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FOREWORD 


The  aim  of  this  work  is  to  present  in  available  form  the  facts  which  the 
average  citizen  desires  to  know  about  those  events  of  the  past  that  have  been 
vital  in  making  the  county  what  it  is  today.  As  an  important  part  of  this 
recital  have  been  added  the  biographies  of  former  and  present  citizens,  giving 
a  closer  insight  into  the  lives  and  work  of  the  prominent  actors  in  the  events 
here  depicted. 

No  two  editors  or  compilers  would  select  the  same  material  for  a  county 
history,  opinions  as  to  what  such  a  work  should  consist  of  are  varied.  But  we 
believe  that  those  who  have  compiled  and  edited  this  work  have  selected  such 
material  as  will  have  the  greatest  value  and  prove  of  the  greatest  interest  to 
the  greatest  number  of  people,  both  now  and  in  the  future  years,  thus  providing 
what  may  truly  be  called  a  comprehensive  introduction  to  the  study  of  Barron 

County  history. 

The  publishers  wish  to  acknowledge  their  thanks  for  the  assistance  ren¬ 
dered  by  the  loyal  people  of  the  county  in  making  this  work  possible.  Those 
who  have  written  articles  and  furnished  information,  those  who  have  given 
substantial  patronage  and  encouragement, — all  these  have  not  only  won  the 
appreciation  of  the  publishers,  but  also  deserve  the  gratitude  of  every  reader, 
for  it  is  they  who  have  made  this  publication  possible. 

That  this  history  is  not  faultless,  we  are  well  aware.  It  is  not  within  the 
power  of  man  to  arrange  a  work  of  this  kind  without  many  mistakes  of  one 
kind  or  another.  Human  memory  is  faulty,  records  are  often  incomplete  and 
misleading,  and  in  presenting  such  a  vast  amount  of  material,  minor  errors  will 
creep  in,  despite  the  greatest  care. 

But  we  believe  that  the  merits  and  value  of  such  a  work  overbalances  what¬ 
ever  shortcomings  it  may  have,  and  we  feel  assured  that  it  will  increase  in 
value  with  the  passing  of  the  years. 

H.  C.  COOPER,  JR.,  &  CO. 

Minneapolis,  Minn.,  March  1,  1922. 
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CHAPTER  I. 


GEOGRAPHY. 

Barron  county  is  one  of  the  leading  dairy  regions  of  the  Northwest.  Its 
chief  advantages  are  a  soil  and  climate  well  adapted  to  all  forms  of  agricul¬ 
ture,  advantages  of  which  the  dairymen  are  at  the  present  time  making  the 
greatest  use,  and  which  are  not  being  neglected  by  farmers  along  other  lines. 

Supplementing  these  advantages  is  the  county’s  location  at  the  con¬ 
vergence  of  many  important  routes  of  railroad  and  highway  travel  and  trans¬ 
portation. 

Barron  county  now  has  twenty-one  creameries  with  a  production  of  over 
five  million  pounds  yearly  and  44  cheese  factories  with  a  yearly  production 
of  over  six  million  pounds.  More  than  300  breeders  of  pure  bred  Guernseys 
and  Holsteins  belong  to  the  two  breeders’  associations. 

While  the  main  branch  of  farming  in  the  county  is  dairying  there  are 
several  other  lines  of  noteworthy  importance,  namely:  potato,  pea,  cabbage, 
root  crops  and  clover  seed  production.  Barron  is  the  third  county  in  Wis¬ 
consin  in  potato  production  and  produces  more  first  quality  potatoes  than  any 
other  county  or  section  of  the  state.  The  total  shipment  for  1920  was  2,344 
cars.  Certified  seed  potato  production  has  been  developed  to  a  high  state 
of  perfection  and  buyers  and  growers  from  all  parts  of  the  United  States 
secure  certified  seed  from  Barron  county.  During  the  season  of  1920,  18,000 
bushels  of  certified  seed  was  produced  in  Barron  county  and  sold  at  fancy 
prices. 

Barron  county  has  the  largest  pea  cannery  in  the  world  located  at  Rice 
Lake  and  a  second  cannery  nearly  as  large  located  at  Barron.  There  are 
four  other  pea  canneries  which  secure  their  product  from  the  fields  of  J3ar- 
ron  county,  located  at  Chetek,  Cumberland,  Turtle  Lake  and  Clear  Lake.  The 
total  acreage  devoted  to  peas  equals  6,500  acres  with  the  resultant  produc¬ 
tion  from  the  canneries  of  475,000  cases  of  canned  green  peas  a  year.  Clover 
and  grass  seeds  during  the  last  year  approximated  one-half  million  pounds. 
The  production  of  tobacco  and  of  pedigree  seed  grains  are  lines  of  growing 
importance.  Thus  potatoes,  peas,  clover  seed,  seed  grains  and  tobacco  all 
produce  ready  cash  for  the  farmer  and  add  much  to  the  prosperity  of  Barron 
county  dairymen. 

Rice  Lake  is  still  a  lumbering  center  but  its  material  is  obtained  outside 
the  county. 

Barron  county  is  located  in  northwestern  Wisconsin.  Its  northern  bound¬ 
ary  is  75  miles  south  of  Lake  Superior  from  which  it  is  separated  by  Wash¬ 
burn  and  Douglas  counties.  Its  western  boundary  is  some  25  miles  east 
from  the  St.  Croix  river  from  which  it  is  separated  by  Polk  county.  Its 
southern  boundary  is  about  fifty  miles  north  from  the  Mississippi  river  from 
which  it  is  separated  by  Dunn,  Pepin  and  Buffalo  counties.  The  southern 
boundary  of  the  county  also  lies  on  a  line  about  366  miles  north  from  the 
extreme  southern  boundary  of  the  state. 

The  meridian  of  92  degrees,  west  longitude,  passes  through  the  western 
part  of  the  county.  The  forty-fifth  parallel,  north  latitude,  is  some  fifteen 
miles  to  the  southward,  and  the  forty-sixth  parallel  some  twenty-five  miles 
to  the  northward. 

Nearly  all  the  streams  are  tributary  to  the  Chippewa  river.  The  water¬ 
shed  between  the  Chippewa  and  St.  Croix  rivers  is  near  the  western  boundary, 
and  a  few  small  creeks  in  the  extreme  west  drain  into  the  last  named  stream. 
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The  county  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Burnett  and  Washburn  counties, 
on  the  east  by  Rusk  and  Chippewa  counties,  on  the  south  by  Chippewa  and 
Dunn  counties,  and  on  the  west  by  Polk  county. 

The  area  is  thirty  miles  square,  containing  a  land  area  of  about  878 
square  miles  or  about  566,400  square  acres.  The  county  is  about  the  size  of 
the  state  of  Rhode  Island. 

The  county  embraces  townships  32  to  36,  north,  inclusive,  ranges  10  to 
14,  west,  inclusive. 

The  mean  annual  temperature  is  between  41  and  42  degrees.  The  average 
date  of  the  last  killing  frost  is  from  May  20,  to  June  1,  except  in  the  extreme 
northeastern  part,  where  it  is  a  little  later.  The  first  killing  frost  averages 
from  Sept.  15  to  20  except  in  the  extreme  northeastern  part  where  it  is  a 
little  earlier.  The  average  growing  season  between  frosts  is  116  days.  With 
the  passing  of  the  forests,  however,  the  seasons  are  changing  and  the  growing 
seasons  growing  longer. 

The  mean  precipitation  or  annual  rainfall  and  snowfall  is  between  36 
and  40  inches.  In  the  extreme  western  part  it  is  between  40  and  44  inches. 
The  wettest  season  is  in  May,  June  and  July. 

The  land  is  rolling  enough  to  secure  a  good  natural  drainage,  with  a 
predominant  southwestwardly  declination.  The  combination  of  gently  slop¬ 
ing  hills,  with  vales  between,  adds  much  to  the  natural  beauty  of  the  land¬ 
scape. 

The  surface  varies  from  slightly  undulating  in  the  northern  part  where 
the  drift  deposits  are  abundant,  to  hilly  in  the  southern  part,  where  the  drift 
is  thin  and  the  sandstone  formation  is  deeply  cut  by  the  rivers  and  streams.  A 
belt  of  low,  hilly  terminal  moraine  extends  across  the  northeastern,  and  also 
the  northwestern  parts  of  the  county.  Quartzite  ridges  are  prominent  fea¬ 
tures  east  of  Rice  Lake  and  north  of  Canton  and  Lehigh.  A  broad  valley  bot¬ 
tom  plain  lies  along  the  Red  Cedar  river  in  the  vicinity  of  Rice  Lake,  Cameron 
and  Chetek.  A  similar  valley,  more  narrow,  is  occupied  by  the  Vermillion 
river  at  Barron  and  east  of  Cumberland,  and  by  the  Hay  river  at  Prairie 
Farm.  The  soils  in  the  bottom  lands  are  generally  sandy  loams  and  silt 
loams,  while  those  on  the  uplands  are  generally  silt  loams. 

The  geological  formations  are  the  Barron  quartzite,  in  the  eastern  part 
of  the  county,  and  the  Upper  Cambrian  (Potsdam)  sandstone  over  the  remain¬ 
ing  parts  of  the  county.  The  Lower  Magnesian  limestone  caps  the  upland 
ridges  in  the  southwestern  part. 

Glacial  drift  is  an  abundant  formation  over  the  bed  rock  in  the  eastern, 
northern  and  western  parts  of  the  county.  Alluvial  gravel  and  sand  forms 
a  broad  plain  along  the  Red  Cedar  river  and  its  tributaries  in  the  central 
and  southern  parts  of  the  county. 

The  thickness  of  the  surface  formations  of  glacial  drift  in  the  inter¬ 
stream  areas,  in  the  northern  part,  reaches  probably  a  maximum  of  150  to  200 
feet,  though  the  thickness  is  usually  25  to  50  feet.  The  thickness  of  the 
alluvial  sand  and  gravel  in  the  valleys  probably  reaches  200  to  250  feet  in  the 
deepest  parts  of  the  old  channels.  The  complete  thickness  of  the  Upper  Cam¬ 
brian  (Potsdam)  sandstone  is  preserved  only  where  overlaid  by  the  Lower 
Magnesian  limestone  in  the  southwestern  part  of  the  county. 

The  water  bearing  horizons  are  the  sandstone,  the  glacial  drift,  and  the 
alluvial  sands  and  gravels  along  the  rivers.  The  wells  are  of  variable  depth 
from  10  to  30  feet  in  the  valleys  up  to  200  feet  upon  the  upland  ridges.  Well 
records  show  a  depth  of  drift  of  over  200  feet  in  places  north  of  Barron  and 
west  of  Rice  Lake. 

Springs  are  a  common  source  of  water  supply  in  the  valley  bottoms  of  the 
southwestern  part  of  the  county.  These  springs  are  specially  abundant  along 
the  Hay  river  and  the  tributaries  and  are  a  source  of  an  excellent  water  sup¬ 
ply  on  many  farms. 
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The  altitudes  generally  range  from  1,000  to  1,200  feet  along  the  valley 
bottoms,  and  1,200  to  1,400  feet  over  the  intervalley  areas.  The  quartzite 
ridges  east  of  Rice  Lake,  and  north  of  Lehigh  and  Canton,  reach  a  maximum 
altitude  of  over  1,600  feet. 

The  highest  land  on  the  railroad  grade  is  at  Baronette  where  the  eleva¬ 
tion  is  1,375  feet.  The  lowest  along  the  railroad  grade  is  at  Cameron,  where 
it  is  1,099  feet.  The  other  elevations  in  the  county,  taken  at  railroad  sta¬ 
tions  are  as  follows :  Almena,  1,191 ;  Barron,  1,120 ;  Brill,  1,192 ;  Campia,  1,168 ; 
Canton,  1,101;  Chetek,  1,048;  Comstock,  1,282;  Cumberland,  1,242;  Dallas, 
1,156;  Haugen,  1,224;  Hillsdale,  1,197;  Lehigh,  1,223;  Mikana,  1,175;  Poskin 
Lake,  1,176;  Rice  Lake,  1,112;  Turtle  Lake,  1,267;  Tuscobia,  1,184. 

The  county  is  dotted  with  many  fresh-water  lakes,  forming  the  head¬ 
waters  of  several  large  streams  and  many  brooks.  There  are  also  a  number 
of  artificial  lakes  caused  by  the  building  of  dams. 

The  Chetek  lakes,  Chetek,  Prairie  and  Pokegema,  are  a  group  of  three 
fine  lakes  located  in  the  southeast  corner  of  the  county,  and  almost  wholly  in 
the  town  of  Chetek.  Of  these  lakes,  Prairie  lake  is  the  largest,  being,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  most  recent  surveys,  nearly  six  miles  long,  and  at  its  widest  part 
about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  wide.  Lake  Chetek  has  an  extreme  length  of 
about  three  miles  and  a  width  of  about  one  and  a  quarter  miles.  Chetek  city 
is  on  Chetek  lake.  Prairie  Lake  and  Lake  Chetek  join,  making  a  continuous 
body  of  water.  Pokegema  Lake  is  about  one  and  three-quarters  miles  long 
and  three-quarters  of  a  mile  wide.  Mud  Lake,  a  smaller  body  o‘f  water,  lies 
north  of  Pokegema,  and  is  connected  with  it  and  Prairie  lake  by  narrow 
channels.  These  lakes  are  drained  by  Chetek  river,  a  tributary  of  the  Red 
Cedar  (Menomonie)  river,  with  which  it  unites  in  Dovre  township.  In  the 
eastern  part  of  Chetek  township  is  Taber’s  lake.  Bass  lake  is  in  the  southern 
part,  Jacobson’s  lake  in  the  central  part. 

The  name  Chetek  is  of  Chippewa  origin,  and  is  said  to  be  the  Indian 
name  for  pelican.  Pokegema  is  said  by  E.  P.  Wheeler,  formerly  of  La  Pointe, 
whose  manuscript  Chippewa  vocabulary  is  in  the  possession  of  the  State 
Historical  Society,  to  be  a  corrupted  form  of  “Bu-ka-gum-ma”,  meaning  “the 
river  divides.”  Verwyst  gives  it  as  “Bakagama”,  or  “branch  lake”,  that  is  a 
lake  which  is  the  branch  of  another,  usually  a  larger  lake.  Prof.  J.  D.  Butler 
(Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  IX,  pp.  118-119)  renders  it  “Pocagamah”,  and  says  that  it 
is  a  Chippewa  word  for  “Confluence.” 

Sand,  Little  Sand,  Kidney  and  Beaver  Dam  lakes  form  a  pretty  chain  in 
Maple  Plain  township.  Upon  the  last  named  lake,  which  corners  in  Maple 
Plain,  Crystal  Lake,  Lakeland  and  Cumberland  townships,  is  located  the 
city  of  Cumberland.  In  the  northern  part  of  Maple  Plain  township  is  Little 
Horseshoe  lake.  In  the  township  are  also  Kirby,  Bryer,  Spirit,  Bass  and  other 
smaller  lakes. 

Devils  lake  is  partly  in  Oak  Grove  township,  and  Long  lake  just  north  of 
its  boundary  line.  Tuscobia  lake  is  also  in  Oak  Grove  township.  Red  Cedar 
lake  is  a  large  lake  in  Cedar  Lake  township.  In  the  township  are  also  Hem¬ 
lock,  Maple,  Pickerel  and  Twin  lakes. 

Staples  lake  is  on  the  western  border  of  the  county  in  Crystal  Lake  town¬ 
ship.  Loon  lake  lies  between  that  township  and  Almena  township.  Crystal, 
Long,  Scott  and  Weckert  lakes  are  also  in  Crystal  Lake  township. 

Vermillion  lake  is  in  Cumberland  township,  Beaver  Dam  lake  partly  so. 
Rice  lake  and  Lake  Montanis  are  in  Rice  Lake  township.  Rice  Lake  city  is 
on  Rice  lake,  whiph  is  partly  artificial. 

Big  Horseshoe  lake  lies  on  the  western  border  of  the  county  partly  in 
Almena  township.  In  that  township  are  also  Echo  lake,  and  Upper  and 
Lower  Turtle  lakes. 

Lying  partly  in  Bear  Lake  township  is  the  large  body  of  water  which 
gives  the  town  its  name.  Butternut  lake  is  in  the  northern  part;  Fish  lake 
in  the  southern  part.  There  are  also  a  number  of  smaller  lakes. 
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Lakeland  is  fairly  dotted  with  lakes.  Silver  lake  is  in  the  eastern  part; 
Granite  lake  in  the  western  part.  In  the  township  are  also  Dunning,  Buck 
(Amber),  Duck,  Robinson,  Little  Silver,  Shallow,  Spider,  Pipe  and  smaller 
lakes. 

Lake  Poskin  is  in  Clinton  township.  Moon  lake  is  in  Turtle  Lake  town¬ 
ship. 

Nearly  all  of  these  lakes  are  popular  summer  resorts,  and  are  dotted 
with  beautiful  summer  cottages.  Nearly  all  have  been  used  in  logging  opera¬ 
tions. 

Since  Barron  county  has  very  little  territory  not  suitable  for  some  sort 
of  agriculture  it  will  never  have  extensive  tracts  of  forest  or  wide  expanses 
of  unsettled  territory,  yet  it  has  much  to  offer  to  the  person  seeking  a  little 
respite  from  the  tedious  grind  of  life’s  stern  duties.  Most  of  the  lakes  fur¬ 
nish  excellent  fishing  and  boating,  and  along  the  shores  of  many  of  them  may 
be  found  secluded  nooks  where  one  may  pitch  a  tent  and  live  close  to  nature. 
Along  the  larger  streams  many  attractive  camping  places  may  be  found.  The 
lakes  and  rivers  of  the  county  furnish  plenty  of  such  game  fish  as  black  bass, 
yellow  bass,  pike  and  pickerel  and  an  abundance  of  sun-fish,  croppies  and 
perch.  Numerous  trout  streams  yield  fine  catches  of  brook,  rainbow  and  brown 
trout. 

Sharp  tail  grouse,  prairie  chicken  and  partridge  may  be  found  in  season, 
while  wild  duck  of  many  kinds  frequent  the  lakes  in  large  numbers.  Gray 
and  fox  squirrels  are  becoming  more  numerous  as  the  country  is  settled.  To 
the  nature  lover  who  neither  fishes  or  hunts,  our  woods,  lakes  and  rivers 
with  their  myriads  of  feathered  songsters  are  a  source  of  constant  interest 
and  delight.  In  addition  to  what  nature  has  provided,  some  communities  in 
the  county  are  setting  apart  suitable  grounds  for  tourist  campers. 

The  principal  river  running  through  the  county  is  the  Menomonie  (Red 
Cedar)  river,  which  rises  in  the  extreme  northwestern  part  of  the  county, 
draining  Cedar  Lake,  and  flows  in  a  generally  southern  direction  into  Dunn 
county  where  it  joins  the  Chippewa  river.  At  Rice  Lake  it  passes  through  a 
beautiful  chain  of  lakes.  Its  principal  tributaries  are  the  Long  Lake  stream 
(Brill  river),  Bear  creek,  Yellow  river  and  Chetek  river,  which  join  it  in  this 
county,  and  Hay  river,  which  joins  it  in  Dunn  county. 

Brill  river  (Long  Lake  stream)  enters  the  county  from  the  north  and 
flows  southerly  into  the  Menomonie  river. 

Bear  creek  rises  in  Bear  lake  in  the  northern  part  of  the  county  and  . 
after  spreading  into  a  pretty  chain  of  lakes  enters  the  Menomonie  river. 

Chetek  river  drains  Prairie,  Mud,  Pokegema  and  Chetek  lakes  and  flows 
in  a  southwestern  direction  into  the  Menomonie  river. 

Yellow  river  drains  Silver,  Granite,  Amber,  Duck  and  other  lakes  in  the 
northwestern  part  of  the  county,  is  joined  by  the  Vermillion  river,  which 
drains  Vermillion,  Poskin,  and  other  lakes,  and  flows  in  a  southeasterly  direc¬ 
tion  into  the  Menomonie  river. 

Hay  River  drains  Sand,  Kidney  and  Beaver  Dam  lakes,  flows  in  a  south¬ 
erly  direction  and  joins  Menomonie  river  in  Dunn  county. 

All  these  streams  have  various  smaller  streams  as  tributaries,  so  that 
one  can  not  travel  far  anywhere  in  the  county  without  crossing  one.  This 
abundance  of  water  has  been  one  of  the  active  factors  in  the  importance  of 
the  county  as  a  dairy  region.  It  also  facilitated  greatly  the  transportation 
of  logs  during  the  logging  years. 

Practically  all  the  settlers  of  Barron  county  in  the  earlier  days  came 
up  the  Menomonie  river  valley  from  Menomonie.  A  very  few  came  in  from 
St.  Croix  valley,  especially  to  the  region  about  Cumberland.  Outside  of  its 
influences  on  the  climate,  the  nearness  of  Lake  Superior  had  almost  no  bear¬ 
ing  upon  the  early  development  of  the  county. 

The  greater  part  of  the  surface  of  Barron  county  was  originally  covered 
with  a  forest  growth.  A  small  portion  in  the  extreme  southern  part  was  of 
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the  description  called  “oak  openings”,  but,  generally  speaking,  the  county 
was  covered  with  a  dense  growth  of  mixed  pine  and  hardwood,  comprising 
almost  every  variety  of  tree  growing  in  this  latitude.  The  pine  was  inter¬ 
spersed  with  a  lusty  growth  of  red  and  white  oak,  rock  and  water  elm,  yel¬ 
low  birch,  sugar  maple,  ash,  butternut,  basswood  and  other  deciduous  trees. 

Upon  these  pine  forests  the  early  history  of  Barron  county  is  based. 
Logging  the  forests  brought  here  the  lumbermen,  who  later  stayed  and  estab¬ 
lished  farms,  and  upon  the  ruins  of  the  early  lumber  camps,  the  cities  and 
villages  of  the  county  are  founded. 

Its  later  development,  as  stated,  is  based  upon  the  wonderful  richness  of 
its  soil,  its  location,  and  its  especial  adaptability  to  the  dairying  industry. 

Direct  railroad  communication  is  had  with  St.  Paul  and  Minneapolis, 
88  miles  away,  at  the  head  of  Mississippi  river  navigation;  with  Duluth  and 
Superior,  107  miles  away,  at  the  head  of  the  Great  Lakes;  with  Sault  Ste. 
Marie.  403  miles  away,  at  the  joining  of  Lakes  Michigan  and  Superior;  with 
Milwaukee  300  miles  away,  on  Lake  Michigan;  and  with  Chicago,  370  miles 
away,  the  gateway  of  the  Middle  West.  These  distances  are  from  Barron,  the 
county  seat. 

The  line  of  the  Chicago,  Minneapolis,  St.  Paul  &  Omaha  Railway  con¬ 
necting  the  Twin  Cities  of  Minneapolis  and  St.  Paul  with  Duluth  at  the  head 
of  the  Great  Lakes,  passes  through  the  western  part  of  the  county,  with 
stations  at  Turtle  Lake,  Perley,  Comstock,  Cumberland,  Barronette  and  Su¬ 
perior.  The  line  of  the  same  company  connecting  Milwaukee  and  Chicago  with 
Duluth  passes  through  the  eastern  part  of  the  county  with  stations  at  Cart- 
right,  Chetek,  Cameron,  Rice  Lake,  Tuscobia  and  Haugen.  A  branch  leaves 
this  line  at  Tuscobia,  and  extends  across  the  northeastern  corner  of  the 
county,  eventually  reaching  Park  Falls.  The  stations  in  this  county  are  at 
Brill  and  Angus.  The  line  of  the  Minneapolis,  St.  Paul  &  Sault  Ste.  Marie, 
the  familiar  “Soo”,  connecting  the  Twin  Cities  with  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  crosses 
the  central  part  of  the  county  with  stations  at  Turtle  Lake,  Almena,  Poskin, 
Barron,  Cameron,  Canton  and  Lehigh.  The  line  of  the  same  road  extending 
from  Ridgeland  to  Reserve,  the  familiar  “Blueberry”,  passes  through  the  south- 
central  and  northeastern  parts  of  the  county,  with  stations  in  this  county  at 
Dallas,  Hillsdale,  Barron,  Cameron,  Rice  Lake  and  Mikana. 

The  North  Wisconsin  Railroad,  now  owned  by  the  Chicago,  Minneapolis, 
St.  Paul  &  Omaha,  was  completed  from  Hudson  to  Spooner  through  this  county 
in  1877-79,  the  rails  being  laid  over  the  bridge  at  Cumberland  in  the  fall  of 
1879.  The  company  had  planned  to  put  the  line  through  in  1875,  but  litigation 
over  the  land  grant  caused  delays. 

The  Chicago-Duluth  line  of  the  same  company  was  completed  through 
Barron  County  in  1882-83.  The  branch  from  Tuscobia,  northeast,  was  built  in 
1902. 

The  “Soo”  line  was  completed  through  the  county  in  1884,  and  reached 
Rhinelander  in  1886.  Work  started  at  Turtle  Lake,  in  1884,  and  the  first  46 
miles  west  of  that  place  were  completed  that  year. 

The  “Blueberry”  division  of  the  “Soo”  had  its  beginning  in  1893  when 
the  Rice  Lake,  Dallas  &  Menomonie  Railroad  company  was  organized.  A  line 
was  constructed  from  Rice  Lake  to  Cameron  in  1894,  thus  giving  the  “Soo”  a 
track  into  Rice  Lake.  In  the  fall  of  1900  the  line  was  completed  from  Barron  to 
Ridgeland,  thus  giving  a  line  running  north  from  Ridgeland  to  Barron,  thence 
over  the  “Soo”  tracks  to  Cameron,  and  thence  north  to  Rice  Lake.  From 
Rice  Lake,  northeast,  the  line  was  opened  in  1901. 

There  are  four  cities  in  the  county:  Rice  Lake,  with  a  population  of 
4,457;  Barron,  with  a  population  of  1,623;  Cumberland,  with  a  population  of 
1,528;  and  Chetek,  with  a  population  of  1,154.  There  are  five  villages:  Turtle 
Lake,  with  a  population  of  679;  Cameron,  with  a  population  of  572;  Haugen, 
with  a  population  of  426;  Dallas,  with  a  population  of  425;  and  Prairie  Farm, 
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with  a  population  of  299.  There  are  also  many  other  smaller  hamlets,  some  of 
which  are  platted. 

Each  of  the  political  towns  of  the  county  occupies  a  govermental  survey 
township  except  Maple  Grove,  Chetek,  Dallas  and  Dovre,  which  each  occupy 
a  government  township  and  a  half.  The  towns  are:  Almena,  population, 
1,289;  Arland,  1,024;  Barron,  917;  Bear  Lake,  581;  Cedar  Lake,  414;  Chetek, 
1,278;  Clinton,  1,252;  Crystal  Lake,  1,163;  Cumberland,  1,342;  Dallas,  1,356; 
Dovre,  1,256;  Doyle,  625;  Lakeland,  862;  Maple  Grove,  1,821;  Maple  Plain, 
555;  Oak  Grove,  993;  Prairie  Farm,  951;  Rice  Lake,  830;  Stanfold,  982;  Stan¬ 
ley,  832;  Sumner,  771;  Turtle  Lake,  1,077;  Vance  Creek,  945.  . 

The  history  of  the  county  may  roughly  be  divided  into  five  periods:  1, 
Geologic  ages;  2,  Aboriginal  Occupancy;  3,  Era  of  the  Explorers  and  Fur 
Traders;  4,  Logging  Days;  5,  Modern  Dairying  and  Agriculture.  During  the 
geologic  ages  the  earth  was  formed  and  assumed  its  present  surface.  During 
the  Aboriginal  Occupancy  the  Mound  Builders  lived  here,  and  left  evidences 
of  their  occupancy.  Following  them  came  the  Indians,  who  had  villages  here 
and  there  nearly  up  to  forty  years  ago.  The  Era  of  the  Explorers  and  Fur 
Traders  overlaps  the  period  of  the  Chippewa  Indians.  Both  French  and 
American  traders  had  camps  in  the  county.  The  Logging  Days  started  with 
1848  and  continued  practically  until  well  toward  the  close  of  the  century. 
Farming  began  in  the  county  in  1855,  but  it  was  not  predominant  as  the 
county  industry  until  the  beginning  of  modern  dairying  and  agriculture  near 
the  dawn  of  the  present  century.  Most  of  the  farming  was  then  merely  an 
incident.  Nearly  all  the  male  citizens  spent  their  winters  in  the  woods  and 
their  springs  on  the  drives,  returning  and  working  their  farms  only  in  those 
seasons  when  they  could  find  no  employment  with  the  lumber  companies. 

During  the  lumbering  years  the  wealth  of  the  county  was  slowly  being 
drained  away.  The  lumber  companies  were  cutting  off  the  vast  forests  of 
pine  to  enrich  other  communities,  leaving  Barron  county  a  region  of  black¬ 
ened  stumps,  rotting  brush,  “slashings”  and  tangled  undergrowth,  interspersed 
here  and  there  with  groves  of  hardwood.  The  period  of  Modern  Dairying  and 
Agriculture  covers,  roughly  speaking,  the  past  two  decades,  and  during  those 
few  years  the  county  has  reached  its  present  prosperity  and  pre-eminence. 

The  white  population  of  permanent  residents  in  1860  was  13  persons.  In 
1870  the  population  was  538;  in  1880  it  was  7,024;  in  1890  it  was  15,416;  in 
1900  it  was  23,677;  in  1910  it  was  29,114;  and  in  1920  it  was  34,281. 


CHAPTER  II. 

GEOLOGY. 

The  land  area  of  Barron  county  shares  with  the  rest  of  the  central  plain 
of  the  United  States  a  geological  history  which  reaches  unmeasured  ages  into 
the  past. 

The  molten,  seething  mass  of  chaos  cooled  into  an  earth  crust  of  solid 
rock.  The  mist  and  vapor  condensed  and  formed  great  oceans,  which  covered 
large  portions  of  the  earth’s  crust. 

Not  once,  but  many  times  was  the  central  plain  of  the  United  States 
thus  covered,  the  sea  sometimes  joining  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  with  the  Atlantic 
Ocean.  For  a  part  of  the  time  at  least,  the  waters  were  warm. 

Upon  the  rocky  bed  of  these  successive  seas  was  slowly  deposited  a  sand¬ 
stone  formation  nearly  a  thousand  feet  thick,  and  upon  the  sandstone  forma¬ 
tion  was  still  more  slowly  deposited  a  limestone  formation  some  three  or  four 
hundred  feet  thick. 
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Later,  an  uplift  of  this  sea  bottom  occurred  and  the  upper  beds  of  sand 
and  limy  material,  compacted  into  solid  sandstone  and  lime  stone,  were  raised 
hundreds  of  feet  above  the  sea  level  by  interior  volcanic  pressure,  and  be¬ 
came  a  part  of  the  continent  of  North  America.  The  great  interior  sea,  which 
connected  the  Gulf  with  the  Arctic  Ocean  was  forced  to  recede,  leaving  the 
stony  skeleton  of  the  continent  high  and  dry. 

Upon  the  rocks  thus  exposed  swept  wind  and  rain  and  storm  and  ice. 
Frost  and  heat  worked  their  disintegrating  forces.  Wild  rushing  streams  tore 
on  their  mad  way. 

In  Barron  county  the  top  layer  of  limestone  was  entirely  weathered  and 
eroded  away,  except  in  the  extreme  southwestern  corner.  There  the  surface 
rock  is  the  Lower  Magnesian  limestone  or  as  the  geologists  call  it,  the  Prairie 
du  Chien  group  of  the  Ordovician  period. 

The  limestone  being  eliminated,  the  sandstones  underneath  were  left 
as  the  surface  rock  over  a  greater  part  of  Barron  county.  This  is  called  by 
geologists  the  Potsdam  or  St.  Croixan  sandstone  of  the  Cambrian  period. 

In  Doyle  township,  parts  of  Cedar  Lake  and  Sumner  townships,  and  very 
small  portions  of  Stanley  and  Rice  Lake  townships,  this  Potsdam  sandstone 
has  likewise  been  eliminated,  and  the  surface  rock  consists  of  Pre-Cambrian 
or  crystalline  rock  (granite,  quartzite  and  trap  rock).  In  this  area  are  in¬ 
cluded  a  series  of  hard  quartzite  ridges.  These  quartzites  were  originally  a 
lower  standstone,  and  were  changed  into  hard  quartzite  by  the  great  heat 
developed  by  molten  rocks  thrown  up  from  underneath.  These  ridges  in  the 
eastern  part  of  Barron  and  the  western  part  of  Rusk  counties  are  known  by 
geologists  as  the  Barron  Hills.  Several  of  these  ridges  reach  elevations  of 
1,500  to  1,600  feet  above  the  sea  level,  the  lower  land  surrounding  the  highest 
of  these  ridges  having  a  varying  altitude  between  1,100  and  1,300  feet. 

Thus  the  crystalline  rocks  underlie  all  of  the  county  and  are  exposed  on 
the  surface  in  the  eastern  part.  Over  these  crystalline  rocks  throughout  most 
of  the  county  lies  the  Potsdam  sandstone,  and  is  exposed  here  and  there  in 
various  places.  Over  the  sandstone  in  the  extreme  southwestern  part  of  the 
county  lies  the  Lower  Magnesian  limestone,  and  is  here  and  there  exposed  on 
the  surface. 

The  rocky  base  of  the  county  being  thus  formed,  a  soil,  called  residual  soil, 
was  formed  by  the  decay  of  the  bed  rock.  Upon  this  residual  soil  were  laid 
down  glacial  deposits. 

For  some  cause,  yet  unknown,  the  climate  of  northern  North  America 
became  cold — probably  as  cold  as  southern  Greenland  is  at  present.  The 
precipitation  which  now  falls  mainly  as  rain  fell  in  the  form  of  snow,  and 
even  the  summers  were  so  cold  that  this  snow  did  not  all  melt,  but  accumulated 
in  enormous  quantities.  The  piling  up  of  the  snow  was  particularly  great  in 
Canada,  including  Labrador  and  the  region  west  of  Hudson  Bay,  the  centers 
from  which  the  glaciers  moved  outward.  Year  after  year  and  century  after 
century  the  snow  continued  to  accumulate  here  and  in  northern  Europe,  and 
also  in  the  higher  mountains  all  over  the  world.  The  snow  on  both  sides  of 
Hudson  Bay  is  believed  to  have  become  several  thousand  feet  deep.  Its  own 
weight,  and  possibly  slight  melting  in  summer,  compressed  the  snow  into  ice, 
and  under  the  tremendous  weight  of  this  ice  the  bottom  layers  were  so  pressed 
upon  that  they  were  forced  to  flow  outward — especially  southward  where  the 
temperature  was  milder  and  where  melting  along  the  margin  of  the  glacier 
took  place  during  the  warmest  months  of  the  year.  The  movement  of  the 
glacial  ice  was  very  slow,  possibly  only  a  few  yards  or  a  few  rods  a  year,  as 
is  now  the  case  with  the  great  glacier  which  covers  Greenland. 

Soil  and  loose  rock  became  frozen  into  the  glacier  and  were  slowly  moved 
along  with  it.  The  glacier  moved  over  hills  and  low  mountains,  through  val¬ 
leys  and  across  plains,  removing  everything  that  was  movable,  scouring  and 
grinding  the  rocks  over  which  it  passed,  deepening  some  valleys,  rounding 
off  hills  and  other  eminences,  and  carrying  along  a  prodigious  amount  of 
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rock  waste  in  the  form  of  clay,  sand,  rock  fragments  and  bowlders.  Much  of 
this  debris  was  ground  fine  and  forms  the  present  soil.  The  hardest  rocks 
resisted  the  grinding  and  are  now  found  scattered  over  the  surface  of  the 
ground  as  glacial  bowlders,  some  of  which  weigh  many  tons. 

In  Canada  the  work  of  the  glacier  consisted  mainly  in  the  removal  of  all 
loose  material.  There  large  areas  are  almost  entirely  bare  rock  whose  grooved 
and  polished  surfaces  show  plainly  the  prolonged  scouring  action  of  the 
glacier.  In  the  region  now  included  in  our  northern  states  the  ice  did  some 
eroding,  but  its  most  important  work  was  that  of  depositing  materials.  The 
load  of  rock  waste  which  the  ice  carried  was  spread  unevenly  over  the  sur¬ 
face  of  our  northern  states  and  now  forms  the  soil  and  many  of  the  hills  of 
these  states.  As  time  is  reckoned  in  geology  the  glacial  period  ended  only 
yesterday.  Many  evidences  suggest  that  the  glacier  melted  away  in  this  region 
not  over  50,000  to  60,000  years  ago.  The  glacial  period,  as  a  whole,  lasted 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  years.  It  was  not  a  time  of  continuous  cold,  how¬ 
ever,  but  rather  an  alternation  of  several  cold  periods — during  which  the 
snow  accumulated  and  the  ice  moved  southward — and  warmer,  interglacial 
periods — during  which  the  ice  melted  and  the  southern  margin  of  the  glacier 
receded  toward  the  north — at  least  receded  from  the  section  of  the  continent 
including  Wisconsin. 

The  glacial  period  was  brought  to  an  end  by  the  gradual  change  of  climate. 
The  earlier  glaciers  had  pushed  their  way  as  far  south  as  the  present  Ohio  and 
Missouri  rivers.  The  last  advance  was  not  so  far. 

The  earlier  advances  are  known  as  the  Illinoian,  Iowan,  Kansan  and  pre- 
Kansan.  Their  deposits  are  spoken  of  collectively  as  older  drift.  The  older 
drift  overlies  most  of  Barron  county. 

The  latest  advance  of  glaciers  in  this  region  is  known  as  the  Wisconsin 
stage  of  glaciation.  It  covered  only  a  part  of  Barron  county.  The  edge  of  one 
great  lobe  of  ice,  called  the  Chippewa  lobe,  rested  along  the  northeast  border 
of  the  county,  and  the  edge  of  another,  called  the  St.  Croix  or  Superior  lobe, 
rested  along  the  northwestern  and  western  boundary  of  the  county. 

As  the  ice  along  the  margins  of  the  various  lobes  melted,  terminal 
moraines,  as  they  are  called,  were  built  up.  These  moraines  are  ranges  of 
hills  of  glacial  deposits  extending  for  miles  over  the  country.  They  mark 
the  positions  where  the  ice  front  stopped  for  a  while,  while  ice  from  the  rear 
advanced,  melted,  and  dropped  its  load  of  drift,  as  it  is  called,  consisting  of 
sand,  gravel,  broken  rock  and  bowlders. 

The  ground  moraine  is  glacial  drift  that  has  been  spread  out  somewhat 
evenly  as  contrasted  with  the  terminal  moraine  which  is  heaped  up  in  ranges 
of  hills  or  in  ridges.  Outwash  material  is  composed  of  assorted  sand  and 
gravel  that  streams  washed  from  the  melting  glacier  and  deposited  over  the 
low  ground. 

Superimposed  on  the  older  glacial  drift  of  the  county  in  various  places 
are  the  alluvial  or  river  deposits.  The  alluvial  deposits  of  this  region  consist 
mainly  of  gravel  and  sand  and  form  level  tracts  of  variable  width  in  the 
valleys.  Some  time  during  the  past,  between  the  formation  of  the  earliest  and 
latest  glacial  deposits,  there  was  a  time  of  extensive  valley  filling  in  this  area, 
presumably  caused  by  a  general  depression  of  the  land.  The  rivers  and 
streams  of  that  time  were  unable  to  carry  the  landwash  brought  down  from 
the  upland  slopes  and  were  forced  to  deposit  large  amounts  of  sand  and  gravel 
along  their  courses. 

The  loess  consists  of  fine  loam  or  silt  which  overlies  the  bedrock  and 
glacial  drift  in  various  places.  It  is  usually  from  one  to  five  feet  thick  and  is 
found  mainly  on  the  uplands  and  slopes,  and  occasionally  in  the  valley  bot¬ 
toms.  The  loess  very  probably  mainly  owes  its  origin  to  the  action  of  wind 
in  recent  geologic  times,  probably  during  the  time  of  one  of  the  later  glacial 
stages.  The  loess  is  free  from  stone  or  other  rock  material  too  large  to  be 
transported  by  wind  action. 
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The  top  soil  of  the  county  consists  of  mineral  and  organic  material.  The 
mineral  portion  of  the  soil  originates  through  the  disintegration  and  weather¬ 
ing  of  the  stony  material  and  the  surface  formations  of  the  land.  The  organic 
portions  originate  through  the  decay  of  animal  and  vegetable  matter  living 
upon  and  within  the  soil. 

The  various  geographic  forms  of  the  land,  the  valleys,  the  hills  and  the 
plains,  are  the  result  of  the  rains  and  rivers,  the  glaciers  and  the  wind  act¬ 
ing  through  a  long  period  of  time. 

The  high  hills  and  ridges  were  carved  into  their  present  reliefs  in  the 
bedrocks  by  the  erosive  work  of  rains  and  streams  in  an  earlier  geological 
age.  The  ridges  along  the  eastern  boundary  of  Barron  county  were  formed  as 
hills  long  before  the  age  of  the  Potsdam  sandstone. '  They  were  subsequently 
buried  under  the  beds  of  sandstone,  as  noted,  and  in  a  later  period  were 
again  uncovered  by  erosion. 

Many  of  the  swells  of  land  in  Barron  county  are  the  result  of  an  uneven 
depositing  of  the  glacial  material.  Some  are  merely  the  higher  land  left  after 
the  rivers  of  the  present  age  have  scooped  out  valleys  in  between. 

The  terminal  moraines  in  Barron  county  consist  of  billowy  hills  asso¬ 
ciated  with  swamps  and  lakes,  and  have  a  usual  width  of  from  two  tb  six 
miles.  These  undulating  hills  usually  reach  a  height  of  50  to  100  feet  above 
the  surrounding  lower  land. 

The  temporal  moraine  of  the  Chippewa  valley  ice  lobe  extends  in  this 
region  from  the  vicinity  five  or  six  miles  north  of  Stanley  westward  to  the 
Jim  Falls  on  the  Chippewa  river,  then  turns  to  the  north  and  passes  along  the 
border  of  Rusk  and  Barron  counties,  crossing  the  northeast  part  of  Barron 
county  in  the  region  of  Red  Cedar  lake. 

From  the  vicinity  of  Haugen  there  is  another  belt  of  moraine  formed  by 
the  edge  of  the  St.  Croix  Valley  or  Superior  ice  lobe,  extending  through  the 
vicinity  of  Cumberland,  Turtle  Lake,  Clear  Lake  and  New  Richmond. 

The  origin  of  the  rivers  and  valleys  is  closely  connected.  The  valleys 
were  carved  out  of  the  surface  of  the  land  by  the  erosion  of  the  rivers  and 
streams  that  flow  through  them.  The  rains  that  fall  upon  the  land  surface 
flow  off  the  slope  and  tend  to  gather  into  rills  and  to  wash  out  gullies  as 
illustrated  upon  every  hillside  after  any  considerable  shower.  The  gullies 
grow  into  ravines,  the  ravines  grow  into  valleys  by  the  simple  work  of  run¬ 
ning  water.  By  constant  erosion  the  valleys  lengthen  and  broaden  out,  and 
the  area  between  the  valleys  becomes  narrower  and  narrower. 

Falls  and  rapids  are  common  features  in  this  region.  They  are  usually 
developed  in  the  valleys  when  the  stream  crosses  from  a  more  resistant  rock 
to  a  less  resistant  one,  the  softer  rock  wearing  away,  and  making  the  depres¬ 
sion  to  which  the  water  drops  from  the  surface  of  the  harder  rock. 

Lakes  may  be  formed  anywhere  where  there  is  a  hollow  capable  of  hold¬ 
ing  water.  Except  where  the  progress  is  delayed  by  men’s  improvements,  the 
lakes  of  Barron  county  are  gradually  filling  up. 

A  special  feature  of  the  geology  of  Barron  county  is  the  catlinite,  or  pipe 
stone,  as  it  is  called,  which  outcrops  in  quarries  in  the  southeast  quarter  of 
ihe  southeast  quarter  of  section  27,  and  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  34, 
township  35,  range  10  (Doyle),  and  section  3,  township  34,  range  10  (Sumner). 

During  one  of  the  early  geological  periods,  when,  as  already  mentioned, 
a  sea  covered  nearly  all  the  land  of  the  western  continent,  there  is  supposed 
*  to  have  remained  uncovered  a  Y-shaped  territory  called  the  Laurentian  island, 
the  right  arm  of  which  it  is  believed  reached  from  the  Lake  Superior  district 
in  a  northeasterly  direction  to  Labrador.  The  left  arm  extended  in  a  northerly 
direction  toward  Hudson  Bay.  The  base  reached  southward  into  northern 
Wisconsin.  The  Y-shaped  tract  of  high  land  was  doubtless  not  continuous 
land,  but  more  likely  a  succession  of  islands. 

The  surface  of  this  ancient  island  was  principally  composed  of  quartz, 
mica,  feldspar  and  hornblende. 
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As  the  surface  of  earth’s  crust  cooled,  the  condensation  of  vapors  already 
mentioned,  must  have  caused  heavy  and  almost  unceasing  rains,  which  re¬ 
sulted  in  filling  the  lowest  places,  the  accumulation  of  the  water  causing  them 
to  sink  still  lower,  and  crowding  up  other  portions  into  mountain  chains.  Be¬ 
sides  mountain  building,  these  incessant  rains  played  another  important  part 
in  Nature’s  great  drama  by  causing  the  softer  portions  of  the  newly  formed, 
rocky  surface  of  the  unsubmerged  land  to  disintegrate  and  to  be  carried  down 
by  the  streams,  the  lightest  materials  being  carried  farthest  from  the  shore, 
and  forming  a  fine  grained  clay  mud. 

On  the  western  side  of  the  Laurentian  island  was  thus  deposited  in  thin 
layers  a  fine  aluminous  clay,  impregnated  with  sufficient  iron  to  give  it  a 
dark,  rich,  red  color.  As  ages  passed  this  clay  was  transformed  into  "cat- 
linite”  or  “pipestone”,  and  its  principal  place  of  deposit  in  Wisconsin  is  in 
Barron  county. 

Geological  research  is  still  being  conducted  in  this  region,  and  the  re¬ 
sults  are  from  time  to  time  being  published  under  state  auspices.  In  this 
article  merely  the  briefest  review  of  general  conditions  hag  been  given. 

An  interesting  soil  survey  of  the  county  has  already  been  completed. 


CHAPTER  III. 

THE  ABORIGINES. 

The  first  residents  of  Barron  county  who  have  left  definite  evidence  of 
their  occupancy  are  the  Mound  Builders.  The  county  contains  about  250 
mounds,  more  than  the  number  occurring  in  any  region  of  similar  size  in 
northwestern  Wisconsin.  The  Lake  Chetek  region,  especially,  was  a  favorite 
resort  of  these  Aborigines,  as  were  the  Prairie  Lake  and  Rice  Lake  regions. 
The  region  around  all  these  lakes  was  formerly  covered  with  a  dense  forest 
of  pine  and  other  timber.  Fish  and  game  were  abundant  and  large  fields  of 
wild  rice  grew  in  all  of  them. 

At  one  time  it  was  believed  that  the  Mound  Builders  were  a  separate 
race  of  people  living  here  before  the  Indians.  Scholars  now  believe  that  they 
were  Indians,  differing  in  no  important  ways  save  in  their  mound  building 
propensities  from  the  Indians  whom  the  whites  found  inhabiting  portions  of 
Wisconsin  and  Minnesota. 

Tradition  would  indicate  that  some  time  before  the  discovery  of  America 
by  Columbus,  the  Siouan  peoples,  to  which  branch  belong  both  the  Winnebago 
and  the  Dakota,  were  inhabiting  the  region  about  the  sources  of  the  Ohio 
river.  Pressed  upon  by  neighboring  Algonquin  peoples  they  slowly  progressed 
along  the  Ohio  valley,  leaving  great  earthworks  as  they  advanced.  In  the 
course  of  several  centuries  they  reached  the  Ohio’s  mouth,  and  there  divided, 
one  branch  passing  northward  along  the  Mississippi  and  gradually  separating 
into  many  tribes,  that  located  chiefly  west  of  the  great  river.  One  branch 
penetrated  the  Rock  Valley  in  Wisconsin  and  gradually  spread  toward  Green 
Bay,  becoming  the  Winnebagoes.  Another  branch  established  itself  at  Mille 
Lacs  in  northern  Minnesota,  and  became  the  Medewakaton  branch  of  the 
Dakotas,  or  as  they  are  commonly  called,  the  Sioux. 

Along  their  way  they  built  mounds.  There  are  many  varieties  of  mounds, 
probably  built  at  different  periods.  Some  scholars  believe  that  the  Siouan 
peoples  were  in  the  upper  Mississippi  valley  previous  to  their  occupancy  of 
the  Ohio  region,  and  that  the  migration  from  the  Ohio  region  to  the  upper 
Mississippi  region  was  merely  a  return  to  land  formerly  occupied.  Thus  far 
it  has  been  impossible  to  separate  the  different  type  of  mounds  into  different 
periods. 
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It  is  the  generally  accepted  belief  among  scholars  that  the  mounds  of 
Barron  county  were  built  by  the  immediate  ancestors  of  the  Dakota  (Sioux) 
found  in  the  upper  Mississippi  region  by  the  early  explorers,  but  thus  far 
there  is  no  definite  proof.  Indian  tradition  indicates  that  the  Dakota  once 
occupied  the  region  south  of  western  Lake  Superior. 

The  best  known  mounds  in  Barron  county  are  those  in  the  Chetek  region, 
the  Rice  Lake  region  and  the  Red  Cedar  lake  region. 

The  first  scientific  examination  of  the  mounds  of  Barron  county  was 
made  in  1890  for  Prof.  Cyrus  Thomas’  report  in  the  Twelfth  Annual  Report 
of  the  Bureau  of  American  Ethology.  The  portion  of  this  survey  in  Barron 
county  concerned  the  Rice  Lake  region. 

The  collection  of  archeological  data  in  the  Chetek  region  was  begun  by 
J.  A.  H.  Johnson,  former  county  sheriff,  and  now  county  surveyor,  in  1912. 
In  August,  of  that  year,  Charles  E.  Brown  and  Robert  H.  Becker,  of  the  Wis¬ 
consin  Archeological  Society,  accompanied  by  H.  A.  Kirchner  of  Milwaukee, 
visited  Chetek,  and  with  Mr.  Johnson’s  assistance,  undertook  the  making  of 
plats  and  surveys  of  the  mound  groups  located  by  him.  A.  T.  Newman,  of 
Bloomer,  also  a  member  of  the  society,  later  joined  the  party,  and  with  him 
a  visit  was  made  to  a  pipestone  quarry,  located  in  section  3,  Sumner  town¬ 
ship. 

On  the  shores  of  the  Chetek  lakes,  thirteen  mound  locations  have  been 
reported  to  the  Wisconsin  Archeological  Society,  containing  152  mounds. 

Of  these,  the  greater  number,  122,  were  situated  on  the  shores  of  Lake 
Chetek.  Twenty-nine  were  found  on  the  shores  of  Prairie  lake  and  a  single 
mound  on  Lake  Pokegema.  In  the  two  Chetek  river  groups  there  are  14 
mounds. 

The  total  number  of  such  earthworks  about  Rice  Lake  (not  including 
the  two  groups  recorded  by  J.  D.  Middleton  from  section  21,  and  of  which 
the  Wisconsin  Archeological  Society  has  no  count)  is  67.  The  total  number 
of  mounds  in  the  entire  Chetek-Rice  Lake  region  covered  by  the  survey,  233, 
is  probably  greater  than  that  of  those  occurring  in  any  region  of  similar  size 
in  northwestern  Wisconsin. 

It  will  be  noted  that  with  few  exceptions  all  of  the  Indian  mounds  of 
this  region  are  conical  or  oval  in  form,  the  conical  mounds  being  the  most 
numerous.  Of  these  the  largest  and  most  prominent  are  in  the  Pleasant  Point 
group  on  the  shore  of  Prairie  lake.  Two  short  linear  mounds  and  a  tapering 
oval  mound  occur  in  the  Chetek  river  group  and  at  least  one  mound  which 
may  be  classed  as  a  linear  in  the  Pleasant  Point  group.  Much  interest  is 
attached  to  a  pear-shaped  oval  mound  in  the  latter  group  and  a  double  conical 
or  dumb-bell  shaped  mound  in  the  Rice  lake  group. 

Of  the  conical  and  oval  mounds  which  have  been  explored,  most  have 
been  found  to  contain  burials,  most  of  these  were  bundled  burials,  or  human 
remains  which  had  been  interred  in  temporary  graves  and  afterwards  buried 
in  separate  bundles  or  deposits  in  the  mounds.  Some  of  the  burials  disin¬ 
terred  from  mounds  at  Rice  lake  by  J.  D.  Middleton,  he  decided  were  intrusive, 
that  is,  made  long  after  the  mounds  were  built.  Of  the  mounds  explored  in 
the  entire  region  but  a  small  number  appear  to  have  contained  implements 
or  ornaments  of  any  kind.  The  presence  of  charcoal  and  charred  human 
bones  in  some  of  the  mounds  indicates  that  a  fire  ceremony  accompanied  the 
burials. 

While  it  is  very  probable  that  the  mounds  of  the  Chetek  and  Rice  lake 
region  were  constructed  by  the  Dakota,  who  were  the  earliest  known  Indian 
occupants  of  the  region,  this  contention  yet  lacks  of  proof.  Elsewhere  in 
northern  Wisconsin  there  are  burial  mounds,  which,  although  they  were  not 
a  mound  building  tribe,  the  Chippewa  appear  to  have  erected.  Some  of  the 
intrusive  burials  found  in  the  Rice  lake  mounds  are  probably  more  or  less 
recent  Chippewa  interments. 


Digitized  by  Google 


12 


HISTORY  OF  BARRON  COUNTY 


Indian  garden  beds  in  the  county  have  attracted  much  attention.  The 
arrangement  of  these  Indian  garden  beds  on  the  shore  of  Rice  lake  (on  the 
Nelson  farm)  differ  from  any  which  have  been  found  (up  to  the  fall  of  1917) 
among  the  many  plots  of  such  planting  grounds  found  in  Wisconsin.  Other 
Indian  garden  beds  are  reported  to  exist  near  old  Indian  camp  sites  along  the 
Red  river  between  Cameron  and  Chetek. 

The  following  report,  based  on  the  survey  begun  in  1912,  was  published 
in  October,  1917  (The  Wisconsin  Archeologist,  Vol.  16,  No.  3).  The  edition 
was  limited,  and  the  salient  features  are  here  reproduced  where  they  may 
be  available  to  every  citizen  in  the  county: 

Lake  Chetek.  1.  Chetek  Village  Site.  The  west  shore  of  Lake  Chetek, 
from  the  northern  limits  of  Chetek  to  its  outlet  appears  to  have  been  in  stone 
age' times  the  site  of  one  or  a  series  of  Indian  camps.  Evidences  of  Indian 
occupation  occur  in  many  of  the  gardens  in  the  rear  of  the  houses  fronting 
on  Main  street,  which’  runs  parallel  to  the  shore  of  the  lake.  On  a  vacant 
lot,  recently  under  cultivation,  adjoining  the  Yellow  Lodge  hotel  property  on 
the  south,  numerous  flakes  of  light  brown  and  white  quartzite,  a  few  chert 
flakes,  potsherds  and  scattered,  burned,  and  fractured  stones  from  Indian 
fireplaces  were  found.  In  early  days  of  settlement  the  Chippewa  Indians  fre¬ 
quently  camped  on  this  shore  of  the  lake.  A  considerable  number  of  arrow- 
points  and  other  stone  implements  have  been  picked  up  on  this  site  in  past 
years.  There  are  said  to  have  formerly  been  a  few  scattered  mounds  here. 
Of  these  nothing  is  known  except  that  they  were  burial  mounds. 

2.  Chetek  Mound  Group.  On  several  vacant  lots  fronting  on  a  narrow 
street  running  parallel  to  the  lake  shore,  and  extending  from  the  rear  of 
Pokegema  Inn  and  the  city  boat  landing  to  opposite  the  bridge  at  the  outlet 
is  a  group  of  seven  conical  mounds.  These  have  been  long  under  cultivation 
and  are  now  only  from  one  to  about  two  feet  high  at  their  centers.  Four  of 
these  lie  wholly  or  partly  in  gardens,  two  have  been  cut  in  two  by  the  street 
and  one  lies  on  a  grass  grown  lot.  One  of  the  largest  is  said  to  have  been 
at  one  time  six  or  more  feet  high.  It  is  not  known  whether  any  of  these 
mounds  had  been  excavated  or  whether  the  group  formerly  included  additional 
mounds.  In  the  gardens  in  which  some  of  the  mounds  are  located  the  usual 
evidences  of  Indian  quartzite  chipping  are  scattered  about.  This  site  is  about 
one-half  block  south  of  the  Yellow  Lodge  hotel  grounds. 

3.  Young  Mounds.  On  the  lawn  of  what  is  known  as  the  Young  prop¬ 
erty  at  the  junction  of  Main  and  Tainter  streets,  at  the  southern  limits  of 
Chetek,  is  a  fine  oval  mound.  This  mound  measures  30  by  40  feet  in  size  and 
is  about  4%  feet  high  at  its  middle.  Growing  on  its  eastern  edge  is  an  oak 
tree  having  a  diameter  of  one  foot.  Several  other  young  oaks  grow  about  the 
mound.  Another  mound  was  formerly  located  on  the  front  of  this  lot.  Its 
outline  could  still  be  plainly  traced  on  the  lot  and  in  Tainter  street,  it  having 
been  destroyed  in  improving  the  street.  It  was  conical  in  form  with  a  base 
diameter  of  about  34  feet.  No  information  concerning  its  contents  could  be 
obtained.  This  place  is  about  two  blocks  southwest  of  the  Chetek  group  of 
mounds. 

4.  Douglas  Street  Mound.  According  to  J.  A.  H.  Johnson,  a  conical 
mound  was  formerly  located  in  front  of  the  Catholic  church  property,  in 
Chetek.  It  was  destroyed  in  the  grading  of  Douglas  street.  This  locality  is 
a  short  distance  from  the  railway  track.  William  Carey,  an  old  settler  of 
Chetek,  says  that  he  believes  that  there  were  at  one  time  other  mounds  located 
in  the  village  limits  between  this  place  and  the  Olson  and  Young  mounds. 

5.  Bailey’s  Pond  Camp  Site.  Mr.  Johnson  has  reported  the  presence  of 
an  Indian  camp  site  on  the  shore  of  Bailey’s  lake,  a  small  lake,  or  pond, 
located  a  short  distance  west  of  the  Chetek  railway  depot.  A  single  conical 
mound  located  on  the  east  side  of  the  pond  is  nearly  obliterated  by  the  cul¬ 
tivation  of  the  land.  A  plot  of  Indian  garden  beds  is  also  located  here.  The 
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earthen  ridges,  he  states,  are  about  two  feet  wide  and  the  distance  between 
the  rows,  four  feet. 

6.  Olson  Mounds.  In  a  potato  patch  on  the  Steve  Olson  place,  several 
hundred  feet  southeast  of  the  mounds  on  the  Young  lot  and  in  line  with 
Main  street,  is  a  single  conical  mound.  It  has  been  somewhat  injured  by 
cultivation  and  is  now  about  25  feet  in  diameter  and  about  2  feet  high  at  its 
middle.  In  the  field  about  it  quartzite  chips  and  fire-place  stones  are  scat¬ 
tered  about.  The  Chetek  River  dam  lies  a  short  distance  east  of  this  mound. 
A  son  of  Mr.  Olson  has  a  small  number  of  quartzite  and  chert  arrowpoints 
found  on  his  father’s  place.  These  are  stemmed  forms  similar  to  those  found 
commonly  in  southern  Wisconsin. 

7.  Chetek  River  Group.  In  a  wooded  pasture  belonging  to  Steve  Olson  is 
&  group  of  four  linear  and  oval  mounds.  A  linear  mound,  the  largest  mound 
in  the  group,  extended  at  the  time  of  our  visit  into  an  oat  field.  All  of  these 
mounds  have  been  dug  into  at  their  tops  by  persons  of  the  relic  hunting  class 
but  are  only  slightly  mutilated.  One  has  been  somewhat  damaged  by  the 
tracking  across  it  of  the  cows  pastured  here.  These  mounds  have  the  follow¬ 
ing  dimensions:  No.  1,  31x46  feet;  3%  feet  high.  No.  2,  17x27x73  feet;  2% 
feet  high  at  its  highest  part,  at  its  northern  extremity.  No.  3,  21x551/£  feet;  1 
foot  high.  No.  4,  24x88  feet;  3  feet  high.  East  of  the  mounds  the  land  slopes 
toward  a  small  drain  which  leads  to  the  Chetek  river,  a  short  distance  away. 
Two  of  the  mounds  lie  within  a  few  feet  of  the  C.,  St.  P.,  M.  &  0.  Ry.  right- 
of-way  fence  and  can  be  seen  from  the  track  in  entering  Chetek.  In  grading 
the  right-of-way  in  1881  several  other  mounds  belonging  to  this  group  were 
destroyed.  These  are  reported  to  have  been  conical  in  form.  In  the  course 
of  their  destruction  a  large  number  of  native  copper  implements  were  found 
with  the  Indian  burials  disturbed.  A.  T.  Newman,  of  Bloomer,  states  that  a 
Mr.  Ebener,  an  Eau  Claire  civil  engineer,  informed  him  that  hfe  secured  1,788 
of  these  from  the  men  engaged  in  the  grading  operations.  If  this  statement 
is  correct,  the  number  exceeds  by  far  the  number  of  such  implements  ever 
recovered  from  any  single  aboriginal  site  in  Wisconsin.  Unfortunately  both 
the  collector  and  these  implements  have  been  lost  track  of.  Others  were  said 
to  have  been  dumped  into  a  railroad  fill  with  the  earth  from  the  mounds. 

8.  South  Shore  Mounds  and  Camp  Sites.  Indian  mounds  were  formerly 
scattered  over  the  lands  lying  along  the  south  shore  of  Lake  Chetek  from  the 
Chetek  river  at  the  outlet  to  the  Chautauqua  Assembly  grounds,  a  distance  of 
two  miles.  There  are  said  to  have  been  a  hundred  or  more  of  them  located  on 
what  are  now  the  F.  W.  Zeissner,  J.  C.  Phillips  and  F.  A.  Southworth  farms, 
land  originally  owned  by  the  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.,  lumber  firm,  and  still  known 
as  the  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  farm.  Doubtless  these  were  arranged  in  several,  or  a 
number  of  distinct  groups.  In  walking  over  portions  of  the  cultivated  lands 
of  these  farms  with  Mr.  J.  A.  H.  Johnson,  the  investigators  were  able  to  re¬ 
locate  many  of  these  earthworks.  All  were  of  conical  or  oval  form.  Some  were 
formerly  of  quite  large  size.  According  to  William  Carey,  an  old  settler,  who 
assisted  in  their  demolition,  there  was  on  the  Zeissner  place  at  the  outlet 
of  the  lake  a  group  of  about  seventy-five  mounds.  These  earthworks  were 
from  a  few  feet  to  six  or  more  feet  high.  This  place  was  originally  covered 
with  a  forest  of  pine  trees.  Some  of  the  trees  were  from  18  to  20  inches  in 
diameter.  Stumps  of  this  size  were  on  some  of  the  mounds  when  he  assisted 
in  the  year  1866  in  removing  the  mounds  to  obtain  earth  for  the  construction 
of  the  Chetek  River  dam,  a  few  hundred  feet  below  the  outlet  of  Chetek  lake. 
Only  the  tops  of  some  of  the  mounds  were  removed  and  the  remains  of  these 
mounds  are  still  to  be  seen  in  the  cultivated  fields  along  the  river.  In  the  de¬ 
struction  of  the  mounds  a  large  quantity  of  human  bones  was  disturbed  and 
some  native  copper  and  stone  implements  obtained.  Some  of  them  had  been 
previously  excavated  by  Prof.  T.  H.  Lewis,  formerly  of  St.  Paul.  Others  were 
explored  by  W.  M.  Carter,  a  former  resident  of  Chetek.  On  the  adjoining 
Phillips’  place  the  number  of  mounds  is  said  to  have  been  much  smaller. 
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Some  of  the  mounds  on  the  present  Southworth  place,  adjoining  the  former 
place  on  the  east,  were  destroyed  in  grading  for  the  fair  grounds  which  were 
once  located  here.  Elsewhere  in  the  fields  and  along  the  road  at  this  place, 
mounds  reduced  by  cultivation  and  road-making,  are  still  to  be  seen. 

Mound  Park  Group.  On  the  Chatauqua  Assembly  grounds,  now  sub¬ 
divided  into  summer  resort  lots  and  known  as  Mound  Park,  is  a  fine  group  of 
twenty-eight  mounds.  Traces  of  two  others,  almost  wholly  removed,  are  on 
the  same  property  and  traces  of  five  others  in  the  road.  Some  others  are  in 
the  Southworth  field  across  the  road.  Of  the  mounds  in  Mound  Park,  four 
are  oval  and  the  remainder  conical  in  form.  The  largest  of  the  former  meas¬ 
ures  55  by  30  feet,  and  the  largest  of  the  latter  is  42  feet  in  diameter.  The 
highest  of  these  mounds  is  about  3J/2  feet.  A  number  of  them  have  been 
excavated  by  the  method  common  to  relic  hunters  of  digging  into  their  tops. 
The  mounds  are  located  in  a  grove  of  oak  trees  and  are  quite  closely  grouped. 
A  few  are  very  near  the  bank  of  the  lake  which  here  is  from  18  to  20  feet 
high.  They  occupy  a  triangle  of  land  whose  greatest  length  is  about  600  feet 
and  whose  base  measures  about  500  feet.  Of  this  group  a  survey  was  made. 
It  is  highly  desirable  that  a  number  of  the  finest  of  these  earthworks  be 
preserved. 

Camp  Sites.  In  the  early  days  of  settlement,  the  Chippewa  Indians  often 
camped  in  large  numbers  about  and  near  the  outlet  to  Lake  Chetek. 

In  the  cultivated  fields  of  the  Zeissness  farm,  on  the  east  side  of  the  out¬ 
let  and  along  the  south  shore  of  the  lake,  quartzite  and  a  lesser  number  of 
chert  and  quartz  flakes  and  fragments  and  fireplace  stones  are  to  be  seen  on 
the  surface  of  the  ground.  These  fields  have  been  collected  from  for  years  and 
a  large  number  of  stone  arrow  and  spear-points,  perforators,  scrapers,  celts, 
hammer  stones,  arrow-shaft  grinders  and  other  materials,  obtained.  Camp 
and  workshop  sites  are  also  indicated  by  scattered  evidences  on  part  of  the 
Phillips  and  Southworth  places.  A  country  road  leading  from  Chetek  across 
the  bridge  at  the  outlet  parallels  the  lake  shore  and  passes  along  the  front  of 
the  several  farms  mentioned,  to  Mound  Park. 

9.  Leinenkugel  Point  Mounds  and  Camp  Site.  This  point  formerly  ex¬ 
tended  into  Lake  Chetek  for  a  greater  distance  than  it  does  today.  The  rais¬ 
ing  of  the  lake  by  the  construction  of  the  dam  at  the  outlet  has  submerged  and 
caused  the  erosion  of  a  considerable  portion  of  it.  On  the  extremity  of  this 
point  were  formerly  located  three  conical  mounds.  A.  T.  Newman,  of  Blpomer, 
remembers  seeing  these  mounds  in  the  year  1889.  At  this  time  one  was  being 
slowly  destroyed  by  the  gradual  erosion  of  the  lake  bank.  Two  others  were 
then  still  in  good  condition.  These  mounds  were  25  or  30  feet  in  diameter  and 
3  to  4  feet  high.  The  point  is  now  occupied  by  a  summer  resort  cottage,  known 
as  the  “Red  Club  House”,  and  by  several  other  cottages.  William  Carey  states 
that  in  the  late  eighties  the  Chippewa  Indians  camped  on  Leinenkugel  Point. 
At  this  time  two  hundred  or  more  bark-covered  wigwams  were  to  be  seen 
here.  On  the  occasion  of  some  special  ceremony,  or  council,  when  Indians 
came  from  other  localities  to  be  present,  he  has  seen  from  500  to  600  Indians 
on  the  lake  in  birchbark  canoes.  On  the  point  and  from  the  adjoining  cul¬ 
tivated  fields  many  stone  implements  have  been  collected.  W.  H.  Smith,  who 
formerly  resided  here,  had  a  considerable  collection  of  these.  Mr.  Newman 
also  has  a  number  of  chert  spearpoints  and  potsherds  obtained  here.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  information  given  to  J.  A.  H.  Johnson  by  Daniel  Beagle,  one  of  the 
earliest  settlers  on  the  site  of  Chetek,  an  Indian  trading  post  was  in  the  years 
1830-40,  located  on  this  point  not  far  from  the  site  of  the  present  club  house. 
The  trader  was  one  Louis  Montra,  of  whom  nothing  further  is  known.  The 
trader’s  log  cabin  was  still  standing  in  1865. 

10.  Johnson  Mounds.  On  the  property  of  H.  M.  Knudson  on  the  north 
side  of  a  small  bay  on  the  north  shore  of  Lake  Chetek,  J.  A.  H.  Johnson,  in 
1916,  located  a  group  of  two  conical  and  an  oval  or  short  linear  mound.  These 
are  on  Government  lot  4,  section  20,  at  a  distance  of  about  forty  rods  west  of 
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the  site  of  the  old  trading  post.  The  oval  mound,  Mr.  Johnson  believes,  may 
be  a  turtle  effigy,  this,  however,  is  most  unlikely  as  its  location  is  far  distant 
from  the  most  northern  range  of  such  earthworks  in  Wisconsin. 

11.  Camp  Roskinson  Cemetery  (S.  W.  Vi,  Sec.  20).  An' Indian  cemetery 
was  formerly  located  on  the  east  shore  of  Lake  Chetek  just  south  of  its  union 
with  Lake  Pokegema.  The  graves  were  in  a  dry  marsh.  J.  A.  H.  Johnson  re¬ 
members  that  there  were  some  forty  or  fifty  graves  in  the  cemetery  which  have 
now  been  destroyed  by  the  raising  of  the  waters  of  the  lake.  At  times  of  low 
water  many  stone  and  copper  implements  have  been  collected  from  a  sand  bar 
along  this  shore  by  W.  M.  Carter,  J.  C.  Phillips,  and  others.  The  shore  is  now 
occupied  by  a  number  of  cottages. 

12.  Flynn  Camp  Site.  On  the  W.  W.  Flynn  place,  on  the  east  side  of 
Lake  Chetek,  indications  of  an  Indian  camp  and  workshop  site  exist.  Some 
quartzite  points  and  other  stone  implements  have  been  collected  on  this  place. 
Fused  and  fire-cracked  stones  and  potsherds  were  found  in  several  places  on 
the  lake  bank. 

Chetek  River.  1.  Omaha  Crossing  Camp  Sites  (E.  V2,  Sec.  31).  On  cul¬ 
tivated  ground  on  the  Kelley,  W.  G.  Malcolm,  and  Bernard  Moe  farms,  located 
on  the  east  bank  of  the  Chetek  river,  south  of  the  Omaha  Railway  crossing, 
the  usual  scattered  indications  of  former  camp  and  chipping  sites  were  found 
in  a  number  of  places.  The  land  along  the  river  bank  is  low  and  marshy 
and  these  sites  are  on  the  higher  land  beyond.  As  usual,  the  scattered  flakes 
and  chips  were  almost  entirely  of  light-colored  quartzite.  Only  a  very  few 
chert  flakes  were  found.  In  a  potato  field  on  the  Moe  place,  just  at  the  edge 
of  a  farm  road  and  within  about  50  feet  of  the  river  bank,  has  been  found 
indications  of  a  small  shell  refuse  heap.  Numerous  broken  and  partly  decom¬ 
posed  valves  of  river  clams  were  scattered  over  the  surface  of  a  piece  of 
ground  about  15  feet  long.  Investigations  made  with  a  trowel  revealed  fur¬ 
ther  clusters  of  closely-packed  shells.  All  of  them,  however,  were  within  a 
few  inches  of  the  surface  and  no  traces  of  a  refuse  pit  were  revealed.  The 
clam  shell  valves  collected  here  were  identified  by  Dr.  Frank  C.  Baker,  director 
of  the  Chicago  Academy  of  Sciences,  as  specimens  of  Lampsilis  ligamentina, 
Lampsilis  luteola,  Lampsilis  anodontoides  and  Lampsilis  alata,  all  of  which 
species  of  Unio  occur  here.  J.  A.  H.  Johnson,  who  has  collected  here,  has  a 
fine  flint  blank  found  on  the  Malcolm  place.  A  few  quartzite  arrow-points, 
blanks  and  a  sandstone  arrow-shaft  grinder  have  been  found  by  others. 

2.  Chetek  River  Site  No.  2  (S.  W.  V4,  Sec.  31).  On  the  west  bank  of  the 
Chetek  River,  on  the  J.  Walsal  place,  in  a  cultivated  field  above  the  country 
road,  scattered  Indications  of  a  camp  site  were  found  by  the  author  and  Mr. 
Kirchner.  Several  large  quartzite  blanks,  an  arrow-shaft  grinder,  a  chert 
scraper  and  a  number  of  arrow-points  have  been  found  here.  From  this  place 
the  investigators  followed  the  course  of  the  river  southward  for  several  miles 
but  found  no  indications  of  camp  or  workshop  sites  in  any  of  the  numerous 
cultivated  fields  along  its  course. 

3.  Mortenson  Mounds  (N.  E.  Vi,  S.  W.  Vi,  Sec.  1,  Dovre  township).  Mr. 
Johnson  reported  the  presence  of  two  conical  mounds  on  the  Chris  Mortenson 
place,  in  woods  near  the  west  bank  of  the  Chetek.  These,  because  of  the  dense 
woods  and  underbrush,  we  were  unable  to  find. 

4.  Junction  Mounds  (S.  E.  V*,  Sec.  10,  Dovre  township).  On  the  Nor¬ 
man  Williamson  (Ole  Hanson)  place,  at  the  junction  of  the  Chetek  and  Red 
Cedar  rivers,  are  two  groups  of  mounds.  One  consists  of  seven  conical  and 
oval  mounds  and  is  located  in  a  tract  of  land  bordering  on  the  Red  Cedar  river 
and  thickly  overgrown  with  trees  and  brush.  The  largest  of  the  oval  mounds 
measures  21  by  45  feet.  The  single  comical  mound  is  20  feet  in  diameter. 
All  of  these  earthworks  are  low,  the  highest  being  only  about  3%  feet  high  at 
its  middle.  A  few  hundred  feet  northwest  of  these  mounds  on  the  river  bank 
are  two  conical  mounds.  In  a  cultivated  field  adjoining  this  woodland  on  the 
east  is  a  group  of  three  conical  mounds.  These  mounds  are  separated  from 
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one  another  by  short  distances.  They  are  40,  43,  and  60  feet  in  diameter, 
respectively,  and  from  3  to  3%  feet  high.  They  are  said  to  have  been  originally 
from  5  to  6  feet^high.  Several  hundred  feet  north  of  these  mounds  are  scat¬ 
tered  indications  of  an  Indian  camp  and  workshop  site.  J.  A.  H.  Johnson 
states  that  a  large  number  of  stone  and  other  implements  have  been  col¬ 
lected  from  these  fields.  One  collection  of  these  was  sent  to  Norway.  On  the 
bank  of  the  Chetek  river,  at  a  distance  of  about  130  rods  east  of  the  second 
mound  group,  a  Chippewa  Indian  camp  was  located  in  1840-45.  At  this  point 
the  natives  forded  the  river.  Another  camp  was  located  at  a  distance  of  about 
85  rods  southeast  of  the  mounds,  at  the  junction  of  the  two  streams.  On  the 
Peter  Knappen  place,  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Chetek  river,  are  evidences  of 
another  camp  and  workshop  site. 

Prairie  Lake.  1.  Gregerson  Cache  (S.  W.  Vi,  Sec.  18,  Chetek  township). 
On  the  Thomas  Gregerson  farm,  on  the  east  shore  of  Prairie  lake,  a  cache  of 
27  quartzite  blades  was  recently  found  in  a  cultivated  field.  It  was  disturbed 
by  the  finder  in  digging  a  post-hole.  The  blades  lay  in  a  small  heap  at  a  depth 
of  about  2  feet  below  the  surface  of  the  soil.  They  were  made  of  light  brown 
quartzite  and  were  from  2  to  3  inches  long.  In  this  field  are  scattered  indica¬ 
tions  of  an  Indian  camp  and  workshop  site.  Many  stone  and  some  copper 
implements  have  been  found  here  by  Mr.  Gregerson  and  his  boys.  Between 
this  field  and  the  lake  is  a  fine  tract  of  pine  woods  in  which  is  a  winding 
Indian  trail  leading  west  to  the  water’s  edge.  It  is  not  very  deep  and  was 
probably  in  use  for  only  a  short  time.  Where  this  trail  reaches  the  shore  was 
the  Indian  portage  across  Prairie  lake.  The  camp  site  on  this  place  extends 
over  on  to  the  Christ  Bruson  farm  adjoining  it  on  the  south.  On  this  site 
the  Chippewa  Indians  frequently  camped  in  numbers  in  the  years  after  1870. 
Fireplace  stones  were  found  in  several  places  along  the  lake  bank  on  the 
Gregerson  place.  According  to  Indian  tradition  several  fights  between  the 
Chippewa  and  Dakota  (Sioux)  took  place  in  an  early  day  on  the  shores  of 
Prairie  lake. 

2.  Olson  Mound  and  Camp  Site  (S.  Vfc,  N.  W.  V4,  Sec.  18).  A  single  oval 
mound  is  located  in  the  farm  of  Thorsten  Olson.  It  is  43  by  51  feet  in 
size  and  about  two  feet  high.  It  is  said  to  have  been  originally  six  or  seven 
feet  high,  its  height  having  been  greatly  reduced  by  cultivation.  It  lay  in  the 
middle  of  a  clover  field  at  the  time  of  our  visit.  The  mound  lies  about  60  rods 
back  from  the  east  shore  of  Prairie  lake  from  which  it  is  separated  by  a  strip 
of  woodland.  In  the  cultivated  fields  about  the  mound  are  the  usual  indica¬ 
tions  of  an  Indian  camp  site.  In  one  place,  a  short  distance  north  of  the  mound, 
J.  A.  A.  Johnson  has  collected  numerous  fragments  of  pottery  vessels.  Several 
grooved  stone  hammers,  a  number  of  chert  implements  and  two  rusty  bayonets 
have  also  been  collected  in  this  field. 

3.  Pleasant  Plain  Group  (N.  V2,  N.  W.  Sec.  19).  On  the  Christ  Olson 
place,  which  adjoins  the  Thorten  Olson  farm  on  the  north,  is  a  fine  group  of 
twenty-seven  conical  and  oval  mounds.  Fifteen  of  these  are  of  conical  and 
twelve  of  oval  form.  The  largest  of  the  conical  mounds  is  50  and  the  smallest 
20  feet  in  diameter.  The  largest  of  the  oval  earth-works  measures  94  by 
46  and  the  smallest  20  by  15  feet.  The  lowest  mound  in  the  group  is  only  lVfe 
and  the  highest  10  feet  high  at  its  highest  part.  Thirteen  of  the  mounds  are 
from  5  to  10  feet  high.  One  of  the  oval  mounds  is  of  the  peculiar  pear- 
shaped  form,  being  slightly  constricted  near  its  nothern  extremity.  These 
mounds  are  quite  compactly  grouped,  being  separated  from  one  another  by  only 
short  distances.  As  may  be  seen  by  a  minute  examination,  they  appear  to 
be  arranged  in  four  more  or  less  irregular  lines  or  series.  They  are  located 
in  a  fine  tract  of  pine  woods.  At  the'  time  of  the  investigation  the  southwest 
corner  of  the  woods  had  recently  been  cleared,  the  brush  heaps  lying  about 
among  the  nine  mounds  in  the  clearing.  West  and  south  of  the  mounds  are 
cultivated  fields  and  north  of  them  a  pretty  wooded  ravine.  In  this  ravine, 
near  its  opening  into  Prairie  Lake,  is  a  fine  spring.  The  portion  of  this  wood- 
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land  lying  along  the  lake  shore  has  recently  been  subdivided  into  summer 
resort  lots  and  is  now  known  as  Pleasant  Plain.  Nearly  all  of  the  mounds  in 
this  group  have  been  rifled  by  relic  hunters.  Deep  and  ugly  holes  have  been 
dug  into  their  tops  and  sides  and  as  no  effort  has  been  made  by  the  diggers 
to  again  return  the  earth  thrown  out  in  the  course  of  their  destructive  opera¬ 
tions  the  mounds  today  resemble  miniature  volcanoes.  As  all  of  this  digging 
has  been  done  by  persons  having  no  archeological  knowledge  or  experience 
and  by  methods  generally  disapproved  it  is  hardly  to  be  expected  that  any 
data  of  value  to  archeological  science  of  the  results  of  their  operations  could 
be  obtained.  Some  of  these  destructive  explorations  are  reported  to  have 
been  conducted  some  years  ago  by  a  Chicago  doctor,  and  W.  M.  Carter,  a  former 
Chetek  collector,  with  the  assistance  of  several  men  whom  they  employed. 
They  secured  a  number  of  copper  and  stone  implements.  During  the  summer 
of  1911,  Leroy  Colbert  of  Chetek  and  others  dug  into  one  of  the  mounds  and  are 
said  to  have  obtained  a  pottery  vessel.  This  group  of  mounds  despite  its 
mutilation  is  still  the  finest  of  those  remaining  about  the  Chetek  lakes.  In 
none  of  the  other  groups  are  there  earthworks  which  can  be  compared  with 
these  in  size.  By  the  expenditure  of  a  small  amount  of  money  most  of  the 
injured  mounds  can  be  restored  to  their  former  beauty.  Citizens  of  Chetek 
should  see  to  it  that  these  mounds  are  secured  and  preserved  to  posterity  in  a 
public  park.  Thus  preserved  they  are  certain  to  become  one  of  the  most 
interesting  attractions  of  this  favored  region. 

4.  Museus  Mound.  J.  A.  H.  Johnson  reported  the  existence  of  a  single 
oval  mound  on  the  Martin  Bruson  place,  formerly  owned  by  Charles  Museus. 
This  place  is  about  one  mile  north  of  the  Pleasant  Point  group.  The  mound  is 
in  a  field  and  has  been  long  under  cultivation.  It  is  about  20  by  30  feet 
in  size  and  3  feet  high. 

Lake  Pokegema.  1.  Meadows  Island  Camp  Site.  This  island  is  located 
near  the  northern  part  of  Lake  Pokegema.  It  is  only  a  few  acres  in  extent 
and  is  thickly  overgrown  with  trees  and  brush.  On  its  southern  side  the  lake 
bank  is  quite  high  and  steep.  The  northern  shore  is  low  and  marshy.  This 
island  was  in  the  early  days  of  the  settlement  of  this  region  a  favorite  camp¬ 
ing  place  of  the  Chippewa  Indians.  The  high  bank  on  the  southern  shore 
of  the  island  is  now  being  rapidly  worn  away  by  the  combined  forces  of  the 
wind,  rain  and  waves  and  thus  evidences  of  aboriginal  occupation  are  being 
everywhere  exposed.  When  on  August  9,  1912,  investigators  visited  the  island 
in  company  with  Mr.  J.  A.  H.  Johnson  and  Mr.  A.  T.  Newman  we  found  the 
burned  and  broken  stones  of  a  number  of  Indian  fireplaces  scattered  over 
the  slope.  With  these  were  numerous  pieces  of  charcoal,  pottery  fragments 
and  pieces  of  human  and  animal  bones.  Other  fireplaces  were  partly  exposed  at 
the  top  of  the  bank  below  the  sod  covering.  In  October,  1911,  Mr.  Johnson 
found  at  the  foot  of  this  lake  bank  a  number  of  human  bones  which  had 
apparently  been  washed  out  from  a  grave  at  the  top.  Locating  this  grave  he 
proceeded  to  explore  it  and  found  a  human  skull  over  which  a  small  copper 
trade  kettle  had  been  inverted,  or  which  by  some  accident  had  been  overturned 
on  the  skull.  In  this  kettle  were  a  number  of  thimbles,  rings  with  stone  sets, 
bangles,  glass  beads  and  a  bone  implement,  these  articles  plainly  indicating 
that  the  burial  was  a  recent  one.  On  the  top  of  the  island  and  at  short  dis¬ 
tances  back  from  the  edge  of  the  bank  we  located  a  series  of  shallow  circular 
excavations.  Some  of  the  largest  of  these  were  five  and  six  feet  in  diameter 
and  from  six  inches  to  a  foot  in  depth,  being  filled  in  with  leaves  and  soil. 
Some  of  these  pits  were  investigated.  They  appear  to  have  been  originally 
from  three  to  three  and  a  half  feet  in  depth.  Mixed  with  the  soil  which  we 
removed  from  them  were  numerous  fireplace  stones  and  quantities  of  charcoal. 
It  is  quite  probable  that  they  were  provision  caches,  being  used  for  the  storage 
of  food. 

The  Chippewa  also  formerly  camped  on  the  west  shore  of  Lake  Pokegema 
on  a  point  just  southwest  of  Meadows  Island. 
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2.  Ellis  Mound  (E.  V2,  N.  E.  Vi,  Sec.  17).  In  a  potato  field  on  the  Eliza¬ 
beth  Ellis’  property,  on  the  east  shore  of  Lake  Pokegema,  a  single  oval 
mound  was  located.  This  mound  measured  16  by  25  feet  in  size.  It  was  rather 
inconspicuous,  its  greatest  elevation  being  only  about  2  feet  and  it  could 
only  be  detected  a  short  distance  away  by  the  greater  height  of  the  potato 
plants  growing  on  its  top  and  sides  over  those  on  the  level  about  it.  It  is 
about  400  feet  distant  from  the  bank  of  Lake  Pokegema.  Along  the  shore  of  the 
lake,  on  the  Ellis  place,  a  narrow  strip  of  pine  and  other  forest  trees  has  been 
permitted  to  remain.  The  lake  bank  is  quite  steep,  from  25  to  30  or  more 
feet  high  in  places.  In  the  rear  of  this  strip  of  woodland  and  between  it  and 
the  potato  field  in  which  the  mound  is  situated  is  a  strip  of  recently  cleared 
land  upon  which  at  the  time  of  our  visit  furrows  had  been  turned  for  the  first 
time.  Here  a  few  quartzite  flakes  and  fireplace  stones  were  found.  Doubtless 
another  plowing  will  reveal  more  abundant  indications  of  a  camp  and  workshop 
site.  In  another  potato  patch,  on  higher  ground  several  hundred  feet  south¬ 
east  of  the  mound,  and  separated  from  it  by  a  buckwheat  field,  are  found 
indications  of  a  camp  and  workshop  site.  On  a  small  knoll,  several  hundred 
feet  northeast  of  the  mound  and  in  the  same  potato  field,  were  found  scattered 
about  on  the  surface  of  the  ground  numerous  fragments  of  the  dark  brown 
sandstone  which  the  aborigines  of  this  region  employed  for  the  making  of 
arrowshaft  grinders,  and  grinding  stones  and  which  is  even  today  occasionally 
sought  by  the  Indians  for  similar  or  other  uses.  On  this  knoll  this  material 
lies  close  to  the  surface  and  is  encountered  and  broken  up  by  the  plow  in 
cultivating  the  land.  If  the  cultivated  fields  on  the  Ellis  place  could  be 
examined  at  a  time  after  the  removal  of  the  crops  further  indications  of  camp 
and  chipping  sites  would  doubtless  be  found.  In  examining  the  lake  bank 
in  front  of  the  Samuel  Calhoun  place,  which  adjoins  the  Ellis  property  on 
the  south,  we  found  an  Indian  fireplace,  the  stones  on  the  outer  edge  of  which 
were  just  beginning  to  slip  down  the  eroding  bank. 

A  large  number  of  Indian  rice  threshing  pits  are  located  on  Indian 
Point,  on  the  A.  D.  Johnson  place,  on  the  east  shore  of  Prairie  lake  on  a 
slough  connecting  this  lake  with  Mud  lake.  Mud  lake  was  a  favorite  field 
for  the  gathering  of  wild  rice. 

Rice  Lake.  1.  Nelson  Garden  Beds  (N.  W.  Vi,  Sec.  16,  Rice  Lake  town¬ 
ship).  On  the  H.  C.  Nelson  place  on  the  west  shore  of  Rice  lake,  are  a  series 
of  Indian  garden  beds.  They  are  located  in  a  pasture  having  in  it  a  few 
scattered  oak  trees.  The  lake  bank  in  front  of  this  property  is  from  8  to  18 
feet  high  and  distance  from  the  top  to  the  water’s  edge  from  20  to  22  feet. 
It  is  overgrown  with  young  trees  and  shrubs.  The  garden  beds  lie  from  7  to 
10  feet  back  from  the  top  of  the  bank.  Mr.  Nelson,  who  operates  an  extensive 
ginseng  nursery  at  this  place,  accompanied  the  investigators  and  Rex  Hamilton 
of  Rice  Lake  in  examination  of  this  Indian  planting  ground  on  August  12,  1912. 
There  appear  to  be  two  distinct  plots  of  beds.  One  plot  was  found  to  measure 
about  114  feet  in  length  and  to  contain  15  beds  or  rows,  these  being  from  24  to 
27  feet  in  length.  A  distance  of  about  50  feet  separates  this  plot  of  beds 
from  the  second  plot.  The  other  plot  measures  about  200  feet  in  length.  The 
beds  are  from  15  to  36  feet  long.  The  investigators  counted  38  beds,  or  rows, 
in  this  plot  which  extends  to  within  about  80  feet  of  the  north  boundary  fence 
of  the  pasture.  The  general  direction  of  the  beds  is  northwest.  Although 
rather  low  they  are  quite  distinct,  much  more  so  in  some  places  than  in  others. 
They  are  from  3  to  3V£  feet  wide  and  from  4  to  6  inches  high.  The  paths 
separating  them  are  from  1  foot  to  14  inches  wide.  At  the  nothern  end  of  the 
second  plot  there  were  three  shallow  circular  depressions  measuring  from 
5  to  6  inches  across  and  from  6  to  8  inches  in  depth.  A  single  similar  pit  was 
located  at  the  southern  extremity  of  the  other  plot.  These  pits  were  found 
to  have  been  originally  from  18  inches  to  2Vfe  feet  in  depth.  Nothing  was 
found  in  any  of  them  and  the  investigators  reached  the  conclusion  that  they 
were  probably  threshing  pits  and  employed  by  the  Indians  in  the  hulling  of 
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wild  rice,  once  growing  abundantly  in  the  lake.  This  was  accomplished  by 
placing  the  rice  on  a  blanket  or  deerskin  spread  across  the  hole  and  treading 
out  the  grain  with  the  feet.  G.  C.  Soper  says  that  in  the  early  days  of  settle¬ 
ment  the  Indians  frequently  secured  pork  barrels  which  they  sunk  in  the 
ground  and  employed  as  threshing  pits  sometimes  using  sticks  to  beat  out  the 
grain  instead  of  the  feet.  It  is  impossible  to  determine  whether  the  garden  beds 
and  threshing  pits  were  made  and  in  use  at  the  same  time,  but  they  probably 
were.  In  Mr.  Nelson’s  ginseng  nursery,  which  adjoins  this  pasture  on  the 
south,  numerous  fireplace  stones  and  occasional  quartzite  chips  were  exposed 
on  newly  turned  ground. 

2.  Howard  Camp  Site.  The  M.  T.  Howard  place,  also  known  as  Howard’s 
Point,  was  a  camping  ground  of  the  Chippewa  in  1879  and  1880.  Here,  accord¬ 
ing  to  G.  C.  Soper,  they  also  had  in  early  days  a  dancing  ground  where  medicine 
and  other  dances  were  held  and  in  which  considerable  numbers  of  Indians 
took  part,  the  ground  over  a  small  area  being  cleared  of  brush  and  beaten  down 
for  this  purpose.  One  hundred  or  more  Indians  sometimes  camped  here. 
This  place  fronts  on  Rice  lake  on  the  east  and  on  a  slough  on  the  south. 

3.  Rice  Lake  Group  (Section  16,  Stanfold  township).  A  description  of 
this  group  of  Indian  mounds  is  given  by  Prof.  Cyrus  Thomas  in  the  Twelfth 
Annual  Report  of  the  Bureau  of  American  Ethnology.  The  explorations  were 
made  by  J.  D.  Middleton,  an  employee  of  the  survey,  in  about  the  year  1890. 

“This  group,  a  plat  of  which  has  been  published,  is  situated  at  Rice  Lake 
city,  on  Sec.  16,  T.  36  N.,  R.  11  W.,  about  half  a  mile  above  Red  Cedar  river. 
The  land  at  this  point  is  somewhat  broken,  and  the  area  occupied  by  the  group 
is  cut  by  a  small  ravine  that  runs  northeast  to  the  lake.  Some  of  the  mounds 
are  on  gravelly  knolls,  a  few  in  the  ravine,  some  on  the  slope  up  to  the  level 
which  runs  back  to  a  ridge  a  quarter  of  a  mile  distant  and  some  on  this  level. 
The  location  was  well  chosen  for  hunting,  fishing,  and  procuring  a  supply  of 
food,  as  game  and  fish  are  still  abundant  and  wild  rice  formerly  grew  in 
the  lake. 

“The  group  consists  of  fifty-one  mounds,  chiefly  of  the  ordinary  conical 
form.  There  are  no  effigies  or  long  slender  embankments  in  it.  The  construc¬ 
tion  varies  so  little  that  few  only  will  be  described  as  samples  of  the  rest. 
No.  1,  for  instance,  as  representing  Nos.  24,  26,  35,  39,  46,  and  45.  This  stands 
in  the  bottom  of  a  ravine  about  10  feet  above  the  water  level  and  about  500 
feet  from  the  shore  of  the  lake;  diameter,  28  feet;  height,  4  feet.  The  construc¬ 
tion,  as  shown  by  examination,  was  as  follows,  commencing  at  the  top:  First, 
a  layer  of  dark  vegetable  mould  2  inches  thick  had  formed  since  the  mound 
was  abandoned;  next,  a  layer  of  sandy  loam  with  a  slight  admixture  of  clay; 
third,  the  core  forming  the  central  and  remaining  portion  of  the  structure  and 
resting  on  the  original  surface  of  the  gully.  This  consisted  of  clay  mixed  with 
sand  and  was  very  hard.  It  appeared  to  be  composed  of  small  rounded  masses 
about  16  to  18  inches  in  diameter  and  6  to  10  inches  thick,  doubtless  represent¬ 
ing  the  loads  deposited  by  the  builders.  Lying  on  the  original  surface  of  the 
ground  underneath  the  core,  were  two  skeletons  bundled,  as  was  the  case  with 
nearly  all*  found  in  this  group.  The  bundling  was  done  by  placing  the  long 
bones  together  as  closely  as  possible  around  the  ribs,  the  vertebral  bones  being 
placed  together  here  and  there  so  as  to  render  the  bundle  as  compact  as 
possible.  Close  to  these  were  the  charred  remains  of  another  skeleton  pressed 
into  a  layer  scarcely  exceeding  an  inch  of  thickness,  but,  as  there  were  no  signs 
of  fire,  ashes,  or  coals  on  the  surface  beneath,  burning  must  have  taken  place 
before  burial.  As  all  the  skeletons  were  under  the  core,  and  as  the  small  masses 
heretofore  mentioned  showed  no  signs  of  disturbance  they  must  have  been 
buried  at  one  ‘time. 

“Mound  24  measured  but  22  feet  in  diameter  and  3  in  height.  It  differed 
from  No.  1  only  in  containing  four  skeletons,  none  of  them  charred. 

“Mound  26,  but  25  feet  in  diameter  and  4  feet  high,  contained  four  skele¬ 
tons  of  the  original  burial  and  three  of  intrusive  burial,  as  did  also  No.  35. 
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“In  No.  46  there  had  been  seven  original  burials,  at  the  base  of  the  core,  aa 
usual,  one  of  a  child — no  intrusive  burials. 

“No.  8,  oval  in  outline,  36  feet  long,  26  feet  wide,  and  5  feet  high,  differed 
from  the  others,  as  it  lacked  the  core  and  layer  of  sandy  loam.  With  the 
exception  of  the  top  layer  of  vegetable  mold  it  consisted  of  yellowish  clay  mixed 
with  sand,  probably  taken  from  the  immediately  surrounding  vicinity.  Six 
skeletons  were  found  in  it;  the  first,  3  feet  south  of  the  apex  and  at  a  depth 
of  2  feet,  No.  2  a  foot  and  a  half  south  of  the  first.  These  two  appeared  to  have 
been  buried  at  the  same  time,  or  nearly  so,  and  most  likely  were  intrusive 
burials.  No.  3  was  at  the  bottom,  on  the  original  surface,  under  No.  1;  No.  4 
a  foot  northeast  of  3;  No.  5  two  feet  east  of  the  last;  and  No.  6  a  foot  north 
of  No.  5.  The  last  four  skeletons  were  probably  the  first  interments  in  the 
mound,  and  appear  to  have  been  buried  about  the  same  time  from  the  fact 
that  they  were  bundled,  and  the  bones  clean  and  white,  although  so  soft  as  to 
fall  to  pieces  when  exposed  to  the  atmosphere. 

“Mound  No.  11,  standing  east  of  No.  8,  is  also,  oblong,  35  feet  long  and  23 
feet  wide.  The  construction  the  same  as  the  preceding.  There  have  been 
five  original  and  five  intrusive  burials,  the  latter  in  the  center  at  a  depth 
of  3  feet,  the  others  at  the  bottom  of  the  mound,  in  the  north  end.  All  of  the 
skeletons  were  bundled,  those  near  the  surface  being  in  a  better  state  of 
preservation  than  those  in  the  bottom.  A  large  pine  stump  was  standing  over 
the  latter,  the  roots  of  which  had  broken  them  up  to  a  considerable  extent. 

“Mound  42,  standing  in  the  ravine,  measured  27  feet  in  diameter  and  four 
feet  high.  The  construction  was  found  to  be  similar  to  that  of  No.  1 ;  first,  the 
thin  layer  of  vegetable  mold;  then  sandy  loam  and  the  clay  core;  but  here 
was  a  pit  in  the  original  soil,  rectangular  in  form,  3  feet  long,  2  feet  wide,  and 
one  in  depth,  the  sides  and  ends  flaring.  In  this  mound  there  had  been  three 
intrusive  and  two  original  burials.  Two  skeletons  of  the  former  were  in  the 
southwest  part,  at  the  depth  of  2  feet;  the  third  in  the  center  at  a  depth  of  4 
feet,  a  cut  having  been  made  in  the  top  of  the  core  to  receive  it.  The  material 
of  the  layer  over  it  had  a  disturbed  appearance,  indicating  that  these  were 
intrusive  burials. 

“Two  other  skeletons  were  found  at  the  bottom  of  the  pit,  bundled  as 
usual.  The  bones  of  these  two  are  larger  than  those  of  any  other  skeletons  in 
the  group.  Mounds  numbered  41,  47,  and  48  were  so  similar  in  every  respect 
to  42  as  to  need  no  further  notice. 

“Mound  49  stands  on  the  lower  margin  of  the  gravelly  ridge  south  of  the 
gully,  20  or  25  feet  above  the  water  level  of  the  lake;  its  diameter  being  26 
feet  and  height  5  feet.  It  was  found  to  consist,  except  the  top  layer,  of  an 
unstratified  mass  of  dark  brown  loam  with  a  considerable  mixture  of  sand 
and  gravel,  having  the  same  appearance  as  the  soil  of  the  ridge  on  which  it 
stands;  an  occasional  lump  of  clay,  similar  to  the  load  masses  heretofore 
spoken  of  was  observed.  Under  this  main  layer  or  body  of  the  mound,  near 
the  center,  was  an  oval  pit,  diameters  2  and  2%  feet,  and  1  foot  in  depth. 
This  mound  furnished  evidence  as  usual  of  both  intrusive  and  original  burials. 
The  original  burials  were  two  adults  in  the  pit;  these,  as  also  the  skeletons  of 
the  intrusive  burials,  being  bundled,  an  indication  that  the  two  people 
buried  here  belonged  to  the  same  race.  Mounds  28  and  36  were  similar  through¬ 
out  to  No.  49.” 

The  extension  of  the  northern  •  limits  of  the  city  of  Rice  Lake  since  the 
time  of  Professor  Thomas’  survey  has  caused  the  destruction  of  a  large  number 
of  the  mounds  in  this  group.  Several  others  (Nos.  9  and  10)  have  been 
obliterated  by  the  levelling  of  the  fair  grounds.  On  August  11  was  made  a 
survey  of  the  portion  of  the  group  which  is  still  in  existence.  It  will  be  noted 
that  one  of  the  cluster  of  mounds  in  the  M.  T.  Howard  woods  is  of  the  rather 
unusual  double  conical  or  “dumb-bell”  shape.  Its  length  is  53  feet  and  the 
round  extremities  each  18  feet  in  diameter.  The  width  at  its  middle  is  15 
feet. 
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All  but  one  of  these  mounds  have  been  explored  by  the  very  unsatis¬ 
factory  method  of  digging  into  their  tops.  In  several  instances  the  ekcavation 
has  been  continued  through  one  side  of  the  mound.  The  tops  of  two  have  been 
cut  away  leaving  them  now  quite  low  and  level.  This  was  done  to  obtain  soil 
ior  some  purpose. 

William  Dietz  of  Rice  Lake,  who,  with  a  Mr.  Monteith,  explored  some  of 
the  mounds  in  this  group  in  about  the  year  1887,  states  that  in  some  as  many  as 
a  dozen  skeletons  were  found.  These  he  believed  had  been  interred  in  a 
sitting  posture.  He  believed  that  the  bundle  burials  were  skeletons  which  had 
collapsed  from  a  sitting  position,  a  very  natural  conclusion.  No  implements 
accompanied  these  burials.  Other  mounds,  we  were  informed,  had  been 
opened  by  a  Dr.  Farness  of  the  results  of  whose  digging  nothing  is  known. 
K.  E.  Rasmussen  of  Rice  Lake  also  dug  into  several  of  the  mounds.  He  found 
not  more  than  two  burials  in  any  of  these.  With  them  were  a  few  chert 
arrowpoints. 

G.  C.  Soper,  who  formerly  owned  the  property  now  belonging  to  C.  F.  Stout, 
levelled  several  of  the  mounds  which  stood  near  the  lake  shore  on  this  place. 
These  may  be  the  mounds  which  we  were  informed  were  once  located  just 
west  of  the  Stout  residence.  He  states  that  several  others  stood  on  the  lake 
shore  opposite  what  is  now  known  as  Soper’s  Island.  These  were  destroyed 
by  the  raising  of  the  waters  of  the  lake  by  the  construction  of  the  dam  at  its 
foot.  These  mounds  had  disappeared  at  the  time  of  the  making  of  the  Thomas 
survey  and  are  not  included  in  his  plat. 

A  private  road,  an  extension  of  main  street,  today  divides  the  remaining 
mounds  of  this  group.  Five  of  them  are  on  property  belonging  to  C.  F.  Stout 
and  the  remaining  eighteen  in  a  tract  of  woods  owned  by  M.  T.  Howard,  on  the 
east  side  of  the  road.  One  mound  in  this  tract  is  the  curious  dumb-bell- 
shaped  earthwork.  It  has  a  uniform  height  of  about  4 xh  feet. 

As  these  are  the  last  mounds  now  remaining  on  the  west  side  of  the  lake, 
Rice  Lake  citizens  should  take  advantage  of  the  present  opportunity  to  perma¬ 
nently  preserve  some  of  them.  This  place  is  a  portion  of  what  is  known  as 
Howard’s  Point.  It  is  well  located  for  use  as  a  city  park. 

4.  Middleton  Mounds.  Every  trace  of  two  groups  linear  mounds  which 
J.  D.  Middleton  reported  as  located  south  of  the  then  village  of  Rice  Lake,  in 
Section  21,  has  now  disappeared.  These  were  located  west  of  Main  street  on 
the  city  blocks  now  occupied  by  the  public  library  and  other  buildings.  The 
growth  of  the  city  caused  their  destruction.  No  one  whom  we  could  find 
appeared  to  know  much,  if  anything,  concerning  these  earhworks. 

5.  Red  Cedar  River  Camp  Site.  In  a  patch  of  cultivated  ground  on 
the  north  bank  of  the  Red  Cedar,  near  the  Omaha  railroad  bridge,  evidences 
of  an  Indian  camp  and  workshop  site  were  found.  This  field  is  about  50  feet 
wide  and  extends  about  120  feet  along  the  river.  In  its  rear  is  elevated 
ground  which  is  being  slowly  cut  away  by  the  Rice  Lake  Stone  Co.,  which 
is  operating  a  gravel  pit  here.  In  this  field,  which  at  the  time  of  the  visit 
was  being  used  for  the  growing  of  potatoes,  were  found  numerous  fireplace 
stones  and  scattered  quartzite  chips  and  flakes.  Some  chert  and  quartzite 
implements  and  a  few  pebble  hammerstones  have  been  found  here  by  boys 
of  the  city.  The  field  is  rather  level  and  is  elevated  about  5  or  6  feet  above 
the  river.  This  site  formerly  extended  further  east  along  the  river  as  far 
as  Main  street  or  nearly  as  far  over  a  tract  now  occupied  by  the  back  yards  of  a 
number  of  cottages. 

5.  Cyrus  Thomas  Group  (Sec.  10).  These  mounds  are  also  described 
by  Professor  Thomas.  We  were  unable  to  visit  the  location.  It  is  proper  that 
the  group  should  be  named  in  his  honor. 

“These  mounds,  which  are  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  lake  from  the 
preceding,  are  all  of  the  round  or  conical  type  and  are  located  on  a  point  of 
land  some  25  feet  above  and  overlooking  the  lake  and  the  other  village  just 
described.  No.  8,  one  of  the  largest  of  the  group,  measured  45  feet  in 


Digitized 


22 


HISTORY  OF  BARRON  COUNTY 


diameter  and  5  feet  high.  Commencing  at  the  top,  the  first  3  feet  was  a  layer 
of  sandy  loam;  the  remainder  was  a  core  of  hard  clay  mixed  with  sand,  made 
up  of  small  masses,  like  those  heretofore  described.  The  latter  rested  on  a 
layer,  about  an  inch  thick,  of  what  seemed  to  be  the  decayed  vegetable  material 
of  the  original  surface  of  the  ground.  A  skeleton  was  discovered  southeast  of 
the  center,  only  3  inches  below  the  surface,  bundled.  Fragments  of  a  skull 
were  found  near  the  center  at  a  depth  of  2  feet.  Here  there  were  evidences 
that  a  grave  had  been  dug  in  the  mound  after  it  had  been  completed,  and  a 
body  buried  in  bark  wrappings,  but  all  save  the  fragments  of  the  skull  had 
completely  decayed.  A  third  was  at  the  same  depth.  Four  feet  east  of  the 
center  was  another  at  the  depth  of  3  feet,  but  the  skull  in  this  case  was  wanting 
from  the  bundle.  In  the  apex  of  the  central  core,  in  which  a  cut  had  been 
made  for  its  reception,  was  a  fifth  at  a  depth  of  3%  feet  from  the  top  and  6 
inches  in  the  core.  No  skeletons  were  found  in  the  lower  part  of  the  mound, 
though  at  two  points  the  earth  was  similar  in  character  to  that  which  results 
from  decayed  bodies  and  probably  marked  burial  places.  At  the  bottom  of 
the  mound,  south  of  the  center,  was  the  only  relic  obtained,  a  copper  drill 
or  spindle,  similar  to  that  shown  in  Fig.  34;  this  is  inches  long,  a  little 
over  one-fourth  of  an  inch  square,  and  pointed  at  each  end.  When  found,  it 
was  upright. 

“Mound  12,  situated  west  of  No.  8,  in  a  thicket,  measured  32  feet  in 
diameter  and  3 V2  in  height.  The  upper  layer  consisted  of  loose  sandy  loam, 
like  the  surrounding  surface.  The  remainder,  of  sand  and  clay,  very  hard, 
rested  on  the  original  surface  of  the  ground.  Under  this  was  a  pit,  length  7 
feet,  width  at  one  end  4  feet,  at  the  other  5V2,  depth  2  feet,  its  walls  perpen¬ 
dicular  and  bottom  flat.  Three  bundled  skeletons,  the  only  ones  found  in  the 
mound,  were  in  this  pit.  With  one  were  a  few  copper  beads. 

“Mound  14,  standing  120  feet  from  the  lake  shore,  measured  but  26  feet 
in  diameter  and  a  little  over  3  feet  in  height.  The  construction  was  somewhat 
similar  to  that  of  No.  8;  first  a  layer  of  sandy  loam,  1  foot  thick,  then  the 
core,  2  feet  thick;  but  in  this  case  there  was,  immediately  below  the  second 
layer,  a  stratum  of  charcoal  4  inches  thick  and  covering  the  same  area.  Under¬ 
neath  this,  on  the  original  surface,  were  the  remains  of  three  bundled  skeletons 
partially  burned.  The  remains  of  two  logs,  which  had  been  nearly  consumed 
by  fire,  could  be  traced  in  the  layer  of  burned  earth.  They  must  have  been 
about  6  feet  long  and  4  or  5  inches  in  diameter.  They  were  parallel,  within  a 
foot  of  each  other,  and  had  evidently  been  laid  on  the  earth  covering  the 
skeletons,  but  there  were  no  indications  of  a  wooden  vault.  The  evidence 
seemed  conclusive  that  the  fire  had  been  kindled  here  after  the  skeletons  and 
logs  were  in  place.  The  first  skeleton  was  in  the  center  under  the  two  burned 
logs,  and  the  indications  were  that  it  had  been  wrapped  in  birch  bark,  parts  of 
which,  although  both  wrappings  and  bones  were  charred,  were  obtained.  The 
other  two  skeletons  were  north  and  east  of  this  central  one,  and  one  of  them 
showed  but  little  effects  of  the  fire,  while  the  other  was  nearly  consumed. 

“Southward,  outside  of  this  burned  area,  but  under  the  core  or  layer,  were 
two  other  skeletons,  which  seemed  to  have  been  buried  at  the  same  time  as 
the  other  three.” 

6.  Hiawatha  Park  Camp  Site  (W.  V2,  N.  W.  V4,  Sec.  15).  On  the  east 
shore  of  Rice  lake  and  on  the  north  side  of  the  Red  Cedar  river  which  here 
enters  the  lake,  abundant  evidence  (fireplace  stones  and  quartzite  chips)  were 
found  in  a  potato  patch.  The  larger  portion  of  this  beautiful  point  is  still 
occupied  by  a  woodland  of  deciduous  trees  and  it  was  therefore  impossible  to 
determine  how  large  an  area  this  camp  site  may  have  covered.  In  the  culti¬ 
vated  fields  along  this  stream  beyond  this  site  arrowpoints  and  a  few  stone 
celts  had  been  found.  This  property  has  been  subdivided  into  summer  resort 
lots  and  is  known  as  Hiawatha  Park. 

7.  Draak  Mounds  (S.  V2,  S.  W.  *4,  Sec.  15).  On  the  property  of  Herman 
Draak,  on  the  east  shore  of  Rice  lake,  are  located  two  conical  mounds.  These 
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were  within  a  short  distance  of  the  lake  bank.  The  larger  of  the  two  was 
32  feet  in  diameter  and  about  2  feet  high  and  the  smaller  24  feet  in  diameter 
and  IV2  feet  high.  The  mounds  were  in  a  grove  of  mixed  woods.  This 
property  was  in  former  days  a  Chippewa  Indian  camping  site  and  a  few  box 
covered  graves  were  located  here.  Campers  have  dug  into  numerous  tree 
falls  on  this  property  believing  them  to  be  Indian  burial  places. 

8.  Narrows  Cemetery.  A  Chippewa  Indian  cemetery  was  formerly  located 
at  the  north  end  of  the  railroad  bridge,  at  the  narrows  between  Rice  lake 
and  Lower  Rice  lake.  The  graves  were  covered  with  the  customary  wooden 
shelters.  They  were  destroyed  in  grading  the  approach  to  the  bridge.  Several 
cottages  now  stand  near  the  lake  bank,  near  this  place.  Between  the  wagon 
road  and  railroad  track,  which  cross  the  river  within  a  short  distance  of  each 
other,  is  a  pond.  Geo.  C.  Spore,  Geo.  Colon  and  others  well  remember  these 
graves. 

9.  Colons  Point  Camp  Site  (N.  E.  V4,  Sec.  27).  On  this  point  in  Lower 
Rice  lake,  the  well  known  Chippewa  chief,  Chenini,  had  his  camp  until  the 
removal  of  all  the  Indians  to  the  Lac  Courte  Oreilles  reservation  in  1833. 
He  remained  for  several  years  after  the  others  had  gone.  Mr.  Geo.  Colon, 
the  former  owner  of  this  point,  states  that  several  hundred  Indians  encamped 
here  at  different  times,  frequently  having  festivities  and  ceremonies  of  various 
kinds.  There  were  several  Indian  graves  here  also.  One  of  these,  the  grave  of 
a  niece  of  the  old  chief,  was  disturbed  by  local  summer  resorters  several 
years  ago.  A  small  amount  of  cheap  jewelry,  metal  forks  and  other  articles 
were  found  in  the  grave.  The  extreme  end  of  this  beautiful  wooded  point  is 
now  occupied  by  a  number  of  summer  resort  cottages. 

10.  French  Trading  Post  (S.  W.  Vi,  S.  E.  V\,  Sec.  27).  The  Wisconsin 
Atlas  of  1878  locates  a  French  trading  post  at  the  narrows  of  Rice  lake. 
According  to  George  Colon,  this  post  was  really  located  on  J.  J.  Silesky’s  place 
at  the  foot  of  Lower  Rice  lake.  The  investigators  in  1912  visited  this  place 
and  found  several  slight  linear  depressions  said  by  local  residents  to  be  the 
remnant  of  a  ditch  which  formerly  surrounded  the  trader’s  cabin,  and  in 
which  a  palisade  of  upright  logs  is  said  to  have  stood.  The  longest  depression 
was  about  15  feet  long.  Mr.  Colon  states  that  stones  from  the  trader’s  chimney 
formerly  lay  on  the  ground.  These  have  evidently  been  removed  as  no  trace  of 
them  could  be  seen.  This  site  is  in  a  level  space  at  the  foot  of  a  small  slope 
in  the  woods  a  short  distance  in  the  rear  of  the  Silesky  summer  cottage.  A 
short  distance  to  the  south  of  it  is  a  small  swamp.  The  site  is  opposite  the 
portage  (now  occupied  by  a  country  road)  between  Lower  Rice  and  Mountain 
lakes. 

Wild  rice  still  grows  abundantly  in  the  latter  very  shallow  lake. 

There  are  also  mounds  about  Bear  lake  in  the  northern  part  of  the  county, 
and  about  the  outlet  of  the  Red  Cedar  lake  into  the  Red  Cedar  river  in  the 
northeastern  part  of  the  county. 

A  survey  of  the  mounds  of  the  western  part  of  the  county  is  found  in  the 
appendix  of  this  work. 

The  student  of  Barron  county  antiquities  will  find  valuable  information 
concerning  its  Indian  remains  in  several  other  reports  published  by  the  Wis¬ 
consin  Archeological  Society.  These  are  “A  Record  of  Wisconsin  Antiquities” 
(1906),  “Pipestone  Quarries  in  Barron  County”  (1910),  “Aboriginal  Evidences 
in  Northwestern  Wisconsin”  (1914),  and  “The  Chetek  and  Rice  Lakes”  (1917). 
The  various  publications  of  the  Wisconsin  Historical  Society,  especially  the 
“Collections”  and  the  “Proceedings,”  also  teem  with  valuable  information 
regarding  this  region. 

At  some  period,  the  mound  builders  of  this  region  ceased  their  mound 
building.  If  indeed,  as  it  is  believed,  they  were  the  Dakota,  or  as  they  are 
popularly  called  the  Sioux,  then  their  descendants  mingled  with  Siouan  peoples 
to  the  south  and  west. 

With  the  passing  of  time,  the  Superior  region  was  occupied  by  the  Chip- 
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pewa  or  0 jibway  as  they  are  sometimes  called.  The  Chippewa  belong  to  the 
great  Algonquian  family,  and  probably  originally  worked  their  way  from  the 
St.  Lawrence  river  region  until  they  occupied  the  area  south  and  southwest 
of  Lake  Superior,  including  Barron  county. 

The  Chippewa  were  not  a  mound  building  tribe,  though  there  are  burial 
mounds  in  northern  Wisconsin  which  some  investigators  believe  the  Chippewa 
erected.  In  most  of  the  places  where  Chippewa  are  found  buried  in  mounds, 
however,  it  is  fairly  evident  that  the  burials  were  comparatively  recent  and  that 
the  mounds  had  been  built  long  before  they  were  used  for  Chippewa  burial 
places. 

The  woods  and  streams  supplied  the  Aborigines  their  simple  needs  of 
food,  clothing,  and  shelter.  From  the  skins  of  animals  they  fashioned  their 
garments,  by  hunting  and  by  harvesting  wild  rice  they  gained  their  food. 
Their  lodges  were  built  of  slender  trees,  covered  with  bark,  and  with  mats 
formed  of  plaited  reeds.  Gradually  they  learned  a  rude  form  of  agriculture, 
by  cultivating  the  ground  with  hoes  of  bone  and  plows  of  wood,  corn  and 
pumpkins  were  added  to  their  food  supply.  They  had  no  domestic  animals 
except  dogs,  which  also  served  as  an  addition  to  their  food  supply.  Their  tools 
and  implements  of  warfare  and  of  chase  were  made  of  stone,  flints  chipped  to 
a  point  tipped  their  arrows,  axes  and  hatchets  were  of  edged  stone,  war  clubs 
swung  a  heavy  stone  head.  The  only  metals  known  were  lead  and  copper.  The 
former  mined  in  a  crude  fashion  was  mostly  used  for  ornament.  Copper, 
secured  by  intertribal  trade  from  Lake  Superior,  was  beaten  by  hand  into 
oramental  shapes,  and  occasionally  used  to  tip  weapons  and  domestic  imple¬ 
ments. 

The  change  of  seasons  brought  to  Wisconsin  Indians  changed  modes  of 
living.  During  the  winter  season  they  left  their  permanent  villages  and  in 
small  groups  scattered  through  the  forests,  subsisting  as  best  they  might  on 
the  products  of  the  chase.  They  built  temporary  wigwams  of  pelts  thrown 
over  poles,  within  which  fires  were  kindled  that  kept  them  from  freezing. 
Upon  the  return  of  spring  they  sought  their  villages  and  corn  fields.  The  sum¬ 
mer  was  the  time  for  religious  rites,  for  council  and  for  warfare.  Raids  upon 
neighboring  enemy  groups  were  a  normal  part  of  the  Indian’s  life.  In  every 
village  a  council  house  was  built  where  questions  of  war  and  alliance  were 
discussed  by  the  chiefs  and  elders.  The  religious  rites  clustered  about  a  unit 
resembling  a  clan;  the  effigy  mounds  were  the  symbols  of  the  clan  totems. 
Near  to  these  totems  burial  mounds  were  placed.  The  sacred  mysteries  of  the 
tribe  and  clan  were  there  celebrated. 

Aside  from  warfare,  intercourse  was  maintained  with  other  tribes  by 
means  of  trade.  The  extent  and  volume  of  intertribal  trade  was  considerable. 
Sea  shells  found  in  Wisconsin  mounds  prove  that  they  had  passed  from  hand 
to  hand  among  all  the  tribes  between  its  inhabitants  and  the  Atlantic  coast. 
Shells,  bits  of  metal,  articles  of  dress  and  ornament,  constituted  the  bulk  of  the 
exchange.  Shells  pierced  and  strung  or  wrought  into  belts  were  both  the 
medium  of  exchange  and  the  binding  symbol  of  intertribal  treaties  and  agree¬ 
ments.  While  the  fate  of  captives  taken  in  war  was  horrible,  envoys  were 
sacred,  and  the  treaties  were  observed  inviolate.  . 

The  red  man’s  life  was  by  no  means  as  idyllic  as  children  of  nature  have 
been  supposed  to  lead.  Famine  and  disease  stalked  his  footsteps ;  war  and  wild 
animals  carried  away  his  young;  struggle  and  hardships  made  up  his  lot 
in  life.  None  the  less  it  is  open  to  question  whether  the  contact  with  the  white 
man  did  not  make  the  condition  of  the  Indian  worse.  He  soon  became  depend¬ 
ent  upon  the  farmer’s  products  for  clothing,  implements  and  weapons.  He  for¬ 
got  the  art  of  his  primitive  economy.  Urged  on  by  the  greed  of  traders  he 
rapidly  killed  off  the  wild  game  or  drove  it  farther  into  the  wilderness,  which 
he  had  to  penetrate  in  order  to  secure  the  store  of  furs  with  which  to  purchase 
his  necessities.  Thus,  hunting  became  more  and  more  important  to  his 
existence,  and  with  increased  efforts  and  superior  weapons  brought  very 
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diminishing  returns.  The  red  man  became  dependent  upon  the  trader  for  the 
very  means  of  life.  After  the  French  and  Indian  war,  when  all  traders  of  the 
French  race  were  withdrawn  from  Wisconsin,  the  English  traders,  who,  after  a 
lapse  of  two  years,  went  to  Lake  Superior  and  found  naked,  starving  savages, 
who  in  less  than  one  hundred  years  had  ceased  to  be  self-sufficing  and  could 
live  only  by  means  of  relations  with  white  men.  Thus  arose  the  fur  trade, 
which  was  not  only  a  commercial  or  an  economic  regime,  but  a  system  of 
government,  a  form  of  social  life,  a  means  of  exploitation  and  a  stage  in  the 
development  of  the  American  frontier. 

At  the  close  of  the  Seventeenth  century,  Wisconsin  was  swarming  with 
Indians.  In  the  last  quarter  of  that  century  the  Miami,  Mascouten  and  Kicka- 
poo  moved  to  the  Illinois  river  valley,  out  of  the  state.  The  Potawatomi  moved 
south  along  the  shore  of  Lake  Michigan.  The  Foxes  ventures  from  Wolf 
river  to  the  river  now  called  by  their  name.  The  Menomonie  surrounded  Green 
Bay,  the  Sauk  and  Foxes  controlled  the  Fox-Wisconsin  waterway,  the  Winne¬ 
bago  occupied  the  upper  Rock  river.  The  Huron  and  Ottawa,  who  for  a  time 
had  occupied  the  headwaters  of  the  Chippewa,  left  nothern  Wisconsin  for 
homes  on  the  straits  of  Mackinac.  Thus  the  southern  shore  of  Lake  Superior 
was  practically  abandoned  to  the  Chippewa,  although  the  Sioux  still  bitterly 
contested  their  occupancy. 

It  was  in  this  lake  Superior  region  that  the  early  explorers  found  the 
Chippewa.  At  that  time  the  hereditary  enemies  of  the  Chippewa,  Sioux 
(Dakota),  had  their  headquarters  in  the  Mille  Lac  region  in  northern  Minne¬ 
sota,  and  ranged  the  St.  Croix  and  upper  Mississippi  and  the  region  to  the 
westward  as  well  as  the  region  toward  Lake  Superior. 

The  Chippewa  continued  to  press  onward  and  having  obtained  firearms 
from  the  whites,  they  took  possession  of  the  Mille  Lac  region,  and  forced  the 
Sioux  down  the  Mississippi  where  they  established  a  number  of  villages,  the 
most  southern  of  which  was  at  Winona. 

Warren  (Minn.  Hist.  Colls.  V,  164)  says  that  the  Chippewa  had  a  village 
at  Rice  Lake  as  early  as  the  year  1700. 

War  between  the  Chippewa  and  the  Sioux  continued,  and  the  Sioux  still 
continued  to  make  many  raids  into  the  Lake  Superior  regions.  Barron  county, 
especially,  was  hotly  disputed  territory.  In  fact  it  is  believed  by  investigators 
that  the  main  cause  of  the  wars  fought  by  the  Aborigines  in  this  region  was 
due  to  a  desire  to  possess  the  rich  rice  fields.  The  desire  to  obtain  pipestone 
was  probably  another  factor. 

“Almost  every  bend  of  the  Red  Cedar  river,”  it  has  been  said,  “has  been 
the  scene  of  an  Indian  battle.”  Others  took  place  on  the  shore  of  Prairie  lake, 
the  story  of  which  is  still  preserved  in  Indian  tradition. 

By  the  Treaty  of  1825  various  tribes  agreed  upon  the  boundaries  of  their 
respective  territories.  The  line  between  the  Chippewa  and  the  Sioux  in  this 
region  fell  a  little  south  of  Barron  county  and  is  described  as  follows:  “From 
a  point  on  the  Chippewa  river,  half  a  day’s  march  (ten  miles)  from  Chippewa 
Falls  to  the  Red  Cedar  (Menomonie)  river,  just  below  the  falls  (the  city  of 
Menomonie),  thence  to  the  St.  Croix  river,  at  a  place  called  ‘Standing  Cedar,’ 
about  a  day’s  paddle  in  a  canoe  above  Lake  St.  Croix.” 

Benjamin  G.  Armstrong  says  (Early  Life  Among  the  Indians,  199-201)  that 
in  the  fifties  the  Rice  lake  band  numbered  about  200,  their  chief  being  one 
Na-nong-ga-bee.  “This  chief  with  about  70  of  his  people  came  to  La  Point 
to  attend  the  treaty  of  1854.  After  the  treaty  was  concluded  he  started  home 
with  his  people,  the  route  being  through  heavy  forests  and  the  trail  one  which 
was  but  little  used.  When  they  had  reached  a  point  a  few  miles  south  of  the 
Namekagon  river  and  near  a  place  called  Beck-gua-ah-wong  they  were  sur¬ 
prised  by  a  band  of  Sioux  who  were  on  the  warpath  and  then  in  ambush,  where 
a  few  of  the  Chippewas  were  killed,  including  the  old  chief  and  his  eldest  son. 

“The  trail  being  a  narrow  one,  only  one  could  pass  at  a  time  true  Indian 
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file.  This  made  their  line  quite  long  as  they  were  not  trying  to  keep  bunched, 
not  expecting  or  having  any  thought  of  being  attacked  by  their  enemy.  The 
chief,  his  son  and  daughter  were  in  the  lead  and  the  old  man  and  his  son 
were  the  first  to  fall  as  the  Sioux  had,  of  course,  picked  them  out  for  slaughter, 
and  they  were  killed  almost  before  they  had  dropped  their  packs  or  were  ready 
for  war.  The  chief  had  just  brought  his  gun  to  his  face  to  shoot  when  a  ball 
struck  him  square  in  the  forehead.  As  he  fell  his  daughter  fell  beside  him  and 
feigned  death.  At  the  firing  Na-nong-ga-bee’s  band  swung  out  of  the  trail  to 
strike  the  flank  of  the  Sioux  and  get  behind  them  to  cut  off  their  retreat,  should 
they  press  forward  or  make  a  retreat,  but  that  was  not  the  Sjoux  intention. 
There  were  not  a  great  many  of  them  and  their  tactics  were  to  surprise  the 
band,  get  as  many  scalps  as  they  could,  and  get  out  of  the  way,  knowing  that 
it  would  be  the  work  of  a  few  moments,  when  they  would  be  encircled  by  the 
Chippewas. 

“The  girl  lay  motionless  until  she  perceived  that  the  Sioux  would  not  come 
down  on  them  en-masse,  when  she  raised  her  father’s  loaded  gun  and  killed 
a  warrior  who  was  running  to  get  her  father’s  scalp,  thus  knowing  that  she  had 
killed  the  slayer  of  her  father,  as  no  Indian  would  come  for  a  scalp  he  had  not 
earned  himself. 

“The  Sioux  were  now  on  the  retreat  and  their  flank  and  rear  were  being 
threatened,  the  girl  picked  up  her  father’s  ammunition  pouch,  loaded  the  rifle 
and  started  in  pursuit.  Stopping  at  the  body  of  her  dead  Sioux  she  lifted 
his  scalp  and  tucked  it  under  her  belt.  She  continued  the  chase  with  the  men  of 
her  band  and  it  was  two  days  before  they  returned  to  their  women  and  children, 
which  they  had  left  on  the  trail,  and  when  the  brave  little  heroine  returned 
she  had  added  two  scalps  to  the  one  she  had  started  with.” 

Henry  Schoolcraft  gives  the  name  of  the  Chippewa  chief  of  the  village 
at  Lake  Chetek  as  Kedug-e-be-shew  (The  Spotted  Lynx),  his  village  being 
located  here  during  the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  century.  There  is  some 
qustion,  however,  as  to  whether  the  Lake  Chetek,  of  Schoolcraft,  was  the  Lake 
Chetek  in  Barron  county. 

Many  Indian  trails  traversed  Barron  county.  Some  of  the  most  important 
were  along  the  Chetek  lake,  Menomonie  river,  Rice  lake,  Cedar  lake  region. 
Some  of  these  trails  have  been  traced  by  J.  A.  H.  Johnson,  of  Chetek,  with  the 
aid  of  early  settlers  and  others. 

One  of  these,  which  he  had  named  the  “Bayfield  Trail,”  came  from  the 
vicinity  of  the  west  side  of  Cedar  Lake  and  crossed  the  country  to  Rice  Lake, 
passing  down  the  west  side.  According  to  G.  C.  Soper,  an  old  settler, 
who  came  to  Rice  Lake  in  1876,  the  Bayfield  Trail  came  from  Howard’s  Point 
on  the  shore  of  Rice  lake,  passed  through  the  mounds  located  here,  and  followed 
in  a  southwesterly  direction  along  a  rise  of  ground,  now  graded  away,  to  the 
southeast  corner  of  Knapp  and  Main  streets.  It  continued  on  from  this  point, 
passing  a  pond  then  located  near  the  present  corner  of  Stout  and  Main  streets, 
and  proceeded  down  Main  street  to  the  corner  of  Main  and  Humbird.  Here 
it  forked,  one  branch  continuing  down  the  Red  Cedar  (Menomonie)  river  at 
the  foot  of  the  city,  and  the  other  taking  a  northwestwardly  direction  to  the 
site  of  the  present  First  Ward  school  and  thence  across  the  country  to  Bear 
creek.  The  branch  down  the  Red  Cedar  continued  on  the  west  side  of  the 
river  to  the  vicinity  of  the  present  village  of  Cameron,  near  which  place  it 
crossed  to  the  east  side  of  that  stream  and  pursued  a  southeasterly  direction 
to  the  shore  of  Prairie  lake  and  down  its  shore  and  that  of  Chetek  lake  to  the 
present  site  of  Chetek. 

The  Superior  trail  coming  from  the  west  through  the  present  site  of  Barron 
united  with  the  Bayfield  trail  near  the  present  shore  of  Prairie  lake. 

The  so-called  Flambeau  trail  coming  from  the  banks  of  the  Chippewa  river 
passed  between  Lake  Pokegema  and  Prairie  and  Chetek  lakes,  meeting  the  Bay- 
field  trail  near  the  present  site  of  Chetek. 
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The  Chippewa  trail  left  the  site  of  Chetek,  crossed  the  Chetek  river,  and 
ran  in  a  southeasterly  direction  toward  the  Chippewa  river. 

The  Sioux  trail,  also  from  Chetek,  ran  west  to  the  Red  Cedar  river  which 
it  crossed  and  then  followed  the  western  side  to  Hay  river. 

To-go-ne-ge-shik  and  forty  other  chiefs  and  braves  of  the  Chippewa 
executed  a  treaty  at  La  Point,  on  Chequamegon  bay,  Lake  Superior,  Oct.  4, 
1842,  ceding  all  Chippewa  lands  in  Wisconsin  to  the  United  States.  A  reserva¬ 
tion  was  set  aside  for  the  Chippewa  above  Sand  lake  in  Minnesota. 

But  several  bands  of  the  Chippewa  were  much  dissatisfied  with  the  agree¬ 
ment  and  especially  with  the  reservation.  Therefore,  the  government  returned 
to  them  a  considerable  tract  on  Lac  Court  d’Oreilles  (Couderay  lake)  and  the 
branches  of  the  upper  Chippewa. 

From  the  Couderay  reservation  the  Chippewa  continued  to  range  Barron 
county.  Wild  game  was  plentiful  in  the  heavy  forests  and  along  the  water 
courses.  The  lakes  abounded  in  fish  and  wild  fowl.  Beaver  sported  in  the 
brooks  and  supplied  pelts  which  were  readily  sold  and  traded. 

Rice  lake  and  the  Chetek  lakes  were  a  favorite  resort  of  the  Indians  every 
fall.  There  they  gathered  their  winter’s  supply  of  wild  rice.  When  the 
dam  was  built  at  Rice  Lake,  late  in  the  sixties,  raising  the  water  and  flooding 
the  rice  fields,  the  Indians  were  much  incensed,  and  for  a  while  danger  was 
threatened,  but  the  excitement  in  time  died  down. 

Writing  of  the  rice  gathering  Indians  in  1820,  James  D.  Doty  (Wisconsin 
Historical  Collections,  Vol.  VII)  says: 

“The  Indians  in  the  month  of  September  repair  to  Rice  lake  to  gather 
their  rice.  In  no  other  place  does  it  grow  in  such  large  quantities  as  there. 
The  water  is  not  over  five  feet  deep,  and  its  surface  is  almost  entirely  covered 
with  rice.  It  is  only  in  morasses  or  muddy  bottoms  that  this  grain  is  found. 

“It  was  formerly  the  practice  of  the  Indians  when  the  grain  was  in  milk 
to  pass  around  in  canoes  and  gather  up  the  tops  in  large  shocks  or  branches 
and  fasten  them  to  render  the  collecting  of  the  grain  much  easier  after  it  was 
ripened.  By  this  means  they  obtained  it  in  much  larger  quantities  than  at 
present. 

“This  work  of  harvesting  is  performed  by  the  females.  It  is  now  gathered 
by  two  of  them,  passing  around  in  a  canoe,  one  sitting  in  the  stern  and  pushing 
it  around,  while  the  other  with  her  back  to  the  bow,  and  with  two  small  pointed 
sticks  about  three  feet  long,  one  in  each  hand,  collects  it  by  running  one  of  the 
sticks  into  the  rice  and  bending  it  over  onto  the  edge  of  the  canoe,  while  with 
the  other  she  strikes  the  heads  suddenly  and  rattles  the  grain  into  it.  This  she 
does  on  both  sides  of  the  canoe  alternately  and  while  the  canoe  is  moving. 
About  a  gill  is  generally  struck  off  at  a  blow. 

“It  is  not  ripe  when  harvested.  It  falls  covered  with  a  husk,  and  has  a 
beard  about  two  inches  long. 

“One  method  of  curing  the  rice,  and  that  which  makes  it  the  most 
palatable,  is  by  putting  it  in  a  kettle  in  small  quantities  and  hanging  it  over 
the  fire  until  it  becomes  parched.  A  round  hole  is  dug  in  the  ground  one  and 
a  half  feet  deep  and  three  in  circumference,  into  which  a  moose  skin  is  usually 
put.  Into  this  hole  the  parched  grain  is  then  poured,  where  it  is  trod  by  an 
Indian  until  completely  hulled.  This  is  very  laborious  work  and  always 
devolves  upon  the  men.  The  grain  is  then  taken  out  and  cleaned  in  a  fan 
made  of  birch  bark,  shaped  something  like  those  used  by  early  farmers.  This 
is  the  most  expeditious  method  of  curing  it. 

“The  other  method  differs  from  this  only  in  drying.  In  the  drying 
process  a  scaffold  is  made  of  small  poles  about  three  feet  from  the  ground, 
and  covered  with  cedar  slabs.  On  this  the  rice  is  spread  and  under  the 
scaffold  a  small  slow  fire  is  kindled,  which  is  kept  up  until  the  grain  becomes 
entirely  dry.  It  takes  nearly  a  day  to  dry  the  quantity  contained  on  one  of  the 
scaffolds.  The  grain  cured  in  this  way  is  more  nutritious  and  keeps  much 
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longer  than  the  other.  Parching  in  the  kettle  seems  to  destroy  some  of  the 
substance. 

“The  rice  when  cured  is  put  into  sacks  containing  about  a  bushel.  A 
sack  is  valued  at  two  skins  or  about  $4.  A  fathom  of  stroud  or  a  blanket  will 
buy  two  sacks. 

“One  family  ordinarily  makes  about  five  sacks  although  those  who  are 
industrious  sometimes  make  twenty-five.  The  last,  however,  is  very  rare.  A 
few  provident  Indians  save  a  little  for  the  spring  of  the  year  to  eat  with  their 
sugar,  manufactured  from  the  sap  of  the  maple  trees,  though  generally  by  the 
time  they  have  done  curing  it,  the  whole  is  disposed  of  for  trinkets,  ornaments 
and  whiskey.” 

Even  to  the  present  day  the  Indians  resort  to  Mud  lake,  in  Chetek  town¬ 
ship,  to  gather  rice. 

Another  of  the  features  which  attracted  the  Mound  Builders  and  the  more 
modern  Indians  to  Barron  county  was  the  ridge  of  pipestone  in  Sections  27 
and  34,  Doyle  township,  and  Section  3,  Sumner  township.  This  formation, 
called  by  the  geologists  “catlinite,”  is  mentioned  in  the  chapter  in  this  volume 
on  geology.  It  is  a  dark  red  clay,  easily  worked  into  shape  with  a  knife,  which 
hardens  upon  exposure  to  the  air.  The  Aborigines  came  here,  secured  blocks 
of  the  soft  clay,  and  fashioned  it  into  pipes,  beads,  and  other  ornaments,  which 
rapidly  hardened  into  a  substance  which  takes  a  high  red  polish. 

G.  A.  West  made  an  investigation  of  the  pipe  stone  quarries  in  Barron 
county  in  1910.  He  writes  (The  Wisconsin  Archeologist,  Vol.  9,  p.p.  32-33) : 

“The  quarry  in  the  southeast  quarter  of  the  southeast  quarter  of  Section 
27,  Town  35,  Range  10  (Doyle),  was  long  worked  by  the  Indians  and  an  excava¬ 
tion  formerly  existed  over  an  area  of  about  25  feet  square  and  3  feet  in 
depth.  This  seems  small  and  unimportant  but  as  the  material  was  used  almost 
exclusively  for  pipes  the  amount  of  waste  material  being  small,  and  there 
being  other  ancient  quarries  in  the  neighborhood,  it  seems  safe  to  conclude 
that  enough  catlinite  was  mined  in  this  district  to  supply  the  demand  of  the 
Wisconsin  Indians  for  several  centuries. 

“Because  of  the  swampy  land  surrounding  it,  this  quarry  is  almost  inacces¬ 
sible  during  the  summer  months,  but  in  winter  when  the  swamps  are  frozen, 
for  several  years  past  farmers  have  drawn  upon  it  for  building  stone,  thus 
almost  completely  destroying  all  evidences  of  aboriginal  work. 

“Along  the  highway  leading  from  Rice  lake  in  the  direction  of  the  quarry 
may  be  seen  outcrops  of  shaly  rock,  much  resembling  pipestone,  but  coarser 
in  texture. 

“On  the  northeast  quarter  of  Section  34,  Town  35,  Range  10,  (Doyle)  are 
other  primitive  workings.  This  outcrop  falls  back  from  near  the  bed  of  the 
creek  in  a  succession  of  terraces  up  the  slope  of  a  hill,  thirty  feet  above  the 
stream.  The  side  of  this  hill  contains  a  dozen  or  more  pits,  ranging  from 
4  to  10  feet  across,  and  about  four  feet  in  depth.  Some  of  these  excavations 
have  been  defaced  by  white  men  and  by  modern  Indians,  who  annually  make 
pilgrimages  from  the  Couderay  reservation  several  miles  to  the  north,  to  this 
location  for  pipestone.  Large  quantities  of  rejected  rock  lay  scattered  about 
the  excavation.  The  entire  stone  face  of  some  of  the  cliffs,  and  the  undis¬ 
turbed  portions  of  others,  showed  much  weathering,  and  upon  the  dumps  were 
several  large  trees. 

“In  cleaning  out  one  of  these  pits,  the  writer  found  two  oblong  boulders 
weighing  about  thirty  pounds  each,  which  were  probably  used  for  breaking 
the  rock,  a  slight  abrasion  at  their  ends  would  appear  to  indicate.  The  portion 
of  this  outcrop  near  the  surface  or  overcapping  is  a  very  dark  red,  siliceous 
rock,  somewhat  harder  than  pipestone,  and  quarries  into  slabs  often  four  feet 
in  length  and  from  one  to  six  inches  in  thickness.  Its  surface  is  often  beauti¬ 
fully  ripple  marked.  Bands  of  light  colored  quartzite  often  traverse.it.  Scales 
of  mica  are  somewhat  dispersed  throughout  these  bands.  Examples  taken 


Digitized  by  boogie 


HISTORY  OF  BARRON  COUNTY 


29 


from  below  the  waterline,  or  even  from  the  damp  ground,  were  found  to  be 
much  softer  and  more  readily  cut  and  whittled  with  a  knife.  A  nearby  settler 
showed  a  paper  knife  about  twelve  inches  long  made  by  him  from  this  stone, 
he  using  simply  an  ordinary  pocket  knife  in  its  manufacture.  In  experiment, 
the  writer  found  that  this  rock  is  easily  wrought  when  fresh  from  the  damp 
earth,  but  hardens  rapidly  when  exposed  to  the  air. 

“Continuing  the  search,  other  primitive  workings  were  discovered  about 
a  mile  down  the  same  stream  to  the  south  (Section  3,  Township  34,  Range  10 
[Sumner]).  The  rock  here  was  found  to  be  of  the  same  texture  and  color  as 
the  last  described.  There  are  several  small  pits  on  the  sloping  banks  of  the 
creek,  but  the  principal  excavation  is  in  the  bed  of  the  stream. 

“That  this  quarry  is  still  occasionally  worked  by  the  Indians  for  pipestone 
is  asserted  by  an  old  settler  of  the  neighborhood.” 

Description  of  the  other  two  quarries  will  be  found  in  the  appendix  of 
this  work. 

With  the  establishment  of  each  important  lumber  camp  in  Barron  county, 
Indians  belonging  to  the  Couderay  reservation  camped  near  by  and  were 
insistent  in  their  begging.  It  is  said  that  in  the  sixties  when  Mrs.  Isaac 
Sprague  was  cooking  for  the  lumbermen  at  Prairie  Farm  it  was  necessary  to 
detail  two  husky  lumberjacks  to  keep  the  begging  and  pilfering  Indians  at  a 
respectful  distance. 

One  of  the  largest  Indian  villages  in  lumbering  days  and  one  of  the  last 
to  vanish  was  that  near  Almena  where  the  Indian  burial  ground  is  still 
pointed  out. 

For  many  years  after  the  opening  of  Barron  county  the  presence  of 
these  Indians  was  tolerated.  Some  of  them  were  related  to  the  lumbermen  by 
marriage,  for  such  prominent  leaders  as  Capt.  Andrew  Tainter  and  John 
Quaderer  and  others  took  brides  of  Indian  blood. 

But  as  the  farms  increased  in  number  and  acreage,  and  there  were  more 
and  more  little  isolated  cabins  in  which  the  women  and  children  were  left 
alone  during  the  long  winter  months  while  the  men  folk  were  away  working 
in  the  lumber  camps,  many  of  the  whites  considered  it  wise  that  the  Indians 
be  expelled. 

These  Indians  were  receiving  an  anuity  from  the  Government  and  were 
supposedly  civilized.  But  some  were  rapidly  reverting  to  the  most  primitive 
conditions.  They  disregarded  game  laws,  and  were  rapidly  ridding  the  county 
of  the  best  of  its  game  by  fire  hunting  for  deer  in  the  summer  time.  These  deer 
the  Indians  wantonly  wasted,  using  only  a  little  of  the  meat  for  food,  but 
bartering  the  skins  for  whiskey,  which,  according  to  observers,  was  “drank 
by  nearly  all,  regardless  of  age  or  sex.”  With  the  whiskey  thus  obtained  the 
Indians  held  drunken  orgies,  during  which  several  brutal  murders  of  their 
own  number  took  place.  At  times  they  even  became  bolder  and  threatened 
the  whites. 

As  the  result  of  such  conditions,  on  Jan.  1,  1878,  the  county  board 
memorialized  Hon.  Carl  Schurz,  secretary  of  the  interior,  asking  that  the 
Indians  be  removed  to  their  reservation,  both  for  their  own  benefit  and  to  the 
advantage  of  Barron  county.  At  that  time  there  were  but  three  voting  Indians 
in  the  county,  two  being  homesteaders  and  the  other  a  freeholder. 

This  memorial  to  the  interior  department  provoked  a  spirited  controversy 
between  the  county  board  and  I.  L.  Mahan,  Indian  agent  at  Bayfield.  The 
agent  blamed  the  local  authorities  for  not  enforcing  the  liquor  laws,  and 
officially  declared  that  “almost  every  man  in  Barron  county  is  either  a  candi¬ 
date  for  office  or  expects  to  be  before  he  dies.” 

In  time,  however,  the  bands  were  duly  removed  to  the  reservation,  and 
as  the  heavy  timbers  were  cut  off  the  Indians  disappeared,  and  their  old  hunting 
grounds,  now  converted  into  rich  farms,  know  them  no  more. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

EXPLORERS,  TRADERS  AND  TRADING  POSTS. 

The  first  white  men  to  approach  this  region  were  Pierre  Esprit  Radisson 
and  Medard  Chouart  des  Grosseilliers.  They  first  became  familiar  with  Wis¬ 
consin  in  1654  when  they  wintered  among  the  Potawatomi  in  the  Green  Bay 
region.  In  1659,  with  six  other  traders  and  a  band  of  Huron  Indians,  they 
skirted  the  southern  bay  of  Lake  Superior,  and  late  in  the  autumn  entered 
Chequamegon  Bay.  Near  the  present  site  of  Ashland  they  built  a  crude  fort 
close  to  the  water’s  edge.  From  there  they  wandered  as  far  west  as  the  Mille 
Lac  region  in  Minnesota  where  they  wintered  among  the  Sioux.  In  1680  they 
returned  to  Chequamegon  Bay  and  built  a  fort  at  Oak  Point,  eastward  of 
Ashland.  Then  they  returned  to  Three  Rivers,  Canada. 

From  that  time  Chequamegon  Bay  continued  to  be  an  objective  point  of 
the  explorers,  and  early  became  a  fur  trading  center.  There  the  Indians, 
roaming  the  present  Barron  county,  first  became  acquainted  with  the  whites. 

Father  Claude  Alloues,  a  Jesuit  missionary,  came  from  Canada  by  way  of 
the  lakes  into  Chequamegon  Bay  in  1665,  and  chose  for  the  site  of  a  mission, 
a  point  on  the  southwest  shore,  between  the  sites  now  occupied  by  Washburn 
and  Ashland.  After  remaining  there  four  years  he  was  relieved  by  a  younger 
priest,  Father  Jacques  Marquette,  who  was  later  associated  with  Louis  Joliet 
in  the  exploration  of  the  Mississippi.  From  Fathers  Alloues  and  Marquette 
the  Chippewas  of  Barron  county  doubtless  received  their  first  religious 
instruction. 

Daniel  Greysolon  du  Luth  reached  Chequamegon  Bay  in  1679  and  pene¬ 
trated  westward  to  the  Mille  Lac  region  in  Minnesota  where  he  met  the  Sioux. 
Then  he  returned  to  Canada.  In  1680  he  reached  the  Mississippi  river  by  way 
of  Lake  Superior,  the  Brule  river  fcnd  the  St.  Croix  river.  The  same  year 
Father  Louis  Hennepin  and  two  companions  ascended  the  Mississippi  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Wisconsin  and  spent  a  time  with  the  Indians  at  Mille  Lac.  They 
had  again  ascended  the  Mississippi  on  a  hunting  party,  had  ascended  the 
Chippewa  for  a  distance,  descended  it  again,  were  near  the  mouth  of  that 
stream,  on  the  Mississippi,  when  they  were  rescued  by  Duluth.  Duluth,  Henne¬ 
pin  and  his  party  then  again  visited  the  Mille  Lac  region.  In  the  fall  of  1680 
they  again  descended  the  Mississippi  and  reached  Lake  Michigan  by  way  of 
the  Wisconsin  and  Fox  rivers. 

Nocolas  Perrot,  in  1684,  wintered  at  a  trading  post  which  he  established 
near  the  present  site  of  Trempealeau.  He  also  established  other  posts  in  the 
vicinity,  and  from  one  of  them  in  1689  took  possession  of  this  region  in  the 
name  of  the  king  of  France. 

In  1693,  Pierre  Le  Sueur  was  sent  by  the  authorities  at  Quebec  to  restore 
the  fallen  prestige  of  the  French  among  the  Indians  of  the  upper  Mississippi. 
He  built  a  fort  at  La  Pointe,  on  Chequamegon  Bay,  and  one  near  Red  Wing  on 
the  Mississippi.  In  1717  a  military  post  of  considerable  importance  was 
established  on  Chequamegon  Bay  in  charge  of  Captain  de  St.  Pierre  and  Ensign 
Perriere  de  Linctot.  In  1727  Fort  Beauharnois  was  erected  at  the  head  of 
Lake  Pepin  near  Frontenac.  In  1749,  Marin  was  sent  to  Chequamegon. 

The  French  posts  on  the  Mississippi  were  nearer  to  Barron  county  than 
those  at  Chequamegon  Bay,  but  they  were  in  Sioux  territory,  while  Chequa¬ 
megon  was  in  Chippewa  country. 

Jonathan  Carver,  a  Connecticut  Yankee,  exploring  under  British  auspices 
in  1766,  was  the  first  Anglo-Saxon  to  visit  this  vicinity.  He  was  searching  for 
a  northwest  passage  to  the  Pacific  ocean.  From  Green  Bay  he  reached  the 
Mississippi  by  the  Fox  and  Wisconsin  river  route,  and  wintered  with  the 
Sioux  in  Minnesota.  Disappointed  the  next  year  he  returned  to  the  East  by 
way  of  the  Chippewa  river  and  Lake  Superior,  thus  passing  within  a  few  miles 
of  Barron  county. 
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The  Indians  ranging  Barron  county  were  probably  more  or  less  familiar 
with  the  Frenchmen  at  Chequamegon  Bay.  Possibly  Frenchmen  from  the 
posts  there  penetrated  to  this  jegion  to  trade  with  the  Indians. 

Tradition  ascribed  a  post  to  Barron  county  prior  to  the  Revolutionary 
war.  Dr.  J.  D.  Butler,  in  the  Wisconsin  Historical  Collections,  Vol.  IX,  writes 
of  this  tradition  substantially  .as  follows : 

“The  French  pioneers  are  brought  to  my  mind  by  an  earth  work  which 
I  visited  Oct.  7,  1880.  These  remains  are  in  Barron  county,  about  a  mile 
southeast  of  the  village  of  Rice  Lake,  in  Section  27,  Township  35,  Range  11. 

“I  found  a  ditch  about  a  foot  wide  and  a  little  less  in  depth  inclosing  a 
plat  of  ground  fifty  feet  square.  At  two  diagonal  corners,  namely,  the  south¬ 
west  and  northeast,  there  are  projections,  indicating  the  sides  of  two  flanking 
turrets.  Near  two  sides  of  the  inclosure  are  small  heaps  of  flat  stones  which 
may  mark  the  spots  where  fires  were  made. 

“Digging  in  the  ground  at  various  points,  we  discovered  that  it  was  under¬ 
laid  everywhere  with  charcoal  dust,  at  a  depth  of  about  three  inches.  Near 
the  fireplaces  we  turned  a  great  quantity  of  bones.  It  seemed  clear  that  a 
palisade  had  stood  in  the  ditch.  A  resident  in  the  neighborhood,  James 
Bracklin,  told  me  that  he  had  once  dug  up  a  stump  of  one  of  the  poles  or 
stakes,  which  was  sharpened  at  the  lower  end,  the  sharpening  plainly  indicat¬ 
ing  the  work  of  a  white  man’s  axe. 

“This  stockade  stands  on  an  eminence  with  an  outlook  on  Rice  lake  and 
on  a  lakelet.  The  locality  is  called  Pocagamah,  a  Chippewa  word  said  to 
mean  confluence  or  the  joining  of  waters.  (This  is  the  same  word  as  Pokegema, 
applied  to  a  lake  in  Chetek  township.)  There  is  some  underbrush  on  the  side, 
but  no  tall  trees  are  near. 

“On  the  saddle  or  isthmus  between  the  lake  and  the  lakelet,  there  is  a 
grading  or  road  way  (sometimes  spoken  of  by  the  early  settlers  as  a  dam)  which 
existed  just  as  it  is  now  when  the  oldest  inhabitant  came  into  the  region.  The 
embankment  is  about  six  hundred  feet  in  length,  its  width  thirty  feet  at  the 
base,  and  fifteen  at  its  summit,  its  height  from  six  to  seven  feet.  Regarding 
this  embankment  I  am  reluctant  about  expressing  an  opinion. 

“In  regard  to  the  fortification,  however,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  it  is  of 
French  origin.  Indian  works  (with  the  exception  of  the  Aztalan  to  which  this 
could  hardly  belong)  are  irregular.  This  is  an  exact  square.  Indian  works 
made  no  provision  for  flankers.  But  here  there  is  clean  indication  of  provision 
for  a  flanking  fire.  Indian  defenses  were  always  larger  than  this,  being 
intended  to  protect  whole  tribes.  This,  like  the  Hudson  Bay  posts  of  today, 
is  so  small  that  it  could  shelter  only  one  or  two  dwellings. 

“The  post  would  be  a  convenient  trading  point;  it  is  in  a  section  where 
beavers  have  always  abounded,  and  where  they  are  still  common  and  still 
trapped  every  year.  It  would  form  a  convenient  midway  station  for  the 
voyageurs  who  were  constantly  passing  between  the  Mississippi  and  Chequa¬ 
megon  Bay  and  other  Lake  Superior  points,  especially  if  they  came  up  the 
Chippewa  and  Menomonie  rivers. 

“On  Jeffrey's  map  of  1763,  a  fort  is  set  down  far  up  the  St.  Croix 
and  south  of  it,  in  a  location  which  might  indicate  the  spot  where  these  remains 
at  Rice  Lake  now  exist. 

“Early  settlers  in  Barron  county  heard  from  the  oldest  Indians  that  this 
post  at  Rice  Lake  was  long  occupied  by  a  fur  trader  named  Auguste  Carot,  or 
Augustine  Cadotte,  who  was  killed  there  by  the  raiding  Sioux  shortly  after  the 
Revolutionary  war.  For  many  years  a  spot  was  pointed  out  as  his  grave. 

“So  much  credit  has  been  given  these  stories  by  many  Barron  county 
whites  that  they  have  dug  into  the  earth  in  several  neighboring  places,  hoping 
to  unearth  the  supposed  buried  cash  of  the  mythical  trader.” 

It  is  possible  that  Cadotte  in  establishing  his  post  used  the  site  of  the 
earlier  French  military  establishment. 
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The  location  would  certainly  be  a  most  admirable  one,  not  only  to  attract 
the  Indians  ranging  the  Menomonie  river  and  the  sparkling  lakes  of  the 
county,  but  also  to  catch  trade  from  the  wandering  bands  who  came  to  what 
is  now  Doyle  township  to  get  pipestone  for  their  pipes  and  ornaments. 

Later  other  posts  were  established  here  and  there,  and  in  the  lumbering 
days  there  was  many  a  small  trading  shack  on  the  lakes  and  in  the  woods 
which  derived  their  principal  business  from  .the  Indians. 

Dr.  Louise  Kellogg,  of  the  Wisconsin  Historical  Society,  an  authority  on 
the  history  of  this  region,  writes: 

“Barron  county  was  a  part  of  the  territory  for  which  the  Chippewa  and 
the  Dakota  (Sioux)  battled.  About  at  the  end  of  the  eighteenth  century 
the  latter  tribe  held  possession,  but  not  without  constant  reprisals  and  counter 
attacks  from  the  retreating  Sioux.  At  the  end  of  the  eighteenth  and  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  nineteenth  century  two  great  fur  trade  companies  were  operating 
in  northern  Wisconsin,  both  of  British  or  Canadian  origin.  These  were  known 
as  the  North  West  Company  and  the  X  Y  Company.  The  former  was  the  older, 
richer  and  more  powerful;  the  latter,  an  offshoot  of  the  former,  more  enter¬ 
prising  and  persistent.  In  1804  the  two  companies  united  under  the  name  of 
the  former,  which  thenceforth  conducted  the  trade  until  after  the  War  of 
1812.  In  fact  it  was  not  until  1817  that  arrangements  were  completed  for  the 
transfer  of  the  Wisconsin  posts  from  British  to  American  hands.  At  that  date, 
John  Jacob  Astor,  president  of  the  American  Fur  Company,  made  arrangements 
to  supply  the  trade  goods  and  traders  for  the  Northwest  posts. 

“In  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  XIX  and  XX  there  were  published  some  years  ago 
two  typical  journals  of  traders  during  the  British  regime.  The  first  was  that 
of  a  North  West  Company  trader  at  Lac  du  Flambeau  in  1804-05.  Wis.  Hist. 
Colls.,  XIX,  162-233;  the  second  was  that  of  an  X  Y  Company  trader  whose 
name  was  Michel  Curot,  who  wintered  in  1803-04  in  the  Yellow  River  region 
of  the  St.  Croix  district.  This  is  translated  and  published  in  Wis.  Hist.  Colls., 
XX,  396-471.  A  persistent  rumor  attached  itself  to  the  fate  of  a  trader  named 
Carot  (some  said  Auguste),  who,  it  was  claimed,  was  murdered  by  the  Sioux 
near  Rice  Lake  in  Barron  county.  At  this  distance  of  time  it  is  impossible  to 
be  certain,  but  there  seems  good  reason  to  believe  that  this  was  Michel  Curot; 
that  he  returned  to  this  region  the  succeeding  year,  1804-05,  and  advanced  as 
far  as  the  Rice  Lake  district,  where  he  was  murdered  in  an  attack  of  the  Sioux 
upon  his  customers,  the  Chippewa.  If  one  will  read  his  journal,  pages  444- 
451,  one  will  see  that  he  was,  during  the  winter  of  1803-04,  in  mortal  fear  of 
the  Sioux  and  was  saved  by  the  kindness  of  his  rival,  the  trader  of  the  North 
West  Company. 

“If  Curot  had  a  post  in  Barron  county,  it  might  be  called  a  French  post, 
since  he  and  all  his  employes  were  French-Canadians  who  spoke  only  French, 
while  they  were  working  for  a  British  company.  With  regard  to  the  site  of 
this  post,  there  is  difference  of  opinion.  In  1880,  Dr.  J.  D.  Butler,  a  member 
of  this  Society,  visited  Barron  County  and  located  the  post.  See  Wis.  Hist. 
Colls.,  IX,  118,  119.  Our  recent  archeological  investigators,  however,  found 
reason  to  think  this  location  was  incorrect.  See  Wisconsin  Archeologist,  XVI, 
111,  112.  We  think  there  may  have  been  posts  at  both  places;  as  the  trade  in 
this  region  was  very  good.  The  murdered  trader’s  grave  was  said  to  be  near 
the  dam  on  a  stream  running  in  to  Rice  Lake. 

“The  American  Fur  Company’s  post,  built  or  removed  after  1818,  was 
probably  on  Lake  Chetek.  See  description  in  Wisconsin  Archeologist,  XVI,  94. 
We  have  never  heard  of  the  trader  mentioned  in  this  reference,  Louis  Montra. 
He  was  probably  an  employe  of  Jean  Baptiste  Corbin,  who  was  the  chief  trader 
of  this  region  with  headquarters  at  Lac  Court  Oreilles.  Montra's  post  may 
have  been  what  is  known  as  a  “Jack  knife  post,”  one  opened  up  by  an  employe 
for  the  season’s  trade  and  then  closed  again. 

“In  1831,  Henry  R.  Schoolcraft  passed  through  from  Lac  Court  Oreilles 
to  Rice  Lake  and  down  the  Red  Cedar.  He  mentions  a  post  on  an  island  in 
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Lake  Chetek;  this  was,  however,  the  upper  Lake  Chetek,  in  what  is  now  Sawyer 
county. 

“On  a  map  in  the  Historical  Atlas  of  Wisconsin  (1878)  are  laid  down  two 
trading  posts  in  Barron  county,  one  at  the  outlet  of  Red  Cedar  Lake,  one  on 
the  southwest  corner  of  section  ten,  town  35,  range  ten  west.  These  posts  may 
have  been  in  operation  at  the  time  the  map  was  issued.  We  think  it  probable, 
however,  that  they  were  the  ruins  of  posts  occupied  until  the  lumbermen 
came  in.” 

The  imagination  is  stirred  in  contemplating  the  early  French  trading 
posts  in  this  vicinity.  They  were  usually  maintained  through  the  winter  and 
deserted  in  the  spring. 

In  the  autumn,  when  the  falling  leaves  had  spread  a  soft  carpet  in  the 
forest  glades,  and  the  dropping  pine  needles  added  to  the  rich  beds  under  the 
evergreens,  when  few  of  the  wild  flowers  were  left,  when  the  feathered 
songsters  had  taken  their  departure,  when  the  wild  geese  and  ducks  in  great 
flocks  were  wending  their  way  southward  with  raucous  cries,  when  the  fur 
clad  denizens  of  the  forest  and  stream  had  assumed  their  winter  coats,  the 
traders  arrived. 

Constructing  a  comfortable  shack  in  the  thick  forests  overlooking  a  wind¬ 
ing  stream  or  a  spreading  lake,  or  moving  into  one  previously  constructed, 
they  made  it  their  headquarters  until  the  following  spring,  and  from  it  set 
forth  on  their  winter  expeditions,  penetrating  to  Indian  encampments  in  all 
directions,  and  returning  with  their  hard  earned  booty. 

Many  a  blustering  night  passed  when  the  members  of  the  party  assembled 
around  the  roaring  hearth  and  narrating  by  turns  their  wild  and  adventurous 
experiences,  passed  about  the  social  glass,  or  broke  into  some  wild  and  stir¬ 
ring  songs  of  the  frontier,  or  it  may  be  some  gentler  ditty  reminiscent  of 
more  civilized  scenes  and  arousing  for  the  moment  more  tender  emotions. 

Visiting  Indians  from  time  to  time  camped  nearby,  adding  picturesque¬ 
ness  to  the  scene  and  variety  to  the  lives  of  the  traders,  the  smudge  from  their 
camp  fires  mingling  with  the  smoke  of  the  cabin,  and  the  sound  of  their  tom¬ 
toms  and  native  singing  and  dancing  vying  with  the  roistering  hilarity  of  the 
traders. 

With  the  traders  were  often  youths  of  tender  years,  sent  out  by  their  rela¬ 
tives  in  France  to  seek  fortune  and  adventure.  One  can  picture  the  experi¬ 
ences  of  such  courageous  lads,  far  from  home  and  youthful  playmates,  accom¬ 
panying  these  hardened  adventurers  on  their  excursions  through  the  bitter 
cold  of  the  snow  bound  forests,  witnessing  the  haggling  with  the  native  sav¬ 
ages  over  the  exchange  of  furs  and  trinkets,  and  then  returning  over  the 
dreary  route  to  the  isolated  cabin,  his  slender  shoulders  bowed  with  the  weight 
of  a  heavy  pack  of  valuable  fur. 


CHAPTER  V. 

JURISDICTION  AND  COUNTY  BOUNDARIES. 

Jurisdiction  over  Barron  county  (originally  erected  as  Dallas  county)  has 
been  claimed  by  four  nations,  Spain,  France,  England  and  the  United  States; 
by  the  French  and  English  colonial  authorities ;  by  the  territorial  officials  of 
the  Northwest  Territory,  and  of  the  Territories  of  Indiana,  Illinois,  Michigan 
and  Wisconsin;  and  by  the  officers  of  the  counties  of  Crawford,  St.  Croix, 
Chippewa  and  Polk. 

Spain,  by  virtue  of  the  discoveries  of  Columbus  and  others,  confirmed  to 
her  by  papal  grant  (that  of  Pope  Alexander  VI,  May  4,  1493)  may  be  said  to 
have  been  the  first  European  owner  of  the  entire  valley  of  the  Mississippi 
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river,  but  she  never  used  this  claim  as  a  ground  for  taking  actual  possession 
of  this  part  of  her  domains  other  than  was  incidentally  involved  in  De  Soto's 
doings.  The  name  of  Florida  was  first  applied  to  the  greater  part  of  the  east¬ 
ern  half  of  North  America,  commencing  at  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  extending 
northward  indefinitely. 

England,  basing  her  claims  on  the  explorations  made  by  her  subjects  along 
the  Atlantic  coast,  issued  to  various  individuals  and  “companies”,  charters  to 
vast  tracts  of  land  extending  from  the  Atlantic  westward. 

Practically,  however,  the  upper  Mississippi  valley  may  be  considered  as 
having  been  in  the  first  place,  Canadian  soil,  for  it  tfas  Frenchmen  from  Can¬ 
ada  who  first  visited  it,  and  traded  with  its  natives.  The  names  of  Canada  and 
New  France  were  used  interchangeably  to  apply  to  the  vast  French  posses¬ 
sions  of  the  American  continent.  The  name  Louisiana  was  invented  by 
La  Salle  and  applied  by  him  to  the  entire  Mississippi  valley.  But,  generally 
speaking,  the  Canada  or  New  France  of  the  Eighteenth  century  took  in  the 
upper  Mississippi  valley,  while  the  name  Louisiana  was  used  only  for  the 
lower  valley. 

At  the  close  of  the  great  European  conflict  which  found  its  echo  in  the 
so-called  French  and  Indian  War  in  America,  the  area  that  is  now  Wisconsin, 
became  by  the  Treaty  of  Paris,  signed  Feb.  10,  1763  (a  preliminary  treaty  hav¬ 
ing  been  signed  at  Fontainebleau,  Nov.  3,  1762),  a  part  of  the  British  empire. 

The  success  of  the  American  Revolution  resulting  in  the  Treaty  of  Paris, 
Sept.  8,  1783,  revived-  the  claims  of  the  coast  states ;  but  finally  these  claims 
were  ceded  to  the  Federal  government,  in  order  to  form  new  States  and 
Territories. 

After  the  land  was  acquired  by  the  Federal  authority,  many  plans  were 
proposed  for  its  government.  Thomas  Jefferson  suggested  that  the  territory 
be  divided  into  ten  States,  of  which  the  State  of  Michigania  was  to  include 
the  present  Barron  county. 

The  Northwest  Territory  was  erected  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confedera¬ 
tion  (the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  not  being  adopted  until  Sept.  17, 
1787)  through  the  “Northwest  Ordinance”,  passed  July  13,  1787.  Eventually 
there  were  formed  from  the  Northwest  Territory,  in  addition  to  Ohio,  the 
Territories  of  Indiana  (May  7,  1800),  Michigan  (Jan.  11,  1805),  Illinois  (Feb. 
3,  1809),  and  Wisconsin  (April  29,  1836). 

Wisconsin  was  a  part  of  the  Northwest  Territory  from  July  13,  1787,  to 
May  11,  1800;  of  Indiana  Territory  from  May  7,  1800,  to  Feb.  3,  1809;  of  Illi¬ 
nois  Territory  from  Feb.  3,  1809,  to  April  18,  1818;  and  of  Michigan  Territory 
from  April  .18,  1818,  to  April  29,  1836,  when  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin  was 
created. 

Crawford  county,  erected  by  proclamation  of  Lewis  Cass,  governor  of 
Michigan  Territory,  Oct.  26,  1818,  included  what  is  now  Barron  county.  When 
the  Territory  of  Wisconsin  was  organized,  April  29,  1836,  Crawford  county, 
Wisconsin,  also  included  in  its  vast  area  the  present  limits  of  Barron  county. 

Among  the  counties  created  from  Crawford  were  St.  Croix  in  1840  and 
Chippewa  in  1845.  The  line  between  the  two,  through  the  present  Barron 
county,  followed  the  Menomonee  (Red  Cedar)  river.  Wisconsin  was  admitted 
as  a  state  May  29,  1848.  The  Laws  of  1849  describe  the  boundary  between  St. 
Croix  and  Chippewa  counties  as  following  the  range  line  between  sections  11 
and  12,  through  the  present  Barron  county. 

When  Polk  county  was  erected  from  St.  Croix  in  1853,  it  included  the 
western  three-fifths  of  the  present  Barron  county. 

Dallas  county  was  erected  from  Polk  in  1859,  and  embraced  townships  32 
to  37,  inclusive,  range  12  to  15,  west,  inclusive.  This  included  the  western 
three-fifths  of  the  present  Barron  county,  and  nine  townships  to  the  west  and 
north.  The  new  county  was  attached  to  Polk  county  for  all  civil  and  judicial 
purposes.  The  name  was  chosen  in  honor  of  George  M.  Dallas,  vice-president 
of  the  United  States  under  James  K.  Polk,  from  1845  to  1849.  In  1860  Dallas 
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wu  enlarged  by  townships  32  to  37,  inclusive,  ranges  10  and  11,  west,  taken 
from  Chippewa  county.  This  added  to  the  county  the  eastern  two-fifths  of  the 
present  Barron  county,  and  two  townships  to  the  north. 

The  same  year  the  county  was  attached  to  Dunn  county  for  civil  pur¬ 
poses,  but  it  was  not  until  1866  that  Dunn  county  assumed  judicial  jurisdiction. 

The  Legislature  in  1862  authorized  the  citizens  of  Dallas  county  to  vote 
on  the  question  of  reannexating  townships  32  and  37,  inclusive,  range  15, 
west,  to  Polk  county.  The  vote  was  favorable,  and  in  1863,  the  act  was  duly 
confirmed  by  the  Legislature. 

The  only  votes  cast  on  the  question  in  the  present  Barron  county  were  at 
the  home  of  John  Banks,  the  first  permanent  settler  of  the  county,  who  was 
then  living  near  the  present  village  of  Prairie  Farm.  The  confirmation  of  the 
vote  by  the  Legislature  left  Dallas  county  with  the  present  eastern,  western 
and  southern  boundaries  of  Barron  county,  but  with  an  additional  five  town¬ 
ships  on  the  north. 

By  an  act  approved  March  2,  1868,  the  Legislature  authorized  the  organ¬ 
ization  of  Dallas  county,  for  all  civil  and  judicial  purposes,  from  and  after 
Jan.  1.  1869.  The  county  was  to  continue  as  one  town  under  the  name  of  Dallas. 
The  first  town  election  was  to  be  held  the  first  Tuesday  in  November,  1868, 
or  failing  that,  any  time  before  Jan.  1,  1869,  providing  proper  notice  be  given 
the  voters.  The  first  county  officers  were  to  be  appointed  by  the  governor, 
and  were  to  take  office  Jan.  1,  1869,  or  shortly  afterward.  The  first  regular 
county  election  was  to  be  held  the  second  Tuesday  in  November,  1869.  Cir¬ 
cuit  court  was  to  be  held  in  the  county  the  last  Monday  in  February,  and  the 
last  Monday  in  August,  of  each  year.  The  county  seat  was  located  in  sec¬ 
tion  26,  township  34,  range  12,  west,  east  of  the  present  city  of  Barron. 

In  1869,  the  name  of  the  county  was  changed  to  Barron,  in  honor  of  Henry 
D.  Barron,  a  prominent  Wisconsin  pioneer  editor,  assemblyman,  senator,  and 
jurist.  The  same  year,  township  37,  ranges  10  to  14,  inclusive,  was  annexed  to 
Burnett  county.  In  1872  this  row  of  townships  was  once  more  placed  in  Barron, 
but  in  1874  were  again  annexed  to  Burnett,  leaving  Barron  county  with  its 
present  boundaries. 

In  1882  an  effort  was  made  to  include  a  part  of  Barron  county  in  a  new 
county  to  be  created  from  portions  of  several  adjoining  counties,  but  the 
effort  did  not  succeed. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

EARLY  COUNTY  GOVERNMENT. 

The  first  election  held  in  Barron  county  for  any  purpose  was  at  the  home 
of  John  Banks,  near  the  present  village  of  Prairie  Farm  in  1862.  The  county 
was  almost  an  unbroken  wilderness,  and  constituted  one  township,  called  like 
the  county,  Dallas.  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  were  operating  at  Prairie  Farm,  and 
there  were  a  few  scattered  lumber  camps  here  and  there.  In  addition  to  vot¬ 
ing  on  reannexing  a  portion  of  the  county  to  Polk  county,  a  list  of  town  officers 
was  elected.  No  record  has  been  preserved  so  far  as  known. 

At  a  meeting  held  at  the  home  of  John  Banks,  No.  2,  1863,  it  was  ordered 
that  the  elections  thereafter  be  conducted  at  the  house  of  John  Quaderer, 
which  was  located  in  Barron,  on  the  south  bank  of  Quaderer’s  creek,  just  south 
of  the  west  end  of  the  present  courthouse  square.  The  entry  is  signed  by 
J.  H.  Vannett  and  John  Myers.  Since  that  date  the  records  are  preserved 
continuously. 

The  second  entry  in  the  book  is  dated  Nov.  2,  1863,  and  contains  the  cer¬ 
tified  oaths  of  A.  Sampore,  chairman  of  the  special  town  meeting  held  Nov.  2, 
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1863;  James  H.  Vannett,  “sworn  before  E.  B.  Bundy,  county  judge”,  as  justice 
of  the  peace;  William  Stansberry,  A.  Sampore  and  Edgar  P.  Long,  inspectors 
of  election;  and  James  H.  Vannett  and  John  Myers,  as  clerks  of  election. 

The  third  entry  in  the  book  is  dated  Nov.  3,  1863.  It  contains  the  certified 
oaths  of  Henry  McCormick,  John  Quaderer  and  John  G.  Johnson,  inspectors  of 
election;  James  Bracklin  and  James  G.  Neville,  clerks  of  election;  Samuel  P. 
Barker,  chairman  of  election. 

The  next  entry  is  dated  Nov.  10,  1863,  and  contains  the  oaths  of  James 
G.  Neville,  as  chairman  of  supervisors;  James  Bracklin,  as  supervisor;  and 
James  G.  Neville,  as  town  clerk;  James  H.  Vannett  as  justice  of  the  peace,  with 
James  G.  Neville  and  Samuel  P.  Barker  as  sureties. 

May  3,  1864,  two  more  bonds  were  filed:  Joseph  Lancour,  as  constable, 
with  Samuel  P.  Barker  and  Henry  Sawyer  as  sureties;  and  Baptiste  Quaderer, 
as  constable,  with  James  Bracklin  and  John  Quaderer  as  sureties. 

At  a  special  meeting,  undated,  but  probably  in  1864,  with  John  Quaderer, 
Jacob  Ingler  and  Baptiste  Quaderer  as  inspectors;  and  James  G.  Neville  and 
August  Yager,  as  clerks;  Solon  H.  Clough  received  all  the  votes  for  circuit 
judge  of  the  Eleventh  district. 

The  first  mention  of  taxe$  is  made  at  the  annual  meeting  of  April  5,  1864. 
A  tax  of  $600  was  voted  for  general  expenses,  a  tax  of  $100  for  the  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  poor ;  and  a  tax  of  six  mills  on  the  dollar  as  a  highway  tax. 

On  Jan.  26,  1865,  the  following  accounts  were  allowed:  To  A.  J.  Mes¬ 
senger,  for  making  tax  list  for  1864,  $60;  to  E.  B.  Bundy,  for  making  tax  list 
for  1863,  $50.  On  Jan.  28,  1865,  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  were  voted  $364  for  work 
done  on  highway. 

In  1865  the  town  authorities  took  action  in  regard  to  securing  volunteers 
for  the  Civil  War.  Upon  petition  of  twelve  citizens  a  special  meeting  was  held 
March  1,  1865,  at  which  a  tax  of  $1,200  was  levied  to  pay  bounties  to  volun¬ 
teers.  At  the  annual  meeting,  April  4,  1865,  a  tax  of  $150  was  levied  to  look 
after  the  families  of  volunteers. 

Under  the  act,  organizing  the  county,  a  town  election  was  held  at  Barron 
on  Nov.  3,  1868,  and  the  following  officers  elected:  Supervisors,  S.  P.  Barker 
(chairman),  Daniel  Beagle  and  James  G.  Neville;  town  clerk,  Rassman  Kel¬ 
logg;  treasurer,  James  Bracklin;  assessors,  James  Bracklin  and  S.  K.  Young; 
justices  of  the  peace,  S.  P.  Barker,  C.  P.  Fuller,  Francis  Finley  and  John  Gar¬ 
rett;  constables,  Bradford  Lampman,  Alfred  Finley,  Alexander  Miller  and 
Leon  Laforte;  overseer  of  poor,  John  Quaderer;  sealer  of  weights  and  meas¬ 
ures,  D.  T.  Boswell. 

Under  this  board  of  officers,  the  town  name  was  changed  to  Barron,  Feb. 
6,  1869,  to  correspond  with  the  change  from  Dallas  to  Barron  in  the  name  of 
the  county. 

Governor  Lucius  Fairchild,  in  1868,  appointed  officers  for  the  county  as 
follows:  Supervisors,  Rassman  Kellogg,  S.  P.  Barker  and  C.  P.  Tuller;  clerk, 
D.  T.  Boswell ;  treasurer,  James  Bracklin ;  register  of  deeds,  James  G.  Neville ; 
county  superintendent,  Oliver  Demers;  county  judge,  Francis  Finley;  sheriff, 
Alex  Beaton.  At  that  time,  counties  in  Wisconsin  were  governed  by  boards  of 
regularly  elected  supervisors,  the  system  of  government  by  a  board  consisting 
of  the  town  chairman  and  city  and  village  supervisors  not  being  adopted 
until  later. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  county  board,  appointed  by  the  Governor,  was 
held  Feb.  6,  1869,  on  call  of  S.  P.  Barker  and  Rassman  Kellogg.  These  two, 
and  C.  P.  Tuller,  constituting  the  full  board,  were  present.  The  name  of  the 
town  of  Dallas,  embracing  the  whole  county,  was  changed  to  Barron.  A  bounty 
of  $2.50,  in  county  orders,  was  offered  for  every  wolf  killed  within  the  county 
limits.  S.  P.  Barker  was  appointed  to  consider  the  matter  of  securing  a  build¬ 
ing  for  county  purposes,  and  /the  clerk,  D.  T.  Boswell,  was  authorized  to  secure 
the  necessary  books  for  the  county  records.  Thus  the  government  of  the 
county  was  set  in  motion. 
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April  13,  1869,  an  agreement  was  signed  between  S.  P.  Barker,  and  the 
county  supervisors,  for  the  use  of  the  Johnson  House,  for  county  purposes. 
The  Johnson  House  was  not  in  section  26,  where  the  Legislature  had  located 
the  county  seat,  but  in  the  northeast  quarter  of  the  southeast  quarter  of  sec¬ 
tion  27,  just  north  of  the  river.  The  county  was  to  spend  $60  in  fitting  up  the 
place,  and  Mr.  Barker  was  to  have  the  use  of  not  more  than  a  quarter  of  it  for 
postoffice  purposes. 

Lots  to  determine  the  term  of  office  of  the  commissioners  were  drawn  on 
May  24,  1869.  Mr.  Barker  drew  the  three-year  term;  Mr.  Tuller,  the  two-year 
term;  and  Mr.  Kellogg,  the  one-year  term.  Salaries  for  the  county  officers 
were  fixed.  The  clerk  was  to  receive  $600,  the  treasurer,  $600;  the  county 
superintendent,  $100;  and  the  county  judge,  $76.  A  tax  of  $3,000  was  levied 
to  defray  county  expenses,  and  a  tax  of  $468.60  to  defray  school  expenses. 
This  school  tax  was  a  two-mill  levy  on  an  estimated  valuation  of  $234,300.  The 
tax  demanded  by  the  state  was  $417.27,  a  levy  of  2 Vs  mills  on  a  valuation  of 
$196,364.  A  judicial  election  was  held  in  the  county  April  6,  1869.  L.  S.  Dixen 
received  41  votes  for  chief  justice  and  Francis  Finley  40  for  county  judge. 

At  the  state  and  county  election  of  1869,  a  maximum  of  124  votes  was  cast. 
The  voters  were  for  the  most  part  loggers  engaged  in  the  winter  lumbering 
operations.  The  Republicans  swept  the  county,  Lucius  Fairchild  receiving 
123  votes  for  governor,  and  some  of  the  Republican  candidates  the  whole  124. 
For  members  of  the  Legislature,  no  less  than  144  votes  were  cast,  John  Com¬ 
stock,  for  senator,  and  Samuel  D.  Draper,  for  assemblyman,  each  receiving 
that  number.  The  election  of  these  two  men  was  closely  contested  in  other 
counties,  and  those  in  charge  of  the  election  here  saw  to  it  that  the  vote  re¬ 
ported  from  this  county  was  of  goodly  proportions. 

The  county  officers  elected  were:  Supervisor  (in  place  of  Rassman  Kel¬ 
logg,  who  had  drawn  the  one-year  term),  Henry  Sawyer;  clerk,  Orville  Bray- 
ton;  register  of  deeds,  William  J.  Smith;  county  superintendent,  Oliver  De- 
mars;  treasurer,  John  Quaderer;  coroner,  K.  Whitman;  surveyor,  Orville  Bray- 
ton.  The  election  was  unanimous. 

The  total  receipts  of  the  county  treasurer  for  the  year  1869  were  $2,812.78. 
The  disbursements  were  $467.08.  The  balance  of  $2,366.70  was  divided  as  fol¬ 
lows:  Tax  certificates,  $1,396.48;  cash  on  hand,  $964.68;  personal  property 
returns,  $4.54.  The  financial  sheet  of  the  county  for  that  year  is  interesting 
as  compared  with  the  present  day  volume  of  county  business,  some  fifty  years 
later. 

Assets:  Tax  certificates,  $1,396.48;  cash,  $964.68;  unpaid  taxes  on  personal 
property,  $4.54;  state  tax  due  from  taxpayers,  $417.27;  county  tax  due  from 
taxpayers,  $2,500;  county  school  tax  due  from  taxpayers,  $460;  county  super¬ 
intendent  tax  due  from  taxpayers,  $100;  due  from  state,  $686.52;  total, 
$6,918.09. 

Liabilities :  Due  to  the  state  on  tax  of  1869,  $417.27 ;  due  the  town  of  Bar¬ 
ron  on  account,  $896.01;  outstanding  county  orders,  $1,504.16;  due  for  books 
and  stationery,  for  which  were  issued  notes  at  10  per  cent.,  $589.26;  estimated 
interest  on  these  notes,  $40.00;  drainage  fund  due  the  town  of  Barron,  $360; 
total,  $3,806.70.  Balance  of  assets  over  liabilities,  $2,712.79. 

Even  this  early,  property  owners  were  defaulting  in  their  taxes,  and  the 
cost  of  printing  the  tax  sales  list  was  one  of  the  county’s  heaviest  expenses. 

There  was  no  indication  that  the  county  would  ever  become  a  farming 
region.  After  the  land  was  cut  over  it  was  left  in  stumps,  brush  and  rotting 
trees.  Much  of  it  was  allowed  to  revert  to  the  county  for  unpaid  taxes. 

The  board  for  1870  consisted  of  S.  P.  Barker,  C.  P.  Tuller  and  Henry 
Sawyer.  Before  the  year  was  out,  J.  N.  Hoag  appears  as  a  member  of  the  board, 
probably  in  Mr.  Barker’s  place.  Feb.  28,  1870,  and  for  some  time  thereafter, 
the  board  met  at  Barker’s  camp,  section  7,  township  34,  range  11,  now  the 
town  of  Stanley,  and  the  clerk,  treasurer  and  register  of  deeds  were  author¬ 
ized  to  establish  their  offices  there. 
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The  abstract  of  1870  gives  an  interesting  picture  of  property  conditions  at 
that  time :  Horses  of  all  ages,  61 ;  value,  $4,820.  Neat  cattle  of  all  ages  (prob¬ 
ably  a  large  proportion  of  which  consisted  of  oxen),  390;  value,  $12,176.  Mules,  • 
and  asses  of  all  ages,  6;  value,  $600.  (The  large  number  of  mules  used  by  the 
Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  in  their  operations  were  taxed  elsewhere.)  Sheep  and 
lambs,  20;  value,  $56.  Swine,  170;  value,  $595.  Wagons,  carriages  and  sleighs, 
180;  value,  $4,629.  Gold  and  silver  watches,  32;  value,  $513.  Value  of  mer¬ 
chant  and  manufacturers’  stocks,  $9,800.  Value  of  all  other  personal  prop¬ 
erty,  $35,475.  Total  value  of  all  personal  property,  $68,663.  Number  of  acres 
of  land  taxable,  124,491 ;  value,  $257,098.61. 

At  the  annual  election  in  November,  1870,  the  vote  reported  was  consider¬ 
ably  reduced.  For  congressman,  57  votes  were  cast,  of  which  Jeremiah  M. 
Rusk  received  40,  showing  a  continuance  of  the  Republican  preponderance. 
For  assemblyman  from  the  district  including  Ashland,  Bayfield,  Burnett,  Bar¬ 
ron,  Douglas  and  Polk  counties,  Samuel  S.  Vaughan  received  the  55  votes  cast. 
E.  L.  Doolittle  received  56  of  57  votes  cast  for  sheriff ;  Robert  McAuley  received 
40  of  the  57  votes  cast  for  district  attorney;  and  John  Kelley  received  41  of  the 
56  votes  cast  for  clerk  of  the  district  court. 

The  county  board  for  1871  consisted  of  William  Meauley,  Henry  Sawyer 
and  Hiram  Pelton.  The  board  served  through  the  following  year,  and  held  its 
last  meeting  March  28,  1873. 

Aug.  9,  1871,  efforts  were  started  toward  bringing  settlers  to  Barron 
county.  It  was  ordered  that  pamphlets  telling  of  the  county’s  advantages  be 
printed  in  English,  German  and  Norwegian,  and  suitably  circulated.  Later 
in  the  year,  further  measures  were  taken  in  behalf  of  prospective  newcomers. 
A  county  map,  plat  book,  and  the  government  field  notes  were  secured.  The 
county  treasurer  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  abstract  of  entries,  and  ordered  ' 
to  secure  a  list  of  all  patents  issued  on  Barron  county  lands  prior  to  May  1, 
1871.  A  request  was  made  of  the  land  office  officials  at  St.  Croix  Falls  that 
M.  W.  Heller  be  appointed  local  agent  in  Barron  county  to  transact  business 
with  all  persons  desiring  land  under  the  homestead  or  preemption  laws.  Orville 
Brayton  was  appointed  land  inspector  for  the  county  at  an  annual  salary  of 
$750  from  Jan.  1,  1872. 

At  the  fall  state  election  in  1871,  Cadwallader  C.  Washburn,  Republican, 
received  169  votes  for  governor  against  35  for  James  R.  Dolittle,  the  rest  of  the 
ticket  running  about  the  same.  For  state  senator,  J.  E.  Trish  received  180 
votes  and  Samuel  C.  Johnson,  23  votes.  Henry  D.  Barron  swept  the  county 
for  member  of  the  assembly,  receiving  202  of  the  204  votes  cast. 

The  county  officers  elected  were:  Register  of  deeds,  Aristide  Mero;  county 
treasurer,  M.  W.  Heller;  county  clerk,  Orville  Brayton;  coroner,  T.  W.  Hickok; 
county  superintendent,  A.  B.  Finley;  surveyor,  Orville  Brayton. 

The  last  meeting  of  the  board  at  Barker’s  Camp  in  section  7,  in  what  is  now 
Stanley  township,  was  held  March  27,  1872.  On  Nov.  12,  1872,  and  for  some 
time  thereafter,  the  board  met  at  Quaderer’s  Camp,  in  the  village  of  Barron. 

The  first  presidential  election  in  which  Barron  county  participated  was  in 
the  fall  of  1872.  The  Republican  presidential  electors  carried  the  county  by 
a  vote  of  120  to  38.  For  the  assembly,  Henry  D.  Barron,  for  whom  the  county 
is  named,  received  141  out  of  158  votes  cast. 

Dec.  19,  1872,  with  W.  S.  Grover  sitting  on  the  board  in  place  of  Henry 
Sawyer,  a  petition  for  the  division  of  the  town  was  received  from  E.  M.  Sexton 
and  forty  others.  Less  than  thirty  were  freeholders,  the  remainder  being 
homesteaders  and  non-property  owners,  so  action  was  postponed. 

The  county  board  for  1873,  consisting  of  S.  P.  Barker,  John  Leonard  and 
John  Quaderer,  held  its  first  meeting  June  25,  of  that  year.  The  board  made 
arrangements  for  paying  Dunn  county  $534.92,  due  that  county  for  the  ex¬ 
penses  of  Barron  county  cases  in  the  circuit  court  from  Feb.  1,  1869,  to  Dec.  1, 
1871. 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  OF  BARRON  COUNTY 


39 


The  question  of  county  roads  came  up  for  official  action  this  year.  Late 
in  1872,  William  Meauley  received  pay  as  county  road  commissioner,  and  Or¬ 
ville  Brayton,  county  surveyor,  and  J.  W.  Wilkinson,  his  chainman,  received  pay 
for  work  on  county  roads.  No  official  action  appears,  however,  to  have  been 
taken  by  the  board,  until  Aug.  6,  1873.  At  that  time,  the  board  voted  to  take 
over  as  county  roads,  one  state  highway,  and  two  town  roads.  The  state  high¬ 
way  entered  the  county  in  section  33,  town  32,  range  13  (Prairie  Farm),  and 
followed  a  northerly  direction  to  “Station  19”  in  section  18,  township  35,  range 
12  (Stanfold).  One  of  the  town  roads  entered  the  county  in  section  32,  town¬ 
ship  32,  range  12  (west  Dallas),  and  led  by  way  of  Barron  to  Rice  Lake.  The 
other  town  road  entered  the  county  in  section  31,  township  32,  range  10  (Dovre), 
and  led  by  way  of  Chetek  Dam  and  Cameron  to  Rice  Lake. 

At  the  judicial  election  in  the  spring  of  1873,  Orasmus  Cole  received  all 
254  votes  cast  for  chief  justice;  and  Harvey  J.  Sill  received  all  254  votes 
cast  for  county  judge. 

On  October  2,  1873,  a  petition  was  presented,  signed  by  97  voters,  asking 
that  the  board  authorize  a  vote  on  the  question  of  moving  the  county  seat  to 
section  21,  township  35,  range  11,  the  location  of  the  thriving  hamlet  of  Rice 
Lake  Mills.  The  petition,  being  found  to  contain  a  sufficient  number  of  legal 
signers,  the  election  was  duly  called  for  Nov.  4,  1873.  Of  the  444  votes  cast 
on  the  proposition,  269  favored  the  removal  and  174  were  against  it,  one  of  the 
votes  being  blank. 

At  this  election,  a  full  state  and  county  ticket  was  voted  upon.  For  gov¬ 
ernor,  Cadwalder  C.  Washburn,  Republican,  received  356  votes,  against  Wil¬ 
liam  R.  Taylor,  who  received  169.  The  other  Republican  candidates  for  state 
office  received  an  almost  unanimous  vote.  For  state  senator,  Henry  D.  Barron, 
who  received  283  votes,  had  a  strong  opponent  in  C.  L.  Taylor,  who  received 
242  votes.  S.  S.  Fifield  received  all  the  531  votes  cast  for  assemblyman.  Hiram 
Sawyer  was  elected  county  treasurer;  W.  S.  Grover,  clerk;  Alex  Beaton,  sheriff ; 
Washington  Bird,  surveyor;  S.  H.  Young,  coroner;  and  Washington  Bird,  super¬ 
intendent  of  schools.  These  six  had  strong  opposition,  the  defeated  candidates 
being  Orville  Brayton,  for  treasurer;  J.  G.  Johnson,  for  clerk;  W.  W.  Flinn  and 
G.  W.  Roberts,  for  sheriff;  N.  M.  Rockman,  for  surveyor;  D.  C.  Strong,  for 
coroner;  and  Oliver  Demers,  for  superintendent  of  schools.  Those  elected 
unanimously  were :  Clerk  of  court,  W.  L.  Morrison ;  register  of  deeds,  Aristide 
Mero;  district  attorney,  E.  M.  Sexton.  Circuit  court  expenses  voted  to  Dunn 
county  in  1873  for  the  1872  terms  amounted  to  $271.83. 

Dec.  26,  1873,  William  Hufnail  took  the  place  of  John  Quaderer  on  the 
board.  S.  P.  Barker  and  John  Leonard  continued  to  serve. 

Jan.  16,  1874,  the  board  met  at  Rice  Lake  Mills  for  the  first  time.  March 
30,  1874,  six  townships,  Chetek,  Sumner,  Stanfold,  Rice  Lake,  Prairie  Farm  and 
Dallas,  were  detached  from  Barron,  making  seven  townships  in  all.  The  last 
meeting  of  the  old  board  was  held  July  10,  1874. 

The  new  board,  consisting  of  the  township  chairmen,  met  at  Rice  Lake 
Mills,  Sept.  28,  1874,  and  was  constituted  as  follows:  J.  D.  Strong  (chairman), 
Oliver  Demers,  Daniel  Beagle,  S.  K.  Young,  B.  B.  Fuller,  John  Rusk  and  J.  C. 
Stewart.  The  annual  meeting  was  held  Nov.  10,  1874,  at  Rice  Lake  Mills.  Com¬ 
mittees  were  appointed,  and  the  present  system  set  fully  in  motion. 


CHAPTER  VII. 

COUNTY  SEAT  CHANGES  AND  COUNTY  PROPERTY. 

The  first  county  seat  of  Dallas  county,  now  Barron  county,  was  located 
by  the  Legislature,  March  2,  1868,  in  section  26,  township  34,  range  12,  west, 
east  of  the  present  city  of  Barron.  No  official  business  was  ever  transacted 
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there.  The  first  meetings  of  the  county  board  were  held  at  Quaderer’s  Camp, 
across  the  creek  from  the  present  courthouse  block  in  the  present  city  of 
Barron. 

April  13,  1869,  the  county  rented  the  Johnson  House,  in  the  northeast 
quarter  of  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  27,  township  34,  range  12,  west, 
just  north  of  the  river,  and  a  little  east  of  the  present  city  of  Barron,  and  the 
county  offices  and  postoffice  were  established  there. 

Feb.  28,  1870,  the  board  established  the  county  headquarters  at  Barker's 
camp,  section  7,  township  34,  range  11,  west,  now  the  town  of  Stanley. 

Nov.  4,  1873,  by  a  vote  of  269  to  174,  the  citizens  declared  in  favor  of  mov¬ 
ing  the  county  seat  to  Rice  Lake  Mills,  now  the  city  of  Rice  Lake,  and  the 
board  held  its  first  meeting  there  in  a  hall  rented  from  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co., 
Jan.  16,  1874. 

At  that  time  the  county  was  in  the  control  of  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  Its  offi¬ 
cers  were  chosen  by  the  company  and  elected  by  its  employes.  This  company 
owned  the  land  upon  which  the  hamlet  of  Rice  Lake  had  been  started,  and,  nat¬ 
urally,  desired  to  secure  and  keep  for  that  place  any  advantages  that  county 
seat  privileges  might  bring. 

A  few  of  the  independent  thinkers  in  the  county  planned  otherwise.  John 
Quaderer  owned  the  camp  and  much  of  the  land  at  Barron,  and  though  he  was 
originally  a  Knapp-Stout  foreman,  and  was  still  contracting  for  them,  he  was 
one  of  the  leaders  against  the  company  domination  of  county  affairs. 

Another  one  of  the  opposition  was  Woodbury  S.  Grover.  Unlike  most  of 
the  early  settlers,  Mr.  Grover  was  not  then  working  for  the  company,  but  had 
a  little  farm  in  Dallas  township,  to  which  he  was  devoting  his  time,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  his  duties  as  county  clerk,  and  deputy  to  several  other  county  officers. 

At  the  election  of  1874,  the  friends  of  Barron  mustered  enough  votes  to 
declare  in  favor  of  moving  the  county  seat  back  to  Barron,  and  elected  Mr. 
Grover  county  clerk. 

The  company  determined  to  carry  the  fight  further,  and  there  was  talk 
of  an  injunction  restraining  the  county  officers  from  removing  the  records  to 
Barron.  Mr.  Grover,  in  the  meantime,  had  possession  not  only  of  the  records 
pertaining  to  his  own  office  as  clerk,  but  also  of  the  records  of  several  other 
county  officials  to  whom  he  was  deputy. 

The  Governor  proclaimed  the  change  of  county  seat  on  Dec.  29,  1874. 
Word  reached  Rice  Lake  of  the  proclamation  late  in  the  afternoon  a  few  days 
later.  Accordingly,  Mr.  Grover,  to  forestall  injunction  proceedings,  gathered 
the  records,  and  on  a  cold,  winter  night  made  the  trip  from  Rice  Lake  to 
Barron,  where  he  deposited  the  records  with  John  Quaderer.  Henry  Sawyer, 
the  county  treasurer,  although  favorable  to  Barron,  was  under  the  domination 
of  the  Knapp-Stout  company,  and  refused  to  move  his  office  and  books. 

The  board  met  at  Barron,  Feb.  8,  1875,  and  designated  the  upper  floor  of 
the  Quaderer  hotel  as  the  courthouse.  This  building  is  still  standing  on  the 
south  bank  of  Quaderer’s  creek,  just  south  of  the  west  end  of  the  present  court¬ 
house  block.  Mr.  Sawyer  was  ordered  by  the  board  to  move  his  office,  but  still 
refused  to  do  so.  The  next  day  it  was  reported  that  Mr.  Sawyer  had  not  met 
all  the  legal  requirements  for  qualifying  for  office,  and  his  position  was  de¬ 
clared  vacant.  John  Quaderer  was  appointed  and  took  office  Feb.  11,  1875. 

The  county  seat  being  fixed,  the  board  on  March  11,  1875,  appropriated 
$10,000  for  the  erection  of  the  county  buildings.  Nov.  10,  1875,  it  was  voted 
to  lay  a  two-mill  tax  for  county  buildings.  The  vote  was  a  tie,  but  was  de¬ 
cided  by  the  chairman.  Feb.  28,  1876,  by  a  vote  of  4  to  3,  it  was  decided  to 
build  a  courthouse  in  Barron.  The  present  courthouse  block  was  presented 
by  John  Quaderer.  John  Rusk,  A.  G.  Hall  and  John  Rafferty,  prominent 
members  of  the  board,  were  appointed  the  building  committee.  March  21, 
1876,  it  was  reported  that  the  contract  for  the  courthouse  had  been  let  for 
$2,400  which  was  $283  more  than  the  tax  levy.  April  23,  1876,  the  building  was 
all  complete  except  the  plastering,  and  was  occupied  shortly  thereafter.  This 
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courthouse,  a  two-story  frame  building,  occupied  the  site  of  the  present 
brick  building,  and  faced  the  creek.  The  county  offices  were  on  the  lower 
floor,  while  the  court  room  was  on  the  upper  floor. 

Later,  a  small  office  for  the  register  of  deeds  was  erected  on  the  site  of 
the  present  jail. 

For  some  years,  Barron  county  prisoners  were  incarcerated  in  the  jail  in 
Chippewa  county.  Late  in  1878  it  was  voted  to  make  provision  for  a  local 
jail.  Jan.  21,  1879,  cells  were  purchased.  April  16,  1879,  it  was  voted  to  build 
a  jail.  This  building  stood  north  of  the  present  courthouse  on  the  north  side 
of  the  street,  on  lot  12.  It  was  two  stories  in  height,  the  lower  story  being 
used  for  a  jail  and  the  upper  for  a  residence.  The  building  was  18  by  24  feet, 
and  the  jail  part  was  ten  feet  high.  Floor,  walls  and  ceiling  were  made  of 
2  by  8  joists,  set  edgewise,  several  layers  thick,  and  studded  with  spikes.  Inside 
were  the  cells.  This  edifice  was  completed  late  in  1879,  at  a  cost  of  about 
$800. 

In  the  late  eighties,  the  county  seat  fight  was  renewed  with  vigor,  and 
although  thirty  years  have  since  passed,  the  echoes  of  the  contest  have  not 
yet  died  down. 

Barron  and  Rice  Lake  were  forging  ahead.  Political  lines  in  the  county 
were  drawn  between  the  supporters  of  these  two  places.  Each  of  the  two 
villages  had  dreams  of  becoming  the  county  metropolis.  When  a  bill  was  in¬ 
troduced  in  the  Legislature  in  1887,  incorporating  Rice  Lake  with  four  wards, 
the  supporters  of  Barron  immediately  brought  their  influence  to  bear  to  have 
Barron  likewise  incorporated  with  four  wards.  Both  cities  were  accordingly 
incorporated,  thus  leaving  the  balance  of  power  on  the  county  board  undis¬ 
turbed. 

From  1880  to  1890,  the  population  of  the  county  had  more  than  doubled, 
increasing  from  7,024  to  16,416.  The  need  of  better  county  buildings  was  ap¬ 
parent.  Especially,  was  there  a  necessity  for  a  better  jail  than  the  antiquated 
structure  then  in  use. 

The  erection  of  expensive  structures  at  Barron  was  likely  to  make  certain 
the  permanent  location  of  the  county  seat  there. 

Therefore,  the  Rice  Lake  people  believed  that  the  time  was  ripe  for  an¬ 
other  attempt  at  county  seat  honors. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  county  board  held  in  November,  1890,  a  petition  was 
presented  asking  that  the  question  of  the  change  of  county  seat  be  submitted  to 
the  voters.  This  petition  at  that  time  contained  a  number  of  names  greater 
than  two-fifths  of  the  number  of  names  appearing  on  the  poll  lists  of  the  last 
general  election.  The  petition  was  referred  to  a  committee  and  on  Nov.  14, 
the  committee  asked  for  further  time  for  consideration. 

At  that  time  the  county  board  had  26  members,  of  whom  13  were  friendly 
to  Barron,  and  12  to  Rice  Lake.  The  committee  was  therefore  organized  of  men 
favorable  to  Barron.  This  committee  examined  the  signatures  to  the  petition, 
and  the  names  on  the  poll  list.  Some  of  the  signatures  of  the  petition  were 
stricken  off  for  the  reason  that  the  signers  did  not  appear  on  the  poll  lists. 
But  even  with  these  eliminated,  the  petition  still  appeared  to  contain  more 
than  the  necessary  two-fifths. 

Friends  of  Barron  at  once  set  to  work.  As  the  result  of  this  work,  196 
persons  who  had  signed  the  petition  asked  to  have  their  names  withdrawn. 
The  committee  eliminated  these  names,  which  brought  the  number  of  signa¬ 
tures  below  the  necessary  two-fifths. 

On  Jan.  9,  1891,  the  committee  reported  that  they  had  examined  the  peti¬ 
tion,  had  stricken  therefrom  some  names  illegally  there,  and  crossed  out  the 
196  who  wished  to  withdraw,  thus  leaving  less  than  the  legal  number  of  names 
required  to  compel  the  board  to  submit  the  question  to  the  voters.  The  com¬ 
mittee  therefore  recommended  that  the  petition  be  denied.  The  recommenda¬ 
tion  was  accepted. 
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This  action  was  carried  to  the  Supreme  court.  The  court  held  (La  Londe 
vs.  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  Barron  County,  80  Wisconsin,  380),  by  a  de¬ 
cision  rendered  in  October,  1891,  that  as  there  were  2,573  names  on  the  poll 
list,  the  list  as  acted  upon  by  the  committee  on  Jan.  9,  1891,  had  not  contained 
two-fifths  of  those  names,  regardless  of  whether  it  had  contained  a  sufficient 
number  at  the  time  of  its  presentation.  The  gist  of  legal  questions  involved 
was  that  the  board  was  entitled  to  a  reasonable  time  in  which  to  examine  the 
signatures  of  the  petition,  and  that  during  the  time  of  examination,  voters 
who  had  signed  the  petition  had  a  right  to  withdraw  their  signatures. 

The  question  was  therefore  not  submitted  to  the  voters,  and  the  matter  of 
removal  has  not  since  been  seriously  broached. 

The  building  of  the  county  jail  was  also  involved  in  this  county  seat 
struggle.  At  the  meeting  of  November,  1890,  the  same  meeting  at  which  the 
county  seat  petition  was  presented,  the  board  proceeded  with  the  preliminaries 
of  erecting  a  county  jail.  The  Barron  members  hoped  by  increasing  the  in¬ 
vestment  in  county  buildings  in  Barron  to  put  another  spike  in  the  retention 
of  the  county  seat  at  that  place. 

These  Barron  supporters  managed  to  muster  one  more  vote  than  the  cus¬ 
tomary  thirteen,  and  by  a  vote  of  fourteen  to  eleven,  appointed  a  building  com¬ 
mittee  which  was  given  full  power  to  procure  the  building  of  a  jail  on  the 
county  property  at  Barron.  Money  was  appropriated,  and  the  chairman  and 
county  clerk  authorized  to  issue  county  orders  to  the  amount  of  the  appropria¬ 
tion.  The  committee  proceeded  without  delay  to  advertise  for  bids  for  furnish¬ 
ing  material  for  the  construction  of  the  jail. 

Jan.  9,  1891,  the  contract  for  building  the  jail  was  awarded  to  C.  D.  Coe, 
who  at  once  started  work.  Work  was  stopped  by  the  injunction  proceedings 
brought  by  John  La  Londe.  After  a  hearing,  the  Circuit  court  dismissed  the 
complaint  and  dissolved  the  injunction,  Aug.  11,  1891.  As  soon  as  word  was 
received  in  Barron  that  the  injunction  was  dissolved,  Mr.  Coe  at  once  resumed 
work,  and  county  orders  were  issued  to  him  to  the  amount  of  $6,100.  Mr.  La 
Londe  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  Circuit  court  and  one  of  the  judges  of 
the  Supreme  court  issued  a  restraining  order,  upon  which  work  was  again 
stopped. 

When  the  final  decision  was  rendered  by  the  Supreme  court  on  Oct.  20, 
1891,  work  was  again  resumed.  At  the  November,  1891,  meeting  of  the  board, 
provision  was  made  for  the  payment  of  the  county  orders  previously  issued, 
and  Mr.  Coe  was  instructed  to  continue  with  the  work,  the  previous  contracts 
being  all  confirmed. 

Sept.  1,  1892,  it  was  reported  to  the  board  that  the  work  was  completed. 
The  structure,  with  improvements,  is  the  present  sightly  jail  and  sheriff's 
residence. 

The  building  of  a  new  courthouse  came  up  for  consideration  at  the  Novem¬ 
ber  meeting  of  the  board  in  1899.  The  spirit  was  friendly,  but  many  of  the 
board  believed  that  the  time  was  not  quite  ripe  for  the  actual  building.  How¬ 
ever,  $5,000  was  appropriated  toward  the  project,  and  a  building  committee 
was  appointed,  consisting  of  Aristide  Mero,  J.  P.  Kohl,  H.  C.  Dolittle,  S.  W. 
Sparlin,  Andrew  Gullickson,  C.  W.  Moore,  L.  J.  Breen  and  E.  N.  Bowers.  Dec. 
15,  1899,  plans  were  submitted  by  F.  D.  Orff,  of  Minneapolis.  Nov.  11,  1900, 
the  board  determined  to  borrow  $30,000.  Jan.  21,  1901,  the  contracts  were 
let,  and  on  May  28,  1901,  the  cornerstone  was  laid.  The  building  was  prac¬ 
tically  completed  in  time  for  the  meeting  of  the  county  board  in  November, 
1901.  The  total  cost  was  $38,070.80.  The  cost  of  materials  had  risen  even 
during  the  period  of  building,  and  so  at  an  expenditure  of  approximately 
$40,000  the  county  secured  a  building  worth  many  thousand  more. 

The  courthouse  is  built  on  a  solid  stone  foundation,  which  above  the 
ground  is  faced  with  dressed  Portage  Entry  sandstone.  The  superstructure  is 
one  of  native  brick,  faced  with  Menomonie  pressed  brick,  and  is  trimmed  with 
red  sandstone.  The  main  entrance  is  on  the  north  side,  facing  La  Salle  street, 
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from  which  it  is  separated  by  a  beautiful  sloping  lawn.  A  side  entrance  on  the 
east  faces  the  jail  and  affords  easy  entrance  from  that  quarter.  The  interior 
is  handsomely  finished  throughout  with  red  oak. 

In  the  early  days  there  was  a  combined  county  and  town  system  of  look¬ 
ing  after  the  poor.  Transient  paupers  were  cared  for  by  the  county,  while 
each  town  looked  after  the  paupers  who  were  actual  residents. 

Jan.  17,  1884,  the  board  decided  that  after  April  1,  1884,  the  county  should 
look  after  all  the  poor.  G.  C.  Hodgkin  was  made  superintendent  of  the  poor. 
A  committee,  consisting  of  W.  S.  Grover,  S.  E.  Washburn  and  C.  S.  Taylor,  was 
appointed  to  purchase  land  for  a  poor  farm.  This  committee  purchased  the 
northeast  quarter  of  section  34,  township  34,  range  12  (Barron  township),  at 
$5  an  acre,  and  forty  acres  in  the  southeast  quarter  of  the  southeast  quarter 
of  section  27,  township  34,  range  12,  connecting  the  other  piece  of  land  with 
the  Yellow  river.  Just  north  of  this  tract  on  the  other  bank  of  the  river  was 
the  site  of  the  first  Barron  county  courthouse. 

Jan.  7,  1885,  it  was  voted  to  abandon  the  county  system  and  return  to  the 
town  system.  But  at  the  next  meeting,  Jan.  29,  1885,  the  board  appropriated 
$2,000  for  the  erection  of  buildings  on  the  farm.  The  building  committee  con¬ 
sisted  of  H.  J.  White  and  D.  M.  Monteith.  Nov.  10,  1885,  it  was  reported  that 
the  lower  story  was  completed  and  the  board  voted  to  finish  the  building  of 
the  house  and  stables.  Improvements  have  since  been  made  from  time  to  time 
until  the  county  now  has  a  pretty  modern  alms  house,  adequate  barns  and 
sheds,  and  a  well  cultivated  farm,  excellently  stocked,  and  admirably  equipped. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

COUNTY  OFFICIALS. 

The  first  officers  of  Dallas  county,  which  soon  thereafter  became  Barron 
county,  were  appointed  by  Governor  Lucius  Fairchild  late  in  1868  to  take  effect 
Jan.  1,  1869.  The  first  regular  county  election  was  held  in  the  fall  of  1869. 

The  following  list  of  county  officers  has  been  compiled  from  the  official 
records.  The  year  given  is  the  year  of  taking  office,  and  each  official  mentioned 
served  until  the  year  given  as  the  beginning,  of  his  successor’s  term. 

County  Clerk.  1869,  D.  T.  Boswell  (appointed);  1870,  Orville  Brayton; 
1874,  W.  S.  Grover;  1876,  N.  M.  Rockman  (Jan.  3,  1879,  Mr.  Rockman  resigned 
to  become  treasurer) ;  1879,  Fred  Telke  (appointed  Jan.  3) ;  1885,  Stephen  E. 
Washburn;  1887,  C.  N.  Gunnison;  1889,  Louis  J.  Breen;  1897,  William  M.  Simp¬ 
son  (died  in  office  in  1901) ;  1901,  Stone  W.  Sparlin  (appointed  Nov.  19,  1901, 
and  later  elected) ;  1905,  Andrew  Gulickson ;  1911,  Tobias  T.  Hazelburg  (re¬ 
signed,  to  take  effect  Dec.  1,  1919,  to  become  state  prohibition  enforcement  of¬ 
ficer)  ;  1919,  F.  S.  Woodard  (appointed  Nov.  28,  and  later  elected). 

County  Treasurer.  1869,  James  Bracklin  (appointed) ;  1870,  John  Quad- 
erer;  1872,  M.  W.  Heller;  1874,  Hiram  Sawyer  (Mr.  Sawyer  refused  to  move 
his  office  from  Rice  Lake  to  Barron  in  1875,  it  was  found  that  he  had  not  filed  a 
proper  bond,  and  his  office  was  declared  vacant) ;  1875,  John  Quaderer  (ap¬ 
pointed  Feb.  11) ;  1876,  Washington  Bird  (upon  Mr.  Bird’s  leaving  the  county 
his  office  was  declared  vacant  on  Jan.  23,  1879) ;  1879,  N.  M.  Rockman  (ap¬ 
pointed  Jan.  23) ;  1891,  J.  E.  Horsman;  1893,  George  Parr;  1897,  Charles  Chris¬ 
tenson  ;  1899,  Wilfred  A.  Demers ;  1903,  Charles  W.  Moore  (died  May  6) ;  1903, 
Bennie  Johnson  (appointed  May  16,  and  later  elected) ;  1907,  K.  Edward 
Thompson;  1911,  George  E.  Carr;  1915,  E.  C.  Cleveland;  1917,  S.  R.  Pollock. 

Register  of  Deeds.  1869,  James  G.  Neville  (appointed) ;  1870,  William  J. 
Smith;  1872,  Aristide  Mero;  1876,  Walter  Speed;  1882,  Ole  Christopherson ; 
1885,  A.  J.  Barton;  1889,  J.  W.  Stone;  1893,  William  A.  Kent;  1897,  Andrew  G. 
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Strand;  1899,  Willard  L.  Barton;  1903,  Nels  G.  Gilstad;  1909,  Charles  D. 
Blassingham. 

Superintendent  Of  Schools.  1869,  Oliver  Demers  (appointed,  then  elect¬ 
ed) ;  1872,  A.  B.  Finley;  1874,  Washington  Bird;  1876,  H.  J.  White;  1882, 
Samuel  R.  Finley;  1887,  N.  E.  Carver;  1893,  Dora  M.  Riser;  1897,  Charles  H. 
Museus;  1903,  Thomas  H.  Lage;  1909,  Lellen  S.  Cheney;  1917,  Gertrude  Wahl 
(Miss  Wahl  resigned  in  1918) ;  1918,  Mrs.  R.  L.  Cuff  (appointed  Oct.  7) ;  1919, 
Regina  Kohten.  » 

Coroner.  1870,  K.  Whitman;  1872,  T.  W.  Hickok;  1874,  S.  K.  Young;  1876, 
J.  G.  Beckwith  (did  not  qualify);  1877,  N.  Washburn;  1879,  L.  Paradise;  1880, 
A.  F.  Skinner;  1881,  George  C.  Hodgkin;  1882,  Herbert  Lampman;  1885,  George 
McLeod;  1887,  C.  W.  Moore;  1889,  Joel  Richardson;  1891,  William  Small;  1897, 
William  Hooker;  1899,  Isaac  Bull;  1901,  Frank  J.  Fuller;  1903,  John  G.  Wal¬ 
ters;  1905,  George  F.  Tanner;  1911,  A.  S.  Gustofson;  1913,  T.  Anderson;  1915, 
George  F.  Tanner;  1917,  O.  M.  Sattre;  1919,  J.  H.  Wallis. 

Sheriff.  1869,  Alex  Beaton;  1871,  E.  L.  Dolittle;  1874,  Alex  Beaton;  1876, 
A.  J.  Barton;  1878,  William  W.  Dietz;  1880,  A.  J.  Barton;  1882,  J.  N.  Plato; 
1885,  Silas  Speed ;  1887,  J.  W.  Stone ;  1889,  William  W.  Dietz ;  1891,  Silas  Speed ; 
1893,  Herbert  M.  Helliker;  1895,  Fred  S.  Waterman;  1897,  William  W.  Dietz; 
1899,  John  M.  Rassbach;  1901,  John  A.  H.  Johnson;  1903,  John  M.  Rassbach; 
1905,  Hawkin  Knutson;  1907,  Christopher  Kurschner;  1909,  John  H.  Johnson; 
1911,  John  M.  Rassbach;  1913,  Robert  A.  Phillips;  1915,  Matt  Olson  (killed 
Jan.  25,  1916) ;  1916,  A.  I.  Hulbert  (appointed  Feb.  2) ;  1917,  Hans  P.  Borgen 
(removed  late  in  1917) :  1917,  John  H.  Johnson  (appointed  Nov.  28,  elected  for 
full  term  of  1919-20,  served  until  July  1,  1920,  and  declared  not  eligible) ;  1920, 
A.  W.  McGeorge  (appointed  July  1) ;  1921,  John  H.  Johnson  (eligibility  ques¬ 
tion  still  in  the  courts).  Mr.  Johnson,  as  noted,  was  appointed  Nov.  28,  1917, 
to  fill  out  Mr.  Borgen’s  term.  He  served  a  year  and  one  month  under  this  ap¬ 
pointment.  He  ran  for  the  office  in  the  fall  of  1918,  was  elected,  and  took 
office  under  that  election,  Jan.  1,  1919.  Under  the  Wisconsin  law,  a  sheriff 
is  not  allowed  to  succeed  himself.  Mr.  Johnson’s  eligibility  was  called  into 
question,  and  the  courts  declared  him  ineligible  after  he  had  served  a  year  and 
a  half  of  his  elected  term.  In  the  fall  of  1920,  he  again  ran  for  the  office,  was 
elected,  and  started  his  duties  under  his  election,  Jan.  21,  1921.  His  eligibility 
was  again  brought  into  question  under  the  same  law.  In  February,  1922,  the 
Supreme  Court  held  that  his  election  in  1920  was  legal  and  he  will  hold  the 
office  the  full  term. 

District  Attorney.  1871,  Robert  McAuley;  1874,  E.  M.  Sexton;  1876, 
John  H.  Ives  (resigned  May  25) ;  1876,  Charles  S.  Taylor  (appointed  July  15, 
and  three  times  elected);  1883,  Harvey  J.  Sill;  1886,  Fred  B.  Kinsley;  1887, 
Henry  S.  Comstock;  1889,  Clarence  C.  Coe;  1891,  H.  G.  Ellsworth;  1893,  Harvey 
J.  Sill;  1897,  William  N.  Fuller;  1903,  John  W.  Soderberg;  1911,  Charles  A. 
Taylor;  1917,  John  W.  Soderberg;  1919,  John  L.  Dahl;  1921,  John  W.  Soderburg. 

County  Judge.  1869,  Francis  Finley  (appointed,  then  elected) ;  1874, 
Harvey  J.  Sill;  1882,  William  P.  Swift;  1890,  Henry  S.  Comstock  (resigned  in 
the  spring  of  1901) ;  1901,  Andrew  F.  Wright  (elected  in  April  to  serve  out  the 
year) ;  1902,  Charles  W.  Meadows  (resigned  in  summer  of  1917) ;  1917,  An¬ 
drew  F.  Wright  (appointed  Sept.  1,  1917,  and  then  elected  to  full  term). 

Surveyor.  1870,  Orville  Brayton;  1874,  Washington  Bird;  1876,  Baptiste 
Quaderer;  1878,  Hosea  B.  Brewer;  1882,  D.  A.  Russell;  1895,  John  S.  Colling- 
wood;  1897,  D.  A.  Russell;  1899,  Hosea  P.  Brewer;  1905,  Harry  J.  Mitchell; 
1915,  J.  A.  H.  Johnson. 

Clerk  of  Court.  1871,  John  Kelly;  1874,  W.  L.  Morrison;  1876,  F.  C. 
Connelly;  1878,  Fred  Telke;  1880,  W.  L.  Morrison;  1885,  Peter  Wachter;  1889, 
Henry  Radermacher;  1895,  Stephen  E.  Washburn;  1903,  John  C.  Beckwith; 
1909,  Dighton  S.  Grilley;  1917,  Ernest  V.  Babcock. 

Municipal  Courts.  The  Municipal  court  of  Barron  county  had  its  incep¬ 
tion  Jan.  9,  1880,  when  the  county  board  appointed  H.  J.  Sill,  William  R.  Smith 
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and  Charles  S.  Taylor  to  draft  a  bill  embodying  such  a  feature,  and  present  it 
to  the  Legislature.  The  act  was  duly  passed,  and  the  First  court  created.  In 
1887  the  Second  and  Third  courts  were  created. 

The  First  Municipal  court  meets  at  Barron.  The  first  judge,  Jerome  F. 
Coe,  was  elected  April  13,  1880.  He  was  succeeded  in  1892  by  Clarence  C.  Coe, 
who  served  until  1900,  when  Fred  B.  Kinsley  was  elected.  John  W.  Soderburg 
was  elected  in  1912.  He  was  followed  in  1916  by  Charles  A.  Taylor.  Judge 
Taylor  was  re-elected  in  1920,  and  in  the  summer  of  1921  resigned,  being  suc¬ 
ceeded  by  Fred  B.  Kinsley. 

The  Second  Municipal  court  meets  at  Rice  Lake.  Franklin  M.  Angel  was 
elected  judge  of  this  court  April  14,  1887.  In  1899  Lewis  L.  Constance  was 
elected.  James  Robbins  was  elected  in  1911,  and  re-elected  in  1915  and  1919. 
At  his  death,  C.  A.  Stark  was  appointed,  and  is  still  serving  the  unexpired 
term. 

The  Third  Municipal  court  meets  at  Cumberland.  Andrew  F.  Wright  was 
elected  judge  of  this  court  April  14,  1887.  He  did  not  qualify.  William  N. 
Fuller  was  elected  in  1891,  and  re-elected  in  1895.  For  some  years  the  court 
did  not  function,  the  business  being  handled  by  a  police  justice.  In  1907  An¬ 
drew  F.  Wright  was  elected.  Judge  Wright  occupied  the  bench  until  Sept.  1, 
1917,  when  he  resigned  to  become  county  judge.  R.  B.  Hart  was  appointed, 
and  in  1919  was  elected. 

Circuit  Judge.  H.  L.  Humphrey,  who  held  the  first  term  of  court  in  this 
county  at  Rice  Lake  in  1874,  was  judge  of  the  Eleventh  circuit  from  1866  to 
1877.  The  county  was  included  in  the  Eleventh  circuit  by  the  apportionment 
of  1877.  The  judges  have  been:  Henry  D.  Barron,  1877-1881;  Solon  H.  Clough, 
1882-1888;  R.  D.  Marshall,  1889-1894;  Aad.  J.  Vinje,  1895-1909;  Frank  A.  Ross, 
1910-1918;  Frank  A.  Foley,  1919. 

Barron  County  Bar.  The  Barron  county  bar  is  composed  as  follows; 
Clarence  C.  Coe,  Barron;  Arthur  E.  Coe,  Barron;  Laurence  S.  Coe,  Rice  Lake; 
H.  S.  Comstock,  Cumberland;  L.  P.  Charles,  Chetek;  John  L.  Dahl,  Rice  Lake; 
H.  G.  Ellsworth,  Barron;  W.  N.  Fuller,  Cumberland;  G.  P.  Gannon,  Rice  Lake; 
M.  S.  Hines,  Rice  Lake;  R.  B.  Hart,  Cumberland;  Frank  Lampson,  Cumberland; 
E.  Nelton,  Turtle  Lake;  K.  E.  Rasmussen,  Rice  Lake;  C.  E.  Soderberg,  Rice 
Lake;  J.  W.  Soderberg,  Barron;  C.  A.  Stark,  Rice  Lake;  C.  A.  Taylor,  Barron; 
A.  F.  Wright,  Barron. 

The  first  attorney  to  locate  in  the  county  was  E.  M.  Sexton,  who  came  in 
1872.  He  was  closely  followed  by  H.  J.  Sill,  John  H.  Ives  and  F.  M.  Angel.  A 
new  impetus  was  given  to  the  legal  profession  of  the  county  with  the  arrival 
of  Charles  S.  Taylor,  as  district  attorney,  appointed  by  the  governor  in  1876. 

Members  of  the  Legislature.  William  T.  Price,  of  Black  River  Falls,  rep¬ 
resented  this  region  in  the  state  senate  in  1870-71.  In  the  latter  year  the  ap¬ 
portionment  placed  Barron  county  in  the  Thirteenth  Senatorial  district.  Its 
senators  were:  Joseph  C.  Thorp,  Eau  Claire,  1872-73;  Hiram  P.  Graham,  Eau 
Claire,  1874-75;  Rockwell  G.  Flint,  Menomonie,  1876-77.  In  1877  the  appor¬ 
tionment  placed  Barron  county  in  the  Twenty-fourth  Senatorial  district.  Its 
representatives  were:  Dana  Reed  Bailey,  Baldwin,  1878-79;  S.  S.  Fifield,  Ash¬ 
land,  1880-81;  James  Hill,  Warren,  1882-84;  Joel  F.  Nason,  St.  Croix  Falls, 
1885-88;  Charles  S.  Taylor,  Barron,  1889-94;  James  H.  Stout,  Menomonie, 
1895-1910;  George  E.  Scott,  Prairie  Farm,  1911-16;  A1  C.  Anderson,  Menomonie, 
1917  to  the  present  time.  The  county  is  now  in  the  Twenty-Ninth  Senatorial 
district  with  Polk  and  Dunn  counties. 

Barron  County  in  1870  was  included  in  an  assembly  district  embracing 
Ashland,  Bayfield,  Burnett,  Douglas  and  Polk  counties.  The  district  was 
represented  in  the  assembly  by  Samuel  B.  Dresser,  of  Osceola  Mills.  Following 
him  came:  Samuel  S.  Vaughn,  Bayfield,  1871;  Henry  D.  Barron,  St.  Croix 
Falls,  1872-73;  Samuel  S.  Fifield,  Ashland,  1874-76;  Woodbury  S.  Grover, 
Prairie  Farm,  1877;  Canute  Anderson,  Grantsburg,  1878;  William  J.  Vincent, 
St.  Croix  Falls,  1879 ;  Lars  L.  Gunderson,  Cumberland,  1880 ;  George  D.  McDill, 
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Osceola  Mills,  1881-82.  By  a  new  apportionment  the  counties  of  Barron,  Bay- 
field,  Burnett  and  Douglas  were  made  an  assembly  district.  Its  representa¬ 
tive  was  Canute  Anderson,  Grantsburg.  The  districts  were  again  reappor¬ 
tioned,  and  Barron,  Bayfield,  Burnett,  Douglas  and  Washburn  became  one 
district.  It  was  represented  by  Charles  S.  Taylor,  Barron,  1885-88.  In  1888, 
Barron  County  was  made  one  district,  and  has  since  continued  to  remain  so. 
The  representatives  have  been:  Charles  W.  Moore,  Chetek,  1889-92;  Sewall 
A.  Peterson,  Rice  Lake,  1893-94;  Jonathan  J.  Smith,  Barron,  1895-98;  Kapp  E. 
Rasmussen,  Rice  Lake,  1899-1902;  Henry  C.  Dolittle,  Cumberland,  1903-04; 
George  E.  Scott,  Prairie  Farm,  1905-10;  Andrew  Gulickson,  Stanley  Town¬ 
ship,  1911-14;  James  R.  Beckwith,  Barron,  1915-16;  Isaac  J.  Kvam,  1917  (Mr. 
Kvam  died  suddenly  at  Madison  during  the  term  of  the  legislature,  Feb.  14, 
1917) ;  C.  A.  Beggs,  Rice  Lake,  1917-18  (Mr.  Beggs  was  elected  to  fill  out  Mr. 
Kvam's  term);  Clarence  C.  Coe,  Barron,  1919-20;  John  L.  Dahl,  Rice  Lake, 
1921-22. 


CHAPTER  IX 
EARLY  AGRICULTURE 

Civilization  gradually  approached  Barron  County  in  the  first  half  of  the 
Nineteenth  Century.  The  first  permanent  settlement  in  this  region  was 
made  in  1828  when  a  saw  mill  was  erected  at  the  mouth  of  Wilson  Creek,  the 
present  site  of  Menomonie.  As  early  as  1839  three  mills  were  in  operation 
in  the  vicinity  of  Menomonie.  St.  Croix  Falls  was  first  settled  in  1837,  and 
Chippewa  Falls  in  1839.  A  saw  mill  at  Eau  Galle  was  built  in  1840.  A  saw 
mill  was  built  at  Osceola  in  1842  and  a  grist  mill  in  1848.  Hudson  was  first 
settled  in  1840  and  the  first  farm  opened  there  in  1841.  Eau  Claire  was  first 
settled  in  1845.  Settlers  located  at  Pepin  near  the  mouth  of  the  Chippewa 
River  in  1846,  at  River  Falls  in  1848,  and  at  Arkansas  in  Pepin  in  1862. 

In  1848,  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  started  operations  at  Prairie  Farm.  In  1850, 
Levi  Vance,  who  had  been  familiar  with  this  region  as  an  Indian  trader  as 
early  at  1842,  settled  on  section  5,  township  31,  range  13,  just  over  the  line 
in  Dunn  County  near  Prairie  Farm.  Others  settled  in  his  neighborhood. 
A  little  later  farmers  began  to  settle  north  of  Prairie  Farm  village.  Still 
later  they  began  to  come  into  the  “oak  openings”  in  Dallas  Township,  where 
the  soil  was  more  easily  broken  and  tilled  than  was  the  land  amid  the  trees 
and  stumps  in  the  heavily  wooded  portions  of  the  county.  With  these  be¬ 
ginnings  the  settlements  penetrated  further  and  further  into  the  wilderness. 

James  Bracklin,  speaking  at  Rice  Lake,  on  July  4,  1876,  gives  Bank’s 
neighbors  as  Ed.  Delong,  Mike  Jones,  George  W.  Jones  and  Thomas  Snyder, 
and  says  they  settled  in  that  neighborhood  in  1856.  Banks,  he  says,  after 
living  a  while  on  section  33,  town  32,  range  13  (Prairie  Farm),  moved  outside 
the  county  to  section  21,  township  31,  range  13,  in  Dunn  County.  Peter 
Deery,  according  to  the  same  authority,  settled  in  section  21,  township  32, 
range  13,  in  1859. 

George  W.  Jones  and  John  Banks  both  had  children  born  in  the  county 
in  the  fifties,  and  there  is  some  dispute  as  to  which  was  the  first  born.  Some 
gave  the  distinction  to  a  daughter  of  Mike  Jones,  born  in  1857.  The  first  death 
was  that  of  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Philander  Ball,  near  Barron,  in  1863. 
Mrs.  Ball  died  a  few  days  later,  the  tradition  being  that  she  was  poisoned 
by  squaws  jealous  of  her  popularity.  Mother  and  daughter  were  buried  at 
Loupville,  so  called,  in  section  19,  town  34,  range  11,  on  the  bank  of  the  Me¬ 
nomonie  River,  about  a  mile  north  of  the  Soo  railroad  bridge  east  of  Barron. 

The  census  of  1860  shows  but  two  families  at  that  time  living  in  what  is 
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now  Barron  County.  John  Banks,  aged  36,  born  in  Ohio,  and  his  wife,  Par- 
melia,  aged  31,  born  in  Minnesota,  had  then  four  children:  John,  Jr.,  aged 
9,  born  in  Ohio;  Almira,  aged  6,  born  in  Minnesota;  and  Benjamin,  aged  4, 
and  Frank,  aged  2,  both  born  in  Wisconsin,  and  probably  both  born  in  the 
present  Barron  County.  Banks’  real  estate  is  valued  at  $140  and  his  personal 
property  at  $66.  George  W.  Jones,  aged  34,  born  in  Canada,  and  his  wife 
Margaret,  born  in  Wisconsin,  had  then  three  children:  Susan,  aged  11;  Samuel, 
aged  8;  and  James,  aged  3,  all  born  in  Wisconsin,  and  the  last  named  probably 
born  in  what  is  now  Barron  County.  The  Jones  real  estate  is  valued  at  $275 
and  the  personal  property  at  $65.  Banks  and  Jones  are  both  classed  as 
farmers.  Thomas  Snyder,  aged  28,  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  Joseph  Abair, 
aged  31,  born  in  Canada,  are  both  classed  as  permanent  residents,  and  their 
occupation  given  as  hunting.  This  census  was  taken  Aug.  20,  1860.  The 
region  is  spoken  of  as  the  town  of  Alden.  It  is  probable  that  there  were  a 
few  cabins  in  the  woods  overlooked  by  the  census  taker. 

Gradually  and  slowly  the  settlement  increased.  A  few  of  the  settlers, 
as  noted,  came  to  establish  farms,  and  usually  settled  in  the  oak  openings 
where  the  land  could  be  easily  broken  and  tilled. 

But  some  thirty  years  or  so,  the  majority  of  the  settlers  were  men  who 
came  here  as  employes  of  the  lumber  companies,  and  after  working  in  the 
woods  a  season  or  so,  selected  a  tract  of  land,  built  a  cabin,  made  a  small 
clearing,  and  thus  established  a  home  where  their  families  could  live,  and 
where  they  themselves  could  do  a  little  farming  to  help  make  a  living  during 
the  seasons  when  they  were  not  otherwise  employed. 

Much  of  the  color  and  romance,  the  hardships  and  privations,  the  sorrows 
and  joys,  the  hard  work,  the  drudging  toil,  and  the  arduous  and  faithful  labor 
which  with  the  passing  of  the  years  brought  success,  and  created  prosperous 
farms  from  the  unfriendly  wilderness,  is  told  in  the  biographical  and  family 
sketches  found  in  this  volume.  Each  family  had  its  individual  situation  to 
meet,  the  memory  of  which  will  ever  be  held  in  precious  remembrance  in  the 
heart  of  the  descendants. 

But  in  a  general  way,  with  individual  variations,  the  experiences  which 
these  families  underwent  mingles  in  certain  broad  sweeps  which  makes  up 
the  real  story  of  the  making  of  the  county. 

As  already  noted  in  the  chapter  on  the  Lumbering  Days,  most  of  the 
Barron  County  settlers  in  the  early  years  came  first  to  Menomonie.  Those 
who  brought  their  families  usually  located  them  in  that  place,  or  near  by  in 
Dunn  County,  until  they  could  look  about. 

Then  they  selected  a  location  in  Barron  County.  Some  of  the  land  was 
bought  for  credit  or  part  cash  from  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  Some  was  preempted 
from  the  government  at  $1.25  an  acre,  some  was  taken  under  the  homestead 
laws.  Some  was  bought  from  the  North  Wisconsin  railroad  which  had  a  large 
grant  in  this  county.  Some  was  purchased  from  Cornell  University  which 
also  had  holdings  in  the  county.  Some  was  bought  from  some  older  settler, 
who,  through  discouragement  or  restlessness,  was  ready  to  move  onward  to 
a  new  location. 

Some  of  the  tracts  the  settlers  chose  were  in  the  pines,  some  were  among 
the  stumps,  some  in  the  “slashings,”  and  burnt-over  land,  some  in  the  hard¬ 
wood  which  was  then  considered  a  nuisance  to  be  gotten  rid  of  as  speedily 
as  possible.  It  was  imperative  that  water  of  some  sort,  lake,  stream  or  spring 
should  be  near  by.  Sometimes  there  was  not  even  a  trail  leading  to  the  loca¬ 
tion,  and  even  the  far-away  tote  road  was  little  more  than  a  rude  track. 

A  few  of  the  settlers  had  enough  money  to  own  a  yoke  of  oxen.  Most 
of  them,  however,  hired  the  owner  of  a  yoke  of  oxen  or  a  pair  of  horses  or 
mules  at  Menomonie,  to  bring  their  goods  along  the  highway  or  tote  road 
to  the  point  nearest  the  claim,  from  which  the  goods  must  be  carted  to  the 
cabin  upon  the  backs  of  the  men  and  older  boys,  the  women  and  children 
helping  as  they  could. 
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Most  of  the  settlers  had  a  stove,  cooking  and  eating  equipment,  bedding, 
flour,  bacon  and  salt,  and  little  more  beside.  Furniture  was  made  on  the 
little  clearing  with  an  axe.  For  clearing  and  farming,  many  had  but  an  axe, 
a  shovel  and  a  hoe. 

A  few  brought  a  pig  or  two,  and  mayhap  a  chicken  or  two.  Only  a  few 
had  a  cow,  though  many  secured  one  soon  after  their  arrival.  Often  the  cow 
was  used  as  a  beast  of  burden. 

A  fortunate  feature,  however,  was  that  oxen,  mules,  horses,  cows,  pigs 
and  other  live  stock  could  usually  be  purchased  from  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co. 

When  provisions  were  needed,  the  men  trudged  to  far  away  Menomonie, 
Chippewa  Falls,  Eau  Claire,  or  other  places,  and  brought  back  flour  and 
other  food  on  their  backs.  Stories  are  told  of  men  who  even  brought  in 
stoves  in  this  way. 

With  the  coming  of  winter,  the  men-folk,  even  those  who  eventually 
intended  to  make  a  living  by  farming,  made  for  the  woods,  with  the  older 
boys.  Those  who  had  horses,  or  mules,  or  oxen,  were  fortunate,  for  these 
they  could  also  take  into  the  woods  as  a  source  of  profit. 

Drear  indeed  was  the  lot  of  the  devoted  mothers  left  with  the  children  in 
the  lonely  cabins.  Wild  beasts  ranged  the  woods,  Indians  were  sometimes 
in  the  neighborhood,  neighbors  were  far  away,  letters  and  reading  matter 
was  a  rare  treat.  There  were  chores  to  do,  the  animals  to  look  after,  the 
household  tasks  to  perform.  Often  provisions  ran  low,  sometimes  illness 
and  even  death  stalked  across  the  humble  threshold. 

In  addition  to  the  other  duties,  many  of  the  women,  especially  those 
from  the  European  countries,  spent  their  extra  time  in  carding,  spinning  and 
knitting.  The  cherished  possession  of  many  such  families  is  now  a  spinning 
wheel  brought  far  across  the  seas,  and  upon  which  some  devoted  mother  spun 
as  she  dreamed  dreams  of  a  future  in  which  she  and  the  husband  should 
have  attained  prosperity  and  comfort,  and  when  the  children  should  have 
grown  to  adult  years,  an  honor  and  comfort  to  their  parents,  and  happy  in 
the  possession  of  the  comforts  and  opportunities  of  which  she  and  her  hus¬ 
band  were  denying  themselves.  The  yarn  being  spun,  it  was  knit  into  mittens, 
socks  and  even  jackets  to  supplement  the  meagre  supply  of  clothing. 

In  some  of  the  neighborhoods  there  were  schools  which  the  children  could 
attend  part  of  the  year.  They  w,pre  of  the  crudest  kind,  usually  with  hand 
hewed  benches.  But  for  a  number  of  years  the  more  isolated  children  received 
only  such  instruction  as  their  mothers  could  give  them. 

Happy  indeed  were  the  mothers,  when  some  traveling  minister  or  priest 
came  along,  held  a  meeting  or  mass  at  their  home,  baptized  the  children,  and 
gave  them  Bible  or  catechism  instruction.  Some  of  the  pleasantest  memories 
of  many  of  the  older  people  now  in  the  county  is  that  the  first  meetings  of 
the  congregation  in  their  neighborhood  were  held  in  their  humble  cabins. 

For  a  number  of  years  but  little  was  raised  on  the  little  clearings  except 
the  food  needed  by  the  family.  This  was  supplemented  by  wild  game,  and 
such  staple  provisions  as  could  be  purchased  at  the  far  away  stores  out  of 
the  slender  family  funds.  Wheat  and  corn  were  taken  to  distant  mills  and 
ground  into  flour.  Meat  was  dried  and  cured  in  the  back  yards,  or  hung  up, 
preserved  by  the  intense  cold. 

As  the  acreage  of  the  clearings  was  increased,  a  little  surplus,  especially 
of  rutabagas,  hay,  oats  and  meat  could  be  sold  to  the  lumber  company. 

There  was  but  little  cash  in  all  the  country.  The  lumber  companies  paid 
for  the  most  part  in  script  and  orders  good  at  a  company  store. 

The  Knapp-Stout  company  itself  was  doing  considerable  farming  during 
these  years,  and  as  already  noted,  the  settlers  on  the  more  open  land  were 
progressing  a  little  faster  with  their  farming,  and  raising  crops  of  a  more 
general  nature  than  those  in  the  little  clearings  in  the  woods. 

It  should  be  repeated  however  that  until  toward  the  close  of  the  past 
century,  lumbering  was  the  dominating  occupation  in  Barron  County,  farming 
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was  secondary.  Old  settlers  tell  us  that  even  toward  the  close  of  the  nineties, 
or  sometime  later,  few  people  had  the  vision  to  realize  that  a  wide  measure 
of  prosperity  could  ever  come  to  the  county,  or  that  the  land  would  ever  reach 
any  more  than  a  nominal  value. 

Failure  to  grasp  the  realization  of  the  future  possibilities  of  the  county 
was  in  some  measure  due  to  the  fact  that  the  general  opinion,  based  on  the 
nature  of  the  pine  lands  in  many  other  portions  of  the  state,  and  in  many 
other  states,  is  that  pine  land  is  sandy  and  unproductive.  The  pine  soils  of 
Barron  County,  however,  are  of  the  greatest  richness,  and  susceptible  to  still 
further  improvement  to  an  almost  unbelievable  degree,  by  the  use  of  scientific 
methods. 

The  first  county  assessment  in  Barron  County  of  which  there  is  any  record 
was  taken  in  1869.  It  is  probably  not  absolutely  accurate,  but  nevertheless 
gives  a  general  picture  of  conditions  at  that  time. 

The  assessor  found  40  horses  which  he  valued  at  $4,020,  a  little  over 
$100  apiece.  There  were  276  neat  cattle  valued  at  $9,646.  Probably  a  goodly 
portion  of  the  276  were  oxen  and  steers.  Many  mules  were  then  used  by  the 
Knapp-Stout  people,  but  only  21  were  assessed,  their  value  being  placed  at 
$2,220.  The  sheep  and  lambs  assessed  numbered  36  and  were  valued  at  $81.00. 
The  swime  numbered  68  and  were  valued  at  $377.  There  are  now  many  single 
farms  of  80  acres  in  the  county  which  have  more  hogs  and  sheep  than  were 
in  those  days  to  be  found  in  the  whole  county. 

There  were  121  wagons,  carriages  and  sleighs,  assessed  at  $3,805,  and 
the  manufacturers  and  merchants  stock  was  assessed  at  $700.  Fourteen 
watches  were  valued  at  $122.  Other  personal  property  was  assessed  at  $11,- 
654.00,  bringing  the  total  assessment  of  personal  property  to  $32,624.  The 
acres  of  land  assessed  amounted  to  103,533,  upon  which  was  placed  a  valuation 
of  $229,426.50. 

D.  T.  Boswell  certified  the  assessment  roll  as  town  clerk  and  verified  it 
as  county  clerk. 

The  organization  of  the  county  and  the  increasing  activity  of  the  logging 
operators  brought  quite  a  few  new  families  to  the  county  in  1869  and  1870, 
new  cabins  were  put  up  in  the  woods,  new  clearings  made,  and  additional 
live  stock  brought  into  the  county. 

The  population  of  the  county  increased  from  thirteen  in  1860  to  538  in 
1870.  The  assessment  of  1871  showed  considerable  increase  over  that  of  1869. 

The  number  of  horses  assessed  had  more  than  doubled  so  that  in  1871 
there  were  93  on  the  list.  The  number  of  neat  cattle  was  also  more  than 
doubled,  the  assessed  number  being  603.  Only  six  mules  and  asses  appear. 
The  sheep  had  increased  but  three,  being  numbered  at  38.  Wolves  were 
plentiful,  and  sheep  raising  was  an  uncertain  occupation.  The  number  of 
swine  had  increased  five  times,  the  number  assessed  being  290.  Swine  were 
not  hard  to  raise  among  the  trees  and  stumps,  they  furnished  food  for  the 
families,  and  as  stated  found  a  ready  market  at  the  lumber  camps.  There 
were  23  watches  and  261  wagons,  carriages  and  sleighs.  The  value  of  the 
merchants  and  manufacturers  stock  was  placed  at  $2,600.  Other  personal 
property  was  valued  at  $26,772,  making  a  total  personal  property  assessment 
of  $61,459.  The  number  of  acres  assessed  was  131,964,  upon  which  a  valuation 
of  $254,606  was  placed.  The  total  assessed  valuation  of  the  county  was 
$316,065. 

The  county  had  a  small  exhibition  as  a  part  of  the  state  exhibit  at  the 
Centennial  Exposition  at  Philadelphia  in  1876.  Feb.  29,  of  that  year,  A.  Dewey, 
Ed.  C.  Coleman  and  H.  J.  Sill  were  appointed  a  committee  to  get  this  exhibit 
ready,  and  $25  was  appropriated  for  the  purpose.  A  touch  of  humor  was 
added  when  it  was  voted  that  the  committee  be  named  a  standing  one  to 
serve  100  years  to  the  next  Centennial. 

The  population  of  the  county  increased  from  538  in  1870  to  7,023  in  1880. 
One  railroad,  now  the  Omaha,  in  the  western  part  of  the  county,  was  put 
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through  in  1877-79.  Several  villages  were  platted  between  1875  and  1880  but 
none  were  incorporated  until  later.  Eleven  townships,  Chetek,  Sumner,  Stan¬ 
fold,  Rice  Lake  (now  Stanley),  Prairie  Farm,  Dallas,  Lakeland  (now  Cumber¬ 
land),  Cedar  Lake,  Maple  Grove,  Clinton,  and  Turtle  Lake  were  organized 
from  the  original  town  of  Barron,  before  the  census  of  1880. 

The  assessment  of  1881  showed  1,216  horses;  4,654  neat  cattle;  173  mules 
and  asses;  1,809  sheep  and  lambs;  and  1,456  swine.  Horses,  carriages  and 
sleighs  to  the  number  of  1,243  were  valued  at  $16,075.  Watches  to  the  number 
of  128  were  assessed  at  $1,386.  Pianos  and  melidions  to  the  number  of  63 
were  valued  at  $2,240.  The  value  of  merchants  and  manufacturers  stock  was 
placed  at  $81,338.  There  was  $350  in  bank  stock  assessed  at  Rice  Lake.  The 
value  of  all  other  personal  property  was  placed  at  $73,405,  making  a  total 
personal  property  assessment  of  $306,229.  The  acres  of  land  assessed  had 
nearly  trebled  in  the  ten  years  since  1871,  the  1881  assessment  being  on 
378,112  acres.  The  value  was  still  low.  The  assessed  valuation  of  $858,880 
meant  an  average  valuation  of  less  than  $2.50  an  acre.  Platted  lots  were 
assessed  at  $44,457  and  were  located  at  Rice  Lake,  Cumberland,  Barron  and 
Chetek. 

Between  1880  and  1890,  the  population  was  more  than  doubled,  increasing 
from  7,024  to  15,416.  Cumberland  was  incorporated  as  a  village  in  1881  and 
as  a  city  in  1885.  Rice  Lake  and  Barron  were  incorporated  as  cities  in  1887. 
The  new  townships  of  Vance  Creek  and  Oak  Grove  were  organized.  The 
Omaha  line  in  the  western  part  of  the  county  was  built  in  1882-83;  the  Soo 
line  in  the  central  part  in  1884. 

Along  the  line  of  the  Omaha  in  the  western  part  of  the  county  were 
Turtle  Lake,  Perley  (section  8,  town  34,  range  14),  Comstock,  Sprague  (section 
24,  town  35,  range  14),  Granite  Lake  (section  17,  town  36,  range  13),  and 
Barronett. 

Along  the  line  of  the  Omaha  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  county  were: 
Cartright,  Chetek,  Cameron  (then  North  Cameron),  and  Rice  Lake.  Along  the 
line  of  the  Soo  were  Turtle  Lake,  Poskin  (now  abandoned),  Poskin  Lake  (then 
called  both  Poskin  Lake  and  Cosgrove,  now  the  village  of  Poskin),  Barron, 
North  Cameron  and  Canton.  Prairie  Farm  was  quite  a  village,  and  Dallas 
a  thriving  hamlet.  Sumner  was  in  section  31,  Sumner  township,  and  Ironwood 
was  a  settlement  in  section  33,  Cedar  Lake. 

Between  1890  and  1895  the  population  increased  to  20,122.  Chetek  was 
incorporated  as  a  city  in  1891,  and  Cameron  as  a  village  in  1894.  Dovre, 
created  years  before,  was  organized  as  a  township.  But  there  were  as  yet 
no  telephones,  no  rural  mail  delivery,  no  automobiles. 

The  year  1895  was  toward  the  close  of  the  logging  period.  Farming  did 
not  reach  its  modern  scientific  basis,  but  agriculture  was  nevertheless  assum¬ 
ing  considerable  importance. 

No  one  as  yet  fully  realized  the  tremendous  possibilities  of  agriculture 
in  the  county,  but  with  the  passing  of  the  timber  resources,  it  was  evident 
that  the  people  must  make  their  living  exclusively  from  farming,  if  the  county 
was  to  progress.  A  few  leaders  here  and  there  were  seeing  the  light,  and 
urging  the  introduction  of  blooded  dairy  stock,  and  the  opening  of  co-operative 
creameries  and  cheese  factories. 

Although  the  population  has  nearly  doubled  since  1895  (from  20,122  to 
34,281)  the  elements  of  nationality  in  the  county  remain  about  as  they  were 
then.  In  fact  since  the  early  logging  days  there  has  been  little  practical 
change  in  the  ratio,  the  Scandinavians  leading,  the  Germans  next,  the  Cana¬ 
dians  next,  and  a  scattering  from  other  countries.  In  1895  the  census  showed 
3,484  born  in  Norway  and  Sweden,  1,023  born  in  Germany,  615  born  in  Canada, 
179  in  England,  79  in  Ireland,  15  in  France,  8  in  Holland.  Of  the  whole  popu¬ 
lation  of  20,122  there  were  14,097  native  born.  It  must  be  understood,  how¬ 
ever,  that  the  Americans  of  English  stock  do  not  figure  largely  in  the  list, 
most  of  the  14,097  being  children  born  in  the  state  of  Scandinavian,  German 
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and  Canadian  parents.  Since  that  time  while  the  ratio,  as  stated,  has  remained 
about  the  same,  among  the  dominant  nationalities,  there  has  been  an  influx 
of  Italians,  Russians,  Poles,  Finns,  Bohemians  and  Hungarians. 

Of  the  561,000  acres,  in  round  numbers  of  land  in  Barron  County,  only 
a  little  over  43,000  acres  were  cultivated  in  1885.  In  1895  there  were  but 
264,819  acres  classed  as  farm  lands,  of  which  but  79,260  were  improved.  In 
farm  woodland  there  were  60,745  acres,  and  in  unimproved  land,  124,814  acres. 
The  farm  land  was  valued  at  $2, 528, 037  and  the  farm  implements  at  $76,848. 
In  1905  there  were  in  round  numbers,  136,000  acres  of  improved  farm  land. 

In  1895  there  were  2,326  farms,  of  all  sizes,  and  the  value  of  agricultural 
products  was  $140,827.05. 

In  that  year  there  were  in  the  county  5,795  milch  cows,  valued  at  $123,911. 
The  cheese  produced  amounted  to  18,270  pounds,  valued  at  $1,714.  The  butter 
produced  amounted  to  528,125  pounds,  valued  at  $72,834.  Thus  the  entire 
value  of  butter  and  cheese  produced  was  $74,548,  less  than  the  value  now 
produced  in  a  single  month  by  the  Barron  creamery.  Most  of  the  butter  and 
cheese  made  was  on  farms.  The  census  of  1894  shows  two  creameries,  one 
in  Cumberland  Township  and  one  in  Cumberland  city.  One  cheese  factory  is 
reported  in  Oak  Grove  Township. 

The  potato  industry,  now  second  in  importance  to  dairying  in  the  county, 
amounted  in  1885  to  little  more  than  a  garden  crop.  The  acreage  planted 
was  760  and  the  bushels  raised  amounted  to  86,443.  The  next  ten  years 
showed  a  rapid  increase,  so  that  in  1895,  there  were  3,164  acres  planted, 
yielding  151,002  bushels,  valued  at  $62,722.  Following  the  industry  into  the 
modern  period,  the  year  1905  shows  5,962  acres  yielding  614,336  bushels. 

The  survey  of  1895  showed  4,047  hogs  in  the  county,  valued  at  $19,353. 
During  the  year  3,087  hogs  had  been  slaughtered,  valued  at  $29,325.  The 
cattle  and  calves  in  the  county  numbered  11,169,  valued  at  $166,709.  During 
the  year  2,827  cattle  and  calves  had  been  slaughtered,  valued  at  $35,439.  The 
5,795  milch  cows,  valued  at  $123,911,  have  already  been  mentioned.  There 
were  12,391  sheep  and  lambs  in  the  county  valued  at  $20,065.  During  the 
year  2,858  sheep  and  lambs  had  been  slaughtered,  valued  at  $5,068.  The  wool 
produced  amounted  to  33,790  pounds,  valued  at  $4,225.  There  were  4,724 
horses  and  mules,  valued  at  $267,100. 

The  census  of  1895  also  showed  2,715  acres  of  wheat,  yielding  32,890 
bushels,  valued  at  $17,621;  2,215  acres  of  corn  yielding  35,133  bushels,  valued 
at  $15,765;  12,062  acres  of  oats  yielding  192,250  bushels,  valued  at  $56,064; 
232  acres  of  barley  yielding  3,013  bushels,  valued  at  $1,397;  2,131  acres  of 
rye  yielding  31,220  bushels  and  valued  at  $1,497 ;  215  acres  of  beans  and  peas 
yielding  1,722  bushels  and  valued  at  $2,400;  and  140  acres  of  root  crops, 
yielding  16,824  bushels,  valued  at  $3,789. 

The  hay  harvested  amounted  to  21,349  tons,  valued  at  $175,924;  the 
timothy  seed,  77  bushels,  valued  at  $197 ;  the  clover  seed,  31  bushels,  valued  at 
$165;  and  the  flax  seed,  6  bushels,  valued  at  $9. 

The  maple  sugar  produced  was  placed  at  395  pounds,  valued  at  $44;  the 
maple  syrup,  at  224  gallons,  valued  at  $294.  The  1,444  colonies  of  bees  pro¬ 
duced  35,574  pounds  of  honey,  valued  at  $6,185;  and  341  pounds  of  wax, 
valued  at  $4,015. 

Few  people  believed  in  1895  that  apples  could  be  raised  in  the  county. 
The  census  showed  a  production  of  47  bushels.  There  were  but  25  pounds 
of  cultivated  grapes.  Three  acres  were  planted  to  berries,  yielding  52 
bushels,  valued  at  $128. 

In  the  more  populous  communities  considerable  farm  machinery  was 
being  used  in  1895.  The  survey  showed  the  following  items:  Mowers,  601, 
valued  at  $14,925;  horse  hay  rakes,  557,  valued  at  $7,112;  horse  hay  loaders, 
none;  reapers,  125,  valued  at  $3,157;  self  binders,  192,  valued  at  $11,767; 
threshing  machines,  22,  valued  at  $8,097 ;  farm  wagons,  1,313,  valued  at  $27,- 
454;  carriages,  574,  valued  at  $13,292;  plows,  1,333,  valued  at  $9,813;  potato 
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planters,  5,  valued  at  $267 ;  drills  and  seeders,  91,  valued  at  $1,645 ;  horse  corn 
planters,  4,  valued  at  $76;  horse  corn  cultivators,  681,  valued  at  $2,798. 

The  miscellaneous  items  for  1895  are  also  interesting.  The  lumber, 
shingles  and  lath  produced  were  valued  at  $575,180,  the  other  wooden  articles 
at  $49,850.  There  were  35,900  yards  of  woolen  fabrics  produced,  valued  at 
$16,664.  Iron  goods  produced  amounted  to  $600  and  leather  goods  at  $1,000. 
The  flour  made  amounted  to  34,755  barrels,  valued  at  $120,077.  There  was 
also  1,500  barrels  of  beer  brewed,  valued  at  $10,500. 

But  despite  the  evidences  of  agricultural  progress  shown  in  the  census 
of  1895,  which  marks  the  dwindling  years  of  the  lumber  era,  the  county  was 
then  scarcely  developing  from  a  wilderness.  It  is  true  that  there  were  pros¬ 
perous  farming  communities,  with  a  few  good  homes,  but  these  settlements 
were  scattered.  Less  than  one  seventh  of  the  county  was  under  cultivation, 
vast  stretches  of  wild  land  were  to  be  found  on  every  side,  the  landscape  pre¬ 
sented  a  dreary  aspect. 

A  better  day,  however,  was  approaching,  and  with  the  dawn  of  the  new 
century  the  forces  were  forming,  the  influences  were  at  work,  which  were 
to  result  in  the  glorious  story  of  modern  agriculture  and  dairying,  a  story 
which  Had  written  the  name  of  Barron  County  in  the  foremost  ranks  of  the 
prosperous  Wisconsin  communities,  and  well  in  the  front  among  the  flourish¬ 
ing  agricultural  regions  of  the  whole  country. 


CHAPTER  X 
THE  FIRST  SETTLERS 

The  story  of  the  early  settlement  of  Barron  County  has  been  told  in  the 
previous  chapter  regarding  early  agriculture.  The  loggers  began  operations 
at  Prairie  Farm  in  1848.  Levi  Vance  settled  over  the  line  in  Dunn  County, 
section  5,  township  31,  range  13,  in  1850.  John  Banks  settled  near  the  county 
line  in  the  present  town  of  Prairie  Farm  in  1855.  The  census  of  1860  showed 
as  permanent  residents  of  the  county  only  two  families,  and  two  single  men: 
John  Banks  and  George  W.  Jones,  being  the  family  men  and  farmers,  and 
Thomas  Snyder  and  Joseph  Abair  being  the  two  single  men,  and  hunters. 
There  may,  however,  have  been  a  few  cabins  missed  by  the  census  taker. 

In  1870  there  were  538  persons  living  in  the  county.  In  the  mean  time, 
a  few  had  come  and  gone,  especially  bachelor  homesteaders,  pre-emptors  or 
squatters,  who  stayed  for  a  time  and  then  sold  out  such  rights  as  they  may 
have  acquired.  But  such  temporary  residents  left  but  little  impression  on 
the  county.  It  was  those  living  here  in  1870  who  may  be  considered  as  the 
real  pioneers  of  the  county’s  progress. 

The  splendid  library  of  the  State  Historical  Society  of  Wisconsin  has  in 
its  possession,  among  a  priceless  store  of  other  documents,  the  original  census 
schedules  for  the  Ninth  Federal  Census  (1870).  Through  the  courtesy  and 
help  of  Joseph  Schafer,  superintendent  of  that  society,  and  his  assistants, 
the  editor  of  this  work  has  secured  a  transcript  of  that  portion  of  the  1870 
census,  which  applies  to  Barron  County,  and  it  is  given  herewith  as  a  valuable 
contribution  to  Barron  County  history  as  well  as  a  memorial  to  those  sturdy 
pioneers  who  paved  the  way  for  present  prosperity. 

The  list  gives  the  actual  residents  of  the  county  living  here  in  the  early 
summer  of  1870.  Other  men  who  later  established  their  families  here  had 
been  in  the  county  and  worked  here,  but  had  not  at  that  time  located  here. 

The  list  gives  the  name,  age,  occupation  and  birthplace.  The  spelling  used 
is  that  of  the  original  transcript : 
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Isaac  Sprague,  35,  farmer,  New  York.  Jane  Sprague,  32,  housekeeper, 
Michigan.  William  Sprague,  12,  Michigan.  Charles  Sprague,  8,  Wisconsin. 
George  Sprague,  6,  Wisconsin.  Frank  Sprague,  three  months,  Wisconsin. 
Samuel  Chambers,  25,  farm  laborer,  England.  Thomas  McGovern,  23,  farm 
laborer,  Maine.  Fautson  Kusner,  20,  farm  laborer,  Hesse  Darmstaat.  George 
Bridgam,  20,  farm  laborer,  Maine.  Josiah  Harmon,  18,  farm  laborer,  Wiscon¬ 
sin.  Andrew  Gilbertson,  22,  farm  laborer,  Norway.  Zach  Johnson,  35,  black¬ 
smith,  Norway.  Jacob  Smittle,  22,  farm  laborer,  Baden.  Albert  Staege,  20, 
teamster,  Baden.  Canute  Johnson,  25,  farm  laborer,  Norway.  Ole  Woodside, 

20,  farm  laborer,  Norway.  Edward  Maetmite,  25,  carpenter,  Germany.  Levi 
Miller,  42,  carpenter,  Pennsylvania.  Frank  Miller,  22,  farm  laborer,  Wis¬ 
consin.  Ole  Hermanson,  21,  farm  laborer,  Norway.  S.  K.  Young,  43,  painter, 
Kentucky.  Elizabeth  Young,  18,  housekeeper,  Wisconsin.  Ellen  Young,  16, 
housekeeper,  Wisconsin.  Hannah  Newhall,  56,  school  teacher,  Connecticut. 
Wilson  Hodge,  22,  farmer,  New  York.  Mary  Hodge,  27,  housekeeper,  New 
York.  Ellsworth  Hodge,  8,  New  York.  Ida  Hodge,  7,  New  York.  Clara  For¬ 
ward,  69,  Vermont.  Frank  Gallato,  33,  farmer,  Switzerland.  Hannah  Gallato, 

22,  housekeeper,  Mechlenburg.  Robert  Kipp,  24,  farmer,  New  York.  Helen 
Kipp,  20,  housekeeper,  New  York.  William  Pitts,  63,  farmer,  New  York. 
Anna  Pitts,  35,  housekeeper.  New  York.  Belle  Pitts,  four  months,  Wisconsin. 
William  Van  Waters,  21,  teacher,  Ohio.  William  Pitts,  23,  farm  laborer, 
Minnesota.  Jno.  Pitts,  16,  farm  laborer,  Wisconsin.  Jane  Pitts,  14,  at  home, 
Iowa.  James  Pitts,  8,  at  home,  Wisconsin.  Francis  Finley,  56,  farmer,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  Margaret  Finley,  46,  housekeeper,  Pennsylvania.  Alfred  Finley, 

23,  teacher,  Pennsylvania.  Chas.  Finley,  21,  teacher,  Pennsylvania.  Samuel 
Finley,  16,  teacher,  Pennsylvania.  Edward  Finley,  13,  at  home,  Wisconsin. 
Henry  Doorley,  41,  farmer,  Wurtemberg.  Katharina  Doorley,  36,  house¬ 
keeper,  Wurtemberg.  Frank  Doorley,  18,  at  home,  Pennsylvania.  Harry 
Doorley,  16,  at  home,  Pennsylvania.  Laura  Doorley,  14,  at  home,  Pennsylvania. 
Julia  Doorley,  12,  at  home,  Pennsylvania. 

W.  S.  Grover,  38,  farmer,  Maine.  Angeline  Grover,  32,  housekeeper, 
Maine.  Flora  Grover,  12,  at  home,  Maine.  Wilbur  Grover,  11,  at  home,  Maine. 
Woodbury  Grover,  10,  at  home,  Wisconsin.  Stephen  Grover,  8,  Wisconsin. 
Warren  Grover,  6,  Wisconsin.  Benj.  Grover,  4,  Wisconsin.  Jno.  Grover*  2, 
Wisconsin.  Lucy  Grover,  six  months,  Wisconsin.  Jno.  Rafferty,  30,  farmer, 
Ohio.  Wm.  Rafferty,  24,  farmer,  Ohio.  Mary  Rafferty,  50,  housekeeper,  Ire¬ 
land.  Mary  Rafferty,  20,  housework,  Ohio.  Francis  Valley,  22,  farmer,  Canada. 
Emily  Valley,  22,  housekeeper,  New  York.  Emma  Valley,  8,  Wisconsin.  Frank 
Valley,  5,  Wisconsin.  Clara  Valley,  eleven  months,  Wisconsin.  Clinton 
Smith,  25,  blacksmith,  New  York.  Eliza  Smith,  22,  housekeeper,  New  York. 
Elmir  Smith,  4,  Wisconsin.  Mary  Smith,  2,  Wisconsin.  James  Smith,  60, 
farmer,  Canada.  Mary  Smith,  58,  housekeeper,  Canada.  Vanderman  Kellog, 
41,  farmer.  New  York.  Abraham  Kellog,  77,  farmer,  New  York.  Martin 
Statter,  29,  cook,  Ohio.  Benjamin  Kellog,  40,  farmer,  New  York.  Louisa 
Kellog,  30,  housekeeper,  Hesse  Darmstaat.  Elmir  Kellog,  8,  Wisconsin.  U. 
S.  Grant  Kellog,  6,  Wisconsin.  Abraham  Kellog,  2,  Wisconsin.  Lydia  Miller, 
11  (adopted),  Wisconsin.  Wm.  F.  Cole,  39,  farmer,  Kentucky.  Mary  Cole,  29, 
housekeeper,  Pennsylvania.  Belle  Cole,  9,  Illinois.  U.  S.  Grant  Cole,  6;  Wis¬ 
consin.  Hiram  Pelton,  44,  farmer,  New  York.  Deborah  Pelton,  44,  house¬ 
keeper,  New  York.  Ada  Pelton,  16,  at  home,  Wisconsin.  Alva  Pelton,  14, 
at  home,  Wisconsin.  Maynard  Pelton,  12,  at  home,  Wisconsin.  Earnest 
Pelton,  4,  Wisconsin.  Fannie  Pelton,  seven  months,  Wisconsin. 

Casper  Rosbach,  34,  farmer,  Mecklenburg.  Mary  Rosbach,  29,  house¬ 
keeper,  Pennsylvania.  Julia  Rosbach,  9,  Wisconsin.  Jno.  Rosbach,  7,  Wis¬ 
consin.  Wm.  Rosbach,  5,  Wisconsin.  Henry  Rosbach,  2,  Wisconsin.  Dora 
Rosbach,  seven  months,  Wisconsin.  George  Speilman,  57,  farmer,  Mecklen¬ 
burg.  Caroline  Speilman,  45,  housekeeper,  Mecklenburg.  Charles  Speilman, 

21,  farm  laborer,  Mecklenburg.  Anna  Speilman,  10,  New  York.  Mary  Speil- 
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man,  10,  New  York.  John  Meyers,  54,  farmer,  Switzerland.  Julia  Meyers, 
45,  housekeeper,  Wisconsin.  Angeline  Meyers,  7,  Wisconsin. 

August  Rhomheild,  30,  farmer,  Saxony.  Eva  Rhomheild,  28,  housekeeper, 
Saxony.  George  Rhomheild,  10,  at  home,  Wisconsin.  Jacob  Rhomheild,  7, 
Wisconsin.  Frank  Rhomheild,  4,  Wisconsin.  Henry  Rhomheild,  three  months, 
Wisconsin.  W.  C.  Maine,  47,  gunsmith,  New  York.  Elizabeth  Maine,  28, 
housekeeper,  New  York.  Martha  Maine,  14,  at  home,  Wisconsin.  Eugene 
Maine,  11,  at  home,  Wisconsin.  Allen  Maine,  7,  Wisconsin.  Ella  Maine,  3, 
Wisconsin.  Christian  Aas,  23,  cook  in  camp,  Norway.  Nelson  Lolen,  24, 
logger,  Norway.  Ole  P.  Sneen,  24,  logger,  Norway.  S.  A.  Lumgum,  40,  coal 
burner,  Norway.  Wm.  B.  Pollard,  42,  foreman  in  camp,  New  Brunswick.  Jno. 
Erickson,  40,  logger,  Norway.  Rich  Bennett,  21,  logger,  Canada.  M.  Holland, 
26,  logger,  Ireland.  Frank  Malay,  20,  logger,  Ireland.  Albert  Kiepen,  24, 
logger,  Pennsylvania.  Samuel  Sneen,  25,  logger,  Norway.  Peter  Thol,  28, 
logger,  Norway.  Peter  Vance,  18,  logger,  Canada.  Ole  K.  Larson,  23,  logger, 
Norway.  Aleson  Sickey,  23,  logger,  Norway.  Samuel  Johnson,  26,  farmer, 
Sweden.  Eliza  Johnson,  23,  housekeeper,  Sweden.  Amanda  Johnson,  1,  Wis¬ 
consin.  Peter  Emlis,  53,  farm  laborer,  Sweden.  Stennah  Emlis,  53,  house¬ 
keeper,  Sweden.  Jno.  Nelson,  32,  farmer,  Sweden.  Christina  Nelson,  27, 
housekeeper,  Sweden.  Andrew  Nelson,  4,  Wisconsin. 

Maria  Young,  40,  housekeeper,  Pennsylvania.  Ida  Young,  14,  at  home, 
Wisconsin.  James  Young,  10,  at  home,  Wisconsin.  Miomi  Young,  5,  Wiscon¬ 
sin.  Jane  Young,  3,  Wisconsin.  George  Young,  1,  Wisconsin.  Simon  Tucker, 
40,  farmer,  Kentucky.  Susan  Tucker,  35,  housekeeper,  Pennsylvania.  Chester 
Tucker,  9,  Wisconsin.  Anna  Tucker,  8,  Wisconsin.  Viola  Tucker,  6,  Wisconsin. 
Mary  Tucker,  3,  Wisconsin.  Thomas  Tucker,  2,  Wisconsin.  Mary  Harmon,  85, 
Pennsylvania.  Jesse  Harmon,  78,  farmer,  Pennsylvania.  Julia  Harmon,  73, 
housekeeper,  Pennsylvania.  Jacob  Harmon,  23,  farm  laborer,  Wisconsin. 
Daniel  Harmon,  19,  farm  laborer,  Wisconsin.  Simon  Harmon,  13,  at  home, 
Wisconsin.  Clara  Harmon,  12,  at  home,  Wisconsin. 

William  Miller,  40,  farmer,  Pennsylvania.  Susan  Miller,  32,  housekeeper, 
Wisconsin.  Flora  Miller,  14,  at  home,  Wisconsin.  Horace  Miller,  12,  at  home, 
Wisconsin.  Harry  Miller,  8,  Wisconsin.  Luther  Miller,  6,  Wisconsin.  Almira 
Miller,  four  months,  Wisconsin.  Lyman  Miller,  16,  housekeeper,  Wisconsin. 
Mary  Miller,  14,  at  home,  Wisconsin.  Douglas  Miller,  9,  Wisconsin.  Levi 
Miller,  7,  Wisconsin.  William  Miller,  4,  Wisconsin.  And.  Miller,  72,  farmer, 
Pennsylvania.  Lillian  Miller,  63,  housekeeper,  Pennsylvania.  Maria  Miller, 
33,  at  home,  Ohio.  Alexander  Miller,  34,  farm  laborer,  Kentucky. 
Andrew  Miller,  28,  farm  laborer,  Ohio.  Evelyne  Skinner,  18,  housekeeper, 
Wisconsin.  Ezra  Mitts,  54,  farmer,  Kentucky.  Elmira  Mitts,  49,  housekeeper, 
Illinois.  Zenas  Mitts,  20,  at  home,  Wisconsin.  Sarah  Mitts,  12,  at  home,  Wis¬ 
consin.  Chas.  Mitts,  9,  Wisconsin.  William  Smith,  27,  farmer,  England. 
Henry  Whitman,  27,  farmer,  Indiana.  Elias  Dawson,  40,  farmer,  Indiana. 
Elizabeth  Dawson,  29,  at  home,  Indiana.  Jno.  Dawson,  12,  at  home,  Indiana. 
Nancy  Dawson,  8,  Indiana.  Francis  Dawson,  7,  Indiana.  Rosalie  Dawson,  4, 
Indiana.  William  Dawson,  2,  Indiana.  K.  Whitman,  56,  farmer,  Tennessee. 
Cassa  Whitman,  25,  housekeeper,  Indiana.  Sarah  Whitman,  7,  Indiana.  Win¬ 
nie  Whitman,  2,  Wisconsin.  Isaac  Whitman,  32,  farmer,  Indiana.  Sarah 
Whitman,  29,  housekeeper,  Indiana.  Austin  Skinner,  46,  farmer,  Connecticut. 
Cordelia  Skinner,  42,  housekeeper,  New  York.  Elbertz  Skinner,  18,  farm 
laborer,  Pennsylvania.  Elra  Skinner,  15,  at  home,  Wisconsin.  William  Skin¬ 
ner,  13,  at  home,  Wisconsin.  May  Skinner,  11,  at  home,  Wisconsin.  Carrie 
Skinner,  8,  Wisconsin.  Ernst  Skinner,  6,  Wisconsin.  Alice  Skinner,  3,  Wis¬ 
consin.  Clemantz  Skinner,  nine  months,  Wisconsin. 

Jno.  Quaderer,  42,  farmer,  Austria.  Jno.  Garrett,  37,  farm  laborer, 
Canada.  Henry  Ashlen,  26,  logger,  Canada.  Peter  Ynapnap,  21,  logger, 
Switzerland.  James  Vaniette,  50,  cook,  Kentucky.  George  Ingtertz,  42,  logger, 
Pennsylvania.  Issac  Hickey,  30,  logger,  Canada.  Rich  Burby,  30,  logger, 
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Canada.  S.  P.  Barker,  37,  overseer  in  camp,  Maine.  Jno.  Cavanaugh,  28, 
bookkeeper  in  camp,  Ireland.  Edward  Dingly,  28,  logger,  Wisconsin.  Ole 
Evanson,  24,  logger,  Norway.  Jno.  Hasta,  26,  cook,  Norway.  Geo.  Anderson, 

26,  blacksmith,  Norway.  George  Mathews,  22,  logger,  Canada.  A.  C.  Knutson, 

18,  cook,  Norway.  A.  J.  Barry,  45,  boss  in  camp,  Maine.  George  Barry,  20, 
logger,  Maine.  Jno.  Long,  22,  logger,  Nova  Scotia.  Martin  Crewell,  35,  logger, 
New  Hampshire.  Andrew  Nelson,  22,  cook,  Norway.  Peter  Hern,  22,  logger, 
New  Brunswick.  Bateso  LaRock,  22,  logger,  Wisconsin.  Jno.  Owen,  30,  logger, 
Wisconsin.  Jno.  Colwell,  35,  Indian  trader,  New  York.  Wm.  Recraff,  45, 
teamster,  Canada.  James  Barry,  23,  logger,  New  Brunswick.  David  Seeley, 
24,  logger,  Canada.  A.  B.  Nelson,  25,  cook,  Norway. 

Edward  LaBrie,  35,  teamster,  Canada.  Josephine  LaBrie,  26,  housekeeper, 
Canada.  Edward  LaBrie,  9,  Canada.  George  LaBrie,  6,  Missouri.  Iris  Meron, 
32,  carpenter,  Canada.  Sarah  Meron,  24,  housekeeper,  Canada.  Harris  Meron, 
2,  Wisconsin.  Francis  LaBrie,  42,  farmer,  Canada.  Eliza  LaBrie,  31,  house¬ 
keeper,  Ireland.  Alex  LaBrie,  11,  at  home,  Minnesota.  Ellen  LaBrie,  5,  Min¬ 
nesota.  Louis  LaBrie,  2,  Wisconsin.  George  Como,  29,  farmer,  Canada. 
Alice  Corno,  29,  housekeeper,  Canada.  Anna  Como,  7,  Canada.  Onesina 
Corno,  5,  Canada.  Thomas  Corno,  2,  Wisconsin.  Charles  Mishoe,  43,  farm 
laborer,  Canada.  Armina  Mishoe,  23,  housekeeper,  Canada.  John  LaBrie,  52, 
farmer,  Canada.  Gertrude  LaBrie,  45,  housekeeper,  Canada.  Delpha  LaBrie, 

19,  at  home,  Canada.  Selina  LaBrie,  15,  at  home,  Minnesota.  Melina  LaBrie, 
13,  at  home,  Canada.  Edward  LaBrie,  11,  at  home,  Canada.  Henry  LaBrie, 
6,  Missouri.  Pauline  LaBrie,  1,  Wisconsin.  Jno.  LaBrie,  26,  farmer,  Canada. 
Sarah  LaBrie,  24,  housekeeper,  Missouri.  Iris  LaBrie,  1.  Wisconsin. 

Henry  DeMers,  50,  farmer,  Canada.  Olive  DeMers,  42,  housekeeper, 
Canada.  Sevil  DeMers,  26,  farm  laborer,  Canada.  Octavis  DeMers,  19,  at 
home,  Canada.  Zoella  DeMers,  17,  at  home,  Canada.  Selima  DeMers,  15,  at 
home,  Canada.  Thomas  DeMers,  12,  at  home,  Canada.  Adella  DeMers,  9, 
Canada.  Eliza  DeMers,  20,  house  work,  Canada.  Andrew  Venitz,  27,  farmer, 
Canada.  Gozette  Venitz,  23,  housekeeper,  Canada.  George  Venitz,  3,  Canada. 
Aldridge  Venitz,  1,  Canada.  George  Robargi,  45,  farmer,  Canada.  Gozette 
Robargi,  42,  housekeeper,  Canada.  Louisa  Robargi,  18,  at  home,  Canada. 
Onezemi  Robargi,  16,  at  home,  Canada.  Alexander  Robargi,  13,  at  home, 
Canada.  Selina  Robargi,  11,  at  home,  Canada.  Peter  Robargi,  9,  Canada. 
George  Robargi,  6,  Canada.  Laura  Robargi,  5,  Canada.  Mary  Robargi,  three 
months,  Wisconsin.  Louis  Robargi,  37,  farmer,  Canada.  Eleanor  Robargi, 

27,  housekeeper,  Canada.  Sylphia  Robargi,  6,  Canada.  Cloe  Robargi,  4, 
Canada.  Joe  Robargi,  2,  Canada.  Louis  Nado,  40,  merchant,  Canada.  Peter 
LeFortz,  60,  logger,  Canada.  Amelia  LeFortz,  60,  housekeeper,  Canada.  Levi 
LeFortz,  36,  clerk,  Canada.  Adolph  LeFortz,  29,  carpenter,  Canada.  Louisa 
LeFortz,  18,  at  home,  Canada.  Bertha  Kelsie,  19,  teacher,  Canada.  Daniel 
Rarilla,  40,  farmer,  Canada.  Cezari  Rarilla,  32,  housekeeper,  Canada.  Deliah 
Rarilla,  10,  at  home,  Canada.  George  Rarilla,  1,  Wisconsin.  Alex  Beaton,  31, 
farmer,  Canada.  Eliza  Beaton,  21,  housekeeper,  Canada.  Thomas  Beaton,  1, 
Wisconsin.  Tusand  Gabore,  30,  farmer,  Canada.  Eliza  Gabore,  25,  house¬ 
keeper,  Wisconsin.  Peter  Gabore,  6,  Wisconsin.  Mary  Gabore,  1,  Wisconsin. 

Prosper  Forest,  35,  farmer,  Canada.  Lucy  Forest,  33,  housekeeper,  Canada. 
Prosper  Forest,  12,  at  home,  Canada.  Esaid  Forest,  10,  at  home,  Canada. 
Eugene  Forest,  8,  Canada.  Ozemi  Forest,  6,  Canada.  Mary  Forest,  one  month, 
Wisconsin.  Maria  Forest,  one  month,  Wisconsin.  Tusand  Peridam,  62,  farmer, 
Canada.  Lucy  Peridam,  65,  housekeeper,  Canada.  Chas.  Aman,  31,  farmer, 
Canada.  Georgia  Aman,  33,  housekeeper,  Canada.  Charles  Aman,  10,  at 
home,  Canada.  Noah  Aman,  2,  Missouri.  James  Aman,  one  month,  Wisconsin. 
Edward  Pluid,  25,  blacksmith,  Canada.  Julia  Pluid,  25,  housekeeper,  Canada. 
Edward  Pluid,  1,  Wisconsin.  David  DeMerse,  41,  farmer,  Canada.  Aurelia 
DeMerse,  35,  housekeeper,  Canada.  Salomi  DeMerse,  13,  at  home,  Canada. 
John  DeMerse,  11,  at  home,  Canada.  Ernest  DeMerse,  1,  Wisconsin.  Jno. 
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DeMerse,  27,  farmer,  Canada.  Louisa  DeMerse,  16,  housekeeper,  Canada. 
Jno.  Hendrich,  62,  farmer,  Prussia.  Salomi  Hendrich,  52,  housekeeper,  Ba¬ 
varia.  P.  Hendrich,  27,  farmer,  Prussia.  Louisa  Hendrich,  20,  housekeeper, 
Prussia.  Jno.  O’Neil,  26,  farmer,  Ireland.  Amelia  O’Neil,  25,  housekeeper, 
Massachusetts.  Mary  O’Neil,  6,  Wisconsin.  Chas.  O’Neil,  4,  Wisconsin.  Ellen 
O’Neil,  2,  Wisconsin.  Jno.  O’Neil,  nine  months,  Wisconsin.  Chris  Helstadt, 
27,  farmer,  Germany.  Margaret  Helstadt,  63,  housekeeper,  Germany.  Albra 
Gortman,  31,  farmer,  Switzerland.  Joseph  Gortman,  26,  farmer,  Switzerland. 
Frank  Naire,  30,  farmer,  Austria.  Joseph  Pigeon,  23,  farmer,  Canada.  Myhill 
Bonly,  31,  farmer,  Switzerland.  Peter  Daster,  35,  carpenter,  Switzerland. 
Christ  Pregnett,  42,  farmer,  Hesse  Darmstadt.  Dora  Pregnett,  34,  house¬ 
keeper,  Hesse  Darmstadt. 

Emil  Armstein,  45,  farmer,  Switzerland.  Antionette  Armstein,  34,  house¬ 
keeper,  Germany.  Matilda  Armstein,  14,  at  home,  Wisconsin.  Emil  Armstein, 
7,  Wisconsin.  George  Armstein,  5,  Wisconsin.  Rodolph  Armstein,  3,  Wis¬ 
consin.  Katharine  Armstein,  1,  Wisconsin.  Anna  Calgher,  43,  housekeeper, 
Switzerland.  Emil  Calgher,  16,  farmer,  Switzerland.  Bessie  Calgher,  12,  at 
home,  Switzerland.  Frederick  Calgher,  7,  Switzerland.  Christ  Grist,  43, 
farmer,  Switzerland.  Jno.  Dietz,  45,  farmer,  Hesse  Darmstadt.  Henry  Dietz, 
14,  at  home,  Wisconsin.  Henry  Sawyer,  33,  lumberman,  Canada.  Charlotte 
Sawyer,  30,  housekeeper,  Wisconsin.  Henry  Sawyer,  5,  Wisconsin.  Mary 
Sawyer,  2,  Wisconsin.  Edward  Carr,  56,  logger,  Canada.  E.  LeFoch,  23, 
logger,  Canada.  Zetic  Rieve,  20,  logger,  Canada.  Joe  Rabargi,  33,  logger, 
Canada. 

William  Young,  43,  overseer  in  camp,  Canada.  Sawler,  43,  foreman  in 
camp,  New  Brunswick.  Bards  Thompson,  25,  teamster,  Norway.  Ole  Rom¬ 
berg,  27,  logger,  Norway.  Jno.  Haukins,  18,  logger,  Canada.  Cor.  Gilmanson, 
21,  logger,  Norway.  Peter  Sanderson,  23,  cook,  Norway.  Edward  Sebeth, 
21,  logger,  Germany.  James  Mathews,  27,  logger,  Canada.  James  McNeil, 
33,  logger,  New  Brunswick.  Jno.  Lynch,  26,  logger,  Canada.  Arthur  O'Keif, 

23,  logger,  Canada.  Ole  Peter  Thone,  25,  logger,  Norway.  Jno.  M.  Johnson, 

24,  cook,  Norway.  Ole  Swiver,  23,  logger,  Norway.  Jno.  Sacrison,  19,  logger, 
Norway.  Peter  Yorsted,  25,  logger,  Norway.  Austin  Ryan,  22,  logger,  New 
Jersey.  Lars  Jacobson,  20,  logger,  Norway.  James  Drugan,  24,  logger,  Canada. 
Louis  Baupre,  22,  logger,  Canada.  Jno.  Wiseman,  24,  logger,  Canada.  James 
McCullum,  28,  foreman,  New  Brunswick.  Robert  Wheeler,  23,  logger,  Canada. 
S.  W.  Schofield,  34,  foreman,  Maine.  Canute  Erickson,  23,  logger,  Norway. 
Thomas  Gonga,  36,  logger,  Canada.  August  Merrison,  43,  foreman,  New 
Brunswick. 

Arch  Downs,  47,  logger,  New  Bruswick.  Jno.  H.  Larson,  22,  cook,  Norway. 
A.  Thompson,  24,  logger,  Norway.  John  Void,  32,  logger,  Norway.  Jno.  Rusk, 

25,  logger,  Canada.  Lars  Money,  20,  logger,  Norway.  J.  M.  Holmes,  32,  car¬ 
penter,  Canada.  Wm.  Kaughan,  40,  logger.  James  Hickey,  27,  logger,  Canada. 
Peter  Scou,  26,  overseer  in  camp,  Norway.  Andrew  Scou,  24,  cook,  Norway. 
James  Harrington,  53,  overseer  in  camp,  New  Brunswick.  J.  Paulson,  19, 
cook,  Norway.  Geo.  Gilbertson,  22,  logger,  Norway.  Mart  Brakin,  21,  logger, 
Norway.  Casp  Brockmeir,  45,  overseer  in  camp,  Germany.  Nelson  Hyacith, 
20,  logger,  Norway.  Erick  Gilbertson,  22,  logger,  Norway.  Andrew  Hovey, 
32,  logger,  Norway.  Inglert  Edwards,  28,  overseer  in  camp,  Pennsylvania. 
Peter  Dobl,  26,  blacksmith,  Norway.  Oliver  Lenad,  30,  carpenter,  Norway. 
Chas.  Brown,  30,  logger,  Baden. 

Rich  Gilliski,  56,  boss  in  camp,  New  Brunswick.  Wm.  Borts,  33,  farmer, 
Prussia.  Austina  Borts,  33,  housekeeper,  Prussia.  Amelia  Borts,  6,  Prussia. 
Oliva  Borts,  3,  Prussia.  Bertha  Borts,  six  months,  Wisconsin.  Fred  Mark- 
white,  34,  farmer,  Prussia.  Dorah  Markwhite,  38,  housekeeper,  Prussia. 
Wilhelmina  Markwhite,  12,  at  home,  Prussia.  Bertha  Markwhite,  8,  Prussia. 
Wm.  Markwhite,  8,  Prussia.  Augusta  Markwhite,  1,  Wisconsin.  Fodemon 
Block,  32,  farmer,  Prussia.  Wilhelmina  Block,  35,  housekeeper,  Prussia. 
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Frederick  Block,  8,  Prussia.  Albertine  Block,  6,  Prussia.  And.  Hanson,  25, 
works  in  pinery,  Norway.  Wm.  McAuley,  56,  boss  in  camp,  Scotland.  Chas. 
Fuller,  35,  farmer,  Connecticut.  Amelia  Fuller,  38,  housekeeper,  Canada. 
Maud  Fuller,  8,  Canada.  Florence  Fuller,  7,  Canada.  Jno.  Fuller,  6,  Canada. 
Wm.  Fuller,  3,  Canada.  Charlotte  Fuller,  one  month,  Wisconsin.  Jno.  N. 
Plato,  38,  miner,  New  York.  Melissa  Plato,  22,  housekeeper,  Vermont.  Martha 
Plato,  19,  school  teacher,  Vermont.  W.  B.  Sampman,  45,  farmer,  Vermont. 
Herbertz  Sampman,  10,  at  home,  Wisconsin. 

Ole  Oleson,  45,  farmer,  Norway.  Elizabeth  Oleson,  38,  housekeeper,  Nor¬ 
way.  Margaret  Oleson,  11,  at  home,  Norway.  Mary  Oleson,  9,  Norway.  Jane 
Oleson,  one  month,  Wisconsin.  George  Gregorson,  25,  farm  laborer,  Norway. 
Mary  Gregorson,  72,  Norway.  Emily  Gregorson,  27,  housekeeper,  Norway. 
Herbert  Hanson,  29,  farmer,  Norway.  David  Jewelson,  35,  farmer,  Norway. 
Antionette  Jewelson,  30,  housekeeper,  Norway.  Elizabeth  Jewelson,  6,  Nor¬ 
way.  John  Jewelson,  1,  Norway.  David  Beadle,  38,  farmer,  Vermont.  Adelade 
Beadle,  30,  housekeeper,  Canada.  Ellen  Beadle,  17,  at  home,  Vermont.  Edson 
Beadle,  15,  at  home,  Vermont.  Lillian  Beadle,  10,  Vermont. 

A.  D.  Fuller,  25,  farmer,  New  York.  Julia  Fuller,  24,  housekeeper,  Canada. 
Charlotte  Fuller,  4,  Canada.  Wm.  Farley,  35,  farmer,  Wisconsin.  Cora  Far¬ 
ley,  32,  housekeeper,  Wisconsin.  Arthur  Farley,  14,  at  home,  Wisconsin.  Ma¬ 
tilda  Farley,  10,  at  home,  Wisconsin.  Ole  Monteson,  37,  farmer,  Norway. 
Rachel  Monteson,  27,  housekeeper,  Norway.  Alex  Anderson,  27,  farmer,  Swe¬ 
den.  Sophia  Anderson,  25,  housekeeper,  Sweden.  Chas.  Anderson,  13,  at 
home,  Sweden.  Lars  Abraham,  39,  farmer,  Sweden.  Hannah  Abraham,  36, 
housekeeper,  Sweden.  Abraham  Abraham,  3,  Wisconsin.  Lars  Abraham,  1, 
Wisconsin.  Chris  Bunchord,  41,  farm  laborer,  Norway.  Caroline  Bunchord, 
34,  Norway.  Carrie  Bunchord,  9,  Norway.  Olena  Bunchord,  7,  Norway. 
Paulina  Bunchord,  4,  Norway.  Christoph  Bunchord,  1,  Norway.  Carrie  Ole¬ 
son,  10  (adopted),  Norway.  Ole  Peterson,  33,  farmer,  Minnesota.  Gregor 
Gregorson,  42,  farmer,  Norway.  Emily  Gregorson,  30,  housekeeper,  Norway. 
Gilbert  Gregorson,  10,  Norway.  Ole  Gregorson,  8,  Norway.  Nellie  Gregorson, 
3,  Norway. 

Halver  Knutson,  35,  farmer,  Norway.  Rachel  Knutson,  26,  housekeeper, 
Norway.  Gilbert  Knutson,  36,  farm  laborer,  Norway.  Marietta  Batson,  40, 
farmer,  Norway.  Ellen  Batson,  16,  housekeeper,  Norway.  Caroline  Batson, 
14,  housekeeper,  Norway.  And.  Sanderson,  50,  farmer,  Norway.  Ellen  San¬ 
derson,  50,  housekeeper,  Norway.  Louis  Sanderson,  22,  farm  laborer,  Nor¬ 
way.  Ole  Peterson,  35,  farmer,  Norway.  Anna  Peterson,  27,  housekeeper, 
Norway.  P.  Christianson,  45,  farmer,  Norway.  Georgiana  Christianson,  47, 
housekeeper,  Norway.  Anna  Christianson,  6,  Norway.  Caroline  Christianson, 
3,  Wisconsin.  Peter  Christianson,  10,  Wisconsin.  Charles  Brown,  27,  farmer, 
Sweden.  Anna  Brown,  25,  housekeeper,  Sweden.  Phil  Brooks,  25,  wagon 
maker,  Pennsylvania.  Anna  Brooks,  24,  housekeeper,  Pennsylvania.  Jno.  C. 
Rosbach,  30,  farmer,  Mecklenburg. 


CHAPTER  XI 

LOGGING  DAYS  AND  LUMBERING  INDUSTRY 

Barron  County,  in  the  early  part  of  the  last  century,  was  densely  covered 
with  forests,  amid  which  sparkled  sky  blue  lakes  and  rippling  streams. 

The  northern  third  was  stocked  with  a  mixed  forest  of  pine  and  hard¬ 
woods,  the  pine  prevailing  except  on  the  ridge  in  the  northwestern  part  of 
the  country.  In  the  central  part  was  a  great  stretch  of  pine  forest  with  a 
thin  mixture  of  hardwoods,  and  occasional  hardwood  groves.  The  southeastern 
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one  fifth  of  the  county,  widest  along  the  east  line,  was  sandy  jackpine  and 
oak  openings. 

The  county  was  first  chosen  as  the  scene  of  logging  operations  in  1847 
and  work  was  started  the  next  year.  The  work  of  denudation  went  on  for 
half  a  century,  and  in  1897,  just  fifty  years  from  the  time  that  operations 
here  were  determined  upon,  the  forests  were  practically  gone. 

In  that  year,  1897,  a  Government  report  showed  that  most  of  the  pine  has 
been  cut,  except  in  the  extreme  northern  and  northeastern  towns.  The  stand¬ 
ing  pine  was  in  isolated  bodies  and  was  estimated  at  150,000,000  feet.  The 
hardwoods  were  culled,  and  in  nearly  all  parts  of  the  county  damaged  by  fire. 
The  scattering  bodies  of  better  hardwood  were  believed  to  represent  a  stand 
of  about  250,000,000  feet,  in  which  oak,  basswood,  birch  and  maple  entered  in 
nearly  equal  proportions.  The  swamps  of  the  county  were  reported  bare  of 
merchantable  timber  in  any  large  quantities. 

Between  the  two  dates  lies  a  story  of  toil  and  hardships,  of  ambition  and 
heartbreak,  of  fortunes  and  reputations  made,  of  hopes  realized  or  aspira¬ 
tions  shattered,  a  story  of  drudgery  and  thrills,  a  story  of  the  draining  of  the 
very  life  blood  of  the  county’s  wealth,  only  to  make  way  for  the  development  of 
a  still  greater  wealth  along  other  lines. 

The  story  of  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.,  afterward  the  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  Com¬ 
pany,  is  inseparably  interwoven  with  the  first  half  century  of  the  county’s 
history.  It  was  they  who  logged  nearly  all  the  county. 

Captain  William  Wilson  came  from  Fort  Madison,  Iowa,  in  1846,  and 
explored  lands  along  the  Chippewa  river,  as  the  result  of  which  he  and  John 
H.  Knapp,  also  of  Fort  Madison,  purchased  a  half  interest  in  a  little  saw  mill 
situated  at  the  mouth  of  what  is  now  Wilson  Creek,  in  what  is  now  the  city 
of  Menomonie.  They  started  work  June  1,  1846,  and  in  the  fall  bought  the 
remaining  half  interest.  August  19,  1850,  Captain  Andrew  Tainter,  of  Prairie 
du  Chien,  purchased  a  fourth  interest.  Aug.  20,  1853,  Henry  L.  Stout,  of 
Dubuque,  Iowa,  bought  a  fourth  interest  and  the  name  was  changed  to  Knapp, 
Stout  &  Co.  May  1,  1854,  Thomas  B.  Wilson  became  a  member  of  the  firm, 
and  a  number  of  years  later  John  H.  Douglass,  of  St.  Louis,  a  nephew  of  John 
H.  Knapp,  became  a  member.  March  18,  1878,  the  firm  was  incorporated  as 
the  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  Company,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $2,000,000,  which 
was  doubled  in  1882.  The  shareholders  were  John  H.  Knapp,  Jelry  L.  Stout, 
Andrew  Tainter,  William  Wilson,  Thomas  B.  Wilson  and  John  H.  Douglass. 
John  H.  Knapp  was  made  president;  Thomas  B.  Wilson,  secretary;  and  John 
H.  Douglass,  treasurer. 

The  company  made  vast  purchases  of  pine  lands  in  this  region  from  the 
Government  at  $1.25  an  acre.  In  1863  it  bought  10,000  acres  of  pine  land  and 
the  mill  at  Waubeck  from  C.  C.  Washburn.  In  1879-80  it  purchased  over 
100,000  from  Cornell  University  and  the  Northwestern  and  Omaha  railroads. 
Other  extensive  purchases  were  also  made. 

In  1847,  the  year  after  he  had  formed  his  partnership  with  John  H.  Knapp, 
and  bought  the  saw  mill  at  Menomonie,  Captain  William  Wilson,  with  two  men, 
started  up  the  Hay  River  on  an  exploring  trip. 

Reaching  the  mouth  of  Vance  Creek  they  followed  that  stream  for  a  short 
distance.  Then  they  cut  across  the  country,  in  a  northeast  direction,  and  in 
time  came  out  on  a  blufT,  overlooking  the  Hay  River.  Here  lay  the  apex  of  a 
sightly  prairie,  narrowing  among  the  hills  to  the  immediate  northward,  and 
stretching  to  the  southward  in  ever  increasing  expanse.  Hazel  brush  grew  in 
profusion,  and  here  and  there  were  to  be  seen  patches  of  scrub  oak. 

A  vision  of  the  future  when  the  rich  timber  lands  of  this  region  would 
become  the  scene  of  busy  logging  operations  was  already  in  Captain  Wilson’s 
mind.  He  foresaw  that  a  central  camp  would  be  necessary,  he  realized  that 
with  the  difficulties  of  transportation  it  would  be  wise  to  start  a  farm  to 
supply  the  camp  with  food  and  fodder,  and  he  contemplated  also  the  advan¬ 
tages  of  a  mill  at  such  a  camp. 
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The  land  upon  which  he  gazed  from  the  top  of  the  bluff  on  that  historic 
day  answered  every  requirement.  An  advantageous  situation  on  a  swift 
flowing  creek  into  which  emptied  many  smaller  streams  flowing  through  heavily 
wooded  acres;  a  sufficient  drop  to  afford  ample  water  power;  and  fertile  land 
awaiting  the  plow  of  the  husbandman. 

“Prairie  Farm,”  he  exclaimed,  as  his  eye  swept  the  landscape  and  measured 
its  resources.  To  this  day  the  name  has  remained.  A  camp  was  established 
soon  after  Capt.  Wilson’s  visit. 

In  1848  Captain  Andrew  Tainter,  who  had  been  connected  with  logging 
and  mill  activities  at  Chippewa  Falls  and  along  the  Menomonie,  started  logging 
some  eight  miles  north  of  Turtle  Lake,  with  four  ox  teams,  and  a  few  helpers, 
mostly  Indians  and  half  breeds.  His  wife,  Poskin,  gave  her  name  to  the  region. 
When  he  reached  Menomonie  with  his  drive  in  the  spring,  he  intended  to  take 
the  proceeds  and  follow  the  Gold  Rush  to  California. 

Instead,  he  became  interested  in  the  operations  of  the  Messrs.  Knapp  and 
Wilson,  and  soon  after,  as  already  stated,  became  a  third  partner,  thus  as  he 
used  to  say,  discovering  a  gold  mine  in  the  timber  of  Wisconsin  instead  of 
in  the  quartz  of  the  Pacific  Coast.  The  story  is  that  Knapp  &  Wilson  were 
unable  to  pay  Captain  Tainter  for  his  logs,  and  so  persuaded  him  to  join  his 
activities  with  theirs. 

With  this  beginning  Prairie  Farm  gradually  developed.  At  the  head¬ 
quarters  here,  all  the  supplies,  equipment  and  provisions  were  kept,  and  from 
here  sent  out.  At  the  farm  established  here,  the  mules,  oxen  and  horses  were 
stabled,  and  hay,  oats,  potatoes,  other  vegetables  and  a  little  grain  raised 
for  the  camps.  In  1863  a  dam  was  established  there  for  the  purpose  of  facili¬ 
tating  the  handling  of  logs.  The  same  year  a  sawmill  was  built  for  the 
purpose  of  getting  out  lumber  for  building  operations  in  the  neighborhood. 

After  the  establishment  of  the  camp  at  Prairie  Farm,  operations  were 
extended  further  northward  along  the  Hay  River  and  its  tributaries. 

About  1856  the  company  extended  its  Menomonie  River  operations  into 
the  county,  and  gradually  established  camps  further  up  the  Menomonie  and 
its  tributaries.  The  camp  was  established  at  the  present  site  of  Barron  in 
1860,  on  the  present  site  of  Rice  Lake  in  1868,  and  on  the  present  site  of 
Chetek  in  1872.  Other  less  pretentious  camps  were  scattered  here  and  there 
in  the  woods. 

The  cruisers  entered  the  magnificent  forests  and  selected  suitable  places 
for  cutting,  a  camp  was  put  up  in  a  location  convenient  to  this  cutting,  the 
lumberjacks  and  teamsters  arrived,  the  great  trees  were  cut  off,  the  logs 
were  floated  down  the  river  to  enrich  Menomonie,  and  where  a  short  time 
before  the  great  primeval  pines  threw  their  splendor  of  living  green,  the 
skies  soon  beheld  a  desolate  ruin  of  stump  and  brush,  frequently  swept  by  fire. 

In  the  seventies  the  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  was  said  to  be  the  greatest  lumber 
corporation  in  the  world.  In  1873  this  firm  owned  116,000  acres  of  pinelands 
on  the  Chippewa  and  Menomonie  rivers,  from  which  it  cut  and  manufactured 
during  the  year  in  its  various  steam  and  water-power  mills,  55,000,000  feet  of 
lumber,  20,000,000  shingles,  and  20,000,000  lath  and  pickets.  It  maintained  at 
Menomonie  in  addition  to  its  mills  a  foundry  machine  shop  and  blacksmith 
shop,  a  grain  warehouse  of  40,000  bushels  capacity,  and  a  grist  mill  in  which 
its  yearly  requirements  of  flour  were  ground.  It  owned  six  large  farms  in 
Dunn  and  Barron  counties,  containing  6,000  or  7,000  acres  of  improved  land, 
upon  which  were  raised  its  supplies  of  wheat  and  pork.  It  conducted  general 
merchandise  stores,  the  annual  sales  of  which  amounted  to  $750,000.  Large 
lumber  yards  were  maintained  at  Reed’s  Landing,  Dubuque  and  St.  Louis. 
Twelve  hundred  men  were  on  its  payroll. 

The  activities  centered  at  Menomonie.  There,  each  fall,  gathered  a  motley 
crew  from  near  and  far.  Some  came  from  Europe,  some  from  Canada,  some 
from  the  older  states,  some  from  other  parts  of  Wisconsin.  Some  lived  near 
Menomonie.  Indeed  many  of  the  men  who  had  families  settled  on  farms  in 
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Dunn  County,  either  permanently,  or  for  a  while  until  they  could  select 
homes  further  up  the  Menomonie  valley. 

From  Menomonie  they  came  into  this  county.  Some  went  to  Prairie  Farm, 
and  from  there  spread  into  the  surrounding  camps  further  up  the  Hay  River 
valley,  or  across  to  Barron  and  Rice  Lake,  and  up  the  Menomonie  and  Yellow 
river  valleys.  Others  came  directly  up  the  Menomonie  to  Chetek,  Barron  and 
Rice  Lake,  and  from  these  points  spread  to  other  camps. 

Some  of  the  loggers  walked.  Others  were  brought  in  by  the  company 
teams. 

A  picturesque  sight  along  the  tote  roads  in  the  early  seventies  were  the 
four-mule  wagons,  bringing  loggers  and  provisions  from  Menomonie  to  the 
camp  at  Rice  Lake.  A  start  was  made  at  Menomonie  early  in  the  morning 
and  the  route  led  through  Colfax  to  Sand  Creek  in  Dunn  County,  which  was 
even  then  well  settled,  and  where  a  stop  was  made  for  the  night  at  a  farm 
house.  From  there  the  route  led  into  this  county  and  to  Chetek,  where  the 
second  night  was  spent.  From  there  the  teams  followed  a  route  which  skirted 
to  the  east  of  the  Cranberry  marsh,  at  Cameron,  and  led  to  the  camp  at  Rice 
Lake,  and  the  men  usually  took  a  shorter  route  on  foot,  passing  the  foot  of 
the  cranberry  marsh  where  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  had  built  a  logging  dam. 

The  tote  roads  were  an  interesting  feature  of  Barron  County  life.  They 
led  everything  through  the  woods  and  stumps  to  the  logging  camps.  The 
main  routes  were  fairly  well  cleared  and  gradually  developed  into  well-traveled 
highways.  The  branch  routes  were  of  the  roughest  description,  merely  a  trail 
cut  out,  with  here  and  there  a  larger  stump  pulled  out  to  make  the  going  a 
little  better,  or  a  small  log  thrown  down  to  fill  a  depression. 

As  the  years  passed,  many  of  the  workers  in  the  lumber  camps  began  to 
settle  in  Barron  County.  A  site  was  selected,  a  little  clearing  made,  and 
cabin  put  up,  as  the  beginning  of  a  farm.  The  family  and  household  goods 
were  brought  in  carts  or  wagons  along  the  tote  roads,  and  then  carried  on 
the  backs  of  the  pioneers  into  the  claim  in  the  woods.  There  the  men  worked 
in  the  growing  season,  clearing  a  little  land  each  year,  putting  in  a  few  crops, 
and  wresting  a  scanty  livelihood  from  the  soil. 

But  with  the  coming  of  fall,  nearly  every  male  adult  inhabitant  of  the 
county  started  for  the  woods,  leaving  the  women  and  children  alone. 

The  scenes  about  the  lumber  camps  in  Barron  County  are  ones  never  to 
be  forgotten  by  those  who  saw  them.  Some  of  the  camps  were  of  a  pretentious 
nature,  with  bunk  shacks,  cook  shacks,  stables,  stores  and  blacksmith  shops, 
and  became  the  sites  of  permanent  settlements.  Others  were  temporary,  and 
consisted  of  a  shack  for  sleeping  and  eating,  and  a  stable  for  the  draught 
animals. 

The  more  pretentious  camps  were  in  charge  of  caretakers  during  the 
summer  season.  The  temporary  ones  were  abandoned  as  soon  as  the  timber 
in  the  vicinity  was  cut  off. 

But  whether  pretentious  or  temporary  the  camps  presented  about  the 
same  kind  of  life  for  the  workmen. 

A  typical  lumber  camp  in  any  of  the  Wisconsin  pineries  presented  to  the 
spectator  a  combination  of  animated  sights  and  sounds.  The  rapid  tap  of 
the  chopper’s  axe,  the  sudden  crush  as  here  and  there  a  majestic  pine  thun¬ 
dered  to  earth,  the  swish  of  the  needles  as  the  branches  were  trimmed  from 
the  trunks,  the  commands  of  the  foreman,  the  voices  of  the  drivers,  the  rattle 
of  chains  as  the  logs  were  snaked  into  piles,  the  jingle  of  bells  as  the  sled 
with  its  load  of  gathered  logs  slowly  moved  off  to  the  river  or  lake  bank,  or 
returned  on  a  run  for  a  new  burden  of  logs,  the  hearty  shouts  of  the  red 
shirted  lumberjacks  as  they  hastened  about  their  work  in  the  keen  and  exhil¬ 
arating  air — all  this  was  the  foreground  for  which,  in  strange  contrast,  the 
background  was  the  solemn  grandeur  of  the  forest. 

Work  in  a  logging  camp  was  no  sinecure.  No  union  labor  was  there  and 
no  eight  hour  law.  The  hours  commenced  at  daylight  and  only  ended  with 
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darkness.  Teamsters  generally  continued  their  duty  long  after  daylight  had 
gone,  in  the  care  and  attention  which  it  was  necessary  to  give  to  their  teams. 

Next  to  the  foreman  the  influential  man  in  the  camp  was  the  cook.  He 
had  a  helper  who  was  termed  a  “taffel”  or  “cookee.”  When  meals  were  ready 
the  cook  did  not  announce  that  “dinner  is  served,”  but  he  announced  the  same 
fact  in  two  stentorian  words,  “grub  pile.”  The  food  was  not  elaborate,  but 
it  was  substantial  and  usually  plentiful. 

With  the  opening  of  the  spring  and  the  disappearance  of  the  snow  from 
the  logging  roads  the  winter  activities  came  to  an  end. 

Energies  of  the  lumbermen  were  then  turned  to  the  log  drive.  Presently 
rivers  were  freed  from  their  imprisoning  coat  of  ice  and  the  spring  floods 
were  at  hand  to  carry  the  logs  to  the  mills. 

Unfortunate  indeed  was  the  lumberman,  particularly  when  his  operations 
took  him  far  up  stream,  if  the  melting  snow  and  the  spring  rains  produced 
only  a  slight  raise  of  water.  Then  his  logs  were  tied  up,  and  he  must  wait 
for  a  more  favorable  year  to  carry  them  to  market. 

But  -when  the  river  was  high,  the  red-shirts,  handspike  in  hand,  gaily 
set  about  the  hazardous  work  of  “breaking”  the  rollways,  and  delivering  to 
the  swollen  stream  the  accumulated  harvest  of  the  winter’s  work. 

The  drive  was  the  most  picturesque,  as  it  was  certainly  the  most  danger¬ 
ous  period  of  the  season’s  operations.  Down  the  ice-cold  torrent,  thousands 
upon  thousands  of  logs  went  surging  and  hurtling,  sometimes  halting  at  an 
obstruction,  as  if  in  hesitation,  and  piling  up  in  rude  masses,  then  rushing 
onward  again  with  greater  momentum  than  before. 

It  was  the  business  of  the  drivers  to  keep  this  unstable  mass  constantly 
moving  over  obstructions,  across  rapids  and  waterfalls,  and  around  bends  in 
the  stream.  Occasionally,  unless  it  could  be  quickly  broken,  an  obstruction 
piled  up  the  charging  mass  behind  it  to  huge  proportions.  For  many  rods 
up  the  river  the  pine  was  piled  and  wedged,  completely  obliterating  for  that 
distance  all  sight  of  water.  Upon  such  a  confused  and  treacherous  mass  the 
hardy  drivers  ventured  with  their  iron-shod  spikes,  seeking  with  practiced 
eye  to  discover  and,  if  possible,  dislodge  the  logs  that  formed  the  key  to  the 
triangle.  Many  a  daring  fellow  lost  his  life  in  the  wild  rush  of  struggling 
pine  that  followed  the  successful  breaking  of  the  jam. 

Every  hour  of  the  day  was  filled  with  thrills  and  danger  and  the  most 
strenuous  work.  When  night  fell,  the  “Waunegan”  boat  that  carried  the  tents, 
blankets  and  supplies,  was  headed  for  the  shore,  camp  was  made,  fires  were 
built,  and  after  a  hearty  meal,  tired  out  with  the  day’s  hard  work,  the  men 
slept  the  sleep  of  the  healthy,  to  be  routed  out  at  daybreak  for  a  repetition 
of  the  labors  of  the  day  before. 

There  was  a  flavor  or  resemblance  in  these  men,  with  their  boats  and 
camps  and  songs,  that  called  up  at  once,  their  prototypes,  the  old  French- 
Canadian  voyageurs,  but  the  days  of  them  are  now  past  and  gone. 

After  the  coming  of  the  railroads,  and  the  dwindling  of  the  streams, 
many  of  the  logs  were  taken  to  the  railroad  sidings  and  loaded  on  cars,  in¬ 
stead  of  being  piled  on  the  river  banks  and  floated  down  the  stream.  Some, 
too,  were  taken  to  the  sawmills  which  began  to  spring  up  here  and  there  in 
the  county. 

Even  some  of  the  younger  men  of  the  county  remember  the  quaint  “sum¬ 
mer  logging”  with  the  log  tramways  and  the  crude  tramcars,  especially  that 
of  the  late  eighties. 

A  scant  snowfall  made  the  usual  winter  logging  difficult.  The  mills 
deeded  the  logs.  Consequently,  here  and  there  tracks  were  laid  of  slender 
logs,  mostly  hemlocks  and  tameracks,  pegged  together.  Over  these  crude 
tracks  were  operated  the  curious  tramcar,  with  wide  flanged  wheels,  the 
flanges  of  which  fastened  over  the  logs. 

On  a  down  grade,  the  horses  were  fastened  behind  the  load  instead  of  in 
front  of  it.  Woe  betide  the  luckless  driver  if  his  crude,  break  did  not  work, 
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for  then  the  load  plunged  down  the  track,  overturning  and  spilling  the  load, 
and  sometimes  dragging  the  horses  along  with  it. 

The  county  was  in  the  early  logging  days  under  the  domination  of  an  abso¬ 
lute  autocracy.  The  lumber  company,  its  superintendents  and  its  foremen 
reigned  supreme.  They  ruled  with  the  great  power  of  the  influence  behind 
them,  and  they  ruled  with  fists  as  well.  When  an  order  was  given  it  had  to 
be  obeyed. 

A  man  in  disfavor  with  the  boss,  superintendent  or  company  official  was 
bad  off  indeed.  He  could  obtain  no  work  in  the  entire  region,  he  could  get  no 
provisions  at  the  company  stores,  and  even  the  hospitable  bunkhouse  bunk 
and  meal,  usually  given  free  to  any  journeying  logger,  was  refused  him.  A 
peremptory  discharge  left  a  man  in  the  woods  without  money  or  food,  with  no 
means  of  obtaining  transportation,  and  facing  a  long  foodless  tramp  through 
the  winter  woods  before  he  was  out  of  the  company’s  territory. 

The  company,  for  the  most  part,  had  charge  of  county  affairs  also.  Its  fav¬ 
orites  were  placed  in  office,  and  their  every  action  dictated.  Should  a  show  of 
legality  be  desired,  countless  hundreds  of  lumber  jacks  could  be  claimed  as 
residents  and  herded  to  the  polls.  Once  in  a  while  some  man,  independent  of 
the  company,  was  brave  enough  to  offer  defiance,  as  in  the  case  of  the  bring¬ 
ing  of  the  county  records  to  Barron  in  1874,  but  it  took  a  courageous  man  in¬ 
deed  to  defy  such  absolute  power,  and  as  a  rule,  any  man  who  would  not  lis¬ 
ten  to  company  dictation,  whether  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  company  or 
not,  was  speedily  crushed  and  forced  to  leave. 

Even  after  the  close  of  the  logging  days  the  same  spirit  remained  in  the 
county  to  some  extent,  and  well  into  the  present  century  there  were  men  who 
still  attmpted  to  use  the  old  lumber  boss  methods  in  obtaining  their  wishes 
in  personal  and  public  affairs. 

On  Aug.  12,  1903,  the  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  disposed  of  all  its  interests  in 
Barron  county  to  the  Wisconsin  Power  Co.  S.  D.  Stout,  however,  still  owns 
a  considerable  tract  about  Cedar  Lake,  including  the  Lone  Pine  and  Cedar 
Lake  farms,  two  of  the  best  equipped  and  best  stocked  farms  in  the  county,  and 
a  beautiful  island  summer  place. 

In  the  late  seventies  sawmills  assumed  increasing  importance.  By  1881 
there  were  quite  a  number  in  the  county.  Statistics  for  that  year  show  an 
output  as  follows:  Barron.  George  Parr  &  Son,  1,000,000  feet  (cut,  500,000). 
Cartwright.  D.  J.  Cartwright  &  Co.,  900,000  (cut,  200,000).  Chetek.  P.  Ben¬ 
son,  4,000,000;  Forest  Lumber  Co.,  5,000,000.  Granite  Lake.  L.  O.  Larsen, 
2,000,000.  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  (not  reported).  Cumberland.  L.  O.  Larsen, 

I, 500,000.  Beaver  Lake  Lumber  Co.,  12,000,000  (cut,  155,000).  Oliver  &  Co., 
8,000,000.  Soule  &  Rood,  6,000,000  (cut,  4,000,000).  J.  D.  Graw  &  Co.,  5,- 
000,000.  J.  Bennett,  1,000,000.  Northern  Lumber  Co.,  5,000,000  (cut,  3,- 
600,000).  Turtle  Lake.  S.  F.  Richardson  &  Co.,  3,000,000  (cut,  500,000). 
Perley.  Andrews  &  Perley,  7,000,000.  Barronett.  Barronett  Lumber  Co., 

II, 000,000  (cut,  22,600). 

At  Barron,  J.  J.  Smith  and  N.  Carpenter  erected  a  mill  on  the  Yellow  river 
in  1878.  They  sold  to  the  Speed  Brothers,  who  disposed  of  it  to  Parr,  Post 
&  Co.  (consisting  of  George  Parr,  John  Post  and  S.  J.  Parr).  The  mill  was 
entirely  rebuilt,  the  dam  reconstructed,  new  water  wheels  and  new  machinery 
furnished,  and  other  improvements  made  under  the  supervision  of  James  Post, 
millwright.  The  plant  consisted  of  a  double  rotary,  with  a  capacity  of  30,000 
feet  a  day,  a  shingle  mill  of  35,000  production,  a  planer,  lath  and  picket  ma¬ 
chines,  a  resaw  for  the  manufacture  of  siding,  and  a  turning  lathe  for  both 
wood  and  iron.  Thomas  W.  Parr  purchased  John  Post’s  interest  in  the  prop^ 
erty  in  1882  and  the  firm  became  George  Parr  &  Son.  In  May,  1889,  the  firm 
became  merged  in  the  Parr  Manufacturing  Co.  The  mill  property  was  burned 
Sept.  17,  1890.  The  company  then  bought  the  entire  machinery  and  fittings 
of  the  steam  sawmill  at  Turtle  Lake,  formerly  belonging  to  Joel  Richardson, 
and  set  it  up  near  the  site  of  the  old  mill  at  Barron.  The  new  plant  had  a 
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capacity  of  40,000  feet  a  day.  In  the  spring  of  1891  the  company  purchased 
the  shingle  mill  of  J.  W.  Stone  at  Turtle  Lake,  and  erected  it  near  their  other 
mill.  A  few  years  later  the  company  disposed  of  the  property.  It  passed 
through  various  hands,  and  was  finally  burned  down.  The  waterpower  is  now 
used  by  the  city  of  Barron. 

In  1886,  W.  B.  Judd  erected  a  large  steam  saw  and  stave  mill,  principally 
for  the  manufacture  of  hardwood  lumber,  staves  and  heading,  its  capacity 
being  40,000  feet  a  day.  This  was  northeast  of  the  present  canning  factory. 
It  was  dismantled  in  the  early  nineties. 

The  J.  W.  McKesson  stave  and  heading  mill  was  erected  on  the  present 
site  of  the  canning  factory  the  same  year.  It  had  a  daily  capacity  of  26,000 
staves  and  10,000  headings. 

E.  N.  Stebbins  put  up  a  stave  and  heading  mill  in  1891,  located  on  the 
present  site  of  the  cattle  sheds.  His  brother-in-law,  W.  L.  Morris,  and  his 
son,  E.  N.  Stebbins,  Jr.,  later  became  partners,  and  the  business  was  continued 
by  them  after  the  founder's  death.  The  mill  was  burned  in  the  fall  of  1896, 
was  rebuilt,  damaged  in  the  cyclone  of  1898,  rebuilt,  burned  in  1902,  and  in 
1905  blew  up,  killing  one  of  the  workmen.  It  was  then  rebuilt  and  the  busi¬ 
ness  continued  for  some  ten  years  more. 

There  are  still  two  wood  working  establishments  in  Barron,  August  Wes- 
lin,  of  the  Barron  Wood  Works,  making  sash  doors  and  windows,  office  and 
store  furniture,  and  other  articles;  and  the  Wenzel  Brothers,  manufacturing 
office  and  store  furniture. 

At  Rice  Lake  in  1870,  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  erected  a  waterpower  saw¬ 
mill  and  grist  mill.  The  grist  mill  was  rebuilt  into  a  planing  mill.  In  1890, 
the  sawmill  and  planing  mill  were  leased  to  the  Rice  Lake  Lumber  Co.,  re¬ 
modeled  and  fitted  with  new  machinery.  ( 

The  Rice  Lake  Lumber  Co.  was  organized  in  1883,  with  a  capital  of  $500,- 
000,  later  increased.  The  officers  were:  President,  O.  H.  Ingram;  vice-presi¬ 
dent,  William  Carson;  secretary,  C.  A.  Chamberlin;  treasurer,  W.  K.  Coffin,  all 
of  Eau  Claire.  The  company  erected  extensive  saw  mills  and  planing  works, 
with  large  lumber  yards.  In  1890,  as  noted,  it  leased  part  of  the  Knapp,  Stout 
&  Co.  property.  On  Aug.  19,  1919,  the  property  was  sold  to  the  Park  Falls 
Lumber  Co.,  who  have  extensive  works  at  that  point,  and  operate  one  of  the 
most  important  industries  in  the  county.  Most  of  its  lumber  comes  from 
northeast  of  the  county. 

Other  woodworking  establishments  have  been  erected  at  Rice  Lake  from 
time  to  time,  some  of  considerable  importance. 

At  the  present  time,  in  addition  to  the  extensive  operations  of  the  Park 
Falls  Lumber  Co.,  the  Rice  Lake  Manufacturing  Co.,  the  Ashland  Manufac¬ 
turing  Co.  and  C.  Mercier  &  Sons,  do  general  woodworking,  the  Hammond 
Lumber  Co.  has  a  mill,  and  the  McKinnan  Manufacturing  Co.  makes  spokes, 
handles  and  hubs.  There  is  also  a  large  excelsior  plant. 

At  Cumberland,  Messrs.  C.  W.  Griggs  and  A.  G.  Foster,  of  St.  Paul,  estab¬ 
lished  a  general  store  in  1879,  and  in  connection  therewith,  engaged  in  pur¬ 
chasing  cordwood,  piling  and  railroad  ties.  In  1880,  T.  P.  Stone  and  J.  C. 
Maxwell  purchased  100,000,000  feet  of  pine  timber  in  the  vicinity  of  Cum¬ 
berland,  and  in  the  fall  put  up  a  steam  sawmill  in  the  village.  In  1881  the 
Messrs.  Griggs,  Foster,  Stone  and  Maxwell  consolidated,  and  organized  the 
Cumberland  Lumber  Co.  which  a  few  months  later  was  transferred  to  the 
Beaver  Lake  Lumber  Co.  of  which  H.  E.  Southwell  was  president,  Jeff  T.  Heath, 
secretary,  and  L.  B.  Boyce,  treasurer.  The  capacity  of  the  mill  was  about 
25,000,000  a  year.  After  several  changes  in  ownership  the  plant  was  sold  to 
Messrs.  C.  W.  Griggs,  A.  G.  Foster  and  J.  F.  Miller,  who  incorporated  the 
Beaver  Dam  Lumber  Co.  with  a  capital  of  $200,000  on  Jan.  1,  1888,  and  in 
1891  erected  a  band  saw  and  shingle  mill  to  cut  60,000  feet  of  lumber  and  175,- 
000  shingles  daily. 
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Many  other  smaller  mills  were  built  at  Cumberland,  until  at  one  time  in 
the  middle  eighties,  there  were  more  mills  at  Cumberland  than  in  all  the  rest 
of  the  county  put  together. 

At  North  Cumberland,  Mansfield  &  Lang  built  a  steam  sawmill  with  plan¬ 
ers,  shingle  and  lath  machinery.  This  was  purchased  by  N.  L.  Hunter,  who 
built  it  after  its  destruction  by  fire,  giving  it  a  capacity  of  60,000  feet  of  lum¬ 
ber  and  120,000  shingles  daily. 

The  Cumberland  Fruit  Package  Co.  is  the  principal  representative  of  the 
woodworking  industry  in  the  northwestern  part  of  the  county  at  the  present 
time.  It  manufactures  a  general  line  of  fruit  packages,  consisting  of  berry 
crates  of  all  kinds,  repacking  baskets,  grape  and  peach  baskets  and  apple 
boxes.  About  a  million  feet  of  birch  is  used  each  year.  Originally,  this  was 
obtained  near  Cumberland,  but  is  now  shipped  in  from  outside.  The  busi¬ 
ness  was  started  in  1910  by  H.  G.  Monstad,  Julius  Ewald  and  Lewis  Larson, 
of  whom  Mr.  Larson  is  still  actively  identified  with  the  concern.  A  com¬ 
plete  history  of  the  concern  accompanies  his  biographical  sketch  which  ap¬ 
pears  in  this  volume. 

At  Barronett,  formerly  called  Foster,  the  plant  of  the  Barronett  Lumber 
Co.  was  established  in  1881.  The  company  was  formed  that  year  at  St.  Paul, 
with  a  capital  of  $160,000.  The  officers  were :  President,  Artemus  Lamb ;  vice- 
president  and  general  manager,  W.  R.  Bourne;  secretary  and  treasurer,  David 
Joyce.  The  sawmill  had  two  band  saws,  and  there  were  also  lath  and  shingle 
mills.  The  annual  product  in  the  busy  years  was  about  10,000,000  feet. 

At  Turtle  Lake,  Stephen  F.  Richardson  built  a  mill  in  1879,  which  passed 
through  several  hands  and  in  1890  was  purchased  by  the  Parr  Manufactur¬ 
ing  Co.  and  removed  to  Barron.  In  1890,  J.  W.  Stone  erected  a  saw  and  shingle 
mill  at  Turtle  Lake,  which  was  also  sold  to  the  Parr  Manufacturing  Co.  and 
removed  to  Barron  in  1891. 

Near  Chetek,  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  erected  a  steam  sawmill  and  planing 
mill  in  1876,  which  they  operated  until  1888,  when  the  lumber  was  exhausted. 
Willis  Glaze  erected  a  steam  sawmill  at  Chetek  in  1888,  which  a  year  or  so 
later  was  removed  to  a  location  near  the  railroad.  P.  Benson  and  the  Forest 
Lumber  Co.  had  mills  there  in  the  eighties.  Geo.  Slawson  now  has  a  sawmill 
and  a  planing  mill  at  Chetek. 

At  Sprague,  south  of  Cumberland,  Sprague  Brothers  erected  a  sawmill 
in  1880. 

At  Perley,  north  of  Turtle  Lake,  Andrews  &  Perley  erected  a  mill  in  1880. 

At  Poskin  the  Poskin  Lake  Lumber  Co.  erected  a  steam  sawmill  in  1887. 

D.  J.  Cartright  &  Son  built  a  mill  in  1882. 

At  Granite  Lake,  P.  Bensen  built  a  mill  about  1880. 

Other  mills  were  also  built  here  and  there,  mostly  in  the  eighties. 

At  Haugen,  the  Haugen  Box  &  Crating  Co.  has  been  operating  some  three 
years. 

There  are  still  a  few  small  sawmills  in  the  county,  mostly  of  the  portable 
variety,  and  also  a  few  small  planing  mills.  With  this  exception,  the  mills  of 
the  county,  except  at  Rice  Lake,  are  about  all  gone.  At  Cumberland,  the  Cum¬ 
berland  Fruit  Package  Co.  is  an  important  industry,  and  several  other  wood¬ 
working  establishments  are  flourishing  at  different  places,  but  woodworking 
no  longer  dominates  the  industrial  situation. 

Wood  is  cut  each  year  in  Barron  county  for  fuel.  Once  in  a  while  a  load 
of  logs  is  marketed.  A  little  hardwood  is  still  harvested.  But  the  lumbering 
days  are  gone,  and  the  county  is  now  turning  its  attention  to  agriculture,  and 
producing  wealth,  where  during  the  logging  and  lumbering  days,  the  county’s 
life  blood  was  continually  drained  out. 

The  reign  of  the  lumber  company  is  over,  the  power  of  the  logging  bosses 
is  gone,  the  independent  and  prosperous  farmers  have  taken  their  place.  Year 
by  year  the  blackened  stumps  are  being  cleared,  and  further  and  further  the 
lumber  camp  days  are  receding  into  the  memories  of  the  past. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

TRANSPORTATION  AND  COMMUNICATION. 

The  first  routes  of  travel  in  Barron  county  were  its  lakes  and  rivers,  over 
which  glided  the  canoes  of  the  Aborigines.  Situated  as  it  is  in  the  region 
south  of  Lake  Superior,  and  giving  access  from  that  body  of  water  to  the  St. 
Croix  and  Mississippi  region,  the  county  was  early  traversed  with  Indian 
trails,  used  by  the  Indians  and  traders  alike. 

With  the  coming  of  civilization,  government,  territorial  and  state  high¬ 
ways  were  ordered  laid  out  in  this  region,  but  they  consisted  mainly  of  tenta¬ 
tive  routes,  rather  than  of  improvements.  Then  came  the  “tote”  roads  of  the 
lumber  companies,  leading  to  the  various  lumber  camps. 

The  principal  state  road  in  this  county  in  the  sixties,  entered  the  county 
in  section  33,  township  32,  range  13  (Prairie  Farm),  and  followed  a  northerly 
direction  to  “Station  19”,  in  section  18,  township  35,  range  12  (Stanfold), 
through  the  present  towns  of  Prairie  Farm,  Arland  and  Clinton,  and  possibly 
corners  of  Barron  and  Cumberland,  thence  into  Stanfold. 

The  first  official  road  action  taken  within  the  county  was  on  April  5,  1864, 
when  the  town  of  Dallas,  then  embracing  the  whole  county,  laid  a  highway 
tax  of  six  mills  on  the  dollar.  Jan.  28,  1865,  the  town  voted  Knapp,  Stout  & 
Co.  $364  for  work  done  on  highways. 

April  2,  1867,  John  C.  Johnson  was  elected  path  master  of  the  town.  April 
7,  1868,  the  town  was  divided  into  three  road  districts.  W.  N.  Chapman  was 
appointed  path  master  for  the  first  district,  embracing  the  townships  in  ranges 
10  and  11;  John  Garrett  for  the  second  district,  embracing  the  townships  in 
range  12;  and  Levi  Miller  for  the  third  district,  embracing  the  townships  in 
ranges  13  and  14. 

The  first  road  petitions  presented  to  the  town  board  were  on  April  21, 
1869,  and  were  signed  by  Rassman  Kellogg,  August  Roemhild,  John  Conrad 
Rassbach,  John  Casper  Rassbach,  Gottlieb  Spielman,  Abram  Kellogg  and  Van- 
derman  Kellogg.  One  asked  for  a  road  commencing  on  the  county  line  at  the 
southeast  corner  of  section  35,  township  32,  range  13  (Prairie  Farm),  running 
north  to  the  northeast  corner  of  the  section,  thence  west  to  intersect  with  the 
designed  Pine  Creek-Prairie  Farm  road.  Another  asked  for  a  Pine  Creek- 
Prairie  Farm  road.  This  road  was  to  extend  westward  through  sections  28, 
29  and  30,  township  32,  range  12  (west  Dallas),  thence  southwest  through  sec¬ 
tions  25,  26,  and  27,  township  32,  range  13  (Prairie  Farm),  and  thence  west 
along  the  line  between  sections  28  and  33,  to  the  state  road,  in  the  Hay  River 
valley.  These  petitions  indicated  that  at  that  time  there  was  already  an  old 
road  leading  in  that  vicinity  from  the  Pine  creek  to  the  Hay  river,  and  one 
leading  from  the  Washburn  Farms  in  Dunn  county,  past  Francis  Finley’s 
place  in  Dallas  township,  to  the  county  seat  near  Barron.  Still  another  road 
was  asked  by  the  same  petitioners  along  the  county  line,  connecting  the 
Menomonie-Hay  river  state  road  with  the  Washburn  Farms-Barron  road. 

April  28,  1869,  the  town  was  asked  to  lay  out  a  road  leaving  the  state 
road  in  section  9,  township  32,  range  13  (Prairie  Farm),  and  extending  in  a 
northeast  direction  to  a  point  in  section  30,  township  32,  range  12  (west  Maple 
Grove),  west  of  the  present  village  of  Hillsdale.  It  was  to  pass  just  south 
of  the  famous  S.  K.  Young  cabin  in  section  10,  Prairie  Farm.  The  signers  were 
Samuel  K.  Young,  Frank,  Levi,  William,  Andrew  and  Alex  Miller,  Isaac  Sprague 
and  three  others  whose  names  cannot  now  be  read. 

May  24,  1869,  the  board  voted  a  public  road  along  a  route  already  traveled, 
extending  from  near  the  present  Hillsdale  to  Prairie  Farm  village,  and  thence 
south  along  the  state  road  route  to  the  county  line  at  John  Myers.  From 
Prairie  Farm  northeast  the  road  led  past  the  Young  place  to  a  point  about  a 
mile  and  a  half  west  from  Hillsdale.  It  was  thence  extended  toward  Barron, 
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entering  that  place  from  the  southwest,  past  the  present  brick  yard,  and  along 
the  south  side  of  Quaderer  creek  to  the  Quaderer  camp,  a  well  traveled  route. 

Aug.  6,  1873,  the  county  board  took  over  one  state  highway  and  two  town 
roads.  The  state  highway  was  the  one  already  mentioned,  extending  from  the 
county  line  northward  to  Prairie  Farm,  and  thence  northward  up  the  Hay 
River  valley  and  thence  northeast  to  section  18,  Stanfold  township.  One  of 
the  town  roads  (the  Washburn  Farm-Finley-Barron  route)  entered  the  county 
in  section  32,  township  32,  range  12  (west  Dallas),  and  led  by  way  of  the 
Francis  Finley  place  on  that  section  northward  past  the  present  site  of  Hills¬ 
dale,  and  entered  Barron  from  the  east  past  the  present  F.  J.  Krahenbuhl 
farm.  The  other  road  entered  the  county  in  section  31,  township  32,  range 
10  (Dovre),  and  led  by  way  of  Chetek  to  Rice  Lake,  passing  east  of  the  cran¬ 
berry  marsh  at  Cameron. 

These,  with  the  road  from  Prairie  Farm  to  Barron  and  three  routes  from 
Barron,  two  of  which  led  to  Rice  Lake,  and  one  of  which  skirted  the  Cameron 
cranberry  marsh  toward  Chetek,  constituted  the  principal  routes  of  travel 
for  some  years.  Another  much  traveled  route  from  the  south  entered  the 
county  near  Cartwright,  skirted  to  the  eastward  of  the  Chetek  system  of  lakes, 
and  passed  near  old  Sumner  to  Rice  Lake.  From  Rice  Lake,  a  route  was  early 
established  to  the  French  settlement  to  the  northward.  Routes  also  led  here 
and  there  and  everywhere  in  the  wilderness,  and  the  outposts  of  civilization 
were  pushed  further  and  further. 

As  the  years  passed,  the  road  system  grew.  Gradually  the  tote  roads  and 
the  private  cart  paths  gave  way  to  established  highways.  But  progress  was 
slow,  and  even  at  the  dawn  of  the  present  century,  some  of  the  roads  that  are 
now  important  routes  between  the  larger  settlements  were  but  little  more  than 
trails  along  the  old  tote  roads  through  the  woods  and  slashings,  and  many  of 
the  farms  were  far  away  from  traveled  highways,  connected  by  such  trails 
as  the  farmers  themselves  made  across  their  fields  and  lots,  through  the  woods 
and  stumps. 

With  the  increase  of  population  and  wealth,  as  the  dairy  farm  more  and 
more  took  the  place  of  the  lumber  camp  the  need  for  better  highways  became 
imperative,  and  increasing  attention  was  given  to  roads  and  bridges. 

The  first  ten  years  of  this  century  witnessed  considerable  town  road  im¬ 
provement.  Each  town  was  divided  into  road  districts,  usually  about  six, 
and  the  roads  of  each  district  were  in  charge  of  the  path  master.  Many  of  the 
property  owners  worked  out  their  road  taxes  by  laboring  on  the  highways 
under  the  supervision  of  these  path  masters. 

In  these  ten  years  many  of  the  main  roads  were  worked  into  condition 
which  during  favorable  weather  may  be  described  as  fair  for  those  days  when 
the  principal  traffic  was  by  horse  and  vehicles.  But  during  the  wet  seasons  the 
roads  were  miry  and  almost  impassable,  and  in  the  winter  time  were  often 
blocked  for  the  whole  season. 

Gradually,  however,  the  automobile  was  coming  into  use,  and  the  need 
for  highway  building  and  maintenance  along  scientific  lines  was  imperative. 

In  1911,  the  State  having  rapidly  increased  in  wealth  and  population,  a 
State  Aid  Highway  Law  was  passed.  This  provided  for  an  annual  appropria¬ 
tion  of  $350,000  of  the  state  funds  for  the  benefit  of  the  highways  of  the  com¬ 
monwealth. 

Under  this  act,  the  county  boards  were  to  lay  out  a  comprehensive  and  in¬ 
telligent  method  of  highway  improvement  by  establishing  a  system  of  highway 
routes  covering  the  principal  lines  of  highway  traffic  in  their  respective 
counties. 

Action  looking  toward  improvements  along  these  routes  was  to  be  initiated 
by  the  towns.  Any  township  desiring  to  improve  any  portion  of  the  county 
highway  system  lying  within  its  boundaries,  could  initiate  action  by  making 
an  appropriation  of  not  less  than  $400.  A  similar  sum  was  then  to  be  appro¬ 
priated  by  the  county,  and  an  equal  amount  by  the  state.  Thus  for  every 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  OF  BARRON  COUNTY 


67 


dollar  appropriated,  a  township  received  another  dollar  from  the  county,  and 
another  from  the  state,  up  to  the  amount  of  the  county’s  allotment  of  state 
money  based  upon  the  county’s  ratio  of  tax  valuation,  as  compared  to  the 
tax  valuation  of  the  entire  state. 

At  first  not  all  of  the  townships  in  the  state  were  enthusiastic  about  the 
twenty-foot  wide  roads  provided  for  in  this  act,  and  consequently  there  was 
enough  state  money  to  meet  the  full  appropriation  of  all  the  towns  which  took 
action.  Later,  as  the  work  became  more  popular,  the  state  appropriation  was 
not  sufficient  to  meet  the  town  and  county  appropriations  in  full,  but  was  dis¬ 
tributed  on  a  ratio  system. 

The  county  board  of  Barron  county  laid  out  its  county  system  of  trunk 
highways  on  Nov.  18,  1911.  This  system,  published  in  the  supervisor’s  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  that  year,  was  most  admirably  suited  to  the  traffic  needs  of  the 
county,  and  has  been  still  further  improved  by  changes  made  from  time  to  time 
since. 

At  this  1911  session,  only  three  towns,  Chetek,  Sumner  and  Crystal  Lake, 
made  application  for  county  and  state  aid.  At  the  1912  session  every  town  in 
the  county  applied  for  aid  under  this  law. 

The  Codnty  Board  did  not  elect  a  highway  commissioner  at  their  1911 
session  to  take  charge  of  the  work  during  the  season  of  1912  so  the  Wisconsin 
Highway  Commission  appointed  Robert  Reese,  who  acted  as  highway  commis¬ 
sioner  for  that  year.  At  the  1912  session  the  board  elected  Simen  S.  Berg, 
who  served  until  September  1,  1917,  when  he  resigned  on  account  of  ill  health. 
Edward  Gleason  was  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  Mr.  Berg’s  resig¬ 
nation,  and  has  held  the  office  continuously  until  the  present  time. 

Under  the  1911  act,  considerable  road  improvement  was  done  in  Barron 
county,  before  1917.  But  while  it  was  all  done  along  the  designated  routes  of 
the  county  system,  it  was  done  in  patchwork  fashion,  here  and  there.  Human 
nature  being  what  it  is,  it  is  natural  that  most  of  the  improving  was  done  in 
places  where  it  would  do  the  most  good  to  the  men  most  influential  in  town 
affairs. 

But  however  haphazard  the  fashion  in  which  these  patches  of  improved 
roads  were  located,  they  were  an  education  to  better  road  building.  No  one 
could  pass  over  such  an  improved  stretch  without  wishing  for  further  continua¬ 
tion  of  such  a  stretch,  especially  where  it  would  be  of  more  distinctive  advan¬ 
tage  to  himself.  Therefore,  the  impetus  toward  better  road  building  continued. 

It  has  been  said  often  that  Barron  county  received  more  value  for  high¬ 
way  money  expended  than  any  county  in  the  state.  This  result  has  been  due 
not  only  to  the  intelligent  and  painstaking  work  of  the  county  highways  com¬ 
missioner,  especially  the  present  one,  but  also  to  the  hearty  co-operation,  loyal 
support  and  enthusiasm  of  the  Road  and  Bridge  Committee. 

The  1915  Legislature  passed  a  law  creating  what  is  known  as  the  County, 
State,  Road  and  Bridge  Committee.  This  committee  is  elected  by  the  county 
board  and  may  consist  of  three  or  five  members,  who  may  be  chosen  from 
members  of  the  county  board  or  otherwise.  This  county  has  never  gone  out¬ 
side  of  the  board  for  members  of  this  committee.  From  1915  to  1917  the  com¬ 
mittee  had  three  members.  From  1918  to  1921,  inclusive,  there  were  five  mem¬ 
bers,  and  the  1921  county  board  cut  the  membership  to  three. 

The  first  committee  appointed  in  1915  consisted  of  Robert  Reese,  Edward 
Gleason  and  F.  W.  Swant.  Edward  Gleason  resigned  on  Sept.  1,  1917,  to  be¬ 
come  county  highway  commissioner.  The  committee  appointed  in  1917  con¬ 
sisted  of  F.  W.  Swant,  Ole  E.  Lien,  C.  D.  Cochran,  C.  D.  Nelson  and  George  L. 
Anderson.  The  last  named  went  out  of  town  office,  and  consequently  retired 
from  the  board  in  the  spring  of  1918.  The  committee  appointed  in  the  fall  of 
1918  consisted  of  F.  W.  Swant,  Ole  O.  Lien,  C.  D.  Nelson,  James  Hanson  and 
1.  H.  Baland.  The  committee  appointed  in  1921  consists  of  F.  W.  Swant, 
C.  D.  Cochran  and  W.  F.  Barber. 
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As  originally  passed,  the  1911  law  made  no  provision  for  road  improve¬ 
ments  in  cities  and  villages.  In  1913  an  amendment  was  passed  by  which  the 
highways  in  cities  and  villages  of  less  than  5,000  were  placed  on  the  same 
status  as  the  rural  highways,  and  the  gaps  which  had  been  left  in  the  county 
trunk  system  through  such  cities  and  villages  were  filled  up. 

At  the  same  1913  session,  the  Legislature  raised  the  annual  state  aid 
appropriation  from  $350,000  to  $1,200,000.  This  was  in  force  for  two  years 
until  the  1915  Legislature  reduced  the  amount  to  $785,000  annually.  This  fea¬ 
ture  of  the  law  is  still  in  force. 

The  duties  of  this  committee  are  numerous;  in  reality  they  are  a  board  of 
directors  to  assist  the  highway  commissioner  in  planning  and  directing  all 
road  and  bridge  work  in  which  the  county  is  financially  interested. 

In  1917  the  State  Trunk  Highway  Law  was  passed  in  accordance  with  a 
Federal  Aid  Highway  Law  previously  passed  by  Congress.  Under  this  act, 
the  Government,  the  State  and  the  Counties,  each  appropriate  an  equal  amount 
of  money  for  the  building  of  certain  designated  routes. 

These  state  trunk  line  routes  must  connect  every  county  seat  and  every 
city  of  more  than  5,000  people.  These  routes,  as  originally  designated,  em¬ 
braced  5,000  miles.  In  1919  the  mileage  was  increased  to  7,500. 

Under  the  Federal  Aid  Highway  Act  of  July  11,  1916,  Wisconsin  has  re¬ 
ceived  for  the  years  1917-21,  inclusive,  $1,913,205.36.  Under  the  Act  of  Feb. 
28,  1919,  Wisconsin  has  received  in  1919-21,  inclusive,  $5,091,075.31,  making  a 
total  of  $7,004,280.67  received  from  the  Government  by  the  state. 

Barron  County  received  $111,587.37  of  these  federal  aid  funds,  to  which 
was  added  an  equal  amount  from  the  state  and  the  county,  making  a  total  of 
$334,762.11  which  was  made  available  for  federal  aid  construction. 

A  move  has  been  started  in  Barron  county  by  which  the  county  board 
seeks  the  co-operation  of  the  county  boards  of  the  state  in  bringing  influence 
to  bear  upon  the  state  officials  and  law-makers  to  the  end  that  all  the  expense 
of  the  building  of  the  State  Trunk  Highways  be  borne  from  the  federal  and 
state  funds,  and  the  counties  be  left  free  to  devote  its  moneys  to  other  lines 
of  highway  improvement  and  maintenance.  This  is  the  plan  followed  in  other 
states,  but  in  Wisconsin,  the  law-makers,  enthusiastic  at  having  the  state  money 
doubled  by  the  Government,  decided  also  to  have  it  doubled  by  the  counties. 

In  addition  to  the  money  appropriated  in  equal  thirds  by  the  Government, 
state  and  county,  for  the  construction  of  state  trunk  highways,  the  annual  state 
appropriation,  inaugurated  by  the  state  aid  law  of  1911,  is  still  made,  as 
already  noted. 

The  first  fifty  per  cent  of  this  state  aid  money,  must,  like  the  state 
and  federal  trunk  line  money,  be  spent  on  the  state  t^unk  lines.  In  using  this 
first  fifty,  as  it  is  called,  the  state  pays  forty  per  cent  of  the  total  cost,  and 
sixty  per  cent  must  be  raised  in  the  county,  of  which  the  county  itself  must  pay 
36  per  cent.  Twenty-four  per  cent  may  be  assessed  against  the  unit  benefited. 
In  other  words,  the  state  pays  40  per  cent,  and  the  county  36  per  cent,  and  the 
unit  benefited  may  be  assessed  24  per  cent. 

The  remaining  or  “second”  fifty  per  cent  was  used  in  road  improvements 
in  municipalities  not  benefited  by  the  state  trunk  highways,  these  in  Barron 
county  being  Dallas,  Prairie  Farm,  Haugen  village,  and  eight  townships.  In 
1917-1919  this  “second  fifty  per  cent”  in  Barron  county  was  equally  divided 
between  these  eleven  municipalities.  But  the  sum  for  each  was  so  small  that 
in  1919  when  the  law  was  changed,  a  provision  was  made  by  which  the  county 
board  has  authority  to  put  as  much  of  the  amount  as  seems  desirable  in  any 
one  of  the  municipalities  not  benefited  by  the  State  trunk  highways,  prefer¬ 
ably  in  sums  not  less  than  $3,000,  and  thus  each  of  the  eleven  will  take  its 
turn.  In  using  this  “second  fifty”  of  the  state’s  money,  municipality,  county 
and  state  appropriate  an  equal  amount.  Under  an  amendment  of  1921,  how¬ 
ever,  the  county  and  municipality  may,  if  desired,  appropriate  respectively, 
more  than  the  amount  which  the  state  duplicates. 
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Any  town  desiring  to  still  further  improve  any  portion  of  the  prospective 
state  highway  system  within  its  borders  in  addition  to  the  work  being  done 
under  the  state  aid  plan,  may  appropriate  a  sum  of  not  less  than  $500  and  up 
to  the  limit  of  the  amount  which  can  be  raised  by  a  tax  of  one  mill  on  all  taxable 
property.  The  county  then  duplicates  the  sum  appropriated  by  the  town,  and 
the  work  is  then  done  under  county  supervision.  There  is  one  exception  to  the 
rule  requiring  a  minimum  of  $500  as  there  was  to  the  previous  rule  requiring 
a  minimum  of  $400.  Where  a  little  gap  is  to  be  filled,  and  the  town’s  share  of 
the  required  cost  is  less  than  the  minimum,  the  rule  regarding  the  minimum 
is  waived. 

Roads  not  on  the  state  or  county  trunks  are  still  improved  and  maintained 
under  an  exclusive  town  system.  Each  town  has  a  road  superintendent,  and 
some  most  excellent  work  is  being  done,  so  that  the  town  roads  of  the  county  are 
for  the  most  part  well  graded  and  well  maintained.  Oak  Grove,  especially, 
has  done  good  work,  having  probably  done  more  town  road  improving  than 
any  other  town  in  the  county.  It  owns  its  own  tractor.  Stanfold  also  owns 
a  tractor  and  has  done  some  good  work.  That  town  is  fortunate  in  that  its 
two  principal  highways  are  county  trunk  highways,  thus  leaving  the  town  with 
a  large  opportunity  to  develop  its  town  roads.  Cumberland,  too,  has  been  a 
leader  in  town  road  work,  and  has  done  considerable  graveling.  There  are  also 
other  towns  which  own  considerable  equipment,  and  are  doing  high  class 
work. 

Edward  Gleason,  as  noted,  took  office  as  county  highway  commissioner 
Sept.  1,  1917.  Previous  to  this  a  request  for  $3,000  from  the  county  board  by 
a  highway  commissioner  for  maintenance  and  machinery  had  been  considered 
a  bold  one.  Mr.  Gleason  is  a  man  of  vision,  he  saw  the  real  needs  of  the  grow¬ 
ing  county.  He  therefore  asked  for  $30,000  for  maintenance  and  machinery, 
and  was  granted  $15,000.  In  1918  he  was  granted  $10,000  for  machinery  and 
maintenance.  In  1919,  in  addition  to  the  money  appropriated  for  construction, 
he  asked  for  $50,000  for  gravel  and  $50,000  for  maintenance  and  machinery. 
The  time  was  propitious.  The  roads  for  a  few  weeks  previous  to  the  board 
meeting  had  been  covered  with  deep  mire.  The  members  of  the  board  experi¬ 
enced  difficulty  in  getting  to  the  meeting.  At  the  annual  banquet  given  to  the 
board  by  the  business  men  of  Barron,  one  of  the  evenings  during  the  session, 
he  outlined  his  ideas.  Consequently,  when  he  asked  for  the  $100,000  its  need 
was  apparent  to  every  member,  and  he  was  granted  all  he  asked.  In  1920  he 
asked  for  and  received  $40,000  for  gravel  and  $50,000  for  maintenance  and 
machinery.  In  1921  he  asked  for  and  received  $25,000  for  gravel  and  $60,000 
for  maintenance  and  machinery. 

The  portions  of  the  trunk  line  highways  in  the  county,  as  designated 
under  the  1917  act,  are  as  follows : 

No.  11 — Entering  the  county  at  New  Auburn,  passing  north  through 
Chetek,  Cameron  and  Rice  Lake,  and  northward  through  Oak  Grove  township 
to  the  county  line. 

No.  14 — Entering  the  county  near  Lehigh,  and  extending  westward  through 
Cameron  (where  it  crosses  No.  11),  Barron,  Poskin,  Almena  and  Turtle  Lake 
to  the  county  line. 

No.  51 — -Starting  at  Almena  (on  No.  14),  and  extending  northward  through 
Cumberland,  leaving  the  county  at  Barronett. 

When  the  law  was  amended  in  1919  to  increase  the  trunk  mileage  in  the 
state  from  5,000  to  7,500  miles,  another  route  was  located  in  the  county  as 
follows : 

No.  25 — Starting  at  Barron  (on  No.  14),  and  extending  southward  through 
Hillsdale,  and  leaving  the  county  at  Ridgeland. 

No.  14  is  graveled  from  Barron  to  the  west  county  line,  and  from  Canton 
to  the  east  county  line.  Plans  are  made  this  season  for  the  graveling  of  the 
strip  between  Barron  and  Cameron.  This  leaves  a  six-mile  strip  between 
Cameron  and  Canton,  which  will  probably  be  graveled  this  season,  also.  South 
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of  Canton,  where  the  road  turns  westward,  some  heavy  grading  has  been  done, 
for  about  a  mile,  and  a  big  bridge  put  in. 

No.  11  will  be  all  graveled  before  the  end  of  the  present  season.  Con¬ 
struction  work  has  been  done  from  New  Auburn  to  Chetek  and  the  graveling 
will  be  done  at  once.  Construction  work  is  being  pushed  from  Chetek  to 
Cameron,  and  will  be  graveled  this  summer.  From  Cameron  to  Rice  Lake  the 
road  is  being  graveled,  and  north  of  Rice  Lake  will  soon  be  graveled  to  connect 
with  the  seven-mile  strip  already  graveled  north  of  the  county  line. 

No.  51  has  been  constructed  and  graveled  from  Cumberland  to  Barronett. 
On  the  strip  from  Cumberland  to  Almena,  the  south  five  miles  has  been  lightly 
graveled.  All  the  route  in  this  county  will  be  completed  and  graveled  this 
season. 

No.  25  has  been  constructed  and  graveled  from  Barron  to  Hillsdale,  and 
graded  from  Hillsdale  to  Ridgeland. 

Considerable  graveling  has  also  been  done  on  the  county  trunks.  No.  N 
from  Rice  Lake  to  Cumberland  is  all  graveled.  From  Barron  the  road  is  grav¬ 
eled  north  to  meet  the  Rice  Lake-Cumberland  road.  From  a  point  half  a  mile 
north  and  a  mile  east  of  where  the  Barron  road  joins  the  Rice  Lake-Cumber- 
land  road,  five  miles  has  been  graveled  northward,  four  miles  in  Stanfold  and 
one  mile  in  Bear  Lake. 

No.  C  has  been  graveled  six  miles  north  and  south  in  Cedar  Lake,  exactly 
dividing  that  township,  and  extending  another  mile  into  Doyle  township,  mak¬ 
ing  seven  miles  in  all. 

From  Almena  south  on  the  line  between  Almena  and  Clinton  townships, 
the  road  has  been  graveled  nearly  three  miles. 

From  Cumberland  to  Comstock  the  road  is  partly  graveled,  and  there  are 
stretches  of  gravel  between  Prairie  Farm  and  Poskin  and  between  Prairie 
Farm  and  Clear  Lake. 

The  county  has  1,616  miles  of  highway.  It  has  107  miles  of  state  trunks, 
all  patrolled.  Of  county  trunks,  163  are  patrolled. 

The  patrol  system  of  trunk  highways  was  inaugurated  in  1918  and  has 
been  in  operation  for  four  seasons.  In  the  fall  of  1919,  thirteen  miles  on  No. 
25  were  added  to  the  patrol  territory  of  the  state  trunk  system,  and  100  miles 
to  the  patrol  territory  of  the  county  system.  In  the  fall  of  1920,  45  miles  more 
were  added  to  the  patrol  territory  of  the  county  system,  and  in  the  fall  of  1921, 
twenty  miles  more.  In  1921  there  were  13  patrolmen  on  the  state  trunks  and 
17  patrolmen  on  the  county  trunks. 

The  county  trunks  are  maintained,  in  part,  by  a  sum  received  from  the 
state,  amounting  to  25  per  cent  of  the  money  received  by  the  state  for  automo¬ 
bile  licenses  in  the  county.  In  1921  this  sum  in  Barron  county  amounted  to 
$12,814.16.  This  amount  is  supplemented  by  the  annual  appropriation  for  main¬ 
tenance  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  county  highway  commissioner  by  the 
county  board. 

The  state  trunks  are  maintained  from  state  funds,  apportioned  to  the 
counties  in  a  ratio  provided  by  law.  Under  this  plan  the  minimum  paid  each 
county  per  mile  of  state  trunks  is  $135  and  the  maximum  $275.  Barron  county 
is  so  happily  situated  in  regard  to  population,  mileage  and  wealth,  that  it  re¬ 
ceived  the  maximum  of  $275  a  mile  which,  in  1920,  amounted  to  $28,930.  The 
state  maintenance  funds  are  derived  from  automobile  licenses. 

The  county  has  just  (winter  of  1921-22)  completed  at  Barron,  a  county 
machine  repair  shop,  blacksmith  shop  and  sheds.  The  plant  is  well  equipped 
for  looking  after  the  county  road  equipment.  The  county  owns  seven  gravel 
trucks,  three  large  grading  tractors,  two  tractor  patrols,  two  big  screening 
plants,  camp  equipment,  graders  and  tools,  and  other  machinery,  all  of  which 
will  be  housed  here. 

A  feature  of  the  highway  improvement  work  is  the  Road  School  which 
is  held  every  April.  The  first  was  held  in  1920.  All  persons  in  charge  of  any 
road  work  in  the  county,  officials,  and  interested  citizens,  attend  the  meet- 
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inga,  valuable  talks  and  instruction  are  given,  and  a  real  impetus  is  given  to 
better  road  work. 

The  first  postoffice  in  Barron  county  was  established  at  Prairie  Farm  in 
1866.  The  number  increased  in  the  next  few  years  to  accommodate  the  lum¬ 
ber  camps  and  settlements.  In  the  early  seventies  there  were  offices  at  Prairie 
Farm,  Rice  Lake,  Barron,  Chetek,  Sioska  (old  Sumner)  and  Stanfold  (the 
French  settlement  north  of  Rice  Lake). 

On  Feb.  10,  1876,  the  county  board  asked  the  Legislature  to  memorialize 
Congress,  asking  that  mail  routes  be  established  in  the  county  as  follows: 
1 — From  Vancville  in  Chippewa  county,  via  Sioska  (old  Sumner)  to  Stanfold, 
returning  via  Rice  Lake  and  Chetek,  semi-weekly.  2 — From  terminus  of  North 
Wisconsin  railroad,  via  Barron  to  Rice  Lake,  daily.  3 — From  Rice  Lake  to 
Stanfold,  semi-weekly.  Prairie  Farm,  on  a  route  out  of  Menomonie,  across 
Dunn  county,  was  already  provided  for  and  is  not  mentioned  in  the  memorial. 

The  postal  service  was  gradually  increased  until  1903  when,  in  addition 
to  the  present  offices  in  the  county,  located  at  Rice  Lake,  Barron,  Cumberland, 
Chetek,  Barronett,  Haugen,  Brill,  Campia,  Comstock,  Canton,  Cameron,  Poskin, 
Almena,  Turtle  Lake,  Hillsdale,  Prairie  Farm,  Dallas,  Mikana  and  Lehigh,  there 
were  offices  at  Tuscobia  (section  19,  Oak  Grove  township),  Eng  (section  19, 
east,  Dovre),  Chapman  (section  25,  Lakeland),  Horsman,  Mireau  (section  3, 
Rice  Lake),  Perley  (section  8,  Almena),  Arland  (sections  18  and  19,  Arland), 
Reeve,  Howe  (section  17,  west,  Dallas),  Sioski  (Old  Sumner,  section  31,  Sum¬ 
ner).  Cartwright,  the  present  new  Auburn  postoffice,  was  then  this  side  of  the 
county  line  in  Barron  county.  Clayton  and  Ridgeland,  then  as  now,  were  just 
over  the  line.  The  only  postoffice  established  in  the  county  since  1903  is  Angus. 

The  rural  routes  in  Barron  county  are  as  follows:  Chetek,  6;  Rice  Lake,  6; 
Barron,  4;  Cumberland,  4;  Dallas,  3;  Prairie  Farm,  Turtle  Lake  and  Cameron, 
each  2;  Almena  and  Barronett,  each  1.  Routes  from  Clayton  also  extend  into 
this  county.  The  city  of  Rice  Lake  has  the  only  free  city  delivery  in  the 
county. 

Railroad  transportation  in  the  county  has  already  been  mentioned.  The 
Omaha  line  in  the  western  part  of  the  county,  north  and  south,  was  put  in 
operation  in  1877-79;  the  Omaha  line  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  county,  north 
and  south,  in  1882-83;  the  branch  from  Tuscobia,  northeast,  in  1902.  The  Soo 
line  was  put  through  the  central  part  of  the  county,  east  and  west,  in  1884; 
the  Blueberrjubranch  of  the  Soo,  north  and  northeastwardly,  in  1894,  1900  and 
1901.  With  the  railroads  came  the  telegraph  service. 

Telephone  lines  now  network  the  county,  and  service  through  the  various 
companies  is  available  to  practically  every  farm  house  in  Barron  county.  Not 
until  1896  was  there  local  telephone  service  in  the  county,  and  not  until  1900 
was  there  telephone  service  with  the  outside  world. 

The  Barron  County  Telephone  Co.  was  incorporated  Feb.  6,  1896,  by  De- 
Witt  Post,  N.  M.  Rockman,  W.  H.  Brandt,  C.  J.  Borum,  T.  W.  Borum  and 
C.  C.  Coe. 

The  Cumberland  Telephone  Co.  was  incorporated  Feb.  19,  1898,  by  S.  H. 
Waterman,  F.  W.  Miller  and  F.  L.  Olcott. 

The  Prairie  Farm,  Ridgeland  &  Dallas  Co-operative  Telephone  Co.  was 
incorporated  Sept.  16,  1906,  by  C.  S.  Johnson,  J.  M.  Rassbach,  Sever  O.  Moen, 
A.  L.  Best,  Arndt  O.  Lien,  Fred  Kahl  and  C.  H.  Roemhild. 

The  Canton  Farmers  Telephone  Co.  was  incorporated  Dec.  31,  1908,  by 
Oluf  Arneson,  F.  E.  Lowell,  L.  E.  Losey,  William  Locke  and  Fred  Block. 

The  Almena  Farmers  Telephone  Co.  was  incorporated  March  20,  1909,  by 
G.  R.  Wolter,  Aug.  D.  Miller,  Amund  Moen,  S.  W.  Sparlin,  Jos.  Ross,  John 
Lueck  and  Math.  Zitzelberger. 

The  Chetek  Telephone  Co.  was  incorporated  Feb.  14,  1910,  by  E.  J.  Mor¬ 
rison,  A.  A.  Haffie  and  G.  H.  Ross. 

The  Town  Line  Telephone  Co.  (Cumberland)  was  incorporated  Jan.  24, 
1912,  by  C.  E.  Hook,  Will  Williams  and  W.  N.  Fuller. 
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The  Chetek  Rural  Telephone  Co.  was  incorporated  March  20,  1917,  by 
O.  R.  Kienitz,  I.  O.  Sherwood  and  George  S.  Thrasher. 

The  Turtle  Lake  Telephone  Co.  was  incorporated  June  19,  1918,  by  L.  H. 
Rivard,  B.  A.  Pieser,  R.  E.  Dusel  and  W.  S.  Davison.  An  earlier  company,  the 
City  Telephone  Co.,  was  incorporated  at  Turtle  Lake,  Jan.  20,  1914. 

The  Cameron  Farmers  Telephone  Co.  was  organized  in  1907  as  a  co-opera¬ 
tive  concern.  It  purchased  the  exchange  and  lines  at  Cameron  from  the  Chip¬ 
pewa  Yalley  Telephone  Co.  which,  in  turn,  had  purchased  it  from  the  Barron 
County  Telephone  Co. 

The  McKinley  Telephone  Co.,  at  Cumberland,  was  organized  in  1909  by 
E.  J.  Pfluger  and  C.  J.  Poulter. 

The  Brill-Long  Lake  Telephone  Co.  was  incorporated  April  22,  1908,  by 
Iver  O.  Hugdahl,  O.  H.  Kjorstad  and  George  N.  Keesey.  Later  the  line  was  sold 
and  the  company  dissolved. 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 


BIOGRAPHICAL  AND  GENEOLOGICAL  REVIEW. 

The  intimate  life  of  the  community  is  best  told  in  the  personal  stories 
of  its  citizens.  In  such  a  work  as  this,  the  historical  chapters  can  contain 
little  more  than  a  bare  skeleton  outline  of  the  events  which  have  gone  to 
make  up  progress  of  the  county.  The  color,  the  romance,  the  descriptions  of 
circumstances  and  personalities  must  be  supplied  by  intimate  reviews  of  the 
lives  and  acts  of  the  men  whose  lives  and  work  have  made  the  county. 

Who  these  men  were,  where  they  came  from,  what  their  experiences  had 
been  before  they  came  here,  what  induced  them  to  choose  Barron  County  as  their 
residence,  how  they  and  their  families  set  about  the  work  of  establishing 
their  homes,  how  they  labored  and  toiled  amid  hardships  and  privations,  and 
how  their  efforts  resulted  not  only  in  individual  success,  but  also  in  the 
glorious  prosperity  of  the  present  day — all  these  facts  constitute  a  story  of 
never  failing  interest,  a  story  to  give  honor  to  the  past,  satisfaction  to  the 
present,  and  inspiration  to  the  future. 

Biographical  facts,  indeed,  not  only  provide  permanent  geneological  ma¬ 
terial  of  the  families  of  which  they  treat — material  which  will  in  the  future 
be  considered  almost  priceless,  and  valuable  information  to  the  historical  in¬ 
vestigator,  but  also  furnish  an  example  for  worthy  emulation. 

In  so  young  a  county  as  Barron,  there  are  few  men  who  have  not  started 
as  poor  boys,  and  attained  their  success  by  their  own  efforts.  The  story  of 
their  equipment  for  the  struggle  by  birth,  training,  environment  and  experi¬ 
ence,  is  therefore  of  vital  significance.  So,  too,  is  the  story  of  the  men  of  the 
younger  generation,  who  with  better  preparation  and  under  more  favorable 
circumstances,  have  taken  up  the  work  which  their  fathers  have  laid  down. 

Therefore,  as  the  most  important  part  of  this  work  on  Barron  County, 
the  publishers  of  this  volume,  and  the  members  of  the  editorial  staff,  have 
gathered  biographical  data  from  some  fifteen  hundred  leading  families  of 
the  county.  The  list  is  comprehensive,  and  thoroughly  representative.  The 
research  involved  in  collecting  the  material  has  extended  over  a  period  of 
two  years,  and  during  that  time  the  opportunity  has  been  open  to  all  those 
who  have  desired  that  their  family  story  be  thus  recorded  and  preserved. 

These  biographical  and  geneological  sketches  have  been  gathered  from 
personal  interviews,  from  records,  and  from  newspapers.  They  have  all  been 
submitted  to  some  member  of  the  family  most  concerned.  While  it  is  believed 
that  a  high  degree  of  accuracy  has  been  maintained,  the  responsibility  rests 
with  the  families  themselves  and  not  with  the  publishers.  The  publishers 
must  accept  information  as  given,  it  is  manifestly  impossible  to  investigate 
the  accuracy  of  the  material  which  families  furnish  of  themselves.  In  a  few 
cases,  sketches  written  from  the  original  information  furnished,  and  sub¬ 
mitted  for  correction,  have  not  been  returned  to  the  publishers.  In  such  cases 
the  sketches  have  been  printed  as  originally  prepared,  and  if  there  are  errors 
therein,  the  persons  who  have  neglected  to  take  the  opportunity  of  correct¬ 
ing  them  are  solely  at  fault. 

The  difficulties  of  gathering  such  a  vast  amount  of  material  are  many. 
Even  brothers  and  sisters  often  give  widely  varying  accounts,  not  only  of  the 
facts  and  dates  concerning  their  parents,  but  even  of  the  rendering  of  their 
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parents’  names.  The  human  memory  is  uncertain,  and  desired  facts  are  often 
vague  and  elusive. 

While  the  information  as  to  events  and  geneology  has  been  gathered 
from  the  people  themselves,  all  personal  estimates  of  life,  character,  accom¬ 
plishments,  influence  and  ability  have  been  added  by  the  board  of  editors, 
constrained  throughout  by  a  desire  to  avoid  extravagant  laudations,  though 
in  many  instances  the  warmest  laudations  would  be  most  thoroughly  deserved. 

Charles  Simeon  Taylor,  state  senator  and  representative,  chairman  of  the 
county  board,  district  attorney,  and  for  several  years  owner  of  the  Barron 
County  “Shield,”  founder  of  the  Barron  Woolen  Mills,  founder  of  the  Barron 
Creamery  Co.,  and  one  of  the  Republican  delegates  who  nominated  William 
McKinley  for  president  of  the  United  States,  was  one  of  the  real  founders  of 
the  county,  and  his  influence  will  remain  in  its  official,  commercial,  financial 
and  social  affairs.  He  was  probably  the  best  known  man  of  his  time  in  this 
part  of  the  state.  A  University  man,  of  good  birth  and  unusually  well  trained 
mind,  of  high  ideals  and  unswerving  integrity,  and  possessed  of  a  splendid  ap¬ 
preciation  of  all  the  finer  things  of  life,  he  was  just  the  man  that  the  county 
needed  as  a  leader  in  the  days  when  the  majority  of  the  people,  with  limited 
opportunities  and  under  crude  circumstances,  were  struggling,  by  hard  work, 
to  wrest  a  living  from  the  woods  and  from  the  ground.  He  was  born  in  Lake 
Geneva,  Walworth  county,  this  state,  Oct.  13,  1851,  the  son  of  Henry  H.  and 
Martha  E.  (Emerick)  Taylor,  natives  of  New  York  state,  and  descended  from 
old  American  stock.  He  was  reared  in  a  home  of  refinement  and  culture,  and 
received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  public  schools.  Then  he  entered  the 
State  Normal  School  at  Whitewater,  in  his  native  county,  and  was  graduated 
in  the  class  of  1876  from  the  Law  Department  of  the  State  University  at  Madi¬ 
son.  The  reputation  and  standing  of  the  young  man  had  attracted  attention  at 
the  state  capitol,  and  after  his  graduation.  Governor  Harrison  Luddington 
appointed  him  to  fill  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  district  attorney  at  Barron.  He 
finished  his  appointive  term,  and  was  three  times  elected  to  the  office,  fulfill¬ 
ing  its  duties  with  dignity  and  to  the  benefit  of  the  law  and  order  of  the  com¬ 
munity.  In  1885  and  1887,  he  sat  in  the  lower  house  of  the  State  Assembly, 
and  in  1889  and  1891,  in  the  upper  house.  It  was  largely  through  his  efforts 
that  the  law  was  passed  incorporating  the  city  of  Barron  with  four  wards 
in  1887.  At  one  time  he  was  chairman  of  the  county  board,  and  at  vari¬ 
ous  intervals  he  served  in  several  city  offices,  such  as  alderman  and  super¬ 
visor  from  the  Fourth  Ward.  From  its  organization  until  his  death,  he  was  a 
member  of  the  water  and  light  commission.  He  was  a  delegate  to  numerous 
local,  district  and  state  conventions,  and  in  1896  represented  the  Eleventh 
Congressional  District  in  the  Republican  National  Convention  at  St.  Louis. 
In  the  meantime,  he  was  engaged  extensively  in  journalistic  and  business  en¬ 
terprises,  and  did  as  much,  perhaps,  as  any  man  in  the  county  toward  develop¬ 
ing  the  natural  resources  of  this  region.  In  all  these  business  transactions, 
he  was  a  man  of  scrupulous  honesty,  and  Kis  word  once  given,  was  ever  above 
question  or  doubt.  In  1879  he  purchased  the  Barron  County  “Shield”  in  part¬ 
nership  with  Walter  Speed,  and  on  Sept.  15,  1882,  the  two  established  the 
Chetek  “Alert.”  In  July,  1883,  the  partnership  was  dissolved,  Mr.  Speed  tak¬ 
ing  the  “Alert”  and  Mr.  Taylor  the  “Shield.”  He  remained  in  control  of  this 
paper  until  1902  when  he  sold  to  Thomas  Dovery.  In  1884  he  established  the 
Barron  Woolen  Mills  Co.,  was  made  its  president  and  gave  up  most  of  his  law 
practice  to  assume  its  active  management.  With  the  belief  that  the  future  of 
Barron  county  lay  in  the  dairy  industry,  he  did  much  to  promote  the  raising  of 
better  cattle,  and  purchased  and  distributed  pure  bred  registered  sires  through¬ 
out  the  county  and  adjacent  territory.  To  further  promote  the  industry,  he 
organized  the  Barron  Creamery  Co.,  now  the  largest  in  the  world,  and  of  which 
he  was  the  first  president.  With  five  others,  he  organized  a  local  canning  fac¬ 
tory,  the  first  in  the  county.  He  was  also  interested  in  real  estate,  and  at  times 
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owned  various  farms.  After  a  long  and  useful  life,  he  died  suddenly  June 
19, 1913,  while  attending  a  Masonic  meeting,  and  witnessing  the  conferring  of 
the  third  degree  on  his  son,  Archie.  Thus  briefly  is  told  the  story  of  a  life 
of  more  than  usual  prominence,  and  of  more  than  usual  influence  upon  the 
affairs  of  his  time.  He  did  his  duty  in  life  as  he  found  it,  he  recognized  the 
obligations  which  his  opportunities  offered,  and  he  was  faithful  to  every  trust 
placed  in  him.  He  took  special  delight  in  his  home  and  his  family,  and  lived 
to  take  pride  in  seeing-  his  sons  and  daughters  take  the  positions  in  life  for 
which  their  careful  home  training  had  fitted  them.  He  was  married  at  Ox¬ 
ford,  Wis.,  Aug.  22,  1874,  to  Ann  Elizabeth  Crawford,  who  was  bom  Oct.  25, 
1856,  in  the  Province  of  Quebec,  Canada,  daughter  of  John  and  Isabella 
(Stewart)  Crawford,  the  former  of  whom  died  Sept.  9,  1917,  and  the  latter  Oct. 
15, 1897.  Mrs.  Taylor  has  been  in  every  way  a  fitting  helpmeet  for  a  man  of 
such  superior  attainments  and  qualities.  A  gracious  lady  of  many  accomplish¬ 
ments,  and  possessed  of  a  broad  outlook  on  life,  she  braved  the  rigors  of  exist¬ 
ence  in  a  new  country,  and  made  her  home  a  center  of  education,  refinement, 
hospitality,  and  every  gentle  and  wholesome  influence.  The  second  year  they 
came  here,  she  and  her  husband  erected  the  sightly  residence  on  First  street, 
which  has  since  been  the  family  domicile.  Here  they  found  peace  and  hap¬ 
piness  and  contentment,  here  all  the  babies  except  one  were  born,  and  here 
the  children  have  grown  from  happy  childhood  to  worthy  manhood  and  woman¬ 
hood.  For  forty-five  years,  Mrs.  Taylor  has  been  an  influence  of  kindliness 
and  good  cheer  in  the  community.  Her  home  has  always  been  open  to  her 
friends,  and  her  children's  friends,  she  has  taken  her  part  in  social  and  chari¬ 
table  work,  and  the  community  indeed  “calls  her  blessed.”  The  Methodist 
church  has  found  in  her  a  leader  and  an  active  worker.  In  the  nineties,  she 
served  as  a  member  of  the  city  school  board,  the  only  woman,  thus  far,  who 
has  been  a  member  of  that  body.  In  1892  she  was  honored  by  being  made  a 
member  of  the  board  of  visitors  of  the  Uniyersity  of  Wisconsin,  and  filled  the 
position  with  honor  to  herself,  credit  to  the  community,  and  benefit  to  the 
University.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor  have  had  seven  children:  John  C.,  Herman 
H.,  Daisy,  Charles  A.,  Florence,  Archie  R.  and  Agnes  L.  John  C.  was  bom 
Oct.  21,  1875,  and  is  now  located  in  Peru,  South  America,  with  the  Denver 
Rock  Drill  &  Machinery  Co.  Herman  H.  was  bom  Dec.  6,  1877,  and  is  a  lead¬ 
ing  attorney  of  Sand  Point,  Idaho.  He  has  served  that  state  with  distinction 
as  senator  and  as  lieutenant  governor.  Daisy  was  born  May  19,  1881,  and  died 
Sept.  3,  1882.  Charles  A.  was  bora  July  27,  1883,  and,  like  his  father  before 
him,  is  a  leader  in  official,  business  and  financial  circles.  Florence  was  born 
April  26,  1886,  and  died  June  11,  1887.  Archie  R.  was  born  Oct.  13,  1890,  and 
is  now  electrical  engineer  at  New  York,  while  living  at  Montclair,  New  Jersey. 
Agnes  L.  was  bom  Aug.  31,  1892,  and  is  now  at  Oakland,  California.  All  the 
children  are  graduates  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin,  and  all  the  sons,  like 
their  father,  are  members  of  the  Masonic  order. 

Charles  A.  Taylor,  attorney,  banker  and  business  man,  Barron,  was  born 
in  Barron  July  27,  1883,  the  son  of  Charles  S.  and  Ann  Elizabeth  (Crawford) 
Taylor.  He  was  graduated  from  the  Barron  High  school  in  1899,  attended 
Lawrence  University,  now  Lawrence  College,  Appleton,  in  1899-1901,  received 
his  A.  B.  degree  from  the  University  of  Wisconsin  in  1904;  and  his  LL.  B. 
degree  from  the  same  University  in  1906.  He  then  took  up  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in  Barron.  He  was  justice  of  the  peace  in  Barron,  1907-8;  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  light  and  water  commission  of  Barron  city,  1913-1921;  district  at¬ 
torney  of  Barron  county,  1911-17;  first  municipal  judge  of  Barron  county, 
1917-1921;  alderman  of  Barron  city,  1908-11;  and  supervisor  for  the  same 
period,  serving  the  first  year  on  the  county  board  finance  committee,  and  the 
second  two  years  on  the  equalization  committee.  He  is  president  of  the  Bar¬ 
ron  Woolen  Mill  Co.,  succeeding  his  father,  Charles  S.  Taylor;  and  president 
of  the  First  National  Bank,  succeeding  his  uncle,  Jared  W.  Taylor.  Fratern- 
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ally  he  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order.  He  was  married  May  27,  1908  to 
Grace  L.  Grow,  the  daughter  of  Charles  F.  Grow,  a  prominent  Neilsville  man. 
She  was  born  in  Neilsville,  passed  through  the  schools  there,  graduated  from 
the  University  of  Wisconsin  in  1907,  and  died  May  21,  1910.  Sept.  11,  1912, 
Mr.  Taylor  married  Gladys  E.  Priest.  She  was  born  in  Reedsburg,  Wis.,  Dec. 
26,  1888,  the  daughter  of  J.  W.  and  Emily  (Wheeler)  Priest,  of  an  old  Wis¬ 
consin-  family.  She  graduated  from  the  Madison  High  school  in  1906  and  from 
the  University  of  Wisconsin  in  1910,  and  taught  school  in  Barron  two  years 
before  her  marriage.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor  have  three  children:  Stuart  F., 
born  Nov.  12,  1913;  Ruth  A.,  born  April  6,  1916;  and  Roger  C.,  born  March 
17,  1919.  During  the  World  War,  Mr.  Taylor  had  charge  of  all  five  government 
loan  drives,  in  Barron  County,  and  for  the  first  drive  in  Washburn  County, 
also. 

Jared  Wilber  Taylor,  founder  of  the  Barron  Roller  Mills,  first  president 
of  the  First  National  Bank,  postmaster,  city  official,  and  active  man-of-affairs, 
was  for  many  years  one  of  the  most  vital  factors  in  the  life  and  growth  of 
Barron.  He  was  born  in  Oxford,  Marquette  county,  this  state,  Dec.  11,  1856, 
the  son  of  Henry  H.  and  Martha  E.  (Emerick)  Taylor,  natives  of  New  York 
state,  who  came  to  Wisconsin  in  1840,  and  lived  in  Walworth  county,  until 
moving  to  Marquette  county  in  the  fifties.  He  was  reared  on  his  native  farm, 
attended  the  neighboring  schools,  and  learned  agriculture  from  his  father. 
In  1877  he  started  out  for  himself  by  renting  a  farm.  But  although  he  made  a 
success  of  this  operation,  he  felt  that  his  ability  lay  along  commercial  lines, 
and  decided  to  embark  on  a  career  as  a  miller.  Accordingly,  he  came  to  Bar¬ 
ron  in  1884,  purchased  the  roller  mill  at  Cameron,  and  transferred  the  machin¬ 
ery  to  a  building  he  erected  on  the  waterpower  at  Barron,  thus  establishing 
the  Barron  Roller  Mills,  which  for  many  years  were  an  important  feature  in 
the  commercial  stability  of  the  city.  From  July  1,  1887  to  Nov.  1,  1890,  he 
successfully  conducted  a  general  store  at  Barron.  He  devoted  most  of  his  life, 
however,  to  the  development  of  the  milling  industry  here.  In  1916  he  was  a 
prime  mover  in  the  founding  of  the  First  National  Bank,  and  as  first  presi¬ 
dent,  kept  a  close  supervision  over  the  affairs  of  the  institution,  and  was  espe¬ 
cially  concerned  in  the  erection  of  the  present  sightly  banking  house.  He 
also  had  other  financial  interests  and  holdings,  including  city  and  rural  real 
estate.  He  did  much  to  promote  and  further  the  business  interests  of  Barron, 
when  it  was  struggling  from  a  village  to  a  city,  was  always  true  to  this  locality, 
and  deserves  much  credit  for  having  devoted  his  mature  years  to  its  progress 
and  betterment.  In  politics,  Mr.  Taylor  was  a  staunch  Republican,  and  was 
a  member  of  various  committees,  conventions  and  delegations  of  that  party  in 
the  picturesque  days  before  the  primary  laws  went  into  effect.  In  1888-89 
he  was  postmaster  at  Barron;  in  1896-97  he  was  city  treasurer,  and  1901-02, 
he  served  with  efficiency  and  dignity  as  mayor.  Fraternally  he  delighted  in 
the  companionship  of  his  fellow  man.  In  1876  he  was  one  of  those  instru¬ 
mental  in  organizing  the  local  lodge  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  for  some  time  served 
as  district  deputy.  He  was  also  a  popular  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen 
of  America.  After  a  useful  life,  he  died  Feb.  22,  1917.  Mr.  Taylor  was  a 
man  of  deep  convictions,  and  was  possessed  of  the  courage  to  voice  them,  and 
had  the  most  decided  opinions  as  to  the  things  which  were  of  the  greatest 
good  to  the  community.  In  furtherance  of  all  that  he  believed  to  be  right  and 
for  the  city’s  best  interests,  he  was  willing  to  give  freely  of  his  time,  his 
energy  and  his  means,  and  he  is  rightly  numbered  among  those  who  were  of 
permanent  help  in  the  upbuilding  of  this  part  of  the  county.  In  personal 
affairs  he  was  deservedly  successful,  and  left  varied  interests  to  his  family. 
In  his  home,  Mr.  Taylor  was  a  loving  husband,  an  indulgent  and  affectionate 
father.  There  he  sought  rest  from  business  cares,  and  there  he  found  his 
greatest  contentment.  As  a  business  man  he  was  shrewd  and  cautious,  and 
possessed  of  unusually  good  judgment  and  foresight.  In  public  office  he  was 
of  scrupulous  integrity,  of  utmost  fairness  and  justice.  In  politics  he  never 
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advised  a  man  but  in  the  ways  which  he  believed  to  be  right,  and  the  leaders, 
as  well  as  the  rank  and  file,  had  the  greatest  confidence  in  his  spoken  word. 
As  a  companion  he  was  cheery  and  possessed  of  a  keen  sense  of  humor,  and  as 
a  friend  he  was  loyal,  true  and  helpful.  In  all  ways  he  measured  up  to  the 
full  standard  of  an  upright  and  useful  citizen,  and  his  loss  will  long  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  sincerely  mourned. 

Mr.  Taylor  was  married  Nov.  30,  1881,  to  Hannah  E.  Ross,  born  May  8, 
1859,  at  Farmington,  Washington  county,  this  state,  the  daughter  of  Henry 
and  Elizabeth  Ross.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  five  children:  Henry 
Ross,  Mildred,  Lawrence  Earl,  Sherman  and  Marshall,  all  born  in  Barron. 
Henry  Ross  Taylor  was  born  May  8,  1888.  He  passed  through  the  Barron 
schools  and  graduated  from  Lawrence  College  at  Appleton,  Wis.  He  is  now 
connected  with  the  Nevada  Consolidated  Copper  Co.  at  McGill,  Nevada,  as 
assistant  superintendent.  He  married  Beverly  Alexander  Riley,  of  Salt  Lake 
City,  and  has  a  daughter,  Dixie.  Mildred  Elizabeth  was  born  Sept.  16,  1892, 
passed  through  the  local  schools,  graduated  from  the  Barron  high  school  in 
1910  and  from  the  home  economics  course  at  the  Stout  Institute,  Menomonie, 
in  1913.  She  then  taught  home  economics  in  Wilbur,  Washington,  two  years, 
in  Mondovi,  Wis.,  one  year,  and  in  Barron,  Wis.,  one  year.  Sept.  30,  1918, 
she  enlisted  in  the  service  as  a  student  nurse  and  shortly  afterward  was  made 
dietitian.  From  Camp  Wheeler,  Georgia,  she  was  transferred  to  the  Walter 
Reed  Hospital,  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  from  there  to  the  Letterman  General 
Hospital,  San  Francisco.  She  was  discharged  July  1,  1920.  On  Sept.  22,  1920, 
she  married  Wallace  M.  Plummer,  of  Oshkosh,  Wis.,  who  served  two  years  in 
Europe  with  the  16th  Engineers.  They  are  located  at  Wilburton,  Oklahoma, 
where  Mr.  Plummer  is  in  the  U.  S.  Government  claim  service.  Lawrence  Earl 
Taylor  was  born  Dec.  1,  1894:  He  graduated  from  the  Barron  High  school  in 
1914.  He  enlisted  in  the  Marines,  March  6,  1918,  and  was  stationed  at  Miami, 
Florida.  He  is  now  at  Lanark,  Ill.,  where  he  is  superintendent  of  a  canning 
factory.  Sept.  3,1919,  he  married  Josephine  Johnson,  of  Rice  Lake,  Wis.,  and 
has  a  son.  Dean  Leroy,  born  Feb.  28, 1921.  Sherman  and  Marshall  are  attending 
the  Barron  High  school. 

Nicolaus  M.  Rockman,  founder  and  vice  president  of  the  Normanna  Sav¬ 
ings  Bank,  Barron,  pioneer  farmer,  public  official,  man  of  affairs,  and  former 
educator,  is  one  of  the  foremost  figures  in  Barron  county.  He  has  been  an 
integral  part  of  its  growth  and  progress  for  half  a  century,  and  his  character 
and  influence  are  woven  into  its  history.  In  the  old  country,  with  but  limited 
educational  advantages,  he  worked  himself  into  a  position  of  importance  as 
an  educator.  In  this  country,  he  determined  to  win  for  himself  a  place  of 
honor  and  success,  and  in  this  he  has  more  than  succeeded.  Everything  that 
he  has  gained  in  life  he  has  won  by  application,  ability  and  self  sacrifice,  and 
everything  of  good  that  has  come  to  him  has  been  well  deserved.  He  is  a 
keen  minded  business  man,  he  knows  men,  conditions  and  events  thoroughly, 
and  his  judgment  is  always  respected.  Personally,  he  is  a  most  genial  com¬ 
panion  and  of  kindly  disposition,  and  a  friend  of  unfaltering  loyalty.  As  a 
public  official  he  stood  for  unswerving  honesty  and  straightforward  efficiency. 
All  in  all,  he  is  one  of  the  most  useful  men  in  the  community,  honored  by  his 
associates,  respected  by  all,  and  beloved  by  the  younger  folk.  He  delights  in 
encouraging  all  those  who  are  struggling  toward  success,  he  has  loaned  a  help¬ 
ing  hand  to  many  a  young  man  starting  on  his  way  in  life,  and  he  and  his  wife 
have  extended  charities  of  which  little  is  known.  He  believes  in  helping  in 
everything  that  is  for  the  best  interests  of  the  community,  and  he  holds  the 
welfare  of  the  city  and  county  deeply  at  heart. 

Nicolaus  M.  Rockman  was  born  in  Nordre  Fron,  Gulbransdalen,  Norway, 
Aug.  6,  1841,  the  youngest  of  four  children  of  Morten  and  Eli  (Evenvold) 
Rockman,  natives  of  Gansdal,  Norway,  and  honored  and  respected  citizens, 
the  former  of  whom  died  Dec.  5,  1862,  and  the  latter,  June  3,  1863.  Young 
Nicolaus  was  baptized  in  the  Lutheran  church,  Aug.  15,  1841,  and  was  con- 
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firmed  June  8,  1866.  He  attended  the  common  schools,  and  took  up  some  of 
the  burdens  of  the  family  at  his  father's  death,  although  he  was  then  but 
eleven  years  old.  He  planned  to  continue  farming  on  the  home  place,  but 
the  owners  declared  the  lease  void.  He  then  determined  to  educate  himself 
as  best  he  could.  In  1856  he  spent  the  winter  in  a  private  school,  and  then 
became  a  teacher,  although  but  fifteen  years  of  age,  having  charge  of  public 
schools  in  the  winter  and  private  schools  in  the  summer.  Aug.  16,  1869,  he 
entered  Asker’s  Seminary  and  graduated  from  that  institution,  Dec.  18,  1861. 
He  then  became  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools  of  Lillehammer,  and  taught 
there  from  Jan.  22,  1862  to  June  12,  1869.  His  work,  however,  proved  too  con¬ 
fining,  for  a  school  year  took  in  eleven  months  including  Sundays  and  holidays. 
He  accordingly  determined  to  try  his  fortunes  in  America,  not  only  because 
he  desired  a  change,  and  craved  the  wider  opportunities  of  this  great  nation, 
but  also  because  he  was  a  strong  anti-monarchist,  and  wished  to  live  under 
the  Republican  doctrines  of  this  great  Republic  of  the  West.  Closing  up 
his  affairs  in  the  land  of  his  birth,  he  set  sail  and  on  July  4,  1870.  reached 
New  York  harbor,  where  he  witnessed  an  enthusiastic  Independence  Day  cele¬ 
bration.  As  he  watched  the  New  York  sky  line  standing  boldly  from  the 
water,  with  a  myriad  streams  of  fire  shooting  into  the  air,  while  bombs  exploded 
on  every  side,  he  received  an  impression  of  the  wonders  of  this  great  country 
which  will  never  be  effaced  from  his  mind.  July  5  he  landed  and  lingered 
in  New  York  three  days  waiting  to  get  gold  from  Washington  in  exchange  for 
the  money  he  had  brought  with  him.  Then  he  came  West,  and  first  saw  the 
Mississippi  river  at  La  Crosse.  The  trip  gave  him  an  increasing  idea  of  the 
country’s  importance,  and  his  wonderment  was  still  further  increased  when 
he  witnessed  a  cyclone  which  did  considerable  damage  in  the  vicinity  of  La 
Crosse.  From  La  Crosse,  he  went  to  Osseo,  in  Trempealeau  county,  this  state, 
and  from  there  to  Eau  Claire,  in  Eau  Claire  county.  Near  that  city  he  worked 
three  months  on  a  farm.  Then  he  taught  school  for  a  short  period.  Jan.  1, 
1871,  he  went  into  the  lumber  woods  for  Frank  Cole.  In  the  spring  of  1871 
he  worked  for  the  Omaha  line,  grading  the  railroad  road  bed  between  Knapp 
and  Wilson  stations,  in  Dunn  County.  In  the  fall  he  started  for  Rochester, 
Minn.,  but  as  the  wages  were  too  low,  he  went  once  more  to  Eau  Claire,  and  as 
before  worked  for  a  farmer  for  a  while,  and  then  went  into  the  woods.  Disap¬ 
pointed  in  a  position  he  had  hoped  to  obtain  in  the  spring  of  1872  he  determined 
that  he  would  follow  the  example  of  so  many  of  his  countrymen,  and  take  a 
homestead.  Accordingly  he  came  to  Barron  county,  and  after  looking  about  for 
a  while,  located  May  17,  1872,  on  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  2,  township 
28,  range  12,  in  what  is  now  Maple  Grove  township.  The  next  day  he  went 
afoot  through  the  deep  woods  to  Menomonie,  where  he  made  arrangements  to 
get  his  claim  and  filed  at  the  land  office.  With  the  help  of  Hans  Lunde,  he 
built  a  small  shanty  with  a  shake  roof,  and  one  four-light  window.  He  impro¬ 
vised  a  cook  stove  from  a  large  hollow  stump,  and  put  up  a  crude  bedstead. 
After  getting  everything  in  shape  he  returned  to  Eau  Claire  for  a  while.  In 
1873  he  erected  a  log  shanty,  12  by  16  feet,  and  lived  in  it  at  intervals,  while 
clearing  up  some  of  the  stump  land.  Soon  after  his  coming  here,  he  became 
agent  for  the  Hecla  Fire  Insurance  Co.,  of  Madison,  and  he  traveled  about  for 
this  company,  thus  earning  money  to  support  himself  while  getting  his  farm 
in  shape  for  occupancy.  For  one  season  he  worked  for  the  Eau  Claire  Lumber 
Co.,  but  did  not  continue  with  them  as  he  contracted  the  ague.  After  his  mar¬ 
riage  in  the  fall  of  1876,  and  he  and  his  wife  spent  the  winter  in  a  room  of 
what  was  then  the  court  house  at  Barron.  The  next  year  they  moved  to  the 
cabin  on  his  homestead.  There  they  farmed  for  sixteen  years.  During  that 
time  he  developed  an  excellent  farm.  He  cleared  up  the  land,  erected  a  good 
set  of  buildings,  the  house  being  constructed  in  1886,  put  up  fences,  purchased 
good  stock  and  equipment,  and  maintained  a  modern,  profitable  place,  in  every 
particular.  While  he  was  away,  serving  in  public  office,  Mrs.  Rockman  looked 
after  the  farm,  and  proved  herself  a  most  capable  manager.  In  1893  they 
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moved  to  the  city  of  Barron.  In  May,  1893,  he  rented  a  small  building  in 
Barron  and  started  the  Normanna  Savings  bank  as  a  private  institution.  In 
1903  it  was  incorporated  as  the  Normanna  State  bank,  with  Mr.  Rockman  as 
vice  president,  in  which  position  he  has  since  remained.  His  -personality  and 
integrity  have  determined  the  policy  and  standing  of  the  bank,  since  it  was 
first  opened,  and  he  is  still  the  active  factor  in  its  management. 

Being  a  man  of  superior  attainments,  with  experience  as  an  educator, 
and  with  a  broader  outlook  on  life  than  was  customary  among  the  pioneers,  it 
is  natural  that  he  should  early  have  been  called  to  public  office.  In  the  fall  of 
1873  he  was  nominated  as  county  surveyor  but  was  not  elected.  The  next 
spring  he  was  elected  assessor  of  Barron  township,  which  then  took  in  a  large 
area.  Nov.  2,  1875,  he  was  elected  county  clerk,  and  on  Nov.  6,  1877,  was 
re-elected  without  opposition.  Jan.  23,  1879,  he  was  elected  by  the  county 
supervisors  as  county  treasurer  to  fill  a  vacancy,  and  assumed  office  Feb.  19. 
He  was  elected  to  the  position  Nov.  4,  1879,  by  a  plurality  of  only  34  votes,  but 
with  such  dignity  and  efficiency  did  he  serve  that  on  Nov.  8,  1881,  he  was 
elected  without  opposition,  receiving  all  but  six  votes  cast  in  the  whole  county. 
By  re-elections  he  served  until  Jan.  1,  1891,  and  then  retired. 

Mr.  Rockman  was  married  Oct.  28,  1876,  at  Eau  Claire,  Wis.,  to  Julie  Ann 
Christiansen,  who  was  born  in  Christiana,  Norway,  Dec.  25,  1844,  and  came 
to  Eau  Claire  in  1873.  After  their  marriage,  they  were  driven  to  Barron 
in  a  six-horse  team  by  the  pioneer,  John  Quaderer.  This  union  was  blessed 
with  six  sons.  Carl  Martin  Nicolaus  was  born  Sept.  7,  1877,  and  died  Sept.  28, 
1877.  Elmer  Albert  was  born  Dec.  16,  1878,  and  died  Jan.  18,  1919.  Julius  C. 
was  born  Dec.  14,  1881.  Edward  William  was  born  Sept.  11,  1883,  and  died 
Nov.  1,  1913.  Martin  Nicolaus  was  born  Jan.  29,  1886.  Frederick  Adolph 
was  born  July  3,  1888.  The  three  sons  all  live  in  Barron. 

Mrs.  Rockman  died  July  17,  1920.  At  the  time  of  her  death  it  was  said: 
“Mrs.  Rockman  was  an  active  and  earnest  member  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran 
church,  since  the  organization  of  the  congregation  in  this  community,  and  was 
always  associated  with  every  endeavor  that  meant  a  higher  standard  of  living. 
She  was  ever  concerned  about  the  comfort  and  benefit  of  others,  and  desired 
that  all  about  her  should  be  given  the  best  that  life  affords.  One  of  the 
pioneers  of  the  county,  she  faced  the  hardships  of  the  early  settlers  unflinch¬ 
ingly,  at  a  time  when  there  was  little  but  wilderness  to  encounter  here,  when 
neighbors  were  miles  away,  when  luxuries  were  unknown  and  comforts  few, 
and  when  the  work  of  building  a  home  was  most  strenuous.  The  cheerful 
spirit  which  so  characterized  her  life  carried  her  through  the  many  hardships, 
and  after  her  removal  to  Barron,  where  life  was  more  comfortable  and  modern 
conveniences  lessened  the  tasks,  she  devoted  much  of  her  time  to  aiding  those 
who  were  in  need.  Her  nature  was  a  most  unselfish  one,  and  she  left  a  host  of 
friends  to  mourn  her  loss.”  As  a  wife  she  was  a  loyal  and  sympathetic  help¬ 
mate,  an  inspiration  and  a  source  of  courage,  as  a  mother  she  was  affectionate, 
sympathetic  and  of  unfailing  cheer,  and  in  all  obligations  of  life  she  fullfilled 
her  duty  as  a  good  woman.  Her  memory  will  live  forever  in  the  hearts  of  those 
who  loved  and  cherished  her. 

Julius  C.  Rockman,  cashier  of  the  Normanna  Savings  bank,  was  born  in 
Maple  Grove  township,  this  county,  Dec.  14,  1881,  the  son  of  Nicolaus  M.  and 
Julie  Ann  (Christiansen)  Rockman.  He  attended  district  school,  and  in  Sept. 
1,  1893,  moved  to  Barron  with  the  other  members  of  the  family.  In  due  time 
he  entered  the  Barron  High  school  and  was  graduated  with  the  class  of 
1897.  For  several  terms,  in  1902-03  and  1903-04,  he  was  a  special  student  at 
the  University  of  Wisconsin.  In  1903  he  was  made  a  director  in  the  Normanna 
Savings  bank,  and  the  next  year  he  entered  its  active  employ.  Previous 
to  this  date,  he  had  been  employed  in  the  bank  at  various  intervals  since  boy¬ 
hood.  Jan.  1,  1909,  he  succeeded  his  father  as  cashier.  Mr.  Rockman  has  been 
a  member  of  the  city  light  and  water  commission  since  it  was  organized,  in 
January,  1906,  and  served  as  its  president  from  the  spring  of  1914  to  the 
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spring  of  1921.  He  has  been  treasurer  of  the  board  of  education  since  July, 
1910.  In  1919,  at  the  death  of  his  brother,  Elmer  A.,  he  succeeded  him  as 
treasurer  of  the  Barron  County  Red  Cross  society,  and  has  since  continued  to 
serve.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  Barron  lodge,  No.  220,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of 
which  he  has  served  as  master  and  secretary,  and  of  Rice  Lake  chapter,  No. 
67,  R.  A.  M.  Mr.  Rockman  was  married  Sept.  22,  1909,  to  E.  Helen  Strand,  of 
Menomonie,  daughter  of  Andrew  0.  and  Mary  (Ludvigson)  Strand.  Mrs. 
Rockman  was  born  in  Menomonie  on  Aug.  31,  1885,  and  attended  the  public 
schools  there,  graduating  from  the  high  school  with  the  class  of  1905.  Then 
entering  Stout  Institute,  she  graduated  from  the  kindergarten  training  course 
with  the  class  of  1907.  The  next  two  years  she  taught  in  the  schools  of  St. 
Croix  Falls,  Wis.  They  have  four  chlidren:  Julia  Edward,  born  July  29,  1910; 
Helen  Margaret,  born  Dec.  11,  1911;  Natalie  Mary  Anette,  born  June  5,  1913, 
and  Dorothy  Jane,  born  Aug.  16,  1918. 

Edward  N.  Stebbins,  Sr.,  veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  and  for  some  years  a 
manufacturer  of  barrel  heads  and  staves  at  Barron,  was  born  in  New  York 
state  in  1835.  He  was  a  merchant  in  New  Jersey,  and  later  in  Coudersport, 
Penn.,  until  1891,  when  he  came  to  Barron  and  opened  a  wood  working 
mill,  which  he  continued  until  his  death  Sept.  19,  1903.  He  and  his  wife 
assisted  in  founding  the  Episcopal  church  here,  and  were  active  in  its  work. 
During  the  Civil  war  he  was  appointed  paymaster  in  the  United  States  Army 
by  president  Abraham  Lincoln,  with  the  title  of  major.  His  offices  were  at 
Washington,  D.  C.  As  a  part  of  his  duties  he  superintended  the  burial  of 
J.  Wilkes  Booth,  who  assassinated  President  Lincoln.  In  Barron  he  was  a 
man  of  much  influence  and  importance  and  served  in  a  number  of  local 
offices  including  that  of  mayor.  Major  Stebbins  married  Mary  Treat  who 
was  born  in  1842  and  died  Jan.  5,  1909.  They  were  the  parents  of  eleven 
children,  of  whom  those  now  living  are:  Louise,  wife  of  W.  L.  Morris  of 
Aiken,  Minn.;  Jessie  W.,  now  Mrs.  F.  H.  Spencer  of  Cheyenne  Wells,  Colo.; 
Edward  N.,  of  Barron;  Isabell,  who  is  librarian  at  the  University  of  Minnesota, 
Minneapolis;  Eugene  B.,  a  physician  of  Ironwood,  Mich.,  who  served  with  the 
rank  of  major  in  the  World  War;  Arthur  P.,  of  Barron;  Harold  D.,  a  traveling 
salesman  residing  in  Chicago,  and  Helen  A.,  who  is  a  stenographer  and  resides 
at  Aiken,  Minn. 

Arthur  P.  Stebbins,  one  of  the  leading  business  men  of  Barron,  proprietor 
of  an  up-to-date  drug  store,  was  born  at  Coudersport,  Penn.,  May  13,  1880, 
son  of  Edward  M.  and  Mary  T.  (Clapp)  Stebbins,  the  former  of  English  descent, 
and  later  of  English-Huguenot  stock.  The  family  came  to  Barron  from 
Pennsylvania  in  1891,  and  here  the  father  engaged  in  woodworking  for  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  Arthur  P.  Stebbins  started  his  education  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  was  eleven  years  of  age  when  he  came  to  Barron,  where  he  continued  his 
schooling.  In  1902  he  entered  Northwestern  University  as  a  student  in  the 
pharmacy  course  and  was  graduated  in  1904.  In  June  of  the  latter  year 
he  took  a  position  with  Frank  Danielson  of  Cumberland,  Wis.,  as  drug  clerk 
and  later  was  with  a  drug  house  in  Superior,  Wis.  After  two  years'  practical 
experience,  on  May  28,  1906,  he  became  proprietor  of  his  present  business 
in  Barron.  He  has  a  fine  store  at  the  corner  of  La  Salle  and  Third  streets, 
and  keeps  an  ample  stock  of  pure  drugs,  stationery,  school  supplies,  and  other 
lines  of  merchandise  customary  in  the  trade.  He  is  enjoying  a  good  patronage 
and  is  the  owner  of  a  good  residence  on  South  Fifth  street.  Fraternally,  he 
belongs  to  the  local  lodges  of  Masons  and  Knights  of  Pythias.  Politically,  he 
is  a  Democrat.  Mr.  Stebbins  was  married  Sept.  5,  1914,  to  Louise  T.  Ticknor, 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  C.  Ticknor,  of  Menomonie,  Wis.,  in  which  city 
she  was  born  Sept.  20,  1890.  A  graduate  of  Stout  Institute,  she  was  for  some 
time  before  her  marriage  a  teacher  of  domestic  science  in  the  public  schools 
of  her  native  city.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stebbins  are  members  of  the  Episcopal  church 
in  Barron,  which  the  former  has  served  for  some  years  as  warden  and  treasurer. 
They  have  one  child,  Joan,  who  was  born  Feb.  16,  1916. 
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Edward  N.  Stebbins,  Jr.,  junior  member  of  the  firm  of  William  F.  Horst- 
mann  &  Co.,  Barron,  furniture  and  undertaking,  was  born  in  New  Jersey, 
Oct.  27,  1872,  son  of  Edward  N.  and  Mary  (Treat)  Stebbins.  He  lived  in 
Coudersport,  Penn.,  before  coming  to  Barron  with  the  family  in  1891,  and  here 
he  assisted  his  father  in  the  barrel  head  and  stave  business  until  1904  when 
he  became  a  partner  in  his  present  firm.  He  is  health  officer  of  the  city,  and 
enjoys  an  excellent  standing  among  his  fellow  men.  The  family  residence  is 
a  pleasant  house  on  Division  street.  Mrs.  Stebbins  is  a  musician  of  ability, 
serves  as  church  organist  for  the  Methodists,  and  is  prominent  in  Sunday  school 
work.  Mr.  Stebbins  was  married  Oct.  12,  1904,  to  Laura  A.,  the  daughter  of 
William  A.  and  Amanda  (Craft)  Horstmann,  and  they  have  three  children: 
Marion,  born  Jan.  30,  1907;  William  N.,  born  Feb.  15,  1909,  and  Edna  L.,  born 
Feb.  27,  1913. 

William  F.  Horstmann,  founder  and  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  William 
F.  Horstmann  &  Co.,  Barron,  furniture  and  undertaking,  was  born  in  New  York 
City.  June  13,  1855,  and  came  West  as  a  young  man.  He  was  married  at 
Sparta,  Wis.,  Oct.  28,  1875,  to  Amanda  Craft,  who  was  born  on  a  farm  in 
New  York  state,  March  20,  1854.  For  some  years  he  was  engaged  in  the 
furniture  and  undertaking  business  at  Norwalk,  Wis.  In  1889  he  came  to 
Barron  and  established  his  present  business.  While  at  Norwalk  he  served 
on  the  school  board.  He  has  been  a  life-long  advocate  of  temperance,  and 
has  lived  to  see  his  hopes  realized  in  a  prohibition  country.  Fraternally,  he 
associates  with  the  Odd  Fellows.  Mrs.  Horstmann  died  Nov.  7,  1907.  The 
four  children  in  their  family  were:  Laura  A.,  born  Oct.  24,  1876,  now  Mrs. 
Edward  N.  Stebbins,  Jr.,  of  Barron;  Frank  M.,  M.  D.,  born  Feb.  17,  1878,  a 
lecturer  on  medical  subjects  in  the  public  schools  and  colleges  of  Chicago; 
Myron  F.,  born  Feb.  16,  1880,  and  died  Aug.  6,  1880;  and  Mora  E.,  born  Dec. 
21,  1885,  now  wife  of  M.  N.  Rice,  Gresham,  Shawano  county,  Wis.  The  family 
worships  at  the  Methodist  church. 

James  Post  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  of  Pennsylvania-Dutch  ancestry, 
and  became  a  millwright  and  miller.  He  married  Axa  Hurlehy,  who  also  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania.  They  brought  their  family  to  Wisconsin  in  1855  and 
settled  in  Iowa  county.  The  land  was  all  wild,  and  the  nearest  railroad  was 
at  Madison,  fifty  miles  away.  There  were  no  roads  and  few  trails.  Settlers 
were  few  and  far  between.  Wild  game  was  plentiful,  and  the  Indians  were 
camped  on  every  side.  For  a  year  the  family  lived  in  a  log  house  with  a  sod 
roof,  on  Otter  creek.  Then  they  moved  onto  a  claim  which  they  purchased 
from  the  government,  and  which  they  had  cleared  by  hired  labor.  With  this 
beginning  they  developed  a  good  pioneer  farm,  Mr.  Post  in  the  meantime  work¬ 
ing  at  his  trade  in  various  places.  In  1871  he  sold  the  farm  and  moved  to 
Avoca,  in  the  same  county.  In  1872  he  moved  to  Indiana,  and  there  built  and 
operated  a  mill  near  Lima.  Later  he  again  came  to  Wisconsin  and  settled  in 
Richland  county.  In  1885  he  came  to  Barron  City  where  he  died  in  1910.  His 
wife  died  in  1901.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Post  were  the  parents  of  ten  children:  Julia, 
deceased;  John,  deceased;  Ellen  and  William,  deceased;  De  Witt,  of  Barron 
City;  Frank,  deceased;  Jean,  of  Minneapolis;  George,  of  Barron  City;  and 
Emma  and  James,  who  died  in  infancy. 

De  Witt  Post,  president  of  the  Barron  Telephone  Co.,  was  born  in  Luzerne 
county.  Pa.,  Jan.  19,  1851,  son  of  James  and  Axa  (Hurlehy)  Post.  He  was 
brought  to  Iowa  county,  Wis.,  by  his  parents  when  he  was  three  years  of  age. 
He  was  there  reared,  and  on  account  of  the  necessity  for  hard  work  on  the 
farm,  received  but  little  schooling,  though  he  has  supplemented  this  by  much 
reading  and  wide  experience.  For  a  time  he  worked  with  his  father  in  the 
milling  business  near  Lima,  Indiana.  In  1872  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
I.  O.  Ingraham,  in  the  drug  and  grocery  business  at  Avoca,  in  his  native  county, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Ingraham  &  Post.  About  two  years  later  he  bought 
out  Mr.  Ingraham  and  became  sole  proprietor  of  the  drug  business,  Mr.  Ingra¬ 
ham  taking  the  grocery  line.  Two  years  later  Mr.  Post  took  Josiah  Ward, 
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grain  buyer  and  stock  dealer  as  a  partner.  But  the  venture  did  not  prove  so 
successful  as  had  been  anticipated  and  so  Mr.  Post  sold  out  and  started  life 
anew.  In  1882  he  went  to  the  Fort  Belknap  Agency,  in  Montana,  as  instructor 
of  agriculture  to  the  Indians.  After  three  years  he  again  returned  to  Wiscon¬ 
sin,  and  with  his  brother  John  engaged  in  the  hardware  business  at  the  corner 
of  LaSalle  and  Second  street,  Barron  City,  this  county.  Afterward  the  store 
was  moved  to  a  new  building  which  the  brothers  erected  at  the  corner  of 
LaSalle  and  Fifth  streets.  The  partnership  was  dissolved  and  De  Witt  Post 
continued  the  business  alone  until  1905.  He  now  devotes  his  time  to  looking 
after  his  various  interests.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Barron  Tele¬ 
phone  Co.  of  which  he  is  the  president;  he  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Bank  of 
Barron,  as  well  as  a  director,  and  he  is  also  connected  with  various  other 
leading  enterprises.  He  has  a  good  residence  in  Barron  City  and  a  pleasant 
summer  home  on  Cedar  lake,  in  this  state.  For  one  term  he  served  as  aider- 
man  of  the  city.  His  fraternal  relations  are  with  Barron  Lodge  No.  38, 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  he  has  passed  through  its  chairs.  He  is  a  useful  citizen  in 
every  respect,  one  of  the  truly  important  men  of  the  city,  and  he  is  held  in 
high  esteem  for  his  sterling  worth  as  well  as  for  what  he  has  accomplished 
for  the  county.  Mr.  Post  was  married  in  1872  to  Helen  Kinzie,  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Kinzie,  of  Avoca,  Wis.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with 
two  children,  both  of  whom  are  married  to  leading  physicians  and  surgeons: 
Bessie  P.,  the  wife  of  Dr.  H.  M.  Coleman;  and  Jessie,  the  wife  of  Dr.  C.  C.  Post, 
both  of  Barron  City. 

Lellen  S.  Cheney,  now  living  retired  in  Barron  after  a  long  and  active 
career  marked  by  success  in  educational  and  scientific  fields,  was  born  in 
Essex,  Union  county,  Ohio,  Dec.  4,  1858,  on  the  farm  of  his  parents,  Thomas 
B.  and  Margaret  (Schwartz)  Cheney.  The  father,  in  addition  to  being  a 
farmer,  was  a  minister  in  the  Protestant  Methodist  church.  He  was  also  a 
veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  having  served  four  years  in  the  Federal  army.  A 
year  or  two  after  his  return  home  from  southern  battlefields,  his  wife,  Mar¬ 
garet,  died  in  January,  1867.  By  her  he  had  two  children,  Lellan  S.  and  John 
L.,  the  latter  of  whom  is  now  a  contractor  and  builder  at  Fort  Collins,  Colo. 
Some  time  after  his  first  wife’s  death  Thomas  B.  Cheney  married  for  his  second 
wife,  Mrs.  Mary  Jane  Watkins,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  Jane  Falk. 
Of  this  union  there  were  six  children  born,  three  of  whom  are  now  living, 
namely:  Orpha  L.,  widow  of  Joseph  Avann,  residing  in  Chicago;  and  Charles 
W.  and  George  B.  (twins),  of  Washington  Court  House  Ohio.  The  other 
three  died  in  infancy.  Lellan  S.  Cheney  was  a  boy  of  eight  years  when  he 
lost  his  mother,  and  from  that  time  until  he  was  16  he  lived  with  his  paternal 
grandfather.  His  education  was  begun  in  the  rural  schools  of  Ohio  and  for 
two  winters  he  also  attended  school  in  Illinois.  At  the  age  of  21  he  began 
teaching,  but  after  following  that  occupation  a  short  time,  in  the  fall  of  1879 
he  entered  Adrian  College  at  Adrian,  Mich.  He  had  been  a  student  there 
but  six  months  when  he  ran  out  of  funds,  and  being  obliged  to  go  to  work, 
sought  employment  with  a  former  acquaintance,  a  Mr.  Haley  of  Champaign, 
Ill.,  for  whom  he  worked  as  a  farm  hand  until  March,  1881,  earning  from  $15 
to  $16  a  month.  He  then  set  out  for  Elgin,  Ill.,  expecting  to  work  in  the  watch 
factory  there,  but,  altering  his  intention,  instead  went  on  to  Lafayette  county, 
Wisconsin,  where  he  found  employment  on  the  farm  of  Ariel  Eastman  at  $22 
a  month  wages.  With  Mr.  Eastman  he  remained  until  August,  1881,  after 
which,  having  never  relinquished  his  desire  for  a  higher  education,  he  be¬ 
came  a  student  in  the  Platteville  Normal  school,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  the  spring  of  1886.  That  fall  he  came  to  Barron,  Wis.,  to  become  principal 
of  the  Barron  schools,  a  position  in  which  he  served  acceptably  for  three  years. 
During  this  period  he  took  special  work  one  summer  in  the  University  of 
Wisconsin  at  Madison,  and  in  July,  1889,  he  moved  to  that  city  and  entered 
the  University  as  a  student.  In  the  spring  of  1891  he  was  graduated  from  the 
general  scientific  course  and  was  elected  “fellow  in  botany.”  In  the  following 
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spring,  1892,  he  was  elected  instructor  in  botany  at  the  University  and  held 
that  position  until  the  spring  of  1896.  He  was  then  elected  as  assistant  pro¬ 
fessor  in  botany  and  served  as  such  until  the  spring  of  1903.  Owing  to  ill 
health,  he  was  then  obliged  to  resign  that  position,  and  returning  to  Barron, 
bought  an  80-acre  farm  adjoining  the  city  and  engaged  in  agriculture.  After 
operating  the  farm  until  1907,  he  sold  it  and  went  to  Colorado,  where  he  spent 
about  a  year  in  prospecting,  returning  at  the  end  of  that  time  to  Barron.  In 
the  summer  of  1908  Mr.  Cheney  went  to  Menomonie,  Wis.,  where  for  a  few 
months  he  was  a  general  reporter  on  the  staff  of  the  Dunn  County  News.  In 
the  fall  he  returned  again  to  Barron  to  become  a  candidate  for  the  office  of 
school  superintendent  of  Barron  county,  to  which  he  was  elected  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  spring  without  opposition,  and  which  he  held  through  successive  re-elec¬ 
tions  until  July,  1917.  In  the  fall  of  that  year  he  took  a  vacation,  visiting  Ohio 
and  extending  his  trip  until  the  Christmas  holidays.  Then,  returning  to  Bar¬ 
ron,  he  took  an  active  part  in  war  work,  becoming  a  member  of  the  local  exemp¬ 
tion  board.  In  March,  1918,  he  was  appointed  assistant  pathologist  in  the 
Federal  Department  of  Agriculture,  a  position  in  which  he  served  two  years. 
He  owns  a  comfortable  residence  in  Barron.  Mr.  Cheney  was  married  Dec. 
28,  1887,  to  Ina  M.  Buckmaster,  who  was  born  in  Fayette,  Wis.,  January  25, 
1861,  daughter  of  Benjamin  F.  and  Alsaida  (Cook)  Buckmaster,  her  parents 
being  farmers.  He  and  his  wife  have  been  the  parents  of  four  children,  one 
of  whom  died  at  birth.  The  three  survivors  are:  Monona  L.,  born  Dec.  28, 
1890 ;  Russell  S.,  born  Feb.  22,  1893,  and  Lois  M.,  born  Oct.  17,  1895.  Monona  L. 
was  graduated  from  the  Barron  High  school  and  Lawrence  College  at  Apple- 
ton,  from  the  latter  institution  receiving  the  degree  of  B.  A.  Later  she  received 
the  Master’s  degree  from  the  Teachers’  College  of  Columbia,  N.  Y.,  and  for 
three  years  was  a  teacher  of  history  in  the  public  schools  and  high  schools  of 
Wisconsin.  For  the  last  three  years  she  has  been  a  teacher  in  a  missionary 
school  at  Pekin,  China.  Russell  S.  Cheney  was  graduated  from  the  Barron  High 
school  and  Lawrence  College,  when  he  received  the  B.  A.  degree.  He  is  now 
office  manager  for  the  Burdeck  Tire  &  Rubber  Co.,  of  Noblesville,  Ind.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Wisconsin  National  Guard,  in  which  he  attained  the  rank  of 
battalion  sergeant  major,  remaining  in  that  service  for  seven  months.  He  then 
entered  the  officers’  training  school  at  Fort  Sheridan  and  was  subsequently 
commissioned  captain.  He  was  stationed  successively  at  Camp  Custer,  Mich., 
Fort  Sill,  Okla.,  Camp  Green,  N.  C.,  and  Mineola,  Long  Island,  N.  Y.,  from  the 
last  mentioned  place  expecting  to  go  overseas,  but  his  expectations  were  dis¬ 
appointed  by  the  armistice,  and  after  remaining  for  some  time  at  Camp  Upton, 
Long  Island,  he  was  discharged  July  3,  1919.  Lois  M.  Cheney,  like  her  sister 
and  brother,  was  graduated  from  the  Barron  High  school  and  Lawrence  Col¬ 
lege,  receiving  the  B.  A.  degree.  She  is  now  in  training  as  a  nurse  in  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Hospital  at  Chicago,  with  the  object  of  taking  up  missionary  nursing 
in  foreign  lands.  The  religious  affiliations  of  the  Cheney  family  are  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

Edwin  C.  Coleman,  first  mayor  of  Barron,  veteran  of  the  Civil  War.  a 
leading  business  man  of  Barron  county  for  many  years,  and  a  citizen  held  in 
the  highest  esteem,  was  born  in  the  village  of  Hudson,  McLean  county,  Illinois, 
May  12,  1843,  the  son  of  Henry  and  Alice  Coleman.  The  parents  were  born  in 
Ireland,  and  came  to  America  as  young  people.  They  lived  on  Staten  Island, 
New  York,  for  a  while,  and  in  the  early  forties  came  to  Bloomington,  Ill., 
and  settled  at  Hudson,  some  ten  miles  away.  From  there  they  moved  to  Max¬ 
well  Prairie,  Pepin  county,  this  state,  with  the  early  settlers,  and  there  underr 
went  all  the  experiences  of  pioneer  life  in  the  wilderness.  Amid  such  con¬ 
ditions,  Edwin  C.  was  reared,  educated  and  grew  to  manhood.  Aug.  12,  1862, 
he  enlisted  as  a  private  in  the  25th  Wis.  Vol.  Inf.  in  which  he  advanced  to 
corporal.  He  was  offered  the  command  of  a  colored  company,  but  declined. 
He  was  honorably  discharged  June  7,  1865.  On  Nov.  12,  1867,  he  was  married 
at  Downsville,  Dunn  county,  Wis.,  to  Isabella  J.  Cuscaden,  a  native  of  the 
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north  of  Ireland,  and  a  daughter  of  Wm.  and  Mary  Cuscaden.  In  1874,  Mr. 
Coleman  came  to  Rice  Lake,  in  this  county,  in  charge  of  the  lumbering  interests 
of  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  In  1881  he  formed  a  partnership  with  A.  0.  and  A.  W. 
Bailey,  and  the  Messrs.  Burdick  and  Boren,  under  the  firm  name  of  the  Bailey 
Manufacturing  Co.,  and  engaged  in  the  manufacturing  business  at  Knapp, 
in  Dunn  county,  this  state.  He  sold  his  interests  in  this  concern  and  with 
W.  H.  Phipps  as  partner  he  conducted  a  general  store  at  Rice  Lake.  Later 
he  sold  out  to  his  partner,  and  in  1885  came  to  Barron  and  opened  a  general 
store  in  partnership  with  N.  S.  Carpenter.  After  a  while  he  bought  his  part¬ 
ner  out,  and  continued  the  business  alone  until  1893.  Then  he  went  to  Minne¬ 
apolis,  where  he  opened  a  hardware  store  on  Nicollet  avenue,  and  operated 
a  wood  yard  in  connection  therewith.  In  1902,  he  sold  his  Minneapolis  inter¬ 
ests  and  returned  to  Barron  city,  where  he  built  a  neat  residence,  in  which  he 
lived  until  his  death,  May  28,  1909.  He  was  a  good  business  man  who  had  the 
interests  of  the  community  at  heart,  he  served  in  a  number  of  public  capacities 
including  that  of  mayor  of  Barron  in  1887,  and  he  was  a  useful  and  praise¬ 
worthy  citizen  in  every  respect. 

Harry  M.  Coleman,  M.  D.,  a  widely  known  surgeon  and  medical  practi¬ 
tioner  and  one  of  the  two  responsible  heads  of  the  Barron  City  hospital  at 
Barron,  was  born  at  Menomonie,  Wis.,  Nov.  3,  1869,  the  son  of  Edwin  C.  and 
Isabella  J.  (Cuscaden)  Coleman.  His  early  education  was  received  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  place  and  of  Rice  Lake,  this  county.  In  1887,  he 
entered  Hamline  university,  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  and  took  a  full  four  years* 
course  there.  In  1891  he  entered  the  University  of  Wisconsin,  where  he  took  a 
year’s  course  in  the  College  of  Engineering.  From  a  youth  up  he  has  been 
much  interested  in  athletics  and  consequently  took  an  active  part  in  college 
sports.  At  Madison  he  made  the  ’varsity  eleven  as  left  half  back.  In  the  fall 
of  1894  he  entered  the  medical  school  of  the  University  of  Minnesota,  and  was 
graduated  with  his  degree  in  medicine  in  1897.  With  this  preparation  he 
opened  an  office  at  Thompson,  N.  D.  In  1899  he  moved  from  there  to  Hankinson, 
N.  D.,  where  he  practiced  his  profession  and  had  charge  of  a  hospital.  Two 
years  later,  in  1901,  he  came  to  Barron,  and  formed  a  partnership  with  his 
brother-in-law,  Dr.  Clark  C.  Post.  Later  in  the  year  the  two  physicians  estab¬ 
lished  the  Barron  City  hospital.  In  1920  they  bought  the  Jerome  Coe  property 
on  La  Salle  street,  which  they  have  fitted  up  as  a  modern  hospital  with  20 
beds.  The  hospital  fills  a  vital  and  increasing  need  in  the  community,  and  is 
a  decided  advance  in  community  welfare.  Dr.  Coleman  has  also  built  up  a 
large  city  and  country  practice.  He  keeps  thoroughly  abreast  of  the  times  in 
his  profession  and  has  the  respect  of  his  fellow  practitioners  and  the  confidence 
of  the  public.  Dr.  Coleman  has  found  his  recreation  in  a  fine  dairy  farm  a 
mile  south  of  Barron.  This  farm  is  a  model  place  in  every  particular,  with 
a  sightly  set  of  buildings,  and  with  all  the  modern  equipment  in  the  way  of 
tools,  implements  and  machinery.  He  specializes  in  breeding  registered 
Guernsey  cattle  and  full  blooded  Duroc  Jersey  swine.  Dr.  Coleman  has  been 
active  in  public  affairs,  and  has  done  his  duty  as  a  good  citizen  in  every 
respect.  He  has  performed  most  efficient  service  as  health  officer  of  Barron, 
and  has  been  a  valued  member  of  the  city  school  board.  Politically,  he  is  a 
Republican.  Dr.  Coleman  served  twenty-two  months  in  the  medical  department 
of  the  United  States  Army,  during  the  participation  of  this  country  in  the 
World  war.  Offering  his  services  June  8,  1917,  he  was  commissioned  first 
lieutenant  and  took  the  oath  July  7,  1917.  On  July  26,  following,  he  entered 
the  officers’  training  camp  at  Fort  Riley,  Kansas,  and  after  one  month’s  inten¬ 
sive  training,  he  was  ordered  to  Camp  Lewis,  Washington,  where  he  served  as 
special  tuberculosis  examiner.  He  was  commissioned  captain  in  August,  1918, 
and  sent  to  Fort  D.  A.  Russell,  Wyoming,  and  put  in  charge  of  the  tuberculosis 
ward  at  that  place.  He  was  discharged  May  28,  1919.  Since  then  he  has  con¬ 
tinued  his  work  in  Barron.  He  is  much  interested  in  the  modern  movements 
toward  higher  physical  standards,  and  is  doing  valued  work  as  assistant 
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surgeon  in  the  United  States  public  health  service.  As  an  ex-soldier  he  takes 
an  active  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  Ben  Brown  post  of  the  Amerian  Legion,  at 
Barron,  and  served  as  its  first  commander,  getting  the  post  well  established 
before  his  term  expired.  Fraternally,  Dr.  Coleman  is  a  thirty-second  degree 
Mason  and  a  Shriner,  belonging  to  Tripoli  Temple,  A.  A.  O.  N.  M.  S.,  at  Mil¬ 
waukee.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  local  lodges  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and 
the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  He  was  married,  June  8,  1898,  to  Bessie  P. 
Post,  who  was  born  at  Avoca,  Wis.,  Sept.  17,  1875,  daughter  of  DeWitt  and 
Helen  (Kinzie)  Post.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Coleman  have  two  children:  Edwin  Dewitt, 
born  March  16,  1899,  in  Thompson,  N.  D.;  graduated  from  the  Barron  High 
school  in  1917  and  from  the  engineering  department  of  the  University  of 
Wisconsin  in  1922.  Harry  Clark,  born  May  12,  1910,  is  now  a  pupil  in  the 
public  schools.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Episcopal  church. 

James  Bracklin,  one  of  the  founders  of  Barron  County,  was  born  in  Aroo- 
stock  County,  Maine,  and  came  west  in  1850.  In  1858  he  entered  the  employ 
of  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  In  1868  he  took  up  other  work,  but  in  1876  re-engaged 
with  them,  and  took  charge  of  their  extensive  interests  at  Rice  Lake.  At  one 
time  he  had  some  2,000  men  in  his  employ.  He  occupied  several  county  offices 
in  the.  early  days,  and  in  the  city  served  as  mayor,  as  chairman  of  the  school 
board  and  in  other  capacities.  He  died  several  years  ago.  In  1868  he  mar¬ 
ried  Julia  Vance,  who  died  in  1886,  leaving  five  children.  In  1887  he  married 
Minnie  Russell,  also  now  deceased,  by  whom  he  had  two  children. 

Jerome  Franklin  Coe,  one  of  the  founders  of  Barron  County,  and  for  many 
years  a  dominant  influence  in  its  affairs,  was  born  in  Dixon,  Illinois,  May  17, 
1852,  and  died  at  Barron,  Wis.,  in  August,  1895.  He  studied  law  in  Chicago, 
and  after  his  admission  to  the  bar,  caine  to  Barron  in  1879  and  continued  in 
the  active  practice  of  his  profession  until  incapacitated  by  ill  health  shortly 
before  his  death.  In  1885  he  and  his  brother,  Clinton  D.  Coe,  established  the 
Bank  of  C.  D.  and  J.  F.  Coe,  which  was  the  first  bank  in  Barron,  the  second  in 
the  county.  In  1887  this  was  incorporated  as  the  Bank  of  Barron.  In  1887, 
with  F.  B.  Kinsley,  he  drafted  the  charter  incorporating  the  City  of  Barron. 
He  was  elected  the  first  municipal  judge  of  Barron  County  when  the  court  was 
created,  and  held  that  office  twelve  years.  He  started  the  first  set  of  abstract 
books  in  Barron  County,  the  set  being  still  operated  by  the  Barron  County 
Abstract  Company.  He  was  a  charter  member  and  an  early  master  of  Barron 
Lodge,  No.  220,  F.  and  A.  M.  He  was  also  one  of  the  early  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  This  brief  mention  merely  touches  the  high 
points  in  his  life.  His  story  is  woven  in  the  warp  and  woof  of  Barron  County 
history.  Judge  Coe  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  county,  a  lawyer  of  un¬ 
usual  ability,  a  man  of  unusual  character  and  worth,  interested  and  active  in 
the  development  of  town  and  county  and  in  all  public  affairs.  His  influence 
will  long  be  a  potent  force  for  good.  The  home  which  he  built  shortly  before 
his  death,  a  model  of  comfort  and  good  taste,  is  now  operated  by  Drs.  H.  M. 
Coleman  and  C.  C.  Post  as  a  hospital.  Judge  Coe  was  married  in  1880  to  Ada 
M.  Leach,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Julia  (Post)  Leach.  He  is  survived  by  one 
son,  Jerome  H.  Coe,  vice-president  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Madison, 
Wisconsin. 

Clarence  C.  Coe,  of  Barron,  a  prominent  member  of  the  legal  profession, 
well  known  throughout  the  county,  was  born  on  a  farm  in  Whiteside  County, 
Illinois,  near  the  City  of  Sterling,  Jan.  4,  1864,  son  of  Jonathan  F.  and  Sarah  L. 
(Murray)  Coe.  His  parental  ancestry  in  America  has  been  traced  back  to  the 
year  1631,  when  the  first  Coe  arrived  in  New  England  among  the  early  Puri¬ 
tan  settlers.  Mr.  Coe’s  mother  was  of  Irish  ancestry,  and  was  born  in  this 
country  in  1838.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jonathan  F.  Coe  were  among  the  early  set¬ 
tlers  in  Whiteside  County,  Illinois.  Both  are  now  deceased.  The  subject  of 
this  sketch  spent  his  first  twenty  years  on  his  parents’  farm  in  that  county, 
and  was  graduated  from  the  high  school  at  Sterling,  Ill.,  in  1884.  In  June  of 
the  same  year  he  came  to  Barron,  Wis.,  and  entered  the  law  office  of  his  cousin, 
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Jerome  F.  Coe,  under  whose  mentorship  he  began  the  study  of  law.  With  him 
he  remained  until  the  fall  of  1887,  at  which  time  he  became  a  student  in  the 
law  department  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin  at  Madison.  Graduated  from 
the  University  in  June,  1888,  in  the  same  year  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  and 
began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Barron,  where  he  has  since  remained. 
In  the  fall  of  1888,  Mr.  Coe  was  elected  district  attorney  and  continued  in  that 
office  for  the  regular  term  of  two  years.  In  1892  he  became  municipal  judge,  a 
position  which  he  held  for  eight  years.  In  1918  he  was  elected  on  the  Republi¬ 
can  ticket  as  a  member  of  the  Wisconsin  Assembly,  in  which  he  served  one 
term.  In  1920  he  was  a  candidate  for  renomination,  but  was  defeated  by 
John  L.  Dahl,  the  Non-partisan  candidate,  and  is  now  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  his  profession  in  Barron.  On  Sept.  1,  1888,  Clarence  C.  Coe  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Claudia  M.  Smith,  who  was  born  on  a  farm  at  Shell  Lake,  Iowa, 
May  14,  1866,  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Mary  G.  (Cunningham)  Smith,  and 
who  had  come  with  her  parents  to  Barron,  Wis.,  when  12  years  old.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Coe  are  the  parents  of  two  children:  Lawrence  S.,  born  July  22,  1890, 
and  Ruth  L.,  born  Sept.  18,  1895.  Lawrence  S.  was  graduated  from  the  Bar¬ 
ron  High  School  in  1907  from  the  University  of  Wisconsin,  with  the  B.  A.  de¬ 
gree,  in  1911,  and  from  the  law  department  of  that  University,  with  the  -LL.  B. 
degree,  in  1913.  Since  being  admitted  to  the  bar  he  has  been  engaged  in  law 
practice  at  Rice  Lake,  Wis.  He  married  Ethel  Harmon  and  he  and  his  wife 
are  the  parents  of  two  children,  Robert  H.  and  Elizabeth  Jane.  Ruth  Coe  was 
graduated  from  the  Barron  High  School  in  1913,  and  from  the  University  of 
Minnesota,  with  the  B.  A.  degree,  in  1918.  She  later  graduated  as  any  army 
nurse  from  the  Walter  Reed  Hospital  at  Washington,  D.  C.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coe 
and  their  children  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  for  a 
number  of  years  he  has  been  a  trustee  of  the  church  of  that  denomination  in 
Barron.  Fraternally,  he  belongs  to  Lodge  No.  220,  F.  and  A.  M.,  and  to  Camp 
No.  1268,  M.  W.  A.,  both  of  Barron,  of  the  latter  of  which  he  is  a  charter 
member. 

Arthur  E.  Coe,  a  prominent  citizen  of  Barron,  where  for  a  number  of 
years  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law,  was  born  at  Sterling,  Ill., 
Nov.  2,  1866,  son  of  Jonathan  F.  and  Sarah  L.  (Murray)  Coe.  He  was  gradu¬ 
ated  as  a  Bachelor  of  Science  from  the  University  of  Wisconsin  in  the  class  of 
1896,  and  in  the  following  year  was  admitted  to  the  bar  after  examination  by 
the  state  board,  having  previously  studied  law  in  the  office  of  his  brother, 
Clarence  C.  Coe.  Since  then  he  has  successfully  practiced  his  profession  in 
Barron,  where  for  several  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  school  board.  He 
was  married  July  7,  1897,  to  Emma  Buckmaster,  who  was  born  in  Fayette,  La¬ 
fayette  County,  Wis.,  July  5,  1867,  the  daughter  of  Benjamin  F.  and  Alsaida 
(Cook)  Buckmaster.  Of  this  union  five  children  have  been  born:  Orpha,  Sep¬ 
tember  6,  1898;  Ora  E.,  Jan.  26,  1901;  Wayne  W.,  March  27,  1904;  Caryl  F., 
Dec.  23,  1905;  and  Florence  I.,  March  26,  1907.  Orpha  was  graduated  from  the 
Barron  High  School  in  June,  1916,  and  from  the  University  of  Wisconsin  in 
June,  1920,  receiving  the  B.  A.  degree.  She  is  now  employed  by  the  Railroad 
Commission  at  Madison.  Ora  E.  is  a  student  at  the  University  of  Wis¬ 
consin.  Wayne  W.  and  Florence  I.  are  attending  the  Barron  schools.  Mr. 
Coe  and  his  family  are  affiliated  religiously  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  Barron,  of  which  he  has  been  a  member  for  a  number  of  years,  hav¬ 
ing  also  been  active  in  Sunday  School  work. 

Harvey  John  Sill  was  born  in  Bethany,  Genesse  county,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  23, 
1823,  the  third  son  of  John  Sill,  born  in  Lyme,  New  London  county,  Conn.,  Dec. 
29,  1790,  and  died  May  27,  1869;  and  grandson  of  Thomas  Sill,  born  at  Lyme, 
Conn.,  Aug.  25,  1717,  who  was  killed  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  The  founder 
of  the  family  in  America  was  John  Sill,  who  came  from  Lyme,  England,  to 
Cambridge,  Mass.,  in  1637  and  died  before  1653.  In  the  early  years  following, 
the  family  settled  at  and  formed  the  town  of  Lyme,  Conn.,  naming  it  after  their 
native  home  in  England.  John  Sill,  father  of  Harvey  John  Sill  the  subject  of 
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this  sketch,  left  Lyme,  Conn.,  in  the  early  part  of  the  19th  century,  settling  at 
Bethany,  N.  Y.,  where  Harvey  John  Sill  was  born.  Later  he  removed  to  the 
town  of  Alden,  Erie  county,  where  he  had  purchased  a  tract  of  heavily  tim¬ 
bered  land,  which,  with  the  help  of  his  sons,  he  cleared  and  developed  into  a 
productive  farm  and  on  which  he  continued  to  live  until  he  died.  On  this  farm 
Harvey  John  Sill  lived  until  he  became  twenty-one  years  of  age.  His  education 
was  such  as  the  boys  of  his  time  obtained  at  the  country  schools,  supplemented 
by  attendance  for  a  time  at  the  Bethany  academy.  Early  in  life  he  caught  the 
"Westward  Ho"  spirit  and,  against  the  advice  of  his  father,  in  1844  left  for 
Wisconsin,  first  settling  at  Kenosha.  The  money  for  his  transportation  was 
earned  by  sowing,  reaping  and  threshing  by  hand  a  small  field  of  oats,  marketed 
at  12 %  cents  per  bushel.  Arriving  at  Kenosha  he  engaged  in  teaching 
school,  working  at  carpenter  work  and  contracting.  During  the  fall  months  he 
developed  trade  of  considerable  proportions  in  buying  fruit,  especially  peaches 
in  Michigan,  shipping  by  boat  to  Wisconsin  lake  ports.  About  1847  he  married 
Miranda  Foster,  and  the  following  year  removed  to  Arlington,  Columbia 
county,  Wis.,  at  the  time  the  state  was  admitted  to  the  Union,  and  had  thrown 
Empire  Prairie  open  to  settlement  at  $1.25  per  acre.  He  soon  became  one  of 
the  prominent  characters  of  the  county,  helped  to  organize  the  town  in  which 
he  lived,  was  justice  of  the  peace  and  chairman  of  his  town.  For  several 
years  previous,  he  had  been  a  great  student  of  Blackstone  and  reader  of 
Kent,  and  while  developing  his  new  farm,  continued  assiduously  the  study  of 
law,  for  which  he  had  a  great  liking,  and  in  the  fifties  was  admitted  to  the 
bar.  He  was  noted  for  his  energy,  courage,  honesty  and  intelligence  and 
generosity,  and  although  deeply  engrossed  in  farming  and  other  enterprises, 
he  continued  his  practice  of  law.  In  1862  he  removed  to  Poynette,  in  the  same 
county,  engaging  in  general  merchandise,  operating  flouring  mills,  etc.  He 
came  to  Barron  county  in  1872,  soon  after  the  county  was  organized.  He  at 
once  took  up  a  government  homestead  of  160  acres  in  the  present  town  of 
Sumner,  near  Canton,  and  began  the  work  of  making  his  home  there.  He  was 
the  first  to  engage  in  dairying  to  any  extent  in  those  pioneer  days  and  had  the 
distinction  of  making  the  first  cheese  in  the  county.  In  1873  he  was  elected 
county  judge,  holding  court  at  Barron  the  first  of  each  month;  was  re-elected 
to  four  successive  terms,  and  moved  to  Barron,  the  county  seat,  in  1880.  In 
1882  he  was  elected  district  attorney,  serving  the  county  efficiently  for  two 
terms.  As  a  lawyer  Judge  Sill  was  particularly  strong  in  drawing  legal  docu¬ 
ments  and  seldom  had  any  papers  quashed  in  court.  During  these  years  he 
held  various  school  offices  in  township  and  village,  and  being  of  wide  education, 
his  services  were  of  great  value.  During  the  eighties  the  Soo  Line  and  Omaha 
railway  were  built  through  the  county  and  in  conjunction  with  his  other  various 
duties,  he  did  considerable  contracting,  building  the  railroad  stations  at 
Barron,  Canton,  Cameron,  Weyerhauser,  as  well  as  the  first  schoolhouse  in 
Barron.  The  most  of  his  time,  however,  was  given  to  the  attention  of  his  law 
practice,  which  he  continued  till  his  death,  March  23,  1900,  being  76%  years 
old.  His  first  wife  died  in  Poynette  in  1867,  and  of  their  children  two  sons  are 
still  living,  Edwin  Walter,  residing  at  Canton,  this  county,  and  William 
Howard,  at  Marinette,  Wis.  In  1871  he  married  Elizabeth  Gee,  who,  with  their 
two  daughters,  Katie  E.  and  Jessie  M.  (now  Mrs.  K.  E.  Thompson)  still  reside 
in  Barron.  Judge  Sill  (he  was  always  called  judge)  was  a  man  of  profound 
Christian  character.  From  this  fealty  he  never  swerved.  Reared  under  the 
strictest  of  Presbyterian  curriculum  his  faith  was  well  rooted,  and  yet  he 
was  very  liberal  with  all  men.  There  being  no  church  of  his  early  faith  in  this 
new  county,  he  at  once  identified  himself  with  the  Methodist  church  and  was 
an  active  member  in  both  church  and  Sunday  school  work  during  his  life. 
Judge  Sill  was  one  of  the  real  pioneers  and  founders  of  Barron  County.  It  is 
safe  to  say  the  county  did  not  contain  to  exceed  600  people,  exclusive  of  Indians, 
when  the  judge,  with  a  small  colony  from  Poynette,  located  here.  Eau  Claire 
was  the  nearest  railroad  station.  The  judge  was  one  of  the  county’s  most 
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prominent  and  influential  citizens  and  his  name  is  inseparably  connected  with 
nearly  four  decades  of  its  early  progress  and  growth.  He  was  a  man  of  varied 
talents,  a  natural  leader  of  men,  and  as  an  agriculturist,  mechanical  genius, 
attorney,  educator  and  judge,  he  performed  well  his  part  in  all  the  activities 
of  life.  He  was  an  excellent  citizen,  a  loyal  friend,  an  ideal  family  man.  His 
character  and  intellectual  gifts  won  the  admiration  and  respect  of  all.  He  was 
a  true  gentleman  and  left  his  impress  on  the  character  of  those  of  his  profession 
and  on  all  the  citizens  of  the  county,  and  his  memory  will  be  cherished  so  long 
as  the  early  days  of  the  county  are  remembered. 

Clinton  A.  Boardman,  pioneer,  inventor,  and  founder  of  Boardman,  St. 
Croix  county,  Wisconsin,  was  born  in  Vermont,  and  as  a  young  man  married 
Margaret  A.  Spence,  a  native  of  Canada.  They  came  West  in  the  fifties  and 
settled  in  St.  Croix  county,  this  state,  where  was  started  the  village  which 
now  bears  his  name.  He  farmed  and  had  a  saw  mill  and  grist  mill.  In  his  saw 
mill  he  invented  and  manufactured  the  Boardman  extension  ladder,  which 
became  known  and  used  all  over  the  country  and  which  is  the  model  upon 
which  all  modern  extension  ladders  are  built.  He  is  now  dead,  and  his  wife  is 
still  living.  In  the  family  there  were  nine  children.  Ellen  is  the  wife  of 
William  Stevens  of  Glenwood,  this  state.  Stephen  C.  is  secretary  and  Grant  C., 
head  miller,  of  the  New  Richmond  Roller  Mills  Co.,  New  Richmond,  Wis.  John 
C.  is  a  traveling  salesman  living  at  Tacoma,  Wash.  Isabell  is  the  wife  of 
J.  T.  Lightfoot,  living  at  Glenwood,  Wis.  Raymond  C.  is  a  business  man  of 
Barron,  Wis.  Samuel  C.  is  a  traveling  salesman  living  at  Glenwood  City. 

Raymond  C.  Boardman,  manager  of  the  “Daylight  Store,”  one  of  the  lead¬ 
ing  business  houses  of  Barron,  was  born  at  Boardman,  St.  Croix  county,  Wis¬ 
consin,  Oct.  5,  1876,  the  son  of  Clinton  A.  and  Margaret  A.  (Spence)  Boardman, 
the  pioneers.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm  in  his  native  village  and  attended  the 
rural  schools  there.  His  first  business  experience  was  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
years,  when  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Johnson  Brothers,  in  their  flouring 
mill  at  Boardman.  In  1900  he  went  to  Glenwood,  in  his  native  county,  and 
became  a  clerk  in  the  “White  Store”  there.  Here  he  became  thoroughly 
familiar  with  all  departments  of  the  general  mercantile  business  in  a  rural 
community,  and  was  widly  regarded  as  a  most  excellent  salesman  of  affable 
bearing,  honest  dealing,  and  alert  ability.  In  1913  he  went  back  to  Boardman, 
and  in  partnership  with  Frank  P.  Davis,  conducted  a  general  store  for  two 
years.  Then  he  sold  out  to  his  partner  and  moved  to  Bruce,  in  Rusk  county, 
where  he  was  employed  in  the  mercantile  business.  There  he  became  a  promi¬ 
nent  citizen  and  served  with  distinction  for  one  term  as  a  member  of  the 
village  board.  But  he  was  constantly  hearing  of  the  wonderful  progress  being 
made  in  Barron  county  and  of  the  possibilities  of  Barron  city  as  a  business 
center.  Accordingly,  in  1918  he  came  to  Barron  and  took  charge  of  his  present 
establishment.  His  success  was  apparent  from  the  start.  Born  in  the  neigh¬ 
boring  county  he  is  familiar  with  rural  conditions  and  the  needs  of  the  agricul¬ 
tural  community,  his  long  experience  has  rendered  him  an  expert  in  buying 
under  the  most  advantageous  circumstances  and  selling  at  the  most  reasonable 
prices.  He  has  the  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  has  business  dealings; 
he  is  well  liked  by  his  friends,  and  as  a  citizen  he  stands  high.  Fraternally,  he 
has  been  much  interested  in  Masonry  and  he  is  now  giving  good  service  as 
secretary  of  Barron  lodge,  No.  220,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  Politically,  he  is  a  strong 
prohibitionist  and  has  lived  to  see  his  hopes  realized  in  a  dry  country  and  an 
enfranchised  womanhood,  the  two  principal  planks  of  his  party  platform.  He 
and  his  wife  have  a  hospitable  home,  and  delight  in  keeping  open  house  to 
their  friends  and  their  children's  friends,  and  both  occupy  a  pleasant  position 
in  the  social  circles  in  which  they  move.  Mr.  Boardman  was  married  at  Glen¬ 
wood  City,  St.  Croix  county,  Wis.,  to  Bessie  L.  Evans,  the  daughter  of  William 
and  Mary  (MacGuire)  Evans,  early  settlers  of  that  place.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Boardman  have  three  children:  Howard  Coit  was  born  at  Glenwood,  May 
8,  1903,  and  is  a  graduate  of  the  Barron  High  school.  Marian  E.  was  born 
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June  4,  1913,  at  Boardman,  and  is  now  attending  the  public  schools.  Helen 
Virginia  was  born  at  Bruce,  Jan.  31,  1918.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boardman  are  active 
in  the  affairs  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

Thomas  J.  Thompson,  proprietor  of  a  garage  and  a  Ford  sales  and  service 
station  at  Barron,  which  city  he  has  served  six  years  as  mayor,  was  born 
on  a  farm  in  Green  county,  Wisconsin,  April  22,  1873,  son  of  Andrew  and 
Bertha  (Johnson)  Thompson.  The  parents  were  natives  of  Norway,  whence 
the  mother  came  to  this  country  in  1868  and  the  father  in  1869.  They  became 
acquainted  with  each  other  in  Green  county,  Wisconsin,  where  they  were 
married  in  June,  1872.  In  the  following  year  they  bought  a  farm  in  Polk 
county  and  engaged  in  agriculture.  There  Mrs.  Bertha  Thompson  died  in 
March,  1911.  After  his  wife’s  death,  Andrew  Thompson  sold  the  farm,  in  1914, 
and  removed  to  Cameron,  Barron  county,  where  he  is  now  living.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Andrew  Thompson  had  ten  children:  Thomas  J.,  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Albert,  now  of  Bellfield,  N.  D.;  Melvin,  of  Ladysmith,  Wis.;  Edwin,  of  New 
Richmond,  Wis.;  Gena,  now  Mrs.  George  Christenson,  of  Exeland,  Wis.;  Elmer, 
of  Chippewa  Falls;  Ida,  of  Exeland;  Mabel,  wife  of  Charles  Allen,  of  Cameron, 
Barron  county;  Edna,  of  Spooner,  Wis.,  and  Emma,  who  died  in  infancy. 
Thomas  J.  Thompson  attended  common  school  in  Polk  county  up  to  the  age  of 
fourteen,  when  he  began  work  as  cook  in  lumber  camps  in  the  woods,  an 
occupation  which  he  followed  during  the  cutting  season  for  four  years,  the 
rest  of  the  time  working  on  the  home  farm.  Then  going  to  New  Richmond,  St. 
Croix  county,  Wis.,  he  entered  the  employ  of  F.  L.  Bosworth,  hardware  mer¬ 
chant,  with  whom  he  remained  one  year.  For  two  years  after  that  he  was  in 
the  employ  ftf  C.  H.  Todd,  jeweler  of  the  same  place,  with  whom  he  learned 
watch  repairing.  In  1894  he  opened  a  jewelry  store  at  Amery,  Polk  county, 
Wis.,  and  conducted  it  for  three  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  moved  his 
stock  to  Cameron,  Barron  county,  and  established  a  business  there.  While 
still  residing  there  he  opened  another  store  in  Barron  in  1898  and  one  in  Bruce, 
Rusk  county,  in  1900.  The  Bruce  business  he  disposed  of  in  1910  and  the 
Cameron  business  in  January,  1916,  while  he  sold  his  Barron  store  and  business 
in  1920.  In  August,  1916,  Mr.  Thompson  became  Ford  representative  in  Barron 
for  the  Ford  cars,  tractors  and  trucks,  also  carrying  a  variety  of  machinery 
and  implements,  such  as  plows,  discs  and  ensillage  cutters ;  also  a  full  line  of 
tires  and  automobile  parts,  his  territory  extending  over  a  part  of  Barron 
county.  In  1919  he  built  a  tile  garage,  60  by  120  feet  in  ground  dimensions, 
and  in  1921  a  modern  sales  and  display  room  of  the  same  size,  with  a  full  base¬ 
ment,  the  building  being  of  one  story  and  solid  brick  construction.  He  also 
for  two  years  operated  a  Ford  sales  and  service  station  at  Ladysmith,  Wis.,  as 
a  partner  in  the  Thompson  &  Drake  Auto  Co.,  his  interest  in  which  he  sold  to 
his  partner  Jan.  1,  1921.  March  1,  1921,  he  bought  a  garage  at  Osceola  where 
he  operates  a  Ford  garage  and  sales  service.  He  has  already  a  good  trade 
and  is  building  up  a  flourishing  business.  Mr.  Thompson  is  a  Mason  of  high 
degree,  belonging  to  the  Blue  lodge,  No.  220,  in  Barron;  also  to  the  Chapter 
at  Rice  Lake,  the  Commandery  at  Chippewa  Falls,  the  Consistory  at  Milwaukee, 
Wis.,  and  to  Tripoli  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine  at  Milwaukee.  He  also 
belongs  to  the  Odd  Fellows’  Lodge  in  which  he  has  filled  the  chairs,  and  the 
lodges  of  Knights  of  Pythias,  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  Maccabees  and 
Beavers,  all  in  Barron.  Politically  a  Republican,  he  served  the  city  of  Barron 
as  mayor  from  1914  to  1920.  On  Feb.  19,  1896,  Mr.  Thompson  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Ida  L.  Turner,  a  native  of  Polk  county,  Wisconsin,  and 
daughter  of  Paul  and  Charity  (Babcock)  Turner,  later  residents  of  Amery, 
Wis.  The  children  of  this  union  are  as  follows:  Aurie  May,  born  Dec.  23, 
1896.  who  graduated  from  the  Barron  High  school  and  is  now  Mrs.  Clyde 
Walsh  of  Barron;  Leah  Bertine,  born  Nov.  3,  1902,  who  graduated  from  the 
Barron  High  school;  Fern  Marie,  born  April  27,  1907,  who  is  a  student  in  the 
high  school;  Sidney  Thomas,  born  Feb.  18,  1900,  who  died  in  infancy,  and 
Wayne  Vernon,  born  Sept.  15,  1910.  Mr.  Thompson  was  reared  in  the  Lutheran 
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faith,  but  he  and  his  family  are  now  affiliated  with  the  Episcopal  church  in 
Barron. 

Nels  O.  Strand,  a  well  known  and  respected  citizen  of  Barron  where  he 
is  living,  retired  after  a  career  devoted  chiefly  to  mercantile  pursuits,  was 
born  in  the  eastern  part  of  Norway  Nov.  10,  1861,  son  of  Ole  and  Hendricka 
(Jensen)  Strand.  The  father  died  in  1862,  the  year  after  the  birth  of  his  son 
Nels,  and  the  mother  in  1891.  They  had  ten  children,  of  whom  six  are  now 
living,  including  Jens  0.,  the  eldest,  who  is  still  in  Norway.  The  other  sur¬ 
vivors,  who  are  all  in  Menomonie,  Wis.,  except  Nels,  are:  Andrew  0.,  Ole  0., 
Anna  0.  (wife  of  B.  0.  Gordon),  Nieoline  0.  (wife  of  Martin  Quarum),  and  Nels 
0.,  of  Barron.  Those  who  are  deceased  are:  Martha,  who  died  in  Norway; 
Nels,  who  was  drowned  in  Norway;  Kari,  who  was  the  wife  of  Ole  Loken  of 
Menomonie,  and  John  0.,  who  resided  in  Abercrombie,  N.  D.  Nels  0.  Strand, 
who  acquired  his  education  in  the  common  schools  in  his  native  land,  came  to 
America  in  his  nineteenth  year,  locating  at  Menomonie,  Wis.,  where  he  entered 
the  employ  of  the  Knapp-Stout  Lumber  Co.  The  first  winter  he  spent  in  camp 
north  of  Almena,  Barron  county,  but  remained  with  the  lumber  company 
only  a  year,  after  which  for  three  years  he  was  in  the  employ  of  a  meat  com¬ 
pany  in  Menomonie.  He  then  became  a  partner  in  the  firm  of  Strand  Bros., 
continuing  as  such  up  to  1888,  when  he  sold  his  interest  to  his  brother  Andrew 
and  became  a  partner  with  H.  C.  Nelson  in  the  firm  of  Nelson  &  Strand, 
meat  dealers,  at  Rice  Lake,  where  he  remained  until  1897.  Then  selling  his 
interest  to  Mr.  Nelson,  Mr.  Strand  returned  to  Menomonie  and  engaged  alone 
in  the  jewelry  business,  being  thus  occupied  until  1900,  when  he  sold  out  and 
on  January  1,  that  year,  came  to  Barron.  Here  he  bought  a  half  interest  in 
a  mercantile  business  with  K.  E.  Thompson  with  whom  he  was  associated  until 
1907,  in  the  summer  of  which  year  the  firm  closed  out  their  mercantile  business 
and  devoted  themselves  to  the  buying  and  packing  of  leaf  tobacco,  which 
for  some  time  previous  had  been  a  branch  of  their  general  business.  Of  this 
Mr.  Strand  had  full  charge  up  to  1912  when  the  business  was  closed  out.  Mr. 
Strand  then  bought  tobacco  for  the  A.  Husse  Co.  of  Chicago  (buyers)  until  the 
fall  of  1918  when  he  retired  after  acquiring  a  competence,  except  that  he 
occasionally  handles  real  estate.  He  is  a  stockholder  and  director  in  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Barron  and  owns  a  good  residence  in  the  city.  Mr. 
Strand  was  married  July  10,  1900,  to  Marien  Barbo,  who  was  born  in  the 
northern  part  of  Norway,  Dec.  21,  1871,  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Ingre  (Oium) 
Barbo.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Strand  are  the  parents  of  two  children :  Olaf  Archibald, 
born  Nov.  30,  1902,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the  Barron  High  school,  and  Lenore 
Harriett,  born  Dec.  12,  1916.  Mr.  Strand  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and 
he  and  his  family  are  members  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  church,  which  he 
has  served  as  treasurer  for  the  last  eight  years.  Mrs.  Strand  came  to  this 
country  with  her  parents  when  a  babe,  the  family  settling  in  Menomonie,  Wis., 
in  1880.  From  there  they  moved  to  North  Dakota.  Both  parents  are  now 
deceased.  In  addition  to  their  daughter  Marien,  they  had  a  son  Albert  R., 
born  in  Menomonie,  who  died  April  12,  1920.  The  death  of  Andrew  Barbo, 
Mrs.  Strand’s  father,  occurred  April  12,  1920,  and  that  of  Mrs.  Barbo  Oct. 
9,  1919. 

Otto  Berg,  retired  saw  mill  man  and  merchant  of  Barron,  was  born  in 
Norway,  Sept.  16,  1841,  son  of  Martin  and  Martha  (Lee)  Berg,  who  spent 
their  lives  in  Norway,  the  former  dying  in  1886  and  the  latter  in  1885.  Otto 
Berg  received  his  education  in  Norway,  and  there  clerked  in  a  store  until 
1868.  In  that  year  he  came  to  America  and  settled  in  Iowa,  the  next  year  he 
located  in  Wisconsin  and  with  headquarters  in  Chippewa  county  worked  in 
saw  mills  and  in  the  woods.  In  1878  he  started  a  general  store  at  Bloomer, 
Wis.  He  built  a  sawmill  at  Hawthorn,  Wis.,  in  1880,  and  two  years  later  one 
at  Lake  Newbagmer.  It  was  in  1902  that  he  came  to  Barron  and  under  the 
firm  name  of  Berg  Brothers  &  Company  erected  a  building  and  opened  a  depart¬ 
ment  store,  which  he  conducted  until  1918.  In  that  year  he  bought  the  flour 
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mill  at  Barron  which  he  operated  for  two  years,  after  which  he  sold  to  the  city 
of  Barron.  He  helped  to  organize  the  First  National  Bank  of  Barron  of  which 
he  is  now  vice-president.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  Mr.  Berg  has  made  no 
less  than  six  trips  to  Norway,  thus  crossing  the  ocean  thirteen  times.  At  one 
time  he  owned  1,800  acres  of  timber  land  in  that  country.  He  has  also  been  the 
owner  of  considerable  real  estate  in  Barron  county,  including  two  good  farms. 
Mr.  Berg  is  one  of  those  men  who  have  gained  success  in  life  entirely  by 
their  own  efforts.  Starting  his  career  as  a  poor  boy  he  has  worked  hard  and 
by  native  ability,  shrewdness  and  application  has  established  for  himself 
a  position  as  a  leader  among  his  fellow  men.  He  is  a  useful  citizen  in  every 
respect  and  is  highly  regarded  by  all  who  know  him.  Mr.  Berg  was  married 
Oct.  20,  1872,  to  Mary  Johnson,  who  was  born  in  Norway  Oct.  20,  1854,  daughter 
of  Hans  and  Mary  Johnson,  natives  of  Norway,  who  came  to  America  in  1855. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Berg  have  two  children:  Herman,  born  June  6,  1875,  who  now 
lives  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  Martin,  born  June  2,  1881,  who  is  in  the  automobile 
business  in  Barron. 

George  A.  Garret,  manager  of  the  Lampert  Lumber  company’s  plant  at 
Barron,  Wisconsin,  assumed  charge  of  their  plant  March  15,  1916,  coming  here 
from  Courtenay,  N.  D.  The  Lampert  Lumber  company  operate  85  yards,  five 
of  which  are  in  Wisconsin,  three  in  Barron  county,  viz.:  Barron,  Rice  Lake 
and  Dallas.  They  handle  a  general  line  of  building  materials  and  the  con¬ 
cern  is  one  of  the  largest  and  most  important  in  Barron.  Mr.  Garrett  has 
gained  a  local  reputation  as  a  good  business  man  and  useful  citizen.  Politic¬ 
ally  he  is  a  Republican  with  independent  tendencies.  His  fraternal  affilia¬ 
tions  are  with  Masonic  Blue  Lodge,  Barron  No.  220;  Pekegema  Chapter  No. 
67,  R.  A.  M.,  of  Rice  Lake,  Wis.,  and  the  Knight  Templars  of  Spooner,  Wis.  He 
owns  a  modern  residence  on  Fifth  street  in  what  is  known  as  the  Krahenbuhl 
Addition  to  the  City  of  Barron.  Mr.  Garrett  was  married  Nov.  6,  1907,  to 
Minnie  M.  Knight  of  Wessington  Springs,  S.  D.  Mrs.  Garrett  is  a  Past  Worthy 
Matron  of  the  Barron  Chapter  of  the  Eastern  Star,  also  a  member  of  Chapter 

D. ,  P.  E.  O.,  of  Wessington  Springs,  S.  D. 

Azro  I.  Hulbert,  formerly  sheriff  of  Barron  county,  and  for  a  short  time 
previous  to  his  death  game  warden  of  19  northern  counties  of  Wisconsin,  was 
born  in  La  Crosse  county,  this  state,  May  28,  1862,  son  of  Ira  and  Jane  (Cram) 
Hulbert.  His  parents,  who  were  farmers,  were  natives  of  Vermont  and  of 
Scotch  and  English  ancestry.  Azro  I.  grew  up  on  their  farm  in  La  Crosse 
county  and  was  educated  in  the  district  school.  His  early  years  after  arriving 
at  early  manhood  were  spent  in  agricultural  pursuits.  On  March  8,  1883,  he 
was  married  in  his  native  county  to  Martha  Ketchum,  and  somewhat  over 
five  years  later,  in  November,  1888,  he  came  with  his  family  to  Barron,  Wis., 
where  he  engaged  in  the  pump  business.  In  that  occupation  he  continued  for 
fifteen  years,  or  until  1903,  in  which  year  he  was  appointed  deputy  state  game 
warden,  in  which  office  he  served  until  Feb.  25,  1916.  He  was  then  appointed 
by  Governor  Philips  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of  Mat  Olson,  sheriff  of  Barron 
county,  who  had  been  shot,  and  served  as  such  until  the  first  Monday  in 
January,  1917,  when  he  was  appointed  supervisor  of  game  wardens  for  nine¬ 
teen  of  the  northen  counties  of  the  state  in  which  office  he  served  until  his 
death  on  Sept.  27,  1918.  In  politics  Mr.  Hulbert  was  always  a  Republican. 
He  served  Barron  county  two  terms  as  deputy  sheriff,  and  was  also  for  two 
terms  city  treasurer  at  Barron,  making  a  good  record  in  every  public  office 
of  which  he  was  the  incumbent.  His  fraternal  affiliations  were  with  Birch 
Camp,  M.  W.  A.  He  was  a  man  of  sturdy  type  and  of  proved  integrity  and 
capacity.  He  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  six  children:  Ernie  W.,  born 
Dec.  28,  1884;  Myrtie  E.,  Nov.  13,  1885;  Gird  O.,  May  9,  1887;  Maude  S.,  Nov. 
19,  1889;  Clyde  R.,  Jan.  1,  1896,  and  Olive  F.,  May  29,  1898.  Ernie  W.,  who 
is  proprietor  of  a  poolroom  in  Barron,  was  married  Nov.  29,  1905,  to  Floren¬ 
tine  Smith  of  Cedar  Lake,  this  county,  who  was  born  March  31,  1887.  Myrtie 

E. ,  is  the  wife  of  Herman  F.  Hirt,  a  shoe  merchant  of  Barron,  to  whom  she 
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was  married  June  26,  1906,  at  Barron.  Mr.  Hirt  was  born  at  Newark,  N.  J., 
Oct.  31,  1874.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hirt  have  two  children,  Frederick  Ira,  born  Nov. 
16,  1908,  and  Gerald  Allen,  born  May  26,  1917.  Gird  0.  Hulbert  was  married 
June  9,  1910,  to  Lillian  Ofelt,  who  was  born  Sept.  16,  1895.  He  is  now  serving 
as  deputy  game  warden.  He  and  his  wife  have  one  child,  Dorothy,  born  Dec. 
26,  1914.  Maude  S.  Hulbert  is  now  the  wife  of  Fred  Therow  of  Spokane, 
Wash.,  and  has  one  child,  Dorothy,  born  Nov.  13,  1911.  Clyde  R.  Hulbert, 
who  is  a  resident  of  Barron,  was  married  Nov.  19,  1916,  to  Lillian  Heider  of 
this  city,  and  has  one  child,  Lyle,  who  was  born  June  24,  1917.  Olive  F.  Hul¬ 
bert  is  residing  with  her  mother.  Mr.  Hulbert  was  successful  in  business  and 
left  his  family  well  provided  for.  He  owned  a  farm  of  80  acres  in  Clinton 
township  and  a  residence  on  LaSalle  street.  Barron.  Mrs.  Hulbert  is  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  the  family  is  one  of  good  social  standing. 

John  H.  Johnson,  sheriff  of  Barron  county,  was  born  in  Gefleborgslan, 
Sweden,  son  of  Jonas  and  Anna  (Tall)  Anderson.  He  was  educated  in  a  com¬ 
mon  school  in  his  native  land,  and  at  the  age  of  21  entered  an  agricultural 
school  where,  after  a  course  of  one  year,  he  was  graduated.  His  parents  were 
proprietors  of  an  average  size  but  productive  farm,  to  which  he  returned  after 
his  graduation,  and  which  he  assisted  in  working  until  1881,  when  he  came 
to  America.  He  had  two  older  brothers,  Anders  and  Erick,  and  no  sisters,  and 
when  he  left  home  Erick  took  charge  of  the  farm.  John  H.  Johnson  arrived 
in  Eau  Claire,  Wis.,  in  May,  1881,  direct  from  Sweden.  He  had  but  a  small 
amount  of  money,  but  soon  found  work  at  railroad  grading,  and  being  energetic 
and  enterprising,  he  soon  became  a  contractor  for  such  work,  in  which  he  con¬ 
tinued  for  eight  years.  In  the  spring  of  1890  he  came  to  Barron  county  and 
bought  80  acres  of  wild  land  in  Maple  Grove  township.  Five  acres  had  been 
chopped  and  burned  over,  but  this  constituted  the  only  improvement.  There 
were  no  buildings,  neither  was  there  any  public  road,  and  for  the  first  year  Mr. 
Johnson  lived  on  an  adjoining  40-acre  tract  that  had  a  small  house  on  it.  In 
the  spring  of  1891  he  built  a  frame  house  16  by  24  feet  on  his  land  and  moved 
into  it.  At  various  times  he  added  to  his  original  80  acres  until  he  owned 
220,  of  which  he  improved  90  acres,  letting  the  balance  remain  timber  and 
pasture.  He  also  erected  a  fair  set  of  buildings,  including  a  silo,  and  was  suc¬ 
cessfully  engaged  in  general  farming  and  dairying,  keeping  from  15  to  20 
cows.  He  also  raised  potatoes  extensively.  This  farm,  which  is  located 
nine  miles  southeast  of  Barron  and  six  and  three-quarters  miles  southwest 
of  Cameron,  Mr.  Johnson  still  owns.  Politically  a  Republican,  he  served 
Maple  Grove  township  two  years  as  side  supervisor  and  for  14  years  was 
chairman  of  the  township  board.  He  also  served  some  years  as  clerk  of 
school  district  No.  8  and  as  chairman  of  the  Barron  county  board.  In  1908 
Mr.  Johnson  was  elected  sheriff  of  Barron  county,  taking  office  on  the  first 
Monday  in  1909.  He  served  two  years,  during  which  time  he  resided  in 
Barron.  In  January,  1911,  he  returned  to  his  farm  and  resumed  agriculture, 
remaining  there  until  he  was  appointed  by  the  governor,  Dec.  1,  1917,  as 
sheriff  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of  Hans  Borgen.  He  served  until  July, 
1920,  when,  owing  to  a  legal  technicality  he  was  removed.  In  the  fall  of 
1920  he  became  a  candidate  for  the  office,  and  being  elected,  resumed  its 
duties  in  January,  1921.  His  re-election  evidenced  that  he  had  made  a  good 
record  and  gained  the  confidence  of  the  people  of  the  county.  Mr.  John¬ 
son  was  formerly  a  member  of  Tent  No.  177  of  the  Maccabees  at  Cameron, 
a  lodge  now  gone  out  of  existence.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Norwegian 
Luthem  church  of  Maple  Grove  township,  which  he  served  as  trustee.  On 
Feb.  17,  1884,  Mr.  Johnson  married  Justina  Johnson,  daughter  of  John  O.  and 
Sophia  Johnson  of  Maple  Grove  township.  She  was  born  in  the  province  of 
Dahlsland,  Sweden,  Jan.  9,  1864,  and  came  to  America  with  her  parents  when 
18  years  old,  the  family  settling  at  once  in  Maple  Grove  township,  this  county. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  were  married  in  Eau  Claire,  where  they  began  domestic 
life  together.  They  have  had  nine  children,  of  whom  six  are  now  living,  the 
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full  record  being  as  follows:  Anna  S.,  born  July  4,  1885,  who  died  March  28, 
1917 ;  Elvira,  born  April  22,  1888,  now  Mrs.  Carl  Eng,  of  Barron,  Wis. ;  Arthur, 
born  May  10,  1890,  who  is  residing  in  Barron;  Mabel  0.,  born  July  17,  1892, 
who  married  Henry  Erickson  and  died  in  Alberta,  Canada,  Oct.  24,  1915; 
Esther,  born  March  24,  1895,  who  is  residing  at  home;  Violet,  born  June  24, 
1897,  who  died  in  Barron,  Jan.  28,  1920;  Goldie  E.,  born  Jan.  23,  1900,  resid¬ 
ing  at  home;  Cecil,  born  June  7,  1902,  who  graduated  from  the  Hunt  Business 
College  at  Eau  Claire,  Wis.,  and  is  now  doing  clerical  work  in  the  employ  of 
the  C.  &  N.  W.  Railway  Co.  (Omaha  Division) ;  and  Natila  N.,  born  June  21, 
1904,  who  is  a  student  in  the  Barron  High  school. 

Albert  W.  Arndt,  formerly  engaged  in  agriculture,  but  now  and  for  some 
years  manager  of  the  Barron  Co-operative  Creamery,  was  born  in  Pommern, 
Germany,  Jan.  20,  1853.  At  the  age  of  12  years,  in  1865,  he  came  to  America 
with  his  parents,  making  the  voyage  in  a  sailing  vessel,  and  after  being  out 
of  sight  of  land  for  33  days,  arrived  in  New  York  City,  whence  the  family 
came  on  to  Washington  county,  Wisconsin.  From  there,  after  a  year’s  resi¬ 
dence,  they  moved  to  Calumet  county,  buying  a  farm  near  Appleton.  It  con¬ 
sisted  solely  of  wild  land  when  they  moved  onto  it)  but  they  made  improve¬ 
ments  and  carried  on  the  farm  until  1886,  when  they  sold  it  and  came  to  Bar¬ 
ron  county,  where  they  lived  retired  until  their  death.  Albert  W.  Arndt 
attended  school  in  Germany,  but  had  no  further  opportunity,  as  after  arriv¬ 
ing  in  this  country  his  parents  needed  his  services  on  the  farm.  At  the  age 
of  20  he  left  home  and  for  four  years  worked  out  as  a  farm  hand.  On  Oct. 
20,  1877,  while  working  on  a  farm  near  Owatonna,  Minn.,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Lydia  A.  Alverson,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  Alver- 
son  of  Blue  Earth  county,  Minn.  She  was  born  in  Delaware  county,  New  York, 
Dec.  14,  1854,  and  settled  in  1868  with  her  parents  near  Oxford,  Marquette 
county,  Wis.,  where  the  family  remained  a  short  time  on  a  farm.  From  there 
they  moved  to  Blue  Earth  county,  Minnesota,  where  they  took  another  farm. 
Her  mother  died  about  1868  and  her  father  in  1890.  After  his  marriage  Mr. 
Arndt  continued  for  some  years  to  reside  in  Steele  county,  Minn.,  near  Owa¬ 
tonna,  but  in  the  fall  of  1885  he  moved  with  his  family  to  Barron  county,  Wis¬ 
consin,  and  began  farming  in  Maple  Grove  township  on  320  acres  of  wild  land, 
among  his  first  acts  being  the  erection  of  a  good  eight-room  frame  house  and 
a  substantial  barn.  There  he  followed  agriculture  for  twenty-five  years,  by 
the  end  of  which  time  he  had  cleared  120  acres  and  had  a  good  set  of  buildings. 
In  September,  1910,  he  moved  to  Barron  to  become  manager  of  the  Barron 
Co-operative  Creamery,  a  position  which  he  has  since  retained  and  in  which 
he  has  made  a  good  record.  In  the  spring  of  1920  he  sold  his  farm  to  his  son, 
Fred  M.  He  owns  a  good,  modern  home  on  LaSalle  street,  Barron,  and  he  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  First  Baptist  church,  of  which  he  is  senior  deacon 
and  a  trustee.  Politically  he  is  a  Republican,  and  while  living  in  Maple 
Grove  township  served  in  some  minor  local  offices.  For  a  number  of  years  he 
has  been  in  strong  sympathy  with  the  prohibition  movement.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Arndt  have  been  the  parents  of  four  children :  Edward  G.,  Minnie  E.,  Fred  M., 
and  Ernest  A.  The  first,  Edward  G.,  born  In  Steele  county,  Minn.,  Dec.  8, 
1879,  died  Dec.  27,  1907.  Minnie  E.,  born  in  Steele  county,  Minn.,  Feb.  3, 
1883,  is  the  wife  of  H.  H.  Chapman  of  Barron,  and  has  one  child,  Albert,  who 
is  attending  school.  Fred  M.,  born  in  Steele  county,  July  31,  1885,  and  now 
on  the  home  farm  in  Maple  Grove  township,  Barron  county,  is  married  and 
has  three  children,  Marian,  Bruce  and  Barbara.  Ernest  A.,  born  in  Barron 
county,  March  26,  1888,  is  proprietor  of  a  garage  in  Delisle,  Saskatchewan, 
Canada.  He  is  married  and  has  two  children,  Norine  and  Edward. 

W.  Edward  Gleason,  highway  commissioner  for  Barron  county,  in  which 
office  he  has  now  served  for  three  years,  was  born  on  a  farm  near  Three  Rivers, 
St.  Joseph  county,  Mich.,  Jan.  27,  1878,  son  of  William  C.  and  Elizabeth 
(Morton)  Gleason.  Both  his  parents  were  born  at  Three  Rivers,  Mich.,  the 
father  March  29,  1850,  and  the  mother  Nov.  3,  1855.  They  were  there  married  in 
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August,  1875.  Their  children  were:  Helen,  now  the  wife  of  James  G.  King, 
who  is  in  the  mail  service  at  Bay  City,  Mich.;  W.  Edward,  of  Barron,  Wis., 
and  Jesse  W.,  an  attorney  and  newspaper  publisher  of  Saginaw,  Mich.  When 
W.  Edward  Glea9on  was  five  years  old  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  the 
vicinity  of  Glendive,  Mont.,  where  his  father  became  proprietor  of  a  sheep 
ranch,  and  there  the  family  remained  from  1883  to  1889,  when  they  returned 
to  Three  Rivers,  Mich.  In  the  meanwhile  W.  Edward  had  attended  school, 
and  he  now  entered  the  Three  Rivers  Normal  and  Business  College,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1894.  In  the  fall  of  that  year  he  returned  with 
his  parents  to  Montana,  where  his  father  resumed  sheep  raising,  W.  Edward 
becoming  his  partner.  In  1901  they  sold  their  interests,  and  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  came  to  Cumberland,  Barron  county,  Wis.,  where  for  two  years 
he  was  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  took  up 
general  farming,  buying  400  acres  of  wild  land  in  Lakeland  township,  on 
which  he  began  the  work  of  improvement  by  building  a  residence.  From 
1906  to  1910  he  served  the  township  on  the  board  of  supervisors,  and  again 
from  1913  to  September,  1917,  during  which  latter  period  he  was  chairman 
of  the  board.  He  was  then  appointed  highway  commissioner  for  the  county, 
to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of  S.  S.  Berg,  who  had  resigned,  and  in  November, 
1917,  he  was  elected  to  the  same  office  for  a  term  of  one  year  by  the  county 
board.  In  the  fall  of  1918  he  was  re-elected  for  a  two-year  term.  He  owns 
a  nice  residence  on  Division  street,  Barron,  which  he  has  occupied  since  becom¬ 
ing  highway  commissioner.  Mr.  Gleason  was  married  Dec.  31,  1903,  to  Pearl 
M.  Schultz,  who  was  born  at  Baldwin,  Pierce  county,  Wis.,  May  24,  1880, 
daughter  of  William  and  Clara  (Heasley)  Schultz,  who  later  settled  in  Cum¬ 
berland,  Barron  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gleason  have  had  three  children:  Vir¬ 
ginia,  born  Sept.  30,  1911,  who  died  May  5,  1912;  Marcella,  born  Sept.  7,  1913, 
and  William  R.,  born  Dec.  20,  1916.  Mrs.  Gleason  is  a  member  of  the  Epis¬ 
copal  church,  and  Mr.  Gleason  of  Cumberland  Lodge,  No.  223,  F.  &  A.  M. 
In  politics  he  has  always  been  a  Republican. 

Joseph  Willard  Heffner,  farmer  and  business  man,  was  born  in  Belle 
Fontaine,  Ohio,  Jan.  8,  1860,  son  of  David  and  Ruth  (Shoup)  Heffner.  He 
was  the  second  of  seven  children,  the  others  being:  Francis,  deceased;  Wil¬ 
liam;  Margaret,  deceased;  Minnie;  Wingate,  and  Charles.  David  Heffner 
was  born  in  Johnstown,  Pa.,  in  1832,  of  good  old  Holland  ancestry.  He  came 
to  Prairie  Farm  township,  this  county,  in  1874,  brought  his  family  here  the 
following  year,  and  in  1878  acquired  80  acres  of  wild  land  in  Dallas  town¬ 
ship,  which  he  developed  by  clearing  and  erecting  a  house  and  other  buildings. 
Joseph  Willard  Heffner  received  a  common  school  education  in  Indiana,  walk¬ 
ing  three  miles  to  a  primitive  log  schoolhouse,  in  which  the  desks  and  seats 
were  of  logs,  into  which  stakes  had  been  driven  for  legs.  He  came  to  this 
county  with  his  parents  and  shared  in  their  privations  and  struggles,,  helping 
his  father  in  his  endeavors  to  clear  a  farm  in  the  woods.  In  1876  he 
started  work  with  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  in  the  woods,  and  continued  in  this 
employment  for  a  number  of  winters.  In  1882  he  bought  80  acres  in  Dallas 
township,  this  county.  He  moved  thereon  in  1885,  and  spent  the  succeeding 
years  in  its  development.  There  the  family  remained  until  1900.  In  that 
year,  he  purchased  a  farm  on  the  north  city  limits  of  Barron.  In  1915  he 
sold  the  farm,  and  the  family  moved  into  the  city.  In  the  meantime,  Mr. 
Heffner  had  been  pursuing  a  successful  business  career.  In  1893,  with  Knute 
Espeseth  as  partner,  he  engaged  in  the  agricultural  implement  business  at 
Dallas,  in  this  county.  Two  years  later  he  bought  his  partner’s  interest,  and 
moved  to  Barron  city,  where  in  1900  he  acquired  the  hardware  stock  of  Clay¬ 
ton  Roberts.  In  1905  he  erected  a  block  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  the 
Heffner  Block,  and  in  1907  he  purchased  the  adjoining  Carpenter  Block.  Both 
blocks  were  destroyed  by  fire  in  1908.  The  next  year,  on  the  site  of  these  two 
blocks  he  erected  the  sightly  Heffner  Opera  House  Block,  with  a  front  of  184 
feet  on  Third  street,  and  a  rear  extension  of  98  feet  on  Division  street.  The 
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building  is  of  concrete  construction,  with  ornamental  front.  In  1915,  Mr. 
Heffner  sold  a  part  of  the  building  together  with  the  privileges  of  the  Opera 
House,  and  the  hardware  and  implement  business  and  stock  to  Anderson  & 
Sons.  In  1917  he  sold  a  part  of  the  building  to  John  Borg  for  a  garage.  In 
1920  he  sold  the  part  between  the  garage  and  the  store  to  Peterson  &  Weston, 
of  Two  Harbors,  Minn.  He  moved  his  own  business  May  1,  1921  to  a  location 
the  first  door  west  of  the  First  National  bank  on  La  Salle  street.  He  is  still 
engaged  in  the  sale  of  stoves  and  furniture.  Mr.  Heffner  is  a  stockholder  in 
the  First  National  bank  of  Barron,  and  his  fraternal  relations  are  with  the 
Odd  Fellows  in  the  local  lodge  of  which  he  has  been  secretary  for  many  years. 

Mr.  Heffner  was  married  June  13,  1884,  to  Sarah  O’Flannigan,  daughter  of 
John  and  Sarah  O’Flannigan,  of  Dallas  township.  They  are  the  parents  of 
four  children,  Alice  Mae,  Francis  Willard  and  Minnie  Elvira  and  Linnie 
Elmira,  twins.  Alice  Mae  was  born  May  26,  1885,  and  is  the  wife  of  Milo 
Milliser,  who  has  a  farm  adjoining  the  Barron  city  limits.  Francis  Willard 
lives  in  Barron.  He  married  Goldie  Machlan  and  they  have  one  child,  Francis, 
born  in  1914.  Minnie  Elvira  and  Linnie  Elmira  were  born  April  30,  1894, 
graduated  from  the  Barron  High  school,  the  teachers’  training  course  at  the 
Eau  Claire  High  school,  and  the  Rice  Lake  training  school,  and  are  both 
teachers. 

James  R  Beckwith,  retired  farmer  living  on  Fifth  street,  Barron,  has  been 
prominent  in  the  community  for  many  years.  In  the  township  he  has  served  as 
chairman  and  treasurer  of  the  town  as  well  as  in  other  positions ;  he  did  good 
work  as  a  school  board  member  for  many  years,  and  in  1915  he  won  added 
honors  by  his  work  as  a  member  of  the  legislature.  Fraternally,  he  has  passed 
through  the  chairs  of  the  local  lodges  of  the  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Beavers,  and 
he  has  also  served  in  official  positions  with  the  Rebekah  degree.  He  helped 
organize  the  Barron  Co-operative  Creamery  Co.,  and  in  many  other  ways  has 
demonstrated  his  fitness  as  a  man  and  a  citizen.  James  R.  Beckwith  was 
born  in  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  July  14,  1857,  son  of  John  G.  and  Mary  A.  (Garrison) 
Beckwith.  He  came  to  Barron  county  with  the  family  as  a  boy  of  sixteen 
and  devoted  his  life  to  farm  work  at  home  until  he  was  twenty  years  of  age. 
Then  he  worked  out  for  a  year.  When  he  was  of  age  he  bought  80  acres  of 
wild  railroad  land  in  section  25,  Barron  township,  and  this  place  he  developed 
into  a  most  excellent  farm  as  good  as  any  in  the  community.  After  nearly 
forty  years  of  arduous  farm  labor  he  sold  out  in  the  summer  of  1919  and 
moved  to  the  city  of  Barron  where  he  now  lives.  Mr.  Beckwith  was  married 
March  23,  1879,  to  Elva  B.  Skinner  of  Maple  Grove  township,  this  county,  who 
was  born  in  Waupon,  Wis.,  Nov.  9,  1856,  daughter  of  Austin  and  Cordelia 
(Pardee)  Skinner,  and  came  to  this  county  with  her  parents  about  1870.  She 
was  the  second  of  eight  children,  the  others  being  Elbert  (deceased),  William, 
Mary,  Mabel,  Ernest  (deceased),  Alice  and  Clement  (deceasd).  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bckwith  are  the  parents  of  seven  children:  Alfred  J.,  Clifton  A.,  Clara  A., 
Florence,  Pardee  G.,  Margueritte  M.  and  Lawrence.  Alfred  J.  was  born 
April  6,  1880,  and  is  now  dead.  Clifton  A.  was  born  Jan.  31,  1882,  and  is  a 
grocer  of  Barron.  Clara  A.  was  born  March  12,  1884,  and  is  the  wife  of  Otto 
Krueger,  of  Barron  township.  Florence  was  born  July  23,  1886,  and  is  dead. 
Pardee  G.  was  born  Aug.  2,  1890,  and  is  in  the  grocery  business  with  his 
brother  Clifton  in  Barron  City.  He  enlisted  for  the  World  war  June  16,  1918, 
was  assigned  to  the  94th  Aerial  squadron,  organized  July  3,  1918;  trained  at 
Vancouver  Barracks,  Washington,  and  was  discarged  at  Camp  Grant,  Illinois, 
after  the  armistice.  Margueritte  M.  was  born  Jan.  12,  1894,  graduated  in  the 
normal  course  from  the  Barron  High  school,  and  is  now  a  public  school  teacher 
in  Montana.  Lawrence  J.  was  born  May  19,  1898,  enlisted  in  the  World  war 
Oct.  18,  1918,  was  sent  to  Paris  Island,  South  Carolina,  where  he  trained  for 
the  Marine  corps,  and  was  discharged  Nov.  10,  1919.  He  is  now  attending  the 
School  of  Electrical  Engineering  at  Milwaukee. 

John  G.  Beckwith,  a  pioneer,  was  born  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  as  a  young 
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man  became  a  painter.  He  married  Mary  A.  Garrison,  a  native  of  New  York 
state,  and  in  1870  brought  his  family  west  and  located  in  Columbia  county, 
this  state.  Three  years  later  they  came  to  Barron  county  and  settled  on  a 
farm  in  section  26,  Barron  township,  which  they  homesteaded.  Their  first 
house  was  a  log  cabin,  their  first  cultivated  lot  not  much  larger  than  a  modern 
garden.  But  they  persevered  in  their  efforts  and  in  time  developed  a  well 
equipped  farm  and  achieved  a  substantial  place  in  the  community.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Beckwith  were  the  parents  of  five  children :  John  C.,  deceased ;  Garrison, 
of  Virginia;  Grove,  deceased;  James  R.,  a  leading  citizen  of  Barron,  and 
Charles,  of  California. 

Elmer  Albert  Rockman,  banker,  now  deceased,  was  one  of  the  best  known 
and  best  liked  young  men  in  Barron  county,  and  his  death  left  a  vacancy 
in  the  hearts  of  his  friends  that  cannot  well  be  filled.  He  was  well  liked  both 
in  business  and  social  relations,  and  his  sad  demise  came  as  a  sad  blow  to  the 
community.  From  boyhood  up  his  general  good  nature,  courtesy,  and  never 
failing  cheer  won  friends  for  him,  and  as  he  grew  to  manhood  he  developed 
a  soundness  of  business  judgment  that  was  to  carry  him  far  on  the  road  to 
success.  He  was  a  cherry  companion,  a  good  friend,  a  dependable  business 
man,  a  dutiful  son,  and  a  loving  husband,  and  for  these  qualities  will  long  be 
cherished  in  the  hearts  of  those  who  knew  him.  Elmer  0.  Rockman  was  born  in 
Maple  Grove  township,  this  county,  Dec.  16,  1878,  son  of  Nicolaus  and  Julie 
(Christiansen)  Rockman,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  He 
received  his  early  education  in  the  district  schools  of  his  township  and  in  the 
high  school  at  Barron,  to  which  town  he  came  with  his  parents  in  1893.  Subse¬ 
quently  he  took  a  business  course  in  the  Valparaiso  university,  of  Valparaiso, 
Ind.  After  this  he  worked  for  a  time  as  clerk  and  bookkeeper  for  several  firms 
in  Barron,  including  the  Normanna  Savings  bank.  In  May,  1913,  he  became 
assistant  cashier  of  the  concern  and  served  in  that  position  with  much  ability 
until  his  death,  being  both  an  expert  accountant  and  a  good  judge  of  finances 
as  well  as  possessing  an  understanding  of  human  nature  to  an  unusual  degree. 
He  was  interested  in  public  affairs,  and  in  1906  was  elected  city  clerk,  rendering 
the  city  excellent  service  during  his  term  of  office.  His  fraternal  relations 
were  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Pythian  Sisters.  In  religion  he 
adhered  to  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  church,  being  the  first  child  baptized  in 
the  church  of  that  denomination  in  Barron.  His  success  career  was  suddenly 
cut  short  Jan.  18,  1919,  when  he  died  of  pneumonia  following  an  attack  of 
influenza.  Mr.  Rockman  was  married  July  11,  1917,  to  Grace  Sprague  of 
Detroit,  Mich.,  daughter  of  William  and  Mary  (Wineland)  Sprague,  and  the 
oldest  of  five  children,  the  others  being  Carrie,  Gail,  Ethel  and  Bertha.  Mr. 
Sprague  is  engaged  in  the  wool  business.  Mrs.  Rockman,  then  Miss  Sprague, 
came  to  Barron  in  July,  1916,  and  purchased  the  millinery  shop  of  Mrs. 
Thomas  Madden,  which  she  operated  until  a  short  time  after  her  marriage 
when  she  sold  to  Mrs.  Harry  Meyers.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rockman  have  one  son, 
Elmer  A.,  born  Aug.  12,  1919. 

Cortes  P.  Taylor,  veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  pioneer  Wisconsin  business 
man  and  farmer  and  for  some  years  a  prominent  merchant  of  Barron  City,  was 
born  in  Waukegan  Village,  Wis.,  Jan.  30,  1846,  son  of  Philo  C.  and  Mary  Jane 
(Buckland)  Taylor.  Philo  C.  Taylor  was  born  in  Cataraugus  county,  New  York, 
in  1818  and  was  descended  from  Revolutionary  stock.  His  wife  was  born  in 
Ogdensburg,  N.  Y.,  and  was  descended  from  both  Mayflower  and  Revolutionary 
stock.  They  came  to  Wisconsin  in  the  early  thirties  and  settled  in  Walworth 
county,  then  a  wilderness.  For  a  while  he  followed  his  trade  as  a  carpenter 
and  millwright  and  then  became  a  farmer.  He  died  in  Vernon  county,  Wiscon¬ 
sin,  about  1887.  His  wife  died  about  1882.  Cortes  P.  Taylor  was  reared  amid 
pioneer  conditions  and  was  able  to  secure  but  little  schooling,  his  educational 
attendance  being  limited  to  six  months  a  year  from  the  time  he  was  seven 
until  the  time  he  was  ten  years  of  age.  This  meager  training  he  has  supple¬ 
mented  by  wide  reading  and  close  observation,  and  there  are  today  few  better 
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informed  men  of  his  age  in  the  county.  In  1864  he  enlisted  in  the  39th  Wiscon¬ 
sin  Volunteer  infantry  under  the  100-day  call  and  served  127  days.  He  was 
then  taken  ill,  but  after  his  recovery  re-enlisted  in  February,  1865,  in  the 
37th  Wisconsin  Volunteer  infantry,  participating  in  the  Battle  of  Petersburg 
and  serving  until  after  the  surrender  of  General  Lee,  receiving  his  discharge 
at  Madison,  Wis.,  in  August,  1865.  He  then  spent  a  few  months  with  his 
parents  after  which  he  went  to  Sparta,  Wis.,  and  with  a  comrade  and  tent 
mate  as  a  companion,  secured  employment  as  a  woodchopper.  In  two  months 
and  a  half  he  cut  252  cords  of  4-foot  wood  for  which  he  received  $1.00  a  cord 
and  boarded  himself.  The  following  summer  he  cradled  grain  and  did  other 
farm  work  at  very  small  wages.  He  also  spent  considerable  time  for  some 
years  in  the  forest,  hunting  and  trapping  the  bears,  lynx  and  wildcats  in  which 
Wisconsin  then  abounded.  He  became  a  famous  marksman  and  was  widely 
known  for  his  ability.  In  1866  he  purchased  40  acres  of  wild  land  in  Clinton 
township,  Vernon  county,  this  state,  and  erected  thereon  a  cabin  of  hewed 
logs,  one  of  the  best  in  the  vicinity  at  that  time.  With  this  beginning  he 
cleared  and  developed  the  land  and  later  opened  a  small  store.  In  1879  he  once 
more  did  the  same  thing,  purchased  40  acres,  built  a  cabin,  did  a  little  farming, 
and  operated  a  store.  His  next  location  was  at  Cashton  village,  Monroe 
county,  this  state,  where  he  built  a  store  building  and  engaged  in  the  general 
mercantile  business.  Starting  with  $450  he  built  up  the  establishment  to  such 
an  extent  that  in  a  few  years  he  was  carrying  a  stock  valued  at  $10,000.  In 
1890  he  sold  out  and  came  to  Barron  City,  this  county,  where  he  bought  a 
general  mercantile  business  from  his  cousin,  J.  W.  Taylor.  Five  years  later 
he  gave  up  the  general  line  and  devoted  himself  exclusively  to  the  dry  goods 
and  clothing  business.  This  he  sold  in  1902  and  retired.  Shortly  after  coming 
here  he  acquired  three  excellent  building  lots  on  La  Salle  street.  On  the 
middle  of  these  he  erected  one  of  the  best  brick  business  blocks  in  Barron. 
This  he  sold  in  1918,  having  earlier  disposed  of  the  two  lots.  That  same 
year  he  sold  his  pleasant  summer  cottage  on  Poskin  lake,  in  this  county. 
He  still  owns  a  comfortable  home  on  La  Salle  street  and  is  enjoying  a  life  of 
tranquility  after  the  many  busy  years  of  worthy  endeavor.  Mr.  Taylor  is  a 
Republican  in  politics  and  has  served  as  town  supervisor  of  Barron  township. 
He  is  a  member  and  liberal  supporter  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  a 
strong  temperance  advocate.  He  is  associated  with  Martin  Watson  post,  No. 
172,  G.  A.  R.  Mr.  Taylor  was  married  May  2,  1867,  to  Thurza  J.  Perkins, 
daughter  of  Lewis  B.  and  Harriet  Perkins.  This  union  has  resulted  in  five 
children:  Harriet  J.,  Charles  C.,  Myron  E.,  Carrie  May  and  Raymond  C. 
Harriet  J.  was  born  March  12,  1868,  and  died  in  1882.  Charles  C.  was  born 
Sept.  10,  1871,  and  is  a  practitioner  in  Barron  City.  Myron  E.  was  born  Oct. 
22,  1878,  married  Catherine  Ditmar,  and  has  two  children,  Harrison  and 
Charles.  He  devoted  all  his  early  life  to  study  and  was  graduated  from  the 
Evanston  (Ill.)  Theological  seminary.  He  makes  his  home  at  Rice  Lake,  this 
county,  and  travels  over  the  country  doing  evangelical  work  in  connection  with 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  in  which  denomination  he  is  an  ordained 
clergyman.  He  has  been  very  successful  in  his  chosen  calling  and  his  life  is 
resulting  in  much  good.  Carrie  May  was  born  May  18,  1889,  and  keeps  house 
for  her  father.  Raymond  C.  was  born  March  9,  1893,  and  is  taking  a  com¬ 
mercial  course  in  the  University  of  Wisconsin.  He  served  two  years  in  the 
World  war  with  the  34th  infantry.  He  was  in  the  front  trenches  42  days,  saw 
active  service  at  the  Argonne  and  at  Vimey  Ridge,  and  was  wounded  five  times, 
in  both  legs,  in  the  shoulder  and  in  the  head.  He  was  left  on  the  field  for 
dead  but  crawled  to  cover,  and  after  lying  seven  months  in  a  hospital  was 
returned  to  the  States.  Mrs.  C.  P.  Taylor  died  Sept.  23,  1918. 

Charles  C.  Taylor,  of  the  firm  of  Taylor  &  Taylor,  chiropractic  practi¬ 
tioners,  Rice  Lake  and  Chetek,  was  born  in  Vernon  county,  Wis.,  Sept.  10, 
1871,  son  of  Cortes  P.  and  Thurza  J.  (Perkins)  Taylor.  He  passed  through 
the  graded  schools,  took  a  classical  course  in  the  Cashton  (Monroe  county, 
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Wis.),  high  school,  and  a  business  course  in  the  Curtis  school,  Minneapolis. 
He  was  also  with  his  father  in  business  at  Barron,  this  county  for  some  time. 
For  six  years  he  was  a  commercial  traveler  in  Minnesota  and  Wisconsin.  For 
ten  years  he  was  a  resident  of  Akanogan  county,  Wash.,  and  on  the  Pacific 
Coast.  He  was  married  June  25,  1901,  to  Mary  D.  Copelin,  daughter  of  David 
and  Sarah  E.  Copelin,  of  New  London,  Iowa.  In  1918  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor 
entered  the  Palmer  School  of  Chiropractic  at  Davenport,  Iowa,  and  gradu¬ 
ated  in  December,  1919.  They  started  the  practice  of  their  profession  in  this 
county  June  7,  1920.  They  have  two  good  offices  and  have  made  a  decided 
success  of  their  chosen  line  of  work.  Their  home  is  at  Rice  Lake. 

William  H.  Smith,  pioneer  mill  man  in  Barron  county,  was  born  in  Williams 
county,  Ohio,  Dec.  29,  1829,  descended  from  Holland  and  Pennsylvania  Quaker 
stock.  He  was  married  Oct.  13,  1853  to  Sarah  A.  Helm,  who  was  born  May  4, 
1836.  In  1870  the  family  moved  to  Marshall  county,  Indiana,  and  in  1881  came 
to  Barron  county,  and  located  at  Mooney’s  Mill,  now  Hillsdale,  Maple  Grove 
township.  In  1908,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  moved  to  Finney  county,  Kansas, 
and  from  there  to  Houston,  Texas,  where  both  died  in  January,  1918.  In  the 
family  there  were  six  children:  Emma  Jeanette,  now  of  Houston,  Texas; 
J.  C.  F.,  a  dentist  of  Barron;  Edgar  E.,  railroad  agent  and  business  man  of 
Barron;  Eugene  E.,  a  contractor  at  Houston,  Texas;  Frances  L.,  widow  of 
Bert  Henry;  and  William  H.,  Jr.,  also  a  contractor  at  Houston. 

Edgar  E.  Smith,  lumberman  and  railroad  man  of  Barron  city,  is  a  man 
of  varied  interests  and  has  had  his  share  in  the  development  of  the  county. 
He  was  born  in  Cardington,  Ohio,  on  a  farm,  June  20,  1860,  the  'son  of  William 
H.  and  Sarah  A.  (Helm)  Smith.  With  his  parents  he  moved  to  Marshall 
county,  Indiana,  in  1870,  and  there  continued  his  schooling.  At  the  age  of 
seventeen  he  started  out  for  himself,  and  secured  employment  in  the  telegraph 
service  with  the  Indiapolis,  Peru  &  Chicago  R.  R.  at  Plymouth,  Indiana.  Five 
years  later,  in  1882,  he  came  to  Barron  county,  and  after  spending  the  summer 
in  hunting  and  adventuring,  secured  employment  at  Mooney’s  Mill,  near  what 
is  now  Hillsdale,  Maple  Grove  township.  In  the  fall  of  1884  he  became  station 
agent  at  Barron  for  the  “Soo”  line,  then  in  operation  forty-five  miles  between 
Turtle  Lake,  Barron  county,  and  Bruce,  Rusk  county,  then  Chippewa  county. 
After  a  few  months,  Mr.  Smith  again  became  a  mill  man.  In  1898,  he  set 
up  a  portable  mill  in  Loraine  township,  Polk  county,  this  state,  and  in  1900 
moved  it  to  Barron,  where  he  established  a  general  woodworking  business. 
This  he  sold  out  in  1906.  In  the  meantime,  in  1903,  he  started  a  cement  busi¬ 
ness  in  Barron,  making  cement  blocks,  laying  sidewalks,  floors,  and  foundations, 
and  doing  a  general  contracting  business.  In  this  line  he  still  continues.  But 
his  first  employment  still  appeals  to  him,  and  in  1909  he  again  became  tele¬ 
graph  operator  at  Barron,  and  still  retains  the  position,  greatly  to  the  satis¬ 
faction  of  his  employers  and  of  the  general  public.  He  is  a  popular  member 
of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  the  M.  W.  A.,  and  is  well  liked  throughout  the  community. 
Mr.  Smith  was  married  Nov.  16,  1884,  to  Margaret  L.  Logan,  daughter  of 
William  H.  and  Margaret  J.  (Hyland)  Logan.  This  union  has  been  blessed 
with  five  children:  J.  Raymond,  M.  Jeanette,  Grace  E.,  Ira  E.  and  Lulu  May. 
J.  Raymond  was  born  June  13,  1886,  graduated  from  the  Barron  High  school, 
spent  four  years  in  the  University  of  Minnesota,  and  in  the  spring  of  1909, 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Northwestern  National  bank  at  Minneapolis.  He 
was  married  at  St.  Paul,  Aug.  9,  1912,  to  Helen  M.  Casey,  and  they  have  one 
son,  John  P.,  born  Sept.  28,  1913.  M.  Jeanette  was  bom  May  28,  1888,  and  lives 
at  home.  Grace  E.  was  born  April  28,  1890,  and  is  the  wife  of  David  E.  Leeper, 
train  dispatcher  for  the  Great  Northern  at  New  Rockford,  North  Dakota.  Ira 
E.  was  bom  Jan.  19,  1899,  graduated  from  the  Barron  High  school,  and  since 
1918  has  been  with  the  U.  S.  Steel  Co.,  at  Duluth.  Lulu  was  born  April  20, 
1901,  and  is  now  deceased.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Episcopal  church. 

William  H.  Logan,  wagon  maker  and  carpenter,  was  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  the  county.  A  man  of  pious  inclinations,  he  went  from  place  to  place  in 
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the  county  -where  there  were  but  few  settlers,  distributing  religious  literature 
and  organizing  Sunday  schools  in  order  that  the  children  living  in  what  was 
then  a  wilderness  might  be  reared  in  the  ways  of  righteousness  and  piety.  He 
was  born  in  Portland,  New  York,  Aug.  30,  1826,  and  after  coming  West  was 
married  Sept.  9,  1849,  at  Highland  Prairie,  this  state,  to  Margaret  J.  Hyland, 
who  was  born  in  Hillsburg,  New  Hampshire,  Oct.  27,  1830.  In  the  early  fifties 
they  moved  to  Sauk  county,  in  this  state,  and  in  1872  homesteaded  a  quarter 
section  in  Dallas  township,  this  county.  He  watched  the  county  grow,  took 
his  share  in  its  progress,  and  after  a  long  and  useful  life  passed  away  on  the 
farm  March  19,  1899.  His  wife  died  at  Stone  Lake,  Wis.,  April  24,  1919. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Logan  were  the  parents  of  nine  children.  Clamania  was 
born  in  Beaver  Dam,  Dane  county,  this  state,  June  3,  1860,  and  is  the  widow 
of  S.  A.  Stowe,  of  Neenah,  Wis.  Elizabeth  F.  was  born  in  Burnett,  Sauk  county, 
this  state,  June  13,  1852,  and  is  now  dead.  William  A.  was  also  born  in 
Burnett  May  2,  1854,  and  is  now  dead.  Lillie  J.  was  born  in  Westfield,  Mar¬ 
quette  county,  this  state,  July  11, 1857,  and  is  the  wife  of  J.  H.  Burrall,  of  Little 
Falls,  Minnesota.  Lydia  A.  was  born  in  Westfield,  Wis.,  Jan.  12,  1859,  and  is 
now  dead.  Margaret  L.  was  born  Feb.  11,  1863  in  Westfield,  and  is  the  wife 
of  Edgar  A.  Smith  of  Barron.  Lemuel  H.  was  born  in  Westfield  Oct.  24,  1864, 
and  is  dead.  Mary  L.  was  born  in  Reedsburg,  Sauk  county,  this  state,  June  23, 
1867,  and  is  the  widow  of  U.  L.  Parsons.  She  lives  in  Minneapolis.  Ethel  M. 
was  born  in  Reedsburg  April  5,  1870,  and  is  the  wife  of  William  Modersbach 
of  Comstock,  Wis. 

William  Bartlett,  farmer,  dairyman  and  man-of-affairs,  was  for  many 
years  one  of  the  leading  men  of  his  community,  and  his  fame  has  spread  far 
beyond  the  bounds  of  the  county.  As  a  farmer  and  dairyman  he  believed  in 
everything  that  meant  improved  agricultural  conditions.  Having  this  belief, 
he  was  one  of  the  most  active  factors  in  the  Barron  County  Guernsey  Breeders’ 
Association,  and  did  much  to  further  its  influence,  scope  and  prestige  as  its 
president.  The  Barron  County  Live  Stock  Sales  Association  likewise  found 
in  him  an  earnest  worker,  and  his  conservative  judgment  as  one  of  its  direc¬ 
tors  was  greatly  valued.  His  work  as  one  of  the  directors  of  the  Barron  Cream¬ 
ery  Co.  was  also  respected.  With  these  connections,  it  was  natural  that  his 
financial  opinions  should  be  sought,  and  he  was  given  a  position  on  the  direc¬ 
torate  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Barron.  He  also  devoted  much  of  his  time 
to  public  affairs  and  served  in  various  town  and  school  offices.  In  these  posi¬ 
tions  he  showed  the  same  breadth  of  vision  that  he  did  in  his  other  relations, 
and  advocated  progress  and  improvement,  but  was  ever  mindful  of  the  fact 
that  there  should  be  a  limit  to  rural  taxation.  He  took  his  part  in  everything 
that  tended  toward  the  good  of  the  community.  In  fact  it  was  said  of  him  that 
he  was  possibly  the  most  progressive  and  successful  dairyman  in  the  county, 
a  high  tribute  indeed  in  a  county  of  so  many  prominent  dairymen.  His  home 
life  was  ideal,  he  was  a  loving  and  loyal  husband,  an  understanding  and  gentle 
father,  a  pleasant  companion,  a  generous  neighbor,  and  at  all  times  a  good 
citizen.  His  sudden  death  May  2,  1921,  was  the  cause  of  mourning  far  and 
wide,  and  in  his  passing  the  county  indeed  lost  a  good  man,  one  whose  life 
was  of  real  benefit  to  his  fellow  men,  and  one  who  had  truly  made  the  com¬ 
munity  the  better  for  his  living  in  it.  Mr.  Bartlett  was  born  in  Aroostook 
county,  Maine,  Feb.  19,  1858,  the  son  of  Jeremiah  and  Josephine  Bartlett, 
natives  of  that  state.  They  brought  him  to  Galesville,  in  Trempealeau  county, 
this  state,  when  he  was  six  years  old,  and  here  he  was  educated  and  reared 
to  farm  work.  In  1882  he  moved  to  South  Dakota,  and  took  a  claim  near 
De  Smet.  He  came  to  Barron  county  in  1883,  and  continued  to  live  here  for 
nearly  forty  years  until  his  death.  For  a  while  he  lived  in  Cameron.  In  1886 
he  settled  on  a  tract  of  120  acres  in  section  25,  Barron  township.  To  the 
development  and  cultivation  of  this  farm  he  thereafter  devoted  his  attention. 
He  built  up  a  farm  which  is  one  of  the  show  places  of  the  community,  with 
fine  buildings,  a  good  lawn  and  grove,  well-tilled  acres,  good  fences,  and  all 
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modern  equipment.  His  live  stock  was  of  the  best,  and  his  herd  was  known 
among  breeders  throughout  the  state.  His  death  came  while  he  was  still  hard 
at  work,  plowing  his  garden.  Mr.  Bartlett  was  married  at  Barron,  Wis.,  May 
2,  1885,  to  Emma  E.  Beckwith,  who  was  born  in  Allegheny  county,  New  York, 
Sept.  28,  1866,  daughter  of  Capt.  John  C.  and  Anna  (Craig)  Beckwith.  Mrs. 
Bartlett,  a  gracious  lady  of  many  charming  qualities,  was  the  faithful  help¬ 
mate  of  her  husband  in  all  his  undertakings,  sharing  fully  in  every  aspiration 
and  ambition,  and  making  his  home  one  of  comfort,  hospitality,  brightness 
and  good  cheer.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bartlett  had  five  children:  Maude  E.,  now  the 
wife  of  Carl  Kolb  of  Barron;  Ray  W.,  who  lives  on  the  home  farm  with  his 
mother;  Lyle,  residing  on  a  farm  in  Barron  township;  and  two  who  died  in 
infancy. 

Jesse  Reed,  retired,  now  living  in  Barron,  and  an  early  settler  in  the 
county,  was  born  in  Indiana  and  there  married  Celia  (Sumpter)  Reed,  also  a 
native  of  that  state.  They  came  to  Pierce  County,  Wisconsin,  in  1866,  and  took 
a  homestead  of  80  acres.  In  1876  they  came  to  Barron  county  and  secured 
a  homestead  of  40  acres  in  Maple  Grove  Township.  They  cleared  most  of  the 
land,  erected  log  buildings,  later  replaced  these  with  more  modern  structures, 
and  here  farmed  until  1890.  Then  they  returned  to  Pierce  County  and  pur¬ 
chased  40  acres.  Later  Mr.  Reed  took  his  father’s  homestead  and  lived  there 
until  1905  when  he  sold  out  and  moved  to  Barron,  where  he  still  resides.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Reed  had  three  children,  Irvin  (deceased),  George  and  Robert. 

Robert  Reed,  proprietor  of  a  restaurant  at  Barron,  was  born  in  Maple 
Grove  Township,  this  county,  Aug.  25,  1877,  son  of  Jesse  and  Celia  (Sumpter) 
Reed,  natives  of  Indiana.  He  attended  school  in  Barron  and  Pierce  Counties, 
and  remained  with  his  parents  until  1897,  when  he  started  work  in  a  factory  at 
Spring  Valley,  Wis.  In  1905  he  came  to  Barron,  and  after  working  in  a  sawmill 
for  one  year,  worked  in  the  dyeing  and  finishing  department  of  the  Barron 
woolen  mills  for  ten  years.  Then  for  three  years  he  was  on  the  Barron  police 
force,  proving  a  most  efficient  officer.  He  started  a  restaurant  in  1919.  His 
place  is  a  popular  one,  and  Mr.  Reed  has  proven  himself  an  able  manager. 
He  knows  how  to  handle  the  public,  he  serves  the  best  of  food,  and  his  place  is 
decidedly  one  of  the  business  assets  of  the  city.  His  newly  opened  place  is  a 
model  of  its  kind.  Mr.  Reed  is  ably  assisted  by  his  wife.  He  is  a  well  known 
fraternity  man  and  belongs  to  the  Odd  Fellows,  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the 
Equitable  Fraternal  Union.  At  the  present  time,  Mr.  Reed  is  serving  efficiently 
as  chief  of  the  Barron  city  fire  department.  Mr.  Reed  was  married  Oct.  28, 
1903,  to  Emma  Holman,  who  was  born  May  18,  1882,  daughter  of  John  and 
Mary  (McLean)  Holman,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Reed  have  two  children:  Ethel  M.,  born  Nov.  9,  1904,  and  Isla  M., 
born  June  14, 1907.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 

Benjamin  S.  Kipp,  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  was  born  in  Oswego  County, 
New  York,  Aug.  18,  1845,  son  of  Reuben  and  Jane  (Stockman)  Kipp,  the  former 
a  native  of  New  York  State,  and  the  latter  of  England.  Their  children  were 
Esther,  Susan,  Emma,  Ephriam,  Lucy,  Harriett,  Louisa,  Peter,  Amanda,  Ben¬ 
jamin  S.,  Ellen  and  Ann.  Of  this  large  family,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is 
the  only  one  living.  Benjamin  S.  was  brought  to  Janesville,  Wis.,  as  an  infant 
and  to  Baraboo,  Sauk  County,  when  a  youth,  and  there  he  was  reared  and 
educated.  He  enlisted  in  the  Civil  War  late  in  1863,  and  served  nearly  two 
years  as  a  private  in  Company  A,  19th  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry.  He  was 
at  the  front  all  this  period  and  saw  active  service  in  front  of  Petersburg  and  at 
Richmond.  While  in  the  army,  although  not  yet  of  age,  he  cast  his  first  vote 
for  Abraham  Lincoln.  Upon  his  discharge  in  1865,  he  took  up  his  residence 
at  Baraboo,  Wis.  In  1870  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  homesteaded  160  acres 
of  wild  land  in  Dallas  Township.  His  first  home  was  a  small  log  structure 
with  a  “shake”  roof,  and  he  started  in  with  some  crude  furniture,  a  cow,  a  yoke 
of  steers,  some  tools  and  50  pounds  of  flour.  By  hard  work  he  developed  a 
good  farm  and  added  80  acres  to  the  original  tract,  making  an  excellent  place 
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of  240  acres,  of  which  100  acres  are  under  the  plow  and  the  remainder  in  pas¬ 
ture  and  timberland.  The  log  house  was  replaced  by  a  frame  structure  in 
1895  and  other  buildings  have  been  erected  as  necessity  has  required.  As  the 
years  passed,  Mr.  Kipp  achieved  success  and  acquired  a  competency.  In  1909 
he  retired  and  purchased  a  pleasant  home  on  Fifth  street  in  Barron  City, 
still  retaining  possession  of  the  farm.  While  living  in  the  township  Mr. 
Kipp  served  for  some  time  as  a  member  of  the  school  board  of  his  district.  His 
financial  interests  include  stock  in  the  Dallas  &  Prairie  Farm  Telephone  Co. 
He  has  always  maintained  his  interest  in  patriotic  affairs ;  was  a  charter  mem¬ 
ber  of  William  Pitt  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Dallas,  and  is  now  a  member  of  the 
Martin  Watson  Post,  No.  172,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Barron.  He  and  his  family  worship 
at  the  Methodist  Church.  Mr.  Kipp  was  married  Nov.  26,  1868,  to  Helen  Pitts, 
daughter  of  William  and  Ann  (Fisher)  Pitts,  of  Sauk  County,  Wisconsin,  where 
she  was  born  Aug.  12,  1849.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  seven  children: 
Belle,  born  March  8,  1870,  is  the  wife  of  Milton  Rogers,  of  Baraboo,  Wis. 
Reuben,  born  Aug.  8,  1872,  is  dead.  Clarence  J.,  born  July  1,  1874,  is  living 
at  Barron,  Wis.  Ralph,  born  March  13,  1877,  is  a  farmer  in  Dallas  Township, 
this  county.  Susan  J.,  born  June  8,  1880,  is  the  wife  of  Edward  Golmar,  of 
Baraboo,  Wis.  Alfred  E.,  born  Feb.  16,  1885,  lives  at  home.  Mark  was  born 
Oct.  26,  1887. 

John  W.  Soderberg,  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Barron,  where  for  21 
years  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law,  having  also  held  important 
offices,  was  born  in  Filipstad,  Sweden,  May  28,  1873,  son  of  Carl  J.  and  Mary 
(Bobek)  Soderberg.  The  father  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade,  but  the  limited 
opportunities  he  had  in  his  native  land  induced  him  in  1881  to  emigrate  to 
the  United  States.  For  about  a  year  after  his  arrival  he  and  his  family  resided 
in  Chicago,  but  in  1882  he  settled  in  Somerset,  St.  Croix  County,  Wis.,  where 
he  followed  his  trade  in  a  shop  of  his  own.  After  remaining  there  until  about 
1897,  he  retired  and  took  up  his  residence  in  Barron.  Born  in  1833,  he  died  in 
1908,  at  the  age  of  about  74  years.  His  wife,  Mary,  who  was  born  March  14, 
1841,  is  still  living  in  Barron.  They  were  the  parents  of  three  children,  all 
born  in  Sweden:  Gustav,  born  March  31,  1863,  who  died  in  January,  1913; 
Minnie,  born  in  October,  1865,  who  is  now  Mrs.  Bart  Finnemore  of  Barron,  and 
John  W.  of  Barron.  John  W.  Soderberg  was  eight  years  old  when  he  accom¬ 
panied  his  parents  to  America.  He  had  attended  school  in  Sweden  and  at  the 
age  of  eight  years,  just  before  leaving  his  native  land,  had  passed  the  grades 
and  was  in  high  school.  One  of  the  studies  he  had  taken  up  at  that  early  age 
was  physics.  In  Chicago  he  attended  English  school,  and  before  leaving 
that  city  had  passed  the  fifth  grade.  He  next  entered  school  at  St.  Croix,  taking 
the  full  course,  and  also  high  school  work  by  special  instruction.  In  addition 
to  this  he  studied  bookkeeping  and  stenography  and  later  began  the  study  of 
law.  In  1899  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  but  subsequently  took  a  short  course 
in  law  at  the  University  of  Wisconsin.  In  the  fall  of  1899  Mr.  Soderberg  opened 
an  office  in  Barron  where  he  has  since  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  pro¬ 
fession.  For  eight  successive  terms,  from  January,  1903,  to  January,  1911,  he 
served  the  county  as  district  attorney,  after  which  he  became  municipal  judge  of 
Barron,  serving  six  years,  from  Jan.  1,  1911.  In  1917  he  again  became  district 
attorney  and  continued  in  that  office  until  the  close  of  1918.  After  that  he  was 
out  of  politics  until  the  fall  of  1920  when  he  was  re-nominated  without  opposi¬ 
tion  for  district  attorney.  Mr.  Soderberg  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
Barron  public  library  and  is  now  president  of  the  library  board.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  Blue  Lodge,  No.  220,  in  which  he  has  passed  all  the 
chairs,  and  also  of  Birch  Camp,  No.  1268,  in  which  he  has  likewise  passed  all 
the  chairs.  Mr.  Soderberg  was  married  Nov.  17,  1896,  to  Mary  Nelson,  daughter 
of  Nels  and  Hannah  Johnson  of  Arland  Township,  Barron  County,  where  her 
parents  operated  a  farm.  She  was  born  in  Sweden  Sept.  25,  1878,  and  accom¬ 
panied  them  to  America  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years.  Both  her  parents  are  now 
deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Soderberg  have  six  children,  who  were  born  as  follows : 
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Clarence  E.,  Aug.  12,  1897;  Lillian  M.,  Feb.  2,  1900;  Edna  M.,  Jan.  1,  1902; 
Charles  E.,  Nov.  26,  1903 ;  J.  Edwin,  Nov.  3,  1908,  and  Evelyn  C.,  Sept.  12,  1915. 
Clarence  E.  was  graduated  from  the  Barron  High  School  at  the  age  of  16  and  in 
the  fall  entered  Ripon  College,  where  three  years  later  he  was  graduated  in  the 
academic  course  with  the  B.  A.  degree.  In  1917  he  entered  the  law  department 
of  the  University  of  Wisconsin  and  was  graduated  therefrom  in  1921.  A 
few  months  prior  to  the  armistice  between  the  contending  armies  he  enlisted  in 
the  United  States  service  and  was  sent  to  Camp  Grant,  Ill.,  and  thence  to  Darl¬ 
ington,  Wis.,  where  he  did  clerical  work  on  the  local  draft  board  until  his 
discharge.  Lillian  M.  was  graduated  from  the  Barron  High  School  in  1917, 
after  which  she  spent  one  year  in  Ripon  College  and  then  entered  the  University 
of  Wisconsin,  from  which  she  graduated  in  1921  in  the  department  of  commerce. 
Edna  M.,  after  graduating  from  the  Barron  High  School  in  1919,  entered  the 
University  of  Wisconsin  in  the  fall  of  1920.  Charles  E.  graduated  from  the 
Barron  High  School  in  1921.  J.  Edwin  and  Evelyn  C.  are  still  attending  school 
in  Barron.  Mr.  Soderberg  owns  a  good  modern  residence  on  La  Salle  street, 
Barron.  He  aids  in  the  support  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which 
his  wife  is  a  member.  His  long  residence  in  Barron  and  his  professional 
activities  have  identified  him  closely  with  the  progress  and  development  of  the 
city  and  county,  and  he  and  his  family  have  a  high  social  standing. 

Herbert  H.  Denison,  proprietor  of  a  well  patronized  photographic  studio 
in  Barron,  is  a  man  who  has  attained  success  by  hard  work  in  face  of  early 
discouragements  and  is  well  known  and  respected  throughout  this  section. 
He  was  born  in  Bergen  Township,  Vernon  County,  Wisconsin,  Oct.  21,  1874, 
son  of  Henry  J.  and  Mary  E.  (Allen)  Denison.  The  parents  were  American 
born,  the  father  being  a  native  of  Ohio  and  the  mother  of  Vermont."-  The 
former,.  Henry  J.  Denison,  came  West  with  his  parents  when  nine  years  old  and 
was  reared  and  educated  in  Vernon  County.  He  was  married  to  Mary  E.  Allen 
in  February,  1872.  They  are  still  living  on  a  fruit  farm  in  that  county  where 
they  are  well  known  and  esteemed,  Mr.  Denison  having  for  many  years  taken 
a  prominent  part  in  various  movements  for  the  benefit  of  the  community  in 
which  he  lives.  He  has  long  been  a  strong  advocate  of  prohibition,  though 
usually  voting  the  Republican  ticket.  He  and  his  wife  have  had  twelve 
children:  Herbert  H.,  of  Barron;  Effa,  now  deceased;  Francis,  of  Stoddard, 
Wis.;  Leroy,  of  Chester,  S.  D.;  Lois  M.,  now  Mrs.  Lloyd  Thompson,  of  Prairie 
Farm,  Barron  County;  Casson  M.,  of  Victory,  Wis.;  Nellie  May,  now  Mrs. 
Lee  Campbell,  of  Viroqua,  Wis.;  Harmon,  of  Viroqua;  Venora,  wife  of  Ben¬ 
jamin  Bostrom,  of  La  Crosse,  Wis.;  Vivian  (twin  brother  of  Venora),  now 
deceased;  Talmadge  T.,  of  La  Crosse,  and  Fay,  now  Mrs.  William  Bender,  of 
Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa.  Herbert  H.  Denison  acquired  his  education  in  the  common 
school.  At  the  age  of  14  he  left  home  and  began  working  out  as  a  farm  hand, 
and  occasionally  at  other  occupations.  In  1896  he  took  up  the  study  of  photog¬ 
raphy,  which,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  months,  he  has  followed  ever 
since.  During  the  spring  and  summer  of  1899,  in  company  with  Alvin  Post,  he 
traveled  through  Minnesota  engaged  in  photographic  work.  Reaching  Barron, 
Wis.,  in  the  fall  with  less  than  a  dollar  in  his  pocket  he  was  obliged  to  seek 
some  other  occupation  for  a  while  and  during  the  following  winter  chopped 
cord  wood.  With  the  money  thus  earned  and  a  portable  outfit,  he  went  first 
to  Prairie  Farm,  then  to  Dallas,  this  county,  where  he  started  a  gallery.  But 
at  first  business  was  slow,  his  partner  left  him  to  accept  a  salaried  position 
elsewhere,  and  Mr.  Denison,  though  no  longer  having  to  share  profits,  found 
it  difficult  to  make  a  living.  For  a  year  or  more  to  eke  out  his  income  he 
wrote  business  cards  and  advertising  matter  with  the  pen.  In  1904  he 
married  and  started  business  in  Barron,  where  he  has  since  had  a  progressive 
and  successful  career.  He  has  been  a  close  student  of  his  profession  and  has 
brought  his  work  up  to  a  high  standard  of  photographic  art.  For  a  number  of 
years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  National  Photographic  Association.  As  a 
citizen  of  Barron  he  has  identified  himself  closely  with  local  interests  and  has 
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done  his  part  in  advancing  the  welfare  of  the  community.  He  owns  a  good 
residence  on  Franklin  street  and  is  numbered  among  the  substantial  residents 
of  the  place.  Mr.  Denison  was  married  June  21,  1904,  to  Mabel  Brown,  daughter 
of  George  W.  and  Sarah  (Peebles)  Brown,  of  Dallas  Township,  this  county,  in 
which  township  her  parents  were  early  settlers.  They  have  had  two  children: 
firman  H.,  born  Aug.  21,  1906,  who  died  Oct.  26,  1908,  and  Dorothy,  born  Aug. 
22,  1909. 

Levi  H.  Giddings,  jeweler  and  optometrist,  and  one  of  the  leading  busi¬ 
ness  men  of  Barron  city,  was  born  in  Leavett  Township,  Oceana  County,  Mich., 
March  11,  1873,  son  of  Henry  and  Mary  Jane  (Spafford)  Giddings.  The  parents 
were  American  born.  The  father,  Henry  Giddings,  settled  -in  Oceana  County, 
Michigan,  when  it  was  a  wilderness,  his  land  being  far  away  from-  a  road, 
and  the  nearest  railway  station  being  18  miles  distant.  He  died  in  the  spring 
of  1879,  being  survived  many  years  by  his  wife,  who  passed  away  on  the 
home  farm  in  1907.  Levi  H.  was  their  only  child.  He  acquired  a  common 
school  education  and  remained  at  home  with  his  mother  until  arriving  at  the 
age  of  sixteen,  when  he  began  industrial  life.  After  working  for  a  short 
time  in  Michigan,  he  went  to  Vermont  to  live  with  a  grandfather  and  an 
uncle  on  his  mother’s  side,  and  during  his  first  winter  there  he  attended  school. 
In  that  state  he  remained  about  four  years,  or  until  1893,  when  he  visited  the 
World’s  Fair  at  Chicago.  After  his  visit  he  spent  a  short  time  at  his  old  home 
in  Oceana  County,  Michigan.  In  the  fall  of  1893  he  went  to  LaPorte,  Ind., 
where  he  attended  the  Hutchins  school  of  technical  watch-making  and  studied 
optical  work,  under  Dr.  Meyer.  In  March,  1906,  he  came  to  Wisconsin  and 
took  a  position  with  T.  J.  Thompson,  a  jeweler  of  Barron.  A  month  later  Mr. 
Thompson  sent  him  to  Bruce,  Rusk  County,  to  take  charge  of  his  branch  store 
there.  After  remaining  in  Mr.  Thompson’s  employ  for  four  years,  he  bought 
the  latter’s  interest  in  the  Bruce  store,  of  which  he  was  subsequently  the 
proprietor  until  1918.  In  that  year  Mr.  Giddings  moved  his  stock  to  Barron 
and  formed  a  partnership  with  his  former  employer,  Mr.  Thompson,  under  the 
style  of  Thompson  &  Giddings.  This  association  was  continued  until  the 
spring  of  1920  when  Mr.  Giddings  bought  Mr.  Thompson’s  interest  in  the 
Barron  store,  which  he  has  since  operated  alone.  He  has  added  to  the  busi¬ 
ness  and  optical  department  with  a  complete  outfit  and  a  fine  and  well 
appointed  room  for  his  fitting  and  grinding.  His  stock  of  jewelry  is  of  a 
general  character  and  is  well  selected,  and  he  enjoys  a  lucrative  trade.  Mr. 
Giddings  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Blue  Lodge,  No.  316,  at  Bruce,  and  Lodge 
No.  38,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Barron,  and  has  passed  through  the  chairs  of  both  lodges. 
Politically  he  is  a  Republican  with  independent  tendencies.  Mr.  Giddings 
was  first  married  Nov.  8,  1896,  to  Emma  Anderson,  of  Oceana  County,  Mich., 
who  died  Jan.  21,  1910,  leaving  one  child,  Leo,  born  Oct.  8,  1898.  On  June  26, 
1914,  Mr.  Giddings  married  Lottie  A.  Nye,  who  was  born  in  Nora,  Wis.,  Dec. 
16,  1882.  Two  children  are  the  fruit  of  this  union:  Allen  Nye,  born  Oct.  10, 
1916,  and  Jesse  Hill,  born  Nov.  16,  1917.  Mr.  Giddings  owns  a  good  residence 
on  LaSalle  street,  Barron.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

Leo  Giddings,  Mr.  Giddings'  son  by  his  first  wife,  was  graduated  from  the 
Barron  High  School,  and  subsequently  entered  the  University  of  Wisconsin, 
taking  the  engineering  course,  in  which  he  continued  until  in  his  second  year. 
On  April  22,  1917,  he  enlisted  at  Ladysmith,  Wis.,  in  the  United  States’  service, 
becoming  a  private  in  Troop  K.  He  was  sent  to  Camp  Douglas,  Wis.,  and  from 
there  to  Camp  McArthur  at  Waco,  Texas,  where  he  was  transferred  to  the  121st 
Field  Artillery,  32nd  Division.  In  the  spring  of  1918  he  crossed  to  France 
and  soon  found  himself  in  action  at  the  front.  He  took  part  in  the  fighting  in 
the  Haute  Alsace  sector,  June  9  to  July  22;  the  Aisne-Marne  offensive,  Aug. 
1  to  Aug.  6;  the  Fismes  sector,  Aug.  7  to  Aug.  22;  the  Oise-Arne  offensive, 
Aug.  28  to  Sept.  6;  the  Avecourt  sector,  Sept.  22  to  Sept.  25,  and  the  Meuse- 
Argonne  offensive,  Sept.  26,  to  Nov.  2,  1918.  He  remained  in  France  until  the 
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late  spring  of  1919,  returning  to  the  United  States  in  May,  and  being  honor¬ 
ably  discharged  at  Camp  Grant  May  16.  Though  he  had  passed  through  such 
a  long  and  severe  ordeal,  and  taken  part  in  some  of  the  fiercest  fighting,  he 
escaped  without  even  a  scratch.  He  is  now  a  student  in  the  State  University 
at  Madison,  Wis. 

Claude  C.  Morrison,  proprietor  of  a  well  equipped  drug  store  in  Barron, 
was  born  in  Bloomer,  Chippewa  County,  Wis.,  Dec.  28,  1884,  son  of  Elton  J. 
and  Medora  (Prill)  Morrison.  The  parents,  both  of  American  birth,  came  to 
this  locality  from  New  York  State  and  have  resided  here  for  the  last  fifty 
years.  They  were  married  in  Wisconsin.  Claude  C.  Morrison,  after  acquiring 
his  elementary  education  in  the  common  schools,  pursued  further  studies  in 
the  high  school  at  Bloomer.  In  1900  he  entered  the  drug  store  of  E.  C.  Dett- 
loff  at  Bloomer,  for  whom  he  worked  as  clerk  until  1906.  Then  to  obtain 
fuller  knowledge  of  the  business,  or  rather  of  the  scientific  part  of  it,  he  took 
a  course  in  pharmacy  at  the  Milwaukee  Medical  College  (now  Marquette 
University).  He  was  in  Eau  Claire  six  months,  then  in  Cumberland,  Wis.  In 
December,  1907,  he  came  to  Barron  and  entered  the  employ  of  W.  J.  Gillett, 
by  whom  he  was  employed  until  June,  1908,  in  which  month  he  purchased  the 
drug  business  of  his  employer  and  has  since  been  sole  proprietor.  He  has 
a  fine  store  on  La  Salle  street,  his  stock  including  in  addition  to  drugs,  Edison 
phonographs,  stationery,  school  supplies  and  a  soda  fountain.  Enterprising 
and  energetic,  he  has  built  up  a  good  and  profitable  business  and  is  numbered 
among  the  leading  citizens  of  Barron.  His  fraternal  affiliations  include  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  Masonic  Blue  Lodge  No.  220,  of  Barron,  in  which  he  has  passed 
all  the  chairs,  and  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias  lodge,  known  as  McKinley  Lodge 
No.  172,  which  he  joined  on  its  organization  in  1908.  Politically  Mr.  Morrison 
is  a  Democrat  but  not  an  active  politician.  He  is  interested  in  everything 
concerning  the  welfare  and  advancement  of  his  town  and  county  and  is  a 
useful  member  of  the  Barron  Commercial  Club. 

Oliver  Gulickson,  alderman,  property  owner  and  business  man  of  Bar¬ 
ron,  is  one  of  the  “live  men”  of  the  city.  He  is  progressive,  he  is  a  thorough 
believer  in  the  future  of  the  county,  he  is  doing  what  he  can  to  promote  its 
welfare,  and  he  holds  the  respect  and  esteem  of  his  fellow  men.  Born  in 
Stanley  Township,  this  county,  Feb.  24,  1889,  he  is  the  son  of  Andrew  and 
Thea  Gulickson,  natives  of  Norway,  and  early  settlers  of  this  county.  He 
was  reared  on  the  home  farm,  and  after  passing  through  the  district  schools, 
took  a  three  years’  course  in  the  Barron  high  school,  moving  to  this  city  from 
the  farm  with  the  other  members  of  the  family  when  he  was  about  fifteen. 
As  a  boy  he  apprenticed  himself  to  L.  K.  Sather,  the  merchant  tailor,  and  in 
1914  bought  out  the  establishment.  He  does  a  general  tailoring  business, 
including  cutting,  cleaning  and  pressing.  In  addition  to  his  business,  he  owns 
a  pleasant  home,  and  two  business  blocks  on  La  Salle  street.  Fraternally 
he  has  been  through  the  chairs  of  the  local  Odd  Fellow  lodge,  and  he  is  also  a 
Mason  and  a  Knight  of  Pythias.  His  service  as  alderman  dates  from  1917. 
Mr.  Gulickson  was  married  March  30,  1910,  to  Helga  Marie  Sather,  born  in 
St.  Paul  Sept.  19,  1890,  daughter  of  Ludwig  K.  and  Sophia  Sather,  and  they  have 
two  children:  Harland  Andrew,  born  Dec.  26,  1910;  and  Robert  Dale,  born 
Dec.  31,  1911. 

Ludwig  Sather,  at  one  time  a  Barron  tailor,  was  born  in  Norway,  and  was 
married  in  St.  Paul,  his  wife  being  a  native  of  Denmark.  They  came  to  Bar¬ 
ron  in  1901  and  here  Mr.  Sather  conducted  a  shop  until  he  sold  out  to  his 
son-in-law,  Oliver  Gulickson,  in  1914.  In  the  Sather  family,  aside  from  Mrs. 
Gulickson,  there  are  three  sons,  Harold  C.,  cashier  in  a  bank  at  Craig,  Colo.; 
Arthur  R.,  a  jeweler  at  Spooner,  Wis.,  and  Sigurd  L.,  a  jeweler  at  Grand 
Rapids,  Minn. 

Simon  Christeson,  formerly  a  hotel  keeper  in  Barron,  but  who  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years  has  been  engaged  in  agriculture,  is  well  known  in  Barron,  a  part 
of  his  land  lying  near  the  city,  which  he  formerly  served  as  alderman.  He  was 
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born  in  Gulbrandalen,  Norway,  March  22,  1855,  son  of  Christian  and  Marie 
Christeson.  The  father  dying  when  Simon  was  a  child,  the  latter  accom¬ 
panied  his  mother  to  America  in  1868,  the  family  including  the  mother  and 
four  children,  namely,  Anna,  Christian,  Simon  and  Andrew.  The  daughter, 
Anna,  is  now  deceased.  Christian  and  Andrew  are  deceased.  Mrs.  Marie 
Christeson  had  scarcely  been  settled  in  the  strange  land  to  which  she  had 
come  to  make  a  new  home — not  more  than  three  months — when  she  was  called 
away  by  death,  her  son,  Simon,  being  then  about  thirteen.  The  latter  had 
attended  common  school  in  Norway,  but  only  during  a  part  of  the  winter,  as 
he  was  early  obliged  to  help  support  himself.  After  his  mother’s  death  he 
went  to  work  on  the  farm  of  Henry  Van  Buren  in  Waukesha  County  for  five 
dollars  a  month  and  his  keep,  and  remained  with  him  for  about  two  years, 
or  until  the  fall  of  1870.  Soon  after  that  he  found  employment  in  lumbering 
under  John  Quaderer,  working  for  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.,  as  team  driver,  haul¬ 
ing  logs  and  supplies,  and  he  continued  in  that  occupation  under  the  same 
boss  for  about  ten  years,  or  until  the  time  of  his  marriage,  which  event  took 
place  Dec.  25,  1882,  his  bride  being  Mattie  Moffet,  daughter  of  Laurin  and 
Eliza  Moffet  of  Dallas,  Barron  County,  Wis.  She  was  born  in  Necedah,  Juneau 
County,  Wis.,  July  2,  1862.  Her  father,  who  was  a  farmer,  was  of  Scotch 
ancestry,  but  was  born  in  New  York  State.  He  died  in  Barron,  Wis.,  March 
17,  1895.  His  wife,  who  was  of  French  origin,  survived  him  nearly  nine  years, 
passing  away  Jan.  5,  1904.  Their  children  were  Emily,  William,  Laurin, 
Amelia,  Alvert  and  Mattie.  The  first  four  mentioned  are  now  deceased.  Alvert 
is  a  resident  of  Cloquet,  Minn.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Simon  Christeson  operated  the 
old  Quaderer  House  and  also  the  new  Quaderer  House,  which  Mr.  Christeson 
helped  to  build.  Mr.  Christeson  also  built  a  nice  residence  at  the  corner  of  La 
Salle  and  Eleventh  streets.  After  giving  up  the  hotel  he  became  a  farmr,  in 
which  occupation  he  has  since  continued,  owning  a  farm  of  160  acres  a  mile  and 
a  quarter  from  Barron,  and  109  acres  of  timber  land  in  Arland  Township.  His 
operations  have  been  successful  and  he  is  recognized  as  a  prosperous  and 
substanial  citizen.  Politically  he  is  a  Republican  with  independent  tendencies, 
and  for  nine  years  served  as  alderman  of  Barron.  He  and  his  wife  are  affili¬ 
ated  religiously  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Christe¬ 
son  have  been  the  parents  of  seven  children:  Raymond  A.,  born  July  4,  1885; 
Florence  M.,  Oct.  15,  1887;  Maude  A.,  Nov.  29,  1890;  Clifford  L.,  April  22, 
1892;  Howard  L.,  Aug.  12,  1896;  Lester  S.,  Aug.  18,  1899,  and  Russell  E.,  Aug. 
12,  1902,  who  died  Oct.  26,  1906.  Raymond  A.,  who  graduated  from  the  Barron 
High  School,  is  now  a  farmer.  Florence  M.,  also  a  graduate  of  the  high 
school,  is  a  bookkeeper  residing  at  home.  Maude  A.  is  the  wife  of  Francis  G. 
McGrath,  a  railroad  freight  conductor,  and  has  two  children,  Annis  Arleen 
and  Marion  Moreen,  twins,  borns  Sept.  16,  1914.  Clifford  L.,  a  graduate  of  the 
Barron  High  School,  is  a  structural  steel  worker  and  at  present  is  residing  at 
home.  He  served  in  the  World  War,  enlisting  in  July,  1917,  in  the  aviation 
corps,  and  training  in  Texas  camps.  In  March,  1918,  he  crossed  to  France, 
where  he  remained  until  October,  1919.  He  was  with  the  Army  of  Occupa¬ 
tion  in  Germany,  serving  as  a  mechanic  with  the  rank  of  sergeant.  Howard  L., 
also  a  high  school  graduate,  and  now  a  farmer,  in  the  early  period  of  the  war, 
as  participated  in  by  this  country,  was  drafted  into  the  United  States’  service 
July  23,  1918,  and  sent  to  Camp  Grant,  Illinois.  He  crossed  to  France  in 
August,  1918,  returning  home  in  September,  1919.  He  was  in  the  Army  of 
Occupation  and  while  in  Germany  served  in  the  Medical  Corps.  Lester  S.,  the 
youngest  surviving  son,  is  engaged  in  farming  and  resides  at  home.  The  family 
are  affiliated  religiously  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Melvin  H.  McKee,  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Barron  city,  proprietor 
of  a  well  patronized  grocery  store,  was  born  in  Fulton  County,  Indiana, 
son  of  Martin  A.  and  Martha  (Ellison)  McKee,  who  were  farmers  in  that 
county.  The  parents  were  of  Scotch  and  Irish  ancestry  but  American  born. 
Both  are  now  deceased.  Melvin  H.  in  his  boyhood  attended  the  common 
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school.  When  he  was  ten  years  old  his  father’s  death  made  it  necessary  for 
him  to  go  to  live  with  an  uncle,  and  on  the  latter’s  farm  he  remained  until  he 
was  fourteen.  From  that  age  he  not  only  had  to  support  himself  but  also  to 
help  his  mother,  and  he  has  ever  since  been  what  is  popularly  known  as  a 
“hustler.”  At  the  age  of  22,  with  a  brother,  William  A.,  he  came  to  Barron 
County,  Wisconsin,  and  here  found  work  in  a  sawmill,  his  first  employer  being 
W.  B.  Judd.  In  that  kind  of  work  he  continued  for  four  years,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  he  became  clerk  in  the  general  store  of  Ed  C.  Coleman.  In  1891  he 
began  business  for  himself,  opening  his  present  grocery  store  on  the  corner 
of  Second  and  La  Salle  streets,  and  by  enterprise,  industry  and  honest  dealing 
he  has  since  built  up  a  good  and  profitable  trade,  through  for  a  time  he  was 
handicapped  by  sickness  in  the  form  of  a  nervous  breakdown  which  occurred  in 
1908.  In  politics  Mr.  McKee  is  a  Republican  with  independent  tendencies, 
reserving  his  right  to  vote  for  the  best  candidate  without  respect  to  party 
affiliations.  He  has  served  Barron  city  as  clerk  for  the  past  20  years,  and  is  a 
citizen  of  high  standing  and  widely  esteemed.  He  is  the  owner  of  a  good 
residence  on  Second  street,  which  he  occupies  with  his  family.  Mr.  McKee 
was  married  June  17,  1894,  to  Gertrude  Jessie  Taft,  a  native  of  Minnesota, 
born  March  24,  1872,  daughter  of  Henry  P.  and  Ruby  (Marshall)  Taft.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  McKee  one  child  has  been  born,  a  daughter,  G.  Meryle,  on  Oct. 
5,  1896,  who  is  now  Mrs.  Lester  L.  Kunz,  of  Manitowoc,  Wis.  Mrs.  Kunz  has  a 
son,  Charles,  who  was  born  Sept.  5,  1920.  Henry  P.  Taft,  father  of  Mrs.  McKee, 
was  born  in  New  York  State,  coming  from  a  branch  of  the  same  family  of 
which  ex-President  Taft  is  a  notable  representative.  From  his  native  state  he 
went  to  Ohio  and  later  to  Iowa,  where  he  followed  a  mechanical  trade.  He 
died  in  Barron  March  17,  1917.  In  Clayton  County,  Iowa,  he  married  Ruby 
Marshall,  who  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  in  which  state  her  family  had  been 
long  established.  She  died  in  Barron,  Wis.,  Oct.  20,  1909.  Their  children  were: 
Gertrude,  who  became  the  wife  of  Melvin  H.  McKee;  G.  Albert,  now  of 
Menomonie,  Wis.;  Amos,  of  Rice  Lake,  Wis.;  Elmina  M.,  now  Mrs.  John  R. 
Terris,  of  Hopkins,  Minn.;  Robert  P.,  of  Stillwater,  Minn.;  Warren  E.,  of 
Barron,  and  one  who  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McKee  are  members  of 
Barron  M.  E.  Church,  and  in  former  years  were  very  active  in  both  church  and 
Sunday  school  work. 

Andrew  D.  Rewey,  architect,  and  formerly  contractor  and  builder,  is  a  man 
who  has  achieved  success  in  life  entirely  due  to  his  own  efforts.  Starting  with 
no  resources  save  those  inherent  in  himself — health,  courage,  ability  and  a 
capacity  for  hard  work — he  has  forged  ahead,  and  now  occupies  an  enviable 
position  among  his  fellow  men.  He  was  born  in  Herkimer  County,  New  York, 
March  14,  1862,  the  son  of  Wilber  and  Laura  (Mallery)  Rewey.  In  1857  the 
family  came  West  to  Walworth  County,  Wisconsin  and  settled  on  a  farm  near 
Delevan.  In  the  early  seventies  the  family  moved  to  a  farm  in  Emmett  County, 
Iowa,  where  the  parents  died.  Andrew  D.  came  to  Barron  County  in  1874  and 
took  up  his  residence  on  160  acres  of  wild  land  in  Maple  Grove  Township. 
Building  at  first  a  small  log  cabin,  he  gradually  improved  and  developed  the 
place  into  a  good  farm.  In  1880  he  moved  to  Chetek,  this  county,  and  took  up 
carpenter  work  for  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  About  1883  he  took  up  building  and 
contracting  for  himself,  and  in  1886  moved  to  Barron  City  where  he  continued 
in  the  same  line.  He  remained  in  business  until  1912,  when  he  engaged  in 
architectural  work.  He  has  designed  many  of  the  best  buildings  erected  in 
Barron  County  since  that  time,  including  nearly  all  the  modern  rural  schools. 
His  pleasant  home  is  located  on  First  street.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Maccabees.  Mr.  Rewey  was  married  Dec.  3,  1873,  to  Ellen  Larson,  who  was 
born  in  Muskego,  Waukesha  county,  Wis.,  June  11,  1854,  daughter  of  George 
and  Anna  (Hastings)  Larson,  both  of  whom  died  in  Waukesha  county,  the 
former  in  1861  and  the  latter  in  1854.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rewey  are  the  parents  of 
six  children:  Frank  A.,  Ora  May,  George  W.,  Onney  M.,  Frances  O.  and 
Reynold  X.  Frank  A.  was  born  June  16,  1876,  is  district  manager  for  the 
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De  Laval  Cream  Separator  Co.f  and  lives  at  Windom,  Minn.  He  married  Etta 
Whitterman,  and  has  two  children,  Bernice  and  Fayetta.  Ora  May  was  born 
June  1,  1879,  and  died  March  20,  1888.  George  W.  was  born  June  28,  1886, 
and  died  Nov.  30,  1890.  Onney  M.  was  born  July  3,  1889,  and  is  the  wife  of 
William  Torgeson,  of  Barron  City.  Frances  0.  was  born  Sept.  24,  1896,  and 
is  the  wife  of  Frank  Falkner,  of  Stanfold  Township,  this  county.  Reynold  X., 
born  Sept.  30,  1898,  is  at  home. 

John  P.  Hoffmann,  superintendent  of  the  Inderrieden  Canning  Co.’s  plant 
at  Barron,  was  born  in  Manitowoc  County,  August  24,  1866,  son  of  Charles  and 
Mary  (Vanderbloemen)  Hoffmann.  The  father  was  a  native  of  Germany,  who 
came  to  America  in  1854,  locating  in  Michigan  where  he  was  engaged  for 
some  time  in  railroad  construction  work.  He  then  engaged  in  farming  near 
Manitowoc,  Wis.,  buying  80  acres  of  wild  land  without  buildings  and  away 
from  any  road.  The  prospect  was  dreary,  but  he  had  little  money  and  was 
unable  to  purchase  an  improved  place.  In  time  he  developed  a  farm  and  his 
latter  years  were  spent  in  comparative  comfort.  His  death  occurred  about 
1894.  His  wife,  Mary,  was  born  in  Holland,  came  to  this  country  in  1850,  her 
parents,  like  the  Hoffmanns,  settling  on  land  near  Manitowoc,  Wis.,  where 
they  developed  a  farm.  She  died  in  1878.  John  P.  Hoffmann  was  reared  on 
the  home  farm  and  acquired  a  common  school  education.  At  the  age  of  17  he 
began  an  apprenticeship  to  the  carpenter’s  trade  under  Daniel  Boehmer  of 
Manitowoc,  with  whom  he  served  three  years.  In  1890  he  started  out  for  him¬ 
self  as  a  builder  and  contractor  and  was  thus  engaged  until  1899.  He  then 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Vaudrieul  Canning  Co.  at  Two  Rivers,  Wis.,  and  re¬ 
mained  with  that  concern  subsequently  for  nine  years.  He  then  became 
superintendent  at  Rice  Lake  for  the  Waukesha  Canning  Co.,  which,  after  a 
while,  went  into  the  receivers’  hands  and  was  later  taken  over  by  the  Inder¬ 
rieden  Canning  Co.  of  Chicago.  Mr.  Hoffman  remained  with  the  latter  com¬ 
pany  for  a  year  at  Rice  Lake  and  was  then  transferred  to  Barron,  where  he 
has  been  general  superintendent  of  their  plant  since  1912.  He  was  married 
Nov.  12,  1888,  to  Catherine  Neuman,  who  was  born  in  Missouri,  July  11,  1870, 
daughter  of  Philip  and  Barbara  Neuman,  later  residents  of  Two  Rivers,  Wis., 
where  Mrs.  Neuman  is  still  living,  Mr.  Neuman  being  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hoffmann  are  the  parents  of  seven  children:  Mary,  born  Aug.  15,  1889;  Clara, 
May  14,  1891;  Louis,  Sept.  6,  1893;  Josephine,  Jan.  17,  1895;  Philomena,  March 
6,  1898;  John,  Sept.  18,  1900;  and  Gertrude,  May  29,  1902.  Mary  is  now  Mrs. 
Adolph  Berg  of  Maple  Grove  Township,  Barron  County.  Clara  is  the  wife  of 
Lawrence  Hessel  of  Cameron,  Wis.  Louis  resides  in  Barron,  where  he  is  ware¬ 
house  foreman  for  the  Inderrieden  Canning  Co.  He  served  in  the  world  war, 
being  inducted  Aug.  2,  1918,  and  was  sent  to  Camp  Taylor,  Ky.,  where  he  was 
trained,  and  was  appointed  sergeant,  attached  to  Battery  F,  First  Regiment, 
F.  A.  R.  D.  He  was  discharged  Dec.  13,  1918.  Josephine  is  now  Sister  Catherine 
in  the  St.  Francis  convent  at  Green  Bay,  Wis.  Philomena  and  Gertrude  are 
residing  at  home  with  their  parents.  John,  who  was  graduated  from  St. 
Lawrence  College,  Fond  du  Lac  County,  Wis.,  now  resides  at  home  and  is 
employed  by  his  father  in  the  canning  factory.  The  family  are  members  of 
the  Catholic  parish  at  Barron.  In  politics,  Mr.  Hoffman  is  a  Democrat.  He 
is  secretary  of  his  parish  and  is  fraternally  affiliated  wth  the  Knights  of 
Columbus  and  the  Catholic  Foresters.  Mrs.  Hoffmann  has  five  brothers  and  two 
sisters  living,  namely:  John,  Philip,  George,  Joseph,  Julius,  Elizabeth  and 
Mary. 

The  A.  B.  Leaf  Tobacco  Co.  of  Barron,  was  organized  early  in  1920,  and  is 
one  of  the  flourishing  enterprises  of  the  community.  It  was  incorporated  the 
same  year  with  a  capital  of  $50,000,  with  Nels  O.  Tvedt,  president,  Otto  E. 
Anderson,  vice-president,  and  L.  Anderson,  secretary  and  treasurer.  Their 
warehouse  is  fully  equipped  for  the  handling  of  their  product  in  its  raw 
state.  It  has  the  dimensions  of  60  by  26  feet,  with  full  basement,  and  an 
addition  of  26  by  26  feet.  The  main  floor  is  used  for  storing  and  seasoning 
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and  for  the  offices,  while  in  the  basement  is  all  necessary  equipment  for  sizing, 
stripping  and  packing.  The  factory  furnishes  employment  to  about  twenty 
sizers  and  six  day  hands.  Mr.  Tvedt,  its  president  and  manager,  is  thoroughly 
competent  and  is  making  the  business  a  success.  It  was  he  who  started  the 
tobacco  raising  industry  in  Barron  County,  and  he  has  ever  since  been  an 
important  factor  in  its  development.  It  was  in  1898  that  he  raised  the  first 
tobacco  for  the  market  and  for  many  years  he  maintained  a  warehouse  on  his 
farm  before  moving  to  the  city. 

Nels  O.  Tvedt,  president  of  the  A.  B.  Leaf  Tobacco  Co.,  Barron,  was  born 
in  Stavanger,  Norway,  March  15,  1861,  son  of  Ole  0.  and  Kari  (Nettland) 
Tvedt.  He  came  to  America  in  1880  and  found  his  way  at  once  to  Dane  county, 
Wis.,  where  for  five  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  packing  and  sizing  of  tobacco. 
Then  he  went  to  the  Pacific  coast.  After  pressing  hay  the  first  summer,  he 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Blakely  Mill  Co.,  and  worked  for  a  year  and  a  half 
in  their  sawmills  and  loggiag  camp  between  Tacoma  and  Seattle.  In  the  fall 
of  1887  he  returned  to  Wisconsin,  and  worked  in  the  factory  of  the  Fuller  & 
Johnson  Co.,  at  Madison.  Subsequently  he  again  entered  the  tobacco  busi¬ 
ness,  growing  tobacco  in  the  summer,  and  working  as  a  sizer  and  packer  in 
warehouses  in  the  fall  and  winter.  In  the  spring  of  1895  he  came  to  Barron 
County  to  occupy  a  piece  of  wild  land  which  he  had  purchased  the  previous 
year  in  section  17,  Barron  Township.  He  housed  his  family  in  an  old  lumber 
camp,  while  he  erected  a  house,  a  structure  of  hewed  logs,  14  by  24  feet,  sided 
and  plastered,  with  a  frame  addition  12  by  14  feet  for  a  kitchen.  By  hard  work 
and  close  application  he  developed  this  farm,  erected  better  buildings,  and 
purchased  stock  and  equipment.  To  the  original  tract  he  added  by  purchase, 
until  the  place  consists  of  245  acres,  of  which  165  are  under  the  plow  and  the 
balance  in  cleared  pasture  land.  Mr.  Tvedt  retired  from  farm  work  in  1920, 
and  took  up  his  residence  in  Barron  City,  where  he  owns  a  comfortable  home. 
The  firm  of  the  A.  B.  Leaf  Tobacco  Co.  is  owned  by  him  and  the  Anderson 
Brothers  of  Menomonie,  Wis.  The  company  has  a  large  warehouse  here  and 
does  a  good  business.  Mr.  Tvedt  is  a  substantial  citizen,  served  the  town  of 
Barron  in  various  capacities,  including  that  of  supervisor,  and  has  always  stood 
for  everything  that  is  just  and  right.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Barron  Congrega¬ 
tion  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church  and  has  occupied  a  number  of  official 
positions  therein.  Mr.  Tvedt  was  married  Nov.  29,  1887,  to  Rachael  Stensland, 
daughter  of  Thor  and  Julia  Stensland,  of  Madison,  who  brought  her  from 
Norway  to  America  when  she  was  one  year  of  age  and  settled  on  a  farm  in 
Dane  County,  Wis.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tvedt  have  ten  children.  Clara  is  the  wife 
of  Earl  Butler,  who  is  manager  of  a  lumber  company  in  North  Dakota.  Theo¬ 
dore  is  on  the  home  farm.  Helen  is  the  wife  of  L.  R.  Smith,  who  is  in  the 
garage  business  in  Chetek,  this  county.  Henry  is  on  the  home  farm.  Ruth 
is  the  wife  of  Elmer  Tuft,  who  is  in  the  garage  business  at  Chetek,  with  his 
brother-in-law,  L.  R.  Smith.  Gertrude,  Esther  and  Norma  are  at  home.  Dorothy 
is  dead. 

Charles  D.  Blassingham,  who  for  the  last  twelve  years  has  efficiently  per¬ 
formed  the  duties  of  register  of  deeds  for  Barron  County,  was  born  in  Plym¬ 
outh,  Marshall  County,  Ind.,  Feb.  7,  1867,  son  of  Thomas  A.  and  Comfort  A. 
Blassingham,  his  parents  being  farmers.  When  he  was  14  years  old  the  family 
came  west  to  Barron  County,  Wis.,  settling  on  a  farm  in  Maple  Grove  Town¬ 
ship.  After  attending  common  school  to  the  age  of  18,  he  began  learning  the 
miller’s  trade  with  J.  W.  Taylor  of  Barron,  and  having  mastered  it,  he  sub¬ 
sequently  operated  Mr.  Taylor’s  flour  mill  until  1906,  in  which  year  he  moved 
to  Rice  Lake,  where  for  two  years  he  was  manager  of  a  similar  mill.  In 
1908  he  was  elected  to  his  present  position  as  register  of  deeds,  taking  office 
on  the  first  Monday  in  January,  1909,  and  through  successive  re-elections,  he 
has  since  continued  to  serve.  Politically,  he  has  always  been  a  Republican. 
As  a  public  official  he  has  proved  efficient  and  accommodating  and  has  gained 
a  wide  popularity.  Mr.  Blassingham  was  married  Sept.  13,  1895,  to  Anna  E. 


by  Google 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


NELS  O.  TVEDT  AND  FAMILY 


Digitized  by  LjOOQle 


HISTORY  OF  BARRON  COUNTY 


109 


Kottke,  who  was  born  in  Sheridan  Township,  Dunn  County,  Wis.,  April  13, 
1872,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Kottke.  He  and  his  wife  are  the 
parents  of  a  son,  Loyd  F.,  born  March  8,  1900,  who,  after  a  limited  attendance 
at  the  high  school,  entered  the  School  of  Electrical  Engineering  at  Milwaukee, 
from  which  he  was  graduated,  receiving  a  Bachelor  of  Science  Degree.  Mr. 
Blassingham  and  his  family  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of 
Barron  and  take  an  active  part  in  its  work,  both  religious  and  social.  Mr. 
Blassingham  js  a  member  of  several  fraternal  orders,  including  Camp  No.  1268, 

M.  W.  A.;  Barron  Lodge,  No.  33,  I.  0.  0.  F.,  and  the  grand  lodge  of  the  same 
order;  and  McKinley  Lodge,  No.  172,  K.  P.,  of  Barron.  He  has  passed  through 
the  chairs  in  the  two  first  mentioned  lodges,  and  is  the  district  grand  master 
deputy  of  the  I.  0.  0.  F. 

Edward  Falkenburg,  of  Barron,  road  master  for  the  Minneapolis,  St.  Paul 
&  Sault  Ste.  Marie  Railroad,  and  proprietor  of  a  flourishing  hardware  store 
in  this  city,  was  born  on  a  farm  at  Trondhjem,  Norway,  Nov.  20,  1865,  son  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ole  E.  Falkenburg.  His  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Karen 
Skjerdingstad,  came  of  one  of  the  oldest  Norwegian  families,  the  members  of 
which  could  trace  their  genealogical  line  back  to  the  eighth  century.  She 
died  in  her  native  land  and  Ole  E.  Falkenburg  subsequently  contracted  a  second 
marriage.  About  1880,  when  Edward  was  15  years  old,  he  accompanied  his 
father  and  step-mother  to  the  United  States,  he  being  then  the  only  living  child 
of  his  father.  The  family  located  on  a  farm  near  Baldwin,  St.  Croix  County, 
Wis.,  and  there  in  1905,  Ole  E.  Falkenburg  died.  In  addition  to  his  son, 
Edward,  he  had  by  his  first  wife,  two  daughters,  Helen  Caroline  and  Petra, 
both  of  whom  died  in  Norway.  By  his  second  wife  he  had  seven,  all  born  in 
America,  namely:  Hilda,  residing  at  Baldwin;  Emil,  of  Minneapolis;  Clara, 
now  Mrs.  Emil  Olson,  of  Ogalla  Township,  St.  Croix  County,  Wis.;*Otto,  who  is 
on  the  home  farm  at  Baldwin;  Carl,  of  Pasadena,  Cal.,  and  Petra  and  Benjamin, 
both  living  at  Baldwin.  Edward  Falkenburg  acquired  a  common  school  edu¬ 
cation  in  his  native  land.  He  remained  at  home  till  the  age  of  16,  and  then 
began  work  as  a  railroad  laborer  on  the  Omaha  line,  being  thus  occupied  for 
four  or  five  years.  Then  he  became  a  section  foreman  on  the  Northern  Pacific 
and  after  that  a  freight  brakeman.  His  next  position  was  as  section  foreman 
with  the  road  for  which  he  is  now  working,  the  Minneapolis,  St.  Paul  &  Sault 
Ste.  Marie,  and  after  remaining  as  such  until  February,  1892,  he  was  made 
road  master,  which  position  he  still  holds.  For  about  18  years  he  served  the 
“Soo”  road  in  North  Dakota,  with  headquarters  at  Enderlin,  coming  back  to 
Barron  in  June,  1909.  Mr.  Falkenburg  is  well  advanced  in  the  Masonic  order, 
being  a  member  of  the  Blue  Lodge  and  Chapter  at  Enderlin,  N.  D.,  the  Com- 
mandery  at  Lisbon,  N.  D.,  and  Zagel  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine  at  Fargo, 

N.  D.  He  also  belongs  to  Birch  Camp  of  Modern  Woodmen  at  Barron,  and  to 
the  Odd  Fellows’  Lodge  of  the  same  city.  Politically,  he  is  a  Republican,  but 
reserves  the  right  to  vote  for  the  best  candidate  regardless  of  party.  Mr. 
Falkenburg  was  married  June  28,  1891,  to  Marthina  Selvig,  daughter  of  Lars 
and  Louise  Selvig  of  Prairie  Farm  Township,  Barron  County.  She  was  born 
in  Menomonie,  Wis.,  April  17,  1872.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Falkenburg  began  domestic 
life  in  Barron.  They  have  had  six  children,  Carrie  Lenore,  Louis  Oliver, 
Philip  Edward,  Eva  Louise,  Oliver  Selvig  and  Mavis  Leona.  Carrie  Lenore 
was  born  June  11,  1893.  Louis  Oliver,  born  Oct.  15,  1898,  died  May  6,  1900. 
Philip  Edward,  born  Oct.  15,  1898,  was  graduated  from  the  Barron  High 
School  and  is  now  a  student  in  Ripon  College.  He  enlisted  in  the  U.  S.  Army 
May  1,  1917,  trained  at  Key  West,  Fla.,  as  a  member  of  the  2nd  Company, 
Coast  Artillery,  and  crossed  to  France  in  March,  1918.  There  he  was  trans¬ 
ferred  to  headquarters  of  the  32nd  Brigade  and  served  as  chauffeur  until  the 
armistice.  He  left  France  for  the  United  States  Nov.  11,  1918,  landed  at  New¬ 
port  Dec.  31,  1918,  and  arrived  home  Feb.  5,  1919.  Eva  Louise,  born  Sept.  9, 
1903,  is  a  graduate  of  the  Barron  High  School.  Oliver  Selvig,  born  Sept.  6, 
1907,  is  attending  school.  Mavis  Leona  was  born  Nov.  24,  1913.  Mr.  and 
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Mrs.  Falkenburg  were  reared  in  the  faith  of  the  Lutheran  Church  but  are  now 
members  of  the  Episcopal  Church  of  Barron. 

Christopher  P.  Stenerson,  assistant  cashier  of  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Barron,  president  of  the  Bank  of  Campia,  Wis.,  secretary-treasurer  of  the 
Barron  County  National  Farm  Loan  and  otherwise  closely  connected  with  the 
financial  interests  of  Barron  County,  was  born  in  Wilson  Township,  Dunn 
County,  Wis.,  Oct.  5,  1886,  son  of  Peder  and  Oline  Stenerson.  The  parents  were 
natives  of  Norway,  the  father  coming  to  America  about  the  close  of  the  Civil 
War,  and  locating  in  Trempealeau  County,  Wis.  The  mother  came  to  this 
country  some  years  later,  and  they  were  married  in  Trempealeau  County, 
whence  they  subsequently  removed  to  Dunn  County,  where  as  pioneers  they 
homesteaded  160  acres  of  wild  land.  Both  are  now  living  at  Nevis,  Minn., 
Peder  Stenerson  owning  land  both  in  Minnesota  and  in  Montana.  They  had 
seven  children — Sam,  now  deceased;  Petra  Olson  of  Yakima,  Wash.;  Nels,  who 
resides  at  Prairie  Farm,  Barron  County;  Martin  of  La  Crosse,  Wis.;  Chris¬ 
topher  P.,  subject  of  this  sketch,  and  Henry  and  Otto  of  Baker,  Mont.  Chris¬ 
topher  P.  Stenerson  acquired  his  elementary  education  in  the  common  schools 
of  Dunn  County,  Wis.,  and  subsequently  attended  the  normal  school  at  Madison, 
Minn.,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1904.  Then  for  four  years  he  taught  rural 
school  in  Dunn  County.  In  1908  he  went  to  St.  Paul,  where  he  took  a  full 
course  in  the  Globe  Business  College  and  was  graduated.  Thus  equipped,  he 
took  a  position  with  the  West  Publishing  Company  of  that  city  as  accountant, 
and  then  remained  there  until  1914.  Then  returning  to  Dunn  County,  he  en¬ 
gaged  in  mercantile  business  at  Ridgeland  with  his  brothers  Henry  and  Otto, 
and  was  thus  occupied  until  1917.  In  that  year  he  sold  his  interest  in  the 
store,  and  came  to  Barron  in  May  as  assistant  cashier  of  the  First  National 
Bank,  of  which  institution  he  is  also  a  stockholder.  He  is  also  a  stockholder 
in  the  Bank  of  Campia,  of  which,  as  already  stated,  he  is  president.  Mr. 
Stenerson  has  made  good  progress  as  a  business  man  and  owns  a  nice  modern 
residence  on  South  La  Salle  Street,  Barron.  He  also  takes  an  active  part  in 
the  affairs  of  local  government,  being  alderman  and  supervisor  of  the  First 
Ward  of  the  cijy.  While  residing  in  Dunn  County  he  served  as  township  clerk 
and  treasurer,  and  in  Barron  County  he  has  served  as  chairman  of  the  County 
Chapter  of  the  American  Red  Cross.  His  fraternal  affiliations  are  with  the  local 
Masonic  Lodge,  No.  220,  of  Barron.  Mr.  Stenerson  was  married  Oct.  20, 1910,  to 
Maxine  Dalton,  daughter  of  Herschel  G.  and  Frances  (Meyer)  Dalton  of  Gran- 
ton,  Wis.,  and  who  was  born  at  Downing,  Wis.,  July  11,  1887.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Stenerson  began  home-making  in  St.  Paul.  They  are  the  parents  of  two  children 
— Arlyn  Enoma,  born  March  31,  1916,  and  Douglas  C.,  born  Aug.  29,  1920.  Mr. 
Stenerson  was  reared  in  the  faith  of  the  Lutheran  Church  but  he  and  his  wife 
are  now  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Barron.  Politically,  he 
is  a  Republican  but  acts  independently  on  occasion,  being  influenced  more  by 
the  character  of  a  candidate  than  by  his  party. 

Louis  E.  Oleson,  the  efficient  superintendent  of  the  Barron  County  poor 
house,  was  born  in  Rose  Hill,  Chicago,  June  9,  1863.  The  parents,  Andrew  and 
Mary  Oleson,  were  natives  of  Norway,  but  were  married  in  this  country.  The 
father  was  a  painter  by  trade,  but  in  the  fall  of  1873  came  alone  to  Barron 
County,  Wis.,  and  homesteaded  160  acres  in  what  is  now  section  34,  Bear  Lake 
Township.  The  land  was  all  wild  and  without  buildings,  and  his  first  task 
was  to  build  a  half-roof  log  house.  He  then  began  breaking  his  land,  re¬ 
mained  on  the  farm  during  the  winter,  and  in  March,  1874,  was  joined  by  his 
family,  who  made  the  trip  from  Baldwin,  Wis.,  by  team.  On  the  way  they 
met  with  an  adventure,  the  team  running  away  with  Mrs.  Oleson,  who,  however, 
escaped  serious  injury.  Their  early  life  on  the  farm  was  one  of  hard  work  and 
more  or  less  privation,  as  they  had  no  means.  Soon  also  a  great  misfortune 
befell  the  family,  as  in  the  fall  of  1875  the  little  son  August,  then  five  years  old, 
was  lost  in  the  woods  and  never  found,  although  a  search,  joined  in  by  at  least 
five  hundred  people,  was  kept  up  for  weeks.  After  struggling  along  for  two 
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years,  Andrew  Oleson  went  in  1876  to  St.  Louis  to  take  a  job  at  which  he  could 
earn  some  money,  leaving  his  family  on  the  farm.  But  fortune  was  still  un- 
propitious,  for  in  the  spring  of  the  following  year,  1877,  he  died  in  St.  Louis  at 
the  age  of  51  years.  His  widow  was  thus  left  with  the  four  surviving  children, 
the  eldest,  Louis,  E.,  being  then  under  fourteen.  The  other  survivors  were 
Albert,  Anna  and  Caroline.  Mrs.  Oleson  survived  all  these  misfortunes,  and 
with  the  assistance  of  her  son  Louis,  and  occasional  help  from  the  neighbors 
managed  to  keep  the  farm  going  and  bring  up  her  children.  She  died  at  Stevens 
Point,  Wis.,  in  1916  at  the  age  of  71  yeaTs.  All  the  children  are  living  except 
the  lost  child  August.  Albert  is  now  at  Deer  River,  Minn.  Anna  is  a  school 
teacher  at  Stevens  Point,  Wis.,  and  Caroline  is  a  teacher  in  St.  Paul.  Both  the 
daughters  are  unmarried.  Louis  E.  Oleson’s  educational  opportunities  were 
confined  to  the  district  school  and  were  very  limited,  as,  after  his  father’s 
death  he  was  his  mother’s  chief  reliance,  a  trust  which  he  faithfully  fulfilled. 
He  remained  on  the  home  farm  until  arriving  at  the  age  of  twenty,  and  then 
went  to  work  at  lumbering.  For  21  years  he  was  in  the  employ  of  Knapp, 
Stout  &  Co.,  during  the  first  seven  years  doing  general  work,  and  for  15  years 
holding  the  position  of  foreman.  In  1887  he  began  farming  for  himself,  buying 
80  acres  in  Bear  Lake  Township,  where  he  remained  two  years.  In  1892  he 
sold  that  place  and  bought  80  acres  in  Rice  Lake  Township,  which  tract  he 
began  improving.  Later  he  bought  another  80  acres,  and  about  1897  still 
another  tract  of  the  same  size,  all  adjacent,  which  gave  him  a  farm  of  240 
acres  on  which  he  erected  a  fair  set  of  buildings,  besides  clearing  and  develop¬ 
ing  his  land.  There  he  remained  until  the  fall  of  1917,  when  he  moved  to  Rice 
Lake  city,  being  engaged  to  patrol  the  state  trunk  line  including  a  territory 
about  Rice  and  Long  Lakes  of  twelve  miles.  He  was  thus  engaged  until  the 
fall  of  1918,  when  he  was  appointed  to  his  present  position  as  superintendent 
of  the  Barron  County  poor  farm,  one  in  which  he  has  made  a  good  and  satis¬ 
factory  record.  In  1917  Mr.  Oleson  sold  his  Rice  Lake  farm.  While  living  there 
he  served  two  years  on  the  town  board,  and  was  also  for  seven  years  town 
assessor.  Politically  he  is  a  Republican,  though  reserving  his  right  to  vote 
for  the  fittest  candidate  irrespective  of  party.  Mr.  Oleson  was  married  April 
10,  1887,  to  Jennie  M.,  daughter  of  Halvor  and  Oleana  Knutson,  of  Colfax,  Wis. 
She  was  born  in  Norway  July  14,  1865,  and  was  two  years  old  when  she  came 
to  America  with  her  parents  in  1867.  They  were  very  poor  and  settled  on  gov¬ 
ernment  land,  living  in  a  log  house,  and  the  father  grubbing  for  others  to  get 
a  start.  Of  the  ten  children  in  the  family  seven  are  now  living.  Mr.  Knutson, 
who  was  finally  successful,  died  in  December,  1907,  and  was  survived  by  his 
wife,  who  is  now  81  years  old  and  a  resident  of  Rice  Lake.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Louis 
E.  Oleson  have  had  nine  children,  their  record  in  brief  being  as  follows:  Wil¬ 
liam  L.,  born  Feb.  15,  1888,  at  Colfax,  Wis.,  and  now  residing  at  Rice  Lake, 
was  married  June  30,  1920,  to  Anna  M.  Schultz  of  Cumberland  Township. 
Florence  M.,  born  April  19,  1890,  is  the  wife  of  Ole  Holder  of  Rice  Lake  and 
has  three  children,  Ruby,  Aura  and  Orville.  Clarence  A.,  born  May  17,  1893, 
is  a  telephone  lineman  living  at  Rice  Lake.  Percy  R.,  born  Feb.  13,  1896,  died 
Dec.  17,  1915.  Chester  O.,  born  Sept.  16,  1899,  is  with  his  father  on  the  county 
farm.  He  was  married  Feb.  9,  1920,  to  Evelyn  Miller,  daughter  of  Peter  and 
Carrie  Miller  of  Rice  Lake.  Hazel  L.,  a  twin  sister  of  Chester,  is  the  wife  of 
William  Behrens  of  Rice  Lake  and  has  one  child,  Jeanette.  Gladys  M.  and 
Elsie  I.,  twins,  were  born  Aug.  14,  1903,  and  are  now  residing  at  home,  as  also 
is  Norman  W.,  born  March  3,  1917.  The  record  of  the  Oleson  family  is  one  of 
interest  as  showing  how  a  prosperous  station  in  life  may  be  won  in  spite  of 
humble  beginnings  and  early  misfortunes  through  industry,  perseverance  and 
self-reliance. 

Floyd  J.  Wells,  proprietor  of  the  Barron  Monumental  Works,  one  of  the 
important  industries  of  Barron  city,  and  largely  built  up  by  him,  was  born  at 
Sparta,  Wis.,  son  of  Henry  C.  and  Elizabeth  (Kross)  Wells.  He  was  educated 
in  the  public  and  high  schools  of  Sparta,  Wis.  In  1915  he  accepted  a  position 
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with  the  Melgard  Monument  Works  of  that  place  as  traveling  salesman,  and 
remained  with  that  concern  until  the  fall  of  1916,  making  a  good  record.  He 
then  came  to  Barron  and  purchased  his  present  business,  which  had  been 
established  here  in  1908  by  E.  C.  Melgard,  who  had  operated  it  until  it  was 
purchased  by  Mr.  Wells.  The  latter  rebuilt  the  plant,  installing  modern  ma¬ 
chinery,  including  a  traveling  hoisting  crane  of  five-ton  lifting  capacity.  The 
business  has  been  considerably  extended  and  now  covers  territory  from  Rhine¬ 
lander  to  Osceola,  and  as  far  north  as  Superior,  about  40,000  square  miles.  The 
work  building  has  ground  dimensions  of  16  by  40  feet,  with  an  office  16  by  16 
feet.  The  concern  handles  Wisconsin,  Vermont  and  Minnesota  granite,  which 
is  secured  in  the  rough  and  worked  out  in  the  plant  by  highly  skilled  workmen. 
It  carries  the  largest  stock  of  finished  granite  to  be  found  with  any  concern 
in  the  northern  half  of  the  state,  and  in  addition  to  the  workmen  in  the  plant 
has  an  adequate  force  of  salesmen  on  the  road,  high  class  work  and  quick  truck 
delivery  being  guaranteed.  Since  Mr.  Wells  took  hold  of  the  work,  the  output 
has  amounted  to  $100,000,  having  had  a  rapid  increase,  each  year’s  business 
having  more  than  doubled.  Politically  Mr.  Wells  may  be  classed  as  an  inde¬ 
pendent  Republican.  He  is  a  member  of  Lodge  No.  220,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of 
Barron;  McKinley  Lodge,  No.  172,  K.  P.,  and  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  Lodge  No.  38,  also 
of  Barron.  He  was  married  Sept.  29,  1916,  to  Anna  Melgard,  daughter  of  Olaf 
and  Amelia  Melgard  of  Cashton,  Monroe  County,  Wis.  He  and  his  wife  are 
the  parents  of  one  child,  Ida  May,  who  was  born  Oct.  26,  1918. 

August  Wesslin,  proprietor  of  the  Barron  Woodworks,  was  born  in  Sweden, 
March  21,  1891,  son  of  Erick  and  Louise  (Olean)  Wesslin  of  Hillsdale,  this 
county.  He  came  to  America  with  his  parents  and  received  his  education  in 
Indiana  and  Wisconsin,  having  the  advantage  of  two  years’  high  school.  He 
learned  carpenter  work  and  cabinet  making  in  school  and  was  employed  with 
his  father  for  several  years.  In  1911  he  came  to  Barron  as  a  general  contractor. 
In  1916  he  bought  the  Barron  Woodworks.  He  now  carries  on  general  con¬ 
tracting  and  woodworking,  erecting  dwelling  houses  during  the  summer 
seasons  and  preparing  the  lumber  and  interior  furnishings  during  the  winter. 
He  was  inducted  into  the  United  States  service  March  22,  1918,  and  served  as 
mechanic  for  the  Eighth  Company,  Coast  Artillery,  at  Fort  Andrews,  Mass., 
for  eleven  months.  He  is  a  member  of  the  American  Legion  and  of  the  Odd 
Fellows. 

Franklin  M.  Wolworth  was  born  in  New  York  State,  June  6,  1858,  son  of 
Hartwell  C.  and  Sarah  E.  (Tuxbury)  Wolworth,  who  settled  on  a  farm  near 
Tomah,  Monroe  County,  this  state,  about  1870.  He  was  educated  in  New  York 
State  and  in  Wisconsin,  and  as  a  young  man  was  employed  in  construction 
work  on  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railroad.  He  also  was  engaged 
on  the  home  farm.  In  the  spring  of  1888  he  went  to  New  Dam,  Wis.,  and  in 
1890  to  Tomahawk,  Wis.  It  was  in  1892  that  he  came  to  Barron  as  superin¬ 
tendent  of  bridge  construction  work  for  the  “Soo”  line.  The  meat  business 
occupied  his  attention  at  Amery,  Polk  County,  from  1896  to  1899,  in  which 
latter  year  he  again  returned  to  Barron,  and  opened  a  market,  which  is  still 
carried  on  by  his  son.  Mr.  Wolworth  died  Jan.  10,  1920,  and  his  loss  was  sin¬ 
cerely  mourned.  He  was  an  upright  man,  a  good  father,  a  kindly  husband, 
and  a  progressive  citizen,  he  occupied  an  excellent  place  in  the  esteem  of  his 
fellow  men,  and  achieved  success  from  a  material  standpoint  as  well.  The 
comfortable  home  on  Division  Street,  now  occupied  by  the  widow,  and  the 
sightly  brick  block  in  the  business  center  which  he  started  and  his  son  finished, 
stand  as  monuments  to  his  business  enterprise  and  to  his  faith  in  the  future 
of  Barron  County.  Fraternally  he  was  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  the 
M.  W.  A.  In  politics,  while  he  ha3  decided  convictions  on  public  questions,  he 
did  not  care  to  mingle  actively,  preferring  to  give  all  his  attention  to  his  work 
and  his  business.  His  religious  duties  were  paid  at  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  Mr.  Wolworth  was  married  June  28,  1882,  to  Persis  A.  Goff,  born  Jan. 
14,  1864,  on  a  farm  near  Tunnel  City,  Wis.,  daughter  of  Stephen  D.  and  Lucinda 
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I.  (Molyneaux)  Goff,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  May  12,  1825,  and  died  Dec. 
5,  1912,  and  the  latter  of  whom  was  born  Feb.  16,  1836,  and  died  Aug.  15,  1908. 
Their  declining  years  were  spent  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wolworth,  in  Barron 
County.  Mrs.  Wolworth  was  the  fourth  in  the  family,  the  others  being:  Sirena, 
born  Aug.  21,  1856;  William  H.,  born  Jan.  20,  1860;  Lawrence  E.,  born  Aug.  27, 
1861 ;  Milton  L.,  born  April  26,  1865  (deceased) ;  E.  Whiting,  born  April  5, 
1867;  Cecelia  B.,  born  June  17,  1872  (deceased) ;  Stephen  T.,  born  Sept.  1,  1874. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wolworth  were  the  parents  of  three  children — Leroy  M.,  Ina 
S.  and  Lloyd  F.  Leroy  M.  was  born  May  28,  1883,  and  succeeded  his  father  in 
business.  Ina  S.  was  born  Jujy  1,  1888,  was  married  March  6,  1912,  to  Roy  R. 
Simpson,  of  Maple  Grove  Township,  this  county,  and  has  two  children — Ida  B., 
born  Oct.  29,  1913,  and  Elsie  May,  born  Oct.  31,  1915.  Lloyd  F.  is  taking  the 
mechanical  engineering  course  at  the  University  of  Wisconsin.  He  was  born 
Aug.  9,  1896,  entered  the  United  States  service  in  the  fall  of  1918,  and  trained 
at  Camp  McArthur,  Waco,  Texas.  He  served  first  in  the  infantry,  then  in  the 
engineering  corps  and  then  in  the  ordnance  corps.  He  was  married  Aug.  13, 
1919,  to  Grace  Mitchell,  of  Rice  Lake,  this  county. 

Leroy  M.  Wolworth,  of  the  firm  of  Leroy  M.  Wolworth  &  Co.,  Barron  City, 
was  born  near  Tunnell  City,  Wi3.,  May  28,  1883,  the  son  of  Franklin  M.  and 
Persia  A.  (Goff)  Wolworth.  He  passed  through  the  public  graded  schools 
and  took  a  three  years’  course  in  the  Barron  High  School.  From  early  boy¬ 
hood  he  was  associated  with  his  father  in  the  mercantile  business,  and  in  1920 
when  his  father  died  he  took  over  the  meat  business,  made  his  wife  a  partner  in 
the  firm,  and  finished  the  sightly  modern  brick  building  which  his  father  had 
planned,  and  which  is  now  an  ornament  to  the  business  center  of  the  town. 
With  the  exception  of  one  year  and  a  half  in  Colorado,  he  has  spent  all  his  life, 
thus  far,  in  Wisconsin.  In  addition  to  his  business  he  owns  a  good  farm  of  80 
acres,  a  mile  and  a  quarter  northwest  of  Barron  City.  His  city  residence  on 
Franklin  Street  he  has  recently  sold.  Fraternally  Mr.  Wolworth  is  a  member 
of  the  Modern  Woodmen  and  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the 
Methodist  church.  Mr.  Wolworth  was  married  Oct.  17,  1906,  to  Mary  E.  Cuth- 
bert,  born  in  Burns  Township,  LaCrosse  County,  thi3  state,  Dec.  17,  1881, 
daughter  of  William  and  Isabelle  Cuthbert,  now  of  Barron.  This  union  has 
been  blessed  with  three  children — Merton  C.,  Myra  and  Isabelle. 

Fred  N.  Canfield,  telegraph  operator  and  cashier  for  the  “Soo”  line  at 
Barron,  was  born  in  Whaland,  Minn.,  June  29,  1885,  son  of  Charles  and  Chris¬ 
tina  (Johnson)  Canfield.  Charles  Canfield  came  from  Saratoga,  N.  Y.,  to  Min¬ 
nesota  in  1860,  and  is  now  with  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  at  Winne¬ 
bago,  Minn.,  where  he  is  a  well-known  citizen  and  where  for  a  while  he  was 
postmaster.  Fred  N.  received  his  early  education  in  the  district  schools,  and 
completed  his  educational  training  in  the  high  school  at  Winnebago.  Then  he 
started  railroading  with  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul,  being  stationed 
at  Winnebago,  Minn.,  then  at  La  Crosse,  Wis.,  and  then  at  Madison,  South 
Dakota,  until  1914.  In  that  year  he  entered  his  present  employ  at  Barron. 
He  has  made  many  friends  here,  is  well  liked,  and  has  entered  into  the  life 
of  the  place.  He  has  just  completed  a  modern  residence  which  is  both  sightly 
and  convenient.  Mr.  Canfield  was  married  Sept.  3,  1917,  to  Alice  Pelkie,  born 
Jan.  8,  1897,  daughter  of  Frank  and  Margaret  (Olive)  Pelkie,  qow  of  Glad¬ 
stone,  Mich.,  both  natives  of  Canada,  the  father  born  in  1867  and  the  mother 
in  1871.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Canfield  have  one  son,  Robert  Frederick,  born  in  Barron, 
Nov.  19,  1919. 

John  P.  Salscheider,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Barron  Lumber  Com¬ 
pany,  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  coming  young  men  of  the  county.  He  served 
during  the  World  War  first  as  sergeant  and  then  as  lieutenant.  He  is  secretary 
and  treasurer  of  the  Barron  Business  Men’s  Club,  he  is  keeper  of  records  and 
seals  in  McKinley  Lodge,  No.  172,  K.  P.,  Barron;  he  is  a  popular  member  of 
C.  F.  Schmidt  Lodge,  K.  C.,  at  Rice  Lake,  Wis.,  and  he  is  taking  an  interest  in 
everything  that  has  for  its  object  the  advancement  of  the  city  and  county.  He 
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is  hard  working,  thrifty,  active  and  popular,  and  his  friends  predict  for  him  a 
still  more  prosperous  future.  .  Mr.  Salscheider  was  born  in  Amherst,  Wis., 
Sept.  6,  1887,  son  of  Adam  and  Esther  (Monnette)  Salscheider.  He  passed 
through  the  common  schools  of  his  native  town,  graduated  from  the  business 
course  at  the  Merrill  (Wis.)  High  School,  and  worked  his  way  through  the 
Wausau  (Wis.)  Business  College  by  clerking  in  a  hotel  at  that  place.  At 
seventeen  years  of  age,  he  was  employed  as  bookkeeper  at  Antigo,  Wis.,  and 
remained  there  until  1909  when  he  went  to  St.  Paul  as  cashier  of  the  Twin 
City  Taxicab  Co.  In  1913  he  came  to  Barron  City  as  cashier  and  bookkeeper 
for  the  Barron  Lumber  Co.  and  in  the  spring  of  the  following  year  purchased 
an  interest  and  assumed  his  present  position.  He  entered  the  World  War 
service  June  7,  1917,  and  had  charge  of  the  first  group  of  draftees  which  went 
from  Barron  County  to  Camp  Grant,  Rockford,  Ill.  He  there  served  eight 
months  as  sergeant  in  the  341st  Infantry.  He  was  then  transferred  to  the 
Quartermasters'  Training  School  at  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  where  he  served  as 
instructor  for  five  months.  Oct.  1,  1918,  he  was  commissioned  second  lieuten¬ 
ant,  and  was  sent  to  Spartansburg,  S.  C.,  as  assistant  division  quartermaster 
for  the  96th  Division.  There  he  was  discharged,  Dec.  12,  1918,  and  at  once 
returned  to  Barron  and  resumed  his  business. 

John  Seibolt,  business  man  of  Barron,  was  born  in  Racine  County,  Wis., 
Jan.  18,  1864,  son  of  George  and  Katherine  (Hoffnail)  Seibolt,  natives  of  Ger¬ 
many.  George  Seibolt  came  to  America  in  1848,  and  located  at  Racine,  Wis., 
where,  in  1862,  he  enlisted  in  the  Civil  War.  Upon  his  discharge  in  1863,  he 
went  to  New  York  State,  where  he  was  employed  as  a  gardener  and  as  an  em¬ 
ploye  in  a  malt  house.  In  1866  he  came  back  to  Wisconsin,  and  bought  80  acres 
in  Monroe  County,  on  which  he  farmed  until  1879,  when  he  again  went  back  to 
New  York  State,  where  he  was  employed  in  gardening.  He  took  up  his  home 
with  his  son,  John,  in  Wisconsin,  in  1893,  but  afterward,  again  went  to  New 
York  State,  and  died  in  Buffalo,  in  September,  1907.  John,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  received  his  early  education  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  and  farmed  for  some 
time  with  his  father  in  Monroe  County,  Wis.  In  1879,  when  his  parents  went 
East,  he  went  to  Jackson  County,  in  this  state,  and  purchased  a  sawmill,  which 
he  operated  for  four  years.  This  he  sold,  but,  after  a  brief  interval  in  Mon¬ 
roe  county,  he  returned  to  Jackson  County,  purchased  160  acres  of  land  and 
another  sawmill,  and  operated  the  farm  and  sawmill  until  1900.  Then  he  came 
to  Barron  and  worked  in  a  sawmill  here.  Afterward  he  operated  a  bicycle 
shop  for  two  years  and  a  meat  market  for  six  years.  In  1913  he  acquired  a 
sawmill  in  Poskin,  Wis.,  to  which  he  devoted  his  winter  months  until  he  sold 
out  in  1918.  In  the  meantime  for  many  years  he  has  operated  threshing  ma¬ 
chines  during  the  fall  seasons,  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  best  in  his  line  in 
this  locality.  Mr.  Seibolt  was  married  Jan.  13,  1892,  to  Agnes  James,  who  was 
born  May  16,  1863,  daughter  of  Evan  and  Mary  (Lea)  James,  natives  respec¬ 
tively  of  Wales  and  England.  The  mother  came  to  America  in  1846  and  the 
father  in  1867  and  after  their  marriage  they  settled  in  Jefferson  County,  Wis., 
going  to  Monroe  County  in  1867,  and  there  farming  until  1893.  They  then 
moved  to  Tomah,  Wis.,  where  Mr.  James  died  June  9,  1896  and  Mrs.  James, 
Oct.  13,  1877.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Seibolt  have  five  children:  Hattie  E.,  Lura  K., 
George  E.,  John  L.  and  Walter  E.  Hattie  E.  was  born  Feb.  4,  1893,  married 
Leslie  J.  Miller,  now  a  manual  training  teacher  in  Tyrone,  New  Mexico,  and 
has  one  son,  William  Lea  D.  Miller,  born  Oct.  25,  1920.  Lura  K.,  born  Jan.  19, 
1896,  is  now  teaching  in  North  Dakota.  George  E.,  born  May  22,  1897,  and 
John  L.,  born  Aug.  4,  1899,  are  working  on  the  “Soo”  line,  George  E.,  having  his 
headquarters  in  Minneapolis,  and  John  L.  in  Barron.  Walter  E.,  born  April  6, 
1902,  is  at  home  and  follows  the  carpenter’s  trade. 

Clayton  B.  Richards  is  one  of  the  names  enrolled  on  the  scrolls  of  the 
Nation’s  heroes.  Leaving  a  prosperous  career,  which  promised  much  for  the 
future,  he  entered  the  service  of  his  country,  proved  a  good  soldier,  and  laid 
down  his  life  on  the  field  of  battle.  His  memory  will  ever  be  cherished.  Clay- 
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ton  B.  Richards  was  born  in  Stewart,  Minn.,  Oct.  20,  1887,  son  of  John  and 
Gertrude  Richards,  who  now  reside  in  Barron.  He  came  to  Barron  with  his 
parents,  and  here  completed  his  education.  For  a  while  he  clerked  in  various 
stores,  and  in  1913,  in  partnership  with  William  Lee,  established  a  grocery 
store.  In  1916  he  became  the  sole  owner.  The  store  prospered  under  his 
management,  and  was  constantly  increasing  in  business  and  capacity.  May  1, 
1918,  Mr.  Richards  was  inducted  into  the  United  States  service,  and  trained 
with  Company  H,  53rd  Infantry,  6th  Division,  at  Camp  Wadsworth,  South 
Carolina.  He  sailed  for  France  July  4,  1918,  landed  there  July  21,  1918,  and 
was  killed  in  action  in  the  Mittlach  Sector,  Oct.  4,  1918,  after  three  months’  of 
active  service  at  the  front.  He  was  a  member  of  McKinley  Lodge,  K.  of  P., 
of  Barron.  Mr.  Richards  was  married  Nov.  21,  1917,  to  Beatrice  Anderson, 
born  in  West  Salem,  Wis.,  April  22,  1888,  daughter  of  John  and  Clara  B.  (Berg) 
Anderson. 

John  A.  Anderson,  now  deceased,  was  born  in  Norway  Feb.  4,  1868,  and 
came  to  America  in  the  early  seventies,  settling  in  West  Salem,  Wis.,  where 
he  clerked  in  a  general  store  for  some  thirty  years.  In  1909  he  came  to  Bar¬ 
ron,  and  entered  the  employ  of  Berg  Brothers  &  Co.  Department  Store.  He 
remained  with  this  concern  until  1916.  He  died  May  29,  1917.  He  was  well 
liked  for  his  uprightness  of  character,  his  kindly  disposition,  and  obliging 
temperament.  Fraternally,  he  was  associated  with  the  Masonic  order,  being 
a  charter  member  at  West  Salem,  and  with  the  Beavers.  He  was  a  communi¬ 
cant  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church.  Mr.  Anderson  was  married  Feb.  12, 
1881,  to  Clara  B.  Berg,  born  in  Norway,  June  11,  1861,  daughter  of  Benjamin 
and  Isabelle  Berg,  who  came  to  America  in  1872  and  settled  in  Lewis  Valley, 
La  Crosse  County,  where  they  farmed  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  In  the 
family  there  were  three  children,  Clara,  Peter  and  Andrew.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Anderson  have  two  daughters,  Ida,  now  Mrs.  John  McKain,  and  Beatrice,  who 
married  Clayton  B.  Richards. 

John  Bolstad,  a  retired  farmer  living  in  Barron  City,  was  born  in  Oste- 
dahl,  Norway,  Dec.  21,  1863,  son  of  John  and  Ceverine  (Oleson)  Bolstad.  A 
brother,  Ole  Bolstad,  came  to  America  in  1881  and  in  1882  John  came.  Two 
years  later  the  parents  followed,  locating  near  Madison,  Wis.  For  five  years 
John  worked  as  a  farm  hand  in  the  summer  months  and  in  the  pineries  in  the 
winter.  Although  he  came  here  with  practically  nothing,  he  saved  enough 
during  these  five  years  so  that  he  was  enabled  to  marry  and  settle  on  a  farm 
of  his  own,  in  Dane  County,  not  far  from  Madison.  In  1892  he  sold  out  there 
and  came  to  Maple  Grove  Township,  Barron  County,  where  he  purchased  40 
acres  some  four  miles  south  of  Barron  City.  To  this  he  later  added  80  acres 
more.  After  developing  this  place  and  acquiring  a  competence,  he  retired  in 
the  fall  of  1916  and  moved  to  Barron  City.  Three  years  later  he  sold  his  farm 
to  his  sons,  Elmer  and  Andrew.  He  owns  a  pleasant  residence  in  Barron 
City,  and  is  enjoying  the  fruits  of  a  well-spent  life.  The  farm,  now  owned  by 
the  sons,  is  well  improved,  with  good  buildings  and  excellent  equipment.  While 
the  young  men  carry  on  general  farming  in  all  its  lines,  they  make  a  specialty 
of  raising  tobacco,  and  in  this  line  have  been  very  successful.  In  connection 
with  his  other  interests,  Mr.  Bolstad  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Barron  Co-opera- 
tiVe  Creamery.  Mr.  Bolstad  was  married  Aug.  12,  1887,  to  Elsie  Swenson,  who 
was  born  in  Norway  May  6,  1864,  daughter  of  Sven  and  Anna  (Kittleson)  Swen¬ 
son.  The  father  died  in  Norway,  and  Mrs.  Bolstad  came  to  America  and  took 
up  her  home  with  her  cousin,  Charles  Kittelbak,  in  Dane  County,  this  state, 
sending  for  her  mother  four  years  later.  In  the  Swenson  family  there  were 
thirteen  children:  Elsie  (Mrs.  John  Bolstad),  Ole,  Andrew,  Kittel,  Thomas, 
Betsy,  Hannah,  Emma,  Anna,  Hattie  and  Sophie,  all  living;  and  two  who  died 
in  Norway.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bolstad  are  the  parents  of  four  children:  John,  of 
Beloit,  Wis.;  Elmer  and  Andrew,  already  mentioned  as  owning  the  home  farm; 
and  Oscar,  of  Barron  City.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran 
Congregation  at  Barron  City. 
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Gustaf  T.  Falk,  senior  member  of  the  Falk  Hardware  Co.  of  Barron,  was 
born  in  Nodum,  Norway,  July  27,  1878,  son  of  Andreas  and  Caroline  (Anderson) 
Falk.  The  parents,  who  were  poor,  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1892, 
being  preceded  to  this  country,  however,  by  two  sisters,  Anna  and  Emma,  who 
forwarded  the  money  to  pay  for  the  transportation  for  the  rest  of  the  family. 
On  their  arrival  they  settled  on  land  at  Big  Lake,  Sherburne  County,  Minn. 
Andreas  Falk  is  now  deceased,  having  passed  away  in  1916,  and  his  widow  is 
now  living  at  Monticello,  this  state,  with  her  son,  Adolph.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Andreas  Falk  had  eight  children — Anna,  who  is  now  Mrs.  Andrew  Broberg  of 
Grasston,  Minn.;  Emma,  who  is  the  wife  of  Luther  Anderson  of  Duluth; 
Charles  of  Bronson,  Kittson  County,  Minn.;  Gustaf  T.  of  Barron,  Wis.;  Oscar, 
who  died  in  February,  1920;  Adolph  of  Monticello,  Minn.;  Conrad,  who  was  a 
resident  of  Buffalo,  Wright  County,  Minn.,  and  died  in  April,  1920;  and  Sophia, 
who  is  also  deceased.  Gustaf  T.  Falk  attended  common  school  in  Norway  and 
also  for  a  little  while  in  Minnesota.  He  remained  on  his  parents’  farm  until 
1895,  and  in  the  fall  of  that  year  entered  the  employ  of  A.  J.  Johnson,  of  Big 
Lake,  to  learn  the  hardware  and  furniture  business.  While  thus  occupied  he 
bought  80  acres  of  land  near  Big  Lake,  which  he  sold  in  the  fall  of  1899.  About 
the  same  time  he  became  Mr.  Johnson’s  partner  and  subsequently  continued 
with  him  for  four  years.  Then  selling  his  interest  to  his  partner,  he  bought 
the  hardware  business  of  T.  D.  Mohan  at  Foley,  Minn.,  of  which  he  was  sole 
proprietor  for  three  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  the  business  was  in¬ 
corporated  as  the  Falk  Hardware  Co.,  Mr.  Falk's  associates  in  the  company 
being  T.  H.  Caley,  E.  K.  Evens  and  S.  S.  Patterson,  all  of  Princeton,  Minn.  The 
company  ran  a  chain  of  eight  stores.  In  1915  Gustaf  T.  Falk  bought  the  store 
at  Sauk  Rapids,  Minn.,  and  in  partnership  with  Ebert  Johnson  of  St.  Cloud  and 
Joseph  C.  Neron  established  the  Sauk  Rapids  Hardware  Co.,  in  which  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  still  holds  an  interest.  In  the  spring  of  1918  he  and 
his  brother,  Conrad  E.,  bought  the  interests  of  E.  Nelson  in  the  E.  Nelson 
Hardware  Co.  of  Barron,  the  store  being  located  on  the  corner  of  La  Salle  and 
Sixth  Streets.  The  business  of  the  concern  included  heavy  and  shelf  hard¬ 
ware,  agricultural  implements,  the  Smalley  silo  fillers,  furniture  and  household 
furnishings,  paints  and  varnishes,  as  well  as  undertaking.  The  business  was 
conducted  by  Conrad  E.  Falk  until  the  fall  of  1918,  at  which  time  his  interests 
were  purchased  by  Gustaf  T.,  who  moved  his  family  to  Barron  and  took  charge 
of  the  concern,  Conrad  then  engaging  in  the  hardware  business  for  himself 
at  Buffalo,  Wright  County,  Minn.  In  the  Barron  business  Gustaf  associated 
with  himself  as  partners,  John  Schiltz  and  Clarence  Edson,  formerly  con¬ 
nected  with  the  store  at  Foley,  and  who  are  still  members  of  the  Falk  Hard¬ 
ware  Co.  of  Barron.  The  company  owns  and  occupies  a  large  store  building, 
together  with  two  adjoining  buildings  as  stock  rooms,  and  are  leaders  in  their 
line  of  business  in  Barron  County.  They  also  handle  the  Brunswick  phono¬ 
graphs,  of  which  they  have  a  large  and  increasing  sale  yearly.  On  May  6,  1904, 
Gustaf  T.  Falk  married  Caroline  Edson,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Carrie  (Chris¬ 
tiansen)  Edson,  of  Big  Lake,  Minn.  Her  parents  were  natives  of  Norway,  who 
emigrated  to  America  at  an  early  day,  settling  in  Boone  County,  Ill.,  where  she 
was  born  Dec.  24,  1878.  The  Edson  family  came  to  Minnesota  when  she  was 
six  months  old.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gustaf  T.  Falk  have  been  the  parents  of  five 
children — Clara  Alvina,  born  July  21,  1905,  who  is  a  student  in  the  Barron 
High  School;  Hazel  Victoria  and  Helen  Louisa  (twins),  born  May  13,  1907,  of 
whom  the  latter  died  Aug.  4,  1911;  Agnes  Elenore,  born  July  6,  1909,  and 
Geneva  Viola,  born  July  30,  1916.  The  family  are  affiliated  religiously  with 
the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Alfred  M.  Paulson,  president  of  the  Barron  Lumber  Co.,  and  one  of  the 
leading  business  men  of  the  county,  having  important  interests  not  only  here 
but  also  on  the  Pacific  Coast,  was  born  at  Neenah,  Wis.,  Oct.  10,  1875,  son  of 
Mads  and  Marien  Paulson.  The  parents  were  natives  of  Denmark,  the  father 
born  in  1828,  and  the  mother  on  Aug.  17,  1837.  They  came  to  America  in  1863, 
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settling  on  a  farm  near  Neenah,  Wis.,  in  which  locality  they  remained  for  16 
years,  when  they  removed  to  another  farm  in  Luck,  Polk  County,  this  state. 
There  Mads  Paulson,  the  father,  died  in  1903.  He  had  been  twice  married,  all 
the  children  of  the  first  wife  having  been  born  in  Denmark,  namely:  Ole,  now 
living  in  Green  Bay,  Wis.;  Paul,  of  Spokane,  Wash.;  Harvey,  deceased;  Carrie, 
wife  of  W.  L.  Hathaway  of  San  Francisco,  Calif.,  and  Anthony,  deceased.  The 
children  by  his  second  wife,  Marien,  who  is  now  living  with  her  son  Alfred  in 
Barron,  were:  Mary,  who  married  James  Paulson  and  resided  in  Tacoma,  Wash., 
but  is  now  deceased;  Peter  and  Charles,  of  Tacoma,  Wash.;  Matilda,  now  de¬ 
ceased,  who  was  the  wife  of  Ainsly  Smith  of  Luck,  Wis.;  Alfred  M.,  of  Barron, 
and  Martin  A.,  of  Rice  Lake,  Wis.  Alfred  M.  Paulson  in  his  boyhood  attended 
school  at  Luck,  Wis.,  and  subsequently  took  a  commercial  course  in  the  St. 
Paul  Business  College.  At  the  age  of  17  he  began  his  independent  career, 
from  that  time  being  self-supporting.  He  was  only  19  when  he  entered  into  the 
mill  business  at  Luck,  sawing  hardwood  timber,  and  from  that  time  until  the 
fall  of  1905  he  followed  the  same  occupation  at  various  places.  He  then  went 
to  Hawkins,  Wis.,  where,  besides  sawing  lumber,  he  operated  in  the  woods, 
remaining  there  until  February,  1912.  During  that  period  he  was  associated 
with  his  brother  Anthony,  under  the  firm  name  of  Paulson  Bros.  After  sell¬ 
ing  out  his  interests  there,  Mr.  Paulson  went  to  Northhome,  Minn.,  where  in 
partnership  with  C.  P.  Ellingson,  under  the  firm  name  of  the  Island  Lake 
Lumber  Co.,  he  built  a  mill  and  operated  lumber  camps.  He  remained  there, 
however,  only  a  year,  selling  his  interest  to  Mr.  Ellingson  in  March,  1913, 
and,  accompanied  by  his  wife,  went  to  the  Pacific  Coast,  where  he  had  land 
and  lumber  interests.  .In  June,  the  same  year,  he  returned  to  Barron  and 
became  a  member  of  the  Barron  Lumber  Company.  This  company  was  incor¬ 
porated  in  1913  with  A.  M.  Paulson,  president;  Mrs.  A.  M.  Paulson,  vice  presi¬ 
dent;  and  John  P.  Salscheider,  secretary  and  treasurer,  the  office  and  sheds 
being  located  on  Seventh  street.  The  company  deals  in  building  material  of 
all  kinds,  and  coal,  also  the  James  steel  barn  equipments.  They  have  a  branch 
yard  at  Poskin,  this  county.  Previous  to  the  reorganization  in  1913  the  con¬ 
cern  was  known  as  the  Ellingson  Lumber  Co.  It  is  one  of  the  leading  busi¬ 
ness  enterprises  in  Barron  County.  Mr.  Paulson  has  land  at  Tacoma,  Wash., 
which  is  platted  into  lots.  He  is  also  interested  with  his  brothers,  Peter  and 
Charles,  in  a  large  mercantile  business  there,  which  is  carried  on  under  the 
style  of  Paulson  Bros.  He  owns  a  good  modern  residence  on  La  Salle  street, 
Barron.  Mr.  Paulson  was  married  Oct.  2,  1911,  to  Esther  B.  Salscheider, 
who  was  born  at  Green  Bay,  Wis.,  Oct.  18,  1883,  daughter  of  Adam  J.  and 
Esther  (Monetti)  Salscheider.  Her  parents  are  now  residents  of  Merrill,  Wis. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paulson  are  the  parents  of  a  son,  Alfred  A.,  who  was  born  in 
Barron  Oct.  6,  1914.  Mrs.  Paulson  is  a  member  of  the  Catholic  Church.  Mr. 
Paulson  was  reared  a  Lutheran.  In  politics  he  is  independent.  He  is  a  member 
of  Lodge  No.  220,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  Tripoli  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine  at 
Milwaukee;  also  of  McKinley  Lodge,  No.  128,  K.  P. 

Lewis  Voll,  a  retired  farmer,  living  in  Barron  City,  has  resided  in  this 
county  since  1903.  On  his  arrival  here  he  bought  160  acres  in  Section  23, 
Barron  Township,  and  set  to  work  to  improve  it.  He  cleared  75  acres,  repaired 
the  house,  remodeled  the  barn  and  operated  the  farm  for  five  years.  Then 
he  sold  it  and  in  1908  bought  40  acres  in  Section  26,  to  which  tract  he  added  by 
subsequent  purchase  until  he  had  brought  the  area  of  his  farm  up  to  120  acres. 
Of  the  total  area  45  acres  were  cleared  when  it  came  into  his  possession  and  he 
continued  the  work  until  75  acres  were  cleared.  He  also  erected  a  fine  set 
of  buildings  and  for  several  years  continued  general  farming  and  dairying. 
His  place  was  a  well  improved  one,  house  and  barn  being  furnished  with 
electric  lights,  and  the  barn  with  James  equipment,  the  air  pressure  water 
works  being  provided  for  both.  The  cattle  were  of  the  Holstein  variety.  Mr. 
Voll  did  good  service  for  five  years  as  supervisor  of  his  township  and  one  year 
as  assessor.  In  the  spring  of  1920  he  rented  the  farm  to  his  son,  Herbert,  and 
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acquired  a  home  in  Barron  where  he  now  lives.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the 
Barron  Co-operative  Creamery,  the  Barron  Consumers’  Store,  and  the  New 
Richmond  Packing  Co.  Mr.  Voll  was  born  Nov.  27,  1867,  in  Germany,  son  of 
Ludwig  and  Charlotte  (Borck)  Voll,  natives  of  that  country,  who  came  to 
America  in  1878  and  located  in  Sauk  County,  this  state,  where  they  farmed  the 
remainder  of  their  lives,  the  father-  dying  Feb.  27,  1906,  and  the  mother 
'May  16, 1896.  In  the  family  there  were  three  children,  Lewis  and  Herman,  now 
of  Baraboo,  and  Frank,  who  is  deceased.  Lewis  received  his  education  in 
Germany,  came  to  this  country  with  his  parents  and  remained  with  them  until 
1878.  In  1881  he  went  to  South  Dakota. and  took  a  homestead  of  160  acres 
in  Hamlin  County.  He  broke  a  large  part  of  this  tract  and  erected  a  set  of 
buildings.  There  he  devoted  himself  to  wheat  raising  for  ten  years.  Then  he 
came  back  to  Sauk  County,  this  state,  and  after  two  and  a  half  years  of 
farming  there,  bought  80  acres  in  North  Freedom  Village,  Wis.  From  there 
he  came  to  Barron  County.  Mr.  Voll  was  married  Jan.  1,  1879,  to  Emma  Mog- 
ler,.bom  March  26,  1861,  in  Baraboo,  Sauk  County,  Wis.,  daughter  of  John  and 
Johanna  (Klein)  Mogler,  who  came  to  America  from  Germany  in  the  late  fifties 
and  located  in  Sauk  County,  this  state,  where  they  lived  the  rest  of  their 
lives,  the  father  dying  June  10,  1893,  and  the  mother  in  1876.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Voll  have  three  children :  Anna,  Frank  and  Herbert  B.  Anna  was  born  Aug. 
30,  1879,  and  is  now  Mrs.  W.  R.  Cuthbert,  of  Barron  Township.  Frank  was 
born  April  19,  1887,  and  lives  in  Barron  City.  He  married  Edith  Otis  and  has 
one  child,  Iona  May,  born  Dec.  23,  1914.  Herbert  B.  was  born  Nov.  26,  1897, 
and  now  operates  his  father’s  farm.  He  was  married  in  1919  to  Mabel  Hutchi¬ 
son,  bom  Sept.  19,  1901,  daughter  of  Ira  and  Della  (Carr)  Hutchison,  of  Barron 
County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Herbert  B.  Voll  have  one  child,  Betty  Bell,  bom  May 
14,  *1920.  Lewis  Voll  belongs  to  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and  is 
affiliated  religiously  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

George  W.  Brown  was  an  early  settler  of  Dallas  Township,  was  active 
in  its  affairs,  and  had  his  share  in  its  upbuilding.  He  was  a  good  man,  an 
upright  citizen,  and  a  good  husband  and  father,  and  his  death  will  long  be 
mourned  by  family  and  friends,  both  in  Dallas  Township  and  in  Barron  City. 
He  was  born  in  Baraboo,  Wis.,  Dec.  26,  1862,  received  his  education  in  his 
native  place,  and  farmed  in  that  vicinity  until  1874  when  he  came  to  Barron 
County  and  took  a  homestead  of  160  acres  in  Dallas  Township.  The  township 
was  then  practically  a  wilderness,  the  hardwood  was  still  standing,  no  roads 
had  been  built  except  the  “tote”  roads,  and  neighbors  were  few  and  far 
between.  He  cleared  100  acres  of  the  land,  and  erected  some  crude  log  build¬ 
ings  which  were  later  replaced  with  modern  frame  structures.  He  made 
improvements  from  year  to  year  and  was  a  prosperous  farmer  until  1907  when 
after  more  than  two  decades  of  residence  on  the  place  he  rented  the  farm 
and  moved  to  Barron.  Three  years  later  he  sold  it.  While  in  the  township 
he  served  on  the  town  and  school  boards  and  his  judgment  was  highly  regarded. 
In  Barron  City  he  did  not  enter  into  public  affairs.  He  died  March  29,  1911. 
Mr.  Brown  was  married  Feb.  24,  1874,  to  Sarah  Peebles.  This  union  has  been 
blessed  with  four  children:  Fannie  W.  was  born  July  22,  1876,  and  died  Sept.  1, 
1877 ;  Mabel  was  born  March  8,  1878,  and  is  now  Mrs.  H.  H.  Denison,  of  Barron 
City;  Warren' was  born  Sept.  14,  1879,  and  is  now  in  Canada;  Brier  was  bom 
Dec.  21,  1891,  and  is  now  in  Barron  City.  Sarah  Peebles  Brown  was  bom  in 
eastern  Canada,  Aug.  13,  1849,  coming  to  Wisconsin  at  eight  years  of  age. 
She  came  to  Barron  County  with  her  husband  in  1874,  sharing  with  him  the 
joys  and  hardships  of  pioneer  life.  She  died  Sept.  18,  1921. 

Brier  Brown,  expert  mechanic  for  the  Thompson  Auto  Co.,  Barron,  was 
born  in  Dallas  Township,  this  county,  Dec.  21,  1891,  and  received  his  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  district  schools.  He  learned  his  trade  as  a  mechanic  in  Barron. 
From  there  in  1914  he  went  to  Manistique,  Mich.,  and  four  years  later  to 
Gladstone,  Wis.,  where  he  operated  a  lathe  machine.  In  1919  he  came  to 
Barron  once  more,  first  as  a  salesman  for  the  Thompson  Auto  Co.  and  now  as 
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mechanic.  He  lives  with  his  mother.  He  is  the  son  of  George  W.  and  Sarah 
(Peebles)  Brown,  the  pioneers. 

Gilbert  L.  Engstrom,  proprietor  of  Cloverdale  Stock  Farm  and  an  influen¬ 
tial  farmer  of  Section  1,  Barron  Township,  formerly  president  of  the  Cloverdale 
cheese  factory  of  Barron  Township  and  formerly,  also,  a  leading  citizen  of  Shell 
Lake,  in  Washburn  County,  this  state,  was  born  in  Boone  County,  Iowa,  Sept. 
6,  1875,  son  of  J.  P.  and  Johanna  Marie  (Swanson)  Engstrom.  He  was 
reared  on  a  farm  and  had  but  little  opportunity  for  schooling;  but  he  is  pos¬ 
sessed  of  a  naturally  keen  mind ;  he  has  been  a  great  reader,  and  is  now  one  of 
the  best  educated  men  in  the  community.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  took 
charge  of  the  home  farm.  In  1905  he  moved  to  Shell  Lake,  in  Washburn  County, 
Wis.,  and  secured  a  place  of  120  acres,  the  site  of  an  old  logging  camp.  A  crude 
building,  18  by  24  feet,  built  of  four-ply  boards,  stood  on  the  place,  and  into 
this  he  moved.  He  brought  with  him  six  good  cows  from  Iowa,  but  two  of 
these  died  the  first  summer.  He  made  good  improvements  on  the  place  and 
erected  a  fine  set  of  farm  buildings,  including  a  cement  silo.  His  neighbors 
at  once  recognized  his  abilities  and  elected  him  to  the  town  board,  a  position 
he  filled  with  credit  and  ability  for  seven  years.  In  the  Swedish  church  at 
Shell  Lake  he  was  especially  active.  He  organized  the  Luther  League  there, 
of  which  he  was  the  first  president,  and  he  also  helped  organize  the  Rice  Lake 
branch  of  the  Lutheran  Brotherhood  of  America  and  at  present  is  its  president. 
On  Oct.  25,  1911,  while  shredding  corn,  he  had  the  misfortune  to  catch  his  left 
arm  between  the  rollers  and  crushed  it  so  badly  that  it  had  to  be  amputated 
four  inches  below  the  elbow.  On  Aug.  27,  1912,  his  barn  was  destroyed  by  a 
cyclone,  two  of  his  best  cows  were  killed  and  many  of  his  other  animals  were 
hurt,  besides  heavy  damage  being  inflicted  on  hay  stacks  and  other  buildings. 
Mr.  Engstrom  came  to  Barron  County  March  31,  1917,  and  bought  his  present 
place  of  120  acres.  Here  he  has  continued  the  improvements  and  has  erected  a 
new  barn.  He  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  is  regarded  as  one 
of  the  substantial  men  of  the  community.  He  has  been  active  in  the  Lutheran 
Church  at  Rice  Lake  and  in  the  Luther  League  of  that  church.  He  believes  in 
co-operative  effort  among  farmers,  and  was  president  of  the  Cloverdale  cheese 
factory  of  Barron  Township  for  three  years.  Mr.  Engstrom  was  married 
Feb.  28,  1900,  to  Emma  Christina  Webloom,  who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania 
June  18,  1876,  daughter  of  John  and  Marie  (Tobison)  Webloom.  This  union 
has  been  blessed  with  three  children:  Irene,  born  Dec.  27,  1900;  Garold,  Feb. 
20,  1906,  and  Kermit,  June  11,  1909. 

James  E.  De  Wolf,  now  deceased  was  a  substantial  citizen  for  some  years 
of  Clinton  Township,  this  county.  He  served  as  a  chairman  of  his  school  board, 
and  did  other  things  to  assist  in  the  advancement  of  his  neighborhood.  He 
was  a  good  neighbor  and  a  kind  and  loving  father  and  greatly  revered  by  all 
with  whom  he  came  in  contact.  Mr.  De  Wolf  was  born  Feb.  8,  1844,  in  Canada, 
son  of  Elisha  and  Margaret  (Lovelass)  De  Wolf.  He  was  educated  in  Canada 
and  worked  there  for  some  years,  first  in  straw  shops  and  then  in  a  hat 
factory.  He  came  to  the  United  States  in  1876  and  located  in  Rice  County, 
Minnesota,  where  he  farmed  for  some  years.  In  1898  he  came  to  Wisconsin  and 
settled  in  Clinton  Township,  this  county,  where  he  purchased  240  acres,  cleared 
a  part  of  it,  and  carried  on  general  farming  until  his  death  Sept.  8,  1908. 
After  his  death  his  widow  carried  on  the  farm  for  eight  years  with  the 
assistance  of  her  sons,  and  then  sold  it  and  purchased  a  home  on  La  Salle 
street,  Barron,  where  she  now  resides.  Mr.  De  Wolf  was  married  Feb.  15,  1875, 
to  Mrs.  Susan  Lamb,  who  was  born  in  Canada  Aug.  24,  1848,  daughter  of 
George  and  Phoebe  (Lamb)  McBurnie.  Her  first  husband,  Mr.  Lamb,  was 
no  relation  to  her  mother,  though  bearing  the  same  family  name.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  De  Wolf  are  the  parents  of  four  children:  Bessie,  born  July  2,  1877, 
who  is  now  Mrs.  Albin  Anderson  of  Northfield,  Minn.;  Arthur,  born  March  25, 
1878,  who  resides  in  Barron;  Harry,  born  March  25,  1880,  who  is  on  the  farm 
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in  Clinton  Township,  and  Emma,  bom  Jan.  12,  1883,  who  is  the  wife  of  Patrick 
Malone  of  Clinton  Township. 

Bernard  J.  Becker,  repair  foreman  for  the  Thompson  Auto  Co.,  is  an 
expert  both  in  the  automobile  line  and  in  general  machinery.  He  was  born 
in  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  Sept.  7,  1894,  son  of  Frank  and  Kate  (Spurzem)  Becker, 
natives  respectively  of  Germany  and  Minnesota.  Frank  Becker  came  to  America 
in  the  late  seventies,  and  remained  for  a  short  time  in  Kansas  City  where  he 
started  railroading.  In  this  line  he  traveled  in  nearly  every  state  in  the  Union. 
Finally,  determined  to  take  up  farming,  he  located  near  Minneapolis  where  he 
still  lives.  In  the  family  there  are  eleven  children,  Frank,  Hubert,  Fred,  Wilbur, 
Bernard  J.,  Anna,  Cecelia,  Frances,  Caroline,  Margaret  and  Vernie.  Bernard  J. 
was  educated  in  Minneapolis.  He  started  work  for  T.  M.  Anderson  in  the 
automobile  business  in  that  city  in  1908.  Then  for  a  while  he  worked  with  his 
uncle,  Frank  Spurzem,  in  a  machine  shop  there.  With  this  experience  he 
started  out,  and  was  employed  for  a  time  in  different  cities  in  Minnesota  as  an 
automobile  expert.  He  came  to  Barron  City  in  1914  and  operated  a  garage  here 
for  two  years.  Then  he  went  to  Clear  Lake  and  operated  a  garage  there  for  a 
year.  Returning  to  Barron  he  entered  the  employ  of  Ernest  Nelson.  He  was 
inducted  into  the  United  States  service  Oct.  1,  1918,  and  served  with  15th 
Recruit  Company  at  Jefferson  Barracks,  Mo.  Dec.  5,  1918,  he  was  discharged 
on  account  of  illness  and  returned  home.  As  soon  as  he  was  able  he  took 
up  his  present  employment.  Mr.  Becker  married  Grace  Hover,  daughter  of 
Albert  J.  and  Barabara  (Miller)  Hover,  of  Maple  Grove  Township.  This  union 
has  been  blessed  with  one  son,  Albert  F.,  bom  Sept.  20,  1918. 

Ernest  Kolb  was  born  on  a  farm  in  Manitowoc  County,  Wisconsin,  Feb. 
25, 1861,  son  of  Carl  and  Henrietta  (Emig)  Kolb,  natives  of  Germany,  who  came 
to  America  as  children,  were  reared  in  Manitowoc  County,  spent  their  lives 
there,  and  there  died.  They  were  the  parents  of  a  large  family  of  fifteen  chil¬ 
dren  :  Oscar,  a  lumber  estimator,  now  retired  and  living  in  Manitowoc  County ; 
Ernest,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Louis,  a  farmer  in  Clark  County,  this  state; 
Reinholt,  a  farmer  in  Manitowoc  County;  Emma,  wife  of  Jacob  Hetzel,  who 
works  the  home  farm;  Matilda,  wife  of  Powell  Jost,  a  carpenter  of  Manitowoc 
County;  Henry,  deceased;  William,  of  Manitowoc  County;  Fred,  a  black¬ 
smith,  of  Manitowoc  County;  Charles,  a  policeman,  in  Sheboygan,  this  state; 
Amelia,  wife  of  Leo  Klessig,  a  cheese  man,  of  Manitowoc  County,  now  retired ; 
Herman,  a  butcher,  of  Sheboygan  Falls,  this  state;  Bertha,  wife  of  Herman 
Vogel,  a  carpenter  and  lumberman,  of  Manitowoc  County;  Louisa,  wife  of 
Gustav  Kellmer,  a  farmer  of  Manitowoc  County,  and  Clements,  a  blacksmith, 
of  Sheboygan,  this  state.  Ernest  Kolb  received  a  good  common  school  educa¬ 
tion,  and  began  working  as  a  farm  helper  near  his  home  when  he  was  fifteen 
years  of  age.  He  came  to  Barron  County  in  1882  and  purchased  a  farm  of  120 
acres  in  Section  6,  Barron  Township.  This  land  had  been  but  little  improved. 

.  Three  years  later  he  brought  his  wife  here.  Together  they  started  to  establish 
for  themselves  a  home  and  a  farm,  and  their  efforts  have  been  crowned  with 
success.  To  the  original  tract  40  acres  have  been  added,  so  that  they  now  have 
a  good  farm  of  160  acres,  of  which  115  are  under  the  plow.  They  now  have  a 
good  frame  house,  a  commodious  substantial  barn,  a  granary,  tool  sheds  and 
the  like,  all  in  the  best  of  condition.  The  soil  is  of  the  best,  and  is  well 
cultivated,  and  the  stock  includes  a  good  herd  of  high  grade  Guernsey  cattle 
and  a  drove  of  Duroc-Jersey  swine.  The  equipment  and  machinery  is  adequate, 
and  everything  about  the  place  bespeaks  the  thrift  and  good  taste  of  the 
owners.  Mr.  Kolb  has  served  his  township  as  supervisor  and  has  been  a 
valuable  member  of  the  school  board  of  his  district.  He  and  his  family  worship 
at  the  Evangelical  Church.  Mr.  Kolb  was  married  April  29,  1885,  to  Lena  A. 
Kretschmar,  daughter  of  Ernest  and  Wilhelmina  (Hinkelman)  Kretschmar,  who 
was  born  Nov.  24,  1861,  and  brought  to  a  farm  in  Sheboygan  County,  this 
state,  in  1882.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kolb  are  the  parents  of  eleven  children;  Carl  F., 
Erna  A.,  Oscar  E.,  Henrietta  A.,  Ernest  W.,  Reinholt  C.,  Ella,  Evelyn  H., 


Digitized  by  Google 


MR.  AND  MRS,  ERNEST  KOLB 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Digitized  by  v^ooQle 


HISTORY  OF  BARRON  COUNTY 


121 


Gustav  J.,  William  F.  and  Maria  H.  Carl  F.  was  born  Nov.  6,  1885,  and  is 
a  farmer  in  Barron  Township.  Erna  A.  was  born  July  3,  1887,  and  lives  at 
home.  Oscar  E.  was  born  Aug.  24,  1888,  was  married  June  28,  1916,  to  Ethel 
Kelley,  of  Maple  Grove  Township,  and  has  one  child,  Barbara,  born  Aug.  30, 
1918.  He  was  inducted  into  the  United  States  service  Oct.  4,  1917,  trained 
at  Camp  Grant,  Rockford,  Ill.,  was  made  a  sergeant  in  the  341st  Infantry, 
86th  Division;  reached  France  Aug.  18,  1918,  and  was  discharged  at  Camp 
Grant  in  June,  1919.  Henrietta  A.  was  born  Sept.  22,  1889,  and  is  the  wife 
of  Fred  Wagenbach,  a  farmer,  of  Barron  Township.  Ernest  W.  was  born 
Feb.  26,  1891,  and  is  a  farmer  in  Stanfold  Township,  this  county.  Reinholt  C. 
was  born  Jan.  12,  1893,  and  is  with  his  father  on  the  home  farm.  He  was 
inducted  into  the  service  Sept.  19,  1917,  trained  with  the  362d  Infantry  at 
Camp  Lewis,  American  Lake,  Wash. ;  was  transferred  to  the  Spruce  Division ; 
was  discharged  at  Vancouver  Barracks  Dec.  31,  1918,  and  returned  home  in 
June,  1919.  Ella  was  born  July  30,  1894,  and  is  the  wife  of  George  Tabor,  a 
machinist,  of  Superior,  Wis.  Evelyn  H.  was  born  Dec.  30,  1896,  and  is  the 
wife  of  Clyde  McKee,  a  farmer  of  Arland  Township,  Barron  County.  Gustav 
J.  was  born  March  28,  1899,  and  is  now  in  South  Dakota.  William  F.  was  born 
Dec.  3,  1900,  and  is  on  the  home  farm.  Maria  H.  was  born  Sept.  28,  1902,  and  is 
at  home.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Evangelical  Association. 

Ernest  Nelson,  prominent  automobile  man  with  &  good  garage  at  Barron 
and  branches  at  Rice  Lake  and  Ladysmith,  was  born  in  Orebro,  Sweden,  March 
3,  1876,  and  as  a  boy  learned  carpenter  work  and  cabinet  making.  After  the 
death  of  his  parents  he  came  to  America  when  about  sixteen  years  of  age  and 
located  in  Clay  County  Kansas,  where  he  followed  his  trade.  In  1894  he  came 
to  Barron  County,  and  with  Gust  Soderburg,  established  the  Barron  Wood¬ 
working  Co.,  at  Barron  City.  To  their  manufacturing  business  they  soon  added 
a  retail  department  for  the  sale  of  furniture.  The  partnership  continued  until 
the  spring  of  1897  when  Mr.  Nelson  took  over  the  furniture  business  and  Mr. 
Soderburg  retained  the  woodworking  shop.  Mr.  Nelson  opened  his  store  at 
the  corner  of  La  Salle  and  Fifth  streets,  and  built  up  a  good  business.  Two 
years  later  he  added  a  line  of  general  hardware  and  farm  implements,  and 
moved  to  the  Opera  House  Block.  After  a  while  he  became  interested  in 
automobiles,  and  in  1918  he  sold  out  his  furniture  and  hardware  business  to 
the  Falk  Hardware  Co.  in  order  to  devote  his  entire  time  to  the  automobile 
line.  He  opened  his  garage  in  his  old  stand  at  the  corner  of  Fifth  and  La  Salle 
street,  and  there  he  deals  in  the  Chevrolet  car  and  handles  accessories  of  all 
kinds  and  does  general  repairing.  Later  he  added  the  branches  at  Rice  Lake 
and  Ladysmith.  Mr.  Nelson  is  a  popular  and  prominent  man;  he  is  known  for 
his  honest  and  fair  dealing,  and  is  well  liked  by  all  with  whom  he  associates. 
Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen.  Mr.  Nelson  was  married 
Sept.  22,  1897,  to  Ruth  E.  Rolstad,  daughter  of  Ole  and  Anna  Rolstad,  of 
Barron.  Ole  Rolstad  was  born  in  Norway,  was  there  married,  and  came  to 
America  about  the  close  of  the  Civil  War,  settling  on  a  farm  near  Baldwin,  St. 
Croix  County,  Wis.,  and  alternating  his  time  between  farm  work  and  working 
at  his  trade  as  a  tailor  in  Baldwin.  When  Barron  city  was  established,  the 
family  came  here,  but  after  a  few  years  went  back  to  Baldwin  where  Mr. 
Rolstad  died  May  4,  1890,  after  which,  in  1896,  the -family  came  back  to  Barron 
where  Mrs.  Rolstad  still  resides.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nelson  have  reared  three  chil¬ 
dren,  the  son  and  daughters  of  Mr.  Nelson’s  sister.  Helga  M.  and  Dagmar  C. 
are  still  at  home.  Carl  M.,  who  as  a  boy  gave  great  promise  of  a  successful 
career,  enlisted  in  the  World  War  in  1917  and  trained  for  the  mechanical  and 
truck  service  at  Waco,  Texas.  He  sailed  for  France  and  was  on  the  Tuscania 
when  it  was  sunk.  After  being  rescued  he  was  transferred  to  the  26th  Division, 
with  which  he  saw  active  service.  In  January,  1919,  he  was  sent  to  a  hospital 
suffering  from  tubercular  trouble  contracted  through  exposure.  There  he 
died  April  15,  1919.  He  was  buried  in  a  French  cemetery,  but  in  1920  his  body 
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was  brought  to  this  country,  and  he  was  laid  to  his  final  rest  in  Barron  October 
10.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

James  Nevin  was  born  in  Ireland  July  25,  1857,  the  son  of  Robert  and 
Martha  (Stewart)  Nevin,  who  came  to  America  in  the  spring  of  1881,  spent 
the  summer  in  Ontario,  Canada,  and  in  the  fall  came  to  Barron  County  and 
took  up  their  home  in  Cumberland  Township  on  an  80-acre  farm  owned  by 
their  son,  Joseph.  Of  their  children  Jane  is  the  wife  of  August  Hart,  of  Boise, 
Idaho;  Joseph  is  deceased;  Rebecca  is  the  wife  of  Samuel  McCoy,  of  London, 
Canada;  James  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and  Matilda  is  now  Mrs.  Carl 
Germanson,  of  Clinton  Township,  this  county.  James  Nevin  came  to  America 
about  1875.  For  a  time  he  spent  his  summers  farming  in  eastern  Canada  and 
his  winters  lumbering  in  Roscommon  County,  Michigan.  He  began  for  wages 
of  but  $26  a  month,  and  during  his  first  winter  was  cheated  even  out  of  that,  so 
that  for  the  winter’s  work  he  received  but  $10  above  his  board.  In  1880  he 
came  to  Barron  County  and  purchased  80  acres  of  land  in  Clinton  Township. 
He  had  no  money,  times  were  hard,  the  nearest  town  was  Cumberland,  eight 
miles  away,  and  there  were  no  roads  to  that  place.  The  farm  was  all  wild. 
Mr.  Nevin  cleared  a  place  in  the  woods,  erected  a  log  cabin  and  started  a 
garden.  For  a  time  he  cut  white  ash  bolts  for  barrel  staves,  hauling  them  to 
Rice  Lake  by  way  of  Barron.  The  trip,  which  occupied  twenty-two  miles,  was 
partly  over  the  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.’s  “tote  roads’’  and  the  journey  sometimes 
took  considerably  over  twenty  hours.  For  a  few  years  Mr.  Nevin  was  compelled 
to  leave  his  farm  in  the  winter  time  and  secure  employment  as  a  lumberman. 
But  his  circumstances  improved  during  the  passage  of  time,  his  hard  work 
resulted  in  success,  the  little  log  cabin  was  replaced  by  a  good  set  of  buildings, 
and  the  wild  forest  land  became  a  well  cultivated,  well  kept  and  well  ordered 
farm.  Mr.  Nevin  became  a  substantial  man  in  the  community  and  for  one  year 
served  as  a  member  of  the  town  board  and  for  one  year  as  town  assessor.  In 
the  fall  of  1919  he  rented  the  farm  and  moved  to  Barron  City,  where  he  has  a 
pleasant  home  on  Division  street.  Although  living  in  Barron  he  still  serves  as 
superintendent  of  highways  in  Clinton  Township,  a  position  he  has  occupied  for 
some  years  past.  Mr.  Nevin  was  married  Sept.  30,  1885,  to  Rebecca  Stewart, 
daughter  of  William  and  Mary  (Wilson)  Stewart,  who  lived  in  a  neighboring 
county  in  Ireland,  and  whom  Mr.  Nevin  had  courted  before  coming  to  this 
country.  Mrs.  Nevin  was  one  of  nine  daughters.  She  came  to  America  alone 
and  joined  her  sisters  in  Philadelphia.  Her  parents  came  to  America  for  a 
while,  then  returned  to  Ireland  where  the  father  died,  after  which  the  mother 
again  came  to  America  and  died  in  Philadelphia.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nevin  have  been 
the  parents  of  nine  children.  William  Robert  was  born  July  6,  1886,  and  is  liv¬ 
ing  on  a  homestead  of  320  acres  in  Montana.  Joseph  was  born  Aug.  17,  1888, 
and  is  a  farmer  in  Saskatchewan,  Canada.  Martha  Jane  was  born  Jan.  22,  1891, 
and  is  the  wife  of  Ernest  Salsbury,  of  Comstock,  this  county.  James,  Jr.,  was 
born  March  21,  1893,  and  lives  on  the  home  farm  in  Clinton  Township.  Mary 
Elizabeth  was  born  Oct.  30,  1895,  is  the  widow  of  Harlow  Stuntz,  and  lives 
with  her  brother  on  the  home  farm  in  Clinton  Township.  Anthony  was  born 
Feb.  17,  1898,  and  is  now  farming  in  Cumberland  Township,  this  county.  He 
married  Dora  Hanson,  of  Cumberland  Township.  Violet  S.  was  born  April 
4,  1900,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Albert  F.  Carlson,  of  Comstock,  Wis.  Samuel 
was  born  Aug.  1,  1902,  and- with  his  brother,  James  Jr.,  rents  the  home  farm 
in  Clinton  Township.  An  unnamed  infant  is  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nevin 
are  members  of  the  Church  of  God,  but  attend  the  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Barron.  The  family  is  highly  regarded  throughout  the  community. 

Harry  Meyer,  groceryman  of  Barron,  came  here  in  1918  after  a  long 
experience  along  mercantile  lines  in  various  states,  and  purchased  the  grocery 
store  of  Clayton  B.  Richards,  which  he  still  conducts.  He  has  identified 
himself  with  the  life  of  the  town  and  is  already  regarded  as  a  substantial 
citizen.  He  carries  a  good  stock  of  groceries  valued  at  about  $4,000  and  has 
a  good  trade.  His  wife  at  the  time  they  came  here  purchased  the  millinery 
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store  of  Mrs.  Elmer  Rochman,  and  this  she  now  conducts,  carrying  a  full 
line  of  ladies’  hats.  Harry  Meyer  was  born  in  Russia  Aug.  10,  1877,  son  of 
Isaac  and  Eva  (Kniff)  Meyer,  natives  of  that  country.  The  father  came  to 
America  in  1889,  and  with  headquarters  at  Rock  Island,  Ill.,  became  a  peddler. 
In  1898  he  sent  for  his  wife.  He  has  acquired  a  competency,  owns  several 
dwellings,  and  now  lives  in  retirement.  The  children  in  the  family  were 
Sarah,  Rebecca,  Esther,  Bessie,  Edith,  Harry,  William,  Samuel  J.,  Israel  and 
Dorris  (deceased).  Harry  Meyer  received  his  early  training  in  Russia  and 
came  to  America  in  1890.  He  landed  in  New  York  Sept.  25  and  remained  there 
for  ten  weeks  working  in  a  cigar  factory.  Then  he  went  to  St.  Louis  where 
he  was  a  peddler  for  a  while.  Later  he  followed  the  same  line  in  Burlington, 
Iowa.  In  1891  he  joined  his  father  at  Rock  Island,  Ill.,  going  from  there  to 
Davenport,  Ill.,  where  he  worked  first  as  a  clerk  in  a  retail  grocery  store,  then 
as  ledger  clerk  in  a  wholesale  grocery  store,  and  later  as  clerk  in  a  dry  goods 
store.  In  1898  he  came  to  Wisconsin  and  worked  in  a  dry  goods  store  at 
Waupon  for  seven  months.  A  few  months  later  he  went  to  Stevens  Point  and 
took  charge  of  a  large  department  store.  His  next  venture  was  at  Pittsville, 
also  in  this  state,  where  he  was  interested  with  S.  N.  Baum  in  a  general  store 
and  creamery.  But  the  strenuous  duties  of  this  position  undermined  his 
health,  and  after  six  years  he  sold  out  and  went  to  Oklahoma.  In  1907  he  came 
back,  was  in  business  with  B.  A.  Pieser  at  Menocqua,  Wis.,  two  years;  owner 
of  a  store  in  Poynette,  Wis.,  two  years;  clerk  in  Milwaukee  stores  two  and 
a  half  years,  and  clerk  in  a  Wausau  store  a  few  months.  Then  he  came  to 
Barron.  Mr.  Meyer  is  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason  and  a  Shriner.  Mr. 
Meyer  was  married  Aug.  18,  1901,  to  Tillie  C.  Baum,  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Henrietta  (Hornstein)  Baum,  natives  of  Russia,  the  former  of  whom  lives  in 
Pittsville,  Wis.,  and  the  later  of  whom  died  Jan.  8,  1916.  In  the  Baum  family 
there  are  five  children:  Lena,  Anna,  Tillie,  John  and  Isaac.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Meyer  have  two  daughters:  Leah  J.,  born  Aug.  11,  1902,  now  attending  the 
University  of  Wisconsin,  at  Madison,  and  Gertrude  L.,  born  Jan.  14,  1904,  now 
attending  the  high  school  at  Barron. 

Christ  Larson,  retired  farmer,  now  residing  in  Barron  City,  was  born 
May  2,  1852,  in  Norway,  son  of  Lars  and  Anna  (Hanson)  Larson,  both  now 
deceased.  He  received  his  education  in  Norway  and  came  to  America  in  1866, 
settling  first  in  Iowa  County,  Wisconsin.  In  1880  he  came  to  Barron  County  and 
bought  a  quarter  section  of  railroad  land  in  Maple  Grove  Township.  He 
cleared  60  acres,  erected  a  good  set  of  buildings  and  carried  on  general  farm¬ 
ing  and  dairying  until  1902  when  he  sold  out  and  took  up  his  home  in  a  house 
which  he  had  erected  himself  in  Barron  City.  He  is  well  known  both  in  the 
city  and  township  and  while  living  in  the  country  did  good  service  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  school  board  for  five  years.  Mr.  Larson  was  married  May  25,  1880, 
to  Anna  Jacobson  who  was  born  in  Norway  April  30,  1853,  daughter  of  Jacob 
and  Carrie  (Everson)  Jacobson,  both  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Larson  are 
the  parents  of  four  children:  Laurina  O.  was  born  May  6,  1881,  and  is  now 
Mrs.  Arnold  Heyer  of  Wyoming.  Clara  E.  was  born  May  6,  1883,  and  also 
lives  in  Wyoming.  Julius  was  born  March  16,  1889,  and  operates  a  market  in 
Barron,  Jennie  was  born  March  29,  1892,  and  is  now  Mrs.  Thomas  Lindland  of 
North  Dakota.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Joseph  E.  Libering,  machinist,  Barron,  was  born  at  Hamberg,  Iowa,  April 
19,  1873,  son  of  George  and  Laura  (Dendurent)  Libering.  The  father,  a  veteran 
of  the  Civil  War,  died  in  Arkansas  in  1914,  after  which  the  mother  came  to 
Barron  and  made  her  home  with  her  son,  Joseph  E.,  until  her  death  Feb.  29, 
1919.  Joseph  E.  left  school  at  the  age  of  twelve  years  and  has  since  made  his 
own  way  in  the  world.  For  six  years  he  worked  as  a  farm  helper,  and  at  the 
age  of  eighteen  started  to  learn  the  carpenter’s  trade.  Later  he  also  learned 
the  cabinet-making  trade.  The  year  1900  found  him  in  Arkansas.  The  follow¬ 
ing  year  he  went  to  Kansas,  but  in  1904  returned  to  Arkansas  and  became 
bridge  carpenter  for  the  San  Francisco  Railroad  Co.  In  this  employ  he  was 
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seriously  injured.  After  his  recovery  he  decided  to  come  to  Barron  City, 
where  he  arrived  Aug.  26,  1906,  and  where  he  has  since  been  employed  as  a 
machinist.  On  Jan.  27,  1914,  he  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  all  his  pos¬ 
sessions  in  a  fire,  but  undaunted  by  this  disaster  he  has  forged  ahead  once 
more.  He  has  a  comfortable  home  and  his  work  is  much  in  demand.  For  one 
year,  1914  to  1916,  he  served  as  chairman  of  the  school  board  of  Bear  Lake 
Township.  His  fraternal  relations  are  with  the  Mutual  Aid  Union.  Mr. 
Libering  was  married  May  6,  1901,  to  Mary  Ripley,  and  they  have  four  chil¬ 
dren:  Frank  Earl,  born  in  Williamsburg,  Kan.,  May  14,  1903;  Walter  Ray, 
born  at  Montana,  Ark.,  March  14,  1905;  Henry  T.,  born  at  Silver  Lake,  this 
county,  Dec.  27,  1906,  and  Leslie  M.,  born  at  Cumberland,  in  this  county,  Sept. 
19,  1909. 

Lars  Johnson,  who  is  remembered  as  a  good  citizen  and  hard  working 
farmer,  was  born  in  Norway,  went  to  Sweden  as  a  young  man,  and  there  married 
Bertha  Jacobson,  a  native  of  that  country.  They  came  to  America  in  1892, 
bought  80  acres  of  wild  land  in  Arland  Township,  this  county,  and  erected  a 
home  and  developed  a  good  farm.  Mr.  Johnson  died  in  1902  and  his  wife  is 
still  on  the  home  place.  They  came  of  sturdy,  staunch  people,  and  devout 
members  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church.  They  were  the  parents  of  six 
children,  the  three  oldest  of  whom  were  born  in  Sweden  and  the  three  younger 
in  this  county.  John  is  dead.  Gertrude  is  the  wife  of  Hugh  Le  Grand,  of  Min¬ 
neapolis,  and  has  two  sons,  Jerold  and  Louis.  Erick  is  on  the  home  place. 
Gust  A.,  known  as  Gust  A.  Larson,  is  a  garage  man  in  Barron  City.  Emma  is 
the  wife  of  Harold  Moore,  of  Minneapolis.  Alma  is  with  her  mother  and 
brother  at  home. 

Gust  A.  Larson,  garage  owner  and  auto  dealer  of  Barron,  was  born  in 
Arland  Township,  this  county,  Aug.  11,  1892,  son  of  Lars  and  Bertha  (Jacob¬ 
son)  Johnson,  settlers  of  this  county.  He  remained  on  the  home  farm  until 
1918,  when  he  was  inducted  into  the  World  War  service  in  the  third  draft. 
He  was  assigned  to  the  127th  Machine  Gun  Company,  32d  Division,  trained  at 
Camp  Grant,  Rockford,  Ill.,  and  Camp  McArthur,  Waco,  Texas,  and  was  dis¬ 
charged  Feb.  2,  1919.  Upon  his  return  to  Barron  County  he  rested  a  time  and 
then  entered  the  employ  of  a  garage  at  Hallock,  Minn.  That  fall  he  went 
to  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  and  was  similarly  employed.  In  April,  1920,  he  came 
to  Barron  City  and  engaged  in  the  automobile  business  for  himself.  He  has 
built  a  substantial  tile  garage  on  Sixth  street,  30  by  80  feet,  carries  a  full  line 
of  supplies,  does  general  repairing,  and  has  the  agency  for  the  “Dort”  and 
the  “Elgin  Six”  for  this  territory.  He  is  popular,  is  doing  a  good  business,  and 
is  well  on  the  road  to  success. 

Christopher  Kurschner,  farm  superintendent  for  the  Inderrieden  Canning 
Co.,  of  Barron,  and  formerly  sheriff  of  Barron  County,  was  born  in  Saxony, 
Germany,  Dec.  13,  1862,  son  of  Martin  and  Anna  (Kallanbach)  Kurschner. 
The  parents  were  poor  people,  the  father  being  a  laborer  and  being  unable  to 
make  any  progress  in  their  native  land,  about  the  close  of  the  American  Civil 
War  period  they  emigrated  to  this  country,  arriving  at  Mazomanie,  Dane 
County,  practically  destitute.  The  father,  however,  found  work  as  a  laborer 
and  they  remained  there  a  year.  They  then  removed  to  Black  Earth,  in  the 
same  county,  Martin  Kurschner  being  hired  as  a  section  hand  on  the  Chicago 
&  Milwaukee  Railway,  at  which  work  he  continued  for  three  years.  He  then 
came  to  Barron  County  to  engage  in  farming,  he  and  his  family  traveling  by 
rail  to  Prairie  du  Chien,  then  up  the  Mississippi  and  Chippewa  Rivers  by  boat 
to  Durand,  Wis.,  then  to  Dunnville  on  the  Red  Cedar  River,  and  from  there 
by  team  to  Barron  County.  On  arriving  here  he  located  on  160  acres  of  wild 
land  in  Prairie  Farm,  the  tract  being  without  buildings,  and  there  being  at 
that  time  not  more  than  five  or  six  families  in  that  community.  His  first 
task  was  to  build  a  small  log  house  with  a  shake  roof,  after  which  he  com¬ 
menced  the  laborious  work  of  developing  a  farm.  In  time  his  circumstances 
improved,  but  his  wife  Anna  was  not  long  permitted  to  enjoy  their  hard 
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earned  prosperity,  as  she  died  about  1878,  when  her  son  Christopher  was  a  lad 
of  sixteen.  Martin  Kurschner  subsequently  married  for  his  second  wife  Anna 
M.  Specht.  He  resided  on  his  farm  in  Prairie  Farm  Township  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  Jan.  2,  1919.  By  his  first  wife,  Anna,  his  children  were: 
Oswald,  who  is  deceased;  Christopher,  of  Barron;  Valentine,  now  a  resident  of 
Prairie  Farm,  Barron  County;  Nicholas,  who  lives  at  Washburn,  Wis.;  Mary, 
now  Mrs.  Lorenzo  Wirth,  of  Appleton,  Wis.;  Anna,  wife  of  Frank  Wirth,  of 
Prairie  Farm,  and  August,  also  residing  at  Prairie  Farm.  By  his  second  wife 
Martin  Kurschner  had  two  children:  Louis,  now  Mrs.  Herman  Neck,  of  Prairie 
Farm,  and  John,  who  resides  in  the  same  locality.  Christopher  Kurschner  was 
but  two  years  old  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  America,  and  about  seven 
when  he  came  to  Barron  County.  He  attended  a  log  schoolhouse  in  Prairie 
Farm  Township  until  the  age  of  15,  and  remained  on  the  home  farm  for  a  year 
longer.  He  was  then  hired  as  chore  boy  for  a  lumber  camp  in  the  pineries, 
and  for  17  consecutive  winters  thereafter  he  worked  in  the  pineries  as  boy 
or  “lumberjack,”  also  taking  part  in  fifteen  spring  “drives”  for  Knapp,  Stout  & 
Co.  and  John  Quaderer,  the  drives  for  several  seasons  being  on  the  Chippewa 
river.  His  sumihers  he  spent  in  agricultural  work.  He  had  become  the 
owner  of  a  farm  of  80  acres  in  Barron  Township,  on  which  he  resided  two  years, 
but  his  buildings  were  destroyed  by  fire  and  he  lost  everything  he  had  except 
the  land.  He  then  left  the  farm,  which  he  soon  afterwards  sold,  and  started  a 
dray  line  in  Barron.  In  1902  he  built  the  Park  Hotel,  which  he  operated  until 
1907,  when,  on  the  first  Monday  in  that  year  he  assumed  the  duties  of  county 
sheriff,  having  been  elected- to  that  office  in  the  previous  fall.  After  serving 
one  term  in  it,  in  1909  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Waukesha  Canning  Co.,  of 
Barron,  as  farm  superintendent,  and  so  continued  yntil  1911,  in  which  year  he 
became  connected  with  the  Wisconsin  Pea  Canning  Co.,  of  Turtle  Lake.  Then, 
in  the  spring  of  1912,  he  took  his  present  position  as  farm  superintendent  for 
the  Inderrieden  Canning  Co.  (successors  to  the  Waukesha  Co.).  Mr.  Kurschner 
has  become  prominently  identified  with  the  industrial  interests  of  the  city.  He 
is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  in  addition  to  his  service  as  sheriff  he  was 
for  one  term  an  alderman  of  Barron.  His  fraternal  affiliations  are  with  the 
Odd  Fellows’  lodge  in  Barron,  Birch  Camp,  No.  1268,  M.  W.  A.,  and  the  lodge 
of  Mystic  Workers  at  Rice  Lake.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  On  May  12,  1891,  Mr.  Kurschner  assumed  the  responsibilities  of 
domestic  life,  being  united  in  marriage  with  Ada  M.,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
John  R.  Smith  of  Prairie  Farm,  this  county,  and  a  native  of  Indiana. 

Hans  Jenson,  merchant,  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  Jenson  &  Son,  mer¬ 
chants  of  Barron,  was  born  in  Norway,  May  16,  1865,  son  of  Jens  and  Mary 
(Amundson)  Jenson,  natives  of  Norway,  who  came  to  America  in  1870,  and 
settled  at  Rushford,  Minn.,  where  Mr.  Jenson  worked  in  the  flour  mill  and 
cooper  shops  for  several  years,  afterward  moving  to  Winona,  Minn.,  and  in 
1902  coming  to  Barron  where  he  still  lives.  In  the  family  there  were  six  chil¬ 
dren — John,  Hans,  Christina,  Minnie,  Jennie  and  Ada.  Hans  received  his  early 
education  in  Rushford,  and  as  a  youth  became  clerk  in  the  dry  goods  store  of 
Lukkoson  &  Nelson  for  four  years.  Then  for  a  similar  period  he  clerked  at 
Cashton,  Wis.,  and  subsequently  for  two  years  at  Dexter,  Minn.  In  1896  he 
came  to  Barron  and  clerked  first  for  C.  P.  Taylor  and  then  for  the  Berg  Bros. 
It  was  in  1909  that  he  started  in  for  himself  by  opening  a  store  for  the  sale  of 
dry  goods  and  notions  in  the  Normanna  Bank  building.  In  1919  he  purchased 
his  present  store  building  on  La  Salle  Street  from  C.  P.  Taylor.  The  following 
year  he  took  his  son  Herbert  C.  as  partner.  The  firm  carries  a  stock  valued  at 
about  $20,000.00,  which  includes  dry  goods  and  ladies’  and  men’s  clothing. 
Father  and  son  are  well  known  in  the  community  and  by  their  excellent  goods 
and  fair  methods  of  dealing  have  built  up  a  good  trade  in  both  city  and  country. 
Mr.  Jenson  is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  and  Odd  Fellows.  He  was 
married  May  8,  1889,  to  Carrie  Anderson,  who  was  born  in  Sweden,  May  30, 
1865,  daughter  of  Lars  Anderson,  who  brought  his  family  to  America  in  1870 
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and  located  in  Houston  County,  Minn.,  where  he  farmed  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jenson  have  four  children — Bessie,  Norma,  Herbert  C.  and 
Viola.  Bessie  was  born  Feb.  6,  1892,  and  is  the  wife  of  Rev.  H.  H.  Savage  of 
Baraboo,  Wis.  Norma  was  born  April  16,  1894,  and  teaches  at  Rice  Lake,  this 
county.  Herbert  C.  was  born  Nov.  15,  1896.  He  enlisted  June  15,  1917,  in  the 
sixth  regiment,  W.  N.  G.  He  trained  at  Camp  Douglas,  Wis.,  was  sent  to  Camp 
McArthur,  Waco,  Texas,  Oct.  1,  1917 ;  was  transferred  to  Camp  Merritt,  N.  J., 
Jan.  16,  1918;  sailed  on  the  Tuscania,  Jan.  23,  1918;  landed  in  France  March 
15,  1918;  served  at  the  front  from  April  9  to  Nov.  14,  1918;  and  was  discharged 
at  Camp  Grant,  Rockford,  Ill.,  April  28,  1919.  Viola  was  born  in  February,  1899, 
and  is  now  stenographer  for  the  Coe  Brothers,  attorneys  at  Barron.  The  family 
faith  is  that  of  the  Baptist  church. 

John  Aune,  now  deceased,  was  a  resident  of  Barron  for  a  quarter  of  a 
century.  He  enjoyed  an  excellent  reputation,  he  was  a  good  citizen  and  a 
kindly  family  man,  and  left  many  friends  to  mourn  his  decease.  He  was  born 
in  Norway  May  2,  1851,  and  came  to  America  in  1885,  finding  his  way  directly 
to  Barron,  where  for  ten  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  lumbering  industry. 
He  then  started  business  in  Barron  City,  and  so  continued  until  his  death,  Dec. 
20,  1900.  Mr.  Aune  was  married  Nov.  15,  1892,  to  Anna  Larson,  born  in  Nor¬ 
way,  Oct.  12,  1864,  daughter  of  Christ  and  Julia  (Berger)  Larson,  natives  of 
Norway,  who  came  to  America  in  1885.  Mr.  Larson  taught  in  Norwegian 
Lutheran  schools  for  ten  years  and  then  returned  to  Norway  where  he  now 
lives.  Mrs.  Larson  makes  her  home  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  John  Aune. 

Thomas  Johnson,  living  retired  on  his  farm  .in  Arland,  this  county,  was 
born  in  Denmark,  and  there  married  Hannah  Jacobson.  He  brought  his  family 
to  America  in  1881,  and  located  in  Stillwater,  where  he  worked  for  a  while  in 
the  Minnesota  state  prison  and  for  a  while  in  various  sawmills.  Then  he 
came  to  Barron  County,  and  located  on  a  farm  in  Prairie  Farm  Township,  later 
locating  on  his  present  place  of  40  acres  in  Arland  Township.  He  found  the 
place  a  wilderness,  and  by  hard  work  broke  the  land,  erected  the  buildings, 
and  became  a  successful  farmer.  In  1915  he  retired,  but  still  makes  his  home 
on  the  place.  In  religious  faith  he  is  a  Baptist.  He  and  his  wife  are  the 
parents  of  four  children — Jasper,  Hannah  (deceased),  Anna  and  Mary. 

Peter  O.  Johnson,  a  most  estimable  citizen,  now  deceased,  was  a  substantial 
honest-minded  farmer  and  by  developing  his  own  place  had  his  share  in  the 
general  prosperity  of  the  community.  He  was  born  in  Sweden,  Nov.  24,  1868, 
and  was  there  educated  and  learned  the  cabinet-making  trade.  He  came  to 
America  in  1887,  lived  a  short  time  in  Canada,  and  then  found  his  way  to 
Wisconsin.  He  came  to  Barron  County,  then  a  wild  country,  in  1888,  and  pur¬ 
chased  40  acres  in  Prairie  Farm  Township.  He  cleared  some  15  or  20  acres  of 
this,  erected  a  good  set  of  buildings  himself,  and  devoted  a  part  of  his  time  to 
its  cultivation  while  he  also  worked  in  the  neighborhood  as  a  carpenter,  assist¬ 
ing  to  build  many  of  the  early  homes  in  the  vicinity.  In  1898  he  sold  his  farm 
and  retired  to  Barron  City,  where  he  did  cabinet  work  until  his  death,  Feb. 
28,  1912.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Maccabees,  and  he  and  his  family  were 
communicants  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Johnson  was  married 
June  26,  1893,  to  Mary  Johnson,  born  in  Denmark,  Dec.  15,  1874,  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Hannah  (Jacobson)  Johnson,  and  this  union  has  been  blessed 
with  five  children — Anna,  born  Oct.  16,  1894,  is  now  wife  of  Harold  Perry,  of 
Barron  City;  Ella,  born  Aug.  28,  1895,  is  stenographer  and  secretary  for  the 
superintendent  of  schools  of  Barron  County;  Henry,  born  Feb.  15,  1898,  is  an 
electrician  at  Barron  City;  Chester,  born  March  7,  1900,  is  a  garage  man  in 
Barron  City;  and  Palmer,  born  Jan.  30,  1903,  is  attending  the  Barron  High 
School. 

Gregory  A.  Koemer,  for  fifteen  years  station  agent  for  the  “Soo”  line  at 
Barron,  had  a  prominent  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  place  during  the  years  of 
residence  here.  So  prominent  was  he  in  public  affairs  that  at  one  time  he  was 
elected  mayor  of  the  city  but  was  unable  to  serve  owing  to  his  employment. 
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He  was  one  of  the  founders  and  sustainers  of  the  St.  Joseph’s  Catholic  Church 
and  served  as  its  treasurer  for  many  years.  He  also  passed  through  the  chairs 
of  the  local  lodges  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  Odd  Fellows.  For  five  years 
he  was  president  and  secretary  of  the  Barron  Brick  Yard  Company  and  was  a 
prominent  factor  in  its  success.  Mr.  Koerner  was  born  in  Shakopee,  Minn., 
Dec.  12,  1869,  one  of  four  children,  the  others  in  the  family  being  Henry  of 
Minneapolis,  Joseph  of  North  Dakota,  and  Katherine,  wife  of  H.  H.  Heller 
of  Elbow  Lake,  Minn.  He  learned  telegraphy  at  home  and  as  a  young  man  was 
station  agent  at  several  different  points  in  Minnesota  and  the  Dakotas.  His 
first  station  in  Wisconsin  was  at  Almena,  from  there  he  went  to  Kennan  and 
thence  to  Ladysmith,  coming  from  there  to  Barron  in  1903.  He  died  Oct.  28, 
1918,  and  his  death  was  sincerely  mourned.  Mr.  Koerner  was  married  Nov. 
27,  1894,  to  Helen  Gilick,  who  was  born  in  Glencoe,  Minn.,  March  18,  1872, 
daughter  of  Lawrence  and  Anna  (Burke)  Gilick,  natives  respectively  of  Canada 
and  Ireland,  who  settled  in  Glencoe  in  the  early  days  and  there  resided  for 
more  than  forty  years,  then  coming  to  Barron  where  they  resided  the  remainder 
of  their  lives,  the  father  dying  Dec.  24,  1913,  and  the  mother  Nov.  8,  1903.  In 
the  Gilick  family  there  were  seven  children— Lawrence  (deceased),  James, 
Helen,  Edward,  John  (deceased),  William  (deceased),  and  Henry.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Koerner  were  the  parents  of  six  children — Helen,  born  Feb.  15,  1896,  is 
with  the  “Soo”  line  in  Minneapolis;  Gertrude,  born  Feb.  9,  1898,  is  a  clerk  in 
the  “Daylight”  store  in  Barron;  Henry,  born  Aug.  4,  1903,  is  with  the  “Soo” 
line  in  Barron;  Gregory,  born  Feb.  17,  1905,  is  with  the  “Soo”  line  in  Minne¬ 
apolis;  Francis  and  Eleanor  (twins)  were  born  March  11,  1915,  and  are  at 
home.  Mrs.  Koerner  in  February,  1921,  opened  a  millinery  establishment  in 
her  residence  known  as  the  “Parlor  Millinery,”  and  is  meeting  with  good  suc¬ 
cess,  carrying  a  full  and  complete  line  of  “up-to-the-minute”  goods  such  as 
are  found  in  the  larger  city  shops. 

Horace  Hall  was  born  in  Yorkshire,  England,  March  3,  1875,  son  of  James 
and  Jane  (Davey)  Hall,  the  former  a  native  of  Norwich,  Norfolk,  England, 
and  the  latter  of  Yarmouth,  England.  They  came  to  America  in  1876,  lived 
ten  years  in  Clay  County,  Nebraska,  and  in  1885  settled  in  Chippewa  Falls, 
Wi8.  Two  years  later  the  parents  became  Salvation  Army  workers,  and  so 
continued  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  As  “Happy  Jim”  and  “Mother  Hall” 
they  went  from  place  to  place  in  the  northern  part  of  the  state,  and  their 
efforts  were  crowned  with  the  fruits  of  much  good  to  their  fellowmen.  Horace 
Hall  was  but  ten  weeks  of  age  when  his  parents  came  to  America  and  but 
ten  years  when  they  came  to  Wisconsin.  In  1897  he  came  to  Barron  County, 
and  for  several  years  was  variously  employed.  At  one  time  he  owned  a  small 
farm  in  Stanfold  Township.  His  diversion  was  hunting  and  fishing,  and  as  he 
is  a  great  lover  of  the  out-of-doors,  he  still  indulges  in  these  pastimes  when 
time  permits.  In  1915  he  became  janitor  in  the  Barron  public  schools,  two 
years  in  the  Ward  building,  and  now  in  the  high  school  building.  He  has 
a  pleasant  home  on  East  La  Salle  street.  His  social  relations  are  with  the 
Modern  Brotherhood,  in  the  local  lodge  of  which  he  is  a  charter  member.  Mr. 
Hall  was  married  May  24,  1898,  to  Mary  E.  Dibbles,  daughter  of  Willard  0. 
and  Emily  (Grout)  Dibbles,  who  settled  in  Barron  Township  when  she  was 
about  four  years  of  age.  Her  father  is  still  living  and  her  mother  is  dead. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hall  have  three  children.  Frederick  Willard  was  born  Dec.  5, 
1900,  graduated  from  the  Barron  High  School  in  the  class  of  1919,  and  is  now 
a  student  at  the  Moody  Institute,  Chicago.  Irvine  James  was  born  Aug.  4, 
1900;  and  Margaret  Mary,  Jan.  18,  1914.  The  family  worships  at  the  Baptist 
Church. 

Carl  John  Eng,  overseer  of  the  stations  of  the  potato  buyers  for  J.  R. 
Beggs,  of  St.  Paul,  was  born  in  Norway,  Aug.  5,  1877,  son  of  Christ  and  Mary 
(Christenson)  Eng,  who  came  to  America  in  1881  and  located  at  Cameron,  in 
this  county,  where  they  lived  for  a  year  before  moving  onto  a  farm.  Then 
they  successfully  carried  on  agricultural  operations.  The  father  died  in  1913 
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and  the  mother  is  still  living  on  the  home  place.  In  the  Eng  family  there  were 
nine  children,  of  whom  seven  are  now  living:  Anton,  foreman  in  a  lumber 
camp  at  Montesano,  Wash.;  Carl  J.,  subject  of  this  sketch;  Marie,  who  is  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  Journal  office  at  Minneapolis;  Hannah,  wife  of  Horace  Ander¬ 
son,  residing  on  a  farm  in  Saskatchewan,  Canada;  Alga,  wife  of  Sheldon 
Sweeny,  living  on  a  farm  in  Stanley  Township;  Mabel,  now  Mrs.  Oliver  Wol- 
lum,  residing  at  Cameron;  Arthur,  potato  buyer  at  Barron  for  Beggs  &  Co.; 
and  Casper  and  Matthew,  who  are  deceased.  Carl  John  Eng  received  his  early 
education  in  the  district  schools,  remaining  in  school  until  he  was  sixteen 
and  completing  the  usual  grammar  school  studies,  since  which  time  he  has 
acquired  broad  information  by  close  observation  and  much  reading.  He  farmed 
for  some  years  and  then  became  interested  in  the  potato  business,  in  which 
line,  with  the  exception  of  two  years,  when  he  was  in  the  restaurant  business 
at  Cameron,  he  has  since  remained.  Mr.  Eng  was  married  at  Barron,  Nov.  3d, 
1916,  to  Vera  Johnson,  daughter  of  J.  H.  and  Justine  Johnson,  who  came  to  this 
country  from  Norway  in  1860.  In  the  Johnson  family  there  were  six  children: 
Arthur,  who  is  state  highway  commissioner  at  Barron;  Cecil,  engaged  in  rail¬ 
road  work  at  Eau  Claire;  Esther,  employed  in  the  Almena  State  Bank  at 
Almena,  Wis.;  Goldie,  who  is  assisting  her  mother  at  home,  and  Natalie,  who 
is  attending  school  at  Barron. 

Otto  W.  Holman,  part  owner  of  the  Barron  Feed  Mill,  was  born  in  Stan¬ 
ley  Township,  this  county,  Feb.  21,  1888,  son  of  John  C.  and  Mary  (Christen¬ 
sen)  Holman.  He  passed  through  the  graded  schools  of  his  district,  and  spent 
two  years  in  the  Barron  High  School.  In  the  fall  of  1904  he  secured  employ¬ 
ment  with  the  Oak  Grove  Handle  Co.  at  Cameron,  in  this  county.  A  year 
later  he  went  to  Two  Harbors,  Minn.,  worked  for  a  while  with  the  Duluth  & 
Iron  Range  Railway,  and  then  became  a  clerk  in  a  general  store.  In  the  mean¬ 
time  he  served  a  term  as  deputy  sheriff.  Upon  his  return  to  Barron  County,  in 
1910,  he  entered  into  the  clothing  business  at  Cameron  with  his  brother, 
George,  as  partner.  In  the  spring  of  1912  he  went  to  Duluth,  Minn.,  and  was 
employed  for  six  years  with  the  Great  Northern  Railway  Co.  From  1918  to 
1920  he  was  with  the  Grelck  Hovey  Co.  of  Duluth.  Then  he  returned  and 
bought  a  half  interest  in  the  Barron  Feed  Mill.  Mr.  Holman  is  a  member  of 
the  Odd  Fellows  and  of  the  Brotherhood  of  Railway  Trainmen.  In  politics 
he  is  a  Republican.  He  was  married,  June  18,  1913,  to  Sadie  0.  Hanson,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Ole  and  Sigri  Hanson.  Mrs.  Holman  was  born  in  Hayward,  Wis.,  Sept.  7, 
1888,  graduated  from  the  Hayward  High  School  and  the  Superior  Normal 
School,  and  taught  public  school  for  four  years  before  her  marriage.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Holman  have  had  three  children:  Jay  Hayward,  born  March  4,  1914,  at 
Duluth;  Clyde  Orrin,  who  was  born  July  7,  1915,  and  died  in  infancy,  and 
Paul  Wendell,  born  April  10,  1921. 

John  J.  Holman,  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  Holman  Brothers,  owners 
of  the  Barron  Feed  Mill,  was  born  near  Christiania,  Norway,  May  25,  1874, 
son  of  John  C.  and  Mary  (Christensen)  Holman.  The  parents  came  to  America 
in  the  fall  of  1884,  bought  80  acres  of  wild  land  in  Stanley  Township,  this 
county,  built  a  house  and  barn,  cleared  the  land,  and  farmed  until  the  father’s 
death  in  1903.  The  mother,  who  was  born  in  1853,  now  makes  her  home  at 
Cameron,  this  county.  In  the  family  there  were  nine  children:  Anna,  wife 
of  W.  A.  Leonard,  Minneapolis;  Ole,  deceased;  Christ,  a  farmer  of  Stanley 
Township;  John  J.,  the  miller;  Martin,  deceased;  George,  of  Cameron;  Anton, 
of  Cameron;  Otto  W.,  the  miller;  and  Albert,  deceased.  John  J.  Holman  left 
home  at  the  age  of  thirteen,  but  after  that  still  attended  school  as  his  circum¬ 
stances  permitted.  In  1895  he  entered  the  flour  business  by  securing  employ¬ 
ment  with  J.  W.  Taylor,  at  Barron.  In  1918,  he  established  the  Barron  Feed 
Mill,  and  two  years  later  he  sold  a  half  interest  to  his  brother,  Otto  W.  The 
mill  has  a  capacity  of  three  tons  an  hour,  is  equipped  with  modern  machinery, 
and  operated  by  electricity.  The  mill  produces  and  handles  grist,  middlings, 
oil  meal,  stock  foods  and  the  like,  and  has  the  local  agency  for  Pillsbury  flour 
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products.  Mr.  Holman  has  a  pleasant  home  on  La  Salle  street,  Barron.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows,  the  Modern  Woodmen  and  the  Beavers,  and  was 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  local  lodge  of  Knights  of  Pythias.  Mr.  Holman  was 
married  Feb.  2,  1901,  to  Amanda  Gunderson,  born  in  Maple  Grove  Township, 
this  county,  July,  1884,  daughter  of  Edward  and  Hannah  Gunderson,  now  of 
Barron.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  five  children:  Wallace  Hedfeld, 
born  Feb.  14,  1902,  a  graduate  of  the  Barron  High  School;  Ethel  Marie,  Feb. 
18,  1904;  Anna  Lucile,  Feb.  8,  1909;  Dorothy  Jeanette,  Sept.  1,  1910;  and 
Robert  Eugene,  who  was  born  Nov.  2,  1912,  and  died  Aug.  24,  1918.  The  family 
faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Andrew  Anderson  was  born  in  Vermland,  Sweden,  Sept.  13,  1865,  the  son 
of  Andrew  and  Marie  Anderson,  the  former  of  whom  is  dead  and  the  latter  of 
whom  is  still  living  in  that  county.  In  the  family  there  were  six  children: 
Andrew;  Karl,  of  St.  Paul;  Hilma,  deceased;  John  M.,  of  St.  Paul;  Marie,  of 
Sweden;  and  Anna,  of  Sweden.  Andrew  came  to  America  in  the  spring  of 
1888,  and  first  located  at  Stanton,  Minn.  With  this  beginning  he  devoted  his 
attention  to  farm  work  in  Wisconsin  and  Minnesota,  working  also  a  few  win¬ 
ters  as  a  helper  in  the  lumber  woods.  In  the  winters  of  1892  and  1893  he  was 
employed  as  a  lumberman  in  Barron  county,  little  dreaming  at  that  time  that 
in  the  future  he  would  be  a  prosperous  farmer  here.  May  12,  1900,  he  bought 
80  acres  in  sections  6  and  7,  Barron  Township,  all  wild.  There  were  no  build¬ 
ings  on  the  land,  and  the  only  roads  connecting  jt  with  the  outside  world  were 
the  old  lumber  “tote’'  roads.  But  Mr.  Anderson  set  to  work  with  courage,  and 
as  the  result  of  hard  work  has  developed  a  most  excellent  farm,  65  acres  of 
which  are  under  the  plow,  and  the  remainder  in  timber  land  and  pasture.  The 
place  is  only  five  miles  northwest  of  Barron  City.  The  buildings  are  good 
and  the  equipment  adequate,  and  Mr.  Anderson’s  farming  and  dairying  opera¬ 
tions  have  been  most  successful.  An  automobile  places  the  family  in  easy 
access  to  all  the  surrounding  towns  and  villages.  Mr.  Anderson’s  fraternal 
relations  are  with  the  Modern  Woodmen.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Barron 
Co-operative  Creamery.  Mr.  Anderson  was  married  Dec.  3,  1889,  to  Ida  C. 
Carlstron,  born  in  Smaaland,  Sweden,  Dec.  1,  1867,  daughter  of  Swan  and 
Christine  (Carlson)  Carlstron.  Mrs.  Anderson  came  to  America  in  1886,  and 
took  up  her  home  with  an  uncle,  Swan  Widholm,  at  Cannon  Falls,  Goodhue 
County,  Minn.,  where  she  was  joined  four  years  later  by  her  father  and  mother, 
the  former  of  whom  died  Dec.  23,  1906,  and  the  latter.  Sept.  21,  1900.  In  the 
family  there  were  four  children:  Augusta,  now  Mrs.  August  Sundberg,  of 
Ogilvie,  Minn.;  Ida  C.,  now  Mrs.  Andrew  Anderson;  Amanda,  now  Mrs.  A. 
Franzen,  of  Cannon  Falls,  Minn.;  and  Oscar,  of  New  Hampton,  Iowa.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Anderson  are  the  parents  of  four  children :  Elphie  M.,  born  Dec.  10,  1890, 
widow  of  John  Stone,  of  Minneapolis;  Alvin  H.,  born  April  16,  1894,  now  of 
Minneapolis;  Delmar  C.,  born  June  7,  1903;  and  Viola  F.,  born  June  24,  1906. 
The  family  adheres  to  the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church,  in  which  faith  the  par¬ 
ents  were  reared. 

John  Anderson,  farmer,  Barron  Township,  was  born  in  Norway,  Feb.  12, 
1849,  and  there  received  his  education.  In  1903  he  came  to  America  and  set¬ 
tled  in  Barron  Township,  Barron  County,  where  he  secured  forty  acres  of  land 
in  section  2,  from  his  brother-in-law,  Matt  Arneson.  This  brother-in-law  was 
killed  while  unloading  hay  in  1903.  In  addition  to  the  land  already  cleared,  Mr. 
Anderson  cleared  and  brushed  ten  more  acres.  On  this  place  he  carried  on  gen¬ 
eral  farming  and  dairying  until  1914  when  he  turned  the  property  over  to  his 
son,  Amund,  who  will  operate  the  place  and  give  his  parents  a  home  for  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  their  lives.  Mr.  Anderson  was  married  April  15,  1877,  in  Norway,  to 
Anna  Arndt,  and  this  union  was  blessed  with  five  children :  Fredericks,  Lizzie, 
Alma,  Anna  and  Amund.  In  the  family  there  are  also  two  adopted  children, 
Mary  and  Einer.  Mr.  Anderson  is  well  liked  throughout  the  community.  The 
family  faith  is  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 
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Ole  Slagstad,  of  the  firm  of  Slagstad  Brothers,  owners  and  proprietors  of 
the  Barron  Bakery,  and  of  a  flourishing  restaurant  at  Barron,  was  born  in 
Maple  Grove  Township,  this  county,  Sept.  23,  1896,  son  of  Jacob  and  Carrie 
(Braud)  Slagstad.  He  received  his  education  in  the  district  schools  and  in 
1911  went  to  Spooner,  Wis.,  where  he  worked  in  the  City  Bakery  for  five  years. 
He  was  inducted  into  the  United  States  service  June  27,  1917,  and  was  assigned 
as  baker  to  Co.  320,  132nd  Division.  With  this  unit  he  served  in  France  seven¬ 
teen  months.  He  was  discharged  June  27,  1919,  and  upon  his  return  formed 
the  present  firm  with  his  brother,  Gabriel,  July  23,  1919.  He  did  the  baking 
for  the  firm  until  Oct.  1,  1920,  when  on  account  of  the  fact  that  his  health  was 
suffering  from  the  confinement,  he  went  on  the  road  for  the  Schmitz  Supply 
Co.  of  St.  Paul,  selling  bakery  and  confectionery  supplies.  On  Christmas, 
1920,  he  gave  up  this  work,  and  since  then  has  been  in  the  restaurant  and 
bakery  business  with  his  brother.  He  was  married  at  Cumberland,  this  county, 
April  8,  1921,  to  Freda  Chaulkin,  of  Ensign,  Mich. 

Gabriel  Slagstad,  of  the  firm  of  Slagstad  Brothers,  sanitary  bakers  and 
restaurant  men  of  Barron,  was  born  in  Maple  Grove  Township,  this  county. 
May  26,  1899,  son  of  Jacob  and  Carrie  (Braud)  Slagstad.  He  attended  the 
district  schools,  and  took  a  two  years’  high  school  course  in  Barron,  and  a 
one  year’s  business  course  in  Minneapolis.  In  that  city  he  worked  his  way 
through  school  by  clerking  in  a  market  evenings  and  Saturdays.  In  1919  he 
entered  the  Minneapolis  branch  of  the  Moline  Plow  Co.  as  mailing  clerk.  A 
few  months  later  he  returned  to  Barron,  and  on  July  23,  1919,  with  his  brother. 
Ole,  bought  a  bakery  and  restaurant  from  Mrs.  D.  D.  Page.  The  company 
does  a  constantly  increasing  bakery  business  and  ships  goods  to  Dallas,  Hills¬ 
dale,  Ridgeland,  Prairie  Farm,  Poskin,  Almena,  Turtle  Lake,  Canton,  Weyer- 
hauser  and  other  places.  The  restaurant  is  also  well  patronized.  In  connec¬ 
tion  there  is  also  a  small  sale  of  fruits,  candies,  cigars,  small  groceries  and 
novelties.  The  firm  has  recently  installed  the  famous  “Electrik”  oven,  a  new 
invention  by  which  all  the  bread  and  pastry  is  baked.  This  oven  can  be  regu¬ 
lated  as  to  the  degree  of  heat  desired,  and  is  proving  very  satisfactory,  as  to 
the  quality  of  the  work  done,  as  well  as  in  regard  to  economy.  The  installa¬ 
tion  of  this  oven  constitutes  the  bakery  as  a  regular  “Electrik  Maid  Bake 
Shop.” 

John  H.  Sircher  was  born  in  Chilton,  Wis.,  June  4,  1858,  son  of  Frederick 
and  Dorothy  (Bucher)  Sircher,  natives  of  Switzerland,  the  former  of  whom 
died  in  1872  and  the  latter  in  1912.  John  H.  was  the  oldest  of  the  family,  the 
others  being:  Anna,  wife  of  David  Graff;  Eliza,  wife  of  Rev.  William  Erpke; 
Mary,  wife  of  Frank  Moss;  and  Minnie,  wife  of  Adolph  Jensen;  all  of  Chilton, 
Wis.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on  his  parent’s  farm,  farmed  for 
a  while  in  his  native  country,  and  in  1890  purchased  80  acres  of  timber  land  in 
Sumner  Township,  Barron  County.  He  moved  his  family  to  Barron  City  in 
1895.  For  several  years  he  was  in  the  sawmill  business  and  for  a  while  trav¬ 
eled  as  a  lumber  grader.  In  the  meantime,  for  some  eleven  years,  the  family 
operated  the  Railroad  House  at  Barron.  In  1913,  Mr.  Sircher  gave  up  the 
lumber  business  and  took  up  his  home  in  Barron  permanently  He  has  a  pleas¬ 
ant  home  at  the  corner  of  Fifth  and  Division  streets,  and  is  employed  with 
the  Inderrieden  Canning  Co.  plant.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Modern 
Woodmen.  Mr.  Sircher  was  married  Jan.  13,  1877,  to  Bertha  R.  Pingel,  Stock- 
bridge,  Calumet  County,  this  state.  This  union  has  resulted  in  four  children: 
Tena,  Loa,  William  and  Raymond.  Tena  was  born  Jan.  31,  1879,  and  has  been 
head  nurse  at  the  Werner  Hospital  in  Barron  since  1915.  Loa  was  born  Oct. 
6, 1883,  and  is  the  wife  of  Edward  G.  Kane,  of  Barron.  William  was  born  March 
9,  1885,  and  is  employed  with  his  father.  Raymond  was  born  Oct.  28,  1887,  and 
is  employed  as  a  stationary  engineer  at  Cumberland,  this  county.  He  married 
Pearl  Peck  of  that  place,  April,  1917.  Mr.  Sircher  and  his  wife  are  of  the 
Dutch  Reformed  Church  faith,  but  attend  the  Methodist  Episcopal  services. 

Edward  G.  Kane,  Barron  liveryman  and  insurance  agent,  was  born  in 
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Oconomowoc,  Wis.,  Sept.  4,  1879,  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Jane  (Riley)  Kane. 
The  father  was  born  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  Dec.  8,  1850,  and  the  mother,  in  Bos¬ 
ton,  Mass.,  May  10,  1852.  They  were  married  in  Watertown,  Wis.,  and  began 
life  on  a  farm  in  Merton  Township,  Jefferson  County,  Wis.  Thomas  Kane  died 
at  Boyd,  Wis.,  and  his  wife  is  still  living  in  that  place.  In  the  family,  aside 
from  Edward  G.,  who  is  the  oldest,  there  are  two  more  children:  Loretta  E., 
who  was  born  in  August,  1881,  and  is  now  Mrs.  Arthur  Smith,  of  Mauston, 
Wis.;  and  Gertrude  E.,  who  was  born  July  7,  1885,  and  is  now  assistant  post¬ 
master  at  Boyd,  where  she  makes  her  home  with  her  mother.  Edward  G.,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  was  but  two  years  of  age  when  the  family  moved  to  Eau 
Claire  County,  in  this  state.  From  there  he  moved  with  them  to  Boyd,  in  Chip¬ 
pewa  County,  this  state,  where  he  received  his  education.  At  the  age  of  seven¬ 
teen  he  started  out  for  himself  and  was  employed  for  several  years  in  making 
staves  and  barrel  heads.  In  the  fall  of  1908  he  came  to  Barron  in  the  same 
business.  The  year  following  he  went  to  Athens  and  from  there  to  Marshfield, 
but  eventually  returned  to  Barron,  and  became  interested  in  the  canning  busi¬ 
ness.  In  1917  he  established  a  local  livery  garage,  and  a  little  later  became 
local  agent  for  several  fire  and  tornado  insurance  companies.  In  connection 
with  his  business  he  operates  a  ’bus  line  to  Cameron,  which  he  established 
March  1,  1919.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Kane  is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen, 
the  Beavers  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  Politically,  he  is  a  Republican.  Mr. 
Kane  was  married  July  4,  1908,  to  Loa  I.  Sircher,  who  was  born  at  Calumet, 
County,  Wisconson,  Oct.  6,  1884.  The  family  home  is  a  pleasant  residence  at 
the  corner  of  6th  and  Division  streets. 

Ole  O.  Tvedt,  for  many  years  one  of  the  substantial  farmers  of  Barron 
Township,  was  born  in  Stavanger,  Norway,  Sept.  4,  1845,  the  son  of  Ole  0.  and 
Kari  (Natland)  Tvedt.  He  was  thrown  upon  his  own  resources  when  he  was 
eight  years  of  age,  but  by  hard  work  managed  to  get  ahead.  As  a  young  man 
he  married  and  established  a  home.  But  he  was  not  satisfied,  and  when  the 
years  passed  along  and  his  family  began  to  grow,  he  longed  for  the  wider 
opportunities  of  America,  and  although  he  was  poor  and  had  no  money  to 
make  the  trip,  he  determined  to  realize  his  ambition.  His  brother,  Nels  O., 
who,  with  another  brother,  Gunder,  was  already  in  this  country,  had  saved 
a  little  money,  and  it  was  he  who  made  it  possible  for  Ole  0.  to  secure  trans¬ 
portation,  although  it  kept  Ole  0.  poor  for  some  time  paying  it  back.  The 
landing  at  New  York  was  made  July  25,  1885,  and  the  family  went  directly  to 
Stoughton,  Wis.  About  a  year  and  a  half  later  they  moved  to  a  farm  in  Dane 
County,  near  Madison,  where  Mr.  Tvedt  was  employed  in  the  tobacco  business. 
It  was  in  1895  when  they  came  to  Barron  County  and  secured  120  acres  of  wild 
land  in  section  17,  Barron  Township.  Although  they  had  been  in  this  country 
ten  years,  wages  were  at  that  time  small,  there  had  been  a  growing  family  to 
support,  the  purchase  of  the  land  took  all  their  ready  money,  and  they  started 
in  the  county  with  little  more  than  their  furnishings  and  clothes.  But  the 
father  and  mother  and  oldest  son,  Ole  J.,  assisted  also  by  the  younger  children, 
set  to  work  with  a  will,  and  soon  a  home  and  a  log  barn  were  built,  and  the 
land  gradually  yielded  to  cultivation.  Then  came  the  great  fire  of  1898,  and 
all  of  their  belongings  went  up  in  smoke.  But  with  that  same  pluck  which  had 
previously  characterized  their  efforts,  they  again  started,  and  their  hard  work 
before  long  met  with  its  reward.  The  farm  is  now  most  excellently  improved. 
Seventy-five  acres  are  under  cultivation,  the  house  and  outbuildings  are  ade¬ 
quate,  the  operating  equipment  is  good,  and  the  place  is  well  stocked  with  grade 
Shorthorn-Durham  cattle,  and  the  usual  domestic  live  stock  and  fowls.  Gen¬ 
eral  farming  and  dairying  are  carried  on  successfully.  After  a  long  and  use¬ 
ful  life,  filled  with  hard  work  and  worthy  endeavor,  Mr.  Tvedt  was  stricken  ill 
in  the  midst  of  his  activities,  and  died  thirty-six  hours  later,  June  29,  1920. 
His  property  was  willed  to  his  son,  Ole  J.,  who  has  always  remained  with  his 
parents,  and  who  now  carries  along  the  farm  work.  He  is  one  of  the  worthy 
men  of  the  community,  and  is  highly  regarded  as  one  whose  success  in  life  is 
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already  assured.  Ole  0.  Tvedt  was  married  Nov.  14,  1870,  to  Johanna  Rasmfjld, 
who  was  born  in  Norway,  Aug.  4,  1846,  the  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Anna 
(Natland)  Peterson.  To  this  union  were  born  three  children  in  Norway,  and 
one  in  Dane  County,  Wisconsin.  Ole  J.,  already  mentioned,  was  born  Dec.  2, 
1873.  Anna  K.  was  born  Oct.  22,  1878,  and  is  the  wife  of  Cornelius  G.  Tvedt, 
a  farmer  of  Stanfold  Township.  Kari  H.  was  born  March  10,  1883,  and  died 
three  years  later.  Kari  H.  (second)  was  born  Sept.  7,  1890,  and  is  still  at 
home. 

Albert  Bergeson,  who  has  a  good  place  of  100  acres,  sixty  of  which  is  in 
Barron  Township,  and  forty  in  Stanley  Township,  was  born  in  Sweden,  Aug. 
24,  1888,  the  son  of  Berndt  J.  and  Anna  Bergeson,  who  brought  him  to 
America  when  he  was  a  small  child.  They  lived  a  year  in  Minneapolis,  and 
then  moved  to  a  farm  near  Sauk  Center,  Stearns  County,  Minn.  From  there 
they  moved  to  a  farm  near  Neving  in  Clearwater  County,  also  in  that  state. 
Albert  was  reared  and  educated  in  Minnesota,  and  learned  farming  from  his 
father.  In  1903  he  came  to  Barron  County,  and  purchased  40  acres  in  Stanley 
Township.  Later  he  sold  that,  and  in  partnership  with  his  brother,  Claus, 
farmed  for  some  years  in  Barron  Township.  He  bought  his  present  place  Feb. 
1,  1920.  It  is  well  improved  in  every  way,  and  its  appearance  is  a  tribute  to  the 
thrift  and  hard  work  of  its  owner.  Mr.  Bergeson  is  a  director  of  the  Barron 
Shipping  Association  and  in  the  Barron  Live  Stock  Association.  He  is  a  sup¬ 
porter  of  the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church  at  Rice  Lake. 

William  H.  Baker,  Jr.,  was  born  on  a  farm  in  Dane  County,  this  state, 
March  8,  1869,  son  of  William  and  Anna  (Harris)  Baker,  natives  of  England, 
who  came  to  America  in  the  early  fifties,  and  were  married  in  Mazomania,  Dane 
County,  Wis.  The  other  children  in  the  family  were  Charles,  of  Spring  Green, 
Sauk  County,  this  state;  Fannie,  wife  of  Peter  Plus,  of  Medford,  Taylor  County, 
this  state;  and  Frederick,  deceased.  The  father  died  in  1864,  and  the  mother 
remarried.  Consequently,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  started  out  for  himself 
when  he  was  a  youth  of  fifteen  years.  With  the  exception  of  the  summer  of 

1883,  when  he  worked  in  North  Dakota,  he  devoted  his  life  to  farming  in  his 
native  county  until  the  spring  of  1889,  when  he  came  to  Barron  City,  this 
county,  and  engaged  in  mill  work.  In  the  spring  of  1891  he  bought  40  acres 
of  wild  land  one  mile  south  of  Barron  City.  He  built  a  house  and  barn  and 
cleared  22  acres  and  there  engaged  in  farming.  His  present  place  of  40  acres 
in  section  20,  Barron  Township,  was  purchased  Oct.  10,  1913,  and  there  he  still 
carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Modern  Woodmen.  Mr.  Baker  was  married  Nov.  20,  1883,  to  Margaret 
Alford,  who  was  born  Jan.  8,  1863,  daughter  of  George  W.  and  Hannah  (Hiney) 
Alford,  of  Dane  County,  Wisconsin.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  two 
children,  Hattie  and  Orpha.  Hattie  was  born  in  Mazomania,  Wis.,  Oct.  18, 

1884,  and  is  now  Mrs.  F.  W.  Williams,  of  Barron  City.  Orpha  was  born  in  Bar¬ 
ron  City,  April  20,  1891,  graduated  from  the  Barron  High  School,  and  taught 
school  in  the  Victory  School,  Maple  Grove,  this  county.  She  married  Edward 
Merchant,  by  whom  she  had  one  son,  William,  born  Feb.  7,  1914.  Mrs.  Baker 
was  one  of  ten  children:  Melissa,  wife  of  Jacob  Reusch,  of  Sauk  City,  Wis.; 
Mary,  deceased  wife  of  Samuel  Richards ;  Emma,  wife  of  Frank  Hiney,  of  Holly, 
Colo.;  Hattie,  deceased  wife  of  Daniel  Norris;  Margaret,  wife  of  William  H. 
Baker,  Jr.;  Nellie,  wife  of  Daniel  Norris,  of  Hartman,  Colo.;  Jennie,  wife  of 
Alfred  Bartlett,  of  Baraboo,  Wis.;  and  Georgia,  George  and  an  unnamed  in¬ 
fant,  all  three  deceased.  The  Baker  family  worships  at  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  Barron  City. 

Olaus  H.  Bjugstad,  prosperous  farmer  of  section  10,  Barron  Township,  was 
born  in  Norway,  Sept.  6,  1868,  son  of  Hans  and  Geline  (Hanson)  Bjugstad,  na¬ 
tives  of  Norway,  who  came  to  America  in  1902  and  lived  with  their  sons  in 
Barron  County  until  their  deaths,  the  father  dying  in  1908  and  the  mother,  in 
1904.  Olaus  H.  received  his  education  in  Norway,  and  as  a  young  man  did 
farm  labor  and  worked  in  a  celluloid  factory.  He  came  to  America  in  1890  and 
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settled  in  Barron  Township,  Barron  County.  In  1892  he  purchased  40  acres 
in  section  2,  of  this  township,  but  the  following  year  traded  for  40  acres  in 
section  10.  He  cleared  a  part  of  this  and  lived  on  it  for  three  years.  Then 
he  bought  40  acres  in  the  same  section  to  which  he  later  added  120,  so  that 
his  farm  now  consists  of  a  quarter  section.  He  not  only  cleared  and  broke 
120  acres  of  this  farm,  but  also  pulled  stumps  on  320  acres  for  his  neighbors. 
On  his  excellent  farm  he  built  a  10-room,  all-modern  house,  and  a  fine  barn, 
34  by  90  feet,  as  well  as  a  number  of  other  buildings.  The  barn  is  furnished 
with  the  Libby  Barn  equipment.  Mr.  Bjugstad  successfully  carries  on  general 
farming,  and  makes  a  specialty  of  a  good  herd  of  Holstein  cattle,  headed  by 
full-blooded  sires.  He  is  a  well-known  man  in  the  community,  and  has  done 
good  work  as  town  supervisor  and  school  director.  He  is  a  stockholder  in 
the  Barron  Co-operative  Creamery.  His  fraternal  relations  are  with  the 
Beavers.  Mr.  Bjugstad  was  married  Oct.  18,  1890,  to  Mary  Christianson,  born 
in  Norway,  in  December,  1870,  daughter  of  Christian  and  Mattie  (Stensrud), 
Christianson,  natives  of  Norway,  who  both  died  in  that  country.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bjugstad  have  ten  children.  Carl  H.  was  born  Nov.  24,  1891,  and  is  now  farm¬ 
ing  in  Barron  Township.  Gida  M.  was  born  Jan.  11,  1893,  and  is  the  wife  of 
Alfred  Fogrud,  of  North  Dakota.  Oscar  was  born  Aug.  21,  1895.  He  was 
inducted  into  the  United  States  service  July  23,  1918,  served  with  Co.  L,  343rd 
Inf.,  86th  Division,  was  eleven  months  in  France,  returned  to  the  United  States 
July  27,  1919,  and  was  discharged  Aug.  1,  1919.  Einar  was  born  June  25,  1897 ; 
Edward,  July  31,  1899;  August,  Aug.  14,  1901;  Harold,  Nov.  30,  1902;  Nora  C., 
March  4,  1905;  Olaf,  Feb.  26,  1903  (died  April  4,  1903) ;  and  Olaf  M.,  May  26, 
1909  (died  Sept.  20,  1909).  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran 
Church. 

Gudmund  Foss,  now  deceased,  who  built  up  a  good  farm  in  Barron  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  near  Christiania,  Norway,  and  there  married  Caroline  Larson. 
In  1867  he  came  to  America,  and  secured  employment  near  Rio,  Columbia 
County,  Wis.  He  landed  here  with  nothing,  work  was  hard  and  wages  were 
low,  but  in  two  years,  by  the  strictest  self-denial,  he  had  saved  enough  to  send 
for  his  wife  and  two  children,  Ole  G.  and  Lena.  The  family  lived  in  Columbia 
County,  until  1881,  when  they  came  to  Barron  County,  and  bought  forty  acres 
of  wild  land  in  Barron  Township.  First,  living  in  a  log  cabin,  they  began 
bringing  the  land  under  cultivation,  and  in  time  had  a  good  farm.  Mr.  Foss 
died  April  13,  1919,  and  his  wife,  May  8,  1913.  Their  children  were:  Ole  G., 
a  farmer  of  Barron  Township;  Lena,  of  Castleton,  N.  D.,  widow  of  Lars  Wold; 
Charles,  deceased;  Ida,  wife  of  H.  O.  Ruud,  Castleton,  N.  D.;  Edward,  of  Bat¬ 
tle  Lake,  Minn.;  and  Martin,  who  is  on  the  home  farm.  Two  died  in  infancy. 

Martin  FoSh  was  born  in  Columbia  County,  Wis.,  Jan.  12,  1879,  son  of 
Gudmund  and  Caroline  (Larson)  Foss.  He  was  brought  to  Barron  County  in 
1881  and  was  here  reared  and  educated.  He  has  always  remained  at  home.  He 
now  owns  the  home  farm,  one  mile  north  and  two  miles  west  of  Barron  City, 
and  to  the  original  40  acres,  he  has  added  another  80,  so  that  he  now  has  120 
acres,  of  which  about  60  are  under  the  plow.  He  successfully  carries  on  gen¬ 
eral  farming  and  dairying,  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  prosperous  men  of 
the  community.  The  confidence  in  which  he  is  held  by  his  fellow  citizens  is 
shown  by  the  fact  that  he  has  served  seven  terms  as  township  treasurer.  He 
is  a  stockholder  in  the  Barron  Co-operative  Creamery.  The  pleasant  home  is 
always  open,  the  family  is  an  interesting  one,  and  the  farm  is  well  equipped  and 
stocked.  Mr.  Foss  was  married  June  14,  1904,  to  Pauline  Hong,  who  was  born 
in  Vernon  County,  Wis.,  Oct.  24,  1878,  daughter  of  Peter  and  Martha  (Brobak- 
ken)  Hong.  There  were  seven  other  children  in  the  Hong  family:  Gustave, 
Mathias,  a  Barron  township  farmer;  Ludwig  (Louis),  who  is  blind  and  lives 
with  his  sister,  Clara;  Sesele,  now  Mrs.  N.  S.  Gyland,  of  Barron  Township; 
Anna,  deceased  wife  of  R.  Larson;  Ida,  deceased  wife  of  Andrew  Boe;  and 
Clara,  wife  of  George  Gilbertson,  of  Barron  Township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Foss  are 
the  parents  of  four  bright  daughters:  Mildred  R.,  born  March  26,  1905;  Hazel 
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G.,  born  Oct.  27,  1906;  Beatrice  L.,  born  Aug.  17,  1908;  and  Helga  A.,  born  Oct. 
24,  1911.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Barron  Congregation  of  the  Norwegian 
Lutheran  Church. 

Ole  G.  Foss  was  born  near  Christiania,  Norway,  Oct.  23,  1867,  the  son  of 
Gudmund  and  Caroline  (Larson)  Foss.  He  was  brought  to  Columbia  County, 
Wisconsin,  in  1869,  and  came  to  Barron  Township,  this  county,  in  1881.  For 
many  years  he  spent  the  winters  in  the  woods  engaged  in  the  lumber  industry, 
continuing  his  farming  in  the  summer.  In  the  fall  of  1892  he  purchased  120 
acres  of  wild  land  in  section  17,  Barron  Township,  built  a  small  frame  house, 
and  with  his  wife,  started  housekeeping.  Other  buildings  were  erected  as 
necessity  required  and  means  permitted,  and  the  farm  was  gradually  broken, 
developed  and  cultivated.  Like  so  many  others,  they  lost  their  all  in  the  fire 
of  1898,  a  disaster  which  affected  them  so  seriously  that  for  five  years  they 
had  to  live  on  a  rented  farm  to  get  a  new  start.  But  in  the  spring  of  1903 
they  moved  back  onto  the  old  place  and  continued  its  improvement.  In  1903 
the  present  home  was  erected.  It  is  a  sightly  structure,  as  good  as  any  in 
the  neighbrohood,  and  with  the  good  barn,  and  well-tilled  acres,  breathes  an 
air  of  prosperity  and  success.  A  stave  silo  has  recently  been  erected,  14  by  24 
by  10  feet.  Mr.  Foss  has  served  his  school  district  as  treasurer  and  clerk. 
His  interest  in  the  general  industrial  life  of  the  community  is  shown  by  the 
fact  that  he  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Rice  Lake  &  Barron  Consumers’  Store.  He 
worships  with  his  family  at  the  Barron  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church.  Mr.  Foss 
was  married  May  26,  1892,  to  Tillie  Jorgenson,  of  Barron  City.  They  have 
three  children:  Cora,  born  March  19,  1893,  now  wife  of  Joseph  Richards,  of 
Clinton  Township,  this  county;  Olga,  born  Oct.  1,  1896,  wife  of  Theodore 
Tvedt,  of  Barron  Township;  and  Mabel,  born  Nov.  20,  1897,  who  is  living  in 
Minneapolis.  All  the  buildings  on  Mr.  Foss’s  farm  are  lighted  by  his  own  elec¬ 
tric  plant.  He  has  a  good  hot  air  furnace,  a  bath  room,  and  running  water  in 
both  house  and  barn. 

Carl  Fliflet  was  born  in  Norway,  Nov.  28,  1868,  son  of  Lars  and  Ingberg 
(Olson)  Fliflet,  natives  of  Norway,  both  now  deceased.  He  came  to  America 
in  1884  and  located  in  Barron  County,  working  in  lumber  camps  and  saw  mills 
for  many  years.  In  1889  he  was  injured  by  a  falling  log,  being  laid  up  for  over 
a  year,  during  which  time  he  took  advantage  of  the  opportunity  to  further  per¬ 
fect  his  education.  Upon  his  recovery  he  became  a  saw  mill  engineer.  In  1894 
he  bought  60  acres  in  sections  2  and  11,  Barron  Township,  and  to  this  he  after¬ 
ward  added  40  more.  All  this  throughout  was  then  covered  with  heavy  timber. 
He  cleared,  broke  and  brushed  80  acres  and  erected  all  the  buildings  himself. 
He  assisted  in  the  affairs  of  the  community  in  various  ways  and  helped  to  build 
many  of  the  roads.  For  twelve  years  he  served  as  clerk  of  the'  school  board  of 
district  four,  Barron  Township.  From  the  time  of  his  first  arrival  here  he  was 
interested  in  church  work  and  was  one  of  the  few  who  assisted  in  starting  the 
“Free  Mission”  church  in  his  neighborhood.  In  this  church  he  has  been  either 
assistant  superintendent  or  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School  for  fifteen 
years.  Late  in  1920,  Mr.  Fliflet  rented  his  farm  to  his  son-in-law,  William  Pitz- 
rick,  and  is  now  planning  to  make  his  future  home  in  California,  where  he 
has  purchased  twenty  acres  in  Turlock.  Mr.  Fliflet  was  married  Jan.  4,  1897, 
to  Josephine  Holm,  born  in  Norway,  Dec.  23,  1862.  Mrs.  Fliflet  lost  her  life 
in  the  wreck  of  the  steamer  “Empress  of  Ireland”,  May  29,  1914,  while  on  a 
trip  to  visit  her  old  home.  Mr.  Fliflet  has  three  children:  Joseph,  born  Jan.  4, 
1898,  a  farmer  in  Barron  Township;  Constance,  born  Aug.  23,  1900,  now  wife 
of  William  Pitzrick;  and  Ruth,  born  July  1,  1902,  who  was  cashier  of  the  “Day 
Light”  store  in  Barron,  but  is  now  in  California  with  her  father. 

Joshua  F.  Gould  was  born  in  Fillmore  County,  Minnesota,  Oct.  7,  1868, 
son  of  Augustin  and  Jane  (Broadbent)  Gould.  The  father  was  born  in  New 
York  state,  Nov.  11,  1830,  came  west  to  Fillmore  County,  Minnesota,  farmed 
there  for  a  while,  and  followed  his  profession  of  wheelright.  He  then  moved  to 
Oldham,  S.  D.,  where  he  farmed  for  many  years,  and  subsequently  went  to 
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Longmont,  Colo.,  where  he  died  Jan.  3,  1904.  The  mother  was  born  in  England, 
Oct.  11,  1836,  came  to  America  with  her  parents  when  she  was  three  years  of 
age,  and  died  in  North  Dakota,  Oct.  30,  1886.  The  children  in  the  family  were : 
Flora,  now  Mrs.  Fremont  Stevens,  of  Madera,  Cal. ;  George,  of  Buel,  Idaho ;  Ida, 
deceased;  Adaline,  wife  of  A.  L.  Ferry,  of  Pynallup,  Wash.;  Alzuma,  now  wife 
of  Clarence  Robie,  of  Danbury,  Wis.;  Minnie,  now  Mrs.  James  Emerson,  of 
Jelly,  California;  and  Mabel,  now  wife  of  Herbert  Spencer,  of  Angeline,  Wash¬ 
ington;  and  Joshua  F.,  the  seventh  born.  As  a  young  man,  Joshua  F.  took 
over  the  management  of  his  father’s  farm  at  Oldham,  S.  D.,  for  seven  years, 
and  then  operated  a  farm  a  mile  south  of  the  home  place  for  three  years.  In 
the  fall  of  1892  he  purchased  320  acres  in  Stuttsman  County,  North  Dakota, 
twenty  miles  from  Jamestown.  He  sold  out  this  place  in  the  fall  of  1906  and 
a  few  months  later  bought  80  acres  in  Arland  Township,  this  county.  In  1910 
he  sold  that  place  and  acquired  160  acres  in  section  31,  Barron  Township,  this 
county.  This  was  practically  all  covered  with  standing  timber,  only  ten  acres 
having  been  cut-over.  To  the  improvement  of  this  farm,  Mr.  Gould  has  since 
devoted  his  attention.  He  has  built  a  good  house  with  concrete  double  walls, 
two  stories  in  height,  his  barn  is  34  by  80  feet,  with  full  basement,  his  silo  is  of 
good  capacity,  and  the  other  buildings  are  all  adequate  for  their  needs.  Mr. 
Gould  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  stockraising,  and  has  a  good 
herd  of  high  grade  Holstein  cattle  and  a  large  drove  of  Chester  White  swine, 
maintaining  full-blooded  sires  in  each  line.  The  home  is  three  miles  southwest 
of  Barron  City,  and  is  well  known  for  its  hospitality  and  good  cheer.  Mr. 
Gould  was  married  Jan.  26,  1890,  to  Anna  A.  Bergmann,  born  in  Germany,  Oct. 
29,  1871,  daughter  of  Carl  and  Marie  Bergmann,  of  Ashippun,  Wis.,  the  latter 
of  whom  died  Aug.  3,  1915,  and  the  former  of  whom  is  now  living  in  Ashippun, 
Wis.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gould  have  ten  children,  three  born  in  South  Dakota,  three 
in  North  Dakota,  and  four  in  Wisconsin.  Hugo  O.  was  born  Dec.  15,  1893,  and 
lives  in  Prairie  Farm  Township,  this  county.  Lillian  H.  was  born  May  16, 
1896,  and  is  the  wife*of  Ezra  Acher,  of  Harlowton,  Mont.;  Earl  E.  was  born 
Feb.  2,  1901,  and  is  on  the  home  farm  with  his  father.  Effie  J.  was  born  Nov. 
6,  1902;  Guy  H.  was  born  Nov.  7,  1904;  George  A.  was  born  July  30,  1906; 
Jewell  F.  was  born  Nov.  14,  1908;  Helen  M.  was  born  Oct.  21,  1911;  Florence 
B.  was  born  April  17,  1914;  and  Carlos  F.  was  born  June  27,  1917.  The  family 
faith  is  that  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Barron. 

Ben  Thorsen,  a  business  man  of  Barron  City,  was  born  in  Norway,  Oct. 
17,  1850,  son  of  Thor  and  Margaret  Smestad,  the  former  of  whom  later  came 
to  America  and  died  in  Cameron,  this  county,  and  the  latter  of  whom  died  in 
Norway.  Ben,  the  youngest  of  a  family  of  four  children,  was  bound  out  to 
strangers  after  his  mother’s  death.  In  1872  he  came  to  America,  and  made 
his  way  directly  to  Cameron,  in  this  county.  He  came  here  with  no  money, 
and  for  some  time  earned  but  $18  a  month.  For  about  fifteen  years  he  spent 
his  summers  working  in  the  hotel  of  John  Quaderer,  at  Barron,  and  his  win¬ 
ters  in  the  lumber  woods.  In  1887  he  came  to  Barron  City,  and  since  then  has 
been  employed  in  the  hardware  business,  first  with  Dewitt  Post,  then  with 
John  Post,  and  now  with  Ed.  Falkenberg.  By  hard  work  and  frugal  habits  he 
has  acquired  a  competency  and  is  one  of  the  respected  men  of  the  community. 
The  family  residence  is  a  comfortable  home  at  the  corner  of  First  and  Divi¬ 
sion  streets.  Mr.  Thorsen  was  married  March  15,  1886,  to  Caroline  H.  Jacob¬ 
son,  the  daughter  of  June  and  Martha  (Johnson)  Jacobson,  and  they  have  one 
daughter,  Tena,  wife  of  Cornelius  O.  Tvedt,  of  Barron  Township.  Mrs.  Thor¬ 
sen  was  born  in  Norway,  Dec.  23,  1856,  one  of  seven  children,  two  of  whom 
died  in  Norway.  Her  parents  came  to  America  when  she  was  a  girl,  and  set¬ 
tled  on  a  farm  in  Waseca  County,  Minn. 

Cornelius  O.  Tvedt,  a  well-to-do  farmer  of  Barron  Township,  was  born  in 
Stavanger,  Norway,  Dec.  9,  1870,  the  son  of  Ole  O.  and  Kari  (Natland)  Tvedt. 
He  was  reared  in  his  native  land  and  there  received  a  limited  education.  When 
he  was  twenty-two  he  felt  an  ambition  to  follow  his  brothers,  Ole  O.,  Nels  O. 
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and  Gunder  0.,  to  America.  Borrowing  the  money  from  Nels  0.,  he  started 
on  his  journey,  and  in  due  time  landed  at  Stoughton,  Dane  County,  Wis.,  with 
just  ten  cents  in  his  pocket.  It  was  in  the  spring  of  1892,  and  he  worked  a  few 
months  in  the  tobacco  fields  for  Carl  Busta,  in  the  fall  being  employed  in  grub¬ 
bing  land.  The  winter  was  spent  in  sizing  and  stripping  in  a  tobacco  ware¬ 
house,  and  in  the  spring  of  1893,  with  his  brothers,  Gunder  0.  and  Nels  0.,  he 
put  in  a  crop  of  tobacco  on  shares  for  Ole  Lunde,  with  whom  he  remained  for 
six  years.  In  the  winter  of  1898-99,  while  still  working  in  Dane  County,  he 
purchased  80  acres  of  wild  land  in  section  16,  Barron  Township,  this  county,  in 
partnership  with  his  brother,  Gunder  0.  The  two  brothers  moved  onto  the 
farm  in  the  spring  of  1900.  They  cleared  and  broke  the  land,  erected  good 
buildings,  and  gradually  developed  a  good  farm.  To  the  original  purchase  they 
added  another  forty,  so  that  the  property  now  consists  of  120  acres,  of  which 
about  80  are  under  the  plow.  The  brothers  continued  together  until  1917, 
when  Cornelius  0.  bought  out  his  brother,  and  became  sole  proprietor.  Since 
that  time  he  has  continued  the  improvements,  and  to  the  other  buildings  has 
added  a  poultry  house,  tobacco  sheds,  garage,  pump  house,  and  other  outbuild¬ 
ings,  and  has  purchased  new  equipment.  He  has  running  water  and  electric 
light  in  his  house  and  barn.  He  carries  on  general  farming,  and  makes  a 
specialty  of  dairying  and  tobacco  raising,  which  last  named  industry  he  be¬ 
lieves  has  an  especially  bright  future  in  this  county.  Mr.  Tvedt  was  married 
June  6,  1917,  to  Tena  Josephine,  daughter  of  Ben  and  Caroline  H.  (Jacobson) 
Thorsen,  of  Barron  City,  and  this  union  has  been  blessed  with  two  children: 
Bertina  C.,  born  June  6,  1919,  and  Cora  0.,  born  June  17,  1921.  Mrs.  Tvedt 
was  born  Nov.  3,  1886,  graduated  from  the  Barron  High  School  in  1905,  and 
taught  rural  school  in  this  county  for  several  years. 

Mathias  Hong,  section  8,  Barron  Township,  has  a  good  eighty-acre  farm, 
of  which  35  acres  are  improved,  and  there  he  is  laying  the  foundations  of  his 
future  fortunes.  He  was  born  in  Coon  Township,  Vernon  County,  this  state, 
Jan.  24,  1881,  son  of  Peter  and  Martha  (Brobakken)  Hong,  who  brought  him  to 
Barron  County  in  1897  when  he  was  a  youth  of  sixteen  years.  With  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  the  years,  1907  to  1912,  when  he  worked  at  the  carpenters’  trade,  he 
has  devoted  his  life  to  agricultural  work.  In  1912  he  purchased  his  present 
place  four  miles  northwest  of  Barron,  cleaned  off  much  of  the  brush,  prepared 
the  soil  for  cultivation,  erected  a  house,  barn  and  other  buildings,  and  acquired 
tools  and  equipment.  Mr.  Hong  was  married  Feb.  18,  1914,  to  Olga  Norby,  who 
was  born  Feb.  5,  1891,  one  of  the  five  children  of  Christ  and  Marie  Norby, 
prosperous  residents  of  Barron  Township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hong  have  two  chil¬ 
dren:  Palma  M.,  born  March  23,  1915,  and  Marie  Christine,  born  July  15,  1917. 
Marie  had  a  twin  brother,  who  died  in  infancy.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the 
Barron  congregation  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Peter  Hong,  deceased,  was  born  in  Norway,  and  there  married  Martha 
Brobakken.  They  came  to  America  in  1861,  and  farmed  in  Vernon  County,  this 
state,  until  1897,  when  they  came  to  Barron  County,  and  settled  on  section  21, 
Barron  Township,  where  they  acquired  eighty  acres  a  mile  north  of  Barron 
City.  After  Mr.  Hong’s  death,  his  widow  took  up  her  home  with  her  daughter, 
Mrs.  George  Gilbertson.  In  the  family  there  were  seven  children:  Gustav; 
Sesele,  now  Mrs.  Nels  Gyland,  of  Barron  Township;  Anna  and  Ida,  who  are 
dead,  and  Louis  who  is  blind  and  lives  with  his  sister,  Mrs.  George  Gilbertson; 
Pauline,  now  Mrs.  Martin  Foss,  of  Barron  Township;  and  Clara,  now  Mrs. 
Gilbertson,  of  Barron  Township. 

Henry  Helgeland,  proprietor  of  the  Helgeland  Stock  Farm,  Barron  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  near  Madison,  Wis.,  on  a  Dane  County  farm,  Dec.  17,  1876,  son 
of  John  J.  and  Anna  (Reindahl)  Helgeland.  The  father  was  born  in  Stavanger, 
Norway,  Jan.  5,  1843,  came  to  Wisconsin  as  a  young  man,  and  was  married  at 
Madison  in  May,  1875,  to  Anna  Reindahl,  who  was  born  in  Telemaarken,  Nor¬ 
way,  in  June,  1847.  They  began  farming  on  a  place  near  Madison,  first  came 
to  Barron  County  in  1898,  located  here  permanently  in  1906,  and  here  the  father 
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died,  the  mother  still  making  her  home  with  her  son,  Henry.  In  the  family 
there  were  six  children,  Henry  being  the  oldest;  Charles  lives  at  Rice  Lake, 
this  county;  Martha  is  the  wife  of  John  Helsing,  of  Radisson,  Sawyer  County, 
Wis.j.Inger  (first),  Inger  (second)  and  an  unnamed  infant  are  dead.  Henry 
came  to  Barron  County  in  1898,  when  his  father  came  here  and  purchased  160 
acres  of  wild  land  in  section  18,  Barron  Township.  When  the  family  went 
back  to  Dane  County,  he  stayed  here,  and  here  with  the  exception  of  two  brief 
intervals  he  has  since  remained.  The  place  is  well  developed  with  75  acres 
under  the  plow,  and  is  located  four  miles  northwest  of  Barron  City.  Here  Mr. 
Helgeland  makes  a  specialty  of  high  grade  Durham  cattle  and  Duroc  swine,  and 
successfully  carries  on  dairying  and  general  farming.  He  has  cleared  and 
developed  much  of  the  land  himself;  he  has  erected  a  good  house,  barns,  silos 
and  sheds,  and  has  acquired  suitable  equipment,  until  his  place  is  as  good  as  is 
to  be  found  in  the  neighborhood.  Mr.  Helgeland  has  not  cared  to  mingle  ac¬ 
tively  in  public  life,  but  as  the  father  of  children,  has  done  some  good  service 
as  a  member  of  the  board  of  School  District  No.  5.  Mr.  Helgeland  was  married 
June  25,  1907,  to  Bessie  N.  Stensaas,  who  was  born  in  Prairie  Farm  Township, 
thjs  county.  May  7,  1878,  daughter  of  Andrew  J.  and  Beret  (Ronningen)  Sten¬ 
saas,  pioneers  of  this  county,  the  former  of  whom  died  Nov.  2,  1903,  at  their 
farm  in  Prairie  Farm  Township,  and  the  latter,  at  the  home  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  Nov.  26,  1916.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Helgeland  have  three  bright  chil¬ 
dren:  Agnes  E.,  born  May  13,  1908;  Adolph  B.,  born  Nov.  14,  1912;  and  Sylvia 
J.,  born  July  17,  1916.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran 
Church.  Andrew  J.  Stensaas,  father  of  Mrs.  Helgeland,  was  twice  married. 
By  the  first  wife  he  had  two  children,  Anna  and  Nels,  the  former  of  whom 
lives  in  Minnesota,  the  latter  being  deceased.  Of  this  second  marriage,  four 
children  were  born:  Bessie  M.,  now  Mrs.  Henry  Helgeland;  and  Severt,  July 
and  another,  who  are  dead.  Mr.  Stensaas,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Helgeland,  had 
many  interesting  stories  to  tell  of  pioneer  days.  When  he  came  here  most  of 
the  county  was  covered  with  wood,  and  there  was  little  likelihood  that  it  would 
ever  become  thickly  populated.  There  were  no  townships  organized,  the  voters 
all  cast  their  ballots  at  Barron.  There  they  would  gather,  sit  about  on  blocks 
of  wood,  discuss  public  matters,  and  vote  on  county  affairs.  The  present  sys¬ 
tem  of  conducting  public  business  is  in  decided  contrast  to  those  early  days. 
Mrs.  Helgeland  was  a  school  teacher  for  ten  years  before  her  marriage,  and 
was  well  beloved  by  her  pupils,  who  still  delight  to  call  her  their  friend. 

Arndt  J.  Dragseth,  formerly  contractor  and  builder,  and  now  prosperous 
farmer  of  Barron  Township,  to  whose  credit  stand  many  of  the  best  brick 
buildings  in  Barron  City  and  vicinity,  was  born  in  Trondjem,  Norway,  March  13, 
1862,  second  of  the  five  children  of  John  C.  and  Marit  (Segren)  Dragseth. 
The  other  four  children  in  the  family  were:  John,  who  died  in  Minneapolis; 
Nels,  who  lives  in  Norway;  Ole,  who  died  in  Rice  Lake,  Wis.;  and  Gertrude, 
who  lives  in  Norway.  Arndt  J.  came  to  America  in  1881,  and  found  his  way 
directly  to  Minneapolis.  The  first  summer  he  worked  as  a  common  laborer, 
and  then  entered  the  employ  of  Robert  C.  Todd,  contractor.  At  first  he  was 
a  mortar  mixer  and  hod-carrier  at  fifty  cents  a  day,  out  of  which  he  had  to 
board  and  clothe  himself.  After  the  first  two  months  he  received  an  increase 
in  wages.  Within  three  years  he  completed  his  apprenticeship,  and  became  a 
full-fledged  bricklayer.  He  then  continued  in  the  same  employ  for  many 
years,  working  on  some  of  the  best  known  brick  buildings  in  the  Twin  Cities 
and  vicinity.  In  the  spring  of  1897,  he  purchased  120  acres  in  Barron  Town¬ 
ship,  this  county.  This  land  was  all  wild,  but  had  a  few  lumber  shacks  stand¬ 
ing  on  it.  Mr.  Dragseth  fitted  up  one  of  these  shacks  for  a  home,  and  after 
moving  his  family  therein,  cleared  a  little  of  the  land.  For  several  years  he 
alternated  his  time  between  the  farm  and  his  employment  in  the  Twin  Cities. 
In  1898  his  property  was  all  destroyed  by  the  great  fire,  his  family  saving  their 
lives  by  taking  refuge  in  the  waters  of  the  Yellow  River.  Mr.  Dragseth  was  in 
St.  Paul  when  he  read  of  the  disaster,  and  for  some  days  was  in  doubt  as  to 
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the  fate  of  his  loved  ones.  He  hurried  home  and  started  life  anew.  He  con¬ 
tinued  to  develop  his  farm,  and  started  in  the  contracting  and  building  busi¬ 
ness,  erecting  a  number  of  brick  buildings  in  Barron,  and  brick  residences  and 
schoolhouses  in  the  surrounding  farm  districts.  It  was  not  until  1915  that  Mr. 
Dragseth  retired  entirely  from  the  contracting  business.  In  the  meantime  he 
achieved  success  with  his  farm.  To  his  original  tract  he  added  80  acres,  mak¬ 
ing  a  good  farm  of  200  acres,  and  on  this  farm,  with  the  assistance  of  his  sons, 
George  A.  and  Arnold  W.,  who  work  the  place  with  him  on  shares,  he  carries 
on  general  farming  along  modern  lines,  making  a  specialty  of  high  grade  Hol¬ 
stein  and  Jersey  cattle.  Everything  about  the  farm  is  in  the  best  of  condition, 
and  the  buildings  include  a  substantial  frame  house,  good  barns,  a  granary, 
and  other  well-built  structures.  Mr.  Dragseth  is  highly  respected  in  the  com¬ 
munity  and  has  been  honored  by  his  fellow  citizens  in  various  ways.  He  is 
serving  his  third  term  as  town  supervisor,  and  for  over  a  dozen  years  has  been 
director  of  School  District  No.  5,  the  school  of  which  was  first  organized  in 
his  original  log  home.  In  addition  to  his  other  financial  holdings,  he  is  a 
stockholder  and  director  of  the  Barron  Co-operative  Creamery.  Mr.  Dragseth 
was  married  June  24,  1887,  to  Julia  Olson,  who  was  born  in  Trondjem,  Norway, 
and  at  21  years  of  age  came  to  America  to  join  a  brother  in  Minneapolis,  fol¬ 
lowed  later  by  another  brother.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dragseth  are  the  parents  of  six 
children :  Marie  B.,  Armena  J.,  John  0.,  George  A.,  Arnold  W.  and  Martin  G. 
Marie  B.  is  now  the  wife  of  Hans  Tollefson,  of  Barron  Township.  Armena  J. 
is  the  wife  of  Peter  Tollefson,  of  Barron  Township.  John  0.  lives  in  Minne¬ 
apolis,  and  is  employed  as  a  railway  engineer  by  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  & 
St.  Paul.  George  A.  resides  at  home.  Arnold  W.  also  lives  at  home.  He  en¬ 
listed  for  the  World  War,  May  14,  1918,  as  a  mechanic,  trained  at  Lansing, 
Mich.,  and  at  Augusta,  Georgia,  was  equipped  for  overseas  at  Camp  Merritt, 
N.  J.,  sailed  for  France,  Sept.  26,  1918,  landed  at  Brest,  France,  was  at  Verdun 
six  weeks,  sailed  for  home  Jan.  14,  1919,  was  discharged  at  Camp  Grant,  Ill., 
Feb.  14,  1919,  and  reached  home  two  days  later.  He  is  a  member  of  Ben  Brown 
Post,  212,  American  Legion,  Barron.  Martin  G.  is  a  clerk  in  a  hardware  store 
in  Minneapolis.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

John  W.  Williams  was  born  in  Indiana  in  1844,  and  married  Frances  W. 
Rhodes,  who  was  born  in  Ohio,  the  daughter  of  Jacob  Rhodes,  who  died  in 
1918  at  Barron,  and  his  wife,  Mrs.  Jane  Rhodes,  who  still  makes  her  home  in 
that  place.  Mr.  Williams  brought  his  family  to  Barron  County  in  1904,  and 
lived  three  years  on  a  farm  in  Maple  Grove  Township  before  moving  to  Bar¬ 
ron  City,  where  he  died  in  1918,  and  where  his  wife  still  lives.  They  were  the 
parents  of  eleven  children:  Freeman  W.,  of  the  firm  of  Williams  Brothers, 
auctioneers,  real  estate  dealers  and  insurance  agents,  Barron;  Sherman,  de¬ 
ceased;  Doyle,  of  Rice  Lake,  this  county;  John,  associated  in  the  firm  of  Wil¬ 
liams  Brothers,  with  Freeman  W.;  Orvel,  also  of  Barron;  Ora,  deceased;  Jen¬ 
nie,  wife  of  Edward  Boyer,  of  Barron;  Bertha,  of  Seattle,  Wash.;  and  Lydia, 
Callie  and  Ivan,  who  are  deceased. 

Freeman  W.  Williams,  of  the  firm  of  Williams  Brothers,  Barron  City,  auc¬ 
tioneers,  real  estate  dealers  and  insurance  agents,  was  born  in  Marshall 
County,  Indiana,  April  5,  1880,  son  of  John  W.  and  Frances  W.  (Rhodes)  Wil¬ 
liams.  He  came  to  Barron  County  with  the  family  in  1904,  and  to  Barron  City 
in  1907,  and  was  variously  employed  until  the  fall  of  1909,  when  he  became 
an  auctioneer  and  real  estate  man.  The  next  year  the  present  company  was 
formed  in  partnership  with  his  brother,  John.  The  company  does  a  good  busi¬ 
ness,  and  the  brothers  are  widely  known  for  their  ability,  good  judgment,  fair 
dealing  and  integrity.  Both  brothers  are  stockholders  in  the  Pavillion  Sales 
Co.  of  Barron  and  both  attend  the  Baptist  Church.  Freeman  W.  Williams  was 
married  Oct.  18,  1904,  to  Hattie  M.  Baker,  of  Maple  Grove,  this  county,  born 
in  Mazomania,  Wis.,  Oct.  18,  1885,  daughter  of  William  H.  and  Margaret  Baker. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Williams  have  four  children:  George  W.,  born  Nov.  20,  1905,' now 
a  student  in  the  Barron  High  School;  Margaret,  born  July  17,  1908,  who  died 
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Aug.  1,  1910;  Dorothy,  born  June  10,  1913;  and  Idella  M.,  born  Sept.  28,  1915. 

Willard  O.  Dibbles  has  experienced  pioneer  life  in  three  states,  Illinois, 
Missouri  and  Wisconsin,  and  his  early  adventures  in  Barron  County,  if  amply 
told,  would  form  a  most  interesting  chapter  in  any  history  of  early  life  in  the 
old  Northwest.  He  was  born  at  Lake  Bono,  Vermont,  July  29,  1849,  son  of 
Orrin  and  Lucy  (Alden)  Dibbles,  natives  respectively  of  Connecticut  and  Ver¬ 
mont,  and  married  in  the  latter  state.  The  children  in  the  family  were: 
David,  who  was  killed  in  the  Civil  War;  Dwight,  who  died  in  infancy;  Daniel, 
Laura  L.,  Willard  0.  and  Wallace.  Willard  O.  lost  his  mother  when  he  was 
nine  years  of  age,  and  a  year  later  started  to  shift  for  himself  by  living  and 
working  here  and  there  among  the  neighbors.  At  nineteen  he  came  to  Illi¬ 
nois,  and  secured  employment  with  Rathbone  Grout,  whom  he  had  met  in  Ver¬ 
mont,  and  who  had  promised  him  work  at  $18  a  month  and  board.  Two  years 
later  he  went  to  Missouri.  There  he  married  Emily  Grout,  daughter  of  his 
former  employer.  In  1876  they  returned  to  Illinois.  It  was  from  there  in  1882, 
that  they  set  out  with  their  children  for  Wisconsin.  They  were  almost  penni¬ 
less,  but  they  managed  to  secure  a  pair  of  horses  and  a  wagon,  and  loading 
their  meager  belongings,  they  made  the  long  way  overland  to  the  home  of  a 
cousin,  Enos  Oldin,  who  lived  in  Barron  Township,  Barron  County.  Then 
they  found  a  temporary  place  to  live  until  they  could  look  about.  As  an  added 
misfortune,  one  of  their  horses  died  soon  after  their  arrival.  Mr.  Dibbles  found 
a  desirable  forty  in  Clinton  Township,  a  part  of  his  present  farm,  that  was  open 
to  preemption,  but  he  lacked  the  means,  so  he  set  to  work  as  a  day  laborer 
to  repair  his  broken  fortunes.  In  his  first  employment  he  received  75  cents  a 
day,  and  had  to  walk  three  miles  to  his  employment  in  the  morning  and  back 
that  distance  at  night.  Next  he  secured  work  on  the  state  road.  For  this  he 
received  $1.50  a  day,  but  had  to  walk  four  miles  each  morning  and  back  at 
night.  By  early  winter  he  had  enough  to  preempt  the  forty  acres.  On  this 
he  erected  a  log  cabin  with  logs  which  he  got  out  himself.  Neighbors  were 
few  and  far  between,  but  with  what  help  he  could  get,  the  logs  were  rolled  up 
in  two  days,  and  the  family  moved  in  on  March  first.  The  roof  was  not  on, 
nor  the  logs  chinked,  but  the  cabin  was  home,  and  the  family  residence  in  the 
wilderness  was  established.  The  winter  was  a  hard  one,  and  the  years  that 
immediately  followed  not  much  easier.  But  hope  beat  high  in  the  breast  of  the 
family  and  gradually  a  fine  farm  was  developed.  The  land  was  cleared,  increas¬ 
ing  crops  were  planted,  equipment  was  purchased  from  time  to  time,  and  with 
the  passage  of  the  years,  80  more  acres  were  added,  40  in  Clinton  Township 
and  40  in  Barron  Township.  The  log  cabin  proved  inadequate,  and  a  board 
extension,  12  by  16  feet,  was  made.  In  this  enlarged  home  the  family  lived 
until  1904,  when  a  good  two-story,  nine-room,  brick  house  was  built  on  the 
Barron  Township  portion  of  the  farm.  In  1912,  a  large  frame  barn  was  erected. 
Other  buildings  have  been  added  from  time  to  time  as  necessity  has  required 
and  means  permitted,  until  the  place,  which  is  located  four  miles  northwest 
of  Barron  City,  is  now  as  good  as  can  be  found  in  the  vicinity.  Mr.  Dib¬ 
bles  is  a  hale,  hearty,  active  man,  a  fine  example  of  those  sturdy  pioneers  who 
conquered  the  wilderness  and  helped  make  the  county  what  it  is  today.  Mrs. 
Dibbles,  who  was  the  faithful  helpmate  of  her  husband  in  all  his  undertak¬ 
ings,  was  born  in  New  York  state,  Dec.  22,  1848,  and  died  on  the  farm,  Sept. 
26,  1908.  She  was  a  devout  member  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  at  Barron. 
She  and  her  husband  were  the  parents  of  eight  children.  Two  born  in  Mis¬ 
souri  died  in  childhood.  William  Henry  and  Mary  Elvira  were  born  in  Illinois. 
Laura  Lucy  was  born  in  Illinois  and  died  there.  Charles  Rathbone,  Emma 
Melvina  and  Franklin  Willard  were  born  in  Wisconsin.  William  Henry  was 
born  Sept.  14,  1876,  and  is  assisting  his  father  in  operating  the  home  farm. 
Mary  Elvira  was  born  Nov.  8,  1878,  and  is  the  wife  of  Horace  Hall,  of  Barron 
City.  Laura  Lucy  was  born  July  27,  1881,  and  died  July  5,  1882.  Charles  Rath¬ 
bone  was  born  April  26,  1883,  married  Adeline  Freestone,  and  is  now  a  farmer 
in  Barron  Township.  Emma  Melvina  was  born  Nov.  25,  1886,  and  is  the  wife 
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of  Albert  Gilette,  of  Ogema,  Price  County,  Wis.  Franklin  Willard  was  born 
July  17,  1890,  and  was  married  June  15,  1920,  to  Hilda  Ormson,  of  Barron 
Township.  He  works  on  the  home  farm  and  he  and  his  wife  keep  house  for 
his  father  and  brother.  He  was  inducted  into  the  World  War  service,  July  23, 
1918,  and  trained  at  Camp  Grant,  Ill.,  with  Co.  L,  343rd  Inf.,  86th  Division.  He 
was  equipped  for  overseas  service  at  Camp  Mills,  L.  I.,  and  sailed  Sept.  14, 
1918.  He  reached  Southhampton,  England,  on  the  21st  and  was  confined  in 
a  hospital  at  Peyton,  England,  until  Oct.  6.  Then  he  was  sent  to  Winchester, 
England,  and  crossed  the  English  Channel,  Oct.  13,  to  La  Havre,  France,  being 
sent  from  there  to  Camp  La  Maisse,  France,  and  from  there  to  the  front. 
Oct.  21,  he  was  again  sent  to  the  hospital.  Upon  his  release  he  was  designated 
as  a  casual  with  the  Third  Division.  Jan.  8,  1919,  he  was  placed  in  Co.  I, 
30th  Inf.,  Third  Division.  He  served  in  the  Army  of  Occupation  and  was  sta¬ 
tioned  at  Kehrig  and  Mayen,  Germany  until  Aug.  7,  1919.  He  sailed  for 
America,  Aug.  13,  reached  Camp  Merritt,  N.  J.,  Aug.  23,  was  discharged  six 
days  later  at  Camp  Grant  and  returned  home. 

David  N.  Wolf,  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  of 
sturdy  Pennsylvania-Dutch  stock,  and  was  there  educated  and  reared.  As  a 
young  man  he  enlisted  in  the  Civil  War,  served  with  valor  in  many  of  its 
conflicts,  was  severely  wounded  at  the  Battle  of  Chancellorsville,  and  was 
confined  in  an  army  hospital  nearly  a  year.  Upon  his  discharge  he  worked  for 
a  while  as  a  carpenter  and  builder.  Then  he  came  west  and  settled  near  Mon¬ 
roe  City,  Green  County,  Wis.  There  he  renewed  his  acquaintance  with  Catherine 
Bressler,  whom  he  had  known  in  Pennsylvania,  and  whose  family  had  settled 
just  over  the  line  from  Green  County,  in  Stephenson  County,  Ill.  They  started 
housekeeping  in  Monroe  City,  where  Mr.  Wolf  worked  in  a  planing  mill  in  the 
winter  and  devoted  his  time  to  his  trade  as  a  builder  in  the  summer.  Later 
they  moved  to  a  farm  in  the  same  county  where  they  still  reside.  They  are  the 
parents  of  eight  children:  Perry  U.  is  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Barron  County; 
Oscar  is  a  farmer  and  school  teacher  of  Stephenson  County,  Ill.;  Jennie  is  the 
wife  of  Charles  Priewe,  of  Green  County,  Wis.;  Arthur  is  school  principal  at 
Appleton,  Wis.;  John  has  a  garage  and  machine  shop  in  Lena,  Ill.;  George  is 
a  farmer  in  Geneseo,  Ill.;  Edwin  is  on  the  home  farm  in  Green  County,  Wis.; 
and  Frank,  who  lives  in  Monroe  City,  Wis.,  is  with  the  Badger  State  Cheese  Co. 

Perry  U.  Wolf,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Barron  Township,  was  born  in 
Monroe  City,  Green  County,  Wis.,  Feb.  23,  1868,  son  of  David  N.  and  Catherine 
(Bressler)  Wolf.  He  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  and  after  his  marriage 
started  homemaking  on  the  farm  of  his  grandfather,  William  Bressler,  in 
Stephenson  County,  Ill.  In  the  fall  of  1908  he  purchased  the  McKinney  farm 
of  160  acres,  section  16,  Barron  Township,  this  county,  and  moved  into  the 
place  in  February  of  the  following  year.  The  farm  was  already  a  good  one, 
but  Mr.  Wolf  set  about  to  still  further  imphove  it.  Especially,  did  he  devote 
his  attention  to  the  home,  installing  running  hot  and  cold  water,  a  furnace, 
electric  lights  and  other  conveniences.  In  1915  he  sold  the  north  eighty,  leav¬ 
ing  him  a  good  place  of  80  acres  of  well  improved  land.  He  has  good  buildings 
and  adequate  equipment,  and  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  making 
a  specialty  of  a  good  grade  of  Holstein  cattle  and  Chester  White  swine.  The 
place  is  only  two  miles  from  Barron,  with  a  good  road  all  the  way.  Mr.  Wolf 
has  always  been  a  strong  temperance  advocate  and  has  lived  to  see  his  hopes 
realized  in  a  dry  country.  He  still  retains  his  membership  in  the  United 
Evangelical  Church  in  Green  County,  Wis.  Mr.  Wolf  was  married  Nov.  24, 
1898,  to  Minnie  Boeck,  born  Aug.  2,  1876,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank 
Boeck,  of  Green  County,  Wis.  This  union  has  resulted  in  three  children.  D. 
Irving  was  born  Feb.  26,  1910;  Evelyn  O.  was  born  Nov.  20,  1903;  and  Merlyn  E. 
was  born  May  28,  1916.  All  live  at  home,  Irving  assisting  on  the  farm,  and 
Evelyn  helping  with  the  household  duties. 

Peter  Sockness,  a  retired  farmer  of  Barron  Township,  was  born  in  Trond- 
jem,  Norway,  Sept.  9,  1866,  son  of  Ole  and  Mary  (Oyen)  Sockness,  the  latter 
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of  whom  died  in  Norway,  and  the  former  of  whom  came  to  America,  settled 
on  a  farm  in  South  Dakota,  and  there  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  There 
were  eight  children  in  the  family,  the  seven  besides  Peter,  being:  Erick,  of 
Wheeler,  Wis.;  Ole,  who  died  in  Menomonie,  Wis.;  Gertrude,  wife  of  Sever 
Stein,  of  South  Dakota;  Mary,  wife  of  Peter  Ranbraut,  of  North  Dakota;  Sever, 
of  Phillips,  Wis.;  and  Sarah  and  Andrew,  who  live  in  Norway.  Peter  came  to 
America  in  the  spring  of  1888,  and  found  his  first  employment  with  Knapp, 
Stout  &  Co.,  at  Menomonie,  Wis.  Next,  with  headquarters  at  Eau  Claire,  he 
worked  in  the  lumber  woods  in  the  winter  seasons  and  in  sawmills  in  the  sum¬ 
mer.  In  1894  he  went  to  Minneapolis.  It  was  in  1898  that  he  located  per¬ 
manently  in  Barron  County,  and  bought  80  acres  of  wild  land  in  Barron  Town¬ 
ship,  to  the  development  of  which  he  devoted  his  attention.  He  now  has  a  good 
farm  of  200  acres,  five  miles  northwest  of  Barron  City,  with  75  acres  under  the 
plow.  The  house  is  a  frame  structure  of  two  stories,  the  barn  is  commodious, 
the  silo  is  adequate  for  its  needs,  and  the  other  buildings  are  all  in  good  con¬ 
dition.  The  place  is  well  equipped  with  tools,  implements  and  machinery,  and 
well  fenced.  Mr.  Sockness  carried  on  general  farming  and  made  a  specialty  of 
dairying,  with  a  good  herd  of  Shorthorn  cattle.  He  is  now  practically  retired, 
having  rented  the  farm  to  his  sons,  Olaf  and  Ingwald.  He  is  well  -liked  in  the 
community ;  he  served  one  term  as  town  supervisor,  but  declined  to  qualify  for 
the  second;  he  did  good  work  for  three  years  as  a  director  of  his  school  district, 
and  he  has  also  in  other  ways  demonstrated  his  worth  as  a  public  spirited 
citizen.  His  financial  interests  include  stock  in  the  Barron  Co-operative 
Creamery.  Mr.  Sockness  married  Inga  Olson  who  was  born  in  Trondjem, 
Norway,  April  21,  1865,  daughter  of  Ole  and  Carrie  Olson.  Her  parents  died 
in  Norway.  She  came  to  America  in  the  fall  of  1890  with  her  sister,  Mary,  now 
Mrs.  Michael  Nelson,  of  Minneapolis.  Her  brother,  Ole  0.,  is  living  in  Nor¬ 
way.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sockness  have  five  children:  Marie  Christine,  born  June 
3,  1897;  Olaf  Ole,  born  Aug.  28,  1898;  Ingwald  Palmer,  born  July  20,  1900; 
Martha  Galena,  born  Jan.  4,  1902,  a  graduate  of  the  Eau  Claire  Business 
College,  and  Anna  Elina,  born  Aug.  7,  1904. 

Erick  Nelson  was  born  near  Bergen,  Norway,  Sept.  23,  1859,  son  of  Nels 
and  Johanna  Nelson.  The  other  children  in  the  family  were  Johanas,  of 
Norway;  Ludwig,  of  Hawkins,  Wis.,  and  Johanna,  of  Norway,  and  Bertha 
(deceased),  twins.  Erick  Nelson  lost  his  mother  when  he  was  three  years  of 
age  and  was  reared  by  relatives.  He  came  to  America  in  1884  and  found  his 
way  to  New  Lisbon,  Juneau  County,  Wisconsin.  The  next  few  years  were 
spent  in  general  work  in  several  parts  of  this  state.  In  1897  he  purchased  80 
acres  of  wild  land  in  Barron  Township  and  moved  thereon.  He  cleared  and 
developed  60  acres  and  erected  suitable  buildings.  His  house  is  comfortable, 
his  barn  is  a  good  structure  34  by  80  feet,  and  his  silo  is  14  by  24  feet,  with  a 
7-foot  base.  Here  Mr.  Nelson  carries  on  general  farming,  his  herd  being  of 
graded  Guernsey  stock.  Mr.  Nelson  was  married  April  14,  1891,  to  Rebecca 
Elsing,  who  was  born  in  Adams  County,  Wisconsin,  Oct.  13,  1870,  daughter  of 
Magnus  and  Petronella  Elsing,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Sweden  in 
1835  and  now  lives  in  Clifton  Township,  Monroe  County,  this  state,  and  the 
latter  of  whom  was  born  in  Norway  in  1834  and  died  in  1899.  There  were 
three  children  in  the  family  besides  Mrs.  Nelson — Anna,  now  Mrs.  James 
Qualley,  of  Idaho;  Mary,  deceased,  and  John,  who  is  living  on  the  home  farm 
with  his  father  in  Clifton  Township,  Monroe  County,  this  state.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Nelson  are  the  parents  of  ten  children,  the  three  oldest  of  whom  were  born  in 
Dexterville,  in  Wood  County,  this  state,  and  the  remainder  of  whom  were  born 
in  Barron  County.  Nellie  J.  was  born  March  5,  1892,  and  was  married  March 
5,  1915,  to  Andrew  Engen,-  of  Hawkins,  Wis.  Martin  N.  was  born  Aug.  12, 
1893,  and  lives  at  home.  Lester  O.  was  born  Aug.  2,  1895,  and  lives  at  home. 
Emma  M.  was  born  Sept.  26,  1897,  and  lives  at  home.  Mabel  was  born  Sept. 
9,  1899,  and  was  married  May  29,  1920,  to  Enoch  Englien,  of  Chetek,  this 
county.  Gilbert  was  born  March  7,  1903;  Bertina,  Feb.  23,  1905;  Elmer, 
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March  26,  1907;  Selma,  Sept.  29,  1909,  and  Amanda,  Jan.  31,  1911.  Martin 
and  Lester  both  saw  active  service  during  the  World  War.  Martin  was 
inducted  into  the  service  July  2,  1918,  and  trained  at  Camp  Grant.  He  was  in 
the  28th  Division  and  crossed  to  France  in  September,  1918.  He  was  dis¬ 
charged  in  May,  1919.  Lester  was  inducted  into  the  service  May  5,  1918,  was 
assigned  to  Company  L,  54th  Infantry,  6th  Division,  and  trained  at  Spartans- 
burg,  S.  C.  He  went  to  France  in  July,  1918,  and  returned  in  June,  1919,  his 
active  service  having  been  in  the  Argonne. 

John  Riedmer,  a  representative  farmer  of  Section  1,  Barron  County,  was 
born  in  Dane  County,  this  state,  Nov.  3,  1868,  the  son  of  Michael  and  Margaret 
Holsman,  natives  of  Germany,  who  came  to  the  United  States  in  1870  as  young 
people,  she  at  the  age  of  fifteen  and  he  at  the  age  of  eighteen.  After  their 
marriage,  they  farmed  for  many  years  in  Dunn  County  and  there  reared  their 
fine  family  of  eight  children,  four  boys  and  four  girls.  They  now  make  their 
home  at  Royalton,  Minn.,  where  they  are  honored  as  God-fearing  and  sub¬ 
stantial  people.  John  was  reared  to  farm  pursuits,  and  remained  with  his 
parents  until  several  years  after  attaining  his  majority.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
five,  he  struck  out  for  himself  and  went  to  Faribault  County,  Minnesota, 
where  he  secured  a  tract  of  293  acres  of  land.  He  improved  this  place  and 
developed  a  good  farm.  From  there  he  moved  to  Renville  County,  Minnesota, 
and  farmed  for  a  number  of  years.  But  during  these  years,  although  he  was 
making  friends  and  meeting  with  prosperity,  he  still  longed  to  get  back  to 
Wisconsin  and  nearer  to  the  home  of  his  birth.  So  he  came  to  Barron  County 
in  1908  and  purchased  his  present  tract  of  80  acres  in  Section  1,  Barron  Town¬ 
ship.  He  has  improved  this  place  and  has  a  good  farm  of  which  he  may  well 
be  proud.  He  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying  and  raises  Holstein 
cattle  and  Chester  White  swine.  He  believes  in  everything  that  represents 
development  in  the  community,  and  has  been  secretary  of  the  Cloverdale  cheese 
factory.  As  a  father  of  a  family  and  a  good  citizen,  he  has  been  interested 
in  education  and  has  served  as  treasurer  of  his  school  district  for  several 
years.  He  was  married  May  22,  1893,  to  Mary  Rauenhorst,  who  was  born  in 
Faribault  County,  Minnesota,  March  23,  1870,  the  daughter  of  Theodore  and 
Lena  Rauenhorst.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Riedmer  have  five  children :  Alfred,  Edward, 
Charles,  Leo  and  Cecelia.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Catholic  Church. 

Frank  Stoddard,  a  well  known  and  prosperous  farmer  of  Section  6,  Barron 
Township,  is  one  of  the  progressive  and  energetic  men  of  the  community,  and 
is  taking  his  share  as  a  good  citizen  in  everything  that  has  for  its  object  the 
general  welfare  of  the  county.  He  was  born  in  Richland  County,  Wisconsin, 
Dec.  9,  1862,  the  son  of  Valentine  and  Arminda  (Sippy)  Stoddard,  grandson  of 
Joseph  Sippy,  M.  D.,  and  great-grandson  of  Joseph  Sippy.  Joseph  Sippy,  the 
founder  of  the  family  in  America,  came  to  this  country  from  France  with 
General  LaFayette  during  the  Revolutionary  War  and  stayed  to  establish  his 
fortunes  in  the  independence  he  had  assisted.  Joseph  Sippy,  M.  D.,  came  to 
Richland  County,  Wisconsin,  in  1862,  bought  240  acres  of  land  in  Big  Willow 
Valley  at  $2.40  an  acre,  founded  the  town  of  Neptune,  and  followed  his  profes¬ 
sion  as  a  physician  until  his  death  in  1870.  Valentine  Stoddard  was  born  in 
Litchfield,  Conn.,  July  25,  1810,  the  son  of  Obediah  Stoddard.  When  he  was 
five  years  of  age,  the  family  moved  to  Ontario  County,  in  Northern  New  York 
State,  the  tradition  being  that  they  made  the  distance  of  300  miles  in  31 
days,  traveling  with  four  ox  teams  and  a  long  sled  in  the  dead  of  winter. 
There  Valentine  Stoddard  was  reared.  In  middle  age  he  came  West  and  located 
in  Richland  County,  this  state.  He  was  twice  married.  By  Johanna  Davison 
he  had  eight  children:  Jane,  George,  John,  Harlow,  of  Richland  County; 
Jesse,  of  Monroe  County,  this  state;  Jennette,  Emaline  and  Ann.  By  Arminda 
R.  (Sippy)  McLeod,  widow  of  George  McLeod,  he  had  one  son,  Frank,  now  of 
Barron  County.  By  her  previous  marriage,  Arminda  R.  Sippy  McLeod  Stoddard 
had  one  daughter,  Laura  P.  McLeod,  wife  of  Munroe  Slater,  of  Barron  City. 
Frank  Stoddard  received  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  Richland 
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County  and  remained  with  hia  parents  until  long  after  attaining  the  years  of 
manhood.  For  some  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  business  of  wagon  making 
and  general  repairing  in  Twin  Bluffs,  Wis.  In  1909  he  rented  this  business,  and 
acquired  a  fruit  farm  in  Willow  Township,  in  the  same  county.  He  also  opened 
a  store  on  this  farm.  He  owned  this  farm  until  1918.  In  the  meantime,  how¬ 
ever,  in  1915,  he  rented  the  farm  and  closed  out  the  store  and  came  to  Barron 
County  and  bought  80  acres  of  wild  land  in  Section  6,  Barron  Township,  five 
miles  northwest  of  Barron  City.  He  cleared  this  land,  erected  suitable  build¬ 
ings,  purchased  the  proper  equipment,  and  now  carries  on  general  farming 
and  dairying.  Mr.  Stoddard  was  married  Oct.  12,  1895,  to  Amy  M.  Hapgood, 
daughter  of  Frank  and  Harriett  M.  (Foster)  Hapgood,  of  Twin  Bluffs,  Rich¬ 
land  County,  Wis.,  the  former  of  whom  died  there  July  1,  1903,  and  the  latter 
of  whom  died  at  Richland  Center,  Richland  County,  Wis.,  Oct.  5,  1914.  Mrs. 
Stoddard  had  one  brother,  Elmer,  who  was  born  Feb.  15,  1874,  and  died  Dec. 
1,  1916.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stoddard  have  a  daughter,  Maude  Marie.  She  was 
born  Oct.  16, 1897,  at  Twin  Bluffs,  Wis.,  graduated  from  Richland  Center  (Wis.) 
High  School  and  from  the  Barron  County  Training  School  at  Rice  Lake,  and  is 
now  a  successful  teacher,  having  had  charge  of  schools  in  Ellis  County,  Okla¬ 
homa,  Logan  County,  North  Dakota,  and  Barron  County,  Wisconsin.  The 
family  faith  is  that  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Hans  Tollefson  was  born  in  Honefos,  Ringerike,  Norway,  June  26,  1865, 
son  of  Tollef  Hanson  and  Randina  Peterson,  who  spent  their  lives  in  the  old 
country,  the  father  dying  in  1904  and  the  mother  in  1912.  In  the  family  there 
were  eight  children,  Hans,  Maren,  Anna,  Thorval,  Johan,  Peter,  Petra  and 
Ragna.  Hans  and  Peter  live  in  Barron  Township,  this  county.  Thorval  and 
Johan  are  dead.  The  rest  are  still  in  Norway.  Hans  received  a  common 
school  education  in  Norway,  and  early  showed  considerable  ability  as  a  musi¬ 
cian.  As  a  boy  he  was  a  member  of  the  same  musical  organization  with  one  of 
the  pupils  of  Ole  Bull,  the  famous  violinist.  In  1883  he  came  to  America, 
found  his  way  directly  to  Eau  Claire,  Wis.,  and  for  many  years  was  engaged 
in  the  lumber  business,  working  both  in  the  woods  and  in  mills.  It  was  in  1893 
that  he  purchased  200  acres  of  wild  land  in  Section  7,  Barron  Township.  To 
the  improvement  and  development  of  this  tract  he  has  since  devoted  his  atten¬ 
tion.  He  has  140  acres  under  the  plow,  his  home  is  comfortable  and  his  barns 
and  other  outbuildings  commodious  and  suitable,  the  farm  equipment  is  good 
and  includes  a  “Titan”  tractor.  The  place  is  well  stocked  with  grade  dairy 
Durham  cattle  and  full  blooded  Duroc  swine.  Mr.  Tollefson  believes  that  there 
is  a  future  for  fruit  culture  in  this  county.  He  has,  therefore,  interested 
himself  considerably  in  horticulture  and  has  been  successful  in  raising 
apples,  plums,  berries  and  currants.  He  is  a  prominent  man  in  the  community, 
a  thoroughbred  Republican,  and  has  served  for  several  years  as  supervisor  of 
the  township  and  as  clerk  and  treasurer  of  the  school  district.  Fraternally, 
his  associations  are  with  the  Odd  Fellows.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Barron 
Co-operative  Creamery,  also  a  stockholder  in  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Barron  and  in  the  Stock  Pavilion  at  Barron.  Mr.  Tollefson  was  married  Feb. 
26,  1908,  to  Marie  B.  Dragseth,  who  was  born  in  Minneapolis  April  9,  1886, 
daughter  of  Arndt  J.  and  Julia  (Olson)  Dragseth,  now  of  Barron  Township. 
She  was  graduated  in  1905  from  the  Barron  High  School  and  taught  school  for 
two  and  a  half  years  before  her  marriage.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tollefson  have  seven 
children:  Elsie  M.,  born  Jan.  22,  1909;  Gladys  G.,  July  29,  1910;  Henry  M., 
Sept.  7,  1912  (died  in  infancy);  Theo  R.,  Sept.  24,  1914;  Helen  M.,  April  27, 
1916;  Hans  G.,  March  24,  1918,  and  Raymond  T.,  June  14,  1920.  The  family 
faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Christian  O.  Nordby,  who  has  been  one  of  the  leading  temperance  workers 
of  Barron  County  for  many  years,  was  born  in  Gudbrandsdalen,  Norway,  Feb. 
10,  1858.  He  was  early  thrown  on  his  own  resources.  In  1883  he  came  to  the 
United  States  and  found  his  way  to  Black  River  Falls,  Wis.,  where  he  landed 
with  but  five  dollars  in  his  pocket.  For  a  while  he  lived  with  his  cousin, 
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Martin  Hanson,  fifteen  miles  out  in  the  country.  His  first  work  here  was  in  a 
sawmill  at  Merrillan  Junction.  Then  for  several  years  he  divided  his  time 
between  working  in  the  lumber  woods  in  the  winter  for  the  Chippewa  Lumber 
&  Boom  Co.  and  farming  in  the  summer.  After  he  had  been  here  but  a  year 
he  brought  his  mother  and  sister  here,  married,  and  started  farming  on  a 
rented  place  in  Chetek  Township,  this  county.  In  1887  he  purchased  40 
acres  of  wild  land  in  Section  2,  Barron  Township,  and  built  thereon  a  log 
house  14  by  18  feet.  His  first  live  stock  consisted  only  of  one  yoke  of  oxen  and 
a  cow.  Gradually  the  place  was  developed,  a  comfortable  frame  house  built, 
and  other  buildings  constructed  as  necessity  required,  including  a  modern 
silo.  To  the  original  40  another  80  has  been  added  adjoining  on  the  west  in 
Section  3,  making  a  good  farm  of  120  acres,  of  which  60  is  under  the  plow. 
Everything  is  in  good  condition  and  bespeaks  the  thrift  of  the  owner.  Mr. 
Nordby  is  a  substantial  man,  has  been  town  clerk  for  one  term  and  has  served 
in  such  school  offices  as  clerk  and  treasurer  for  many  years.  He  was  one 
of  the  founders  of  the  Hope  of  the  Future  Temperance  Society,  of  Barron, 
and  takes  just  pride  in  the  fact  that  he  was  one  of  those  workers  who  all  over 
the  United  States,  seeing  a  star  of  hope  in  the  future,  labored  for  righteous¬ 
ness  against  heavy  odds,  and  saw  their  hopes  at  last  realized  in  a  dry  country. 
Mr.  Nordby  was  married  July  11,  1884,  to  Marie  Olson  to  whom  he  had  been 
engaged  in  the  old  country  and  who  came  to  the  United  States  with  him.  This 
union  was  blessed  with  six  children.  Martin  O.  was  born  June  7,  1885,  and  is 
now  a  farmer  in  Saskatchewan,  Canada.  Olga  A.  was  born  April  2,  1887,  and 
died  Sept.  3,  1887.  Alfred  O.  was  born  Nov.  19,  1888,  and  is  a  farmer  in 
Saskatchewan,  Canada.  Olga  A.  (second)  was  born  Feb.  5,  1891,  and  is  the 
wife  of  Mathias  Hong.  Edward  C.  was  born  Oct.  24,  1894,  and  is  a  student 
in  the  Red  Wing  (Minn.)  Seminary.  Carl  M.  was  born  Nov.  5,  1895,  and 
assists  his  father  on  the  farm.  He  was  inducted  into  the  United  States  service 
July  23,  1918,  was  assigned  to  the  311th  Engineer  Corps,  trained  at  Camp  Grant, 
Ill.,  was  equipped  at  Camp  Mills  for  overseas  duty  and  sailed  for  Liverpool 
Sept.  9,  1918.  From  there  he  was  sent  to  Southhampton.  Sept.  22  he  crossed 
the  English  Channel  and  was  thence  sent  to  Bordeaux.  He  sailed  for  home 
from  Marseilles,  France,  June  12,  1919,  and  received  his  discharge  at  Camp 
Grant,  July  12,  1919.  Mrs.  Christian  0.  Nordby  died  May  7,  1900.  Mr.  Nordby 
was  married  May  16,  1902,  to  Mary  Bjorlie,  who  was  born  June  28,  1872,  and 
died  Nov.  4,  1916.  Mr.  Nordby  worships  with  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church 
of  which  he  has  been  a  member  for  30  years  and  secretary  23  years.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  church  building  committee  when  the  church  was  erected  in 
Barron. 

Henry  Tvedt,  one  of  the  best  known  of  the  younger  farmers  of  Barron 
Township,  was  born  on  the  home  farm  in  this  township  July  15,  1895,  son 
of  Nels  O.  and  Rachael  (Stensland)  Tvedt.  He  attended  the  school  of  District 
5,  Barron  Township,  and  has  devoted  his  entire  life  to  farming.  He  has  160 
acres  of  improved  land,  with  good  buildings,  on  Section  16,  two  and  a  half 
miles  northwest  of  Barron  City,  85  acres  being  under  cultivation  and  the 
balance  in  pasture  and  timber.  The  soil  is  first  class,  the  equipment  is  good, 
and  Mr.  Tvedt  is  on  the  high  road  to  success.  He  raises  “bumper”  crops  and 
takes  especial  pride  in  his  roan  Durham  cattle  and  his  Poland-China  swine. 
Modern  in  every  way,  he  has  learned  much  by  travel.  His  Overland  auto¬ 
mobile  places  him  in  close  touch  with  the  nearby  places,  and  his  reading  keeps 
him  informed  as  to  the  events  of  the  day.  Mr.  Tvedt  served  in  the  World  War. 
He  was  inducted  into  the  service  Nov.  2,  1918,  trained  for  light  artillery 
service  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  was  transferred  to  the  quartermaster  department  at 
Jeffersonville,  Ind.,  and  there  served  until  discharged  Feb.  20,  1919,  reaching 
home  three  days  later.  He  was  married  Oct.  6,  1920,  to  Mary  Payette,  born  at 
Stillwater,  Minn.,  Aug.  28,  1898,  daughter  of  Telesphore  L.  and  Anna  (Luke) 
Payette.  Mrs.  Tvedt  is  one  of  eight  children,  the  others  being:  Elmer, 
deceased;  Telesphore,  Jr.,  deceased;  George,  of  St.  Croix  Falls,  Wis.;  Joseph, 


Digitized  b 


>yG00gI 


e 


CHRIST  O.  NORDBY  AND  FAMILY 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HISTORY  OF  BARRON  COUNTY 


145 


of  St.  Croix  Falls,  Wis.;  Clarice,  wife  of  Roy  Bailey,  of  Rhinelander,  Wis.; 
Dorothy,  wife  of  Percy  Rutherford,  of  St.  Croix  Falls,  Wis.;  Mary  Louise,  wife 
of  Peter  Peloquin,  of  Chippewa  Falls,  Wis.,  and  Mary,  now  Mrs.  Henry  Tvedt. 
Telesphore  L.  Payette  now  lives  at  St.  Croix  Falls;  his  wife  died  at  Long 
Lake,  Wis.,  March  14,  1905.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tvedt  have  one  daughter,  Vergine, 
born  June  29,  1921. 

Theodore  O.  Tvedt,  an  enterprising  young  farmer,  is  a  native  of  this 
county,  having  been  born  on  the  home  farm  at  Stoughton,  Dane  County,  Wis., 
May  1,  3891,  son  of  Nels  0.  and  Rachael  (Stensland)  Tvedt,  who  came  to 
Barron  County,  Wisconsin,  in  1895.  He  received  a  good  education  in  the 
school  of  District  5,  Barron  Township,  and  has  devoted  his  entire  life  to 
farming.  He  has  a  good  place  of  80  acres  on  Section  16,  Barron  Township, 
highly  cultivated  and  provided  with  a  set  of  modern  buildings.  He  is  but  two 
and  a  half  miles  from  Barron  City  on  a  good  road,  and  his  trading  facilities 
are,  therefore,  excellent.  He  believes  in  the  modern  methods  of  farming, 
and,  aside  from  general  lines  of  agriculture,  makes  a  specialty  of  roan  Dur¬ 
ham  cattle  and  Poland-China  swine.  By  judicious  purchases  he  has  acquired 
a  good  line  of  tools,  implements  and  machinery  and  the  comfort  of  the  daily 
life  of  him  and  his  wife  is  increased  by  the  possession  of  a  baby  Overland 
automobile.  Mr.  Tvedt  was  married  Oct.  6,  1920,  to  Olga  Foss,  who  was 
born  Oct.  1,  1896,  daughter  of  Ole  G.  and  Tillie  (Jorgensen)  Foss,  of  Barron 
Township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tvedt  are  members  of  the  Barron  congregation  of  the 
Norwegian  Lutheran  Church.  They  have  one  son,  Jerome,  born  July  17,  1921. 

Christ  W.  Wagenbach,  now  deceased,  was  a  substantial  hard  working 
citizen  who  enjoyed  an  excellent  standing  in  the  community  and  whose  death 
was  a  distinct  loss  to  his  associates.  He  was  born  in  Germany  Dec.  17,  1841, 
and  was  there  married  in  February,  1864,  to  Ida  E.  Haes,  born  Feb.  18,  1842. 
That  year,  leaving  his  bride  in  Germany,  to  be  sent  for  later,  he  came  to 
America.  He  was  in  comfortable  circumstances  and  decided  to  look  about 
for  a  while  before  locating.  After  living  a  few  months  at  Louisville,  he  came 
north  in  the  spring  of  1865,  found  his  was  to  Lansing,  Mich.,  and  secured 
employment  on  a  railroad,  in  which  employment  he  remained  for  twenty  years. 
In  1885  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  purchased  160  acres  of  wild  land. 
He  built  a  small  log  house,  moved  into  it,  and  with  the  help  of  his  family 
started  clearing  and  developing  the  land.  By  hard  work  he  succeeded  in 
building  up  a  good  farm,  with  a  good  set  of  buildings  and  suitable  equipment. 
He  was  honored  by  his  fellow  townsmen  by  being  several  times  elected  chair¬ 
man  of  the  board  of  supervisors,  and  for  some  years  he  sat  as  a  member  of 
the  school  board.  He  was  a  life-long  member  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church, 
a  charter  member  of  the  Barron  congregation,  and  one  of  those  who  helped 
build  the  Barron  church.  After  a  long  life  filled  with  useful  endeavor,  he  died 
in  April,  1901.  He  and  his  good  wife  were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  six 
of  whom  are  now  living:  Philip  was  born  May  22,  1867,  and  is  now  a  farmer 
in  Barron  Township,  this  county.  Martin  was  born  Oct.  28,  1869,  and  is  now  a 
farmer  in  Barron  Township.  Elizabeth  was  born  April  6,  1872,  and  is  now  wife 
of  Conrad  Wagenbach,  a  farmer  in  Washington.  Ida  was  born  March  5,  1875, 
and  is  the  wife  of  Stephen  Foster,  a  farmer  of  Cataract,  Wis.  Charles  was 
born  April  1,  1877,  and  is  farming  in  Barron  Township.  Frederick  was  born 
Oct.  10,  1879,  and  is  farming  in  Barron  township.  Edward  is  deceased.  All 
were  born  in  Ypsilanti,  Mich. 

Frederick  Wagenbach  was  born  in  Ypsilanti,  Mich.,  Oct.  10,  1879,  son  of 
Christ  and  Ida  E.  (Haes)  Wagenbach.  He  was  brought  to  Barron  County  when 
he  was  six  years  of  age  and  was  here  reared  and  educated.  At  the  age  of 
18,  in  1898,  he  went  to  North  Dakota.  From  there  he  found  his  way  to  Mon¬ 
tana,  and  homestead  160  acres  on  the  Fort  Buford  Military  Reservation,  in 
Yellowstone  Valley.  In  the  spring  of  1905  he  came  back  to  the  home  farm  and 
operated  it  for  three  years.  Then  he  started  West  again,  and  while  looking 
over  the  country,  secured  a  homestead  of  160  acres  near  Prince  Albert,  Sas- 
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katchewan,  Canada.  In  1913  he  again  returned  to  Barron  County,  and  after 
operating  the  home  place  for  a  while,  purchased  it  in  1915.  It  is  a  rich 
farm  of  160  acres,  three  and  a  half  miles  north  of  Barron,  well  improved  with 
good  buildings,  with  good  tools,  implements  and  machinery,  including  a  modern 
tractor.  Here  he  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  specializes  in 
tobacco  growing  and  dairying,  having  a  good  herd .  of  high  grade  Durham 
cattle.  His  financial  interests  include  stock  in  the  Barron  Co-operative 
Creamery,  the  Consumers’  Stores  in  Barron  and  Rice  Lake  and  the  Terminal 
Packing  Co.  at  Newport,  Minn.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Beavers. 
Mr.  Wagenbach  was  married  Sept.  23,  1920,  to  Henrietta  J.  Kolb,  daughter  of 
Ernest  and  Lena  A.  Kolb,  of  Barron  Township.  Mrs.  Wagenbach  was  bom 
Sept.  22,  1889.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church. 

Charles  Holtz,  mill  owner,  builder  and  contractor  of  Barron,  was  bora 
in  Green  Bay,  Wis.,  June  13,  1861,  son  of  William  and  Caroline  Holtz,  who 
were  born  near  Berlin,  Prussia,  Germany,  were  there  married  about  1855, 
came  to  America  about  1860,  homesteaded  land  near  Green  Bay,  Wis.,  and 
there  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  A  member  of  a  poor  family  of  eight 
children,  young  Charles  began  to  work  out  among  the  neighbors  when  he  was 
but  nine  years  of  age,  and  when  he  was  of  age  he  started  to  learn  the  carpenter 
trade  with  the  Zimmerman  Brothers  at  Wrightstown,  Wis.  In  about  three 
years  more  he  became  a  contractor  on  his  own  responsibility.  It  was  about 
1886  when  he  came  to  Barron  County.  Here  he  continued  at  his  trade,  and  as 
time  permitted  he  cleaned  up  eighty  acres  which  he  purchased  in  Section  1, 
Barron  Township,  first  selling  the  timber,  and  then  disposing  of  the  cleared 
land.  In  1903  he  purchased  ground  and  built  a  planing  mill  on  Fifth  street,  and 
this  he  operates  in  connection  with  his  other  business,  turning  out  inside 
furnishings  and  general  woodwork.  Aside  from  being  successful  in  business, 
Mr.  Holtz  is  an  active  man  in  the  community  and  belongs  to  the  Modern  Wood¬ 
men.  His  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Royal  Neighbors.  Mr.  Holtz  was  married 
April  25,  1886,  to  Louise  Zittlow,  bora  in  Lawrence  Township,  Brown  County, 
Wisconsin,  Oct.  15,  1861,  daughter  of  Gottlieb  and  Ernestine  Zittlow,  now  of 
Wrightstown,  Wis.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holtz  have  two  children:  Frederick  W., 
born  Aug.  7,  1887,  who  became  his  father’s  partner,  and  died  March  26,  1920; 
and  Eleanor,  born  July  23,  1894,  now  Mrs.  Clayton  Rodwell,  living  at  Baraboo, 
Wis. 

Frederick  W.  Holtz,  now  deceased,  spent  but  comparatively  few  years  on 
earth,  but  in  that  short  span  of  time  was  a  man  of  real  usefulness  in  the 
community,  and  left  a  memory  which  will  long  be  cherished.  He  was  a  loving 
and  obedient  son,  a  good  husband,  a  kind  father,  an  upright  citizen,  and  a 
respectful  friend.  He  was  born  in  Barron  Aug.  7,  1887,  son  of  Charles  and 
Louise  (Zittlow)  Holtz.  He  attended  the  public  schools  and  graduated  from 
the  Barron  High  School  at  the  age  of  18.  His  father  then  offered  him  an 
opportunity  to  attend  the  university,  and  as  he  was  an  unusually  bright  student 
and  fond  of  books,  he  would  doubtless  have  made  a  brilliant  record  there,  but 
he  felt  that  his  duty  called  him  to  relinquish  a  higher  education  and  stay  and 
work  with  his  father.  In  fact  as  early  as  1897,  when  he  was  but  ten  years  old, 
he  had  begun  assisting  his  father,  and  after  his  graduation  he  devoted  his 
entire  time  to  the  business,  developing  an  unusual  aptitude  in  the  use  of 
tools  and  becoming  a  splendid  workman.  In  1910  he  entered  into  partnership 
with  his  father  under  the  firm  name  of  C.  Holtz  &  Son.  He  was  on  the  high 
road  to  prosperity  and  success  when  he  died  of  pneumonia  March  26,  1920. 
One  of  the  substantial  monuments  to  his  memory  is  the  beautiful  bungalow 
which  he  built  near  his  place  of  business  and  in  which  he  took  particular 
pride.  This  bungalow  is  one  of  the  show  places  of  the  village.  It  is  hand¬ 
somely  constructed,  and  equipped  with  such  modern  conveniences  as  electric 
lights,  running  hot  and  cold  water,  automatic  heat  and  bathroom.  He  cut 
the  trees  from  which  the  lumber  was  made,  made  the  beds,  tables  and  chairs, 
and  with  his  own  hands  did  the  plumbing,  wiring  and  interior  finishing.  Mr. 
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Holtz  was  married  Aug.  26,  1915,  to  Winnefred  Hand,  born  April  22,  1893, 
daughter  of  Salem  and  Emma  (Moore)  Hand.  To  them  were  born  two  children : 
Bettie  Belle,  Dec.  6,  1918,  and  Frederick  W.,  Feb.  4,  1920.  The  oldest  child  was 
taken  ill  the  day  of  the  father’s  death  and  died  April  5,  1920. 

Lars  Lee  is  one  of  those  men  who,  coming  to  America  with  no  financial 
resources  and  compelled  to  work  for  some  years  at  anything  he  could  find,  has, 
by  industry  and  frugality,  acquired  a  good  farm  and  become  one  of  the 
substantial  men  of  the  community.  He  has  served  on  the  town  board  of  Barron 
Township  and  on  the  school  board  of  District  No.  7,  Barron  Township,  and  in 
other  ways  has  done  his  duty  as  a  good  citizen  and  taxpayer.  He  was  born 
in  Bergen,  Norway,  Nov.  2,  1871,  the  son  of  Elling  and  Torbgor  (Skaalheans) 
Lee,  who  spent  the  span  of  their  years  in  Norway.  He  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1889  and  found  work  at  Montevidio,  Minn.  The  next  year  he  came 
to  Rock  County,  this  state,  and  the  next  went  to  Chicago,  Ill.,  going  from  there 
to  Dane  County,  this  state.  In  the  spring  of  1904  he  came  to  Barron  County. 
Four  years  later  he  bought  40  acres  of  wild  land  in  Section  16,  Barron  Town¬ 
ship,  cleared  20  acres,  erected  tobacco  sheds  and  engaged  in  tobacco  raising. 
While  thus  employed  he  boarded  for  six  years  with  the  family  of  Thomas 
Osterhus,  the  neighbor  on  the  east.  In  the  spring  of  1914  he  sold  his  tobacco 
farm,  and  in  the  fall  of  1915  purchased  the  Osterhus  farm  of  40  acres.  This 
is  a  good  place,  with  a  farm  house,  barns  and  silo,  and  with  25  acres  under  the 
plow.  Here  Mr.  Lee  carries  on  general  farming.  He  is  well  liked  in  the 
community  and  has  passed  through  the  chairs  of  Barron  Colony,  No.  38,  of  the 
Beavers.  He  attends  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Anton  Moselle  was  a  worthy  son  of  Italy  who  came  into  Barron  County, 
built  a  log  cabin,  gradually  developed  a  farm,  and  achieved  the  success  that  his 
hard  work  deserved.  He  was  born  in  Italy  and  there  married.  For  some  years 
he  was  a  mine  foreman.  He  came  to  America  about  1892  and  settled  at  Hurley, 
Wis,  where  he  was  foreman  in  an  iron  mine.  While  still  working  in  the  mine 
he  bought  100  acres  of  wild  land  in  Section  7,  Barron  Township,  and  about 
1897,  when  the  depression  in  the  iron  business  came,  moved  his  family  here 
and  took  up  his  home  in  a  small  log  shanty.  With  the  help  of  his  family  he 
cleared  and  developed  the  land,  and  from  time  to  time  erected  buildings  as 
necessity  required  and  means  permitted.  He  died  Jan.  29,  1919.  His  first  wife 
died  young.  His  second  wife  died  June  23,  1920.  There  were  six  children  in 
the  family,  five  by  the  first  wife  and  one  by  the  second.  Anton  G.  occupies  the 
home  farm.  Rosa  is  the  wife  of  Christ  Basso,  of  Ironwood,  Mich.  John  lives 
in  Chisholm,  Minn.  Barbara  is  Mrs.  M.  J.  Johnson,  of  Duluth,  Minn.  Albert 
lives  with  his  brother,  Anton  G.  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Charlie  Gaedabino,  of 
Hurley,  Wis.  Anton  G.,  Rosa  and  John  were  born  in  Italy,  Barbara  in  France, 
and  Albert  in  Hurley,  Wis. 

Anton  G.  Moselle,  an  active  young  farmer  of  Section  7,  Barron  Township, 
is  one  of  the  veterans  of  the  World  War  in  which  he  was  wounded  and  gassed. 
He  was  inducted  into  the  service  at  Ashland,  Wis.,  May  4,  1917,  and  trained 
with  the  23d  Infantry,  of  the  Second  Division,  at  Jefferson  Barracks,  Mo.  Later 
he  trained  with  Troop  A,  13th  Cavalry,  at  Ft.  Riley,  Kan.  Upon  being  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  Ambulance  Corps,  he  was  sent  to  San  Antonio,  Texas,  for  further 
training  and  from  there  to  Camp  Mills,  Long  Island,  for  overseas  equipment. 
He  sailed  June  2,  1918,  and  after  21  days  on  the  ocean  was  landed  at  Liver¬ 
pool,  thence  going  to  Southhampton,  England,  and  La  Havre,  France.  In 
France  he  was  transferred  to  the  Engineer  Corps.  He  was  in  action  July  18, 
1918,  at  Belleau  Woods;  in  the  first  American  drive  at  St.  Mihiel  Sept.  12,  1918, 
and  then  tfent  to  New  Largon.  He  went  through  the  grilling  in  the  Argonne, 
was  wounded  in  the  hip  by  a  machine  gun  and  on  the  last  day  there  was 
gassed.  After  the  armistice  he  was  sent  to  Coblenz  with  the  army  of  occupa¬ 
tion,  in  which  he  served  from  December,  1918,  to  April  23,  1919.  He  reached 
the  States  July  9, 1919,  was  discharged  at  Camp  Mills  July  12,  and  was  greeted 
at  Hurley,  Wis.,  six  days  later.  Then  he  resumed  his  work  as  a  farmer.  He 
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has  an  excellent  place  which  he  purchased  from  his  father’s  heirs,  70  acres 
being  under  the  plow.  The  buildings  are  all  good,  the  equipment  is  suitable 
in  every  way,  and  in  addition  to  carrying  on  general  farming  Mr.  Moselle  is 
making  a  specialty  of  high  grade  Holstein  cattle  and  Poland-China  swine.  He 
believes  in  the  latest  methods  of  modern  farming,  and  his  war  experiences 
have  fitted  him  to  take  a  place  as  a  leader  among  his  fellow  men.  Anton  G. 
Moselle  was  born  in  Hurley,  Wis.,  Oct.  23,  1892,  son  of  Anton  and  Mary  Moselle. 
He  came  to  his  present  farm  with  his  father  and  stepmother  about  1897  and 
was  here  educated.  After  he  attained  a  suitable  age  he  assisted  with  the 
farm  work  in  the  summer  and  worked  in  the  lumber  woods  in  the  winter.  He 
is  a  shareholder  in  the  Barron  Co-operative  Creamery  and  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Columbus  at  Hurley  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias  at  Barron.  He  is  a 
communicant  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

Otto  Maack,  a  prosperous  farmer  who  owns  a  modern  place  on  the  outskirts 
of  the  city  of  Barron,  was  born  in  Mecklenberg,  Germany,  May  13,  1882,  son  of 
Carl  and  Caroline  (Rubow)  Maack,  who  came  to  America  in  1883,  located  near 
Green  Bay,  Wis.,  where  the  father  found  railroad  employment  for  seven  years, 
and  in  1890  came  to  Barron  County,  bought  80  acres  of  wild  land  in  Stanfold 
Township,  erected  buildings,  cleared  the  land,  and  there  lived  until  1913,  when 
they  retired  to  Rice  Lake,  this  county,  where  the  father  died  Jan.  17,  1916,  and 
the  mother  Dec.  11,  1919.  In  the  family  there  were  three  children,  besides 
Otto:  Lena,  now  Mrs.  John  Smittke,  of  Rice  Lake;  Augusta,  now  Mrs.  William 
Brandenburg,  of  Hudson,  Wis.,  and  Melvina,  deceased.  Otto  Maack  was 
reared  in  Brown  County  and  Barron  County.  As  a  young  man  he  purchased 
80  acres  adjoining  the  home  farm  in  Stanfold  Township.  In  1913  he  pur¬ 
chased  the  home  farm  and  continued  to  operate  both  places  for  some  years, 
making  many  improvements  on  the  home  place.  -  Later  he  sold  the  home  farm, 
and  in  1917  he  purchased  120  acres  on  the  outskirts  of  Barron  City,  turning 
in  his  80  acres  in  Stanfold  Township  as  part  payment.  The  Barron  farm  was 
already  well  improved  with  a  good  home  and  other  buildings,  but  Mr.  Maack 
has  further  modernized  it  by  erecting  two  good  tool  sheds,  a  poultry  house 
and  a  milk  house.  One  hundred  acres  are  under  cultivation,  the  equipment 
which  is  of  the  best  includes  a  Fordson  tractor,  and  the  herd  is  of  a  good 
grade  of  Guernsey  cattle.  Mr.  Maack  keeps  thoroughly  up-to-date  and  is 
conducting  his  operations  along  the  latest  approved  lines.  He  was  married 
Nov.  20,  1909,  to  Evelyn  L.  Rowland,  daughter  of  John  and  Rene  Rowland,  of 
Barron  Township,  born  in  Cattaraugus  County,  New  York,  Sept.  12,  1889,  and 
brought  to  Barron  County  by  her  parents  in  the  early  nineties.  Mrs.  Maack 
has  one  brother,  Carl,  of  Stanfold  Township,  this  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Maack 
have  three  children:  Lineus,  born  March  29,  1912;  Merlyn,  born  Feb.  3,  1914, 
and  Florence,  born  Jan.  17,  1916. 

George  B.  Mack  Mullikin  was  born  in  Littletown  Township,  Grafton  County, 
New  Hampshire,  March  13,  1864,  son  of  George  and  Elizabeth  (Fitzgerald) 
Mullikin.  The  father,  who  was  a  millwright  by  trade,  operated  a  flouring 
mill  in  New  Hampshire.  He  brought  the  family  to  Johnstown,  Crawford 
County,  Wis.,  about  1871,  and  opened  a  turning  shop,  where  he  worked  in  wood 
and  metals.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  remained  with  his  parents  until  attain¬ 
ing  young  manhood.  In  the  summer  of  1881  he  made  his  first  trip  to  Kansas. 
Late  that  year  he  began  operating  two  farms  in  Crawford  County,  Wisconsin, 
owned  by  his  father  and  his  father-in-law.  In  the  fall  of  1888  he  moved  to 
Banner  County,  Nebraska,  which  he  had  previously  visited,  and  homesteaded 
120  acres  of  prairie  land  there.  He  built  a  sod  house,  broke  part  of  the  land, 
and  seemed  on  the  high  road  to  prosperity.  But  the  drouth,  the  hot  “winds  and 
the  grasshoppers  ruined  all  agricultural  prospects,  and  in  the  fall  of  1896  he 
returned  to  Wisconsin.  Coming  to  Barron  County,  he  bought  120  acres  of  land 
in  Section  6,  Barron  Township,  built  a  house  and  began  operations  by  clearing 
the  land.  With  this  beginning  he  has  built  up  a  good  place  and  is  regarded 
as  one  of  the  prosperous  men  of  the  community.  He  was  married  Nov.  25, 
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1885,  to  Anna  Hinze,  born  in  Brandenberg,  Germany,  Feb.  7,  1866,  daughter  of 
William  and  Minnie  (Witty)  Hinze,  who  came  to  America  about  1870  and 
settled  at  Watertown,  Wis.,  where  the  father  worked  as  a  mason,  later  going 
to  Crawford  County,  Wisconsin,  and  settling  on  a  farm.  Mr.  Hinze  died  there 
May  20,  1886,  and  Mrs.  Hinze  died  in  Stanfold  Township,  this  county,  Feb. 
8,  1908.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mack  Mullikin  are  the  parents  of  eleven  children,  the 
two  oldest  born  in  Crawford  County,  Wisconsin,  the  next  three  in  Banner 
County,  Nebraska,  and  the  others  in  this  county.  Mabel  E.  was  born  March 
30,  1887,  and  is  the  wife  of  William  Statton,  of  Cumberland  Township,  this 
county.  Melvin  W.  was  born  Oct.  5,  1889,  and  now  lives  at  Doran,  Minn.  Frank 

H.  was  born  March  29,  1891,  and  now  lives  at  Marshfield,  Wis.  George  M. 
was  born  June  2,  1892,  and  now  lives  in  Barron  Township.  Amil  G.  was 
born  Dec.  24,  1894,  and  now  lives  in  Barron  Township.  Minnie  E.  was  born 
Sept.  25,  1897,  and  is  the  wife  of  Adolph  Hanson,  of  Barron  Township.  Her¬ 
man  D.,  born  Oct.  14,  1901 ;  Anna  M.,  born  Oct.  9,  1904 ;  Fred  E.,  born  Aug.  29, 
1907;  Manford  H.,  born  April  6,  1909,  and  Alice  I.  born  June  3,  1911,  are  all 
at  home.  The  family  worships  at  the  “Hope"  Church  of  the  Evangelical  Asso¬ 
ciation.  Amil  was  inducted  into  the  service  in  October,  1917,  trained  at  Camp 
Grant  with  the  341st  Infantry,  Company  F,  and  was  discharged  six  months 
later  on  account  of  disability.  Mr.  Mack  Mullikin  is  one  of  eleven  children: 
Jane,  wife  of  Oliver  Peck,  of  Crawford  County,  Wisconsin;  Abbie,  wife  of 
William  McBumey,  of  Wood  County,  Wisconsin;  Mark,  of  Crawford  County, 
Wisconsin;  Nellie,  deceased;  Minnie,  wife  of  James  Tansey,  of  Chicago; 
George  B.;  John;  Alice,  now  Mrs.  George  Gordon,  of  Michigan;  Thomas,  of 
Crawford  County,  Wisconsin;  Dade,  of  Crawford  County,  Wisconsin,  and 
Mittie,  deceased.  Mrs.  Mack  Mullikin  is  one  of  five  children:  Frank  and 
Gustaf,  of  Mt.  Holly,  N.  J.;  Anna,  Herman,  of  Stanfold  Township,  this  county, 
and  Henry,  of  Doran,  Minn.  The  name  of  "Mack  Mullikin”  is  derived  from 
Gen.  George  B.  McClellan,  in  Civil  War  days,  familiarly  called  “Little  Mac,” 
after  whom  he  was  named,  his  father’s  name  being  Mullikin. 

Peter  Matthys,  who,  after  his  retirement  from  farming  in  1918,  resided 
on  his  farm  in  Section  25,  Barron  Township,  until  his  death  on  Dec.  21,  1920, 
was  born  in  Holland  Nov.  7,  1845,  and  was  there  reared.  He  came  to  America 
in  1864  and  settled  at  North  Freedom,  Wis.,  wher6  he  secured  a  farm  of  80 
acres.  He  cleared  a  part  of  the  land,  erected  buildings,  and  there  farmed  until 
1899.  In  that  year  he  sold  and  came  to  Barron  County  where  he  bought  80 
acres  in  Section  25,  Barron  Township.  He  broke  some  of  the  land  and  stumped 
10  acres.  The  house  on  the  farm  is  one  of  the  best  built  in  the  county,  contain¬ 
ing  2,200  pounds  of  nails.  Mr.  Matthys  also  erected  outbuildings  in  keeping 
with  the  house  and  the  whole  place  wears  a  look  of  thrift,  industry  and  good 
taste.  In  1918  Mr.  Matthys  retired  and  sold  his  farm  to  his  son,  Albert,  who 
made  a  home  for  him  till  his  death.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church.  Peter  Matthys  was  married  July  4,  1882,  to  Rena  Paul,  who 
died  in  1891,  leaving  seven  children:  Edward,  who  was  born  April  16,  1883, 
and  is  now  at  Leith,  N.  D.;  Emma,  who  was  born  June  16,  1884,  and  is  now 
the  wife  of  Edward  Wood,  of  Raymond,  Wash.;  Walter,  who  was  born  May  3, 
1887,  and  is  now  living  in  Maple  Grove  Township;  August,  who  was  born  Sept. 
23,  1888,  and  is  now  in  Hillsdale;  Mattie,  who  was  born  Nov.  29,  1890,  and  is 
now  on  a  farm  in  Clinton  Township ;  Albert,  who  was  born  April  22,  1892,  and 
now  operates  the  home  farm,  and  Alvina,  who  was  born  Nov.  3,  1893,  and  is  now 
the  wife  of  E.  Cole,  of  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Matthys  was  married  secondly,  Jan. 

I,  1895,  to  Emma  Kaufman,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Henrietta  (Eckert) 
Kaufman,  who  came  to  America  in  the  early  sixties  and  settled  in  Sauk  County, 
where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  Albert  Matthys,  who  is  suc¬ 
cessfully  engaged  in  general  agriculture,  taking  pride  in  his  fine  herd  of 
registered  Guernsey  cattle,  is  one  of  the  popular  young  men  of  his  township. 
He  was  married  March  2,  1921,  to  Laura  Anderson,  daughter  of  Martin  and 
Matilda  Anderson  of  Turtle  Lake  Township. 
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Otto  G.  Manstad,  a  capable  and  respected  citizen  of  Section  12,  Barron 
Township,  was  born  in  Norway  Feb.  2,  1858,  the  son  of  Gilbert  and  Helena 
Manstad,  who  were  born,  lived  and  died  in  Norway,  he  being  a  veterinary  sur¬ 
geon  by  profession.  Otto  G.  was  the  oldest  of  eight  children.  He  was 
educated  in  his  native  land,  and  as  a  youth  became  a  sailor,  following  the  sea 
for  ten  years.  In  1884  he  came  to  America  and  located  in  Sumner  Township, 
this  county.  For  several  years  he  farmed  and  did  carpenter  work.  In  1891  he 
purchased  80  acres  of  wild  land  in  Section  12,  Barron  Township.  He  erected 
a  log  house,  started  clearing  the  land,  and  for  a  time  lived  alone.  Then  he 
brought  his  wife  to  the  place  and  they  started  to  establish  their  fortunes.  In 
the  years  that  have  passed  since  then,  he  has  cleared  up  the  land  and  developed 
a  good  place.  At  first  he  had  but  little  to  do  with.  Grain  was  harvested  with 
a  cradle.  It  was  two  years  before  he  got  his  first  cow.  The  wife  spent  her 
spare  time  in  spinning  and  weaving,  making  knitted  socks,  mittens  and  jackets 
from  the  yarn  she  spun,  and  fine  dresses  and  table  cloths  from  the  linen  she 
wove.  In  1907  Mr.  Manstad  built  an  eleven-room  frame  house,  two  stories 
high,  and  in  1913  he  built  a  barn,  36  by  82  feet  in  dimensions,  with  a  full 
basement,  and  with  a  silo  in  the  barn.  The  place  is  now  as  good  as  any  *that 
can  be  found  in  the  neighborhood.  Mr.  Manstad  carries  on  general  farming 
and  raises  good  Durham  and  Guernsey  cattle.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the 
Farmers’  Store  at  Rice  Lake.  He  served  three  years  as  town  treasurer  and 
four  years  as  town  clerk  and  for  eleven  years  was  school  clerk.  Mr.  Manstad 
was  married  May  3,  1897,  in  the  log  house  on  his  farm,  to  Julia  Banden,  who 
was  born  in  Norway  Sept.  17,  1866,  and  came  to  America  with  her  brother, 
Martin,  about  1880.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Manstad  have  one  son,  in  whom  they  take 
just  pride.  This  son,  Helmer  0.  by  name,  was  born  on  the  home  place  March 
6,  1899.  He  attended  the  schools  of  the  neighborhood,  went  through  the 
Rice  Lake  High  School,  and  took  a  year’s  course  in  the  Hunt  Business  College 
at  Eau  Claire,  Wis.  He  is  now  chief  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  “Omaha”  line 
at  Altoona,  in  Eau  Claire  County,  this  state. 

Harry  H.  Lichtenwalner,  now  deceased,  was  a  farmer  in  Section  23,  Barron 
Township,  for  some  five  years.  He  was  a  good  citizen,  an  excellent  neighbor, 
and  a  kind  and  loving  husband  and  father.  Born  in  Northhampton  County, 
Pennsylvania,  Jan.  6,  1869;  son  of  James,  and  Leanna  (Hober)  Lichtenwalner, 
he  was  educated  in  Schonerville,  in  his  native  state,  and  remained  with  his 
parents  until  about  seventeen  years  of  age,  when  he  came  to  Wisconsin.  He 
then  continued  in  farm  work,  first  as  a  helper,  and  then  as  a  renter,  for  many 
years,  both  in  Monroe  and  Green  Counties.  In  1904  he  went  to  Richmond 
County,  North  Dakota,  where  he  purchased  160  acres  on  which  he  erected 
buildings  and  made  improvements.  In  the  fall  of  1909  he  came  to  Barron 
County  and  purchased  60  acres  in  Section  23,  Barron  Township.  In  addition 
to  the  land  already  cleared,  he  cleared  10  acres  more,  built  an  addition  to  the 
barn,  and  erected  a  silo  and  garage.  Here  he  conducted  general  farming  until 
his  death  Oct.  3,  1914.  After  his  death  the  son,  Erwin,  became  manager  of  the 
place  for  the  mother,  and  they  have  further  improved  the  place.  Electric 
lights  have  been  installed  in  the  house  and  barns  and  the  James  system  of 
equipment  in  the  latter,  and  they  are  now  building  a  dairy  house  to  be  supplied 
with  running  water.  Erwin  Lichtenwalner  carries  on  general  farming  and 
makes  a  specialty  of  a  fine  herd  of  Holstein  cattle  with  full  blooded  sires  at  its 
head.  He  is  well  liked  throughout  the  community,  is  a  stockholder  in  the 
Barron  Co-operative  Creamery,  and  is  taking  his  share  in  the  general  affairs  of 
the  township.  Harry  H.  Lichtenwalner  was  married  Jan.  1,  1891,  to  Addie 
Dinges,  who  was  born  Feb.  3,  1870,  one  of  the  thirteen  children  of  Andrew 
and  Elizabeth  (Detwiller)  Dinges,  who  were  born  in  Pennsylvania,  came  to 
Green  County,  this  state,  and  here  farmed  until  their  deaths,  Mr.  Dinges  dying 
July  10,  1891  and  Mrs.  Dinges  April  1,  1902.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lichtenwalner  were 
the  parents  of  two  children:  Leanna,  born  Nov.  14,  1891,  wife  of  Lester 
Carpenter,  of  Barron  Township,  and  Erwin,  born  Dec.  11,  1898. 
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William  Cuthbert,  for  some  years  a  resident  and  public  official  of  Barron 
Township,  now  deceased,  was  born  in  Scotland  and  came  to  the  United  States 
in  1871,  locating  first  in  Chicago  where  he  worked  at  his  trade  as  stone  cutter 
and  mason.  Then  he  went  to  Marquette,  Mich.,  was  there  married  to  Isabelle 
Hemstock,  a  native  of  Canada,  and  there  remained  for  several  years.  His 
next  location  was  at  La  Crosse.  Later  in  that  vicinity  he  purchased  240  acres 
of  land,  cleared  140  acres,  erected  a  set  of  buildings  and  carried  on  farming. 
In  1890  he  sold  out  and  again  took  up  his  trade  with  headquarters  at  West 
Salem.  He  came  to  Barron  County  in  1897  and  purchased  160  acres  in  Section 
10,  Barron  Township.  He  cleared  30  acres,  erected  a  house,  built  an  addition  to 
the  barn,  and  made  other  improvements.  This  farm  in  1901  he  rented  to  his 
son.  In  the  meantime,  in  1900,  he  purchased  160  acres  in  Section  23,  in  the 
same  township.  He  cleared  25  acres  of  this,  made  general  improvements,  and 
farmed  there  until  1903  when  he  moved  to  Barron  City.  Five  years  later  he 
moved  to  Canon  City,  Colo.,  where  he  lived  until  his  death  Feb.  23,  1918,  and 
where  his  wife  still  lives.  While  in  Barron  Township,  Mr.  Cuthbert  was  clerk 
of  the  township  two  years  and  a  member  of  the  schoolboard  for  several  terms. 
He  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  eight  children:  Anna  (deceased), 
Charles  (deceased),  James  C.,  William  R.,  Mary  A.  E.,  Fred  B.,  Mabel  O.  and 
Glen  H. 

William  R.  Cuthbert,  Section  23,  Barron  Township,  is  said  to  have  one  of 
the  best  equipped  farms  in  Barron  County.  It  consists  of  80  acres  of  well 
tilled  land,  on  which  he  has  erected  a  fine  set  of  buildings,  the  house  being 
modern  in  every  particular,  with  electric  lights,  running  hot  and  cold  water  and 
other  conveniences,  while  the  barn  has  electric  lights,  and  James  and  Drew 
equipment.  His  fine  herd  of  registered  and  high  grade  Holsteins  is  headed  with 
blooded  sires,  and  his  Poland-China  swine  are  of  registered  breed.  He  is  a 
stockholder  in  the  Barron  Co-operative  Creamery  and  is  interested  in  other 
public  ventures.  He  has  done  good  work  as  a  member  of  the  schoolboard 
and  also  did  capable  service  in  filling  out  an  unexpired  term  as  town  super¬ 
visor.  Mr.  Cuthbert  was  born  in  La  Crosse  County,  this  state,  son  of  William 
and  Isabelle  (Hemstock)  Cuthbert.  He  received  his  education  in  his  native 
county  and  came  to  Barron  County  with  his  parents  in  1897.  In  1901  he  rented 
the  home  farm  and  in  1903  bought  it,  and  the  next  year  rented  it  out,  returning 
to  it  in  1905.  He  cleared  25  acres  of  the  place  and  made  various  improvements. 
In  1908  he  sold  out  and  purchased  his  present  place.  Mr.  Cuthbert  was  married 
Nov.  28,  1901  to  Millie  Gilbertson,  who  died  Nov.  13,  1904,  leaving  a  daughter, 
Lillian  I.,  born  Jan.  21,  1903,  who  now  lives  with  the  grandmother  in  Colorado. 
Mr.  Cuthbert  was  married  Oct.  18,  1905,  to  Anna  L.  Voll,  who  was  born  Aug. 
30,  1879,  daughter  of  Louis  and  Emma  (Mogler)  Voll,  natives  respectively  of 
Germany  and  Wisconsin. 

Charles  E.  Moltz,  now  deceased,  was  a  prominent  farmer  and  stockman  of 
Barron  County,  he  was  an  enthusiastic  believer  in  the  future  of  the  county  as 
the  leading  dairy  region  of  the  Northwest,  and  he  labored  earnestly  to  improve 
the  breeds  of  stock,  and  to  import  cattle  of  pure  blood  best  suited  to  the  condi¬ 
tions  here.  He  was  an  active  man,  a  good  citizen,  a  faithful  husband  and  under¬ 
standing  father,  and  his  death,  at  a  comparatively  early  age,  was  a  distinct  loss 
to  the  community.  He  was  a  native  of  this  state,  born  in  Fond  du  Lac  County, 
Wisconsin,  March  16,  1876,  son  of  Carl  and  Matilda  (Korte)  Moltz,  the  former 
of  whom,  a  carpenter  by  trade,  was  a  native  of  Germany,  and  the  latter  of  the 
United  States.  The  family  lived  in  Wisconsin  until  1892  when  they  removed 
to  Emmet  County,  Iowa.  From  there  in  1910  they  went  to  Broadland,  S.  D., 
where  the  father  died  and  where  the  mother,  having  remarried,  is  still  living. 
There  were  eight  children  in  the  family:  Silas,  deceased;  Charles  E.,  Fred¬ 
erick,  Minnie,  John,  Cora,  Benjamin  and  I^aura,  deceased.  Charles  E.  acquired 
a  common  school  education  and  remained  with  his  parents  until  attaining  his 
majority.  For  some  years  he  rented  farms  in  Iowa.  In  1904  he  purchased 
his  wife’s  parents’  farm  of  160  acres  in  Emmet  County,  Iowa.  Dec.  9,  1910, 
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he  came  to  Barron  County  and  bought  80  acres  in  Section  24,  Barron  Town¬ 
ship.  Forty  acres  had  been  cleared  but  no  buildings  erected.  He  erected 
suitable  buildings,  cleared  more  land,  and  in  addition  to  the  usual  crops  special¬ 
ized  in  stock  breeding  and  dairying.  He  had  just  finished  the  buildings  when 
he  was  taken  ill,  and  four  months  later,  Jan.  22,  1916,  he  died.  He  is  laid  to 
rest  in  the  old  home  cemetery  at  Graetlinger,  Iowa.  Mr.  Moltz  was  married 
March  14,  1900,  to  Anna  M.  Dahlke,  who  was  born  in  Germany  Jan.  8,  1881, 
daughter  of  Carl  and  Albertina  (Bervoldt)  Dahlke,  she  being  the  fifth  of  six 
children:  Bertha,  wife  of  Ernest  Peyton,  of  Graetlinger,  Iowa;  Charles,  of 
Mountain  Home,  Idaho;  Frank,  of  Austin,  Minn.;  Paul,  of  Austin,  Minn.,  and 
Martha,  wife  of  Frederick  Moltz,  of  Broadland,  S.  D.  The  family  came  to 
America  in  1884,  lived  two  years  in  Chicago,  moved  to  Emmetsburg,  Emmet 
County,  Iowa,  were  there  a  considerable  time,  and  then  moved  to  Broadland, 
S.  D.,  where  the  parents  still  live.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moltz  were  the  parents  of 
four  children :  Walter  E.,  born  Jan.  29,  1901,  and  Otto  A.,  born  Dec.  31,  1904, 
are  assisting  the  mother  with  the  work  on  the  farm  in  Barron  Township. 
Two  died  in  infancy.  After  the  death  of  her  husband,  Mrs.  Moltz  remained  on 
the  home  farm  until  1918.  Then  she  sold  and  purchased  20  acres  within  the 
city  limits  of  Barron  City.  This  she  sold  that  fall  and  acquired  her  present 
place  of  80  acres  in  Section  22,  Barron  Township,  just  on  the  city  limits.  This 
was  a  well  improved  place  with  a  good  house  standing  thereon.  In  1920  she 
built  a  commodious  and  modern  barn,  36  by  84  by  16  feet,  equipped  with  all 
modern  improvements.  The  farm  is  all  under  the  plow,  it  is  fenced  with  woven 
wire,  the  operating  equipment  is  of  the  best,  and,  all  in  all,  it  is  an  ideal  country 
place.  A  specialty  is  made  of  registered  Holstein  cattle,  and  it  is  worthy  of 
note  that  the  famous  Holstein  full  blooded  sire  which  heads  the  herd  was 
delivered  to  the  farm  by  aeroplane  June  12,  1920.  The  home  is  known  for  its 
hospitality  and  good  cheer.  Mrs.  Moltz  is  nobly  carrying  on  the  work  begun 
by  her  husband,  and  the  two  sons,  both  of  whom  are  highly  regarded  in  the 
community,  are  worthily  walking  in  their  parents'  footsteps. 

William  C.  Hagemeister,  real  estate  man  of  Barron  City,  deals  extensively 
in  city,  village  and  farm  lands  in  Barron  County  and  vicinity  and  is  meeting 
with  much  success.  He  is  a  thorough  believer  in  the  future  of  the  county 
and  is  convinced  that  land  values  here  will  continue  to  increase  rapidly  for 
many  years  to  come.  Born  in  Westphalia,  Germany,  Jan.  6,  1864,  he  is  the 
son  of  Frederick  and  Wilhelmina  (Lehr)  Hagemeister,  who  spent  the  span  of 
their  years  in  the  old  country.  In  1882  he  came  to  America  and  took  up  his 
home  with  an  uncle,  Charles  Lehr,  at  Minneapolis.  For  five  years  he  was 
employed  as  a  delivery  boy.  Then,  in  1887,  he  went  to  Wood  Lake,  Minn.,  as 
clerk  in  a  store  and  subsequently  found  similar  employment  at  Marshall,  Minn. 
Returning  to  Minneapolis  in  1891  he  became  salesman  for  the  Minneapolis 
Stock  Yards  &  Packing  Co.,  traveling  for  this  concern  throughout  northern 
Wisconsin  and  the  upper  peninsula  of  Michigan.  Subsequently  he  covered  the 
same  territory  for  the  Cudahy  Packing  Co.  While  thus  engaged  he  became 
convinced  of  the  future  possibilities  of  Barron  County.  Consequently,  in  1896, 
he  came  to  Barron  City  and  on  July  29  opened  a  market  on  Third  street.  Late 
in  1900  he  sold  out  and  moved  to  a  farm  of  102  acres  which  he  had  purchased 
in  Maple  Grove  Township,  a  mile  south  of  Barron.  This  was  originally  wild 
land.  Mr.  Hagemeister  erected  a  small  house  and  a  barn,  cleared  and  developed 
the  land,  and  created  an  excellent  place.  In  1914  he  sold  out,  and  moved  to 
Barron  City  where  he  has  a  comfortable  home  on  La  Salle  street,  equipped  with 
hot  water  heat,  running  water,  electric  lights  and  other  modern  conveniences. 
Mr.  Hagemeister  was  married  April  22,  1896,  to  Emma  R.  Frank,  born  Sept.  5, 
1872,  daughter  of  Randolph  and  Augusta  (Stuebner)  Frank,  of  Yellow  Medicine 
County,  Minnesota.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  three  children:  Alfred 
R.,  born  Jan.  16,  1897,  passed  through  the  grade  schools,  took  a  two  years’ 
course  in  the  Barron  High  School,  and  is  now  a  traveling  salesman.  Harold 
H.  was  born  Sept.  3,  1899,  was  graduated  from  the  Barron  High  School,  and  is 
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now  a  traveling  salesman.  Raymond  W.  was  born  Nov.  30,  1901,  was  graduated 
from  the  Barron  High  School,  and  assists  his  father.  The  family  worships  at 
the  German  Lutheran  Church.  Mr.  Hagemeister  was  the  oldest  of  four  chil¬ 
dren.  The  others  were :  Frederick,  a  farmer  in  Sumner  Township,  this  county ; 
Wilhelmina,  who  lives  in  Germany,  and  Elizabeth,  who  is  dead.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Frank,  the  parents  of  Mrs.  Hagemeister,  were  natives  of  Germany  and  were 
brought  to  this  country  as  children.  They  now  live  in  Cottonwood,  Minn. 
Mrs.  Hagemeister  was  the  oldest  of  six  children,  the  others  being  Anna  and 
Reuben,  deceased;  Amelia,  a  trained  nurse  in  Minneapolis;  Herman,  who 
farms  the  home  place  in  Yellow  Medicine  County,  Minnesota,  and  William,  who 
is  a  banker  at  Wood  Lake,  Minn. 

Lester  Carpenter,  Section  26,  Barron  Township,  was  born  in  Sauk  County, 
Wisconsin,  Oct.  17,  1892,  son  of  Walter  and  Anna  (Jacobs)  Carpenter,  natives 
of  Wisconsin,  who  now  . reside  in  Barron  City,  this  county.  He  received  his 
early  education  in  his  native  county,  came  to  Barron  County  with  his  parents  in 
1905,  and  farmed  with  them  until  1915  when  he  rented  a  farm  five  miles  south¬ 
west  of  Barron.  In  1919  he  purchased  72  acres  from  his  father  in  Section  26, 
Barron  Township.  He  remodeled  the  barn,  built  a  chicken  house,  and  con¬ 
structed  fences.  Here  he  now  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  having 
a  good  grade  of  Holstein  cattle  with  a  full  blooded  sire  at  the  head  of  his  herd. 
His  swine  are  of  the  Poland-China  breed.  His  financial  interests  include  stock 
in  the  Barron  Co-operative  Creamery.  In  public  life  he  has  served  on  the 
school  board  of  District  No.  8,  Barron  Township.  His  fraternal  relations  are 
with  the  Beavers.  Mr.  Carpenter  was  married  Sept.  8,  1915,  to  Leanna  Lich- 
tenwalner,  born  Nov.  14,  1891,  daughter  of  Harry  H.  and  Addie  (Dinges) 
Lichtenwalner,  of  this  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carpenter  have  two  daughters, 
Leanna  E.  Vesta,  born  Aug.  20,  1917,  and  Mary  Ann,  born  March  10,  1921. 

Ernest  R.  Koepp,  a  prosperous  citizen  of  Barron,  distributor  for  this  region 
of  the  Swanlite  farm  lighting  and  power  plant  system  and  agent  for  the 
De  La  Val  separator  and  milking  machine,  was  born  in  Sauk  County,  this 
state,  on  a  farm  near  North  Freedom,  Jan.  13,  1897.  His  parents,  Albert  F.  and 
Reka  (Nehrlich)  Koepp,  were  natives  of  Germany.  The  father,  who  came  to 
this  country  at  the  age  of  19,  is  now  living  on  his  farm  near  Barron.  Ernest  R., 
who  came  to  this  county  with  his  parents  in  1900,  was  reared  on  their  farm  and 
attended  the  common  schools.  After  remaining  at  home  until  1917,  he  came 
to  Barron  City  and  entered  the  employ  of  the  Thompson  Auto  Co.  as  salesman. 
He  remained  with  them  until  the  fall  of  1918  and  then  entered  into  partnership 
with  his  father  in  the  business  in  which  he  is  now  engaged.  On  May  12, 
1920,  he  bought  his  father’s  interest  and  became  the  sole  proprietor.  For  a 
while  he  had  an  automobile  business.  Now  he  devotes  his  time  exclusively  to 
the  Swanlite  and  De  La  Val  agencies.  He  is  well  established,  he  has  built  up 
a  large  business,  and  is  highly  regarded  for  his  fair  dealing  by  all  with  whom 
he  comes  in  contact.  On  Jan.  6,  1919,  Mr.  Koepp  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Anna  Augusta,  daughter  of  Angus  H.  and  Hulda  A.  Kramer,  of  Barron,  Wis., 
where  she  was  born  July  31,  1897.  Mrs.  Koepp  has  a  sister,  Mildred,  the  only 
other  child  of  her  parents’  family,  who  is  residing  at  home  with  the  parents. 
Mr.  Koepp  owns  a  good  residence  on  South  La  Salle  street,  Barron,  supplied 
with  hot  water  heat,  bath,  electric  light,  and  other  modern  improvements.  He 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church.  Politically,  he  is  a 
Republican. 

Benjamin  A.  Pieser,  Turtle  Lake  garage  man,  former  merchant  and  an 
active  and  prominent  man  in  public  and  fraternal  affairs,  was  born  in  New 
York  City  Aug.  25,  1878,  son  of  Gabriel  and  Pauline  (Feldman)  Pieser,  who 
brought  him  to  Wausau,  Wis.,  in  1883.  He  was  educated  in  Wausau  and  gradu¬ 
ated  from  the  excellent  high  school  there  in  1896.  Then  he  started  his  mer¬ 
cantile  career  as  a  clerk  in  his  father’s  store.  Subsequently  he  was  similarly 
engaged  in  other  Wausau  stores.  Thus  becoming  thoroughly  experienced,  he 
decided  to  start  for  himself,  so  in  1903  he  went  to  Monocqua,  Wis.,  and  opened 
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a  general  store  there.  He  came  to  Turtle  Lake  in  1917  and  purchased  a  general 
store.  With  this  village  his  life  has  since  been  identified.  Aug.  1,  1919,  he 
sold  out  the  store  and  purchased  a  garage  and  automobile  business  from  E.  W. 
Scheel.  This  business  he  still  conducts.  He  has  a  good  trade  and  has  won 
the  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  has  business  dealings.  He  has  the  local 
agency  for  the  Ford  cars  and  tractors,  carries  a  full  line  of  general  accessories 
and  supplies,  and  does  repairing  in  all  its  branches.  In  public  life  he  is  active 
in  various  ways;  did  good  service  as  chairman  of  the  school  board  for  four 
years  and  was  one  of  the  village  trustees  for  four  years.  Fraternally,  he  has 
passed  through  the  chairs  of  the  Blue  Lodge  and  is  a  member  of  the  Chapter, 
Commandery  and  Shrine.  He  is  also  affiliated  with  the  Odd  Fellows.  Mr. 
Pieser  was  married  May  19,  1908,  to  Anna  Baum,  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Sarah  Baum,  early  settlers  of  Pittsville,  Wis.,  where  Mr.  Baum  was  an  early 
merchant.  In  the  Baum  family  there  were  five  children:  John,  Albert,  Tillie, 
Anna  and  Sarah  (deceased).  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pieser  have  three  children,  Marian, 
Jay  and  Richard,  all  at  home.  Gabriel  Pieser  was  born  in  Germany  and  there 
learned  the  painter's  trade.  He  came  to  New  York  in  1865,  and  there  followed 
his  trade  for  a  while,  and  there  married  Pauline  Feldman,  who  came  from 
Germany  in  1870.  In  1883  they  came  to  Wausau,  in  this  state,  and  there  he 
was  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  for  many  years.  He  lived  to  the 
good  age  of  eighty-three  years.  His  wife  is  still  living  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
eight  years.  They  were  the  parents  of  two  children,  Benjamin  A.  and  Rebecca. 
She  married  Adolph  Roth  and  lives  in  Milwaukee. 

Charles  W.  Pahlow,  one  of  the  self-made  men  of  Turtle  Lake  Township 
where  he  owns  a  farm  of  320  acres,  though  now  retired,  was  born  in  Germany 
Dec.  6,  1861.  His  parents  were  farmers  and  the  mother  is  still  living,  but  the 
father  died  some  years  ago.  About  1881  Charles  W.  Pahlow  set  out  for 
America  to  seek  his  fortune,  equipped  with  youth  and  health.  Halting  at 
St.  Paul,  Minn.,  he  worked  in  that  vicinity  a  few  years  as  a  farm  hand  and 
then  entered  the  employ  of  a  wholesale  house  in  the  city.  For  seven  years  he 
also  worked  in  Oakland  Cemetery,  St.  Paul.  In  the  meanwhile  he  married,  in 
July,  1887,  Hannah  Ott,  a  resident  of  St.  Paul  but  a  native  of  Germany,  in 
which  country  he  had  previously  made  her  acquaintance.  After  a  domestic 
life  of  several  years  in  that  city,  Mr.  Pahlow  came  with  his  family,  which 
now  numbered  three  children,  to  Barron  County  and  located  on  80  acres  of 
wild  land  in  Section  29,  Turtle  Lake  Township,  six  miles  south  of  the  village 
of  that  name.  Then  commenced  a  long  career  of  hard  labor,  including  the 
grubbing  and  breaking  of  the  land,  the  erection  of  buildings  and  fences  and 
other  arduous  tasks  familiar  to  the  pioneer  farmer  and  long  remembered  by 
him  in  the  years  of  his  subsequent  prosperity.  Mr.  Pahlow  also  added  to  the 
size  of  his  farm  by  additional  purchases  of  land  until  he  brought  its  area  up 
to  320  acres.  Ninety  acres  are  now  under  the  plow.  Among  the  buildings 
he  erected  are  a  substantial  frame  house,  two  large  frame  barns,  one  32  by  100 
by  16  feet,  the  other  33  by  126  by  12  feet,  with  an  eight-foot  cement  basement 
for  horses  and  cattle;  a  concrete  hog  house,  38  by  30  feet;  poultry  house,  20  by 
30  feet,  with  a  tool  shed  of  the  same  size,  and  a  garage  for  two  large  cars, 
besides  others.  Though  he  saw  some  hard  times  during  the  early  years,  he 
never  lost  his  courage  or  perseverence  and  is  now  reaping  their  fruits  in  a 
comfortable  prosperity.  Having  retired,  the  farm  is  now  operated  by  his  sons, 
Ernest  and  Herman,  the  former  being  manager,  and  with  the  daughter,  Rose, 
as  housekeeper.  They  milk  40  cows,  having  at  present  about  28  head  of  young 
stock,  all  high  grade  cattle.  On  the  farm,  in  addition  to  the  other  buildings 
mentioned,  are  two  silos,  and  the  general  equipment  includes  a  large  tractor. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pahlow  had  four  children:  Ernest  W.,  born  Oct.  8,  1888;  Henry 
G.,  born  Nov.  28,  1890,  who  died  in  childhood;  Herman  J.,  born  May  25,  1892, 
and  Rose  E.  A.,  born  Jan.  10,  1899.  Ernest  W.  Pahlow,  besides  operating  his 
father’s  farm,  is  the  proprietor  of  the  Sunnyside  cheese  factory,  Frank  Pittson 
being  the  cheese  maker.  This  factory  was  built  in  1917  with  a  capacity  of 
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12,000  pounds  of  milk  per  day.  After  being  operated  three  years  it  was 
burned  down,  but  was  rebuilt  in  the  spring  of  1921.  The  cream  product  is  now 
handled  by  the  Tilden  Produce  Co.  of  St.  Paul  and  the  cheese  product  by 
Armour  &  Co.  The  Pahlow  family  are  affiliated  religiously  with  the  German 
Lutheran  Church.  In  politics  Mr.  Pahlow  is  independent. 

Christian  Bigler,  proprietor  of  Maple  Leaf  cheese  factory,  an  important 
and  flourishing  enterprise,  was  born  near  Berne,  Switzerland,  May  18,  1871, 
son  of  John  and  Rosanna  (Kunzi)  Bigler,  who  were  farming  people  of  that 
locality.  He  attended  the  common  school  up  to  the  age  of  seventeen  years  and 
subsequently  for  two  years  worked  as  a  farm  hand.  He  then  learned  the 
butcher’s  trade,  which  he  followed  for  three  years.  Two  years  more  were 
then  spent  on  the  farm,  after  which  young  Bigler  was  employed  as  a  driver 
for  a  brewery  at  Boudry,  Switzerland,  in  which  position  he  remained  for  six 
years.  His  next  occupation  was  that  of  teamster  for  a  contractor  at  Bienne 
where  he  remained  for  a  year.  So  far  his  industrial  activities  had  yielded  him 
but  little  more  than  a  livelihood,  and,  as  he  saw  no  prospect  of  anything  better 
in  his  native  land,  he  resolved  to  seek  his  fortune  in  America.  Landing  at 
New  York  in  1902,  he  made  his  way  to  Monroe,  Wis.,  a  locality  in  which  he 
remained  for  four  years,  working  in  cheese  factories.  In  the  spring  of  1906 
Mr.  Bigler  came  to  Turtle  Lake  Township  and  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Turtle  Lake  Co-operative  Creamery  as  cheesemaker.  In  this  position  he 
remained  until  May,  1908,  when  he  purchased  the  plant  and  has  since  been  its 
sole  proprietor.  The  capacity  of  the  factory  is  30,000  pounds  a  month  which 
it  has  attained  as  its  maximum  output,  its  average  output  being  about  10,000 
pounds.  Under  Mr.  Bigler’s  management  and  ownership  it  is  in  a  flourishing 
condition  and  is  one  of  the  most  important  industries  of  the  township.  Mr. 
Bigler  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  his  fraternal  relations  being  with  the  Odd 
Fellows’  lodge  at  Turtle  Lake.  When  a  young  man  he  served,  as  required  by 
law,  in  the  Swiss  army.  He  was  married  March  14,  1908,  to  Elza,  daughter  of 
August  and  Matilda  Gantz,  of  Turtle  Lake  Township.  She  was  born  in  Min¬ 
neapolis  May  20,  1891,  and  came  to  Turtle  Lake  with  her  parents  in  1894. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bigler  are  the  parents  of  five  children,  who  were  born  as 
follows:  Frederick,  March  10,  1909;  Ruth,  July  3,  1911;  Esther,  Feb.  26, 
1913;  Arnold,  June  26,  1915,  and  Ellis,  Dec.  12,  1917.  The  family  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church. 

John  Rutsche,  who  has  been  a  resident  of  Turtle  Lake  Township  for  the 
last  25  years,  has  in  that  time  proved  himself  a  useful  and  valuable  citizen  by 
the  development  of  an  excellent  farm  of  120  acres.  He  was  born  in  Canton 
Saint  Gallen,  Switzerland,  son  of  Killiam  and  Elizabeth  Rutsche,  on  Aug.  31, 
1865.  He  was  reared  on  his  parents’  farm,  in  his  boyhood  attending  the  com¬ 
mon  school,  and  in  1892  came  to  the  United  States,  first  locating  in  Ohio. 
There,  however,  he  remained  but  seven  weeks,  at  the  end  of  that  time  going 
to  Dakota  County,  Minnesota,  where  he  found  work  as  a  farm  laborer.  In  1894 
he  purchased  120  acres  of  wild  land  in  Section  30,  Turtle  Lake  Township, 
Barron  County,  Wisconsin,  but  did  not  take  up  his  residence  on  it  until  the 
fall  of  1895.  On  Jan.  20,  1896,  he  married  Mary  Carawtka.  Then  he  began 
the  work  of  developing  the  farm  which  he  has  since  carried  on  so  successfully. 
He  has  now  50  acres  under  cultivation,  having  left  the  balance  in  pasture. 
The  buildings  he  has  erected  include  a  comfortable  house  and  large  barn, 
together  with  a  machine  shed,  wood  shed,  wagon  shed,  garage  and  shop,  all 
substantially  built  and  in  first  class  condition.  His  general  equipment  is  good 
and  includes  a  Ford  auto.  Mr.  Rutsche  has  been  a  hard  worker  but  has 
achieved  results.  His  barn  measures  32  by  112  by  16  feet,  with  a  wing  26  by 
30  by  16  feet  and  full  stone  basement.  He  is  conducting  a  general  farming 
and  dairying  business,  having  20  young  cows  of  Guernsey  and  Holstein  grades, 
and  he  is  now  regarded  as  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  his  township.  For 
a  number  of  years  he  served  as  school  director  of  District  No.  2.  He  worships 
with  the  Maple  Leaf  (Catholic)  congregation.  His  wife,  Mrs.  Mary  Rutsche, 
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died  on  the  farm  May  8,  1912.  They  had  become  the  parents  of  seven  children, 
namely:  Anna,  now  Mrs.  Peter  Peetz,  of  Turtle  Lake  Township;  Joseph,  who 
now  operates  the  farm  for  his  father;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  John  Schmitz,  a  farmer 
of  Hillsdale,  Wis.,  four  miles  southeast  of  Poskin;  Thomas,  Mary  and  Agnes, 
who  are  residing  at  home  with  their  father,  and  Paul,  who  is  deceased. 

Leonard  M.  Richardson,  president  of  the  Bank  of  Turtle  Lake  and  for 
many  years  actively  connected  with  the  mercantile  interests  of  Turtle  Lake, 
was  born  in  Skowhegan,  Maine,  Dec.  17,  1857,  son  of  Elbridge  and  Arvilla 
(Teague)  Richardson,  both  natives  of  that  state.  He  was  reared  in  his  native 
town  and  there  attended  country  school.  As  a  youth  he  helped  on  the  home 
farm  and  was  identified  with  the  lumber  industry,  working  on  river  drives  and 
in  sawmills.  In  1877  he  came  to  Wisconsin  and  located  at  Clayton  where  he 
worked  in  sawmills  for  two  years.  It  was  in  1879  that  he  came  to  Turtle 
Lake.  Here  he  entered  the  employ  of  S.  F.  Richardson.  For  two  years  he 
was  in  the  sawmill  and  then  entered  S.  F.  Richardson’s  store  as  clerk  and 
bookkeeper.  In  1890,  after  the  mill  went  out  of  business  he  bought  the  store. 
In  1900,  with  John  H.  Bunker  and  F.  C.  Wickenburg,  he  engaged  in  the  general 
store  business,  which  they  conducted  until  1902.  Then  Mr.  Richardson  and 
Mr.  Bunker  sold  their  interest  to  Mr.  Wickenburg.  In  1900  the  Messrs. 
Richardson,  Bunker  and  Wickenburg  organized  the  Bank  of  Turtle  Lake,  and 
at  that  time  Mr.  Richardson  assumed  his  present  duties  as  president.  Mr. 
Richardson  has  been  an  important  influence  in  the  life  of  the  community  ever 
since  he  first  came  here.  Of  fine  old  stock,  he  has  maintained  the  traditions  of 
his  family,  and  his  honest  dealings  and  courteous  disposition  have  made 
him  universally  respected  and  esteemed.  He  was  honored  with  the  position  of 
school  treasurer  for  over  a  quarter  of  a  century  and  for  a  long  period  he  had 
charge  of  the  township  records  as  town  clerk.  He  has  also  won  commendation 
throughout  the  county  for  his  work  on  the  county  board.  Fraternally,  he  is 
a  member  of  the  Masonic  order.  Mr.  Richardson  was  married  at  Osceola,  Wis., 
Feb.  3,  1883,  to  Frances  Clarkson,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Harriet  (Nickelson) 
Clarksqn,  of  English  descent,  and  natives  of  New  Brunswick,  where  they  spent 
the  span  of  their  years.  They  had  five  children:  Sarah,  Charles,  Harriet, 
Frances  and  Henry.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richardson  have  three  sons,  Maurice  L., 
Elwood  A.  and  Linwood  T.  Maurice  L.  is  a  practicing  physician  of  Cleveland, 
Ohio.  Elwood  A.  and  Linwood  T.  are  both  electrical  and  chemical  engineers, 
the  former  at  Toledo,  Ohio,  and  the  latter  at  New  Brunswick,  N.  J.  Elbridge 
Richardson  was  one  of  the  California  Forty-niners.  He  was  born  in  Maine  of 
a  long  line  of  New  England  ancestors  who  had  originated  in  Scotland.  He 
had  the  pioneer  spirit  in  his  breast,  and  in  1849  went  to  California,  by  way  of 
the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  during  the  gold  rush.  He  also  assisted  in  the  con¬ 
struction  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad,  having  charge  of  a  construction  crew. 
He  then  returned  to  his  native  state  and  devoted  the  remainder  of  his  life  to 
farming  there.  He  died  in  1916.  His  wife,  Arvilla  Teague,  was  also  of  a  long 
line  of  New  England  ancestors,  the  family  having  originated  in  France.  She 
died  in  1909.  They  had  a  family  of  ten  children,  seven  boys  and  three  girls,  of 
whom  there  are  now  living  six:  Ida,  Leonard,  Eugene,  Henry,  Adelbert  and 
Elwood.  Isabell,  Annie,  Maurice  and  Leon  are  dead.  Ida  was  married  first 
to  Manley  Rowe,  and  after  his  death  to  Charles  Kellum,  of  Fairbanks,  Alaska. 
Leonard  is  at  Turtle  Lake.  Eugene  is  in  Washington  State.  Henry  and  Adelbert 
are  in  Maine.  Elwood  lives  in  Massachusetts. 

Thcophile  Rivard,  for  some  years  a  farmer  of  Sommerset  Township,  Polk 
County,  not  far  from  Turtle  Lake,  was  born  in  Canada,  of  French  ancestry. 
He  came  to  the  United  States  in  1855  and  located  in  St.  Paul.  He  was  a 
carpenter  by  trade  and  assisted  in  constructing  many  substantial  buildings. 
From  St.  Paul  he  came  to  Chippewa  Falls,  Wis.,  and  thence  to  Menomonie. 
Then  he  settled  in  Sommerest  Township,  and  spent  his  time  in  farming  until 
his  death  in  1913,  his  wife  still  making  her  home  there.  He  was  married  at 
Menomonie  to  Mary  Lamire,  whose  parents  were  early  settlers  of  St.  Croix 
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County  where  she  has  spent  most  of  her  life.  She  and  her  husband  were 
the  parents  of  twelve  children,  of  whom  there  are  now  living  eight.  Fred  is  in 
Minneapolis.  Adelaide  is  the  wife  of  John  Parnell,  of  Sommerset  Township. 
Eugene  is  a  business  man,  Sommerset  village.  Samuel  lives  on  the  home  farm 
in  Sommerset.  Mary,  widow  of  Andrew  Campeau,  also  lives  in  Sommerset. 
John  is  a  traveling  salesman  with  headquarters  at  Portland,  Oregon.  Mar¬ 
garet  has  taken  the  vows  of  the  Church,  and  is  Sister  Mary  Reita  in  a  convent 
at  Concordia,  Kan.  Louis  H.  is  a  prominent  man  in  Turtle  Lake. 

Louis  H.  Rivard,  president  of  the  Security  State  Bank  of  Turtle  Lake, 
extensive  real  estate  dealer  and  a  heavy  logging  operator  of  Barron  and  Polk 
Counties,  was  born  in  St.  Croix  County,  Wisconsin,  Jan.  28,  1868,  son  of  Theo- 
phile  and  Mary  (Lamire)  Rivard,  the  pioneers.  He  received  his  early  education 
in  the  district  schools  of  Sommerset  Township,  and  was  reared  to  farm  pur¬ 
suits  on  his  father’s  farm.  He  early  started  working  in  the  woods,  and  for 
a  time  was  employed  in  the  booms  at  Stillwater,  Minn.  In  1887  he  formed  a 
partnership  with  his  brother,  Frank,  purchased  some  timber  land  in  Polk 
County,  and  started  lumbering  operations.  In  this  line  he  has  since  continued, 
and  his  operations  at  one  time  or  another  have  covered  nearly  every  part 
of  Barron  County.  In  1903  he  established  his  headquarters  and  home  at 
Turtle  Lake.  Here,  in  addition  to  looking  after  his  lumbering  interests,  he 
has  done  a  big  business  in  real  estate,  buying,  selling  and  handling,  on  com¬ 
mission,  city,  village  and  rural  lands,  both  improved  and  unimproved.  In 
1916,  in  connection  with  Axel  Johnson  and  T.  O.  Birch,  he  organized  the 
Security  State  Bank,  he  being  made  the  president,  Mr.  Johnson  the  vice- 
president,  and  Mr.  Birch  the  cashier.  Mr.  Rivard’s  locating  here  was  a  distinct 
addition  to  the  business  and  social  life  of  the  village.  He  has  been  president 
of  the  village,  a  member  of  the  village  trustees  and  president  of  the  village 
water  commission.  He  is  treasurer  of  the  school  board  of  Consolidated  Joint 
District  No.  3  which  has  one  of  the  finest  schools  in  this  part  of  the  state 
and  of  which  the  people  are  justly  proud.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Catholic  Order  of  Foresters.  He  was  married  at  Minneapolis  June  26,  1910,  to 
Alma,  widow  of  Louis  Laurin  and  daughter  of  Adolph  and  Emily  Dubois, 
natives  of  Canada  and  early  settlers  of  Turtle  Lake.  By  Mr.  Laurin  she  has 
two  children,  Louis  and  Louise.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rivard  have  three  bright  chil¬ 
dren,  John,  Raymond  and  Richard. 

A.  William  Skogg,  jeweler  and  graduate  watchmaker  of  Turtle  Lake,  dealer 
in  pianos,  Victrolas  and  other  musical  instruments  and  supplies,  was  born  in 
Moorehead,  Minn.,  1891,  the  son  of  Andrew  and  Mary  Skogg,  the  former  a 
harnessmaker  by  trade.  They  were  born  in  Sweden  and  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1886.  For  ten  years  they  lived  in  Moorehead,  Minn.,  ten  years  in 
Hawley,  Minn.,  and  two  years  in  Denver,  Colo.,  then  moving  to  Detroit,  Minn., 
where  they  now  live.  In  their  family  there  were  five  children:  Anna,  Clara, 
Olaf,  A.  William  and  Alvin  G.  A.  William  was  reared  in  Minnesota,  and  as  a 
youth  entered  the  Stone  School  of  Watchmaking  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  in  1900.  His  first  experience  at  his  trade  was  received  at 
Ellsworth,  Wis.,  where  he  worked  for  three  years.  June  1,  1913,  he  opened  his 
present  store  in  Turtle  Lake,  the  only  one  of  its  kind  in  the  village.  He 
handles  a  good  line  of  jewelry,  does  general  repairing  and,  as  noted,  sells 
pianos,  Victrolas  and  musical  accessories.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
order  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  Mr.  Skogg  was  married  at  St.  Paul  Oct.  2, 
1916,  to  Meda  Johnson,  daughter  of  Christ  and  Sarah  Johnson,  early  settlers 
of  Amery,  Wis.  The  father  is  a  railroad  man.  In  the  Johnson  family  there 
are  three  girls  and  two  boys :  John,  Sina,  Meda,  Edna  and  Leonard. 

George  W.  Stewart,  whose  farm  in  Sections  5  and  6,  Turtle  Lake  Township 
shows  evidences  of  thrift  and  prosperity,  has  been  a  resident  of  Barron  County 
for  more  than  30  years  and  during  that  time  has  taken  a  worthy  part  in  its 
material  development.  He  was  born  in  Crawford  County,  Pennsylvania,  Aug. 
7,  1865,  son  of  John  and  Minerva  (Owrey)  Stewart,  who  were  natives  of  that 
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state.  When  he  was  four  years  old  his  father  died  and  two  years  later  he 
accompanied  his  mother  to  eastern  Iowa,  where  he  resided  until  the  age  of 
thirteen,  in  the  meanwhile  attending  common  school.  Then,  in  1878,  he  went 
with  his  mother  to  Balsam  Lake,  Wis.,  in  which  vicinity  they  settled  on  a  farm. 
Their  residence  there,  however,  was  of  short  duration,  as  in  the  following  year, 
1879,  they  came  to  Barron  County.  George  was  now  fourteen  and  soon  began 
working  in  lumber  mills,  an  occupation  in  which  he  continued  for  several  years. 
In  1885  he  started  on  an  independent  career  by  purchasing  40  acres  of  wild  land 
in  Turtle  Lake  Township,  which  tract  he  subsequently  cleared,  also  erecting 
on  it  a  fairly  good  set  of  buildings.  After  thus  developing  it  into  a  farm 
he  sold  it  in  1909  and  bought  his  present  farm  in  Sections  5  and  6,  which  was 
then  partly  improved,  being  provided  with  a  frame  house  and  log  barn.  He 
has  55  acres  now  under  cultivation  and  has  added  to  the  general  improvement 
by  erecting  a  good  frame  barn,  a  granary  and  a  stave  silo.  As  a  dairyman  he 
milks  17  cows,  and  has  besides  eight  head  of  young  cattle.  His  equipment 
corresponds  to  the  rest  of  the  property,  being  adequate  and  including  a  Ford 
auto  car.  For  the  past  26  years  Mr.  Stewart  has  been  a  member  of  Sunnybrook 
school  board.  His  political  principles  align  him  with  the  Republican  party, 
while  he  affiliates  religiously  with  the  United  Brethren  Church  of  Turtle  Lake. 
Fraternally,  he  belongs  to  Camp  2115,  M.  W.  A.,  and  to  Odd  Fellows’  Lodge, 
No.  328,  of  this  township.  Mr.  Stewart  was  married  in  June,  1886,  to  Josephine 
Laundree,  who  was  born  at  Apple  River,  Wis.,  July  18,  1864,  daughter  of  Joseph 
and  Madeline  Laundree.  He  and  his  wife  have  one  child,  Lillian  May,  who  was 
born  April  14,  1905. 

Ferdinand  F.  Rathke,  who  has  resided  in  Turtle  Lake  Township  for  the 
last  14  years  and  has  there  developed  a  good  farm,  was  born  in  Gaylord,  Minn., 
Oct.  20,  1872,  son  of  Charles  and  Emily  (Kohler)  Rathke,  natives  respectively 
of  Germany  and  France.  The  parents  came  to  the  United  States  when  young 
and,  being  married  in  this  country,  settled  in  Sibley  County,  Minnesota.  Their 
children  were  as  follows:  Bertha,  now  Mrs.  J.  W.  Stark,  of  Winthrop,  Minn.; 
Helen,  wife  of  C.  A.  Kuske,  of  Olivia,  Minn.;  Ida,  wife  of  August  Kuske,  of 
Wichita,  Kan.;  Anna,  wife  of  Henry  Kuske,  of  Wichita,  Kan.,  her  husband 
being  a  brother  to  the  husband  of  her  sister,  Ida ;  Emily,  unmarried,  residing  in 
Minneapolis;  Herman,  of  Winthrop,  Minn.;  Ferdinand  F.,  of  Turtle  I>ake 
Township,  Barron  County,  and  Charles,  of  Wichita,  Kan.  Ferdinand  F.  Rathke 
in  his  youth  attended  common  school  in  Sibley  County.  He  remained  at  home 
with  his  parents  up  to  the  age  of  26,  and  continued  fanning  in  that  county 
after  his  marriage  until  he  moved  to  Turtle  Lake  Township,  Barron  County, 
Wisconsin,  in  July,  1907.  Here  he  bought  a  farm  of  160  acres  in  Section  31, 
on  which  he  and  his  family  took  up  their  residence.  The  improvements  on 
the  farm  were  very  slight,  the  house  was  poor  and  the  barn  a  log  structure. 
As  it  is  at  present  the  farm  is  practically  his  own  creation.  He  has  90  acres 
under  the  plow,  the  rest  being  in  pasture,  and  is  doing  a  good  farming  and 
dairy  business,  keeping  grade  cattle,  of  which  he  milks  24  cows,  and  having 
several  head  of  young  cattle.  His  equipment  is  good  and  he  owns  an  Overland 
auto  car.  He  has  also  provided  adequate  buildings  and  is  enjoying  a  pros¬ 
perous  career.  Mr.  Rathke  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  in  Sibley  County 
was  a  member  of  his  township  board.  He  has  served  his  school  district  in 
Turtle  Lake  Township  as  clerk  for  several  years.  Mr.  Rathke’s  marriage 
occurred  June  7,  1899,  the  bride  being  Elizabeth  A.  Millhousen,  who  was  born 
at  Rush  River,  Sibley  County,  Minn.,  Dec.  27,  1873,  daughter  of  George  and 
Margaretta  (Kurschner)  Millhousen.  Her  parents,  natives  of  Germany,  were 
maried  in  St.  Paul,  Minn.  They  now  reside  at  Le  Sueur,  Minn.,  aged  respec¬ 
tively  78  and  77  years.  Their  children,  in  addition  to  Elizabeth,  were  Ernest 
and  George,  both  of  Rush  River,  Minn.;  August,  now  deceased;  Emil  of 
Prairie  Farm,  Barron  County,  Wis.;  Julia,  now  Mrs.  Julius  Schultz,  of  Rush 
River,  Minn.;  Mary,  wife  of  Albert  Sinell,  of  Rush  River;  Lenora,  who  is  Mrs. 
Charles  Rathke,  of  Valley  Center,  Kan.,  and  Margaretta,  who  died  in  childhood. 


,y  Google 


Digitized  by  v^»ooQLe 


HISTORY  OF  BARRON  COUNTY 


159 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frederick  F.  Rathke  are  the  parents  of  four  children,  all  residing 
at  home,  namely:  Selma  C.,  born  Nov.  11,  1900;  Irene  E.,  Dec.  10,  1905; 
Dora  F»,  July  19,  1908,  and  Charles  G.,  May  7,  1912.  The  family  is  connected 
religiously  with  the  German  Evangelical  Church.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that 
the  children’s  grandfathers  on  both  sides  were  in  the  United  States  forces 
during  the  stirring  years  of  the  sixties.  George  Millhousen  did  service  as  a 
good  soldier  for  four  long  years  in  the  Civil  War.  Charles  Rathke  not  only 
served  in  that  conflict  but  was  also  one  of  the  heroes  of  the  Minnesota  Sioux 
Indian  campaign. 

Fred  Weiss,  proprietor  of  Clover  Leaf  Cheese  factory  in  section  26,  Turtle 
Lake  Township,  was  born  in  Berne,  Switzerland,  April  22,  1877,  son  of 
John  and  Anna  (Fechtar)  Weiss,  who  were  farmers  of  that  locality.  At  the 
age  of  five  years  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  America,  the  family  settling 
on  a  farm  on  Green  County,  Wis.  There  he  grew  to  manhood,  but,  obliged  to 
make  himself  useful  at  an  early  age,  he  had  no  regular  schooling.  When  four¬ 
teen  years  old  he  began  to  learn  cheese-making  and  at  19  was  owner  and 
operator  of  a  factory  in  Green  County.  To  such  an  extent  did  he  prosper  that 
he  made  two  trips  to  his  native  land,  on  one  of  which  he  married  Emma  Steiner, 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jacob  Steiner,  and  brought  his  bride  back  with  him 
to  America.  In  1914  Mr.  Weiss  bought  the  Clover  Leaf  cheese  factory  in  Turtle 
Lake  Township,  and  built  a  house  in  connection  with  it,  to  which  he  moved 
his  family.  There  he  has  since  resided  and  continued  to  carry  on  the  business 
with  good  success.  The  factory  has  a  capacity  of  7,500  to  8,000  pounds  daily. 
Brick  cheese  is  manufactured  exclusively,  the  product  finding  a  ready  market. 
Mr.  Weiss  has  served  as  treasurer  of  school  district  No.  3,  and  in  politics  is  a 
Republican.  He  is  a  member  of  Odd  Fellows  Lodge  No.  328  of  Turtle  Lake,  in 
which  he  has  held  all  the  chairs.  His  first  wife,  Mrs.  Emma  Weiss,  died  on 
June  12,  1911,  leaving  four  children — Fred,  born  Oct.  12,  1902,  now  in  Dodge 
County,  Wis.;  Frieda,  born  April  16,  1903,  residing  at  home;  Rosa,  bom  March 
20,  1906,  and  Edward,  born  April  14,  1904,  also  residing  at  home.  Mr.  Weiss 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Caspar  and  Mary  Dietrich 
of  Turtle  Lake  Township.  She  was  bora  at  Jacksonport,  Door  County,  Wis., 
Jan.  23,  1896.  There  is  one  child  of  this  union,  Raymond,  who  was  bora  Oct.  7, 
1919.  Mr.  Weiss  and  his  family  are  faithful  members  of  Silver  Creek  congrega¬ 
tion  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church. 

Kaspar  Dietrich,  well  known  in  Turtle  Lake  Township  as  one  of  its  suc¬ 
cessful  farmers  and  dairymen,  was  born  in  Dueringen,  Germany,  July  28,  1870, 
son  of  Conrad  and  Christine  (Gunder)  Dietrich.  After  attending  common 
school  in  his  native  land,  he  came  at  the  age  of  thirteen  to  America  with  his 
parents,  who  located  at  Jacksonport,  Wis.  They  were  very  poor  and  found 
themselves  in  a  wild  country  confronted  by  difficulties  of  various  kinds.  But 
making  the  best  of  circumstances,  they  settled  on  the  land  and  endeavored  to 
wring  a  subsistence  by  its  cultivation.  The  services  of  their  son  Kaspar  being 
needed  on  the  farm,  he  got  no  further  schooling,  but  acquired  that  practical 
knowledge  of  agriculture  which  proved  the  foundation  of  his  present  prosperity. 
The  parents  are  now  deceased,  the  father  having  died  in  Barron  County  in  1907 
and  the  mother  in  1911.  Their  children  were:  Elizabeth,  now  Mrs.  Kaspar 
Bittdorf  of  Polk  County,  Wis. ;  Adolf,  a  farmer  in  Door  County,  Wis. ;  Kaspar, 
subject  of  this  sketch,  and  John,  who  is  a  farmer  in  Turtle  Lake  Township. 
Kaspar  Dietrich  started  in  for  himself  at  the  age  of  twenty-four.  He  married 
Mary  Naumann,  daughter  of  William  and  Pauline  Naumann  of  Door  County, 
Wis.  She  was  bora  in  Saxony,  Germany,  March  25,  1874,  and  had  come  to 
America  with  her  parents  at  the  age  of  seven  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dietrich 
began  home  making  in  Door  County,  but  after  a  while  made  the  experiment  of 
going  south  to  Virginia.  After  residing  there  a  while  they  went  to  Kansas, 
but  not  liking  it  there,  returned  to  Wisconsin  in  1902  and  settled  in  Turtle 
Lake  Township,  Barron  County,  buying  120  acres  of  wild  land  in  section  26. 
To  narrate  their  early  struggles  would  be  to  repeat  an  oft  told  story  with 
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which  most  of  the  old  residents  of  this  county  are  familiar,  as  many  of  them 
went  through  the  same  experience.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  Mr.  Dietrich  has 
“made  good.”  On  his  farm,  forty  acres  of  which  are  under  the  plow,  stands 
a  good  set  of  buildings.  The  low  of  kine  can  be  heard  in  the  pasture,  and  all 
the  surroundings  indicate  a  comfortable  prosperity.  All  this  has  been  obtained 
by  hard  work  and  frugality,  with  a  patient  pressing  forward  to  the  goal  in 
view.  Respected  as  a  citizen,  and  beyond  the  reach  of  want,  he  can  now  look 
back  with  equanimity  to  his  former  years  of  struggle  and  trial,  and  his  career 
points  a  moral  to  the  aspiring  youth  of  today.  For  fifteen  years  he  has  been  a 
director  of  school  district  No.  3,  politically  being  a  Republican.  He  and  his 
wife  have  been  blessed  with  ten  children — Wilfred,  born  June  1,  1894;  Mary 
and  Elizabeth  (twins),  Jan.  23,  1896;  Margaret,  Jan.  6,  1899;  Kaspar,  May  14, 
1901;  William,  May  23,  1903;  Hans,  born  Dec.  21,  1906;  Helen,  Sept.  9,  1909; 
Rosa,  July  23,  1911;  George,  Feb.  10,  1914,  and  Florence,  March  24,  1918. 
Wilfred  is  farming  in  Minnesota.  Mary  is  now  Mrs.  William  Kesler  of  Polk 
County,  and  Elizabeth  is  Mrs.  Fred  Weiss  of  Turtle  Lake  Township.  Margaret, 
who  was  born  in  South  Boston,  Va.,  married  Rev.  Fred  Werner,  a  Lutheran 
pastor,  who  is  now  deceased.  Kaspar,  born  in  Shawnee  County,  Kans.,  died  in 
Turtle  Lake  Township,  Barron  County,  June  14,  1916.  The  remaining  children 
are  all  living  in  this  township.  The  three  first  mentioned  were  born  in  Door 
County.  Mr.  Dietrich  and  his  family  are  members  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church,  worshipping  with  the  Silver  Creek  congregation. 

Oscar  F.  Eckwald,  who  helped  in  the  building  up  of  Turtle  Lake  Township 
by  the  development  of  a  good  farm,  but  who  passed  away  soon  after  attaining 
the  main  object  of  his  ambition,  was  born  in  Nocherpeng,  Sweden,  March  30, 
1868,  son  of  Andreas  and  Anna  Eckwald.  While  he  was  still  an  infant  death 
deprived  him  of  his  parents,  and  up  to  the  age  of  nine  years  he  was  reared  by 
an  aunt.  He  was  then  adopted  by  Erick  Gustaffson,  with  whom  he  lived  until 
he  had  attained  his  majority,  in  his  boyhood  attending  the  common  school. 
In  1884  he  came  to  America,  settling  at  Clayton,  Wis.,  in  which  locality  he 
found  work  as  a  common  laborer.  Subsequently  he  spent  four  or  five  years 
in  Montana.  Then,  returning  to  Wisconsin,  he  started  in  for  himself  as  a 
farmer,  buying  120  acres  of  wild  land  in  section  30,  Turtle  Lake  Township. 
There  being  no  buildings  on  the  property,  Mr.  Eckwald  first  erected  a  granary, 
which  he  used  as  a  residence  until  1917,  in  the  summer  of  which  year  he  built 
a  comfortable  frame  house,  having  by  that  time  developed  45  acres  of  the  land. 
He  carried  on  general  farming  and  dairying  and  his  place  was  well  stocked, 
as  he  was  milking  eighteen  cows,  and  his  teams  and  general  equipment  were 
good.  But  the  career  of  prosperity  on  which  he  had  just  entered  was  cut  pre¬ 
maturely  short  by  death  from  pneumonia,  and  he  passed  away  May  15,  1917. 
He  had  been  reared  in  the  Lutheran  faith,  and  after  becoming  an  American 
citizen  had  joined  the  ranks  of  the  Republican  party.  Mr.  Eckwald  was  mar¬ 
ried  March  11,  1898,  to  Hattie  O.  Anderson,  of  Clayton,  Wis.,  by  whom  he  had 
one  son,  Henry  A.,  born  Jan.  17,  1899,  and  now  living  on  the  home  farm.  Mrs. 
Hattie  O.  Eckwald  did  not  long  survive  the  birth  of  her  child,  dying  April  18, 
1899,  and  on  Oct.  14,  1899,  Mr.  Eckwald  married  Anna  Maris  Johnson,  daughter 
of  John  Alexson  and  Ingeborg  Lewis  of  Clayton  Township,  Polk  County,  Wis. 
She  was  born  in  Clear  Lake  Township,  that  county,  April  12,  1875.  Her  parents 
are  both  now  deceased.  The  children  of  this  second  union  are:  Ettie  Alfreda, 
born  Oct.  19,  1903,  now  living  at  home;  Ernest  J.,  born  Oct.  8,  1909,  and  Olga 
Matilda  Josephine,  born  June  22,  1916.  After  her  husband’s  death  Mrs.  Eck¬ 
wald  rented  out  the  farm,  but  still  resides  on  it.  She  has  many  friends  in  the 
township  and  enjoys  wide  social  popularity. 

Albert  G.  Huhn,  editor  of  the  Turtle  Lake  Times,  was  born  at  Gaylord, 
Minn.,  May  25,  1888,  son  of  August  and  Rosa  (Barr)  Huhn,  natives  of  Berlin, 
Germany,  who  came  to  the  United  States  in  1879,  and  located  in  Henderson, 
Minn.,  going  from  there  to  Gaylord,  Minn.,  and  from  there  to  St.  Paul,  Minn., 
where  the  father  still  follows  his  trade  as  a  blacksmith,  and  where  the  mother 
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died  in  1918.  In  the  family  there  were  eight  children,  all  of  whom  are  now 
living.  Anna  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Kimmel,  of  St.  Paul;  Frank  lives  in  Minne- 
•  apolis ;  Paul  lives  in  St.  Paul ;  Helen  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Sherman,  of  St.  Paul ; 
John  T.  lives  in  San  Francisco;  August  lives  in  Superior,  Wis.;  Clara  is  the 
wife  of  Thomas  Rogers,  of  St.  Paul;  Albert  G.  lives  in  Turtle  Lake.  Albert  G. 
was  reared  in  St.  Paul,  and  attended  the  public  and  parochial  schools.  As  a 
youth  he  was  variously  employed.  He  learned  the  printers’  trade  with  the 
Standard  Printing  Co.  of  St.  Paul  and  worked  for  them  a  while.  Then  for  some 
years  he  worked  for  the  Pioneer  Press,  and  in  this  connection  became  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Typographical  Union,  No.  38,  A.  F.  L.  In  1912  he  came  to  Turtle 
Lake,  and  opened  a  restaurant.  The  next  year  he  bought  the  Turtle  Lake 
Bugle.  He  changed  the  name  to  the  Turtle  Lake  Times,  and  issued  his  first 
number.  Oct.  6,  1913.  He  has  a  newsy  paper,  of  eight  six-column  pages,  well 
filled  with  stories  of  local  interest.  The  circulation  is  about  600.  Being  an 
expert  printer,  Mr.  Huhn  has  paid  particular  attention  to  the  job  department. 
He  has  three  job  presses,  and  a  Prouty  power  press,  and  carries  a  good  line  of 
type,  paper  and  supplies,  for  various  kinds  of  business,  social  and  personal 
printing.  He  is  a  subscriber  to  the  Franklin  price  list  and  bases  his  prices 
upon  the  scientific  system  established  by  that  organization.  Mr.  Huhn  was 
married  at  St.  Paul,  June  30,  1908,  to  Gertrude  Zimmerman,  daughter  of  Peter 
J.  and  Gertrude  Zimmerman,  natives  respectively  of  La  Crosse,  Wis.,  and  Cale¬ 
donia,  Minn.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Huhn  have  two  bright  children,  Virginia,  born 
March  17,  1911,  and  Wesley,  born  March  19,  1913.  Mr.  Huhn  exerts  consider- 
.  able  influence  in  the  community  both  as  an  editor  and  as  a  man.  His  utter¬ 
ances  are  regarded  with  respect,  and  his  paper  is  growing  in  circulation  and 
importance.  His  job  department  is  growing  still  more  rapidly.  He  has  prac¬ 
tically  all  the  local  printing,  has  a  good  handbill  and  letterhead  business  from 
the  farmers,  and  is  even  getting  business  from  other  villages.  Like  several 
other  of  the  prominent  citizens  who  have  come  here  from  other  places  and 
identified  themselves  with  the  progress  of  the  village,  he  has  faith  in  its  future, 
and  is  taking  his  part  in  every  move  which  has  for  its  object  the  growth  and 
improvement  of  this  vicinity. 

Bert  J.  Hart,  a  well-known  resident  of  Turtle  Lake,  liveryman,  farmer  and 
public  official,  was  born  in  Washburn  County,  Wis.,  March  23,  1872,  son  of 
James  and  Louisa  (Everett)  Hart,  natives  respectively  of  Maine  and  Canada, 
who  came  to  Wisconsin  in  1876,  and  settled  in  Polk  County,  where  he  took  a 
homestead  of  40  acres,  cleared  and  broke  the  land,  erected  a  set  of  buildings, 
and  lived  there  for  many  years.  The  mother  died  in  1888.  The  father  in  his 
latter  life  went  to  Oregon  where  he  died  in  1907.  Bert  J.  was  reared  on  the 
farm  in  Polk  County,  over  the  Barron  County  line,  and  attended  school  in 
Turtle  Lake.  At  the  tender  age  of  fourteen  he  started  out  for  himself,  spend¬ 
ing  his  winters  in  the  logging  woods  and  his  summers  on  farms.  In  1893 
he  purchased  a  livery  business  at  Turtle  Lake,  and  this  he  has  since  operated, 
having  in  1901  erected  a  good  barn,  46  by  100  feet.  For  thirty-one  years  he 
operated  an  eighty-acre  farm  in  Polk  County,  just  west  of  Turtle  Lake.  He 
served  for  seventeen  years  as  constable  of  Turtle  Lake  and  for  one  year  was 
village  marshal.  Mr.  Hart  was  married  Sept.  15,  1896,  to  Susia  Gaffney,  who 
was  born  in  Canada,  daughter  of  James  and  Elizabeth  Gaffney.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hart  have  had  eight  children:  Byrel  (deceased),  Cecil,  Percy,  Opal,  Dola, 
Dotsie  (deceased),  Lee  and  Gertrude  (deceased). 

William  H.  Jones,  a  favorable  representative  of  the  agricultural  interests 
of  Turtle  Lake  Township,  where  he  has  resided  for  17  years,  was  born  in 
Madison,  Wis.,  December  31,  1862,  son  of  Isaac  and  Martha  (Benson)  Jones. 
The  parents  were  from  the  East,  the  father  being  a  native  of  Woodstock, 
N.  H.,  and  the  mother  of  Cattaraugus  County,  New  York.  The  former  came  to 
Wisconsin  as  early  as  1850,  locating  at  Hudson  and  subsequently  removing  to 
Menomonie,  the  country  between  the  two  places  being  at  that  time  entirely 
devoid  of  population.  In  1859  he  married  Martha  Benson  at  Madison,  who  had 
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accompanied  her  parents  from  New  York  State  to  Brooklyn,  Wis.,  the  journey 
being  made  with  a  wagon  and  team.  Three  years  after  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Jones  the  Civil  War  broke  out,  and  he  served  in  the  army  for  some  • 
time  as  a  volunteer.  About  1873  he  came  with  his  family  to  Polk  County,  Wis¬ 
consin,  settling  on  timbered  land  at  Apple  River.  It  was  a  homestead  of  160 
acres,  which  in  time  he  cleared,  but  his  life  was  not  spared  many  years  longer, 
as  he  died  when  his  son,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  about  fifteen  years 
old,  or  about  1877.  His  widow  remained  for  several  years  on  the  farm,  after 
which  she  married  Joseph  Leana,  and  they  moved  to  Section  7,  Turtle  Lake 
Township,  in  which  locality  they  remained  for  some  years.  She  died  at  Clay¬ 
ton,  Wis.,  Oct.  25,  1920.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Isaac  Jones  were  the  parents  of  seven 
children:  Frederick,  who  lives  at  Vancouver,  B.  C.;  William  H.,  the  direct 
subject  of  this  sketch;  Carrie,  now  Mrs.  Dell  Tunecliff,  of  Fergus  Falls,  Minn.; 
Cyrus,  deceased;  Manley,  deceased;  Orvill,  who  resides  at  Emmett,  Idaho, 
where  he  is  superintendent  of  a  mill;  Orrin,  of  Clayton,  Wis.;  and  Mary,  now 
Mrs.  Charles  Shara,  of  Minneapolis,  Minn.  William  H.  Jones  acquired  his  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  common  schools.  He  resided  at  home  until  the  age  of  18  years 
and  worked  in  the  woods  as  a  lumberman  till  about  1905.  In  March,  1904,  he 
took  up  his  residence  in  Section  18,  Turtle  Lake  Township,  where  he  has  since 
remained.  His  farm  consists  of  173  acres  lying  four  miles  south  of  Turtle 
Lake  and  is  well  stocked,  Mr.  Jones  having  16  cows  with  six  head  of  young 
cattle,  all  grade  Holsteins.  He  is  carrying  on  farming  and  dairying  success¬ 
fully  and  has  a  recognized  place  in  the  township  as  one  of  its  prosperous  and 
reliable  citizens.  As  supervisor  he  has  rendered  efficient  public  service.  Fra-  • 
ternally,  he  is  connected  with  Turtle  Lake  Lodge,  A.  F.  and  A.  M.,  No.  313,  and 
with  the  Odd  Fellows’  Lodge,  No.  328.  Mr.  Jones  was  married  November  17, 
1894,  to  Ellen  Gordon,  who  was  born  September  21,  1877,  daughter  of  William 
and  Mary  (Laport)  Gordon.  He  and  his  wife  have  been  the  parents  of  nine 
children,  namely:  Martha  A.,  born  Sept.  19,  1895;  Forrest,  Jan.  4,  1898;  Gor¬ 
don,  January  7,  1900;  Vida  M.,  March  6,  1903;  Ada  M.,  July  7,  1910;  Eva  I., 
October  31,  1917;  Iva,  May  30,  1920;  and  two  who  died  in  infancy.  Martha 
was  married,  April  10,  1918,  to  Walter  Cochran,  a  farmer  of  Turtle  Lake 
Township.  Forrest,  who  enlisted  in  the  U.  S.  Army,  is  now  in  Hawaii,  attached 
to  the  heavy  artillery.  The  other  surviving  members  of  the  family  are  residing 
at  home. 

C.  F.  William  Pabst,  who  is  profitably  engaged  in  farming  and  dairying  in 
Turtle  Lake  Township,  where  he  has  resided  for  21  years,  was  born  on  a  farm 
in  Brandebourg,  Germany,  March  1,  1863,  son  of  August  and  Wilhelmina 
(Hench)  Pabst.  He  was  educated  in  the  common  school  and  at  the  age  of  17 
came  to  America  with  his  parents,  who  settled  at  Lake  Elmo,  Washington 
County,  Minn.,  and  there  operated  a  farm  under  rental  for  20  years.  There 
William  remained  until  the  spring  of  1900,  when  he  came  to  Barron  County. 
He  bought  200  acres  of  land  in  sections  16  and  21,  Turtle  Lake  Town¬ 
ship.  It  was  almost  wild,  as  very  little  clearing  had  been  done  and  there  were 
no  buildings.  Mr.  Pabst  began  the  work  of  improvement  and  subsequently 
cleared  and  developed  the  farm,  erecting  a  good  frame  house,  barn,  granary, 
tool  sheds,  stave  silo  and  a  steel  windmill.  Later  he  sold  a  portion  of  this 
farm  but  still  retains  72  acres.  The  place  is  well  stocked  with  good  grade  cat¬ 
tle,  of  which  he  milks  22  cows,  the  balance  being  young  cattle.  Though  giving 
special  attention  to  dairying,  he  also  carries  on  general  farming  successfully. 
His  equipment  is  of  the  best  and  includes  a  Ford  auto  car.  On  August  2,  1892, 
Mr.  Pabst  was  united  in  marriage  with  Augusta  Richards,  daughter  of  Fred¬ 
erick  and  Albertina  Richards  of  Washington  County,  Minnesota.  Her  parents 
were  natives  of  Germany,  who  settled  in  Minnesota  at  an  early  day,  and  it  was 
in  Washington  County  that  their  daughter,  Augusta,  was  born,  Oct.  22,  1868. 
There,  also,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pabst  began  housekeeping  and  remained  until  their 
removal  to  Barron  County,  Wisconsin.  Their  first  four  children  were  born  in 
that  county,  namely:  Arthur  A.,  May  27,  1893;  Ella  L.,  May  3,  1894;  Erna  A., 
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Oct.  27,  1897;  and  Edna  F.,  September  7,  1900.  The  two  youngest,  Esther  L. 
and  Leona  L.,  were  born  in  Barron  County,  Esther,  Sept.  4,  1905,  and  Leona, 
May  22,  1913.  All  the  children  reside  at  home.  Arthur  A.  owns  and  operates 
a  farm  of  120  acres  adjoining  the  home  place  on  the  north,  which  was  pur¬ 
chased  for  him  by  his  father.  The  family  worship  at  the  Peace  Lutheran 
Church,  a  neat  little  edifice  built  on  land  donated  from  his  farm  by  Mr.  Pabst. 
This  church  belongs  to  the  Buffalo  Synod  and  the  pastor  comes  from  Minne¬ 
sota  to  hold  services.  Politically,  Mr.  Pabst  is  a  Republican. 

Frederick  Klockeman,  Sr.,  a  substantial  citizen  now  living  retired  in  Tur¬ 
tle  Lake,  was  born  in  Germany,  Feb.  24,  1845,  son  of  Henry  and  Johanna 
Klockeman,  who  spent  the  span  of  their  years  as  Germany  farmers,  and  both 
of  whom  are  now  deceased.  Of  their  eight  children,  two  came  to  this  country, 
and  these  are  the  only  two  that  are  living.  One  of  these  two  is  Mary,  the  wife 
of  August  Jagau,  of  Marshalltown,  Iowa.  The  other,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  reared  and  educated  in  Germany.  As  a  youth,  he  first  worked 
on  his  parents’  farm,  then  he  worked  as  a  railroad  man  for  a  while,  and  then 
he  was  foreman  on  a  sugar  beet  plantation  for  several  years.  He  served  in  the 
German  Army  for  four  and  a  half  years,  which  included  the  years  1870-71, 
when  the  Franco-Prussian  War  was  raging.  In  1883  he  came  to  America  and 
settled  near  State  Center,  Iowa,  where  he  successfully  farmed  until  1897.  In 
that  year  he  came  to  Barron  County,  and  settled  on  a  farm  of  160  acres  in  Sec¬ 
tion  5,  Turtle  Lake  Township.  This  land  had  considerable  standing  timber 
but  had  partly  been  cut  over.  By  cutting  and  sawing  the  timber,  he  secured 
enough  lumber  for  the  excellent  set  of  buildings  he  erected.  He  also  cleared 
much  of  the  stump  land  and  developed  a  good  farm.  In  1902  he  sold  this  farm 
and  bought  one  in  Beaver  Township,  Polk  County.  This  he  traded  for  the 
Commercial  Hotel  in  Turtle  Lake.  This  hotel  he  rented.  He  sold  it  in  1913. 
In  the  meantime,  in  1913,  he  bought  another  farm  in  Section  30,  Almena  Town¬ 
ship.  In  1909  he  moved  to  Turtle  Lake,  where  he  has  since  continued  to  live. 
Here  he  has  been  a  trustee  of  the  village  for  several  terms.  Mr.  Klockeman  was 
married  in  Germany,  to  Gustina  Klein,  daughter  of  Christ  and  Gustina  Klein. 
The  Klein  family  has  lived  in  one  spot  in  Germany  for  over  three  centuries. 
The  home  was  once  burned  by  the  Frenchmen  under  Napoleon,  and  once  by  the 
Russians,  but  has  each  time  been  rebuilt  on  the  same  walls.  Mrs.  Christ 
Klein,  mother  of  Mrs.  Klockeman,  lived  to  be  nearly  one  hundred  years  old. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Klockeman  have  had  five  children,  four  boys  and  one  girl.  August 
lives  in  Turtle  Lake  and  is  mail  carrier  on  Route  2.  Frederick,  Jr.,  is  a  farmer 
in  Beaver  Township,  Polk  County.  Alexander  is  a  railroad  fireman  and  lives 
in  St.  Paul.  Alma  is  the  wife  of  Walter  Barrett  and  lives  at  Grinnell,  Iowa. 
Ernest,  the  twin  brother  of  Alexander,  was  killed  by  electricity  at  Plainview, 
Minn.,  May  11,  1918. 

August  Klockeman,  a  popular  mail  carrier  on  Route  2,  out  of  Turtle  Lake 
Postoffice,  was  born  in  Germany,  Aug.  1,  1870,  son  of  Frederick  and  Gustina 
(Klein)  Klockeman.  He  attended  school  in  Germany  for  several  years  and  came 
to  this  country  with  his  parents  in  1883.  He  then  attended  school  in  Iowa, 
and  was  graduated  from  the  State  Center  High  School.  From  Iowa  he  came  to 
this  county  with  his  parents  in  1897.  He  has  farmed,  logged  and  worked  in 
sawmills,  in  Polk  and  Barron  counties.  In  1904  he  moved  to  the  village  and 
took  up  his  present  duties.  He  was  married  at  Turtle  Lake,  Oct.  19,  1899,  to 
Bertha  Jeske,  daughter  of  Carl  and  Paulina  Jeske,  natives  of  Germany,  who 
came  to  America  in  1883,  lived  for  a  while  in  Barron  County,  and  then  moved 
to  Polk  County,  this  state,  where  he  died  and  where  she  is  still  living.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Klockeman  have  three  bright  boys,  William,  Albert  and  Walter.  A 
girl,  Anna,  died  at  the  age  of  four  years. 

Michael  Klein,  cheesemaker,  of  the  Twintown  Cheese  Factory  in  Turtle 
Lake  Township,  was  born  in  Bayern,  Germany,  Oct.  6,  1884,  son  of  Johan  and 
Mary  (Fischer)  Klein.  The  father  died  in  1912,  but  the  mother  is  still  living, 
having  now  attained  the  age  of  67  years.  Michael  Klein  acquired  his  educa- 
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tion  in  Germany,  attending  the  common  school.  Subsequently,  after  serving 
two  years  in  the  army,  he  went,  in  October,  1906,  to  Switzerland.  He  had  be¬ 
gun  to  learn  the  cheesemakers’  trade  at  the  age  of  fifteen  and  resumed  it  after 
leaving  the  army.  In  1908,  seeking  better  opportunities  for  advancement  in 
life,  he  came  to  the  United  States,  landing  at  New  York,  June  8,  1908.  Thence 
he  came  direct  to  Turtle  Lake,  Wis.,  and  found  employment  in  the  Pioneer 
Cheese  Factory,  where  he  was  cheesemaker  for  a  year.  After  that  he  worked 
for  a  while  in  the  Twintown  Cheese  Factory,  and  then  in  August,  1919,  went 
to  the  Sunnyside  Cheese  Factory  in  Turtle  Lake  Township  as  •maker.  On 
August  12,  1920,  the  original  factory  burned  down,  and  in  the  following 
March,  Mr.  Klein  formed  a  partnership  with  Ernest  Pahlow  and  rebuilt  the 
factory,  which  they  operated  together  with  profitable  results  until  Sept.  15, 
1921,  when  he  sold  his  interests  to  Mr.  Pahlow  and  accepted  his  present  posi¬ 
tion.  On  July  15,  1916,  Mr.  Klein  was  united  in  marriage  with  Rose  Henning, 
who  was  born  in  Turtle  Lake  Township,  Sept.  29,  1898,  daughter  of  Anton  arid 
Bertha  Henning.  Their  home  has  been  brightened  by  the  birth  of  a  daughter, 
Mary  Madeline,  Feb.  25,  1920.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Klein  are  members  of  the  Catholic 
Church,  attending  services  with  the  Maple  Leaf  Congregation.  Politically,  he 
is  Independent. 

Fred  Mewes,  Sr.,  who  for  a  number  of  years  was  an  active  and  successful 
farmer  of  Turtle  Lake  Township,  but  who  now  resides  in  Clayton  Village,  Polk 
County,  was  born  in  Landau,  Germany,  Aug.  1,  1866,  son  of  Henry  and  Mary 
Mewes.  The  father  was  by  occupation  a  farmer  and  mail  carrier  and  died  about 
1874,  having  survived  his  wife  about  two  years.  They  left  four  children,  Carl, 
Henry,  Louisa  and  Fred.  Fred,  being  thus  early  left  an  orphan,  resided  until 
the  age  of  fourteen  with  a  cousin.  After  finishing  his  schooling,  he  began  to 
learn  the  tailors’  trade,  but  finding  that  occupation  not  suited  to  his  health,  he 
returned  to  the  home  farm,  where  he  remained  for  a  year.  After  that  he  spent 
a  year  in  Greshein,  lived  for  a  while  in  Frankport,  and  then  spent  several 
years  on  the  farm.  About  1886  he  came  to  America,  landing  at  New  York, 
whence  he  proceeded  to  Chicago,  where  he  first  got  a  job  at  organ  painting,  and 
afterwards  with  the  Nelson  &  Morris  Packing  Co.  as  carpenter.  With  that  com¬ 
pany  he  remained  several  years,  at  the  end  of  which  period  he  came  to  Wiscon¬ 
sin.  About  1899  he  came  to  Barron  County,  buying  80  acres  of  wild  land  in  Tur¬ 
tle  Lake  Township,  that  section  being  then  but  thinly  settled  and  destitute  of 
roads.  The  purchase  of  this  land  having  exhausted  his  finances,  Mr.  Mewes  re¬ 
turned  to  Chicago  and  re-entered  the  employ  of  the  Nelson  &  Morris  Co.,  remain¬ 
ing  until  he  had  accumulated  enough  cash  to  enable  him  to  make  a  start  on  his 
farm.  He  then  came  back  to  Barron  County  and  began  the  development  of 
his  farm,  on  which  he  built  a  good  house,  barn  and  silo,  with  other  necessary 
buildings.  He  also  bought  80  acres  of  adjoining  land  and  ultimately  in¬ 
creased  the  extent  of  his  property  to  320  acres.  The  present  barn  is  36  by 
70  by  12  feet  in  size,  with  an  eight-foot  basement,  and  an  “L”  36  by  38  feet. 
Eighty  acres  of  the  land  are  under  the  plow.  Mr.  Mewes  carried  on  general 
farming  and  dairying  very  successfully  until  the  spring  of  1921,  when  he 
rented  the  place  to  his  sons,  Fred,  Jr.,  and  Rudolph,  and  removed  to  Clayton 
Village,  where  he  has  40  acres  of  land,  with  a  good  brick  house,  barn  and 
chicken  house.  Mr.  Mewes  was  married  in  Chicago,  Oct.  10,  1891,  to  Rosa, 
daughter  of  John  and  Catherine  Schlagel,  of  Henderson,  Minn.  He  and  his 
wife  have  been  the  parents  of  thirteen  children:  Anna,  born  Oct.  26,  1892, 
now  the  wife  of  Martin  Yager,  of  Turtle  Lake  Township;  Fred,  Jr.,  born  March 
28,  1895,  and  Rudolph,  born  Jan.  10,  1897,  who  together  are  operating  the  old 
farm;  Henry,  born  Sept.  7,  1899;  LoPisa,  born  Oct.  2,  1901,  who  is  keeping 
house  for  her  brothers,  Fred  and  Rudolph;  Rosa,  born  Sept.  15,  1903;  Leo, 
April  3,  1905;  Clara,  Aug.  6,  1907;  Agnes,  April  7,  1909;  Hazel,  April  16,  1911; 
Reuben,  May  8,  1913;  Harry,  May  6,  1915,  and  Esther,  Aug.  20,  1917.  The  five 
youngest,  with  Henry,  are  residing  at  home  with  their  parents.  Fred  Mewes, 
Jr.,  was  inducted  into  the  United  States  service,  Oct.  3,  1917,  and  left  Barron 
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the  same  day  for  Camp  Grant,  where  he  remained  for  a  year.  He  was  then 
transferred  to  Camp  Upton  and  assigned  to  the  341st  Infantry.  In  September, 
1918,  he  sailed  from  Hoboken  for  Liverpool,  which  port  was  reached  in  13 
days.  From  there  he  went  to  Havre,  France,  and  then  to  Bordeaux,  where  he 
remained  six  weeks,  when  he  started  for  the  front.  The  signing  of  the  armistice 
prevented  him  from  participating  in  battle  service  and  he  was  soon  started  for 
home,  the  return  voyage  being  made  by  way  of  Gibraltar  and  occupying  17 
days.  He  was  discharged  at  Camp  Grant,  April  3,  1919,  and  reached  home  on 
the  following  day.  The  Mewes  farm,  which  he  and  his  brother  are  working, 
is  seven  miles  southeast  of  Turtle  Lake  and  three  miles  from  Clayton.  It  is 
well  stocked  with  about  35  head  of  good  graded  cows,  with  about  25  or  30 
young  stock.  Fred  Mewes,  Sr.,  attends  the  German  Lutheran  Church  at  Clay¬ 
ton,  Mrs.  Mewes  and  the  children  being  Catholics. 

Martin  Yager,  a  well-known  and  respected  farmer  of  Turtle  Lake  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  Sibley  County,  Minnesota,  Sept.  29,  1887,  son  of  Joseph  and 
Mary  Yager.  The  parents,  natives  of  the  United  States,  were  early  settlers  in 
Sibley  County,  where  Joseph  Yager  is  still  living.  Mrs.  Mary  Yager  died  when 
her  son,  Martin,  was  a  young  child,  and  he  was  early  deprived  of  his  mother’s 
care.  He  attended  common  school  for  the  usual  period,  and  remained  on  the 
home  farm,  participating  in  the  labor  necessary  to  its  cultivation,  until  1911. 
He  then  came  to  Barron  County,  and  for  six  years  worked  here  as  a  farm 
hand.  During  that  period,  though  not  yet  ready  to  start  in  for  himself,  he 
bought  80  acres  of  wild  land  in  Section  21,  Turtle  Lake  Township.  This  he  sold 
in  1910,  purchasing  90  acres  of  partly  improved  land  in  Section  31,  which  is 
the  farm  on  which  he  now  lives.  It  is  provided  with  fairly  good  buildings  and 
Mr.  Yager  has  ten  acres  under  the  plow,  the  rest  of  his  land  being  in  pasture. 
He  is  giving  his  attention  to  general  farming  and  dairying,  his  cattle  being 
grade  Holsteins,  and  the  herd  including  at  present  twelve  cows  and  six  calves. 
Mr.  Yager  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  a  member  of  the  Catholic  Church. 
He  was  married  June  16,  1917,  to  Anna,  daughter  of  Fred  and  Rosa  Mewes 
of  Turtle  Lake  Township,  and  he  and  his  wife  have  two  children:  Florence, 
born  April  24,  1918,  and  Caroline  Gertrude,  born  April  2,  1921. 

Herman  A.  Richter,  an  industrious  citizen  of  Section  3,  Stanfold  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  at  Cashton,  Monroe  County,  Wis.,  March  6,  1888,  the  son  of 
Louis  B.  and  Fredricka  (Derring)  Richter,  both  natives  of  Wisconsin,  now  liv¬ 
ing  in  Bear  Lake  Township,  this  county.  He  received  his  early  education  in 
the  common  schools  and  learned  the  carpenters’  trade  when  he  was  a  youth 
of  but  sixteen.  In  1911  he  came  to  Barron  County,  and  bought  his  present 
farm  of  160  acres.  It  was  then  cut-over  timber  land,  with  a  log  house  and  barn 
standing  on  it.  He  commenced  to  clear  up  the  land  and  prepare  it  for  culti¬ 
vation.  In  1913  he  built  a  good  barn,  with  full  basement,  and  equipped  with 
all  the  latest  devices.  In  1917  he  put  up  a  garage,  granary,  chicken  house  and 
machine  sheds.  In  1920  he  built  a  modern  frame  house,  with  many  comforts 
and  conveniences.  These  buildings  constitute  an  excellent  set  of  farm  edi¬ 
fices,  and  are  surrounded  with  a  pleasant  lawn.  The  farm  is  well  fenced  and 
well  tilled,  and  the  equipment  in  tools,  implements  and  machinery  is  good.  Mr. 
Richter  carries  on  farming  along  the  latest  approved  lines.  He  has  a  good 
herd  of  Holstein  cattle,  some  of  which  are  full  bloods,  and  headed  by  a  full- 
blooded  sire.  He  also  has  a  good  drove  of  Duroc-Jersey  swine,  and  a  fine  flock 
of  60  full-blooded  Oxford  sheep.  His  chickens  are  Buff  Leghorns.  All  the 
stock  shows  the  excellent  results  of  the  care  which  has  been  given  it.  Mr. 
Richter  has  still  retained  his  liking  for  his  youthful  trade,  and  he  now  takes 
building  contracts  from  time  to  time,  in  connection  with  his  farming.  He  has 
put  up  some  excellent  buildings  in  this  vicinity,  all  of  which  testify  to  the 
fidelity  and  skill  with  which  he  labors.  Mr.  Richter’s  business  holdings  in¬ 
clude  stock  in  the  Consumers’  Store  at  Rice  Lake.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Modern  Woodmen  of  America  at  Rice  Lake,  and  has  been  secretary  of  the 
American  Society  of  Equity  of  Barron  County.  Mr.  Richter  was  married  Oct. 
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4,  1910,  at  St.  Mary's,  Monroe  County,  Wis.,  to  Gertrude  Willger,  the  daughter 
of  John  J.  and  Agnes  (Flock)  Willger,  natives  of  Germany,  who  now  live  in 
Oak  Grove  Township,  this  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richter  have  four  children: 
Agnes  F.,  born  Feb.  16,  1912;  George  J.,  born  Aug.  8,  1913;  Martin  B.,  born 
Aug.  20,  1916;  and  Joseph  H.,  born  April  13,  1919.  The  family  faith  is  that  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

John  Thiefs,  who  has  lived  on  Section  4,  Stanfold  Township,  for  nearly 
thirty  years,  is  one  of  the  solid,  hard-working  men  of  the  township,  highly  re¬ 
spected  as  a  good  citizen.  He  was  born  in  Russian  Poland,  Dec.  6,  1854,  and 
was  still  a  young  boy  when  he  was  put  to  work  to  help  the  family  income.  As 
he  grew  to  manhood,  he  married,  and  there  started  housekeeping.  But  he  de¬ 
sired  for  himself  and  family  better  opportunities  than  he  found  in  that  country, 
and  he  therefore  determined  to  seek  his  fortunes  in  America.  He  came  to 
this  country  in  1886,  and  located  at  Adams,  Mass.,  where  he  was  employed  in 
the  mills  as  a  weaver.  But  his  ambitions  were  not  yet  fulfilled,  he  still  de¬ 
sired  a  different  life  for  himself  and  family  than  was  to  be  found  in  the  fac¬ 
tory  districts.  So  he  came  to  Barron  County  in  1893,  and  bought  80  acres, 
which  constitutes  his  present  farm.  This  was  then  cut-over  timber  land.  He 
built  a  log  house  and  barn  and  started  to  clear  up  the  land.  At  first  he  had 
but  little  to  do  with.  But  by  industry  and  application,  working  early  and  late, 
assisted  by  his  family,  he  achieved  success.  In  1911  he  put  up  a  good  frame 
house.  He  has  gradually  built  up  the  place  and  now  has  a  good  farm.  He 
carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  does  good  work,  and  is  well  thought 
of  throughout  the  community.  Mr.  Thiefs  was  married  in  1881,  in  Rus¬ 
sian  Poland,  to  Anna  Framut,  born  in  that  region,  and  both  of  whose  par¬ 
ents  are  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thiefs  have  had  six  children:  Fred 
was  born  March  18,  1883;  William  was  born  May  28,  1886  and  died  in  1896; 
Polena  was  born  July  23,  1888;  Emil  was  born  May  28,  1891,  married  Alvina 
Bechter,  and  has  one  son,  August';  Andrew  was  born  Aug.  19,  1896,  and  died 
May  29,  1917.  Fred  assists  his  father  on  the  home  farm.  He  is  a  good  farmer, 
an  industrious  and  energetic  worker,  and  is  taking  his  share  in  everything  that 
he  believes  to  be  for  the  best  interests  of  the  community. 

Henry  Neilsen  came  to  Barron  County  in  1902  and  bought  eighty  acres  of 
cut-over  land  in  Section  10,  Stanfold  Township.  Ten  acres  of  brush  had  been 
cut  off  and  a  small  log  house  and  log  barn  had  been  erected.  With  the  begin¬ 
ning,  he  started  in  to  build  up  a  good  farm.  In  1911  he  erected  a  comfortable 
frame  house,  and  a  granary  and  machine  sheds.  In  1920,  he  built  a  large  barn, 
with  full  basement,  and  furnished  with  full  Louden  equipment.  At  that 
time  he  also  built  a  silo  and  a  garage.  On  this  place  he  successfully  con¬ 
ducts  general  farming,  and  dairying,  making  a  specialty  of  a  fine  herd  of 
graded  cattle,  headed  by  a  full-blooded  Holstein  sire.  Mr.  Neilsen  is  one 
of  the  real  leaders  in  his  community.  He  is  a  believer  in  farm  organiza¬ 
tion  and  is  especially  active  in  the  District  No.  4  branch  of  the  American 
Society  of  Equity,  in  which  he  has  been  chairman  for  eleven  years.  Fra¬ 
ternally,  he  is  active  in  the  Danish  Brotherhood,  in  Stanfold  Township,  the 
headquarters  of  which  are  at  Omaha,  Neb.  He  was  born  in  Denmark,  April 
13,  1867,  the  son  of  Nels  Peterson  and  Mary  Hanson,  substantial  people  of 
that  country,  the  former  of  whom  died  there  in  1886  and  the  latter  of  whom 
came  to  America  in  1891,  and  died  in  South  Dakota,  in  1908.  He  received  a  good 
education  in  his  native  country,  and  as  a  youth  worked  on  various  farms.  For 
two  years  he  served  in  the  Royal  Army.  In  1889  he  came  to  America  and 
located  in  South  Dakota,  where  he  worked  on  farms  in  the  vicinity  of  Lake 
Preston  for  some  thirteen  years.  In  1902,  he  came  to  Barron  County,  where 
he  has  since  lived.  Mr.  Neilsen  was  married  March  12,  1898,  in  Minneapolis, 
to  Sopha  Hanson,  the  daughter  of  Frederick  and  Karn  Hanson,  both  of  whom 
spent  the  span  of  their  years  in  Denmark.  Mrs.  Neilsen  was  born  on  February 
23,  1877,  in  Denmark,  and  came  to  the  United  States  in  1896,  locating  in  Polk 
County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Neilsen  have  six  children:  Axel  R.,  born  Oct.  10,  1898, 
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a  machinist,  living  in  Chicago;  Ina  L.,  born  Jan.  13,  1902;  Hazel  M.,  Dec.  16, 
1903;  Otto,  June  4,  1906;  Anna,  April  27,  1913;  and  Gordon,  Feb.  18,  1919. 

Otto  Nieman,  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  a  well-known  farmer  of  Section 
5,  Stanfold  Township,  was  born  in  Germany  and  came  to  America  as  a  young 
man.  In  1890  he  bought  a  farm  of  80  acres  in  section  5,  Stanfold  Township. 
He  built  a  log  cabin  and  log  barn  and  started  to  clean  up  the  place.  As  time 
permitted  he  made  various  improvements.  He  put  an  addition  on  the  barn, 
built  a  granary  and  sheds,  and  broke  most  of  the  land.  There  for  many  years 
he  carried  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  He  was  hard  working  and  in¬ 
dustrious,  his  first  thought  was  ever  of  his  family  and  its  welfare,  and  he  was 
a  good  and  useful  citizen  in  every  way,  a  kind  husband,  an  understanding 
father,  and  a  desirable  neighbor.  He  died  Jan.  15,  1915.  Mr.  Nieman  was 
married  in  Stanfold  Township,  March  23,  1895,  to  Peolena  Peekrud,  who  was 
born  in  Russia,  Dec.  17,  1868,  the  daughter  of  Adam  and  Louise  Peekrud,  who 
came  to  this  country  in  1891.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nieman  had  ten  children — Herman 
W.,  Anna  O.,  Alex  C..  Mary  L.,  Emma  M.,  Amelia  A.,  Edward  A.,  Fredrick  P., 
Otto  A.  and  Carl.  Herman  W.  was  born  Dec.  17,  1896,  married  Helga  Johnson, 
has  one  daughter,  Pearl,  and  lives  in  Rice  Lake.  Alex  C.  was  born  Aug.  23, 
1898,  and  is  now  conducting  the  home  farm  for  his  mother.  He  is  an  energetic 
hard  working  young  man,  who  is  getting  the  best  out  of  the  farm.  He  is  well 
liked  in  the  community,  is  a  leader  among  the  young  people,  and  is  already 
getting  a  good  start  in  life.  Anna  O.  was  born  April  23,  1899,  married  Edwin 
Johnson,  has  one  child,  Virginia,  and  lives  in  Rice  Lake.  Mary  L.  was  born 
Nov.  13,  1900,  married  Frank  Miller  of  Rice  Lake  and  has  one  child,  Alice. 
Emma  M.  was  born  May  30,  1902,  and  is  at  home.  Amelia  A.  was  born  Feb.  5, 
1904,  and  is  the  wife  of  Hjalmar  Johnson  of  Rice  Lake.  Edward  A.  was  born 
May  8,  1906;  Frederick  P.  was  born  Feb.  10,  1908;  Otta  A.  was  born  April  22, 
1910,  and  Carl  was  born  March  3,  1912.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  German 
Lutheran  Church. 

John  O.  Steen,  an  honored  citizen  of  section  10,  Stanfold  Township,  is 
thoroughly  familiar  with  the  farming  and  lumbering  industry  in  this  region; 
he  has  been  prominent  as  town  and  school  official,  and  he  ranks  well  among 
the  foremost  men  of  his  neighborhood.  He  was  born  in  Norway,  April  19,  1858, 
the  son  of  Ole  and  Berte  Steen,  who  spent  the  span  of  their  years  in  that 
country,  the  father  being  a  miner.  John  O.  received  a  common  school  educa¬ 
tion,  and  as  a  youth  started  farm  work.  In  1881  he  came  to  America,  and  found 
his  way  at  once  to  Barron  County  where,  with  headquarters  at  Rice  Lake,  he 
worked  for  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  five  years,  and  for  the  Rice  Lake  Lumber  Co. 
fifteen  years,  working  in  the  lumber  woods  in  the  winter  and  in  sawmills  in 
the  summer.  During  this  period  he  was  a  faithful  workman,  who  held  the 
regard  of  those  for  whom  he  worked.  In  1901  he  decided  to  give  up  lumbering 
and  settle  down  to  agricultural  work.  Accordingly  he  purchased  his  present 
place  of  120  acres.  A  frame  house  and  log  bam  had  been  built  thereon  by  the 
previous  occupant,  and  some  of  the  land  had  been  cleared  and  cultivated.  Mr. 
Steen  has  continued  the  improvements.  In  1916  he  erected  a  large  barn,  with 
full  'basement,  and  installed  with  the  James  stanchions.  He  has  built  up  a 
good  place,  and  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  He  has 
a  good  herd,  headed  by  a  full-blooded  sire,  and  his  tools,  implements  and 
machinery  are  of  the  best.  In  public  affairs  Mr.  Steen  has  taken  an  active  part 
for  many  years.  He  has  been  chairman  of  the  town  board  for  two  years,  and 
as  such  sat  as  a  member  of  the  county  board,  doing  good  service  for  both  town 
and  county.  He  is  now  serving  most  efficiently  as  town  treasurer.  He  is  a 
careful  accountant,  he  knows  the  town  and  its  people  thoroughly,  and  he  puts 
his  best  efforts  into  his  official  work.  He  is  likewise  serving  with  distinction 
as  clerk  of  the  school  board.  Mr.  Steen  was  married  Nov.  27,  1886,  at  Rice 
Lake  to  Gunnell  Rogstad,  who  was  born  in  Norway,  Aug.  7,  1867,  the  daughter 
of  Peter  and  Mary  Rogstad,  now  deceased,  who  came  to  this  country  in  1880 
and  settled  in  Rice  Lake.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Steen  are  the  parents  of  nine  children — 
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Bertha,  Mary,  Olena,  Edward,  Minda,  Alvin,  Myrtle,  Gertrude  and  Ole.  Bertha 
was  born  June  18,  1887,  married  Henry  Leightner,  and  has  two  children,  Walter 
and  Gretchen,  who  live  with  Mr.  Steen.  Mary  was  born  Nov.  13,  1892,  mar¬ 
ried  Leonard  Score,  of  Cumberland  Township  and  has  a  son,  Lawrence.  Olena 
was  born  Dec.  27,  1896,  and  is  a  stenographer.  Edward  was  born  Dec.  20,  1897, 
and  is  at  home.  Minda  was  born  Jan.  3,  1899,  and  is  a  stenographer.  Alvin 
was  born  Feb.  8,  1900 ;  Myrtle  was  bom  Oct.  24,  1903 ;  and  Gertrude  was  born 
Dec.  16,  1907.  Ole  was  bom  Jan.  10,  1894,  and  died  in  infancy. 

Frank  Feldkirchner,  who  is  successfully  farming  120  acres  in  section  24, 
Stanfold  Township,  was  born  at  Ashton,  Lee  County,  Ill.,  April  1,  1867,  son  of 
Adam  and  Elizabeth  (Blubach)  Feldkirchner,  natives  of  Bavaria,  Germany, 
the  former  born  in  1833  and  the  latter  Dec.  26,  1829.  The  father,  who  was  a 
shoemaker  by  trade,  devoted  his  early  life  to  that  trade  in  his  native  land  and 
in  America.  In  1869  he  bought  government  land  in  Ashton,  Lee  County,  Ill., 
and  there  farmed  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  died  May  4,  1917.  The  mother 
died  at  the  age  of  80  years.  Frank  Feldkirchner  left  school  at  the  age  of  seven¬ 
teen  and  remained  on  the  farm  with  his  father  until  he  was  twenty  years  old. 
In  1887  he  went  to  Clinton,  Iowa,  where  he  worked  in  a  saw  mill  a  few  months. 
That  fall  he  operated  a  threshing  engine  in  Sioux  County,  Iowa.  Then  he  went 
to  Fort  Scott,  Kans.,  worked  in  a  mine  that  winter  and  in  the  spring  of  1888 
secured  employment  in  a  brick  yard  there.  In  the  fall  he  returned  to  Iowa, 
and  operated  a  threshing  engine  in  Sioux  County.  He  returned  to  Fort  Scott 
in  the  early  winter,  and  worked  in  the  mines  there  two  years.  Next  he  worked 
two  years  in  the  mines  at  Chicopee,  Crawford  County,  this  state.  In  1892  he 
opened  a  barber  shop  at  Sloan,  in  Woodberry  County,  Iowa.  The  next  year  he 
took  up  farming  in  his  native  town,  and  in  1896  moved  to  Franklin  Grove  in 
the  same  county,  where  he  continued  in  agricultural  operations  and  black- 
smithing.  He  came  to  Barron  County  and  purchased  his  present  place  in  1901. 
He  cleared  the  timber,  and  with  this  timber  erected  a  good  house,  barn  and 
other  buildings.  On  this  place  he  still  successfully  conducts  general  farming 
and  dairying,  having  a  good  herd  of  Durham  cattle,  a  good  drove  of  Duroc 
swine  and  a  few  good  Norman  horses.  One  of  the  features  of  the  place  is  the 
blacksmith  shop,  where  he  does  all  his  own  blacksmith  work  and  wagon  repair¬ 
ing,  and  he  was  active  as  a  general  blacksmith  until  seven  years  ago.  He  and 
his  family  are  members  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  of  which  he  is  a  clerk, 
being  also  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school  and  trustee.  Mr.  Feldkirchner 
was  married  Aug.  1,  1888,  at  Nevada,  Mo.,  to  Viola  McMillan,  daughter  of 
Edward  B.  and  Lila  Jane  (Bruce)  McMillan,  natives  respectively  of  Kentucky 
and  Connecticut,  the  father  dying  Jan.  10,  1910,  in  Ohio,  and  the  mother  still 
living  in  Kansas,  Mo.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Feldkirchner  are  the  parents  of  six  chil¬ 
dren — an  unnamed  infant,  Zella  Diana,  Oscar,  Ellen  Muriel,  Glen  Martin  and 
Rosa  Vivian.  The  first  child  was  born  Dec.  27,  1889,  and  died  at  the  age  of 
nine  days.  Zella  Diana  was  born  at  Chicopee,  Kans.,  July  10,  1891,  was  married 
at  Rice  Lake,  Dec.  8,  1910,  to  A.  T.  Vine,  and  has  four  children — Emery 
Franklin,  born  July  6,  1911;  Frances  Vodica,  born  Jan.  10,  1913;  Faith  Eunice, 
born  Sept.  6,  1916;  and  Marian  Inez,  born  May  29,  1918.  Oscar  was  born  June 
15,  1893,  and  died  Dec.  20,  1893.  Ellen  Muriel  was  born  at  Franklin  Grove,  Ill., 
and  was  married  at  Rice  Lake,  Nov.  10,  1915,  to  Nels  Prytz,  by  whom  she  has 
three  children — Cecil  Earl,  born  Nov.  26,  1916;  Vernon  Lyle,  born  June  6,  1919; 
and  Lawrence  Virgil,  born  Aug.  24,  1920.  Glen  Martin  was  born  Nov.  1,  1903, 
and  Rosa  Vivian,  Sept.  21,  1910. 

Ole  P.  Norwick  has  lived  in  Barron  County  nearly  thirty-five  years,  and  has 
been  identified  with  the  logging,  lumbering  and  farming  interests.  He  came  to 
the  county  in  1887,  and  with  headquarters  at  Rice  Lake,  worked  for  Knapp, 
Stout  &  Co.,  logging  in  the  woods  winters  and  doing  haying  and  other  work  on 
their  farms  summers.  In  1892  he  started  work  for  the  Lice  Lake  Lumber  Co. 
in  their  saw  mill  at  Rice  Lake.  He  was  industrious  and  faithful  and  won  the 
approbation  of  his  employers.  In  1914  he  purchased  80  acres  in  Sections  24  and 
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25,  Stanfold  Township,  and  there  established  his  home.  The  place  was  partly 
improved,  and  a  log  house  and  barn  had  been  built.  He  sided  over  the  logs  of 
the  house  and  built  a  frame  addition,  he  enlarged  the  barn,  and  put  up  a  gran¬ 
ary,  machine  sheds  and  other  buildings.  He  has  continued  the  breaking  and 
clearing  of  the  land,  and  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying, 
having  a  good  herd  of  graded  cattle,  headed  by  a  full-blooded  sire.  He  is  a 
good  farmer  and  a  hard  worker,  and  stands  well  with  all  who  know  him.  He 
is  interested  in  co-operative  endeavor,  and  is  a  stockholder  in  the  cheese  com¬ 
pany,  owning  the  factory  in  Stanfold  Township.  He  was  born  in  Norway,  Oct. 

3,  1869,  the  son  of  Peter  and  Bertha  (Aabn)  Norwick,  natives  of  that  country, 
the  former  of  whom  died  in  1917  and  the  latter  of  whom  is  still  living  there. 
He  started  working  for  neighbors  on  farms  at  the  age  of  ten,  and  came  to 
America  as  a  youth  of  seventeen  in  1887.  Mr.  Norwick  was  married  at  Eau 
Claire,  Wis.,  on  Sept.  21,  1891,  to  Rena  Norwick,  who  was  born  in  Norway  on 
Jan.  19,  1861,  the  daughter  of  Stiner  and  Bertha  Norwick,  natives  of  Norway, 
both  now  deceased.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  four  children — Peter, 
born  May  24,  1893;  Selma,  born  Aug.  6,  1896,  and  now  the  wife  of  William 
Southerland,  of  Texas;  Ruby,  born  July  13,  1901,  now  Mrs.  Arthur  Foller  of 
Minnesota;  and  Inez,  born  Aug.  4,  1906.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the 
Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Christ  Larson,  a  substantial  farmer  of  Section  16,  Stanfold  Township, 
where  he  has  owned  a  good  tract  of  eighty  acres  for  a  quarter  of  a  century, 
was  born  in  Denmark,  Sept.  29,  1867,  the  son  of  Christopher  and  Margaret 
(Rasmussen)  Larson,  the  former  of  whom  came  to  America  in  1889  and  died 
the  following  year,  and  the  latter  of  whom  is  still  living  at  the  age  of  87  years. 
He  was  reared  in  his  native  land,  received  such  education  as  his  parish  afforded, 
and  there  grew  to  young  manhood.  He  came  to  America  in  1883  and  for  some 
years  worked  on  Lake  Michigan  as  fisherman  and  sailor,  his  headquarters  being 
in  the  city  of  Ludington.  In  1891  he  came  to  Rice  Lake,  in  Barron  County,  and 
for  a  time  thereafter  was  employed  at  various  times  by  the  Rice  Lake  Lumber 
Co.  and  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  in  the  lumbering  woods  and  in  saw  mills.  In  1896 
he  bought  his  present  farm.  It  was  then  wild  cut-over  land.  He  put  up  a  log 
house  and  barn,  and  started  to  clear  up  the  land.  His  hard  work  and  indus¬ 
trious  application  in  time  met  with  success.  In  1907  he  was  enabled  to  erect 
a  comfortable  frame  house,  a  good  barn,  a  silo,  granary,  machine  sheds,  and 
other  outbuildings.  He  has  built  up  a  good  farm,  and  carries  on  general  farm¬ 
ing  and  dairying.  His  place  is  well  equipped  with  tools,  implements  and 
machinery  and  he  has  some  good  stock.  He  stands  well  in  the  community  and 
is  highly  respected  as  a  good  and  useful  citizen.  Mr.  Larson  was  married  Dec. 

4,  1892,  at  Camp  Douglas,  Wis.,  to  Christena  Hanson,  who  was  born  in  Den¬ 
mark  on  Jan.  20,  1870,  the  daughter  of  Hans  aiid  Ellen  Hanson,  natives  of 
Denmark,  both  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Larson  are  the  parents  of  eight 
children — Edward  R.  was  born  Feb.  16,  1893,  married  Alma  Knutson,  and  has 
four  children;  Leland,  Carl,  Marvel  and  Crystal.  Dagney  (first)  was  born 
May  10,  1895,  and  died  in  1900.  Hans  C.  was  born  Aug.  8,  1899.  Dagney 
(second)  was  born  May  23,  1901.  Edna  was  born  Oct.  3,  1903.  Elsie  D.  was 
born  Feb.  8,  1907.  Clarence  J.  was  born  May  29,  1908.  Lester  was  born  May 
1,  1911.  Dagney  is  the  wife  of  Lee  Frasier,  of  Rice  Lake,  and  had  a  daughter. 
Pearl  D.  Hans  C.  served  in  France  with  Co.  F,  101st  Supply  Train,  26th 
Division. 

John  H.  Bunker,  vice-president  of  the  Bank  of  Turtle  Lake,  and  extensive 
real  estate  dealer  of  Turtle  Lake,  was  born  at  Franklin,  Hancock  County,  Maine, 
Sept.  21,  1863,  son  of  Josiah  G.  and  Susan  (Tref ether)  Bunker,  both  natives  of 
that  state.  He  was  reared  in  Maine,  and  attended  school  there  until  he  was 
seventeen  years  old.  Then  he  clerked  in  a  general  store  at  Franklin  for  a  year. 
In  1881  he  came  to  Wisconsin,  and  with  headquarters  at  Rib  Lake,  in  Taylor 
County,  worked  for  John  Kennedy,  both  in  the  woods  and  in  saw  mills.  From 
this  employ  he  went  to  Janesville,  Wis.,  where  he  learned  telegraphy.  In  1882 
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he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Omaha  as  station  agent  at  Boardman.  In  1884  he 
first  came  to  Turtle  Lake  in  the  same  capacity.  From  here  in  1885  he  was 
transferred  to  Rhinelander,  in  this  state.  But  he  had  made  many  friends  in 
Turtle  Lake,  and  liked  the  prospects  here,  so  in  1886  he  left  railroad  work, 
came  back  to  Turtle  Lake,  and  entered  the  employ  of  the  general  store  of 
F.  C.  Wickenburg.  This  building  was  burned  in  1887.  Mr.  Bunker  then  formed 
a  partnership  with  Mr.  Wickenburg,  and  the  two  erected  a  new  store.  In  1900, 
L.  M.  Richardson  became  a  partner.  In  that  year  the  three  partners  organized 
the  Bank  of  Turtle  Lake,  with  Mr.  Richardson  as  president,  Mr.  Bunker  as  vice- 
president,  and  Francis  G.  McKinzie  as  cashier,  in  which  position  all  three  have 
since  remained.  In  addition  to  this,  Mr.  Bunker  is  extensively  engaged  in  the 
buying  and  selling,  and  also  handling  on  commission,  of  all  kinds  of  city  and 
rural  improved  and  unimproved  property,  especially  farm  lands.  •  In  public 
affairs  he  has  served  in  such  positions  as  chairman  of  the  township  and  presi¬ 
dent  and  treasurer  of  the  village.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Blue  Lodge  and 
Chapter  of  the  Masonic  order,  and  also  of  the  Odd  Fellows.  In  July,  1921,  he 
was  appointed  temporary  postmaster  of  Turtle  Lake  and  is  now  serving.  Mr. 
Bunker  was  married  at  Osceola,  Wis.,  Oct.  15,  1891,  to  Kate  Umland,  daughter 
of  George  and  Katherine  (Harff)  Umland,  natives  respectively  of  Germany  and 
St.  Paul,  Minn.,  and  both  now  deceased.  There  was  one  other  child  in  the 
family,  Henrietta,  the  wife  of  L.  M.  Chinnock  of  Riceville,  Minn.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bunker  have  had  four  children — George  H.,  Addie  L.,  Edith  and  Susan,  an 
infant.  George  H.  is  engaged  in  the  hardware  business  in  Turtle  Lake.  Addie 
L.  is  attending  the  University  of  Wisconsin.  Edith  died  at  the  age  of  six  years. 
Josiah  G.  Bunker  was  born  in  Maine  and  as  a  youth  became  a  carpenter,  work¬ 
ing  at  general  construction  work  and  in  building  men-of-war.  He  owned  a  farm 
to  which  he  devoted  considerable  time,  and  he  also  worked  in  logging  camps 
and  on  river  drives.  After  the  timber  had  began  to  diminish  he  entered  a  store 
in  Franklin,  Hancock  County,  Maine,  as  clerk.  He  was  soon  promoted  to  man¬ 
ager,  and  remained  in  that  capacity  some  thirty  years.  He  died  in  1917.  His 
wife  is  still  living  in  that  state,  at  the  age  of  83  years.  In  the  family  there 
were  six  children — Emma,  Alice,  Kate,  John  H.,  Theodore  and  Edith.  Emma  is 
the  wife  of  Harry  Spring,  of  Skowhegan,  Maine.  Alice  has  been  employed  for 
over  a  quarter  of  a  century  in  the  pension  department  at  Washington.  Kate 
is  single  and  looks  after  her  mother.  John  H.  is  a  banker  and  real  estate  man 
of  Turtle  Lake,  Wis.  Theodore  died  in  St.  Paul  in  1910  and  Edith  died  at  the 
age  of  nine  years. 

A.  O.  Blix,  oldest  merchant  of  Turtle  Lake,  and  well  known  in  fraternal 
circles  throughout  the  state,  was  born  in  Norway,  March  23,  1858,  son  of  Chris¬ 
topher  and  Oleanna  (Olson)  Blix,  and  descended  from  a  long  line  of  sturdy 
ancestors.  He  came  to  America  in  1876  with  two  sisters,  Olea  and  Leonharda 
and  located  in  Wisconsin,  where  with  headquarters  at  Eau  Claire  he  secured 
employment  in  the  lumber  woods.  Feeling  the  need  of  an  American  education, 
he  attended  the  common  schools  of  Eau  Claire,  the  Augsburg  Seminary  of 
Minneapolis,  and  Milton  College  at  Milton,  Wis.  Then  for  many  years  he  was 
employed  as  a  clerk  in  Eau  Claire  stores.  In  1893  he  went  to  Drummond,  Wis., 
where  he  was  employed  as  manager  of  a  general  store  for  the  Rush  Owen 
Lumber  Co.,  until  1904.  In  that  year  he  came  to  Turtle  Lake  and  bought  the 
general  store  of  F.  C.  Wickenberg.  To  the  development  and  progress  of  this 
store  he  has  since  devoted  his  time  and  attention.  He  has  built  up  a  good 
business,  has  a  large  list  of  customers  in  village  and  country,  and  stands  high 
in  the  community  as  a  merchant  and  as  a  man.  His  fair  dealing,  his  absolute 
business  integrity,  and  his  courteous  manner  have  made  him  widely  and  favor¬ 
ably  known.  His  branch  store  at  Clayton,  Wis.,  is  conducted  along  the  same 
general  lines  as  the  Turtle  Lake  one,  and  is  equally  highly  regarded.  Busy 
as  he  has  been  with  his  work,  he  has  found  time  for  fraternal  life  and  public 
service.  For  four  years  he  was  village  supervisor,  representing  the  village  on 
the  county  board.  He  has  also  served  on  various  committees  and  delegations. 
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He  has  passed  through  the  chairs  of  the  local  lodge  of  Odd  Fellows  and  has 
served  as  deputy  state  grand  master  for  his  district.  He  has  also  been  through 
the  chairs  of  the  local  lodge  of  Masons.  The  Modern  Woodmen  likewise  count 
him  as  a  valued  member,  passing  through  the  chairs.  Mr.  Blix  was  married  at 
Eau  Claire  in  1889  to  Louise  Langum,  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Mina  Langum, 
the  former  of  whom  is  living  in  Eau  Claire,  and  the  latter  of  whom  is  dead. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Langum  were  both  born  in  Norway,  being  early  settlers  of  Eau 
Claire.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blix  have  five  children — Ovid  B.,  Albert,  Mildred,  Laura 
and  Anna.  Ovid  B.  passed  through  the  graded  schools  of  Turtle  Lake  and 
graduated  from  the  High  school  in  Eau  Claire.  He  graduated  from  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Wisconsin  in  1917  and  is  now  municipal  librarian  in  Milwaukee.  In 
1918  he  was  inducted  into  the  United  States  service,  and  trained  at  Camp  Grant. 
Albert  is  associated  with  his  father  in  business.  During  the  war  he  trained 
for  the  radio  service.  Mildred  is  the  wife  of  George  H.  Bunker,  a  hardware 
merchant  of  Turtle  Lake.  Laura  is  a  student  at  the  University  at  Madison. 
Anna  is  attending  the  public  schools  of  Turtle  Lake.  The  family  faith  is  that 
of  the  Lutheran  church.  Christopher  Blix  came  of  a  family  of  Norwegian 
gentlefolk,  the  family  name  having  been  well  known  in  that  country  for  many 
centuries.  He  was  a  sailor  and  fisherman,  and  all  his  years  was  captain  of  a 
coastwise  freighter  in  his  native  land  until  death.  After  a  long  and  useful 
life  he  met  death  by  drowning  in  the  sea  which  he  loved  so  well  and  which  for 
a  lifetime  he  had  followed.  His  wife  died  in  1876.  They  had  a  family  of  seven 
children,  four  boys  and  three  girls.  Olea  is  the  wife  of  John  H.  Leland,  a 
farmer  living  near  Bloomer,  Wis.  Christina  is  the  wife  of  Olaf  Lind,  a  mer¬ 
chant  of  Eau  Claire.  Leonharda  is  the  wife  of  Anton  Lind,  of  Auburn,  New 
York.  A.  O.  is  a  merchant  of  Turtle  Lake.  John,  a  graduate  of  the  University 
of  Wisconsin  and  an  attorney  of  Eau  Claire,  is  now  dead.  Albert,  who  is  also 
now  dead,  was  a  teacher  and  banker  in  North  Dakota.  Bernhard,  like  his 
father,  was  drowned  in  Norway. 

Abraham  O.  Cornwall,  business  man  of  Turtle  Lake,  was  born  in  Cornwell, 
Province  of  Quebec,  Canada,  May  4,  1861,  son  of  Thomas  and  Sarah  (Ervin) 
Cornwall,  natives  respectively  of  England  and  Canada.  The  father  died  when 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  an  infant,  and  the  mother  brought  the  family  to  ' 
the  States,  and  settled  at  Augusta,  Wis.  There  young  Abraham  0.  was  reared 
and  educated,  graduating  from  the  Augusta  High  School  in  1879.  For  some 
years  he  worked  on  the  home  farm  helping  to  support  the  family.  At  the  age 
of  twenty  he  located  in  Perley,  Barron  County,  this  state,  and  for  six  years 
was  employed  in  the  lath  mills.  In  1884  he  bought  60  acres  of  land  in  Section 
17,  Almena  Township.  This  was  all  wild.  He  broke  and  cleared  it,  and  carried 
on  general  farming  for  some  years.  In  1912  he  came  to  Turtle  Lake,  and  for 
five  years  he  worked  in  a  potato  house.  In  1917  his  son  purchased  the  present 
pool  and  billiard  hall,  and  since  that  time  he  has  been  in  that  business.  Mr. 
Cornwall  was  married  at  Perley  Nov.  6,  1884,  to  Bettie  A.  Bensend,  daughter 
of  John  and  Christine  (Anderson)  Bensend.  early  settlers  of  Almena  Town¬ 
ship.  Of  the  five  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cornwall  there  are  now  living 
four.  William  B.  is  a  physician  of  Amery,  this  state.  Arthur  G.  is  a  pro¬ 
gressive  business  man  of  Turtle  Lake.  Leslie  L.  lives  in  St.  Paul.  Anna  is 
employed  in  the  Security  State  Bank  of  Turtle  Lake. 

Donovan  A.  O'Brien,  D.  D.  S.,  a  skilled  dental  practitioner,  located  at  Turtle 
Lake,  is  widely  known  in  this  part  of  the  county.  He  has  pleasant,  well- 
equipped  offices,  he  keeps  well  abreast  of  the  times  by  wide  reading,  and  his 
ability  and  personality  have  built  up  a  good  clientele  in  village  and  country. 
He  was  born  at  Augusta,  Wis.,  Jan.  20,  1894,  son  of  Charles  M.  and  Anna  E. 
(Rouse)  O’Brien,  he  a  native  of  that  village,  and  she  a  native  of  Minnesota. 
For  over  a  quarter  of  a  century  the  father  was  engaged  in  the  creamery  busi¬ 
ness  at  Augusta.  In  1917  he  retired  and  moved  to  Turtle  Lake,  where  he  and 
his  wife  now  reside.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  only  child.  He  was 
reared  in  Augusta,  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  graded  schools 


,y  Google 


172 


HISTORY  OF  BARRON  COUNTY 


there,  and  was  graduated  from  the  High  school  in  1913.  Then  he  took  up  the 
study  of  dental  surgery  and  oral  hygiene  at  the  University  of  Iowa,  and  gradu¬ 
ated  in  1916,  with  the  degree  of  D.  D.  S.  That  fall  he  opened  his  office  at  Turtle 
Lake,  and  his  success  was  apparent  from  the  start.  At  the  entry  of  the  United 
States  into  the  World  War,  he  offered  his  service  to  his  government,  served  five 
and  one-half  months  at  Camp  Grant,  and  on  Jan.  28,  1918,  was  ordered  to 
the  Kelley  Field,  where  he  was  commissioned  a  lieutenant  in  the  Dental  Reserve 
Corps.  He  was  discharged  Dec.  24,  1918,  and  at  once  resumed  his  private 
practice.  Fraternally,  Dr.  O'Brien  is  a  Blue  Lodge  Mason.  He  was  married 
at  Augusta,  Oct.  26,  1919,  to  Wilmah  Cox,  of  Augusta. 

Clifton  D.  Cochran,  a  representative  Barron  County  farmer  and  dairyman, 
is  one  of  the  stirring  citizens  of  Turtle  Lake  Township,  president  and  manager 
of  the  Turtle  Lake  Co-operative  Creamery,  and  one  who  is  interested  in  every¬ 
thing  pertaining  to  the  good  of  the  community  in  which  he  resides.  He  was 
born  in  Hall  Township,  Bureau  County,  Illinois,  March  1,  1865,  son  of  David  A. 
and  Melissa  (Dewey)  Cochran,  and  a  grandson  of  David  Cochran.  It  was 
in  1848  that  the  Cochran  family  came  from  New  York  State  to  Bureau  County, 
Illinois,  where  in  1864  David  A.  Cochran  married  Melissa  Dewey,  born  in  New 
York  State,  of  which  state  her  parents  were  natives.  She  was  a  cousin  to  Ad¬ 
miral  Dewey,  the  hero  of  Manila.  After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  A. 
Cochran  settled  on  a  farm  in  Westfield  Township,  that  county,  and  in  course  of 
time  a  family  of  seven  children  grew  up  around  them,  namely:  Clifton  D.,  of 
Turtle  Lake  Township;  David,  deceased;  Fred,  of  Stanislaus  County,  California; 
Charles,  who  is  operating  a  grain  elevator  at  Utica,  Ill.;  Elizabeth,  deceased; 
Jennie,  who  is  unmarried  and  resides  at  Moline,  Ill. ;  and  Lillian,  now  Mrs.  Fred 
Mouden,  her  husband  being  an  Illinois  farmer.  David  Cochran,  the  father, 
died  July  1,  1881.  His  wife,  Melissa,  died  in  November,  1906.  Clifton  D. 
Cochran  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  and  acquired  a  common  school  educa¬ 
tion.  After  his  father’s  death  he  remained  at  home  with  his  mother,  with  the 
exception  of  two  years  or  less,  until  he  came  to  Barron  County.  On  March  12, 
1891,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Sylvia  S.  A.  Cheeseman,  who  was  born  in 
Bureau  County,  Illinois,  July  15,  1863,  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Par¬ 
ker)  Cheeseman.  Her  parents  were  natives  of  England.  They  came  to  Bureau 
County,  Illinois,  prior  to  the  Civil  War.  Mr.  Cochran  resided  with  his  wife 
on  his  mother’s  farm  until  the  fall  of  1906,  when  he  went  to  Ladd,  Ill.,  where 
he  remained  until  the  spring  of  1908.  He  then  came  to  Barron  County  and 
bought  a  partially  improved  farm  of  160  acres  in  Sections  7  and  8,  Turtle  Lake 
Township.  Among  the  improvements  was  a  good  frame  house.  In  1910  he 
erected  a  good  frame  barn,  36  by  70  by  18,  with  a  stone  basement  under  56 
feet  of  its  length.  In  the  spring  of  1921  he  bought  an  adjoining  tract  of  80 
acres  on  Section  8.  He  has  now  about  90  acres  under  the  plow  and  is  doing  a 
general  farming  and  dairy  business  with  profitable  results,  milking  from  18 
to  22  cows  of  Guernsey  grades.  Since  December,  1917,  he  has  been  president 
and  manager  of  the  Turtle  Lake  Co-operative  Creamery.  He  has  identified  him¬ 
self  closely  with  the  affairs  of  his  township  and  has  been  chairman  of  the 
town  board  since  1914.  He  is  also  serving  as  treasurer  of  his  school  district. 
No.  1,  and  his  interest  in  educational  matters  covers  a  long  period,  as  he  served 
his  school  district  in  Illinois,  in  one  capacity  or  another,  for  21  years.  For 
some  years,  Mr.  Cochran  was  a  member  of  Levi  Lusk  Lodge,  No.  270,  A.  F.  and 
A.  M.,  of  Arlington,  Ill.,  and  is  now  a  member  of  Turtle  Lake  Lodge,  No.  313, 
of  which  he  was  the  first  master.  He  also  belongs  to  Turtle  Lake  Lodge,  No. 
328,  I.  O.  O.  F.  Though  not  a  member,  he  served  the  Baptist  Church  of  West- 
field  Township,  Bureau  County,  Illinois,  for  a  number  of  years  as  trustee. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cochran,  five  children  have  been  born:  Carrie,  May  27,  1892; 
Walter  J.,  July  8,  1895;  Jean,  March  5,  1898;  Sylvia,  Dec.  31,  1900;  and  David, 
Oct.  2,  1903.  Carrie  is  now  the  wife  of  Walter  Barber  of  Turtle  Lake  Town¬ 
ship,  and  has  three  children,  Dorothy,  Clifton  and  Raymond.  Walter  J.  mar¬ 
ried  Martha  Jones,  daughter  of  William  and  Ellen  Jones  of  this  township  and 
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has  one  child,  Laura.  Walter,  who  recently  became  his  father’s  partner,  is 
living  on  the  home  place.  Jean  and  Sylvia,  who  are  unmarried,  were  graduated 
from  the  Turtle  Lake  High  School  in  the  fall  of  1919.  The  former  is  living  at 
home  and  the  latter  teaching  school.  David  resides  on  the  home  farm,  assist¬ 
ing  his  father  and  brother.  Mrs.  Cochran  is  a  member  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 

John  C.  Rowland,  now  deceased,  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  and  for  many 
years  a  prominent  figure  in  the  life  of  Barron  Township,  had  an  important  part 
in  the  development  of  this  region.  As  chairman  of  the  township  for  many 
years  during  the  days  of  its  early  progress,  he  did  most  efficient  service,  both 
for  the  town  and  for  the  county.  He  was  especially  active  in  laying  out 
and  improving  roads.  He  foresaw  the  possibilities  of  the  county,  and  with 
keen  judgment  realized  that  agriculture  could  never  be  successfully  con¬ 
ducted  with  profit  to  the  farmer,  unless  the  roads  were  such  as  to  make 
marketing  safe  and  easy.  Accordingly,  he  devoted  much  of  his  attention  to 
development  along  these  lines.  He  was  a  real  leader  among  his  fellows  and  his 
judgment  was  often  sought  by  his  neighbors  in  personal  as  well  as  in  public 
affairs.  He  took  much  joy  in  his  home  and  in  his  family,  he  was  a  good  and 
useful  citizen  in  every  respect,  and  his  death  on  Nov.  1,  1914,  was  sincerely 
mourned.  John  C.  Rowland  was  born  near  Jamestown,  in  Chautauqua  County, 
New  York,  Oct.  20,  1845,  the  son  of  Samuel  and  Sarah  (Cowan)  Rowland,  both 
natives  of  that  state.  He  received  such  education  as  was  offered  in  the  neigh¬ 
boring  schools  and  learned  farming  with  his  parents.  When  but  little  more 
than  a  youth,  he  enlisted  in  Co.  A,  112th  New  York  Vol.  Inf.  and  served  for 
three  years.  He  escaped  without  a  wound,  but  was  severely  sunstruck,  from 
which  he  suffered  for  some  time  afterward.  Upon  his  discharge,  he  returned 
to  New  York  State  and  continued  farming.  In  1881  he  came  to  Barron  County 
and  took  a  homestead  of  120  acres  in  Barron  Township.  This  was  then  wild 
timber  land.  He  built  a  frame  house  and  a  log  barn,  and  started  to  establish 
for  himself  a  home  and  a  farm.  A  little  later  he  built  a  better  set  of  build¬ 
ings.  Everything  was  swept  away  in  the  great  fire  of  1898.  Undaunted,  he 
then  started  anew,  and  put  up  a  good  house,  barn,  and  other  structures.  In 
1914  he  sold  out  under  advantageous  circumstances.  Previous  to  this  he  had 
purchased  160  acres  in  Section  29,  Stanfold  Township.  This  was  partly  im¬ 
proved,  and  a  frame  house  and  barn  had  been  erected.  He  had  improved  it 
by  building  a  granary,  machine  sheds  and  other  structures.  His  death  came 
soon  after  selling  and  he  died  on  the  old  homestead.  Then  his  widow  and  son, 
Carl,  moved  to  the  farm  he  had  purchased  in  Section  29,  Stanfold  Township. 
They  carry  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  have  a  good  herd  of  cattle,  and 
hold  stock  in  the  Barron  Creamery  Co.  at  Barron.  Mr.  Rowland  was  married 
at  Clintonville,  New  York,  Sept.  16,  1865,  to  Serena  E.  Forbush,  who  was  born 
at  South  Valley,  Cattaraugus  County,  New  York,  April  1,  1848,  the  daughter 
of  Daniel  and  Louisa  (Covell)  Rowland,  natives  respectively  of  New  York 
State  and  Massachusetts.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rowland  had  four  children:  William 
H.,  Carl  J.,  and  Everett  L.  and  Evelyn  L.,  twins.  William  H.  was  born  Dec.  17, 
1870,  and  died  Nov.  26,  1871.  Carl  J.  was  born  Oct.  11,  1871.  Like  his  father 
before  him,  he  stands  high  in  the  community,  is  a  good  farmer  and  a  good  citi¬ 
zen,  and  believes  in  taking  his  share  in  everything  that  is  for  the  betterment 
or  progress  of  the  community.  The  twins  were  born  Sept.  12,  1888.  Everett 
L.  died  in  infancy.  Evelyn  L.  married  Otto  Maack,  of  Barron,  and  they  have 
four  children:  Lawrence  (deceased),  Liiiaus,  Merlyn  and  Florence. 

August  Tangwall,  a  representative  farmer  of  Section  5,  Stanfold  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  Sweden,  March  29,  1853,  the  son  of  Frederick  Peterson  and 
Lola  Anderson,  both  of  whom  spent  the  span  of  their  lives  in  the  farming  dis¬ 
tricts  of  Sweden.  He  attended  the  common  schools  of  his  parish,  and  for  some 
years  farmed  with  his  father.  He  was  married  in  his  native  country  and  in 
1887  came  to  America  and  located  at  Omaha,  Neb.  Later  he  worked  in  a  stone 
quarry  at  Nehawka,  that  state.  With  the  money  that  he  saved  there,  he  came 
to  Barron  County  in  1898,  and  bought  his  present  farm  of  80  acres.  It  was  then 
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covered  with  hardwood  and  pine.  There  he  built  a  small  frame  house  and  barn 
and  started  clearing  up  the  land.  In  1906  he  built  a  larger  house  and  barn,  and 
in  1919  he  put  up  a  granary,  machine  shed  and  other  structures,  making  him  a 
fine  set  of  buildings.  He  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying  and  has  a 
good  herd  of  graded  cattle.  His  farm  is  well  equipped  with  tools  and  ma¬ 
chinery.  Mr.  Tangwall  was  married  in  Sweden,  Oct.  6,  1881,  to  Carolena  Head- 
len,  who  was  born  in  Sweden,  June  20,  1856,  the  daughter  of  Hans  Frederick 
and  Catherine  Headlen,  who  spent  the  span  of  their  lives  in  that  country. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tangwall  have  four  children:  Algot  A.,  Selma  R.,  Arvid  O.  and 
Elsie.  Algot  A.  was  born  Aug.  27,  1882.  He  has  purchased  40  acres  in  Sec¬ 
tion  1,  Stanfold  Township,  on  which  he  is  building  a  barn  with  a  full  base¬ 
ment,  and  he  is  starting  to  develop  a  farm.  He  is  one  of  the  well-liked  men  of 
the  community,  is  popular  with  all  who  know  him,  and  is  getting  a  good  start 
in  life.  He  married  Florence  Blowers,  who  was  born  at  Rice  Lake,  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  William  and  Mary  Blowers,  the  former  of  whom  is  dead  and  the  latter  of 
whom  lives  in  Osceola,  Wis.  Mrs.  Algot  A.  Tangwall  died  Aug.  6,  1920,  leav¬ 
ing  three  children,  Merrill,  Dewey  and  Esther.  Selma  R.  was  born  Dec.  11, 
1884,  and  lives  at  home  with  her  parents.  Arvid  0.  was  born  April  9,  1894. 
He  was  inducted  into  the  United  States  service  Sept.  19,  1917,  trained  at  Camp 
Grant,  Rockford,  Ill.,  went  to  Camp  Merritt,  New  Jersey,  May  14,  1918,  for 
overseas  equipment,  sailed  for  France  with  the  First  Provisional  Company, 
13th  Engineers,  landed  in  France,  March  28,  1918,  and  saw  active  service  at 
Verdun.  He  returned  to  the  States,  May  16,  1919.  Elsie  was  born  Oct.  24,  1896, 
and  died  Jan.  25,  1897.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Swedish  Lutheran 
Church. 

Fred  Burton,  a  successful  farmer  of  Section  26,  Stanfold  Township,  was 
born  in  Quebec,  Canada,  Jan.  22,  1874,  the  son  of  Seford  and  Almen  (Demars) 
Burton.  The  father,  as  a  young  man,  served  three  years  and  three  months  in 
the  Civil  War.  After  the  war  he  went  to  Canada.  Later  he  came  back  to  the 
States,  and  located  in  Rice  Lake  Township,  this  county.  He  died  in  May,  1907, 
and  his  widow  now  lives  in  Rice  Lake  City.  Fred  came  to  Rice  Lake  Town¬ 
ship  with  his  parents  and  remained  at  home  until  he  was  eighteen  years,  at¬ 
tending  school  and  helping  his  father  on  the  farm.  Then  he  entered  the  em¬ 
ploy  of  the  Rice  Lake  Lumber  Co.,  working  in  sawmills  and  in  the  lumber 
woods.  In  1913  he  bought  a  partly  improved  farm  in  Sumner  Township.  Three 
years  later  he  sold  out,  and  then  rented  for  a  while.  In  1918  he  bought  a 
farm  in  Stanfold  Township.  This  he  sold  the  same  year,  and  then  lived  in 
Rice  Lake  for  a  few  months.  In  1919,  he  bought  his  present  place  of  80 
acres  in  Section  26,  Stanfold  Township.  It  has  a  good  frame  house,  a  barn 
with  full  basement,  and  other  suitable  buildings.  Mr.  Burton  successfully 
carries  on  general  farming,  and  dairying,  and  has  a  good  herd  of  cattle,  headed 
by  a  full-blooded  Holstein  sire.  He  believes  in  modern  methods,  he  is  grad¬ 
ually  improving  his  farm,  and  he  already  has  a  good  start  in  life.  Fraternally, 
he  is  a  popular 'member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  Mr.  Burton  was 
married  Jan.  23,  1893,  at  Rice  Lake,  to  Nabelia  Amans,  daughter  of  Andrew  and 
Mary  (Demars)  Amans,  natives  of  Canada,  and  for  many  years  farmers  in 
Barron  County,  the  former  of  whom  died  Sept.  23,  1916,  and  the  latter  of  whom 
lives  in  Rice  Lake.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burton  have  two  children :  Raymond  W.  and 
Laverne  A.,  born  Feb.  6,  1896,  and  May  21,  1898,  respectively. 

Nels  P.  Nelson  has  lived  on  his  present  farm  in  Section  23,  Stanfold 
Township,  for  thirty  years,  and  in  that  time  has  built  up  a  good  place.  He 
came  here  from  Pewaukee,  Waukesha  County,  this  state,  in  1891,  and  secured 
his  present  tract  of  80  acres,  then  consisting  of  wild  cut-over  land.  He  built 
a  log  house  and  barn,  and  cleared  up  some  of  the  land,  and  was  getting  a  good 
start  in  life,  when  everything  was  swept  away  by  the  great  fire  of  1898.  He 
set  to  work  with  a  will,  however,  and  soon  had  a  new  frame  house  and  barn 
erected.  As  prosperity  increased  he  was  later  enabled  to  build  a  better  house, 
a  good  barn  with  full  basement,  a  garage,  a  granary,  machine  sheds  and  other 
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buildings.  He  here  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  hav¬ 
ing  a  good  herd  of  graded  cattle,  headed  by  a  Holstein  sire.  He  sells  cream 
to  the  cheese  factory  at  Pleasant  View,  in  which  he  is  one  of  the  stockholders. 
He  was  born  in  Denmark,  May  13,  1866,  the  son  of  George  and  Mary  Nelson, 
who  are  still  farming  in  Norway.  He  attended  the  excellent  government 
schools  of  his  native  land,  and  learned  farming  thoroughly  from  his  father. 
He  came  to  America  in  1889,  and  located  at  Pewaukee,  Waukesha  County, 
Wis.,  from  which  place  in  1891  he  came  to  Barron  County.  Mr.  Nelson  was 
married  Jan.  14,  1897,  in  Jefferson  County,  this  state,  to  Lizzie  Ziegelmann, 
daughter  of  Herman  and  Augusta  Ziegelmann,  both  now  deceased.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Nelson  have  four  children:  Sophie,  born  Nov.  2,  1899,  is  a  bookkeeper. 
Mabel,  born  June  15,  1901,  is  teaching  school.  Nora,  born  May  17,  1903,  is  at¬ 
tending  school.  Frances,  born  Aug.  17,  1905,  is  attending  school.  The  family 
faith  is  that  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

George  A.  Labree,  an  energetic  farmer  of  Section  33,  Stanfold  Township, 
was  born  at  Red  Lake  Falls,  Red  Lake  County,  in  northwestern  Minnesota, 
Feb.  7,  1880,  the  son  of  Adolph  and  Emma  (Severson)  Labree,  natives  respec¬ 
tively  of  Canada  and  Norway.  The  Labree  family  were  the  first  to  settle  in 
the  region  north  of  Rice  Lake,  and  have  been  prominent  people  here  for  over 
a  half  a  century.  The  father  went  to  Missouri  as  a  young  man,  from  there  he 
went  to  northwestern  Minnesota,  and  from  there  to  Wisconsin,  finding  his  way 
to  Barron  County  by  way  of  Menomonie,  in  Dunn  County.  For  many  years  he 
farmed  north  of  Rice  Lake.  Later  he.  was  &  well-known  business  man  of  Rice 
Lake,  dealing  in  farm  implements  and  real  estate.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
came  to  Barron  County  with  the  family  in  1889.  He  attended  district  school 
for  a  while,  and  was  not  yet  in  his  ’teens  when  he  started  out  for  himself,  work¬ 
ing  in  the  woods,  in  lumber  yards  and  in  sawmills.  In  1897,  at  the  age  of 
seventeen,  he  entered  the  government  service,  as  a  lumber  cruiser,  or,  packer, 
attached  to  a  surveying  crew.  In  this  capacity  he  had  many  interesting  ex¬ 
periences  in  the  States,  in  Alaska  and  in  the  Philippines.  Among  those  in 
Alaska,  on  one  occasion  while  making  a  boat  journey,  the  boat  was  frozen  in 
and  he  and  his  companions  had  to  walk  over  the  ice  for  miles  to  Alaska  Junc¬ 
tion.  From  that  point  he  carried  a  box  of  crackers  weighing  21  pounds  208 
miles  to  the  Klondyke,  eating  jerked  meat  on  the  way,  as  the  crackers  were  for 
others.  A  loaf  of  bread  was  then  worth  $1.60;  In  the  States,  as  a  lumber 
cruiser,  he  packed  on  broncos,  dogs,  and  on  his  back,  provisions  for  the  various 
lumber  camps  in  the  western  mountain  section.  He  worked  in  the  woods  until 
he  was  married  and  since  than  has  rented  farms  for  the  past  eighteen  years. 
He  is  now  renting  a  good  farm  in  Section  33,  Stanfold  Township,  where  he  is 
successfully  carrying  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  He  has  a  good  herd 
of  cattle,  headed  by  a  pure-blooded  Holstein  sire.  A  man  of  wide  reading,  he 
believes  in  progressive  and  scientific  methods,  and  has  faith  in  the  future  of 
Barron  County.  He  has  got  a  good  start  and  is  already  well  along  the  road  to 
success.  In  religion  he  is  a  Catholic.  Mr.  Labree  was  married  in  Stanfold  Town¬ 
ship,  June  16,  1903,  to  Alice  Demars,  born  in  Cedar  Lake  Township,  July  11, 
1881,  the  daughter  of  Peter  and  Celner  (Robarge)  Demars,  natives  of  Canada, 
who  were  pioneers  in  that  township.  She  is  descended  on  both  sides  of  her 
house  from  people,  who,  like  the  Labrees,  were  among  the  first  settlers  north 
of  Rice  Lake,  and  who  have  been  leaders  in  the  affairs  of  this  vicinity  for  some 
half  a  century.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Libree  are  the  parents  of  five  children:  Selima 
R.  was  born  June  7,  1905;  Zella  M.  was  born  Aug.  27,  1907;  Nola  L.  was  born 
March  22,  1910;  Adolph  C.  was  born  April  3,  1901;  and  Violet  A.  was  born 
July  9,  1917. 

Wilhelm  Wille,  a  solid  and  substantial  farmer  of  Section  3,  Stanfold  Town¬ 
ship,  held  in  the  highest  esteem  by  all  who  know  him,  is  a  hard  working,  in¬ 
dustrious  citizen,  who  has  built  up  a  good  farm  by  energy  and  application,  and 
is  regarded  as  one  of  the  active  and  useful  men  of  the  community.  He  was 
born  in  Germany,  July  11,  1854,  the  son  of  Carl  and  Johanna  Wille.  He  at- 
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tended  the  common  schools  and  as  a  youth  worked  in  the  brick  yards.  He  came 
to  America  in  1880,  and  located  at  Milwaukee,  Wis.  Two  years  later,  in  1882, 
he  came  to  Rice  Lake,  this  county,  and  bought  160  acres  in  Section  3,  Stan- 
fold  Township.  This  was  then  covered  with  hardwood  timber.  Here  he  built 
a  log  nouse  and  log  barn,  and  started  to  clear  up  the  land.  As  the  years  passed, 
his  industry  and  hard  work  resulted  in  prosperity.  In  1907,  just  twenty-five 
years  after  he  came  onto  the  place,  he  built  a  pleasant  frame  house.  In  1916 
he  put  up  a  barn  with  a  full  basement,  granary,  machine  sheds,  sheep  house, 
swine  house  and  other  buildings.  Here  he  still  continued  to  successfully  carry 
on  general  farming  and  dairying  on  a  profitable  scale.  He  has  some  good  cat¬ 
tle,  sheep  and  swine,  and  the  farm  is  well  equipped  with  tools,  implements  and 
machinery.  Mr.  Wille  is  a  member  of  the  Farmers’  Equity  Exchange  and  a 
stockholder  in  the  Goodhope  Cheese  Co.,  owning  the  cheese  factory  in  Bear 
Lake  Township.  Mr.  Wille  was  married  at  Winneconne,  Winnebago  County, 
Minn.,  October,  1882,  to  Augusta  Weisner,  the  daughter  of  Carl  and  Fredericka 
Weisner,  who  brought  their  family  to  America  in  1881,  and  settled  in  Barron 
County,  Wisconsin.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wille  have  had  fourteen  children:  Minnie, 
Albert,  Paul,  Leo,  Lena,  Otto,  Mary,  Frederick,  William,  Arthur,  August,  Carl, 
Ella  and  Ida.  Minnie  was  born  Oct.  9,  1883,  is  married  and  lives  in  Montana. 
She  has  two  children:  Milyers  and  Orvel.  Albert  was  born  Jan.  6,  1886,  and  now 
lives  on  the  home  place.  Paul  was  born  March  19,  1886,  and  farms  in  Minnesota. 
Leo  was  born  July  24,  1887.  Lena,  born  Jan.  7,  1888,  married  Edgar  Demars, 
of  Rice  Lake  Township,  and  has  one  child,  Lucille.  Otto,  who  saw  action  in 
France  during  the  World  War,  was  born  March  1,  1889,  married  Clara  Bjerkin, 
has  one  child,  Eveline,  and  lives  in  Minnesota.  Mary  was  born  July  19,  1891. 
Frederick  married  Josephine  Bearkin,  and  lives  in  Minnesota.  He  is  a  veteran 
of  the  World  War,  having  served  with  the  United  States  forces  in  France  and 
Germany.  William  was  born  Dec.  11,  1895,  married  Anna  Schaud,  lives  in 
Stanfold  Township,  and  has  two  children,  Viola  and  Lena.  Arthur  was  born 
Dec.  28,  1896,  and  lives  on  the  home  place.  He  trained  in  army  camps  for  a 
while  during  the  World  War.  August  was  born  March  18,  1898.  Carl  was 
born  August  22,  1899.  Ella  was  born  March  29,  1902.  Ida  was  born  June  23, 

1905.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church. 

Anders  G.  Rahm,  a  respected  resident  of  Section  26,  Stanfold  Township, 
was  born  in  Sweden,  July  3,  1852,  and  was  there  reared.  He  received  a  good 
education,  and  being  a  man  of  considerable  mathematical  ability,  he  became 
a  government  surveyor.  This  profession  he  followed  for  many  years.  In 

1906,  however,  he  decided  to  seek  his  fortune  in  America.  Accordingly,  he 
came  to  this  country  and  in  time  found  his  way  to  Barron  County,  where  he 
purchased  120  acres  of  land  in  Section  26,  Stanfold  Township.  This  farm 
was  partly  improved,  and  a  small  barn  had  been  built.  Mr.  Rahm  put  up  a 
good  frame  house,  a  barn,  machinery  sheds  and  other  buildings,  and  started 
to  develop  the  place.  It  is  now  as  good  a  farm  as  can  be  found  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood,  with  well-kept  buildings,  well-tilled  acres,  suitable  fences,  good  stock, 
and  an  adequate  equipment  of  tools,  implements  and  machinery.  One  of  the 
features  of  the  place  is  an  excellent  and  productive  orchard.  Mr.  Rahm  suc¬ 
cessfully  farmed  until  1919,  when  he  turned  the  management  over  to  his  sons, 
Gustave  and  Warren  A.  He  and  his  wife  still  live  on  the  home  place.  He  is 
well  thought  of  by  all  who  know  him,  and  is  highly  regarded  for  his  worth, 
his  character  and  his  ability.  Mr.  Rahm  was  married  in  Sweden,  to  Anna 
Shieldburg,  who  was  born  July  29,  1852,  and  this  union  has  been  blessed  with 
seven  children:  Warned  A.,  Frieda,  Hedwig,  Jernon,  Gustave,  Andrea,  and 
Signa.  Warner  A.  was  born  July  17,  1893,  came  to  this  country  with  his  par¬ 
ents,  received  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  Sweden  and  America, 
and  learned  farming  from  his  father.  He  is  interested  with  his  brother,  Gus¬ 
tave,  in  the  management  of  the  home  farm,  but  is  working  as  a  motorman  on  the 
street  railway  system  in  Minneapolis.  Frieda  was  born  March  7,  1882.  She  is 
the  wife  of  Ferdinand  Ahlstrom,  of  Sweden,  and  has  seven  children.  Hedwig 
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was  born  Oct.  19,  1884.  She  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Ingstrum,  and  lives  in  Vine- 
land,  N.  J.  Jernon  was  born  in  Sweden,  Aug.  25,  1890,  married  Anna  Steel,  and 
lives  in  Minneapolis,  Minn.  Gustave  was  born  Sept.  23,  1902,  and  is  in  partner¬ 
ship  with  his  brother,  Warner  A.,  in  the  management  of  the  home  farm.  Andrea 
was  born  Aug.  22,  1887,  married  Julmer  Freeman,  of  Stanfold  Township,  and 
has  one  child,  Rune.  Signa  was  born  July  16,  1880,  married  A.  L.  Ingstrom,  of 
Minneapolis,  Minn.,  and  has  one  child,  Wesley.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the 
Swedish  Lutheran  Church. 

Frank  J.  Mlejnek,  an  energetic  farmer  of  Section  1,  Stanfold  Township, 
where  he  owns  a  good  farm  of  280  acres,  was  born  at  Webster,  S.  D.,  Oct.  4, 
1888,  the  son  of  John  and  Mary  (Slavick)  Mlejnek,  natives  of  Bohemia,  now 
living  in  Bear  Lake  Township.  Frank  J.  was  reared  on  the  home  farm,  and 
educated  in  the  South  Dakota  public  schools.  In  1911  he  started  out  for  him¬ 
self  by  renting  farms  in  that  state.  He  came  to  this  county  and  bought 
his  present  place  in  1918.  The  farm  was  then  partly  improved.  He  is  building 
it  up  into  a  good  place.  He  has  a  pleasant  home,  a  barn  with  full  basement, 
machine  sheds,  granary,  and  other  buildihgs.  He  is  successfully  carrying  on 
general  farming  and  dairying,  and  has  a  good  herd  of  cattle,  headed  by  a  full- 
blooded  Durham  sire.  His  machinery  and  equipment  are  good.  He  takes  pride 
in  the  appearance  of  his  place,  he  has  a  larger  farm  than  most  of  his  neighbors, 
and  he  is  planning  to  get  the  most  out  of  it  in  every  way.  Fraternally,  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Z.  C.  B.  J.  Mr.  Mlejnek  was  married  at  Rice  Lake,  Dec.  10,  1913, 
to  Christens  Havel,  the  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Amelia  Havel.  She  was  born 
in  Nebraska,  July  18,  1893,  came  to  this  county  in  1895,  and  located  in  Oak 
Grove.  The  father  was  killed  by  lightning  in  1906.  He  was  sitting  in  his  home 
in  Oak  Grove  Township,  holding  in  his  lap  his  son,  George,  then  about  three 
years  old.  The  lightning  killed  the  father,  and  stripped  the  clothing  and 
shoes  from  the  boy,  leaving  him  still  sitting  in  his  father’s  lap,  naked  but  un¬ 
harmed.  The  mother  is  still  living  on  the  home  farm.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mlejnek 
have  five  bright  children:  Mary,  born  Oct.  26,  1914;  Joseph,  born  Feb.  6,  1916; 
Hellen,  born  Aug.  6,  1917;  Edward,  born  Feb.  27,  1919;  and  Frank,  born  Aug. 
17,  1920. 

Fred  Weber,  an  energetic  farmer  of  Section  1,  Stanfold  Township,  was 
born  at  Tower  City,  N.  D.,  April  22,  1896,  the  son  of  John  and  Katherine 
(Valerius)  Weber,  natives  respectively  of  Germany  and  Minnesota.  After 
farming  for  some  years  in  North  Dakota,  they  came  to  Barron  County  in  1904, 
and  purchased  80  acres  in  Section  1,  Stanfold  Township,  where  they  started 
farming  once  more.  There  the  father  died  in  1905  and  the  mother  in  June, 
1913.  Fred  was  a  small  boy  when  he  came  to  this  county.  He  attended  the 
district  schools,  and  learned  farming  on  the  home  place.  He  has  gradually 
taken  over  its  management.  He  thoroughly  understands  his  business  and  is 
doing  good  work.  He  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying, 
and  has  a  good  herd  of  cattle,  headed  by  a  full-blooded  sire.  He  raises  good 
crops  and  is  already  well  along  the  road  to  success.  Mr.  Weber  was  married 
June  28,  1919,  at  Cameron,  in  this  county,  to  Margaret  Klossner,  who  was  born 
in  Le  Roy,  Minn.,  on  Nov.  14,  1898,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Anna  Barbara 
(Dick)  Klossner,  the  father  a  native  of  Switzerland  and  the  mother  of  Wis¬ 
consin,  who  came  to  this  locality  twelve  years  ago  and  now  live  at  Rice  Lake, 
in  this  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weber  have  one  son,  Leroy,  born  Feb.  1,  1920. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weber  are  both  well  liked  in  the  neighborhood,  they  are  active 
in  social  affairs,  and  their  home  is  always  open  to  their  friends. 

William  T.  Larson,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Section  23,  Stanfold  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  Denmark,  Jan.  15,  1875,  the  son  of  Christopher  and  Mar¬ 
garet  (Rasmussen)  Larson,  natives  of  that  country,  who  came  to  America  in 
1889  and  located  in  Waukesha  County,  Wisconsin,  where  he  died  the  next  year, 
the  mother  now  living  with  the  son,  William  T.,  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven 
years.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  attended  school  in  Denmark,  and  came  to 
this  country  with  his  parents  in  1889  as  a  boy  of  fourteen.  He  early  started  to 
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earn  his  own  living,  working  in  the  woods  and  on  farms.  He  bought  his  pres¬ 
ent  farm  in  1899.  It  was  then  a  wild  tract  of  cut-over  land,  with  the  frame  of 
a  house  standing  on  it.  He  has  developed  the  tract  into  a  good  farm  and  has 
put  up  a  good  frame  house,  a  barn  with  a  full  basement,  a  granary,  sheds  and 
other  buildings.  He  has  fenced  and  cultivated  the  land,  and  has  purchased 
good  equipment.  Here  he  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairy¬ 
ing,  and  has  a  good  herd  of  graded  Shorthorn  cattle.  He  is  a  man  of  good 
judgment  and  good  sense,  and  is  a  most  estimable  citizen  in  every  respect. 
He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Pleasant  View  Cheese  Co.  in  Rice  Lake  Township. 
Fraternally,  he  is  a  popular  member  of  the  Beavers.  Mr.  Larson  was  mar¬ 
ried  April  5,  1899,  in  Stanfold  Township,  to  Mrs.  Emma  Michaud,  who  was 
born  in  Rice  Lake  Township,  Feb.  22,  1869,  the  daughter  of  Henry  and  Char- 
lotta  (ShoDce)  Sawyer.  She  was  the  widow  of  D.  Michaud.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Larson  have  four  children:  Evelyn  C.  was  born  Aug.  4,  1901,  married  Roy 
Chapman,  of  Pewaukee,  and  has  twin  daughters,  Marjory  and  Dorothy.  Leona 
V.  was  born  April  6,  1903,  married  John  Hauck,  of  Oak  Grove,  and  has  one 
child,  Dewane.  Violet  C.  was  born  April  26,  1906.  Wanda  M.  was  born  Aug. 
19,  1909.  By  her  previous  marriage,  Mrs.  Larson  has  two  children:  Cisoree 
Michaud,  born  Aug.  20,  1890,  and  George  Michaud,  born  July  25,  1893. 

Thor  H.  Johnson,  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  pioneer  of  Barron  County, 
and  one  of  the  real  founders  and  builders  of  his  community,  came  here  in  1869, 
and  bought  160  acres  of  railroad  land  in  Section  19,  east,  Maple  Grove  Town¬ 
ship,  cleared  100  acres  and  opened  a  farm.  He  built  a  good  set  of  buildings, 
and  for  many  years  had  what  was  considered  the  best  and  largest  house  in 
this  part  of  the  county.  He  was  a  progressive  man,  he  believed  in  the  future 
of  the  county,  and  he  had  a  clear  vision  of  the  advantages  to  be  gained  by 
using  modern  methods  and  equipment.  With  this  thought  in  view,  he  was 
the  first  man  to  own  and  operate  a  threshing  machine  in  this  county,  thus 
inaugurating  a  new  era  in  farm  work.  He  was  also  a  horse  fancier,  and  raised 
and  owned  many  fine  animals.  But  it  was  not  alone  in  material  things  that  he 
took  part.  Being  a  thorough  believer  in  education,  as  he  was,  he  gave  an  acre 
of  land  for  a  school  site  to  District  No.  8,  was  a  promoter  of  the  project 
which  resulted  in  the  building  of  the  schoolhouse  there,  and  served  as  treas-. 
urer  of  the  board  for  many  years.  He  was  also  vitally  interested  in  town 
affairs,  helped  to  build  some  of  the  first  roads,  and  served  as  supervisor  for  a 
long  period.  In  many  other  ways,  he  took  part  in  the  progress  of  the  com¬ 
munity,  and  had  the  respect  and  admiration  of  all  who  knew  him,  his  reputa¬ 
tion  extending  far  beyond  the  borders  of  the  township  in  which  he  lived.  After 
a  busy  life,  filled  with  worthy  endeavor,  he  died  Nov.  2,  1914,  and  township 
and  county  united  in  mourning  the  loss  of  so  good  a  citizen.  .Thor  H.  John¬ 
son  was  born  Sept.  16,  1845,  in  Norway,  son  of  Oliver  and  Rena  (Johnson) 
Johnson,  who  brought  him  to  this  country  when  he  was  a  boy,  and  located  on  a 
farm  in  Illinois.  Shortly  after  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War  he  enlisted,  and 
served  until  the  close  of  that  conflict.  Upon  his  discharge  he  located  in  Chi¬ 
cago,  where  he  engaged  in  the  meat  business.  From  there  he  came  to  Barron 
County.  Mr.  Johnson  was  married  Oct.  26,  1867,  to  Anna  Larson,  who  died 
April  28,  1878,  leaving  six  children:  John,  Edward,  Thomas,  Henry,  Daniel 
and  Esther.  Jan.  1,  1881,  he. married  Wilhelmina  Storm,  daughter  of  John  and 
Sophia  (Greenquist)  Storm,  natives  of  Sweden,  who  came  to  America  in  1880, 
and  settled  in  Maple  Grove  Township,  this  county,  where  they  farmed  the 
remainder  of  their  lives,  the  father  dying  July,  1896,  and  the  mother,  March 
12,  1899.  By  this  marriage,  Mr.  Johnson  had  ten  children:  Alma,  born  Oct. 
29,  1881,  is  now  Mrs.  Fred  Richards,  at  Chetek,  this  county.  Melvin  was 
born  April  4,  1883,  and  is  a  farmer  in  Maple  Grove  Township.  Lena  was  born 
Dec.  25,  1885,  and  is  the  wife  of  John  Wetzel,  of  Maple  Grove  Township.  Emily 
was  born  Jan.  8,  1888,  and  is  a  trained  nurse  in  Minneapolis.  Myrtle  was  born 
Oct.  7,  1889,  and  is  now  Mrs.  Adolph  Olson,  of  Maple  Grove  Township.  Ralph 
L.  was  born  Aug.  6,  1892,  and  is  now  a  farmer  of  Maple  Grove  Township.  Fred 
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was  born  Aug.  30,  1894,  and  is  now  a  farmer  near  Chetek,  this  county.  Viola, 
born  March  8,  1897,  is  the  wife  of  Raymond  Hunt,  of  Maple  Grove  Township. 
Marion,  born  July  15,  1899,  is  now  Mrs.  Elmer  Malum,  living  near  Cameron,  this 
county.  Emmett  was  born  Aug.  21,  1902,  and  now  operates  the  farm  for  his 
mother. 

Ralph  L.  Johnson,  an  energetic  and  prosperous  farmer  owning  120  acres 
in  Section  17,  east,  Maple  Grove  Township,  was  born  in  the  township  where  he 
still  lives,  Aug.  6,  1892,  son  of  Thor  H.  and  Wilhelmina  (Storm)  Johnson.  He 
attended  the  district  school,  took  a  two-years’  course  at  the  Chetek  High 
School,  and  in  1910  was  graduated  from  the  Chippewa  Valley  Business  Col¬ 
lege  at  Chippewa  Falls.  Then  for  a  time  he  was  employed  by  the  Jenney, 
Semple  &  Hill  Wholesale  House  in  Minneapolis.  He  purchased  his  present 
place  in  1912.  Before  this,  in  addition  to  attending  school  and  working  in 
Minneapolis  for  a  while,  he  had  operated  the  home  farm  for  a  while  and  a  rented 
farm  for  some  three  years.  He  now  successfully  carries  on  general  farming 
and  dairying,  having  a  good  herd  of  Holsteins,  with  a  full-blooded  sire  at  the 
head,  and  a  good  drove  of  Duroc-Jersey  swine.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Johnson  is  a 
member  of  the  Mystic  Workers.  He  and  his  family  attend  the  Free  Mission 
Church.  Mr.  Johnson  was  married  April  10,  1917,  to  Garda  Olson,  daughter 
of  William  and  Alice  (Gullickson)  Olson,  natives  respectively  of  Wisconsin 
and  Norway,  the  former  of  whom  is  dead,  and  the  latter  of  whom  lives  in  Stan¬ 
ley  Township,  this  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  have  one  child,  Norma  W., 
born  July  1,  1918. 

James  Hansen,  agriculturist  and  prominent  man  of  affairs,  prosperous 
farmer  of  Section  22,  Stanfold  Township,  and  leading  public  official,  was  born 
in  Denmark,  July  15,  1871,  the  son  of  Lars  and  Sophia  (Peterson)  Hansen,  who 
came  to  the  United  States  in  1892,  and  located  at  Rice  Lake.  James  was  the 
first  of  the  family  to  come  to  America.  He  was  reared  and  educated  in  his 
native  land,  and  became  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  stock  raising  and  dairy¬ 
ing  interests  there.  Upon  coming  to  this  country  in  1890,  at  the  age  of  nine¬ 
teen  years,  he  located  at  Depere,  in  Brown  County,  this  state,  where  he  was 
variously  employed  on  farms,  in  sawmills  and  on  the  railroads.  In  1892  he 
came  to  Barron  County,  and  bought  a  tract  of  240  acres  in  Stanfold  Township, 
one-half  of  which  he  sold,  and  one-half  of  which  he  still  owns.  When  he  took 
it,  the  tract  was  still  wild.  He  put  up  a  log  house  and  a  log  barn,  and  started 
clearing  up  the  land.  At  first  he  had  only  a  yoke  of  cattle,  a  cow,  and  a  few 
tools.  Gradually  he  has  built  up  a  good  place,  and  now  has  as  good  a  farm 
as  is  to  be  found  in  the  neighborhood.  He  has  a  modern,  eight-room  home, 
equipped  with  running  water  and  other  conveniences.  The  barn  is  commodious, 
and  the  other  buildings  suitable  for  their  purpose.  His  equipment  in  tools, 
implements  and  machinery  is  excellent,  and  his  land  is  well  tilled  and  well 
fenced.  He  has  a  large  herd  of  Holsteins,  headed  by  a  full-blooded  sire.  Aside 
from  successfully  conducting  his  farm,  Mr.  Hansen  has  served  with  distinc¬ 
tion  in  many  public  positions.  He  was  first' elected  assessor,  and  in  this  capac¬ 
ity  showed  fairness  and  good  judgment.  Next  he  was  a  member  of  the  town 
board  for  some  years.  Subsequently,  he  was  town  clerk.  His  work  in  these 
responsible  positions  so  commended  itself  to  his  constituents  that  in  1914  he 
was  elected  to  his  present  position  as  chairman  of  the  township.  He  makes  a 
most  admirable  officer,  arid  is  in  favor  of  progress,  especially  in  regard  to  good 
roads.  His  interest  in  highways  has  been  the  distinguishing  feature  of  his 
excellent  service  on  the  county  board.  As  a  member  of  that  body  he  is  serv¬ 
ing  on  the  road  and  bridge  committee,  and  the  work  the  county  is  doing  in  the 
way  of  better  thoroughfares,  is  a  matter  of  especial  pride  with  him.  For 
many  years  he  has  shown  his  interest  in  education  by  serving  on  the  school 
board.  His  good  judgment  and  sound  sense  have  been  a  factor  in  the  success 
of  the  Citizens’  State  Bank  of  Rice  Lake,  of  which  he  is  a  director.  He  has 
done  energetic  and  aggressive  work  as  a  director  of  the  Barron  County  Fair 
Association.  All  in  all,  he  is  as  useful  a  man  as  can  be  found  in  the  commu- 
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nity,  and  he  stands  high  with  all  who  know  him  as  an  estimable  official,  farmer, 
friend  and  neighbor.  Mr.  Hansen  was  married  at  Rice  Lake,  Oct.  27,  1896, 
to  Olena  Sorenson,  who  was  born  at  Omaha,  Neb.,  Sept.  9,  1876,  the  daughter 
of  J.  C.  and  Sophia  Sorenson.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hansen  have  eleven  children: 
Agnes,  Flora,  James,  Lars,  Alice,  Irving,  Leonard,  Richard,  Milas,  Roger  and 
Loretta. 

John  Gronlund  is  building  up  a  good  farm  of  40  acres  in  Section  1,  Stan¬ 
fold  Township,  Highway  No.  12,  where  he  has  lived  for  a  dozen  years.  He 
is  one  of  the  estimable  men  of  the  community,  he  is  working  hard  to  develop 
his  place  and  conduct  it  successfully,  and  he  is  doing  well  at  general  farming 
and  dairying.  He  is  well  liked  throughout  the  community,  and  has  many 
friends,  both  among  his  present  neighbors  and  among  those  whom  he  knew  in 
his  lumbering  days.  He  and  his  wife  have  a  pleasant  home,  the  doors  are  al¬ 
ways  open  to  their  friends,  and  they  delight  in  extending  hospitality  to  all. 
He  has  good  equipment  and  good  stock,  and  is  making  general  improvements 
as  time  and  means  permit.  He  was  born  in  Sweden,  Nov.  4,  1871,  the  son  of 
Anders  and  Anna  (Marta)  Gronlund,  also  natives  of  that  county,  the  former 
being  a  carpenter  and  blacksmith  by  trade.  The  father  died  at  the  age  of  84, 
Sept.  16,  1914.  John  received  a  good  education  in  the  common  schools  of  his 
native  land,  and  there  grew  to  manhood.  He  came  to  America  with  his  par¬ 
ents  in  1894,  and  located  at  Grantsburg,  Wis.  For  some  years  thereafter, 
he  worked  in  the  lumber  woods  and  in  saw  mills.  After  some  time  the  father 
bought  a  wild  forty-acre ‘tract  in  Emerald,  Wis.,  but  having  but  little  money, 
and  being  old  and  sickly,  John  bought  it  from  him  and  helped  his  parents  to 
improve  it.  Then  John  sold  it  and  after  paying  all  his  debts  gave  his  parents 
most  of  the  money.  The  mother  died  in  Emerald,  Wis.,  in  August,  1905.  In 
1908,  John  Gronlund  purchased  his  present  place.  It  was  then  cut-over  timber 
land.  He  built  a  frame  house  and  a  log  barn  and  started  clearing  up  the  land. 
Later  he  erected  a  small  log  house  for  his  father.  He  has  broken,  tilled  and 
fenced  the  land,  has  put  an  addition  on  the  barn,  and  has  erected  sheds  and 
other  outbuildings.  Mr.  Gronlund  was  married  at  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  March 
31,  1906,  to  Matilda  Bergdahl,  who  was  born  in  Sweden  on  May  4,  1875,  the 
daughter  of  Frans  Johan  and  Mathilda  Cattrina  Bergdahl.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gron¬ 
lund  belonged  to  the  Lutheran  Church  and  now  attend  the  Free  Mission 
Church. 

William  Coleman,  retired  farmer  living  at  Rice  Lake,  was  born  in  Nebraska, 
and  was  there  reared  and  educated.  He  came  to  Wisconsin  in  1880,  and  with 
Eau  Claire  as  his  headquarters,  worked  for  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  for  fifteen 
years.  In  1895  he  took  a  homestead  in  Washburn  County,  not  far  from  this 
county.  He  cleared  the  entire  forty  acres,  put  up  a  good  set  of  buildings,  and 
successfully  carried  on  general  farming  until  1920,  when  he  retired  and  moved 
to  Rice  Lake  where  he  purchased  a  pleasant  home.  His  wife  died  in  1885  and 
he  married  Gertie  St.  Clair.  The  three  children  in  the  family  are:  John,  Ger¬ 
trude,  now  Mrs.  Milo  Curtis,  and  Harry. 

Harry  Coleman,  well  known  and  energetic  garage  man  at  Brill,  is  well 
versed  in  machinery,  knows  how  to  handle  the  public,  and  is  doing  a  good  local 
and  tourist  trade.  He  does  general  repairing  of  all  kinds  and  handles  a  good 
line  of  accessories.  The  village  is  well  located  for  such  a  business,  and  Mr. 
Coleman  is  making  the  most  of  his  opportunities.  He  was  born  in  Juneau 
County,  this  state,  April  6,  1882,  son  of  William  and  Effie  (Wright)  Coleman. 
He  was  brought  to  Washburn  County,  just  over  the  line  from  Barron  County, 
in  1885,  and  was  there  reared.  He  attended  the  district  school  at  Brill,  and 
helped  at  home  with  the  farm  work.  In  1904  he  became  a  stationary  engineer. 
This  line  he  successfully  followed  until  1919  when  he  opened  his  present 
establishment.  Mr.  Coleman  married  Angie  Coleman,  born  at  Mauston,  Wis., 
daughter  of  Frank  and  Carrie  (St.  Clair)  Coleman,  the  former  of  whom  is  dead 
and  the  latter  of  whom  still  lives  at  that  place.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Coleman 
have  five  children :  Nine,  Grace,  Effie,  Arnold  and  Ester  Lilly. 
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Carl  G.  Frederickson,  prominent  citizen,  town  official  and  successful  farmer 
of  Section  27,  Stanfold  Township,  was  born  in  Sweden,  April  27,  1872,  the 
son  of  Fred  Oleson  and  Anna  Cedar,  also  natives  of  that  country.  The  father 
was  employed  for  many  years  in  Sweden  as  a  foreman  in  lumber  yards.  In 
1904  he  retired,  and  came  to  America,  and  located  in  Stanfold,  where  he  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  died  in  1906.  His  wife  died  in  1918.  Carl 
G.  was  reared  in  Sweden,  there  attended  school,  and  was  reared  to  manhood. 
For  a  while  he  worked  for  his  father  in  the  lumber  yards.  He  came  to  America 
in  1891  and  located  at  Rice  Lake,  Wis.,  where  he  was  employed  for  some  years 
in  the  hub  and  spoke  factory.  In  1902  he  bought  his  present  place  of  80 
acres.  It  was  then  partly  cleared,  and  a  log  house  and  barn  had  been  erected. 
To  the  improvement,  development  and  operation  of  this  place  he  has  since 
devoted  his  attention,  with  the  best  of  results.  In  1910  he  built  a  frame 
barn,  in  1913  he  put  up  a  pleasant  home,  and  in  1918  he  added  a  silo,  machine 
sheds  and  other  buildings.  He  carries  on  general  farming,  stock  raising  and 
dairying,  and  has  a  well-equipped  farm  and  a  good  herd  of  stock.  He  is  a 
stockholder  in  the  Barron  Creamery  Co.  at  Barron,  and  in  the  Consumers’ 
Store  at  Rice  Lake.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  popular  member  of  the  Modern  Wood¬ 
men  of  America.  In  public  affairs,  Mr.  Frederickson  has  taken  an  active  part 
for  many  years.  In  1908  he  was  elected  town  clerk,  and  in  this  position  he  has 
since  served  with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  voters.  He 
is  painstaking  in  keeping  the  records,  he  has  the  interest  of  the  town  at  heart, 
and  he  makes  a  most  efficient  and  conscientious  official.  He  has  likewise  done 
good  work  as  a  member  of  the  School  Board  for  some  twelve  years  past,  and 
is  now  the  treasurer.  Mr.  Frederickson  was  married  at  Minneapolis,  Minn., 
to  Christena  L.  Johnson,  who  was  born  in  Sweden,  on  Oct.  8,  1875,  the 
daughter  of  Isaac  and  Marie  (Dahlberg)  Johnson,  both  now  deceased.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Frederickson  have  eight  children:  Eline  A.,  born  Oct.  22,  1895,  who 
married  William  Anderson,  of  Stanfold  Township,  and  has  two  children,  Vivian 
E.  and  Dorris  V.;  Carl  F.,  born  Aug.  14,  1897;  Ernest  V.,  born  March  8,  1900; 
Oscar  was  born  Dec.  31,  1904;  Elsie  M.,  born  July  21,  1907;  Frieda  C.,  born 
Aug.  5,  1909;  Esther  E.,  born  March  5,  1912;  and  Hilding  A.,  born  March  21, 
1915.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church. 

James  A.  Smith,  Chetek  photographer,  and  formerly  for  many  years  in¬ 
terested  in  the  shipbuilding  industry,  has  a  successful  studio,  is  an  artist  in 
his  profession,  and  is  a  man  of  wide  experience,  genial  personality,  and  pleas¬ 
ing  temperament.  He  was  born  in  Greenbush,  Maine,  Jan.  25,  1867,  the  son 
of  Charles  W.  and  Nancy  (Philbrook)  Smith,  the  former  of  whom  was  a  native 
of  the  neighboring  town  of  Greenfield.  James  A.  was  reared  in  his  native  state 
and  was  there  educated.  As  a  youth,  he  entered  the  employ  of  A.  L.  Young, 
dealer  in  ship  timbers,  of  Auburn,  Maine,  for  whom  he  got  out  ship  timber  for 
many  years;  first  in  Maine,  New  Hampshire  and  Vermont;  then,  beginning  with 
1889,  in  Canada;  later,  beginning  with  1893,  at  Cameron,  Barron  County,  this 
state;  and  finally,  beginning  with  1899,  in  Glen  Flora,  in  Rusk  County,  this 
state.  In  the  meantime  he  had  become  an  enthusiastic  amateur  photographer, 
and  decided  to  take  up  that  line  as  a  profession.  Consequently,  in  1904,  he 
opened  a  studio  at  New  Auburn,  in  Chippewa  County.  In  1906  he  opened  a 
studio  at  Cameron,  in  this  county;  and  in  March,  1908,  opened  his  present 
studio  at  Chetek.  He  does  artistic  photography,  sells  amateur  supplies  and 
looks  after  amateur  finishing  and  enlarging,  and  also  has  a  good  framing 
department.  Mr.  Smith  was  married  at  Arundle,  Quebec,  Canada,  to  Mar¬ 
garet  Dubeau,  a  native  of  that  place.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with 
four  children:  Ozro  John,  Alfred  ,W.,  Helen  Gladys  and  Inez  Evelyn.  Ozro 
John  was  born  in  Canada,  April  30,  1892,  became  a  marine  engineer,  and  is 
now  in  Mexico.  Alfred  W.  was  born  in  Cameron,  this  county,  July  28,  1899, 
and  is  now  a  Chetek  tailor.  Helen  Gladys  was  born  at  Glen  Flora,  this  state, 
Oct.  29,  1905.  Inez  Evelyn  was  born  in  Cameron,  this  county,  July  19,  1907. 

Charles  A.  Abbott,  expert  pharmacist  and  prominent  citizen,  is  one  of  the 
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leading  business  men  of  Chetek,  and  his  establishment  does  much  to  give  that 
city  the  metropolitan  air  and  modern  spirit  so  much  admired  by  the  summer 
visitors  and  the  travelers.  He  is  a  native  of  this  state,  born  in  Polk  County, 
July  16,  1876,  the  son  of  C.  W.  and  Elizabeth  (Coombs)  Abbott,  the  former  of 
whom  was  for  many  years  a  mill  man,  and  is  now  farming  in  Lincoln  Town¬ 
ship  near  Amery,  in  Polk  County.  Charles  A.  attended  the  district  schools 
of  Polk  County,  and  then  entered  the  Amery  High  School,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1906.  He  early  became  interested  in  the  drug  business,  and  even 
while  at  school  spent  his  spare  time  in  a  local  drug  store.  After  graduation 
he  continued  to  work  in  the  drug  store  for  a  year.  He  then  entered  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Minnesota  at  Minneapolis,  and  was  graduated  in  pharmacy  from  that 
institution  in  1908.  Then  he  became  prescription  clerk  for  the  Danielson 
Drug  Co.  at  Amery.  With  this  experience,  he  subsequently  worked  in  drug 
stores  at  Minot,  N.  D.,  and  Ladysmith,  Ashland  and  Hayward,  Wis.  In  1912, 
he  came  to  Chetek  and  purchased  the  drug  business  of  W.  R.  Hath  way.  This 
business  he  has  developed  into  one  of  the  finest  drug  establishments  in  the 
county.  A  specialty  is  made  of  the  compounding  of  drugs,  at  which  Mr.  Abbott 
is  an  expert.  The  other  lines,  however,  are  not  neglected,  and  the  store  car¬ 
ries  an  unusually  complete  supply  of  confectionery,  stationery,  cigars,  tobac¬ 
cos,  smokers’  supplies,  school  supplies,  books,  toilet  articles  and  various  novel¬ 
ties.  A  soda  water  fountain  is  also  maintained.  The  fittings  are  modern  and 
sightly,  while  the  chemical  department  is  most  excellently  equipped  with  scien¬ 
tific  conveniences.  Mr.  Abbott  has  taken  a  deep  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the 
community,  and  has  done  most  excellent  work  on  the  school  board.  He  is  a 
stockholder  in  the  Farmers  &  Merchants  Bank  of  Chetek,  and  in  the  Barron 
County  Canning  Co.,  of  Chetek.  In  the  Masonic  Order  he  belongs  to  the  Blue 
Lodge  at  Chetek,  and  the  Chapter  at  Rice  Lake.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Elks  at  Chippewa.  Mr.  Abbott  was  married  March  26,  1909,  to  Minnie  Marie 
Pergandie,  and  this  union  has  been  blessed  with  four  children:  Blanche  and 
Beatrice,  deceased;  and  Mildred  and  Lloyd.  The  family  attends  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church. 

Frank  J.  Smatlak,  taxidermist,  has  a  reputation  that  extends  far  beyond 
the  borders  of  the  state,  and  his  establishment  is  making  the  name  of  Barron 
County  synonymous  with  the  artistic  taxidermy  among  museums,  scientists  and 
sportsmen  throughout  a  wide  territory.  He  was  born  in  Chicago,  Ill.,  Dec.  3, 
1889,  son  of  Benjamin  and  Josephine  (Srb)  Smatlak,  natives  of  Bohemia,  who 
now  live  in  Cicero,  Ill.  Educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  city,  he 
took  up  taxidermy  as  a  youth,  and  subsequently  received  practical  training  in 
some  of  the  best  schools  of  taxidermy  in  Chicago  and  in  some  of  the  best 
establishments  there.  He  combines  with  the  technical  skill  thus  acquired  a 
sportsman’s  true  love  for  animals,  and  takes  an  artistic  delight  in  preserving 
nature’s  forms  and  colors.  He  located  in  Haugen  and  opened  a  studio  in  1915. 
There  the  business  grew  rapidly  until  he  had  the  most  important  industry  in 
the  place.  Nov.  1,  1921,  desiring  larger  quarters  and  better  facilities,  he  moved 
to  Rice  Lake,  where  he  has  a  studio  at  421  North  Main  Street.  The  literature 
he  issues  is  attractive  and  his  establishment  is  constantly  growing.  A  descrip¬ 
tion  recently  published  reads  substantially  as  follows:  “Mr.  Smatlak  has  the 
only  studio  in  his  line  in  Barron  County,  located  in  a  two-story  building  at  421 
North  Main  Street,  Rice  Lake.  The  upper  floor  is  used  as  a  residence,  with 
the  store  and  office  on  the  first  floor,  and  the  workshop  in  the  rear,  which  is 
thoroughly  equipped  for  the  purpose.  He  carries  the  largest  stock  of  mounted 
birds,  animals,  game  heads,  fish,  and  fur  rugs  and  other  specialties  of  this 
kind  in  the  state,  and  specializes  in  artistic,  grouping  and  mounting  for  schools, 
colleges  and  private  collections.  Mr.  Smatlak  has  had  fifteen  years’  experience 
in  scientific  taxidermy,  including  museum  work;  also  longer  experience  in  com¬ 
mercial  taxidermy,  and  is  equipped  for  mounting  in  the  best  manner  all  kinds 
of  birds,  animals,  fish,  game  heads,  reptiles,  and  the  like,  samples  of  his  work 
in  all  lines  being  on  exhibition  at  his  Art  Taxidermist  Studio.  His  trade  now 
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extends  not  only  throughout  Wisconsin,  but  to  nearly  every  state  in  the  Union, 
orders  being  received  daily  in  season,  both  by  mail  and  express,  his  business  as 
a  whole  being  about  the  largest  in  this  line  in  the  state.”  Mr.  Smatlak  has 
identified  himself  with  the  affairs  of  the  community  and  holds  stock  in  the 
Haugen  State  Bank,  the  Chippewa  Falls  Silver  Fox  Co.  and  the  Wisconsin  Skead 
Mines,  Limited.  He  is  well  liked  through  the  community.  Ready  to  “do  his 
bit”  in  the  World  War,  he  was  inducted  into  the  U.  S.  service  April  2,  1918, 
in  Puget  Sound,  11th  Co.,  and  was  sent  to  Fort  Casey,  Wash.;  was  transferred 
to  Fort  Warden,  Wash.,  into  the  7th  Co.,  Heavy  Coast  Artillery,  and  trained 
there  until  the  armistice  was  signed;  was  then  shipped  to  Camp  Grant,  and  was 
discharged  Jan.  1,  1919.  During  his  absence  his  place  of  business  was  closed, 
but  he  reopened  it  immediately  on  his  return.  Mr.  Smatlak  was  married  June 
1,  1920,  to  Sylvia  Borkovec,  of  Haugen,  and  they  have  one  child,  Lillian  Marie, 
born  April  4,  1921.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 
Mr.  Smatlak  has  a  brother,  Jerry,  who  assists  in  the  work. 

Nels  Solum,  one  of  the  prominent  farmers  of  Doyle  Township,  and  man¬ 
ager  of  the  Campia  Warehouse  of  the  Albert  Miller  Potato  Co.,  is  one  of  the 
real  leaders  in  this  vicinity.  He  is  a  good  farmer  and  a  good  business  man, 
he  understands  the  potato  business  in  all  its  phases,  he  knows  what  is  fair  to 
the  grower,  to  the  dealer  and  to  the  consumer  and  he  stands  high  as  a  citizen. 
He  was  born  in  Norway,  April  16,  1866,  son  of  Nels  Nelson  and  Nickolena 
Hovde,  natives  of  that  country,  who  spent  the  span  of  their  years  there.  He 
received  his  education  and  boyhood  training  in  Norway,  and  came  to  America 
in  1883  as  a  youth  of  seventeen  years.  For  many  years  he  was  in  the  employ 
of  the  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.,  part  of  the  time  in  their  lumber  camps,  and  part 
of  the  time  as  a  clerk  in  their  hardware  store  at  Rice  Lake.  During  this  period, 
his  headquarters  were  at  Rice  Lake.  In  1900  he  took  up  farming  as  a  renter  in 
Doyle  Township.  He  bought  his  present  farm  of  80  acres  in  Section  6,  Doyle 
Township,  to  which  he  has  since  successfully  devoted  much  of  his  attention. 
When  he  purchased  the  place  the  farm  was  but  little  developed.  There  was  a 
log  house  and  a  few  crude  sheds,  and  a  few  acres  of  breaking.  He  has  built  a 
good  frame  house,  a  commodious  barn,  and  other  suitable  buildings,  and  has 
developed  the  farm  until  it  is  as  good  as  can  be  found  in  the  neighborhood. 
He  carries  on  general  farming  and  pays  particular  attention  to  dairying  with 
his  herd  of  Holstein-Friesian  cattle.  Aside  from  the  home  farm,  he  owns  a 
similar  tract  in  the  same  section  which  is  operated  by  his  sons,  Cyril  and 
Harold.  Mr.  Solum  is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen.  Mr.  Solum  was 
married  in  December,  1891,  to  Julia  Evanson,  of  Maple  Grove  Township,  who 
was  born  in  Norway,  1866,  daughter  of  Ole  Evanson  and  Agnette  (Christian¬ 
son)  Evanson.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Solum  have  nine  children:  Nora,  Helen,  Cyril, 
Harold,  Griffin,  Gladys  and  Lester.  Nora  is  the  wife  of  Arnold  Strand,  of  Doyle 
Township.  Helen  is  the  wife  of  Arthur  Strand,  of  Rice  Lake  Township.  The 
family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Henry  Wilz,  public  man  and  prominent  citizen  of  Rice  Lake,  was  born  in 
Milwaukee  County,  this  state,  Dec.  10,  1856.  He  came  to  Rice  Lake  in  1886, 
from  Kaukauna,  Wis.,  where  he  had  been  engaged  for  some  years  in  the  manu¬ 
facture  of  hubs  and  spokes,  and  opened  a  similar  plant  here.  Ten  years  later 
he  transferred  the  scene  of  his  operations  to  Dexter,  Missouri,  and  still  later 
to  Clarksville,  Mississippi.  In  1900  he  retired,  and  returned  to  Rice  Lake, 
where  he  still  resides.  When  the  City  of  Rice  Lake  was  incorporated  in  1887, 
he  was  a  member  of  the  first  board  of  aldermen.  He  served  in  the  same  posi¬ 
tion  at  intervals  for  nine  years,  and  was  a  member  of  the  last  board,  under  the 
old  charter.  When  the  commissioner  system  was  adopted,  he  was  one  of  the 
first  board  of  commissioners.  In  other  ways,  as  well,  he  has  been  important  in 
public  life,  and  in  his  business  he  was  uniformly  successful.  His  financial  in¬ 
terests  include  stock  in  the  Citizens  State  Bank  and  city  property.  He  is  a 
popular  member  of  the  Catholic  Knights,  and  he  and  his  family  attend  the 
Catholic  Church.  Mr.  Wilz  was  married  Nov.  19,  1878,  to  Johanna  Cortenhoof, 
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who  was  born  in  Outagamie  County,  Wis.,  Aug.  5,  1855.  This  union  haB  been 
blessed  with  five  children:  Anna,  John  H.,  Minnie,  William  and  Harry.  Anna 
was  born  Oct.  8,  1879,  and  is  the  wife  of  Charles  J.  Beecher,  of  Leona,  Wis. 
John  H.  was  born  June  29,  1883,  and  is  a  Rice  Lake  banker.  Minnie  was  born 
April  23,  1886,  and  is  the  wife  of  Harry  Whitney,  of  Rice  Lake.  William  was 
born  April  5,  1890,  and  died  April  3,  1900.  Harry  was  born  March  9,  1895, 
and  died  Aug.  14,  1895. 

John  H.  Wilz,  cashier  of  the  Citizens  State  Bank,  of  Rice  Lake,  is  one  of 
the  prominent  men  of  the  town,  and  is  one  of  that  generation  whose  energy, 
will-power,  ability  and  vision  are  bringing  the  county  to  the  leading  position 
it  occupies  among  its  sister  counties  in  the  state.  Not  only  has  his  personality 
been  an  important  factor  in  the  success  of  the  bank  with  which  he  is  connected, 
but  he  has  also  assisted  in  the  agricultural  development  of  the  county,  being 
extensively  interested  in  real  estate  in  the  city  and  country.  He  is  especially 
proud  of  the  Maple  Hill  Stock  Farm,  which  is  under  his  personal  supervision, 
a  farm  of  120  acres  in  Stanfold  Township,  where  he  is  making  a  specialty  of 
graded  Holstein  cattle,  headed  by  a  full-blooded  sire.  He  also  gives  much  of 
his  attention  to  a  40-acre  grain  farm,  located  within  the  city  limits.  Mr.  Wilz 
was  born  in  Kaukauna,  Wis.,  June  29,  1883,  son  of  Henry  and  Johanna  (Cor- 
tenhoof)  Wilz.  He  was  brought  to  Rice  Lake  as  a  boy,  and  attended  the 
parochial  schools,  later  studying  in  the  public  schools  of  Dexter,  Mo.,  and 
Clarksville,  Miss.  His  business  education  was  received  in  the  Bushey  Brothers’ 
Business  College,  at  Appleton,  Wis.  For  some  years  he  was  in  the  spoke  and 
hub  business  with  his  father.  Then  for  a  while  he  was  with  the  Wilz  &  Tremper 
Lumber  Co.  at  Rice  Lake.  In  May,  1903,  he  became  bookkeeper  in  the  Citizens 
State  Bank  of  Rice  Lake.  In  1907  he  was  made  assistant  cashier  and  in  1915 
assumed  the  duties  of  his  present  position.  He  is  a  member  of  the  local  Com¬ 
mercial  Club  and  of  the  Catholic  Foresters  and  the  Knights  of  Columbus.  His 
political  affiliation  is  with  the  Republican  Party.  Mr.  Wilz  was  married  May  6, 
1905,  to  Laura  Demers,  who  was  born  July  30,  1885,  daughter  of  Frederick  I. 
Demers,  and  this  union  has  been  blessed  with  four  children:  Rufus,  born  Sept. 
25,  1906;  Dorothy  H.,  born  May  11,  1913;  Marjorie  H.,  born  April  23,  1915; 
and  John  H.,  Jr.,  born  Jan.  21,  1920. 

Oscar  G.  Jensen,  city  clerk  of  Rice  Lake  and  secretary-treasurer  of  the 
Rice  Lake  Building  &  Loan  Association,  is  one  of  the  progressive,  enterprising 
young  men  of  the  city,  and  is  taking  his  share  in  everything  which  he  believes 
to  be  for  the  best  good  of  the  community  at  large.  He  was  born  in  Christiania, 
Norway,  Sept.  8,  1881,  son  of  E.  and  Martha  (Peterson)  Jensen,  the  former 
of  whom  died  in  1903,  and  the  latter  of  whom  still  makes  her  home  in  the  old 
country.  Oscar  G.  received  an  excellent  education  in  Norway,  passing  through 
the  graded  schools  and  the  high  school,  and  then  taking  a  two-years’  course  in 
a  business  college,  and  a  one-year  course  in  a  university  in  Norway.  He  landed 
in  America  April  2,  1902,  and  came  directly  to  Barron  County,  being  employed 
for  one  year  as  bookkeeper  for  the  Rice  Lake  Manufacturing  Co.  at  Rice  Lake, 
and  then  starting  work  for  the  abstract  department  of  the  Barron  County 
Bank,  of  the  same  place.  In  the  meantime  he  took  a  two-years’  course  in  ac¬ 
counting  and  commerce,  with  the  International  Correspondence  Schools  of 
Scranton,  Penn.  May  1,  1912,  he  was  elected  to  his  present  position,  and  has 
since  served  with  distinction  and  ability.  He  thoroughly  understands  the  city 
affairs,  he  has  made  a  critical  study  of  the  city  records,  and  he  conducts  the 
office  in  a  manner  which  gives  general  satisfaction  to  the  officials  and  to  the 
taxpayers.  Mr.  Jensen  is  quiet  and  unassuming  in  manner,  but  of  a  genial 
temperament,  and  is  well  liked  by  all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact.  When 
the  Rice  Lake  Building  &  Loan  Association  was  formed  in  1921  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  assisting  in  the  upbuilding  of  homes  in  this  part  of  the  state,  he  was 
chosen  as  a  most  suitable  man  to  fill  the  position  of  secretary  and  treasurer, 
and  in  the  short  time  the  company  has  been  in  existence  he  has  shown  the 
wisdom  of  his  having  been  selected.  In  1912,  he  purchased  a  business  building 
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at  301  Hatten  Street.  In  1920  he  bought  out  the  grocery  store  which  occupied 
the  building,  and  organized  the  Jensen  Grocery  Co.,  of  which  he  is  the  sole 
owner,  and  which  he  operates  through  a  manager.  He  is  also  interested  in 
other  business  ventures.  Mr.  Jensen  was  married  June  26,  1912,  at  Rice  Lake, 
to  Ettie  Olivia  Knudson,  daughter  of  Knud  and  Emma  (Olsen)  Knudson,  of 
Rice  Lake.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jensen  reside  in  a  pleasant,  modern  home  at  18 
Phipps  Avenue,  which  they  erected  in  1917.  They  are  the  parents  of  two  chil¬ 
dren:  Oscar  Gerhard,  born  July  4,  1913;  and  Ruth  Olivette,  born  Dec.  8,  1915. 
The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

Clarence  A.  Polland,  now  deceased,  of  the  firm  of  Frank  &  Polland,  real 
estate  and  insurance,  Rice  Lake,  food  administrator  during  the  World  War,  and 
supervisor  from  the  Fourth  Ward  at  the  time  of  his  death,  was  born  in  the 
Township  of  Alton,  Waseca  County,  Minn.,  Nov.  12,  1879.  He  spent  all  his  early 
life  in  his  native  state,  and  came  to  Rice  Lake  in  1910  to  take  charge  of  a  milk 
route.  He  soon  sold  out  and  took  up  the  plumbing  business.  Then  he  took  up 
real  estate,  insurance  and  farming,  and  formed  a  partnership  with  F.  W. 
Frank.  He  was  an  upright,  energetic  young  business  man  with  many  close 
friends,  and  his  death,  Feb.  8,  1920,  was  sincerely  mourned.  This  untimely 
event  took  place  in  Ordway,  Colo.,  while  he  was  visiting  his  mother  there. 
Fraternally,  Mr.  Polland  was  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Order.  He  was  mar¬ 
ried  Oct.  16,  1912,  to  Emma  M.,  the  daughter  of  F.  W.  and  Lena  (Schweppe) 
Frank. 

F.  W.  Frank,  of  the  firm  of  Frank  &  Polland,  real  estate  and  insurance, 
Rice  Lake,  is  one  of  the  substantial,  influential  men  of  the  community,  and  is 
doing  his  share  in  promoting  the  development  of  the  county,  especially  in 
demonstrating  to  outsiders  the  desirability  of  Barron  County  life,  and  induc¬ 
ing  outsiders  to  settle  here  and  improve  farms,  this  increasing  the  general  pros¬ 
perity.  He  was  born  in  Cook  County,  Ill.,  Dec.  17,  1858,  son  of  Fritz  and  Mary 
(Lendt)  Frank,  natives  of  Germany.  Fritz  Frank  was  born  July  12,  1827,  and 
came  to  America  as  a  young  man,  and  was  married  in  Illinois,  in  which  state 
they  lived  until  1860,  when  they  located  in  Seagle  Township,  Brown  County, 
Minn.  They  were  in  the  path  of  the  Sioux  Massacre  of  1862,  but  managed  to 
escape  at  the  first  alarm,  and  in  due  time  returned  and  continued  their  agri¬ 
cultural  operations.  In  1887,  the  family  moved  to  the  Village  of  Sleepy  Eye, 
where  the  father  died  May  25,  1890,  the  mother  now  making  her  home  in  Prince¬ 
ton,  Minn.,  at  the  good  old  age  of  88  years.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
taken  to  Brown  County,  when  he  was  two  years  old,  and  was  but  four  when 
the  terrible  scenes  of  the  Sioux  Massacre  were  enacted.  He  received  his  early 
education  in  the  district  schools,  learned  farming  from  his  father,  and  remained 
with  his  parents  until  1884.  Then  he  started  farming  for  himself  in  Stark 
Township,  Brown  County.  In  1892  he  worked  in  a  hardware  and  lumber  estab¬ 
lishment  and  so  continued  for  three  years.  Then,  in  1895,  together  with  Frank 
Goettsche,  he  engaged  in  the  hardware  business  at  Sleepy  Eye,  Minn.  He  sold 
out  his  interest  in  1901,  and  for  two  years  traveled  in  Washington  and  Okla¬ 
homa.  He  came  to  Rice  Lake  in  1903,  and  with  Mr.  Goettsche  again  as  his  part¬ 
ner,  engaged  in  the  hardware  business  once  more.  In  1904  they  erected  a  build¬ 
ing  at  128  North  Main  Street.  The  business  was  sold  in  1911,  and  in  that  year 
Mr.  Frank  formed  a  partnership  with  C.  A.  Polland,  who  afterward  became  his 
son-in-law.  Under  the  firm  name  of  Frank  &  Polland  they  engaged  in  the  real 
estate  and  insurance  business  at  Rice  Lake.  Mr.  Polland  died  suddenly  Feb. 
8,  1920,  but  the  business  retains  the  firm  name,  Mrs.  Polland  looking  after 
her  husband’s  interests.  The  insurance  department  is  limited  to  fire  insur¬ 
ance  within  the  city.  The  real  estate  and  loan  business  covers  a  territory  that 
extends  even  beyond  the  boundaries  of  the  county.  The  firm  is  constantly 
growing  in  all  its  branches.  Mr.  Frank  was  married  June  17,  1884,  to  Lena 
Schweppe,  who  was  born  in  Illinois,  Jan.  26,  1863.  Their  daughter,  Emma  M., 
was  born  May  11,  1885,  and  was  married  Oct.  16,  1912,  to  Clarence  A.  Polland, 
now  deceased. 
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Peter  Enders,  retired  fanner  living  in  Rice  Lake,  was  born  in  Washington 
County,  Wis.,  July  9,  1860,  son  of  John  B.  and  Barbara  (Meisner)  Enders. 
John  B.  Enders  was  born  in  Germany,  and  there  learned  the  shoemakers’  trade. 
He  came  to  America  at  the  age  of  28  years,  and  studied  English  in  an  evening 
school  in  New  York  City,  where  he  followed  his  trade  for  a  while.  Then  he 
came  to  Wisconsin,  and  took  up  his  trade  at  Milwaukee,  then  a  small  place. 
At  one  time  he  owned  twelve  acres  near  what  is  now  the  business  center  of 
that  city.  He  was  married  there  to  Barbara  Meisner,  who  was  born  in  Ger¬ 
many  and  came  to  America  when  twelve  years  of  age.  After  his  health  failed, 
he  moved  to  Washington  County,  where  he  farmed  for  13  years.  Then  he  sold 
the  place  and  moved  to  Pierce  County,  also  in  this  state,  where  two  years  later 
he  died.  His  wife  then  moved  to  Loyal,  in  Clark  County,  this  state,  where  she 
died.  Peter  grew  to  manhood  in  Pierce  County.  For  many  years  he  farmed, 
at  home  and  in  the  neighborhood,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  seasons  he  worked 
in  the  woods,  until  1901,  having  purchased  a  farm  of  120  acres  in  1893.  May  22, 
1901,  he  came  to  Barron  County,  and  bought  a  farm  of  120  acres  in  Section  35, 
Oak  Grove  Township.  This  was  partly  improved.  He  set  to  work  and  cleared 
about  50  acres  more,  and  built  up  a  fine  farm,  erecting  a  good  frame  house, 
a  large,  modern  barn,  and  numerous  outbuildings.  There  he  successfully  fol¬ 
lowed  general  farming,  dairying  and  stock  raising.  He  had  a  good  herd  of 
Holstein  cattle  with  a  full-blooded  sire  at  its  head,  and  a  good  drove  of  horses. 
He  was  also  a  sheep  fancier,  having  first  a  herd  of  Cotswold  and  Shropshire 
breeds,  and  later  a  herd  of  full-blooded  Oxfords.  He  did  things  on  a  success¬ 
ful  scale,  and  was  one  of  the  representative  men  of  the  community.  In  the 
spring  of  1920,  he  sold  the  farm,  and  retired  to  Rice  Lake,  where  he  bought  his 
present  home,  a  fine,  modern  semi-bungalow,  at  832  Lake  Street,  facing  the 
lake  shore,  where  he  and  his  wife  are  enjoying  the  comforts  of  a  well-earned 
rest.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Enders  is  a  member  of  the  Catholic  Knights.  Mr. 
Enders  was  married  May  7,  1895,  to  Thekla  Rupp,  the  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Caroline  (Ott)  Rupp,  now  deceased,  who  was  born  in  Wurtemburg,  Germany, 
Sept.  26,  1862,  came  to  America  in  1890  and  located  at  Reed’s  Landing,  in  Wa¬ 
basha  County,  Minn.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Enders  have  had  four  children.  Caroline 
Barbara  was  born  Feb.  26,  1899.  Joseph,  and  two  unnamed  children,  died  in  in¬ 
fancy.  The  daughter,  Miss  Caroline,  is  a  member  of  the  Catholic  Order  of 
Foresters.  The  family  worships  at  St.  Joseph’s  Roman  Catholic  Church  at 
Rice  Lake. 

Andrew  O.  Erstad,  proprietor  of  a  well-established  tailor  shop  in  Rice 
Lake,  17  North  Main  Street,  was  born  in  Norway,  July  23,  1870,  son  of  Ole  and 
Olive  (Martison)  Erstad,  the  former  of  whom  is  still  living  in  Norway  and  the 
latter  of  whom  died  in  1883.  Andrew  O.  attended  school  in  his  native  land  and 
was  apprenticed  to  a  tailor  at  the  age  of  fourteen.  He  came  to  America  in 
1888,  and  secured  employment  at  his  trade  in  Beloit,  Wis.  He  came  to  Rice 
Lake  in  the  winter  of  1891  and  entered  the  employ  of  Nels  Haugen.  In  1894 
he  went  to  Minneapolis,  where  he  was  employed  six  months  by  the  Plymouth 
Clothing  House.  Then  he  went  to  Duluth,  and  for  two  years  was  employed  at 
his  trade  with  J.  S.  Lane.  In  1896  he  again  came  to  Rice  Lake  and  again  en¬ 
tered  the  employ  of  Mr.  Haugen.  He  started  business  for  himself  in  1904. 
He  is  an  excellent  tailor,  and  has  a  good  trade,  making  suits  and  overcoats, 
and  doing  renovating,  mending  and  pressing.  He  has  been  secretary  of  Val¬ 
halla  Lodge  No.  7,  Scandinavian-American  Fraternity,  for  six  years  past.  Mr. 
Erstad  was  married  Oct.  6,  1896,  at  Rice  Lake,  to  Anna  Ruud,  daughter  of 
Gilbert  and  Eliza  Ruud.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Erstad  have  four  children:1  Lillian  M., 
Linmore  G.  O.,  Arman  M.  and  Wendell  W.  Lillian  M.  was  born  Nov.  13,  1897, 
and  was  graduated  from  the  local  high  school  in  1917  and  for  the  past  four 
years  has  been  employed  as  a  stenographer  and  bookkeeper.  Linmore  G.  O. 
was  born  Jan.  3,  1901,  and  was  graduated  from  the  Rice  Lake  High  School  in 
1921.  Arman  M.,  born  May  18,  1903,  and  Wendell  W.,  born  Dec.  26,  1905,  are 
both  attending  school. 
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Gust  Floberg,  retired  farmer  living  at  113  Hatten  Avenue,  Rice  Lake,  was 
born  in  Sweden,  Sept.  29,  1861,  son  of  Andrew  and  Kate  Johnson,  who  spent 
the  span  of  their  years  in  that  country.  He  came  to  America  in  May,  1881,  and 
located  in  Maridale,  Kansas,  where  he  farmed  for  several  years.  In  1891  he 
came  to  Rice  Lake,  and  secured  employment  in  a  hub  and  spoke  factory.  Three 
years  later  he  purchased  forty  acres  within  the  limits  of  the  city  of  Rice  Lake. 
This  was  all  covered  with  heavy  timber.  He  cleared  a  part  of  the  land,  erected 
a  log  house  and  barn  which  he  later  replaced  with  frame  buildings,  and  there 
farmed  until  1920,  when  he  sold  out  and  moved  to  his  present  residence.  He  is 
well  thought  of  in  the  community  and  has  reared  a  good  family.  Mr.  Floberg 
was  married  Jan.  19,  1886,  in  Kansas,  to  Mary  Anderson,  daughter  of  John 
and  Johannah  (Carlson)  Anderson,  who  came  to  this  country  in  1862,  and 
located  first  in  New  York  State,  then  moved  to  Canada,  and  in  1866  went  to 
Kansas,  where  they  farmed  until  the  father’s  death  in  1879,  after  which  the 
mother  came  to  Wisconsin  and  died  in  1900.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Floberg  have  ten 
children:  Lelia  0.,  Clara  C.,  Mabel  E.,  Minnie  E.,  Ethel  M.,  Clarence  G.,  Lora 
V.,  Florence  E.,  Amy  O.  and  Lester  W.  Lelia  0.  was  born  in  Kansas,  Jan.  30, 
1887.  married  Osker  Halverson,  Oct.  16,  1912,  at  Rice  Lake,  lives  in  Superior, 
Wis.,  and  has  one  child,  Eleanor  L.',  born  March  22,  1914.  Clara  C.  was  born 
in  Kansas,  April  26,  1888,  was  married  at  Rice  Lake,  April  26,  1917,  to  Victor 
Nehs,  lives  at  Neilsville,  and  has  one  child,  De  Wayne  Pershing,  born  Oct.  17, 
1918.  Mabel  E.  was  born  Oct.  12,  1890,  in  Kansas,  and  lives  at  home  in  Rice 
Lake.  The  rest  of  the  children  were  born  in  Rice  Lake.  Minnie  E.  was  born 
Feb.  12,  1892,  and  died  May  18,  1904.  Ethel  M.  was  born  Nov.  4,  1893,  and  is 
clerking  in  a  store  in  Duluth.  Clarence  G.  was  born  April  7,  1894,  and  is  farm¬ 
ing  in  Rice  Lake  Township.  Lora  V.  was  born  Sept.  6,  1896,  and  is  teaching  in 
Cumberland,  this  county.  Florence  E.  was  born  May  24,  1897,  married  J.  C. 
Derifield,  Aug.  3,  1918,  and  lives  at  Appleton,  Wis.  Amy  O.  was  born  Jan.  3, 
1898,  and  is  teaching  at  Birchwood,  Wis.  Lester  W.  was  born  Oct.  12,  1900, 
and  is  an  electrical  worker  at  Oshkosh,  Wis. 

R  A.  Roes,  D.  D.  S.,  a  well-known  citizen  and  active  practitioner  of  Rice 
Lake,  was  born  at  Mount  Pleasant,  Iowa,  Sept.  7,  1888,  the  son  of  Edwin  A.  and 
Hattie  L.  (Lee)  Ross,  natives  of  that  state.  The  father,  a  farmer  of  substan¬ 
tial  worth,  died  Jan.  16,  1896, ‘and  the  mother  now  lives  at  Superior,  Wis.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  place.  Three  years  of  his  high  school  training  was  received  at  Crooks- 
ton,  Minn.,  and  one  year  at  Superior,  Wis.  He  also  took  a  thorough  commercial 
course  in  the  New  Era  Business  College  at  Superior.  In  1914,  he  entered  the 
Chicago  College  of  Dental  Surgery,  and  graduated  with  his  degree  in  May, 
1917.  He  was  active  in  college  affairs,  and  was  honored  with  membership  in 
the  Delta  Sigma  Delta,  of  which  he  served  as  Grand  Master.  In  both  his  junior 
and  senior  year,  he  and  a  number  of  his  classmates  offered  their  services  to  the 
Canadian  and  English  authorities  for  overseas  work,  but  did  not  receive  a  call. 
After  the  entry  of  the  United  States  into  the  World  War,  he  offered  his  serv¬ 
ices  to  the  United  States  Government,  and  in  August,  1917,  was  commissioned 
First  Lieutenant  in  the  Dental  Reserve  Corps.  While  awaiting  a  call  to  duty, 
he  came  to  Rice  Lake  with  a  friend,  for  an  outing,  seeking  recreation  in  hunt¬ 
ing,  fishing  and  travel.  He  was  pleased  with  the  aspect  of  the  city,  he  met  a 
number  of  business  and  professional  men  who  urged  him  to  cast  his  lot  here, 
he  found  the  farming  people  genial  and  prosperous,  and  he  therefore  decided 
to  establish  himself  here  permanently.  In  June,  1917,  he  entered  into  partner¬ 
ship  with  F.  A.  Tate,  and  this  partnership  continued  until  July,  1921,  when  Dr. 
Ross  opened  an  office  of  his  own  in  the  new  Citizens  State  Bank  Building,  at 
the  corner  of  Maine  and  West  Newton  Streets.  He  has  a  pleasant  suite  of 
rooms  most  admirably  suited  to  their  purpose,  with  modern  appliances  and  well 
equipped  laboratory.  Dr.  Ross  is  a  skilled  practitioner  and  operator,  he  has  the 
well-deserved  confidence  of  the  people,  and  his  list  of  clients  is  constantly  in¬ 
creasing.  He  keeps  abreast  of  the  times  in  his  profession,  and  is  a  useful  and 
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active  factor  in  the  life  of  Rice  Lake.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  Dr.  Ross  is  a 
charter  member  of  the  Trowel  Club,  an  organization  of  dentists  who  are  also 
Masons.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  Superior  Lodge  No.  236,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. 
The  Rice  Lake  Commercial  Club  numbers  him  among  its  active  workers.  Dr. 
Ross  is  a  lover  of  the  out-of-doors  and  takes  his  recreation  in  hunting,  fishing 
and  other  sports  which  carry  him  into  the  open.  He  is  regarded  as  one  of  the 
coming  men  of  the  community  and  is  already  well  along  the  road  to  success.  Dr. 
Ross  was  married  Sept.  25,  1918,  in  Chicago,  Ill.,  to  Mabel  Kathryn  Weller,  who 
was  born  in  Chicago,  May  6,  1892,  daughter  of  Frank  and  Emma  (Wagner) 
Weller.  $he  acquired  her  education  in  Chicago.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Ross  have  one 
child,  Betty  Virginia,  born  Feb.  20,  1921. 

Rev.  J.  E.  Nord,  retired,  was  born  at  Skareide,  in  Nordfjord,  Norway,  Dec. 
14,  1852,  and  is  the  youngest  of  the  four  children  born  to  Erick  and  Gunhild 
Nord,  the  former  of  whom  died  at  the  age  of  88  and  the  latter  at  the  age  of 
95  years.  An  ancestor,  Erick  Nord,  was  a  member  of  the  Constitutional  As¬ 
sembly  at  Eidsvold,  in  1814,  when  Norway  was  declared  independent,  and  a 
signer  of  the  constitution.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  attended  school  until  he 
was  fourteen  years  of  age,  and  then  became  a  teacher.  He  wished  to  come  to 
America  in  early  youth,  but  the  American  Civil  War  was  then  raging,  and  his 
parents  objected  to  his  venturing  to  a  country  torn  with  fraternal  strife.  Ac¬ 
cordingly  he  delayed  until  1873,  when  he  made  the  trip  safely,  and  located  at 
Torch  Lake,  Antrim  County,  Mich.  In  the  fall  of  the  following  year  he  was 
admitted  to  the  Augsburg  Seminary,  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  where  he  studied  six 
years,  spending  his  vacations  in  teaching  church  schools.  He  was  graduated  in 
May,  1880,  and  was  ordained  at  Palestine,  in  Storey  County,  Iowa,  in  June  of 
that  year.  His  first  charge  was  at  Liberty  Pole,  Vernon  County,  Wis.,  where 
he  served  three  congregations.  His  work  there  attracted  attention,  and  on 
Dec.  30,  1882,  he  was  called  to  take  charge  of  the  extensive  work  centering  at 
Rice  Lake.  He  came  here  May  20,  1883,  and  has  thus  been  a  useful  citizen  for 
nearly  forty  years.  His  field  extended  from  Ashland  to  Chetek,  from  Rhine¬ 
lander  to  Amery,  a  territory  now  served  by  fourteen  different  pastors  of  his 
denomination.  For  thirty-six  and  a  half  years  he  gave  the  best  that  was  in 
him  of  service  and  devotion,  spending  his  life,  his  health  and  his  energy  in  the 
cause  of  truth.  He  served  permanently  twelve  congregations  and  temporarily 
twenty-one  congregations,  making  thirty-three  in  all,  in  addition  to  fourteen 
stations,  the  total  communicants  being  5,035.  He  organized  sixteen  congrega¬ 
tions,  held  5,361  services,  had  7,240  sessions  with  confirmation  classes,  visited 
1,552  sick  persons,  baptized  2,030,  confirmed  1,092,  presided  at  383  weddings, 
and  buried  575  persons.  For  eighteen  years  he  was  president  and  visitor  of  the 
Rice  Lake  District,  and  for  several  years  visitor  for  the  Eau  Claire  District. 
His  permanent  congregations  were  at  Rice  Lake,  Barron,  Chetek,  Freeman, 
Franklin,  Fountain,  Faaberg,  Aker,  Zion,  Concordia,  Stanfold  and  Hayward. 
His  temporary  congregations  were  at:  Sparta,  La  Crosse,  Bostwick  Valley,  Blair, 
French  Creek,  Houston,  Luny  Valley,  Long  Lake,  Weyerhauser,  Glen  Flora, 
Ladysmith,  Catawba,  Hawkins,  Knox  Mills,  Ashland,  Chippewa  Falls,  Stanley, 
Elk  Creek,  North  La  Crosse,  Rocky  Ridge,  Cedar  Lake,  Haugen  and  Spooner, 
all  in  Wisconsin  except  Luny  Valley  and  Houston.  His  stations  were  at 
Bad  Ax,  Ridgway,  Kickapoo,  New  Lisbon,  Camp  Douglas,  Cameron,  town 
of  Clinton,  town  of  Stanfold,  Vance  Creek,  Jewett  Mills,  Amory,  Shell  Lake, 
Drummond,  Seeley  and  Smith  Lake.  He  was  a  pastor  of  untiring  energy, 
a  minister  of  his  people,  who  lived  their  lives  with  them  in  happiness  and 
sorrow,  baptized,  catechised  and  confirmed  their  children,  wedded  their  young 
people,  joined  in  church  festivities,  watched  by  beds  of  sorrow,  consoled 
the  doubtful  and  grieving,  admonished  the  wayward,  upheld  the  righteous 
and  buried  the  dead.  In  his  studio  he  was  a  profound  student  and  thinker, 
weighing  all  problems  with  much  care,  and  in  his  pulpit  he  was  a  straight¬ 
forward  speaker  who  spoke  the  Word  as  it  had  revealed  itself  to  him 
without  fear  or  favor  of  man.  With  stern  justice  and  an  insistence  on  auster- 


Digitized  by  v^ooQie 


Digitized  by  LjOOQLe 


LIEUT.  SAMUEL  KORNELIUS  NORD 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  OF  BARRON  COUNTY 


189 


ity  of  conduct,  he  mingled  a  kindly  and  affectionate  understanding  of  human 
weaknesses,  and  he  was,  all  in  all,  a  real  father  of  his  people.  In  1916  in¬ 
creasing  years  caused  him  to  turn  the  pastoral  work  over  to  others,  but  he  still 
supplies  pulpits  on  special  occasions,  and  he  has  never  lost  his  interest  in  his 
people,  and  they  still  call  him  pastor,  though  other  men  are  now  nobly  taking 
up  the  work  that  he  has  officially  laid  down.  Pastor  Nord  has  made  two  trips 
to  the  old  country.  The  first  was  in  1879,  just  before  he  was  ordained,  when  he 
still  had  a  boyish  longing  to  see  the  land  of  his  birth  and  childhood.  The  sec¬ 
ond  was  in  the  height  of  his  career,  in  1890,  when  his  health  has  been  broken 
by  the  untiring  effort  and  hard  work  incident  to  a  pioneer  pastor’s  life,  com¬ 
bined  with  the  long,  slow  drives  that  he  found  it  necessary  to  take  through  the 
cold  and  snow  of  winter  months  in  a  new  and  sparsely  settled  country.  Through 
all  his  years  of  toil  and  labor,  he  has  been  assisted  by  his  noble  wife,  who  has 
proved  a  sympathetic  Christian  helpmate,  mother  and  friend,  and  who  has 
shared  all  his  work.  She  is  truly  one  of  those  of  whom  it  may  be  said,  “And 
her  children  shall  rise  up  and  call  her  blessed.”  Pastor  Nord  was  married  June 
21,  1880,  to  Caroline  Larson,  who  was  born  in  Norway,  Dec.  28,  1857,  daughter 
of  Christian  and  Bertha  (Kildahl)  Larson,  who  came  to  America  in  1868  and 
settled  in  Baker  County,  Minn.,  where  she  was  reared  and  educated.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Nord  have  ten  children:  Hulda,  Enok  Krysostomus,  Gunnar  Betuel, 
Johannes  Kleofas,  Ragna,  Lieutenant  Samuel  Kornelius,  Gudrun  Lydia,  Dagny 
Aagaate,  Olaf  Arnold  and  Harald.  Hulda  was  born  April  5,  1881,  married  Al¬ 
bert  Jorstad,  of  Cameron,  and  has  one  child,  Agnes.  Enok  Krysostomus  was 
born  Sept.  27,  1882,  and  is  in  the  real  estate  and  insurance  business  at  Rice 
Lake.  Gunnar  Betuel  was  born  Sept.  6,  1884,  lives  in  Warren,  Minn.,  married 
Bertha  Larson,  and  has  six  children,  Caroline,  Erling,  Arnold,  Alzada,  Harold 
and  Oscar.  Johannes  Kleofas  was  born  Jan.  11,  1887,  graduated  from  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Wisconsin,  married  Marie  Spei,  and  is  a  high  school  teacher  at  Hast¬ 
ings,  Minn.  He  has  one  child,  Shirley.  Ragna  was  born  April  17,  1889,  and  is 
superintendent  in  charge  of  the  Hydro-Therapeutic  Department  in  the  Dea¬ 
coness  Lutheran  Hospital  in  Chicago,  Ill.  Lieutenant  Samuel  Kornelius  gave 
his  life  in  the  World  War.  Gudrun  Lydia  was  born  May  27,  1896,  and  is  the 
wife  of  William  Honebrink,  of  Sauk  Rapids,  Minn.  Dagny  Aagaate  was  born 
March  8,  1896,  and  is  the  wife  of  August  Erdmann,  of  St.  Paul.  Olaf  Arnold 
was  born  Dec.  8,  1897,  and  lives  in  Warren,  Minn.  Harald  was  born  July  20, 
1905,  and  is  doing  well  in  the  public  schools. 

Lieut.  Samuel  Kornelius  Nord  was  born  at  Rice  Lake,  Jan.  21,  1892,  grad¬ 
uated  from  the  Rice  Lake  High  School,  and  attended  the  University  of  Wiscon¬ 
sin  for  three  semesters.  At  the  entry  of  the  United  States  into  the  World  War, 
he  offered  his  services,  and  was  sent  to  training  camp  at  Fort  Sheridan,  Ill. 
He  was  commissioned  as  second  lieutenant  in  August,  1917,  and  was  assigned 
to  duty  at  Camp  Custer,  from  Sept.  1,  1917,  to  July  12,  1918.  He  sailed  from 
Camp  Mills,  New  York,  July  21,  1918,  with  Co.  E,  338th  Infantry,  and  after  his 
arrival  in  France  was  assigned  to  Co.  K,  128th  Infantry,  32nd  Division.  He 
was  under  continuous  fire  with  that  company  on  the  Meuse- Argonne  front  for 
forty  days,  and  on  Nov.  3,  1918,  was  promoted  to  first  lieutenant.  On  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  Nov.  10,  he  was  sent  out  in  command  of  a  force  to  locate  and  attack  the 
Germans.  He  found  the  enemy  and  drove  them  back  eight  miles.  Then  the 
Germans  started  a  counter  attack,  and  met  with  fierce  resistance.  Expected 
support  had  failed  to  follow  the  attacking  Americans,  and  overwhelmed  by 
superior  numbers,  all  the  officers  of  the  Third  Battalion  were  wiped  out.  The 
last  surviving  officer,  Lieutenant  Nord,  made  a  desperate  rally  of  the  battalion 
against  the  192nd  German  Division,  at  the  Dun  sur  Meuse  bridgehead,  north¬ 
east  of  the  Village  of  Vilosnes.  He  fell,  pierced  by  three  bullets  from  a  ma¬ 
chine  gun,  one  through  the  stomach,  one  through  the  abdomen  and  one  through 
the  right  leg.  He  was  picked  up  by  the  stretcher  bearers,  but  bereft  of  officers 
the  battalion  gradually  yielded  ground,  and  the  bearers  did  not  get  their  dying 
commander  from  the  field.  He  said  to  them :  “Boys !  Drop  me  and  save  your- 
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selves !”  These  were  his  last  words.  They  left  him  on  the  field  of  his  glory  and 
he  thus  passed  from  mortal  ken.  William  Shultz,  who  conveyed  the  story  of  his 
end  to  his  parents,  says  of  him:  “Lieutenant  Nord  was  a  good  officer,  and  was 
liked  by  all  the  men.” 

Gottlieb  Frion,  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  a  prisoner  of  Andersonville,  and 
a  pioneer  of  Stanfold  Township,  this  county,  was  born  in  Mettenberg,  Ger¬ 
many,  and  was  there  reared  and  educated.  He  came  to  the  United  States  as  a 
young  man  in  1860,  finding  work  at  Dunkirk,  New  York.  At  the  outbreak  of 
the  Civil  War  he  enlisted  in  Co.  H,  72nd  Regiment,  New  York  Vol.  Inf.,  and 
served  two  years  and  ten  months,  participating  in  a  number  of  important  en¬ 
gagements,  including  the  Battle  of  Gettysburg.  He  was  twice  wounded  and 
once  taken  prisoner,  being  confined  in  the  famous  Andersonville  Prison.  He 
was  honorably  discharged  June  5.  1865.  In  1876  he  came  to  Rice  Lake,  this 
county,  then  a  small  hamlet.  From  here  he  went  to  Trempealeau  County,  Wis. 
In  1879  he  came  back  to  Barron  County  and,  after  living  in  Rice  Lake  Township 
for  a  while,  took  a  homestead  in  Stanfold  Township,  Section  10.  He  developed 
a  good  farm,  and  there  successfully  carried  on  agricultural  operations  until 
1890,  when  he  retired  and  moved  to  Rice  Lal^e.  He  died  Dec.  14,  1912,  at  the 
.  age  of  eighty  years.  His  wife,  who  was  Theresa  Hager,  a  native  of  Austria,  is 
still  living  in  Rice  Lake.  They  were  the  parents  of  six  children.  Joseph  P. 
is  a  business  man  of  Rice  Lake.  Frank  M.  resides  in  Cornell,  Wis.  Mary  is 
the  wife  of  L.  C.  Bosworth,  of  Beloit,  Wis.  John,  Carl  and  an  unnamed  infant 
are  dead. 

Joseph  P.  Frion,  business  man  of  Rice  Lake,  and  prominent  in  fraternal 
circles  here,  was  born  on  a  farm  in  Rice  Lake  Township,  Oct.  7,  1880,  son  of 
Gottlieb  and  Theresa  (Hager)  Frion,  the  pioneers.  He  attended  the  city  schools 
and  as  a  youth  secured  employment  in  the  planing  mill  of  the  Rice  Lake  Lum¬ 
ber  Co.  May  10, 1903,  he  went  to  Drummond,  Wis.,  and  was  employed  in  a  saw¬ 
mill  for  the  Rusk  Owen  Lumber  Co.  His  successive  employments  were  then  as 
follows:  In  1905  in  mills  at  Bibon,  Wis.;  in  the  fall  of  1905  at  Ashland,  Wis., 
for  the  Schroeder  Lumber  Co. ;  in  1906  in  sawmills  at  Iron  River,  Wis.,  for  the 
Iron  River  Lumber  Co. ;  in  1907  in  sawmills  at  Rib  Lake,  Wis.,  for  the  Rib  Lake 
Lumber  Co.;  in  the  fall  of  1907  braking  on  freight  trains  for  the  Wisconsin 
Central  Railroad  Co.,  out  of  Abstford;  in  1908  at  Ackley,  Minn.,  in  sawmills 
for  the  Red  River  Lumber  Co.  and  in  sawmills  at  Forestville,  Wis.,  for  the 
Vilas  Lumber  Co.;  in  1909  at  Deer  River,  Minn.,  for  the  Deer  River  Lumber 
Co. ;  from  July  5,  1910,  at  Virginia,  Minn.,  for  the  Virginia  &  Rainey  Lake  Lum¬ 
ber  Co.  He  came  back  to  Rice  Lake  in  April,  1912,  and  took  up  section  work 
for  the  “Soo”  line.  From  1914  to  1917  he  worked  again  in  the  sawmill  of  the 
Rice  Lake  Lumber  Co.,  but  then  again  entered  the  employ  of  the  “Soo”  line. 
In  1919  he  started  work  for  William  Stein  in  the  fur  and  hide  warehouse  at 
Rice  Lake.  On  March  31,  1919,  he  entered  his  present  employ.  He  is  employed 
by  the  ice  cream  manufacturing  plant  of  B.  Drook,  and  also  helps  in  Mr. 
Drook's  candy  plant  and  store.  He  stands  high  among  his  fellowmen,  and  is 
well  esteemed  by  all  who  know  him.  With  all  his  busy  life,  he  has  found  time 
for  much  activity  in  fraternal  circles.  In  the  Odd  Fellows,  he  is  a  member 
of  Rice  Lake  Lodge,  No.  269;  Phoenix  Encampment,  No.  25;  Wisconsin  Canton, 
No.  22,  Patriarchs  Militant;  and  Hiawatha  Rebekah  Lodge,  No.  75.  He  has 
held  high  office  in  all,  and  having  a  taste  for  military  things,  he  has  been  espe¬ 
cially  prominent  in  the  Canton,  has  held  various  commissions,  and  is  now 
major  of  the  second  battalion  of  the  second  regiment.  He  is  also  a  member  of 
Rice  Lake  Lodge,  No.  303,  Mystic  Workers  of  the  World,  and  has  been  secre¬ 
tary  of  Federal  Labor  Union,  No.  15284,  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  since  its  organization 
Sept.  27,  1916. 

John  Ferguson,  druggist  of  Rice  Lake,  was  born  in  New  York  City,  June 
24,  1867,  son  of  Herman  and  Margaret  (Ino)  Ferguson,  the  former  a  native  of 
that  city,  and  the  latter  of  Canada.  They  came  to  Saginaw,  Mich.,  in  1867, 
where  the  father  was  employed  in  the  mills  and  in  the  lumber  woods.  He  died 
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in  1881  and  his  wife  in  1900.  John  came  west  with  his  parents  as  a  child  and 
was  reared  in  Saginaw.  As  a  youth  he  worked  in  shingle  mills  and  in  the  lum¬ 
ber  woods  of  the  upper  Michigan  peninsula.  From  1892  to  1898,  he  was  city 
marshal  and  deputy  sheriff  at  Ewen,  Ontonagon  County,  Michigan.  In  1901 
he  engaged  in  business  at  Eveleth,  Minn.  In  1908  he  moved  to  Mt.  Iron,  Minn., 
in  1910  to  Coleraine,  Minn.,  and  in  1914  to  Superior,  Wis.,  in  all  of  which  places 
he  was  engaged  in  business.  He  came  to  Rice  Lake  in  1920  and  opened  his 
present  drug  store,  where  he  carries  a  good  line  of  goods,  and  is  enjoying  an 
increasing  patronage.  Mr.  Ferguson  was  married  Feb.  4,  1895,  to  Martha  Arm¬ 
strong,  a  native  of  Saginaw,  Mich.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  two 
children:.  John  Roger,  born  May  22,  1896,  now  living  at  Superior,  Wis.,  and 
Clara  Lorette,  born  Feb.  26,  1899,  who  is  at  Superior,  assisting  General  Clem- 
ans  in  writing  a  World  War  history. 

Joseph  H.  Wallis,  M.  D.,  physician  and  surgeon  of  Rice  Lake,  and  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  surgical  staff  of  St.  Joseph’s  Hospital,  in  that  city,  was  born  in 
Neosho,  Dodge  County,  Wis.,  this  state,  the  son  of  Charles  W.  and  Sarah  (Ram¬ 
say)  Wallis.  The  father  was  born  in  England,  and  the  mother  in  New  York 
State,  in  which  state  they  were  married.  They  came  west  in  1840,  located  near 
Neosho,  and  there  farmed  successfully  until  1890,  when  they  retired  and  moved 
to  the  city  of  Hartford,  Wis.,  where  the  father  died  in  October,  1912,  and  where 
the  mother  still  lives.  Joseph  H.  Wallis  received  his  preliminary  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  county  and  then  studied  under  private  tutors  in 
Milwaukee.  With  this  preparation  he  entered  the  Milwaukee  Medical  College, 
and  graduated  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  in  the  class  of  1898.  He  took  a  fur¬ 
ther  course  of  one  year  at  the  West  Side  Post-Graduate  School,  Chicago,  and 
then  entered  Trinity  Hospital  at  Milwaukee,  for  one  year  as  an  interne.  Sub¬ 
sequently,  he  was  connected  with  the  same  hospital  for  eight  more  years  as  a 
surgical  assistant,  and  was  the  founder  and  for  some  time  director  of  the 
X-Ray  laboratory  connected  with  that  institution,  having  charge  of  the  deli¬ 
cate  and  exacting  task  of  installing  all  the  extensive  apparatus.  For  five  years 
he  was  directing  clinician  and  lecturer  on  the  principles  of  surgery  at  the  Mil¬ 
waukee  Medical  College,  and  for  a  considerable  period  lectured  on  the  surgical 
diseases  of  the  mouth,  at  the  Milwaukee  Dental  College.  He  also  served  as 
health  commissioner  of  Wauwatosa  for  three  years.  Dr.  Wallis  came  to  Bar¬ 
ron  County  in  1918,  and  for  about  two  years  was  associated  with  Dr.  Harry  M. 
Coleman  and  Dr.  C.  C.  Post,  at  Barron.  June  1,  1920,  he  came  to  Rice  Lake 
and  established  his  present  office.  He  has  built  up  a  constantly  increasing 
practice,  and  the  standing  he  has  attained  in  his  short  residence  here  is  shown 
by  the  fact  that  he  has  already  served  the  county  a  term  as  coroner  and  has 
entered  upon  his  second  term.  He  is  president  of  the  Barron  County  Medical 
Society  and  member  of  the  State  Medical  Society  and  the  American  Medical 
Association.  In  the  county  and  state  organization  he  has  been  very  active,  and 
in  the  latter  organization  is  a  member  of  the  House  of  Delegates.  Fraternally, 
he  belongs  to  Barron  Lodge,  No.  226,  A.  F.  and  A.  M.;  Wisconsin  Lodge,  No.  1, 
Knights  of  Pythias,  of  which  he  is  Past  Chancellor;  and  to  Wakodis  Temple, 
No.  166,  Knights  of  Khorassan,  being  C.  C.  of  Rice  Lake  Lodge,  No.  60.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Commercial  Club  of  Rice  Lake  and  the  Business  Men’s 
Club  of  Barron.  His  favorite  recreation  is  out-of-door  life ;  he  delights  in  wan¬ 
dering  into  the  open  in  pursuit  of  out-of-door  sports  when  tired  with  the  grind 
of  daily  duties.  In  the  business  world  he  holds  stock  in  the  Twentieth  Century 
Silo  Co.,  in  which  he  owns  the  manufacturing  rights  for  the  state  of  Wiscon¬ 
sin.  Politically,  he  adheres  to  the  beliefs  of  the  Republican  Party.  Dr.  Wallis 
was  married  Oct.  9,  1919,  to  Jane  Reed,  of  Montello,  this  state.  They  attend 
the  Episcopal  Church. 

N.  W.  Heintz,  druggist,  Rice  Lake,  one  of  the  oldest  business  men  in  point 
of  service  in  the  city,  has  been  identified  with  the  commercial  life  of  Rice  Lake 
for  over  thirty  years,  the  career  here  dating  from  1889.  He  was  born  in  Apple- 
ton,  Wis.,  Oct.  10,  1864,  son  of  Lambert  and  Anna  (Benarde)  Heintz,  natives 
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of  Belgium,  who  came  to  America  when  young,  were  married  in  New  York 
State,  and  in  the  late  fifties  came  west  to  Wisconsin  and  located  in  Appleton, 
where  Lambert  Heintz  followed  his  trade  as  carpenter  and  millwright,  he  dying 
in  1905  and  his  wife  in  1895.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  passed  through  the 
graded  schools  of  his  native  city,  and  was  graduated  from  the  high  school  there 
with  the  class  of  1885.  He  then  entered  the  employ  of  a  pharmist  there,  and 
under  competent  instruction  thoroughly  learned  the  science  of  compounding 
drugs  and  medicines.  He  was  licensed  by  the  State  Board  of  Pharmacy  in 
1885.  He  came  to  Rice  Lake  in  1889,  and  formed  a  partnership  with  his  father- 
in-law,  in  the  drug  business,  under  the  firm  name  of  Flack  &  Heintz.  Two 
years  later,  Mr.  Heintz  bought  out  his  partner  and  has  since  conducted  the 
establishment  alone.  For  the  first  three  years  he  occupied  the  store  now  used 
by  the  Jewett  Drug  Co.  Then  needing  more  space,  he  moved  to  his  present  loca¬ 
tion,  at  207  North  Main  Street,  where  he  has  a  floor  space  of  22  by  60  feet,  well 
arranged  for  the  preparation,  display  and  sale  of  his  goods.  As  a  licensed 
pharmacist,  Mr.  Heintz  specializes  in  compounding  prescriptions  with  the 
greatest  care  from  the  best  standard  material.  As  is  the  custom  with  modern 
establishments  of  its  kind,  he  also  carries  proprietary  medicines,  toilet  articles, 
rubber  goods,  stationery,  and  miscellaneous  small  articles.  His  place  reflects 
the  progressive  spirit  of  the  owner  and  is  well  in  keeping  with  the  high  stand¬ 
ards  maintained  throughout  the  business  houses  of  the  city.  While  devoting 
most  of  his  personal  attention  to  the  drug  line,  he  has  also  been  interested  in 
various  other  lines.  He  has  owned  and  developed  farms  at  different  times,  and 
now  has  one  of  120  acres  in  Oak  Grove  Township.  For  three  years,  in  partner¬ 
ship  with  H.  C.  Reed  and  Henry  Ball,  under  the  firm  name  of  Heintz,  Reed  & 
Ball,  he  operated  a  lath,  shingle  and  sawmill,  which  was  very  successful.  At 
this  mill,  Mr.  Heintz  personally  took  charge  of  getting  out  all  the  lumber  with 
which  was  constructed  his  present  sightly  residence  at  15  West  Evans  Street. 
The  home  is  beautifully  finished,  contains  ten  rooms,  and  is  modern  in  every 
respect,  the  heating  system  being  a  combination  hot  water  and  hot  air  plant. 
Mr.  Heintz  is  known  throughout  the  county.  For  three  years  he  has  done 
good  service  as  president  of  the  Barron  County  Fair  Association,  which  has 
thrived  under  his  leadership.  In  this  and  in  other  ways  he  has  shown  his  in¬ 
terest  in  everything  that  has  for  its  object  the  welfare  of  the  county.  He  has 
succeeded  in  life  through  his  own  efforts,  through  hard  work  and  close  appli¬ 
cation  to  business,  and  in  achieving  his  own  success,  he  has  not  been  unmind¬ 
ful  of  the  duty  every  man  owes  of  helpfulness  to  others.  His  business  holdings 
include  stock  in  the  First  National  Bank  of  Rice  Lake.  Fraternally,  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  and  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  and  is  a  cordial 
supporter  of  the  Commercial  Club.  His  recreation  is  found  in  hunting  and 
fishing  and  other  out-of-door  sports.  Mr.  Heintz  was  married  Nov.  3,  1887,  to 
Lucy  Flack,  who  was  born  at  Spring  Prairie  on  March  9,  1865.  This  union  has 
been  blessed  with  five  children.  Hallie  was  born  June  23,  1895,  is  a  graduate 
of  the  Potter  Business  College  at  Rice  Lake  and  resides  at  home.  William 
Douglas  was  born  Aug.  21,  1899,  graduated  from  the  Rice  Lake  High  School  in 
the  class  of  1919,  and  is  now  attending  the  University  of  Wisconsin  at  Madison. 
Three  are  dead. 

Carl  Haaland,  proprietor  of  an  exterior  and  interior  decorating  establish¬ 
ment,  at  125  North  Main  Street,  Rice  Lake,  was  born  in  Norway,  March  26, 
1877,  son  of  Knute  and  Caroline  (Stenberg)  Haaland,  who  are  still  living  in 
that  country.  Carl  received  his  early  education  in  Norway,  and  there  learned 
his 'trade  as  a  painter,  paper  hanger  and  maker  of  picture  frames.  He  came 
to  America  in  1899,  and  engaged  in  business  at  Brandon,  in  Douglas  County, 
this  state.  Two  years  later  he  sold  out,  and  for  some  time  worked  at  his  trade 
in  New  York  City.  In  1902,  he  came  to  Rice  Lake,  and  entered  the  employ  of 
O.  S.  Johnson,  the  furniture  man.  Then  he  engaged  in  business  for  himself 
as  a  painter  and  paper  hanger,  and  occupied  various  offices  until  purchasing 
the  building  he  now  occupies  in  1916.  He  carries  a  good  line  of  paints,  oils,  wall 
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paper  and  picture  frames  and  moulding,  and  has  a  modern,  up-to-date  establish¬ 
ment  in  every  particular.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the  A.  S.  F.,  the  Sons 
of  Norway,  and  the  Beavers.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Commercial  Club.  Mr. 
Haaland  was  married  July  5,  1907,  to  Tina  Merk,  who  died  July  2,  1909,  leav¬ 
ing  one  son,  Kenneth,  born  April  23,  1908.  June  29,  1916,  he  married  Inga 
Thorkildson,  born  June  5,  1879,  in  Norway,  daughter  of  John  and  Gurine 
(Brandt)  Thorkildson,  natives  of  Norway,  both  now  deceased.  This  union  has 
been  blessed  with  two  children:  Gail  K.,  born  June  5,  1918;  and  Clifford  E., 
born  July  8,  1920.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Henry  C.  Heiland,  local  agent  at  Rice  Lake  for  the  Schmidt  Brewing  Co., 
was  born  at  Heidelberg,  Scott  County,  Minn.,  Jan.  1,  1874,  son  of  Fred  and 
Catharine  (Grassmen)  Heiland,  who  took  a  homestead  in  Scott  County,  Minn., 
in  1860,  developed  a  farm,  erected  buildings,  and  carried  on  agricultural  opera¬ 
tions  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  the  father  dying  in  1881  and  the  mother 
in  1918.  Henry  C.  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Jordan,  and  there 
remained  for  many  years,  first  working  in  a  hardware  store  three  years,  then 
’  conducting  a  livery  for  himself  for  eight  years,  and  then  engaging  in  the  re¬ 
freshment  business  for  six  years.  He  came  to  Rice  Lake  in  his  present  capacity 
in  1912.  Mr.  Heiland  was  married  at  Jordan,  Minn.,  Dec.  23,  1896,  to  Catherine 
Schmitz,  daughter  of  Matt  and  Lucinda  (Rendler)  Schmitz,  of  that  place.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Heiland  have  five  children,  all  of  whom  were  born  in  Jordan:  Carl 
Henry,  June  26,  1898;  Henry  J.,  March  20,  1900;  Ethel  Surzan,  April  22,  1902; 
Odelia  Margaret,  Sept.  19,  1907;  and  Lucile  Margaret,  Nov.  2,  1910. 

Rushmore  Merton  Whitaker,  now  deceased,  pioneer  teacher  of  Barron 
County,  and  founder  of  the  Barron  County  Abstract  Office,  was  a  familiar  figure 
in  Barron  County  life  for  many  years,  and  his  professions  brought  him  into 
contact  with  a  larger  number  of  citizens  than  almost  any  other  man  in  the 
community.  Every  person  who  met  with  him  held  for  him  the  deepest  respect; 
honesty  and  courtesy  were  his  watchwords,  service  to  his  fellowmen  was  his 
motto,  and  all  who  had  dealings  with  him  realized  that  the  fairest  and  most 
straightforward  treatment  would  be  accorded  them.  He  took  the  deepest  pride 
in  his  work,  accuracy  and  correctness  in  the  minutest  detail  were  his  constant 
aim,  and  the  abstract  books  he  prepared  will  remain  as  his  monument  so  long 
as  land  titles  in  the  county  endure.  Next  to  the  abstract  books,  he  found  his 
greatest  interest  in  geneological  research,  and  was  very  proud  of  his  family 
record.  On  his  father’s  side  he  was  descended  from  Gov.  William  Bradford, 
Plymouth  Colony,  and  on  his  mother’s  side  from  John  and  Priscilla  Alden, 
also  of  that  Colony.  A  relative  on  his  mother’s  side  was  one  Robert  Ransom, 
one  of  the  radicals  of  that  day  and  age,  who  was  far  from  satisfied  with  the 
existing  order  of  things,  in  the  Colony,  and  was  most  outspoken  in  his  criticism, 
so  much  so  that  he  was  arrested  and  compelled  to  appear  in  court  “to  answer 
his  presentment  for  speaking  wicked  and  reproachful  words  against  the  gov¬ 
ernor  and  his  magistrates.”  Upon  being  arraigned  he  “did  put  his  presentment 
on  traverse.”  The  jury  cleared  him  “legally  free,”  there  being  but  one  wit¬ 
ness  appearing  against  him  in  the  matter,  although  they  expressed  thenjselves 
as  “persuaded  that  the  accusation  spake  like  unto  the  said  Ransom’s  language.” 
Several  of  Mr.  Whitaker’s  ancestors  fought  with  General  Israel  Putnam  in 
the  Revolutionary  War,  and  performed  other  patriotic  services  during  that 
struggle.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  at  Sharon  Center,  Penn.,  in 
June,  1855,  the  son  of  Edward  and  Betsy  Maria  (Signor)  Whitaker,  and  re¬ 
ceived  a  public  school  and  Seminary  education  in  his  native  state.  He  came 
to  Barron  County  in  1876,  and  taught  school  in  the  rural  districts  until  1884. 
In  that  year  he  started  his  career  as  an  abstractor  in  the  Barron  County  Bank 
at  Rice  Lake.  When  the  change  was  made  in  the  officers  of  that  bank  he  formed 
a  partnership  with  D.  F.  Clark,  and  established  the  Barron  County  Abstract 
office  at  Rice  Lake,  with  which  he  remained  until  his  lamented  death,  October 
28,  1920.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Whitaker  was  associated  with  the  Masonic  and 
Pythian  orders,  and  took  much  interest  in  their  affairs.  Mr.  Whitaker’s  first 
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wife  was  Emma  Engel,  of  Cedar  Lake,  Wis.,  Mr.  Whitaker  had  four  children: 
Merton  E.,  now  of  Lethbridge,  Canada;  Ethel,  now  Mrs.  T.  F.  Milligan,  of 
Spokane,  Wash.;  Roy,  who  died  in  infancy,  and  Leon  N.,  of  Proctor,  Minn. 
Nov.  11,  1913,  Mr.  Whitaker  married  Mrs.  Augusta  Priscilla  Nichols,  widow 
of  Amos  C.  Nichols.  She  was  born  in  Havana,  Illinois,  acquired  a  thorough 
education,  and  was  a  professional  teacher  for  several  years.  She  has  taken 
her  part  in  the  religious  and  social  life  of  Rice  Lake,  is  an  active  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  church,  and  is  one  of  the  organizers  and  a  charter  member 
of  the  Fortnightly  Club,  of  which  she  has  been  president  for  two  years. 

Edward  Whitaker,  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  and  early  settler  of  Barron 
County,  was  born  in  Clarance,  N.  Y.,  April  26,  1829,  the  son  of  William  Henry 
Whitaker,  born  at  Providence,  R.  I.,  in  1806,  and  of  Thankful  (Champlin) 
Whitaker,  and  grandson  of  Jacob  Bradford  Whitaker,  the  line  running  back  to 
the  earliest  English  families  in  New  England.  He  married  Betsy  Maria 
Signor,  whose  New  England  line  ran  as  far  back  as  his  own.  At  the  outbreak 
of  the  Civil  War  he  enlisted  and  served  in  that  conflict  from  the  Battle  of  Bull . 
Run  to  the  Battle  of  the  Wilderness,  receiving  wounds  which  left  him  more 
or  less  crippled  for  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  came  to  Wisconsin  from 
Pennsylvania  in  the  early  days,  found  his  way  to  Barron  County,  and  estab¬ 
lished  himself  in  Stanfold  Township.  After  many  years  of  farming  there  he 
moved  to  Rice  Lake,  where  he  and  his  good  wife  both  died.  He  served  for 
several  terms  as  treasurer  of  the  town  of  Stanfold,  and  in  other  ways  as  well 
had  his  share  in  the  public  weal. 

Amos  C.  Nichols,  now  deceased,  was  for  many  years  a  highly  respected 
farmer  and  lumberman  of  Barron  County.  He  took  an  active  part  in  the 
affairs  of  the  community,  and  was  a  factor  in  the  progress  and  general  de¬ 
velopment  of  this  part  of  the  state.  Mr.  Nichols  was  born  in  Potter  County, 
Penn.,  May  4,  1848.  He  came  to  Barron  County  in  the  early  days,  and  for 
some  years  dealt  extensively  in  real  estate  in  connection  with  the  lumber 
interests  of  the  region,  buying  and  selling  large  tracts  of  timber  lands,  and 
also  dealing  in  cut-over  and  improved  land.  He  held  the  regard  of  all  with 
whom  he  has  business  and  personal  dealings,  and  at  his  death  in  November, 
1906,  occupied  a  most  enviable  position  among  his  fellow  men.  He  was  inter¬ 
ested  in  everything  that  had  for  its  object  the  betterment  of  the  community, 
and  at  various  times  was  called  to  serve  in  various  public  offices.  He  was 
also  a  substantial  factor  in  the  Presbyterian  church,  and  for  ten  years  previous 
to  his  death  served  the  local  church  as  its  ruling  elder.  Mr.  Nichols  was 
married  in  1875  to  Augusta  Priscilla  Ginder,  and  to  this  union  three  children 
have  been  born,  Wilson  H.,  Casson  A.,  and  John  Freeman.  Wilson  H.  is  a 
wholesale  dealer  in  groceries  and  supplies  with  headquarters  at  Eveleth,  Minn. 
Casson  A.,  a  most  promising  young  man,  died  in  his  twentieth  year  while  a 
student  at  the  Superior  State  Normal  School.  John  Freeman,  a  graduate  of 
the  law  department  of  the  University  of  Minnesota,  in  the  class  of  1904,  is 
now  a  prominent  attorney  and  real  estate  man  of  Minneapolis. 

George  William  Hickey,  millwright  for  the  Rice  Lake  factory  of  the  Rice 
Lake  Excelsior  Co.,  was  born  in  the  township  of  Stanley  Feb.  22,  1876,  son 
of  Isaac  and  Esther  D.  (Demars)  Hickey.  The  parents  were  natives  of  Canada, 
who  came  to  the  States  in  1870  and  took  a  homestead  in  Stanley  Township,  this 
county,  where  they  cleared  100  acres  of  land,  erected  log  buildings,  and  suc¬ 
cessfully  farmed  until  1891,  when  they  sold  out  and  moved  to  the  village  of 
Rice  Lake,  where  the  mother  died  Dec.  27,  1902,  and  where  the  father  now 
makes  his  home  with  his  son.  George  William  attended  school  until  he  was 
thirteen  years  of  age.  For  some  years  he  worked  on  the  farm  with  his  father, 
and  then  became  interested  in  the  lumber  business,  working  in  the  woods  and 
in  sawmills.  In  1899  he  entered  his  present  employ,  first  as  assistant  to  the 
millwright,  and  in  1912  was  promoted  to  the  position  of  general  millwright 
for  the  entire  plant.  Mr.  Hickey  was  married  April  28,  1902,  to  Ernestine 
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Renvill,  of  Rice  Lake,  and  this  union  has  resulted  in  one  daughter:  Lora  Alice, 
born  Feb.  22,  1903. 

Axel  Hedstrom,  who  is  living  a  retired  life  at  Rice  Lake  after  busy  years 
filled  with  hard  work,  is  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  the  community  and 
stands  well  with  all  who  know  him.  He  was  born  in  Sweden,  March  4,  1858, 
son  of  Anders  and  Anna  Christina  (Eliason)  Olson,  who  spent  the  span  of 
their  years  in  Sweden.  He  received  his  education  there  and  devoted  his  early 
life  to  farming.  He  came  to  America  in  1892,  and  located  at  Prentice,  Wis., 
where  he  was  employed  on  the  railroad  and  in  sawmills  for  four  years.  In 
1896  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  took  40  acres  of  wild  land  in  Rice  Lake 
Township.  He  cleared  the  wild  land,  put  up  a  set  of  buildings,  and  developed 
a  good  farm.  In  1898  he  added  twenty  acres,  and  in  1910  forty  acres  more, 
making  a  tract  of  100  acres,  all  in  section  11.  For  many  years  he  industriously 
carried  on  general  farming.  In  the  spring  of  1919  he  rented  the  farm  to  his 
sons.  Gust  and  Ed,  and  moved  to  Rice  Lake  Village,  where  he  purchased  a 
home  at  212  Noble  Avenue.  Mr.  Hedstrom  was  married  Oct.  26,  1880,  to  Anna 
Christina  Johnson,  who  was  born  in  Sweden,  March  15,  1859,  and  died  Nov. 
28,  1919,  leaving  six  children,  Hilda,  Ida,  Gust,  Ed,  Elsie  and  Anna.  Hilda 
is  the  wife  of  John  Westman,  of  Ashland,  Wis.,  and  they  have  six  children. 
Ida  is  the  wife  of  John  Nelson,  of  Minneapolis,  a  street  car  conductor,  and 
they  have  three  children.  Gust  is  on  the  home  farm.  Ed  is  also  on  the  home 
farm.  He  is  married  and  has  one  child.  Elsie  is  the  wife  of  Oscar  Amblad, 
of  Chetek  Township,  and  they  have  two  children.  Anna  is  employed  in  Min¬ 
neapolis.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Baptist  church. 

Frederick  L  Demers,  farmer,  merchant  and  public  official  for  many  years 
in  Rice  Lake,  now  deceased,  exerted  a  real  influence  on  the  life  of  the  county, 
and  left  behind  the  memory  of  an  honest,  upright  and  useful  life.  He  did 
his  duty  as  he  saw  it  in  business,  in  public  affairs  and  in  his  family,  and  was 
held  in  high  esteem.  He  was  a  native  of  Canada,  born  in  Quebec,  Nov.  17, 
1845,  the  son  of  McGuire  and  Margaret  (Dauplaise)  Demers,  both  of  Canadian 
birth,  but  of  ancient  French  lineage.  The  father,  who  was  a  mason  by  trade, 
died  in  1881,  after  which  the  mother  came  to  Rice  Lake,  took  up  her  home 
with  her  son,  Frederick  I.,  and  died  March  31,  1914,  at  the  age  of  ninety- 
seven  years.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  as  a  boy  attended  the  Canadian  public 
schools.  He  began  his  mercantile  career  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  when  he 
started  clerking  in  a  store  at  Sorel,  Province  of  Quebec,  Canada.  After  some 
years  of  this,  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  and  cordwood  business  for  him¬ 
self  in  the  same  place.  In  1870  he  came  to  the  States,  bringing  his  family, 
and  locating  at  Menomonie,  Dunn  County,  Wis.  It  was  in  1871  that  he  came 
to  Barron  County,  and  took  a  homestead  of  160  acres  in  section  24,  Rice  Lake 
Township.  He  developed  a  good  place,  worked  hard  to  acquire  success,  and 
there  established  the  foundation  of  his  future  fortunes.  In  1881  he  moved 
to  the  city  of  Rice  Lake,  established  himself  in  the  mercantile  business,  and 
soon  became  one  of  the  leading  business  men  of  the  county.  He  sold  the  estab¬ 
lishment  in  1906,  and  retired.  Busy  as  he  was  with  his  personal  and  business 
affairs,  he  found  time  for  public  work,  and  was  a  member  of  the  town  board 
five  years  and  a  member  of  the  city  council  for  two  years.  He  also  served  on 
various  committees  and  delegations  at  various  times.  He  died  Feb.  8,  1908, 
and  in  his  passing  the  county  lost  a  valued  citizen.  Mr.  Demers  was  married 
in  Canada,  Feb.  27,  1865,  to  Mary  Derosier,  and  this  union  has  been  blessed 
with  five  children:  Wilfred  A.  is  cashier  of  the  First  National  Bank  at  Rice 
Lake.  Samuel  is  in  Seattle,  Wash.  Joseph  J.  is  a  practicing  physician  of 
Pompey’s  Pillar,  Montana.  Clara  is  the  widow  of  J.  P.  Morneau,  and  lives  in 
Appleton,  Wis.  Laura  is  the  wife  of  J.  H.  Wilz,  cashier  of  the  Citizens  Bank 
of  Rice  Lake. 

Wilfred  A.  Demers,  financier,  agriculturist,  former  county  and  city  official, 
former  member  of  the  selective  draft  board,  and  present  cashier  of  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Rice  Lake,  was  born  in  the  Province  of  Quebec,  Canada,  Nov. 
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17,  1865,  son  of  Frederick  I.  and  Mary  (Derosier)  Demers,  who  brought  him 
to  the  States  in  1870  and  after  a  year  in  Menomonie,  this  state,  came  to  Barron 
County.  Wilfred  A.  was  reared  on  a  homestead  in  Rice  Lake  Township,  and 
there  attended  the  district  schools.  He  was  sixteen  years  old  when  his  family 
moved  to  Rice  Lake,  and  here  he  continued  his  schooling,  spending  his  spare 
time  in  working  with  his  father  in  his  store,  and  thus  learning  the  principles 
of  business  life.  After  he  left  school  he  worked  two  years  for  the  Omaha 
Railroad  at  Rice  Lake.  Then  he  became  a  clerk  in  his  father’s  store.  In  the 
fall  of  1898  he  was  elected  county  treasurer,  and  served  for  four  years,  making 
his  home  at  Barron.  Upon  his  retirement  he  continued  in  the  court  house  for 
a  while  as  assistant  to  the  county  treasurer.  Afterward  he  resumed  his  em¬ 
ployment  with  his  father.  He  entered  upon  his  banking  career  Nov.  1,  1907, 
as  assistant  cashier  of  the  First  National  Bank  at  Rice  Lake.  His  hard  work 
and  ability,  as  well  as  the  confidence  in  which  he  is  held  in  the  community, 
at  once  became  important  factors  in  the  life  of  the  bank,  and  on  Jan.  1,  1914, 
he  was  elevated  to  his  present  position.  Reared  as  he  was  on  a  farm,  he  has 
always  been  interested  in  agriculture,  and  he  makes  a  hobby  of  his  fine  place 
of  400  acres  in  Rice  Lake  Township,  where  he  breeds  full-blooded  Holstein- 
Freisian  cattle  for  dairy  purposes.  In  addition  to  this  he  is  the  owner  of 
several  residences  and  business  buildings  in  Rice  Lake  City.  His  public  office 
holding  has  not  been  confined  to  the  court  house,  for  in  the  city  as  well,  he 
has  done  excellent  service.  He  has  been  city  clerk  and  city  treasurer,  and 
during  his  term  as  alderman  was  one  of  the  prime  movers  in  installing  the 
present  adequate  sewage  system.  During  the  war  he  was  fearless  and  just 
as  a  member  of  the  selective  draft  board,  and  also  headed  a  number  of  Liberty 
Loan  and  War  Fund  drives.  All  in  all  he  is  a  broad  minded  man  of  intelli¬ 
gence  and  ability,  who  has  the  best  good  of  the  community  at  heart,  and  who, 
in  acquiring  his  own  success,  has  not  been  unmindful  of  others.  Fraternally 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  the  Catholic  Forestors.  Mr. 
Demers  was  married  July  4,  1887,  to  Delima  Santerre,  who  was  born  in 
Canada,  Sept.  6,  1868.  To  this  union  ten  children  have  been  born.  Alda  is  a 
teacher  and  lives  at  home.  Odille  was  for  several  years  librarian  at  the  Car- 
nege  Library  at  Rice  Lake.  Hazel  is  accountant  for  the  First  National  Bank 
at  Rice  Lake.  Leontine  is  the  wife  of  Russell  Rill  of  Casper,  Wyoming.  Ray¬ 
mond  is  a  student  in  the  Rice  Lake  High  School.  He  was  a  volunteer  in  the 
World  War  and  served  with  Co.  A,  121st  Machine  Gun  Battalion,  32nd  Division. 
Clarian  is  a  student  at  the  State  Normal  School  at  Superior.  Maurine,  An¬ 
toinette  and  Carroll  are  attending  the  public  schools.  One  is  dead.  The 
family  faith  is  that  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

B.  Drook,  confectioner,  is  one  of  the  prominent  business  men  and  leading 
citizens  of  Rice  Lake,  and  has  done  much  more  than  his  share  in  the  upbuild¬ 
ing  of  the  city.  He  was  born  in  Russia,  March  28,  1865,  the  son  of  Joseph 
and  Sarah  (Heller)  Drook,  natives  of  Germany,  and  descended  from  a  long 
line  of  distinguished  chemists.  Coming  as  he  did  of  people  of  means  and 
education,  young  Barney  had  unusual  opportunities  of  training  and  schooling, 
and  was  not  only  thoroughly  grounded  in  the  elementary  studies,  but  also  took 
courses  in  various  institutions  in  Europe.  Not  pleased,  however,  with  the 
system  of  despotic  government  under  which  he  was  living,  he  set  out  for 
America  in  1895.  For  two  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  confectionery  business 
at  Bristol,  Rhode  Island.  In  1897  he  engaged  in  business  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 
handling  a  retail  and  wholesale  line,  and  manufacturing  his  own  goods.  But 
he  had  something  of  the  pioneer  in  his  veins,  so  he  determined  to  seek  his 
fortunes  in  a  still  newer  region.  Accordingly  in  1899  he  came  to  St.  Paul, 
Minn.,  and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  confections  for  the  jobbing  trade. 
While  thus  occupied,  he  was  constantly  looking  about  for  a  location  where 
he  could  start  with  a  small  village  and  grow  as  the  village  grew.  Such  an 
opportunity  presented  itself  in  Rice  Lake.  So  he  came  here  in  1901  and  the 
following  year  established  his  present  business.  The  country  was  still  new, 
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and  the  starting  of  a  store  here  for  the  sale  of  high  class  candies  and  the 
manufacture  of  choice  ice  cream  seemed  a  highly  speculative  venture.  But 
Mr.  Drook  had  faith  in  the  future  of  this  region,  he  was  a  thorough  master 
of  his  business,  he  had  energy  and  pluck,  and  he  had  a  pleasing  personality 
which  won  him  friends  and  customers.  And  he  also  has  those  qualities  of 
character  and  that  spirit  of  fair  dealing  which  keep  his  friends  and  customers 
once  they  are  made.  The  business  developed  rapidly.  The  store  in  Rice  Lake 
became  one  of  the  business  centers  of  the  growing  city.  Ice  cream  was  not 
only  sold  to  other  dealers  here  and  to  the  homes,  but  also  shipped  to  points 
in  Northern  Wisconsin.  Mr.  Drook  devotes  his  entire  attention  to  the  store 
at  Rice  Lake.  The  building  was  erected  in  1914  in  connection  with  the 
construction  of  the  Odd  Fellows’  Block.  It  is  of  solid  brick  with  a  concrete 
foundation.  The  front  is  of  white  glazed  tile  and  plate  glass.  The  floors  of 
the  salesrooms  and  parlors  are  of  inlaid  mosaic  pattern,  while  the  floors  of 
the  basement  and  manufacturing  rooms  are  of  cement.  The  building  is  steam 
heated  throughout  and  equipped  with  an  artistic  system  of  lighting.  The 
soda  water  fountain  is  modern  and  the  display  cases  excellently  designed  for 
the  attractive  goods.  The  parlor  is  a  cozy,  prettily  decorated  place  with  an 
artistic  balcony.  A  special  feature  of  the  place  is  the  Paganini  Violin  Or¬ 
chestra,  a  mechanical  device  cased  in  solid  mahogany  and  imported  from 
Germany  at  a  cost  of  $3,000.  Mr.  Drook  manufactures  his  own  ice  cream  and 
candies.  He  carries  in  addition  to  the  confections  a  full  line  of  bakery,  fruits, 
novelties,  school  supplies  and  accessories,  and  serves  light  lunches.  His 
home  is  at  17  West  Knapp  and  was  built  in  1912.  It  is  a  modern  structure  of 
eight  rooms,  with  many  modern  conveniences.  Adjoining  the  house  are  several 
lots  where  Mr.  Drook  delights  in  cultivating  a  small  orchard.  He  also  owns 
other  city  property.  Fraternally  Mr.  Drook  has  been  very  active.  In  the 
Masonic  order  he  is  a  member  of  Rice  Lake  Lodge,  No.  234,  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
and  of  the  Eastern  Star.  In  the  Odd  Fellows  he  has  been  a  moving  factor. 
He  is  a  member  of  Rice  Lake  Lodge,  No.  269,  I.  0.  O.  F.,  Phoenix  Encampment, 
No.  25,  I.  O.  0.  F.,  and  Hiawatha  Rebecca  Lodge,  No.  75,  I.  0.  0.  F.,  and  has 
occupied  the  highest  offices  in  all.  He  is  president  of  the  Rice  Lake  Odd 
Fellows’  Building  Association,  Inc.,  and  was  one  of  the  building  committee 
when  the  present  building  was  erected.  He  was  also  responsible  for  the 
founding  of  the  Day  Oral  School  at  Rice  Lake.  Mr.  Drook  was  married  in 
Russia,  June  12,  1890,  to  Mary  Divan,  who  was  born  in  Russia  Sept.  1,  1874, 
and  has  been  a  most  capable  and  sympathetic  helpmeet  in  all  his  undertakings 
and  endeavors.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Drook  have  had  four  children.  Aaron  was 
born  March  22,  1891,  passed  through  the  Rice  Lake  graded  schools  and  high 
school,  graduated  from  the  law  school  of  the  University  of  Michigan  at  Ann 
Arbor  and  the  Detroit  College  of  Law  and  is  now  a  successful  lawyer  in 
Detroit,  Mich.  Victor  was  born  Sept.  1,  1893,  passed  through  the  Rice  Lake 
graded  schools  and  high  school,  graduated  in  medicine  from'  the  University 
of  Chicago  in  1916  and  is  now  successfully  practicing  medicine  in  Detroit, 
Mich.  Abraham,  a  boy  of  unusual  promise,  was  born  Feb.  23,  1897,  and  died 
March  23,  1914.  Sarah  was  born  Nov.  25,  1901,  was  one  of  the  brightest 
pupils  in  the  Day  Oral  School  at  Rice  Lake  and  is  now  making  a  remarkable 
record  in  the  Milwaukee  high  school.  Devoted  as  he  is  to  his  business,  Mr. 
Drook  finds  time  for  outdoor  life,  and  takes  the  keenest  delight  in  orcharding 
and  gardening. 

E.  E.  Campbell,  editor  and  publisher  of  the  Rice  Lake  “Times,”  is  one 
of  the  real  moulders  of  public  opinion  in  the  county.  He  brought  to  the  edi¬ 
torial  chair  a  long  experience  in  education  and  business  and  his  paper  is 
widely  read  and  highly  commended.  During  the  World  War  his  unswerving 
patriotism  had  much  to  do  with  the  high  fervor  of  loyalty  manifest  in  this 
county,  and  his  personal  influence  and  his  pen  have  ever  been  at  the  disposal 
of  every  good  cause  which  he  believes  to  be  for  the  betterment  of  the  nation, 
the  state,  the  county,  the  town  and  the  city.  He  is  a  strong  editorial  writer, 
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he  possesses  that  valuable  journalistic  sense  which  enables  him  to  fill  his 
news  columns  with  interesting  matter,  and  he  has  the  business  ability  to  see 
that  his  advertising  columns  are  kept  bright  and  modern  and  well  filled.  He 
also  has  a  job  and  commercial  department  which  does  a  satisfactory  business 
and  turns  out  good  work.  He  was  born  in  Muskegon,  Mich.,  Oct.  30,  1855,  and 
received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  River  Falls,  this  state. 
In  1878  he  entered  the  University  of  Wisconsin  and  was  graduated  with  the 
class  of  1882.  After  being  identified  with  the  printing  business  for  a  while 
he  became  assistant  principal  in  the  high  school  at  Faribault,  Minn.  In  1884 
he  became  principal  of  the  schools  at  Spring  Valley,  Minn.,  a  position  he  re¬ 
tained  until  1899,  with  the  exception  of  three  years,  when  he  occupied  a  similar 
position  with  other  schools.  From  1899  to  1902  he  was  principal  at  Adrian, 
Minn.  Then  he  engaged  in  the  cement  business  at  River  Falls  and  Rice  Lake 
with  Frank  M.  Ulrich  as  a  partner.  He  came  to  Rice  Lake  in  1903  to  look 
after  this  branch  of  the  business.  He  sold  out  shortly  afterwards  and  pur¬ 
chased  a  half-interest  in  the  Rice  Lake  “Leader.”  It  was  later  consolidated 
with  the  Rice  Lake  Chronotype,  Mr.  Campbell  selling  his  interest.  He  then 
(.1908)  purchased  the  Rice  Lake  “Times,”  which  he  still  owns  and  publishes. 
Mr.  Campbell  is  a  Democrat  in  politics.  Fraternally  he  belongs  to  the  Royal 
Neighbors  of  America.  Mr.  Campbell  was  married  Nov.  30,  1882,  to  Inez  M. 
Fields,  of  Madison,  Wis.  They  have  one  daughter,  wife  of  J.  H.  Hoffman,  of 
Minneapolis,  employed  in  the  office  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co. 

Fred  E.  Bailey,  an  early  Indian  trader,  for  many  years  engaged  in  business 
enterprises  in  Rice  Lake,  and  now  following  the  trade  of  tinsmith,  was  born 
March  23,  1861,  in  Dunn  County,  this  state,  son  of  Alva  W.  and  Martha  (Tice) 
Bailey.  Alva  W.  was  born  in  Lowell,  Mass.,  and  settled  in  Maple  Springs,  Dunn 
County  in  1856,  thereafter  following  the  hotel  business  at  Downsville  for  two 
years,  and  at  one  time  serving  as  government  Indian  trader.  As  a  boy  Fred 
E.,  attended  school  two  years  at  Ellsworth,  Wis.;  Rush  River  (later  called 
Bailey  Mills),  Wis.;  Esdaile  and  Maiden  Rock  one  year;  Eau  Galle,  Wis.,  and 
Rice  Lake,  this  county.  In  1874  his  father  became  Indian  trader  on  the 
Couderay  Indian  Reservation  in  Chippewa  County,  and  young  Fred  E.  was 
sent  one  term  to  the  Indian  school  on  the  reservation  and  then  to  the  public 
school  at  Knapp  Station.  After  that  he  again  attended  school  in  Rice  Lake 
for  two  years.  At  the  close  of  this  period  he  started  out  for  himself,  for  a 
time  trading  in  hides  and  ginseng  through  the  country  and  purchasing  where 
he  could.  Then  he  made  his  headquarters  at  Rice  Lake,  continuing  to  buy 
hides  and  pelts,  ginseng  and  other  medicinal  roots,  having  several  squads 
of  Indians  as  helpers,  both  in  digging  roots  and  in  trapping  fur  bearing  ani¬ 
mals.  In  1877  he  went  to  the  Red  River  Valley  with  his  uncle  in  search  of 
furs,  trading  and  buying  furs  and  hides  for  A.  O.  Bailey,  of  St.  Paul,  and 
ranging  from  St.  Paul  to  Crookston,  Minn.,  and  St.  Vincent,  Canada.  After 
this  he  returned  to  Rice  Lake  and  worked  in  the  woods  for  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co. 
The  next  year  he  went  to  Knapp  Station,  Wis.,  to  stay  with  his  uncle,  who  was 
ill,  and  who  died  in  1882.  Then  he  entered  the  employ  of  Lucas  &  Flescher  in 
their  store  at  Knapp,  Wis.,  to  learn  the  tinners’  trade.  While  there,  although 
not  yet  of  age,  he  was  appointed  village  marshal.  Next  he  worked  on  a  packing 
house  at  Menomonie,  Wis.,  which  was  in  process  of  construction.  Again  re¬ 
turning  to  Rice  Lake  he  engaged  in  the  transfer  business,  hauling  goods  for 
the  merchants.  For  a  while  thereafter  he  assisted  in  the  construction  of  the 
Omaha  Railroad  through  Rice  Lake;  also  the  “Soof”  line  into  Rice  Lake. 
For  some  thirty  years  he  had  a  transfer  and  storage  business,  also  acting  as 
agent  for  the  Standard  Oil  Co.  for  several  years.  In  1916  he  traded  his  business 
for  land,  and  since  then  has  devoted  his  time  to  his  trade.  He  is  well  liked 
in  the  community  and  is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  and  the  Knights  of 
Pythias.  Mr.  Bailey  was  married  Oct.  24,  1887,  at  Rice  Lake  to  Edith  A. 
McLeod,  born  at  Muskegon,  Mich.,  June  18,  1869,  daughter  of  George  and 
Flora  D.  (Lee)  McLeod,  natives  of  Maine  and  Illinois  respectively,  who  settled 
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in  this  county  in  1874,  the  father  dying  in  1910,  and  the  mother  still  making 
her  home  in  Rice  Lake.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bailey  have  six  children:  Herbert  H., 
Milbourne  O.,  Lee  Harold,  Victor  Carl,  Grace  A.  and  Norman  M.  Herbert  H. 
was  born  July  31,  1888,  and  died  in  infancy.  Milbourne  0.  was  born  Sept.  1, 
1889,  married  Oct.  24,  1903,  Mata  Schliep,  of  Wausau,  Wis.,  and  died  Feb.  4, 
1920.  Lee  Harold  was  born  Aug.  17,  1891,  and  lives  in  Rice  Lake,  Wis.  Victor 
Carl  was  born  Nov.  10,  1893,  and  lives  with  his  parents.  Grace  A.  was  born 
April  30,  1897,  and  died  in  childhood.  Norman  M.  was  born  Sept.  9,  1899, 
and  died  in  childhood.  Mrs.  Felicia  L.  Moore,  widow  of  Oliver  L.  Moore,  and 
grandmother  of  Mrs.  Fred  E.  Bailey,  makes  her  home  with  the  McLeod  family. 
She  is  a  lady  of  charming  personality,  bright  and  sprightly  and  cheery,  and 
at  the  age  of  90  years  can  read  without  glasses,  and  takes  an  interest  in  all 
the  affairs  of  the  younger  folk. 

Louis  Couture,  an  estimable  citizen  who  platted  a  part  of  the  land  on 
which  the  city  of  Rice  Lake  now  stands,  was  born  in  the  parish  of  St.  John, 
Chrysostum,  Province  of  Quebec,  Canada,  June  2,  1852,  son  of  Augustine  and 
Caroline  (Gagne)  Couture,  farmers  who  were  born  in  the  Province  of  Quebec, 
and  there  spent  the  span  of  their  years,  the  father  dying  in  1866  and  the 
mother  July  11,  1908,  at  the  age  of  78  years.  In  the  family  there  were  ten 
children:  Caroline,  August,  Louis,  Samuel,  Edward,  Oliver,  Demriese,  Abra¬ 
ham,  Felix  and  one  who  died  in  infancy.  By  a  second  marriage  to  Peter  Mor- 
neau,  the  mother  had  three  more  children,  Arsene,  Edmond  and  Lee.  Louis 
attended  the  Canadian  schools,  and  remained  at  home  until  he  was  sixteen 
years  of  age.  Then  he  started  out  for  himself,  working  for  a  while  as  a  helper 
in  lumber  camps  and  sawmills  and  then  as  a  section  hand  on  different  Canadian 
railroads.  He  came  to  the  States  in  1879  and  with  headquarters  at  Rice  Lake, 
became  identified  with  the  lumbering  industry  in  this  region,  working  as  a 
cook  in  lumber  camps  in  the  winter,  and  as  a  helper  in  sawmills  in  summer. 
In  1882  he  became  railroad  section  foreman  for  the  Omaha  road,  with  head¬ 
quarters  at  Lakeside,  Wis.,  two  years,  and  at  Serona,  Wis.,  then  known  as 
Bashaw,  for  fourteen  years.  He  returned  to  Barron  County  in  1896,  and  for 
one  summer  farmed  in  Stanfold  Township.  Then  he  came  to  Rice  Lake  once 
more,  after  cooking  in  camps  along  the  Red  Cedar  River  for  one  season,  again 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Omaha.  When  the  tracks  were  being  laid  from  Rice 
Lake  to  Eagle  Point  he  *was  at  first  assistant  foreman  of  a  gang  of  men,  and 
was  later  given  full  charge  of  a  crew  numbering  nearly  seventy.  Next,  in  the 
same  employ,  he  moved  to  Springbrook,  in  Washburn  County,  this  state.  After 
giving  up  railroad  work  he  devoted  himself  to  various  interests,  road  con¬ 
struction,  logging,  lumbering,  hotel  managing,  real  estate  dealing  and  farming. 
At  one  time  he  owned  a  quarter  section  of  land  in  Washburn  County,  where 
he  carried  on  general  farming,  gradually  developing  the  farm,  and  assisting 
his  neighbors  in  pulling  stumps,  clearing  their  land,  and  generally  improving 
their  various  properties.  He  was  a  leading  citizen  at  Springbrook,  helped  to 
organize  the  creamery  there  and  served  efficiently  as  a  member  of  the  school 
board.  Visiting  priests  held  mass  at  his  hotel,  and  it  was  through  his  untiring 
efforts,  aided  by  the  members  of  his  family  and  a  few  devout  friends,  that  a 
Catholic  church  was  finally  erected  at  the  place.  In  1909  he  came  back  to 
Rice  Lake  and  bought  the  Riverside  Tract,  so-called,  of  twelve  and  a  half 
acres,  on  which  he  platted  the  First  and  Second  Couture  Additions,  and  de¬ 
voted  himself  to  selling  the  lots,  dealing  in  general  real  estate,  and  doing 
truck  farming.  He  sold  out  in  1919  and  moved  to  his  present  residence  at 
738  North  Wilson  Avenue,  where  he  now  lives  retired.  He  and  his  family 
are  members  of  St.  Joseph’s  Roman  Catholic  church.  Mr.  Couture  was  married 
June  9,  1873,  to  Leocadie  Morneau,  who  was  born  in  the  same  parish  as  her 
husband,  Feb.  10,  1856,  daughter  of  Peter  and  Mary  Morneau,  both  natives 
of  the  same  parish  also,  and  both  now  deceased,  the  father  having  died  at  the 
age  of  84  and  the  mother  in  1864.  In  the  Morneau  family  there  were  fifteen 
children:  Elsie,  Peter,  Louise,  Marcelleine,  Lucy,  Charles  Delima,  Lescadie, 
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Louise  (second),  Frank,  John,  Joseph,  Louis,  and  twins  who  died  unnamed. 
As  already  noted,  Mr.  Morneau,  after  the  death  of  his  wife,  married  Mrs. 
Augustine  Couture,  and  had  three  more  children.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Louis  Couture 
have  had  thirteen  children:  Josephine,  Henry,  Oliamine,  Napoleon,  unnamed 
twins,  Arthur  (first),  Archel,  Arthur  J.,  Edmond,  Alphonse  F.,  Clarence  and 
Cemilda.  Josephine  was  born  Dec.  19,  1874,  married  Joseph  McDougall,  now  of 
Duluth,  and  has  six  children,  Raymond,  Irene,  Cicily,  Lloyd,  Louis  and  Gene¬ 
vieve.  Henry  was  born  Sept.  25,  1876,  and  died  June  26,  1898.  Oliamine  was 
born  Sept.  1,  1878,  and  is  now  clerk  in  a  store  at  Rice  Lake.  Napoleon  was 
born  March  1,  1883,  married  Mrs.  Cora  (Rose)  Gordon,  and  lives  in  Minne¬ 
apolis.  Arthur  (first)  died  in  infancy.  Archel  was  born  Sept.  25,  1886,  is  a 
barber  at  Spooner,  married  Marvel  Devlin,  and  has  two  children,  James  L. 
and  Eileen.  Arthur  J.  was  born  Dec.  19,  1888,  took  special  courses  in  the 
Agricultural  Department  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin,  and  is  now  the 
traveling  representative  for  the  J.  I.  Case  Threshing  Machine  Co.,  of  Racine, 
his  territory  being  Greece,  Turkey  and  Asia  Minor.  Edmond,  a  most  promising 
lad,  was  drowned  in  Rice  Lake  when  nine  years  of  age.  Alphonse  F.  is  one 
of  the  heroes  of  the  World  War,  having  lost  his  life  in  the  conflict  in  which 
the  land  of  his  birth,  the  land  of  his  father’s  birth,  the  land  of  his  ancestor’s 
birth  were  fighting  side  by  side.  He  did  excellent  service  as  an  interpreter 
for  the  Headquarters  Battalion,  of  the  Intelligence  Department,  and  was 
killed  Oct.  3,  1918.  He  is  laid  to  rest  in  the  Roumange  Cemetery  in  the  Ar- 
gonne  district,  where  he  sleeps  in  the  soil  on  which  his  ancestors  lived,  and 
which  he  died  to  save.  Clarence  was’  born  Nov.  23,  1895,  and  died  at  the  age 
of  about  four  years.  Cemilda  was  born  April  4,  1898  and  is  taking  a  com¬ 
mercial  course  in  the  University  of  Wisconsin  at  Madison. 

John  H.  Johnson,  banker,  business  man  and  farmer,  president  of  the 
Citizens  State  Bank  of  Rice  Lake,  former  owner  of  a  successful  market  in  Rice 
Lake,  and  now  proprietor  of  the  Riverside  Stock  Farm  of  160  acres  in  Rice 
Lake  City,  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  county,  has  been  in  the  county  nearly 
twenty  years,  and  in  that  time  has  demonstrated  his  worth  as  a  good  citizen. 
He  was  born  in  Norway  June  16,  1869,  son  of  John  and  Hannah  (Anderson) 
Johnson,  who  brought  him  to  America  in  the  fall  of  1869,  and  located  on  a 
farm  in  Jackson  County,  this  state,  where  the  mother  died  in  1913.  The  father 
farmed  there  46  years  until  1915,  when  he  came  to*  Rice  Lake  and  took  up 
his  home  with  his  son,  John  H.,  where  he  died  in  1917.  John  H.  was  reared 
in  Jackson  County  and  there  attended  the  public  schools.  He  remained  on  the 
home  farm  until  1899  when  he  went  to  Eau  Claire  in  the  employ  of  the  Min¬ 
nesota  Harvester  Co.  From  there  he  went  to  Fairchild,  Wis.,  where  he  was 
in  the  employ  of  the  N.  C.  Foster  Co.  He  came  to  Barron  County  in  1903  and 
rented  his  present  farm,  in  section  28,  Rice  Lake  Township.  In  1909  he  pur¬ 
chased  it.  It  then  consisted  of  240  acres,  but  eighty  acres  have  since  been 
sold.  This  place  he  has  highly  developed.  He  has  renovated  and  improved  the 
house  and  barns  and  erected  a  granary,  machine  shed,  silo  and  other  buildings. 
He  breeds  Holstein  cattle.  His  farming  operations  have  been  successful,  and 
his  farm  is  often  spoken  of  as  a  typical  and  model  Barron  County  estate.  For 
ten  years,  from  1909  to  1919,  while  still  conducting  his  farm,  Mr.  Johnson 
was  the  proprietor  of  a  market  at  Rice  Lake.  He  was  elected  president  of  the 
Citizens  State  Bank  on  Jan.  14,  1921.  In  public  life  he  has  taken  his  part  in 
every  good  cause,  and  for  five  years  he  did  good  service  as  a  member  of  the 
Rice  Lake  South  Side  school  board.  He  and  his  family  attend  the  Presbyterian 
church.  Mr.  Johnson  was  married  Dec.  23,  1893,  to  Annetta  Thompson,  who 
was  born  in  Norway  March  10,  1875,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Olson.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Johnson  have  six  children:  Hazel,  Evelyn,  Lloyd,  Glenn,  Clifford  and 
Clara  Mae.  Hazel  was  born  July  7,  1895;  Evelyn  was  born  Sept.  10,  1897; 
Lloyd  was  born  May  28,  1899;  Glenn  was  born  Nov.  21,  1902;  Clifford  was 
born  Sept.  9,  1909;  and  Clara  Mae  was  born  Aug.  18,  1912.  Evelyn  is  a  pro¬ 
ficient  teacher.  Lloyd  is  a  veteran  of  the  World  War. 
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Herman  Boortz,  an  estimable  citizen  of  solid  and  substantial  worth, 
formerly  a  farmer  of  section  29,  Sumner  Township,  and  now  living  at  35 
Hatten  Avenue,  Rice  Lake,  was  born  in  Germany  Oct.  20,  1854,  the  youngest 
of  the  twelve  children  of  John  and  Fredericka  (Schultz)  Boortz,  who  spent 
the  span  of  their  years  in  the  old  country.  He  was  reared  and  educated  in 
Germany,  and  was  there  married  and  had  three  children.  In  1882  he  brought 
his  family  to  America  and  found  his  way  to  this  county,  where  he  secured 
80  acres  of  wild  land  in  section  29,  Sumner  Township.  Here  he  erected  a  log 
house,  and  started  to  develop  a  farm  from  the  wilderness.  Fortunately  he 
had  two  cows,  so  the  children  had  a  supply  of  milk,  and  the  wife  made  butter 
for  family  use.  But  they  had  no  oxen  or  other  draft  animals,  their  farming 
equipment  was  meagre  and  progress  was  made  but  slowly.  For  some  years 
not  enough  could  be  raised  amid  the  stumps  to  support  the  family  so  Mr. 
Boortz  had  to  secure  what  outside  work  he  could  to  earn  a  little  money  while 
his  wife  stayed  at  home,  reared  the  children,  did  the  housework,  and  looked 
after  the  farm  and  stock  as  best  she  could.  Privations  were  many,  there 
were  no  luxuries,  and  even  the  necessities  were  sometimes  lacking.  But  by 
hard  work  and  frugal  management,  they  prospered,  and  built  up  a  good  place, 
rearing  a  good  family  of  children  to  respectable  manhood  and  womanhood. 
In  1910  they  moved  to  another  farm  of  128  acres,  where  they  farmed  until 
1920,  when  he  returned  to  Rice  Lake.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boortz  have  many  inter¬ 
esting  stories  to  tell  of  their  experiences  in  the  early  days.  When  they  first 
came  here  Mr.  Boortz  started  out  on  foot  and  walked  all  the  way  from  Eau 
Claire  to  Sumner  before  he  found  a  location  that  suited  him.  After  fixing  on 
a  place  he  went  back  to  Eau  Claire  and  brought  his  family  to  the  claim  with 
a  horse  team.  Mrs.  Boortz  brought  here  the  spinning  wheel  which  she  had 
owned  in  Germany,  and  on  this  she  knit  many  useful  garments  to  keep  the 
youngsters  warm,  and  her  husband  and  herself  comfortable.  Often  after  the 
babies  were  safely  asleep,  and  she  waited  for  her  husband  to  return  from 
some  far-away  work,  she  sat  by  the  feeble  light  late  at  night,  knitting,  and 
half  dreaming  of  the  time  when  the  babies  should  be  grown  and  have  babies 
of  their  own,  and  when  the  county  would  develop  from  a  wilderness  to  a  rich 
farming  country.  As  the  years  passed  they  replaced  their  log  cabin  with  a 
fine  set  of  farm  buildings,  and  their  two  cows  gave  way  to  a  fine  herd  of  pure 
blooded  Jerseys.  Mrs.  Boortz,  whose  maiden  name  was  Otellia  Kruger,  was 
born  in  Germany  Dec.  5,  1851,  and  they  were  married  May  25,  1877.  Three  of 
the  children,  Minnie,  Gustave  and  Herman,  were  born  in  Germany.  Eleven 
children,  Emma,  Lena,  Otto,  Paul,  Elsie,  Erma,  Laura,  Walter,  Bernard, 
Agatha  and  Arndt,  were  born  on  the  farm  in  this  county.  The  family  faith 
is  that  of  the  German  Lutheran  church  in  Stanley  Township,  in  which  Mr. 
Boortz  has  been  a  prominent  worker  and  officer  for  many  years. 

John  Mittermeyer,  a  well-to-do  resident  of  Rice  Lake,  now  living  retired, 
was  born  in  Washington  County  May  15,  1855,  the  son  of  early  pioneers  of 
the  state.  He  attended  school  in  his  native  county,  and  as  a  youth  learned 
the  blacksmith’s  trade,  which  he  was  destined  to  follow  for  over  a  half  a 
century.  In  1880  he  came  to  Rice  Lake  and  became  a  blacksmith  for  the  Rice 
Lake  Lumber  Company,  with  whom  he  remained  for  a  quarter  of  a  century, 
also  working  many  years  for  other  firms.  On  Nov.  15,  1920,  he  retired  from 
active  work,  and  now  devotes  his  time  to  looking  after  his  various  interests. 
He  has  bought  and  sold  land  at  various  times  as  an  investment  and  now  owns 
in  addition  to  his  pleasant  residence  at  36  North  Wisconsin  Avenue,  two  im¬ 
proved  farms  of  80  acres  each  in  Rice  Lake  Township,  which  he  rents,  an  im¬ 
proved  farm  of  60  acres  in  Stanley  Township,  which  he  also  rents,  and  an  un¬ 
improved  farm  of  80  acres  in  Stanfold  Township.  He  raises  good  Jersey 
stock,  having  a  full  blooded  sire.  Mr.  Mittermeyer  was  married  Sept.  28, 
1880,  to  Catherine  Russell,  who  was  born  at  Chippewa  Falls  on  May  1,  1862. 
This  union  has  been  blessed  with  four  children.  Catherine  is  the  wife  of 
Archie  Ward  of  Rice  Lake.  Georgiana  is  the  wife  of  John  Palmer,  who  rents 
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Mr.  Mittermeyer’s  farm  in  Stanley  Township  and  one  in  Rice  Lake.  Edwin 
died  Feb.  7,  1920,  and  Albert  died  in  1882.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the 
Saints  Church  of  Rice  Lake. 

Carl  O.  Ronning,  of  the  C.  O.  Ronning  Co.,  owners  of  the  Ford  garage  at 
Rice  Lake,  was  born  in  Lac  qui  Parle  County,  Minn.,  May  9,  1879,  son  of  An¬ 
drew  and  Mary  (Hoas)  Ronning.  The  parents  were  natives  of  Norway,  who 
came  to  America  in  the  early  seventies,  and  took  a  homestead  of  a  quarter 
section  in  Lac  qui  Parle  County,  which  they  cleared  and  broke  and  on  which 
they  erected  suitable  buildings.  There  they  farmed  for  many  years,  the 
father  dying  in  1896  and  being  survived  by  his  wife,  who  is  still  living  there. 
In  the  family  there  were  seven  children:  Inga,  Nels,  Gurena,  Edward,  Martin, 
Alfred  (deceased),  and  Carl  0.  Carl  O.  was  educated  in  his  native  county, 
helped  his  parents  on  the  farm,  and  as  a  youth  was  employed  for  some  four 
years  in  the  telephone  exchange  at  Boyd,  Minn.  Then  he  went  to  Minne¬ 
apolis,  and  was  employed  for  a  year  by  the  Emerson,  Brantingham  Tractor 
Co.  Ther.  he  went  to  work  for  the  Ford  Motor  Co.  at  that  city,  where  he  thor¬ 
oughly  learned  automobile  repairing  in  all  its  branches.  With  this  excellent 
preparation,  he  came  to  Rice  Lake  in  1917,  and  established  his  present  com¬ 
pany.  He  handles  the  Ford  car,  carries  a  full  line  of  accessories,  and  does 
general  repairing.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Rice  Lake  Commercial  Club.  Mr. 
Ronning  was  married  June  10,  1912,  to  Mabel  Constance,  born  in  Yellow 
Medicine  County,  Minn.,  April  6,  1891,  daughter  of  Peter  and  Anna  (Bjoraa) 
Constance,  natives  of  Minnesota,  who  farmed  in  that  state  for  many  years, 
and  are  now  farming  near  New  Richmond,  Wis.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ronning  have 
one  son,  Percy  O.,  born  Sept.  16,  1917.  The  family  home  is  a  pleasant  resi¬ 
dence  on  638  North  Main  Street.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ronning  attend  the  Norwegian 
Lutheran  church. 

Oscar  Bakke,  of  the  Bakke  Brothers  Bicycle  Shops,  Rice  Lake  and  Barron, 
was  born  in  Hurley,  Wis.,  Jan.  7,  1890,  son  of  Andrew  and  Annette  (Anderson) 
Bakke,  natives  of  Norway,  who  came  to  this  country  in  the  early  eighties,  and 
are  now  farming  in  Stanley  Township,  this  county.  He  received  most  of  his 
early  education  in  his  native  city,  and  for  several  years  was  engaged  in  farm 
work.  From  his  youth  he  was  interested  in  mechanics  and  took  up  tinkering 
of  various  sorts  at  home.  In  1916  he  came  to  Rice  Lake  and  opened  a  bicycle 
shop.  In  1918  he  took  his  two  brothers,  John  and  Westye,  as  partners,  and 
in  1919  opened  a  branch  at  Barron,  of  which  John  is  now  in  charge.  The  two 
shops  carry  a  general  line  of  bicycles  and  supplies,  do  general  repairing,  and 
deal  in  the  Harley-Davidson  Motorcycle.  The  brothers  also  hold  the  agency 
for  the  Universal  Farm  Lighting  Plants,  and  have  installed  a  number  of  these 
plants  with  satisfaction  in  farm  houses  in  the  townships  adjoining  Rice  Lake 
and  Barron.  Oscar  Bakke  was  inducted  in  the  United  States  service  July  15, 
1918,  and  did  military  police  duty  at  Camp  Hancock,  Augusta,  Ga.  He  was 
discharged  March  3,  1919. 

Westye  Bakke,  of  the  Bakke  Brothers  Bicycle  Shops,  Rice  Lake  and  Barron, 
was  born  in  Superior,  Wis.,  Sept.  7,  1892,  son  of  Andrew  and  Annette  (Ander¬ 
son)  Bakke,  now  of  Stanley  Township,  in  this  county.  He  received  his  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  schools  of  Superior  and  worked  with  his  father  for  several  years. 
In  1918  he  came  to  Rice  Lake,  and  became  a  partner  in  the  present  concern. 
He  was  inducted  into  the  United  States  service  Aug.  6,  1918,  and  trained  at 
Camp  Shelby  in  Mississippi,  and  at  Camp  Mills,  Long  Island,  N.  Y.  He  sailed 
for  overseas  Oct.  6,  1918,  and  was  in  France  ten  months  with  the  152nd  In¬ 
fantry,  38th  Division.  He  was  returned  to  the  States  and  was  discharged 
from  Camp  Grant,  Ill.,  July  16,  1919. 

Ole  Berg,  now  deceased,  who  for  several  years  was  one  of  the  representa¬ 
tive  farmers  of  Barron  County,  was  born  in  Norway  Nov.  25,  1864,  and  was 
there  reared.  He  came  to  America  in  1886  at  the  age  of  22  years,  and  was 
married  on  Christmas  Day,  1887,  to  Anna  Sather,  who  was  born  in  Norway 
May  8,  1865  and  came  to  America  in  1884  at  the  age  of  19  years.  In  1895  they 
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settled  on  a  farm  of  80  acres  in  Stanfold  Township,  and  there  toiled  early  and 
late,  grubbing  and  developing  the  land,  erecting  a  comfortable  home  and  all 
necessary  outbuildings,  and  there  followed  diversified  farming  until  Mr.  Berg’s 
death  May  2,  1917.  He  had  won  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  his  fellow  men, 
his  judgment  was  much  relied  upon,  he  was  a  solid  and  substantial  man,  and 
his  death  was  sincerely  mourned.  In  the  spring  of  1919  Mrs.  Berg  moved  to 
Rice  Lake  and  purchased  her  present  home  at  311  Hatten  avenue.  She  has 
sold  the  home  farm  and  bought  another  one,  which  she  now  rents.  She  is  a 
most  worthy  woman  who  was  an  able  helpmeet  to  her  husband  in  all  his  under¬ 
takings,  and  she  Is  well  thought  of  by  all  who  know  her. 

Dighton  S.  Grilley,  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  pioneer  farmer,  and  former 
clerk  of  court  for  Barron  County,  was  born  in  Palatine,  Cook  County,  Ill.,  Nov. 
28,  1848,  son  of  Leander  F.  and  Sarah  (Briggs)  Grilley,  natives  of  New  York 
State,  who  came  to  Illinois  in  1845,  and  there  farmed  until  1863.  They  then 
located  in  Houston  County,  Minnesota,  in  1873  coming  to  Barron  County  and 
taking  a  homestead  in  Section  28,  Sumner  Township,  where  they  improved  the 
land,  erected  buildings,  and  lived  until  their  deaths,  the  father  dying  in  July, 
1900,  and  the  mother  in  April,  1876.  Dighton  S.  attended  school  in  Illinois 
until  he  was  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  after  coming  to  Minnesota  in  1863, 
attended  here  still  another  term.  Then  he  went  to  Chicago,  near  his  former 
home,  and  enlisted  in  Company  E,  113th  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  was 
later  transferred  to  the  120th  Illinois  Infantry,  serving  until  mustered  out 
Sept.  10,  1865.  Then  he  returned  to  Houston  County,  Minnesota,  and  remained 
with  his  parents  on  the  farm.  In  1871  he  rented  a  farm  in  Alden,  Minn.,  but 
the  next  year  engaged  in  the  meat  business  at  Houston  Village,  Minn.  When 
his  parents  came  to  Barron  County,  Wisconsin,  in  1873  he  came  with  them 
and  took  a  homestead  in  Section  27,  Sumner  Township.  The  next  few  years 
were  devoted  to  improving  and  developing  this  farm.  He  sold  out  in  1881,  and 
in  1883  moved  to  Cameron,  in  this  county,  where  he  took  up  railroad  work. 
He  served  as  town  clerk  and  justice  of  the  peace,  and  in  1887  became  assistant 
postmaster.  In  1893  he  went  to  Sumner  Township,  in .  this  county,  to  look 
after  his  father.  There  he  engaged  in  small  farming,  making  a  specialty  of  the 
bee  business.  For  thirteen  years  of  this  stay  he  served  the  town  as  assessor. 
In  1908  he  sold  the  farm  and  moved  to  Barron,  to  take  up  his  duties  as  clerk  of 
the  Circuit  Court.  Eight  years  later  on  account  of  ill  health  he  refrained  from 
again  offering  himself  as  a  candidate.  In  1919  he  came  to  Rice  Lake,  where  he 
has  since  resided.  He  belongs  to  the  G.  A.  R.  and  worships  at  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Grilley  was  married  at  La  Crosse,  Wis.,  Oct.  3,  1870, 
to  Mrs.  Emma  (Freeman)  Parkes,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Mary  Freeman.  This 
union  has  resulted  in  seven  children:  Lillian  M.,  Howard,  Archer  C.,  George, 
William  D.,  Irene  and  Myrtle.  Lillian  M.  was  bom  Jan.  23,  1872,  at  Alden, 
Freeborn  County,  Minnesota.  She  married  Marlin  Mettel  in  August,  1892, 
and  died  April  8,  1899.  Her  son,  William  J.,  now  lives  with  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Grilley  at  Rice  Lake.  He  served  in  the  World  War  twenty-two  months  in  the 
14th  Field  Artillery,  and  after  his  discharge  re-enlisted  for  aviation  duty. 
Howard  was  born  Sept.  8,  1873,  in  Houston,  Minn.,  was  married  Oct.  15,  1902, 
and  lives  at  Rice  Lake.  The  rest  of  the  children  were  born  in  Barron  County. 
Archer  C.  was  bom  March  23,  1876,  was  married  in  April,  1901,  to  Leanna 
Blood  and  lives  at  Rice  Lake,  Wis.  George  was  bora  March  5,  1878,  was  mar¬ 
ried  in  1901  to  Tena  Hanson  and  lives  in  Minneapolis.  William  D.  was  born 
April  10,  1880,  was  married  in  1900  to  Mildred  Leonard  and  farms  at  Drum¬ 
mond,  Wis.  Irene  was  bom  April  9,  1886,  was  married  in  1906  to  Harry  Col¬ 
bert  and  lives  in  Chetek,  where  her  husband  is  a  farmer.  Myrtle  I.  was  born 
Jan.  3,  1889,  and  died  in  April,  1892. 

Ettsebe  E.  Craite,  who  is  successfully  engaged  in  the  real  estate  and  milling 
business,  Rice  Lake,  and  one  of  the  owners  of  the  Majestic  Theater  of  this 
place,  was  born  in  Manitowoc,  Wis.,  April  14,  1863,  son  of  Eusebe  E.  and  Zoe 
(Reull)  Craite,  natives  of  Canada  and  of  French  descent.  Eusebe  E.  Craite,  Sr., 
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came  to  Manitowoc  in  1843,  worked  as  a  millwright  for  a  number  of  years,  then 
bought  160  acres  of  timber  land  which  he  cleared  and  developed  into  a  good 
farm,  later  sold  out,  and  purchased  a  similar  tract  near  Mishicott,  Wis.,  which 
he  also  developed,  and  there  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  died  Aug.  9, 
1893,  survived  by  his  good  wife  who  now  makes  her  home  in  Green  Bay,  Wis. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  started  out  for  himself  when  he  was  sixteen  years  of 
age  and  worked  at  various  occupations,  including  farming  and  carpentering. 
In  1886  he  engaged  in  business  at  Hayward,  Wis.  The  next  year  he  came  to 
Rice  Lake  and  engaged  in  business,  in  which  he  continued  until  1910  when  he 
sold  out.  In  the  meantime  he  was  more  or  less  interested  in  real  estate,  and 
engineered  many  important  real  estate  transfers.  He  still  continues  in  the 
same  line  and  also  has  milling  interests  in  the  flour  and  feed  line.  In  1920  he 
and  his  sons,  Isaac  J.  and  Joseph  G.,  erected  the  Majestic  Theater,  an  up-to-date 
show  house,  with  a  seating  capacity  of  420.  Among  other  real  estate  hold¬ 
ings,  Mr.  Craite  is  the  owner  of  several  city  lots  in  Hammond  &  Craite’s  addi¬ 
tion  to  Rice  Lake.  The  pleasant  family  residence  is  at  216  North  Main  street. 
Mr.  Craite  was  married  June  6,  1891,  at  Rice  Lake,  to  Rosa  Deresseau,  daughter 
of  Edward  and  Phileman  (Rosseau)  Deresseau,  both  now  deceased.  This  union 
has  been  blessed  with  three  sons,  Isaac  J.,  Edgar  J.  and  Joseph  G. 

Isaac  J.  Craite  was  born  April  25,  1893,  at  Rice  Lake,  and  attended  the 
public  and  parochial  schools.  In  the  years  1909,  1910  and  1911  he  attended 
St.  Thomas  College  at  St.  Paul,  and  in  1911-1912  taught  in  the  commercial 
department  of  that  institution.  In  1913  he  was  a  stenographer  in  Minneapolis. 
The  next  year  he  was  an  accountant  for  the  Farmington  State  Bank,  of  Farm¬ 
ington,  Minn.  In  1915  he  came  back  to  Rice  Lake  and  entered  into  partnership 
with  his  father.  He  served  three  years  in  the  National  Guard — 1910,  1911  and 
1912,  in  a  separate  battalion.  On  Jan.  1,  1918,  he  enlisted  at  St.  Paul  in  the 
Divisional  Headquarters  Troop  of  the  88th  Division  with  which  he  spent 
eighteen  months — six  months  at  Camp  Dodge,  Iowa,  and  eleven  months  in 
France  at  the  Divisional  Headquarters.  After  his  return  to  the  United  States 
he  was  discharged  at  Camp  Dodge  June  1,  1919. 

Edgar  J.  Craite  was  born  Dec.  29,  1896,  passed  through  the  public  and 
parochial  schools  of  Rice  Lake,  and  studied  at  St.  Thomas  College,  St.  Paul, 
Minn.,  in  1910-1913.  He  then  entered  the  medical  department  of  the  Mar¬ 
quette  University  at  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  and  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of 
M.  D.  in  1917.  He  took  his  interne  work  as  house  physician  in  Trinity  Hos¬ 
pital,  Milwaukee,  for  a  year,  and  is  still  in  practice  in  that  city.  He  also  served 
in  the  World  War,  being  an  instructor  in  the  medical  corps  at  Marquette 
University,  and  receiving  his  discharge  after  the  armistice  was  signed. 

Joseph  G.  Craite  was  born  Nov.  30,  1898,  and,  like  his  brothers,  attended 
the  public  and  parochial  schools  of  Rice  Lake  and  St.  Thomas  College  at  St. 
Paul,  Minn.  He  served  ten  months  during  the  World  War,  enlisting  in  August, 

1918,  four  months  of  which  was  spent  in  training  at  the  McSweney  Auto 
School  at  Kansas  City  and  six  months  in  France  in  the  Government  Medical 
Ambulance  Section  attached  to  the  French  Army.  He  was  discharged  June  14, 

1919,  at  Camp  Grant  and  is  now  studying,  taking  a  commercial  course  at 
the  Commercial  Academy  in  Milwaukee. 

Harvey  E.  Drake,  a  pioneer  of  Dunn  County,  this  state,  was  born  in  Boston, 
Mass.,  and  received  a  good  education  in  his  native  city.  After  engaging  in 
the  retail  boot  and  shoe  business  for  a  while,  he  entered  the  wholesale  busi¬ 
ness  in  the  same  line.  After  a  while,  however,  his  eyes  failed,  and  he  decided 
to  try  his  fortunes  in  the  great  sweeps  of  the  Northwest.  Accordingly  he  came 
to  Wisconsin  about  1857,  and  after  looking  about  for  a  while  located  in  the 
southern  part  of  Dunn  County,  where  he  developed  a  good  farm.  He  and  his 
good  wife  attained  eminence  in  their  community,  and  were  highly  respected  as 
God-fearing  Christian  people  of  education  and  refinement,  whose  former  sur¬ 
roundings  had  been  somewhat  different  from  those  of  most  of  their  neighbors, 
nearly  all  of  whom  had  originally  come  from  rural  communities.  After  a  long 
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and  useful  life  Mr.  Drake  died  in  1892.  His  good  wife  survived  until  1899. 
Mr.  Drake  was  a  descendant  from  Mayflower  stock,  and  worthily  upheld  the 
traditions  of  that  ancient  line.  His  wife,  Sarah  P.  White,  was  also  descended 
from  early  New  England  families. 

Horace  W.  Drake,  one  of  the  first  aldermen  of  Rice  Lake  after  its  incor¬ 
poration,  and  for  over  three  decades  engaged  with  the  lumber  interests  of 
the  county,  was  born  in  Massachusetts,  in  the  city  of  Boston,  July  26,  1855, 
son  of  Harvey  E.  and  Sarah  P.  (White)  Drake.  He  was  brought  to  Wisconsin 
by  his  parents  when  he  was  a  small  child,  and  was  reared  on  a  farm  in  the 
southern  part  of  Dunn  County,  where  he  received  his  education.  He  then 
learned  his  carpenter’s  trade  and  entered  the  employ  of  the  Rice  Lake  Lumber 
Co.  With  this  company  he  helped  to  build  the  first  sawmill  in  Rice  Lake.  He 
remained  with  the  same  company  until  it  sold  out.  He  then  retired  after 
thirty-three  years  of  service.  When  the  city  of  Rice  Lake  was  incorporated 
in  1887  he  was  elected  one  of  the  members  of  the  first  council  and  served  for 
two  terms.  He  has  also  done  good  work  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Edu¬ 
cation  for  five  years,  and  has  held  other  positions  of  public  trust  and  private 
honor.  His  fraternal  relations  are  with  the  Modern  Woodmen.  The  religious 
faith  of  the  family  is  that  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  and  Mr.  Drake  is  an 
elder  in  the  local  congregation.  Mr.  Drake  was  married  Oct.  20,  1878,  at 
Menomonie,  this  state,  to  Ellen  Dale  Ginder,  daughter  of  John  G.  and  Leanna 
L.  (Lear)  Ginder,  who  came  to  Wisconsin  from  Illinois  in  1890.  Mr.  Ginder 
was  a  dealer  in  real  estate,  especially  in  pine  lands,  he  owned  extensive  tracts 
in  this  state  and  by  his  transactions  acquired  a  modest  fortune.  He  died  in 
1890  and  his  wife  is  living  in  Rice  Lake.  She  is  now  86  years  of  age,  but  is 
as  hearty  and  sprightly  as  a  girl,  and  thinks  nothing  of  walking  a  mile  to  visit 
her  friends  or  to  enjoy  the  invigorating  air.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Drake  have  two 
children,  Maude  L.  and  Gussie  E.  Maude  L.  was  born  July  14,  1885,  and  was 
married  Aug.  7,  1907,  to  Ernest  A.  Saucier,  of  Rice  Lake.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Saucier 
have  one  son,  De  Wayne  E.,  born  Aug.  26,  1908,  who  is  doing  well  at  his  studies 
in  the  public  schools.  Gussie  E.  was  born  May  4,  1890,  and  lives  at  home  with 
her  parents.  The  family  is  highly  regarded  throughout  the  community. 

Stanley  Robbins,  connected  with  the  Rice  Lake  Drug  Co.,  at  Rice  Lake, 
is  one  of  the  rising  young  men  of  the  community  and  is  taking  his  share  in 
every  movement  that  has  for  its  object  the  betterment  of  the  city.  He  was 
born  at  Madison,  Wis.,  Dec.  8,  1888,  the  son  of  Judge  James  and  Hattie  (Curtis) 
Robbins,  who  brought  him  to  Rice  Lake  when  he  was  an  infant.  He  passed 
through  the  graded  schools  and  was  graduated  from  the  Rice  Lake  high  school 
in  the  class  of  1906.  He  then  took  a  two  years’  classical  course  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Wisconsin  at  Madison,  and  a  two  years’  pharmacy  course  at  Mar¬ 
quette  College  in  Milwaukee,  where  he  received  the  degree  of  Ph.  G.  Then  he 
returned  to  Rice  Lake  and  took  up  his  present  employment.  He  was  married 
May  17,  1917,  to  Marie  Robarge,  born  in  Rice  Lake,  March  31,  1896,  and  they 
have  one  son,  George,  born  Aug.  1,  1918. 

James  Robbins,  now  deceased,  was  for  nearly  thirty  years  a  prominent 
and  highly  influential  citizen  of  Rice  Lake,  and  his  presence  and  wise  counsel 
are  greatly  missed  in  all  civic  affairs  in  the  same  measure  that  his  benignant 
presence  is  missed  in  his  family,  and  his  genial  personality  in  his  wide  circle 
of  friends.  He  was  mayor  of  the  city,  city  attorney,  municipal  judge,  member 
of  the  board  of  education  and  of  the  library  and  park  boards,  president  of  the 
Commercial  Club,  and  of  the  Red  Cedar  Valley  Electrical  Co.,  and  a  stock¬ 
holder  and  director  in  many  companies  formed  for  the  advancement  of  the 
city’s  commercial  interests.  He  also  served  in  many  other  positions  of  public 
honor  and  private  trust,  was  a  member  of  various  committees  and  delegations, 
and  in  fact  always  placed  his  services  at  the  disposal  of  any  'cause  that  he  be¬ 
lieved  to  be  just  and  right.  He  attained  high  success  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession,  and  at  one  time  was  endorsed  by  the  Barron  County  Bar  Associa¬ 
tion  as  a  candidate  for  Circuit  Judge,  but  declined  to  run.  At  the  time  of  his 
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death  it  was  written :  “Jim  Robbins  is  dead.  These  words  came  with  a  shock 
to  nearly  everyone  Friday  morning,  for,  though  all  knew  that  he  was  danger¬ 
ously  ill,  they  had  expected  that  he  would  recover  and  take  his  customary 
place  among  them.  The  news  brought  general  sorrow,  too,  for  few  men  are 
gifted  with  the  pleasant  personality  which  Mr.  Robbins  possessed.  Many  a 
man  who  came  into  his  presence  with  a  careworn  expression  on  his  face  left 
happy  and  smiling  after  a  little  chat  which  generally  started  with  the  words 
‘hunting  trouble,  eh?’  as  a  twinkle  leaped  into  his  eyes.  At  no  place  was 
Mr.  Robbins’  wit  and  humor  more  in  evidence  than  when  making  a  public 
address  or  acting  as  toastmaster  at  a  banquet.  His  turn  on  any  program  was 
always  awaited  with  eager  smiles.”  James  Robbins  was  born  in  Winnebago 
County,  this  state,  Sept.  1,  1866,  son  of  George  and  Mary  (Reynolds)  Robbins, 
natives  respectively  of  England  and  Ireland,  both  now  deceased,  and  for  over 
a  half  a  century  residents  of  Oshkosh,  Wis.  There  was  but  one  other  child 
in  the  family,  an  older  brother,  Decatur,  now  of  Rice  Lake.  James  Robbins 
graduated  from  the  Oshkosh  high  school,  and  in  1889  completed  the  law 
course  at  the  University  of  Wisconsin.  The  following  year  he  took  up  the 
practice  of  his  profession  at  Rice  Lake,  where  he  at  once  became  an  active 
citizen.  After  a  useful  life  he  died  Oct.  3,  1919.  Judge  Robbins  was  married 
Dec.  14,  1887,  at  Clear  Lake,  Wis.,  to  Hattie  Curtis,  born  Nov.  16,  1866,  in 
Menomonie,  Wis.,  daughter  of  Almon  and  Lucy  (Hatch)  Curtis,  long  time 
residents  of  Menomonie.  Mrs.  Robbins  as  Miss  Curtis  was  for  some  years 
an  efficient  teacher  in  that  city.  For  fourteen  years  she  was  the  public  li¬ 
brarian  at  Rice  Lake  in  the  institution  which  her  husband  organized.  She  now 
resides  at  25  West  Douglas  Street.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robbins  have  one  son, 
Stanley,  born  Dec.  8,  1888,  now  a  drug  clerk  in  Rice  Lake. 

Drexel  L.  Dawson,  M.  D.,  of  the  firm  of  Sattre  &  Dawson,  physicians  and 
surgeons  of  Rice  Lake,  and  members  of  the  surgical  and  medical  staff  of  the 
Lakeside  Methodist  Hospital,  which  they  assisted  in  organizing  and  founding, 
was  born  in  Scotland,  Ill.,  Feb.  6,  1889,  son  of  Douglas  and  Ida  May  (Rhoden- 
berger)  Dawson,  and  grandson  of  Thomas  L.  Dawson,  who  brought  his  family 
to  Illinois  in  the  early  days,  and  there  farmed  for  many  years.  Douglas 
Dawson  was  born  and  reared  on  a  farm  in  Illinois  and  became  an  agriculturist 
of  considerable  note  in  Edgar  County,  that  state.  His  wife  was  a  native  of 
Kansas.  Their  home  is  one  of  hospitality  and  refined  influences,  and  both 
are  leaders  in  the  community  where  they  live.  Drexel  L.  Dawson  took  the 
usual  graded  studies  in  the  public  schools  and  in  1908  was  graduated  from  the 
Christman  (Illinois)  high  school.  After  a  year's  classical  course  in  the  Col¬ 
lege  of  Arts  of  the  University  of  Illinois,  at  Urbana,  he  entered  the  College 
of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  that  University  at  Chicago,  and  was  graduated 
as  validictorian  of  the  class  of  1913.  He  then  took  the  usual  eighteen  months’ 
work  as  an  interne  in  the  Cook  County  Hospital,  in  Chicago.  With  this  prep¬ 
aration  he  came  to  Rice  Lake  in  December,  1914,  and  entered  into  partnership 
with  Dr.  0.  M.  Sattre,  under  the  firm  name  of  Sattre  &  Dawson.  They  have 
a  pleasant  suite  of  offices  and  enjoy  a  large  practice  in  city  and  country, 
making  a  specialty  of  surgical  work  at  the  Lakeside  Methodist  Hospital.  It 
was  largely  through  their  untiring  efforts  that  this  beautiful  institution,  sit¬ 
uated  at  the  head  of  North  Main  Street,  overlooking  the  picturesque  lake,  was 
organized  and  erected,  Drs.  Sattre  and  Dawson  not  only  laboring  with  en¬ 
thusiasm  to  further  the  project,  but  also  personally  contributing  $10,000  and 
$5,000  respectively,  in  order  that  the  project  might  be  carried  to  a  successful 
fruition.  Dr.  Dawson  was  secretary  of  the  Barron  County  Medical  Society  in 
1919,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Wisconsin  State  Medical  Society,  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Medical  Association,  the  Wisconsin  Surgical  Association  and  the  Air 
Service  Medical  Association.  His  fraternal  relations  are  with  Rice  Lake  Lodge, 
No.  234,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  Pekegama  Chapter,  No.  67,  R.  A.  M.,  of  Rice  Lake,  and 
Rice  Lake  Lodge,  No.  269,  I.  O.  O.  F.  He  is  one  of  the  directors  of  Rice 
Lake's  Building  and  Loan  Association.  He  is  likewise  active  in  the  Commercial 
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Club.  Dr.  Dawson  is  an  enthusiastic  athlete  and  takes  especial  pleasure  in 
such  outdoor  recreation  as  swimming  and  tennis.  At  the  entry  of  the  United 
States  into  the  World  War  he  offered  his  services,  and  in  November,  1917, 
received  his  commission  as  first  lieutenant.  He  was  called  to  active  duty  in 
February,  1918,  and  was  assigned  to  Chanute  Field,  Rantoul,  Ill.  After 
eight  months  there  he  was  assigned  to  the  Army  Medical  School  at  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.  C.,  where  he  was  discharged  with  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant  Dec.  3, 
1918.  Dr.  Dawson  was  married  June  8,  1914,  to  Lulu  Sinclair,  a  concert  vio¬ 
linist,  who  for  several  seasons  traveled  through  the  United  States  and  Panama 
with  a  concert  company.  They  have  one  son,  Lorin  Drexel,  born  June  28, 
1918,  at  the  Post  Hospital,  Chanute  Field,  Rantoul,  Ill.,  the  only  child  to  be 
born  in  that  camp.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 

John  S.  Crisler,  lumberman  and  prominent  citizen,  senior  partner  of  the 
J.  S.  Crisler  &  Son  Lumber  Co.,  Rice  Lake,  dealers  in  lumber,  cement,  plaster, 
and  other  building  material,  and  coal,  and  furnishers  of  blue  prints,  specifi¬ 
cations  and  estimates,  has  been  connected  with  the  lumber  business  in  its 
varying  aspects  in  this  county  for  many  years,  he  has  encouraged  the  building 
of  better  homes,  and  it  is  said  that  in  his  different  business  connections  he 
has  furnished  lumber  and  suggested  plans  for  more  houses  in  Barron  County 
than  any  other  man  that  has  ever  lived  here.  In  addition  to  achieving  success 
for  himself,  he  has  found  time  for  public  service,  and  has  taken  an  active 
part  in  many  movements  which  he  has  believed  to  be  for  the  best  interests 
of  the  city  and  county.  For  several  years  he  was  a  valued  member  of  the 
city  council  of  Rice  Lake,  and  at  various  other  times  he  has  filled  positions 
of  private  honor  and  public  trust.  He  is  active  in  the  Commercial  Club,  and 
for  many  years  has  been  a  member  of  the  U.  C.  T.  Mr.  Crisler  was  born  in 
Houston  County,  Minn.,  Dec.  17,  1859,  son  of  John  P.  and  Jane  Crisler,  natives 
respectively  of  Kentucky  and  Virginia,  who  came  to  Houston  *County  in  the 
early  days,  and  there  lived  until  1875,  when  they  came  to  Barron  County  and 
settled  on  a  farm  in  Doyle  Township,  which  was  then  a  wilderness,  and  which 
they  developed  into  a  well  kept  place  on  which  they  farmed  the  remainder 
of  their  lives,  the  father  dying  in  1889  and  the  mother  in  1897.  The  subject 
of  this  sketch  attended  the  district  schools  of  his  native  county  and  came  to 
Barron  County  with  his  parents  in  1875  at  the  age  of  sixteen.  For  a  few 
years  he  followed  farming.  Then  he  took  up  the  lumber  business  as  an  employe 
of  the  Knapp  &  Stout  Lumber  Co.  In  this  employ  he  remained  for  ten  years, 
receiving  a  knowledge  of  lumber  from  the  time  it  stood  in  the  forest  until  the 
time  that  it  was  made  into  a  completed  dwelling.  He  was  a  scaler  and  logger 
in  the  woods,  he  was  a  logger  and  raftsman  on  the  river,  he  was  an  employe  in 
sawmills,  and  he  was  familiar  with  the  selling  end  of  the  concern  as  well. 
In  1884  he  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  at  Rice  Lake.  In  1899  he  assisted 
in  forming  the  Sigler  &  Crisler  Lumber  Co.  at  Rice  Lake.  This  company  was 
succeeded  by  the  J.  S.  Crisler  Lumber  Co.  In  1916  the  present  yard  was 
established.  Three  years  later  the  firm  became  the  J.  S.  Crisler  &  Son  Lumber 
Co.  Mr.  Crisler  was  married  June  29,  1892,  to  Hattie  Johnson,  of  Augusta, 
Wis.  They  have  one  son,  Allyn  B.,  born  Jan.  21,  1897.  He  attended  the 
graded  and  high  schools  of  Rice  Lake,  and  the  Marquette  University  at  Mil¬ 
waukee,  Wis.  Then  he  followed  the  drug  business  until  Sept.  1,  1919,  when 
he  was  admitted  to  partnership  in  his  father’s  lumber  company.  Ha  was  mar¬ 
ried  Jan.  1,  1919,  to  Edna  Bjoin,  of  Rice  Lake.  He  is  one  of  the  popular  young 
men  of  the  village  and  is  doing  excellently  in  his  chosen  business. 

Louis  Dahl,  a  highly  regarded  citizen  of  Rice  Lake,  was  born  in  Norway, 
Nov.  9,  1854,  son  of  Nels  and  Christine  Dahl,  natives  of  Norway,  who  devoted 
their  lives  to  agricultural  pursuits  in  that  country,  the  father  dying  in  1912 
and  the  mother  in  1879.  In  the  family  there  were  six  children:  Marie,  still 
of  Norway;  Louis  and  Edward  of  Rice  Lake;  Lena,  of  Washington  State;  Carl, 
who  is  dead;  and  Gunda,  who  is  still  in  Norway.  Louis  received  his  early 
education  in  his  native  land,  and  from  the  ages  of  21  to  24  served  in  the  stand- 
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ing  army,  Norway  being  then  a  part  of  Sweden.  He  came  to  America  in  1880, 
and  with  headquarters  at  Menomonie,  in  Dunn  County,  this  state,  worked  for 
several  years  in  the  employ  of  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.,  in  the  mills  and  in  the 
lumber  woods.  For  a  time  he  had  a  farm  near  Ridgeland,  town  of  Wilson, 
Dunn  County.  In  1917  he  purchased  a  pleasant  home  at  405  Noble  Avenue, 
Rice  Lake,  where  he  now  lives.  He  is  employed  by  the  Park  Falls  Lumber  Co. 
In  addition  to  his  home  he  has  a  ten-acre  tract  on  the  lake  front,  where  he 
expects  shortly  to  erect  himself  a  new  residence.  Part  of  the  tract  is  platted 
as  the  Dahl  Addition  to  Rice  Lake.  Mr.  Dahl  was  married  April  30,  1894,  to 
Mrs.  Carrie  (Young)  Thorberg,  widow  of  Ole  Thorberg,  and  born  in  Norway 
Jan.  13,  1856,  daughter  of  Jergen  and  Francisco  (Sem)  Young,  who  came  to 
America  in  1865  and  located  on  a  farm  near  Madison,  this  state,  the  father 
dying  in  Minneapolis  in  1897  and  the  mother  in  Twin  Valley,  Minn.,  in  1911. 
In  the  family  there  were  nine  children,  of  whom  James  is  dead;  Carrie  is  the 
wife  of  Louis  Dahl;  Frank  lives  in  Oregon;  Rudolph  is  in  Montana;  Anna  is 
at  Twin  Valley,  Minn.;  Walter  is  dead;  Leif  is  in  Montana,  and  Ragna  is  dead. 
Of  Mrs.  Dahl’s  children  by  Mr.  Thorberg,  Fred  lives  in  Rice  Lake,  and  is  local 
agent  for  the  Bankers  Insurance  Co.;  Aimar  is  in  the  garage  business  at 
Ridgeland,  in  Dunn  County,  this  state;  Oscar  is  a  barber  at  Hoquiam,  Wash.; 
Frances  and  two  Delberts  are  deceased.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Nor¬ 
wegian  Lutheran  church. 

J.  P.  Schneider,  furniture  dealer  and  undertaker  of  Rice  Lake,  is  one  of 
the  leading  business  men  of  the  place.  He  is  one  of  the  few  commercial  men 
of  the  town  who  were  born  here,  and  in  addition  to  the  pride  he  takes  in  the 
city  as  a  citizen  and  business  man,  he  is  also  interested  in  its  progress  and 
growth  as  one  of  its  native  sons.  His  endeavor  is  to  serve  his  customers  to 
their  fullest  satisfaction  and  benefit,  and  outside  of  his  business  he  is  ever 
ready  to  lend  his  aid  and  influence  to  every  movement  which  he  believes  to  be 
for  the  best  good  of  the  community.  He  was  born  in  Rice  Lake  Feb.  28,  1876, 
the  son  of  John  and  Josephine  (Burwitz)  Schneider,  and  was  here  educated. 
For  several  years  he  engaged  in  the  grocery  and  meat  business  here.  In  1900 
he  went  to  Spooner,  Wis.,  and  associated  himself  with  C.  S.  Nelson  under  the 
firm  name  of  C.  S.  Nelson  &  Co.,  operating  two  large  stores  dealing  in  general 
merchandise,  hardware,  furniture  and  farm  implements,  and  conducting  a  bank 
in  connection.  Five  years  later  he  sold  out  to  Mr.  Nelson,  and  engaged  in 
business  for  himself,  dealing  in  furniture,  hardware  and  farm  implements,  and 
conducting  an  undertaking  and  funeral  directing  parlor.  To  equip  himself  in 
the  last  named  line,  he  attended  the  Eckels  School  of  Embalming  at  Superior, 
Wis.  He  continued  as  a  successful  man  at  Spooner  for  several  years,  took  an 
active  part  in  business,  social  and  public  affairs  and  served  as  a  member  of  the 
city  council  for  five  years.  In  1912  he  sold  out  and  came  back  to  Rice  Lake 
where  he  purchased  the  two-story  brick  building  with  full  basement  at  15 
North  Main  street,  which  he  now  occupies,  and  took  over  the  furniture  and 
undertaking  business  of  John  Ruths.  He  does  a  flourishing  business  in  modern 
furniture  and  general  house  furnishing  goods,  and  his  undertaking  parlors  and 
funeral  directing  facilities  are  adequate  in  every  particular.  He  is  also  the 
owner  of  the  brick  building  at  the  corner  of  North  Main  and  Newton  streets, 
which  houses  the  Citizens’  State  Bank  and  the  Rice  Lake  Hardware  Co.  With 
H.  J.  Jacoby,  under  the  firm  name  of  Jacoby  &  Schneider,  he  has  a  hardware 
store  at  Haugen,  Wis.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Citizens’  State  Bank  and 
is  part  owner  of  the  Rice  Lake  Hardware  Co.,  having  acquired  same  recently 
with  A.  K.  Michaelson  and  his  son,  William  Schneider,  successors  to  the  West 
Hardware  Co.  Mr.  Schneider  was  married  Sept.  14,  1899,  at  Rice  Lake  to  Mary 
Jacoby,  of  Minneapolis,  and  this  union  has  been  blessed  with  nine  children. 
Of  these,  William  is  in  the  hardware  department  of  the  Rice  Lake  Hardware 
Co.;  Gertude  is  a  student  at  St.  Mary’s  Academy  at  Altoona,  Wis.,  and  Stephen 
is  attending  the  St.  Lawrence  College  at  Mt.  Calvary,  Wis. 
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Reinhold  Schlick,  music  professor  of  considerable  note  in  Germany  and 
America,  was  born  in  Kalsbrieth,  Grossherzogthun  Weimar,  Germany,  descended 
from  a  Bohemian  ancestor  from  whom  the  family  derived  its  soldierly  and 
musical  abilities.  He  was  the  son  of  Dankegott  and  Bertha  Schlick.  At  the 
tender  age  of  eight  years  he  started  his  musical  education  by  taking  up  the 
study  of  the  pianoforte,  organ  and  violin.  Six  years  later  he  went  to  the  city 
of  Weimar,  not  far  from  the  hamlet  of  his  nativity,  and  in  that  city  his  activities 
centered  until  he  came  to  America.  He  received  his  classical  education  in  the 
high  school  and  college  there,  his  studies  being  interrupted  by  an  interval  which 
he  spent  at  home  recovering  from  a  nervous  breakdown.  For  three  years  his 
teacher  on  the  pianoforte  was  Louis  Jungman,  a  pupil  of  Franz  Liszt.  For  a 
time  he  taught  in  the  high  school  at  Weimar,  giving  instruction  on  the  piano¬ 
forte,  organ  and  violin,  and  in  singing,  to  young  women  who  planned  to 
become  teachers.  He  also  taught  Frankenhausen  am  Kyffhauser  in  Schwartz- 
burg  Rudolstad,  Germany,  where  his  future  wife,  Anna  Lintz,  was  one  of  his 
pupils.  His  debut  as  a  public  performer  was  made  in  the  city  of  Rossleben, 
when  he  was  twenty-three  years  of  age.  Among  his  numbers  were  the  “Con¬ 
cert  Pharaphrase”  from  Dalberg,  for  the  left  hand  only,  Beethoven  Sonata  Op. 
101  Schumann  Carnaval,  Liszt  Fantasie,  “Robert  le  Diable,”  and  the  “Huge- 
notten  Overture”  from  Liszt’s  “Meyerbeer.”  So  brilliant  was  his  rendition  of 
the  latter  selection,  that  when  he  broke  into  the  stirring  strain  of  the  choral 
“Eine  feste  burg  ist  unser  Gott”  (“A  Mighty  Fortress  Is  Our  God”)  the  audience 
was  so  enthused  that  all  began  to  sing,  and  later  insisted  upon  encore  after 
encore.  After  this  performance,  he  played  with  increasing  talent  in  many 
of  the  largest  cities  in  Germany.  A  notable  event  in  his  life  came  in  1869  or 
1870,  when,  with  a  dear  friend,  Herr  Rath  von  Bamberg,  a  nobleman,  he 
attended  a  session  at  Weimar  of  the  Ton  Kunsler  Versamlung  (Conference  of 
Artists  of  Music  of  Europe)  of  which  he  was  a  member,  and  where  he  met 
Carl  Tausig,  a  famous  piano  player,  and  Franz  Liszt  himself.  At  the  request 
of  Liszt,  Prof.  Schlick  played  one  of  the  master’s  own  pieces  from  memory,  a 
feat  not  then  in  common  vogue,  and  so  greatly  pleased  the  famous  musician  that 
he  praised  the  professor’s  talent  and  memory  and  urged  that  he  remain  in 
Weimar  so  long  as  he  himself  should  stay  there.  In  1871  Prof.  Schlick  came 
to  America  with  the  intention  of  living  in  Chicago,  but  upon  his  arrival  he 
continued  on  his  way  to  Sheboygan,  in  this  state,  where  he  had  friends  and 
where  he  established  his  permanent  home,  still  continuing  to  teach  music  and 
playing  in  concerts  in  various  important  cities.  He  died  in  1882  at  the  age  of 
37,  and  in  1886  the  family  moved  to  Milwaukee.  He  and  his  wife  were  the 
parents  of  six  children :  Ida,  Reinhold  L.,  Otto,  Hugo,  Oscar  and  Frank. 

Reinhold  L.  Schlick,  jeweler  of  Rice  Lake  and  nationally  known  as  a 
marksman,  was  born  in  Sheboygan,  Wis.,  Aug.  9,  1871,  the  son  of  Reinhold  and 
Anna  (Lintz)  Schlick.  He  was  taken  to  Milwaukee  as  a  small  boy,  and  was 
there  reared  and  educated.  It  was  there  also  that  he  learned  the  jeweler’s 
trade.  He  came  to  Rice  Lake  in  1908  and  opened  his  present  store,  where  his 
success  has  been  assured  by  ability  and  hard  work.  He  carries  a  good  line  of 
goods,  and  has  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  entire  community.  He  has 
purchased  the  store  which  he  occupies,  together  with  the  lot  on  which  it  stands, 
and  he  has  also  erected  a  pleasant  home  in  the  north  part  of  the  city  on 
Norh  Wilson  street.  Mr.  Schlick  is  chancellor  of  the  local  lodge  of  Knights 
of  Pythias  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  D.  0.  K.  K.  He  is  a  believer  in  the 
Commercial  Club  and  all  kindred  movements.  He  finds  his  recreation  in  hunt¬ 
ing  and  fishing.  Mr.  Schlick  was  married  March  10,  1903,  at  Milwaukee,  to 
Ida  Wamke,  of  Milkaukee,  the  daughter  of  Frank  and  Minnie  (Buetow) 
Wamke.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  three  children:  Marcella,  born 
Sept.  9,  1908;  Rolland,  born  Sept.  27,  1914,  and  William  Woodrow,  born  Feb. 
18,  1918.  Mr.  Schlick  in  August,  1890,  enlisted  at  Milwaukee  in  Company  A, 
4th  Regiment,  Wisconsin  National  Guard,  and  served  until  December,  1912,  and 
attaining  the  rank  of  color  sergeant.  Upon  joining  the  Guard,  he  at  once 
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became  a  leader  in  ride  shooting,  rapidly  advancing  from  marksman  to  sharp¬ 
shooter  and  then  to  expert.  Seven  years  out  of  eight,  from  1899  to  1907,  he 
was  champion  of  the  state  militia  and  was  never  defeated  for  that  honor.  He 
was  finally  barred  by  the  state  military  authorities  from  receiving  any  more 
Wisconsin  National  Guard  medals,  it  being  understood  that  he  could  take  part 
in  shooting  contests  of  the  militia  if  he  so  desired,  but  that  he  would  be 
awarded  no  prizes,  even  though  his  score  might  warrant  it,  which  happened  to 
be  the  case  in  1907,  when  he  led  the  state  with  a  grand  total  of  1,115  points, 
and  the  first  prize  going  to  Lieut.  Paul  Ahmert  of  the  First  Regiment  of  Mil¬ 
waukee  with  a  score  of  1,075,  Schlick  having  a  lead  of  40  points  over  the 
nearest  competitor.  He  now  has  in  his  possession  sixteen  medals,  including  the 
seven  state  championship  medals  for  the  years  already  mentioned.  One  of  his 
medals  is  the  Falk  Skirmish  Medal,  given  by  Quartermaster  General  Otto  H. 
Falk  for  the  member  of  the  Wisconsin  National  Guard  twice  winning  the 
highest  score  in  skirmish  shooting  in  annual  competition.  This  medal  was 
awarded  to  Mr.  Schlick  for  his  scores  in  1902  and  1907.  Another  medal  he 
holds  is  the  Fortrie  Medal,  donated  in  1888  by  Senator  John  L.  Mitchell,  father 
of  General  William  Mitchell,  of  aviation  fame,  to  be  won  three  times.  By 
scores  achieved  in  the  years  1901,  1903  and  1904,  Mr.  Schlick  won  this  medal 
after  it  had  been  in  competition  for  sixteen  years.  Mr.  Schlick  represented  the 
Wisconsin  National  Guard  in  three  national  meets,  twice  at  Sea  Girt,  N.  J.,  and 
once  at  Camp  Perry,  Ohio.  At  the  first  match,  in  1905,  where  teams  were 
present  from  every  state  in  the  Union  and  from  Porto  Rico  and  the  Hawaiian 
Islands,  Mr.  Schlick  won  eleventh  place  in  the  great  national  individual 
match,  which  placed  him  with  the  medal  winners’  class,  there  being  but  14 
points  difference  between  the  first  and  the  eleventh  place.  All  these  honors 
Sergeant  Schlick  bore  modestly  and  preferred  that  his  state,  his  regiment  and 
his  company  should  be  accorded  the  glory  rather  than  himself.  He  has  now 
retired  from  the  militia,  but  still  delights  in  keeping  up  his  practice  as  a 
marksman. 

Ray  Fitch,  railroad  engineer  on  the  main  line  of  the  Omaha  Railroad 
between  Eau  Claire  and  Ashland,  with  a  pleasant  residence  at  402  West  Hum- 
bird  street.  Rice  Lake,  was  born  Feb.  6,  1890,  at  La  Crosse,  Wis.,  the  son  of 
Casper  E.  and  Ora  (Nimoch)  Fitch,  the  former  of  whom,  a  retired  railroad  man, 
is  now  living  at  Winter,  Wis.  Ray  Fitch  attended  the  common  schools  in  St. 
Paul  and  early  took  up  railroad  work,  learning  the  steamfitters’  trade  with  the 
Eau  Claire  Cornice  &  Heating  Co.  at  Eau  Claire  in  the  summer  months  and 
working  in  the  woods  in  the  winter.  In  1911  he  became  fireman  on  the  Omaha 
Railroad,  with  a  run  from  Spooner  to  St.  Paul,  making  his  home  at  Spooner. 
In  September,  1918,  he  was  promoted  to  engineer.  His  present  run  is  from 
Rice  Lake  to  Ashland,  Wis.  He  took  up  his  home  in  Rice  Lake  in  1917,  moving 
here  from  Park  Falls.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Brotherhood  of  Locomotive 
Engineers  and  Firemen.  Mr.  Fitch  was  married  June  1,  1916,  to  Anna  Winkler, 
then  of  Phillips,  Wis.,  daughter  of  G.  O.  and  Maria  (Nebus)  Winkler,  and  this 
union  has  been  blessed  with  one  daughter,  Ruth  Marie,  born  July  28,  1918. 
G.  O.  Winkler,  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  has  large  interests  at  Phillips,  Wis.  He 
lives  in  Ashland,  Wis.,  his  wife  having  died  June  24,  1902. 

Joseph  T.  Bilodeau,  proprietor  of  the  Home  Store  at  Rice  Lake,  was  born 
in  St.  Henry,  Province  of  Quebec,  Canada,  Dec.  5,  1889,  son  of  George  and 
Cletilda  (Gaugier)  Bilodeau,  both  natives  of  Canada.  George  Bilodeau  brought 
his  family  to  the  States  in  1898  and  settled  in  Rice  Lake,  where  he  worked  for  a 
while  for  the  Mercier  Sawmill  Co.  and  later  for  Rice  Lake  Lumber  Co.,  retiring 
in  1912.  His  wife  died  April  29,  1909.  Of  their  twelve  children,  five  are 
now  living.  Arthur  farms  in  Chetek  Township,  this  county,  and  Alphonse  in 
Rice  Lake  Township,  this  county.  Joseph  T.  is  a  Rice  Lake  business  man. 
Louisa  is  now  Sister  Mary  Peter  Claver,  mother  superior  of  the  Convent  of 
Jesus  and  Mary,  at  Woonsocket,  R.  I.,  for  which  convent  she  solicited  the 
funds  and  superintended  its  construction.  Clara  is  now  Sister  Mary  Saint 
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Stephen,  and  is  in  a  convent  at  Fall  River,  Mass.  Joseph  T.,  as  a  boy,  attended 
St.  Joseph's  parochial  school  at  Rice  Lake.  His  higher  education  was  received 
in  the  Rice  Lake  High  School  and  in  St.  Lawrence  College  at  Calvary,  Wis. 
In  1908  he  secured  employment  as  a  clerk,  and  in  August,  1920,  established  his 
present  store.  He  owns  the  buildings,  carries  a  full  line  of  standard  groceries 
and  other  food  products  and  does  a  good  business.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Catholic  Order  of  Foresters.  Mr.  Bilodeau  was  married  April  18,  1917,  to 
Valeda  Surette,  born  at  Haverhill,  Mass.,  March  22,  1894,  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Grace  (Bilodeau)  Surette,  the  former  of  whom  died  in  1897,  and  the  latter 
of  whom  then  married  Joseph  Surette  and  lives  at  Haverhill.  She  had  two 
children,  Valeda  and  Grace,  by  her  first  husband,  and  three,  Irene,  Lilly  and 
Leonard,  by  her  second.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bilodeau  have  two  children — Grace, 
born  March  27,  1918,  and  Maurice,  born  March  26,  1919. 

John  Schneider,  pioneer,  retired  farmer,  and  now  a  member  of  the  county 
board,  on  which  he  has  served  16  years,  has  been  active  in  various  public 
affairs  for  many  years.  While  in  the  township  he  served  on  the  town  board 
for  two  years  and  as  road  overseer  for  five  years,  and  since  coming  to  the 
city  he  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  council  for  five  years.  For  fifteen  years 
he  was  agent  for  the  Barron  County  Farmers  Insurance  Co.  He  is  the  oldest 
member  of  the  local  lodges  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  Foresters  and  Mystic 
Workers,  and  is  also  one  of  the  earliest  and  oldest  members  of  the  local  Roman 
Catholic  church.  Mr.  Schneider  was  born  in  Germany  and  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1867,  locating  in  Wabasha  County,  Minn.,  where  he  worked  for  a 
time  on  a  farm.  In  1869  he  entered  the  employ  of  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co., 
at  Menomonie,  this  state,  and  worked  for  that  concern  in  Dunn  County 
until  1872,  when  he  came  to  Barron  County  in  the  same  employ.  In  that  year 
he  took  a  homestead  of  160  acres  in  Rice  Lake  Township,  a  part  of  which  is 
within  the  present  city  limits.  At  that  time  the  settlement  consisted  of  one 
store  and  two  small  shacks.  Across  the  lake  there  was  a  small  encampment 
of  Indians  in  15  or  16  small  wigwams.  The  pine  timber  had  recently  been  cut 
off,  and  the  present  site  of  the  city  was  a  dreary  stretch  of  stumps.  The  hard¬ 
wood  was  still  standing  in  the  vicinity,  and  only  a  few  of  the  farms  were  occu¬ 
pied.  In  order  to  file  his  claim,  Mr.  Schneider  had  to  walk  to  the  land  office 
at  Eau  Claire.  He  made  the  journey  as  far  as  Chippewa  Falls  in  one  day. 
He  cleared  almost  his  entire  claim,  and  erected  a  set  of  log  buildings,  which 
ten  years  later  he  replaced  with  frame  structures.  In  order  to  secure  the 
money  to  make  a  living  while  developing  his  claim,  he  continued  to  work  a  part 
of  the  time  for  the  lumber  company.  He  carried  on  mixed  farming  and  dairy¬ 
ing  successfully  for  many  years.  Dec.  3,  1914,  he  sold  to  his  son  Frank  and 
morakl  to  Rice  Lake  City  where  he  has  a  pleasant  residence  of  seven  rooms  at 
110  W««t  Marshall  Street.  Mr.  Schneider  was  married  April  3,  1875,  to 
Josephine  Borwitz,  born  in  Germany,  Oct.  13,  1852,  who  came  to  America  in 
187<fc  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  nine  children:  John  P.,  born  Feb.  28, 
1876,  is  s  furniture  dealer  in  Rice  Lake.  Mary,  born  June  19,  1877,  is  the  widow 
of  Peter  Schaaf,  of  Rice  Lake.  Joseph,  born  Feb.  20,  1879,  is  a  merchant  in 
Rice  Lake,  dealing  in  hardware  and  second-hand  furniture.  Henry,  who  was 
born;  Oct.  24,  1880,  operates  the  Golden  Rule  Store  at  Rice  Lake.  Frank,  born 
Oct.  10,  1882,  operates  the  home  farm.  William,  twin  brother  of  Frank,  owns 
a  farm  in  Marshfield,  Wis.  Anna,  born  Jan.  4,  1886,  is  the  wife  of  William 
Cruse,  of  Chippewa  Falls,  Wis.  August,  born  April  11,  1887,  is  in  the  hardware 
business  at  Cumberland,  this  county.  Emelie,  born  Nov.  4,  1885,  is  at  home. 

John  Dahlgren,  now  deceased,  was  a  substantial  citizen  of  Rice  Lake,  was 
connected  with  the  logging  and  flouring  industries  and  did  good  work  on  the 
streets  of  the  city  as  street  commissioner  for  four  years.  He  was  a  hard 
working  man  who  believed  in  giving  his  employers  the  best  that  was  in  him, 
and  he  took  much  pride  in  his  home  life  and  his  family.  Mr.  Dahlgren  was 
born  in  Norway,  June  5,  1859,  and  was  there  educated  and  reared  to  the  occu¬ 
pations  of  farmer  and  fisherman.  In  1880  he  came  to  America,  and  after  liv- 
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ing  a  short  time  in  Minnesota,  became  a  logger  in  the  Wisconsin  woods,  work¬ 
ing  at  that  in  the  winter  and  farming  in  the  summer  for  ten  years.  In  1890 
he  started  work  in  the  flour  mill  of  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  at  Rice  Lake,  and  by 
successive  promotions  became  second  miller.  He  died  April  5,  1913,  and  is 
laid  at  rest  at  Rice  Lake.  His  fraternal  relations  were  with  the  Modern  Wood¬ 
men.  In  1883,  Mr.  Dahlgren  returned  to  Norway  on  a  visit  and  while  there 
was  married  to  Anna  Schall,  who  was  born  in  that  country  July  6,  1860,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Andrew  and  Marie  (Ullen)  Schall,  who  are  still  living  there.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Dahlgren  had  six  children:  Jennie  was  born  Sept.  14,  1884,  in  Norway, 
and  is  the  wife  of  Rudy  Conrad,  of  Hammond,  Wis.;  Bernard  was  born  Feb.  10, 
1887,  and  died  March  14,  1919;  Albert  was  born  Nov.  23,  1888,  and  now  is  a 
barber  in  Minneapolis;  Gilbert  was  born  July  24,  1890,  and  is  a  barber  in  Rice 
Lake;  Helen  was  born  Dec.  21,  1894,  and  lives  with  her  mother;  Elmer,  born 
May  4,  1903,  is  attending  the  Rice  Lake  High  School.  The  family  faith  is  that 
of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Arthur  J.  Bull,  of  the  A.  J.  Bull  Co.,  Inc.,  operators  of  a  feed  mill,  and 
dealers  in  farm  produce,  feed  and  machinery,  at  Rice  Lake,  was  born  in 
Menomonie,  Wis.,  Dec.  5,  1881,  son  of  John  L.  and  Carrie  (Hoffmeyer)  Bull. 
He  was  brought  to  Rice  Lake  by  his  parents,  and  after  passing  through  the 
public  schools,  attended  the  La  Crosse  Business  College  at  La  Crosse,  Wis. 
Then  he  became  accountant  for  the  Signor  &  Crisler  Lumber  Co.  from  1902  to 
1911.  His  next  employment  was  with  the  L.  Starks  Farm  Produce  Co.  In  1916 
he  was  appointed  manager  of  that  company.  Two  years  later  he  purchased 
a  half  interest  in  the  concern,  and  it  was  reorganized  and  incorporated  under 
its  present  name.  The  company  does  a  large  business,  has  a  capital  of  $25,000 
and  a  surplus  of  $6,000,  and  is  gradually  extending  the  scope  of  its  operations. 
In  addition  to  his  other  holdings,  Mr.  Bull  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Rice  Lake 
Dance  Pavilion,  a  structure  erected  to  make  summer  life  in  the  city  more  at¬ 
tractive  to  the  younger  people.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Blue  Lodge  and  Eastern 
Star  in  the  Masonic  Order.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  Mr.  Bull  \ya8  married  Sept.  12,  1902,  to  Grace  Whitney,  born  Dec.  22, 
1882,  in  Trempealeau  County,  this  state,  daughter  of  Dr.  D.  C.  and  Rose 
(Smith)  Whitney,  now  of  Rice  Lake.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bull  have  one  daughter, 
Mercedes,  born  Jan.  27,  1904,  now  attending  the  Rice  Lake  High  School. 

John  L.  Bull,  for  some  years  engaged  in  the  flour  and  feed  business  in 
Rice  Lake,  was  borij  in  Pennsylvania.  He  came  West  in  the  early  days,  and 
located  at  Menomonie,  in  Dunn  County,  this  state,  where  he  married  Carrie 
Hoffmeyer,  a  native  of  Germany.  Then  he  worked  for  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  at 
that  place  for  several  years.  In  1885  he  came  to  Rice  Lake  in  the  employ  of 
that  company  as  foreman  in  their  planing  mill  here.  He  engaged  in  the  flour 
and  feed  business  in  1888,  and  so  continued  for  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He 
died  in  February,  1905,  and  his  wife  died  in  1891.  They  were  the  parents 
of  four  children:  Alfred,  John,  Florence  and  Arthur.  After  the  death  of  his 
first  wife,  Mr.  Bull  married  again,  and  had  another  child,  Chestley. 

Gilbert  L.  Bredeson,  connected  with  the  employment  department  of  the 
Park  Falls  Lumber  Co.,  of  Rice  Lake,  and  living  in  a  sightly  residence  at  20 
West  Humbird  Street,  Rice  Lake,  was  born  in  Eau  Claire,  Wis.,  April  26,  1879, 
son  of  Ole  and  Bertha  (Larson)  Bredeson.  He  received  his  early  education  in 
the  schools  of  Chetek,  in  this  county.  For  thirteen  winters  he  was  employed 
in  the  lumber  woods  of  this  state,  for  twelve  springs  on  the  river  log  drives, 
also  in  this  state,  and  for  eight  autumns  in  the  wheat  fields  of  North  Dakota, 
harvesting  and  threshing.  In  1900  he  engaged  in  business  at  Rice  Lake.  Eight 
years  later  he  sold  out,  and  became  a  traveling  salesman,  his  territory  cover¬ 
ing  Wisconsin,  Minnesota  and  Michigan.  In  1920  he  took  up  his  present  employ¬ 
ment.  Mr.  Bredeson  is  a  member  of  the  Scandinavian-American  Fraternity  and 
of  the  Illinois  Commercial  Men’s  Association.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  and 
for  two  years  served  as  deputy  sheriff  of  Barron  County.  He  attends  the  Nor¬ 
wegian  Lutheran  Church.  Mr.  Bredeson  was  married  Dec.  14,  1910,  to  Hulda 
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Field,  born  July  12,  1876,  daughter  of  Olaf  and  Wilhelmina  (Sanford)  Field, 
natives  of  Norway,  who  came  to  America  in  1884,  and  settled  in  Rice  Lake. 
The  mother  died  Sept.  7,  1891,  and  the  father  is  now  located  at  Shelby,  Mont., 
where  he  practices  his  profession  as  a  civil  engineer,  and  serves  as  United 
States  Commissioner.  Mrs.  Bredeson  is  prominent  in  fraternal  circles,  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  Scandinavian-American  Fraternity,  and  other  organizations. 

Robert  Surdson  was  born  in  Norway,  and  when  about  seven  years  of  age 
was  brought  by  his  parents  to  Auburn  Township,  Chippewa  County,  this  state. 
He  there  married  Nettie  Lien,  who  was  born  in  Norway,  and  was  brought  to 
Dovre  Township,  this  county,  when  about  ten  years  of  age.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Surdson  started  farming  amid  pioneer  conditions  in  Auburn  Township,  when 
the  Indians  were  still  plentiful  and  when  the  nearest  market  place  was  at 
Chippewa  Falls,  many  miles  away.  At  first  they  used  oxen,  but  later  replaced 
these  with  a  pair  of  mules.  In  1887  they  came  to  Rice  Lake,  where  Mr.  Surdson 
entered  the  employ  of  Knapp,  Stout  &  Company.  He  now  farms  a  small  tract 
inside  the  limits  of  Rice  Lake.  His  wife  died  Aug.  12,  1920.  Of  their  five 
children,  three  died  in  infancy,  Theo  C.  is  a  prominent  man  of  Rice  Lake,  and 
Randena  married  W.  J.  Rynders,  died  May  16,  1913,  and  left  two  children, 
Cathryn  and  Ruth. 

Theo  C.  Surdson,  of  the  Barron  County  Land  &  Loan  Co.,  real  estate,  loans 
and  general  insurance,  was  born  in  Chippewa  County,  this  state,  Jan.  21,  1881, 
son  of  Robert  and  Nettie  (Lien)  Surdson.  He  came  here  with  his  parents  in 
1887,  passed  through  the  graded  schools,  and  in  1898  was  graduated  from  the 
Rice  Lake  High  school,  after  which  he  taught  in  the  rural  and  graded  schools 
of  the  county  for  five  years.  Then  he  took  up  the  insurance  business,  in  which, 
with  the  exception  of  the  time  he  has  been  away  engaged  in  newspaper  work, 
he  has  since  been  interested,  adding  real  estate  and  loans  in  1907,  and  in  1917 
taking  up  real  estate,  insurance  and  loans  exclusively.  In  1903  he  became 
editor  of  the  Brown  County  “Journal”  and  the  “Volksblatt”,  both  at  New  Ulm, 
Brown  County,  Minn.  Later  in  the  same  year  he  purchased  a  lease  on  the 
“Tribune”  at  Hibbing,  Minn.,  of  which  he  was  editor  and  publisher  for  four 
months.  For  four  years  and  three  months,  from  November,  1911,  to  February, 
1916,  he  was  owner  of  the  Cameron  “Review”,  at  Cameron,  in  this  county,  and 
then  moved  it  to  Rice  Lake  and  on  April  1,  1916,  established  the  Rioe  County 
Journal.  The  I.  0.  0.  F.  building,  which  housed  the  plant,  was  totally  destroyed 
by  fire  on  Feb.  23,  1917,  and  Mr.  Surdson  then  sold  the  subscription  list  to  the 
Rice  Lake  “Chronotype”.  He  salvaged  the  plant  and  sold  that  to  W.  F.  Erick¬ 
son,  who  started  the  “Union  Herald”.  Later  Mr.  Erickson  sold  the  paper  and 
plant  to  the  Rice  Lake  “Chronotype.”  Jan.  1,  1919,  Mr.  Surdson  became 
secretary  of  the  Rice  Lake  Commercial  Club,  holding  the  position  until  Aug.  1, 
1920,  during  which  time  there  were  organized  and  established  in  Rice  Lake: 
the  Rice  Lake  Wholesale  Grocery  Co.,  the  Perfect  Products  Co.,  the  Bartles  Oil 
Co.,  the  Rice  Lake  Steam  Laundry  Co.,  the  McKinnon  Manufacturing  Co.,  and 
the  Horn-Blum  Manufacturing  Co.,  and  various  other  enterprises.  In  the 
meantime,  Mr.  Surdson  had  continued  his  interest  in  real  estate  and  insurance, 
and  on  Feb.  1,  1920,  with  H.  M.  Whitney,  organized  the  Barron  County  Land  & 
Loan  Co.,  with  offices  in  Rooms  107-108  First  National  Bank  building.  The 
firm  has  extensive  real  estate  holdings  in  the  county,  renting  out  a  number  of 
farms,  and  giving  personal  attention  to  a  sheep  ranch  of  172  acres,  all  fenced 
with  woven  wire,  where  attention  is  given  exclusively  to  a  fine  flock  of  black¬ 
faced  Shropshire  sheep.  Mr.  Surdson  also  owns  considerable  property 
personally.  He  is  the  owner  of  the  postoffice  building,  two  tracts  in  the  city 
limits  of  eleven  and  seven  and  a  half  acres,  respectively,  and  two  residences. 
He  has  a  tract  on  the  north  shore  of  Rice  Lake,  one  of  the  ideal  summer  resort 
spots  of  the  county,  and  this  he  has  already  platted  though  he  has  not  yet 
placed  it  on  the  market.  He  is  likewise  interested  in  the  Perfect  Products  Co. 
and  the  Rice  Lake  Dancing  Pavilion,  being  one  of  the  twelve  young  men  who 
built  it.  In  public  life  he  has  served  as  an  assessor  of  Rice  Lake  for  two  years. 
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his  knowledge  of  real  estate  being  a  great  help  to  him  in  this  position. 
Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order  and  the  Modern  Woodmen. 
In  politics  he  is  a  Republican.  His  recreation  is  found  in  out-of-door  sport, 
especially  in  hunting.  He  was  married  June  23,  1904,  to  Elizabeth  Brayton, 
born  Dec.  19,  1880,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  K.  Brayton.  This  union  has 
resulted  in  three  children:  Gwendolyn  May,  born  May  27,  1905;  Dorothy  Bray¬ 
ton,  born  March  1,  1907,  and  Marjorie  Elizabeth,  born  Sept.  12,  1914.  The 
family  faith  is  that  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 

George  C.  Soper,  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  former  business  man,  founder 
of  the  first  greenhouse  at  Rice  Lake,  and  now  a  market  gardner,  is  one  of  the 
best  known  men  of  the  city.  He  is  well  versed  in  the  story  of  the  early  days 
in  this  vicinity,  and  his  tales  of  lumbering  and  pioneer  days  are  eagerly  heard 
by  the  younger  generation.  He  is  accorded  the  respect  and  liking  due  to  his 
long  and  active  career  in  the  community,  and  stands  well  with  all  who  know 
him.  He  was  born  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  21,  1842,  son  of  Alfred  S.  and 
Harriett  (Strickland)  Soper,  natives  of  New  York  State.  He  was  reared  in  the 
Empire  State,  and  there  educated.  In  1861  he  enlisted  in  Co.  K,  3rd  Rhode 
Island  Heavy  Artillery,  and  served  in  all,  three  years  and  three  months.  His 
regiment  was  assigned  to  Fort  Hampton,  then  to  Fort  Monroe,  then  to  Hampton 
Roads,  and  then  to  Hilton,  thence  being  sent  to  Morris  Island,  a  small  island  in 
the  Atlantic  Ocean,  near  Fort  Sumter.  From  there  the  regiment  was  trans¬ 
ferred  north  and  duly  mustered  out.  In  1871,  Mr.  Soper  came  to  Eau  Claire, 
this  state,  and  settled  on  a  farm  near  Porter’s  Mills.  That  fall  he  went  back 
to  New  York  to  get  his  family.  In  1872  he  started  work  as  a  millwright,  and 
in  1874  he  entered  the  employ  of  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.,  at  Menomonie,  in  charge 
of  their  stock  yards  and  abattoir.  He  became  government  farmer  in  1876  for 
the  Indians  living  on  their  reservation  in  Chippewa  County,  this  state.  Two 
years  later,  in  1878,  he  engaged  in  the  meat  business  in  Rice  Lake,  and  in  1880 
once  more  entered  the  employ  of  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.,  for  a  few  years.  Since 
that  time  he  has  been  variously  employed.  At  present  he  is  raising  chickens 
and  doing  truck  farming.  At  one  time  he  owned  the  present  site  of  the  new 
Lakeside  Methodist  Episcopal  Hospital.  He  now  has  a  pleasant  place  on  the 
lake  front  where  he  has  erected  a  sightly  residence.  Some  years  ago,  seeing 
the  need  of  a  green  house  in  Rice  Lake,  he  started  one  and  successfully  con¬ 
ducted  it  for  three  years.  But  when  the  lake  was  flooded,  he  was  “drowned 
out,”  and  accordingly  went  to  Arkansas  for  a  year.  When  he  returned,  he  built 
up  the  greenhouse  again.  A  year  later  he  sold  to  Carl  Hanneman  who  now 
conducts  it.  Mr.  Soper  is  now  spending  the  afternoon  of  life  in  quiet  and  con¬ 
tentment,  he  has  watched  the  county  grow  into  a  flourishing  dairy  region,  and 
in  its  development  has  taken  his  rightful  share.  For  many  years  he  has  been 
active  in  Odd  Fellow  affairs,  and  holds  in  that  order  a  Decoration  for  Chivalry, 
the  highest  degree  conferred.  Mr.  Soper  was  married  Dec.  4,  1864,  to 
Katherine  M.  Rowland  of  Long  Island,  and  this  union  has  been  blessed  with 
five  children.  Clarence  C.  was  born  in  1865  and  was  drowned  in  1876.  Daniel 
A.  was  born  in  1867  and  was  also  drowned.  Edward  S.  was  born  in  1871,  is 
married,  and  lives  in  Eau  Claire.  Grace  E.  was  bom  in  1873,  and  married  Paul 
Fournier,  who  is  employed  in  the  Quinn  Brothers  hardware  store  in  Rice  Lake. 
Jessie  P.  was  bom  Feb.  20,  1875,  is  married,  and  lives  in  Greenville,  Miss.  Mrs. 
Soper,  a  most  worthy  woman,  a  loving  and  helpful  wife,  a  tender  and  sympa¬ 
thizing  mother,  and  a  good  neighbor  and  friend,  died  in  1908. 

Rev.  Anton  Emanuel  Bomgren,  B.  D.,  pastor  of  the  Swedish  Lutheran 
congregations  at  Rice  Lake,  Shell  Lake,  Winter  and  Ojibwa,  and  a  prominent 
man  in  the  Apple  River  District,  the  Minnesota  Conference  and  the  Augustana 
Synod,  was  born  in  Smaaland,  Sweden,  Feb.  6,  1890,  son  of  John  and  Christine 
(Johnson)  Bomgren.  He  came  to  America  at  the  age  of  eighteen  and  became 
a  student  in  the  Upsala  Academy  at  Kenilworth,  New  Jersey.  In  1912  he 
entered  the  Augustana  College  at  Rock  Island,  Ill.,  graduating  from  the 
classical  course  with  the  degree  of  A.  B.  in  1915,  and  from  the  theological 
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course  with  the  degree  of  B.  D.  in  1918.  June  9,  1918,  he  was  ordained  at 
Minneapolis,  by  pastors  of  the  Augustana  Synod,  as  a  minister  of  the  Swedish 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church.  July  3,  1918,  he  took  up  his  duties  as  pastor  of 
the  congregations  at  Rice  Lake  and  Shell  Lake.  He  found  at  Rice  Lake  a 
congregation  of  200  total  members,  and  166  communicants,  with  an  old  church 
building.  Under  his  pastorate  many  new  members  have  been  added,  and  the 
church  edifice  has  been  practically  rebuilt  into  a  new  and  modem  structure, 
sightly  and  convenient.  The  congregation  at  Shell  Lake  numbered  65  com¬ 
municants.  This  number  has  also  been  increased,  and  extensive  improvements 
have  been  made  on  the  church  edifice.  Mr.  Bomgren  has  also  organized  two 
other  congregations,  the  Zion  Evangelical  Congregation  at  Winter,  which  is 
contemplating  erecting  a  church  edifice  in  the  near  future,  and  the  congrega¬ 
tion  at  Ojibwa.  As  soon  as  he  entered  upon  his  ministry  here  he  was  elected 
secretary  of  the  Apple  River  District.  In  1919,  at  the  convocation  of  the 
Luther  Leagues  of  the  Apple  River  District,  held  at  Hudson,  he  was  elected 
president  of  the  body.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  committee  on  Ministerial 
Pension  &  Aid  Fund,  of  the  entire  Augustana  Synod.  During  the  war  he  served 
as  a  member  of  a  number  of  patriotic  bodies  and  committees,  and  in  1920  he 
had  charge  of  the  work  in  Barron  county  of  raising  funds  for  the  Central 
Europe  Relief  Fund.  He  was  married  June  10,  1918,  to  Elsie  Thorwell  of 
Duluth,  bom  April  16,  1892,  and  they  have  a  son,  Linne  Vincent  Emanuel, 
bom  Sept.  7,  1920.  John  Bomgren,  father  of  the  Rev.  Anton  Emanuel  Bomgren, 
and  his  wife,  Christine  Johnson,  were  bora  in  Smaaland,  Sweden,  and  there  he 
still  lives,  she  having  died  in  April,  1896.  They  were  substantial,  God-fearing 
people,  greatly  respected  by  their  neighbors.  Their  children  were  as  follows: 
Oscar  graduated  from  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Lindsburg,  Kan.,  and  is 
now  pastor  at  Greensburg,  Penn.  Gustav  graduated  in  theology  from  the 
Augustana  College  at  Rock  Island,  Ill.,  and  is  now  pastor  at  Calumet,  Mich. 
Alma  is  the  wife  of  Ira  B.  Hadden,  of  New  York  city.  Aaron  is  a  real  estate 
dealer  still  living  in  Sweden.  Emil,  who  for  some  years  had  charge  of  a  mine 
elevator  at  Ludlow,  Penn.,  met  his  death  there  in  1905.  Anton  Emanuel  is  a 
minister  at  Rice  Lake.  Hilda  is  studying  music  at  Chicago.  John  is  a  farmer 
at  Marathon,  Iowa.  Henry  is  in  the  mechanical  trades  in  New  York  state. 

Grover  Sykes,  of  the  Rice  Lake  Electric  Co.,  was  born  in  Eau  Claire,  Wis., 
Oct.  25,  1885,  son  of  Robert  and  Anna  (Anderson)  Sykes,  natives  respectively  of 
Scotland  and  New  Hampshire.  The  father  came  from  his  native  land  to 
Canada,  and  then  to  the  States,  locating  at  Eau  Claire.  From  there  he  came  to 
Rice  Lake,  and  after  some  years  went  to  the  state  of  Washington.  He  subse¬ 
quently  returned  and  now  lives  at  Rice  Lake.  Grover  received  his  early  educa¬ 
tion  in  Rice  Lake,  and  took  the  regular  four  years’  course  in  the  Stout  Training 
School  at  Menomonee.  In  1908  he  returned  to  Rice  Lake,  and  did  general 
electrical  work  for  a  year.  Then  for  four  years  he  was  engineer  for  the  Rice 
Lake  Lumber  Co.  In  1913  he  was  employed  by  the  Red  Cedar  Electric  Co.  at 
Rice  Lake,  and  four  years  later  operated  a  motor  truck  for  a  year  for  the 
Rice  Lake  Lumber  Co.  In  1918  he  went  to  Duluth,  Minn.,  to  work  in  the  steel 
mills  there,  and  a  year  later  became  engineer  for  the  Wisconsin  State  Normal 
school  at  Stevens  Point,  Wis.  He  came  to  Rice  Lake  again  in  August,  1920, 
and  with  Harry  King  established  the  company  of  which  he  is  now  part  owner. 
The  firm  does  general  electrical  work,  and  carries  a  complete  line  of  electrical 
supplies.  Mr.  Sykes  was  married  in  1914  to  Helen  Sigstad,  bom  Sept.  29,  1887, 
daughter  of  Ole  H.  and  Sophia  (Peterson)  Sigstad. 

Harry  King,  of  the  Rice  Lake  Electric  Co.,  was  born  in  Fredericksburg, 
Iowa,  Sept.  20,  1891,  son  of  William  and  Phoebe  (Coleman)  King,  natives  of 
Norway,  who  came  to  Rice  Lake  in  1911,  and  for  several  years  operated  a 
restaurant  here.  Later  they  went  to  Farmington,  Dakota  County,  Minn.,  where 
they  now  live  and  where  Mr.  King  is  employed  as  foreman  of  the  coal  sheds 
for  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway.  In  the  family  there  are  five 
children :  Opal,  Beulah,  Everett,  Carl  and  Harry.  The  family  faith  is  that  of 
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the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Harry  King  received  his  early  education  in 
Iowa,  and  later  attended  the  Janesville  (Wis.)  High  School  from  which  he  waa 
graduated  in  the  class  of  1907.  Then  he  came  to  Rice  Lake,  and  was  employed 
for  four  years  by  the  Red  Cedar  Electric  Co.  His  next  employment  was  with 
the  Wisconsin-Minnesota  Light  &  Power  Co.  In  August,  1920,  with  Grover 
Sykes,  he  established  their  present  concern.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the 
I.  O.  0.  F.  Mr.  King  was  married  Nov.  3,  1913,  to  Emma  Sigstad,  daughter  of 
Ole  H.  and  Sophia  (Peterson)  Sigstad.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  King  have  one  son, 
Orrin,  born  Dec.  19,  1915. 

Louis  A.  Dunneboil,  superintendent  of  the  municipal  waterworks  and 
electric  light  plant,  at  Rice  Lake,  living  at  322  Reuter  avenue,  was  born  in 
Germany,  Aug.  29,  1876,  son  of  Charles  and  Wilhelmina  (Rost)  Dunneboil.  He 
attended  school  until  he  was  a  youth  of  sixteen,  and  then  learned  the 
machinist’s  trade.  He  came  to  America  in  1892,  and  for  three  years  was 
employed  on  boats  plying  the  Hudson  river  and  the  Erie  canal  between  New 
York  city  and  Buffalo.  In  1895  he  came  to  Stanley,  in  this  state,  and  became 
engineer  for  the  Northwestern  Lumber  Co.,  with  whom  he  remained  for 
fourteen  years.  In  1909  he  became  chief  engineer  for  the  Conner  Lumber  & 
Land  Co.  at  Laona.  He  came  to  Rice  Lake  in  1912  as  superintendent  for  the  Red 
Cedar  Valley  Electric  Co.  In  1918  he  was  superintendent  for  the  Wisconsin 
&  Minnesota  Light  &  Power  Co.  at  Rice  Lake.  The  next  year  he  worked  for 
himself,  and  in  1920  assumed  the  duties  of  his  present  position.  In  addition 
to  his  other  holdings,  Mr.  Dunneboil  has  a  part  interest  with  Ole  Moe  in  a 
store  on  Main  street,  which  is  profitably  rented.  He  was  married  Aug.  19,  1901, 
to  Anna  Wald  of  Stanley,  Wis.,  daughter  of  Frank  and  Anna  Wald,  who  came 
from  Austria  in  1877  and  settled  in  Stanley,  Wis.,  where  they  died,  he  Jan.  5, 
1907,  and  she  June  4,  1917.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dunneboil  have  five  children:  Mary 
Anna,  born  July  30,  1902;  Veronica  Mary,  born  July  2,  1906;  Albert  Frank,  born 
March  31,  1909;  Clarence  Edward,  born  Nov.  16,  1913,  and  Joseph  Michael,  born 
April  24,  1916. 

Joseph  L.  Demars,  proprietor  of  a  flourishing  boat  livery  at  Rice  Lake,  is 
one  of  the  well  known  men  of  the  city  and  is  liked  both  by  residents  and  by 
strangers  who  have  dealings  with  him.  He  is  of  genial  personality,  affable 
and  kindly  in  manner,  just  the  type  of  man  to  deal  with  the  public  in  his  own 
particular  line  of  business.  He  has  some  excellent  boats,  in  the  best  of  con¬ 
dition,  and  knows  the  lake  thoroughly,  so  that  those  who  come  to  his  place 
seeking  either  recreation  or  pleasure,  are  well  satisfied  with  the  results  they 
receive.  He  was  born  in  the  Province  of  Quebec,  May  11,  1853,'  the  son  of 
Louis  and  Ghuchite  Demars,  both  of  whom  spent  the  span  of  their  years  in 
Canada.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  educated  in  the  common  schools,  and 
as  a  youth  started  lumbering  along  the  St.  Lawrence  River,  both  as  a  grader 
and  a  loader.  Aug.  8,  1884,  he  arrived  in  Rice  Lake,  and  became  identified  with 
the  lumbering  interests  here,  driving  teams  and  working  in  the  woods,  in  saw¬ 
mills,  and  in  a  stave  factory.  In  1910  he  took  up  his  present  line  of  business. 
Mr.  Demars  was  married  in  Canada,  Sept.  25,  1873,  to  Elmira  Gagne,  the 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Theresa  (Fournier)  Gagne.  This  union  has  been 
blessed  with  seven  children,  the  oldest  five  having  been  born  in  Canada,  and 
the  other  two  in  the  United  States.  Archie  was  born  March  11,  1876;  Alice  was 
born  June  12,  1879;  Laura  was  born  March  11,  1880;  Arthur  was  born  March  1, 
1881;  Anna  was  born  March  1,  1883;  Arson  J.  was  born  Oct.  16,  1885,  and 
Viola  was  born  Jan.  31,  1895  and  died  Jan.  26,  1918. 

Ernst  Achtenberg,  for  some  years  identified  with  the  lumbering  interests 
of  this  county,  was  born  in  Germany,  came  to  America  as  a  young  man,  and 
married  Eva  Goodall,  a  native  of  Wisconsin.  In  1887  he  came  to  Rice  Lake, 
as  foreman  in  a  planing  mill  for  the  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  With  this  beginning, 
he  has  followed  some  phase  of  the  lumber  business  all  his  life.  In  1893  he 
purchased  105  acres  of  wild  land  from  his  employers,  within  the  city  limits, 
erected  a  small  house,  and  there  established  his  family.  Aside  from  a  little 
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gardening,  however,  he  did  no  farming,  devoting  all  of  his  time  to  his  other 
interests.  In  1912  he  moved  to  Minneapolis,  where  he  is  now  employed  with 
the  G.  H.  Tennant  Lumber  Co.  He  and  his  wife  have  three  children.  Charles 
B.  was  born  May  8,  1889,  and  is  now  with  the  Madison  Blue  Print  Co.,  of 
Madison,  Wis.  Herbert  owns  the  home  farm.  Henrietta  was  born  Oct.  8, 
1893,  lives  in  Friendship,  Wis.,  the  wife  of  E.  V.  Ryall,  county  agricultural 
agent  of  Adams  county. 

Herbert  Achtenberg,  formerly  identified  with  the  theatrical  business,  now 
a  prosperous  farmer  of  Rice  Lake  City,  is  a  native  of  this  city,  born  April  6, 
1891,  on  the  place  where  he  still  resides,  son  of  Ernst  and  Eva  (Goodall) 
Achtenberg,  now  of  Minneapolis.  He  attended  the  public  schools  of  Rice 
Lake,  and  as  a  young  man  went  to  Madison,  Wis.,  where  he  worked  one  year 
as  a  carpenter  and  three  years  as  a  plumber,  and  then  became  stage  carpenter 
at  the  Fuller  Theater,  there,  for  a  year.  His  work  there  attracted  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  capable  managers,  and  he  was  offered  a  similar  position  with  the  “Peg 
O’  My  Heart”  troupe,  with  which  company  he  traveled  for  three  seasons, 
visiting  the  principal  cities  of  the  eastern  half  of  the  United  States.  Dec.  4, 
1915,  he  returned  to  Rice  Lake,  and  bought  his  father’s  farm  of  105  acres 
within  the  city  limits.  He  has  a  well-kept  farm,  suitable  equipment  and 
machinery,  and  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  making 
a  specialty  of  a  good  grade  of  stock.  He  is  well  liked  in  the  community,  is  a 
Chapter  and  Blue  Lodge  Mason,  and  a  member  of  the  Loyal  Legion.  He  was 
inducted  into  the  United  States  service  Aug.  2,  1918,  and  was  sent  to  Camp 
Taylor  in  Kentucky.  He  trained  twelve  days  with  Co.  C,  159th  Depot  Brigade, 
and  was  then  transferred  to  Co.  C,  3rd  Batallion,  F.  A.  R.  D.,  in  which  he 
remained  for  a  few  weeks^  Sept.  6,  1918,  he  was  assigned  to  the  19th 
Ammunition  Train  with  headquarters  at  Fort  Sill,  Oklahoma.  From  there  he 
was  sent  to  Camp  Grant,  Rockford,  Ill.,  where  he  was  discharged  Feb.  17,  1919. 

Mrs.  Euseba  M.  Winchester,  who  has  lived  in  Barron  County  for  more  than 
four  decades,  is  one  of  the  highly  respected  residents  of  Rice  Lake,  where  she 
has  led  a  busy  and  useful  life  and  has  been  an  active  worker  in  many 
public  causes.  She  was  born  in  the  village  of  Underhill,  Chittenden  County, 
Vermont,  April  5,  1841,  daughter  of  Ahirah  and  Orvilla  (Mead)  Livingston. 
She  acquired  her  early  education  in  the  public  schools,  and  then  took  a  finish¬ 
ing  course  in  the  Ladies’  Seminary  at  Troy,  New  York.  Then  she  came  to 
Reedsburg,  Juneau  County,  this  state,  and  for  fifteen  years  was  a  teacher  in 
the  public  schools.  Thoroughly  grounded  in  the  fundamentals  herself,  she 
had  the  faculty  of  imparting  her  knowledge  to  others,  and  she  was  a  most  suc¬ 
cessful  teacher  in  a  day  when  teachers  of  her  stamp  were  greatly  needed  in  the 
crude  pioneer  schools  of  her  county.  At  the  end  of  the  fifteen  years,  the  suc¬ 
cessful  young  teacher  married  George  W.  Barnes,  now  deceased.  To  this  union 
was  born  one  son,  George  S.,  now  a  prominent  business  man  of  Barnes,  Bay- 
field  County,  this  state.  This  son  has  been  three  times  married.  His  first  wife, 
Vivian  Kelley,  left  one  son,  Horace  S.  Barnes,  who  was  reared  by  his  grand¬ 
mother,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  is  now  a  prominent  farmer  of  Barnes,  Wis., 
married  Cyrilla  O’Grady,  and  has  three  children,  Ruth,  Eleanor  and  Horace  C. 
For  his  second  wife,  George  S.  Barnes  married  Martha  Knutson,  and  to  this 
union  there  were  born  five  children:  Euseba,  Howard,  Anita,  Jennie  May  and 
Virginia.  On  Jan.  23,  1905,  while  living  on  their  homestead  in  Bayfield  County, 
Wis.,  their  log  cabin  took  fire,  and  Mrs.  George  S.  Barnes,  the  two  younger 
children,  Jennie  May  and  Virginia,  and  Elsie  Meisnar,  a  teacher  from  Wash¬ 
burn,  who  was  boarding  with  them,  all  perished.  Later,  Mr.  Barnes  married 
Mary  Machom,  by  whom  he  had  two  children,  Ruby  and  Stanley.  After  the 
death  of  George  W.  Barnes,  his  widow,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  married 
Horace  Sprague,  of  Reedsburg,  Wis.  They  came  to  Rice  Lake  in  1880,  and 
operated  the  Rice  Lake  Hotel  for  the  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  This  hotel  was  then 
the  leading  hostelry  of  the  village,  and  was  the  headquarters  for  all  the  lead¬ 
ing  lumbermen  then  operating  in  this  part  of  the  state.  Mr.  Sprague  died  in 
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1893.  Undaunted,  the  widow,  who  had  proved  in  the  hotel  business  that  she 
was  a  woman  of  commercial  ability  as  well  as  of  refinement  and  education, 
took  up  the  millinery  business,  at  which  she  was  most  successful.  On  July  11, 
1897,  she  married  Alfonso  Winchester,  a  prominent  farmer  of  Sumner  Town¬ 
ship,  this  county,  a  former  resident  of  Reedsburg,  Wis.,  and  born  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  Jan.  7,  1851.  After  their  marriage  they  lived  on  the  farm  for  a  year, 
and  then  sold  out  and  purchased  their  present  property  at  21  West  Gates 
Street.  For  ten  years  thereafter  they  were  successfully  engaged  in  the  mer¬ 
cantile  business  on  the  South  Side.  Then  they  sold  out,  and  practically  re¬ 
tired.  Mr.  Winchester  still  devotes  a  part  of  his  time  to  working  in  the  Rice 
Lake  Excelsior  Co.  plant,  and  Mrs.  Winchester  continues  the  work  she  has 
done  for  so  many  years  as  a  news  writer  for  the  Rice  Lake  Chronotype,  the  old¬ 
est  newspaper  in  Barron  County.  She  is  a  member  of  various  organizations, 
and  has  served  on  various  delegations  and  committees.  She  has  been  an  active 
member  of  the  Woman’s  Relief  Corps  since  1894.  The  family  faith  is  that  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Dwight  J.  Chandler,  now  living  retired  at  Rice  Lake,  and  for  many  years 
interested  in  the  sawmill  business  in  this  part  of  Wisconsin,  was  born  in  New 
York  State,  and  came  to  Wisconsin  in  1853,  with  the  early  pioneers.  He  farmed 
for  many  years  and  in  1875  engaged  in  the  hotel  business  in  Eau  Claire,  this 
state.  With  the  capital  thus  acquired,  he  took  up  the  sawmill  business,  and 
was  engaged  in  this  line  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  in  and  near  the  Chippewa 
Valley.  In  1910,  after  a  busy  career  filled  with  hard  work,  he  retired  and  took 
up  his  home  in  Rice  Lake.  His  wife,  Emma  Leachman,  is  a  native  of  this  state. 

Roy  Cleveland  Chandler,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  New  Idea  Potato 
Machinery  Co.,  Rice  Lake,  is  a  well-known  busines's  man  of  the  city,  and  his 
hard  work  and  ability  as  well  as  his  appreciation  of  manufacturing  and  farm¬ 
ing  conditions  are  important  factors  in  the  success  with  which  his  company  is 
meeting.  He  was  born  July  30,  1885,  at  Eau  Claire,  Wis.,  the  son  of  Dwight  J. 
and  Emma  (Leahman)  Chandler.  He  passed  through  the  graded  schools  of  his 
home  town  and  was  graduated  from  the  high  school  there  in  the  class  of  1904. 
For  the  two  years  following  he  was  in  the  lumber  business  at  Frederic,  Wis., 
and  then  entered  the  employ  of  Stevens  &  Jarves,  of  Eau  Claire,  Wis.,  selling 
hardwood  lumber.  In  1909  he  and  his  father-in-law,  E.  S.  Hammond,  organ¬ 
ized  the  Hammond  &  Chandler  Lumber  Co.  for  the  manufacture  of  hemlock 
and  hardwood  lumber,  and  opened  a  retail  yard  at  Rice  Lake.  In  1918,  Mr. 
Chandler  withdrew  from  the  company  and  assisted  in  organizing  the  company 
with  which  he  is  now  connected.  The  concern  occupies  a  new  brick  building, 
50  by  200  feet,  and  is  manufacturing  a  modern  potato  grading  machine  for 
which  there  is  a  wide  demand.  Mr.  Chandler  was  married  May  8,  1907,  to  Ruth 
Adaline  Hammond,  daughter  of  Eleazer  S.  and  Sarah  Adaline  (Hower)  Ham¬ 
mond,  the  former  of  whom  is  a  prominent  logger  and  lumberman.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Chandler  have  four  bright  children:  Lee  Hammond,  born  Feb.  4,  1909; 
Dorris  Elizabeth,  born  Oct.  22,  1914;  and  Dwight  Jefferson  and  Phyllis  Adaline 
(twins),  born  Jan.  15,  1917. 

Mrs.  Loella  V.  Williams,  chiropractic  practitioner,  with  office  and  home 
at  Rice  Lake,  and  a  branch  office  at  Spooner,  was  the  first  person  of  her  pro¬ 
fession  to  locate  in  this  county,  and  is  still  its  leading  representative  here.  In 
addition  to  her  work  with  her  patients,  she  deals  considerably  in  real  estate, 
and  at  present  owns  no  less  than  three  good  farms  in  the  county,  her  favorite 
place  being  the  Long  Lake  Road  Farm,  in  Sections  10  and  15,  Oak  Grove  Town¬ 
ship,  which  is  stocked  with  a  fine  herd  of  over  thirty  Guernsey  cattle,  includ¬ 
ing  a  full-blooded  sire.  Loella  Vunk.  as  she  was  then  called,  was  born  at 
Marathon,  New  York,  Oct.  31,  1889,  daughter  of  Jerome  and  Martha  (Harring¬ 
ton)  Vunk,  natives  of  New  York  State,  the  former  of  whom  died  when  the 
daughter  was  less  than  three  years  old,  and  the  latter  of  whom  lives  with  her 
daughter,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Miss  Vunk  received  a  high  school  edu- 
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cation  in  her  native  town,  and  then  took  up  nursing.  She  was  married  July  7, 
1907,  to  Fred  Williams,  a  carpenter  and  woodworker,  at  Frankfort,  New  York, 
who  died  June  20,  1910.  After  his  death,  Mrs.  Williams  resumed  her  nursing 
for  a  while.  In  1911  she  entered  the  Universal  Chiropractic  College,  at  Daven¬ 
port,  Iowa,  and  was  graduated  in  1912.  Later  in  that  year  she  came  to  Rice 
Lake  and  opened  an  office  here.  In  1916  she  established  offices  at  Spooner, 
Wis.,  where  she  goes  on  Tuesdays  and  Fridays  of  each  week.  A  few  years  ago, 
Mrs.  Williams  erected  a  pleasant,  modern  home  of  nine  rooms  on  20  East 
Douglas  Street,  Rice  Lake.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Rebekah  Degree,  I.  0.  0.  F., 
and  also  of  the  Fortnightly  Literary  Club.  Her  religious  affiliation  is  with  the 
Presbyterian  Church. 

W.  H.  Dunn,  D.  D.  S.,  formerly  successful  practitioner  at  Rice  Lake  and 
New  Richmond,  and  now  the  genial  and  efficient  postmaster  at  Rice  Lake,  was 
born  in  Northfield,  Minn.,  Aug.  24,  1867,  son  of  Fred  and  Clara  (Knowlton) 
Dunn,  natives  respectively  of  Canada  and  Vermont,  who  were  married  in  North- 
field,  Minn.,  where  the  father,  who  has  devoted  his  life  to  blacksmithing,  still 
lives  and  where  the  mother  died  in  the  prime  of  life  in  1869.  W.  H.  Dunn  pur¬ 
sued  the  usual  graded  studies  as  a  boy,  and  in  1884  graduated  from  the  Fergus 
Falls,  (Minn.)  High  School,  later  entering  the  dental  department  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Minnesota,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1890.  In  that  year  he 
came  to  Rice  Lake,  and  opened  dental  offices  here  and  at  New  Richmond,  spend¬ 
ing  alternate  half  months  in  each  city.  The  next  year  he  gave  up  the  New 
Richmond  office,  and  from  then  until  1916  devoted  his  time  entirely  to  his  Rice 
Lake  office.  He  practiced  dental  and  oral  surgery  in  all  its  branches,  had  a 
well-equipped  office,  and  built  up  a  large  practice.  During  that  period  he 
actively  identified  himself  with  public  affairs,  and  his  appointment  by  Presi¬ 
dent  Woodrow  Wilson  as  postmaster  in  1916,  met  with  general  approval.  He 
was  reappointed  for  another  term  of  four  years,  in  June,  1920.  In  this  posi¬ 
tion  he  has  given  general  satisfaction,  and  the  office  has  flourished  under  his 
management.  The  office  does  a  large  business,  and  is  the  center  of  six  rural 
routes  with  one  daily  delivery,  and  of  four  city  routes,  three  of  which  have 
semi-daily  deliveries  and  one  three  deliveries  daily.  Mr.  Dunn  owns  a  good 
farm  of  80  acres  in  Sumner  Township,  this  county,  and  a  good  tract  of  wild 
land  in  Sawyer  County,  this  state.  Fraternally,  he  associates  with  the  Knights 
of  Pythias  and  the  Modern  Woodmen.  For  three  years  he  did  efficient  service 
as  city  clerk,  and  he  is  still  serving  as  a  member  of  the  Library  Board.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  in  religion  he  adheres  to  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
He  enjoys  out-of-door  life  and  takes  especial  delight  in  his  autumnal  deer 
hunts.  Mr.  Dunn  was  married  June  3,  1896,  to  Grace  Rogers,  of  Rice  Lake, 
and  this  union  was  blessed  with  four  children :  Roger  F.,  Marjorie  K.,  William 
H.,  Jr.,  and  Florence  Elizabeth.  Roger  F.  was  born  Feb.  20,  1902,  graduated 
from  the  Rice  Lake  High  School  in  the  class  of  1919,  and  is  now  a  student  in 
Carleton  College,  Northfield,  Minn.  Marjorie  K.  was  born  April  12,  1905; 
William  H.,  Jr.,  was  born  May  24,  1910;  and  Florence  Elizabeth  was  born  July 
9,  1913.  Mrs.  Dunn  was  born  in  Rock  Island,  Ill.,  June  3,  1873,  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  W.  Rogers,  who  brought  her  to  this  county  as  a  young 
girl  and  settled  in  Shell  Lake  Township,  coming  to  the  city  in  1888.  In  1892 
she  graduated  from  the  Rice  Lake  High  School,  and  became  a  proficient  teacher, 
first  in  the  Meadow  Creek  School  and  then  in  the  South  Side  School.  After  her 
marriage  she  continued  her  activities  in  educational  and  social  lines.  She 
belonged  to  the  Eastern  Star,  the  W.  C.  T.  U.,  and  the  Royal  Neighbors.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  war  she  was  one  of  the  leaders  in  Red  Cross  work.  The  Fortnightly 
Club  found  her  a  valued  worker,  and  at  one  time  she  was  its  president.  In 
the  Presbyterian  Church  she  was  a  devout  and  active  member.  She  worked 
for  years  in  the  Ladies’  Aid  Society,  and  at  one  time  was  its  president.  In  the 
Sunday  School  she  taught  a  class  of  growing  boys,  who  owe  much  to  her 
kindly  influence.  She  was  an  ideal  mother,  and  a  loving  and  faithful  wife,  and 
her  death  will  long  be  sincerely  mourned  by  her  family,  by  her  friends  and  by 
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the  community.  She  died  Feb.  15,  1921,  leaving  a  family  who  will  never  cease 
to  mourn  her  loss. 

N.  Adolph  Anderson,  produce  dealer  of  Rice  Lake  and  Brill,  specializing 
in  potatoes  and  hay,  was  born  in  Sweden,  Nov.  4,  1869,  son  of  Peter  and  Alsie 
Anderson,  who  spent  the  span  of  their  years  as  farmers  in  their  native  land. 
In  the  family  there  were  three  children:  Anna  is  the  wife  of  August  Winne- 
berg,  of  Stillwater,  Minn.  Caroline  is  the  wife  of  Olaf  Kulldorf,  and  still  lives 
in  Sweden.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  his  native  land,  and  there 
became  a  farmer.  In  1890  he  came  to  the  United  States,  and  located  in  Still¬ 
water,  Minn.,  where  he  was  a  store  clerk  for  a  while.  In  1902  he  opened  a  gen¬ 
eral  store  at  Shafer,  in  Chisago  County,  Minn.  He  sold  out  in  1911,  and  for  the 
next  three  years  was  a  traveling  salesman  with  headquarters  at  St.  Paul.  He 
came  to  Rice  Lake  in  1913,  and  engaged  in  the  potato  business  for  a  year.  In 
1914  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Rice  Lake  Consumers’  Store  as  a  clerk.  Two 
years  later  he  established  his  present  business.  He  is  well  liked  throughout 
the  county,  and  has  the  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  has  business  dealings. 
Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Beavers.  Mr.  Anderson  was  married  at 
Stillwater,  Minn.,  Sept.  30,  1899,  to  Alvina  Magner,  daughter  of  John  A.  and 
Charlotte  Magner,  natives  of  Sweden,  who  came  to  America  and  settled  on  a 
farm  in  Chisago  County,  Minnesota,  with  the  early  pioneers.  The  mother  died 
many  years  ago  but  the  father  is  still  living  on  the  home  farm.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Anderson  have  one  daughter,  Adella  Elsie  Charlotte,  who  was  born  March 
27,  1909,  and  is  attending  the  Rice  Lake  High  School. 

August  Benson,  a  retired  farmer  living  in  Rice  Lake,  for  nearly  two  dec¬ 
ades  the  owner  of  a  good  place  in  Section  7,  Stanley  Township,  was  born  on  a 
farm  in  Sweden,  Feb.  15,  1865,  the  son  of  Bengt  and  Anna  Anderson,  who  are 
still  living  in  their  native  land.  Of  their  nine  children,  August  was  the  sec¬ 
ond.  He  was  reared  on  the  home  farm,  grew  to  manhood,  married  and  had  one 
child.  In  1891,  leaving  his  family  in  Sweden,  he  came  to  this  country.  After 
landing  at  New  York,  he  went  to  Batavia,  in  that  state,  and  from  there  to 
Minneapolis,  where  he  secured  employment  in  the  mills.  The  next  year  his 
family  joined  him,  and  they  established  their  home  in  Minneapolis.  But  he 
and  his  wife  had  both  come  of  a  long  line  of  sturdy  farming  people,  and  they 
believed  that  rural  conditions  were  best  for  their  children.  So  in  April,  1900, 
they  came  to  Barron  County,  and  secured  eighty  acres  of  wild  land  in  Section 
7,  Stanley  Township.  On  this  tract  they  erected  a  small  frame  house  and  a  log 
barn.  Their  domestic  animals  consisted  of  a  cow  and  a  horse.  The  family 
treasury  contained  just  $10.  But  they  had  health  and  courage  and  a  determi¬ 
nation  to  succeed.  For  a  while  they  had  many  hardships  to  endure.  The  near¬ 
est  stores  were  at  Cameron,  and  there  they  had  to  walk  for  their  groceries 
and  other  supplies.  The  neighborhood  was  just  developing  and  there  was  no 
schoolhouse,  so  school  was  held  in  their  little  house.  As  the  years  passed, 
their  hard  work  met  with  success.  They  bought  another  40  acres,  they  erected 
a  modern  home,  a  good  barn,  36  by  80  feet,  and  other  buildings,  and  cleared 
and  cultivated  the  land.  Mr.  Benson  took  an  active  interest  in  everything  that 
was  for  the  good  of  the  community.  In  public  life  he  served  as  a  director  of  the 
school  board.  In  business  life  he  was  a  director  of  the  Farmers’  Telephone 
Co.  and  a  stockholder  in  the  famous  Barron  Creamery  Co.  After  a  long  and 
useful  career,  he  sold  the  place  in  1917  to  his  sons.  Axel  and  Victor,  and  moved 
to  Rice  Lake,  where  he  and  his  wife  have  a  pleasant  home,  at  202  Phips  Street, 
and  where  they  now  reside.  Both  are  prominent  in  the  Swedish  Lutheran 
Church  there.  Mr.  Benson  has  been  a  church  official  and  superintendent  of 
the  Sunday  School,  while  his  wife  has  been  interested  in  the  women’s  activi¬ 
ties.  Mr.  Benson  was  married  in  Sweden,  Dec.  27,  1889,  to  Hilma  Bergeson,  who 
was  born  there  Jan.  1,  1868,  youngest  of  the  three  children  of  Berger  Carlson 
and  Sophia  (Hanson)  Bergeson,  worthy  people  who  spent  the  span  of  their 
years  in  that  country.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Benson  have  had  eight  children.  John 
S.  was  born  in  Sweden.  Axel,  Olga,  Victor  and  Vanard  were  born  in  Minne- 
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apolis.  Gladys  and  Lillie  (twins)  and  Clara  were  born  on  the  farm  in  Stan¬ 
ley  Township.  Axel,  who  was  born  March  22,  1893,  and  Victor,  who  was  born 
Sept.  10,  1897,  now  own  and  operate  the  home  place.  They  are  numbered 
among  the  active  and  progressive  young  men  of  the  township.  They  carry 
on  general  farming  and  dairying  and  raise  a  good  grade  of  Guernsey  cattle. 
They  have  continued  the  improvements  started  by  the  father,  and  have  put  in 
an  electric  light  plant  and  installed  a  milking  machine. 

Julius  S.  Johnson,  senior  member  of  the  partnership  of  J.  S.  Johnson  & 
Son,  proprietors  of  Sunny  Plat  Farm  of  75  acres  of  fertile  and  highly  pro¬ 
ductive  land  within  the  city  limits  of  Rice  Lake,  is  one  of  the  highly  respected 
residents  of  the  city  and  county.  He  is  a  progressive  man  as  a  farmer  and  as 
a  citizen,  he  is  an  excellent  type  of  the  modern  farmer,  and  he  stands  high  with 
all  who  know  him.  He  has  been  successful  in  general  farming  and  dairying, 
and  his  results  in  raising  potatoes  for  the  fancy  trade  have  been  especially 
notable.  His  son,  Raymond  0.,  who  is  associated  with  him,  is  a  progressive, 
active  young  man,  and  a  hard  worker,  one  whose  ideas  have  weight,  and  one 
who  is  well  liked  by  his  friends  and  acquaintances.  Julius  S.  Johnson  was  born 
in  Norway,  Oct.  13,  1864,  son  of  John  and  Hannah  (Anderson)  Johnson,  who 
brought  him  to  America  in  1869  and  located  in  Jackson  County,  this  state. 
He  attended  the  public  schools  of  that  county  and  was  reared  to  farm  pur¬ 
suits  by  his  parents,  with  whom  he  remained  well  into  the  years  of  maturity. 
He  first  began  on  the  home  farm  in  Jackson  County,  Wis.,  a  tract  of  240 
acres,  where  he  carried  on  general  farming.  Then  he  sold  that  property  and, 
coming  to  Rice  Lake,  opened  a  butcher  shop  there,  which  he  conducted  for 
five  years.  Then  in  1913  he  purchased  his  present  place  in  Section  28.  Mr. 
Johnson  was  married  Oct.  20,  1898,  to  Emma  Halvorson,  who  was  born  in 
Osseo,  Trempealeau  County,  Wisconsin,  June  1,  1878,  daughter  of  Gilbert  and 
Isabelle  (Olson)  Halvorson,  who  are  still  living  in  that  place.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Johnson  have  one  son,  Raymond  0.,  already  mentioned  as  his  father’s  partner. 
He  was  born  Feb.  12,  1900,  studied  in  the  district  school  and  attended  high 
school  two  years.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Peter  Ahern,  Sr.,  one  of  the  earliest  pioneers  of  Rice  Lake  Township,  was 
born  in  Canada,  and  there  was  reared.  He  married  Sarah  McDonald,  who  was 
bom  in  Scotland.  In  1870  they  brought  their  family  to  the  United  States,  and 
located  in  Menomonie,  Dunn  County,  Wis.  From  there,  in  1871,  they  drove  to 
Rice  Lake,  with  a  team  of  mules  and  took  a  homestead  of  160  acres  in  section 
28,  in  what  is  now  Rice  Lake  Township.  The  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  lumber 
camps  were  then  flourishing,  there  was  a  French  settlement  along  the  northern 
line  of  what  is  now  Rice  Lake  Township,  and  an  Irish  settlement  north  of  that, 
but  within  the  present  limits  of  the  town  almost  no  homesteads  had  then  been 
taken.  Mr.  Ahem  built  a  set  of  log  buildings,  cleared  80  acres  of  his  land, 
and  started  a  good  farm.  He  was  a  man  of  sterling  character,  and  stood  well 
with  all  who  knew  him.  After  a  useful  life  he  died  March  23,  1881.  His  wife 
died  July  13,  1879.  In  the  family  there  were  eleven  children:  Donald,  Mary, 
Florane,  Sarah,  Isabell,  Joseph,  Peter,  Katherine,  Margaret,  Ellen  and  Mary  J. 
All  are  dead  except  Ellen  and  Mary  J.  Ellen  was  born  Sept.  25,  1855,  and  was 
married  on  Oct.  22,  1871,  at  Menomonie,  Wis.,  to  Duncan  Monroe.  Mary  J. 
was  bom  Oct.  8,  1838,  and  married  Andrew  Martin.  She  resides  with  a 
daughter  at  Duluth. 

Peter  Ahem,  Jr„  for  many  years  a  solid  and  substantial  citizen,  now 
deceased,  had  a  career  which  was  inseparably  interwoven  in  the  history  of  the 
lumber  industry  in  this  region.  He  was  born  in  Canada,  Aug.  21,  1850,  the 
son  of  Peter  and  Sarah  (McDonald)  Ahem.  He  was  educated  in  his  native 
country,  and  early  took  up  lumbering.  He  came  to  Wisconsin  in  1869,  a  year 
before  his  parents  came,  and  found  his  way  directly  to  Rice  Lake.  With  head¬ 
quarters  here,  he  was  foreman  for  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  for  eighteen  years.  For 
six  winters  he  engaged  in  logging  for  himself  as  a  contractor.  From  1892  to 
1908  he  was  again  in  the  lumber  business  in  the  employ  of  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co. 
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until  his  death,  which  occurred  May  24,  1911,  and  was  an  event  widely  and 
sincerely  mourned.  He  was  married  Aug.  17,  1874,  to  Bridget  K.  Lally,  the 
daughter  of  Owen  and  Mary  (Dooher)  Lally. 

Owen  Lally,  one  of  the  earliest  homesteaders  in  Oak  Grove  Township,  now 
deceased,  was  born  in  County  Sligo,  Ireland,  and  was  there  reared.  He  came 
to  Canada  in  the  forties,  and  there  married  Mary  Dooher,  a  native  of  County 
Mayo,  Ireland.  In  Canada,  he  followed  the  lumber  industry.  From  there,  in 
1865,  he  came  to  the  United  States.  The  railroad  then  ended  at  Sparta,  and 
from  there  he  drove  to  Chippewa  Falls  with  a  team  of  cows.  Upon  arriving 
there,  Mr.  Lally  entered  the  employment  of  the  Gilbert  Brothers  Lumber  Co., 
with  headquarters  along  the  Yellow  River.  With  this  company  and  others  he 
continued,  during  the  winter  seasons,  for  many  years.  In.  1868  he  and  his 
three  sons,  Mike,  John  and  Anthony,  each  took  a  homestead  of  160  acres  in 
Oak  Grove  Township.  In  1872  they  were  joined  by  the  rest  of  the  family,  and 
after  erecting  a  set  of  log  buildings,  they  proceeded  to  cut  off  the  timber  and 
clear  the  land.  Many  thousand  feet  of  the  hardwood  thus  cut  off  was  sold 
to  the  wood-working  factories  for  staves,  hubs  and  spokes.  Mr.  Lally  farmed 
on  this  place  summers  and  worked  in  the  woods  winters  until  1898,  when  he 
retired  and  moved  to  Rice  Lake,  where  he  died  Feb.  14,  1899.  His  good  wife 
died  March  22,  1901.  In  the  family  there  were  eleven  children:  Patrick, 
Michael,  John,  James,  Edward,  Mary,  Anna,  Anthony,  Thomas  P.,  Bridget 
Kathleen  and  Andrew.  Of  these  children,  Patrick,  Michael,  John,  James,  Ed¬ 
ward,  Mary  and  Anna  are  now  deceased.  Anthony  and  Andrew  live  in  Superior, 
and  Thomas  P.  and  Bridget  Kathleen  at  Rice  Lake. 

Thomas  P.  Lally,  for  many  years  connected  with  the  lumbering  industry 
in  Rice  Lake,  was  born  in  the  Province  of  Ontario,  Canada,  Nov.  22,  1856,  the 
son  of  Owen  and  Mary  (Dooher)  Lally,  natives  of  Ireland.  He  was  nine 
years  old  when  his  parents  came  to  Wisconsin,  and  twelve  when  they  settled 
in  Oak  Grove  Township.  He  attended  school  for  a  time  in  Oak  Grove  Township, 
and  assisted  his  father  and  brothers  in  clearing  land.  In  1872  he  went  to  Rice 
Lake.  There  for  nearly  fifty  years  he  was  employed  by  various  lumber 
companies.  When  the  Lampert  Lumber  Co.  opened  a  yard  here,  he  started 
work  for  them,  and  remained  with  them  until  1920.  Then  he  took  up  his  home 
with  his  sister,  Mrs.  Peter  Ahern  of  Rice  Lake.  He  has  been  a  hard  working 
man  all  his  life,  he  knows  the  lumber  business  in  all  its  branches,  he  has 
always  had  the  confidence  of  those  by  whom  he  has  been  employed.  He  is  a 
genial,  kindly  soul,  he  enjoys  a  good  joke,  and  has  a  fine  sense  of  humor.  He 
is  respected  by  the  older  folk  and  beloved  by  the  children,  and  enjoys  an 
excellent  standing  in  the  community. 

Janies  C.  Barbee,  D.  V.  S.,  skilled  and  efficient  veterinarian  practitioner  at 
Rice  Lake,  was  born  in  Effingham,  Ill.,  June  13,  1890,  and  received  his  early 
education  in  the  primary,  grammar  and  high  schools  of  Chicago.  In  1909  he 
entered  the  Chicago  Veterinary  College,  and  was  graduated  in  1912,  after  three 
years  hard  study.  For  a  while  he  practiced  successfully  at  Sidney,  Ill.,  and 
from  there  went  to  Hinkley,  Ill.  While  there  he  enrolled  in  the  Veterinary 
Reserve  Corps,  and  in  March,  1918,  was  called  to  active  duty  with  the  United 
States  forces.  He  trained  at  Camp  Wheeler  in  Georgia,  went  to  France  with 
the  117th  Field  Artillery  in  October,  1918,  was  transferred  to  Section  7, 
Veterinary  Evacuation  Service,  in  January,  1919,  and  was  returned  to  the 
States  in  June,  1919,  and  discharged.  The  following  month  he  located  in  Rice 
Lake.  Here  he  bought  out  I.  L.  James,  and  has  since  continued  in  practice. 
He  has  a  growing  practice,  and  gives  his  attention  to  all  branches  of  his  pro¬ 
fession,  the  valuable  cattle  of  this  rich  dairy  community  making  his  services 
especially  in  demand.  Dr.  Barbee  is  a  member  of  Edgar  Eubanks  Post, 
American  Legion.  In  politics  he  is  an  independent  voter,  studying  the  men 
and  issues  of  each  campaign,  rather  than  blindly  following  the  dictates  of 
party  leaders. 
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Bertrand  I.  Bliss,  Rice  Lake  real  estate  dealer,  insurance  agent,  lumber¬ 
man  and  public  official,  was  born  in  Evansville,  Ind.,  son  of  George  I.  and  Jane 
C.  (Taylor)  Bliss,  natives  of  Geneseo,  New  York,  who  returned  to  their  native 
town  when  their  son,  Bertrand  I.  was  five  years  old.  He  passed  through  the 
graded  schools  and  took  a  one-year  course  in  the  High  School.  As  a  youth  he 
farmed  for  a  while,  and  then  for  several  years  worked  in  a  grocery  store  at 
Geneseo.  He  came  to  Rice  Lake  in  1891,  and  for  a  while  was  employed  in  the 
lumber  yard  of  the  Rice  Lake  Lumber  Co.  Then  he  entered  the  Bank  of  Rice 
Lake,  now  the  First  National  Bank,  as  clerk,  was  in  time  promoted  to  assistant 
cashier,  and  remained  with  the  institution  in  all  some  ten  years.  In  1903  he 
took  up  the  land  business  in  which  he  has  since  continued,  dealing  in  city  and 
rural  property.  In  his  insurance  department  he  specializes  in  automobile  in¬ 
surance  as  agent  for  the  Mutual  Company  of  Monroe  County,  Wis.  His  loan 
business  is  largely  confined  to  farm  lands.  During  the  winter  season  he  is 
interested  in  logging,  buying,  stumping  and  selling  logs.  In  public  life  he  has 
been  supervisor  of  the  first  ward,  school  commissioner,  secretary  of  the  board  of 
education,  member  of  the  park  board,  member  of  the  board  of  public  works, 
and  member  of  the  county  tax  income  board.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Blue  Lodge  and  of  the  Eastern  Star.  The  pleasant  family  home,  all  modern 
in  convenience,  is  located  at  625  North  Main  street.  Mr.  Bliss  was  married  in 
1894  to  Amanda  Brown,  of  Eau  Claire  county,  this  state,  who  died  in  Decem¬ 
ber,  1909,  leaving  two  daughters,  Dorothy  L.  a  stenographer  at  Appleton,  Wis., 
and  Portia  C.,  a  stenographer  at  Clintonville,  Wis.  In  1911  Mr.  Bliss  married 
Barbara  S.  Kaiser,  of  Hudson,  Wis.,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Florence  I., 
born  Feb.  21.  1915. 

Albert  Belland,  connected  with  the  Park  Falls  Lumber  Co.,  Rice  Lake,  was 
born  in  Victoriaville,  Dominion  of  Canada,  Nov.  16,  1865,  son  of  Charles  and 
Mary  (Cornwell)  Belland,  who  brought  him  to  the  States  when  he  was  a  child. 
He  received  his  early  education  in  Chippewa  and  Barron  counties,  sometimes 
having  to  walk  three  miles  to  a  log  school  house  in  the  forest.  He  left  school 
at  the  age  of  fourteen  and  was  thereafter  employed  in  the  woods  during  the 
winter,  continuing  to  assist  his  parents  on  the  home  place  during  the  farming 
season.  In  1893  he  bought  eighty  acres  of  the  old  homestead  in  Rice  Lake 
Township  and  operated  it  for  seven  years,  but  in  1900  sold  out,  moved  to  Rice 
Lake,  and  entered  his  present  employ.  He  understands  lumber  thoroughly  and 
is  in  high  favor  with  his  company  and  with  the  patrons  whom  he  serves.  He  is 
a  union  man  and  belongs  to  a  local  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor.  Mr. 
Belland  married  Louise  Burton,  daughter  of  S.  Burton  and  Ellen  (Demers) 
Burton,  the  former  of  whom  died  May  12,  1916,  and  the  latter  of  whom  makes 
her  home  with  her  daughter.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Belland  are  the  parents  of  nine 
children.  Lena,  Bert  J.  (deceased),  Andy  G.,  who  in  March,  1911,  enlisted  in 
the  regular  United  States  Army,  being  now  first  sergeant  in  a  company  of  the 
14th  U.  S.  Cavalry;  Emily  M.,  Roy  G.,  a  machinist  in  Minneapolis;  Dorris  J., 
a  clerk  in  Rice  Lake;  Evilda  D.,  Louis,  who  died  in  infancy;  and  Wallace  J. 

Charles  Belland  was  born  in  Canada,  and  there  married  Mary  Cornwell. 
He  brought  his  family  to  the  States  in  the  early  seventies,  and  settled  at 
Chippewa  Falls,  Wis.,  where  he  was  variously  employed.  A  few  years  later  he 
came  to  Barron  county,  and  subsequently  purchased  220  acres  of  land  in 
Section  4,  Rice  Lake  Township.  Of  this  tract  35  acres  had  been  broken.  He 
continued  the  breaking  and  improving,  and  erected  a  log  house  and  barn, 
which  he  thatched  with  bark.  In  1885  he  replaced  the  log  barn  with  a  frame 
structure,  and  in  1900  built  a  frame  granary,  sheep  shed,  hog  house  and  other 
buildings.  In  that  year  he  sold  out,  and  moved  to  the  city  of  Rice  Lake,  where 
he  now  lives  with  his  daughter,  Mrs.  George  Robarge.  In  the  family  there  are 
six  children:  Albert,  Paul  (deceased),  Emma,  Adolph,  Frieda  and  Clara.  Mrs. 
Belland  died  on  the  farm.  Sept.  5,  1883. 

Ole  Bredeson,  deceased,  formerly  a  hotel  man  of  Rice  Lake,  was  a  well 
known  citizen  of  the  place,  and  did  what  he  could  for  the  welfare  of  the  city. 
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He  was  born  in  Norway,  July  4,  1843,  was  there  educated,  and  as  a  young  man 
was  employed  in  the  lumber  woods.  In  1873  he  came  to  America,  and  settled 
at  Beloit,  Wis.  The  next  year  he  came  to  this  part  of  the  state,  and  after 
living  in  Eau  Claire  for  a  short  time,  settled  on  a  farm  near  Sand  Creek,  in 
Dunn  county,  where  he  purchased  80  acres.  He  cleared  40  acres,  erected  a  set 
of  buildings,  made  other  improvements,  and  there  farmed  for  fifteen  years. 
He  sold  the  farm  in  1889,  and  started  the  hotel  at  Sand  Creek,  which  he 
operated  for  three  years.  In  1893  he  came  to  Rice  Lake  and  opened  the 
Bredeson  Hotel,  which  he  successfully  conducted  for  five  years,  meeting  with 
general  approval  from  the  traveling  public.  He  retired  in  1899,  and  purchased 
a  home  at  135  West  Humbird  street,  where  he  lived  until  his  lamented  death, 
Nov.  15,  1905.  Mr.  Bredeson  was  married  in  Norway,  Aug.  12,  1869,  to  Bertha 
Larson,  who  was  born  there  Jan.  9,  1846.  They  have  eleven  children:  Gilbert, 
Mary,  George,  Louise,  Ole  C.,  and  Albert,  who  are  living,  and  Carrie,  Gunda, 
Bertha,  James  and  Oscar,  who  are  dead.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the 
Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Ole  C.  Bredeson,  automobile  salesman,  Rice  Lake,  was  born  Oct.  6,  1883, 
at  Sand  Creek,  Dunn  County,  Wis.,  son  of  Ole  and  Bertha  (Larson)  Bredeson. 
He  was  educated  in  his  native  town  and  in  Rice  Lake.  In  1899  he  started 
railroading  for  the  “Soo”  line,  as  a  freight  brakeman,  in  which  occupation  he 
had  the  misfortune  to  lose  his  left  arm  in  1900.  In  1904  he  worked  in  the  north 
lumber  woods.  He  engaged  in  business  in  Rice  Lake  in  1907,  and  in  1912 
became  an  auto  salesman.  From  1914  to  1917,  he  owned  and  conducted  a 
livery  barn  at  Rice  Lake,  and  since  then  has  been  an  auto  salesman.  He  is 
active  in  public  life  and  is  a  member  of  the  Rice  Lake  Commercial  Club.  He 
makes  his  home  with  his  mother. 

Albert  Freier,  truck  gardener,  Rice  Lake,  was  born  in  Germany,  Feb.  19, 
1854,  received  his  education  in  his  native  country,  and  spent  several  years  at 
farm  labor.  He  came  to  America  in  1887,  landed  in  New  York  city,  and  there 
remained  for  a  year.  Then  he  came  to  Richland  County,  Wis.,  bought  140 
acres,  cleared  and  broke  100  acres,  erected  a  set  of  buildings,  and  successfully 
carried  on  general  farming  for  some  fifteen  years.  In  1904  he  moved  to  Rice 
Lake,  bought  ten  acres  just  inside  the  city  limits,  and  erected  a  pleasant  little 
home  at  the  corner  of  Kern  avenue  and  Schneider  avenue.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  German  Lutheran  church.  Mr.  Freier  was  married  June  6,  1877  to 
Wilhelmina  Fleshamel,  who  was  born  Sept.  12,  1853,  in  Germany,  and  was  early 
left  an  orphan.  There  are  nine  children  in  the  family.  Martha  was  born  Jan. 
23,  1878;  Theodore  was  born  June  6,  1880;  Emma  was  born  Sept.  8,  1882; 
Wilhelmina  was  born  July  19,  1885;  Herman  was  born  Dec.  5,  1888;  Ida  was 
born  July  18,  1892;  Louisa  was  born  July  18,  1895  and  died  in  childhood; 
Albert  was  born  Oct.  15,  1897  and  died  in  childhood;  George  was  born  Jan.  23, 
1899.  Mr.  Freier  is  a  substantial  hard  working  man,  and  is  well  liked  as  a 
good  family  man  and  good  neighbor. 

Andrew  E.  Folstad,  Rice  Lake,  was  born  in  the  parish  of  Storen,  five  miles 
south  of  Trondhjem,  Norway,  Aug.  15,  1864,  son  of  Elling  and  Ingeborg  (Fro- 
seth)  Folstad,  who  spent  the  span  of  their  years  in  that  parish,  as  had  their 
ancestors  before  them,  he  dying  in  1881  and  she  in  1882.  In  the  family  there 
were  seven  children:  John  (first),  John,  Andrew,  Peter,  Johan,  Carrie  and 
Berit.  Andrew  E.  received  his  education  in  the  schools  of  Norway,  and  as  a 
youth  was  reared  to  farm  pursuits.  He  came  to  America  in  1883  and  located  at 
Rice  Lake,  where  he  secured  employment  with  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.,  with  whom 
he  worked  logging  and  lumbering  for  the  long  period  of  36  years.  In  April, 
1920,  he  became  janitor  for  the  Riverside  Methodist  Episcopal  Hospital,  at  Rice 
Lake.  The  family  home  is  at  31  West  Newton  Street.  Mr.  Folstad  was  mar¬ 
ried  Oct.  24,  1886,  to  Mary  Hugdahl,  who  was  born  in  Norway,  May  13,  1867, 
and  came  to  America  in  1880  with  her  parents,  Iver  and  Berit  (Stenbru)  Hug¬ 
dahl,  who  came  to  America  and  located  at  Rice  Lake,  where  Mr.  Hugdahl  se¬ 
cured  employment  with  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  for  several  years,  after  which  he 
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purchased  land  just  outside  the  city  limits,  and  farmed  there  until  his  death, 
May  11,  1914,  his  wife  now  making  her  home  with  her  son,  Iver  Hugdahl,  at 
the  age  of  84  years.  In  the  family  there  were  seven  children:  Inga,  Iver,  Mary, 
Ole,  Inga  (second),  Gena  and  Olaf.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Folstad  have  had  eight  chil¬ 
dren.  Edward  (first)  is  deceased.  Edward  (second)  was  born  Feb.  13,  1888, 
and  is  a  building  contractor,  living  in  Rice  Lake.  He  married  Helga  Hanson, 
and  they  have  one  child,  Donald.  Olaf  was  born  July  22,  1890,  and  is  a  clerk 
with  the  Jacobson  Mercantile  Co.  He  married  Wallie  Kuger,  they  have  one 
child,  Bernice,  and  live  at  Rice  Lake.  Iver  was  born  Feb.  10,  1893,  lives  in  Rice 
Lake,  and  clerks  for  the  Jacobson  Mercantile  Co.  Ida  was  born  Aug.  23,  1897, 
and  died  at  the  age  of  four  and  a  half  years.  Arthur  was  born  Feb.  8, 
1900:  Melvin  was  born  Feb.  7,  1903; 'and  Oscar  was  born  April  19,  1906. 
The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church.  Iver,  the  son 
already  mentioned,  is  a  veteran  of  some  of  the  heaviest  fighting  of  the 
World  War,  having  seen  active  service  at  Montdidier  Noyore,  in  the  Aisne- 
Marne  region,  at  St.  Mihiel,  in  the  Meuse-Argonne  region,  and  in  various  de¬ 
fensive  sectors,  absolutely  without  injury.  He  was  a  volunteer,  enlisted  July 
6,  1917,  in  Co.  F,  6th  Wis.  Inf.,  as  sergeant,  trained  at  Camp  Douglas,  in  this 
state,  and  then  at  Camp  McArthur,  Waco,  Texas;  left  America  Feb.  18,  1918, 
arrived  at  Brest,  March  5,  1918,  was  transferred  to  the  First  Division,  March 
26,  1918;  was  thrown  into  action  at  once,  and  followed  the  heroic  fortunes  of 
that  historic  division  to  the  end  of  the  conflict.  He  was  sent  back  to  the 
States  in  the  fall  of  1919,  and  was  discharged  at  Camp  Grant,  Rockford,  Ill., 
Sept.  28,  1919. 

John  Victor  Olson  is  a  retired  farmer  living  in  Rice  Lake,  who  is  highly 
respected  for  his  worth  as  a  man,  his  success  as  an  agriculturist,  and  the  share 
he  has  had  in  the  upbuilding  of  the  county.  He  was  born  in  Sweden,  May  17, 

1865,  son  of  Ole  and  Katrina  Olson,  who  spent  all  their  lives  in  that  country, 

the  father  dying  in  1872  and  the  mother  in  1874.  After  leaving  school  he 
farmed  for  a  while,  and  was  also  employed  in  lumber  yards  and  sawmills.  He 
came  to  America  in  1888,  and  with  headquarters  at  Rice  Lake,  worked  for  two 
years  in  lumber  yards  and  in  the  woods.  In  1890  he  bought  a  farm  of  40  acres 
in  Stanfold  Township,  Section  36,  and  to  this  he  later  added  an  adjoining  40 
acres  in  Barron  Township.  The  land  was  all  wild,  covered  with  heavy  hard¬ 
wood  timber.  He  cleared  most  of  this  timber,  grubbed  and  broke  the  land,  de¬ 
veloped  a  good  farm,  and  carried  on  general  farming  operations  until  1920, 
when  he  sold  the  farm,  and  moved  to  32  Reuter  Avenue,  where  he  now  resides. 
He  had  the  confidence  of  his  farm  neighbors  and  at  one  time  served  on  the 
town  board.  Mr.  Olson  was  married  Oct.  4,  1888,  to  Hulda  Josephine  Johnson, 
born  in  Sweden,  Jan.  23,  1865,  daughter  of  John  and  Johanna  Johnson,  natives 
of  that  country,  the  former  of  whom  died  there  about  1872  and  the  latter  about 
1877.  In  the  Olson  family  there  have  been  nine  children,  of  whom  but  two 
are  now  living.  Mabel  was  born  Dec.  4,  1892,  and  now  lives  in  Minneapolis. 
Albert  was  born  Sept.  9,  1902,  and  lives  at  home.  Runo  was  born  Nov.  15, 
1889,  and  died  in  September,  1890.  Nannie  was  born  July  31,  1891,  and 

died  Nov.  11,  1907.  Teoline  was  born  Jan.  17,  1894,  and  died  Sept.  5, 

1912.  Algot  was  born  Nov.  3,  1896,  and  died  June  5,  1916.  Reuben  was  born 
April  15,  1898  and  died  Aug.  21,  1898.  Alida  Josephine  was  born  Jan.  24, 

1904,  and  died  Feb.  15,  1908.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Free  Mission 

Church. 

Spencer  Driver,  a  representative  citizen  of  Rice  Lake,  who  has  developed 
an  excellent  farm  of  65y2  acres  within  the  city  limits,  and  also  owns  another 
good  place  of  102  acres  just  over  the  city  line,  was  born  in  England,  May  13, 

1866,  son  of  John  and  Emma  (Bull)  Driver,  who  spent  the  span  of  their  years 
in  the  old  countix  the  father  being  a  trader  and  dealer.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  England,  and  was  for 
some  years  associated  with  his  father  as  a  trader.  In  1888  he  came  to  Canada. 
In  1893  he  came  to  the  States,  and  became  identified  with  the  lumber  business 
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in  Rice  Lake.  He  bought  his  present  farm,  then  containing  60  acres  of  wild 
land,  in  1899.  He  set  to  work  with  a  will,  brought  the  place  under  cultivation, 
and  built  a  nine-room,  modern  house,  with  such  conveniences  as  furnace,  bath 
and  running  water.  He  has  also  built  three  barns,  23  by  30  feet,  16  by  73 
feet,  and  32  by  86  feet,  and  also  a  complete  set  of  smaller  buildings  for  the 
housing  of  the  domestic  fowls  and  swine,  the  keeping  of  corn  and  other  farm 
produce,  and  the  sheltering  of  his  machinery  and  equipment.  The  place  is  well 
fenced,  and  well  supplied  with  suitable  tools,  implements  and  machinery.  Mr. 
Driver  carries  on  general  farming  and  makes  a  specialty  of  dairying,  keeping 
a  herd  of  good  Jersey  cattle,  both  full-blooded  and  grades,  with  a  full-blooded 
registered  sire  at  its  head.  In  1913  he  purchased  a  40-acre  tract  and  in  1916 
a  62-acre  tract,  making  102  acres,  just  across  the  city  line  in  Rice  Lake  Town¬ 
ship,  where  he  has  completed  a  nine-room,  modern  house,  and  which  is  man¬ 
aged  by  his  son,  Lee.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Driver  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias.  He  was  married  June  21,  1887,  in  England,  to  Lucy  Barker,  who 
was  born  in  that  country  Aug.  9,  1867,  and  to  them  have  been  born  eight  chil¬ 
dren:  Lee,  Edith,  Franklin,  Alice,  Spencer,  Jr.,  Ruth,  Roland  and  Viven 
Thomas.  Lee  was  born  July  11,  1888,  is  a  prosperous  farmer,  married  Min¬ 
nie  Nothaft,  and  has  two  daughters,  Minnie  and  Gladys.  Edith  was  born 
April  27,  1891,  and  married  A.  B.  Howie,  a  farmer.  She  lives  in  Rice  Lake, 
and  has  one  child,  Maxine.  Franklin  was  born  Feb.  7,  1899,  and  assists  his 
father  on  the  home  farm.  He  enlisted  June  15,  1917,  and  was  assigned  to 
Troop  A,  21st  Regiment,  U.  S.  Cavalry,  which  later  was  converted  into  Light 
Field  Artillery.  He  trained  at  Camp  Fort  Riley,  Kansas,  Camp  Logan  in 
Texas,  and  Camp  McClellan,  Alabama.  Aug.  29,  1918,  he  sailed  for  Europe. 
He  was  transferred  to  the  Veterinary  Corps  for  a  while,  and  was  later  assigned 
to  the  Government  School  at  Alleray,  where  he  studied  farming  for  three 
months.  He  reached  the  States  again,  July  13,  1919,  and  was  discharged  at 
Camp  Grant,  July  12,  1919.  Alice  was  born  Oct.  18,  1902;  Spencer,  Jr.,  Nov. 
17,  1905;  and  Ruth,  Nov.  25,  1911.  The  are  all  at  home.  Roland  and  Viven 
Thomas  are  dead.  Mr.  Driver  and  his  family  are  members  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church,  and  Mr.  Driver  is  a  vestryman  of  the  local  parish. 

T.  -E.  Oftedahl,  Rice  Lake,  of  the  firm  of  Oftedahl  &  Nelson,  real  estate 
agents,  was  born  in  Vernon  County,  Wis.,  April  6,  1872,  and  was  reared  to 
farm  work,  receiving  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools.  For  some  years 
he  specialized  in  tobacco  raising,  in  Vernon  and  Dane  counties.  In  1907  he 
took  up  the  real  estate  business  with  offices  at  Stoughton,  Wis.  He  came  to 
Rice  Lake  in  1916  and  continued  in  the  same  line.  N.  A.  Nelson  became  a 
partner  in  1920.  The  firm  has  its  offices  in  the  Jacobson  Block,  and  has  met 
with  success,  dealing  in  general  real  estate,  arranging  exchanges  and  loans, 
and  specializing  in  farm  lands.  The  confidence  in  which  the  two  partners  are 
held  within  the  county  inspires  confidence  in  the  minds  of  outsiders  with  whom 
they  have  dealings.  Mr.  Oftedahl  was  married  March  26,  1902,  to  Amelia 
Skaar,  who  was  born  Dec.  17,  1876,  at  Stoughton,  Wis.  The  union  was  blessed 
with  seven  children:  Earl  I.,  Edna,  Anita,  Lulu,  Theo.  V.,  Irene  and  Florence, 
who  were  born  as  follows:  Earl  I.,  Jan.  1,  1905;  Edna,  Aug.  7,  1906;  Anita, 
Oct.  15,  1908;  Lulu,  Jan.  18,  1910;  Theo.  V.,  July  9,  1912;  Irene,  Jan.  13,  1913; 
and  Florence,  June  3,  1915.  They  reside  in  a  pleasant  home  at  19  West  Stout 
Street.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Nelson  Brothers  Company,  manufacturers  of  and  dealers  in  monuments 
and  building  stone.  Rice  Lake,  was  founded  as  the  Nelson  Brothers  in  1906 
by  C.  D.  and  William  O.  Nelson.  In  1916,  De  Wayne  Nelson,  son  of  C.  D. 
Nelson,  was  admitted  to  the  firm  and  the  name  changed  to  the  Nelson  Brothers 
Co.  C.  D.  Nelson  is  the  business  head  of  the  firm,  William  O.  Nelson  is  the 
expert  stone  dresser,  and  De  Wayne  Nelson  is  the  office  man  and  sales  man¬ 
ager.  The  concern  handles  monuments,  ornamental  stone,  and  building  stone, 
and  has  a  wide  market,  being  one  of  the  largest  concerns  of  its  kind  in  north¬ 
ern  Wisconsin.  Three  expert  cutters  and  two  proficient  setters  are  employed 
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in  the  shop,  and  ten  salesmen  are  on  the  road.  Granite  and  marble  are  han¬ 
dled  from  Vermont,  Indiana,  Georgia,  Minnesota  and  Wisconsin.  The  factory 
is  equipped  with  all  the  latest  machinery  and  tools  for  speed,  efficiency  and 
safety,  and  the  firm  does  business  far  beyond  the  borders  of  the  state.  Its 
present  enviable  reputation  is  based  upon  its  many  years  of  fair  dealing  and 
honest  prices. 

William  A.  Nelson,  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  from  whom  the  William 
A.  Nelson  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Forestville,  Door  County,  Wis.,  is  named,  was 
born  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  as  a  young  man  came  to  Wisconsin,  where  for  many 
years,  in  various  places,  he  engaged  in  lumbering  and  stock  shipping.  In  1861, 
he  enlisted  in  Co.  E,  14th  Wis.  Vol.  Inf.,  and  after  serving  with  valor  with  this 
company,  was  given  command  of  a  company  of  colored  troops  in  the  6th 
Louisiana  Infantry,  with  the  rank  of  captain.  He  was  married  in  Wisconsin  to 
Elizabeth  McDonald,  a  native  of  this  state,  and  this  union  has  been  blessed 
with  three  children:  Laura  Mae,  Charles  D.,  and  William  0.  Laura  Mae  mar¬ 
ried  Prof.  F.  B.  Virden,  a  well-known  commercial  educator,  now  deceased, 
and  was  associated  with  him  in  his  work.  At  one  time,  they  had  four  colleges, 
with  over  7,000  pupils  enrolled.  She  is  now  president  of  the  Chicago  Business 
College,  and  gives  much  of  her  time  to  its  actual  supervision.  She  has  two 
sons,  Frederick  and  Harold.  C.  D.  and  William  0.  are  members  of  the  firm 
of  Nelson  Brothers  Company,  dealers  and  workers  in  monumental,  ornamental 
and  building  stone,  at  Rice  Lake. 

Charles  D.  Nelson,  of  the  firm  of  Nelson  Brothers  Company,  dealers  and 
workers  in  monumental,  ornamental  and  building  stone,  at  Rice  Lake,  was 
born  in  Algoma,  Wis.,  Sept.  23,  1872,  son  of  William  A.  and  Elizabeth  (Mc¬ 
Donald)  Nelson.  He  received  his  early  education  in  the  graded  and  high 
schools  of  his  native  place,  and  supplemented  this  with  a  course  in  the  Chi¬ 
cago  Business  College.  With  this  preparation  he  went  to  Madison,  Wis.,  where 
he  held  subordinate  positions  until  1907,  first  as  proofreader  of  senate  docu¬ 
ments  in  1896,  and  then  in  various  clerical  capacities  in  different  departments 
until  1901,  when  he  became  deputy  chief  game  warden.  In  1906,  while  he  was 
still  in  Madison,  he  and  his  brother,  William  0.,  an  expert  stonecutter,  estab¬ 
lished  the  firm  of  Nelson  Brothers  Co.  and  William  0.  came  here  to  open  the 
business.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  located  here  permanently  in  1908,  since 
which  time  he  has  given  his  entire  time  to  the  business.  In  addition  to  his 
interests  in  this  concern,  he  is  vice-president  and  a  director  in  the  Citizens 
State  Bank  of  Rice  Lake,  and  secretary  of  the  Dairy  Land  Realty  Co.  of  Rice 
Lake.  In  public  affairs  he  has  done  good  service  as  a  member  of  the  county 
board  since  1912,  and  is  now  a  member  of  the  road  and  bridge  committee  of 
that  body.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Blue  Lodge,  Chapter,  Council  and  Eastern 
Star  of  the  Masonic  Order,  and  of  the  Odd  Fellows  and  United  Commercial 
Travelers.  Mr.  Nelson  was  married  June  12,  1894,  to  Elsie  Acker,  of  Algoma, 
Wis.,  who  was  born  April  25,  1872,  and  died  Feb.  1,  1908,  leaving  a  son,  De 
Wayne,  born  Oct.  31,  1895,  who  is  associated  with  his  father  and  uncle  in  busi¬ 
ness.  Mr.  Nelson  was  married  on  July  6,  1911,  to  Ida  Thompson,  and  they  have 
a  child,  Charles  D.,  Jr.,  born  Jan.  7,  1920.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the 
Episcopal  Church. 

William  O.  Nelson,  of  the  firm  of  Nelson  Brothers  Co.,  manufacturers  of 
and  dealers  in  monumental,  ornamental  and  building  stone,  at  Rice  Lake,  was 
born  in  Algoma,  Wis.,  June  21,  1871,  son  of  William  A.  and  Elizabeth  (Mc¬ 
Donald)  Nelson.  He  received  his  early  education  in  his  native  town,  and 
learned  the  stonecutters'  trade,  becoming  most  expert  in  this  line,  a  trade 
which  he  has  since  followed  for  thirty  years.  For  six  years  he  was  foreman  for 
Wolf  &  Hagner,  at  Appleton,  one  of  the  largest  establishments  of  its  kind  in 
the  state.  In  1906  he  joined  with  his  brother  in  the  establishment  of  the  pres¬ 
ent  firm,  and  took  up  his  home  here.  His  knowledge  of  stone  working,  and  his 
expertness  as  an  artisan,  have  been  vital  factors  in  the  great  success  which 
the  company  has  met.  Mr.  Nelson  is  a  Blue  Lodge,  Chapter  and  Council  Mason, 
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and  active  in  the  affairs  of  all  three.  Mr.  Nelson  was  married  Jan.  22,  1895. 
to  Alvina  Fenske,  born  Jan.  17,  1877.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nelson  have  five  children: 
Harold  C.,  Mae,  Elsie,  William  and  Earl  J.  Harold  C.  was  one  of  the  heroes 
who  gave  his  life  in  the  cause  of  freedom  in  the  World  War.  He  was  born 
Aug.  16,  1897,  passed  through  the  public  schools,  and  as  a  youth,  became  a 
stonecutter,  determined  to  follow,  in  his  father’s  footsteps.  At  the  outbreak 
of  the  hostilities  he  was  a  member  of  the  Wisconsin  National  Guard.  He  was 
inducted  into  service  with  that  unit,  and  was  assigned  to  the  121st  Machine 
Gun  Battalion  of  the  Thirty-second  Division.  He  made  a  most  gallant  record 
as  a  soldier  both  in  the  training  camps  and  at  the  front,  and  was  killed  in 
action  under  circumstances  of  unusual  valor  at  Juvigny,  France.  Mae  was 
born  April  28,  1900,  and  is  the  wife  of  Theo.  Case,  of  Rice  Lake,  a  stonecutter 
for  Nelson  Brothers  Co.  Elsie  was  born  Oct.  14,  1902,  and  is  wife  of  William 
Gardner,  a  bridge  builder  of  Rice  Lake.  William,  born  April  30,  1908,  and 
Earl  J.,  born  July  14,  1911,  are  living  at  home. 

De  Wayne  Nelson,  member  of  the  firm  of  Nelson  Brothers  Co.,  dealers  in 
and  manufacturers  of  monumental,  ornamental  and  building  stone,  was  born 
in  Algoma,  Wis.,  Oct.  31,  1895,  only  son  of  C.  D.  and  Elsie  (Acker)  Nelson. 
He  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Madison  and 
Rice  Lake,  and  then  entered  the  Chicago  Business  College,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  with  the  class  of  1914.  He  then  became  office  manager  and  sales¬ 
man  for  his  father  and  uncle,  then  constituting  the  firm  of  Nelson  Brothers. 
In  1916  he,  with  his  father  and  uncle,  William  O.  Nelson,  reorganized  the  con¬ 
cern  as  the  Nelson  Brothers  Company,  and  he  became  the  sales  and  office  man¬ 
ager,  a  position  he  still  retains,  spending  a  part  of  his  time  in  the  office  and  a 
part  on  the  road.  Mr.  Nelson  is  a  prominent  fraternity  man,  and  belongs  to 
numerous  orders.  He  is  a  32nd  Degree  Mason,  and  in  that  order  is  a  member 
of  Rice  Lake  Lodge,  No.  234,  A.  F.  and  A.  M.;  Pokegama  Chapter,  No.  67. 
R.  A.  M.;  recorder  in  Rice  Lake  Council,  No.  27,  R.  and  S.  M.;  member  of  Michi¬ 
gan  Sovereign  Consistory,  at  Detroit,  Mich.;  and  member  of  Tripoli  Temple, 
A.  A.  O.  N.  M.  S.,  Milwaukee,  Wis.  He  was  the  first  Post  Commander  of  the 
Edgar  Eubanks  Post,  No.  87,  American  Legion,  Rice  Lake,  acting  in  that 
capacity  for  16  months,  and  is  now  Senior  Councillor  of  Rice  Lake  Council, 
No.  322,  U.  C.  T.  Mr.  Nelson  is  fond  of  out-door  life,  especially  hunting.  He 
has  been  deer  hunting  in  the  north  woods  for  the  past  thirteen  years,  with  the 
exception  of  the  time  he  was  in  the  Army,  and  1920  is  the  only  year  in  which 
he  has  failed  to  get  one.  Mr.  Nelson  has  long  been  interested  in  military 
affairs.  When  he  was  but  fifteen  he  enlisted  in  Co.  A,  10th  Separate  Battalion, 
W.  N.  G.  In  May,  1917,  he  entered  the  First  Officers’  Training  School  at  Ft. 
Sheridan,  Ill.,  and  was  graduated  therefrom  with  the  rank  of  second  lieutenant. 
He  trained  at  Camp  Custer  with  the  337th  Inf.  In  July,  1918,  he  went  over¬ 
seas  with  that  unit,  and  was  transferred  to  the  101st  Infantry  of  the  26th  Divi¬ 
sion.  Later  he  was  transferred  to  the  101st  Ammunition  Train,  was  pro¬ 
moted  to  first  lieutenant,  and  placed  in  charge  of  a  company.  He  was  in  due 
time  returned  to  the  States,  and  was  discharged  at  Camp  Devins,  Mass.,  April 
24,  1919.  Shortly  after  his  discharge  he  received  a  commission,  which  he  still 
holds,  as  Captain  of  Infantry  in  the  United  States  Reserves.  Mr.  Nelson  was 
married  Oct.  31,  1917,  to  Margaret  Hazel  Barbee,  of  Chicago,  who  was  born 
Sept.  29,  1892.  They  have  two  children,  De  Wayne,  Jr.,  born  April  2,  1919;  and 
Jane  Barbee,  born  Sept.  21,  1920. 

Edmund  (Ted)  Milligan  Knudson,  opera  and  concert  singer,  was  born  in 
Eau  Claire,  Wis.,  June  16,  1891.  At  an  early  age  his  family  removed  to  Rice 
Lake,  where  he  attended  the  public  schools  and  was  graduated  from  the  High 
School,  the  class  of  1910.  In  his  early  life  he  gave  promise  of  a  wonderful 
voice  and  his  promising  development  prompted  him  to  go  to  Minneapolis,  after 
finishing  school,  to  have  his  voice  trained.  In  Minneapolis  he  secured  a 
position  as  chorister  in  St.  Paul’s  church.  The  rapid  development  of  his  voice 
was  soon  noted  by  critics  and  music  lovers  and  under  the  coaching  of  Mme. 
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Geneva  Bishop- Johnstone  he  soon  rose  to  the  highest  ranks  of  singers  in  the 
Northwest.  Recognizing  the  exceptional  quality  of  his  voice,  a  group  of  his 
friends  made  possible  a  course  of  European  study-  and  he  went  abroad  in  the 
fall  of  1913.  Here  he  studied  under  Emmerich,  a  master  of  international  fame, 
who  recognized  Knudson’s  voice  as  the  greatest  of  all  barytones.  Knudson 
studied  under  Emmerich  for  two  years  and  in  that  time  had  mastered  all  the 
foreign  languages  necessary  in  operatic  singing,  had  understudied  the  fore¬ 
most  of  barytone  opera  singers  in  Germany,  at  a  time  when  opera  had  attained 
its  zenith  in  that  country,  and  when  the  greatest  singers  of  the  world  were 
attracted  to  Berlin.  His  voice  was  jealously  guarded  by  Emmerich  until  the 
winter  of  1915  and  at  that  time  he  made  his  formal  debut  in  opera  at  Halle.  He 
sang  with  great  success  throughout  that  season  and  spent  the  summer  at 
Geneva,  Switzerland,  teaching  and  coaching.  In  the  fall  of  1916  he  sang  lead¬ 
ing  roles  in  Opera  at  Barman  Westphalia,  and  his  matured  voice  won  such  high 
recognition  that  he  had  signed  a  five-year  contract  to  sing  leading  roles  in  the 
Royal  Opera,  when  the  break  came  between  America  and  Germany.  His 
charitable  acts  toward  the  Belgian  refugees  had  aroused  the  enmity  of  the 
military  authorities,  and  his  great  success  antagonism  among  German  bary¬ 
tones,  and  he  was  subjected  to  considerable  indignities  at  the  time  of  the 
declaration  of  war  against  Germany.  During  a  bread  riot  one  evening, 
when  the  people  were  protesting  against  the  terrible  food  conditions,  he 
became  emmeshed  in  the  mob  and  when  the  troops  charged  the  crowd  he  was 
seized  with  several  of  the  ring  leaders  and  imprisoned.  He  was  held  without 
■any  trial  nor  a  chance  to  communicate  with  his  friends,  without  proper  food  or 
covering  and  in  quarters  so  unsanitary  that  he  contracted  pneumonia  which 
developed  into  tuberculosis.  After  several  weeks'  incarceration  he  was  re¬ 
leased  and  as  he  appeared  to  be  dying  was  given  permission  to  leave  Germany. 
He  went  to  Switzerland  and  gained  enough  strength  to  return  to  America. 
After  several  months’  treatment  at  “The  Pines”  sanatorium  at  Stevens  Point, 
Wis.,  he  recuperated  and  gained  some  semblance  of  his  former  self.  En¬ 
couraged  by  his  physician’s  belief  that  he  would  live  for  many  years,  Knudson 
set  about  to  regain  his  health  and  by  fall  had  recovered  his  vigor  to  such 
extent  that  he  was  able  to  sing  again.  To  the  time  of  the  close  of  the  war  he 
accomplished  much  good  for  the  Red  Cross  by  his  efforts  in  benefit  concerts. 
After  the  signing  of  the  Armistice  he  sang  with  the  old-time  power  and  was 
teaching  music  with  great  success  in  Minneapolis.  Then  an  attack  of  in¬ 
fluenza  laid  him  low  and  destroyed  practically  all  the  gain  he  had  made  in 
more  than  a  year.  During  the  year  and  a  half  following  he  made  a  hard  fight 
for  life,  but  gradually  lost  and  passed  from  earthly  life  on  the  5th  of  July, 
1920,  mourned  by  a  host  of  friends  and  music  lovers  who  loved  him  not  alone 
for  his  beautiful  voice  but  for  the  wonderful  personality  and  sympathetic 
nature  he  maintained  to  the  end. 

Joseph  C.  Bergeron,  of  the  Wisconsin  Casualty  Association  of  Green  Bay, 
superintendent  of  agencies  in  Wisconsin,  Michigan,  Indiana  and  Pennsylvania, 
is  one  of  the  well  known  and  representative  citizens  of  Rice  Lake,  where  he  has 
lived  for  the  greater  part  of  his  life.  He  is  a  good  insurance  man,  he  knows 
how  to  deal  with  the  public  and  he  is  well  qualified  to  handle  men.  The 
fidelity  with  which  he  works,  the  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  by  the  public,  and 
the  confidence  with  which  he  is  regarded  by  the  directors  and  stockholders  of 
his  company,  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  he  has  served  in  his  present  position  as 
superintendent  longer  than  any  other  man  who  has  occupied  the  place.  He 
was  born  in  Sherbrook,  province  of  Quebec,  Canada,  Sept.  19,  1878,.  son  of 
Francis  and  Mary  (Paradis)  Bergeron,  who  in  1884  came  to  Rice  Lake,  where 
the  father  has  since  continued  to  be  one  of  the  leading  business  men  and 
merchants  of  the  city,  now  conducting  a  good  store  at  the  flourishing  part  of 
the  city  known  as  Oak  Park  Comers.  Joseph  C.  was  reared  in  Rice  Lake,  and 
received  an  excellent  education  in  the  public  schools.  Then  to  secure  practical 
experience  in  life  he  worked  six  years  as  a  shingle  weaver  in  the  mill  of  the 
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Rice  Lake  Lumber  Co.  The  next  five  years  were  spent  as  a  clerk  in  his  father’s 
store.  Then  he  learned  the  barber  trade,  which  he  followd  from  1898  to  1907 
being  at  one  time  the  proprietor  of  the  sanitary  and  prosperous  shop  under  the 
First  National  Bank.  In  1907  he  sold  out,  and  engaged  in  the  general 
insurance  business,  representing  various  companies,  and  writing  policies  for 
life,  accident,  health,  fire,  hail,  tornado  and  other  risks.  Already  a  popular 
man  in  the  city  when  he  took  up  this  line  of  business,  his  success  was  assured 
from  the  start.  He  has  a  constantly  increasing  list  of  policy-holders,  and  is 
known  for  his  fair  dealing,  his  sound  advice  and  his  good  judgment.  His  work 
and  ability,  his  knowledge  of  the  insurance  business,  and  his  thoroughness  and 
reliability,  attracted  the  attention  of  the  officials  of  various  companies,  and  in 
time  this  resulted  in  his  present  appointment.  He  maintains  his  office  in  Rice 
Lake,  and  still  looks  after  his  business  here,  but  spends  the  greater  part  of  his 
time  traveling,  and  supervising  and  establishing  agencies  in  four  states.  He 
has  a  pleasant  home  on  709  North  Main  street,  on  the  shores  of  Rice  Lake,  with 
a  gently  sloping  bank  from  the  home  to  the  water.  Fraternally  he  has  been  a 
genial  companion  to  his  fellow  men,  and  is  an  active  member  of  Rice  Lake 
Lodge,  No.  234,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  Rice  Lake  Camp,  No.  1258,  M.  W.  A.,  and  Rice 
Lake  Council,  No.  322,  U.  C.  T.  For  nine  years  he  did  good  work  as  secretary 
of  the  M.  W.  A.  until  his  enforced  absences  caused  him  to  resign  the  position. 
He  is  fond  of  out-of-door  life,  and  devotes  his  spare  time  to  hunting  and 
fishing.  Mr.  Bergeron  was  married  Nov.  6,  1902,  to  Daisy  Knudson,  who  was 
born  at  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Dec.  25,  1879,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Knud  and  Jennie 
(Manson)  Knudson,  the  former  of  whom,  a  staunch  and  beloved  Presbyterian 
clergyman,  died  June  10,  1906,  and  the  latter  of  whom  now  makes  her  home 
with  the  Bergeron  family,  where  she  is  spending  the  afternoon  of  life  amid 
the  pleasant  surroundings  of  love  and  contentment.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bergeron 
have  two  bright  children:  Francis  Edmond,  born  March  17,  1907,  and  Dryden 
Joseph,  born  July  12,  1911,  both  of  whom  are  doing  well  with  their  studies  in 
the  public  school.  Mrs.  Bergeron  is  an  influential  factor  in  Rice  Lake  social 
and  intellectual  life.  She  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Eau  Claire 
and  Rice  Lake,  and  in  the  famous  Ferry  Hall  Seminary,  at  Lake  Forest,  Ill. 
Thus  prepared  she  was  a  popular  teacher  for  five  years  in  Osseo,  Oconto  and 
Rice  Lake.  While  at  the  Seminary  she  had  specialized  in  vocal  music,  and  her 
accomplishments  in  this  line  were  highly  valued  in  the  communities  whose 
youngsters  she  had  in  charge.  She  is  now  active  in  the  Fortnightly  Club  in 
which  she  is  vice  president,  in  the  Eastern  Star  and  in  the  Royal  Neighbors. 
The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 

Mrs.  Charles  Miller,  the  efficient  superintendent  of  the  Day  Oral  School 
for  the  Deaf,  Rice  Lake,  was  born  in  Calumet  County,  Wis.,  as  Lowena  A. 
Dignin,  daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Weigand)  Dignin,  natives  re¬ 
spectively  of  New  York  and  Connecticut.  The  father  came  to  Wisconsin  in 
1847,  the  mother  in  1848,  both  locating  in  Calumet  County.  At  the  time  the 
Civil  War  broke  out  Mr.  Dignin  volunteered  his  services  and  enlisted  in  Co. 
G,  19th  Wisconsin  Infantry,  serving  three  years  and  nine  months.  He  was 
wounded  in  the  battle  of  Fair  Oaks,  receiving  a  gun  shot  wound  in  the  arm, 
which  disabled  him  to  a  certain  extent  for  extensive  manual  labor.  He 
married  in  1864,  living  on  a  farm  until  about  ten  years  before  his  death,  when 
he  retired,  moving  to  Fond  du  Lac,  where  he  died  May  4,  1918,  Mrs.  Dignin's 
death  occurring  Feb.  25,  1918.  The  daughter  received  her  preliminary  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  district  schools  of  her  native  county,  and  in  1904  was  graduated 
from  the  Oshkosh  Normal  School  at  Oshkosh,  Wis.  With  this  preparation  she 
taught  school  in  1905  at  Stockbridge,  Wis.,  and  in  1906-07  at  Sheboygan,  Wis. 
Her  teaching  experience  caused  her  to  determine  to  devote  her  life  to  the 
instruction  of  the  afflicted.  Accordingly  in  1907  and  1908  she  attended  the 
Training  School  for  Instructors  of  the  Deaf  at  Milwaukee.  In  1909  she  taught 
in  the  Day  Oral  School  for  the  Deaf  at  Ironwood,  Mich.,  and  in  1910  and  1911 
in  the  School  for  the  Deaf  at  Superior,  Wis.  She  was  married  June  19,  1911,  to 
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Charles  Miller,  and  this  union  was  blessed  with  one  daughter,  Maxine,  born 
April  10,  1912,  in  Anthon,  Iowa.  Since  1914  Mrs.  Miller  has  occupied  her 
present  position.  She  is  beloved  by  her  pupils  and  well  liked  in  the  town,  and 
has  an  excellent  standing  in  her  chosen  profession. 

P.  D.  Jacobson,  president  of  the  Jacobson  Mercantile  Co.,  Rice  Lake,  has 
been  one  of  the  real  commercial  builders  of  the  county,  and  has  been  an  active 
leader  in  business  affairs  in  Cumberland  and  Rice  Lake.  He  was  born  in 
Norway,  Jan.  13,  1850,  son  of  Jacob  and  Petra  (Peterson)  Jacobson,  who  spent 
the  span  of  their  years  in  that  country.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  a 
good  preliminary  education  in  his  native  land,  and  came  to  America  in  1879. 
From  Red  Wing,  Minn.,  he  went  to  Baldwin,  St.  Croix  County,  this  state.  It 
was  on  March  28,  1882,  that  he  reached  Barron  county,  and  located  in  Cumber¬ 
land.  For  three  years  he  was  employed  by  the  Beaver  Lake  Lumber  Company, 
and  then  rented  the  Winsor  Hotel,  which  he  conducted  two  years.  In  1886  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  C.  F.  Dahl,  and  engaged  in  the  furniture  business  at 
Washburn,  but  after  a  year  sold  out  to  his  partner  and  returned  to  Cumber¬ 
land,  erected  a  store,  and  engaged  in  the  furniture  business  and  funeral 
directing.  In  1913,  with  his  son,  John  J.,  he  purchased  the  Benson  Brothers 
mercantile  establishment  at  Rice  Lake,  and  established  the  Jacobson  Mercan¬ 
tile  Company  which  is  now  one  of  the  leading  establishments  in  the  place.  In 
1918  the  concern  was  incorporated  with  P.  D.  Jacobson  as  president,  Carl 
Jacobson  as  secretary  and  treasurer,  John  J.  Jacobson  as  manager,  and  Hans 
Jacobson  as  one  of  the  directors,  the  three  young  men  having  active  charge  of 
the  business.  In  addition  to  the  business  at  Cumberland  already  mentioned, 
Mr.  Jacobson  had  a  drug  department  at  Cumberland  for  twelve  years,  having 
a  licensed  pharmacist  in  charge  of  that  branch  of  his  concern.  While  in  that 
place  he  also  took  an  active  part  in  public  affairs,  serving  as  village  trustee 
and  treasurer,  and  as  town  supervisor.  His  financial  holdings  include  stock  in 
the  Island  City  State  Bank  at  Cumberland.  He  has  large  tracts  of  wild  land  in 
Washburn  and  Douglas  counties,  in  this  state,  and  until  recently  was  the 
owner  of  a  fine  farm  in  Cumberland  Township,  this  county,  originally  pre¬ 
empted  by  the  pioneer,  John  Gunderson.  Mr.  Jacobson  was  married,  March  18, 
1881,  to  Marie  Stene,  who  died  Nov.  8,  1893,  leaving  four  children:  John  J., 
born  Feb.  1,  1884;  Carl,  born  July  25,  1886;  Hans,  born  Oct  14,  1890,  and 
filling,  who  was  born  Jan.  8,  1883,  and  died  Feb.  4,  1894.  Mr.  Jacobson  was 
married  in  1895  to  Martha  Walstrom,  and  this  union  has  been  blessed  with 
seven  children:  Mary,  born  April  22,  1896,  now  wife  of  Laren  Peterson;  Elling, 
born  May  17,  1901,  now  traveling  with  the  Hoppe  Concert  Co.;  Helen,  born 
Aug.  14,  1903,  now  taking  a  commercial  course  in  Minneapolis;  Pearl,  born 
Aug.  18,  1905;  Eleanore,  born  June  29,  1906;  Clarence,  born  Feb.  17,  1908,  and 
Lloyd,  born  Dec.  27,  1910.  The  family  residence  is  at  136  West  Douglas  street. 
Mr.  Jacobson  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Modern  Woodman. 
He  affiliates  with  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  church. 

John  J.  Jacobson,  manager  of  the  Jacobson  Mercantile  Co.,  Rice  Lake,  was 
born  in  Cumberland,  this  county,  Feb.  1,  1884,  the  son  of  P.  D.  and  Marie 
(Stene)  Jacobson,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work.  He  passed 
through  the  graded  schools  of  his  native  place  and  completed  his  studies  at  the 
High  School.  Then  he  clerked  there  for  a  while.  For  five  years  he  was 
traveling  salesman  for  Finch,  Van  Slyck  &  McConville,  wholesale  dry  goods 
of  St.  Paul,  and  for  five  years  was  employed  in  a  similar  capacity  with  Tibbs  & 
Hutchins,  wholesale  dry  goods  of  St.  Paul.  Then  in  1913  he  came  to  Rice  Lake, 
and  with  his  father  purchased  the  Benson  Brothers’  mercantile  establishment, 
and  founded  the  firm  of  the  Jacobson  Mercantile  Co.  The  concern  was  in¬ 
corporated  in  1908,  with  P.  D.  Jacobson  as  president,  Carl  Jacobson  as  secre¬ 
tary  and  treasurer,  John  J.  Jacobson  as  manager,  and  Hans  Jacobson  as  one 
of  the  directors.  The  three  young  men  are  actively  engaged  in  the  business. 
The  company  occupies  a  modern,  two  story  brick  building,  56  by  110  feet,  with 
full  basement,  at  the  corner  of  West  Newton  and  North  Main  streets.  The 
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place  is  well  equipped  and  uses  the  Air  Line  Cash  System.  The  concern 
carries  a  full  line  of  the  goods  usually  found  in  such  a  store,  with  special 
attention  paid  to  general  dry  goods,  women's  ready-to-wear  goods,  men’s 
furnishings,  crockery,  notions,  toys  and  holiday  goods.  John  J.  Jacobson  is 
doing  good  work  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  education  and  he  is  also  a 
director  in  the  Lakeside  Methodist  Episcopal  Hospital.  He  is  Worshipful 
Master  of  Rice  Lake  Lodge,  No.  234,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  an  active  member  of 
the  Commercial  Club.  He  is  a  good  business  man,  he  is  well  liked  throughout 
the  community,  and  his  personality,  experience,  and  ability  are  important 
factors  in  the  success  with  which  the  company  has  met.  Mr.  Jacobson  was 
married  Sept.  1,  1914,  to  Helma  Dahl  of  Rice  Lake,  born  Aug.  19,  1882,  and 
they  have  two  children:  John  Porter,  born  July  30,  1915,  and  Neil  Charles, 
born  June  15,  1919.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran 
Church. 

Edward  K.  Brayton,  first  captain  of  Co.  A,  3rd  Regiment,  W.  N.  G.,  was  for 
many  years  actively  identified  with  the  business  and  social  life  of  Rice  Lake. 
A  descendant  of  Revolutionary  and  Colonial  stock,  and  connected  with  many 
families  still  prominent  in  the  eastern  states,  he  was  a  man  courteous  and 
refined  in  manner,  genial  yet  dignified  in  bearing,  and  of  unusual  staunch 
character  and  high  ideals.  He  was  above  all  a  family  man,  and  took  the 
greatest  delight  in  his  home.  He  was  also  fond  of  the  out  of  doors,  and  often 
declared  that  he  found  much  of  his  best  inspiration  while  hunting  and  fishing 
amid  wild  surroundings  of  river  and  forest.  He  was  born  in  Dansville,  New 
York,  Jan.  20,  1850,  and  was  taken  by  his  parents  to  Hudson,  this  state,  when 
he  was  but  eight  years  of  age.  As  a  youth  he  followed  the  Mississippi  as  a 
pilot,  and  in  this  capacity  had  the  opportunity  of  seeing  much  of  the 
Mississippi  Valley  from  the  head  of  navigation  to  its  mouth.  Later  he  learned 
the  harness-making  trade  at  Eau  Claire,  and  with  this  preparation  engaged  in 
business  at  Rusk,  Wis.  In  1881  he  went  to  Menomonie,  Wis.,  where  he  engaged 
in  a  similar  business.  It  was  there  that  he  first  became  interested  in  the 
National  Guard,  as  a  member  of  Co.  H,  3rd  Wisconsin.  He  there  became  a 
prominent  citizen,  took  a  part  in  public  affairs,  and  served  on  the  city  council. 
Late  in  1888  he  moved  his  family  to  Rice  Lake,  opened  a  harness  shop,  and 
here  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  Here  he  likewise  took  an  active  part  in 
public  affairs.  For  a  time  he  was  president  of  the  council.  At  the  organization 
of  Co.  A,  July  27,  1898,  he  became  its  captain,  and  so  served  until  Dec.  21,  1900. 
He  superintended  the  platting  of  Orchard  Beach  Cemetery.  In  many  other 
ways  he  also  showed  his  spirit  as  a  good  citizen.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Modern  Woodmen  and  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  died  Jan.  26,  1907.  Mr. 
Brayton  was  married  Dec.  25,  1877,  to  Kate  M.  Schaaf,  daughter  of  Peter  and 
Elizabeth  (Miller)  Schaaf.  This  union  was  blessed  with  three  children: 
Elizabeth,  Edna  and  Catherine.  Elizabeth  was  born  Dec.  19,  1881,  and  is  now 
Mrs.  Theo  C.  Surdson  of  Rice  Lake.  Edna  was  born  Aug.  29,  1884,  and  is  the 
widow  of  James  Gass.  She  lives  with  her  mother.  Catherine  was  born  Nov. 
16,  1887,  and  is  the  wife  of  Lynn  Prentice  of  Park  Falls,  Wis.  In  1906,  Mrs. 
Brayton  opened  a  boarding  house  which  she  is  still  conducting. 

Ole  Johnson,  retired  farmer,  living  in  a  pleasant  home  at  26  Reuter  avenue, 
Rice  Lake,  was  born  in  Norway,  Dec.  10,  1846,  son  of  John  Erickson  and  his 
wife,  Marie  Arnson,  natives  of  that  country.  The  father  died  there,  and  the 
mother  married  Peter  Erickson  Rogstad.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rogstad  came  to  this 
country  in  1882,  and  spent  their  declining  years  with  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
on  a  farm  in  Rice  Lake  Township,  this  county,  Mr.  Rogstad  dying  in  1893  and 
she  in  1892.  Ole  Johnson  was  educated  in  Norway,  and  worked  on  a  railroad 
for  a  while.  He  came  to  America  in  1874,  and  located  at  Menomonie,  in  this 
state,  where  he  worked  in  a  mill.  In  the  fall  of  1875  he  came  to  Rice  Lake,  and 
then  worked  in  the  woods  for  some  years.  In  1882  he  bought  a  farm  of  100 
acres  in  section  32,  township  35,  range  11,  Rice  Lake  Township,  built  a  home 
and  other  structures,  developed  the  farm,  and  there  carried  on  general 
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agricultural  operations  until  1916,  when  he  sold  out  and  purchased  40  acres  in 
the  same  township  which  he  rents.  At  the  same  time  he  retired  and  moved  to 
Rice  Lake,  where  he  erected  a  sightly  home.  While  in  the  township  he  was 
supervisor  for  a  long  period,  and  a  director  of  his  school  district  for  nearly 
twenty  years.  He  was  married  June  4,  1883,  to  Marion  Gihle,  born  in  Norway, 
Oct.  24,  1867,  daughter  of  Hans  Gihle,  a  blacksmith,  and  his  wife,  Antoinette 
Olson,  who  came  to  America  from  their  native  home  in  Norway  in  1869,  and 
located  in  Dane  county,  this  state,  later  moving  to  Vernon  county,  where  both 
died.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  are  the  parents  of  nine  children.  Mary  is  now 
Mrs.  John  Borgen,  of  Rice  Lake  Township.  Anna  is  the  wife  of  Ole  Moe,  of 
Rice  Lake,  and  they  have  three  children,  Orville,  Raymond  and  Merlan.  Olaf 
of  Rice  Lake,  married  Winnie  Johnson  and  has  two  children.  Marvel  and  Orvis. 
Clara,  who  lives  in  Rice  Lake,  married  Jo  Olson,  and  has  one  child,  Joyce.  Hans 
married  Bessie  Dahl,  and  lives  in  Stanley  township.  Julia  married  John 
Barta,  who  farms  the  old  home  place,  and  they  have  a  son,  Wesley.  Helmer 
lives  in  Rice  Lake.  Harry  died  Dec.  26,  1919.  Alma  graduated  from  the  High 
School  and  Teachers  Training  School  at  Rice  Lake  and  is  now  a  teacher.  The 
family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  church. 

John  T.  Cornwall,  D.  D.  S.,  popular  dental  practitioner  at  Rice  Lake  and  a 
captain  in  the  United  States  Expeditionary  Forces  during  some  of  the  fiercest 
fighting  of  the  World  War,  is  a  native  of  this  country,  born  at  Turtle  Lake, 
July  10,  1887,  son  of  John  A.  and  Lillie  E.  Cornwall.  He  was  graduated  from 
the  Cumberland  high  school  in  the  class  of  1907,  and  then  for  two  years  was 
time  keeper  for  the  D.  M.  &  R.  Ry.  at  Virginia,  Minn.  In  1908  he  matriculated 
in  the  classical  course  of  the  University  of  Minnesota,  and  in  1909  in  the 
Dental  College  of  the  Northwestern  University  at  Chicago,  receiving  his  dental 
degree  with  the  class  of  1912.  For  one  year  he  practiced  in  Chicago,  and  the 
following  two  years  at  Stevens  Point,  Wis.  Nov.  13,  1915,  he  opened  an  office 
at  Rice  Lake.  His  success  was  assured  from  the  start,  and  he  soon  became  well 
known  as  a  thorough,  skilled  and  efficient  craftsman.  His  pleasant  offices  are 
located  at  22  Main  street,  and  his  equipment  in  the  way  of  modern  appliances 
is  the  best.  His  standing  among  his  professional  brethren  is  shown  by  his 
membership  in  the  Eau  Claire-Dunn  County  Dental  Society,  the  Wisconsin 
State  Dental  Society,  and  the  National  Dental  Association.  Fraternally  he  is 
a  popular  member  of  the  Masonic  and  Odd  Fellow  orders.  While  at  college  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Xi  Psi  Phi  Fraternity.  During  his  college  days  he  also 
belonged  to  various  athletic  organizations,  and  took  his  part  as  a  red-blooded 
youth  in  football  and  baseball.  He  is  still  an  enthusiastic  lover  of  out-door 
life,  takes  his  exercise  in  boxing  and  playing  tennis,  and  greatly  enjoys  hunting 
and  fishing.  He  is  a  veteran  of  the  World  War,  having  served  two  years  in 
Europe  and  four  months  in  the  United  States.  He  offered  his  services  to  the 
government.  May  13,  1917,  and  was  sent  to  the  Infantry  Officers’  Training 
School  at  Fort  Sheriden,  Ill.  On  Sept.  2,  1917,  he  was  commissioned  a  first 
lieutenant  in  the  dental  corps  and  assigned  to  duty  with  the  166th  Infantry, 
Forty-second  (Rainbow)  Division,  then  being  mobilized  for  overseas  duty  at 
Camp  Mills,  Long  Island,  N.  J.  He  landed  in  France  Oct.  1,  1917.  Feb.  20, 
1918,  his  Division  took  over  a  defense  sector,  where  they  remained  on  the  line 
for  110  days,  Lieutenant  Cornwall  being  in  charge  of  a  battalion  aid  station. 
On  July  1,  the  Division  was  placed  under  the  command  of  the  French,  and 
took  part  in  the  Champaigne-Mame  defensive.  During  a  temporary  retirement 
of  the  regiment,  Lieutenant  Cornwall  and  seventeen  men  were  left  with  about 
five-hundred  wounded  in  what  was  then  No  Man’s  Land  for  about  six  hours, 
until  the  Germans  were  driven  back.  The  eighteen  were  recommended  for  the 
Croix  de  Guerre  by  the  French.  After  this,  the  Division  participated  in  the 
Aisne-Marne  offensive,  taking  over  a  sector  near  Chateau  Thierry.  Then  it 
was  in  the  St.  Mihiel  drive.  Next  it  was  in  the  Meuse-Argonne  offensive  for 
nearly  two  months,  making  a  remarkable  advance  of  forty  kilometers  in  the  last 
nine  days  of  the  war,  and  being  within  sight  of  Sedan  when  the  Armistice  was 
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called.  Shortly  afterward.  Lieutenant  Cornwall  was  made  a  captain  and 
assigned  to  duty  as  attending  dental  surgeon  in  charge  of  the  Dental  Infirmary 
of  the  Third  Army  Headquarters,  Coblenz,  Germany,  where  he  remained  six 
months.  He  was  ordered  home,  July  1,  1919,  sailed  on  the  “Imperator”,  July 
4,  and  was  discharged  Sept.  4,  1919,  at  Camp  Grant,  Rockford,  Ill. 

John  M.  George,  former  business  man  of  La  Crosse,  this  state,  now  de¬ 
ceased,  was  born  in  that  city,  June  24,  1873,  the  son  of  John  and  Ida  (Platenus) 
George,  the  former  of  whom  has  been  a  La  Crosse  merchant  for  over  a  half  a 
century  and  is  still  dealing  in  leather  goods  and  tires  there.  John  M.  George 
was  educated  in  his  native  city,  and  learned  the  harness  business  from  his 
father.  Then  he  became  a  traveling  salesman  with  headquarters  at  La  Crosse, 
and  afterward  had  a  harness  shop  in  North  Dakota  for  a  while.  Upon  his  re¬ 
turn  to  La  Crosse,  he  was  traveling  salesman  for  the  La  Cross  Leather  Co.  for 
a  while,  and  then  engaged  in  the  tire  business,  which  he  followed  until  his 
lamented  death,  Oct.  3,  1919.  He  was  a  good  business  man,  a  charter  member 
of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  La  Cross,  thoroughly  versed  in  his  own  line, 
and  was  one  of  the  enterprising,  active  men  of  his  city.  He  was  well  liked  by 
all  who  knew  him,  and  was  especially  popular  in  the  Elks,  the  Eagles,  the 
Catholic  Knights  of  Wisconsin  and  the  Kiwanis  Club.  His  family  relations 
were  ideal,  and  his  loss  is  sincerely  mourned.  Mr.  George  was  married  Sept. 
22,  1899,  to  Clara  Roster,  born  Dec.  10,  1876,  in  Brownsville,  Houston  County, 
Minn.,  daughter  of  Mathias  and  Nancy  (Schaller)  Roster.  This  union  has 
been  blessed  with  five  children:  Inez  was  born  Oct.  27,  1904;  Florence  was 
born  Aug.  28,  1908;  Walter  was  born  May  17,  1911  and  died  May  15,  1912; 
Robert  J.  was  born  March  8,  1913;  and  Donald  E.  was  born  July  6,  1916.  After 
the  death  of  her  husband,  Mrs.  George  came  to  Rice  Lake,  in  February,  1920, 
and  purchased  the  millinery  shop  formerly  operated  by  Mrs.  "Dan”  McCrank. 
She  carries  a  full  line  of  ladies’  hats,  and  is  doing  a  good  business.  The 
family  faith-  is  that  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

Mathias  Roster,  veteran  of  the  Civil  and  Indian  Wars,  pioneer  postman, 
hotel  man  and  merchant,  and  for  many  years  mayor  of  Brownsville,  Minn., 
was  born  in  Luxembourg,  in  1842,  and  at  the  age  of  nine  years  was  brought  to 
America  by  his  parents,  who  settled  in  Freeberg,  Houston  County,  Minn.,  where 
he  was  educated  and  grew  to  young  manhood.  In  1861,  at  the  age  of  nineteen 
years,  he  enlisted  in  a  Minnesota  regiment,  and  saw  service  both  in  the  South, 
against  the  Confederates,  and  in  the  Northwest,  against  the  hostile  Sioux. 
After  completing  his  term  of  service,  he  returned  to  Houston  County,  and 
located  at  Brownsville,  to  which  place  his  parents  had  moved.  Brownsville  was 
then  one  of  the  most  flourishing  places  on  the  Upper  Mississippi.  No  rail¬ 
roads  had  been  built,  Brownsville  had  an  excellent  landing,  and  there  the 
pioneers  left  the  steamboats  when  on  their  way  to  take  homesteads  in  the  rich 
regions  of  southeastern  Minnesota  and  northeastern  Iowa.  Mr.  Roster  became 
the  post  driver,  delivering  mail  from  the  Brownsville  landing  to  various  ham¬ 
lets  in  southeastern  Minnesota.  Later,  for  many  years,  he  conducted  the 
Minnesota  House,  an  historic  hostelry  known  throughout  a  wide  area  in  Min¬ 
nesota,  Wisconsin  and  Iowa.  Mr.  Roster  was  a  man  of  strong  personality  and 
genial  disposition,  and  was  known  to  all  the  pioneer  leaders,  by  whom  he  was 
greatly  esteemed  and  respected.  He  was  a  real  force  among  his  fellowmen,  and 
held  various  positions  of  trust  and  honor.  Fraternally,  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Odd  Fellows  and  of  the  German  Aid  Society.  In  1895,  after  the  river 
traffic  had  declined,  he  opened  a  general  store  at  Brownsville,  which  he  con¬ 
ducted  until  his  death,  May  19,  1900.  He  was  married  in  Houston  County  to 
Nancy  Schaller,  who  was  born  in  Germany,  and  was  brought  to  America  by 
her  parents,  passing  the  first  anniversary  of  her  birth  on  shipboard.  She  still 
makes  her  home  in  Brownsville.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roster  had  six  children:  John, 
Mathias  (deceased),  Anna,  Mary,  Loula  and  Clara.  Clara  is  the  widow  of 
John  M.  George,  of  La  Crosse,  and  is  a  business  woman  of  Rice  Lake,  Wis. 
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Cyrus  S.  Koonce,  of  the  firm  of  Koonce  &  Koonce,  Rice  Lake,  better  known 
as  the  K.  &  K.  dry  cleaners,  was  born  at  Fairview,  Butler  County,  Penn.,  Feb. 
23,  1873,  and  there  received  a  good  education.  As  a  youth,  he  clerked  three 
years  in  a  grocery  store,  in  his  native  town.  Then  for  four  and  a  half  years 
he  was  identified  with  the  livery  business  at  Duke  Center,  Penn.  The  next 
three  years  were  spent  in  sawmill  work  at  Coudersport.  In  1903  he  came  West  to 
Osage,  Iowa,  where  he  learned  the  printing  trade,  remaining  with  the  Wool- 
verton  Printing  &  Publishing  Co.  for  eleven  years.  In  1914  he  started  to 
learn  the  dry  cleaning  trade  from  Eldridge,  the  Cleaner,  by  whom  he  was  em¬ 
ployed  for  three  years.  In  1917  he  came  to  Rice  Lake,  and  with  his  wife,  estab¬ 
lished  their  present  business.  He  is  well  liked  among  his  fellows,  and  is  a 
popular  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen,  the  Yeomen  and  the  Maccabees,  as 
well  as  of  the  Business  Men’s  Association  and  the  Commercial  Club.  Mr. 
Koonce  was  married  Feb.  5,  1906,  to  Lola  Hain,  who  was  born  in  Stillman  Val¬ 
ley.  Ogle  County,  Ill.,  Dec.  23,  1886,  received  a  good  education  in  the  public 
schools,  taught  for  a  while,  then  took  a  course  in  business  and  stenography 
at  the  Cedar  Valley  Seminary  at  Osage,  Iowa,  and  with  this  preparation  became 
a  stenographer  and  bookkeeper  until  her  marriage.  After  her  marriage  she 
took  a  course  in  ladies’  tailoring  and  dressmaking  at  the  American  College  at 
Kansas  City,  Mo.,  and  the  Queen  City  Dressmaking  and  Tailoring  School  at 
Waterloo,  Iowa.  In  both  of  these  schools  she  still  holds  diplomas.  For  eight 
years  she  devoted  her  time  to  making  women’s  wear,  but  now  confines  her  work 
to  the  K.  &  K.  establishment.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Koonce  have  a  pleasant  home  at 
214  West  Marshall  Street,  blessed  with  the  presence  of  two  fine  children: 
Eva  H.,  born  March  26,  1907,  and  Virgil  E.,  born  March  9,  1908.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Koonce  are  both  members  of  the  Security  Benefit  Association.  The  K. 
&.  K.  Cleaning  Works,  established  in  1917,  is  already  demonstrating  its  im¬ 
portance  as  one  of  the  stable  business  places  of  the  city.  The  business  has 
grown  from  the  very  beginning,  and  now  covers  not  only  the  city  of  Rice  Lake, 
but  also  for  quite  a  large  territory  in  the  vicinity.  The  concern  does  dry  clean¬ 
ing,  pressing  of  all  kinds,  repairing,  remodeling  and  overhauling,  and  handles 
an  agency  for  men’s  and  women’s  ready-to-wear  garments.  All  the  dry  clean¬ 
ing  for  the  whole  city  is  done  in  this  establishment,  as  the  tailors  of  the  city 
all  send  their  dry  cleaning  work  here.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Koonce  are  actively 
employed  in  all  branches  of  the  business,  and  their  hard  work,  efficiency  and 
honest  dealing,  have  won  for  them  a  deserved  success. 

Isaac  J.  Kvam  was  born  at  Sjolstad,  Namdalen,  Norway,  Jan.  28,  1864,  son 
of  Jacob  and  Susanna  Kvam,  and  died  in  Madison,  Wis.,  Wednesday,  Feb.  14, 
1917.  He  came  to  America  when  19  years  of  age,  shortly  after  having  gradu¬ 
ated  from  a  military  school  in  Trondhjem,  Norway.  He  attended  Luther  Col¬ 
lege,  Decorah,  Iowa,  and  Luther  Seminary,  Robbinsdale,  Minn.,  and  was  or¬ 
dained  to  the  ministry  in  June,  1893.  Aug.  5,  the  same  year,  he  was  married  to 
Christine  Crogen,  of  Baldwin,  Wis.,  the  daughter  of  James  and  Anna  (Simon¬ 
son)  Crogen.  Mrs.  Kvam  was  born  and  reared  in  St.  Croix  County,  Wis., 
received  her  early  education  in  the  graded  schools  of  St.  Croix  and  Pierce 
counties,  and  took  her  higher  training  at  the  River  Falls  (Wis.)  High  School, 
and  the  Wisconsin  State  Normal  School  at  River  Falls.  With  this  prepara¬ 
tion,  she  was  a  popular  teacher  in  St.  Croix  County  for  several  years.  Mr. 
Kvam  served  as  pastor  at  Seattle,  Wash.,  from  1893  to  1895,  and  there  the  son, 
Julien  A.  S.,  was  born.  In  October,  1895,  the  family  came  to  Rice  Lake,  and 
here  Mr.  Kvam  was  pastor  of  the  Norwegian  Synode  Church,  his  charge  includ¬ 
ing  congregations  at  Bloomer,  Spooner,  Long  Lake,  and  Cedar  Lake.  He  re¬ 
signed  on  account  of  ill  health  in  1911.  In  1912,  in  company  with  his  wife  and 
son,  he  visited  his  old  home  in  Norway,  including  in  the  trip  a  visit  to  the  prin¬ 
cipal  seaports  of  northern  Europe  and  the  Mediterranean  Sea.  At  the  election 
in  the  fall  of  1916,  Mr.  Kvam  was  elected  to  the  Assembly  on  the  Republican 
ticket,  representing  Barron  County.  When  the  session  opened,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kvam  took  apartments  in  Madison,  and  Mr.  Kvam  entered  upon  his  duties.  On 
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the  day  of  his  death,  he  underwent  an  operation  on  diseased  teeth  at  the  Madi¬ 
son  General  Hospital,  and  death  was  due  to  embolus  following  the  operation. 
His  short  service  in  the  Assembly  was  very  active,  much  of  his  legislative  ef¬ 
forts  being  directed  toward  the  abolition  of  the  liquor  traffic  in  Wisconsin.  A 
committee  of  six  assemblymen  was  detailed  as  an  escort  for  the  body,  and  to 
remain  for  the  funeral  on  Saturday,  Feb.  17,  1917,  at  Rice  Lake.  The  commit¬ 
tee  was  accompanied  by  T.  L.  Cretney,  sergeant-at-arms.  A  remarkable  tribute 
was  paid  to  Mr.  Kvam  when  the  Assembly  met  at  midnight  and  marched  to  the 
station  as  escort  to  his  remains,  the  casket  being  covered  with  floral  tributes 
from  members  of  the  Assembly  and  friends.  The  young  men  who  acted  as 
pallbearers  were  all  confirmed  during  Rev.  Kvam’s  pastorate  at  Rice  Lake: 
Martin  Kolstad  and  Ed.  Foss,  of  Long  Lake;  Louis  and  Henry  Olson,  of  Cedar 
Lake;  and  Severin  Oien  and  Arthur  Overby,  of  Rice  Lake.  The  funeral  serv¬ 
ices  were  conducted  by  Rev.  P.  F.  Kjorlaug,  pastor  of  the  Synode  Church  at 
Rice  Lake,  and  C.  T.  Clausen,  pastor  of  the  Synode  Church  at  Bloomer.  A 
long  procession  accompanied  the  remains  to  Nora  Cemetery  where  interment 
took  place.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  four  parents  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kvam  all  spent  their  declining  years  with  them,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kvam,  both  feel¬ 
ing  it  their  Christian  duty,  as  well  as  their  pleasure  and  privilege,  to  make 
the  afternoon  of  their  life  comfortable.  Jacob  Kvam  died  at  the  age  of  82 
and  his  wife  at  the  age  of  79  years  and  six  months.  James  Crogen  died  at  the 
age  of  81  years  and  his  wife  at  the  age  of  79  years  and  six  months. 

Julien  A.  S.  Kvam,  president  and  treasurer  of  the  Wisconsin  Iron  Store, 
wholesale  hardware  establishment  of  Rice  Lake,  was  born  in  Seattle,  Wash., 
Aug.  11,  1894,  son  of  Isaac  J.  and  Christine  (Crogen)  Kvam.  He  received  his 
early  education  in  the  graded  and  high  schools  of  Rice  Lake,  later  studied  in 
the  preparatory  department  of  Luther  College  at  Decorah,  Iowa,  and  the  Min¬ 
nesota  State  Normal  School  at  Winona,  Minn.,  and  was  graduated  from  the 
University  of  Minnesota,  at  Minneapolis,  in  the  class  of  1917.  In  December 
of  that  year,  he  passed  the  pilots’  aviation  examination  at  Minneapolis,  Minn., 
but  was  later  transferred  to  the  United  States  Naval  Auxiliary  Corps,  and 
studied  at  Chicago,  Ill.,  Cleveland,  Ohio  and  Pelham  Bay,  New  York,  in  which 
latter  place  he  received  his  commission  as  ensign.  With  this  rank  he  continued 
to  serve  until  Jan.  22,  1919,  when  he  was  released.  He  then  became  a  traveling 
salesman  for  the  Certainteed  Products  Corporation,  of  St.  Louis.  A  short  time 
later  he  returried  to  Rice  Lake,  and  became  interested  in  the  Perfect  Products 
Corporation,  of  this  place.  Next  he  was  with  the  Consumers’  Store,  at  Rice 
Lake.  In  November,  1919,  he  assisted  in  organizing  the  concern  with  which 
he  is  still  connected.  Mr.  Kvam  is  one  of  the  popular  and  well-liked  young 
business  men  of  the  place,  and  is  a  real  leader  in  the  affairs  of  the  city.  He 
and  his  wife  are  both  prominent  in  local  society.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Ark  Lodge,  No.  176,  A.  F.  and  A.  M.,  of  Minneapolis;  Ark  Chapter,  No. 
53,  R.  A.  M.,  Minneapolis;  the  Acacia  National  Masonic  Fraternity  of  the 
University  of  Minnesota;  the  Thulanian  Club,  of  the  University  of  Minnesota; 
Rice  Lake  Council,  U.  C.  T.,  Rice  Lake;  and  the  Edgar  Eubanks  Post,  No. 
87,  American  Legion,  in  which  last  named  organization  he  is  a  past  vice  com¬ 
mander.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Commercial  Club.  Mr.  Kvam  was  married 
Jan.  27,  1920,  to  Helen  Carlson,  of  Frederick,  Wis.,  who  was  born  Aug.  8,  1897, 
was  educated  in  the  graded  and  high  schools  of  Frederick,  and  in  the  Wiscon¬ 
sin  State  Normal  School  at  Superior,  Wis.,  and  taught  efficiently  for  several 
years  before  her  marriage.  They  reside  in  a  sightly,  modern  home  of  white 
stucco,  just  completed,  at  27  West  Stout  Street,  one  of  the  many  pretty  and 
hospitable  homes  of  the  city. 

Toussaint  A.  Charron,  M.  D.,  oldest  practicing  physician  in  Rice  Lake, 
president  of  the  medical  board  of  St.  Joseph’s  Hospital,  former  mayor  of  Rice 
Lake,  extensive  land  owner  and  stock  breeder,  horse  fancier,  and  prominent 
citizen,  was  born  in  Montreal,  Canada,  Oct.  29,  1860,  son  of  John  Baptiste  and 
Delphine  (Daigneault)  Charron,  the  former  of  whom  died  in  1900  and  the  lat- 
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ter  in  1878.  John  Baptist  Charron  was  a  staunch  character  of  good  French 
blood,  sturdy  and  vigorous,  and  was  a  man  of  considerable  note  in  the  farming 
community  in  which  he  lived.  Reared  with  the  best  of  home  surroundings, 
Toussaint  A.  attended  the  Brothers’  School  at  Longueuil,  Province  of  Quebec, 
Canada,  for  his  grammar  school  and  preparatory  school  studies,  and  the  Sul- 
piciens  School,  at  Montreal,  for  his  earlier  classical  studies.  His  higher  edu¬ 
cation  was  received  in  the  Jesuit  Seminary  at  Montreal,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  the  class  of  1881.  With  this  preparation  he  entered  the  Mon¬ 
treal  Medical  College,  and  was  graduated  therefrom  with  the  degree  of  M.  D. 
in  1887.  Upon  his  graduation  he  came  directly  to  Rice  Lake,  and  opened  an 
office.  His  presence  was  greatly  needed,  and  his  services  were  at  once  in  wide 
demand.  Dr.  Charron  was  an  ideal  physician  for  a  new  country.  Of  vigorous 
constitution  and  kindly  heart,  no  call  was  too  great  for  his  strength  or  pa¬ 
tience,  he  rode  through  the  forests,  over  the  barest  trails  or  over  “tote”  roads 
to  isolated  cabins,  through  the  heat  of  the  summer,  the  frost  of  the  fall,  the 
cold  and  snows  of  the  winters,  and  the  slush  and  mud  of  the  spring,  facing 
perpetual  discomforts  and  often  actual  danger,  that  he  might  bring  healing 
and  comfort  to  the  suffering  ones.  His  practice  has  constantly  grown,  and 
although  pioneer  conditions  have  changed  he  still  holds  the  place  in  the  hearts 
of  the  people  that  he  did  when  his  journeys  through  the  solitudes  brought  so 
much  cheer  and  comfort.  From  the  very  beginning,  Dr.  Charron,  who  was 
reared  on  a  farm,  and  came  of  a  line  of  farmers,  has  expressed  a  belief  in  the 
great  agricultural  possibiliites  of  the  county,  and  has  had  his  share  in  its  de¬ 
velopment  along  these  lined.  In  addition  to  owning  several  residences  in  the 
city,  he  has  a  place  of  320  acres  in  Rice  Lake  Township,  which  he  has  named 
poetically  the  “Rose  of  Sharon  Stock  Farm,”  and  there  carries  on  general 
farming,  making  a  specialty  of  cattle  and  horses.  His  cattle  are  full-blooded 
Holsteins.  His  horses  are  fast  trotters.  In  his  fine  stable  is  a  young  mare, 
“Irene  Jentry,”  a  pedigreed  animal  with  a  trial  mark  of  2.06,  one  of  the  fastest 
in  the  state,  which  will  be  entered  in  a  number  of  National  meets  this  year. 
With  all  his  busy  life,  Dr.  Charron  has  found  time  to  do  his  duty  as  a  citizen, 
and  in  addition  to  serving  six  years  as  mayor,  as  already  noted,  has  been  a 
member  of  various  boards  and  committees,  especially  during  the  World  War, 
in  which 'the  land  of  his  ancestors,  the  land  of  his  birth  and  the  land  of  his 
adoption  sent  soldiers  to  fight  side  by  side.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Barron 
County  Medical  Society,  of  the  Wisconsin  State  Medical  Society,  and  of  the 
American  Medical  Association,  as  well  as  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  and  the 
Catholic  Foresters  and  the  Knights  of  Columbus.  Dr.  Charron  was  married 
Feb.  12,  1886,  at  St.  Michael,  Province  of  Quebec,  Canada,  to  Cecelia  Dorris,  and 
they  have  had  two  children:  Irene,  born  March  24,  1888,  is  now  the  wife  of 
William  Brady,  vice-president  of  the  Barron  County  Bank,  of  Rice  Lake.  Eliza¬ 
beth,  born  in  1883,  died  in  infancy.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church. 

Oscar  Hooey,  capitalist  and  retired  lumberman  of  Rice  Lake,  is  one  of  the 
real  leaders  of  the  community,  being  one  of  the  best  known  men  in  the  county, 
and  having  a  wide  acquaintance  among  the  distinguished  men  of  the  state. 
He  has  won  his  success  in  life  by  hard  work,  native  worth,  his  ability  to  judge 
men,  his  capacity  for  making  friends,  and  the  reputation  which  he  has  always 
maintained  as  a  man  of  absolute  and  unswerving  honesty  and  fair  dealing. 
Although  retired  from  active  participation  in  business  affairs,  he  is  still  busy 
looking  after  his  personal  interests,  managing  a  large  farm  in  Barron  County 
and  another  in  Washburn  County,  and  holding  large  tracts  of  land  elsewhere 
in  Wisconsin  and  in  the  Dakotas  and  western  Canada.  His  financial  holdings 
also  include  stock  in  the  First  National  Bank  of  Rice  Lake,  in  which  he  is  a 
director,  and  in  the  Couderay  State  Bank  at  Couderay.  His  fraternal  relations 
are  with  the  United  Commercial  Travelers.  The  Presbyterian  Church  has 
found  active  supporters  in  him  and  his  family,  and  he  is  serving  the  Rice  Lake 
congregation  as  an  elder.  Oscar  Hooey  was  born  in  Port  Hope,  Ontario, 
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Canada,  June  29,  1855,  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Irvin)  Hooey,  natives 
respectively  of  Ontario  and  Ireland,  who  were  married  in  Rochester,  New  York, 
and  at  once  took  up  their  home  in  Ontario,  where  they  successfully  followed 
agriculture,  acquired  a  competence,  became  honored  and  influential  citizens, 
and  were  highly  regarded.  The  mothey  died  Dec.  18,  1883,  and  the  father,  a 
venerable  man  of  86  years,  is  still  living  in  Ontario.  In  the  family  there  were 
five  children:  Oscar,  of  Rice  Lake;  Wellington,  of  Ontario;  Lottie  J.,  who  died 
Nov.  24,  1905;  John  A.,  who  died  Jan.  21,  1890,  and  Alice  M.,  who  died  July  11, 
1897.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  his  early  education  in  the  graded 
and  high  schools  of  Walkerton,  Ontario,  Canada.  Then  he  came  to  the  States 
and  taught  school  in  Wisconsin  for  a  while,  afterward  returning  to  his  native 
province,  and  taking  advanced  courses  in  the  High  School  at  Harriston.  He 
again  came  to  the  States  in  1881  and  with  headquarters  at  Menomonie,  Wis., 
became  interested  in  the  agricultural  implement  business,  first  for  fifteen 
years  as  general  traveling  salesman  for  the  Warder,  Bushnell  &  Glessner  Co., 
of  Chicago,  Ill.  and  Springfield,  Ohio,  and  then  in  a  similar  capacity  for  five 
years  with  the  Deering  Harvester  Co.  of  Chicago.  His  territory  included 
portions  of  Wisconsin  and  Minnesota.  He  came  to  Rice  Lake  in  1900,  and  the 
year  later  brought  his  family  here.  For  some  years  he  was  interested  in  the 
Signer,  Crisler  &  Co.,  as  silent  partner,  and  when  the  firm  was  incorporated  in 
1902,  he  was  made  secretary.  He  continued  in  the  lumber  business  with  this 
firm  until  1914  when  he  sold  out  and  for  two  years  engaged  in  the  flour  mill 
business  at  Rice  Lake  in  the  Rice  Lake  Milling  &  Power  Co.  He  retired  in 

1916,  since  which  time  he  has  been  engaged  in  looking  after  his  personal 
affairs.  Mr.  Hooey  was  married  May  25,  1887,  to  Ettie  C.  Kile,  a  resident  of 
Bainbridge,  Ohio,  who  was  born  in  New  Castle,  Delaware,  Dec.  27,  1860, 
daughter  of  Dr.  Hiram  and  Helen  (Cooper)  Kile.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hooey  have 
had  three  children,  Helen  M.,  Marian  E.  and  Clifford  Kile.  Helen  M.  was 
born  April  28,  1888,  is  the  wife  of  George  Bartholomew  of  Youngstown,  Ohio, 
and  has  three  children,  Jean,  aged  six,  George,  Jr.,  five,  and  Robert,  two. 
Marian  E.  was  born  April  17,  1892  and  died  Dec.  13,  1913.  Clifford  Kile  was 
born  March  2,  1898,  passed  through  the  graded  schools  and  was  graduated  from 
the  Rice  Lake  High  School  in  the  class  of  1917.  Then  he  entered  Ripon  College, 
Ripon,  Wis.,  where  he  was  enrolled  in  the  S.  A.  T.  C.,  and  where  he  studied  for 
two  years.  He  is  now  attending  the  University  of  Wisconsin  at  Madison.  Dr. 
Hiram  Kile  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  his  wife  was  a  native  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  He  received  a  sound  preliminary  education  and  graduated  from  the 
Philadelphia  Medical  College,  at  Philadelphia,  Penn.  Most  of  his  active  years 
were  spent  in  practicing  his  profession  at  Bainbridge,  Ohio,  where  he  was  a 
physician  and  surgeon  of  considerable  note,  being  widely  esteemed  for  his 
skill  as  a  practitioner  and  his  sterling  worth  as  a  man  and  citizen.  He  died  at 
Bainbridge,  Ohio,  Sept.  22,  1874,  and  his  wife  died  at  Chillicothe,  Ohio,  Oct.  26, 

1917.  They  were  the  parents  of  six  children.  Ettie  C.  is  the  wife  of  Oscar 
Hooey  of  Rice  Lake.  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  H.  C.  Claypool  of  Chillicothe, 
Ohio.  George  W.  died  Jan.  11,  1897.  Three  died  in  infancy. 

Ernest  F.  Hartel,  now  retired,  for  many  years  engaged  in  the  stave  manu¬ 
facturing  business,  has  been  active  in  the  affairs  of  community,  was  a  member 
of  the  city  council  six  years,  city  treasurer  one  year,  and  served  on  the  school 
board  six  years,  one  of  which  years  he  was  president.  He  was  a  charter  mem¬ 
ber  of  Rice  Lake  Lodge,  No.  234,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  in  which  he  has  passed  through 
the  chairs,  and  also  belongs  to  the  Modern  Woodmen  and  the  Maccabees.  At 
the  organization  of  the  Rice  Lake  fire  department  he  was  one  of  the  first 
members.  He  was  born  in  Dodge  County,  this  state,  Jan.  15,  1852,  son  of  Fred 
and  Henrietta  (Kepernick)  Hartel,  natives  of  Germany,  who  came  to  America 
in  1848  and  located  in  Dodge  County,  this  state,  where  they  spent  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  their  lives.  Ernest  F.  was  reared  in  his  native  county,  and  came  to 
Barron  County  in  1885,  taking  up  work,  in  stave  mills.  He  erected  and  built 
the  first  stave  mill  in  Rice  Lake,  and  was  its  manager  and  operator  for 
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seventeen  years  until  1907,  when  the  timber  was  exhausted  and  the  mill 
closed.  Mr.  Hartel  was  married  May  11,  1877,  to  Ruth  Wood,  who  died  Oct.  22, 
1905,  leaving  two  children:  Glen  D.,  born  April  30,  1883,  now  a  merchant  in 
Rice  Lake,  and  Charles  E.  born  April  24,  1887,  a  resident  of  the  State  of  Wash¬ 
ington.  Mr.  Hartel  was  married  Aug.  1,  1910,  to  Mrs.  Mary  (Schwartz)  Cruse, 
widow  of  William  E.  Cruse,  and  daughter  of  Mathias  and  Catherine  Schwartz, 
who  were  born  in  Austria,  and  came  to  America  in  1866,  settling  in  Chippewa 
county,  this  state,  where  they  farmed  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  The 
daughter,  Mrs.  Hartel,  was  born  in  that  county,  April  12,  1877,  and  was  there 
reared.  In  1906  she  opened  a  millinery  business  in  Rice  Lake  by  buying  out 
Mrs.  A.  E.  Knudson.  In  1910  she  bought  the  building  at  21  North  Main  street, 
which  now  houses  her  establishment.  In  1915  she  added  a  full  line  of  women’s 
ready-to-wear  goods. 

John  Edward  Horsman,  a  well  known  citizen  of  Rice  Lake,  efficient  and 
popular  manager  of  the  Barron  Telephone  Co.,  was  born  in  Guelph,  Province  of 
Ontario,  Canada,  Aug.  5,  1861,  only  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Worsfold) 
Horsman,  who  were  of  English  descent.  His  early  life  was  spent  in  Canada, 
where  he  received  a  thorough  preliminary  education,  taking  his  classical 
training  in  Trinity  College,  Port  Hope,  Province  of  Ontario,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  with  high  honors  in  1878.  In  1880,  he  came  to  the  States  and  located 
at  Rice  Lake,  entering  the  employ  of  the  C.  W.  Hackett  Hardware  Co.  of  St. 
Paul  as  traveling  salesman.  In  this  capacity  he  traveled  through  the  towns  of 
northern  Wisconsin  and  is  still  well  remembered  and  well  liked  in  all  of  them. 
In  this  county  his  popularity  grew  until  in  the  fall  of  1890  he  was  elected 
county  treasurer.  It  is  worthy  of  note,  as  an  evidence  of  the  esteem  in  which 
he  was  held,  that  he  was  one  of  the  first  two  men  elected  on  the  Democratic 
ticket  since  the  county  was  organized,  his  majority  being  565  votes.  He 
efficiently  served  as  treasurer  until  the  end  of  the  term,  when  he  declined 
re-nomination  and  entered  the  employ  of  Marshall-Wells  Hardware  Company 
of  Duluth,  Minn,  where  he  remained  in  the  Northern  Wisconsin  territory  until 
1904,  when  he  was  obliged  to  resign  on  account  of  poor  health.  After  regaining 
this,  he  was  elected  secretary  of  the  Barron  County  Telephone  Company,  and 
manager  of  the  Rice  Lake  Exchange,  having  been  connected  with  this  company 
as  stockholder  for  a  number  of  years  previously,  and  still  retains  this  position. 
J.  E.  (Ed)  Horsman  has  always  been  identified  with  everything  which  goes  to 
make  for  a  better  Rice  Lake.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  City  Council, 
Board  of  Education  and  Commercial  Club  at  different  times;  he  is  also  vice 
president  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Rice  Lake,  one  of  the  solid  institutions 
of  Barron  County.  “Ed”  Horsman  served  one  term  as  postmaster  of  Rice  Lake 
under  the  second  Cleveland  administration,  also  as  chairman  of  the  County 
Democratic  Committee  for  many  years.  In  the  language  of  the  layman,  you 
would  have  to  “go  some”  to  find  anyone  in  Northern  Wisconsin  who  does  not 
know  the  subject  of  our  sketch.  Mr.  Horsman  is  a  member  of  Rice  Lake 
Lodge,  No.  234,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. ;  Pekegema  Chapter  No.  67,  Tancred  Commandery 
No.  27  of  Chippewa  Falls,  Wis.,  also  a  loyal  member  of  the  United  Commercial 
Travelers  of  America,  Rice  Lake  Council  No.  322.  He  and  his  family  are 
communicants  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church.  He  was  married  June  1, 
1886,  to  Ruth  Holbrook,  daughter  of  Thomas  B.  and  Elizabeth  (Miller)  Hol¬ 
brook,  early  settlers  of  Rice  Lake.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  one 
daughter,  Grace,  born  April  17,  1887. 

A.  A.  Bergeron,  a  representative  business  man  of  Rice  Lake,  owner  of  a 
general  store,  and  proprietor  of  an  extensive  farm  produce  business,  was  born 
in  Canada,  Nov.  15,  1884,  the  son  of  Frank  and  Mary  (Paradis)  Bergeron,  who 
came  from  Canada  that  year  and  located  in  Rice  Lake,  where  the  father  is  now 
a  prosperous  merchant.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  Rice  Lake, 
and  attended  the  graded  and  high  schools.  As  a  young  man  he  learned  the 
barber  trade  and  followed  this  for  ten  years  at  Rice  Lake,  Chetek  and 
Weyerhauser.  In  1910  he  engaged  in  the  retail  boot  and  shoe  business  at 
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Somerset,  this  state.  A  year  later  he  took  charge  of  a  flour  mill  at  Chetek,  for 
W.  J.  Gavin.  He  established  his  present  business  in  Rice  Lake  in  1913.  His 
store  handles  general  supplies,  while  at  his  large  warehouse  and  produce 
office,  he  purchases  and  ships  in  car  load  lots  such  materials  as  hay  and  grain, 
and  deals  in  flour  and  farm  seeds.  In  September,  1920  he  opened  a  branch 
warehouse  at  Canton,  this  state,  where  his  assistant,  F.  F.  Tibbitts,  buys  pro¬ 
duce  and  handles  flour  and  feed.  Mr.  Bergeron  is  well  equipped  for  his 
business  with  automobile  trucks  and  horse  teams.  He  thoroughly  understands 
farming  conditions,  is  a  fair  dealer,  shrewd  and  honest,  and  is  trusted 
throughout  the  community.  Something  of  the  success  with  which  he  has  met 
may  be  judged  from  the  fact  that  when  he  first  opened,  a  monthly  business  of 
$750  was  considered  good,  while  he  now  has  an  annual  business  of  something 
like  $150,000.  In  addition  to  his  pleasant  home,  well  built  store,  and  commod¬ 
ious  warehouse,  he  owns  320  acres  of  timber  land  in  Burnett  County,  this  state, 
which  he  expects  sometime  to  develop.  He  is  interested  in  the  welfare  of  Rice 
Lake  and  is  active  in  the  Commercial  Club.  By  furnishing  a  good  market  for 
farm  material  he  is  assisting  in  the  modern  agricultural  growth  of  the  county. 
Mr.  Bergeron  was  married  May  8,  1908,  to  Etta  L.  Gavin,  who  was  born  Nov.  11, 
1888,  and  died  March  31,  1910.  Mr.  Bergeron  was  reared  in  the  faith  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church. 

Hans  O.  Holm,  a  well-patronized  tailor,  owning  an  establishment  at  11 
West  Marshall  Street,  Rice  Lake,  was  born  at  Drommen,  Norway,  Nov.  17,  1880, 
son  of  Ole  and  Hanna  (Halverson)  Holm,  the  former  of  whom,  once  a  saw¬ 
mill  worker  and  now  a  farmer,  still  lives  in  the  old  country,  and  the  latter  of 
whom  died  April  17,  1897.  Hans  O.  attended  the  schools  of  his  native  land, 
and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  was  apprentice  to  a  tailor  in  Vestfossen,  Norway, 
with  whom  he  worked  for  several  years  after  learning  his  trade.  In  1903  he 
came  to  America,  and  for  one  year  was  employed  at  his  trade  in  Chippewa 
Falls,  this  state.  He  first  came  to  Rice  Lake  in  1904  and  worked  for  Nels  A. 
Haugen  for  two  years  at  his  trade.  In  1906  he  went  to  Duluth,  and  after  work¬ 
ing  for  J.  H.  Erickson  for  two  years,  started  in  business  for  himself.  In  1916 
he  sold  out  and  went  to  Shell  Lake,  Wis.,  where  he  likewise  conducted  a  shop. 
Two  years  later  he  came  to  Rice  Lake  and  established  his  present  business.  He 
thoroughly  knows  his  trade,  he  carries  good  goods  and  furnishes  his  customers 
good  workmanship.  He  also  does  general  renovating,  cleaning,  pressing  and 
repairing.  Mr.  Holm  was  married  at  Duluth,  May  30,  1908,  to  Gustava  Ruud, 
daughter  of  Julius  and  Oliva  (Peterson)  Ruud,  the  former  of  whom  is  dead 
and  the  latter  still  living  at  Drommen,  Norway.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holm  have  been 
blessed  with  two  bright  children:  Oscar  W.  was  born  March  23,  1909,  and 
Hjordis  G.  was  born  Aug.  4,  1912.  In  the  winter  of  1920-21,  Mr.  Holm 
purchased  five  acres  of  land  just  on  the  outskirts  of  the  city,  and  here  he  has 
erected  a  pleasant  modern  home,  a  good  barn  and  other  buildings.  The  family 
attends  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Albert  Fengler,  manager  of  the  Rice  Lake  lumber  yard  for  the  Andersen 
Yard  Co.,  South  Stillwater,  Minn.,  was  born  in  Eau  Claire,  Wis.,  July  27,  1890, 
and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  the  Eau  Claire  Business  College,  of 
his  native  place.  He  early  became  interested  in  the  lumber  business,  and  was 
scarcely  more  than  a  youth  when  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  New  Dells 
Lumber  Co.  at  Eau  Claire,  gradually  working  his  way  up  to  grader  and  then 
to  salesman.  In  1913,  in  the  employ  of  Jones  Brothers,  of  Foster,  Wis.,  he  took 
charge  of  the  yards  at  Foster,  Allen  and  Cleghorn,  all  in  this  state.  For  a 
few  months  in  1917  he  was  with  the  O.  &  N.  Lumber  Co.  at  Menomonie,  Wis. 
It  was  that  year  that  he  came  to  Rice  Lake  as  salesmanager  for  the  Rice  Lake 
Lumber  Co.  When  the  retail  department  of  that  company  was  sold  to  the 
Andersen  Yard  Co.,  he  remained  in  charge  of  the  yard.  He  has  built  up  a 
good  business,  handling  various  kinds  of  building  material  and  fuel,  and 
maintaining  a  service  department  which  furnishes  blue  prints,  estimates  and 
architectural  designs  for  all  persons  contemplating  building.  Mr.  Fengler  is 
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well  liked  in  the  community,  is  esteemed  for  his  business  judgment  and  in¬ 
tegrity,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  of  the  Commercial 
Club.  He  enlisted  in  August,  1918,  at  Eau  Claire,  and  was  assigned  to  Head 
Quarters  of  the  6th  Battalion  Supply  Company.  He  was  stationed  at  Camp 
Dodge,  Iowa,  and  discharged  in  December,  1918.  Mr.  Fengler  was  married  June 
20,  1918,  to  Edna  Brice,  daughter  of  George  W.  and  Agnes  Brice,  old  settlers 
of  Eau  Claire,  and  they  have  one  son,  Harold  Laverne,  born  April  13,  1920. 
The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  St.  Joseph  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

L.  O.  Folstrom,  an  estimable  and  solid  citizen  of  Rice  Lake,  now  retired, 
and  formerly  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Rice  Lake  township,  was  born  in  Sweden, 
Dec.  28,  1844,  son  of  Louis  and  Katrina  Christina  Folstrom,  both  of  whom 
were  born,  lived  and  died  in  the  old  country.  He  attended  the  schools  of 
Sweden,  and  as  a  youth  and  young  man  occupied  his  attention  with  farming 
and  blacksmithing.  He  came  to  America  in  1888,  and  just  three  days  after  his 
arrival  in  Rice  Lake,  Wis.,  bought  a  farm  of  40  acres  in  Rice  Lake  Township. 
A  house  had  been  erected  and  some  of  the  land  was  broken.  Mr.  Folstrom 
continued  the  improvements,  broke  more  land,  erected  barns  and  other  build¬ 
ings,  and  there  devoted  his  life  to  hard  and  arduous  toil  until  1912,  when  he 
sold  out,  retired,  and  moved  to  Rice  Lake  City,  where  he  purchased  his 
present  home  at  404  Phipps  avenue.  Mr.  Folstrom  was  married  in  1866,  to 
Christina  Petersdatter,  who  died  in  young  womanhood,  leaving  six  children. 
In  1876  he  married  Anna  Larson,  who  was  born  in  Sweden,  March  26,  1862.  To 
this  union  have  been  born  the  following  children:  Olaf,  Anton,  Lena,  Kathrina, 
Tilda,  Ellen,  Emil,  John  and  Clara.  The  last  mentioned  lives  in  Sweden.  The 
family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Gustave  Oswald  Gustafson,  manufacturer  of  the  “Quality”  brand  ice 
cream.  Rice  Lake,  has  a  well  equipped,  modern  plant,  and  is  doing  a  constantly 
increasing  business,  serving  a  large  territory,  having  had  an  output  of  over 
36,000  gallons  the  first  year.  In  addition  to  selling  his  ice  cream,  he  handles 
various  accessories,  including  crushed  fruits,  fruit  syrups,  flavorings,  ice 
cream  cones,  ice  cream  pails  and  salt.  He  owns  the  building,  which  he  pur¬ 
chased  in  1916,  he  employs  experts,  has  suitable  machinery,  uses  the  best 
and  freshest  of  materials,  and  creates  a  product  that  is  widely  commended  for 
its  purity,  richness,  smoothness,  body  and  flavor.  He  was  born  in  Sundvall, 
Sweden,  Nov.  1,  1882,  the  son  of  Victor  and  Mary  (Anderson)  Gustafson,  who 
brought  him  to  this  country  in  1890.  He  continued  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Rice  Lake  and  Stanley  townships.  As  a  young  man  he  was  employed 
in  various  lumber  camps  as  cook,  first  for  the  Sterns  Lumber  Co.  of  Ashland, 
and  next  for  the  Brown-Robbins  Lumber  Co.  of  Rhinelander.  In  1904  he 
purchased  the  restaurant  and  bakery  of  August  Boles,  at  Rice  Lake.  This  he 
operated  until  late  in  1919,  when  he  sold  out  to  Benjamin  Nellis,  and  took  up 
his  present  business.  He  is  a  prominent  man,  is  now  a  member  of  the  city 
council,  and  at  one  time  was  president  of  the  board  of  public  works  for  two 
years.  He  is  active  in  the  Commercial  Club,  and  believes  in  a  wider  publicity 
for  the  advantages  of  Rice  Lake.  Mr.  Gustafson  was  married  Jan.  30,  1906,  to 
Reva  Corrine  Ely,  of  St.  Paul,  a  competent  teacher,  and  a  graduate  of  the 
St.  Croix  Falls  High  School  and  of  the  State  Normal  School  at  River  Falls. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gustafson  have  two  children.  Ruth  L.  was  born  Aug.  10,  1908, 
and  is  doing  well  in  the  Rice  Lake  High  School.  Clarance  was  born  Oct.  21, 
1909,  and  is  a  student  in  the  seventh  grade  in  the  public  schools.  That  the  son 
should  have  reached  the  seventh  grade  at  the  age  of  eleven,  and  the  daughter 
the  High  School  at  the  age  of  twelve  is  an  unusual  record  indeed. 

Victor  Gustafson  was  born  in  Sweden,  was  there  reared  and  educated,  and 
there  married  Mary  Anderson,  also  a  native  of  that  country.  He  brought  his 
family  to  America  in  1890  and  reached  Rice  Lake,  Oct.  12,  of  that  year.  He 
bought  a  home  on  the  west  side  of  the  city,  and  for  two  years  worked  in  a  saw 
mill  for  the  Rice  Lake  Lumber  Co.  Then  he  traded  the  Rice  Lake  place  for  a 
farm  in  Stanley  Township,  this  county,  where  he  owns  80  acres,  and  where  he 
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is  still  farming,  being  a  substantial  and  reputable  citizen.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Gustafson  are  the  parents  of  eight  children.  Gustave  Oswald  is  an  ice  cream 
manufacturer  of  Rice  Lake.  Carl,  who  lives  in  Veblin,  South  Dakota,  engaged 
in  mercantile  business,  has  sold  out  there  and  will  return  to  the  home  farm. 
Victoria,  who  received  her  musical  training  at  Valparaiso,  Ind.,  is  teaching 
instrumental  music  at  Marion,  Ohio.  Emma  is  the  wife  of  Elmer  Anderson,  of 
Veblin,  South  Dakota.  August,  on  the  home  farm,  is  also  engaged  in  the  auto 
business.  Ellen  and  Helen  are  twins,  the  former  being  employed  by  the  Con¬ 
sumers  Store  Co.  at  Rice  Lake,  and  the  latter  being  the  wife  of  Orrin  Lee,  of 
Elmwood,  Wis.  Esther,  a  graduate  of  the  Northwestern  Institute  of  Music  at 
Minneapolis,  has  music  classes  at  Rice  Lake,  Chetek  and  Spooner. 

E.  C.  McClelland,  journalist,  educator  and  public  citizen,  editor  and  pub¬ 
lisher  of  the  Rice  Lake  Chronotype,  the  oldest  newspaper  in  Barron  county,  is 
one  of  the  leading  men  of  his  community,  and  through  the  columns  of  his 
paper  exercises  a  wide  influence  on  public  thought.  He  is  a  true  American  in 
word  and  deed,  and  his  unswerving  loyalty  and  uncompromising  support  of  the 
Government  and  State  in  all  war  measures  did  much  to  keep  the  fires  of 
patriotism  burning  brightly  at  all  times  in  Barron  County.  The  esteem  in 
which  he  is  held  throughout  the  county  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  in  1915  he 
was  elected  county  treasurer,  in  which  position  he  served  with  dignity  and 
ability.  He  has  also  served  on  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors  and  has  acted 
as  president  of  the  County  Training  School  Board.  At  present  (1921)  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  City  of  Rice  Lake.  Fraternally  he  is  a 
Blue  Lodge  and  Chapter  Mason,  and  he  is  also  a  member  of  the  Modern  Wood¬ 
men.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  and  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church  rep¬ 
resents  his  religious  preference.  He  has  a  modern  printing  plant,  and  aside 
from  issuing  his  paper,  he  does  general  job  printing  of  a  high  grade,  and  is 
well  equipped  to  handle  commercial  printing  of  all  kinds.  He  was  born  in 
Dubuque,  Iowa,  passed  through  the  public  schools,  graduated  from  the  Ep- 
worth  Seminary  in  his  native  city  in  1882,  and  from  Cornell  College  at  Cornell, 
Iowa,  in  1884.  With  this  preparation  he  became  an  instructor,  teaching  two 
years  in  Iowa,  then  becoming  principal  at  Juneau,  Wis.;  later  serving  as 
superintendent  and  principal  at  Lake  City,  Minn.,  and  then  in  1896  coming  to 
Rice  Lake,  where  he  served  as  superintendent  and  principal  in  the  public 
schools  until  1905.  Then  he  purchased  the  Rice  Lake  Chronotype  and  two 
years  later  consolidated  it  with  the  Rice  Lake  Leader.  Mr.  McClelland  was 
married  at  Juneau,  Wis.,  Dec.  25,  1888,  to  Louise  A.  Roeder.  Mrs.  McClelland 
had  at  that  time  been  engaged  for  several  years  as  a  successful  teacher  in 
various  Wisconsin  schools.  Since  living  in  Rice  Lake  she  has  been  at  the 
head  of  many  important  organizations  and  during  the  war  was  a  member  of 
the  County  Council  of  Defence.  Prof,  and  Mrs.  McClelland  have  two  children, 
Ruth  L.  and  Harold  E.  Ruth  L.  was  graduated  from  the  Rice  Lake  High  School 
in  1912,  and  from  Milwaukee  Downer  College  in  1915,  and  then  took  post 
graduate  work  at  the  University  of  Chicago  and  in  Teacher’s  College  at 
Columbia  .University,  New  York  City,  specializing  in  Household  Arts.  She  is 
now  a  teacher  in  the  Rice  Lake  High  School.  Harold  E.  was  graduated  from 
the  Rice  Lake  High  School  in  1919,  took  a  year’s  course  at  Hamline  University, 
Hamline,  Minn.,  and  is  now  a  student  in  the  School  of  Journalism  in  the 
University  of  Wisconsin  at  Madison. 

Lewis  D.  Schnacky,  now  living  retired  in  Rice  Lake,  is  one  of  the  estimable 
citizens  of  the  county,  highly  regarded  for  his  excellent  qualities  and  for  what 
his  life  has  meant  to  the  community.  Before  coming  here,  he  had  wide  ex¬ 
perience  as  a  farmer,  oil  man,  and  hotel  proprietor,  and  his  career  in  this 
county  for  nearly  forty  years  has  been  one  that  will  long  be  remembered  to 
his  honor.  He  has  been  a  hard  working  man,  he  has  had  the  good  judgment 
which  has  made  his  arduous  toil  count  for  something,  he  has  never  been  con¬ 
tent  that  his  results  should  be  less  than  the  best,  and  he  developed  what,  at 
the  time  of  his  retirement,  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  best  equipped  farms 
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in  the  county.  In  his  family  he  has  been  an  ideal  husband  and  father.  He  has 
given  the  community  fourteen  children,  all  of  whom  are  a  credit  to  their 
parents,  and  to  each  of  these  children  he  has  given  a  good  training  and  educa¬ 
tion,  and  surrounded  their  youth  with  those  safeguards  of  care  and  guidance 
which  are  better  than  great  riches.  It  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  so  well  has  his 
family  been  guarded,  and  so  blessed  has  he  been  by  Providence,  that  the  family 
circle  has  remained  unbroken,  and  in  the  rearing  of  the  entire  fourteen,  only 
once  was  it  necessary  to  call  a  physician  to  administer  to  illness.  Lewis  D. 
Schnacky  was  born  in  Lewis  County,  New  York,  Dec.  20,  1856,  son  of  Michael 
and  Barbara  Schnacky,  natives  of  Germany,  who  came  to  the  United  States 
in  early  life,  and  were  married  in  Lewis  County,  New  York,  where  they 
engaged  in  farming.  He  received  a  good  education  in  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  county,  and  remained  at  home  until  eighteen  years  of  age.  He  then  cast 
his  fortunes  with  those  of  his  brother,  Joseph,  and  they  continued  as  partners 
for  several  years.  First  they  farmed  near  Rochester,  New  York,  and  then 
engaged  in  the  hotel  business  there,  having  a  hotel  at  the  corner  of  St.  Paul 
and  Court  streets.  From  there  they  went  to  the  oil  regions  of  Pennsylvania 
where  they  found  employment  as  well  drillers  at  from  $5  to  $7  a  day,  a  re¬ 
markable  wage  in  a  period  when  many  good  workmen  were  receiving  but  $1 
a  day.  By  hard  work  and  frugality  they  saved  $4,000  and  started  a  hotel  at 
Patolia,  Penn.  This  was  destroyed  by  fire,  and  they  lost  everything.  Then 
they  came  to  Le  Pierre  County,  Michigan,  where  they  -separated,  Lewis  re¬ 
maining  there  on  a  farm  and  Joseph  going  to  Colorado.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  came  to  this  county  from  Michigan  in  1881,  and  with  headquarters 
at  Rice  Lake,  devoted  his  attention  to  getting  out  hardwood  timber  for  barrel 
staves.  In  1884,  after  his  marriage,  he  bought  160  acres  in  Oak  Grove  Town¬ 
ship,  this  county,  borrowing  $25  from  a  friend  to  make  the  first  payment.  He 
erected  a  log  cabin,  put  up  some  crude  outbuildings,  and  grubbed  and  cultivated 
the  land.  In  the  log  cabin  he  lived  for  eighteen  years.  In  time  he  sold  80 
acres,  but  later  bought  80  more,  so  he  still  had  a  quarter  section.  He  erected 
two  different  sets  of  frame  buildings,  constructed  fences,  purchased  machinery, 
tools  and  equipment,  made  improvements  from  time  to  time  as  his  judgment 
dictated,  and  in  time  had  what  was  considered  as  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the 
county.  In  1917  he  came  to  the  city  of  Rice  Lake,  and  after  renting  a  home  for 
two  years,  purchased  his  present  comfortable  place  at  10  East  Humbird  street. 
He  also  owns  two  other  residences  in  the  city  which  he  rents.  While  he  was 
in  the  township  he  served  on  both  the  town  and  school  boards,  and  in  other 
ways  showed  his  interest  in  public  affairs.  Mr.  Schnacky  was  married  June  16, 
1884,  to  Anna  Ruetz,  who  was  born  in  Canada,  March  11,  1863,  daughter  of 
Peter  and  Caroline  (Stoeser)  Ruetz,  natives  respectively  of  Germany  and 
Canada.  The  fourteen  children  resulting  from  this  union  are:  Lewis,  Jr.,  Fred, 
Alex,  Caroline,  Clara,  Susie,  Marie,  Andrew,  Joseph,  Henry,  John,  Michael, 
Florence  and  Abbline.  Lewis  Jr.,  was  born  May  19,  1885,  and  lives  in  Hopkins, 
Minn.  He  married  May  Chermak,  and  they  have  two  children,  Leonard  and 
Herman.  Fred  was  born  Sept.  14,  1887,  and  lives  in  Rice  Lake.  He  married 
Alvina  Hillystad,  and  they  have  three  children,  Gerald,  Dorris  and  Ruby.  Alex 
was  born  May  9,  1889,  and  lives  in  Oak  Grove  Township,  this  county.  He 
married  Edith  Hessing.  Caroline  was  born  Feb.  16,  1891,  is  the  wife  of  Stanley 
Wetherbee,  of  Crystal,  North  Dakota,  and  has  an  adopted  son,  Vernon.  Clara 
was  born  Feb.  17,  1893.  She  married  Ellis  Berg,  and  they  live  at  Cornacopia, 
Wis.,  and  have  two  sons,  Robert  and  Donald.  Susie  was  born  Aug.  11,  1894, 
and  is  the  wife  of  Elmer  Hanson,  of  Rice  Lake.  Marie  was  born  March  21, 
1896,  married  Ostwin  Helpap,  and  they  have  three  children,  Orvis,  Roger  and 
June.  Andrew  was  born  Nov.  8,  1897,  and  lives  in  Cleveland,  Ohio.  Joseph, 
born  Nov.  26,  1898,  and  Henry,  born  Jan.  10,  1900,  are  both  painters  at  Rice 
Lake.  John  was  born  Nov.  26,  1901  and  is  a  barber  in  Ladysmith,  this  state. 
Michael  was  born  Feb.  8,  1903,  and  is  a  baker  in  Rice  Lake.  Florence  was  born 
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Aug.  12,  1904.  Abbline  was  born  April  22,  1906.  The  family  faith  is  that  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

Ray  C.  Peck,  editor  of  the  Chronotype,  Rice  Lake,  training  camp  captain 
during  the  World  War,  and  for  many  years  a  prominent  fraternity  man,  was 
born  in  Brownsville,  New  York,  June  20,  1879,  son  of  De  Witt  S.  and  Edith 
(McWayne)  Peck,  and  gradson  of  Myron  Peck,  proprietor  of  a  gristmill  at 
Watertown,  New  York.  The  family  is  descended  from  Puritan  stock.  De  Witt 
Peck  came  to  Wisconsin  from  New  York  State  in  1881,  and  located  first  at 
Menomonie,  going  from  there  to  Eau  Claire,  and  thence  to  Hayward,  where  he 
still  operates  a  lumber  yard,  and  where  his  wife  died  in  1912.  In  the  family 
there  were  four  children:  Wayne,  in  business  with  his  father  at  Hayward;  Ray 
C.,  a  Rice  Lake  journalist;  Bertha,  who  is  the  wife  of  Ed.  Freeman,  district 
judge  at  Virginia,  Minn.,  and  has  four  children,  Everett,  Eleanor,  Rae  and 
Edward;  and  Bessie,  who  is  keeping  house  for  her  father  at  Hayward.  Ray  C. 
came  to  Wisconsin  with  his  parents  in  1881,  and  was  reared  at  Hayward.  There 
he  passed  through  the  graded  schools  and  in  1895  was  graduated  from  the  High 
School.  In  the  meantime,  he  had  worked  in  printing  offices,  and  learned  con¬ 
siderable  of  the  printing  art.  Upon  graduating  from  school  he  went  to 
Winona,  and  there  entered  the  employ  of  Jones  &  Kroeger,  printers  and 
binders.  A  year  later  he  returned  to  Hayward  and  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Hayward  Republican.  In  1899  he  entered  Beloit  College,  at  Beloit,  Wis.,  and 
was  graduated  in  1903.  Then  he  had  charge  of  the  Hayward  Enterprise  for  a 
year,  and  of  the  Phillips  (Wis.)  Bee  for  a  year.  In  1906  he  came  to  Rice  Lake, 
and  assumed  the  management  and  editorship  of  the  Weekly  Leader.  When 
this  paper  was  consolidated  with  the  Chronotype  in  1909,  he  took  over  the 
duties  of  his  present  position.  Captain  Peck  has  an  interesting  military  record. 
He  enlisted  in  Co.  A,  10th  Sep.  Batt.,  W.  N.  G;,  on  March  28,  1906,  as  a 
private,  and  by  promotions  became  second  lieutenant.  On  June  28,  1917,  he 
was  commissioned  captain  to  recruit  Co.  F,  Sixth  Regiment,  W.  N.  G.  This 
company  was  federalized  and  assigned  to  the  32nd  Division.  Captain  Peck 
trained  with  the  company  at  Camp  Douglas,  Wis.,  and  Camp  McArthur,  Texas. 
There  he  was  first  grenade  officer  of  the  128th  Infantry,  and  adjutant  of  the 
Casual  Detachment.  He  was  discharged  Dec.  28,  1918.  Mr.  Peck  is  a  Blue 
Lodge,  Chapter  and  Council  Mason,  and  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias, 
the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and  the  Beavers.  For  several  years  past  he 
has  been  secretary  of  the  Rice  Lake  Volunteer  Fire  Department.  He  is  one  of 
the  useful  and  active  citizens  of  Rice  Lake,  and  his  influence  on  local  affairs 
is  considerable.  As  a  man  and  as  an  officer  he  has  proven  faithful  to  every 
trust  that  has  been  imposed  in  him. 

Raymond  V.  Peterson,  operating  a  real  estate,  loan  and  insurance  office  at 
Rice  Lake,  is  one  of  the  energetic  young  men  of  the  county,  is  fully  alive  to 
every  detail  of  his  business,  and  is  doing  considerable  “boosting”  for  the 
county  in  spreading  abroad  the  news  of  the  merits  of  Barron  County  farm  land, 
the  possibilities  of  dairying  here,  and  the  desirability  of  Barron  County  neigh¬ 
borliness.  He  is  a  native  of  this  state,  born  in  Menomonie,  Aug.  13,  1894.  He 
came  to  Rice  Lake  as  a  boy  and  pursued  his  studies  here  in  the  graded  schools 
and  in  the  high  school.  He  also  took  a  course  in  the  Academy  of  Idaho,  a  busi¬ 
ness  college  at  Pocatello,  that  state,  from  which  he  was  graduated.  With  this 
preparation  he  worked  for  a  while  as  clerk  and  bookkeeper.  He  engaged  in  his 
present  business  in  1915.  He  is  active  in  the  affairs  of  the  community  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Commercial  Club.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican.  His  religious 
faith  is  that  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Mr.  Peterson  is  an  out-door  man, 
and  takes  delight  in  hunting,  fishing  and  other  sports  of  a  similar  nature.  Mr. 
Peterson  enlisted  in  the  United  States  service,  Oct.  4,  1917,  trained  at  Camp 
Green,  North  Carolina,  and  was  assigned  to  Co.  G,  59th  Infantry,  Fourth 
Division.  He  was  sent  overseas  in  May,  1918,  participated  in  the  heroic  de¬ 
fense  of  Paris,  at  Chateau  Thierry,  continued  at  the  front,  and  was  in  the 
Argonne  Forest  driving  with  his  division  toward  Metz  when  the  armistice  was 
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signed.  Seven  days  later  he  marched  into  Germany  with  the  Army  of  Occupa¬ 
tion.  Afterward  he  was  sent  on  detached  duty  to  Southern  France.  He  was 
returned  to  America  in  August,  1919,  and  received  his  discharge  at  Camp 
Grant,  Ill.,  after  one  month  short  of  two  years’  service,  Sept.  4,  1919.  He  is 
now  in  the  post  office  building  at  Rice  Lake,  Wis.,  handling  insurance  in  all 
forms — fire,  tornado,  life  and  farm  insurance.  He  represents  the  Prudential 
Life. 

Rev.  John  Nelson  Mills,  a  pastor  of  the  Methodist.  Episcopal  denomination, 
living  at  Rice  Lake,  is  an  excellent  type  of  the  older  school  of  itinerant  Metho¬ 
dist  pastors.  He  has  experienced  the  toil  and  privation  of  a  clergyman’s  life  and 
has  also  known  its  rewards,  and  now  in  his  declining  years,  he  has  the  con¬ 
sciousness  of  a  good  life  worthily  spent  in  the  service  of  his  fellow  man.  He 
was  born  Dec.  24,  1838,  in  the  county  of  Leeds,  Ontario,  Canada,  son  of  Joseph 
and  Jemima  (Putic)  Mills.  His  parents  were  both  of  English  birth,  the  father 
was  born  at  Norfolk,  England  (near  London),  in  1807,  and  the  mother  in 
Suffolk  in  1810.  They  left  England  for  Canada  in  1832,  and  on  their  arrival 
located  at  Kempfield,  Ontario,  where  Joseph  Mills,  who  had  learned  the 
cooper’s  trade,  engaged  in  farming.  He  was  also  for  forty  years  a  Methodist 
local  preacher.  He  died  at  the  age  of  73  years  in  1880,  and  his  wife  Jemima  at 
the  age  of  87  years  in  1897.  They  had  a  family  of  eight  sons  and  three 
daughters.  John  Nelson  Mills  was  educated  in  a  grammar  school  and  subse¬ 
quently  learned  the  painter’s  trade,  which  he  followed  for  eighteen  years. 
Then  feeling  a  call  to  a  higher  life,  he  entered  the  ministry  of  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Canada.  He  entered  the  Montreal  Conference  in  1878,  continued  for 
two  years  there,  and  was  transferred  to  the  London  (Canada)  Conference, 
where  he  remained  two  years.  In  1882  he  came  to  the  States,  was  ordained  at 
Sheldon,  Iowa,  Oct.  1,  that  year,  and  became  a  member  of  the  Northwest  Iowa 
Conference,  a  relationship  in  which  he  continued  for  five  years.  During  that 
time  he  preached  first  in  the  Sioux  City  district,  then  going  to  Vail  and  after¬ 
ward  to  Newall.  Then  in  1887  he  was  transferred  to  the  West  Wisconsin  Con¬ 
ference.  In  this  state  he  was  successively  appointed  to  the  following  charges 
and  remained  in  each  for  the  length  of  time  stated:  Cuba  City,  three  years; 
South  Wayne,  one  year;  Shullsburg,  two  years;  Bloomington,  one  year;  Verona, 
two  years;  Merrimae,  one  year;  Delton,  two  years,  and  Sextonville,  one  year. 
Then,  in  1901,  he  moved  to  Rice  Lake,  his  present  home,  where  he  was  pastor 
for  two  years,  retiring  in  1903.  In  1902  he  bought  some  land  and  established 
his  present  home.  The  property  contains  three  acres  laid  out  in  city  lots  on  the 
west  bank  of  the  lake.  Of  the  fifteen  lots  contained  in  it,  thirteen  were  covered 
with  Indian  mounds.  Mr.  Mills  was  first  married  in  1863  to  Isabella  Edwards 
of  Canada,  who  died  in  1874.  By  her  he  had  one  son,  Herbert  B.,  now  living  in 
Portland,  Ore.  Herbert  is  married  and  has  had  three  children:  Ethel,  now 
Mrs.  Sidney  Prairie;  Wilbur,  now  living  in  Vancouver,  state  of  Washington, 
and  Nelson,  who,  while  serving  his  country  in  the  naval  training  camp  at 
Puget  Sound,  died  of  influenza.  On  July  23,  1884,  Rev.  John  N.  Mills  was 
married,  secondly,  in  Chatham,  Ontario,  Canada,  to  Mary  Orr,  daughter  of 
George  and  Jennie  (Russell)  Orr.  Her  father  was  of  Scotch-Irish  and  her 
mother  of  English  blood.  From  this  marriage  eight  children  were  born,  as 
follows:  Ethel  Rae,  May  14,  1885,  at  Vail,  Iowa.  She  married  Fred  C.  Frees 
and  lives  at  Willard,  Colo.  She  has  one  child,  Dorothy  Jane.  Russell  Orr,  born 
Nov.  23,  1886,  at  Newell,  Iowa,  married  Edna  Campbell,  and  has  two  children, 
John  Orr  and  Bernard  Amans.  He  and  his  family  reside  in  Duluth,  Minn. 
Willard  Mallalieu,  born  March  24,  1888,  at  Cuba  City,  Wis.,  is  serving  as  first 
sergeant  in  the  Marine  Corps.  Before  becoming  a  marine  he  served  two  en¬ 
listments  in  the  regular  army  at  Fort  Ward,  Wash.  While  in  this  service  he 
spent  one  year  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands.  From  the  regular  army  he  enlisted  in 
the  marines,  and  in  this  service  spent  four  years  in  Peking,  China,  in  the 
American  Legation.  From  there  he  went  to  the  Phillipines,  spending  one  year 
there.  He  re-enlisted  and  now  has  a  recruiting  office  in  Bellingham,  Wash. 


itized  by  Google 


246 


HISTORY  OF  BARRON  COUNTY 


John  Fletcher,  born  Nov.  27,  1889,  at  Cuba  City,  Wis.,  married  Lillian  Kempton 
and  his  home  is  in  Minneapolis,  Minn.  He  served  in  the  21st  Engineers,  in 
Company  E,  in  the  World  War.  Entering  the  service  in  September,  1917,  at 
Minneapolis,  he  sailed  for  France  in  the  following  December.  There  he  served 
nineteen  months,  returning  home  in  June,  1919.  Frederick  T.,  born  at  Shulls- 
burg,  Wis.,  Oct.  6,  1892,  married  Margaret  Carr,  and  has  one  child,  Margery 
Mary.  Their  home  is  in  Duluth.  He  entered  the  service  in  1918,  trained  at 
Camp  Dodge,  and  became  a  corporal  in  the  infantry.  George  Kellar,  born  May 
12,  1894,  at  Bloomington,  Wis.,  is  a  graduate  in  pharmacy  of  the  University  of 
Wisconsin,  and  is  now  proprietor  of  a  drug  store  in  Rice  Lake.  Ida  May,  born 
Sept.  19,  1898,  at  Merrimac,  Wis.,  died  August-  18  the  same  year.  Florence 
Ellinor,  born  May  1,  1901,  at  Sextonville,  Wis.,  married  Lloyd  Jasper  Frederick- 
son,  and  they  have  one  child,  Mary  Louise,  and  the  family  resides  at  Rice  Lake. 
Mr.  Frederickson  enlisted  June  1,  1917,  and  served  with  the  79th  Field 
Artillery,  Seventh  Division.  He  was  in  France  eleven  and  one  half  months, 
and  was  discharged  July  9,  1919.  Thus  the  Mills  family  and  its  connections 
show  an  excellent  record  for  patriotism  during  the  great  World  War. 

Joseph  Pettit,  a  pioneer  of  Fond  du  Lac  County,  this  state,  was  born  in 
Ireland,  and  as  a  young  man  came  to  America.  He  settled  in  Fond  du  Lac 
County,  in  the  early  days,  and  there  farmed  until  his  death,  Aug.  5,  1917.  His 
wife,  who  was  Mary  O’Riley,  of  Rhode  Island,  still  lives  in  Fond  du  Lac  County. 
In  the  family  there  are  eleven  children:  Mary,  Agnes,  Francis,  Eugene 
(deceased)  Louis  A.,  Mark,  Teresa,  Rosella,  Ambrose,  John  and  Aloysius. 

Louis  A.  Pettit,  of  Pettit  Brothers,  plumbing  and  heating,  was  born  in  Fond 
du  Lac  County,  Wis.,  Jan.  21,  1872,  son  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (O’Riley)  Pettit. 
He  was  educated  in  Springvale,  Wis.,  and  remained  on  the  home  farm  until 
nearly  of  age.  Then  he  spent  a  year  in  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  and  a  year  in  Canada, 
after  which  he  went  to  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  where  he  spent  three  years  learning 
the  plumbing  trade.  With  this  preparation  he  went  to  Minneapolis,  and  there 
followed  his  trade  six  years.  He  came  to  Rice  Lake  in  1903  and  opened  an 
establishment  at  202  Wilson  Avenue.  One  year  later  he  took  his  brother, 
Mark,  as  a  partner.  Mr.  Pettit  was  married  Dec.  10,  1902,  to  Anna  Mahar, 
who  died  Feb.  26,  1904,  leaving  a  son,  Eugene,  who  was  born  Feb.  21,  1904,  and 
is  now  attending  the  public  schools.  Aug.  20,  1909,  Mr.  Pettit  married 
Gertrude  Putrow,  who  was  born  May  8,  1883,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary 
(Nolan)  Putrow,  and  they  have  three  children:  Joseph  L.,  born  Sept.  12,  1910; 
Mary  G.,  born  May  5,  1916,  and  Audray  J.,  born  July  25,  1919.  John  Putrow 
was  born  in  Canada,  and  for  a  time  operated  a  bicycle  shop  and  tin  shop  in 
Rice  Lake.  In  1914  he  moved  to  Dubuque,  Iowa,  where  he  is  pattern  maker  for 
the  Brunswick  Phonograph  Co. 

Mark  Pettit,  of  Pettit  Brothers,  plumbing  and  heating,  Rice  Lake,  was  born 
in  Springvale,  Wis.,  April  21,  1877,  son  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (O’Riley)  Pettit. 
He  received  his  early  education  in  his  native  place,  and  in  1895  graduated 
from  the  High  School  at  Branton,  Wis.  Later  he  took  a  commercial  course  in 
the  Spencerian  Business  College  at  Milwaukee,  Wis.  For  several  years  he 
devoted  his  time  to  farming,  both  at  home  and  elsewhere.  In  1906  he  came  to 
Rice  Lake,  and  entered  into  partnership  with  his  brother,  Louis  A.,  he  being  the 
business  manager  of  his  firm,  while  his  brother  has  charge  of  the  mechanical 
work.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  St.  John’s  Court,  No.  1618,  Catholic 
Order  of  Foresters  and  Rev.  C.  F.  Schmit  Council,  No.  2137,  Knights  of 
Columbus,  and  has  held  office  in  both  of  these  lodges.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Catholic  Church.  Mr.  Pettit  was  married  Feb.  3,  1909,  in  New  York  City,  to 
Anna  Bastick,  born  in  Ireland,  April  28,  1878,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary 
(O’Keefe)  Bastick,  who  still  live  in  Ireland.  In  the  family  there  are  three 
more  sisters,  Mrs.  Kate  Liner,  of  Springvale,  Wis.;  Mrs.  Margaret  Rooney  of 
New  York  City,  and  Mrs.  Mary  Blair  of  that  city.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pettit  have 
two  children:  Agnes,  born  May  22,  1911,  and  Anne  born  Jan.  30,  1917. 

John  H.  Peterson,  connected  with  the  Ford  Garage  at  Rice  Lake,  was  born 
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on  a  farm  in  Rice  Lake  Township,  March  5,  1898,  son  of  Andrew  J.  and 
Christine  (Westerland)  Peterson,  both  natives  of  Sweden,  where  they  were 
married.  The  father  came  to  the  United  States  in  1893,  and  secured  employ¬ 
ment  with  the  Rice  Lake  Lumber  Co.,  in  Barron  County.  Four  years  later  his 
wife  joined  him.  Then  he  bought  eighty  acres  in  Stanley  Township,  and 
started  to  develop  a  farm.  Later  he  sold  forty,  leaving  forty  on  which  he  still 
conducts  general  farming.  He  and  his  wife  had  five  children:  Helma  (Mrs.  Ed. 
E.  Tackel,  of  Minneapolis),  John,  Ellen,  Bertha  and  Anna.  John  H.  was 
reared  on  the  home  farm  and  received  a  good  common  school  education.  He 
was  still  a  boy  when  he  started  out  for  himself  and  went  to  South  Dakota, 
where  he  was  employed  for  a  while  on  a  farm.  In  the  fall  of  1914  he  entered 
the  Omaha  Auto  School  at  Omaha,  Neb.,  and  thoroughly  mastered  the  automo¬ 
bile  business,  which  he  has  since  followed.  Since  1917  he  has  been  doing 
general  repair  work  for  the  Ford  garage  at  Rice  Lake.  He  is  a  good  workman 
and  stands  well  with  the  general  public.  Mr.  Peterson  \vas  married  Jan.  1, 
1920,  at  Rice  Lake,  to  Hazel  V.  Bergerson,  daughter  of  Edward  J.  and  Mary 
Bergerson,  natives  of  Sweden,  who  upon  coming  to  America,  settled  in 
Minnesota,  and  in  1902  located  in  Barron  county.  The  mother  died  in  1906, 
and  the  father  now  makes  his  home  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peterson.  In  the  family 
there  were  four  children :  Selma,  Ida,  Walter  and  Hazel.  Selma  married  Felex 
Le  Brie,  of  Hudson.  Ida  married  Dave  Enquist,  of  Rice  Lake.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Peterson  have  one  daughter. 

Ernest  J.  Favell,  D.  O.,  was  born  in  Macon,  Mo.,  May  17,  1870,  son  of 
Thomas  and  Angela  (Haste)  Favell.  He  attended  the  public  schools  and  took 
his  classical  studies  at  Ripon  College,  Ripon,  Wis.  Then  with  his  parents  he 
went  to  Superior,  Wis.,  and  was  associated  with  his  father  in  the  general 
mercantile  business  there.  In  1899,  however,  he  decided  to  enter  professional 
life,  and  with  this  end  in  view  he  matriculated  in  the  Northern  Institute 
of  Osteopathy  at  Minneapolis,  graduating  in  the  class  of  1901.  He  then  re¬ 
turned  to  Superior,  and  opened  offices  there  and  at  Duluth,  Minn.  At  the 
end  of  two  years  his  work  had  so  commended  itself  to  the  public,  and  the 
number  of  his  clients  grown  to  such  proportions,  that  he  was  unable  to  keep 
both  offices  open,  so  he  devoted  his  time  exclusively  to  the  Superior  office.  In 
1917,  he  decided  to  give  up  his  practice  there  and  establish  himself  in  a  smaller 
place  where  he  could  more  thoroughly  identify  himself  with  the  life  of  the 
community.  Accordingly  he  came  to  Rice  Lake,  and  established  his  offices  over 
the  Newberg  Clothing  Co.  on  Main  Street,  where  he  follows  his  profession  in 
all  its  branches.  He  has  a  large  clientele  and  has  made  many  friends  in  the 
community.  In  1920  he  purchased  a  pleasant  home  at  615  West  Marshall 
Street,  where  he  and  his  family  now  reside.  Dr.  Favell  was  married  Aug.  26, 
1909,  to  Inga  Maria  Olsen,  of  Portland,  Ore.,  born  at  Hayward,  Wis.,  Sept.  17, 
1885,  daughter  of  Edward  and  Christine  (Moe)  Olsen,  now  of  Sherwood,  Ore. 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Favell  have  four  children:  Madelyn,  born  Oct.  4,  1911;  Elton, 
born  Sept.  30,  1913;  James,  born  Nov.  26,  1915,  and  Thomas,  born  Jan.  23,  1919. 
The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

History  of  Osteopathy — Osteopathy  is  the  original  system  of  spinal 
adjustment.  It  was  discovered  by  Dr.  Andrew  Taylor  Still  in  1874.  There  are 
now  about  8,000  practicing  Osteopathic  physicians.  Their  system  of  practice 
is  designated  by  the  degree  D.  O.  (Doctor  of  Osteopathy)  conferred  by  Osteo¬ 
pathic  Colleges  in  contra  distinction  with  the  degree  M.  D.  conferred  by  medical 
colleges.  Osteopathy  is  the  science  of  the  structure  and  uses  of  all  parts 
of  the  human  body.  As  a  science  it  requires  the  most  intimate  knowledge  of 
anatomy,  physiology  and  diseases.  As  an  art  it  demands  the  highest  degree  of 
manipulative  skill.  Osteopathy  looks  upon  man  as  a  machine.  It  deals  with 
most  diseases  as  a  disorder  in  the  mechanics  of  the  body — that  is,  if  the  bones 
or  frame  work  is  kept  in  normal  position,  barring  accidents  and  contagious 
diseases  the  body  should  live  to  a  ripe  old  age,  provided  it  is  properly  fed, 
watered,  clothed,  exercised  and  rested.  Osteopathy  defines  health  as  the 
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perfect  flow  of  life’s  fluids — diseases  as  the  obstructed  flow.  Normal  nerve 
force  is  the  best  medicine  life  knows.  Pure  blood  is  the  best  germicide.  The 
key  note  of  Osteopathic  treatment  is  “adjustment.”  Osteopathy  is  accorded 
legal  recognition  in  every  state  in  the  United  States,  also  Canada.  Osteopathy 
is  equally  successful  in  the  treatment  of  both  acute  and  chronic  diseases.  Many 
surgical  operations  have  been  found  unnecessary  after  the  diagnosis  and  treat¬ 
ment  of  an  osteopathic  physician.  The  only  osteopathic  physician  in  Barron 
County  is  Ernest  John  Favell,  D.  O.,  who  has  had  21  years  successful 
practice.  Besides  a  general  practice,  Dr.  Favell  has  for  20  years,  made  a 
specialty  of  treating  rheumatism,  sciatica,  lumbago,  lame  back,  sick  headaches, 
stiflf  neck,  neuralgia,  bronchitis,  asthma,  St.  Vitus  dance,  hay  fever,  loss  of 
weight,  constipation,  stomach,  bowel,  liver  and  kidney  troubles,  gall  stones, 
appendicitis  (successfully  treated  without  operation),  nervous  prostration, 
and  all  spinal  and  nervous  diseases. 

Cyrille  Mercier,  of  the  firm  of  C.  Mercier  &  Son.,  woodworkers,  Rice  Lake, 
was  born  in  the  Province  of  Quebec,  Canada.  He  lost  his  parents  when  he  was 
young  and  was  reared  by  Peter  White  and  his  good  wife.  In  1878  he  went  to 
the  city  of  Quebec,  and  learned  the  cabinet  makers’  trade.  He  came  to  Rice 
Lake  in  1883,  and  did  general  carpenter  and  building  work  until  1889,  when 
he  erected  a  sawmill.  This  proved  a  success,  and  in  1916  he  branched  out 
along  broader  lines,  erecting  a  shop  in  which  he  makes  sash  and  doors,  and 
does  general  cabinet  work.  He  also  continues  as  a  'building  contractor, 
employing  several  carpenters.  Many  of  the  houses  in  Rice  Lake  and  vicinity 
are  tributes  to  the  skill  of  his  workmanship  and  honesty  of  his  dealings.  In 
1917,  his  son,  Charles,  a  painter  and  decorator,  was  admitted  to  the  firm.  Mr. 
Mercier  is  a  public  spirited  citizen  and  for  two  years  served  on  the  road  and 
bridge  committee  of  the  county.  He  is  an  active  member  of  the  Commercial 
Club.  Mr.  Mercier  was  married  Nov.  29,  1879,  in  Canada,  to  Melinda  Gagner, 
born  in  that  Dominion,  June  29,  1867,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Tairas 
(Fournier)  Gagner,  both  now  deceased.  To  this  union  have  been  born  twelve 
children.  Those  living  are  Arthur,  Victoria,  now  wife  of  Louis  Beaudrie,  of 
Rice  Lake;  Odeline,  of  Haugen,  this  county;  Charles,  in  partnership  with  his 
father;  Anna,  now  Mrs.  Earl  Lamler,  and  Archie  and  Fred,  who  live  in  Rice 
Lake.  The  five  deceased  are  Onias,  Albert,  Clara,  Leoni  and  one  who  died  un¬ 
named  in  infancy.  The  family  home  is  a  pleasant  residence  at  29  East  Evans 
street,  erected  in  1917. 

Charles  Mercier,  of  the  firm  of  C.  Mercier  &  Son,  woodworkers,  Rice  Lake, 
was  born  in  the  city  where  he  still  resides,  July  6,  1887,  son  of  Cyrille  and 
Melinda  (Gagner)  Mercier.  He  was  educated  in  Catholic  schools,  and  then 
learned  painting  and  paper  hanging.  This  he  followed  until  1917,  when  he 
entered  into  partnership  with  his  father.  His  experience  as  a  painter  and 
decorator  is  proving  an  important  factor  in  the  success  of  this  old  established 
business.  Mr.  Mercier  is  one  of  the  well  known  young  men  of  the  city,  and  is 
a  popular  member  of  the  Catholic  Foresters.  He  was  married  June  16,  1908, 
to  Delphine  Chartier,  born  March  8,  1891,  daughter  of  Senia  and  Helen 
Chartier,  natives  of  Canada,  who  now  reside  in  Rice  Lake.  In  the  Chartier 
family  there  are  14  children,  Albert,  Amos,  William,  John,  Edward,  Virginia, 
Arthur,  Selina,  Eva,  Lina,  Delphine,  Alma,  Emeline  and  Louis,  of  whom  the 
three  last  mentioned  are  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mercier  have  six  chil¬ 
dren.  Irene,  born  Oct.  5,  1910;  Jeanette,  Dec.  17,  1911;  Elaine,  Dec.  17,  1915; 
Lucille,  April  28,  1917;  De  Wayne,  July  21,  1918,  and  Wallis,  Feb.  4,  1921.  The 
family  faith  is  that  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

The  Hammond-Olsen  Lumber  Co.,  Inc.,  Rice  Lake,  is  the  only  lumber  com¬ 
pany  near  the  Omaha  railway  station,  is  located  at  the  corner  of  Cornell  and 
Evans  streets,  where  the  premises  cover  a  full  city  block,  with  additional  land 
along  the  railroad  track  where  are  the  coal  sheds  and  other  storage  sheds.  The 
main  plant  comprises  two  lumber  sheds  with  lean-to,  extending  200  feet  in 
length  with  a  capacity  of  over  half  a  million  feet.  There  is  an  additional 
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storage  shed,  50  feet  square,  for  storing  sash,  doors,  house  finish,  screens  and 
roofiing,  and  an  extra  sash  and  door  house  along  the  railroad  and  on  the 
Omaha  right-of-way,  with  coal  sheds  adjoining,  as  well  as  lime  and  cement 
sheds.  At  the  upper  yard,  north  of  Knapp  street  and  west  of  the  railroad  track, 
on  the  spur,  is  another  storage  warehouse  for  storing  wall-board,  extra  roof¬ 
ing  and  other  specialties.  There  is  also  an  open  coal  shed  on  the  other  spur 
track,  with  room  for  ten  cars.  The  plant  as  a  whole  is  the  largest  in  this 
line  in  the  city  of  Rice  Lake  and  the  company  carries  the  largest  stock  of 
building  material  in  the  city,  comprising  all  grades  of  lumber,  including 
Wisconsin  and  Minnesota  white  pine  and  hemlock,  hard  maple  flooring,  white 
cedar  posts  and  shingles  from  Michigan,  fir  lumber  of  all  grades,  and  red 
cedar  shingles  from  western  coast  states,  and  redwood  from  California.  Most 
of  the  lumber  supplies  are  received  in  car-lots,  as  well  as  doors,  sash  and 
house  finish  from  factories  at  Duluth  and  Minneapolis.  The  company  also 
handles  Portland  cement  in  car  lots,  especially  the  Universal  and  Medusa 
brands  from  Duluth.  Steelton,  Minnesota  and  Buffington,  Ind.;  gypsum  pro¬ 
ducts,  including  plaster  and  wall  board  from  Fort  Dodge,  Iowa;  tile  products 
from  Mason  City,  Iowa;  brick  from  Menomonie  and  Stanley,  Wis.,  and  build¬ 
ing  paper  and  roofing  from  the  Twin  Cities.  The  company  has  supplied  the 
building  material  for  a  large  number  of  buildings  in  Rice  Lake  and  the  sur¬ 
rounding  country,  within  a  radius  of  ten  to  fifteen  miles.  In  connection  with 
its  building  material,  this  company  also  has  a  good  country  trade  in  the 
Hunt-Helm-Ferris  Company’s  line  of  barn  equipment,  and  in  the  King  Venti¬ 
lating  System  for  barns  and  creameries.  The  company  makes  a  .specialty  of 
building  houses  with  modern  conveniences  and  selling  them  on  installments. 
On  this  plan  some  fifteen  houses  have  been  built  and  others  are  constantly 
in  the  course  of  construction.  The  company  also  deals  in  real  estate,  and 
owns  many  building  lots  in  settled  parts  of  the  city  as  well  as  a  whole  tract 
of  20  acres  suitable  for  building  purposes  within  the  city  limits.  In  addition 
to  the  business  in  Rice  Lake  the  company  has  a  well-equipped  lumber  plant 
and  stock  of  builder’s  hardware  at  Savona,  Washburn  County,  Wis.,  carrying 
a  good  stock  of  all  building  material  for  the  demand  of  the  trade  throughout 
that  section.  All  the  advantages  of  the  Rice  Lake  yard  are  at  the  service  of 
the  Sarona  yard.  The  Sarona  Lumber  Company  constructs  houses  and  barns 
and  furnishes  plans  and  all  information  required.  The  employes  are  trust¬ 
worthy  and  alert,  and  at  the  service  of  the  public.  The  business  was 
establish  as  a  co-partnership  by  the  Hammond-Chandler  Lumber  Company  in 
1910,  in  1915  was  incorporated  with  a  capital  stock  of  $100,000.00.  In  Novem¬ 
ber,  1920,  it  was  succeeded  by  the  Hammond-Olsen  Lumber  Company,  Inc.,  and 
the  capital  stock  was  increased  to  $125,000.00.  The  present  officers  are  E.  S. 
Hammond,  president;  A.  V.  Olsen,  secretary  and  manager.  The  president,  E. 
S.  Hammond,  was  the  founder  of  the  business  and  has  had  forty-seven  years 
experience  in  handling  logs,  lumbering  and  cruising  timber,  both  in  northern 
Wisconsin  and  California,  being  widely  acquainted  with  the  lumber  trade 
throughout  this  part  of  the  state.  The  secretary  and  manager,  A.  V.  Olsen, 
has  had  seven  years  experience  in  connection  with  this  company.  J.  E.  Ricker- 
man,  formerly  of  the  Rice  Lake  Lumber  Co.,  has  purchased  an  active  interest 
in  the  business.  His  knowledge,  pleasing  and  capable  methods  of  handling 
the  trade  is  beyond  question.  Ole  Foss,  manager  of  the  Sarona  yard  has  also 
had  long  experience.  The  service  this  company  has  to  give  and  does  give 
with  these  experienced  officers  is  worthy  of  notice  and  is  a  large  asset  to  a 
prospective  builder  or  home  getter,  whether  on  the  farm  or  in  the  city.  The 
output  from  the  Rice  Lake  yard  for  1920  was  $164,084.80  and  of  the  Sarona 
yard  $47,727.97,  making  a  combined  output  of  nearly  $212,000,  with  an 
additional  business  of  $20,000.00  in  real  estate.  The  sales  in  all  lines  are 
rapidly  increasing  from  year  to  year.  E.  S.  Hammond  has  been  a  resident  of 
Rice  Lake  since  the  fall  of  1906,  and  in  September,  1909  in  company  with  E. 
Craite,  purchased  twenty-nine  acres  south  of  Knapp  street,  and  west  of  the 
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Omaha  railway,  where  he  platted  Hammond's  addition.  In  November,  1911, 
he  purchased  and  platted  120  acres  north  of  Knapp  street,  known  as  Ham* 
mond  &  Craite’s  addition,  all  in  the  city  limits.  Since  that  time  some  of  the 
best  residences  in  the  city  have  been  erected  on  this  property,  which  is  fast 
becoming  one  of  the  finest  residence  sections  of  the  city. 

Eleazer  S.  Hammond,  logger,  cruiser,  agriculturist,  real  estate  developer 
and  retail  lumberman,  president  of  the  Hammond-Olsen  Lumber  Co.,  Inc., 
Rice  Lake,  and  known  by  his  friends  as  Lee  Hammond,  “King  of  Loggers”, 
was  born  at  Andover,  Province  of  New  Brunswick,  Canada,  Nov.  19,  1855, 
son  of  Archaleus  Sylvester  and  Sarah  Elizabeth  (Wright)  Hammond.  His 
mother  died  when  he  was  seven  years  of  age  and  for  about  a  year  and  a  half 
thereafter  he  lived  with  his  Uncle  Burpee  at  the  small  village  of  Florence- 
ville.  His  education,  while  in  Canada  was  received  in  that  hamlet  and  at 
Grand  Falls,  in  the  same  Province.  In  the  fall  of  1864  his  father  brought  him 
to  the  State  of  Maine.  That  and  the  following  winter  were  spent  in  the 
woods  with  his  father  and  in  the  fall  of  1866  came  to  Oshkosh,  Wis.,  thence 
in  1867  to  Eau  Claire,  with  the  exceptions  of  the  summer  of  1883,  when  he 
was  in  California,  he  continued  to  live  until  the  fall  of  1902,  when  he  moved 
to  Merriam  Park,  Minn.  In  1903  he  moved  to  Frederic,  Polk  County,  Wis., 
where  he  logged  in  five  years  a  64,000,000  tract  of  hardwood.  The  fall  of  1906 
he  moved  to  Rice  Lake,  where  he  now  resides.  He  was  first  taken  into  the 
Maine  forests  by  his  father  in  the  fall  of  1864,  when  he  was  nine  years 
old,  and  he  has  since  followed  the  woods  for  forty-seven  years,  sum¬ 
mers  and  winters,  cruising  and  logging.  His  experiences  have  been  many 
and  varied.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  had  charge  of  timber  cruisers  locating 
land  on  the  Flambeau  and  Chippewa  Rivers,  who  were  receiving  from  $3.50  to 
$6.00  a  day.  He  was  then  his  own  master,  and  legally  entitled  to  hold  property 
in  his  own  name.  At  nineteen  he  was  foreman  of  a  logging  camp  crew  of  forty 
men.  He  was  still  a  young  man  when  he  was  offered  $6,000.00  annual  salary 
to  take  charge  of  certain  lumber  interests  in  Arkansas  and  a  little  later  he  was 
offered  $10,000  salary  as  manager  of  large  lumber  interests  in  Washington 
state.  But  he  refused  both  of  these  flattering  offers,  by  reason  of  the  fact 
that  he  has  found  his  abilities  are  better  employed  in  his  own  interests  and 
he  does  not  like  the  idea  of  hiring  out.  Mr.  Hammond  has  had  many  thrilling 
adventures  in  the  course  of  his  eventful  career.  On  the  Chippewa  and  Flam¬ 
beau  waters,  where  he  has  operated  both  as  a  cruiser  and  a  logger,  he  is 
familiar  with  many  a  crook  and  turn.  He  has  followed  both  these  rivers  from 
mouth  to  source,  poling  a  log  canoe,  camping  out  and  living  on  tea,  crackers, 
fish,  flour,  saleratus,  pork  and  sugar.  He  has  also  cruised  redwood  and  fir 
in  California.  He  has  cooked,  handled  the  cant-hook,  served  as  camp  fore¬ 
man,  in  fact  has  done  everything  pertaining  to  the  getting  of  standing  timber 
to  the  mill  where  it  may  be  made  into  the  sawed  lumber.  As  an  operator  he 
never  had  a  serious  strike  among  his  employees,  showing  that  he  is  a  master 
of  the  art  of  handling  men.  Scores  of  men  have  worked  for  him  from  six  to 
eighteen  years.  From  the  beginning  of  his  career  in  the  woods  he  has  advo¬ 
cated  good  camps,  fair  pay,  good  food,  common  sense,  forethought  as  to  needs, 
and  an  honest  social  feeling  between  man  and  man.  Among  his  best  friends 
are  the  old-time  lumberjacks,  whom  he  describes  as  being  “as  good  a  class  of 
men  as  God  ever  gave  breath.”  He  was  reared  with  them,  worked  with  them, 
suffered  with  them,  enjoyed  their  company  and  even  fought  a  good  many  battles 
with  them.  In  thinking  over  these  events  he  says  “The  life  of  a  real  logger  is 
as  thrilling  a  one  as  can  be  imagined  and  encompasses  nearly  every  experience 
of  human  existence  in  the  rough.”  There  are  few  modes  of  conveyance  that 
Mr.  Hammond  has  not  used  at  one  time  or  another.  On  the  rivers  he  has 
operated  birch  bark  canoes,  bateaux,  rafts  and  steamboats.  On  the  land  he 
has  blazed  logging  roads,  and  has  driven  oxen,  horses,  mules  and  men.  He  is 
an  expert  motorist,  and  humorously  states  that  he  may  even  yet  try  the 
aeroplane  and  the  submarine.  It  is  claimed  by  his  friends  that  so  far  as  is 
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known  here  in  Wisconsin,  Mr.  Hammond  has  the  distinction  of  having  logged 
the  largest  amount  of  logs  in  one  winter  on  ice  roads  to  be  found  on  record, 
as  well  as  of  having  hauled  at  one  of  his  camps  the  largest  load  of  logs  ever 
hauled  over  an  ice  road.  On  Lost  and  Tea  Lakes,  Sawyer  County,  Wisconsin, 
in  the  five  years  from  1891  to  1896  he  logged  respectively,  seventeen,  twenty- 
two,  twenty-nine,  forty  and  seventeen  million  feet  of  logs.  It  was  with  the 
forty  million  that  he  touched  the  high  mark  in  the  amount  of  logs  logged  by 
one  operator  over  ice  roads  on  logging  sleighs  at  seven  camps,  with  distances 
to  haul  from  one-half  to  seven  miles.  All  logs  were  landed  on  lakes — ice 
landing.  Snow-drifts  and  loads  breaking  through  the  ice  were  some  of  the 
troubles  he  was  forced  to  encounter.  Oct.  28,  1908  he  signed  a  contract  with 
the  J.  S.  Stearns  Lumber  Co.  of  Odonah,  Wis.  On  March  28,  1909  there  were 
27,000,000  feet  of  logs  on  the  landing,  the  logging  of  which  brought  Mr.  Ham¬ 
mond  a  cash  profit  of  $30,000.00.  It  was  during  this  contract  that  he  hauled 
to  the  landing  the  record-breaking  load.  This  contract  when  first  signed 
stated  14,000,000  feet  as  the  amount.  However,  the  company  kept  after  him  to 
increase  the  amount.  Mr.  Hammond  accepted  and  finally  27,000,000  feet  were 
logged.  An  incident  occurred  at  that  time  which  goes  to  show  how  the  com¬ 
pany  sized  up  the  situation  at  the  time  of  signing  the  contract.  That  evening 
one  of  the  employees  remarked,  "You  have  the  logging  up  among  the  hills?” 
Hammond  replied,  “Yes.”  At  this  reply  he  noticed  a  flash  pass  over  the  em¬ 
ployee’s  face  and  Hammond  read  this  flash  to  say,  you  are  up  against  a  hard 
proposition.  Mr.  Mercier,  woods  manager  for  the  company,  remarked  to 
another  party,  “This  Hammond  has  a  good  outfit,  but  when  spring  comes  we 
will  have  it.”  However,  when  spring  came  Mr.  Hammond  was  still  the  owner 
of  the  kit  and  $30,000.00  to  the  good.  Mr.  Hammond’s  experience  with  steam 
tugs  has  also  been  interesting.  In  the  spring  of  1891  he  built  a  steam  tug  on 
the  shore  of  Lost  Lake,  Sawyer  County,  Wis.,  21  miles  from  Hayward.  Captain 
Garrison,  an  old  Mississippi  River  captain  and  engineer,  superintended  the 
work,  assisted  by  H.  C.  (“Big  Hans”)  Hanson,  of  Eau  Claire,  and  Andrew 
Forness.  The  boat  was  not  very  handsome  but  could  do  the  work.  It  was  64 
by  14  feet  in  size,  made  of  tamarack  “knees”  taken  from  the  swamps.  On 
these  knees,  planks  were  spiked  and  the  hull  calked,  bottom  side  up.  When  this 
was  completed  the  hull  had  to  be  turned  over.  The  builder  said  it  could  not 
be  done  without  breaking  it.  Mr.  Hammond  turned  it  over  with  chains,  tackle 
and  oxen,  and  on  a  Sunday,  and  did  not  break  a  plank  or  draw  a  nail.  This  tug 
had  a  five-foot  steel  shaft  on  which  were  attached  paddle  wheels  ten  feet  in 
diameter.  When  not  towing  an  inch  and  a  half  manilla  rope,  1,800  feet  long, 
was  used  on  a  “nigger”  erected  on  the  bow.  The  tug  was  scow  built  and  could 
jump  boom  sticks.  Often  in  passing  from  one  lake  to  another — through 
thorofare — with  the  aid  of  twelve  to  twenty  men,  the  boat  could  go  slowly 
through  a  boom  of  from  two  to  four  million  feet  of  logs  and  come  safely  out 
on  the  other  side.  Mr.  Hammond  owned  this  tug  for  five  years.  He  also 
operated  inland  towing  steam  tugs  three  years  on  Pike  and  Round  Lakes,  Price 
County,  this  state.  Fifty-two  million  feet  were  towed  across  these  lakes  dur¬ 
ing  the  month  of  May,  ready  for  the  main  river  drive.  Many  nights  he  has 
eaten  his  supper  at  11  P.  M.  and  his  breakfast  at  2  A.  M.,  following  this 
schedule  day  after  day,  so  long  as  the  wind  was  favorable  to  handling  the  logs 
on  the  lakes  in  his  log  driving  operations.  Capt.  C.  H.  Henry,  head  overseer 
of  all  the  Chippewa  Logging  Co.'s  drives  said  it  could  not  be  done.  Neverthe¬ 
less,  it  was  accomplished  by  this  man  Hammond.  He  drove  the  logs  across 
the  lakes  so  fast  and  sleuced  them  through  the  dam  that  the  river  was  plugged 
full  of  logs  and  Mr.  Henry  asked  Mr.  Hammond  to  let  up.  Hammond  told  Mr. 
Henry  that  he  was  not  big  enough  for  the  job  and  to  feed  his  men  better,  pay 
more  wages  and  he  could  drive  logs  faster.  Mr.  Hammond  has  consistently 
voted  the  Republican  ticket.  At  Eau  Claire  he  was  offered  the  nomination  as 
Mayor  and  a3  a  member  of  either  house  of  the  Assembly.  He  refused  all  three 
because  he  believes  that  business  and  politics  do  not  go  well  together,  and  he 
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feels  that  there  are  higher  honors  for  him  in  lumber  than  there  would  be  in 
statecraft.  He  did,  however,  consent  to  serve  as  an  alderman  of  Eau  Claire 
for  four  years.  When  he  went  on  the  council  he  was  not  accustomed  to  speak¬ 
ing  in  public  and  not  a  single  man  on  his  side  was  a  good  talker.  On  the 
other  side  was  a  lawyer,  a  doctor,  a  graduate  of  an  English  University  and 
a  newspaper  man,  but  Mr.  Hammond  made  his  presence  strongly  felt  and 
within  two  years  two  of  the  members  of  the  council  had  been  voted  out  and 
another  had  been  subdued.  The  Progressive  element  to  which  Mr.  Hammond 
belonged,  pushed  through  a  brick  paving  ordinance,  purchased  a  rock-crusher 
and  advocated  the  construction  of  macadam  streets  and  the  building  of  the 
big  steel  bridge  across  the  Chippewa  river  on  Grand  avenue,  all  of  which  was 
accomplished.  This  was  the  starting  point  of  Eau  Claire’s  change  from  a  town 
of  saw-dust,  shingle  shaving,  crumbling  cedar  block  streets  to  a  live,  pro¬ 
gressive  and  well  paved  city.  To  celebrate  the  event,  Mayor  Douglas  and  Mr. 
Hammond  planned  a  big  street  fair  for  the  city.  Thousands  swarmed  to  the 
city;  people  slept  on  the  sidewalks  and  the  week  was  given  over  to  merriment. 
The  stone  crusher  was  in  operation  constructing  macadam  streets.  General 
Harrison  was  present  from  Washington,  D.  C.,  lecturing  on  good  roads.  The 
whole  event  was  one  which  the  old  timers  will  never  forget.  This  fair  was 
educational  as  to  progress  in  good  roads  and  beautifying  the  city,  together 
with  good  clean  sport.  The  public  was  invited  to  have  a  good  time,  but  strict 
orders  were  given  that  they  must  behave,  and  they  did  have  a  good  time  and 
they  did  behave,  although  there  were  thirty-seven  saloons  in  full  blast.  Not 
one  arrest  was  made  during  the  fair,  nor  were  any  complaints  of  roughness 
received.  The  idea  was  that  orders  were  issued  and  they  had  to  be  obeyed 
and  they  were  obeyed.  Since  coming  to  Rice  Lake,  Mr.  Hammond  has  been 
active  in  its  development,  and  aside  from  building  up  the  Hammond-Olsen 
Lumber  Company,  Inc.,  he  has  platted  Hammond’s  addition  of  twenty-nine 
acres  and  Hammond  and  Craites’  addition  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres. 
Through  his  company  he  has  also  made  it  possible  for  many  people  to  build 
and  own  homes  on  easy  terms.  Unbiased  people  say  he  has  given  away  more 
free  meals,  more  free  beds  and  created  more  homes  for  poor  people  than  any 
man  in  Barron  County.  He  has  sold  lots  to  people  that  did  not  have  a  dollar  to 
pay  down  on  purchase  price  and  furnished  them  material  to  build  a  home  on 
the  same  terms.  Mr.  Hammond  made  arrangements  with  Lee  Brothers  in 
October,  1911,  to  move  their  band-saw  mill  from  Reserve,  on  Couderay  Reser¬ 
vation,  to  Rice  Lake  and  kept  this  mill  supplied  with  logs  for  five  years.  Also, 
furnished  the  Chas.  Mercier  mill  with  logs  two  years.  Also,  erected  a  planing 
mill  with  band  re-saw — three  surfaces  dry  kiln.  This  mill  was  operated  eight 
years  and  then  sold.  During  these  eight  years  he  gave  steady  employment  to 
100  men  for  about  eight  months  of  the  year  at  Rice  Lake  alone,  outside  of  his 
logging  operations.  All  this  goes  to  show  what  Mr.  Hammond  has  done  for 
Rice  Lake  since  moving  there.  All  in  all,  Mr.  Hammond  is  a  splendid  type  of 
the  Northwestern  lumberman,  strong  of  body,  keen  and  quick  of  mind,  prepared 
to  meet  all  emergencies,  a  believer  in  fair  play,  gentle  and  considerate  in  all 
circumstances,  but  prepared  for  rough  and  ready  treatment  of  those  of  rough 
and  ready  conduct.  He  has  seen  the  hard  side  of  the  development  of  the 
Northwest  and  has  taken  his  share  in  it.  A  book  of  his  experiences  would 
not  only  prove  a  story  of  interesting  adventure,  but  would  be  an  inspiration  to 
the  youth  of  the  present  generation.  Mr.  Hammond  has  strong  beliefs  on  all 
public  questions.  He  believes  that  we  should  secure  more  service  for  the 
amount  expended  both  for  government  and  for  labor ;  that  schools  and  the  state 
should  be  maintained  at  decreased  cost  and  increased  efficiency;  that  the  in¬ 
come  tax  should  be  abolished  as  it  injures  business  efficiency;  that  passenger 
and  freight  rates  should  be  normal;  that  money  should  be  made  available  at  a 
reasonable  rate  of  interest  to  the  farmer,  as  the  farmer  is  our  foundation; 
that  good  highways  are  the  arteries  of  business  through  which  flow  the  life 
blood  of  commerce  and  that  they  should  be  kept  open  through  the  winter 
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months.  At  sixty-five  he  is  alert  and  active,  constantly  on  the  go,  full  of 
energy  and  believes  that  he  will  pass  to  the  Great  Beyond  at  a  ripe  old  age 
with  his  mind  active  to  the  last  moment.  His  motto  is  “Treat  your  neighbor  as 
you  would  like  to  be  treated.  Fear  God  and  take  your  part.”  Fraternally  he 
is  a  Commandery  Mason.  Mr.  Hammond  was  married  Sept.  9,  1884,  at  Eau 
Claire,  to  Sarah  Adaline  Hower,  born  at  Bainterstown,  Ind.,  Feb.  15,  1864, 
daughter  of  George  and  Esther  Hower.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  two 
children:  Ruth  Adaline  and  Mary  Elizabeth.  Ruth  Adaline  was  born  in  Eau 
Claire,  Wis.,  Nov.  3,  1885,  and  was  educated  there  and  in  St.  Paul,  Minn.  She 
was  married  at  Rice  Lake,  May  8,  1907,  to  Roy  C.  Chandler.  Mary  Elizabeth 
was  born  at  Eau  Claire,  July  2,  1891,  and  was  educated  at  Frederic  and  Rice 
Lake.  She  was  married  at  Rice  Lake,  May  8,  1907,  to  Abner  Victor  Olsen. 
Archaleus  Sylvester  Hammond,  lumberman,  father  of  E.  S.  Hammond,  was 
born  of  English  parents,  Oct.  14,  1831  on  the  St.  John’s  River,  five  miles  below 
Andover,  Province  of  New  Brunswick,  Canada.  His  father  was  a  Baptist 
clergyman,  who  also  devoted  a  part  of  his  life  to  fanning.  A.  S.  Hammond 
married  Sarah  Elizabeth  Wright,  whose  parents  were  farmers.  She  died  May 
3,  1863.  In  1864  he  came  to  the  States,  and  after  living  in  Maine  for  two  years, 
came  to  Wisconsin.  He  died  Jan.  15,  1898.  He  and  his  wife  had  four  children. 
Charlotte  Elizabeth  was  born  Feb.  21,  1853  and  died  in  Seattle,  Wash.,  Jan.  6, 
1915.  Eleazer  Slocum  was  born  Nov.  19,  1865,  and  is  a  Rice  Lake  lumberman. 
Archaleus  Sylvester,  Jr.,  was  born  Oct.  8,  1858,  and  died  Dec.  14,  1902.  Fred¬ 
eric  Lawrence  was  born  Jan.  7,  1863,  and  is  now  living  in  the  State  of 
Washington. 

Ole  H.  Oien,  Rice  Lake,  who  has  been  identified  with  the  lumbering  indus¬ 
try  of  this  region  for  some  three  decades,  is  a  solid,  substantial  citizen  of  even 
temperament  and  good  judgment,  and  is  held  in  the  highest  regard  by  all  who 
know  him.  He  was  born  in  Norway  Sept.  20,  1870,  the  son  of  Hendrick  Tilseth 
and  Sigred  Oien,  taking  the  ancient  and  honored  name  of  his  mother’s  family.  In 
his  native  country  he  received  a  good  education  and  was  reared  to  farm  pur¬ 
suits.  In  1891  he  came  to  America  and  located  at  once  in  Rice  Lake,  where  he 
took  up  lumbering  and  sawmill  work  for  the  Rice  Lake  Lumber  Co.,  specializing 
in  grading  and  scaling,  at  which  lie- became  an^ acknowledged  authority.  In 
this  employ  he  remaind  for  over  a  quartej^f  a  century,  winning  the  high 
regard  of  those  for  whom  he  worked.  Subsequently  for  two  years  he  was 
employed  by  the  E.  S.  Hammond  Lumber  Co.  at  Rice  Lake,  after  which 
he  practically  retired.  He  and  his  family  are  members  of  the  Norwegian 
Lutheran  Church.  He  is  a  memberiof  the  Scandinavian  Society,  while  his 
wife  belongs  to  the  woman’s  branch  of  that  order  and  to  the  woman’s  auxiliary 
of  the  American  Legion,  she  being  one  of  the  war  mothers,  who  gave  two  sons 
on  her  country’s  altar.  Mr.  Oien  was  married  March  31,  1894,  to  Matilda 
Aageson,  who  was  born  in  Trondhjem,  Norway,  May  2l,  1871,  daughter  of 
Peter  and  Christina  Aageson.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Oien  have  had  seven  children: 
Severin  P.,  Carl  J.,  Minnie,  Gladys,  Oscar,  Lillian  and  Minnie.  Of  the  two 
sons  who  went  into  action  in  France,  one  never  returned  and  the  other  died 
from  the  effects  of  his  experiences  there — truly  a  most  excellent  record  of  a 
patriotic  family.  Severin  P.  was  born  Feb.  11,  1895,  was  a  veteran  of  the 
Mexican  mobilization  and  of  the  World  War,  and  died  from  the  effect  of  dis¬ 
abilities  Jan.  19,  1921.  Carl  J.  was  born'March  10,  1896,  and  died  in  France 
from  the  results  of  wounds  Oct.  13,  1918.  Minnie  was  born  Sept.  20,  1898,  and 
died  a  few  months  later.  Gladys  was  born  Jan.  1,  1900,  and  is  .residing  at 
home.  Like  her  mother  she  is  a  member  of  the  woman’s  branches  of  the 
Scandinavian  Society  and  of  the  American  Legion.  Oscar,  born  May  18,  1903, 
Lillian,  born  Jan.  28,  1908,  and  Minnie,  born  Sept.  15,  1910,  are  at  home.  The 
family  is  highly  respected  throughout  the  community. 

Severine  Palmer  Oien,  the  first  veteran  of  the  World  War  to  die  in  Rice 
Lake,  was  born  in  this  city  Feb.  11,  1895,  and  passed  through  the  graded 
and  high  schools.  He  had  only  just  attained  his  majority  when,  in  March,  1916, 
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he  enlisted  in  Company  A,  Tenth  Separate  Battalion,  Wisconsin  National 
Guards.  He  served  in  the  Mexican  border  mobilization,  and  a  short  time  after 
his  return  was  again  called  into  service  with  his  company  to  guard  bridges 
and  railroads  in  this  state  and  in  Minnesota.  After  the  United  States  entered 
the  World  War  he  was  sent  to  a  training  camp  at  Waco,  Texas,  and  went  over¬ 
seas  with  the  32d  Division.  There  he  saw  much  active  service.  For  a  time  he 
was  in  Company  A,  121st  Machine  Gun  Battalion  and  for  a  time  he  was  detailed 
to  drive  supply  wagons  to  the  front  under  heavy  fire.  He  was  four  times 
invalided,  twice  with  the  influenza,  once  from  the  effects  of  gassing,  and 
once  from  foot  troubles,  but  was  with  his  company  in  all  its  principal  engage¬ 
ments.  His  Victory  medal  bore  four  battle  clasps.  In  1919  he  was  returned 
to  the  States,  and  in  May  of  that  year  was  duly  discharged  at  Camp  Grant, 
Rockford,  Ill.  He  then  returned  home.  But  his  lungs  had  suffered  too  severely 
for  human  endurance,  and  he  died  Jan.  19,  1921,  as  truly  a  victim  of  the  war 
as  he  would  have  been  had  he  died  on  the  battlefield.  At  his  funeral  he  was 
given  military  honors  by  the  Edgar  Eubanks  Post,  American  Legion,  of  which 
he  was  a  faithful  member.  At  the  time  of  his  death  it  was  said  of  him: 
“Severin  Palmer  Oien  was  held  in  the  highest  esteem  by  all  but  especially  by 
his  comrades  who  knew  him  best.  Of  quiet  disposition,  he  won  favor  by  his 
willing  way  of  undertaking  the  tasks  that  fell  to  his  lot,  however  disagreeable, 
and  his  faithfulness  to  duty  was  unwavering.  He  died  as  he  had  fought, 
calmly  and  with  complete  faith  in  God.” 

Carl  J.  Oien  was  one  of  his  country’s  heroes  who  will  ever  be  held  in 
honored  and  loving  remembrance.  He  gave  his  life  for  his  country,  and  his 
name  is  inscribed  upon  the  country’s  roll  of  honor.  Born  in  Rice  Lake  March 
10,  1896,  he  was  here  reared,  and  here  received  his  education  in  the  graded  and 
high  schools.  He  was  inducted  into  the  United  States  service  Sept.  17,  1917, 
trained  at  Camp  Grant,  Rockford,  Ill.,  and  went  overseas  with  Company  C, 
First  Division.  With  his  comrades,  he  was  sent  into  the  terrible  slaughter  of 
the  Argonne  Forest,  and  was  wounded  while  valiantly  doing  his  duty  as  a 
good  soldier.  He  died  in  France  Oct.  13,  1918,  and  is  laid  at  rest  in  the  soil 
which  the  blood  of  such  as  he  has  forever  hallowed. 

Joseph  M.  Paul,  tinsmith  of  Rice  Lake,  was  born  at  Sun  Prairie,  Wis., 
Sept.  19,  1882,  son  of  Michael  and  Mary  (Mattecheck)  Paul,  the  former  of 
whom  died  in  1916  and  the  latter  still  living.  Joseph  M.  received  his  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  common  schools  and  remained  at  home  until  nearly  attaining  his 
majority.  Then  he  went  to  Webster,  S.  D.,  where  he  learned  the  tinsmith’s 
trade  which  he  there  followed  until  1909.  In  that  year  he  came  to  Rice  Lake, 
where  he  was  employed  for  some  two  years  by  the  Goettsche  &  Frank  Hard¬ 
ware  Co.  and  for  about  six  years  by  the  West  Hardware  Co.  In  1915  he  estab¬ 
lished  his  present  business.  He  does  general  tin  work,  welding  and  vul¬ 
canizing,  and  makes  a  specialty  of  installing  heating  plants,  having  the  agency 
for  the  Lenox  “Torrid  Zone”  heaters  and  the  Waterman  &  Waterbury  all-steel 
heaters.  His  aim  is  to  satisfy  his  customers  as  to  quality,  workmanship  and 
prices,  and  working  with  this  aim  in  view  he  has  built  up  for  himself  a  profit¬ 
able  business.  When  he  first  opened  his  establishment  he  had  his  place  of 
business  in  the  old  Eubanks  Building.  In  1918  he  moved  to  his  present  quarters 
at  217  North  Main  street,  where  he  has  a  plant  fully  equipped  with  machinery 
and  tools  for  the  handling  of  his  constantly  increasing  trade.  The  plant 
employs  from  two  to  three  men  the  year  around,  and  Mr.  Paul  gives  it  his 
personal  attention.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  and 
the  Beavers.  His  pleasant  home,  brightened  by  the  happy  faces  of  six  chil¬ 
dren,  is  at  35  East  Eau  Claire  street.  Mr.  Paul  was  married  in  April,  1908,  to 
Jennie  M.  Robb,  of  Watertown,  S.  D.,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Abe  Robb.  The 
children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paul  are  Maurice,  Dorothy,  Floyd,  Harlow,  Herbert 
and  Ralph.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr. 
Paul  is  interested  in  the  general  growth  of  the  city  and  has  allied  himself  with 
the  Commercial  Club. 
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William  D.  Prince,  of  the  firm  of  Ross  &  Prince,  draymen,  was  born  at 
Bloomer,  Chippewa  County,  Wis.,  May  17,  1883,  the  son  of  George  F.  and 
Ellen  (Dawson)  Prince.  He  came  to  Barron  County  as  a  boy  and  attended 
the  graded  schools  and  the  high  school  of  Rice  Lake.  He  started  his  own 
career  at  the  age  of  sixteen  and  for  several  years  thereafter  was  variously 
employed.  In  1910  he  crossed  the  States  to  the  Pacific  coast,  then  came  back  to 
Montana  and  Dakota  where  he  farmed.  In  1914  he  returned  to  Rice  Lake  and 
entered  the  employ  of  the  flour  and  feed  mill  of  the  Hartel  Morrison  Co., 
remaining  with  them  two  years.  In  1916  he  started  work  for  the  Osceola 
Mill  &  Elevator  Co.  at  Rice  Lake.  Then  for  a  year,  in  1918,  he  was  baggage¬ 
man  at  the  Omaha  station  at  Rice  Lake.  His  present  partnership  with  Thomas 
E.  Ross  was  formed  in  1919.  They  are  engaged  in  general  draying,  using 
horses  and  trucks  in  their  business.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Prince  is  a  member  of 
the  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Mystic  Workers.  He  has  been  active  in  fire  protection 
for  seven  years  and  for  two  years  was  assistant  chief  of  the  Rice  Lake  fire 
department.  Mr.  Prince  was  married  Feb.  6,  1918,  at  Rice  Lake,  to  Olga 
Severson,  daughter  of  Severn  B.  and  Tillie  (Jacobson)  Severson,  who  were 
formerly  farmers  but  now  live  in  Rice  Lake. 

Leon  King,  for  many  years  connected  with  farm  work  and  lumbering  in 
Barron  County  and  vicinity,  now  deceased,  was  an  honest,  hardworking  man 
an  estimable  citizen  in  every  respect,  and  left  many  pleasant  memories  to  be 
cherished  by  his  family  and  friends.  He  was  born  in  Canada  Aug.  12,  1868, 
son  of  James  and  Elizabeth  King,  who  came  to  Barron  County  as  young  people 
and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Prairie  Farm  Township,  where  they  followed  agricul¬ 
tural  pursuits  for  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  Leon  received  his  early  educa¬ 
tion  in  this  county  and  took  up  farming  with  his  parents.  Thereafter  he 
devoted  his  summers  to  that  occupation  and  his  winters  to  working  in  the 
woods.  Afer  a  long  and  useful  life  he  died  April  6,  1919.  Mr.  King  was  mar¬ 
ried  Oct.  31,  1904,  at  Rice  Lake,  to  Virginia  Gagner,  born  Jan.  3,  1881,  in  Rice 
Lake  Township,  daughter  of  Peter  and  Selina  (Lavelier)  Gagner.  This  union 
has  been  blessed  with  three  bright  children,  Melina,  bom  April  21,  1906 ;  Delor 
J.,  born  June  25,  1908,  and  Elizabeth,  born  June  24,  1912,  all  of  whom  are 
attending  the  parochial  schools.  Mrs.  King  has  a  pleasant  residence  at  926 
North  Main  street. 

Peter  Gagner,  pioneer,  was  born  in  Canada  of  French  ancestry  and  there 
married  Selina  Lavelier.  They  came  to  Barron  County  among  the  first  settlers 
and  took  a  homestead  of  160  acres  in  Rice  Lake  Township.  The  tract  was 
then  a  wilderness,  there  were  no  roads  except  the  “tote”  roads,  and  neighbors 
were  few  and  far  between.  Mr.  Gagner  cleared  120  acres  of  the  tract,  erected 
log  buildings  which  he  later  replaced  with  frame  structures,  and  there  carried 
on  general  farming  until  his  death  Dec.  3,  1916.  His  wife  died  July  25,  1920. 
In  the  family  there  were  eight  children:  Minnie  (deceased),  Virginia,  Dephine, 
Peter,  William,  John,  Delorn  and  Alex.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church. 

Rev.  O.  M.  Kleven,  Rice  Lake,  a  clergyman  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran 
faith,  is  pastor  of  the  Bethany  Congregation  of  Rice  Lake,  Our  Saviour’s  Con¬ 
gregation  in  Doyle  Township,  Stanfold  Congregation  in  Stanfold  Township,  and 
Long  Lake  Congregation  at  Long  Lake,  Washburn  County.  He  was  bom  in 
Strum,  Trempealeau  County,  Wis.,  Sept.  28,  1885,  the  son  of  Knute  and 
Anna  (Olson)  Kleven,  natives  of  Norway,  who  came  to  America  when  young 
people,  were  married  at  Strum,  and  are  still  engaged  in  agriculture  on  a  farm 
near  that  village.  They  are  people  of  probity  and  piety  and  are  highly  regarded 
by  all  who  know  them.  In  the  family  there  are  six  children :  Rev.  O.  M.,  Tillie, 
now  Mrs.  Andrew  Orlid;  Christophine,  now  Mrs.  Otto  Larson;  Emil,  Palmer 
and  Julia.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  attended  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
village.  As  a  boy  he  determined  to  devote  his  life  to  the  ministry,  and  in 
order  to  secure  funds  to  ediltate  himself  for  that  work  he  secured  employment 
for  six  years  with  a  lumber  yard  at  Stanley,  Wis.  In  1906  he  entered  St. 
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Olaf  College  at  Northfield,  Minn.,  and  after  taking  the  preparatory  and  classical 
course  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1912.  He  then  entered  the  United  Church 
Theological  Seminary  at  St.  Anthony  Park,  Minn.,  from  which  he  was  gradu¬ 
ated  May  28,  1915.  On  June  13  he  was  ordained  at  Minneapolis  by  T.  H. 
Dahl,  D.  D.,  president  of  the  church.  He  was  called  by  the  mission  committee 
to  the  mission  field,  having  seven  congregations  near  the  border  line  between 
Minnesota  and  Ontario:  the  Zion  Congregation  at  International  Falls,  the  Silver 
Creek  Congregation,  at  Boudette,  Minn.,  the  Rainy  River  Congregation  in 
Ontario,  Canada,  the  Lake-Wood  Congregation  at  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  Our 
Saviour’s  Congregation  at  Stratton,  Ontario,  St.  Peter’s  Congregation  at  Black- 
hawk,  Ontario,  and  Fort  Francis  Congregation  at  Ft.  Francis.  His  excellent 
work  there  resulted  in  his  present  call  in  1916.  Here  the  Rev.  Mr.  Kleven  is 
kept  busy  ministering  to  the  spiritual  needs  of  his  people,  and  taking  his 
rightful  share  as  a  leader  in  all  uplift  movements.  The  Bethany  Congrega¬ 
tion  has  142  families,  Our  Saviour’s  Congregation  22,  Stanfold  Congregation 
26,  and  Long  Lake  Congregation  24.  In  Bethany  Congregation  alone  in  1920  he 
held  68  services,  30  in  English  and  38  in  Norwegian,  in  addition  to  the 
services  in  the  other  three  congregations,  and  the  usual  pastoral  duties  of 
study,  calls,  baptisms,  catechism  classes,  marriages  and  funerals.  As  a  part 
of  the  permanent  work  of  the  congregations,  the  pastor  has  inaugurated  a 
system  by  which  every  family  in  each  of  his  parishes  is  fully  recorded  in  the 
church  archives.  He  is  a  member  of  the  National  Young  People’s  League 
of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church  of  America.  Mr.  Kleven  was  married 
Sept.  11,  1915,  to  Mollie  Stensby,  who  was  born  in  Hale  Township,  Trempealeau 
County,  this  state,  June  3,  1888.  There  are  two  children  in  the  family,  Borghild 
Alida,  born  June  23,  1916,  and  Mildred  Ovidia,  born  Aug.  8,  1918. 

J.  P.  Qualy,  dealer  in  farm  implements  and  machinery  and  equipment  of 
all  kinds,  and  also  a  successful  farmer,  has  an  office  at  11  East  Eau  Claire 
street,  Rice  Lake,  and  a  farm  of  80  acres  within  the  city  limits  which  he  per¬ 
sonally  conducts.  In  addition  to  this  he  is  also  interested  in  other  city  and 
rural  property,  buying  and  selling  real  estate  as  circumstances  dictate.  He 
likewise  deals  to  some  extent  in  general  farm  products.  He  was  born  in 
Spring  Grove,  Houston  County,  Minn.,  Nov.  17,  1864,  son  of  P.  0.  and  Julia 
(Erickson)  Qualy,  natives  of  Norway,  who  came  to  America  as  young  people, 
were  married  at  Stoughton,  Wis.,  and  later  located  at  Spring  Grove,  Minn., 
where  they  farmed  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  the  father  dying  April  24, 
1920,  and  the  mother  July  4,  1906.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  received 
a  good  common  school  education  in  the  public  schools.  He  also  had  the  advan¬ 
tages  of  a  course  in  the  Slack  Business  College  at  Decorah,  Iowa,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1885.  After  this  he  farmed  for  a  while. 
Later  he  owned  and  conducted  a  general  mercantile  and  farm  implement  store 
at  Caledonia,  Minn.  Then  for  eleven  years  he  was  traveling  as  a  salesman, 
selling  farm  machinery  and  implements,  five  years  for  the  Deering  Harvester 
Co.  and  six  years  for  the  Minneapolis  Implement  Co.  He  started  business  for 
himself  in  Rice  Lake  in  1908  and  has  met  with  success.  Fraternally,  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  and  of  the  Modern  Woodmen.  He  is  also  allied  with 
the  Commercial  Club.  He  is  a  man  of  prominence  in  the  community.  His  wide 
experience  is  of  advantage  to  him  in  his  business  operations,  and  he  is  one  of 
the  city’s  solid  and  substantial  citizens.  Mr.  Qualy  was  married  Oct.  29,  1889, 
to  Sophia  L.  Theisen,  of  Caledonia,  Minn.,  and  this  union  has  been  blessed 
With  three  children:  Harry  J.,  Alta  J.  and  Donald  J.  Harry  J.  was  born 
July  19,  1891,  and  farms  for  his  father.  He  married  Gladys  Thornberg.  Alta 
J.  was  born  Aug.  20,  1896,  married  James  McMahon,  of  Menomonie,  and  has 
one  child,  lone.  Donald  J.  was  born  March  17,  1899,  and  married  Faith  Ingram. 
He  assists  his  father  on  the  farm  and  in  the  implement  business.  Mr.  Qualy 
finds  his  diversion  in  out  of  door  sports,  is  fond  of  tramping  in  the  woods  and 
fields,  and  takes  especial  pleasure  in  hunting.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church. 
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Gilbert  Peterson,  contractor,  Rice  Lake,  is  a  hard  working,  solid  citizen  of 
real  worth,  who  is  well  and  favorably  known  throughout  northern  Wisconsin, 
by  reason  of  his  temporary  residence  in  many  towns  where  he  has  been  > 
engaged  in  constructing  railroad  stations  and  water  tanks.  He  was  born  in 
Norway  Feb.  10,  1858,  son  of  Peter  Mekelson  and  Inga  Gulbrandson,  his  wife, 
natives  of  that  country.  The  father,  who  owned  a  small  farm  and  worked  at 
his  trade  as  a  carpenter,  died  in  Norway  in  1906.  The  mother  came  to 
America  in  1909  and  now  makes  her  home  with  her  son,  having  reached  the 
venerable  age  of  90  years  on  July  27,  1920.  In  the  family  there  were  five 
children:  Louise  is  still  in  Norway;  Gilbert  is  in  Rice  Lake,  Wis.;  Anders  died 
in  Norway;  Ole  is  with  the  Omaha  Railroad  with  headquarters  at  Rice  Lake; 
and  Mathia  died  in  Rice  Lake  April  3,  1920.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  received 
his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  land  and  there  learned 
the  carpenter’s  trade,  starting  at  15  years  of  age.  He  came  to  America  in 
1880  and  after  a  few  months  in  Austin,  Mower  County,  Minn.,  came  to  Rice 
Lake  where  he  found  employment  at  his  trade  with  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  In 
1900  he  started  a  woodworking  shop  of  his  own  at  Dallas,  in  this  county. 
About  two  years  later  he  purchased  the  woodworking  plant  of  O.  T.  Johnson 
at  Rice  Lake.  He  sold  out  in  February,  1907,  and  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Omaha  railroad  in  the  capacity  of  master  carpenter,  taking  charge  of  crews 
of  from  three  to  fifteen  men,  engaged  in  building  stations  and  water  tanks, 
with  Spooner,  Wis.,  as  the  headquarters.  Mr.  Petersen  has  been  interested 
in  public  affairs,  was  alderman  of  Rice  Lake  from  the  Second  Ward  for  six 
years  and  street  commissioner  for  one  year.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Modern  Woodmen.  He  and  his  family  worship  at  the  Norwegian 
Lutheran  Church.  The  residence  is  at  106  North  Wilson  avenue,  Rice  Lake. 
Mr.  Peterson  married  Annetta  Leegaard,  who  was  born  in  Norway  Dec.  20, 
1861,  daughter  of  Peter  Nicoli  and  Antoine  (Krohn)  Leegaard,  also  natives  of 
Norway,  who  both  died  in  1919  at  the  good  old  age  of  90  years.  In  the 
Leegaard  family  there  were  five  children:  Margarethe,  Bollette  (deceased), 
Annetta,  Petra  and  Anton  (deceased).  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peterson  have  seven 
children:  Frank,  Petra  A.,  Inga,  Petra  A.  (second),  Arthur,  Gladys  and 
Lillian.  Frank  was  bom  May  23,  1884,  married  Emma  S.  Bush,  lives  in  Rice 
Lake,  and  manufactures  cigars  and  conducts  an  ice  cream  parlor  and  candy 
store.  Petra  A.  died  at  the  age  of  five  years.  Inga  was  bom  March  25,  1891, 
and  died  March  26,  1918,  leaving  a  husband,  A.  E.  Whitman,  and  a  son,  Gordon. 
Petra  A.  was  bom  March  28,  1893,  and  is  the  wife  of  Kearney  Jacobson,  of 
Rice  Lake.  Arthur,  a  veteran  of  the  World  War,  born  July  25,  1896,  is  at 
home.  Gladys  was  born  April  5,  1901,  and  Lillian  was  bom  April  14,  1902. 

Arthur  Peterson,  veteran  of  the  World  War,  was  bom  in  Rice  Lake,  in 
the  home  where  he  now  resides,  July  25,  1896,  son  of  Gilbert  and  Annetta 
(Leegaard)  Peterson.  He  was  reared  in  this  city  and  here  attended  the  public 
schools.  March  5,  1913,  he  enlisted  in  Company  A,  10th  Regiment,  Wisconsin 
National  Guards.  March  4,  1916,  he  was  inducted  into  the  federal  service 
with  the  company  and  sent  to  the  Mexican  border.  He  returned  a  year  later, 
but  only  a  short  time  afterward,  April  17,  1917,  he  was  sent  with  the  com¬ 
pany  to  Superior,  in  this  state,  for  guard  duty.  Sept.  8,  1917,  he  was  sent 
with  the  company  to  Camp  Douglas,  Wis.,  and  two  weeks  later  to  Waco,  Texas. 
He  was  there  transferred  to  Company  A,  121st  Machine  Gun  Battalion,  and 
with  that  outfit  trained  sixteen  weeks.  He  was  then  sent  to  Camp  Merritt, 
in  New  Jersey,  where  he  embarked  Feb.  18,  1918.  He  landed  in  France  March 
4,  disembarked  March  6,  went  into  camp  at  Brest  two  days,  and  then  went  into 
training  at  River  La  Foss.  From  there  the  outfit  was  moved  steadily  toward 
the  front  and  in  June,  1918,  took  over  the  front  line  trenches.  From  the  night 
of  June  2-3  to  July  2-3,  he  participated  in  the  center  of  resistance  trench  war¬ 
fare  at  Hugen-Beit,  France.  From  July  12-13  to  July  20-21,  he  participated 
in  the  center  of  resistance  trench  warfare  at  Badricourt,  France,  taking  an 
active  part  on  July  14  in  repelling  the  strong  raid  made  by  the  enemy  in 
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that  sector.  He  was  in  the  active  fighting  at  Chateau  Thierry,  Fiesmes,  July 
30,  1918,  to  Aug.  7,  1918;  Juvigny,  Aug.  28-29;  Tierny-Sorny,  Sept.  2,  1918; 
and  at  Verdun,  Sept.  26  to  Oct.  16.  On  the  last  mentioned  date  he  was 
seriously  gassed,  and  was  at  a  convalescent  camp  when  the  armistice  was 
signed  Nov.  11,  1918.  He  returned  to  the  United  States  in  April,  1919,  and 
was  discharged  with  the  rank  of  first  sergeant  at  Camp  Grant,  Rockford, 
Ill.,  April  25.  He  is  now  residing  with  his  parents  at  Rice  Lake. 

Charles  A.  Stark,  second  municipal  judge  of  Rice  Lake  and  prominent 
practicing  attorney,  was  born  in  Randolph  County,  Wisconsin,  Dec.  25,  1854, 
son  of  Abial  and  Jane  (Ely)  Stark,  the  former  a  native  of  Connecticut,  born  in 
1804,  and  the  latter  of  New  York  state,  born  in  1813.  He  received  a  sound 
education  in  the  public  schools  and,  after  due  preparation,  entered  the  law 
department  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1878.  Then  he  was  associated  with  a  prominent  Chicago  attorney  for  three 
years,  and  afterwards  opened  an  office  at  Randolph,  Wis.  He  came  to  Rice 
Lake  in  1887,  opened  an  office  and  has  since  continued  in  active  practice. 
He  practices  in  all  the  courts  and  has  the  confidence  of  the  community  at 
large.  For  fourteen  years  he  was  city  attorney  of  Rice  Lake.  In  December, 
1919,  he  was  appointed  second  municipal  judge  of  Rice  Lake  by  Governor 
Phillips  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  Judge  James  Robbins. 
He  was  elected  to  the  position  in  1920  and  occupies  the  bench  with  dignity 
and  ability.  Judge  Stark  was  married  Jan.  7,  1889,  at  Rice  Lake,  to  Lillian  M. 
Stultz,  daughter  of  Silas  and  Mary  A.  (Mussen)  Stultz,  the  former  of  whom 
is  now  living  in  Rice  Lake,  and  the  latter  of  whom  died  when  the  daughter 
was  a  child.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stark  have  two  children.  Ralph  R.  was  born 
Sept.  8,  1889;  fought  in  the  World  War,  and  now  lives  at  home.  Blanche  I.  was 
born  in  March,  1891;  married  Harry  Engelstad,  and  now  lives  in  Superior, 
Wis. 

Ralph  R.  Stark,  a  popular  young  man  of  Rice  Lake  and  a  veteran  of  the 
World  War,  was  born  at  Rice  Lake  on  Sept.  8,  1889,  son  of  Charles  A.  and 
Lillian  M.  (Stultz)  Stark.  He  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Rice  Lake,  was  graduated  from  the  high  school,  and  as  a  young  man  began 
business  life  as  a  clerk.  On  June  30,  1917,  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in 
Company  F,  6th  Regiment,  Wisconsin  National  Guards,  at  Rice  Lake,  was  pro¬ 
moted  to  corporal  and  to  sergeant,  and  on  Sept.  1,  1917,  was  made  first  ser¬ 
geant.  He  was  sent  to  Camp  Douglas,  Wis.,  and  from  there  to  Camp  McArthur, 
at  Waco,  Texas.  In  January,  1918,  he  was  sent  to  Camp  Merritt,  N.  J.,  and  two 
days  later  to  Camp  Hill,  Va.  There  until  April  15,  1918,  he  was  sergeant 
major  of  the  animal  detachment  of  the  32d  Division.  He  was  sent  to  France, 
and  after  thirteen  days  on  the  water  landed  at  St.  Nazaire,  France,  and 
was  sent  to  the  front  with  the  32d  Division.  His  active  service  was  as  follows : 
Alsace  sector,  May  18  to  July  21,  1918;  Aisne-Marne  offensive,  July  29  to 
Aug.  7,  1918;  Oise-Aisne  offensive,  Aug.  26  to  Sept.  6,  1918;  Meuse-Argonne 
offensive,  Sept.  26  to  Nov.  11,  1918;  Army  of  Occupation,  Nov.  17,  1918,  to 
April  18,  1919.  In  May,  1919,  he  was  returned  to  the  United  States  on  the 
“George  Washington”  and  was  discharged  at  Camp  Grant,  Ill.,  on  May  17, 
1919.  He  is  now  engaged  as  clerk  in  a  furniture  store. 

William  D.  Brady,  vice  president  of  the  Barron  County  Bank,  was  born 
in  Winneconne,  Winnebago  County,  Wis.,  April  10,  1885,  son  of  Owen  W. 
and  Mary  (Roddy)  Brady,  natives  of  Madison,  this  state.  The  father,  who 
was  a  mill  worker,  died  in  February,  1914,  and  the  mother  in  February,  1911. 
He  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  and  was  graduated  from  the 
Winneconne  high  school  in  the  class  of  1903.  Then  he  became  accountant  in 
the  Union  Bank  at  Winneconne.  In  1905  he  was  made  assistant  cashier.  In 
1907  he  went  to  Red  Granite,  Wis.,  as  cashier  of  the  Red  Granite  State  Bank. 
He  came  to  Rice  Lake  in  1911  to  occupy  a  similiar  position  with  the  Barron 
County  Bank,  and  in  1915  assumed  the  duties  of  his  present  position.  His 
fraternal  relations  are  with  the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  the  Elks.  Mr. 
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Brady  married  Nov.  26,  1917,  Irene  Charron,  of  Rice  Lake.  They  attend  the 
St.  Joseph  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

Charles  Pederson,  of  Rice  Lake,  who  has  taken  his  share  in  the  agricul¬ 
tural  development  of  the  county,  is  now  living  in  a  pleasant  home  in  the 
city  where  he  is  still  active  in  gardening  and  small  dairying.  He  has  been 
a  man  of  considerable  influence,  served  three  years  as  chairman  of  Cumber¬ 
land  Township  and  as  such  as  a  member  of  the  county  board;  seven  years 
as  assessor  of  that  township,  and  for  many  terms  as  member  of  his  school 
district  in  the  same  township,  as  either  clerk  or  director.  He  was  one  of  the 
organizers  and  the  first  president  of  the  Comstock  Co-operative  Creamery  of 
Crystal  Lake  Township  and  is  still  a  stockholder  therein.  He  was  born  in 
Norway  April  18,  1859,  son  of  Peter  Larson  and  his  wife,  Margareta  Simonson, 
natives  of  that  country,  both  now  deceased.  In  the  family  there  were  ten 
children:  Lars,  Carrie,  Ingeborg,  Simon,  Charles,  Sigrid,  Marie,  Signa,  Simon 
and  Peter.  Charles  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
land  and  was  reared  as  a  farmer.  He  came  to  America  in  1879  and  located 
in  Otter  Tail  County,  Minnesota,  where  he  farmed  for  some  two  years.  He 
came  to  Barron  County  in  1881  and  located  in  Cumberland  Township  where 
he  bought  80  acres  in  Section  31.  He  broke  and  developed  about  half  of  this 
tract,  which,  when  he  bought  it,  was  covered  with  heavy  hard  timber,  erected 
a  log  house  and  barns  and  there  farmed  until  1907.  Then  he  sold  and  moved 
to  Rice  Lake  Township  where  he  purchased  a  farm  of  40  acres  in  Section 
19,  which  he  operated  three  years,  during  that  time  serving  as  director  on 
the  school  board  of  his  district.  He  then  sold  that  place  and  bought  80  acres 
in  Section  1,  Barron  Township.  On  this  latter  farm  also  he  remained  three 
years  and  was  director  on  the  school  board  of  his  new  district.  Again  he 
sold  and  this  time  bought  40  acres  in  Section  6,  Stanley  Township,  where  he 
remained  three  and  a  half  years,  again  serving  as  school  director,  an  office 
in  which  he  had  proved  his  efficiency.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  moved  to 
Rice  Lake  City.  He  has  three  and  a  half  lots  and  a  residence  at  601  West 
Douglas  street  and  four  more  acres  of  land  a  half  a  mile  north.  He  does 
truck  gardening  on  these  two  plots  and  keeps  two  cows  and  a  horse.  Every¬ 
thing  he  owns  he  has  gained  by  hard  work  and  his  excellent  position  in  the 
community  is  well  deserved.  After  the  Lutheran  churches  were  united  and 
became  the  Bethany  Congregation,  Mr.  Pederson  was  made  president  of  the 
board  of  trustees  and  has  since  held  that  position.  Mr.  Pederson  was  mar¬ 
ried  March  6,  1886,  to  Eilia  Amundson,  who  was  born  in  Norway  Oct.  14,  1869, 
daughter  of  Amund  and  Ingeborg  (Nyhus)  Amundson,  natives  of  Norway, 
who  came  to  America,  the  mother  in  1879  and  the  father  in  1881,  and  located 
in  Barron  County  where  they  engaged  in  farming,  the  father  dying  in  1906 
and  the  mother  in  1912.  In  the  Amundson  family  there  were  twelve  children: 
Johanna,  Ingebret,  Amund  (first),  Carrie,  Eilia  (first),  Eilia  (second),  Amund 
(second),  Ingeborg,  Marie,  Esten  (first),  Esten  (second)  and  an  unnamed 
infant.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pederson  have  given  parental  love  and  care  to  two 
children,  Ida  and  Carolus.  Carolus  is  now  deceased,  having  passed  away 
in  1908.  Ida  married  Floyd  Mason  and  has  one  child,  Charles.  The  family 
faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Nels  N.  Finstad,  janitor  for  the  engineering  department  of  the  Rice  Lake 
public  school,  was  born  in  Norway  Jan.  6,  1861,  son  of  Nels  and  Anna  (Olson) 
Olson,  who  lived  all  their  lives  in  Norway.  He  came  to  the  United  States  in 
1879  and  located  in  Menomonie,  this  state,  where  he  entered  the  employ  of 
Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  In  1882  he  came  to  Rice  Lake  in  the  same  employ,  and 
in  1896  he  secured  his  present  position,  having  at  the  present  time  a  long 
and  faithful  record  of  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  of  ungrudging  service. 
Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Loyal  Americans,  an  insurance  order. 
He  has  been  identified  with  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church  for  many  years 
and  helped  to  build  the  first  edifice  which  the  congregation  occupied  here.  Mr. 
Finstad  was  married  June  13,  1884,  at  Rice  Lake,  to  Mary  Knutson,  who  was 
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born  in  Norway  and  came  to  America  and  located  in  Menomonie,  Wis.,  June 
12,  1880,  the  daughter  of  Knut  and  Regna  (Olson)  Halverson,  who  spent  all 
their  days  in  the  old  country.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Finstad  have  seven  children. 
Adolph  R.  was  born  June  24,  1885,  and  died  Aug.  8  of  the  same  year.  Inga 
was  born  Oct.  26,  1886,  and  died  on  the  same  day  of  the  same  month,  seven 
years  later.  Clara  M.  was  born  Sept.  14,  1888,  and  was  married  on  her  birth¬ 
day,  in  1911,  to  Helmer  Hogan,  of  Rice  Lake,  by  whom  she  has  two  children, 
De  Wayne,  born  May  12,  1912,  and  Russell  C.,  born  Dec.  15,  1917.  Laura  E. 
was  bom  Feb.  20,  1892,  and  lives  with  her  parents.  Amanda  N.  was  bom 
Aug.  6,  1896,  and  was  married  Aug.  6,  1920,  to  Ole  Lee,  of  Rice  Lake.  Marshal 
N.  was  born  June  2,  1897,  is  a  pipe  organist,  and  plays  in  a  church  in  Min¬ 
neapolis.  Helmer  I.  was  born  July  26,  1899,  and  lives  with  his  parents.  The 
family  residence  is  a  modern  house  at  206  Reuter  avenue,  which  Mr.  Finstad 
erected. 

Peter  E.  Olsen,  Rice  Lake,  former  postmaster,  merchant,  farmer  and 
public  official,  now  living  retired,  was  bora  in  Norway  March  25,  1855,  son  of 
Jens  and  Anna  (Peterson)  Olsen.  The  family  came  to  America  in  1866,  and 
the  mother  died  five  days  after  landing.  The  father  then  came  to  Pierce 
County,  Wisconsin,  and  after  five  years  there,  moved  to  Dunn  County  where  he 
worked  at  Menomonie  six  years,  and  then  settled  on  120  acres  near  Colfax,  in 
the  same  county,  where  he  broke  and  developed  a  good  farm  and  remained 
there  until  his  death  in  1910.  Peter  E.  attended  public  schools  in  Pierce  and 
Dunn  Counties.  As  a  youth  he  was  employed  by  the  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co., 
and  in  their  employ  spent  the  winter  in  the  heavy  timber  at  their  lumber 
camp  which  was  located  in  the  present  city  of  Rice  Lake,  south  of  the  river, 
midway  between  the  present  wagon  bridge  and  the  present  railroad  bridge. 
He  is,  therefore,  one  of  those  men  who  saw  the  present  city  when  it  was  a 
wilderness  covered  with  virgin  forest  and  when  there  was  no  indication,  except 
for  its  advantageous  situation,  that  a  flourishing  settlement  would  develop 
here.  As  a  lumberman  he  was  employed  in  different  places  for  many  years. 
In  1886  he  again  came  to  Rice  Lake,  to  take  charge  of  the  clothing  department 
of  the  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  store  here.  The  pine  forest  of  the  earlier  day  had 
then  given  way  to  well-kept  streets  and  sightly  homes,  and  the  industry  which 
in  his  earlier  residence  here  had  been  represented  by  a  lumber  camp,  was  now 
represented  by  stores  and  factories.  In  1892,  Mr.  Olsen  left  the  employ  of 
Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.,  and  engaged  in  the  general  mercantile  business  for  him¬ 
self.  This  he  successfully  continued  until  1897,  when  he  was  appointed  by 
President  William  McKinley  as  postmaster  of  Rice  Lake.  He  was  an  efficient 
officer,  and  gave  general  satisfaction  to  the  public.  His  term  was  the  period 
of  the  greatest  growth  in  the  office,  as  under  his  direction  city  delivery  was 
inaugurated  and  six  rural  routes  established.  In  June,  1916,  he  was  suc¬ 
ceeded  by  W.  H.  Dunn,  appointed  under  the  Democratic  administration.  He 
then  bought  a  farm  of  160  acres  near  Earl,  in  Washburn  County,  this  state, 
which  he  developed  and  improved,  and  followed  general  farming.  In  the  fall 
of  1920,  he  sold  his  farm,  and  took  up  his  residence  in  the  village  of  Rice 
Lake.  He  has  been  interested  in  public  affairs  for  many  years,  and  has 
served  on  numerous  delegations  and  committees  in  the  old  convention  days. 
At  one  time  he  was  a  member  of  the  county  board,  representing  the  second 
ward  of  Rice  Lake,  and  city  treasurer  of  Rice  Lake  one  year.  The  family 
faith  is  that  of  the  Presbyterian  church.  Mr.  Olsen  was  married  March  16, 
1881,  to  Amelia  Johnson,  of  Menomonie,  this  state,  bora  in  Winchester, 
Winnebago  County,  this  state,  May  2,  1860.  They  are  the  parents  of  eight 
children:  Jasper  E.,  Alba,  Palma,  Abner,  Marshal,  Harold,  Orva  and  Philomen. 
Jasper  E.,  married  Evelyn  Morrison,  is  car  inspector  for  the  Omaha  railroad, 
and  lives  at  Rice  Lake.  Alba  is  the  wife  of  Oliver  Stark,  assistant  postmaster 
at  Rice  Lake.  Palma  is  the  wife  of  Wendell  Olson,  of  Earl,  Wis.  Abner 
married  Mary  Hammond,  is  connected  with  the  Hammond-Olsen  Lumber  Co. 
as  secretary  and  general  manager,  and  lives  at  Rice  Lake.  Marshal  is  a 
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Presbyterian  clergyman,  married  Caroline  Van  Dame,-  and  now  has  a  pulpit 
in  Chicago.  Harold  married  Emily  Ohnstad,  and  is  in  charge  of  the  physical 
work  at  Ripon  College,  Ripon,  Wis.  Orva  died  in  June,  1916.  Philomen  lives 
at  home.  Harold  enlisted  in  the  aviation  service  of  the  United  States  and 
was  commissioned  lieutenant.  He  served  in  this  country  until  the  close 
of  the  war  and  was  mustered  out  in  1918. 

Oscar  C.  Overby,  musician,  music  dealer,  and  moving-picture  man,  of 
Rice  Lake,  was  born  in  Menomonie,  Wis.,  Aug.  16,  1877,  son  of  Christian  and 
Juliana  Overby,  who  brought  him  to  Rice  Lake  when  he  was  ten  years  of  age. 
He  attended  school  in  his  native  city  and  in  Rice  Lake,  and  as  a  youth 
entered  the  employ  of  his  father’s  mercantile  establishment  in  the  musical 
department.  He  gradually  built  up  this  department,  and  then  started  in  the 
music  line  himself.  He  conducts  the  “Music  House,”  sells  various  makes  of 
pianos  and  organs  and  accessories,  the  leading  phonographs  and  accessories 
including  records  and  needles,  several  makes  of  other  musical  instruments, 
a  fine  stock  of  sheet  music,  and  general  musical  merchandise.  A  musician  of 
considerable  ability  himself,  especially  on  the  pianoforte  and  cornet,  he  has 
shown  his  ability  as  band  and  orchestra  leader,  and  has  been  a  dominant 
figure  in  the  musical  life  of  the  community.  At  the  present  time  he  is  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Hoppe-Overby  Orchestra,  a  musical  organization  which 
furnishes  music  for  all  occasions  such  as  dances,  parties  and  receptions,  and 
is  known  far  beyond  the  limits  of  the  county.  As  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Bull,  Field  &  Overby,  he  assisted  in  the  building  and  management  of  the  Ideal 
and  Lyric  theaters,  moving  picture  houses,  and  is  still  interested  in  the 
Lyric.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Commercial  Club,  and  for  one  term  was  city 
treasurer.  Mr.  Overby  was  married  June  26,  1907,  to  Sena  Sigstad,  who  was 
born  in  Sand  Creek  Wis.  They  have  two  children:  Eleanor  Dorothy,  born 
July  16,  1909,  and  Helen  Jane,  born  May  16,  1916.  The  family  resides  in  Mr. 
Overby’s  pleasant  house,  22  Newton  street. 

Christian  O.  Overby,  one  of  the  worthy  pioneer  merchants  of  Rice  Lake, 
now  living  retired  in  that  city,  was  born  in  Norway,  May  21,  1849,  and  there 
received  a  thorough  education  in  the  public  schools.  As  a  youth  he  started 
to  learn  the  jewelry  and  watch-making  business,  and,  as  was  the  custom  with 
a  boy  learning  a  trade,  served  a  faithful  apprenticeship  of  four  long  years, 
thoroughly  mastering  the  art  of  making  and  repairing  jewelry,  en¬ 
graving,  and  repairing  clocks  and  watches.  He  followed  his  trade 
at  Drammon,  Norway,  until  1870,  when  he  started  out  to  seek  his 
fortunes  in  the  New  World.  In  due  time  he  reached  Menomonie, 
Wis.,  and  there  opened  a  store.  His  business  grew  and  he  became  a  pros¬ 
perous  and  substantial  citizen.  In  1886,  when  Rice  Lake  was  developing  from 
a  hamlet  into  a  thriving  community,  he  came  here  and  opened  a  general  store, 
with  one  department  devoted  to  watch  repairing  and  jewelry.  He  won  the 
confidence  of  the  people  from  the  start,  and  soon  his  customers  were  num¬ 
bered  by  the  hundreds,  and  were  coming  from  miles  away.  In  those  days 
the  Indians  were  still  plentiful.  Being  a  man  of  understanding  nature,  he 
soon  won  their  confidence  and  became  their  friend.  In  time  he  learned  their 
language.  They  were  always  assured  of  a  welcome  in  his  store,  and  knew 
that  in  business  they  would  receive  fair  treatment  from  him,  so  that  his 
place  soon  became  their  headquarters.  When  he  first  came  here  he  was  in 
partnership  with  Fred  Fields,  under  the  firm  name  of  Fields  &  Overby. 
After  he  had  been  here  three  years  he  bought  out  his  partner  and  conducted 
the  business  alone.  As  the  years  passed  on  he  won  success  and  became  one 
of  the  active  factors  in  the  life  of  the  city.  With  the  improvement  in  his 
fortunes  he  made  several  trips  to  Norway,  where  he  visited  his  old  home,  and 
saw  his  old  neighbors  and  friends.  But  his  strenuous  life  in  business  un¬ 
dermined  his  health,  and  in  1910  he  sold  out  his  jewelry  business  and  made 
his  last  trip  to  Norway.  Upon  his  return  three  months  later  he  likewise  dis¬ 
posed  of  his  mercantile  business.  Then  for  some  time  he  found  exercise  and 
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recreation  by  doing  light  farming  on  his  farm  of  80  acres  in  Rice  Lake  town¬ 
ship.  For  the  past  few  years,  however,  his  health  has  been  so  that  he  has 
retired  and  is  spending  the  afternoon  of  his  life  in  peace  and  quiet,  looked 
after  by  his  faithful  and  loving  wife.  In  the  days  of  his  activity  Mr.  Overby 
took  a  leading  part  in  all  things  that  tended  toward  the  betterment  of  his  city 
and  county,  and  was  interested  in  a  number  of  business  enterprises.  For 
some  years  he  did  good  service  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  education.  Mr. 
Overby  was  married  at  Menomonie,  Wis.,  Oct.  7,  1876,  to  Julia  Olson  Finstad, 
who  was  born  in  Norway,  May,  28,  1856,  and  was  there  excellently  educated. 
In  1872  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  she  came  to  the  United  States  and  located  at 
Menomonie,  where  she  lived  until  her  marriage.  Descended  from  gentle  peo¬ 
ple,  she  is  a  lady  of  culture  and  refinement,  of  that  disposition  that  instantly 
inspires  friendship  and  admiration.  She  has  been  a  valued  neighbor  and  a 
loyal,  faithful  wife  and  mother.  Her  pride  has  been  in  her  children,  and 
all  have  done  credit  to  her  influence  and  training.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Overby  are 
the  parents  of  eleven  children:  Oscar  C.,  Arthur  J.,  Mabel  A.,  Melvin  R., 
Ella  C.,  Carl  Edwin,  Effie  Juliana,  William  R.,  Lilliam  M.,  Ella  Lucille  and 
Agnes  M.  Oscar,  born  Aug.  16,  1877,  is  a  music  dealer  at  Rice  Lake.  Arthur 
J.,  born  Aug.  7,  1878,  is  a  salesman.  Mabel  A.,  born  Jan.  1,  1880,  married 
Edward  Nielsen,  of  Oshkosh,  Wis.,  and  has  one  child,  Alice.  Melvin  R.,  born 
April  7,  1881,  died  in  infancy.  Ella  C.,  born  March  7,  1884,  also  died  in 
infancy.  Carl  Edwin,  born  April  6,  1885,  is  now  assistant  cashier  of  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Rice  Lake.  Effie  Juliana,  born  Dec.  26,  1886,  married 
E.  G.  Shervey,  a  Rice  Lake  banker,  and  has  three  children,  Edward,  William 
and  Lucille.  William  R.,  born  Oct.  26,  1888,  is  in  the  automobile  business  at 
Rice  Lake.  Lilliam  M.,  born  Dec.  2,  1892,  graduated  as  a  nurse  from  the 
Presbyterian  Hospital,  Chicago,  and  is  now  a  resident  nurse  in  St.  Joseph’s 
Hospital,  that  city.  Ella  Lucille,  born  March  31,  1894,  is  assisting  her 
mother  in  the  care  of  the  household.  Agnes  M.,  born  Sept.  13,  1897,  is  the 
wife  of  Jeremiah  Meyer  of  Cleveland,  Ohio.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the 
Norwegian  Lutheran  church. 

Allan  S.  White,  M.  D.,  head  surgeon  of  St.  Joseph’s  Hospital,  Rice  Lake, 
specialist  in  bone  diseases,  and  general  practitioner,  was  born  in  Ontario, 
Canada,  Feb.  1,  1876,  son  of  James  and  Mary  (Isbister)  White.  The  father, 
who  was  born  in  Canada,  of  staunch  Scottish  descent,  has  devoted  his  life  to 
agricultural  pursuits,  and  now  operates  and  owns  a  fine  farm  of  320  acres 
in  Swan  River  Valley,  Manitoba,  Canada.  The  mother,  who  was  a  native  of 
Scotland,  died  April  13,  1914.  Allan  S.  was  reared  in  the  home  of  sterling 
virtues,  and  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  schools  of  Toronto, 
Canada.  His  classical  course  was  taken  at  Trinity  College,  in  that  city.  Then 
he  entered  the  Michigan  College  of  Medicine  &  Surgery  at  Detroit,  Mich., 
and  was  graduated  with  honors  in  the  class  of  1899.  Thus  prepared,  he 
opened  offices  at  Gillett,  Wis.  He  was  successful  from  the  start,  and  built  up 
an  excellent  practice,  but  relinquished  it  at  the  desire  of  his  aging  parents, 
who  requested  that  he  return  home.  He  accordingly  successfully  passed  the 
examination  at  the  College  of  Physicians  &  Surgeons  of  the  (Canadian) 
Northwestern  Territories,  and  opened  an  office  at  Togo,  Saskatchewan, 
Canada.  Here  he  practiced  with  increasing  success,  winning  wide  approval 
for  his  work  and  worth.  But  his  thoughts  still  turned  toward  the  States, 
whose  educational  advantages  he  desired  for  his  daughter,  Evalda,  and  so 
on  Feb.  6,  1911,  after  looking  about  for  a  suitable  location,  he  came  to  Rice 
Lake,  and  here  established  himself.  He  has  well  furnished  offices,  and  well 
equipped  laboratory,  supplied  with  all  the  latest  appliances,  and  adequate  for 
coping  with  the  most  critical  cases  of  pathology.  Especially  is  the  electrical 
equipment  unusual  in  its  variety  of  instruments,  including  two  X-ray  ma¬ 
chines  constructed  along  the  latest  lines  of  scientific  therapeutics.  Dr. 
White  was  accorded  a  full  measure  of  success  from  the  beginning.  He  has 
a  large  practice  of  a  general  nature  in  both  city  and  country,  and  is  gradually 
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more  and  more  turning  his  attention  exclusively  to  his  surgery,  his  laboratory 
and  his  study  of  bone  diseases,  their  adjustment  and  fractures.  His  fame  in 
the  line  of  orthopedics  is  becoming  wide  spread,  and  his  presence  here  makes 
Rice  Lake  an  important  center  for  those  who  need  services  along  the  lines  in 
which  he  has  perfected  himself.  Through  Dr.  White’s  efforts,  the  Sisters  of 
St.  Joseph’s  Hospital,  with  a  Mother  House  at  Victoria,  B.  C.,  Canada,  sent 
Sisters  Mary  Alphonse  and  Mary  Veronica  here  Dec.  31,  1917,  to  establish  St. 
Joseph’s  Hospital,  which  Dr.  White  succeeded  in  founding,  Jan.  8,  1918.  Dr. 
White  is  prominent  as  a  citizen  as  well  as  in  the  surgical  and  medical  line. 
In  a  quiet,  unostentatious  way,  he  is  considerable  of  a  philanthropist.  He 
not  only  liberally  supports  the  public  enterprises  which  appeal  to  him,  but  he 
also  has  numerous  private  charities,  lending  a  helping  hand  and  a  word  of 
cheer  to  many  a  down  hearted  and  unfortunate  one.  He  has  a  genial,  equit¬ 
able  temperament,  which  is  one  of  his  assets,  both  as  a  man  and  as  a 
physician.  His  recreation  is  found  in  motoring  with  his  family,  in  which 
pleasure  he  finds  rest  after  the  arduous  grind  of  his  daily  life.  He  has  a 
pleasant  home  at  118  West  Messenger  Street,  his  offices  are  at  106  North  Main 
street,  he  owns  considerable  farm  land  throughout  the  county,  and  he  is  also 
interested  in  a  number  of  business  ventures.  In  1917,  finding  the  Land  of  his 
birth  and  the  Land  of  his  adoption  aligned  on  the  same  side  in  the  great 
World  Conflict,  he  offered  his  services  to  the  United  States  government,  but 
was  reluctantly  refused  on  account  of  his  British  birth.  The  next  year, 
having  completed  his  naturalization,  he  renewed  his  effort  and  was  accepted. 
For  seven  weeks  he  was  given  intensive  training  at  Fort  Oglethorp,  Ga., 
and  in  August,  1918,  sailed  with  the  corps  of  Evacuation  Hospital  No.  27,  for 
overseas  service,  with  the  rank  of  captain,  his  commission  being  dated  June 
11,  1918.  He  served  with  that  unit  at  La  Maons,  France;  at  Mesves,  France; 
at  Bulcy,  France,  which  was  a  hospital  center  with  a  capacity  of  80,000  beds; 
and  at  Coblenz,  Germany,  where,  with  the  Army  of  Occupation,  he  kept  the 
“Watch  on  the  Rhine”,  helping  to  care  for  the  American  soldiers.  In  due 
time  he  was  sent  back  to  the  States,  and  received  his  honorable  discharge  at 
General  Hospital  No.  28,  Fort  Sheridan,  Ill.,  Sept.  4,  1919,  returning  on  the 
sixteenth  to  Rice  Lake,  where  he  is  the  only  physician  who  saw  overseas 
service.  Dr.  White  was  married  Feb.  6,  1901,  to  Marguerite  E.  Feeney,  who 
was  born  in  Oconto,  Wis.,  of  sturdy  Irish  parentage.  This  union  has  been 
blessed  with  one  daughter,  Evalda  M.,  who  was  born  Jan.  5,  1902.  For  some 
years  before  her  marriage,  Mrs.  White  was  an  efficient  school  teacher.  She 
is  a  prominent  leader  in  intellectual  and  social  circles,  and  is  deeply 
interested  in  all  subjects  pertaining  to  public  welfare,  especially  in  child 
betterment  work.  She  is  now  president  of  the  Fortnightly  Club,  a  position 
she  has  filled  for  the  past  two  years  with  distinction  and  to  the  satisfaction 
of  all.  She  and  her  husband  delight  in  keeping  open  house  to  their  friends, 
and  their  home  is  known  as  a  center  of  hospitality. 

Michael  Weber,  proprietor  of  the  Weber  Hotel  at  Rice  Lake,  from  1915 
until  April  1,  1921,  was  born  in  Germany,  Dec.  4,  1875,  son  of  Peter  and 
Margaret  (Mar)  Weber,  who  brought  him  to  America  in  1876,  and  located  on 
a  farm  at  Two  Rivers,  Wis.,  later  selling  out  and  locating  on  a  farm  in  Chip¬ 
pewa  County,  this  state,  where  the  father  died  Nov.  15,  1898,  and  the  mother 
in  1917.  Michael  left  home  and  school  at  the  tender  age  of  fourteen,  and  for 
three  years  was  employed  as  a  roustabout  in  lumber  camps,  later  becoming  a 
camp  cook.  In  1910,  he  started  a  restaurant  in  Eau  Claire,  Wis.  He  sold  out 
in  1915  and  purchased  the  Tourist  Hotel  in  Rice  Lake.  This  hotel  he  thorough¬ 
ly  renovated,  changed  the  name,  established  first  class  service,  and  con¬ 
ducted  an  excellent  place,  in  good  favor  with  the  traveling  public  and  a  credit 
to  the  city.  On  April  15,  1921,  he  engaged  in  the  furniture  business  on  Main 
street,  Rice  Lake,  handling  a  full  line  of  new  and  second-hand  furniture, 
stoves,  etc.  Mr.  Weber  was  married  Sept.  16,  1912,  at  Madison,  Wis.,  to  Minnie 
Kolb,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Wilhelmina  Kolb,  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  both 
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now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weber  have  one  daughter,  Margaret  Leona,  born 
in  Eau  Claire,  Wis.,  Sept.  13,  1913. 

William  West,  former  Rice  Lake  groceryman,  now  deceased,  was  born  in 
New  York  State,  and  there  married  Maryetta  Doen,  also  a  native  of  that  state. 
They  came  west  in  the  early  fifties  and  located  at  Sheboygan  Falls,  Sheboy¬ 
gan  County,  Wis.,  where  they  farmed  until  1862,  when  they  located  near  Falls 
City,  Dunn  County,  Wis.,  where  they  farmed  until  1889.  Then  he  came  to  Rice 
Lake  in  the  employ  of  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  Later  he  engaged  in  the  grocery 
business  for  himself,  and  continued  to  operate  the  establishment  until  his 
death.  They  were  the  parents  of  three  children:  Rosella  Mary,  now  Mrs. 
August  Dodge,  of  Rice  Lake;  Ella  L.,  now  Mrs.  C.  F.  Ackerman,  of  Horsman, 
Wis.;  and  Charles  Edward,  a  hardware  merchant  of  Rice  Lake. 

Charles  Edward  West  was  born  in  Sheboygan  County,  Wis.,  July  13,  1859, 
son  of  William  K.  and  Maryetta  (Doen)  West.  He  was  brought  to  Dunn  County, 
Wis.,  by  his  parents  as  a  child,  and  after  attending  the  district  schools,  com¬ 
pleted  his  early  training  at  Menomonie.  He  then  became  a  teacher,  instruct¬ 
ing  schools  in  Dunn  County  for  eight  years,  four  years  in  the  rural  districts 
and  a  similar  period  at  Cedar  Falls  Village.  Some  years  later  he  was  super¬ 
intendent  of  schools  in  Rice  Lake.  He  first  came  to  Rice  Lake  in  the  employ 
of  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.,  in  charge  of  their  hardware  store  here.  In  1905  he 
and  P.  M.  Parker  organized  the  firm  of  Parker  &  West,  and  opened  a  hard¬ 
ware  store.  Three  years  later  he  sold  out  his  interest  and  became  a  traveling 
salesman  for  Farwell,  Osman,  Kirk  &  Co.,  a  wholesale  hardware  firm  of  St. 
Paul.  In  1910,  however,  with  H.  A.  Anderson  as  a  partner,  he  again  acquired 
the  store,  and  opened  business  under  the  name  of  West  &  Anderson.  Mr. 
Anderson  withdrew  in  1911,  and  Mr.  West  became  the  sole  owner.  He  car¬ 
ried  a  large  stock  of  shelf  and  heavy  hardware,  including  a  complete  line  of 
stoves  and  furnaces.  He  was  a  good  buyer,  he  thoroughly  understood  his 
business,  and  his  honesty  and  fair  dealing  won  for  him  the  confidence  of  the 
community  at  large.  His  store  was  neat  and  well  arranged,  and  a  model  of 
what  can  be  accomplished  in  the  way  of  sightliness,  neatness  and  efficiency  in 
a  hardware  store  in  a  rural  community.  Interested  as  he  is  in  the  business 
progress  of  the  city  and  county,  he  has  become  a  member  of  the  Rice  Lake 
Commercial  Club,  and  is  president  of  its  credit  division.  His  fraternal  rela¬ 
tions  are  with  the  Masons,  the  Modern  Woodmen  and  the  Commercial  Trav¬ 
elers.  In  the  spring  of  1921  he  sold  his  hardware  business  and  retired.  Mr. 
West  was  married  Jan.  16,  1886,  to  Ida  Belle  Richardson,  of  Eau  Claire,  Wis., 
who  died  Sept.  19,  1914,  leaving  three  children:  Lois,  now  Mrs.  John  A.  Winn, 
of  Austin,  Minn.;  Lyman  E.,  a  traveling  salesman  for  the  Hall  Hardware  Co. 
at  Minneapolis ;  and  Gladys  I.,  now  Mrs.  W.  W.  Beggs,  of  Rice  Lake.  Mr.  West 
was  married  July  30,  1916,  to  Catherine  Fulton,  of  Stevens  Point,  Wis.  Mrs. 
West,  as  Miss  Fulton,  perfected  herself  for  instruction  of  the  deaf,  and  be¬ 
came  one  of  the  leading  educators  in  this  line,  teaching  one  year  at  Milwaukee, 
Wis.,  one  year  at  Joplin,  Mo.,  and  four  years  at  Rice  Lake.  So  widely  have 
her  qualifications  been  regarded  that  in  1920  she  was  elected  president  of  the 
Board  of  Education  of  Rice  Lake.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

John  V.  Leisenring,  proprietor  of  the  Griddle  Stove  Shop,  Rice  Lake,  was 
born  June  19,  1872,  in  Harpers  Ferry,  W.  Va.,  son  of  Benjamin  and  Isabelle 
(Hall)  Leisenring,  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  Benjamin  Leisenring  served  in 
the  Union  Army  during  the  Civil  War,  and  after  his  discharge  went  to  West 
Virginia,  from  which  state  he  went  to  Ellis,  Kansas,  where  he  was  proprietor 
of  the  Pacific  Eating  House.  He  died  in  February,  1888,  and  his  wife  still 
lives  there.  In  the  family  there  were  six  children:  Robert,  George,  Gideon, 
Albert  (deceased),  John  V.  and  Anna.  John  V.  received  his  early  education  in 
West  Virginia  and  Kansas  and  his  higher  training  in  the  Wesleyan  Academy 
at  Salina,  Kans.  Then  he  became  a  call  boy  in  the  railroad  round  house  at 
Ellis,  Kansas.  In  1892  he  went  to  Milwaukee,  and  entered  the  employ  of  the 
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Edward  P.  Allis  Machine  Shops,  where  he  learned  the  machinists’  trade  and 
remained  eight  years.  He  returned  to  Ellis,  Kansas,  in  1900  and  for  three 
years  worked  in  the  railroad  shops  there.  In  1903  he  became  traveling  sales¬ 
man  for  the  Majestic  Manufacturing  Co.,  of  St.  Louis,  makers  of  first  class 
ranges  and  stoves.  He  came  to  Rice  Lake  in  1915,  and  for  a  year  was  employed 
by  the  West  Hardware  Co.  Then  he  established  his  present  business.  He  de¬ 
votes  his  attention  exclusively  to  stoves,  handles  various  makes  and  acces- 
ories,  and  does  general  stove  repair  work.  The  place  is  located  at  the  corner 
of  North  Wilson  Avenue,  and  West  Eau  Claire  Street,  in  a  building  owned  by 
Mr.  Leisenring.  Mr.  Leisenring  is  of  the  type  known  as  a  booster.  He  aims 
to  make  his  establishment  as  good  a  one  of  its  kind  as  can  be  found,  a  credit 
to  the  city,  a  convenience  to  his  customers  and  a  source  of  profit  to  himself. 
He  is  active  in  public  affairs  in  the  city  and  county,  and  is  ever  alive  to  every 
movement  which  has  forward  progress  as  its  object.  He  is  president  of  the 
Commercial  Club  and  in  June,  1920,  was  a  leader  in  the  plans  which  resulted 
in  the  notable  pageant  held  that  month.  In  1918  he  was  nominated  for  the 
office  of  register  of  deeds  but  was  defeated  at  the  final  election.  Mr.  Leisen¬ 
ring  was  married  in  June,  1899,  to  Jennie  Anderson,  .who  was  born  Oct.  13, 
1873,  and  died  in  March,  1903,  leaving  one  son,  Franklin  V.  He  was  born 
April  14,  1900,  and  was  educated  in  the  Rice  Lake  schools.  He  enlisted  in  the 
Navy  in  1918,  was  assigned  to  the  Aviation  Service,  and  saw  active  duty  with 
the  Northern  Bombing  Group  in  France.  Later  he  served  in  that  country 
with  the  Hoover  Relief  Committee.  He  was  discharged  June  25,  1919,  and  is 
now  enrolled  in  the  Naval  Reserve  forces.  He  is  now  a  pattern  maker  in  Mil¬ 
waukee.  John  V.  Leisenring  was  married  Aug.  18,  1915,  to  Wilhelmina  F. 
Price,  born  April  6,  1876,  in  Liverpool,  England,  daughter  of  William  and  Mary 
(Poole)  Price,  natives  of  England,  both  now  deceased.  Mrs.  Leisenring  was 
for  some  time  engaged  in  the  printing  trade,  and  now  assists  her  husband 
greatly  in  his  business.  The  family  attend  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Jacob  Reed  Collins,  farmer  and  business  man,  living  at  Rice  Lake,  was 
born  in  Skowhegan,  Maine,  March  28,  1853,  son  of  Archibald  and  Nancy 
(Budd)  Collins,  who  were  natives  of  that  state.  There  Mrs.  Nancy  Collins 
died  in  1856,  and  in  the  following  year  Archibald  Collins  came  west  to  Osh¬ 
kosh,  Wis.,  where  he  first  worked  at  his  trade  as  a  carpenter,  later  went  into 
the  flour  and  feed  business,  and  still  later  engaged  in  furnishing  supplies  for 
lumber  camps.  He  died  in  1883.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  started  in  for 
himself  at  the  age  of  sixteen  and  worked  as  a  cabin  boy  on  the  Mississippi 
River.  Later  he  worked  as  a  teamster  in  the  pine  woods,  driving  four  horse 
teams.  In  1876  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Singer  Sewing  Machine  Co.  as 
agent,  and  in  this  employ  he  continued,  in  connection  with  other  business,  for 
thirty-eight  years,  in  the  meantime  farming,  acting  as  auctioneer,  and  dealing 
in  real  estate,  stock  and  farm  produce.  When  he  first  started  farming  he  had 
a  place  in  Brookfield  Township,  Milwaukee  County,  Wis.  Later  he  had  a  farm 
in  Fountain  Prairie,  Columbia  County,  Wis.  In  1889  he  came  to  Barron  County, 
and  purchased  a  farm  in  Cedar  Lake  Township.  Later  he  bought  another 
farm  in  the  same  township.  He  sold  both  farms  in  1905.  In  1907  he  bought 
30  acres  in  the  city  limits  of  Rice  Lake,  and  a  summer  home  at  Long  Lake, 
Washburn  County.  For  several  seasons  he  spent  his  summers  at  the  lake 
and  his  winters  in  the  city.  In  1917  he  bought  a  farm  east  of  Rice  Lake. 
In  1919  he  sold  the  farm,  and  bought  a  comfortable  home  in  Rice  Lake,  where 
he  now  lives.  Mr.  Collins  was  married  Dec.  19,  1873,  at  Pewaukee,  Wis.,  to 
Mary  A.  Phillips,  daughter  of  Ervin  E.  and  Isabel  L.  (Leith)  Phillips,  natives 
respectively  of  New  York  State  and  Brookfield,  Wis.,  the  former  of  whom  died 
in  1903  and  the  latter  of  whom  lives  in  Milwaukee,  Wis.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Collins 
have  six  children:  Fred  E.,  Charles  B.,  George  J.,  Nancy  B.,  Pearl  I.  and 
Lillian  M.  Fred  E.  was  born  June  18,  1875,  at  Wauwatosa,  Wis.  Charles  B. 
was  born  Dec.  19,  1877,  at  Oshkosh,  Wis.,  and  now  resides  at  Los  Angeles, 
Calif.  George  J.  was  born  at  Oshkosh,  Wis.,  July  12,  1880,  was  married  at 
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Rice  Lake  to  Cora  Lathrop  and  resides  at  Rice  Lake.  Nancy  B.  was  born  at 
Milwaukee,  Wis.,  Jan.  26,  1882,  and  died  in  infancy.  Pearl  I.  was  born  Nov. 
22,  1883,  in  Wauwatosa,  Wis.,  married  George  Olson  and  has  five  children: 
Archibald,  Victor,  Gladys,  Orvetta  and  Alta.  They  reside  in  Stanley  Town¬ 
ship.  Lillian  M.  was  born  at  Wauwatosa,  Wis.,  Sept.  14,  1886,  married  Peter 
Korbitz  and  has  five  children:  Hazel,  Arvella,  Anneta,  LeRoy  and  Lillian. 
They  reside  in  Rice  Lake. 

Alfred  P.  Ast,  of  Alfred  P.  Ast  &  Co.,  Cumberland,  dealers  and  manufac¬ 
turers  of  American  and  brick  cheese,  is  a  thorough  expert  in  his  line,  and  is 
building  up  a  business  which  is  proving  an  important  asset  to  this  part  of  the 
state.  He  was  born  in  Switzerland,  Oct.  13,  1889,  son  of  Bernard  and  Caroline 
Ast,  both  natives  of  that  country,  the  former  of  whom  is  still  farming  there, 
and  the  latter  of  whom  is  dead.  In  the  family  there  are  six  children,  of  whom 
Bernard,  Ernest,  Robert  and  Alfred  live  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  and  God¬ 
frey  and  Emma  in  Switzerland.  Alfred  P.  was  reared  in  his  native  country,  and 
was  there  educated.  His  boyhood  was  spent  on  a  dairy  farm,  and  he  early 
became  interested  in  cheese  and  butter  making,  which  he  thoroughly  mastered. 
He  came  to  the  United  .States  in  1907  as  a  youth  of  eighteen,  and  engaged  in 
cheese  making  at  Dodgeville,  Wis.  In  1919  he  came  to  Cumberland  and  estab¬ 
lished  his  present  business.  Mr.  Ast  was  married  at  Dodgeville,  Wis.,  in  Janu¬ 
ary,  1916,  to  Clara  Larson,  and  they  have  two  children,  Bernard,  born  August, 
1920,  and  Catherine,  born  in  June,  1919. 

Isaac  G.  Babcock,  M.  D.,  practicing  physician  and  surgeon  of  Cumberland, 
and  a  specialist  in  the  human  eye,  ear,  nose  and  throat,  was  born  in  Afton, 
Minn.,  Feb.  4,  1864,  son  of  Dr.  B.  F.  and  Amelia  (Van  Vleck)  Babcock.  B.  F. 
Babcock  was  born  near  Camden,  N.  Y.,  in  1835,  a  descendant  of  early  New 
England  ancestry,  the  family  tradition  being  that  five  brothers  of  the  name 
of  Babcock  came  to  Rhode  Island  in  Colonial  times  and  there  established  the 
family  in  this  country.  He  studied  medicine  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  and  grad¬ 
uated  from  the  Buffalo  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons.  He  came  west  in 
1854,  and  located  in  Stillwater,  Minn.,  where  he  practiced  his  profession. 
From  there  he  moved  to  Afton,  where  he  practiced  until  his  death,  Sept.  20, 
1870.  His  wife,  who  came  of  one  of  the  old  Holland  families  of  New  York 
State,  spent  her  declining  years  in  Cumberland,  Wis.,  where  she  died  in  1905. 
There  were  four  children  in  the  family.  Two  died  young.  Henry  C.  is  a 
dentist  in  St.  Paul.  Isaac  G.  attended  the  public  schools  of  Afton,  and  also 
the  St.  Croix  Valley  Academy  at  that  place,  graduating  in  1881.  Then  for 
three  years  he  read  medicine  with  Dr.  B.  J.  Merrill,  of  Stillwater,  walking  from 
the  family  home  in  Afton  to  the  doctor’s  office  at  Stillwater,  twelve  miles 
away.  At  the  same  time  he  supported  his  family  by  teaching  school  winters 
and  working  as  a  carpenter  in  the  summers.  In  1886-7  he  studied  in  the  old 
St.  Paul  Medical  College,  in  the  meantime  serving  as  an  interne  in  the  old  Still¬ 
water  Hospital.  September,  1887,  he  entered  the  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical 
College,  in  New  York  City,  and  was  graduated  March  12,  1888.  Thus  prepared, 
he  started  practice  at  Stockholm,  Wis.,  where  he  remained  for  nine  months. 
Then  he  went  to  Red  Wing,  Minn.,  where  he  practiced  a  little  over  a  year 
as  a  partner  of  Dr.  W.  A.  Jones,  still  a  well-known  physician  now  of  Salt  Lake, 
Utah.  Dr.  Babcock  came  to  Cumberland  in  1890  and  here  he  has  since  re¬ 
mained.  His  thirty  years’  work  here  is  an  integral  part  of  the  story  of  the 
northwestern  part  of  the  county.  He  has  seen  the  generations  grow  up,  and 
has  been  the  beloved  physician,  advisor  and  friend  to  hundreds  of  families. 
His  interest  in  youth  is  shown  by  the  excellent  service  he  has  rendered  as  a 
member  of  the  school  board  for  many  years.  He  is  a  Blue  Lodge,  Chapter  and 
Commandery  Mason,  and  has  been  through  the  chairs  of  the  local  lodge  of 
Knights  of  Pythias.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican.  Dr.  Babcock  was  married 
July  4,  1882,  at  Hudson,  Wis.,  to  Melissa  C.  Squire.  Mr.  Squire  settled  in 
Shakopee,  Minn.,  in  the  early  days,  and  moved  from  there  to  Afton,  Minn.,  in 
1880.  After  the  death  of  Mr.  Squire,  his  widow  married  John  Carroll,  of  Lake 
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City.  She  is  now  dead.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Babcock  have  five  children,  Minnie, 
Frank,  Florence,  Grace  and  George.  Minnie  is  the  wife  of  R.  F.  Donehower, 
of  Lidgerwood,  N.  D.  Frank  is  a  practicing  physician  of  Cumberland.  Flor¬ 
ence  has  charge  of  the  English  department  at  the  Jonesville,  Wis.,  High  School. 
Grace  teaches  elementary  science  in  the  Cumberland  High  School.  George,  a 
veteran  of  the  World  War,  is  a  dentist  of  Cumberland. 

Frank  Babcock,  M.  D.,  practicing  physician  and  surgeon  of  Cumberland, 
was  born  in  Afton,  Minn.,  April  3,  1885,  the  son  of  Isaac  G.  and  Melissa  C. 
(Squire)  Babcock.  He  was  brought  to  Cumberland  by  his  parents  and  was  here 
reared,  passing  through  the  graded  schools,  and  graduating  from  the  Cum¬ 
berland  High  School  in  1903.  Then  for  two  years  he  received  business  experi¬ 
ence  in  various  places  in  the  Northwest.  In  1907  he  entered  the  Marquette 
University,  at  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  medicine  in 
1912.  With  this  preparation  he  came  back  to  Cumberland  and  engaged  in 
practice  with  his  father.  In  1915  he  went  to  Haugen,  also  in  this  county,  and 
opened  an  office  there.  He  came  back  to  Cumberland  in  1918,  opened  an  office, 
and  has  since  been  in  successful  practice  here.  He  is  at  present  municipal 
health  officer.  Fraternally,  he  associates  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  Dr. 
Babcock  was  married  Jan.  26,  1920,  to  Mabel  Irwin,  daughter  of  George  and 
Lila  (Anderson)  Irwin,  long-time  residents  of  Cumberland.  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Babcock  have  one  child,  Jean  Phyllis. 

George  H.  Babcock,  D.  D.  S.,  practicing  dentist  of  Cumberland,  was  born 
in  the  city  where  he  still  resides,  Nov.  30,  1895,  son  of  Isaac  G.  and  Melissa  C. 
(Squire)  Babcock.  He  passed  through  the  public  schools  and  graduated  from 
the  Cumberland  High  School  in  1914.  In  that  year  he  entered  the  dental  de¬ 
partment  of  the  Northwestern  University  at  Chicago,  and  was  graduated  with 
the  degree  of  D.  D.  S.  in  1917.  Then  he  opened  an  office  in  Haugen,  in  this 
county,  where  he  practiced  for  one  year.  He  opened  an  office  in  Cumberland 
in  1918.  He  has  a  well  equipped  laboratory  and  operating  room,  and  is  well 
prepared  to  handle  all  cases  requiring  dental  surgery  and  oral  hygiene.  He 
and  his  brother,  Frank,  a  physician,  have  a  suite  of  offices,  using  the  pleasant 
reception  room  together.  On  July  15,  1918,  he  was  inducted  into  the  United 
States  service,  trained  at  Camp  Hancock,  Georgia,  and  was  made  machine  gun 
instructor,  being  discharged  July  12,  1919.  Dr.  Babcock  was  married  March 
8,  1920,  at  Wabasha,  Minn.,  to  Frances  Brand,  of  Cumberland,  daughter  of 
Edward  and  Emma  Brand,  who,  upon  coming  to  Wisconsin,  settled  first  at 
Turtle  Lake  in  this  county  and  then  came  to  Cumberland,  where  they  man¬ 
aged  the  Commercial  Hotel.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Babcock  had  one  son,  George  Frank, 
who  died  in  infancy.  • 

John  A.  Bergstein,  successful  business  man  of  Cumberland,  was  born  in 
Sweden,  Aug.  28,  1851,  son  of  Carl  and  Mary  A.  Bergstein,  both  natives  of  that 
country,  and  life-long  residents  there,  the  father  being  a  carpenter  and  farmer. 
In  1870,  one  of  the  daughters  of  the  family,  Susana,  later  the  wife  of  Adolph 
Newman,  came  to  this  country  and  located  in  Centralia,  Wis.  In  1872  came 
John  A.  and  a  sister,  Jennie,  who  afterward  became  wife  of  Frank  Anderson. 
For  a  while,  John  A.  farmed  near  Centralia,  Wis.,  and  worked  in  the  sawmills 
there.  In  1876  he  went  to  Washington  Territory  where  he  spent  two  years, 
farming.  He  went  to  California,  in  1878,  and  for  four  years  worked  on  a 
ranch.  In  1882  he  went  to  South  Dakota,  and  farmed.  He  came  to  Cumber¬ 
land  in  the  fall  of  1889,  and  entered  the  employ  of  Frank  Anderson’s  Mar¬ 
ket,  working  there  in  suitable  seasons,  and  in  the  meantime  devoting  some  of 
his  winters  to  logging.  In  the  spring  of  1908  he  opened  his  present  market. 
This  he  has  since  successfully  conducted,  and  he  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  solid, 
substantial  men  of  the  community.  For  twelve  years  he  farmed  in  Crystal 
Lake  Township,  and  during  a  part  of  that  time  was  town  assessor.  He  is  in¬ 
terested  in  fraternal  affairs,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows,  which  order 
he  joined  in  California,  and  also  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  and  his  fam¬ 
ily  attend  the  Congregational  Church.  Mr.  Bergstein  was  married  at  Cum- 
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berland  in  1902  to  Minnie  Oako,  who  died  in  January,  1906.  On  November, 
1916,  he  married  Cora  L.  (Mitchell)  Hart,  widow  of  Sam  Hart. 

August  C.  Bruesewitz,  for  nearly  thirty-five  years  a  leading  citizen  of 
Brighton  Township,  Marathon  County,  who  has  now  selected  Cumberland  as 
a  desirable  place  in  which  to  spend  the  pleasant  afternoon  of  life,  was  born  in 
Germany,  Oct.  13,  1851,  the  son  of  Ernest  and  Sophia  (Mouns)  Bruesewitz,  both 
now  deceased.  He  received  his  education  in  his  native  land,  and  remained 
with  his  parents  until  1869.  In  that  year,  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  he  came  to  the 
United  States,  and  located  in  Dodge  County,  Wis.,  where  he  was  variously  em¬ 
ployed  for  some  eleven  years.  It  was  in  1880  that  he  went  to  Marathon  County, 
and  purchased  120  acres  in  Brighton  Township.  He  erected  a  set  of  buildings, 
cleared  up  the  land,  and  as  the  years  passed,  developed  one  of  the  best  places 
in  that  part  of  the  county.  Busy  as  he  was  in  developing  his  farm,  and  rear¬ 
ing  his  large  family  of  children,  he  nevertheless  found  time  for  much  public 
service.  For  nine  years  he  was  a  valued  member  of  the  town  board,  one  year  of 
which  he  was  chairman.  He  was  also  town  assessor  for  one  year.  His  interest  in 
education  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  he  was  on  the  school  board  of  his  district 
as  treasurer  for  twenty-four  years.  In  1914  he  retired  and  rented  his  fine  farm 
to  his  son,  Frank.  Then  in  looking  about  for  a  place  to  live,  he  fixed  upon 
Cumberland.  He  is  very  fond  of  fishing  and  of  out-door  life,  and  here  he 
found  a  place  where  he  could  indulge  in  that  liking  to  the  utmost,  and  a  place 
where  he  could  have  a  pleasant  home  amid  agreeable  surroundings  and  with 
congenial  townspeople.  Accordingly,  he  purchased  a  home  on  North  Street, 
and  there  he  now  lives.  He  was  married  Sept.  13,  1880,  to  Ida  Boeder,  who 
was  born  in  Dodge  County,  Wis.,  Sept.  7,  1863,  daughter  of  Frederick  and 
Fredericka  (Hohm)  Boeder,  natives  of  Germany,  who  came  to  America  in  1866, 
and  settled  in  Dodge  County,  where  they  farmed  for  the  remainder  of  their 
lives.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bruesewitz  have  ten  children:  Ella,  Frank,  Anna,  Dora, 
Walter,  Minnie,  Robert,  Fred,  Linda  and  Irene.  Ella  was  born  June  24,  1881, 
and  is  the  wife  of  Robert  Voelker,  of  Marathon  County,  Wis.  Frank  was  born 
Nov.  7,  1882,  and  as  already  noted,  operates  the  home  farm  in  Marathon  County. 
Anna  was  born  April  7,  1884,  and  died  Aug.  2,  of  the  samfe  year.  Dora  was 
born  July  3,  1885,  and  is  the  wife  of  Herman  Schwantis,  of  Marathon  County, 
Wis.  Walter  was  born  Nov.  7,  1890,  and  is  farming  in  Clark  County,  this 
state.  Minnie  was  born  Aug.  1,  1892,  and  died  Dec.  29,  1900.  Robert  was  born 
Jan.  31,  1894,  and  now  lives  in  Marathon  County,  Wis.  Fred  was  born  Nov.  24, 
1896,  and  is  farming  in  Park  County,  Wis.  Linda  was  born  Nov.  11,  1898, 
and  is  now  Mrs.  Paul  Walitz,  of  Marathon  County,  Wis.  Irene  was  born  July 
20,  1900,  and  lives  at  home.  * 

James  Collingwood,  a  respected  and  active  citizen,  now  living  retired  in 
Cumberland,  was  born  in  Ontario,  Canada,  Dec.  8,  1857,  the  son  of  Thomas  and 
Violet  (Dixon)  Collingwood.  The  father  was  born  in  England,  came  to  Canada 
in  1851,  and  spent  his  life  as  a  farmer  and  railroad  contractor.  He  died  in 
1882.  The  mother  was  born  in  Scotland.  After  the  death  of  her  husband  she 
came  to  the  United  States  and  took  up  her  home  with  her  son,  Thomas  D.,  at 
Cumberland.  When  he  died,  she  went  to  live  with  her  son,  James,  until  her 
death,  November,  1903.  In  her  early  days  she  had  been  maid  to  a  lady  of  the 
English  royalty,  and  she  had  many  interesting  stories  to  tell  of  her  experiences.. 
Of  the  five  children  in  the  family,  John  S.  lives  in  Everett,  Wash.;  William 
lives  in  Huron  County,  Ontario,  Canada;  James  lives  in  Cumberland;  Thomas 
D.,  a  pioneer  of  Cumberland,  is  dead;  and  Robert,  who  lived  in  Idaho,  is  also 
dead.  James  was  reared  in  the  Province  of  Ontario,  and  was  there  educated. 
At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  secured  employment  on  a  ranch  and  a  little  later 
worked  in  a  store  at  Winnipeg.  In  1882  he  came  to  the  States  and  located  in 
Cumberland.  Shortly  afterward  he  homesteaded  80  acres  in  Section  34,  Cum¬ 
berland  Township,  and  to  this  added  80  acres  by  purchase.  When  he  took  this 
land  it  was  all  covered  with  heavy  timber.  With  some  assistance  of  employes, 
he  cleared  and  broke  this  land  and  erected  a  fine  set  of  buildings.  There  he 
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successfully  carried  on  general  farming  and  stock  raising  for  a  long  period  of 
years.  In  1918  he  rented  the  farm,  and  for  two  seasons  was  employed  by  the 
Fame  Canning  Co.  at  Cumberland.  In  1920  he  took  a  trip  to  the  State  of  Wash¬ 
ington,  where  his  brother  lives.  Early  in  1921  he  returned  to  Cumberland.  He 
is  a  prominent  man  in  the  community,  has  been  town  supervisor  and  town 
assessor  at  varying  periods,  and  treasurer  of  his  school  district  for  more  than 
two  decades.  Mr.  Collingwood  was  married  Dec.  17,  1879,  in  Ontario,  to  Jane 
Narin,  a  native  of  Canada,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Jane  Narin,  who  spent 
their  lives  in  that  Dominion.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Collingwood  have  six  children. 
Violet  M.  is  the  wife  of  Charles  I.  Doll,  of  the  State  of  Washington.  Mary 
Edna  lives  in  Cumberland.  Walter  E.  is  a  ranchman  in  the  State  of  Wash¬ 
ington.  Lulu  C.  is  the  wife  of  Richard  Meisegeier,  of  Buckeye,  Washington. 
Effie  J.  also  lives  in  that  place.  Helen  N.  is  the  wife  of  Herbert  Howell,  who 
is  in  the  garage  business  in  Duluth,  Minn.  .  Walter  E.  Collingwood,  already 
mentioned,  was  inducted  into  the  United  States  service  from  Barron,  Sept.  21, 
1917,  and  was  assigned  to  Camp  Grant,  Rockford,  Ill.  He  was  transferred  to 
Camp  Logan,  Houston,  Texas,  April  3,  1919,  and  was  attached  to  Battery  F, 
123rd  Field  Artillery,  58th  Brigade,  33rd  Division.  He  sailed  from  the  States 
May  27,  1918,  and  saw  long  and  active  service.  The  famous  Thirty-third  par¬ 
ticipated  in. every  major  American  offensive,  from  Chateau  Thierry  to  Hell’s 
Valley.  After  the  Armistice  it  was  stationed  in  Luxembourg,  with  the  Army 
of  Occupation.  Mr.  Collingwood  returned  to  the  United  States  May  29,  1919, 
and  was  discharged  at  Camp  Grant,  June  8,  1919. 

Fred  Otto,  a  well-to-do  farmer  of  Section  36,  Cumberland  Township,  was 
born  in  Buchannan  County,  Iowa,  Aug.  8,  1865,  the  son  of  Henry  and  Mary 
(Romey)  Otto,  both  of  whom  are  now  dead.  Henry  was  a  cabinet  maker  by 
trade,  followed  it  24  years  at  Independence,  Iowa.  As  a  boy  he  attended  school 
in  his  native  county.  For  some  years  he  did  farm  work,  rented  different  farms, 
and  for  eight  years  clerked  in  a  hardware  store  at  Independence,  Iowa.  In 
1913  he  came  to  Barron  County,  and  bought  120  acres  in  Section  36,  Cumber¬ 
land  Township.  He  fixed  over  the  buildings,  erected  others,  and  has  cleared 
an  additional  45  acres.  Here  he  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and 
dairying,  and  has  a  fine  herd  of  graded  Holsteins,  headed  by  a  full-blooded 
sire.  He  is  a  good  citizen,  farmer  and  neighbor,  and  stands  well  with  all  who 
know  him.  His  holdings  include  shares  in  the  Barron  Creamery  Co.  Mr.  Otto 
was  married  Oct.  10,  1894,  to  Mary  Flynn,  who  was  born  Nov.  4,  1861,  the 
daughter  of  Thomas  Flynn.  She  was  a  faithful  wife,  mother  and  neighbor, 
and  died  Dec.  26,  1920.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Otto  had  one  son,  F.  Raymond,  born  Oct. 
9,  1898.  He  helps  his  father  on  the  farm  and  is  well  liked  among  the  young 
people  of  the  community.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church. 

Charles  W.  Poulter,  farmer,  stock-breeder  and  exhibitor,  specialist  in 
Shropshire  sheep,  and  active  man  of  affairs,  is  a  fine  type  of  modern  Wis¬ 
consin  farmer.  He  studies  modern  methods,  he  believes  in  farming  as  the  lead¬ 
ing  occupation  in  the  country,  he  is  widely  known,  and  he  is  as  well  liked  and 
esteemed  as  he  is  well  known.  He  was  born  in  Lee  County,  Iowa,  July  15,  1889, 
the  son  of  Charles  J.  and  Martha  (Clark)  Poulter,  natives  of  Illinois  and  Iowa. 
These  good  people  came  to  Barron  County  from  Iowa,  in  1901,  and  bought  160 
acres  in  Section  1,  Cumberland  Township.  This  was  then  all  wild.  He  erected 
a  set  of  log  buildings  and  cleared  a  part  of  the  land.  In  1906  he  bought  80 
acres  of  partly  cleared  land  in  Section  2,  where  he  erected  a  set  of  buildings, 
and  where  he  logged  and  brushed  a  part  of  the  land.  In  1918  he  moved  to 
Fayetteville,  Arkansas,  where  he  now  operates  a  poultry  and  fruit  farm.  His 
wife  died  in  1918.  In  the  family  there  are  four  children:  Alfred,  Samuel  R., 
Alice  and  Charles  W.  Charles  W.  attended  graded  school  in  Iowa.  He  con¬ 
tinued  his  graded  studies  after  he  was  brought  to  this  county  at  the  age  of 
twelve.  He  also  had  the  advantages  of  two  years  in  the  high  school  at  Cum¬ 
berland.  In  1907  he  entered  the  agricultural  college  of  the  University  of  Wis- 
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consin,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1909.  In  1911  he  rented  160  acres 
from  his  father  in  Section  1,  Cumberland  Township,  and  in  1912  bought  it. 
In  1917  he  bought  40  acres  more,  making  a  total  of  200  acres.  Of  this  tract 
he  has  stumped,  brushed  and  broke  70  acres.  In  1916,  he  erected  a  barn,  24 
by  80  feet,  with  an  18-foot  lean-to.  In  1920,  he  put  up  a  seven-room,  modern 
home.  At  that  time  he  also  built  a  number  of  outbuildings.  Here  he  suc¬ 
cessfully  carries  on  general  farming,  dairying  and  sheep  raising.  His  herd  of 
cattle  are  Guernsey  grades,  headed  by  a  full-blooded  sire.  His  sheep  are  pure¬ 
bred  Shropshires.  He  is  a  well-known  exhibitor  at  the  State  Fairs  in  Minne¬ 
sota,  Iowa,  North  Dakota  and  Wisconsin.  In  1908  he  had  the  champion  ram 
at  the  Wisconsin  State  Fair.  In  1911,  1912  and  1913-14  he  carried  off  the 
breeders’  flock  prize  at  the  Minnesota  State  Fair.  In  1919  he  had  the  cham¬ 
pion  ram  at  the  North  Dakota  State  Fair.  His  stock  has  a  good  sale  among 
fanciers  and  breeders  throughout  the  four  states.  Mr.  Poulter  is  a  stock¬ 
holder  in  the  Cumberland  Farmers  Light  &  Power  Co.,  which  furnishes  elec¬ 
tricity  for  his  farm.  He  is  naturally  interested  in  education  and  is  a  member 
of  the  school  board  of  his  district.  Mr.  Poulter  was  married  March  5,  1910, 
to  Sophie  Score,  who  was  born  May  21,  1887,  in  Lakeland  Township,  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Ole  and  Helena  (Berg)  Score.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  five 
unusually  bright  boys  and  one  girl:  Clarence  O.,  born  Dec.  5,  1910;  Lester  A., 
born  Sept.  9,  1912;  Glenn  V.,  born  June  27,  1914;  and  Clyde  S.,  born  Oct.  12, 
1916;  Dennis  Clark,  who  died  at  the  age  of  15  months  in  1920;  and  Helen 
Marie,  born  June  28,  1921. 

Samuel  R.  Poulter,  D.  V.  M.,  the  only  veterinarian  in  the  northwestern 
part  of  the  county,  was  born  in  Lee  county,  Iowa,  Nov.  5,  1891,  son  of  Charles 
J.  and  Martha  A.  Poulter,  natives  respectively  of  Iowa  and  Illinois.  The 
father  was  reared  in  Iowa,  was  there  married,  and  there  became  a  prosperous 
farmer.  He  came  to  Barron  County  in  1901,  and  farmed  in  Cumberland 
Township  until  1919,  when  he  moved  to  Fayetteville,  Arkansas,  where  he  is 
engaged  in  fruit  culture.  The  mother  died  at  Rochester,  Minn.,  in  November, 
1918.  In  the  family  there  were  four  children.  Charles  W.  is  farming  in  Sec¬ 
tion  1,  Cumberland  Township.  Alfred  C.  is  on  the  home  farm  in  Section  2. 
Mary  keeps  house  for  her  father  in  Arkansas.  Samuel  R.  was  a  lively 
youngster  of  ten  years  when  the  family  came  to  Barron  County.  He  attended 
the  graded  and  high  schools  of  Cumberland,  and  early  became  interested  in 
farm  animals.  In  1912  he  entered  the  Chicago  Veterinary  College,  and  was 
graduated  with  the  degree  of  D.  V.  M.  in  1915.  With  this  preparation  he  at 
once  started  practice  in  Cumberland.  Here  he  has  built  up  a  large  practice, 
and  is  highly  regarded  for  his  skill  as  a  veterinarian  and  his  merits  as  a  man. 
In  September,  1917,  he  answered  his  country’s  call,  and  offered  his  services 
to  the  government.  He  was  accordingly  commissioned  second  lieutenant  in 
the  Veterinary  Corps  and  served  as  such  at  Camp  Hancock,  Ga.,  until  his 
discharge,  in  March  1919.  Fraternally,  Dr.  Poulter  is  associated  with  the 
Masonic  order  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  Dr.  Poulter  was  married  at  Cum¬ 
berland,  Sept.  8,  1920,  to  Jennie  Nystrom,  daughter  of  Axel  and  Emma 
Nystrom,  both  natives  of  Sweden,  who  upon  coming  to  the  United  States 
settled  first  in  Duluth,  and  then  came  to  Cumberland.  The  father  died  March 
30,  1920,  and  the  mother  is  still  living  in  Polk  County. 

Erick  E.  Neby,  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  a  respected  and  substantial 
citizen  of  Section  31,  Cumberland  Township,  was  born  in  Tonset,  Norway, 
and  was  reared,  educated  and  married  there.  In  1881  he  came  to  America  and 
located  on  80  acres  of  land  in  Section  31,  Cumberland  Township.  This  land 
was  then  covered  with  heavy  timber.  With  courage  in  his  heart,  and  with 
faith  in  the  future,  he  set  to  work,  and  as  the  years  passed,  his  untiring  efforts 
resulted  in  a  well-merited  success.  He  put  up  a  good  set  of  buildings,  cleared 
ninety  acres,  built  fences,  purchased  suitable  equipment,  and  developed  an 
excellent  place.  Here  he  successfully  carried  on  general  farming  and  dairy¬ 
ing.  At  one  time  he  owned  an  additional  80  acres  in  Clinton  Township,  this 
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county,  but  this  he  sold  in  1916.  Mr.  Neby  was  a  most  excellent  type  of  mod¬ 
ern  farmer.  He  was  an  ideal  husband  and  father,  he  took  much  pride  in  his 
home  and  family  and  found  his  greatest  happiness  among  his  own  children. 
He  was  a  patriotic  citizen,  a  good  man,  a  genial  companion  and  generous 
neighbor,  honest  and  upright  in  all  his  relations,  charitable  of  the  short¬ 
comings  of  others,  and  imbued  with  the  true  Christian  spirit.  As  a  father 
he  was  interested  in  education,  and  served  on  the  school  board  of  his  district. 
For  one  year  he  showed  fairness  and  discretion  as  township  assessor.  In 
the  Norwegian  Lutheran  congregation  he  was  especially  prominent.  He 
helped  to  build  the  church  in  Clinton  Township,  near  his  home,  and  for  many 
years  served  as  one  of  its  deacons.  After  a  well  spent  and  worthy  life,  he 
died  Sept.  24,  1907.  Mr.  Neby  was  married  in  Norway,  July  11,  1881,  to 
Marit  Lokken,  who  was  born  in  that  country,  June  30,  1861,  the  daughter  of 
Ole  and  Anna  (Okren)  Lokken,  the  latter  of  whom  died  in  Norway,  and  the 
former  of  whom  came  to  America  in  1884,  and  lived  with  the  Neby  family 
until  his  death.  This  union  was  blessed  with  ten  children:  Edward,  Ole, 
Martin,  Anton,  Knute  E.,  Theodore  E.,  Peter,  Millie,  Anna  and  Elmer.  Edward 
was  born  Nov.  11,  1883,  and  is  a  cabinet  maker  in  Minneapolis.  Ole  was  born 
Oct.  27,  1886,  and  is  farming  in  Clinton  Township.  Martin  was  born  Dec. 
13,  1888.  He  was  inducted  into  the  United  States  service,  July  23,  1918,  and 
trained  at  Camp  Grant,  Rockford,  Ill.,  with  Co.  M,  343rd  Infantry,  86th 
Division,  and  was  later  transferred  to  Co.  G,  343rd  Infantry,  77th  Division. 
He  was  equipped  for  overseas  duty  at  Camp  Merritt,  New  Jersey,  and  sailed 
for  France  in  September,  1918.  He  saw  vigorous  action  in  the  Argonne 
sector,  acquitted  himself  as  a  good  soldier,  came  through  unscathed,  and  re¬ 
turned  to  the  States  in  June,  1919.  He  was  discharged  at  Camp  Grant,  June 
12,  1919.  Anton  was  born  Feb.  27,  1890,  grew  to  attractive  boyhood,  and  died 
Sept.  24,  1905.  Knute  E.  was  born  Aug.  31,  1892.  He  enlisted  at  Minneapolis, 
Aug.  31,  1918,  in  Co.  4,  Motor  Transport  Corps,  and  was  assigned  as 
instructor  at  Kansas  City,  Mo.  He  was  discharged  Dec.  10,  1918.  Theodore 
E.  was  one  of  the  heroes  who  gave  his  life  in  the  cause  of  his  country.  He 
was  inducted  into  the  United  States  service,  March  4,  1918,  trained  at  Camp 
Dodge,  Iowa,  and  Camp  Logan,  Texas,  and  was  assigned  first  to  Co.  E,  130th 
Infantry,  88th  Division,  afterward  being  transferred  to  Co.  E,  130th  Infantry, 
33rd  Division.  He  sailed  for  France  May  15,  1918,  landed  at  Brest,  was 
assigned  first  with  the  British  troops,  and  later  saw  active  service  at  Verdune, 
St.  Mihiel  and  the  Argonne  Forest.  He  was  killed  in  action  Nov.  10,  1918,  and 
his  body  transferred  here  and  buried  Aug.  7,  1921.  As  a  boy,  he  was  bright, 
active,  affectionate  and  industrious.  As  a  young  man  he  was  hard  working, 
progressive,  unselfish,  and  very  popular  among  the  young  people.  As  a 
soldier  he  was  faithful  to  every  duty  imposed  in  him.  In  making  the  Supreme 
Sacrifice  he  placed  his  name  forever  in  the  rolls  of  those  great  souls  who  have 
given  their  lives  that  the  world  might  be  a  better  place  in  which  to  live.  He 
was  born  Oct.  8,  1894,  and  was  24  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Peter 
was  born  Jan.  9,  1897.  He  also  gave  his  life  in  his  country’s  service.  He  was 
inducted  into  the  army  Aug.  14,  1918.  He  was  sent  to  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  with 
Co.  8,  Sweeney  Auto  School  Unit,  Motor  Transport  Corps,  and  was  assigned  to 
training  duty.  He  was  assigned  for  service  in  France  when  he  was  taken  sick 
and  died  of  influenza,  Oct.  5,  1918.  His  death,  coming  so  soon  after  his  en¬ 
listment,  was  a  great  shock  to  the  community.  Like  his  brother,  he  was  a 
lively  and  attractive  boy,  doing  well  in  his  studies  and  making  himself  useful 
about  the  home.  As  a  young  man,  he  was  ambitious  and  energetic,  and  took 
his  part  in  all  the  affairs  of  the  community.  He  was  making  a  good  record, 
and  had  a  bright  future  before  him  both  as  a  soldier  and  as  a  citizen,  when 
illness  overtook  him.  Millie  was  born  Jan.  26,  1899.  Anna  was  born  Feb.  7, 
1901,  and  is  a  stenographer  dt  Clear  Lake.  Elmer  was  born  June  5,  1903. 
The  home  farm  is  operated  by  Martin,  Knute  and  Elmer,  for  the  mother.  All 
are  active  young  men  who  have  the  best  interests  of  the  community  at  heart. 
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and  are  making  good  strides  along  the  road  to  success.  They  are  keeping  the 
farm  in  good  shape  and  are  successfully  carrying  on  general  farming  and 
dairying  in  an  approved  manner. 

John  Lundstrom,  an  estimable  and  highly  regarded  citizen  of  Cumberland 
Township,  where  he  has  been  a  prominent  figure  for  nearly  forty  years,  was 
born  Jan.  24,  1867,  in  Sweden,  the  son  of  Carl  and  Christens  (Johnson) 
Lundstrom,  who  spent  the  span  of  their  years  in  that  country.  He  attended 
school  there,  and  as  a  youth  and  young  man,  farmed  there.  In  1883  he  came 
to  America,  finding  his  way  directly  to  Cumberland  Township,  where  he 
secured  40  acres  in  Section  21,  in  partnership  with  Nels  J.  Forsell.  In  1887 
he  sold  his  interest  in  that  tract,  and  bought  80  acres  in  section  28.  Later  he 
bought  80  acres  in  Section  16,  eighty  in  Section  28,  and  26  in  Section  27, 
making  a  total  of  266  acres.  Of  this  large  tract,  he  cleared  and  stumped  no 
less  than  150  acres.  He  put  up  a  fine  set  of  buildings  on  the  original  eighty 
in  Section  28,  and  an  additional  barn  on  the  other  eighty  in  Section  28,  and 
still  another  barn  on  the  eighty  in  Section  16.  The  two  last  named  eighties, 
with  the  barns  set  thereon,  he  has  since  sold,  leaving  him  a  good  farm  of 
105  acres.  Here  he  successfully  carried  on  general  farming  and  dairying. 
His  herd  is  of  Shorthorns,  headed  by  a  full  blooded  sire.  He  has  for  many 
years  been  one  of  the  real  leaders  in  the  community.  So  pleased  was  he  with 
this  region,  when  he  first  came  here,  that  he  did  all  in  his  power  to  pursuade 
others  to  locate  here.  Not  only  did  he  encourage  them  in  coming,  but  he 
helped  them  when  they  got  here,  giving  them  suggestions  about  getting 
started  and  aiding  them  in  every  way  possible.  As  a  further  move  toward 
progress  and  development,  he  assisted  in  building  up  and  keeping  improved 
the  highways  in  the  neighborhood.  He  saw  in  the  Cumberland  Farmers* 
Light  &  Power  Co.  another  advantageous  project  for  the  community,  and 
became  one  of  its  stockholders  and  supporters.  When  the  line  was  put 
through,  he  installed  electricity  on  his  farm.  As  the  father  of  children  he  has 
desired  good  educational  facilities  in  the  neighborhood,  and  has  done  his 
share  toward  that  result  by  serving  for  some  eighteen  years  as  treasurer  of 
the  school  board  of  his  district.  All  in  all  he  has  been  just  the  sort  of  man 
that  the  town  has  needed,  and  he  has  done  his  full  duty  as  a  citizen  in  every 
respect,  reaping  a  full  measure  of  honor  and  respect  and  esteem.  He  and 
his  family  are  active  in  the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church  at  Cumberland.  Mr. 
Lundstrom  was  married  in  Sweden  on  Sept.  1,  1877,  to  Anna  Marklund,  who 
was  born  Dec.  16,  1854,  the  daughter  of  Gust  and  Christina  (Brenstrom) 
Marklund,  who  spent  the  span  of  their  years  in  that  country.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lundstrom  have  ten  children.  Velma  C.  was  born  Nov.  18,  1878,  and  is  now 
the  wife  of  Carl  A.  Hedman,  of  Cumberland  Township.  Anna  V.  was  born 
Jan.  12,  1881,  and  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Lindquist,  of  Minneapolis.  Teckla  E. 
was  born  Sept.  18,  1883,  and  is  the  wife  of  Clarance  Jacobson,  of  Cumberland. 
Minnie  S.  was  born  April  3,  1885,  and  is  the  wife  of  William  Nyman,  of  Cum¬ 
berland.  John  H.  was  born  Aug.  10,  1888.  He  was  a  young  man  of  unusual 
promise  and  was  cut  off  in  the  prime  of  life  by  being  electrocuted  in  a  garage 
at  Cumberland,  Aug.  2,  1915.  Fred  E.  was  born  Nov.  8,  1890,  and  is  a  garage 
man  in  Minneapolis.  He  married  Florence  Scorder.  Delia  L.  was  born 
April  26,  1894,  and  is  the  wife  of  Peter  Steineck,  of  Faribault,  Minn.  Violetta 
was  born  Dec.  29,  1895  and  is  a  clerk  in  Cumberland.  Elling  W.  was  born 
May  21,  1898,  and  is  at  home.  Grace  E.  was  born  Dec.  19,  1900,  and  is  at 
home.  All  the  members  of  the  family  have  done  well  in  life  and  are  well 
thought  of. 

Andrew  Lindquist,  estimable  citizen,  was  born  in  Sweden,  and  there 
married  Johannah  Anderson.  He  came  to  America  in  1883,  landed  at  New 
York,  Aug.  23,  and  came  directly  to  St.  Croix  Falls,  Wis.  Then  he  moved  to 
Barronett,  this  county,  and  worked  for  the  Barronett  Lumber  Co.  In  1894 
he  came  to  Cumberland  Township,  and  purchased  80  acres  in  Section  15, 
Cumberland  Township.  He  erected  a  fine  set  of  buildings,  and  cleared  up 
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nearly  all  the  land.  Here  he  carried  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  He  is 
a  stockholder  in  the  Cumberland  Farmers’  Light  &  Power  Co.,  in  the  Star 
Cheese  Factory,  and  in  the  Comstock  Co-operative  Creamery.  Mrs.  Lindquist 
died  Oct.  10,  1910,  age  49.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lindquist  are  the  parents  of  seven 
children:  John  A.,  Alfred  F.,  who  operates  the  home  farm  with  his  brother 
William;  Jennie,  who  is  in  charge  of  the  Island  City  Hospital  at  Cumberland; 
Anna,  a  nurse  in  that  institution;  William  A.,  at  home,  and  Arthur  and 
Esther,  both  deceased. 

Alfred  F.  Lindquist,  one  of  the  real  leaders  in  the  modern  progress  of 
Cumberland  Township,  was  born  in  St.  Croix  Falls,  Polk  County,  Wis.,  Feb. 
6,  1889,  the  son  of  Andrew  and  Johannah  (Anderson)  Lindquist.  He  was 
brought  to  his  present  farm  of  80  acres  in  Section  15,  Cumberland  township, 
as  a  small  boy,  and  was  here  reared  and  educated.  In  working  the  home  farm, 
he  has  continued  the  improvements  made  by  his  father,  and  is  successfully 
carrying  on  general  farming  and  dairying  along  modern  and  scientific  lines. 
From  young  manhood  up,  he  has  been  active  in  all  the  things  which  have 
meant  progress  and  betterment,  and  he  is  enthusiastic  and  aggressive  in  every¬ 
thing  that  pertains  to  the  improvement  of  rural  conditions.  His  abilities  as 
clerk  and  as  execuive  are  widely  acknowledged.  He  is  president  of  the  Cum¬ 
berland  Township  unit  of  the  Barron  County  Farm  Bureau,  and  thoroughly 
believes  in  its  future.  He  is  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Crop  Growers 
Association,  and  of  the  Cow  Testing  Association.  He  helped  to  organize  the 
Cumberland  Farmers  Light  &  Power  Co.,  and  has  also  been  an  enthusiastic 
supporter  of  the  Stanfold  Cheese  Co.  of  Section  7,  Stanfold  Township.  In 
1919  he  showed  fairness  and  good  judgment  as  assessor  of  the  township. 
The  same  year  he  was  elected  clerk  of  his  school  board  and  is  still  serving. 
Mr.  Lindquist  was  married  May  5,  1917,  to  Katherine  E.  Larson,  who  was 
born  Sept.  24,  1893,  the  daughter  of  Charles  A.  and  Katherine  (Johnson) 
Larson.  These  good  people  were  born  in  Sweden,  came  to  America  in  1880, 
landed  in  New  York,  lived  in  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  a  year,  and  in  1881  came  to 
Cumberland,  this  county,  where  he  worked  in  the  mills  for  several  years.  In 
1893  he  settled  on  76  acres  in  section  15,  Cumberland  township,  where  he  has 
developed  a  good  farm.  Mrs.  Larson  died  Jan.  14,  1919.  In  the  Larson  family 
there  were  six  children.  Charles  is  in  Mason,  Wis.,  as  manager  of  the 
Farmers’  Co-operative  Store  there.  Ada,  deceased,  married  William  Downs. 
Gustie  is  at  home.  Lillian,  wife  of  Alvin  Finley,  is  dead.  Katherine  is  the 
wife  of  Alfred  F.  Linquist.  Mary  is  dead.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Linquist  have  two 
children.  Katherine  was  born  April  15,  1918.  Shirley  A.  was  born  Dec.  12, 
1919. 

Hans  J.  Larson,  now  deceased,  early  settler,  and  for  nearly  forty  years 
a  prominent  and  progressive  farmer  of  Cumberland  Township,  came  to  this 
township  in  1882,  and  bought  120  acres  in  Section  2.  This  was  all  wild  land, 
and  there  were  then  but  few  settlers  in  the  immediate  vicinity.  He  started 
in  with  but  little,  but  as  the  result  of  hard  work  the  tract  soon  began  to  show 
evidence  of  intelligent  occupancy  and  management.  To  his  original  holdings, 
he  added  120  acres  in  Lakeland  Township,  so  that  in  all  he  owned  240  acres. 
He  cleared  the  entire  tract,  put  up  a  good  set  of  buildings,  acquired  suitable 
equipment,  and  for  many  years  successfully  carried  on  general  farming  and 
dairying.  In  1914,  feeling  that  the  tract  was  somewhat  larger  than  he  desired 
to  handle,  he  sold  it,  and  bought  40  acres  in  Section  1,  Cumberland  Township. 
There  he  put  up  a  good  set  of  buildings,  and  there  farmed  until  his  death, 
Feb.  20,  1919.  A  brief  outline  of  Mr.  Larson’s  career  here,  does  little  to  ex¬ 
press  what  his  life  really  meant  to  the  community.  He  did  everything  he 
could  to  assist  in  the  development  of  this  part  of  the  county,  he  met  every 
duty  in  life  as  it  came  to  him,  he  was  an  ideal  family  man,  and  a  good  citizen, 
respected  and  esteemed  for  his  intelligence,  his  manhood,  his  neighborliness 
and  his  friendliness.  He  was  born  at  Vestre  Uslef,  Denmark,  Dec.  6,  1855, 
and  descended  from  good  Danish  stock.  In  early  boyhood  he  became  a  sailor, 
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and  followed  the  seas  until  1880.  In  that  year  he  landed  at  New  York  City, 
and  came  directly  to  Cumberland  City  where  he  worked  in  the  sawmills  and 
in  the  neighboring  woods  for  two  years  before  buying  a  farm.  Mr.  Larson 
was  married  Sept.  1,  1884,  to  Dorthea  Hendevidt,  who  was  born  in  Denmark, 
Feb.  17,  1861,  and  came  to  America  in  1882.  This  union  was  blessed  with 
eleven  children:  Jacob,  Nina,  Bessie,  Louis,  Christ,  Dora,  William,  Fred, 
Dewey,  Anna  and  Elmer.  Jacob  was  born  April  4,  1886,  and  is  a  garage  man 

in  Cumberland.  Nina  was  born  Aug.  28,  1887,  and  is  the  wife  of  Rudolph 

Strunk,  of  Lake  City,  Minn.  Bessie  was  born  Dec.  9,  1888,  and  is  the  wife 
of  Thomas  Millows,  of  Buffalo,  New  York.  Louis  was  born  March  21,  1890, 
and  manages  the  home  farm  for  the  mother.  Christ  was  born  May  8,  1891. 
He  was  inducted  into  the  United  States  service,  July  23,  1918,  and  trained 
with  Co.  B,  3rd  Regt.,  Pioneer  Infantry,  at  Camp  Wadsworth,  South  Caro¬ 
lina.  Later  he  was  at  Camp  Stawil,  Virginia.  He  sailed  for  France,  Aug.  29, 

1918,  was  there  nearly  a  year,  returned  to  the  States  July  24,  1919,  and  was 

discharged  July  31,  1919,  from  Camp  Grant,  Rockford,  Ill.  Dora  was  born 
March  24,  1893,  and  i»  the  wife  of  Michael  Le  Jeune,  of  Bear  Lake,  this 

county.  William  was  born  Oct.  13,  1918.  He  was  inducted  into  the  United 

States  service  July  23,  1918.  He  trained  at  Camp  Grant,  Rockford,  Ill.,  with 
Co.  M,  343rd  Regiment,  Infantry,  left  for  Camp  Mills,  N.  J.,  in  August,  1918. 
He  sailed  in  September,  1918,  and  saw  action  in  the  Argonne  Forest  with  Co. 
H,  331st  Infantry,  78th  Division.  He  was  gassed  in  action.  In  due  time  he 
was  returned  to  the  United  States  and  was  discharged  at  Camp  Grant,  June  1, 

1919.  Fred  was  born  Dec.  6,  1896,  and  is  a  farmer.  Dewey  was  born  June  14, 
1898.  He  enlisted  in  Minneapolis,  Aug.  18,  1918,  and  trained  at  Great  Lakes, 
Illinois.  Later  he  was  sent  to  Camp  Luce.  From  there  he  was  transferred  to 
Norfolk,  Va.,  and  was  assigned  to  the  U.  S.  S.  “Iowa”.  Next  he  served  on 
the  U.  S.  S.  “May”.  He  was  discharged  Aug.  12,  1919.  Anna  was  born  May 
26,  1900.  Elmer  was  born  April  4,  1902.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the 
Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Francis  Marion  Kirby,  now  deceased,  veteran  of  the  regular  army  and  of 
the  Civil  War,  pioneer  of  Wisconsin,  and  early  settler  of  Cumberland  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  March  12,  1833,  the  son  of  John  B.  and 
(Barllett)  Kirby,  and  Scotch  and  English  ancestry,  respectively,  who 
brought  him  to  Madison,  Dane  County,  Wis.,  when  he  was  a  young  boy.  He 
was  but  sixteen  when  he  went  overland  to  the  Pacific  Coast,  and  there  at 
Sante  Fe,  New  Mexico,  enlisted  in  the  regular  army,  with  which  he  served  at 
Indian  garrison  posts  for  five  years.  Then  he  returned  to  Wisconsin.  In 
1861,  he  enlisted  in  Co.  D,  5th  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  served  for 
three  years  as  a  good  soldier  in  the  Civil  War.  Afterward  he  lived  near 
Sparta,  in  Monroe  County,  this  state,  for  some  years.  In  1878  he  came  to 
Barron  County,  and  bought  80  acres  in  Section  8,  Cumberland  Township.  He 
erected  a  log  cabin  and  log  shed,  and  cleared  up  some  of  the  land.  He  started 
in  as  a  true  pioneer,  enduring  many  hardships,  and  undergoing  many 
interesting  experiences.  He  was  getting  a  good  start  here  when  he  died,  Oct. 
2,  1896.  Mr.  Kirby  was  an  admirable  American  citizen  of  the  staunch  old 
type.  Ambitious  and  vigorous  of  mind,  kindly  of  disposition  and  generous  in 
his  view  point,  he  made  friends  wherever  he  went,  and  few  people  of  his  time 
were  held  in  higher  respect  and  esteem  than  he.  He  was  married  April  12, 
1871,  to  Mary  Musson,  who  was  born  in  Walworth  County  this  state.  May  6, 
1853,  the  daughter  of  George  and  Demarius  (Strader)  Musson.  This  union 
has  been  blessed  with  six  children:  Lelah  M.,  John  B.,  George  M.,  Maude, 
Clyde  V.  and  Marion  L.  Maude  is  dead.  Lelah  M.  is  the  wife  of  Forest 
Abbott,  of  Cumberland.  John  B.,  George  M.  and  Marion  L.  are  employed  in 
Cumberland.  Clyde  V.  operates  the  home  farm.  He  was  born  Oct.  3,  1881, 
was  educated  in  the  district  school,  reared  on  the  home  place,  and  has  always 
remained  here.  He  is  an  active  and  energetic  man,  a  good  citizen,  a  good 
farmer  and  a  good  neighbor.  He  has  put  up  a  good  set  of  buildings  and  con- 
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tinued  the  clearing  of  the  land.  He  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying. 
The  mother,  a  mbst  kindly  and  gracious  lady,  widely  esteemed  and  be¬ 
loved,  still  lives  here.  The  family  is  well  thought  of  by  all. 

Henry  Horstman,  owner  of  a  fine  farm  of  200  acres  in  Sections  26  and 
27,  Cumberland  Township,  was  born  in  New  Minden,  Illinois,  Aug.  22,  1872, 
the  son  of  Christ  and  Caroline  (Busse)  Horstman.  These  good  folks  were 
born  in  Germany,  came  to  America  as  young  people  and  spent  their  lives  as 
farmers  in  Illinois,  the  father  dying  Aug.  15,  1905,  and  the  mother  Feb.  24, 
1908.  In  the  family  there  were  seven  children:  Christ,  of  Illinois;  Henry,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch;  Fred  and  William,  of  Missouri;  and  Caroline,  Mary 
and  Emma,  of  Illinois.  Henry  Horstman  was  educated  in  his  native  state 
and  worked  with  his  father,  learning  farming  thoroughly  in  all  its  branches. 
In  1896  he  took  over  the  general  store  at  Minden,  and  successfully  conducted 
it  for  thirteen  years.  He  was  well  known  and  well  liked  in  that  community, 
he  was  a  good  business  man,  he  built  up  a  good  business,  and  had  the 
confidence  of  his  customers.  His  thoughts  still  turned  to  farm  life,  however. 
He  learned  of  the  opportunities  offered  in  the  cut-over  regions  of  Wisconsin, 
so  he  sold  his  store,  and  in  1910  came  to  Barron  County,  where  he  bought  200 
acres  in  Sections  26  and  27.  He  has  added  80  acres  more  in  Section  23.  He 
rebuilt  all  the  structures  he  found  on  the  place  and  enlarged  them.  He 
cleared  an  additional  35  acres,  and  put  up  some  new  fences.  All  in  all  he 
has  built  up  a  fine  place.  The  buildings  are  sightly  and  in  good  repair,  and 
surrounded  with  a  pleasant  lawn.  The  land  is  well  tilled  and  productive. 
The  equipment  in  tools  and  machinery  is  most  excellent  in  every  respect.  He 
successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying  and  has  a  good  grade 
of  Durham  cattle,  headed  by  a  full  blooded  sire.  He  is  one  of  the  strong  men 
of  the  community,  and  has  much  influence  among  his  fellow  men.  He  is 
interested  in  everything  that  pertains  to  the  growth  of  the  community,  and 
has  taken  shares  in  the  Cumberland  Farmers’  Light  &  Power  Co.,  and  in  the 
McKinley  Telephone  Co.  In  public  affairs  his  interest  has  centered  especially 
in  the  educational  affairs  of  the  community,  and  for  the  past  six  years  he 
has  done  most  admirable  service  as  a  member  of  the  school  board  of  his 
district.  He  and  his  family  attend  the  German  Lutheran  Church.  Mr.  Horst¬ 
man  is  a  fine  type  of  the  Illinois  men  who  came  here  with  capital  to  invest, 
with  the  intention  of  taking  their  share  in  the  development  of  this  region, 
and  his  efforts  have  been  crowned  with  success.  He  was  married  at  Minden, 
Ill.,  June  17,  1897,  to  Louisa  Vulbrock,  who  was  born  at  Minden  Feb.  22, 
1879,  the  daughter  of  Louis  and  Christina  (Froelke)  Vulbrock,  both  now 
deceased.  Raymond  S.  C.  was  born  June  17,  1898,  grew  to  promising  boy¬ 
hood,  and  died  Dec.  27,  1912.  Ella  C.  L.  was  born  May  30,  1900;  Alina  M.  L. 
was  born  Aug.  26,  1903.  Louisa  W.  C.  was  born  May  27,  1907.  Harriett  S.  A. 
was  born  July  1,  1909.  Lydia  B.  C.  was  born  Feb.  5,  1912.  Frieda  D.  B.  was 
born  Jan.  28,  1915.  Henry  R.  O.  was  born  June  4,  1916.  Paul  O.  W.  was  born 
March  12,  1918.  Clarice  R.  was  born  Nov.  7,  1919. 

John  A.  Hedlund,  a  representative  citizen  of  Cumberland  Township,  was 
born  in  Sweden,  Jan.  4,  1849,  the  son  of  John  and  Urika  (Erickson)  Hedlund, 
who  spent  the  span  of  their  years  in  that  country.  He  attended  school  in  his 
native  land,  and  for  some  years  was  a  farmer  and  carpenter.  At  one  time  he 
owned  and  operated  200  acres  of  land.  In  1882  he  came  with  John  Westin 
and  Nels  Johnson,  and  located  in  Cumberland  Township,  where  the  three 
bought  80  acres  of  land  in  Section  22,  of  which  his  share  was  26  acres.  That 
fall  he  bought  40  more  acres  in  Section  21,  and  in  1890  he  purchased  65  acres 
in  Section  16,  thus  making  a  total  of  131  acres.  He  put  up  a  log  cabin  and 
started  homemaking  there.  Later  the  cabin  and  buildings  were  destroyed  by 
fire,  and  he  then  put  up  a  good  set  of  frame  buildings.  In  the  early  days  be¬ 
fore  his  farm  was  developed  to  a  profitable  basis,  he  worked  out  to  get  funds 
to  keep  things  going.  At  various  times  he  took  contracts  to  build  highways. 
In  the  winters  of  1883  and  1884  he  worked  in  the  woods  for  the  Maxwell 
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Lumber  Co.  For  many  years  he  continued  to  successfully  carry  on  general 
farming  and  dairying  and  built  up  a  good  farm.  In  1911  he  rented  the  farm 
to  his  sons,  but  still  continues  to  make  his  home  there.  He  is  a  stock  holder 
in  the  Farmers’  Light  &  Power  Co.  of  Cumberland,  and  in  the  Comstock 
Creamery.  As  the  father  of  a  fine  family  of  children,  he  has  been  interested 
in  education,  and  has  served  on  the  school  board  of  his  district.  Now  in  the 
afternoon  of  life,  he  is  spending  his  declining  years,  blessed  with  the  honor 
and  esteem  of  the  community,  and  happy  in  the  standing  that  his  family  has 
attained  in  the  community.  Mr.  Hedlund  was  married  Dec.  12,  1874,  in 
Sweden,  to  Christine  K.  Johnson,  who  was  born  there  Dec.  30,  1864,  and  died 
Nov.  24,  1914.  She  is  laid  to  rest  in  the  Lakeside  Cemetery  at  Cumberland. 
Mrs.  Hedlund  was  a  most  estimable  woman  of  many  excellent  qualities,  a 
sympathetic  and  helpful  wife,  an  understanding  and  indulgent  mother,  and  a 
good  neighbor.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hedlund  have  had  eleven  children,  of  whom 
seven  are  living. 

John  Hellstrom,  Section  17,  Cumberland  Township,  public  official,  suc¬ 
cessful  farmer  and  man-of-affairs,  was  born  in  Sweden,  June  26,  1867,  the 
son  of  Peter  and  Christina  (Nelson)  Hellstrom.  He  received  such  education 
as  could  be  obtained  in  the  neighborhood,  and  worked  at  farming  and  black- 
smithing.  In  1887,  at  the  age  of  twenty,  he  came  to  the  United  States,  landed 
at  New  York,  and  found  his  way  directly  to  Cumberland.  Here  he  entered 
the  employ  of  the  Beaver  Dam  Lumber  Co.  with  which  concern  he  remained 
for  twenty  years.  In  the  meantime,  in  1901,  he  bought  40  acres  in  Section  17, 
Cumberland  Township,  started  working  on  it  at  intervals,  and  since  1907  has 
devoted  the  major  part  of  his  time  to  it.  He  has  put  up  a  pleasant  home,  a 
commodious  barn,  and  other  buildings,  installed  an  electric  light  plant  and 
other  conveniences,  and  made  a  sightly  yard.  Of  the  land  he  has  brushed 
and  stumped  thirty  acres,  and  erected  suitable  fences.  He  successfully 
carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying  and  has  a  good  herd.  He  has  been 
active  in  the  affairs  of  the  Farmers’  Light  &  Power  Co.  of  Cumberland,  and 
in  1919  was  made  vice-president.  As  a  good  citizen  he  has  taken  his  part  in 
public  affairs.  In  1913  he  was  elected  supervisor,  and  in  1919  he  was  elected 
town  chairman.  In  this  position  he  has  given  most  excellent  service.  He 
believes  in  progress  and  improvement,  but  he  is  very  mindful  that  the 
burden  of  taxation  must  not  be  too  great,  and  therefore  while  advocating 
progress  along  all  lines,  he  believes  that  the  utmost  value  should  be  received 
for  every  cent  spent  for  progress.  On  the  county  board  his  judgment  is  sound 
and  conservative,  and  he  is  a  member  of  a  number  of  important  committees. 
The  Cumberland  Old  Settlers’  Association  has  found  him  a  valuable  member. 
Fraternally  he  is  associated  with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  and  has 
been  an  officer  of  the  local  lodge.  He  has  also  done  much  to  promote  the 
interests  of  the  Farm  Bureau.  All  in  all,  he  is  a  useful  and  active  citizen. 
He  is  a  man  of  energy,  good  judgment,  and  straightforward  character,  and 
has  the  esteem  and  respect  of  all.  Mr.  Hellstrom  was  married  July  18,  1889, 
to  Augusta  Swanson,  who  was  born  Jan  5,  1866,  in  Sweden,  the  daughter  of 
John  and  Carrie  Swanson.  She  lost  her  parents  when  young  and  was  reared 
in  the  home  of  Carl  Hawkinson.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hellstrom  have  four  children: 
Oscar  E.,  Frieda  V.,  Frank  G.  and  Hilda  C.  Oscar  E.  was  born  May  7,  1890, 
and  is  at  the  head  of  the  shipping  department  of  the  F.  A.  Patrick  Co.,  Duluth 
wholesalers.  Frieda  V.  was  born  March  11,  1892.  For  some  ten  years  she 
was  the  efficient  stenographer  and  private  secretary  to  the  Coe  Brothers, 
Barron  attorneys.  Frank  G.  was  born  July  21,  1896.  He  enlisted  Aug.  14, 
1918,  trained  at  Madison,  Wis.,  and  Omaha,  Neb.,  and  served  with  the  62nd 
Balloon  Corps,  on  the  Atlantic  coast.  He  was  discharged  at  Camp  Grant, 
Rockford,  Ill.,  April  4,  1919,  and  is  now  an  automobile  man  in  Minneapolis. 
Hilda  C.  is  the  wife  of  Dane  G.  Knapp,  of  Minneapolis.  She  was  born  May 
20,  1898.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church. 
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Charles  M.  Dahl,  a  worthy  early  settler,  a  familiar  figure  in  the 
vicinity  of  Cumberland  for  nearly  forty  years,  was  born  in  Sweden,  Feb. 
16,  1842,  attended  school  when  he  could,  and  devoted  his  young  manhood 
to  farming.  In  1882  he  came  to  America,  landed  in  New  York,  and  found  his 
way  directly  to  Cumberland.  Here  for  eleven  years  he  was  employed  in  saw¬ 
mills  by  the  Beaver  Lake  Lumber  Co.,  and  the  Beaver  Dam  Lumber  Co.  In 
1891  he  bought  160  acres  in  Section  27,  Cumberland  Township.  In  the  spring 
of  1894  he  settled  upon  it.  He  was  getting  a  good  start  when  everything  was 
swept  away  by  the  fire  of  1894.  But  undaunted,  he  started  again.  Gradually 
he  built  up  a  good  place.  He  cleared  80  acres,  and  successfully  carried  on 
general  farming  and  dairying  for  some  years.  In  1903  he  sold  the  uncleared 
80  to  his  son,  Charles.  He  continued  to  operate  the  cleared  80  until  1916, 
when  he  rented  it  to  his  son,  August,  with  whom  he  now  lives.  His  good 
wife  died  April  16,  1921.  Mr.  Dahl  is  a  most  estimable  man,  who  is  well 
thought  of  throughout  the  community.  He  has  been  especially  interested  in 
church  affairs.  He  helped  to  organize  the  Swedish  Lutheran  congregation 
at  Cumberland,  and  was  the  first  deacon  appointed.  It  is  noteworthy  that  his 
son,  Charles,  was  the  first  child  confirmed  in  the  church.  Mr.  Dahl  was 
married  in  Sweden,  in  1869,  to  Helen  Christian  Larson,  who  was  born  in  that 
country  Oct.  29,  1849.  This  union  was  blessed  with  four  children,  Charles, 
Albin,  Axel  and  August.  Charles  and  August  are  farming  on  the  old  place. 
Albin  is  in  Duluth,  Minn.  Axel  is  in  Cumberland  Village. 

Charles  Dahl,  a  representative  farmer  of  Section  27,  Cumberland  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  Sweden,  Nov.  20,  1870,  and  attended  school  there.  He  was 
brought  to  Cumberland  as  a  boy  of  12,  in  1882.  As  soon  as  he  was  old 
enough  he  went  to  work,  and  for  thirteen  years  was  employed  by  the  Beaver 
Dam  Lumber  Co.,  and  the  Beaver  Lake  Lumber  Co.  In  1903  he  purchased  80 
acres  of  his  father’s  farm.  He  put  up  a  good  set  of  buildings  and  cleared 
fifty  acres  of  the  land.  Here  he  has  continued  to  successfully  carry  on  gen¬ 
eral  farming  and  dairying  on  a  profitable  scale.  He  has  good  equipment  and  a 
good  herd  of  graded  cattle.  Aside  from  his  farm  holdings,  he  is  the  .owner  of 
stock  in  the  Comstock  Co-operative  Creamery  Co.  and  in  the  Vermillion  Dairy 
Co.  Mr.  Dahl  is  a  hard  working,  industrious  man,  of  excellent  standing,  and 
is  doing  his  duty  as  a  good  citizen  in  every  respect.  He  was  married  Dec.  28, 
1905,  to  Anna  Nyman,  who  was  born  in  Sweden  in  1878,  the  daughter  of  John 
and  Mary  (Westerland)  Nyman,  now  residing  in  Cumberland  Village. 

August  Dahl,  an  experienced  and  energetic  farmer  of  Section  3,  Cumber¬ 
land  Township,  was  born  in  Sweden,  July  22,  1881,  the  son  of  Charles  M.  and 
Helen  (Larson)  Dahl,  who  brought  him  here  when  he  was  an  infant.  He  was 
reared  here,  attended  school,  learned  farming  from  his  father,  and  remained 
at  home  until  1907.  Then  he  went  to  Duluth,  Minn.,  and  for  nine  years  was 
employed  by  the  Marshall-Wells  Hardware  Co.  In  1916  he  returned  and  rented 
80  acres  of  his  father’s  farm.  Here  he  successfully  carries  on  general  farm¬ 
ing  and  dairying.  He  has  a  good  place  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  useful 
and  influential  men  of  the  community.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Vermillion 
Dairy  Co.  Mr.  Dahl  was  married  May  10,  1909,  to  Cemelia  Johnson,  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  J.  Johnson,  the  former  of  whom  lives  at  Cumber¬ 
land  and  the  latter  of  whom  is  dead.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dahl  have  a  fine  family 
of  four  bright  children:  Helen  C.,  Werner  H.,  Ellsworth  M.  and  Clara. 

John  Nesvold,  a  prudent  and  careful  farmer  of  Sections  2  and  11,  Cum¬ 
berland  Township,  was  born  in  Norway,  July  20,  1863,  the  son  of  Engebrit  and 
Ingeborg  (Smemo)  Peterson,  who  spent  the  span  of  their  years  in  that  coun¬ 
try.  He  attended  school  in  his  native  land,  and  as  a  young  man  worked  in  the 
copper  mines.  He  came  to  America  in  1891,  landed  at  Quebec,  Canada,  and 
found  his  way  directly  to  Cumberland,  in  this  county,  where  for  nearly  fifteen 
years  he  worked  for  the  Beaver  Dam  Lumber  Co.,  in  sawmills  and  lumber 
yards.  He  was  a  good  workman,  and  highly  valued  by  his  employers.  In  1915 
he  bought  40  acres  in  Section  2,  Cumberland  Township.  In  1916  he  bought  40 
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acres  more  in  Section  11,  in  the  same  township,  making  him  a  good  place  of 
80  acres.  He  has  put  up  a  good  set  of  buildings  and  cleared  and  broken  about 
20  acres.  Here  he  carries  on  mixed  farming  and  dairying,  and  has  a  good  herd 
of  mixed  Guernsey  cattle.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  Cumberland  Camp, 
No.  866,  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  He  is  doing  his  duty  in  life  as  he  sees 
it,  and  is  a  useful  and  estimable  citizen.  Mr.  Nesvold  was  married  July  1, 
1888,  in  Norway,  to  Dorothy  A.  Moen,  who  was  born  in  that  country,  Nov.  17, 
1866,  the  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Bertha  Moen.  This  union  has  been  blessed 
with  six  children.  Ingeborg  was  born  in  1889  and  died  in  infancy.  Inga  was 
born  Dec.  29,  1891,  and  is  now  in  Minneapolis.  Albert  was  born  Oct.  31,  1896. 
He  was  inducted  into  the  United  States  service  Aug.  14,  1918,  trained  at  Camp 
Hancock,  Georgia,  with  the  14th  Co.,  161st  Depot  Brigade,  and  was  discharged 
June  7,  1919.  He  is  now  at  home.  John  was  born  June  3,  1898;  Ellen  B.  was 
born  Aug.  24,  1900;  Anna  M.  was  born  Sept.  20,  1903.  The  family  attends  the 
Norwegian  Lutheran  Church  in  Section  10. 

John  D.  Olson,  vice-president  of  the  Island  City  Bank,  and  extensively  in¬ 
terested  in  real  estate  and  farm  mortgages,  was  born  in  Sweden,  March  11, 
1868,  son  of  the  Rev.  Olaf  and  Mary  Johnson,  the  former  of  whom  was  a 
Lutheran  clergyman  in  the  Swedish  State  Church,  and  both  of  whom  spent  the 
entire  span  of  their  years  in  that  country.  John  D.  was  reared  amid  pious 
surroundings,  received  a  good  education,  and  was  graduated  from  the  general 
course  at  the  University  of  Uppsala.  He  then  entered  the  Royal  Army  for 
regular  service,  but  after  ten  months  he  was  granted  a  discharge  by  the  king 
for  the  purpose  of  locating  in  America.  Accordingly,  he  set  out,  and  landed 
in  Chicago  in  the  fall  of  1889.  Then  he  went  to  St.  Paul,  and  secured  employ¬ 
ment  in  sawmills  along  the  line  of  the  St.  Paul  and  Duluth  Railroad.  Then  he 
returned  to  St.  Paul  and  secured  work  with  the  street  car  company.  From 
there  he  went  to  Albert  Lea,  in  the  same  state,  and  remained  there  two  years. 
In  1891  he  located  at  Clam  Falls,  Polk  County,  Wis.,  and  worked  in  a  store 
and  drove  a  stage  between  that  place  and  Shell  Lake.  Seven  and  a  half  years 
later  he  engaged  in  logging  at  Clam  Falls.  In  1901  he  took  up  his  headquar¬ 
ters  at  Cumberland,  and  for  fourteen  years  engaged  in  logging  and  lumber¬ 
ing  in  this  vicinity.  Then  he  took  up  his  present  business.  He  buys  and  sells 
both  city  and  rural  property,  and  both  improved  and  unimproved  land.  He  also 
has  quite  a  business  in  farm  loans  and  mortgages.  He  is  active  in  every  good 
work,  and  was  especially  prominent  in  home  activities  during  the  war.  After 
the  National  Guard  went  into  service  and  the  State  Guards  were  organized,  he 
was  made  second  lieutenant  of  the  Fifteenth  Company,  Wisconsin  State  Guards, 
which  had  its  headquarters  at  Cumberland.  His  commission  was  dated  Oct. 
14,  1918,  and  he  served  until  June  15,  1920.  He  was  made  vice-president  of  the 
Island  City  Bank  at  Cumberland  in  January,  1916.  Mr.  Olson  was  married  at 
Hudson  in  April,  1900,  to  May  Wilson,  daughter  of  Bradley  and  Diantha  Wil¬ 
son,  who  were  born  in  New  York  State  and  in  their  adult  years  came  west  and 
settled  in  Clam  Falls,  Wis.,  where  the  mother  died  soon  after  they  came,  and 
where  the  father  died  in  1918.  In  the  Wilson  family  there  were  ten  children, 
of  whom  seven  are  living:  Christopher,  Frank,  Stirl;  Clara,  wife  of  Robert 
Brown,  of  Shell  Lake,  Wis.;  May  Etta,  wife  of  Chester  Godell,  of  Elrose, 
Canada;  and  Lois,  wife  of  Eugene  Steves,  who  lives  south  of  Webster,  Wis. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Olson  have  four  children:  Vernice,  wife  of  William  Tabot,  of 
Cumberland;  Mildred  and  Shirley,  attending  the  Cumberland  High  School;  and 
Hugh  David.  One  son,  Hubert,  and  one  daughter,  Florence,  are  dead. 

Thomas  Iveland,  a  solid  and  well-to-do  farmer  now  living  in  the  Village 
of  Brill,  was  born  in  Christiansand,  Norway,  Nov.  13,  1862,  son  of  Haaken  and 
Bertha  Iveland,  the  former  of  whom  died  in  Norway,  and  the  latter  of  whom 
came  to  this  country  and  died  in  1901.  In  the  family  there  were  eight  children: 
Tilda,  Johanna,  Emma,  Anna,  Dora  (first),  Dora,  Thomas  and  Ole.  Thomas 
was  reared  in  his  native  land  and  there  learned  the  masons’  trade.  He  came  to 
America  in  1884,  and  located  in  Yankton,  S.  D.  There  he  tried  farming  for 
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about  three  years,  but  later  took  up  his  trade  again  and  moved  to  Washington, 
Idaho.  From  there  he  came  to  Whitehall,  in  Trempealeau  County,  this  state, 
where  he  likewise  followed  his  trade.  After  this  he  came  to  Washburn  County, 
north  of  Barron  County,  and  secured  a  place  of  80  acres  which  he  developed 
and  improved.  To  this  he  added  another  80  acres,  but  did  not  improve  or  op¬ 
erate  the  second  tract.  In  1914  he  sold  out  and  moved  to  Brill,  where  he  pur¬ 
chased  twenty  acres  of  land  and  a  comfortable  residence.  Although  he  is 
practically  retired,  he  works  a  part  of  the  place,  and  does  considerable  gar¬ 
dening.  He  stands  well  in  the  community  and  is  respected  by  all  who  know 
him.  His  holdings  include  stock  in  the  Brill  Creamery  Co.  Mr.  Iveland  was 
married  Aug.  12,  1893,  to  Julia  Gunderson,  who  was  born  in  Norway,  March 
28,  1861,  daughter  of  Ole  and  Bertha  Gunderson,  who  came  to  America  from 
Norway  in  1866,  located  in  Jackson  County,  this  state,  and  later  moved  to 
Turner  County,  South  Dakota,  where  the  father  died  in  1897  and  the  mother 
in  1917.  The  children  in  the  family  were:  Levi,  Hans,  Andrew,  Julia,  Hanna, 
Frederick  and  Adolph.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Iveland  have  an  adopted  son,  Clarence, 
who  was  born  Aug.  12,  1893,  and  farms  in  Barron  County.  He  married  Anna 
Lewis,  and  they  have  three  children,  Carolina,  Hazel  and  Victor.  The  family 
attends  the  meetings  of  the  Long  Lake  Congregation  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran 
Church. 

Carroll  E.  Cavanaugh,  formerly  educator,  and  now  assistant  postmaster 
of  Cumberland,  was  born  in  Walworth  County,  Wis.,  Aug.  20,  1886,  the  son 
of  Charles  and  Hannah  (Hatch)  Cavanaugh,  natives  of  this  state,  who  now 
live  in  Superior,  where  the  father  is  employed  with  a  grocery  firm.  In  the 
family  there  are  four  children,  Mary,  Ruth,  Alice  and  Carroll  E.  Carroll  E. 
received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  schools  of  his  neighborhood,  and 
then  entered  the  Wisconsin  State  Normal  School,  at  Whitewater,  Wis.,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1909.  With  this  preparation  he  taught  school  a 
year  each  in  Browndear,  Eldrion,  Cold  Spring  and  Barronette,  all  in  this  state. 
In  1914  he  was  timekeeper  at  Horican,  Wis.,  for  the  Van  Brunt  Manufacturing 
Co.  The  next  year  he  returned  to  Barronette  and  taught  another  year.  In 
1916  he  was  offered  and  accepted  his  present  position.  He  at  once  identified 
himself  with  the  progress  of  the  town,  he  has  made  a  good  official  and  a  good 
citizen,  and  has  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  who  know  him.  He  was  in¬ 
ducted  into  the  United  States  service  June  14,  1918,  and  trained  for  telephone 
service  with  the  field  artillery  at  Camp  Taylor,  Kentucky,  until  his  discharge, 
Dec.  20,  1918.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus  at 
Delevan,  Wis.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 
Mr.  Cavanaugh  was  married  Feb.  16,  1920,  to  Katherine  Duren,  born  in  Chip¬ 
pewa  County,  Wis.,  March  5,  1893,  daughter  of  William  and  Susan  Duren,  both 
now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cavanaugh  have  one  son,  Charles  William,  born 
Dec.  7,  1920. 

James  Whitt,  Cumberland,  now  deceased,  was  born  in  Virginia,  and  mar¬ 
ried  Sarah  Howery  in  Arena,  Wis.  They  came  to  Barron  County  from  Stanton, 
Neb.,  in  1904,  and  bought  80  acres  of  wild  land  in  Crystal  Lake  Township. 
They  "brushed”  sixty  acres,  and  there  carried  on  general  farming  until  1906, 
when  they  traded  the  tract  for  40  acres  in  Stanfold  Township.  They  cleared 
most  of  the  forty,  and  carried  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  In  1912  they 
sold  out.  Then  they  rented  a  farm  in  Cumberland  Township,  which  they  op¬ 
erated  for  two  years.  In  1914  they  retired  and  moved  to  Cumberland.  Mr. 
Whitt  died  on  April  24,  of  that  year,  and  his  wife  still  makes  her  home  in  that 
city.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whitt  were  the  parents  of  eight  children:  Eva,  now  Mrs. 
George  E.  Florer;  May,  now  Mrs.  Elwood  White,  of  Stanton,  Nek;  Alfred, 
in  Cumberland;  Walter  (deceased);  Grace,  now  Mrs.  George  Kirby;  Estella, 
now  Mrs.  John  Kirby;  Ida  and  Clinton,  both  in  Cumberland. 

George  E.  Florer,  custodian  and  superintendent  of  the  Cumberland  High 
School  Building,  was  born  in  McDonough  County,  Ill.,  March  4,  1871,  son  of 
James  and  Mary  (Baumgartner)  Florer,  natives  of  Germany  and  Kentucky, 
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respectively,  who  went  to  York  County,  Nebraska,  in  1873,  farmed  there  until 
1892,  then  farmed  in  Missouri  two  years,  then  went  to  Creston,  Neb.,  operated 
a  store  there  four  years  and  in  1897  they  came  to  Barron  County,  and  farmed 
in  Crystal  Lake  Township,  until  1917,  when  they  went  to  Rockford,  Iowa, 
where  they  now  live  on  a  farm.  George  E.  was  reared  and  educated  in  York 
County,  Nebraska,  and  also  lived  with  his  parents  a  while  in  Creston,  Nebraska. 
He  came  to  Barron  County  in  1903,  and  for  two  years  was  employed  as  a  farm 
laborer.  In  1905  he  moved  to  the  city  of  Cumberland,  then  for  a  year  he 
operated  a  dray  line  in  Cumberland.  In  1907  he  became  engineer  at  the  Cum¬ 
berland  municipal  light  plant.  He  has  occupied  his  present  position  since 
1911.  He  owns  a  pleasant  home  with  a  four-acre  tract  in  North  Cumberland, 
fronting  300  feet  on  picturesque  Beaver  Dam  Lake,  and  here  he  does  truck 
farming  in  the  summer  months.  Mr.  Florer  was  married  Dec.  15,  1896,  at 
Stanton,  Neb.,  to  Eva  Whitt,  who  was  born  at  Arena,  Wis.,  Nov.  28,  1876, 
daughter  of  James  and  Sarah  (Howery)  Whitt.  This  union  has  been  blessed 
with  three  children:  Walter,  Arthur  and  Jessie.  Walter  was  born  Aug.  30, 
1898.  and  is  now  attending  the  high  school  in  Cumberland,  Wis.  Arthur  was 
born  Dec.  26,  1899,  and  is  employed  by  W.  B.  Drake  Dray  Co.,  of  Cumberland. 
Jessie  was  born  May  23,  1902,  and  is  now  attending  the  Cumberland  High 
School. 

Andrew  A.  Dahle,  a  real  estate  dealer  and  stock  buyer,  who  has  dealt 
somewhat  extensively  in  Barron  County  farm  lands,  was  born  at  North  Bris¬ 
tol,  Dane  County,  Wis.,  the  son  of  Christian  and  Anna  (Randall)  Dahle,  and 
was  reared  and  educated  there.  He  was  married  there  to  Martha  Hovey,  who 
was  born  there,  and  whose  parents,  like  his  own,  were  early  settlers.  After 
his  marriage  he  moved  to  Morrisonville.  in  the  same  county,  where  he  dealt  in 
stock  about  a  dozen  years.  Then  he  moved  to  Sun  Prairie,  in  the  same  county, 
where  he  dealt  in  stock  on  a  still  larger  scale,  and  built  up  a  large  trade  in 
real  estate,  especially  in  the  cut-over  lands  of  the  northwestern  part  of  the 
state.  Later  he  retired  and  moved  to  Madison,  where  he  now  lives.  He  and 
his  good  wife  are  the  parents  of  seven  children,  of  whom  there  are  now  five 
living:  John;  Gertrude,  wife  of  Claude  Atkins,  Austin,  Minn.;  Artman,  Orris, 
and  Christian  J. 

Christian  J.  Dahle,  D.  D.  S.,  popular  dentist  of  Cumberland,  is  an  excel¬ 
lent  operator,  keeps  well  abreast  of  the  times  in  his  chosen  profession,  has  a 
comfortable  and  well-equipped  office  and  laboratory,  and  has  built  up  a  good 
clientele.  He  is  a  native  son  of  this  state,  having  been  born  in  North  Bristol, 
Dane  County,  April  30,  1885,  the  son  of  Andrew  A.  and  Martha  (Hovey)  Dahle, 
who  took  him  to  Morrisonville,  in  the  same  county,  as  a  baby,  and  to  Sun 
Prairie,  in  the  same  county,  as  a  young  boy.  He  finished  his  graded  studies 
at  Sun  Prairie,  entered  the  high  school  at  that  place,  and  was  graduated  there¬ 
from  in  the  class  of  1905.  With  this  preparation  he  entered  the  dental  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Northwestern  University  at  Chicago,  and  graduated  with  his 
doctorate  in  dentistry  in  the  class  of  1909.  He  then  further  perfected  him¬ 
self  in  his  profession  by  working  for  several  months  in  the  offices  of  leading 
dentists  in  Milwaukee  and  Beloit.  Then  he  returned  home  and  in  1910  opened 
an  office  in  Sun  Prairie.  He  has  been  practicing  in  Cumberland  since  Sept.  1, 
1916.  In  fraternal  circles  he  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  Dr. 
Dahle  was  married  at  Sun  Prairie,  May  29,  1915,  to  Anna  A.  Leitch,  daughter 
of  W.  T.  and  Esther  (Arnold)  Leitch,  natives,  respectively,  of  Scotland  and 
New  York.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Dahle  have  two  children,  John  Christian  and  Mary  J. 

Albert  Keesey,  owner  of  a  farm  in  Barron  County,  located  near  New 
Auburn,  and  well  known  both  in  Dunn  and  Eau  Claire  counties,  was  born  in 
Norway.  He  came  to  America  as  a  young  man  and  located  in  Eau  Claire, 
where  he  married  Laura  Tuff,  also  a  native  of  Norway.  For  many  years  he 
devoted  much  of  his  time  to  the  lumbering  industry,  working  in  camps  and  on 
river  drives.  In  the  meantime  he  also  farmed  during  the  growing  season,  first 
in  Dunn  County  and  later  in  Eau  Claire  County.  They  still  live  on  the  latter 
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tract.  In  the  family  there  were  six  children :  George  N.,  of  Brill ;  Laura,  now 
Mrs.  E.  E.  Cole,  of  Brill;  Fred  E.,  also  of  Brill;  Eugene,  of  Kellogg,  Idaho; 
Emma,  residing  on  the  home  farm;  and  Richard,  who  is  deceased. 

George  N.  Keesey,  founder  of  the  village  of  Brill,  first  and  present  post¬ 
master,  first  ticket  agent,  first  and  present  merchant,  first  and  present  vice- 
president  of  the  Brill  State  Bank,  founder  and  owner  of  the  Brill  Oil  Co.,  pro¬ 
prietor  of  a  good  farm  at  Brill,  and  a  specialist  in  raising  New  York  Rurals 
and  Triumph  seed  potatoes,  admirably  adapted  to  the  soil  and  climate  of  this 
region,  is  a  splendid  example  of  the  men  who  are  building  up  the  Northwest 
by  guiding  the  progress  of  the  small  hamlets  and  shipping  points  which  fur¬ 
nish  an  outlet  for  the  rich  farms.  He  is  energetic  in  manner,  genial  in  per¬ 
sonality,  helpful  in  spirit,  and  has  an  unusual  sense  of  fairness  so  that  he 
holds  the  respect  of  all  with  whom  he  has  dealings,  and  is  highly  regarded  as 
a  useful,  influential  and  patriotic  citizen.  He  was  born  May  5,  1873,  in  Dunn 
County,  this  state,  son  of  Albert  and  Laura  (Tuff)  Keesey,  pioneers  and  promi¬ 
nent  people  of  Eau  Claire  County.  He  attended  the  rural  schools  and  early 
took  up  farming  and  logging  with  his  father.  When  he  first  left  home  he 
worked  as  a  logger  in  the  woods  of  the  Lake  Superior  region.  Subsequently, 
he  managed  the  home  farm  for  a  while.  In  1897  he  became  a  business  man  at 
New  Auburn,  on  the  county  line  between  Barron  and  Chippewa  counties,  where 
he  had  a  store  and  a  potato  warehouse.  In  the  spring  of  1902  he  came  to  the 
present  site  of  Brill,  and  purchased  an  acre  of  land  along  the  line  of  the 
“Omaha”  Railroad,  which  had  been  put  through  the  previous  year.  Here  he 
built  a  small  store,  the  first  in  the  place.  In  this  store  the  postoffice  was 
opened.  Here  also  the  tickets  were  sold  for  the  railroad.  From  this  small 
beginning  has  grown  his  present  business.  The  store  is  now  a  model  of  its 
kind.  He  handles  everything  for  which  he  believes  there  will  be  a  demand, 
j?reat  or  small,  and  what  he  does  not  carry,  he  will  order.  He  has  managed 
to  infuse  his  own  spirit  into  the  spirit  of  his  associates,  and  the  place  is  not 
only  the  business  center  of  the  community,  where  the  people  come  to  do  their 
trading,  but  also  the  social  and  political  center,  where  people  make  appoint¬ 
ments  to  meet,  and  where  many  matters  of  public  import  are  discussed  and 
decided.  The  Brill  Oil  Co.  is  also  located  at  his  store.  He  buys  gasoline  and 
oils  in  carload  lots,  has  an  excellently  equipped  pumping  station,  and  supplies 
the  surrounding  countryside  by  means  of  a  large  distributing  tank-wagon. 
When  the  Brill  State  Bank  was  organized  he  was  made  its  vice-president  in 
recognition  of  the  part  he  took  in  starting  it.  He  has  also  taken  stoqk  in  the 
Brill  Creamery  Co.  and  the  Rice  Lake  &  Northeastern  Telephone  Co.  Fra¬ 
ternally,  he  is  a  member  of  Rice  Lake  Lodge,  No.  234,  A.  F.  and  A.  M.,  and 
Pokegama  Chapter,  No.  67,  R.  A.  M.  In  1920,  Mr.  Keesey  erected  a  pleasant 
residence  of  Kellastone  stucco,  which  is  one  of  the  show  places  of  this  vicinity. 
His  highly  developed  farm  of  80  acres,  stretched  north  and  south  of  his  resi¬ 
dence  along  Main  Street,  and  its  well-kept  appearance,  adds  much  to  the  at¬ 
tractive  appearance  of  the  whole  village  and  vicinity.  Mr.  Keesey  was  married 
Aug.  2,  1913,  to  Emilie  Cleveland,  who  was  born  in  England,  March  20,  1874, 
daughter  of  William  and  Marion  Hill.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church. 

August  Wolff,  mayor  of  Cumberland,  has  a  harness-making  shop  where 
he  does  all  kinds  of  leather  working,  and  enjoys  a  good  trade.  He  was  elected 
mayor  in  the  spring  of  1920,  by  the  largest  majority  ever  received  for  that 
office.  Previous  to  his  election  to  this  office,  he  had  served  the  city  for  fif¬ 
teen  years  as  alderman.  He  was  born  in  Germany,  Sept.  10,  1857,  son  of 
Julius  and  Louisa  Wolff.  The  father  died  when  August  was  a  young  boy.  The 
mother  then  married  Christian  Engelke,  who  brought  the  family  to  America 
in  1866,  and  settled  in  Richwood,  Wis.,  where  he  engaged  in  teaming.  After 
coming  to  this  country,  August  attended  private  school  at  Richwood.  At  the 
age  of  fifteen,  he  went  to  Watertown,  Wisconsin,  worked  in  a  hotel  a  short  time 
and  then  learned  the  harness-making  trade,  at  which  he  has  since  continued. 
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For  a  time  he  worked  at  his  trade  at  Madison,  and  from  there  went  to  Baraboo, 
where  he  worked  at  his  trade  for  August  Ringling,  father  of  the  famous  circus 
men.  Then,  after  a  short  while  at  home,  he  went  to  Milwaukee.  In  1879  he 
started  operating  a  shop  for  I.  Alsbacher,  at  Mauston,  Wis.  He  came  to  Cum¬ 
berland  and  opened  his  present  shop  in  1883.  It  is  the  oldest  shop  of  its 
kind  in  the  county.  Mr.  Wolff  was  married  at  Lynden,  Wis.,  Jan.  1,  1884,  to 
Lucy  Arntz,  daughter  of  Peter  J.  and  Bernadina  (Schmitz)  Arntz,  natives  of 
Holland,  and  early  settlers  of  central  Wisconsin.  The  father  was  the  first 
one  to  cross  the  bridge  at  the  Dells  of  the  Wisconsin  with  a  horse  team.  He 
was  then  on  his  way  to  the  mouth  of  the  Lemonweir  River,  with  a  boiler  for  his 
sawmill  there.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wolff  have  three  children,  Julius  F.,  Eva  and 
Werner  P.  Julius  F.  is  general  mining  engineer  for  the  Oliver  Iron  Mining 
Co.  at  Duluth.  Werner  P.  is  at  Ely,  Minn.,  and  is  mining  engineer  for  the 
Vermillion  district  in  the  employ  of  the  Oliver  Iron  Mining  Co.  Eva  is  now 
Sister  Mary  Madeleva,  and  is  teaching  in  the  Sacred  Heart  Academy  at  Ogden, 
Utah.  She  belongs  to  the  Order  of  the  Holy  Cross,  whose  mother  house  is  St. 
Mary’s,  Notre  Dame,  South  Bend,  Indiana. 

Frederick  E.  Wandrey,  a  hero  of  the  Civil  War,  and  for  twelve  years  pre¬ 
ceding  his  death  a  beloved  citizen  of  Cumberland,  was  born  in  Germany,  Nov. 
29,  1843,  and  was  brought  to  America  at  the  tender  age  of  seven  by  his  parents, 
who  lived  for  a  while  in  New  York  State  and  later  settled  on  a  farm  in  Winne¬ 
bago  County,  near  Neenah,  Wis.  Young  Frederick  was  but  eighteen  when,  in 
August,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Co.  I,  11th  Wis.  Vol.  Inf.  With  this  company  he 
served  throughout  the  war,  taking  heroic  part  in  such  action  as  the  Battles 
of  Port  Gibson,  Champion  Hill,  and  Big  Black  River  Bridge,  and  the  sieges  of 
Vicksburg  and  Fort  Blakely.  After  the  war,  he  located  in  Marquette  County, 
where  he  was  married.  From  there  they  moved  to  Wautoma,  in  Waushara 
County,  where  they  farmed  for  many  years.  They  came  to  Cumberland  in 
1903.  Here  they  at  once  established  themselves  as  good  citizens,  good  neigh¬ 
bors  and  good  friends.  Their  home  was  a  hospitable  one,  and  soon  became  one 
of  the  social  centers  of  the  city.  Mr.  Wandrey  died  Dec.  13,  1915,  and  his 
death  was  sincerely  mourned.  He  was  a  quiet,  unassuming  man  who  loved  his 
family  and  his  home,  and  who  earned  the  respect  of  all  with  whom  he  came  in 
contact.  Mr.  Wandrey  was  married  to  Mary  Zabel,  who  was  born  in  Ger¬ 
many,  April  5,  1852,  daughter  of  Frederick  and  Minnie  (Kroeger)  Zabel.  This 
union  has  been  blessed  with  thirteen  children:  Albert  H.,  born  May  18,  1870, 
now  of  fark  Falls,  Wis.;  Frederick  G.,  born  Dec.  18,  1871;  Emma,  born  March 
22,  1874;  Ida,  born  April  1,  1876;  Clara,  born  May  20,  1878;  George,  born  Nov. 
5,  1879  and  died  Oct.  12,  1903;  Ella,  born  May  27,  1882;  Minnie,  born  July  10, 
1884;  John,  born  Sept.  10,  1886;  Ernest  W.,  born  Nov.  6.  1887;  Laura  E.,  born 
Feb.  9,  1890;  Harley  H.,  born  March  11,  1892;  and  Agnes,  born  Nov.  24,  1894. 
Ernest  served  in  the  United  States  Navy  during  the  war. 

James  A.  Whiteford,  now  deceased,  for  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  a 
most  estimable  citizen  of  Cumberland  Township,  was  a  man  of  upright 
character  and  equitable  temperament,  who  stood  well  with  his  fellow  men, 
who  fulfilled  admirably  his  every  duty  and  obligation,  and  left  behind  him  the 
memory  of  a  well  spent  life.  He  was  born  in  Centralia,  Ontario,  Canada, 
March  1,  1867,  the  youngest  son  of  John  and  Margaret  (Gifford)  Whiteford, 
who  died  when  he  was  a  small  boy,  leaving  him  to  the  care  of  his  maternal 
grandparents.  Living  with  them  he  attended  the  graded  schools  of  his  native 
place.  Later  he  took  a  commercial  course  in  the  London  (Ontario,  Canada) 
Business  College.  Then  he  came  to  the  States  and  for  a  while  was  employed 
in  Sedalia,  Mo.,  in  the  car-yards  of  his  uncle,  both  as  a  carpenter  and  as  book¬ 
keeper.  Later  he  traveled  in  other  states.  He  came  to  Barron  County  in  1887, 
and  bought  160  acres  of  land  in  Section  34,  Cumberland  Township.  He 
cleared  nearly  the  entire  tract,  and  with  the  lumber  thus  obtained,  erected 
a  fine  set  of  buildings.  Here  he  successfully  carried  on  general  farming  and 
stock  raising,  and  became  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  community.  On  Sept. 
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16,  1911,  he  died,  after  an  heroic  fight  with  poor  health.  At  that  time  he  had 
been  clerk  of  the  school  district  for  some  twenty  years.  After  his  death, 
his  widow  operated  the  farm  with  the  help  of  her  family  until  1916.  Then 
she  rented  the  place  to  her  son,  James.  In  1919  she  sold.  She  is  now 
pleasantly  located  in  the  city  of  Cumberland.  Mr.  Whiteford  was  married 
March  26,  1888,  to  Etta  Buchanan,  who  was  born  in  Ontario,  Canada, 
April  8,  1872,  daughter  of  George  and  Lydia  (Thompson)  Buchanan,  natives 
of  Canada,  who  came  to  Cumberland  in  1883,  took  a  homestead  of  80  acres  in 
Cumberland  Township,  cleared  and  improved  a  farm,  and  there  lived  until 
1910,  when  they  sold,  and  moved  to  Saskatchewan,  Canada,  where  he  died 
in  September,  1918,  and  where  she  still  lives. .  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whiteford  were 
blessed  with  six  children:  Margaret,  Myra,  James  G.,  Gordon,  Charles  A.  and 
Emily.  Margaret  was  bom  April  27,  1889,  and  is  the  wife  of  Oscar  Holmes 
of  Brownlee,  Saskatchewan,  Canada.  Myra  was  bora  Jan.  4,  1891,  and  is  the 
wife  of  Charles  Miller,  of  Cumberland.  James  G.  was  born  Nov.  1,  1893, 
and  farms  in  Cumberland  Township.  Gordon  was  bora  March  10,  1895,  and 
now  resides  in  Brownlee,  Saskatchewan,  Canada.  Charles  A.  was  bora  Jan. 
20,  1898,  and  is  now  an  ensign  in  the  United  States  navy.  Emily  was  bora 
March  16,  1906,  and  is  attending  the  Cumberland  High  School. 

John  J.  Weame,  Cumberland,  business  man  and  former  journalist,,  was 
bora  in  Linden,  Iowa  County,  Wis.,  April  1,  1874,  son  of  Zacariah  and  Mary 
(Bennett)  Wearne,  natives  of  England^  who  came  to  America  and  located  in 
Iowa  County  in  the  days  of  the  early  settlement.  The  father  devoted  his  life 
to  farming  and  mining.  The  family  underwent  many  interesting  experiences 
of  pioneer  life,  and  endured  many  privations  and  hardships.  Their  nearest 
trading  point  was  Galena,  Ill.,  and  provisions  often  had  to  be  brought  in  on 
foot.  Both  the  parents  are  now  deceased.  In  the  family  there  were  seven 
children,  four  boys  and  three  girls.  Mary  is  the  wife  of  J.  B.  Hughes,  of 
Chicago.  George  is  in  Nebraska.  William  is  in  San  Francisco,  Calif. 
Anna  is  the  wife  of  A.  L.  Conrad,  of  Chicago.  John  J.  lives  in  Cumberland, 
Wis.  Richard  and  Caroline  are  dead.  John  J.  was  reared  in  his  native 
county,  and  received  a  graded  and  high  school  education.  As  a  youth  of 
seventeen  he  went  to  Omaha,  Neb.,  and  worked  in  a  soap  factory  for  a  year. 
Then  he  returned  to  Linden,  and  entered  the  printing  shop  of  the  Adviser, 
where  he  learned  the  printer’s  trade,  and  where  he  worked  for  a  while.  His 
next  employment  was  in  Chicago,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade  for  the  Gunder¬ 
son  Manufacturing  Co.  After  a  time  he  was  promoted  to  foreman,  then  to  man¬ 
ager,  and  so  remained  for  several  years.  His  health  failing,  he  left  Chicago 
in  1902,  and  settled  on  a  homestead  near  Minong,  Washburn  County,  this 
state.  While  developing  his  homestead  he  also  operated  the  Minong  Chronicle, 
which  he  established,  and  the  first  number  of  which  he  issued  April  1906. 
In  April,  1909,  he  moved  the  plant  to  Almena,  in  Barron  County,  changed  the 
name  to  the  Clover  Land  Star,  and  issued  the  first  number  in  April,  1909.  A 
year  later  he  moved  the  paper  to  Cumberland,  and  conducted  it  there  under 
the  name  of  the  Clover  Leaf  Star.  In  August,  1910,  he  sold  the  subscription 
list  and  advertising  contracts  to  Judge  H.  S.  Comstock,  and  returned  to 
Minong,  where  he  again  ran  a  paper  under  the  name  Minong  Star.  The  winter 
of  1912  was  spent  in  Chicago  working  at  his  trade.  In  the  spring  he  returned 
to  his  homestead  at  Minong,  and  traded  it  for  a  farm  in  Lakeland  Township, 
this  county,  north  of  Cumberland,  where  he  engaged  in  the  dairy  business.  In 
April,  1916,  he  sold  out  and  purchased  the  market  of  R.  J.  Tuttle,  at  Cumber¬ 
land,  which  he  has  since  successfully  conducted.  He  is  a  good  business  man, 
has  a  good  trade,  and  holds  the  confidence  of  his  fellow  men.  His  experience 
as  a  newspaper  man  has  given  him  an  excellent  insight  into  public  affairs, 
and  he  has  done  good  service  as  a  member  of  the  city  council.  He  is  also 
doing  valuable  work  for  the  city  as  president  of  the  board  of  health,  and  as 
chairman  of  the  council  street  committee.  While  at  Minong  he  was  clerk  of 
his  township  and  of  his  school  board.  Fraternally  he  is  a  Mason,  being  a 
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member  of  the  Blue  Lodge  No.  223  of  Cumberland,  and  Worthy  Patron  of 
the  Eastern  Star.  Mr.  Wearne  was  married  at  Chicago,  Jan.  26,  1898,  to 
Margaret  Reinhardt,  daughter  of  Michael  and  Margaret  (Ketter)  Reinhardt, 
of  that  city.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wearne  have  two  children:  Estella  and  Norman 
F.  Estella  is  bookkeeper  for  the  Miller-Olcutt  Lumber  Co.,  Cumberland. 
Norman  F.  is  doing  well  with  his  studies  in  the  public  schools. 

Giles  H.  Wilsie,  manager  and  part  owner  of  the  Liberty  Lumber  Co., 
Cumberland,  was  born  in  Grand  Meadow,  Minn.,  Aug.  9,  1879,  son  of  Munson 
0.  and  Mary  (Hall)  Wilsie,  natives  respectively  of  Vermont  and  New  York, 
who  upon  coming  west  settled  first  in  Wisconsin,  and  next  in  Winona  County, 
Minnesota,  where  they  were  pioneers,  going  thence  to  Rushford,  Minn.,  where 
he  engaged  in  the  lumber  business;  thence  to  Grand  Meadow,  Minn.,  and 
thence  to  Troy,  Mont.,  where  the  father  now  lives,  and  where  the  mother  died 
Oct.  24,  1919.  Giles  H.  was  educated  in  the  graded  and  high  schools  of  his 
native  village.  For  seven  months  in  1898,  during  the  Spanish-American  War, 
he  trained  in  camp  with  Co.  G,  12th  Minnesota  Infantry.  With  this  ex¬ 
ception  he  remained  with  his  parents  until  1901,  when  he  went  to  Spring 
Valley,  Minn.,  where  he  was  employed  at  the  lumber  business  for  two  years. 
He  went  to  Crookston,  Minn.,  in  1903  as  sorter  and  car  checker  for  the 
Crookston  Lumber  Co.  From  there  in  1906  he  went  to  Cayuga,  N.  D., 
where  he  was  employed  in  the  lumber  business  for  ten  years.  He  came  to 
Cumberland  as  manager  of  the  Liberty  Lumber  Co.,  in  February,  1917.  He 
has  built  up  a  good  trade  and  has  the  confidence  of  the  people  with  whom 
he  does  business,  his  long  experience  in  the  lumber  business  having  made  him 
a  thorough  master  of  its  various  phases.  He  is  third  owner,  as  well  as  man¬ 
ager  of  the  concern.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  Cumberland  lodge,  No. 
223,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.;  Rice  Lake  Chapter,  No.  67,  R.  A.  M.,  and  of  Cumberland 
lodge.  No.  62,  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  has  a  pleasant  residence  in  the  city, 
and  is  interested  in  several  local  concerns.  Mr.  Wilsie  was  married  June  15, 
1903,  to  Bertha  Kumm,  born  in  Spring  Valley,  Dec.  3,  1879,  daughter  of  Fred 
and  Minnie  (Rhode)  Kumm,  who  still  reside  in  Spring  Valley,  Mr.  Kumm 
being  a  retired  blacksmith  and  wagon  maker.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilsie  have  two 
children:  Fred  K.  born  March  19,  1904,  and  Fay  E.,  bom  July  31,  1913.  The 
family  faith  is  that  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Pietro  Sirianni,  business  man  of  Cumberland,  was  bora  in  Italy,  April 
15,  1888,  son  of  Francisco  and  Bridget  (Chido)  Sirianni,  who  were  bora  in 
Italy,  and  have  spent  their  lives  there  with  the  exception  of  from  1897  to 
1900,  when  he  spent  three  years  in  the  United  States.  Youug  Pietro  was 
educated  in  his  native  land  and  came  to  America  in  1900  at  the  age  of  twelve, 
locating  with  relatives  in  Cumberland,  where  he  continued  his  schooling  for 
two  years  more.  In  1902,  when  but  fourteen  years  of  age  he  started  out  to 
see  the  country,  and  worked  at  varying  intervals  in  different  towns  in  Mon¬ 
tana,  Washington  and  Oregon.  In  1905  he  came  back  to  Cumberland,  and  for 
three  years  he  worked  in  the  shops  in  St.  Paul.  In  1908  he  engaged  in  the 
retail  business  for  three  years.  He  went  to  Hudson,  Wis.,  in  1911,  and 
bought  a  pool  hall.  In  1915  he  came  back  to  Cumberland,  and  purchased  his 
present  establishment.  He  has  the  largest  pool  hall  in  the  city,  conducts  it 
in  a  clean  and  business-like  manner,  serves  light  lunches,  and  handles  cigars, 
tobacco,  candy  and  novelties.  Mr.  Sirianni  was  married  Aug.  2,  1908,  to 
Caroline  Zappa,  bora  in  Pittsburg,  Penn.,  May  10,  1894,  daughter  of  William 
and  Frances  (Ronallo)  Zappa,  natives  of  Italy,  who  came  to  America,  in  1906, 
and  bought  a  small  tract,  of  land  in  Crystal  Lake  Township,  where  they  now 
carry  on  truck  farming.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sirianni  have  six  children:  Francisco, 
bora  April  26,  1909;  Benidatto,  born  June  4,  1911;  Emil,  born  Sept.  7,  1913; 
Bridget,  bom  May  38,  1915;  Anna,  born  Dec.  20,  1916,  and  Albert,  bora  June 
15,  1918.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

James  St.  Angelo,  farmer  of  Cumberland  Township,  was  bora  in  Italy, 
and  was  there  reared  and  educated.  In  1882  he  determined  to  try  his 
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fortunes  in  the  new  world.  Accordingly  he  set  out  and  in  time  found  his  way 
to  Duluth,  Minn.  From  there  in  the  same  fall,  he  came  to  Cumberland.  Here 
he  purchased  53  acres  in  Sections  17  and  20,  Cumberland  Township,  which  he 
cleared  and  on  which  he  erected  a  set  of  buildings.  On  this  farm  he  still 
carries  on  general  agricultural  operations,  making  a  specialty  of  Jersey  cattle. 
He  has  shares  in  the  Comstock  Co-operative  Creamery  and  in  the  Farmers’ 
Light  &  Power  Co.  He  married  Angela  Carlascio,  and  they  have  four  chil¬ 
dren:  Lewis,  George,  Elizabeth  and  Thomas. 

Thomas  St.  Angelo,  one  of  the  prominent  young  men  of  the  northwestern 
part  of  the  county,  was  born  on  a  farm  near  Cumberland,  Jan.  13,  1889,  the 
son  of  James  and  Angela  (Carlascio)  St.  Angelo.  He  was  reared  on  the  home 
place  and  attended  school  at  Cumberland.  As  a  youth  he  was  in  the  employ 
of  the  “Soo”  line  and  the  Great  Northern,  for  a  time  as  assistant  section 
foreman,  and  for  a  while  as  timekeeper.  In  1910  he  was  appointed  local 
manager  at  Cumberland,  for  the  Gedney  Pickle  Co.  Eight  years  later,  in  1918, 
he  was  appointed  local  supervisor  at  Barksdale,  Wis.,  for  the  Dupont  En¬ 
gineering  Co.  In  1919,  with  headquarters  at  Cumberland,  he  was  traveling 
representative  for  the. International  Correspondence  Schools  of  Scranton,  Penn. 
March  1,  1920,  he  assumed  the  duties  of  his  present  position  as  teller  in  the 
Island  City  Bank.  He  is  also  president  of  the  St.  Anthony  Mutual  Aid  Society, 
and  has  done  good  work  as  treasurer  of  the  Palmer  School  District,  so  called. 
Oct.  19,  1908,  Mr.  St.  Angelo  married  Esther  Sammarone,  daughter  of  Joseph 
and  Elizabeth  Sammarone.  Mr.  Sammarone  is  a  skilled  carpenter  and  me¬ 
chanic,  and  with  headquarters  at  Cumberland,  is  in  the  employ  of  Moorman 
&  Co.,  bank  builders,  of  St.  Paul,  Minn.  Mrs.  St.  Angelo  died  Oct.  27,  1918, 
leaving  four  bright  children:  James,  born  July  10,  1909;  Angeline,  born  June 
3,  1910;  Frank  born  Dec.  11,  1911,  and  Evelyn  born  March  28,  1914.  The 
family  faith  is  that  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

Duncan  Monroe,  the  first  settler  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  what  is  now 
the  flourishing  village  of  Brill,  in  Oak  Township,  was  born  in  Scotland,  Dec. 
25,  1846.  When  eleven  years  of  age  he  left  his  native  country  and  after  three 
months  on  the  ocean  in  a  sailing  vessel  reached  Canada  and  located  in  Nova 
Scotia,  where  he  remained  until  1866.  He  then  came  to  the  States  and  on 
Nov.  11,  that  year,  reached  the  famous  old  town  of  Reeds  Landing,  on  the 
Mississippi  River,  in  Wabasha  County,  Minnesota.  From  there  he  walked  to 
Menomonie,  in  Dunn  County,  this  state.  Upon  finding  employment  with 
Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.,  he  was  sent  into  Barron  County,  afoot,  and  here  he 
worked  in  a  lumber  camp  on  the  present  site  of  Rice  Lake.  In  1867  he  was 
assigned  to  duty  with  a  crew  which  was  surveying  all  the  Knapp,  Stout  & 
Co.  land  in  Wisconsin,  and  was  thus  engaged  for  four  years.  Then  he  became 
a  camp  foreman  for  a  year.  In  1872  he  went  to  Chippewa  Falls,  in  Chippewa 
County,  this  state,  and  was  there  employed  as  a  stone  mason  for  five  years. 
Then  he  went  to  Buffalo  County,  Wis.,  and  there  remained  three  years.  It 
was  in  1880  that  he  bought  forty  acres  of  wild  railroad  land  in  section  13, 
Oak  Grove  Township,  and  settled  on  it.  He  erected  a  set  of  log  buildings, 
and  cleared  the  entire  forty.  There  he  successfully  farmed  for  twenty  years. 
In  1900  he  sold  this  place  and  purchased  40  acres,  where  the  village  of  Brill 
now  stands.  With  his  two  sons,  William  and  John  J.,  he  cut  through  the  farm 
a  “tote”  road  for  the  Rice  Lake  Lumber  Co.  This  road  is  now  the  principal 
business  street  of  Brill.  In  the  meantime  he  worked  more  or  less  at  his  trade, 
and  the  foundations  of  many  of  the  buildings  in  Rice  Lake  and  the  surround¬ 
ing  country,  and  nearly  all  the  buildings  in  Brill,  stand  as  monuments  to  the 
fidelity  with  which  he  labored.  He  naturally  took  much  interest  in  the  growth 
of  the  hamlet,  and  for  fourteen  years  operated  a  hotel,  and  for  four  years  a 
store  there.  After  a  useful  life,  worthily  spent,  he  died  May  12,  1916.  He 
was  a  man  of  industrious  temperament,  and  of  genial  and  kindly  disposition, 
whose  presence  will  long  be  missed.  His  wife  still  resides  in  Brill,  making 
her  home  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  John  Kopiske.  Mr.  Monroe  was  married 
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Oct.  22,  1871,  at  Menomonie,  Wis.,  to  Ellen  Ahern,  who  was  born  in  Campbell- 
ton,  New  Brunswick,  Canada,  the  daughter  of  Peter  and  Sarah  (McDonald) 
Ahern,  both  of  whom  are  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Monroe  had  twelve 
children:  Peter,  Maria,  Sarah,  Mary  E.,  William,  Mary  J.,  John  J.,  Barbara  A., 
Mary  H.,  Rebecca,  Sarah  and  Ellen.  Peter  was  born  Oct.  23,  1872,  and  died 
Dec.  23,  1906.  Maria,  born  Feb.  22,  1874,  is  the  wife  of  Albert  McGlade,  of 
Solon  Springs,  Wis.  Sarah  was  born  Feb.  12,  1875,  and  died  Dec.  23,  1906. 
Mary  E.  was  born  Oct.  7,  1876,  and  died  Dec.  2,  1906.  William  was  born 
Jan.  16,  1878,  and  died  June  14,  1901.  Mary  J.,  born  May  10,  1880,  is  now 
the  wife  of  W.  C.  Carnehan  of  St.  Paul.  John  J.,  born  July  9,  1882,  lives  in 
Chicago.  Barbara  A.,  born  Sept.  4,  1884,  is  now  Mrs.  Arthur  Olson,  of  Min¬ 
neapolis.  Mary  H.,  born  Aug.  12,  1886,  is  the  wife  of  John  Kopiske,  of  Brill. 
Rebecca,  born  Jan.  29,  1888,  is  the  wife  of  Arndt  Olson,  of  Brill.  Sarah,  born 
July  29,  1891,  is  the  wife  of  Edward  Scheller,  of  Chicago.  Ellen,  born  April 
27,  1897,  is  the  wife  of  Emery  Coleman,  of  Brill. 

Fred  Nygren,  a  representative  citizen  of  Brill,  is  enjoying  a  life  of  retire¬ 
ment  after  many  years  of  strenuous  farm  work,  and  he  is  greatly  honored 
throughout  the  community  as  a  successful  man  who  has  used  good  judgment 
in  all  his  operations  and  thereby  achieved  prosperity  and  standing.  He  was 
born  in  Sweden  April  10,  1860,  son  of  Erick  Eklund  and  Anna  Johnson,  also 
natives  of  that  country.  He  received  his  education  in  the  schools  of  his  native 
land.  At  the  age  of  21  he  entered  the  standing  army  of  Sweden  and  served 
for  six  years.  Then  he  was  employed  for  some  time  in  rolling  mills  and  saw¬ 
mills.  He  came  to  America  in  1888  and  located  at  Florence,  Wis.,  where  he 
was  employed  in  an  iron  mine.  In  1894  he  came  to  Rice  Lake  and  bought  160 
acres  of  wild  land  from  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.,  in  sections  1  and  12,  Stanfold 
Township.  He  set  to  work  with  a  will,  erected  a  log  house  and  a  log  barn, 
and  devoted  many  years  thereafter  to  developing  a  farm.  By  arduous  work 
he  got  about  50  acres  under  the  plow,  he  replaced  the  log  house  with  a  com¬ 
fortable  frame  structure,  and  the  log  barn  with  a  good  frame  barn,  32  by 
40  feet,  with  full  stone  basement.  Here  he  followed  general  farming  until 
1914.  In  that  year  he  sold  out  and  bought  a  farm  of  80  acres  one  mile  north 
of  Brill  in  Oak  Grove  Township.  A  year  later  he  sold  that  place  and  bought 
18  lots  in  the  village  and  ten  acres  adjoining.  He  remodelled  the  house  he 
found  on  the  land  and  has  made  the  place  into  a  good  little  farm.  Mr. 
Nygren  was  married  in  May,  1885,  to  Louisa  Johnson,  who  died  Jan.  11,  1920, 
leaving  two  children,  Theodore  and  Anna.  Theodore  lives  in  Wallace,  Mich¬ 
igan.  Anna  married  Harry  Coleman  of  Wallace,  Mich. 

Thomas  Parks  came  to  Wisconsin  from  the  Province  of  Ontario,  Canada, 
in  1876,  and  settled  with  his  family  on  a  farm  in  Pierce  County.  In  1884  he 
took  a  homestead  of  80  acres  in  section  24,  Oak  Grove  Township,  not  far  from 
the  village  of  Brill.  Later  he  purchased  80  acres,  adjoining,  in  section  13, 
making  a  good  place  of  160  acres.  He  cleared  up  30  acres  and  successfully 
carried  on  general  farming.  Later  he  moved  to  section  35,  in  the  same  town¬ 
ship,  where  he  bought  280  acres  to  which  he  later  added  another  40,  making 
a  whole  half  section  of  good  land,  a  part  of  which  he  developed.  He  there 
successfully  farmed  until  his  death  Aug.  19,  1913.  His  widow  now  makes 
her  home  with  her  son,  Thomas,  on  a  farm  in  section  27,  Oak  Grove  Township. 
He  served  as  superintendent  and  assessor  of  Oak  Grove  Township. 

Michael  A.  Parks,  farmer  and  dealer  in  farm  equipment,  Brill,  was  born 
in  Lanark  County,  Ontario,  Canada,  July  23,  1872,  son  of  Thomas  and  Bridget 
(Darcy)  Parks,  who  brought  him  to  Pierce  County,  this  state,  in  1876,  and 
to  Oak  Grove  Township,  this  county,  in  1884.  Here  he  completed  his  early 
schooling  in  the  parochial  school  of  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes  Congregation,  at 
Dobie,  Oak  Grove  Township.  As  a  young  man  he  took  a  course  in  cheese 
making  in  the  agricultural  department  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin.  He 
worked  at  this  business  for  some  years  at  various  places.  For  two  years  he 
worked  in  a  sawmill  at  Lake  Nebagamon,  Douglas  County,  this  state,  and  for 
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four  years  farmed  near  Eau  Claire,  Eau  Claire  County,  this  state.  In  1904 
he  became  cheese  maker  for  the  Campia  Butter  and  Cheese  Co.  in  their  fac¬ 
tory  south  of  Campia,  in  this  county.  He  came  to  Brill  in  1908  and  engaged 
in  the  sale  of  farm  equipment,  implements  and  machinery.  He  has  built  up 
a  good  trade  and  has  the  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  has  dealings.  In 
1909  he  purchased  a  farm  of  151  acres  in  Cedar  Lake  Township,  less  than  a 
mile  east  of  Brill,  and  there  he  lived  and  successfully  farmed.  In  public  life 
he  has  been  assessor  of  Oak  Grove  Township.  Fraternally  he  is  popular  in  the 
Knights  of  Columbus  and  the  Modern  Woodmen.  He  and  his  wife  both  belong 
to  the  Catholic  Foresters  and  to  the  Fraternal  Reserve  Association  of  Osh¬ 
kosh,  Wis.  The  family  are  members  of  the  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes  Roman  Catho¬ 
lic  church  at  Dobie,  Wis.  Mr.  Parks  was  married  April  26,  1897,  to  Rosella 
McGlade,  born  in  Canada,  Oct.  19,  1873,  daughter  of  James  and  Catherine 
McGlade.  They  have  an  adopted  son,  James  Milton  Parks,  born  June  23,  1904, 
a  bright  and  dutiful  son  who  is  doing  well  with  his  studies  in  the  Rice  Lake 
High  School. 

Hans  Olson  Westby,  for  some  years  a  farmer  near  Cameron,  in  Stanley 
Township,  this  county,  was  born  in  Norway,  and  came  to  America  as  a  young 
man.  He  had  learned  the  blacksmith’s  trade  in  his  native  land,  and  upon 
his  arrival  in  this  country  took  up  that  trade  at  Highland  Prairie,  Fillmore 
County,  Minn.  •  In  that  county  he  married  his  second  wife,  Gunhild  Gulbrand- 
son,  who  was  born  in  Gaarden,  Loken,  Aadalen,  Norway,  and  had  come  to  Fill¬ 
more  County  as  a  girl.  From  Highland  Prairie  they  moved  to  Whalen,  in  the 
same  county.  In  1900  they  came  to  Barron  County  and  located  in  Stanley 
Township,  where  he  farmed  until  his  death  in  January,  1909.  He  was  a  sub¬ 
stantial,  hard  working  man,  and  is  greatly  missed  by  his  family  and  friends. 
The  mother  now  makes  her  home  on  the  old  place  which  is  operated  by  the 
son,  Gilbert.  By  his  first  wife,  Mr.  Westby  had  four  children:  Minnie,  now 
Mrs.  Julius  Kynsberg  of  Dovre,  Barron  County;  Matilda,  wife  of  J.  Bleckoe  of 
Lanesboro,  Minn.;  Hannah,  residing  in  Chicago,  and  one  who  died  in  infancy. 
His  children  by  his  second  wife,  Gunhild,  were:  Charles  J.,  a  Brill  lumber¬ 
man;  Olga,  the  wife  of  William  Peterson,  of  Stanley  Township;  Gilbert  and 
Martin,  who  are  on  the  home  farm ;  Hilda,  wife  of  Thomas  Thorson,  of  Cornell, 
Wis.;  and  Henry  and  Ella,  on  the  home  farm. 

Charles  J.  Westby,  manager  of  the  Independent  Lumber  Yard  Co.,  of 
Brill,  whose  yards  and  property  he  laid  out  here,  and  whose  business  he  estab¬ 
lished,  was  born  in  Fillmore  County,  Minn.,  Dec.  7,  1880,  son  of  Hans  Olson 
Westby  and  his  good  wife  Gunhild  (Gulbrandson).  He  attended  the  rural 
schools  and  the  high  school  at  Lanesboro,  traveled  as  a  salesman  for  a  while, 
then  became  a  carpenter,  and  still  later  a  contracting  carpenter.  For  a  while 
he  was  located  at  Cameron,  in  this  county.  In  1915  he  came  to  Brill  and  in 
his  present  capacity.  With  the  assistance  of  B.  F.  Holbrook  he  planned  the 
yards,  warehouse  and  office  after  his  own  desire,  and  the  convenience  of  these 
arrangements  has  vindicated  his  good  judgment.  The  yard  does  a  large  and 
constantly  increasing  business  in  lumber  and  other  building  materials,  cement 
and  clay  products,  and  coal  and  other  fuel.  Mr.  Westby  is  especially  well 
fitted  for  the  line  in  which  he  is  engaged,  he  thoroughly  knows  the  building 
and  fuel  market,  and  his  sense  of  fairness  makes  him  a  valuable  man  for  the 
company  which  employs  him  and  for  the  people  with  whom  he  deals.  He  is 
one  of  the  stockholders  of  the  company.  In  public  affairs  he  has  taken  the 
interest  of  a  good  citizen,  has  been  justice  of  the  peace,  and  has  served 
efficiently  as  town  clerk  of  Oak  Grove  since  1918.  While  most  of  his  holdings 
are  in  this  county  he  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Zenith  Company,  Inc.,  of 
Minneapolis.  Like  his  ancestors  before  him  he  is  an  adherent  of  the  Nor¬ 
wegian  Lutheran  church. 

Carl  Duve,  who  is  successfully  farming  40  acres  of  good  land  in  Brill 
Village,  where  he  has  the  advantages  of  being  within  easy  access  of  market¬ 
ing,  shipping  and  trading  facilities,  came  here  in  1918,  and  has  taken  his 
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place  as  a  representative  citizen.  In  connection  with  raising  the  usual  crops, 
he  makes  a  specialty  of  potato  raising  and  dairying.  He  is  a  man  of  progres¬ 
sive  temperament,  is  well  liked,  and  well  regarded.  His  fraternal  relations 
are  with  the  Baraboo  Lodge,  No.  34,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  He  was  reared  in  the 
faith  of  the  German  Lutheran  church,  of  which  he  is  a  regular  communicant. 
Carl  Duve  was  born  in  Sauk  County,  Wisconsin,  June  12,  1875,  son  of  Ludwig 
and  Louise  (Rehders)  Duve,  natives  of  Germany  who  came  to  America,  and 
as  early  settlers  located  in  Merrimac,  Wis.,  where  they  farmed,  later  moving 
to  Baraboo,  Wis.,  where  they  engaged  in  the  business  of  gardening  and  truck 
farming.  The  father  died  when  over  sixty  years  old  in  1905,  and  the  mother 
Dec.  6,  1915.  She  was  born  in  St.  Petersburg,  Russia,  Feb.  28,  1835.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Baraboo,  after 
which  he  learned  the  weaving  trade  in  the  woolen  mills  there.  Twelve  years 
later  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern  Railway  Co.,  first 
as  brakeman  for  a  year,  and  then  in  the  electrical  maintenance  department 
for  five  years.  Then  he  learned  the  stone  mason’s  trade  and  followed  it  at 
Baraboo,  Wis.,  until  he  came  to  Brill  in  1918. 

Frank  L.  Coleman,  a  prominent  resident  of  Brill  village,  prosperous 
farmer  of  Oak  Grove  Township,  and  widely  known  as  an  expert  in  intensive 
potato  growing,  was  born  in  Waushara  County,  this  state,  Aug.  12,  1866,  son 
of  Henry  and  Helen  (Boyngton)  Coleman,  natives  respectively  of  Michigan 
and  Vermont,  who  settled  in  Waushara  County  in  an  early  day,  where  the 
father  engaged  in  lumbering  and  farming  until  his  death  in  1891,  the  mother 
having  died  in  1883.  Frank  L.  secured  what  education  he  could  as  a  boy,  and 
has  built  on  that  foundation  by  wide  reading  and  close  observation.  He 
learned  farming  from  his  father  and  also  worked  ten  winters  at  lumbering  in 
the  woods  and  on  drives,  including  six  years  steady  chopping  summer  and 
winter  on  railroad  land.  Before  he  was  of  age  he  started  out  for  himself  in 
agriculture  in  Juneau  County,  this  state.  He  came  to  Barron  County  in  1891 
and  purchased  a  farm  in  Section  1,  Oak  Grove  Township,  nearly  on  the  Wash¬ 
burn  County  line.  The  tract  was  then  heavily  timbered.  He  cleared  a  small 
space,  erected  a  log  cabin  and  straw  sheds,  and  lived  in  the  cabin  while  he 
cleared  and  grubbed  the  land.  In  time  he  developed  a  good  place  with  an 
excellent  set  of  buildings,  good  fences  and  equipment,  and  good  stock.  In 
building  up  this  place  he  became  one  of  the  substantial  and  representative  men 
of  the  township.  For  some  years  he  has  specialized  in  raising  high  grade  pota¬ 
toes.  Few  people  have  equalled  his  record  as  an  intensive  grower,  as  in  1914 
his  crop  averaged  425  bushels  to  the  acre,  and  other  years  the  record  has 
been  nearly  as  good.  His  soil  is  good  and  he  attributes  his  unusual  success 
in  potato  growing  to  the  excellence  of  the  soil,  the  suitability  of  the  weather, 
care  in  selecting  seed  potatoes,  and  attention  to  detail  in  every  stage  of  the 
game  from  planting  to  storing.  He  still  operates  the  farm,  but  in  1916  pur¬ 
chased  a  pleasant  home  in  the  village  where  he  and  his  family  now  live. 
Frank  L.  Coleman  was  married  April  29,  1886,  to  Carrie  E.  St.  Clair,  who  was 
born  in  Juneau  County,  this  state,  Sept.  29,  1869,  daughter  of  Charles  and 
Caroline  (Dane)  St.  Clair,  natives  respectively  of  Pennsylvania  and  New  York, 
who,  in  the  early  days,  settled  in  Juneau  County  where  he  died  Oct.  12,  1907, 
and  where  she  is  still  living.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coleman  have  had  five  children: 
Angie  E.,  Lillian  E.,  Harry  L.,  Bessie  H.  and  Eva  M.  Angie  E.  was  born 
March  1,  1887,  married  Harry  Coleman,  of  Brill,  proprietor  of  the  Brill  garage, 
and  has  four  children:  Nina  E.,  Grace  B.,  Effie  H.  and  Arnold  W.  Lillian  E. 
was  born  Sept.  20,  1888,  married  Louis  Olsen,  of  Campia,  and  has  one  child, 
Evelyn  M.  Harry  L.  was  born  June  13,  1890,  and  lives  in  Wallace,  Mich.  He 
married  Anna  Nygren,  and  they  have  four  children:  Vivian  M.,  Margaret  T., 
Norman  F.  and  Wilma  L.  Bessie  H.,  born  Sept.  12,  1895,  died  Dec.  21,  1910. 
Eva  M.  was  born  Aug.  21,  1898,  and  is  living  at  home  with  her  parents. 

Halvor  Huset,  now  deceased,  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  Maple  Grove 
Township.  He  underwent  all  the  privations  of  pioneer  life,  and,  assisted  by 
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his  good  wife  and  his  family,  built  up  a  good  farm,  and  attained  a  position 
of  respect  and  honor  in  the  community.  He  was  a  splendid  type  of  honest, 
rugged,  hard-working  citizenship,  and  left  to  his  large  family  a  heritage  of 
staunch  character.  Born  in  Norway  June  5,  1846,  he  was  there  educated  and 
devoted  his  years  to  farming  until  1872.  In  that  year  he  came  to  America 
and  located  in  Dane  County,  Wisconsin.  It  was  only  two  years  later,  in  1874, 
when  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  took  a  homestead  of  160  acres  in  Section 
32,  East,  Maple  Grove  Township.  The  tract  was  then  a  dense  forest.  No  roads 
connected  it  with  the  outside  world.  Provisions  had  to  be  packed  in  on  his 
back.  He  had  no  horses  or  oxen,  and  was  compelled  to  burn  the  wood  which 
he  cleared  from  a  little  space  in  which  to  erect  his  first  house.  But  he  was 
not  daunted  by  hardships;  he  developed  the  place  little  by  little;  he  erected 
good  buildings,  mostly  from  trees  cut  on  his  own  place;  he  assisted  his  later 
neighbors  in  establishing  their  homes  and  getting  their  farms  started;  he 
helped  build  roads;  he  was  interested  in  the  opening  of  a  school;  he  was  a 
good  supporter  of  the  church,  and,  all  in  all,  was  a  good  and  useful  citizen. 
In  time  he  had  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  township,  with  a  modern  home, 
commodious  barns  and  suitable  outbuildings,  with  a  full  equipment  of  tools, 
implements  and  machinery.  On  this  place  he  conducted  general  farming  and 
dairying  until  his  lamented  death  April  12,  1916.  Since  that  time  the  farm  has 
been  conducted  by  the  sons,  Alvin  and  Leonard,  who  in  1920  purchased  the 
place  from  their  mother.  These  young  men  are  worthily  following  in  their 
father’s  foot  steps,  and  are  taking  their  share  in  the  progress  of  the  commu¬ 
nity,  Alvin  having  served  for  two  years  in  his  present  position  as  secretary 
of  the  local  branch  of  the  American  Society  of  Equity.  Mr.  Huset  was  mar-' 
ried  May  1,  1873,  to  Isabelle  Granum,  daughter  of  Ole  and  Ingra  (Lee) 
Granum,  natives  of  Norway,  who  came  to  America  in  1848  and  settled  in  Dane 
County,  this  state,  where  the  father  died  Feb.  2,  1891,  and  the  mother  May 
20,  1912.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Huset  were  the  parents  of  thirteen  children.  Erick 
and  Ole,  the  two  first  born,  died  in  infancy.  Edward  was  born  July  26,  1876, 
and  now  lives  in  Maple  Grove  Township.  Oscar  was  born  May  3,  1878,  and 
died  Oct.  3  of  the  same  year.  Ida  was  born  Oct.  24,  1879,  and  died  Jan.  22, 
1901.  Oscar  (second)  was  born  March  30,  1882,  and  lives  in  Dallas  Township, 
this  county.  Gustav  was  born  Dec.  16,  1884,  and  died  Jan.  17,  1887.  Gena  was 
born  March  20,  1887,  and  is  the  wife  of  Martin  Berg,  of  Dallas  Township. 
Minnie  was  born  July  8,  1889,  and  is  at  home.  Hilda  was  born  May  1,  1891, 
and  is  the  wife  of  William  Lawrence,  of  Dallas  Township.  Delia,  born  Oct. 
30,  1893;  Alvin,  born  Aug.  1,  1896,  and  Leonard,  born  Jan.  1,  1899,  are  on  the 
home  farm.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  United  Brethren  Church. 

Harry  Sherman,  owner  and  proprietor  of  the  Sherman  Auto  Co.,  Cumber¬ 
land,  is  one  of  the  active  business  men  of  the  city,  believes  thoroughly  in  its 
future  possibilities,  and  is  taking  his  share  in  everything  which  he  believes 
to  be  for  the  best  good  of  the  county  and  state.  He  has  made  his  own  way  in 
the  world  since  early  boyhood,  and  has  met  with  a  good  measure  of  success. 
He  was  born  in  Russia  Oct.  17,  1884,  and  there  attended  school.  As  a  young 
man  he  became  a  wheat  dealer  in  Keove,  Russia,  and  so  continued  until  1913. 
But  he  was  not  satisfied  with  conditions  there,  so  in  1913  he  started  out  to  try 
his  fortunes  in  the  New  World.  He  landed  in  Boston  Nov.  20  and  came 
directly  to  Barron  County  where  he  located  at  Barron  as  a  dealer  in  hides  and 
furs.  He  came  to  Cumberland  in  the  fall  of  1914  and  continued  to  deal  in 
hides  and  furs.  But  he  still  sought  larger  possibilities,  so  on  March  19,  1917, 
he  purchased  a  third  interest  with  Le  Jeune  &  Faurot,  in  an  automobile  busi¬ 
ness.  Later  he  bought  out  Michael  Le  Jeune,  and  still  later  Sely  Faurot,  so 
that  he  is  now  the  sole  owner.  In  1920  he  erected  a  fine  garage,  60  by  120  feet, 
a  fireproof  building  on  Second  street,  equipped  with  all  modern  machinery. 
He  holds  the  agency  for  the  Oakland  and  Overland  cars  and  Republic  trucks, 
carries  a  full  line  of  automobile  accessories,  and  does  general  repair  work, 
having  what  is  considered  one  of  the  best  establishments  of  its  kind  in  the 
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county.  In  1920  he  bought  55  acres  of  land  in  Section  27,  Cumberland  Town¬ 
ship,  a  fine  place  which  he  sold  and  bought  80  acres  in  McKinley  Township, 
Polk  County.  Mr.  Sherman  makes  his  home  with  Louis  A.  Reese,  of  Cumber¬ 
land.  Aside  from  his  business  and  farm,  he  has  several  financial  holdings, 
including  stock  in  the  Vermillion  Cheese  Co. 

Fred  A.  Schiebel,  produce  dealer  of  Cumberland,  is  one  of  the  youngest 
and  one  of  the  most  energetic  of  the  city’s  business  men.  He  is  a  good  buyer 
and  his  sense  of  fairness  has  won  him  the  confidence  of  the  people  with  whom 
he  deals.  He  knows  farm  conditions,  he  is  an  expert  in  the  cost  of  production 
and  he  studies  the  market  with  a  view  to  doing  the  best  possible  by  farmers 
while  securing  a  reasonable  recompense  for  his  own  services.  He  was  born 
in  Stark  County,  Illinois,  June  21,  1900,  the  son  of  William  and  Orilla  (Graves) 
Schiebel,  who  farmed  for  some  years  in  Renville  County,  Minnesota,  then  in 
Polk  County,  Wisconsin,  and  now  live  in  Cumberland.  In  the  family  there  are 
ten  children:  Jesse,  Harry,  Sanford,  Perry,  Ollie,  Fred  A.,  Julia,  Mary, 
Minnie  arid  Ethel  (deceased).  Fred  A.  attended  school  in  Buffalo  Lake, 
Minn.,  and  St.  Croix  Falls,  Wis.  As  a  youth  he  clerked  in  a  store  at  Cen- 
turia,  Wis.,  for  eighteen  months.  He  came  to  Cumberland  and  established  his 
present  business  in  1919,  making  a  specialty  of  buying  poultry,  eggs  and 
cream.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen.  He  was  mar¬ 
ried  June  22,  1920,  to  Olive  Finley,  who  was  born  in  Cumberland,  Barron 
County,  April  1,  1902,  daughter  of  Rodney  and  Berthia  (Equhart)  Finley,  the 
fbrmer  of  whom  died  in  1915  and  the  latter  of  whom  still  lives  in  Cumberland. 
In  the  Finley  family  there  are  seven  children:  Gordon,  Reggie,  Archie,  Rod¬ 
ney  (deceased),  Bessie,  Iva  and  Olive. 

Clarence  H.  Jacobson,  of  the  firm  of  Schneider  &  Jacobson,  hardware  and 
furniture  dealers,  funeral  directors  and  embalmers,  Cumberland,  was  born 
in  Iowa  County,  Wis.,  Oct.  1,  1890,  son  of  Gust  and  Clara  Jacobson,  who  were 
born  in  that  county,  were  reared  there  and  became  prominent  farmers.  Feb. 
15,  1910,  they  came  to  Barron  County  and  located  on  a  farm  near  Cumberland 
where  they  still  live.  In  the  family  there  are  eight  children:  Grover,  Clarence, 
Grace,  Lillie,  Ida,  Fred,  Helen,  deceased  wife  of  Nels  Halverson,  of  Dodgeville, 
and  David  (deceased).  Clarence  H.  was  reared  in  his  native  county,  was  there 
educated,  and  learned  farming  from  his  father.  He  came  to  this  county  with 
his  parents  in  1910,  and  farmed  with  them  for  a  while  in  Cumberland  Town¬ 
ship.  Then  for  some  time  he  clerked  in  the  store  of  S.  W.  Hines.  The  present 
partnership  was  formed  in  1916.  In  1916  Mr.  Jacobson  attended  the  Johnson 
College  of  Embalming  at  Milwaukee,  and  received  a  diploma  therefrom.  Mr. 
Jacobson  was  married  at  Cumberland  Sept.  24,  1913,  to  Teckla  Lundstrom, 
daughter  of  John  and  Anna  Lundstrom,  natives  of  Sweden,  and  early  settlers 
of  the  vicinity  of  Cumberland.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jacobson  have  one  child,  Clarice, 
who  is  doing  well  with  the  primary  studies  in  school. 

August  W.  Schneider,  of  the  firm  of  Schneider  &  Jacobson,  hardware  and 
furniture  dealers,  funeral  directors  and  embalmers,  Cumberland,  is  a  native 
of  the  county,  born  in  Rice  Lake  April  11,  1887,  son  of  John  and  Josephine 
Schneider,  natives  of  Germany  and  pioneers  of  this  county.  John  Schneider, 
the  pioneer,  is  one  of  the  most  respected  men  in  the  county,  and  his  wife  is 
highly  esteemed  for  her  womanly  qualities  and  genial  temperament.  He  came 
to  Rice  Lake  as  a  carpenter  in  1872  and  worked  on  some  of  the  first  buildings 
there.  Four  years  later  he  brought  his  bride  to  Rice  Lake,  and  for  many 
years  thereafter  they  devoted  their  time  to  the  development  of  a  farm  within 
the  city  limits  and  in  that  part  of  the  town  called  “Schneiderville.”  They  are 
now  living  retired  in  Rice  Lake.  In  the  family  there  are  nine  children,  as 
follows:  John,  Henry,  Frank,  William,  Joseph,  August  W.,  Mary,  the  widow 
of  J.  P.  Schaaf;  Anna  (now  deceased),  who  was  the  wife  of  W.  P.  Cruse,  of 
Chippewa  Falls;  and  Emily,  who  is  at  home.  August  W.  was  reared  in  Rice 
Lake,  passed  through  the  graded  schools,  and  attended  the  high  school.  For 
several  years  he  received  mercantile  experience  as  clerk  in  a  general  store.  In 
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1910  he  went  to  Spooner,  in  this  state,  and  there  clerked  in  a  hardware  and 
furniture  store  for  three  years.  With  this  experience  he  came  to  Cumberland, 
July  20,  1913,  and  purchased  a  hardware  and  furniture  store  and  undertaking 
establishment  from  Peter  Jacobson.  After  conducting  this  place  alone  for 
three  years  he  formed  the  present  partnership  in  1916.  The  following  year 
the  present  sightly  brick  building  was  erected.  The  company  handles  all 
kinds  of  furniture  and  house  furnishings,  carries  a  fine  line  of  shelf  and  floor 
hardware,  and  conducts  its  undertaking  business  in  an  efficient  and  dignified 
manner.  In  1913  Mr.  Schneider  attended  the  Johnson  School  of  Embalming 
in  Milwaukee  and  received  a  diploma  therefrom.  He  is  well  liked  throughout 
the  community  and  is  a  popular  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Foresters 
and  the  Knights  of  Columbus.  Mr.  Schneider  was  married  at  Rice  Lake,  May 
15,  1911,  to  Amelia  Schmidt,  daughter  of  Frank  and  Amelia  Schmidt,  who  for 
many  years  farmed  near  Rice  Lake.  There  the  father  still  lives,  having,  after 
his  wife’s  death,  married  Mrs.  Eckel.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schneider  have  three 
children:  Earl,  Eileen  and  Phyllis.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  church. 

Peter  A.  Steineck,  leading  blacksmith  of  Cumberland,  was  born  in  Sweden, 
May  1,  1858,  son  of  Peter  and  Christina  (Holconson)  Steineck,  both  natives 
of  that  country,  who  came  to  America  in  1888,  and  settled  in  Perley,  Turtle 
Lake  Township,  Barron  County,  on  a  farm,  where  they  lived  the  remainder 
of  their  lives,  the  father  dying  at  the  age  of  73  and  the  mother  at  the  age  of 
72  years.  Of  their  five  children,  three  died  in  the  old  country.  Shirley  lives 
in  Portland,  Oregon.  Peter  A.  was  reared  in  his  native  country,  attended 
common  school,  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen  started  to  learn  the  blacksmith  trade, 
an  occupation  which  he  has  since  followed.  In  1882  he  came  to  the  United 
States  and  established  himself  at  Cumberland,  in  this  county.  For  many 
years  he  did  general  blacksmithing  work,  in  shops,  sawmills  and  camps.  In 
1895  he  opened  a  shop  of  his  own  at  Cumberland,  where  he  has  since  enjoyed 
a  flourishing  business  in  blacksmithing,  horseshoeing  and  general  repairing. 
His  shop  is  equipped  with  modern  implements  and  machinery,  including  an 
electric  bellows,  drills  and  press.  The  motor  in  the  basement  not  only  fur¬ 
nishes  power  for  these,  but  also  for  the  woodworking  machinery  used  in  re¬ 
pairing  wagons  and  sleighs  and  in  making  new  equipment.  Mr.  Steineck  is  a 
master  of  his  trade  and  a  thorough  business  man.  He  is  of  the  old  type  whose 
heart  is  in  his  work,  and  he  takes  personal  pride  in  every  job  that  he  does. 
His  name  is  synonymous  with  good  work,  and  his  place  is  known  far  and  wide. 
He  has  more  business  than  he  can  attend  to,  each  customer  is  his  friend,  and 
he  stands  high  with  all  who  know  him.  Mr.  Steineck  was  married  at  Cumber¬ 
land,  July  9,  1888,  to  Ida  Samuelson,  borh  June  2,  1860,  daughter  of  Carl  and 
Christofa  Samuelson,  who  came  from  Sweden  to  Perley,  Barron  County,  in 
1889,  and  here  spent  the  remainder  of  their  days.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Steineck  have 
eleven  children.  Peter  G.  is  at  Faribault,  Minn.  Emelia  is  the  wife  of  Elmer 
Torson  of  Cumberland.  Anna  is  the  wife  of  Art  Mitchell,  of  Duluth.  Emma 
is  at  home.  Sigrig  is  a  stenographer  in  Minneapolis.  Agnes  is  a  trained  nurse 
in  Minneapolis.  Nora  and  Laura  are  at  home,  and  Laura  is  attending  school. 
Ida,  Edna  and  Carl  are  dead.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Lutheran  church. 

Albert  E.  Johnson,  president  of  the  Johnson-Ecklie  Co.,  Inc.,  general 
merchants  and  dealers  in  farm  products,  Cumberland,  was  born  in  Norway, 
Sept.  2,  1861,  son  of  John  and  Lena  Johnson,  natives  of  that  country  who  came 
to  America  in  1867  and  located  in  Ottertail  County,  Minnesota,  where  they 
farmed  until  1889  when  they  moved  to  the  state  of  Washington,  where  they 
still  operate  a  farm.  Of  their  family  of  ten  children,  there  are  now  living  four 
sons  and  four  daughters.  One  son,  Andrew  Engerbritson,  enlisted  in  the  World 
War  from  the  State  of  Washington,  and  was  killed  while  in  action  with  United 
States  troops  in  France,  Oct.  11,  1918.  Albert  E.  remained  in  Norway  after 
his  father  and  mother  came  to  America.  Upon  completing  his  education  he 
took  up  farming.  In  1879  at  the  age  of  eighteen  he  came  to  the  United  States 
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and  located  in  Polk  County,  this  state.  For  several  years  thereafter  he  was 
variously  employed  on  farms,  in  the  lumber  woods,  and  in  sawmills.  In  1882 
he  took  a  government  homestead  of  wild  land  in  Polk  County,  this  state, 
which  he  developed,  and  where  he  carried  on  general  farming.  He  came  to 
Cumberland  in  1893  and  started  a  grocery  store  in  partnership  with  Ole  A. 
Ecklie.  This  store  gradually  developed  into  the  present  extensive  general 
store  of  the  Johnson-Ecklie  Co.,  Inc.  Mr.  Johnson  is  one  of  the  real  leaders  of 
the  community.  As  a  citizen  he  stands  for  everything  that  means  progress 
and  betterment.  As  a  merchant  he  stands  for  fair  dealing  to  all.  He  is  an 
excellent  buyer,  he  knows  how  to  deal  with  the  public,  and  his  personality  is 
an  important  factor  in  the  high  standing  which  his  company  has  enjoyed.  A 
merchant  of  nearly  thirty  years’  experience,  he  knows  the  community  and  its 
needs,  and  has  the  most  sincere  faith  in  its  future.  He  has  various  financial 
interests  including  stock  in  the  Island  City  Bank,  in  which  he  is  a  director. 
Mr.  Johnson  was  married  at  Ashland,  Wis.,  Aug.  21,  1888,  to  Melissa  Olson, 
the  daughter  of  Bern  and  Mary  Olson,  who  came  from  Norway  to  Chicago,  and 
then  settled  in  Polk  County,  this  state,  where  both  died. 

Adrian  R.  Fobs,  early  carpenter  and  farmer,  who  has  taken  his  share  in 
the  growth  and  development  of  the  county,  was  born  in  Ohio,  son  of  Nathaniel 
and  Abbie  (Samson)  Foss,  who  died  when  he  was  very  young,  after  which  he 
was  taken  into  the  home  of  William  Ellison.  From  Ohio  he  went  to  Marshall 
County,  Indiana,  as  a  child,  and  was  there  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits  and 
learned  the  carpenter  trade.  He  came  to  Barron  County  in  1882  and  purchased 
some  land.  This  he  shortly  afterward  sold,  and  took  a  homestead  of  80  acres 
in  section  4,  west,  Maple  Grove  Township,  which  he  proceeded  to  develop.  He 
cleared  about  30  acres,  erected  some  good  buildings,  and  carried  on  general 
farming  and  to  some  extent  dairying.  In  the  meantime  he  worked  at  his  trade 
as  a  carpenter,  and  many  of  the  edifices  in  this  part  of  Wisconsin  testify  to  the 
fidelity  with  which  he  built.  He  erected  several  of  the  earliest  buildings  in 
Barron,  he  helped  to  build  the  first  sawmill  at  Knox,  this  state,  and  also  the 
first  sawmill  north  of  Ladysmith,  this  state.  He  also  constructed  many  farm 
buildings.  He  was  one  of  those  who  cleared  the  stumps  and  timber  from  the 
route  marked  out  for  the  road  to  Barron,  now  known  as  State  Road  No.  25. 
In  other  ways  he  also  did  public  service,  and  for  many  years  served  on  the 
school  board.  He  retired  in  1908  and  rented  the  place  to  his  son,  Willard.  He 
died  Aug.  24,  1921.  Mr.  Foss  was  married  March  21,  1867,  to  Sarah  Richie, 
daughter  of  William  and  Susan  (Griggs)  Richie,  natives  of  Kentucky,  who  early 
settled  in  Indiana,  and  there  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Foss  had  seven  children:  Hannah  (deceased),  William,  Mary  (deceased), 
James  (deceased),  Willard,  Pearl  and  Lawrence  (deceased).  The  family  faith 
is  that  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

William  E.  Foss,  a  prosperous  farmer  owning  71  acres  in  section  3,  west. 
Maple  Grove  Township,  was  born  in  Marshall  County,  Indiana,  Feb.  29,  1872, 
son  of  Adrian  R.  and  Sarah  (Richie)  Foss.  He  attended  the  district  schools 
in  his  native  county  and  learned  farming  and  woodworking  from  his  father. 
He  came  to  this  county  with  his  parents  and  in  1898  purchased  his  present 
place,  which  at  that  time  was  entirely  covered  with  timber  and  brush.  He 
cleared  some  twenty  acres  and  erected  the  house,  barn  and  other  buildings 
with  his  own  hands,  getting  all  the  timber  from  logs  which  he  cut  on  his  own 
place.  He  now  has  a  good  farm  and  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying. 
Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  and  the  Odd  Fellows. 
He  and  his  family  attend  the  Baptist  church.  Mr.  Foss  was  married  June  10, 
1900,  to  Effie  Quackenbush,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Benson)  Quacken- 
bush,  and  they  have  two  children.  John  was  born  June  24,  1901.  Francis  was 
born  March  25,  1903,  both  are  residing  at  home.  John  Quackenbush  was  born 
in  New  York  State,  of  good  Colonial  stock.  He  came  west  to  Wisconsin  as  a 
young  man  and  located  in  Trempealeau  County.  He  married  Mary  Benson,  a 
native  of  Wisconsin.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War  he  enlisted  and  served 
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with  valor  throughout  that  conflict.  He  devoted  the  remainder  of  his  life  to 
farming.  His  wife  now  lives  in  Barron,  in  this  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Quack- 
enbush  had  seven  children:  Martha,  Wandell,  Effie,  Ellen,  John,  Ruth  and 
Marvin  (deceased). 

Bennie  Johnson,  Cumberland,  secretary  of  the  Johnson-Ecklie  Co.,  Inc., 
former  county  treasurer,  former  member  of  the  county  board,  former  post¬ 
master  of  Cumberland,  and  former  alderman  of  Cumberland,  was  born  in 
Noway  Sept.  14,  1864,  son  of  John  O.  and  Goro  (Nelson)  Stalsberg,  who  lefj 
their  farm  in  Norway  in  1866,  and  located  on  railroad  land  near  Baldwin,  St. 
Croix  County,  Wis.,  where  they  developed  a  fine  farm,  and  where  they  still 
live  at  the  age  of  91  years.  In  the  family  there  were  five  sons  and  one  daughter, 
of  whom  there  are  living  the  five  boys,  Bennie,  Nicholas,  Julius  G.,  Oscar  M. 
and  Otto  G.,  the  latter  of  whom  was  born  on  his  mother’s  fiftieth  birthday. 
He  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  and  attended  district  school.  At  the  age  of 
thirteen  he  went  to  Baldwin,  Wis.,  and  started  clerking  in  a  store,  at  the  same 
time  attending  school  for  a  while.  Since  then  he  has  devoted  all  his  life  to 
mercantile  pursuits.  He  came  to  Cumberland  Dec.  6,  1881,  and  entered  the 
employ  of  0.  A.  Ritan  in  his  general  mercantile  store.  In  1884  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  assistant  postmaster.  Later  he  entered  the  Ritan  store  once  more, 
and  there  remained  until  1896  when  he  took  a  course  in  the  La  Crosse  Business 
College,  at  La  Crosse,  Wis.  When  he  came  back  to  Cumberland  he  became 
a  clerk  in  the  “company  store,”  so-called,  of  the  Beaver  Dam  Lumber  Co. 
During  the  years  of  his  employment  here  his  popularity  increased,  and  on 
July  1,  1898,  he  was  appointed  postmaster,  a  position  he  filled  with  credit  to 
himself  and  to  the  general  satisfaction  of  the  public.  He  retired  from  office 
April  1,  1903.  The  next  month  he  was  appointed  county  treasurer  to  fill  a 
vacancy,  and  at  the  next  election  was  elected  to  a  full  term  by  the  voters. 
Jan.  1,  1907,  he  associated  himself  with  Albert  E.  Johnson,  Ole  A.  Ecklie,  and 
Anton  Ecklie,  in  the  Johnson-Ecklie  Co.,  Inc.,  of  which  he  is  now  secretary. 
The  company  handles  a  general  line  of  merchandise,  such  as  dry  goods,  gro¬ 
ceries,  clothing,  shoes,  and  flour  and  feed,  and  also  deals  to  some  extent  in 
farm  produce.  Mr.  Johnson  is  a  good  business  man,  he  thoroughly  under¬ 
stands  rural  merchandizing  from  every  angle,  and  he  is  a  useful  citizen  in 
every  respect.  His  work  on  the  county  board,  already  mentioned,  covered  a 
period  of  twelve  years,  and  every  act  of  his  during  that  period  of  service  was 
for  the  public  good.  His  work  as  alderman,  to  which  position  he  was  elected 
at  two  different  times,  has  also  been  of  advantage  to  his  fellow  citizens.  In 
social  life  he  is  a  popular  member  of  the  Scandinavian-American  Fraternity. 
Mr.  Johnson  was  married  Sept.  14,  1889,  at  Baldwin,  Wis.,  to  Hannah  J.*  Nes- 
gaard,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jacob  K.  Nesgaard.  The  mother  died  in 
middle  life,  having  borne  ten  children,  of  whom  six  grew  to  maturity.  The 
father  and  the  second  wife  brought  the  children  to  America  in  the  spring  of 
1881,  and  settled  in  Baldwin,  Wis.,  where  he  lived  until  1916,  when  he  died  at 
the  remarkable  age  of  ninety-three  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  have  one 
daughter,  Bessie  G.,  who  was  born  Feb.  14,  1897,  and  is  now  connected  with 
the  First  National  Bank  at  Minneapolis. 

William  C.  Jeffery,  of  Jeffery  &  Bellows,  furniture  dealers,  Cumberland, 
was  born  in  Linden,  Iowa  County,  Wis.,  Dec.  5,  1863,  son  of  Roger  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  (Dunstone)  Jeffery.  Roger  Jeffery  was  born  in  Cornwall,  England,  and 
devoted  nearly  all  his  life  to  mining,  spending  his  working  hours  under  ground 
for  fifty  years.  He  came  to  America  in  1846,  and  worked  for  several  years  in 
the  coal  mines  of  Pennsylvania,  later  locating  at  Linden,  Wis.,  where  he  and 
his  wife  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  Of  their  fourteen  children,  there 
are  now  living  three,  William  C.,  Alex  and  Harriet.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  reared  at  Linden  and  was  there  educated.  He  left  home  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  and  for  some  years  was  variously  employed,  part  of  the  time  being 
spent  in  mines  in  Michigan.  In  June,  1902,  he  moved  a  livery  outfit  from 
Linden  to  Cumberland,  and  here  engaged  in  business  for  three  years.  Then  he 
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sold  out  and  opened  a  restaurant.  In  connection  with  this  he  dealt  more  or 
less  in  real  estate,  and  also  had  considerable  work  to  do  as  an  auctioneer.  In 
1919  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Frank  Bellows  and  engaged  in  the  furniture 
business.  The  company  has  a  fine  store,  carries  a  good  line  of  goods,  and  is 
enjoying  a  constantly  increasing  trade.  Mr.  Jeffery  is  a  good  business  man 
and  has  the  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  has  dealings.  He  is  well 
acquainted  in  the  city  and  country  and  is  highly  regarded.  He  is  the  owner  of 
tye  brick  block  in  which  the  store  is  located.  This  structure  was  erected  in 
1916.  It  is  76  by  80  feet,  two  stories,  and  is  one  of  the  best  privately  owned 
business  blocks  in  the  city.  There  is  a  full  basement  for  storage,  the  floor 
space  is  excellent  for  display  purposes,  and  the  upper  floor  is  occupied  by 
offices  and  by  Mr.  Jeffery  as  a  home.  In  public  life  Mr.  Jeffery  has  lived  up 
to  his  duty  ‘in  every  way,  and  has  done  good  service  as  a  member  of  the 
county  board  and  as  one  of  the  aldermen  of  the  city.  Mr.  Jeffery  was  married 
at  Poskin,  this  county,  July  24,  1906,  to  Emma  Hanson,  daughter  of  Christian 
and  Olive  Hanson,  natives  of  Norway,  who  early  settled  in  Clinton  Township, 
this  county,  where  he  still  lives  and  where  she  died  in  1919.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Jeffery  have  four  children:  Josephine,  born  June  6,  1908;  William,  born 
Feb.  8,  1911;  Harriet,  bom  Jan.  29,  1912;  Esther,  born  April  20,  1918,  and 
Twila  Marie,  born  March  13,  192L  All  the  children  are  at  home. 

Royal  B.  Hart,  B.  L.,  LL.  B.,  journalist  and  attorney  of  Cumberland,  editor 
of  the  Cumberland  Advocate,  chairman  of  the  Barron  County  board  at  the 
present  time,  and  member  since  1907,  president  of  the  Barron  County  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Defense  during  the  World  War,  third  municipal  judge  of  Barron 
County  since  1917,  mayor  of  Cumberland  from  1916  to  1920,  city  attorney  of 
Cumberland  from  1911  to  1914,  and  an  active,  useful  citizen  who  has  served 
in  many  other  public  capacities,  was  bora  in  Oakland,  Jefferson  County,  Wis., 
June  8,  1866,  son  of  Orlando  P.  and  Elizabeth  (Eustis)  Hart.  He  was  reared 
in  that  county  and  there  attended  public  school  until  he  was  fourteen  years  of 
age.  Then  he  was  taken  to  Ft.  Atkinson,  Wis.,  where  he  continued  his  educa¬ 
tion  and  where  he  was  graduated  from  the  high  school  in  1885.  Then  for  one 
year  he  taught  rural  school  in  Nebraska.  In  1886  he  entered  the  University  of 
Wisconsin  and  was  graduated  with  his  degree  in  letters  in  1890.  Then  for 
one  year  he  was  principal  of  schools  at  Juda,  Wis.,  and  one  year  principal  of 
schools  at  Cadott,  Wis.  In  1892  he  entered  the  law  department  of  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Wisconsin  and  was  graduated  with  his  degree  in  law  in  1894.  Then  for 
eight  years  he  was  proofreader  in  the  chambers  of  the  Supreme  Court  at 
Madison.  In  the  spring  of  1902  he  opened  an  office  in  Shell  Lake,  in  Washburn 
County.  He  came  to  Cumberland  in  1905  and  here  continued  practice.  In  1915 
he  became  editor  of  the  Cumberland  Advocate.  This  paper  is  owned  by  a  cor¬ 
poration,  all  the  stock  being  held  in  the  Hart  family.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Hart 
has  been  through  the  chairs  of  the  local  Masonic  order  and  he  is  likewise  a 
member  of  the  Woodmen.  Mr.  Hart  was  married  June  26,  1894,  to  Nellie  F. 
Worrell,  of  Durand,  Wis.,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Bridget  (Kelley)  Worrell, 
both  natives  of  Ireland,  and  early  settlers  of  Bear  Creek  Valley  in  Buffalo 
County,  Wis.  Both  are  now  dead.  They  had  seven  children :  Joseph,  Thomas, 
Julia,  Jennie,  Mary,  John  and  Nellie  F.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hart  have  two  children: 
Irene  E.  and  William  E.  Irene  E.  graduated  from  the  Cumberland  High  School 
in  1914  and  from  the  University  of  Wisconsin  in  1918.  She  is  now  a  teacher 
in  the  Cumberland  High  School.  William  E.  graduated  from  the  Cumberland 
High  School  in  1917  and  is  now  attending  the  University  of  Wisconsin.  For 
twenty-one  months  during  the  war  he  served  in  the  Medical  Corps  most  of  the 
time  at  Camp  Hancock,  Augusta,  Ga.  Orlando  P.  Hart  was  bora  in  Oneida 
County,  New  York,  came  to  Wisconsin  in  1848,  and  farmed  in  Jefferson  County 
until  his  death  in  1873.  His  wife,  Elizabeth  Eustis,  was  bora  in  Massachu¬ 
setts  and  died  in  1903  at  the  good  old  age  of  81  years.  •  They  had  one  son, 
Royal  B.  By  a  previous  marriage  to  Florinda  Goodrich  he  had  six  children. 
All  grew  to  maturity  and  two  of  the  sons,  Frank  and  Henry,  served  in  the 
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Civil  War.  Only  one  of  the  six  is  now  living.  She  is  Ina,  the  widow  of 
George  H.  Perry,  whose  sons  operate  a  farm  their  grandfather  preempted  in 
Oakland,  Jefferson  County,  Wis.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Hart,  by  her  previous  mar¬ 
riage  to  John  Barger,  of  Saugamore  County,  Illinois,  had  four  children,  of 
whom  there  are  now  living  two,  William  M.  Barger,  of  Hebron,  Neb.,  and 
Frances,  the  widow  of  H.  C.  Allen,  also  of  Hebron. 

Gust  Hafslund,  member  of  the  county  board,  Cumberland  restaurant  man 
and  real  estate  promoter,  now  deceased,  was  a  useful,  active  citizen  and  his 
death  was  a  distinct  loss  to  the  community.  He  was  much  interested  in  public 
affairs,  and  was  frequently  honored  with  local  offices.  While  living  on  a  farm 
in  Cumberland  Township  he  served  as  town  clerk.  In  the  city  he  did  good 
work  as  alderman,  and  was  county  supervisor  from  the  Fourth  Ward  of 
Cumberland  at  the  time  of  his  death.  On  the  county  board  his  judgment  was 
of  the  highest  value,  and  for  several  years  he  was  a  member  of  that  board’s 
committee  on  settlement  with  county  officers,  a  position  involving  an  intimate 
familiarity  with  the  county’s  affairs.  In  every  position  he  proved  himself  a 
public  spirited  and  intelligent  official.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  work¬ 
ing  hard  for  the  establishment  of  a  community  building  in  Cumberland.  Of  a 
genial  nature  and  “one  who  loved  his  fellow  man”  it  was  natural  that  he 
should  be  interested  in  fraternal  affairs,  and  he  was  active  in  the  local  Odd 
Fellows  and  a  charter  member  of  the  local  Scandinavian  fraternity.  Of  him 
it  has  been  well  said:  “A  model  husband  and  father,  an  obliging  neighbor,  a 
pleasant  companion  and  a  good  and  useful  citizen  has  passed  away.  He  will 
be  greatly  missed,  not  oijly  by  his  immediate  family  who  loved  him  so  well, 
but  by  the  entire  number  who  knew  his  worth.”  He  was  born  in  Wilhelmina, 
Sweden,  Sept.  17,  1864,  and  was  there  reared  and  educated.  He  came  to 
America  in  1888  and  reached  Cumberland  July  1  of  that  year.  Then  for 
several  years  he  engaged  in  farming  in  the  township.  After  his  marriage  in 
1892  he  opened  the  Farmers’  Restaurant  in  Cumberland  and  conducted  it  until 
the  time  of  his  death.  In  the  meantime  he  operated  somewhat  extensively  in 
real  estate.  He  owned  at  various  time  many  farms  and  other  pieces  of  land, 
one  of  his  last  ventures  being  the  erection  of  three  sightly  bungalows  on  First 
street  which  were  a  distinct  addition  to  the  city.  Since  his  death  his  restau¬ 
rant  and  his  other  business  has  been  in  charge  of  his  widow.  Mr.  Hafslund 
was  married  June  25,  1902,  to  Margaret  Patterson,  who  was  born  in  Canada 
Jan.  6,  1875,  daughter  of  John  and  Margaret  (Drysdale)  Patterson,  natives 
respectively  of  Scotland  and  Ontario,  Canada,  the  former  of  whom  died  April 
23,  1919,  and  the  latter  of  whom  still  resides  at  Alliston,  Ontario,  Canada. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hafslund  had  three  bright  children:  Clarence  A.  was  born  March 
8,  1909;  Florence  M.  was  born  Nov.  23,  1910,  and  Louise  E.  was  born  May  19, 
ldl4.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

Peter  Hocom,  for  over  thirty  years  a  business  man  of  Cumberland,  now 
deceased,  was  a  substantial,  solid  citizen,  who  did  his  duty  as  he  saw  it,  and 
was  faithful  to  every  demand  that  life  made  upon  him.  He  was  born  in 
Sweden  and  came  to  the  United  States  in  1871.  At  first  he  lived  in  Centralia, 
Wood  County,  Wis.,  where  he  changed  his  surname  from  Hokenson  to  Hocom 
for  greater  convenience.  For  some  years  he  was  a  logger  and  raftsman,  some¬ 
times  taking  rafts  as  far  south  as  St.  Louis.  For  a  while  he  was  also  in  busi¬ 
ness  in  Centralia.  In  1883  he  moved  to  Balsam  Lake,  in  Polk  County.  From 
there,  in  1886,  he  came  to  Cumberland  and  opened  a  meat  market  which  he 
successfully  conducted  until  his  death  Feb.  11,  1918.  His  wife  is  still  living 
in  Cumberland  at  the  age  of  64.  He  was  married  at  Cumberland  to  Christina 
Hanson,  a  native  of  Norway.  They  had  two  children :  May,  a  trained  nurse  in 
Chicago,  and  Frank  W.  who  now  operates  the  market.  By  his  first  marriage 
to  Amelia  Anderson  he  had  two  children:  W.  L.,  a  dentist  of  Webster,  Wis., 
and  Daisy,  wife  of  Hans  Monstad  of  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

Frank  W.  Hocom,  who  operates  the  Pioneer  Market  in  Cumberland,  is  a 
native  of  this  city,  born  Aug.  8,  1888,  the  son  of  Peter  and  Christina  (Hanson) 
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Hocom.  His  whole  life  has  been  spent  in  this  place,  and  here  he  is  not  only  an 
active  business  man,  but  also  a  prominent  and  useful  citizen.  He  attended 
school  and  as  a  boy  played  about  his  father’s  market,  gradually  taking  up  the 
business  as  his  life  work.  Since  his  father’s  death  he  has  operated  and 
managed  the  market.  When  the  local  fire  department  was  organized,  he 
became  one  of  the  first  members  and  is  still  active  in  that  organization.  For 
four  years  he  has  been  elected  alderman  and  is  now  filling  the  position  by 
appointment.  His  services  in  this  capacity  have  been  of  much  value  to  his 
fellow  citizens.  He  is  master  of  Cumberland  Lodge,  No.  223,  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
and  a  trustee  of  the  Eastern  Star,  as  well  as  a  member  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  and  the  Scandinavian-American  Fraternity.  He  was  married  Aug.  2, 
1910,  at  Menomonie,  to  Louella  J.  Looney,  the  daughter  of  John  J.  and  Mar¬ 
garet  Looney.  John  J.  Looney  was  born  on  the  Isle  of  Mann,  England,  and  by 
trade  was  a  blacksmith  and  wagon  maker.  For  some  years  he  was  foreman  in 
a  sleigh  manufacturing  plant  at  Menomonie.  He  died  in  1906.  His  wife,  who 
is  living  at  Porterville,  Calif.,  is  a  native  of  Hazel  Green,  Wis. 

Otto  Thingvold,  pioneer  and  leading  citizen,  was  one  of  the  real  makers 
of  Maple  Grove  Township.  He  came  here  when  the  township  was  a  wilder¬ 
ness;  he  assisted  in  building  roads  and  bridges;  he  gave  good  advice  to  his 
neighbors  who  came  after  him ;  he  did  his  own  duty  in  life  nobly,  and  had  time 
left  to  help  his  fellow  citizens.  As  a  public  spirited  and  influential  man  he 
served  as  chairman  of  the  town  board  for  many  years,  as  township  assessor 
for  a  considerable  period,  and  as  a  member  of  the  school  board  of  his  district 
for  several  terms.  All  in  all,  he  was  a  useful,  substantial.  God-fearing  man, 
and  his  death,  Aug.  18,  1917,  was  acknowledged  as  a  distinct  loss  to  the  life  of 
the  community.  He  left  a  heritage  of  honor  and  the  members  of  his  family 
are  keeping  alive  the  family  traditions  and  worthily  following  in  his  foot¬ 
steps.  He  was  born  in  Norway  Oct.  8,  1844,  and  there  received  his  early 
education.  He  came  to  America  in  1866  and  for  a  time  worked  in  Illinois. 
Next  he  came  to  this  part  of  the  country  as  a  raftsman  on  the  Mississippi. 
Next,  with  headquarters  at  Menomonie,  he  was  in  the  employ  of  Knapp,  Stout 
&  Co.  for  several  years.  It  was  in  1872  that  he  came  to  Barron  County,  then 
practically  a  lumbering  wilderness,  and  took  a  homestead  of  160  acres  in  Sec¬ 
tion  20,  East,  Maple  Grove  Township.  He  cleared  75  or  80  acres,  erected 
buildings  and  fences,  bought  stock  and  equipment,  and  carried  on  general 
farming  for  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  died  in  the  faith  of  the  Norwegian 
Lutheran  Church.  Mr.  Thingvold  was  married  to  Johanna  Evenson,  daughter 
of  Ole  and  Agnette  (Christensen)  Evenson,  natives  of  Norway,  who  came 
to  America  in  1870  and  settled  in  Menomonie,  Dunn  County,  this  state,  where 
they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives  with  the  exception  of  an  interval  in 
which  they  lived  in  Barron  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thingvold  are  the  parents 
of  ten  children.  Theresa  was  born  May  15,  1874,  and  is  the  wife  of  J.  G. 
Rude,  of  Rice  Lake.  John  was  born  May  15,  1875,  and  lives  in  Maple  Grove 
Township.  George  was  born  April  7,  1877,  and  died  Oct.  16,  1878.  Gena  was 
born  March  26,  1879,  and  is  now  Mrs.  C.  D.  Donaldson,  of  Grand  Forks,  N.  D. 
Henry  was  born  Oct.  27,  1882,  and  farms  in  Maple  Grove  Township.  Clara  was 
born  Oct.  27,  1883,  and  is  now  Mrs.  A.  W.  Lux,  of  St.  Cloud,  Minn.  Edwin 
was  born  Oct.  15,  1884,  and  operates  the  home  farm.  Otto  was  born  Dec.  13, 
1889,  and  died  March  8,  1919.  Stella  was  born  March  1,  1891,  and  is  now  Mrs. 
Harry  Strong,  of  Chetek.  Dora  was  born  May  19,  1893,  and  is  at  home.  Edwin 
Thingvold,  who  is  operating  the  farm  for  his  mother,  is  one  of  the  active, 
progressive  men  of  the  township.  He  carries  on  mixed  farming  and  dairying, 
has  a  good  heard  of  grade  Guernsey  cattle,  and  is  keeping  everything  in  a 
high  state  of  improvement.  He  is  well  liked  in  the  community  and  has  the 
esteem  and  confidence  of  all  who  know  him. 

Emil  Huser,  lumberman  and  man-of-affairs,  public  official  and  extensive 
land  owner,  and  an  influential  and  active  citizen  of  Cumberland,  was  born  in 
Lake  Township,  Carver  County,  Minnesota,  Feb.  25,  1858,  son  of  Mathias  and 
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Magdalena  Huser,  natives  of  Alsace,  France,  who  came  to  America  in  1864 
and  settled  in  Carver  County,  Minnesota,  where  they  became  solid  and 
respected  citizens  and  where  they  lived  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  the 
father  dying  in  November,  1881,  and  the  mother  in  November,  1861.  They 
were  devout  people  and  lived  and  died  in  the  beautiful  faith  of  the  Moravians. 
The  father  had  eight  children:  Magdalena,  Katherine  (deceased),  Mathias 
(deceased),  John  (deceased),  Salome,  George,  Mary  (deceased)  and  Emil,  the 
two  oldest  being  children  of  a  previous  marriage.  Young  Emil  lost  his  mother 
while  still  an  infant,  and  he  was  reared  by  his  good  sister,  Katherine.  He 
attended  the  district  schools  of  Carver  County  and  finished  at  the  graded 
schools  at  St.  Paul.  In  1876  he  engaged  in  business  at  Montrose,  Minn.  He 
first  came  to  Cumberland  in  1882,  in  the  employ  of  Briggs,  Foster  &  Miller, 
which  has  been  succeeded  first  by  the  Beaver  Lake  Lumber  Company  and 
later  by  the  Beaver  Dam  Lumber  Co.  Since  1882  Mr.  Huser  has  had  charge  of 
the  contract  department  of  the  concern,  purchasing  ties,  poles,  pulpwood  and 
other  timber  products.  His  work  takes  him  to  the  nothern  Wisconsin  woods 
most  of  the  time,  but  his  interests  are  in  Cumberland  where  he  makes  his 
headquarers.  From  June,  1896,  to  September,  1899,  he  was  cashier  of  the 
State  Bank  of  Cumberland.  His  beautiful  home,  a  twelve-room  modern  dwell¬ 
ing  on  Second  street,  was  erected  in  1882.  In  1893  he  bought  200  acres  of  good 
land  in  Section  3,  Almena  Township,  which  he  has  made  a  hobby  and  which 
he  has  developed  into  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  county.  It  is  well  located, 
has  a  fine  set  of  sightly  buildings,  and  is  well  equipped  with  tools,  implements 
and  machinery,  and  well  stocked  with  cattle,  swine  and  poultry.  The  active 
management  of  the  place  is  in  charge  of  the  son,  Francis  E.  In  1896  Mr. 
Huser  bought  a  park  site  of  140  acres  just  north  of  the  city  limits  which  he 
still  owns.  Busy  as  he  has  been  in  carving  his  unusual  success  in  life,  Mr. 
Huser  has  found  time  for  public  service  of  a  useful  nature.  From  1893  to 
1898  he  ably  represented  his  ward  as  a  member  of  the  county  board.  From 
1893  to  1898  he  served  on  the  local  board  of  education.  Mr.  Huser  was  mar¬ 
ried  June  24,  1880,  in  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  to  Eleanor  A.  Gunn,  who  was  born 
July  9,  1868,  at  Swan  Lake,  Minn.,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Jane  (Pat¬ 
terson)  Gunn,  natives  of  Virginia,  who  moved  to  Indiana  as  young  people  and 
in  1866  settled  in  Swan  Lake.  Mr.  Gunn  was  a  clergyman,  one  of  the  circuit 
riders  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  faith.  He  took  a  homestead,  farmed, 
preached,  taught  school  and  took  an  active  part  in  public  affairs.  The  post- 
office  was  established  on  his  farm  and  he  was  appointed  postmaster.  In 
1862  they  were  driven  out  by  the  Indians  and  went  first  to  Mankato  and  later 
to  Minneapolis,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  Mr.  Gunn  dyingV 
Feb.  16,  1893,  and  Mrs.  Gunn  July  16,  1891.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gunn  had  fifteen 
children:  David,  Caroline,  Anna,  Greenberg  (deceased),  William  F.,  Scott  S., 
Matthew,  Francis,  Eleanor  A.,  George  W.  (deceased),  Thomas  W.,  Charles  W. 
(deceased),  Adeline  S.  (deceased),  Edward  J.  and  Lafayette  F.  (deceased). 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Huser  have  six  children:  Edna  J.,  George  M.,  Thomas  E., 
Frances  E.,  Mildred  A.  and  Walter  S.  Edna  J.  was  born  June  12,  1881,  married 
James  S.  King,  of  St.  Paul,  and  has  three  children:  Eleanor  M.,  Mildred  M. 
and  Edna  M.  George  M.  was  born  Aug.  14,  1882,  and  died  June  11,  1887. 
Thomas  E.  was  born  Jan.  1,  1887,  and  is  now  practicing  law  in  New  York 
City.  Francis  E.  was  bora  Aug.  20,  1888,  and,  as  mentioned,  operates  his 
father’s  farm.  Mildred  A.  was  bora  Aug.  10,  1895,  and  is  now  doing  social 
service  work  in  the  University  of  Illinois.  Walter  S.  was  bora  Jan.  12,  1897, 
and  is  studying  law  in  the  University  of  Minnesota. 

Arthur  C.  Hunnicutt,  a  solid  and  substantial  resident  of  Cumberland,  and 
owner  of  a  fine  farm  of  200  acres  in  Stanfold  and  Cumberland  Township,  was 
born  in  Salem,  Iowa,  Nov.  20,  1869,  son  of  Abel  and  Ann  (Hogan)  Hunnicutt, 
natives  of  Virginia,  who  went  to  Ohio  as  young  people,  and  there  farmed  for 
the  remainder  of  their  lives,  the  father  dying  March  20,  1901,  and  the  mother 
March  14,  1918.  In  the  family  there  were  eight  children,  Mary,  Emma,  Alice, 
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George,  Frank,  William,  Arthur  and  Homer.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  re¬ 
ceived' an  excellent  education  in  the  schools  of  his  native  place,  and  also  took 
classical  studies  in  the  Whittier  College  at  Salem,  Iowa.  With  this  preparation 
he, taught  school  in  rural  Iowa  districts  for  a  while.  Subsequently  he  followed 
farming  for  a  number  of  years.  In  1903  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  bought 
120  acres  of  wild  land  in  section  1,  Cumberland.  With  the  help  of  his  sons, 
he  started  getting  out  logs,  and  by  spring  had  cut  and  sawed  40,000  feet  of 
lumber,  with  which  they  erected  one  of  the  best  sets  of  farm  buildings  in 
the  township.  They  cleared  in  all  eighty  acres,  put  up  fences,  and  developed 
a  fine  farm.  In  1908  he  added  an  adjoining  80  acres  in  section  6,  Stanfold 
Township,  making  a  fine  place  of  200  acres,  well  equipped,  well  stocked  and 
well  tilled.  Being  a  man  of  education  and  ability  it  is  natural  that  Mr.  Hun- 
nicut’s  services  should  have  been  in  demand  for  public  office.  In  Cumberland 
Township  he  served  for  some  years  as  town  chairman,  town  clerk,  and  town 
assessor,  as  well  as  in  other  positions  of  public  honor  and  private  trust.  It 
has  been  his  aim  to  take  his  rightful  share  in  every  good  move,  and  he  holds 
the  respect  and  faith  of  his  fellow  man.  In  1919,  after  a  long  and  useful 
career,  filled  with  hard  work  worthily  accomplished,  he  retired  and  purchased 
a  pleasant  home  in  the  city  of  Cumberland,  where  he  now  lives.  The  farm  is 
rented  to  the  son,  Edgar.  Fraternally  Mr.  Hunnicutt  is  a  member  of  Cum¬ 
berland  Lodge,  No.  223,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  Mr.  Hunnicutt  was  married  Nov.  19, 
1884,  in  Salem,  Iowa,  to  Ina  Stanley,  who  was  born  June  12,  1863,  in  that  place, 
daughter  of  Amsalem  and  Hannah  B.  (Ellyson)  Stanley,  natives  of  Ohio,  both 
of  whom  are  now  dead,  the  father  dying  Oct.  30,  1905,  and  the  mother,  March 
13, 1909.  In  the  family  there  were  nine  children :  Leander,  Phebe,  Ina,  Schyler, 
Amanda,  Charles,  Jennette,  Zadok  and  Sidewell.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hunnicutt  have 
four  children,  Edgar,  Clifford,  Harold  and  Refa.  Edgar  was  born  Oct.  19,  1886, 
and  as  already  noted  is  operating  his  father’s  farm.  Clifford  was  born  Aug. 
19,  1887,  and  is  manager  of  the  Haywood  Light  &  Water  Co.,  at  Haywood,  Wis. 
Harold  was  born  Dec.  3,  1890,  and  is  a  locomotive  engineer  with  headquarters 
at  Port  Arthur,  Canada.  Refa  was  born  Dec.  13,  1895,  and  is  the  wife  of  P. 
R.  Donaldson,  of  Mason  City,  Iowa.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church. 

G.  Grant  Hodgkin,  pioneer,  is  the  representative  of  the  second  family 
which  settled  on  the  island  on  which  the  city  of  Cumberland  is  now  located. 
He  has  seen  the  beautiful  and  flourishing  little  city  grow  from  a  wilderness, 
and  has  been  personally  acquainted  with  all  the  men  whose  efforts  have  made 
this  part  of  the  county  what  it  is.  He  has  been  connected  with  accounting 
departments  of  the  lumbering  and  mercantile  interests,  and  is  now  accountant 
for  the  State  Bank  of  Cumberland.  He  was  born  in  Trempealeau  County,  Wis., 
near  Whitehall,  March  4,  1869,  son  of  George  C.  and  Mary  J.  (Parks)  Hodgkin, 
who  brought  him  to  Cumberland  in  1875.  Here  he  was  reared  and  educated. 
For  a  while  he  worked  as  a  logger,  as  chainman  with  various  surveyors,  and 
as  clerk  in  the  store  of  Griggs,  Foster  &  Miller  at  Cumberland.  In  1888  he 
attended  the  Curtiss  Business  College  at  St.  Paul.  For  a  while  he  worked  as 
bookkeeper  with  the  Beaver  Lake  Lumber  Co.  and  Beaver  Dam  Lumber  Co. 
at  Cumberland,  and  for  two  years  had  an  interest  in  the  store  of  Miller-Water¬ 
man  Co.,  at  Cumberland.  He  has  held  his  present  position  since  1916.  His 
fraternal  relations  are  with  the  Modern  Woodmen.  Mr.  Hodgkin  was  married 
at  Cumberland,  June  20,  1894,  to  Ora  E.  Burke,  daughter  of  B.  Burke  and 
Ellen  (Gould)  Burke.  He  came  from  Pennsylvania  to  Iowa  in  the  early  days, 
and  from  there  to  Cumberland  in  1887.  She  was  a  native  of  Iowa.  Mr.  Burke 
makes  his  home  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hodgkin,  and  Mrs.  Burke  is  dead.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Burke  had  three  children:  Ora  E. ;  D.  Wyman,  of  Bennett,  this  state;  and 
Blanche,  deceased 

George  C.  Hodgkin,  a  pioneer  of  Cumberland,  was  born  in  Vermont,  was 
taken  as  a  child  to  New  York  State,  and  was  there  reared.  In  1849  he  came 
to  Wisconsin  and  located  in  Monroe  County.  There  he  settled  on  a  farm  and 
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devoted  much  of  hi*  attention  to  surveying.  From  Monroe  County  he  moved 
to  Trempealeau  County,  about  1858,  and  was  there  similarly  engaged.  June 
1,  1875,  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  homesteaded  a  farm  on  the  island 
■where  Cumberland  is  now  located.  The  family  of  Gunder  Dahlby  was  then 
the  only  one  living  on  the  island.  Mr.  Hodgkin  platted  a  part  of  the  present 
village.  He  devoted  a  part  of  his  time  to  surveying  and  to  railroad  construc¬ 
tion  work.  He  and  his  wife  are  both  dead.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hodgkin  were  the 
parents  of  six  children.  Helen  H.  is  dead.  She  married  Steener  Arness,  of 
Grantsburg,  Wis.  Cora  M.  is  the  widow  of  H.  A.  Chapman,  of  Cumberland. 
G.  Grant  lives  in  Cumberland.  Hattie  J.  married  Lewis  Brown,  of  Turtle  Lake, 
Wis.  She  is  now  dead.  Mae  married  W.  F.  Goodenough,  of  Minneapolis. 
She  was  the  first  white  child  born  on  the  present  site  of  Cumberland.  Caro¬ 
line  lives  at  Cumberland. 

George  J.  Gaerth,  baker  of  Cumberland,  was  born  in  Bohemia,  Aug.  18, 
1870,  son  of  Mike  and  Josepa  Gaerth,  also  natives  of  that  country.  The  father, 
a  cabinet  worker  and  furniture  maker,  is  still  living  in  that  country,  the  mother 
having  died  several  years  ago.  Of  their  children,  Kate  is  the  wife  of  Frank 
Biermeier,  of  St.  Paul.  George  J.  was  reared  in  his  native  land  and  attended 
school  there.  At  the  age  of  thirteen  he  was  apprenticed  to  a  baker  and  thor¬ 
oughly  learned  the  trade.  In  1887,  when  he  was  but  seventeen,  he  started  out 
for  himself,  and  came  to  the  United  States.  For  six  years  he  worked  at  his 
trade  at  St.  Charles,  Missouri.  At  the  close  of  this  period  his  health  began  to 
fail  so  he  came  north  to  St.  Paul,  where  he  was  employed  for  a  while.  From 
there  he  came  to  New  Richmond,  Wis.,  and  from  there  to  Shell  Lake,  Wis.  In 
1907  he  opened  his  present  establishment  in  Cumberland.  He  has  a  good  place 
and  does  a  good  business,  his  bakery  being  the  only  one  in  the  city.  He  is  a 
thorough  master  of  his  trade,  he  is  a  good  business  man,  and  he  enjoys  an  ex¬ 
cellent  standing  as  a  citizen.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  Cumberland 
Lodge,  No.  223,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  Mr.  Gaerth  was  married  June  26,  1894,  to  Mary 
Snowbank,  daughter  of  John  and  Theresa  Snowbank,  of  Waukesha  County,  this 
state.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gaerth  have  three  children:  Julia,  Louise  and  William. 
Julia  is  the  wife  of  John  Ramsey,  of  Peshtigo,  Wis.  Louise  is  a  teacher  in  the 
commercial  department  of  the  Hillsboro,  Wis.,  high  school.  William  is  study¬ 
ing  in  the  Stout  Institute,  at  Menomonie,  Wis.  John  Snowbank  was  born  in 
Germany  and  came  to  this  country  at  the  age  of  seventeen.  His  wife  was  born 
in  Austria,  and  came  to  this  country  at  the  age  of  thirteen.  Both  are  now 
dead.  They  had  eleven  children:  John,  William,  Edward,  Louis,  Harry,  Frank, 
Bert  and  August,  and  Mary,  Carrie  and  Anna. 

Andrew  S.  Sather,  a  modern  farmer  owning  a  fine  place  of  40  acres  in 
Section  20,  Rice  Lake  Township,  is  a  real  leader  among  his  fellow  men.  In 
former  years  he  was  nationally  known  for  his  temperance  work  as  lecturer, 
and  to  the  business  of  farming  he  has  brought  the  same  judgment  and  intelli¬ 
gent  that  characterized  his  public  work.  He  was  born  in  Soknedalen,  near 
Trondhjem,  Norway,  son  of  Sven  E.  and  Engeborg  (Larson)  Sather,  the 
former  of  whom  died  in  Norway  in  1884,  after  which  the  mother  came  to 
America  in  1893  and  died  in  Minneapolis  Oct.  12,  1916.  Andrew  S.  received 
a  thorough  education  in  Norway,  and  there  became  deeply  interested  in  the 
temperance  cause.  He  came  to  America  in  1892  and  found  employment  at 
sawmill  work  at  Rice  Lake.  In  1894  he  went  on  the  platform  as  a  temperance 
lecturer  and  continued  in  this  line  for  a  quarter  of  a  century.  For  many 
years  in  this  connection  he  was  president  of  the  Scandinavian  Temperance 
Association  of  America  and  part  owner  of  the  temperance  publication',  “The 
Reform,"  issued  at  Eau  Claire,  Wis.  In  the  meantime,  in  1903,  he  bought 
160  acres  of  wild  timber  land  in  Section  1,  Stanfold  Township.  In  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  this  farm  he  took  great  pride.  He  grubbed  out  the  stumps,  cleared 
the  land  for  cultivation  and  successfully  raised  grade  Holstein  cattle  headed 
by  a  blooded  sire  and  full-bred  Poland-China  swine.  His  home  was  a  modern 
structure  equipped  with  many  modern  conveniences.  The  frame  barn  was 
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installed  with  the  James  system  of  stanchions  and  running  water.  All  be 
buildings  were  illuminated  with  gas.  In  1920  he  sold  out  to  John  Wilz.  T  en 
he  bought  his  present  place.  This  likewise  is  well  improved  with  many  <  m- 
veniences,  including  an  electric  light  plant  which  furnishes  light  for  he 
buildings  and  power  for  the  water  pumps  and  other  machinery.  Having  ad 
broad  experience  in  many  states,  Mr.  Sather  has  had  the  greatest  faith  in  ;he 
future  of  Barron  County  as  a  dairy  country,  a  faith  which  is  now  be  ng 
realized.  He  helped  to  organize  the  Goodhope  Cheese  Co.  of  Stanfold  To  m- 
ship  and  has  for  fourteen  years  served  as  its  president  and  general  manaj  er. 
Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the  I.  S.  W.  A.,  the  Norske  Selskab  an  .  a 
member  of  Bankers’  Life  Insurance  Company  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa.  dr. 
Sather  was  married  in  Norway  Aug.  2,  1891,  to  Betty  Johnson,  who  was  b  urn 
at  Orhejemtland,  Sweden,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Ranghild  Grasle,  the  fon  ler 
of  whom,  a  railroad  man,  is  still  living  in  Sweden,  the  latter  having  died  th  ire 
Feb.  20,  1884.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sather  have  three  children:  Selma  Josephine, 
Herman  R.  and  Ruth  Ingeborg.  Selma  Josephine  was  born  Sept.  29,  1892,  i  nd 
Ruth  Ingeborg  was  born  Feb.  26,  1898.  Herman  R.  was  born  Sept.  8,  1894, 
and  served  during  the  World  War  in  the  ambulance  corps.  All  three  child: -en 
are  at  home.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Lars  Engesether,  at  one  time  owner  of  the  Weber  Hotel,  Rice  Lake,  i.nd 
original  owner  of  the  Pleasant  Hill  addition  to  the  city  of  Cumberland,  is  now 
living  retired  at  Rice  Lake  after  a  busy  and  well  spent  life.  He  was  born 
and  reared  in  Dane  County,  Wisconsin,  and  there  married  Johannah  Johnson. 
They  lived  on  a  farm  in  Dane  County  until  1906,  when  they  came  to  Barron 
County  and  bought  700  acres  in  Crystal  Lake  Township,  136  acres  being  within 
the  city  limits  of  Cumberland.  He  cleared  40  acres  and  developed  a  good  little 
farm.  On  a  part  of  this  farm  he  platted  the  Pleasant  Hill  addition,  now  the 
site  of  a  number  of  pretty  residences.  Here  he  carried  on  general  farming 
and  dairying  until  1916  when  he  traded  his  Cumberland  holdings  for  what  is 
now  known  as  the  Weber  Hotel  in  Rice  Lake.  The  next  year,  owing  to  failing 
health,  he  sold  out.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Engesether  have  nine  children:  Sena,  of 
Rice  Lake;  Amanda,  now  Mrs.  Charles  Miller;  John,  a  business  man  of  Cumber¬ 
land;  Engeborg  and  Marie,  of  Washington,  D.  C.;  Mitchell,  of  Rice  Lake; 
Otto,  manager  of  the  Standard  Oil  filling  station  at  Rice  Lake,  and  Lillie  and 
Sadie,  also  of  Rice  Lake. 

John  Engesether,  owner  and  proprietor  of  the  Island  City  Produce  Co., 
Cumberland,  was  born  in  Dane  County,  Wisconsin,  Sept.  19,  1889,  son  of  Lars 
and  Johannah  (Johnson)  Engesether.  He  attended  school  in  his  native 
county  and  was  brought  to  Cumberland  by  his  parents  when  he  was  a  boy  of 
sixteen.  He  remained  with  his  parents  until  1909  and  then  became  identified 
with  the  meat  business  in  Cumberland.  In  1917  he  became  foreman  in  the 
Cumberland  factory  of  the  Fame  Canning  Co.  The  next  year  he  operated  a 
milk  route  in  Cumberland,  and  so  continued  until  the  spring  of  1920,  when 
he  engaged  in  the  farm  produce  business.  He  has  built  up  a  fine  business, 
his  long  residence  here  and  his  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  people  of  the 
city  and  country  being  an  important  asset.  He  buys  and  ships  cream,  eggs, 
poultry  and  other  farm  produce,  and  is  winning  wide  favor  for  his  fair  dealing 
and  his  prompt  attention  to  all  business  affairs.  He  is  one  of  the  popular 
young  men  of  the  city  and  is  an  active  member  of  Cumberland  Lodge,  No.  66, 
S.  A.  F.  Mr.  Engesether  was  married  Feb.  17,  1912,  to  Lora  Lovaas,  born 
March  28,  1893,  in  Cumberland,  Wis.,  daughter  of  Olaus  and  Kerin  (Norby) 
Lovaas,  the  former  of  whom  lives  in  Cumberland  and  the  latter  of  whom  died 
March  2,  1917.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Engesether  have  two  children,  Katherine  J., 
born  Sept.  9,  1912,  and  Eleanor  G.,  born  April  9,  1919. 

Frank  Algeo,  secretary  and  general  manager  of  the  Cumberland  Milling 
Co.,  Cumberland,  was  born  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  Oct.  2,  1863,  son  of  Frank  and 
Margaret  (O’Rourke)  Algeo,  natives  of  Ireland,  who  came  to  the  United  States 
in  1840  and  settled  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  where  the  father  worked  in  the  cotton 
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mills.  They  came  to  Juneau  County,  Wisconsin,  in  1855,  where  they  settled 
on  a  farm  which  they  conducted  for  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  In  the 
early  days  they  made  a  specialty  of  hop  raising.  Of  the  nine  children  in  the 
family  there  are  now  living  three,  Theresa,  wife  of  John  Dwyer,  of  Baraboo, 
Wis.;  Hannah,  of  Baraboo,  and  Frank.  Frank  was  reared  in  Juneau  County, 
attended  school  there,  and  learned  farming  from  his  parents.  At  the  age  of 
sixteen  he  became  identified  with  the  lumbering  industry,  working  in  the 
woods  and  on  river  drives.  He  came  to  Cumberland  Oct.  11,  1882,  and  con¬ 
tinued  as  a  lumberman  for  several  years.  In  1890  he  assisted  in  organizing 
the  Cumberland  Milling  Co.  and  has  since  occupied  his  present  position,  an 
honorable  record  of  over  thirty  years  of  worthy  accomplishment.  He  is  a 
thorough  master  of  his  business,  and  has  the  respect  of  his  associates  and 
the  confidence  of  the  public.  The  position  he  occupies  in  the  city  and  in  the 
estimation  of  his  fellow  men  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  he  has  been  elected 
mayor,  alderman  and  assessor.  In  all  of  these  positions  he  has  acquitted  him¬ 
self  well,  and  has  demonstrated  his  unselfish  interest  in  the  city’s  welfare 
and  his  unswerving  faith  in  the  city’s  future.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  popular 
member  of  the  Catholic  Knights  of  Wisconsin.  Mr.  Algeo  was  married  at 
Lynden,  Wis.,  Feb.  15,  1885,  to  Ellen  Burns,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Patrick 
Burns,  early  settlers  of  Juneau  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Algeo  have  been  blessed 
with  nine  children:  Mollie  is  a  teacher  in  Fort  Benton,  Mont.;  Harriet  is  the 
wife  of  Dr.  A.  C.  Edwards,  of  Reedsburg,  Wis.;  Frank,  Jr.,  is  with  Armour  & 
Co.  at  Ft.  Dodge,  Iowa;  Thomas  lives  in  Cumberland;  Charles  is  in  the  mill  at 
Cumberland.  During  the  World  War  he  served  in  the  United  States  Navy,  and 
was  in  the  convoy  service.  John  D.  is  in  the  Coast  Artillery  and  is  at  present 
stationed  in  the  Philippine  Islands.  Irene  is  at  home:  Stephen  is  at  home  and 
is  doing  well  in  the  Cumberland  High  School.  Margaret  married  Louis  Ben¬ 
jamin,  owner  of  the  Cumberland  Telephone  Co.  and  is  now  dead.  The  family 
stands  high  in  the  community  and  the  hospitable  home  is  one  of  the  social 
centers  of  the  city. 

George  Olson,  retired  farmer,  living  at  410  West  Humbird  street,  Rice 
Lake,  was  born  in  Christiania,  Norway,  son  of  Ole  and  Tolena  (Paulson) 
Jorgensen,  natives  of  Norway,  who  came  to  America  in  June,  1866,  located  in 
Whitehall,  Mich.,  where  the  father  was  employed  as  a  mill  hand,  then  located 
in  Elk  Creek,  Eau  Claire  County,  and  later  moved  to  Sand  Creek,  Dunn  County, 
Wis.,  where  they  secured  80  acres  of  land  and  carried  on  general  farming. 
George  received  a  common  school  education  in  Norway,  and  as  a  youth  learned 
the  blacksmith's  trade.  He  came  to  America  with  his  parents,  and  with  head¬ 
quarters  at  Eau  Claire,  Wis.,  worked  in  mills  in  the  summer  and  in  the  lumber 
woods  and  at  blacksmithing  in  the  winter.  In  1871  he  took  a  homestead  of 
160  acres  in  Sand  Creek,  Dunn  County,  this  state,  broke  the  land,  erected 
log  buildings  which  he  later  replaced  with  frame  structures,  and  there  suc¬ 
cessfully  carried  on  general  farming  for  many  years.  In  1919  he  retired  and 
took  up  his  home  in  Rice  Lake  where  he  purchased  a  modern  residence  and 
where  he  still  lives.  Mr.  Olson  is  a  thorough  believer  in  the  co-operative 
movement,  and  is  a  stockholder  in  several  farmers’  co-operative  stores  in  Wis¬ 
consin.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Free  Christian  Church.  Mr.  Olson  was  mar¬ 
ried  July  5,  1871,  at  Sand  Creek,  to  Trena  Larson,  daughter  of  Andrew  Larson, 
a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War.  This  union  has  resulted  in  fourteen  children. 
Albert  was  born  in  Eau  Claire  in  1873  and  died  in  infancy.  Albert  A.  was 
born  at  Sand  Creek  in  1875,  and  now  farms  in  Bergen,  Alberta,  Canada.  He 
married  Hilda  Pederson  and  lives  in  Canton,  this  county.  Agnes  was  born  in 
Sand  Creek  in  1877,  married  Charles  Danielson,  and  lives  in  St.  Paul.  Martha 
was  born  in  Sand  Creek  in  1879,  married  James  Seacock,  and  lives  in  Cameron, 
this  county.  Christian  C.  was  born  at  Sand  Creqk,  May  17,  1881,  married 
Carrie  Hanson,  and  lives  in  Lyle,  Minn.  Olaf  S.  was  born  May  13,  1883,  mar¬ 
ried  Alma  Nelson,  and  lives  in  Duluth,  Minn.  Fred  J.  was  born  April  5,  1884, 
is  a  carpenter  by  trade,  and  lives  with  his  parents  at  Rice  Lake.  Marlin  A. 
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was  born  May,  1886,  married  Carrie  Clemenson,  and  farms  at  Sand  Creek. 
George  C.  was  born  in  Sand  Creek  in  1887,  and  is  a  farmer  at  Rice  Lake. 
Elmer  C.  was  born  in  Sand  Creek  in  1888,  married  Hattie  Cluge,  and  lives  in 
Rice  Lake.  Alvin  was  born  in  Sand  Creek  in  1890  and  died  at  the  age  of  21 
years  and  9  months.  Moses  T.  was  born  July,  1892,  and  lives  on  a  homestead 
in  Canada.  Gertrude  was  born  Feb.  12,  1896,  and  lives  at  home.  Helen  was 
born  Oct.  29,  1897,  married  Leonard  Tieson,  and  lives  at  Sand  Creek.  All  have 
done  well  and  are  well  thought  of  in  their  respective  communities. 

Kenneth  N.  MacLeod,  a  hero  of  the  World  War,  who  gave  his  life  in  the 
cause  of  human  liberty,  was  born  in  Rice  Lake  July  11,  1897,  son  of  George 
and  Flora  D.  (Lee)  MacLeod.  He  was  educated  in  the  graded  and  high  schools 
of  Rice  Lake,  and  was  but  seventeen  years  of  age  when  he  enlisted  in  Co.  A, 
belonging  to  a  regiment  of  the  Wisconsin  National  Guard.  With  this  company 
he  saw  service  on  the  Mexican  border.  Then,  after  but  a  brief  respite,  he  was 
called  to  service  with  the  company  to  guard  bridges  and  docks  at  Superior,  Wis. 
When  the  United  States  entered  the  World  War  he  gladly  took  the  required 
federal  oath,  and  in  time  was  assigned  as  corporal  to  the  121st  Machine  Gun 
Battalion.  He  sailed  for  France  Feb.  18,  1918,  saw  action  in  a  defensive  sector 
of  the  Aisne-Marne  region,  was  wounded  and  gassed  while  showing  heroic 
conduct  on  Aug.  4,  1918,  and  died  Oct.  17,  1918.  As  a  boy  he  was  alert,  bright, 
active  and  affectionate.  As  a  young  man  he  was  genial  and  straightforward. 
As  a  soldier  he  was  faithful  to  every  duty,  and  a  general  favorite  with  his 
comrades.  His  name  will  forever  be  cherished  on  the  roll  of  his  country’s 
heroes. 

Herbert  N.  Melgard,  a  well-to-do  citizen  who  resides  in  his  pleasant  home 
in  Rice  Lake  City,  while  looking  after  his  prosperous  farm  in  the  rural  districts, 
has  made  a  success  in  life,  and  being  yet  a  young  man,  his  friends  predict  for 
him  a  still  more  successful  future.  He  brought  to  the  farming  industry  the 
trained  mind  of  a  business  expert,  and  his  agricultural  operations  are  con¬ 
ducted  along  strictly  business  lines.  He  was  born  in  Cashton,  Wis.,  June  3, 
1890,  son  of  Olaf  and  Amelia  (Larson)  Melgard,  the  former  a  native  of  Wis¬ 
consin,  and  the  latter  a  native  of  Norway,  who  came  to  America  at  the  age  of 
seventeen.  After  their  marriage  the  parents  lived  in  Cashton,  Wis.,  where  the 
father  was  engaged  in  the  monument  business  until  his  death  March  26,  1914, 
the  mother  still  continuing  to  live  in  that  city.  In  the  family  there  were  nine 
children:  Eilart  C.,  Carl  A.,  Herbert  N.,  Oscar,  Rose,  Nina,  Anna,  Isa  and 
Howard.  Herbert  N.  received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  place,  learned  the  monument  business  with  his  father,  and  carried  it  on 
at  Cashton  and  Sparta,  Wis.,  until  1914.  In  that  year  he  came  to  Barron  County 
and  bought  240  acres  of  land  in  Barron  Township.  This  was  a  well  improved 
place  but  he  continued  the  improvements  in  various  ways.  After  two  years 
he  rented  this  farm  for  four  years  and  moved  to  Rice  Lake.  March  1,  1920, 
he  bought  160  acres  one  mile  from  Brill,  in  Oak  Grove  Township.  He  has  con¬ 
tinued  to  operated  this  farm,  but  in  1920  he  moved  again  to  Rice  Lake  and 
purchased  his  present  home  at  24  West  Knapp  Street.  This  home  he  remodelled 
to  suit  his  purpose,  one  of  the  features  being  a  pleasant  sun  parlor.  He  is 
much  interested  in  the  science  of  modern  farming,  and  makes  a  specialty  of 
dairying,  having  a  good  herd  of  Guernsey  cattle.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  he  also  belongs  to  the  Commercial  Club.  Mr. 
Melgard  is  fond  of  outdoor  sports  and  takes  especial  pleasure  in  hunting  and 
fishing.  Mr.  Melgard  was  married  Nov.  26,  1912,  to  Alfreda  Swarthout,  who 
was  born  in  Sparta,  Wis.,  April  9,  1892,  daughter  of  Frank  W.  and  Cora  (Fobes) 
Swarthout,  natives  of  Wisconsin,  of  Holland  descent,  the  former  of  whom  died 
April  19,  1900,  and  the  latter  Oct.  11,  1907.  In  the  family  there  were  three 
children :  Alfreda,  Wyllis  and  Willis.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Melgard  have  two  children : 
Nordal,  born  March  3,  1914,  and  Frank  Lynn,  born  Feb.  3,  1917.  The  family 
attends  the  Episcopal  and  Lutheran  churches.  Mrs.  Melgard  is  a  lady  of  many 
accomplishments.  She  received  her  early  training  in  the  public  schools  of 
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Sparta,  then  attended  the  Grafton  high  school  at  Fond  du  Lac,  this  state ;  and 
then  took  a  three  years’  course  at  the  Downer  School  at  Milwaukee. 

George  MacLeod,  now  deceased,  was  one  whose  career  was  inseparably 
interwoven  in  the  warp  and  woof  of  Barron  County’s  agricultural,  business, 
social  and  political  life,  for  nearly  half  a  century.  He  had  an  active  mind, 
enthusiastic  in  everything  he  undertook,  he  was  a  shrewd  business  man, 
honest  in  all  his  dealings,  and  he  was  a  good  citizen.  In  his  home  he  was  an 
ideal  family  man,  and  reared  a  group  of  children  who  now  enjoy  a  most 
excellent  standing  throughout  the  community.  Mr.  MacLeod  was  born  June 
19,  1847,  in  Maine,  and  was  there  educated.  As  a  youth,  he  went  to  St.  John, 
New  Brunswick,  Canada,  and  there  remained  for  several  years.  He  came  to 
Chicago  in  1866,  and  the  following  year  went  to  Muskegon,  Mich.,  where  he 
was  a  lumber  grader  for  a  while,  after  which  he  engaged  in  the  firestone  and 
cement  block  business.  In  the  same  line  he  came  to  Wisconsin  in  1869  and 
located  at  Eau  Claire,  where  he  later  took  up  the  roofing  business.  He  came 
to  Barron  County  in  1873  and  filed  on  a  claim  of  160  acres  in  Cedar  Lake 
Township.  Of  this  he  cleared  80  acres,  erected  a  set  of  buildings,  acquired 
suitable  equipment,  and  carried  on  general  farming  some  fifteen  years.  For 
a  time  he  was  a  general  contractor.  Next  he  became  manager  of  the  Moore 
Elevator  at  Rice  Lake,  then  manager  in  the  north  woods  for  the  Upham  Lumber 
Co.  of  Marshfield,  then  in  the  flour  and  feed  business  at  Rice  Lake,  and  then 
salesman  for  the  Nelson  Brothers  Co.,  monument  workers,  Rice  Lake.  He  died 
Sept.  23,  1910.  He  was  an  enterprising  man,  always  ready  to  assist  the  public 
good,  and  did  much  work  for  the  county’s  progress.  His  fraternal  relations 
were  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Modern  Woodmen.  Along  every 
path  in  life  to  which  fate  led  him,  he  walked  worthily,  and  his  memory  will 
long  be  cherished  in  the  hearts  of  all  who  knew  him.  Mr.  MacLeod  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Flora  D.  Lee,  who  was  born  in  Clinton,  Ill.,  the  daughter  of  Nelson  and 
Felecia  (Jones)  Lee,  natives  respectively  of  Wisconsin  and  Mississippi.  The 
father  was  several  years  sheriff  of  Biloxi  County,  Mississippi,  and  later  moved 
to  Chicago,  where  he  died.  The  mother  now  makes  her  home  with  her  daugh¬ 
ter,  and  has  reached  the  good  old  age  of  ninety  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ma6- 
Leod  were  the  parents  of  twelve  children:  Edith,  Lulu,  George,  Joseph  and 
011i8,  are  living;  Kenneth  N.  died  in  service  during  the  Great  War,  and  six 
died  in  childhood  of  diphtheria,  within  a  few  days  of  each  other.  Edith  is  now 
Mrs.  F.  E.  Bailey,  of  Rice  Lake;  Lulu  is  Mrs.  Benjamin  Schrump,  of  Montana; 
George  is  a  lumberman  and  stock  farmer  at  Santa,  Idaho;  Joseph  is  manager 
of  an  insurance  company  at  Duluth,  Minn.;  Ollis  is  the  wife  of  Ole  Flaten,  of 
Montana.  Mrs.  MacLeod  is  active  in  women’s  work,  and  is  prominent  in  the 
W.  C.  T.  U.  and  the  W.  R.  C.  as  well  as  in  the  Auxiliary  to  the  Edgar  Eubanks 
Post,  American  Legion.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 

Carl  F.  W.  Rovie,  of  Cumberland,  now  connected  with  the  milling  industry, 
and  for  many  years  identified  with  the  lumbering  activities  of  this  region, 
was  born  in  Germany  Aug.  7,  1869,  son  of  Rudolph  and  Minnie  (Denhoff) 
Rovie,  natives  of  Germany,  who  came  to  America  in  1872,  and  settled  in  Me- 
nomonie,  Wis.,  where  the  father  worked  in  a  flour  mill  for  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co., 
until  1889,  when  they  went  to  Snohomish,  Washington,  where  the  father 
died  Nov.  3,  1913,  after  which  the  mother  returned  to  Menomonie,  where  she 
now  resides.  In  the  family  there  were  four  children:  Carl  F.  W.,  Minnie, 
Martha  and  William.  Carl  F.  W.  lives  in  Cumberland.  Minnie  is  the  wife  of 
Mr.  Knight,  of  Washington.  Martha  is  the  wife  of  L.  A.  Burdick,  of  Minne¬ 
apolis.  William  lives  in  Everett,  Wash.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared 
In  Menomonie  and  attended  school  until  he  was  thirteen.  Then  he  started 
working  for  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  in  their  shingle  mill.  In  1889  he  came  to  Cum¬ 
berland  and  was  similarly  employed  with  the  Beaver  Dam  Lumber  Co.  Five 
years  later,  in  1894,  he  started  work  in  the  heading  mill  for  D.  H.  Keyes.  He 
entered  his  present  employ  with  the  Cumberland  Milling  Co.  in  1899,  and  has 
since  continued  to  give  that  company  faithful  service.  He  has  lived  in  the 
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city  more  than  thirty  years,  he  has  watched  its  growth  and  progress,  and  as 
a  good  citizen  has  taken  his  part  in  every  forward  move.  He  owns  a  pleasant 
home  on  Mont  Street.  The  Old  Settlers’  Association  has  found  in  him  an 
active  member  and  enthusiastic  supporter.  Mr.  Rovie  was  married  June  15, 
1892,  to  Mary  Lovaas,  who  was  born  in  Norway  Jan.  24,  1873,  daughter  of  O. 
C.  and  Carrie  (Nordby)  Lovaas.  Mrs.  Lovaas  died  March  3,  1917,  and  Mr. 
Lovaas  now  makes  his  home  with  his  daughter,  Mrs.  John  Engesether,  of  Cum¬ 
berland.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rovie  have  four  children :  Ralph  was  born  Feb.  6,  1893, 
and  lives  in  St.  Paul.  Edna  was  born  Dec.  18,  1894,  and  is  the  wife  of  Harry 
Lutes,  of  Cumberland.  Hazel  was  born  July  25,  1900,  and  is  now  in  St.  Paul. 
Margaret  was  born  Feb.  2,  1904,  and  is  attending  the  Cumberland  high  school. 
In  the  family  there  is  also  an  adopted  child,  Helen,  a  bright  little  girl  born 
Oct.  16,  1919.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  St.  Paul’s  Lutheran  church. 

Friend  F.  Peck,  early  hotel  keeper  of  Cumberland,  was  born  in  New  York 
State,  and  settled  in  Fond  du  Lac  County,  this  state,  in  an  early  day.  From 
there  he  came  to  St.  Croix  County,  in  the  sixties,  and  settled  on  a  farm  near 
Hammond.  This  was  all  wild  land.  He  cleared  and  developed  the  place  and 
for  many  years  successfully  carried  on  general  farming.  He  came  to  Cumber¬ 
land  in  1881,  and  managed  the  Cumberland  Hotel  for  a  year.  Then  he  bought 
the  Commercial  Hotel,  which  he  operated  for  two  years.  But  though  he  made 
a  success  of  this  he  decided  that  he  liked  agricultural  life  better,  so  he  sold 
out,  and  returned  to  the  farm.  He  died  in  1896.  His  wife,  who  was  Sadie 
Campbell,  also  a  native  of  New  York  State,  died  in  1917.  In  the  family  there 
were  four  children,  all  living.  Clara  is  the  widow  of  William  Conrad,  of  Rice 
Lake.  Bonepart  lives  in  Michigan  City,  Indiana.  Guy  is  a  successful  dentist 
at  Durand,  Wis.  Fred  B.  is  a  Cumberland  business  man. 

Fred  B.  Peck,  Cumberland  business  man,  was  born  near  Hammond,  St. 
Croix  County,  Wis.,  Jan.  14,  1869,  son  of  Friend  F.  and  Sarah  (Campbell) 
Peck.  He  was  reared  to  farm  pursuits,  and  attended  school  near  Hammond  and 
at  Durand  and  Cumberland.  In  1889  he  went  to  New  Richmond  and  learned 
the  barber  trade,  which  he  followed  there  for  two  years.  He  came  to  Cumber¬ 
land  in  1891  and  opened  a  shop  which  he  still  conducts.  He  is  a  conscientious 
workman  and  is  liked  by  all  who  know  him.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  of  the  Modern  Woodmen,  and  was  affiliated  with  the 
Odd  Fellows  until  the  Cumberland  lodge  surrendered  its  charter.  He  was 
married  at  Cumberland,  Nov.  9,  1901,  to  Sarah  West,  daughter  of  Jacob  and 
Mary  West,  who  settled  in  Turtle  Lake  Township,  this  county,  came  from  there 
to  Cumberland,  and  now  live  in  Superior.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peck  have  had  six 
children:  Friend  (deceased),  Marie,  Joseph,  Fred  B.,  Jr.,  George  and  Lee. 

Frank  Anderson,  JrM  business  man  of  Cumberland,  was  born  in  Grand 
Rapids  (now  Wisconsin  Rapids),  Wis.,  April  12,  1879,  the  son  of  Frank  and 
Jennie  (Bergstein)  Anderson,  natives  of  Sweden,  who  came  to  Wisconsin  in 
1860,  and  settled  in  Grand  Rapids,  where  the  father  worked  at  logging  and 
lumbering.  They  came  to  Cumberland  in  1879  and  kept  a  railroad  boarding 
camp.  Later  the  father  engaged  in  lumbering,  and  still  later  opened  a  meat 
market.  He  still  lives  in  Cumberland,  and  his  wife  died  in  1919.  In  the  family 
there  were  nine  children.  Lila  is  the  wife  of  George  M.  Irwin,  of  Cumberland ; 
Frank,  Jr.,  is  a  business  man  of  Cumberland;  Cemelia  is  the  wife  of  John 
Oppadahl,  of  Minneapolis;  John  is  a  real  estate  man  of  Minneapolis;  Jennie 
is  the  wife  of  Frank  Bayless,  of  Fond  du  Lac,  Wis.;  Carl  is  in  Florida;  Ray  is 
in  Minneapolis.  Homer  was  one  of  the  nation’s  heroes  who  lost  his  life  in 
the  sinking  of  the  Tuscabia.  Dora  is  also  dead.  Frank,  Jr.,  was  brought  to 
Cumberland  as  an  infant  and  was  here  reared  and  educated.  As  a  youth  he 
worked  in  his  father’s  market.  In  1899  he  started  a  livery  business  which  he 
still  operates.  In  1921  he  became  interested  in  the  Island  City  Land  Co.,  the 
local  branch  of  the  well-known  Wallace  Land  Co.  He  is  an  energetic  man  who 
has  the  best  interests  of  the  city  at  heart  and  is  well  liked  throughout  the 
community. 
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Carl  J.  Anderson,  one  of  the  most  active  and  useful  of  the  early  settlers  of 
Cumberland  Township,  was  born  in  Sweden  Aug.  6,  1853,  the  son  of  Anders 
and  Louisa  (Carlson)  Jacobson,  natives  of  that  country,  who  came  to  America 
in  1888  and  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives  with  Carl  J.,  the  father  dying 
in  1917  and  the  mother  in  1907.  The  children  in  the  family  were:  Bridget 
and  Louisa,  still  in  Norway,  where  the  family  moved  in  1867 ;  Jacob,  deceased, 
and  Carl  J.  Carl  J.  was  reared  in  Sweden,  did  a  little  farm  work,  and  worked 
in  the  woods  with  his  father.  He  came  to  America  in  1881  and  found  his  way 
to  Cumberland,  where  he  arrived  September  5.  For  a  short  time  he  worked  in 
the  mill  for  Anderson  &  Benson,  and  then,  as  the  result  of  his  experience  in 
Norway,  secured  work  as  manager  of  one  of  the  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  lumber 
yards.  In  the  fall  of  1882  he  bought  80  acres  of  land  in  Section  2,  Cumberland 
Township,  and  settled  there.  The  tract  was  all  wild  land  and  partly  covered 
with  heavy  timber.  He  put  up  a  set  of  log  buildings  and  started  clearing  the 
land.  For  a  time  conditions  were  hard  and  hardships  were  many.  The 
severest  kind  of  toil  was  required  to  get  things  started.  Mr.  Anderson  had  the 
greatest  faith  in  the  future  of  the  township  and  was  one  of  the  most  vigorous 
in  assisting  in  its  progress.  He  pursuaded  settlers  to  locate  here,  he  made  a 
home  for  them  until  they  could  get  located,  he  helped  them  put  up  their 
houses,  and  encouraged  them  in  other  ways.  He  built  roads  and,  in  fact, 
did  everything  to  help  make  this  a  prosperous,  settled  community  of  desirable 
surroundings.  As  the  years  passed  he  became  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the 
community.  He  replaced  the  log  structures  with  a  good  set  of  frame  build¬ 
ings,  he  cleared  up  his  land,  erected  fences  and  purchased  equipment.  Here 
he  continues  to  successfully  carry  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  He  is 
a  stockholder  in  the  Star  cheese  factory  and  the  McKinley  Telephone  Co.  He 
is  esteemed,  honored  and  respected,  and  his  name  is  inseparably  interwoven 
into  the  warp  and  woof  of  the  history  of  Cumberland  Township.  Mr.  Anderson 
was  married  in  Norway  Dec.  26,  1880,  to  Bergeta  Elizabeth  Peterson,  who  was 
born  in  that  country  Nov.  11,  1860,  the  daughter  of  Peter  and  Bertha  (Lars- 
datter)  Nelson,  both  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson  adopted  a  bright 
boy,  Carolius,  who  was  born  in  1896.  During  the  World  War  he  served  in 
Company  A,  36th  Infantry,  74th  Division.  He  is  now  in  the  Medical  Corps  of 
the  regular  army  and  is  stationed  at  Fort  Logan,  in  Colorado. 

Dominick  Marino,  Cumberland,  was  born  in  Italy  and  there  married 
Theresa  Ruchie,  the  daughter  of  a  neighbor.  They  came  to  America  in  the 
late  eighties  and  bought  a  small  tract  of  land  in  Crystal  Lake  Township  where 
they  did  truck  farming.  In  1908  they  sold  out  and  went  to  Portland,  Oregon, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  railroad  work  for  five  years.  In  1913  they  came  to 
Cumberland  and  here  he  operated  a  pool  hall  until  1919.  Then  he  sold  out 
and  has  since  lived  retired.  In  the  family  there  are  three  sons:  Philip,  of 
St.  Paul;  Frank,  of  Minneapolis,  and  John  T.,  a  Cumberland  barber.  Their 
faith  is  that  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

John  T.  Marino,  Cumberland  barber,  who  fought  in  France  with  the 
famous  First  Division,  A.  E.  F.,  is  a  native  of  this  vicinity,  born  on  a  truck 
farm  in  Crystal  Lake  Township  Dec.  16,  1894,  and  was  there  reared  and 
educated.  He  left  the  farm  in  1914,  and  after  being  variously  employed  for  a 
year,  started  work  for  F.  W.  Peck,  a  Cumberland  barber,  with  whom  he 
remained  until  he  entered  the  army.  In  June,  1919,  he  opened  his  present 
modern  shop.  It  is  called  the  White  Way  Shop  and  enjoys  a  good  trade.  Mr. 
Marino  enlisted  in  Company  F,  6th  Infantry,  Wisconsin  National  Guard,  July 
17,  1917,  and  trained  at  Camp  McArthur.  In  October,  1917,  he  was  trans¬ 
ferred  to  Company  K,  128  Infantry,  with  which  organization  he  landed  in 
France  March  4,  1918.  There  he  was  transferred  to  Company  A,  26th  Infantry, 
First  Division.  He  saw  active  service  with  his  regiment  and  was  injured 
during  the  Soissions  offensive.  After  recovering  from  his  wound,  he  was 
assigned  to  the  morale  service,  and  with  a  troop  of  entertainers  visited  dif- 
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ferent  hospitals  entertaining  the  wounded  soldiers.  He  reached  the  United 
States  March  26,  1919,  and  was  discharged  at  Camp  Grant,  Rockford,  Ill., 
April  8,  1919.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Homer  Anderson  Post,  No.  98,  American 
Legion.  Mr.  Marino  makes  his  home  with  his  mother. 

Benjamin  H.  Moyer,  chiropractic  practioner  of  Cumberland,  was  born 
in  Dexter,  Kan.,  March  9,  1889,  the  son  of  Edward  T.  and  Eunice  (Butters) 
Moyer,  the  former  of  whom  died  in  1911  and  the  latter  in  1920.  He  received 
his  early  education  in  the  district  schools  of  his  native  place,  and  was  just 
growing  into  sturdy  young  manhood  when  he  was  striken  with  infantile 
paralysis.  This  left  him  a  wreck  of  his  former  vigorous  youth,  and  he  went 
from  physician  to  physician  to  seek  relief.  Finally  as  a  last  resort  he  called 
in  chiropractic  practitioners.  Under  their  adjustments  he  was  in  time  restored 
to  normal  health  and  strength.  The  wonderful  results  demonstrated  in  his 
own  case  caused  him  to  determine  to  devote  his  life  to  this  branch  of  the 
healing  art.  Accordingly,  in  1916,  he  went  to  Davenport,  Iowa,  and  entered 
the  Palmer  School  of  Chiropractic,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the 
degree  of  D.  C.  on  Dec.  9,  1918.  His  illness  and  medical  bills  had  left  him 
without  funds,  so  the  plucky  youth  had  worked  his  way  through  school  by 
waiting  on  tables  and  doing  other  odd  jobs,  thus  getting  board  and  clothing. 
After  finishing  his  course  he  made  a  short  visit  to  Spooner,  Wis.  On  March 
3,  1919,  he  landed  in  Cumberland  a  stranger  and  with  but  few  dollars  in  his 
pocket.  He  was,  however,  filled  with  determination,  and  upheld  by  the  con¬ 
fidence  of  the  great  merits  of  the  help  which  he  had  to  offer.  Accordingly, 
he  rented  rooms  in  the  Merchants’  Hotel.  So  immediate  was  his  success  that 
in  June,  1919,  he  found  it  necessary  to  secure  a  suite  of  offices  in  the  Jeffery 
Building  where  he  has  four  large,  well-equipped  rooms.  He  has  demonstrated 
to  the  people  the  dignity,  importance  and  efficiency  of  the  chiropractic  method 
of  treatment,  consisting  of  adjusting  the  vertabra  of  the  spine,  and  has  proven 
his  worth  as  a  man  and  as  a  citizen. 

Sigvald  L.  Larson,  cashier  of  the  Island  City  State  Bank,  Cumberland, 
and  a  prominent  factor  in  the  development  of  this  part  of  the  county,  is  a 
native  of  this  state,  born  in  Eau  Claire  April  6,  1889,  son  of  Lewis  and 
Margaret  (Quale)  Larson.  He  was  brought  to  Cumberland  as  a  child  in  1900 
and  here  received  his  early  education,  graduating  from  the  Cumberland  High 
School  in  1907.  Then  he  took  a  year's  course  in  the  University  of  Wisconsin 
at  Madison.  In  1911  he  started  his  banking  career  as  assistant  cashier  in  the 
Luverne  State  Bank,  Luverne,  N.  D.  Two  years  later,  in  1913,  he  was  called 
home  to  be  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Cumberland  Canning  Co.  In  1914 
he  entered  the  Island  City  State  Bank  as  assistant  cashier  and  on  Jan.  1, 
1921,  was  promoted  to  cashier.  He  is  an  efficient  and  experienced  financier, 
and  his  personality  has  been  an  important  factor  in  the  upbuilding  of  the 
institution  with  which  he  is  connected.  He  is  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
Cumberland  National  Farm  Loan  Association.  For  one  year  he  was  secretary 
of  the  Cumberland  Realty  Co.,  and  is  now  its  treasurer.  In  public  affairs  he 
has  served  an  unexpired  term  as  a  member  of  the  city  council.  In  fraternal 
circles  he  has  likewise  been  a  leader.  For  three  years  he  was  chancellor 
commander  of  Cumberland  Lodge,  No.  62,  K.  P.,  and  at  the  present  time  he  is 
senior  warden  of  Cumberland  Lodge,  No.  223,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  Mr.  Larson  was 
married  Feb.  19,  1916,  to  Selma  Johnson,  who  was  born  on  Feb.  9,  1890,  in 
Cumberland,  daughter  of  Ole  and  Jennie  (Carlson)  Johnson,  well  known 
citizens.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Larson  have  three  vigorous  children;  Lewis,  Jr., 
born  March  14,  1917;  Jeanne,  born  Aug.  1,  1918,  and  Robert  G.,  born  July 
24,  1920. 

Samuel  Palmer,  Cumberland,  merchant  and  farmer,  now  retired,  was  born 
in  Italy,  and  there  married  Clorinda  Donatello.  They  came  to  America  in  the 
late  seventies,  and  located  in  Chicago.  In  1881  they  came  to  Wisconsin  and 
settled  in  Barron  County  where  they  rented  a  farm  near  Cumberland.  A  feto 
years  later  he  bought  a  small  tract  of  land,  and  to  this  he  added  other  small 
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tracts  as  his  prosperity  permitted,  until  he  owned  100  acres.  He  erected  a 
good  set  of  buildings,  cleared  70  acres,  and  developed  a  good  farm,  just  on  the 
city  limits  of  Cumberland.  From  1900  to  1915  he  engaged  in  the  general 
mercantile  business  in  Cumberland.  In  1915  he  retired.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Palmer 
were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  of  whom  nine  are  now  living:  Josephine, 
Mary,  Minnie,  Jovena,  Annie,  John,  Joseph,  Samuel  and  Anthony.  Frank,  the 
youngest,  was  inducted  into  the  United  States  service  July  2,  1918,  served 
with  Company  M,  343d  Infantry,  and  was  killed  in  action  Nov.  11,  1918. 

Joseph  Palmer,  produce  dealer  of  Cumberland,  was  born  in  Cumberland 
Township,  just  on  the  outskirts  of  the  city,  Nov.  18,  1891,  the  son  of  Samuel 
and  Clorinda  (Donatello)  Palmer.  He  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  and 
attended  the  neighboring  schools.  After  leaving  school  he  continued  to  help 
his  father  on  the  farm,  and  in  time  took  over  its  management.  In  1918  he 
engaged  in  his  present  business.  He  thoroughly  understands  local  farming 
conditions  and  is  a  close  student  of  the  market,  and  has  built  up  a  large  busi¬ 
ness.  His  fair  dealing  commends  itself  to  all,  and  all  those  he  has  dealings 
with  are  his  friends.  He  buys  veal,  hides,  poultry,  cream,  eggs  and  other  farm 
products  and  ships  to  the  metropolitan  centers.  Mr.  Palmer  was  married 
April  30,  1915,  to  Lora  Christey,  born  in  Sioux  Rapids,  Iowa,  Aug.  28,  1896, 
daughter  of  Ira  and  Emma  (Galmore)  Christey,  natives  respectively  of  Indiana 
and  Iowa,  who  now  live  in  Cumberland.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Palmer  have  two  chil¬ 
dren:  Joseph,  born  Nov.  7,  1917,  and  Dorothy,  born  May  15,  1919. 

Walter  C.  Pease,  pioneer  physician,  was  one  of  the  leading  men  of  Cum¬ 
berland,  for  many  years,  and  his  story  is  interwoven  in  the  warp  and  woof  of 
Barron  County  history.  He  was  born  in  Loraine  County,  Ohio,  June  27,  1837, 
son  of  Peter  P.  and  Ruth  H.  (Crocker)  Pease,  and  grandson  of  Phineas  and 
Betsy  (Lawrence)  Pease,  and  of  Walter  and  Hulda  (Totman)  Crocker.  Peter 
P.  Pease  was  a  pioneer  settler  of  Oberlin,  Loraine  County,  Ohio,  and  was  for 
many  years  until  his  death  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  Oberlin 
College.  W.  C.  was  the  sixth  of  eleven  children.  He  spent  his  early  life  in 
Oberlin,  and  there  received  his  fundamental  education.  In  1850  he  came  to 
Dunnville,  Wis.,  and  started  the  study  of  medicine  with  his  uncle,  Dr.  Walter 
Crocker,  of  that  village.  In  1861  he  started  practice  as  active  resident 
physician  there.  In  after  life  he  often  told  with  relish  that  his  worldly  pos¬ 
sessions  then  consisted  of  a  rude  medical  case  with  a  few  drugs,  a  present 
from  his  uncle,  $1  in  cash,  an  extra  shirt,  and  a  collar  borrowed  from  his 
uncle,  in  addition  to  the  clothing  which  he  wore.  In  1866  he  went  to  Ann 
Arbor  and  took  the  full  course  of  lectures  in  the  medical  department  of  the 
University  of  Michigan.  Then  he  resumed  his  active  practice  in  Menomonie. 
In  1872  he  entered  the  Jefferson  Medical  College  at  Philadelphia,  Penn.,  and 
was  graduated  in  March,  1873.  Then  once  more  he  took  up  his  work  at  Me¬ 
nomonie.  From  there  he  practiced  in  a  wide  territory,  and  thus  early  became 
familiar  with  Barron  County.  As  early  as  1862  he  came  into  the  county,  and 
as  logging  camps  were  gradually  established,  he  practiced  in  nearly  all  of 
them,  making  the  trip  in  the  summertime  on  horseback  over  Indian  trails 
through  dense  forests  and  across  dangerous  fords,  and  in  the  winter  time 
making  the  journey  in  a  buggy  over  the  lumber  company’s  “tote”  roads.  Many 
stories  are  told  of  his  adventures.  In  1881  he  located  in  Cumberland,  then  the 
northern  terminus  of  the  Northern  Wisconsin  Railroad.  Here  he  at  once  be¬ 
came  a  leading  citizen.  When  the  city  was  incorporated  in  1885  he  sat  on  the 
council  as  representative  from  the  third  ward,  and  was  on  the  committee  which 
drew  up  the  first  set  of  city  ordinances.  In  1887  he  served  a  year  as  mayor. 
For  many  years  he  served  as  city  physician  and  health  officer.  In  Masonic 
circles  he  was  especially  prominent  and  helped  institute  and  install  the  lodges 
at  Cumberland,  Barron,  Shell  Lake  and  Clear  Lake.  He  was  postmaster  at 
Cumberland  from  1892  to  1896.  After  a  long  and  useful  life  he  died  Dec.  6, 
1900.  Dr.  Pease  was  married  May  1,  1862,  at  Menomonie,  to  Margaret  A.  Evans, 
of  Kenosha,  Wis.,  and  this  union  was  blessed  with  seven  children:  May, 
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Herbert  A.,  Peter  Lawrence  and  Grace  Alice.  Ruth,  Clarence  and  Walter 
are  dead. 

Herbert  A.  Pease,  commercial  and  artistic  job  printer  of  Cumberland, 
formerly  Cumberland  postmaster,  and  at  various  times  connected  with  the 
journalistic  profession  in  this  region,  is  of  pioneer  stock,  born  in  Menomonie, 
Wis.,  July  28,  1867,  son  of  Dr.  Walter  C.  and  Margaret  (Evans)  Pease.  Herbert 
A.  received  his  early  education  in  the  graded  and  high  schools  of  his  native 
place.  He  was  a  sturdy  boy  of  fourteen  when  he  came  to  Cumberland  with 
his  parents  in  1881.  Here  he  became  interested  in  printing.  As  a  school  boy 
he  started  playing  about  the  “Advocate”  office,  and  finally  took  up  the  work  in 
earnest  and  learned  the  printer’s  trade  there.  In  1889  he  went  to  Spooner,  and 
established  the  Washburn  County  Register,  which  he  conducted  for  two  years. 
He  came  back  and  on  April  22,  1891,  with  0.  K.  Smith,  established  the  Barron 
County  Free  Press.  While  editing  this  he  was  assistant  postmaster  to  his 
father  for  a  while,  from  1892  to  1896.  In  1892  he  moved  the  Free  Press  to 
Amery,  in  Polk  County,  and  conducted  it  until  the  next  spring.  In  1898  he 
went  to  Balsam  Lake,  Wis.,  and  conducted  the  Ledger  for  two  years.  Then, 
his  wife’s  health  being  poor,  he  went  to  Holbrook,  Arizona,  and  took  over  the 
Argus.  In  1904  he  came  back  to  Cumberland  and  was  appointed  assistant 
postmaster.  Three  years  later,  in  1907,  he  was  appointed  postmaster,  and 
served  with  satisfaction  to  the  patrons  until  1915.  Then  he  established  his 
present  printing  office.  He  is  a  master  of  artistic  printing,  carries  a  good  line 
of  type,  paper,  and  novelties,  and  enjoys  a  good  business.  Fraternally  he  is 
a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  Politically  he  adheres  to  the  platform  of 
the  Republican  party.  Mr.  Pease  was  married  Sept.  27,  1888,  to  Etta  Morris, 
who  was  born  Sept.  29,  1868,  the  daughter  of  George  and  Margaret  Morris, 
and  died  at  Holbrook,  Arizona,  Sept.  1,  1900,  leaving  two  daughters,  Margaret 
and  Maretta.  Margaret  was  born  in  Spooner  Sept.  5,  1889,  and  is  the  wife  of 
Charles  Norton,  of  this  place.  Maretta  is  the  wife  of  A.  P.  Locke,  of  Elmira, 
N.  Y.  She  was  born  Sept.  20,  1895. 

Ole  Martinson,  skilled  woodworker,  builder  and  retired  farmer  of  Cumber¬ 
land,  was  born  in  Norway,  May  27,  1856,  son  of  Martin  and  Marion  (Olson) 
Martinson,  who  spent  the  span  of  their  years  in  that  country;  the  father,  who 
was  a  mason  and  bricklayer,  dying  in  1917,  and  the  mother  in  1913.  In  the 
family  there  were  twelve  children.  Magnil,  Olaf  Olson,  Anton  Olson,  Ole 
and  Johanna  came  to  this  country.  Mary  and  Karen  live  in  Norway.  Five 
died  in  Norway.  Magnil  married  Anton  Anderson  and  lives  in  Cumberland. 
Olaf  Olson  lives  in  Missoula,  Montana.  Anton  Olson  lives  in  San  Francisco, 
California.  He  is  a  master  sailor.  While  captain  of  an  American  merchant¬ 
man  he  was  captured  by  the  Germans  and  held  prisoner  in  a  German  prison 
camp  for  two  years.  Ole  is  a  resident  of  Cumberland.  Johanna  married 
Magnus  Anderson,  of  Cumberland,  and  is  now  deceased.  Ole  was  reared  in 
Norway  and  there  attended  school.  As  a  youth  he  was  an  apprentice  in  a 
blacksmith  shop,  where  he  learned  the  blacksmith  trade.  Later  he  learned 
woodworking  and  building.  In  1896  he  came  to  the  United  States  and  settled 
in  Chicago,  where  he  remained  for  six  months.  Then  he  located  at  Vernon 
Center,  Blue  Earth  County,  Minn.,  where  he  opened  a  shop.  A  short  time 
afterward  he  took  up  farming  in  that  county  for  several  years.  In  1900  he 
came  to  Barron  County  and  bought  160  acres  in  section  4,  Maple  Plain  Town¬ 
ship,  which  he  cleared  and  developed  into  a  good  farm,  erecting  a  fine  set  of 
buildings  with  his  own  hands.  He  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  the  Horse¬ 
shoe  Lake  district,  built  the  first  schoolhouse  there,  and  served  on  the  school 
board  for  several  years.  While  working  on  his  farm  he  also  took  building 
contracts.  In  1916  he  sold  his  farm  and  moved  to  Cumberland,  where  he  is 
living  practically  a  retired  life,  though  he  still  takes  a  few  contracts  and  does 
general  woodwork  as  fancy  dictates.  He  has  erected  some  of  the  best  resi¬ 
dences  and  barns  adjacent  to  the  city  of  Cumberland.  He  also  erected  his 
own  home,  of  cement  blocks,  which  is  an  ornament  to  the  neighborhood.  Much 


Digitized  b' 


yGoOgl 


e 


OLE  MARTINSON 


Digitized  by  v^.ooQle 


Digitized  by  v^ooQle 


HISTORY  OF  BARRON  COUNTY 


309 


of  the  fine  furniture  was  also  built  with  his  own  hands.  A  feature  of  the 
home  is  a  beautiful  oak  clock,  seven  feet  high,  which  Mr.  Martinson  made,  and 
which  is  intended  to  be  handed  down  through  the  generations.  Mr.  Martinson 
has  many  pleasant  stories  to  tell  of  life  in  this  vicinity  in  an  earlier  day,  and 
also  of  his  boyhood  experiences  in  the  old  country,  especially  of  the  time,  when, 
as  a  youth,  he  spent  a  part  of  five  years  as  a  soldier  in  the  Norwegian  standing 
army.  Mr.  Martinson  was  married  June  6,  1881,  to  Marion  Peterson,  whose 
parents  were  natives  of  Norway.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Martinson  have  had  three 
children.  William  was  born  Oct.  15,  1893.  He  lives  on  a  good  farm  in  Cum¬ 
berland  Township,  three  and  a  half  miles  from  Cumberland,  which  his  father 
assisted  him  in  purchasing.  Martin  was  born  in  1883  and  died  in  Minneapolis 
June  22,  1914.  One  died  in  infancy. 

Ole  A.  Ecklie,  Cumberland,  vice  president  of  the  Johnson-Ecklie  Co.,  Inc., 
general  merchants  and  dealers  in  farm  produce,  was  born  in  Norway  Nov.  24, 
1865,  son  of  Andrew  0.  and  Bertha  Ecklie,  both  natives  of  Norway,  the  former 
of  whom  is  still  living  in  that  country  at  the  age  of  eighty,  and  the  latter  of 
whom  died  there  in  1920  at  the  age  of  ninety  years.  The  father  was  a  farmer 
and  carpenter.  In  the  family  there  were  two  sons  and  two  daughters.  Ole  A. 
was  but  eight  years  old  when  he  left  home  and  started  making  his  own  way 
in  the  world.  He  came  to  the  United  States  in  1882  at  the  age  of  seventeen, 
and  located  in  Pequaming,  Michigan,  for  two  years.  Then  he  went  to  Iron- 
wood,  Mich.  At  that  time  that  place  had  but  four  buildings,  three  of  which 
were  saloons.  He  remained  there  seven  years,  working  in  a  mine.  He  came 
to  Cumberland  in  1893  and  with  Albert  E.  Johnson  started  a  small  grocery 
store.  This  has  developed  into  the  present  large  concern  of  Johnson-Ecklie 
Co.,  Inc.,  of  which  Mr.  Ecklie  is  the  vice  president.  In  1917  Mr.  Johnson  and 
Mr.  Ecklie  erected  a  brick  building  50  by  80  feet  for  postoffice  purposes.  Mr. 
Ecklie  also  has  other  holdings  including  stock  in  the  Island  City  Bank,  of 
which  he  is  a  director,  the  Cumberland  Fruit  Package  Co.  and  the  Star  Cheese 
Co.  Mr.  Ecklie,  in  the  nearly  thirty  years  that  he  has  been  in  Cumberland, 
has  been  an  important  factor  in  its  growth  and  progress.  He  is  a  thorough 
business  man,  he  believes  in  progress  along  all  lines  and  is  willing  to  spend 
his  time  and  energy  for  the  benefit  of  the  public.  In  his  business  he  is  a  man 
of  good  judgment,  conservative  and  shrewd,  and  while  building  his  own 
success,  is  looking  after  the  interests  of  his  patrons.  He  has  a  wide  circle  of 
friends  in  the  city  and  in  the  country  and  is  known  as  a  man  who  can  at  all 
times  be  depended  upon.  Young  men  often  seek  his  advice,  and  there  are  few 
important  movements  set  on  foot  without  his  first  being  consulted.  Mr.  Ecklie 
was  married  at  Ironwood,  Mich.,  in  1890,  to  Walborg  Johnson,  who  died  in 
1906.  Of  their  five  children  there  are  living  three.  Anton  is  an  accountant 
in  his  father's  store.  Rute  is  the  wife  of  Ed  Hove,  of  Ellsworth,  Wis.  Wilbert 
is  doing  well  in  the  Cumberland  high  school.  On  Dec.  24,  1912,  Mr.  Ecklie 
was  married  in  Cumberland  to  Agnes  Swarstad,  daughter  of  Lars  Swarstad. 
He  still  lives  in  the  old  country.  His  wife  is  dead.  He  has  a  pleasant  home  in 
Cumberland  and  he  and  his  wife  delight  in  keeping  open  house  to  their  friends. 

Edward  P.  Endlich,  an  active  business  man  of  Cumberland,  was  born  at 
Blackcreek,  Outagamie  County,  Wis.,  July  31,  1883,  son  of  Jacob  and  Beana 
(Zimmerman)  Endlich,  early  settlers.  He  was  reared  on  the  farm  where  he 
was  born  and  attended  district  school  in  the  neighborhood.  Later  he  attended 
the  Ryan  High  School  at  Appleton,  Wis.  When  he  was  eighteen  he  went  to 
Clintonville,  Waupaca  County,  this  state,  and  learned  the  blacksmith  trade. 
In  the  fall  of  1906  he  came  to  Cumberland  and  purchased  a  shop  which  he 
operated  until  1911.  Then  he  went  to  Turtle  Lake  and  operated  a  shop  there. 
Three  years  later,  in  1914,  he  sold  out  there  and  moved  to  Comstock  where  he 
likewise  had  a  shop.  In  1918  he  returned  to  Cumberland  and  here  he  has 
since  been  in  business.  He  has  a  well  equipped  shop,  does  general  blacksmith- 
ing,  welding,  wagon  and  sleigh  repairing,  and  sleigh  manufacturing.  His 
work  is  substantial  and  reliable  and  is  in  wide  demand  in  city  and  country. 
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His  personal  reputation  is  back  of  every  job  which  he  turns  out  and  he  has 
a  constantly  increasing  list  of  patrons.  He  also  conducts  a  popular  feed  and 
sales  stable  and  has  a  good  automobile  storage  business.  He  is  well  liked 
among  his  fellows  and  is  a  popular  fraternity  man.  He  has  been  through 
the  chairs  of  the  local  lodge  of  Odd  Fellows,  which  entitles  him  to  a  seat  in 
the  grand  lodge,  and  is  also  active  in  the  local  Masonic  lodge.  He  and  his 
family  attend  the  Lutheran  Church.  Mr.  Endlich  was  married  at  Cumberland 
Nov.  26,  1910,  to  Anna  Paulson,  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Christine  Paulson, 
natives  of  Norway  and  early  settlers  of  Cumberland  Township.  The  father 
died  in  1913  and  the  mother  is  still  living.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Endlich  have  had 
seven  children:  Irene,  Lucile,  Helen,  Dorothy,  Raymond,  Edward  P.,  Jr.,  and 
Edna  (deceased).  Jacob  Endlich  is  now  living  at  Black  Creek,  Outagamie 
County,  where  he  settled  so  many  years  ago.  He  has  many  interesting  stories 
to  tell  of  the  early  days.  For  some  time  he  was  a  lumberman  and  pilot  on  the 
Mississippi  and  its  tributaries,  running  rafts  down  the  streams  to  the  saw¬ 
mills.  When  he  settled  in  Outagamie  County  he  and  his  family  endured  all  the 
hardships  of  pioneer  life.  The  nearest  market  place  was  Appleton,  in  the 
same  county,  and  was  reached  only  by  a  long  and  dangerous  trip,  sometimes 
on  foot,  and  sometimes  with  oxen.  But  he  persisted  in  his  endeavors  and  in 
time  achieved  prosperity  and  a  high  place  in  the  community.  His  wife  died 
March  14,  1920.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Phillip  Zimmerman,  a  prominent 
public  man.  Jacob  Endlich  had  three  children.  Julius  is  on  the  home  farm 
which  has  been  in  the  family  more  than  half  a  century.  Carrie  is  in  the 
insurance  business  at  Black  Creek.  She  is  the  widow  of  Arthur  Sassin. 

Arthur  J.  Chubb,  local  manager  and  part  owner  of  the  Island  City  Land 
Co.,  Cumberland,  which  is  connected  with  the  Wallace  Land  Co.,  of  Rice  Lake, 
is  one  of  the  live,  energetic  and  helpful  citizens  of  this  part  of  the  county. 
His  enthusiasm,  influence  and  good  judgment  have  induced  many  desirable 
people  to  locate  in  this  vicinity  and  his  work  is  resulting  in  real  progress  and 
betterment.  He  was  born  Sept.  10,  1861,  at  Hardwick,  Vt.,  the  son  of  Harrison 
and  Maria  (Scott)  Chubb,  natives  of  Vermont,  who  came  to  Wisconsin  in  1866 
and  located  at  Edson,  in  Chippewa  County,  where  the  father  engaged  in 
the  lumbering  business  for  about  a  quarter  of  a  century,  after  which  he  took 
up  farming  until  his  death  Feb.  12,  1901,  his  good  wife  surviving  him  and 
dying  March  10,  1909.  In  the  family  there  were  three  children,  Stella,  Minnie 
M.  and  Arthur  J.  Stella  is  the  wife  of  John  Adams,  of  Peotone,  Ill.  Minnie  M. 
now  lives  in  Lincoln,  Neb.  Arthur  J.  was  brought  to  Edson  as  a  child  and 
attended  the  neighboring  schools,  after  which  he  entered  the  Eau  Claire 
(Wis.)  High  School  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1878.  With  this  prepara¬ 
tion  he  became  interested  in  the  lumbering  business,  logging,  driving  and 
surveying  for  various  concerns,  including  the  Mississippi  River  Logging  Co. 
with  which  he  remained  for  several  years.  Then  he  started  work  for  Albert 
C.  Uecke  in  the  real  estate  business,  with  headquarters  at  Cumberland.  In  this 
employ  he  came  to  Cumberland  in  1900.  In  1907  he  engaged  in  the  real  estate 
business  at  Cumberland.  This  proved  to  be  a  line  in  which  he  had  particular 
aptitude.  He  knows  all  the  region  hereabouts  and  knows  the  particular  situa¬ 
tion  and  advantages  of  each  piece  of  land,  and  he  is  also  a  shrewd  judge  of  the 
desires  and  needs  of  each  of  his  customers,  the  result  being  that  he  has  on 
every  side  a  large  number  of  satisfied  patrons  which  have  been  placed  upon 
desirable  locations  through  his  efforts.  In  1917  he  joined  with  the  Wallace 
Land  Co.,  the  local  branch  of  which  is  now  known  as  the  Island  City  Land  Co. 
Since  April,  1919,  he  has  been  city  clerk.  For  two  years  his  experience  with 
land  values  was  of  importance  to  the  city  in  his  duty  as  assessor.  Fraternally, 
he  is  a  Blue  Lodge  Mason.  Mr.  Chubb  was  married  Feb.  2,  1889,  to  Ada  L. 
Burdick,  who  died  July  20,  1896,  having  borne  two  children:  Harry,  now  dead, 
and  Clara,  now  the  wife  of  Dr.  Frank  Evans,  of  Sugar  City,  Idaho.  Sept.  19, 
1902,  Mr.  Chubb  married  Josephine  Hollister,  daughter  of  William  and  (Chris¬ 
tiana)  Hollister.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chubb  have  nine  children:  Katherine  (Mrs. 
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Harry  Young  of  Spooner),  William,  Myron,  Arthur,  Edison,  Lottie,  Margaret, 
Richard  and  George.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

Stewart  B.  Cook,  Cumberland,  of  the  Wisconsin  Dairy  &  Food  Department, 
was  born  at  Buck  Creek,  Richland  County,  Wis.,  Oct.  12,  1876,  son  of  Walter 
and  Matilda  (Bobb)  Cook,  natives  of  New  York  state,  who  came  to  Wisconsin 
in  1866  and  located  at  Buck  Creek,  Richland  County,  for  several  years,  later 
moving  to  Gotham,  in  the  same  county,  where  they  conduct  a  farm  and  operate 
a  summer  resort.  Walter  Cook  is  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  having  served 
with  the  Second  New  York  Cavalry,  and  participated  under  General  Phil. 
Sheridan  in  the  Battles  of  the  Wilderness,  the  Battle  of  Chancellorsville,  and 
other  engagements.  He  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  a  fine  family  of  five 
boys,  William,  Curtis,  Thomas  and  Stewart,  who  are  living,  and  Bert,  a  bright 
youngster,  who  was  drowned  at  the  age  of  ten  years.  Stewart  B.  was  reared 
in  Richland  County,  attended  the  rural  schools,  and  worked  on  the  home  farm 
until  seventeen  years  old.  Then  he  went  to  Blue  Mound,  in  Dane  County,  and 
worked  in  the  Blue  Mound  Creamery,  learning  the  butter  making  trade.  In 
1896  he  came  to  Menomonie,  in  Dunn  County,  and  made  butter  for  the  Hudson 
Road  Creamery  Co.  Then  for  one  season  he  operated  the  Tilden  creamery  at 
Chippewa  Falls,  Wis.  Next  he  operated  a  dairy  farm  near  Clairmont,  Minn., 
for  a  season,  afterwards  again  returning  to  the  Hudson  Road  Creamery  Co. 
at  Menomonie.  In  1902  he  went  to  Bruce,  Wis.,  and  took  charge  of  the  Bruce 
Creamery  Co.,  going  in  1904  to  Bloomer,  Wis.,  where  for  six  years  he  had 
charge  of  the  Tailors  Corners  creamery.  In  1910  he  came  to  Cumberland  and 
managed  the  Cumberland  Creamery  Co.  until  the  fall  of  1910,  when  he  was 
appointed  to  his  present  position  as  food  and  dairy  inspector,  his  territory 
covering  fifteen  counties.  He  is  a  thorough  expert  in  his  line,  he  pursues  his 
duties  without  fear  or  favor,  and  he  has  the  confidence  of  the  state  authorities, 
the  creamery  and  cheese  men,  the  food  dealers  and  the  general  public.  His 
standing  in  his  chosen  line  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Wisconsin  Cheese  Makers’  Association,  the  Northwestern  Wisconsin  Butter 
Makers’  Association,  and  the  Polk  County  Butter  &  Cheese  Association. 
Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  and  of  the  Beavers. 
Mr.  Cook  was  married  at  Mantorville,  Minn.,  July  17,  1902,  to  Laura  Graff, 
daughter  of  Christian  and  Mary  Graff,  who  came  from  Pennsylvania  about 
1887  and  located  in  Menomonie,  Wis.,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their 
days.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cook  have  been  blessed  with  five  bright  boys :  Stewart  B., 
Jr.,  Lyle  E.,  Keith,  Iral  and  Clyde,  all  at  home.  The  family  faith  is  that  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

Sockness  &  Nordenfoss,  shoe  merchants,  Rice  Lake.  This  concern  had  its 
beginning  when  E.  L.  Sockness  came  to  Rice  Lake  in  1881  and  entered  the  em¬ 
ploy  of  O.  E.  Wegnild,  then  conducting  a  small  shoe  shop  here.  In  1886  he 
bought  the  shop  and  continued  the  manufacture  of  hand-made  boots  and  shoes, 
with  especial  attention  to  the  cobbling  department.  The  next  year  John  Nord¬ 
enfoss  entered  the  establishment  as  an  employe.  In  1889  Mr.  Sockness  in¬ 
stalled  a  line  of  24  pairs  of  ready  made  shoes  and  engaged  in  the  retail 
business.  His  success  was  assured  from  the  start,  and  the  stock  was  con¬ 
stantly  increased.  In  1900  there  came  a  change  in  the  business.  The  store 
was  moved  to  the  First  National  Bank  building,  its  present  location,  and  Mr. 
Nordenfoss  became  a  partner.  The  store  is  well  located  and  has  a  floor  space 
of  26  by  110  feet,  with  a  full  basement.  The  facilities  for  sale  and  display  and 
for  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  the  customers,  follow  the  latest  ideas  in 
such  equipment.  The  company  carries  a  remarkably  full  line  of  shoes,  boots, 
overshoes  and  other  footwear  accessories,  and  limits  itself  to  those  brands 
which  the  two  partners  know  to  be  honest  goods  in  every  way,  and  the  patrons, 
through  long  experience  have  been  assured  that  the  merchandise  purchased 
here  will  in  every  way  bear  out  the  assertions  as  to  quality  and  value  made 
by  the  salesmen.  The  establishment  is  probably  as  good  as  any  in  Northern 
Wisconsin  and  would  do  credit  to  a  city  many  times  the  size  of  Rice  Lake.  The 
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repair  department  represents  everything  that  is  most  modern  in  the  line  of 
facilities  and  equipment,  with  stitching,  nailing  and  finishing  machines,  and 
other  conveniences  for  quick  work  and  service,  including  a  card  index  system 
which  might  well  be  copied  to  advantage  in  many  more  establishments  of  its 
kind.  In  other  words,  the  proprietors  have  a  good  shoe  store  and  repair  de- 
partment,  adequate  for  the  demands  made  upon  it  in  a  town  of  this  size,  the 
annual  output  being  about  $80,000.  Courtesy  is  a  part  of  the  spirit  of  the 
place  and  is  such  as  to  invite  repeated  visits  by  satisfied  customers. 

John  Nordenfoss,  of  the  firm  of  Sockness  &  Nordenfoss,  shoe  dealers,  Rice 
Lake,  was  born  in  Sweden,  April  20,  1867,  son  of  E.  G.  and  Johanna  (Sjader) 
Nordenfoss.  He  received  his  boyhood  education  in  Sweden,  learned  the  shoe¬ 
makers’  trade,  and  resided  on  the  farm  until  twenty  years  of  age.  He  came 
to  America  and  located  in  Rice  Lake  in  1887,  and  took  employment  with  E. 
L.  Sockness  at  his  trade,  varying  this  by  spending  his  first  two  winters  here  in 
the  woods.  In  1900  he  bought  a  half  interest  and  the  present  partnership  was 
formed.  Mr.  Nordenfoss  is  an  influential  man,  he  stands  well  in  the  com¬ 
munity,  his  advice  is  frequently  sought  on  important  questions,  and  his  judg¬ 
ment  is  always  respected.  He  is  a  Blue  Lodge,  Chapter  and  Council  Mason, 
and  a  member  of  the  Commercial  Club.  Mr.  Nordenfoss  was  married  June 
10,  1908,  to  Olga  Solberg,  of  Menomonie,  and  they  have  one  child,  John  W., 
born  April  9,  1910,  who  is  doing  well  in  the  public  schools.  Mr.  Nordenfoss 
and  his  family  attend  the  Presbyterian  church.  The  pleasant  home  at  25  East 
Marshall  Street,  which  was  built  in  1908,  was  the  first  stucco  residence  built 
in  the  city.  Aside  from  his  other  extensive  holdings  Mr.  Nordenfoss  is  a 
stockholder  in  the  First  National  Bank  of  Rice  Lake. 

Anton  Newberg,  early  settler,  was  born  in  Norway,  and  was  there  reared 
and  educated.  There  he  married  Mary  Berg,  a  native  of  the  same  parish  as 
himself.  In  1875  they  came  to  America  and  located  near  Clear  Lake,  in  this 
state.  In  1877  they  came  to  Barron  County  and  located  at  Rice  Lake.  Here  he 
was  variously  employed  as  sawyer,  general  mill  man  and  mason  for  many 
years.  He  was  a  good  citizen  from  every  standpoint,  a  conscientious  worker, 
a  faithful  friend,  a  generous  neighbor,  and  a  kind  and  loving  husband  and 
father.  He  died  March  19,  1908,  and  his  loss  was  sincerely  mourned.  His  good 
wife  still  makes  her  home  at  Rice  Lake.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Newberg  had  six  chil¬ 
dren.  Melvin  (first)  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years.  Claude  is  associated 
with  A.  C.  Robarge  in  the  clothing  business,  under  the  style  of  the  Newberg 
Clothing  Co.  Nora  is  the  wife  of  Ole  Oleson  of  Black  River  Falls.  Bennie 
and  Arthur  are  with  their  brother  Claude  in  the  store  as  clerks.  Melvin 
(second)  is  doing  clerical  work  for  the  Barron  County  Bank  of  Rice  Lake. 

Claude  Newberg,  of  the  Newberg  Clothing  Co.,  men’s  clothiers,  haber¬ 
dashers  and  general  outfitters,  Rice  Lake,  was  born  in  the  city  where  he  still 
resides  July  1,  1885,  the  son  of  Anton  and  Mary  (Berg)  Newberg,  early  and 
respected  citizens.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools,  early  became  in¬ 
terested  in  merchandizing,  and  as  a  youth  became  a  clerk.  Jan.  1,  1903,  he 
established  his  present  company  and  opened  his  present  store.  He  carries  a 
full  line  of  men’s  clothing,  general  furnishings,  and  trunks  and  bags,  and  has 
everything  in  stock  that  could  be  asked  of  a  modern  establishment  of  its  kind. 
Mr.  Newberg  stands  high  in  the  city  in  which,  as  a  native  son,  he  naturally 
takes  the  deepest  interest.  He  has  a  pleasing  geniality  of  disposition,  his 
dealings  are  always  honorable  and  the  customers  in  his  store  always  know  that 
they  are  being  treated  with  the  utmost  fairness.  The  sunny  atmosphere  of 
his  store  reflects  his  genial  spirit  and  his  delight  in  orderliness  and  business¬ 
like  surroundings.  As  a  public  spirited  citizen  Mr.  Newberg  has  joined  the 
Commercial  Club  and  the  Business  Men’s  Association,  and  in  the  latter  named 
organization  is  serving  on  the  Credit  Division.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican, 
and  while  he  does  not  actively  enter  political  life  he  is  much  interested  in 
public  affairs  and  has  most  decided  views  on  all  the  questions  of  the  day.  He 
is  a  supporter  and  member  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  church. 
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Ernest  Y.  Benjamin,  now  deceased,  early  connected  with  what  is  now  the 
State  Bank  of  Cumberland,  and  one-time  owner  of  the  Cumberland  Telephone 
Co.,  was  born  in  New  Lisbon,  Juneau  County,  Wis.,  Dec.  9,  1861,  son  of  Lewis 
and  Eva  (Smith)  Benjamin,  natives  of  New  York  State,  and  early  settlers  of 
Juneau  County.  As  a  young  man  he  worked  in  the  Wisconsin  woods  and  dealt 
in  ties  and  timber.  He  came  to  Cumberland  in  1884  and  became  cashier  in 
what  is  now  the  State  Bank  of  Cumberland,  then  owned  by  J.  F.  Heath  and 
John  F.  Miller.  In  1886  he  and  J.  F.  Heath  organized  the  State  Bank  at 
Mauston,  Wis.  Mr.  Benjamin  remained  in  charge  of  the  institution  until  1904 
when  he  returned  to  Cumberland  and  purchased  the  Cumberland  Telephone 
Co.,  which  he  managed  until  his  death  Jan.  1,  1919.  He  was  a  good  citizen 
and  one  of  the  real  builders  of  the  community.  Fraternally  he  was  a  past 
master  of  Cumberland  Lodge,  No.  223,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  also  a  member  of 
the  Modern  Woodmen  at  Mauston.  His  religious  faith  was  that  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church.  Mr.  Benjamin  was  married  Feb.  10,  1886,  to 
Ida  Miller,  born  in  Carver  County,  Minn.,  Jan.  30,  1866,  daughter  of  John  F. 
and  Catherine  (Huser)  Miller.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  four  chil¬ 
dren:  Eva,  Lewis  W.,  Lila  B.  and  Frederick  John.  Eva  was  born  Nov.  23, 
1886,  and  died  April  26,  1912.  Lewis  W.  was  born  Sept.  3,  1888,  and  is  a  Cum¬ 
berland  business  man.  Lila  B.  was  born  Aug.  1,  1890,  and  is  a  proficient  music 
teacher  in  Cumberland.  Frederick  John  was  born  Aug.  3,  1892,  and  died 
March  1,  1911. 

Lewis  W.  Benjamin,  efficient  manager  of  the  Cumberland  Telephone  Co. 
and  an  active  and  energetic  citizen  who  has  the  best  interests  of  the  city  and 
county  at  heart,  was  born  in  Mauston,  Wis.,  Sept.  3,  1888,  son  of  Ernest  V. 
and  Ida  (Miller)  Benjamin.  He  was  reared  in  Mauston  and  there  attended 
the  public  schools.  He  came  to  Cumberland  with  his  parents  in  1904  and 
attended  high  school  in  Cumberland  and  at  Hudson.  As  a  youth  he  became 
interested  in  the  telephone  business.  From  1911  to  1914  he  worked  for  the 
Wisconsin  Telephone  Co.  with  headquarters  at  Eau  Claire.  Then  he  came 
back  home  and  has  since  been  connected  with  the  Cumberland  Telephone  Co., 
taking  over  the  management  at  the  time  of  his  father's  death  in  1919.  He  is 
constantly  increasing  the  scope  of  the  company's  work  and  is  giving  satisfac¬ 
tory  service  to  the  patrons.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias.  Mr.  Benjamin  was  married  Dec.  26,  1912,  to  Margaret  Algeo,  who 
was  born  Oct.  24,  1888,  and  died  Sept.  8,  1918,  the  daughter  of  Frank  and 
Ellen  (Burns)  Algeo.  Mrs.  Benjamin  was  a  woman  of  many  gracious  quali¬ 
ties,  she  made  her  home  a  center  of  hospitality,  and  was  a  devoted  wife  and 
mother.  Her  loss  is  still  sincerely  mourned  by  her  many  friends.  She  left  two 
small  children,  John  F.,  born  March  26,  1914,  and  Helen  M.,  born  April  13, 
1916.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Lars  Benson,  pioneer  carpenter  of  Cumberland,  was  born  in  Norway,  Aug. 
21,  1846,  and  was  there  reared  and  learned  the  carpenter  trade.  He.  followed 
this  in  his  native  land  until  1880  when  he  came  to  America.  Upon  reaching 
this  country  he  made  his  way  to  Mason  City,  Iowa,  where  he  worked  at  his 
trade  about  eighteen  months.  In  1882  he  came  to  Cumberland  and  started 
work  at  his  trade,  in  time  becoming  a  contractor  on  his  own  responsibility. 
A  short  time  after  his  arrival  he  erected  a  carpenter  shop  22  by  60  feet  in  the 
south  part  of  the  city,  which  he  has  now  conducted  for  some  35  years.  It  is 
said  that  he  has  worked  on  more  than  half  of  all  the  dwellings  and  business 
houses  in  the  city,  anti  he  has  also  erected  many  houses  and  barns  in  the 
neighboring  rural  districts.  He  has  taken  pride  in  his  work,  and  the  fidelity 
with  which  he  has  wrought  is  shown  in  the  stability  of  the  structures  he  has 
assisted  in  constructing.  He  is  a  good  citizen  who  has  always  done  his  duty 
as  he  has  seen  it  and  he  has  the  respect  and  confidence  of  the  people.  His 
advice  is  often  sought  by  the  younger  generation  and  his  opinions  and  judg¬ 
ments  are  always  of  value.  Although  he  is  past  the  middle  seventies  he  is 
still  hale  and  hearty,  and  is  still  actively  engaged  in  business.  His  long 
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years  of  residence  here  have  given  him  a  large  circle  of  friends,  he  has  been 
well  acquainted  with  the  makers  of  Cumberland,  past  and  present,  and  has 
been  especially  interested  in  the  affairs  of  the  Old  Settlers’  Association,  in 
which  he  is  an  active  member.  He  was  married  in  1875,  in  Norway,  to  Bertha 
Finces,  who  was  born  there  March  18,  1848. 

John  Avery,  president  of  the  Cumberland  Farmers’  Light  &  Power  Co., 
prosperous  farmer  of  Section  21,  Cumberland  Township,  and  interested  in 
many  important  ventures,  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  men  in  this  part  of 
the  county.  His  business  holdings  include  stock  in  the  Vermillion  Dairy  Co., 
the  Cumberland  Mercantile  Co.,  the  Poskin  State  Bank  and  the  Apple  River 
Electric  Co.  In  public  life  he  has  done  good  service  as  town  supervisor  for 
two  years,  and  has  served  efficiently  as  director  of  his  school  district  for  four- 
teen  years.  Especially  has  he  been  interested  in  improved  highways.  At 
different  times  for  thirty  years  he  has  been  road  overseer  in  the  township 
and  supervised  the  building  and  improving  of  many  miles  of  good  roads.  The 
Old  Settlers’  Association  of  Cumberland  has  found  in  him  a  valued  member. 
All  in  all,  he  is  a  most  excellent  type  of  citizen,  useful  and  energetic,  and  has 
been  an  integral  part  of  the  history  of  the  township  since  he  first  came  here. 
He  advocates  everything  that  means  progress,  and  he  was  one  of  the  enthu¬ 
siastic  organizers  of  the  company  of  which  he  is  now  president.  John  Avery 
was  born  in  County  Perth,  in  the  Province  of  Ontario,  Canada,  Aug.  9,  1864, 
the  son  of  John  and  Susan  (Baab)  Avery.  These  good  people  were  born  in 
England,  came  tp  Canada  as  young  people,  and  farmed  there  until  1885  when 
they  retired  and  came  to  Barron  County  and  lived  with  their  son,  John,  until 
their  death,  he  dying  in  1905  and  she  in  1904.  In  the  faimly  there  were  four 
children:  Charles,  of  Cumberland  Township;  Louisa,  wife  of  Joseph  Statton, 
of  Cumberland;  John,  of  Cumberland,  and  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Wm.  Hodskins,  of 
Oppin,  Province  of  Ontario,  Canada.  Five  of  the  children  are  deceased. 
John  received  his  education  in  his  native  province  and  did  farm  work  there 
until  1885.  Then  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  bought  160  acres  of  wild 
land  in  Section  33,  Cumberland  Township.  He  put  up  a  good  set  of  buildings, 
fenced  the  entire  tract,  and  cleared  110  acres.  There  he  farmed  until  1907. 
Then  he  sold  and  bought  160  acres  in  Section  21,  in  the  same  township.  He 
has  repaired  the  house  and  barns,  erected  some  new  outbuildings,  and  stumped 
an  additional  160  acres.  Here  he  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and 
dairying  along  modern  lines  and  has  a  good  herd.  Mr.  Avery  was  married  at 
Cumberland  Feb.  20,  1889,  to  Minnie  C.  Lee,  who  was  born  Aug.  28,  1868,  at 
Bonnette  Station,  Dodge  County,  Wis.,  the  daughter  of  Hiram  and  Harriette 
(Fox)  Lee,  natives  respectively  of  New  York  and  Canada.  Mr.  Lee  was  for  a 
time  one  of  the  leading  men  of  this  part  of  the  county.  After  farming  many 
years  in  Pierce  County  where  he  had  moved  from  Dodge  County,  this  state,  he 
came  to  Barron  County  in  1883  and  developed  successively  several  fine  farms 
here.  He  died  May  7,  1915,  and  his  wife  June  17,  1913.  In  the  family  there 
were  five  children.  Paul  is  dead.  Minnie  C.  is  the  wife  of  John  Avery. 
Maude  is  in  Saskatchewan,  Canada.  Olive  is  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.  Hattie  is  dead. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Avery  have  six  children:  William  J.,  Chester,  Stacy,  Roger, 
Russell  and  Hiram.  William  J.  was  born  Jan.  4,  1890,  and  owns  and  operates 
a  fruit  ranch  at  Factoria,  Wash.  Chester  was  born  June  9,  1891,  and  is  at 
home.  Stacy  was  born  April  2,  1893,  farmer  of  Cumberland  Township.  Roger 
was  born  May  5,  1895,  and  is  an  aviator  at  Fairfield,  Ohio.  Russell  was  born 
Aug.  10,  1899,  and  is  at  home.  Hiram  was  born  Feb.  2f6,  1905,  and  is  at  home. 
The  family  is  highly  regarded  throughout  the  community. 

Arthur  K.  Nedvidek,  Cumberland,  of  the  firm  of  Nedvidek  Company, 
hardware  merchants,  plumbers  and  steamfitters,  was  born  in  Bynumville,  Mo., 
Jan.  28,  1880,  son  of  Anthony  and  Mary  (Habenicht)  Nedvidek,  who  brought 
him  to  Star  Prairie,  Wis.,  in  1886.  There  he  received  his  early  education  and 
then  entered  the  New  Richmond  (Wis.)  High  School,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1898.  The  next  year  he  went  to  St.  Louis  and  became  a  sales- 
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man  for  the  Wrought  Iron  Range  Co.  for  five  years.  In  1904  he  became  city 
salesman  for  the  St.  Louis  Piano  Co.  for  four  years.  Then,  desiring  to  see 
more  of  the  world,  he  went  to  San  Francisco,  Calif.,  in  1906  and  secured 
employment  as  a  motorman  on  the  street  railway  system.  Five  years  later 
he  passed  the  civil  service  examination  and  enrolled  in  the  police  force  in 
that  city.  He  came  back  to  Cumberland  in  1918  to  visit  his  relatives  here,  and 
after  his  father’s  death  in  that  year,  decided  to  locate  here.  Accordingly,  he 
bought  an  interest  in  his  brother  Victor’s  hardware  store.  His  personality  and 
experience  are  important  factors  in  the  success  with  which  the  business  has 
met.  Mr.  Nedvidek  was  married  Dec.  17,  1917,  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  to  Matilda 
J.  Hayes,  born  Dec.  11,  1894,  at  Keytsville,  Mo.,  daughter  of  Richard  J.  and 
Martha  (Stevens)  Hayes,  natives  of  Richmond,  Va.,  who  now  live  at  Lagonda, 
Mo.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nedvidek  make  a  home  for  his  widowed  mother. 

Aristide  Mero,  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Barron  County,  register  of 
deeds  from  1872  to  1874,  chairman  of  the  county  board  two  terms,  first  chair¬ 
man  of  Rice  Lake  Township,  twenty  years  a  member  of  town  boards  in  Rice 
Lake,  Cedar  Lake  and  Stanfold  Townships,  at  various  intervals  secretary  of 
his  school  district,  and  for  a  considerable  period  a  successful  farmer,  is  one 
of  the  most  highly  respected  citizens  of  the  county.  He  has  taken  his  part 
in  the  upbuilding  of  this  region  and  will  live  in  history  as  one  of  the  men 
who  helped  to  guide  destinies  of  public  affairs  in  the  days  when  they  were 
having  their  beginning.  He  was  born  in  Canada,  Nov.  1,  1839,  son  of  Bona- 
venture  and  Moneque  Mero,  and  remained  at  home  until  1857,  when  he  came 
to  the  States  and  took  up  farm  work  at  Grand  Falls,  New  York,  thereafter 
alternating  between  that  place  and  Canada  for  several  years.  In  1863  he 
located  in  Chicago  and  for  a  year  worked  for  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad. 
His  next  work  was  at  Lawrence,  Kansas,  where  he  went  in  1865  to  get  out 
square  timber  for  the  Union  Pacific.  In  the  summer  of  1866  he  was  at  Kansas 
City,  Mo.,  hewing  square  timbers  for  the  first  railroad  bridge  built  across  the 
Missouri  River  at  that  point.  Then  for  a  time,  with  headquarters  at  Cameron, 
Mo.,  he  repaired  bridges  along  the  line  of  the  Hannibal  &  St.  Joseph.  In  1868 
he  came  to  St.  Paul,  and  worked  for  a  while  as  a  carpenter.  Then  he  entered 
the  employ  of  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  at  Menomonie,  this  state.  In  their  employ 
he  came  to  Rice  Lake.  In  the  spring  of  1871  he  squatted  on  a  piece  of  railroad 
land  in  section  33,  in  what  is  now  the  township  of  Oak  Grove.  In  the  mean¬ 
time  he  continued  work  for  the  lumber  company,  working  on  his  land  as  op¬ 
portunity  permitted.  He  broke  twenty  acres,  erected  a  log  house,  barn  and 
shed,  with  “shake”  roof,  and  put  in  a  small  acreage  of  crops.  He  sold  his 
rights  to  this  place  in  1873  and  took  a  homestead  of  168  acres  in  section  19, 
Doyle  Township.  This  he  likewise  started  to  improve.  He  broke  the  land, 
erected  a  log  house  and  barn,  constructed  fences,  purchased  suitable  stock, 
tools  and  equipment,  and  there  carried  on  general  farming  until  1890,  when  all 
the  improvements  antf  equipment  were  destroyed  by  fire,  including  $125  in 
cash  which  he  had  saved  by  hard  work  and  frugality.  But  undaunted  by  this 
disaster,  while  retaining  the  original  homestead  which  he  still  owns,  he  moved 
to  a  tract  of  80  acres  in  section  13,  Rice  Lake  Township.  Of  this,  thirty  acres 
had  been  broken.  He  continued  the  breaking,  erected  a  frame  residence,  a 
barn  34  by  70  feet,  a  machine  house,  granary  and  other  buildings,  and  secured 
modern  equipment.  In  1894  he  added  80  acres  in  the  same  section,  making 
a  farm  of  160  acres,  practically  all  under  cultivation.  In  1898  he  added  forty 
acres  more  in  section  29,  of  which  15  acres  is  in  wild  hay  land,  and  the  balance 
in  young  timber.  The  place  is  now  rented  to  two  of  his  sons,  who  are  ably 
conducting  it,  and  still  carrying  out  their  father’s  ideas.  In  1919  he  pur¬ 
chased  a  house  and  five  building  lots  in  the  city  of  Rice  Lake,  started  making 
extensive  improvements  on  the  house,  and  in  1920  moved  into  it.  Mr.  Mero 
was  married  April  19,  1868,  to  Sarah  La  Brie,  daughter  of  John  B.  and  Parpe- 
tude  (Demers)  La  Brie,  who  were  born  in  Canada.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mero  have 
eleven  children:  Eugene  J.,  Gilbert  J.,  Palmelia,  Charles  N.,  Louis  A.,  Laura 
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M.t  Moses  J.,  Alivian  JM  George  B.,  Alice  B.,  and  Grace  B.  Eugene  J.  'as 
born  March  11,  1869,  and  now  lives  in  Montana.  Gilbert  J.  was  born  Marc  1, 
1871,  was  married  April  13,  1896,  to  Angle  Emmens,  and  has  six  childi  tn: 
Philona,  Harris  C.,  Grace,  Raymond,  Louise  and  Elsie.  They  live  in  D»  pie 
Township.  Palmelia  was  born  Sept.  23,  1873.  Charles  N.  was  born  Dec.  12, 

1876,  and  lives  in  Montana.  Louis  A.,  born  Feb.  9,  1877,  is  deceased.  La  ira 
M.  was  born  June  7,  1879.  Moses  J.,  born  Nov.  19,  1883,  lives  in  Montana.  A  iv- 
ian  J.,  was  born  June  22,  1887.  George  B.,  born  Sept.  6,  1889,  married  Ca  rie 
Olson,  of  Rice  Lake  Township.  Alice  B.  was  born  Oct.  28,  1890,  and  man  ied 
Frank  Svacine.  Grace  B.,  born  May  30,  1893,  died  in  the  same  year.  'he 
family  faith  is  that  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church.  John  B.  La  Brie  was  >ne 
of  the  first  settlers  in  Barron  County.  He  came  to  the  States  from  Can  ida 
in  1862,  and  located  in  Missouri,  from  which  state  he  came  to  Wisconsir  in 
1868,  and  started  what  is  known  as  the  French  settlement,  on  the  line  betw  »en 
Oak  Grove  and  Rice  Lake  Townships.  He  and  his  wife  are  both  dead. 

Anthony  Nedvidek,  veteran  of  the  Civil  War  and  for  some  years  a  resident 
of  Cumberland,  now  deceased,  was  born  in  Bohemia,  and  in  1866  was  brought 
to  America  by  his  parents  who  settled  in  La  Crosse  County,  Wisconsin.  At  the 
outbreak  of  the  Civil  War  he  enlisted  in  Company  F,  9th  Wisconsin  Volunleer 
Infantry,  and  followed  the  fortunes  of  that  heroic  regiment  throughout  the 
conflict,  attaining  the  rank  of  sergeant.  After  the  war  he  located  in  Missc  uri 
where  he  farmed  for  seventeen  years.  In  1886  he  came  back  to  Wisconsin 
and  farmed  a  long  time  near  New  Richmond.  He  came  to  Cumberland  in  1901 
and  bought  40  acres  in  the  city  limits  where  he  did  a  little  farming  and  where 
he  lived  until  his  death,  March  11,  1918,  at  the  age  of  74.  His  wife,  Mary 
Habenicht,  born  Sept.  18,  1849,  now  lives  with  their  son,  Arthur  K.,  at  Cum¬ 
berland.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nedvidek  were  the  parents  of  six  children:  Eugene 
(deceased),  Pauline  (deceased),  Pauline  (deceased),  Victor  H.,  of  Cumber¬ 
land  ;  Arthur  K.,  of  Cumberland,  and  Frances,  now  Mrs.  Arthur  Swartwout,  of 
Wimbledon,  N.  D. 

Victor  H.  Nedvidek,  Cumberland,  of  the  firm  of  Nedvidek  &  Co.,  hardware 
merchants,  plumbers  and  steamfitters,  was  born  in  Bymumville,  Mo.,  Sept.  26, 

1877,  son  of  Anthony  and  Mary  (Habenicht)  Nedvidek,  who  brought  him  to 
Star  Prairie,  St.  Croix  County,  Wis.,  in  1886.  There  he  received  his  early 
education.  As  a  young  man  he  took  the  dairy  course  in  the  agricultural 
department  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1898  as  an  expert  butter  maker.  Upon  graduation  he  took  charge  of  the 
creamery  of  the  Superior  Creamery  Co.  at  Star  Prairie.  From  1902  to  1907 
he  owned  and  operated  the  creamery  of  the  Nedvidek  &  Otteman  Co.  at  Cum¬ 
berland.  Then  he  went  to  Wimbledon,  North  Dakota,  where  he  was  expert 
mechanic  with  a  Threshing  Machine  Co.  In  1912  he  returned  to  Cumberland, 
and  bought  a  half  interest  in  the  hardware  store  of  Nedvidek  Co.  Later  he 
became  sole  owner.  The  company  has  a  modern  store,*  and  does  a  good  busi¬ 
ness  in  light  and  heavy,  shelf  and  floor  hardware,  as  well  as  in  plumbing, 
steam  fitting  and  general  tin  work.  The  store  is  favorable  known,  and 
enjoys  the  confidence  of  all  who  deal  there.  Fraternally  Mr.  Nedvidek  is  an 
official  of  the  local  Masonic  Blue  Lodge,  of  Cumberland,  the  Chapter  at 
Spooner,  and  the  Commandery,  and  is  active  in  the  local  lodge  of  Knights  of 
Pythias.  He  and  his  family  are  members  of  the  Congregational  Church.  Mr. 
Nedvidek  was  married  Nov.  22,  1906,  to  Nellie  Davis,  born  in  Polk  County, 
Wis.,  July  27,  1884,  daughter  of  Nelson  and  Ida  (Pelgram)  Davis,  natives  of 
New  York  and  Massachusetts,  respectively,  and  now  farmers  of  Polk  County. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nedvidek  have  three  children:  Ida,  born  March  19,  1910;  Willard, 
born  April  10,  1916;  and  Helen,  born  March  10,  1920. 

Ernest  R.  Salsbury,  manager  of  the  Comstock  Co-operative  Creamery,  and 
formerly  for  many  years  a  successful  educator,  is  a  native  of  this  county, 
born  at  Dallas,  Sept.  26,  1880,  the  son  of  Charles  and  Theresa  (Cleaver) 
Salsbury,  natives  of  New  England.  They  came  to  Barron  County  in  1871,  and 
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homesteaded  80  acres  in  Section  18,  Dallas  Township,  to  which  they  later 
added  another  80  acres.  There  the  father  has  continued  to  carry  on  general 
farming.  In  connection  with  this  he  has  been  a  traveling  salesman  at  various 
times,  and  wool  buyer  for  the  Barron  Woolen  Mills.  The  mother  died  March 
4,  1905.  Of  the  eight  children  in  the  family  there  are  now  living  seven: 
Charles  L.,  of  Mondovi;  Alta  L.,  the  wife  of  T.  R.  Forehand,  of  Rice  Lake; 
Willis  H.  on  the  old  homestead;  Anna  L.,  wife  of  Sylvanus  Barton,  of  Rice 
Lake;  Frank,  who  farms  in  Prairie  Farm  Township;  Ernest  R.,  and  Rosella, 
the  wife  of  Martin  Frenstad,  of  Almena  Village.  Ernest  R.  was  reared  on  the 
farm.  His  early  education  was  received  in  the  district  school.  In  1902  he 
took  the  teachers’  course  in  the  Wisconsin  State  Normal  School  at  Superior. 
In  1903  he  took  the  commercial  course  in  the  New  Era  Business  College  at 
Superior.  With  this  preparation  he  started  teaching  in  Turtle  Lake  Township. 
Thereafter  he  taught  in  this  county  for  seventeen  years.  He  was  a  good 
teacher,  thoroughly  competent,  and  possessed  of  the  happy  faculty  of  in¬ 
spiring  his  pupils  to  do  their  best  work.  In  1917  he  took  his  present  position 
as  manager  of  the  creamery.  His  efficient  work  has  built  up  the  institution 
and  the  increase  in  business  under  his  leadership  has  been  notable.  He  has 
a  pleasant  home  and  four  acres  in  Crystal  Lake  Township,  where  he  lives. 
He  also  has  a  comfortable  residence  and  20  acres  in  Cumberland  Township, 
which  he  rents.  Mr.  Salsbury  was  married  in  Clinton  Township,  March  16, 
1916,  to  Martha  Nevin,  the  daughter  of  James  and  Rebecca  Nevin,  formerly 
farmers  of  Clinton  Township,  and  now  living  retired  in  Barron.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Salsbury  have  one  child,  Rosella,  born  July  5,  1917. 

Iver  J.  Haugen,  for  some  years  a  most  worthy  citizen  of  Cumberland 
Township,  now  deceased,  was  born  in  Norway,  June  23,  1835  of  good  old 
Norsk  stock.  He  attended  the  parish  schools  and  as  a  young  man  worked  on 
farms  and  in  the  woods.  In  1885  he  brought  his  family  to  America,  and 
located  in  Sherburne  County,  Minnesota.  In  1890  he  moved  to  Winnebago 
County,  Iowa.  From  there  he  came  to  Barron  County  in  1900  and  bought  80 
acres  in  Section  13,  Cumberland  Township.  He  put  up  a  set  of  buildings, 
cleared  some  40  acres,  and  successfully  carried  on  general  farming  and  dairy¬ 
ing.  After  a  long  and  useful  life,  he  died  Jan.  17,  1910.  He  was  a  man  of 
solid  and  substantial  worth,  and  his  memory  is  still  honored.  His  wife,  who 
was  his  faithful  helpmate,  a  good  housewife,  a  good  mother,  and  a  good 
neighbor,  is  still  living  on  the  place.  Mr.  Haugen  was  married  in  1857  to 
Karen  Olson,  who  was  born  in  Norway,  June  7,  1835,  the  daughter  of  Olson 
and  Karen  Olson.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  six  children:  Ole,  Elias, 
Simon,  Christ,  Peter  and  Iver  (deceased).  Two  of  the  sons,  Elias  and  Peter 
Iverson,  operate  the  place  for  the  mother.  They  are  good  farmers  and  good 
citizens,  and  stand  high  throughout  the  community.  They  successfully  carry 
on  general  farming  and  dairying  and  are  well  along  the  road  to  success.  The 
family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church,  of  which  the  mem¬ 
bers  are  loyal  supporters,  and  in  the  belief  of  which  the  father  died. 

E.  L.  Sockness,  of  the  firm  of  Sockness  &  Nordenfoss,  shoe  dealers,  Rice 
Lake,  is  the  oldest  merchant,  in  point  of  service,  in  the  city.  He  was  born  in 
Trondhjem,  Norway,  March  12,  1858,  son  of  Lars  and  Marit  (Sockness)  Sock¬ 
ness,  who  spent  the  span  of  their  years  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  Trondhjem. 
He  received  a  thorough  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Norway,  after 
which  he  learned  the  trade  of  shoemaker  in  all  its  branches,  which  he  followed 
in  his  native  land  for  some  years.  In  1880  he  came  to  America,  and  after 
spending  the  summer  in  Menomonie,  went  into  the  logging  woods  for  the 
winter.  The  next  spring  he  came  to  Rice  Lake,  then  a  small  hamlet,  and 
secured  employment  at  his  trade  with  O.  E.  Wagnild,  whom  he  bought  out 
five  years  later.  In  1900  he  formed  his  present  partnership  with  John 
Nordenfoss.  Mr.  Sockness  is  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  the  community, 
honest  in  all  his  dealings,  and  ever  mindful  of  the  interests  of  his  patrons 
who  have  learned  to  trust  and  respect  him.  He  is  as  sound  and  stable  in 
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business  as  he  is  modest  and  unassuming  in  manner,  he  has  at  all  times 
taken  an  active  interest  in  whatever  he  has  believed  to  be  for  the  good  and 
betterment  of  the  community,  and  he  is  ever  ready  to  lend  a  helping  hand, 
not  only  in  every  good  public  cause,  but  also  to  help  personal  cases  of  need 
and  trouble.  People  come  to  him  with  their  difficulties,  and  by  him  have  been 
cheered  and  helped.  Especially  has  he  been  interested  in  the  affairs  of  the 
Norwegian  Lutheran  Church,  having  been  active  in  its  support,  and  giving 
it  good  service  as  clerk,  treasurer  and  trustee.  He  is  superintendent  of  the 
church  cemetery,  and  has  charge  of  the  distribution  of  family  plots.  His 
financial  holdings  include  stock  in  the  First  National  Bank.  Fraternally  he 
is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  and  the  Scandinavian  Society.  His 
sightly  residence  at  29  East  Marshal  street,  is  one  of  the  picturesque  places 
of  the  city,  and  is  further  enhanced  in  value  by  the  near-by  private  park 
which  he  and  his  partner,  Mr.  Nordenfoss  maintain  on  the  lake  shore.  Mr. 
Sockness  was  married  Feb.  12,  1887,  to  Inga  Folstad,  who  was  born  in  Nor¬ 
way,  Dec.  6,  1867,  and  their  home  has  been  blessed  with  eight  children.  Lewis 
clerks  in  his  father’s  store.  Emma  is  a  teacher  in  the  Rice  Lake  graded 
schools.  Mary  lives  at  home  and  helps  her  mother.  Inga  is  a  teacher  in  the 
Eau  Claire  High  School.  Elmer  is  clerking  in  his  father’s  store.  Alfred 
graduated  from  the  Rice  Lake  High  School  in  the  class  of  1921.  Palma  and 
Sophia  are  still  pupils  in  that  school 

Victor  Markgren,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Section  28,  Cumberland  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  Sweden,  March  24,  1868,  the  son  of  Isaac  and  Matilda 
(Sunberg)  Markgren.  These  good  people  were  born  in  Sweden,  came  to 
America  in  1882,  landed  in  New  York,  came  directly  to  Cumberland,  and 
purchased  80  acres  in  Section  28,  from  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  There  they  put 
up  a  good  set  of  log  buildings,  and  cleared  about  fifteen  acres  of  land.  The 
mother  died  in  1904  and  the  father  then  lived  retired  until  his  death  in  1918. 
In  the  family  there  were  four  children:  Selma  is  the  wife  of  Ole  Carlson,  of 
Cumberland  Township.  Victor  is  on  the  home  farm.  Hulda  is  the  wife  of 
Ed.  Berg,  of  Cumberland  Township.  Esther  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Mint,  of 
Seattle,  Wash.  Ninie  is  the  wife  of  Carl  Espling,  of  Seattle,  Wash.  Victor 
attended  school  in  his  native  land,  and  also  after  coming  here  at  the  age  of 
fourteen.  In  1888  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Bayfield  &  Red  Cliff  Lumber¬ 
ing  Co.  In  1904  he  took  charge  of  the  home  farm.  Later  he  sold  40  acres,  but 
subsequently  bought  80  acres,  so  that  he  now  has  a  total  of  120  acres.  He  has 
put  up  a  good  set  of  buildings,  and  stumped  and  cleared  nearly  all  the  land. 
Here  he  successfully  carries  on  general  farming,  and  has  a  good  herd  of 
graded  Holsteins  headed  by  a  full  blooded  sire.  He  helped  to  organize  the 
Vermillion  Dairy  Co.  in  1919,  and  was  elected  its  first  president.  He  is  also 
a  stockholder  in  the  Cumberland  Farmers’  Light  &  Power  Co.  As  the  father 
of  children  he  is  interested  in  education,  and  has  served  on  the  school  board 
of  his  district  for  several  years.  He  is  in  every  way  a  useful  and  active 
citizen,  and  is  doing  his  share  in  everything  that  he  believes  to  be  for  the 
best  interests  of  the  community.  Mr.  Markgren  was  married  July  11,  1896, 
to  Mary  Anderson,  who  was  born  Nov.  20,  1867,  the  daughter  of  Andrew  and 
Catherine  Anderson,  both  of  whom  are  now  dead.  This  union  has  been 
blessed  with  six  children.  Carl  F.  G.  was  born  May  2,  1897.  Ida  C.  was 
born  Jan.  26,  1901,  and  is  stenographer  in  the  Island  City  Bank  at  Cumber¬ 
land.  William  O.  was  born  May  30,  1904;  Adena  was  born  July  23,  1906; 
Ernest  A.  was  born  Jan.  7,  1908;  and  Helen  was  born  July  1,  1910.  The 
family  faith  is  that  of  the  Swedish  Lutheran  church. 

Albert  H.  Miller,  cashier  of  the  State  Bank  of  Cumberland,  was  born  in 
the  city  where  he  still  resides,  and  which  members  of  his  family  assisted  in 
founding,  April  5,  1881,  the  son  of  John  F.  and  Catherine  (Huser)  Miller.  He 
was  reared  here,  passed  through  the  graded  schools,  and  was  graduated  from 
the  Cumberland  High  School  in  1898.  After  the  summer’s  vacation,  he 
entered  the  then  Bank  of  Cumberland,  and  when  it  was  incorporated  as  the 
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State  Bank  of  Cumberland  in  1903,  he  became  its  cashier,  a  position  in  which 
he  has  continued  to  serve.  Mr.  Miller  was  married  at  Tacoma,  Wash.,  Sept. 
9,  1909,  to  Minna  W.  Weber,  daughter  of  John  and  Elisa  Weber,  of  Watertown, 
Wis.  The  father,  a  flour  man  of  Watertown,  is  dead,  and  the  mother  now 
makes  her  home  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  in  Cumberland.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Miller  have  two  children,  Elizabeth  born  Oct.  8,  1912,  and  John  F.  born  Aug. 
21,  1917. 

William  G.  Miller,  president  and  treasurer  of  the  Miller,  .Olcott  Lumber 
Co.,  owning  a  chain  of  lumber  yards,  with  headquarters  at  Cumberland,  was 
born  at  Montrose,  Minn.,  June  1,  1878,  son  of  John  F.  and  Catherine  (Huser) 
Miller,  who  brought  him  to  Cumberland  when  he  was  two  years  old.  He  was 
educated  in  the  graded  schools  and  in  the  high  school,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1898.  With  this  preparation  he  worked  some  two  years  for  the 
company  store  of  the  Beaver  Dam  Lumber  Co.,  of  which  his  father  was  one 
of  the  principal  owners.  Then  he  started  in  the  sawmill  of  the  same  com¬ 
pany,  first  acting  as  timekeeper,  and  gradually  working  his  way  up  to  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  manager  and  sales  agent  of  the  operating  department.  The  last  saw¬ 
ing  was  in  1910,  and  the  next  year  was  partly  spent  in  cleaning  up  and  clos¬ 
ing  out  the  business.  Then  Miller-Olcott  Lumber  Co.,  Inc.,  was  organized  and 
took  over  the  retail  business  of  the  Bekver  Dam  Lumber  Co.  Mr.  Miller  has 
since  continued  as  president  and  treasurer,  Mr.  Olcott  as  vice-president  and 
H.  S.  Rose  as  secretary.  The  company  yards  are  located  at  Cumberland,  Corn- 
stock,  Barronett  and  Trego.  Mr.  Miller  has  practically  been  brought  up  in  the 
lumbering  business,  he  is  a  thorough  master  of  all  its  details,  and  his  experi¬ 
ence  and  business  judgment  are  important  factors  in  the  success  with  which 
the  company  has  met.  He  stands  high  in  the  community,  as  an  honored  mem¬ 
ber  of  an  honored  family,  and  he  is  faithfully  upholding  the  family  traditions. 
He  has  various  business  holdings  here  and  elsewhere,  including  stock  in  the 
Miller-Waterman  Mercantile  Co.,  of  which  he  is  vice-president,  and  the  Beaver 
Dam  Lumber  Co.  For  some  years  he  represented  his  ward  on  the  county 
board.  He  is  now  serving  his  community  as  clerk  of  the  school  board.  Fra¬ 
ternally,  he  is  a  Chapter  and  a  Blue  Lodge  Mason  and  has  been  through  the 
chairs  of  Cumberland  Lodge,  No.  223,  A.  F.  and  A.  M.  Mr.  Miller  was  mar¬ 
ried  at  Grand  Forks,  N.  D.,  June  6,  1910,  to  Lillian  D.  McNael,  daughter  of 
Milton  and  Jeanette  (De  Lane)  McNeel,  the  former  of  whom  is  a  prominent 
insurance  man  of  Hudson,  Wis.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  have  two  bright  chil¬ 
dren:  Jeanette,  born  March  10,  1916;  and  William,  born  Aug.  28,  1918. 

John  Boorman,  who  ranks  well  among  the  influential  men  of  Cumber¬ 
land  Township,  was  born  in  Sweden,  Feb.  22,  1868,  the  son  of  John  and  Mary 
(Johnson)  Boorman,  who  spent  the  span  of  their  years  in  that  country.  He 
attended  school  there,  and  early  became  a  farm  laborer.  In  1879  he  came  to 
America,  and  with  headquarters  at  Stillwater,  Minn.,  worked  in  the  sawmills 
and  woods  for  three  years.  In  1882  he  came  to  Cumberland  and  entered  the 
employ  of  the  Beaver  Lake  Lumber  Co.,  remaining  with  that  concern  and  its 
successor,  the  Beaver  Dam  Lumber  Co.,  until  1907.  Then  he  was  with  the  Rice 
Lake  Lumber  Co.  until  1916.  Thus,  in  all,  he  spent  thirty-six  consecutive  win¬ 
ters  in  the  woods,  a  most  remarkable  record  indeed.  In  the  meantime,  in 
1884,  he  bought  120  acres  in  Section  11,  Cumberland  Township.  Being  de¬ 
frauded  of  his  first  payment,  he  was  compelled  to  pay  for  this  land  a  second 
time.  In  1898  he  moved  onto  this  place,  and  has  since  made  his  home  there. 
He  has  cleared  80  acres  and  broken  40  acres.  His  home  is  a  pleasant  one,  and 
his  barn,  34  by  62  feet,  erected  in  1920,  and  furnished  with  full  Louden  equip¬ 
ment,  is  adequate  for  its  needs.  The  other  buildings  are  fully  in  keeping  with 
the  house  and  barn.  The  place  is  well-fenced  and  well-equipped.  The  herd 
is  of  mixed  Durhams  and  Jerseys,  headed  by  a  pure-blooded  Durham  sire.  Mr. 
Boorman  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  As  a  man 
of  high  standing  in  the  community  he  was  elected  town  supervisor  in  1909 
and  did  excellent  service  for  three  years.  In  1920  he  was  elected  town  treas- 
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urer,  and  served  with  dignity  and  efficiency.  Mr.  Boorman  was  married  Feb. 
28,  1886,  to  Emma  Hocumson,  who  was  born  in  Sweden  on  March  26,  1864,  the 
daughter  of  Carl  and  Marie  Hocumson.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with 
eight  children :  Amelia  was  born  Dec.  16,  1886,  and  is  the  wife  of  Paul  Strom- 
quist,  of  Duluth,  Minn.  Edward  was  born  Jan  13,  1891,  and  farms  in  Cum¬ 
berland  Township.  Bennie  was  born  Aug.  5,  1894,  and  is  now  in  Duluth,  Minn. 
William  was  born  March  7,  1896;  Walfred  was  born  July  28,  1900;  Emily  was 
born  Feb.  1,  1903;  Frank  was  born  June  21,  1905;  and  Evelyn  was  born  Jan.  24, 
1909.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church. 

William  Boorman,  expert  cheese  maker  for  the  Star  Cheese  Co.,  of  Section 
10,  Cumberland  Township,  and  veteran  of  the  World  War,  was  born  March  7, 
1896,  the  son  of  John  and  Emma  (Hocumson)  Boorman.  He  attended  the  dis¬ 
trict  schools  of  Barron  County,  learned  farming  from  his  father,  and  worked 
on  the  home  farm  for  a  while.  He  was  but  seventeen  when  he  started  work¬ 
ing  in  lumber  camps  as  a  cook  for  Rice  Lake  Lumber  Co.  On  April  28,  1918, 
he  was  inducted  into  the  United  States  service.  After  fourteen  days  at  Camp 
Grant,  Rockford,  Ill.,  he  was  transferred  to  Camp  Robertson,  Sparta,  Wis., 
where  he  trained  with  the  332nd  Field  Artillery  of  the  86th  Division.  July  28, 
his  unit  was  moved  to  Camp  Mills,  Long  Island,  for  overseas  equipment.  He 
sailed  Aug.  1  and  landed  in  Liverpool,  England,  Aug.  14.  Then  he  went  to 
Southampton,  crossed  the  Channel  to  La  Havre,  and  from  there  went  to  south¬ 
ern  France.  At  Keel  he  was  taken  to  a  hospital  for  an  operation.  Upon  his 
recovery  he  joined  his  outfit  at  Bordeaux,  and  arrived  in  the  United  States 
Feb.  22,  1919.  He  was  discharged  at  Camp  Grant,  Rockford,  Ill.,  Feb.  28,  1919. 
After  a  short  rest,  he  cooked  for  a  while  for  the  Apple  River  Milling  Co.  In 
the  fall  of  1920,  he  took  the  dairy  course  at  the  University  of  Wisconsin,  and 
graduated  in  1921.  For  a  time  he  operated  a  factory  in  Eldorado,  Wis.  Since 
June  3,  1921,  he  has  been  operating  the  cheese  factory  of  the  Star  Cheese  Co. 
He  is  an  expert  in  his  line  and  the  factory  is  prospering  under  his  manage¬ 
ment.  Mr.  Boorman  is  a  most  estimable  young  man,  highly  esteemed  through¬ 
out  the  community,  and  especially  popular  with  the  young  people.  With  an  ex¬ 
cellent  record  already  made,  his  friends  predict  for  him  a  still  more  successful 
future. 

John  Bonett,  early  homesteader,  sawmill  man  and  merchant  of  Cumber¬ 
land,  was  born  in  Vermont,  and  was  there  educated  and  grew  to  manhood.  As 
a  young  man  he  married  Alice  Lynaugh,  also  a  native  of  that  state.  In  the 
late  sixties  they  came  to  Wisconsin,  and  settled  near  Baldwin  in  St.  Croix 
County.  In  1878  he  came  to  Barron  County,  and  homesteaded  80  acres  in  Sec¬ 
tion  8,  Cumberland  Township.  Later  he  bought  other  tracts,  so  that  at  one 
time  he  owned  some  three  hundred  acres,  all  near  Cumberland.  He  started 
in  as  a  pioneer,  and  opened  up  a  farm.  Not  long  after  his  arrival  he  built  a 
sawmill,  which  he  operated  for  many  years,  twice  rebuilding  it  when  it  burned 
down.  He  opened  one  of  the  earliest  general  stores  in  Cumberland  Village,  and 
conducted  it  for  quite  a  while.  When  he  first  opened  the  store,  he  was  com¬ 
pelled  to  haul  his  goods  overland  from  Menomonie.  Later,  he  brought  them 
in  from  Rice  Lake.  Mr.  Bonett  was  a  man  of  many  activities,  and  was  one 
of  the  best  known  men  in  this  vicinity.  After  a  long  and  useful  life,  he  died 
March  12,  1919.  His  wife  died  Jan.  14,  1918.  They  were  the  parents  of  six 
children:  John  L.  is  in  Everett,  Wash.  Fannie  is  the  wife  of  Horace  Seward, 
of  Bloomingdale,  Wash.  Charles  lives  in  Superior,  Wis.  Edward  lives  in 
Spokane,  Wash.  Nathan  lives  in  Idaho.  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Jude  Van  Val- 
kenburg,  of  Everett,  Wash. 

John  L.  Bonett,  for  many  years  a  horse  fancier  and  dealer  at  Cumberland, 
and  now  a  real  estate  man  of  Everett,  Wash.,  was  born  at  Vermont,  Jan.  12, 
1866,  the  son  of  John  and  Alice  (Lynaugh)  Bonett.  He  was  brought  to  this 
state  as  an  infant  and  to  Cumberland  Township  at  the  age  of  twelve  years. 
He  was  raised  in  the  vicinity  of  the  city,  and  as  his  own  years  increased, 
watched  a  little  struggling  rural  sawmill  hamlet  develop  into  a  busy  little  city 
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of  over  1,500  people.  He  attended  school,  worked  on  the  home  farm,  and 
helped  his  father  in  his  sawmills  and  in  his  store.  It  so  happened  that  in  his 
youth,  the  farmers  were  just  turning  from  the  use  of  oxen  and  mules  in  this 
region  to  the  use  of  horses.  From  his  earliest  boyhood  he  became  interested 
in  them,  and  as  a  young  man,  began  dealing  in  them.  He  had  a  large  sales 
stable  just  south  of  the  city,  and  not  only  bought,  sold,  bred  and  traded  horses, 
but  also  did  considerable  racing,  and  kept  some  excellent  speedsters.  In  this 
business  he  became  widely  known  in  this  and  surrounding  counties,  and  in 
building  up  his  own  trade  he  also  did  much  to  increase  the  standards  of  horses 
in  this  immediate  region.  In  1919  he  moved  to  Everett,  Wash.,  where  he  is 
engaged  in  the  real  estate  business.  He  owns  several  residences  there,  and 
will  there  continue  to  make  his  home.  He  was  married  March  11,  1898,  to 
Matilda  Ostrum,  born  March  25.  1866.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  one 
son,  Lester  M.,  who  was  born  March  1,  1899. 

LeBter  M.  Bonett,  expert  horseman  of  Cumberland,  was  born  near  the 
present  city,  March  1,  1899,  the  son  of  John  L.  and  Matilda  (Ostrom)  Bonett. 
He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools,  graduating  from  the  Cumberland  High 
School  in  1917.  From  youth  up,  he  has  worked  with  his  father  in  the  horse 
business,  and  in  1919  he  succeeded  him,  taking  over  the  stables  just  south  of 
the  city.  He  is  an  excellent  judge  of  horses  and  a  good  business  man.  In  every 
way  he  is  taking  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  community  which  gave  him  birth,  and 
is  acknowledged  as  one  of  the  energetic  and  active  men  of  the  city.  He  was 
married  Oct.  27,  1920,  to  Helma  0.  Solum,  who  was  born  in  Cumberland  Town¬ 
ship,  Dec.  4,  1894,  the  daughter  of  Hans  and  Olia  (Olson)  Solum.  They  have 
one  daughter,  Alice  J. 

Rufus  L.  Young,  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  pioneer  farmer,  veteran  Mason, 
and  former  storekeeper  and  restaurant  man,  now  living  retired  in  Rice  Lake, 
was  born  in  Oswego  County,  New  York,  June  11,  1839,  son  of  Isaac  and  Rose 
(James)  Young,  natives  of  New  York  State.  After  the  mother  died,  the  father 
came  to  Illinois  in  1870,  and  there  farmed  until  his  death,  two  years  later. 
Rufus  L.  came  west  in  1859  and  located  at  Fort  Atkinson,  Wis.  As  a  young 
man  he  became  a  cooper  by  trade.  In  1862  he  enlisted  in  Co.  I,  32nd  Wis.  Vol. 
Inf.,  and  served  until  his  discharge  in  1865.  He  entered  as  a  private  and  was 
promoted  successively  to  corporal  and  sergeant,  and  accompanied  Sherman  on 
his  famous  March  to  the  Sea.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  just  before  he  en¬ 
listed,  Mr.  Young  joined  Kane  Lodge,  A.  F.  and  A.  M.,  at  Neenah,  Wis.,  so  that 
he  has  now  completed  nearly  sixty  years  of  membership  in  that  Order.  He 
located  in  Barron  County  in  1872,  in  the  employ  of  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  The 
next  year  he  secured  160  acres  in  Section  6,  Township  34,  Range  11.  This  was 
all  wild  land.  He  cleared  a  part  of  the  land,  erected  a  good  home  and  out¬ 
buildings  and  successfully  farmed  for  many  years.  During  this  period  he  was 
clerk  of  his  school  board  from  1873  to  1900,  nearly  thirty  years,  and  road 
supervisor  from  1892  to  1898.  In  1900  he  traded  his  farm  for  property  in  Rice 
Lake,  consisting  of  a  residence  and  a  store  building.  He  opened  a  store  and 
restaurant,  which  he  conducted  until  1907,  in  the  meantime  making  several 
improvements.  In  1907  he  sold  the  property,  and  purchased  his  present  resi¬ 
dence  at  307  West  Marshall  Street,  where  he  is  now  living  retired.  He  has  re¬ 
modeled  the  house  and  greatly  improved  the  property  by  erecting  additional 
buildings,  planting  fruit  trees,  and  doing  some  grading.  He  is  one  of  the 
stockholders  in  the  Consumers’  Store  at  Rice  Lake.  He  belongs  to  the  G.  A.  R., 
as  well  as  to  the  Blue  Lodge  and  the  Eastern  Star  of  the  Masons,  and  his  wife 
is  a  member  of  the  Relief  Corps  and  of  the  Eastern  Star.  Mr.  Young  was  mar¬ 
ried  Oct.  27,  1861,  at  Clayton,  Wis.,  to  Mary  A.  Brown,  who  was  born  Oct.  17, 
1846,  daughter  of  Chester  F.  and  Martha  (Smith)  Brown,  residents  of  Neenah, 
Wis.,  the  former  of  whom  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  serving  in  Co.  K, 
11th  Wis.  Vol.  Inf.,  for  two  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Young  have  had  six  children: 
Hattie  E.,  born  Dec.  26,  1866;  Frank  A.,  born  Feb.  2,  1868;  Marietta,  born  July 
11,  1876;  Rufus  E.,  born  Aug.  4,  1880;  William  L.,  born  Nov.  27,  1885;  and 
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Mertie  M.,  born  Nov.  3,  1887.  Hattie  E.  was  married  in  Rice  Lake,  Feb.  15, 
1882,  to  John  Dietz,  and  they  have  six  children,  Harry,  Clarence,  Mira  E.,  Les¬ 
ter,  Helen  and  John.  Frank  A.  lives  in  Rice  Lake.  He  married  Emma  Todd, 
and  has  seven  children,  Irene,  Blanche,  May,  Emma,  Ruth  and  Ruby  (twins) 
and  Marshall.  William  L.  married  Alma  Lee,  and  they  have  three  children, 
Rodney,  Inda  and  Loren.  Mertie  M.  married  Frank  Gaylord,  and  they  have 
one  child,  Gale.  One  of  the  bright  days  of  the  married  life  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Young  was  the  celebration  of  their  Golden  Wedding  Anniversary  on  Oct.  27, 
1911.  Their  friends  of  all  ages,  including  their  fraternal  and  church  asso¬ 
ciates,  gathered  at  the  Rice  Lake  Armory,  to  do  them  honor,  and  after  an  eve¬ 
ning  of  good  cheer,  the  happy  couple  were  presented  with  a  purse  of  gold. 
Talks  were  delivered,  showing  the  high  esteem  in  which  they  are  held  in  the 
community.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  at  the  affair,  five  generations  of  the 
family  were  represented.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Young  delight  in  keeping  open  house 
to  their  friends  and  neighbors.  They  are  spending  the  afternoon  of  life  in 
quiet  and  contentment,  after  worthy  years  well  spent. 

Thomas  O.  Myhers,  local  manager  of  the  Rice  Lake  interests  of  the  Park 
Falls  Lumber  Co.,  including  the  large  wholesale  lumber  yard,  and  extensive, 
modern  planing  mill,  was  born  in  Eau  Claire,  Wis.,  May  31,  1888,  son  of  Ole 
and  Mary  (Johnson)  Myhers.  The  parents  are  natives  of  Norway,  who  came  to 
Wisconsin  as  young  people,  and  were  married  in  Eau  Claire,  where  they  still 
live.  In  the  family  there  are  six  children,  all  living,  Thomas  0.,  John,  Melvin, 
Martin,  Mabel  and  Julia.  Thomas  0.  received  his  early  education  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools,  and  took  a  commercial  course  in  the  McCarthy  Business  College 
of  his  native  place.  He  started  work  in  Eau  Claire  in  the  lumber  yards  of  the 
John  H.  Kaiser  Lumber  Co.,  and  through  hard  work  was  promoted  through  the 
various  departments  until  he  became  sales  manager.  June  11,  1919,  he  be¬ 
came  associated  with  the  Park  Falls  Lumber  Co.,  and  on  May  10,  1920,  came 
as  yard  manager  to  Rice  Lake,  where,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  months  at 
Hayward,  Wis.,  he  has  since  remained,  being  now  general  local  manager.  The 
yards  are  said  to  be  as  extensive  as  any  of  their  kind  in  the  country.  The 
planing  mill  is  a  model  of  its  kind,  with  concrete  fireproof  roof,  electric  motor 
power,  and  a  monorail  system  of  cartage.  Mr.  Myhers  is  a  capable  manager, 
he  is  thoroughly  familiar  with  wood  and  woodworking,  and  in  his  able  hands 
the  yard  and  mill  are  increasing  in  business  and  importance.  He  is  also  tak¬ 
ing  his  part  in  public  life.  While  in  Eau  Claire  he  was  school  commissioner 
from  the  Seventh  Ward  for  three  years,  and  in  Rice  Lake  he  has  already  served 
on  a  number  of  committees  and  delegations.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Masonic  Order  and  of  the  S.  A.  F.  He  finds  his  recreation  in  outdoor  sports, 
being  fond  of  hunting  and  fishing,  especially  in  the  unbroken  forests.  Mr. 
Myhers  was  married  March  17,  1912,  to  Lena  Matilda  Nelson,  of  Eau  Claire, 
born  March  7,  1892,  daughter  of  Gilbert  and  Anna  G.  Nelson.  Her  parents, 
natives  of  Norway,  were  early  settlers  in  Eau  Claire.  The  mother  died  Feb. 
5,  1921,  but  the  father  is  still  living.  Three  children  have  been  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Thomas  0.  Myhers:  Dorothy  Phyllis,  Dec.  11,  1913;  Fern  Eleanor, 
March  27,  1917 ;  and  Thomas  Nelson,  April  10,  1918.  The  family  faith  is  that 
of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Eugene  M.  Rogers,  D.  D.  S.,  of  Rice  Lake,  was  born  in  Dodge  County,  Wis., 
and  received  a  public  school  education.  He  studied  dentistry  under  a  preceptor, 
and  then  took  a  post-graduate  course  in  the  Chicago  Post-Graduate  College, 
receiving  his  post-graduate  degree  in  1902.  In  1882  he  opened  an  office  at 
Augusta,  Wis.,  and  there  practiced  until  1906,  when  he  went  to  Eau  Claire,  this 
state.  There  he  practiced  five  years,  and  then  went  to  Minneapolis,  where  he 
practiced  for  three  years.  He  came  to  Rice  Lake  in  1914,  and  opened  his  pres¬ 
ent  office.  He  is  a  successful  practitioner,  and  has  a  well-equipped  office.  His 
pleasant  residence  is  at  122  West  Knapp  Street.  Dr.  Rogers  was  married  Sept. 
25,  1882,  to  Laura  A.  Allen,  and  they  have  two  children,  Eugene  A.  and  Edgar 
M.  Eugene  A.  is  a  graduate  of  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of 
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Milwaukee  and  now  is  a  dentist  in  Chippewa  County,  this  state.  He  married 
Mattie  Clark  and  has  a  son,  Clark.  Edgar  M.  is  a  veterinary  surgeon  at  Rice 
Lake. 

Edgar  M.  Rogers,  D.  V.  S.,  of  Rice  Lake,  was  born  in  Augusta,  Wis.,  April 
3,  1887,  son  of  Eugene  M.  and  Laura  A.  (Allen)  Rogers.  He  attended  school 
in  his  native  place  and  was  graduated  from  the  high  school  there  in  the  class 
of  1906.  He  then  took  the  classical  course  at  the  University  of  Wisconsin. 
Thus  prepared,  he  entered  the  Chicago  Veterinary  College  in  1906  and  was 
graduated  with  the  degree  of  D.  V.  S.  in  the  class  of  1910.  The  following  year 
he  opened  an  office  at  Rice  Lake.  He  is  a  thorough  master  of  his  profession, 
and  has  a  constantly  increasing  practice,  having  the  confidence  and  esteem  of 
his  fellow  citizens,  both  as  a  practitioner  and  as  a  man.  His  work  demands 
his  constant  attention,  and  as  the  saying  is,  “He  is  going  night  and  day.” 
His  office  is  at  13  East  Eau  Claire  Street,  and  his  home  at  813  North  Main 
Street.  His  professional  connections  are  with  the  Wisconsin  and  Northwestern 
Veterinary  Medical  Associations.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  Chapter  and  Blue  Lodge 
Mason.  He  offered  his  services  to  his  country  Sept.  12,  1917,  was  commis¬ 
sioned  as  second  lieutenant,  and  assigned  to  service  in  the  veterinary  corps 
in  Camp  Travis,  at  San  Antonio,  Texas,  where  he  was  promoted  to  first  lieu¬ 
tenant.  He  received  his  discharge  Nov.  20,  1919.  Dr.  Rogers  was  married 
May  1,  1910,  to  Mabel  Moonshower,  of  Chicago,  and  they  have  a  daughter, 
Evelyn,  born  Sept.  13,  1912. 

Homer  C.  Reed,  proprietor  of  the  Reed  Art  Studios,  Rice  Lake,  was  born 
in  Dowagiac,  Mich.,  and  there  received  his  early  education.  In  early  life  he 
became  interested  in  photography,  and  soon  mastered  what  was  then  known  of 
the  art.  Since  then  he  has  kept  abreast  of  the  progress  of  the  profession  both 
in  mechanics,  chemistry  and  artistry,  and  is  well  qualified  for  his  work  both 
by  nature  and  experience.  For  some  years  he  had  a  studio  at  Forest  City, 
Iowa.  In  1893  he  came  to  Rice  Lake  and  purchased  the  studio  of  T.  H.  Web¬ 
ster,  on  Main  street.  He  there  successfully  carried  on  his  business  until  1910, 
when  he  built  his  present  studio  at  11  West  Messenger  Street,  erecting  at  the 
same  time  a  modern  residence  on  the  adjoining  lot.  The  studio  is  flooded  with 
sunlight  in  the  day  time,  modified  by  an  excellent  system  of  shades,  and  elec¬ 
tricity  provides  means  for  night  photography  as  well.  The  operating  room  is 
large  and  tastefully  arranged,  the  waiting  room  and  dressing  room  are  com¬ 
fortable,  and  the  laboratory,  dark  room  and  finishing  room  are  thoroughly 
adequate.  The  equipment  is  modern  and  sufficient  to  all  the  demands  made 
upon  it.  Mr.  Reed  is  ably  assisted  by  his  wife.  He  is  well  thought  of  in  the 
community,  has  done  good  service  on  the  city  council,  and  for  one  term  was 
city  treasurer.  He  and  his  wife  are  both  leaders  in  community  circles.  Mr. 
Reed  was  married  Oct.  10,  1896,  to  Adda  A.  Smith,  who  was  born  in  Kilbourne, 
Wis.  This  union  was  blessed  with  one  son,  R.  H.,  who  was  born  in  Forest 
City.  He  married  Vera  Thompson,  has  one  child,  Virginia,  and  is  engaged  in 
the  mercantile  business  at  Lake  Mills.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reed  gave  a  parents’ 
love  and  care  to  Stewart  Smith,  son  of  Mrs.  Reed’s  brother.  They  took  him 
into  their  home  when  he  .  was  ten  days  old,  and  he  at  once  became  as  their 
own  son.  He  married  Thea  Peterson,  has  one  son,  and  is  in  the  jewelry  busi¬ 
ness  at  Ely,  Minn. 

William  R.  Swenson,  a  leading  contractor,  builder  and  carpenter  of  Rice 
Lake,  and  for  several  years  a  member  of  the  well-known  firm  of  Swenson 
Brothers,  contracting  builders,  of  Madison,  Wis.,  was  born  in  Norway,  Nov. 
3,  1864,  the  son  of  John  and  Sannov  (Wesnes)  Swenson,  also  natives  of  that 
country.  John  Swenson  was  a  ropemaker  by  trade,  and  made  ropes  for  the 
many  ships  which  left  the  port  of  his  native  town  to  sail  the  high  seas.  In 
1883,  after  a  long  and  successful  career,  he  and  his  wife  came  to  America,  and 
took  up  their  home  near  Stoughton,  Wis.,  with  their  son,  William,  where  he 
passed  away  in  1886,  the  mother  now  making  her  home  in  Madison,  with  her 
daughter,  Mrs.  Goldbin,  at  the  good  old  age  of  eighty-four.  William  R.  received 
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an  excellent  education  in  the  elementary  schools  and  in  the  high  school  of  his 
native  village,  and  as  a  youth,  like  so  many  of  his  venturesome  fellow  country¬ 
men,  became  a  sailor.  In  this  capacity  he  sailed  all  the  seas  of  northern 
Europe,  visiting  ports  in  Russia,  Denmark,  Sweden,  Germany,  Holland,  France, 
England,  Ireland  and  Scotland.  When  he  finally  touched  port  at  New  York  in 
1882,  he  decided  that  this  was  the  country  for  his  future  career,  so  he  gave  up 
his  vocation  as  a  sailor,  and  came  to  Stoughton,  this  state,  where  he  had  fam¬ 
ily  friends.  There  he  secured  employment  for  six  winters  as  a  clerk  in  a  store. 
In  the  meantime,  in  the  summer  seasons,  he  started  to  learn  the  carpenters’ 
trade,  and  worked  at  this  occupation  first  for  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St. 
Paul  Railway,  along  the  line  of  that  road,  and  later  for  the  shipyards  at  Mil¬ 
waukee.  In  1893  he  took  up  his  residence  at  Madison,  Wis.,  and  entered  the 
employ  of  his  brother,  Albert.  In  1900  he  formed  a  partnership  with  his 
brother,  Andrew,  under  the  name  of  Swenson  Brothers.  The  firm  was  highly 
esteemed  for  its  excellent  work,  and  did  a  constantly  increasing  building  busi¬ 
ness  in  Madison  and  the  surrounding  rural  districts  in  Dane  County.  In  1915 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  disposed  of  his  Madison  interests,  and  went  to 
Serona,  in  Washburn  County,  this  state,  where  he  purchased  an  improved  farm 
of  160  acres.  In  1897  he  traded  this  farm  for  a  place  of  eighty  acres  in  Cedar 
Lake  Township,  Barron  County.  Here  he  successfully  conducted  general 
farming,  and  made  a  number  of  improvements,  including  the  building  of  a 
good  silo  and  a  milk  house.  But  he  still  hankered  for  the  building  business, 
so  in  1920  he  came  to  Rice  Lake,  and  once  more  became  a  general  builder.  He 
purchased  seventeen  lots  here,  and  intends  to  build  a  series  of  modern  dwell¬ 
ings,  one  of  which  he  has  already  completed.  Mr.  Swenson  is  a  successful  man, 
of  excellent  judgment  and  sound  business  sense,  of  genial,  courteous  manner, 
and  a  fine  example  of  the  modern  business  man.  He  and  his  family  are  a  dis¬ 
tinct  addition  to  the  life  of  the  city.  Fraternally,  he  is  an  active  member  of 
the  Masonic  Order.  Mr.  Swenson  was  married  Dec.  8,  1885,  to  Hansine  Ander¬ 
son,  who  came  to  America  in  1883,  oldest  of  the  six  children  of  John  and 
Hannah  (Hokins)  Anderson,  both  of  which  good  people  spent  the  span  of  their 
lives  in  Norway  and  are  now  dead.  The  other  five  in  the  Anderson  family  are : 
Alice,  Marit,  Carl,  Lena  and  Bert.  Alice  is  the  wife  of  Christ  Hanson,  who 
has  a  farm  in  North  Dakota.  Marit  is  farming  near  Edgerton,  in  Rock  County, 
this  state.  Carl  is  employed  by  the  Knickerbocker-Ide  Co.  at  Williams  Bay,  Wis. 
Lena,  who'  lives  in  Norway,  is  married  and  has  four  children.  Bert  is  still 
in  Norway  farming.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Swenson  have  had  five  children:  Sigurd 
(first),  Sigurd  J.,  Eleanor  L.,  Ruth  E.  and  Anna  Maria.  Sigurd  (first)  died  in 
early  childhood.  Sigurd  J.  was  born  Dec.  29,  1888,  married  Christina  Matzka, 
and  has  one  daughter,  LaVon.  He  is  a  sheet  and  metal  worker  by  trade  and  is 
now  engaged  in  heat  and  ventilation  inspection  at  Madison,  Wis.  At  the  entry 
of  the  United  States  in  the  World  War,  he  enlisted,  and  was  assigned  to  train¬ 
ing  at  Camp  Douglas,  Wis.  By  successive  promotions  he  became  captain  of 
Co.  L,  8th  Inf.,  W.  N.  G.  Regiment,  and  served  in  the  United  States  training 
recruits.  Eleanor  L.  was  born  Dec.  10,  1891,  married  Harold  Wind,  lives  at 
Chicago  and  has  three  children :  Robert  E.,  Randall  and  Harold.  Ruth  E.  was 
born  March  15,  1896,  married  Ralph  Hill,  lives  at  Rice  Lake,  and  has  three 
children,  Madeline  V.,  William  R.  and  Eugene  R.  Anna  Maria  Pauline  was 
born  July  25,  1905,  and  lives  at  home.  She  has  done  excellent  work  in  the 
public  schools  and  is  now  continuing  her  studies  at  home  under  correspondence 
supervision.  The  family  are  members  of  the  Trinity  Lutheran  Church,  of  which 
Mr.  Swenson  is  a  liberal  supporter,  and  in  which  all  three  of  the  family  take 
the  deepest  interest. 

Louis  B.  Richter,  residing  on  a  farm  of  160  acres  on  section  36,  Bear  Lake 
Township,  was  born  in  Monroe  County,  Wis.,  Feb.  20,  1864,  son  of  Herman 
Richter  and  Anna  Richter.  The  parents,  who  were  born  in  Germany,  came 
to  America  single,  each  about  1866.  They  were  married  in  Wisconsin  and 
located  in  Monroe  County,  where  he  took  land  and  began  the  development  of 
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a  farm.  But  one  acre  had  been  cleared  when  he  began,  and  the  only  other 
improvement  was  a  log  house.  At  first  he  had  no  oxen,  nothing  but  his  hands 
with  which  to  work;  there  were  no  roads  past  or  near  his  farm,  and  the 
nearest  market  was  at  Sparta.  Herman  Richter's  life  was  not  spared  long 
enough  to  permit  him  to  reach  the  goal  of  his  ambition — the  establishment  of 
a  comfortable  home — as  he  died  in  1869  at  the  age  of  thirty-five.  His  widow 
subsequently  married  Anton  Ewalt,  and  after  residing  on  the  original  home¬ 
stead  a  while,  bought  another  place  in  the  vicinity,  where  she  died  in  1914  at 
the  age  of  seventy-six  years.  She  had  survived  her  second  husband,  Mr. 
Ewalt,  who  had  passed  away  in  1908  at  the  age  of  sixty-six.  Her  children  by 
Herman  Richter  were  Lena,  Louis  B.,  Anna  and  Henry.  Those  of  her  second 
marriage  were  Bernard,  Dena  Gertrude,  Mary  and  Cecelia.  Louis  B.  Richter 
acquired  a  knowledge  of  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic  in  a  little  log  school- 
house,  poorly  lighted,  and  with  seats  of  boards  and  a  dirt  floor.  To  reach  it 
he  had  to  go  a  distance  of  two  and  a  quarter  miles,  through  woods  and  ravines 
and  over  a  hill,  following  a  narrow  foot  path.  As  soon  as  he  was  old  enough 
he  began  work  clearing  and  grubbing  on  the  home  farm.  After  attaining  the 
age  of  fifteen,  he  worked  out  for  others,  but  sent  his  earnings  home  until  he 
was  twenty-one.  One  winter  was  spent  in  the  woods  at  lumbering.  At  last 
he  started  in  for  himself  on  an  eighty-acre  tract  of  rather  poor  land,  which 
he  bought  for  $900,  paying  $100  down.  He  erected  a  log  shack  and  also  a 
crotch  shed  to  accommodate  a  yoke  of  oxen  and  a  cow.  After  these  prelim¬ 
inaries,  he  took  another  important  step,  being  united  in  marriage,  Oct.  26, 
1886,  to  Fredericka  Derring.  She  was  born  in  Monroe  County,  Wis.,  June  1, 
1860,  daughter  of  Stephen  and  Ricca  (Pingle)  Derring.  She  proved  a  gobd 
helpmate  to  Mr.  Richter,  carefully  performed  all  a  good  housewife’s  duties, 
operated  a  spinning  wheel,  and  knit  socks,  caps  and  mittens  for  the  family. 
Their  farm  was  situated  26  miles  from  the  county  seat,  Sparta,  and  was  seven 
miles  from  the  nearest  market.  There  Mr.  Richter  and  his  family  resided  for 
27  years.  During  that  time  he  made  many  improvements  on  the  place  which 
entirely  changed  its  original  aspect,  among  them  being  the  erection  of  a  good 
set  of  buildings.  He  then  sold  out.  Before  the  end  of  this  period,  however, 
he  had  purchased  land  in  Barron  County ;  first  in  1906,  when  he  bought  a  tract 
of  160  acres  in  Sections  3  and  10,  Stanfold  Township,  on  which  his  son  Her¬ 
man  now  lives,  and,  secondly,  in  1910,  when  he  bought  160  acres  in  Section 
34,  Bear  Lake  Township,  where  his  son  Henry  lives.  To  this  latter  place  Louis 
B.  Richter  brought  his  family  in  1913  and  they  made  it  their  home  for  two 
years.  Then  Mr.  Richter  bought  160  acres  in  Section  36,  Bear  Lake  Township, 
on  which  he  has  since  made  valuable  improvements,  and  where  he  now  lives 
with  his  son  Bernard.  An  industrious  and  practical  farmer,  he  has  had  a  suc¬ 
cessful  career  and  won  the  respect  of  his  neighbors.  He  has  been  prominent 
in  school  affairs,  and  is  a  faithful  member  of  the  Catholic  Church.  He  and 
his  wife  have  been  the  parents  of  four  children,  all  sons:  Herman  A.,  Henry 
J.,  Barnard  G.  and  Martin  W.  The  last  mentioned  met  an  accidental  death, 
being  drowned  in  the  Kickapoo  river,  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  on  June  9, 
1912. 

J.  Frederick  Mani,  experienced  dairyman,  cheesemaker  at  the  factory  in 
Section  27,  Oak  Grove  Township,  owned  and  operated  by  the  Badertscher 
Brothers,  was  born  in  Switzerland,  May  31,  1867,  son  of  Johann  Gottfried  and 
Barbara  (Lorcher)  Mani,  both  of  good  Swiss  families,  and  both  now  deceased. 
He  was  reared  in  his  native  land  and  learned  cheesemaking  in  that  country, 
noted  for  cheesemakers.  Then  he  went  to  Germany,  and  was  employed  by  the 
owner  of  a  large  dairy  herd  as  a  milker.  He  came  to  America  in  1883,  and 
located  in  Ohio,  where  he  worked  on  the  railroad  and  in  cheese  factories. 
Next  he  took  charge  of  cheese  factories  in  Vera  Cruz,  Adams  County,  and 
Blufton,  Wells  County,  Ind.,  for  seven  years.  He  visited  New  Glarus,  Wis.,  in 
1891,  but  stayed  only  a  short  time,  :and  then  went  to  Le  Roy,  Minn.,  where  he 
rented  a  farm  and  engaged  in  the  dairy  business.  He  resumed  his  trade  in 
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1898,  came  back  to  Wisconsin,  and  worked  four  years  in  Green  County,  one 
year  in  Dane  County,  and  eleven  years  in  Iowa  County.  In  1914  he  tried 
farming  again.  He  purchased  80  acres  in  Barron  Township,  this  county,  re¬ 
paired  the  buildings,  and  was  there  two  years.  Then  he  rented  60  acres  in 
Rice  Lake  Township,  for  a  year,  but  lost  almost  his  entire  crop  by  hail.  In 
1917  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Deer  Park  cheese  factory  at  Deer  Park, 
St.  Croix  County,  for  six  months,  and  then  worked  in  the  Deronda  cheese 
factory  at  Deronda  for  nineteen  months.  He  took  bis  present  position  in 
1920.  Mr.  Mani  was  married  Dec.  9,  1892,  to  Elizabeth  Lebeck,  who  was  born 
in  Germany,  and  died  Dec.  12,  1918.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mani  were  the  parents  of 
three  children:  Matilda,  born  March  28,  1898;  Fritz,  born  March  23,  1900, 
and  Emma,  born  March  3,  1902. 

Daniel  Johnson,  owner  of  60  acres  in  Section  9,  east,  Maple  Grove  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  this  township,  March  1,  1875,  son  of  Thomas  and  Anna 
(Johnson)  Johnson.  He  was  reared  in  this  county  and  at  Capron,  Ill.,  and 
received  a  good  common  school  education.  For  a  while  he  farmed  with  his 
parents  and  then  rented  for  two  years.  Then  he  went  to  Washburn  County 
and  bought  86  acres  of  land,  cleared  some  20  acres,  erected  a  set  of  build¬ 
ings,  and  carried  on  general  farming.  Then  he  sold  out  and  in  1910  purchased 
his  present  farm.  He  has  cleared  40  acres,  erected  suitable  buildings,  and  is 
here  carrying  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  As  the  father  of  children  he 
is  a  believer  in  a  thorough  education,  and  has  been  a  member  of  the  school 
board  of  his  district  for  several  years.  Mr.  Johnson  was  married  June  21, 
1899  to  Edith  Bryngelson,  daughter  of  Erick  and  Martha  (Stephenson) 
Bryngelson,  natives  of  Norway,  both  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson 
have  had  four  children.  Martha  was  born  Nov.  30,  1900,  was  a  girl  of  un¬ 
usually  engaging  qualities,  and  died  Oct.  4,  1913.  Neal  was  born  April  28, 
1910  and  died  Dec.  31,  of  the  same  year.  Vivian  was  born  Dec.  2,  1911,  and 
is  doing  well  in  the  district  school.  Myra  was  born  May  30,  1915. 

William  H.  Cockerill,  a  leading  farmer  of  Oak  Grove  Township,  who  has  a 
good  farm  which  he  is  constantly  developing  and  improving,  was  born  June 
21,  1872,  in  Green  Lake  County,  this  state,  son  of  Richard  and  Mary  Jane 
(Davis)  Cockerill.  The  father  was  born  in  England,  came  to  the  United 
States  in  the  fifties,  settled  in  Green  Lake  County,  Wis.,  taught  school  for 
several  years  and  then  devoted  his  life  to  farming  until  his  death,  Jan.  21, 
1914.  By  his  first  wife,  Mary  Jane  Davis,  who  died  May  9,  1879,  he  had  three 
children:  William  H.,  Edward  (deceased)  and  Hugh.  By  his  second  wife, 
Elma  Crandall,  who  died  May  28,  1921,  aged  59  years,  he  had  two  children: 
Walter  and  Mabel.  William  H.  was  reared  in  his  native  county  and  worked 
for  some  years  for  his  father.  In  1890  he  learned  the  butter-making  trade 
which  he  subsequently  followed  for  eight  years  in  Ozaukee  County.  He  came 
to  Barron  County  in  1898,  and  bought  80  acres  in  Section  11,  Oak  Grove  Town¬ 
ship.  In  1903  he  bought  80  acres  in  Section  13,  in  the  same  township,  which 
he  farmed  until  he  moved  onto  the  tract  in  Section  11,  in  1906.  Here  he  has 
since  devoted  his  attention  to  farming  and  dairying.  He  continued  the 
clearing  of  the  land,  built  a  sightly  modern  house,  a  good  barn  and  other 
buildings,  installed  modern  improvements  in  the  home  and  barn,  purchased 
a  good  equipment  of  implements  and  machinery,  and  adopted  the  methods  and 
crops  which  he  has  believed  best  suited  to  his  purpose.  He  has  a  good  herd 
of  Jerseys,  headed  by  full  blooded  sires,  and  a  good  drove  of  Poland-China 
swine.  Mr.  Cockerill  has  not  cared  to  mingle  actively  in  political  life,  but  as  a 
good  citizen  he  has  served  for  some  years  as  clerk  of  his  school  district.  His 
holdings  include  stock  in  the  Brill  Creamery  Co.  at  Brill,  and  in  the  Brill 
State  Bank.  He  and  his  family  attend  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Mr. 
Cockerill  was  married  April  17,  1904,  to  Emma  Sagar,  who  was  born  in  Eng¬ 
land,  Dec.  11,  1874,  daughter  of  Seth  and  Jane  (Munday)  Sagar,  natives  of 
that  country,  who  came  to  America  in  1880,  lived  in  Utica,  New  York,  two 
years,  went  from  there  to  Massachusetts,  and  later  to  Grafton,  Wis.,  in  all  of 
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which  places  the  father  was  employed  as  a  sorter  in  woollen  mills.  In  1909 
they  came  to  Barron  County  and  took  up  their  home  with  their  daughter, 
where  the  father  died  Dec.  6,  1915,  and  where  the  mother  is  still  living, 
having  now  attained  the  age  of  seventy  years.  In  the  family  there  were  three 
children:  William,  now  of  New  London,  Wis.;  Sarah,  wife  of  W.  J.  Freeborn, 
of  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  Emma,  the  wife  of  William  H.  Cockerill.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Cockerill  have  had  three  children:  Jane  E.,  who  was  born  Feb.  15,  1905, 
and  died  March  23,  1907 ;  Alice,  who  was  born  June  8,  1909,  and  Edward,  who 
was  born  April  20,  1914.  The  two  surviving  children  are  doing  well  in  the 
public  school  at  Brill. 

Alois  J.  Rousar,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Section  20,  Oak  Grove  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  Bohemia,  May  25,  1875,  the  son  of  Joseph  and  Anna 
(Fajmon)  Rousar,  natives  of  that  country,  who  came  to  the  United  States 
in  1888  and  settled  near  Hopkins,  in  Hennepin  County,  Minn.  There  they 
farmed  until  1905,  when  they  turned  the  place  over  to  their  son,  William,  and 
retired.  The  children  in  the  family  are:  Joseph,  Alois  J.,  Frank,  John  and 
William.  Alois  J.  attended  school  for  a  while  in  his  native  country  and  was 
a  youngster  entering  his  'teens  when  he  was  brought  to  the  United  States. 
He  attended  district  school  in  Hennepin  County,  worked  for  his  parents  for 
a  while,  and  was  later  employed  on  other  farms  in  the  neighborhood.  In  the 
meantime,  in  1898,  he  bought  80  acres  in  Section  20,  Oak  Grove  Township, 
this  county.  He  moved  to  this  tract  in  1904,  and  has  since  devoted  his  time 
to  its  development  and  operation.  He  has  cleared  45  acres  and  the  rest  is  in 
timber  and  pasture.  He  has  also  put  up  a  good  set  of  buildings,  including  the 
modern  bam,  32  by  60  feet,  furnished  with  modem  Libby  barn  equipment. 
Here  he  successfully  conducts  general  farming,  and  has  a  good  herd  with  full 
blooded  sires  at  the  head.  Fraternally  Mr.  Rousar  is  a  member  of  the 
Catholic  Order  of  Foresters.  Mr.  Rousar  was  married  May  30,  1904,  to  Kate 
Kopecky,  who  was  born  in  New  York  State,  April  6,  1885,  the  daughter  of 
Martin  and  Mary  Kopecky,  the  former  of  whom  is  dead,  and  the  latter  of 
whom  lives  in  Missouri.  In  the  Kopecky  family  there  were  five  children: 
Rose,  Sophia,  Kate,  Francis  and  John.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rousar  have  three  chil¬ 
dren:  Joseph,  bom  April  15,  1909;  Alois,  born  Feb.  20,  1911,  and  Charles,  born 
Sept.  29,  1916.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church. 

Frederick  H.  Smalley,  former  railroad  man,  now  successfully  farming  on 
80  acres  in  Section  34,  Maple  Grove  Township,  is  one  of  the  well-liked  men  of 
the  community,  and  stands  high  with  all  who  know  him.  He  is  a  native  of 
this  state,  born  in  Manitowoc,  Wis.,  May  24,  1877,  son  of  Herschel  and  Agnes 
(Langworth)  Smalley.  Herschel  Smalley,  who  is  one  of  the  best  known 
traveling  men  in  the  Northwest,  was  bora  in  New  York  State,  but  came  to 
Wisconsin  in  early  life.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  enlisted  in  the  Civil  War 
and  served  three  years  in  that  conflict.  As  a  young  man  he  became  a  travel¬ 
ing  salesman  with  Manitowoc  as  his  headquarters.  In  1899  he  opened  a  hotel 
at  Sleepy  Eye,  Minn.,  which  he  conducted  for  eleven  years.  He  took  up  com¬ 
mercial  business  again  in  1910  as  agent  for  the  Smalley  Silo  Cutters,  and  this 
line  he  still  follows,  with  headquarters  at  Minneapolis.  His  wife  was  Agnes 
Langworthy,  of  Milwaukee.  In  the  family  there  were  six  children:  Clarance 
H.  (deceased),  Dora  A.,  John  L.,  Frederick  H.,  Mabel  M.  and  Fannie. 
Frederick  H.  received  his  early  education  in  Manitowoc,  and  graduated  from 
the  High  School  there  in  1897.  He  also  had  the  advantages  of  a  course  in  the 
school  of  mines  at  Tucson,  Ariz.,  in  which  state  he  lived  for  a  while.  In 
1898,  with  headquarters  in  his  native  city,  he  became  an  employe  of  the  Chi¬ 
cago  &  Northwestern  Railway,  as  fireman,  being  promoted  to  engineer  in 
1902.  In  1916,  he  gave  up  railroad  work,  and  went  to  farming  on  80  acres  in 
Clark  County,  this  state.  He  cleared  15  acres,  erected  a  house  and  a  log 
bam,  and  farmed  for  a  while.  In  1918  he  sold  out,  came  to  Barron  County, 
and  purchased  his  present  place.  On  this  farm  he  has  continued  the  im¬ 
provements  already  begun.  In  his  fraternal  relations,  Mr.  Smalley  is  a 
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Mason.  Although  a  new  comer  in  the  county,  he  has  identified  himself  with 
its  progress,  and  has  the  firmest  faith  in  its  future.  Mr.  Smalley  was  married 
Dec.  17,  1907,  to  May  Root,  daughter  of  Adelbert  and  Mina  (Fay)  Root,  the 
former  of  whom  is  dead,  and  the  latter  of  whom  is  now  Mrs.  J.  P.  Gainey,  of 
Rice  Lake.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smalley  have  four  children.  F.  Herschel  was  born 
Dec.  1,  1909,  and  Keith  N.  was  born  July  9,  1911.  Both  are  doing  well  in 
their  studies  in  the  public  schools.  Miriam  R.  was  born  May  31,  1915,  and 
William  M.  was  born  April  24,  1919.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church. 

John  C.  Scheil,  successfully  farming  on  a  well-kept  place  of  80  acres  in 
Section  32,  west,  Maple  Grove  Township,  was  born  in  Nebraska,  April  27, 
1889,  son  of  John  and  Lena  (Rusk)  Scheil,  natives  of  Germany,  who  came  to 
America  in  the  early  seventies,  and  settled  in  Nebraska,  living  there  until 
1900  when  they  came  to  Barron  County,  purchased  a  quarter  section  in 
Arland  Township,  cleared  135  acres,  repaired  and  erected  buildings,  and  made 
other  improvements,  and  there  lived  until  his  death  in  1913,  the  mother  now 
making  her  home  with  her  son,  Hfenry,  in  Maple  Grove  Township.  John  C. 
came  to  this  county  with  his  parents  as  a  boy,  and  completed  his  school 
training  in  Arland  Township.  After  the  father’s  death  he  and  his  brother 
purchased  the  home  farm  and  operated  it  together  until  1916.  Then  they 
sold  out,  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch  purchased  his  present  place.  He  im¬ 
proved  the  farm,  and  in  1919  erected  a  good  barn,  34  by  70  feet,  with  full 
Libby  equipment.  He  has  also  built  a  silo  and  other  buildings,  and  now  has 
as  good  a  place  as  is  to  be  found  in  the  neighborhood.  He  carries  on  mixed 
farming  and  dairying  and  makes  a  specialty  of  Holstein  cattle.  Mr.  Scheil 
was  married  Nov.  25,  1915,  to  Ettowoin  Hartlin,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Mary 
(Alexander)  Hartlin,  the  latter  of  whom  died  in  1900  and  the  former  of  whom 
makes  his  home  in  Indiana.  Mrs.  Scheil  has  one  brother,  Benjamin.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Scheil  attend  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  are  prominent  in  the 
work  of  that  denomination. 

Peter  H.  Vancuren,  health  officer  of  Maple  Grove  Township  since  1903, 
and  owner  of  80  acres  in  Section  23,  west,  Maple  Grove  Township,  was  born 
April  4,  1854,  in  Kosciusko  County,  Ind.,  son  of  Everett  and  Elizabeth 
(Hoover)  Vancuren,  natives  respectively  of  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio,  who  came 
to  Indiana  in  the  early  fifties  and  settled  in  Kosciusko  County,  where  they 
spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  the  father  dying  in  1889  and  the  mother 
in  1877.  He  received  his  education  in  the  district  schools,  and  learned  farm¬ 
ing  from  his  father.  In  1877  he  bought  a  farm  in  his  native  county,  and 
operated  it  for  several  years.  He  traded  the  Indiana  property  for  his  present 
place  in  1886,  and  moved  here  at  that  time.  He  has  cleared  40  acres,  erected 
a  good  set  of  buildings  and  fences  and  successfully  carries  on  general  farm¬ 
ing  and  dairying.  He  is  one  of  the  influential  and  leading  men  of  the  com¬ 
munity.  For  five  years  he  has  served  on  the  town  board  and  for  fifteen  years 
on  the  school  board.  The  family  worships  at  the  Baptist  Church.  Mr.  Van¬ 
curen  was  married  Nov.  8,  1875,  to  Isabella  Royse,  daughter  of  George  and 
Nancy  Royse.  She  died  Feb.  8,  1920,  leaving  nine  children:  Mabel,  now  Mrs. 
Ora  Kunley;  Lemuel  E.,  Blanche,  now  Mrs.  Byron  Coon;  Muriel  (deceased), 
Logan,  Lloyd,  Bessie,  now  Mrs.  Lawrence  Granger;  Benjamin,  Florence,  now 
Mrs.  Charles  Goodenow;  Russell,  and  Cecil  (deceased). 

Russell  Vancuren,  a  veteran  of  the  World  War,  now  assisting  his  father 
in  farming  80  acres  in  section  23,  Maple  Grove  Township,  was  born  on  the 
place  where  he  now  resides,  Feb.  10,  1893,  son  of  Peter  H.  and  Isabella 
(Royse)  Vancuren.  He  was  reared  to  farm  pursuits  and  received  his  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  public  schools.  He  was  inducted  into  the  United  States  service, 
May  7,  1917,  was  assigned  to  the  16th  Supply  Co.  of  the  First  Division,  and 
was  in  France  twenty-seven  months,  thirteen  of  which  were  in  active  service 
at  the  front.  He  was  discharged  Sept.  23,  1919,  and  returned  home.  Mr. 
Vancuren  was  married  March  25,  1920,  to  Minnie  Snider,  daughter  of  James 
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and  Mildred  (Riley)  Snider,  natives  of  Indiana,  who  settled  in  Maple  Grove 
Township  in  1900,  and  still  reside  here. 

Tollef  Knudson,  the  pioneer,  was  born  in  Norway,  and  was  there  reared 
to  asrricultural  pursuits.  He  married  there,  and  there  established  his  home, 
his  wife’s  maiden  name  being  Guri  Olson.  They  came  to  America  in  1870,  and 
settled  in  Dane  County,  this  state.  In  1872  they  came  to  Barron  County,  and 
took  a  homestead  of  120  acres  in  Section  24,  west,  Maple  Grove  Township. 
There  they  started  life  anew,  amid  pioneer  conditions.  Times  were  hard, 
provisions  were  scarce,  stores  were  far  away.  But  they  persevered,  built  log 
buildings,  gradually  cleared  and  cultivated  the  land,  and  become  well-to-do 
citizens.  They  were  deeply  interested  in  church  affairs,  and  faithful  in 
attendance  at  church  meetings.  After  a  worthy  life  well  lived  he  died  in 
1901,  she  having  passed  away  in  1897.  They  were  the  parents  of  five  children : 
Knut  (deceased),  Maggie,  Guri,  Bertha  and  Ole. 

Ole  Tollefson,  an  estimable  farmer,  owner  of  40  acres  of  the  home  place, 
Section  24,  west,  Maple  Grove  Township,  has  seen  the  town  grow  since 
the  earliest  days  when  he  grew  up  here  from  boyhood  to  manhood.  He  was 
born  in  Norway,  Oct.  22,  1859,  the  son  of  Tollef  and  Guri  (Olson)  Knudson, 
the  pioneers.  He  came  here  with  his  parents,  attended  the  district  schools, 
and  learned  farming  from  his  father.  He  has  always  remained  on  the  home 
place,  and  at  his  father’s  death  became  the  owner.  He  sold  80  acres,  and  on 
the  remaining  forty  erected  a  set  of  good  buildings  where  he  now  lives.  Like 
his  neighbors,  he  carries  on  mixed  farming  with  special  attention  to  dairy¬ 
ing.  Mr.  Tollefson  was  married  Sept.  23,  1885,  to  Anna  Amundson,  daughter 
of  Amund  and  Anna  (Torgenson)  Larson,  natives  of  Norway,  the  latter  of 
whom  died  in  the  old  country,  and  the  former  of  whom  came  to  America,  and 
made  his  home  with  his  children  in  Maple  Grove  Township,  this  county,  until 
his  death  in  1898.  In  the  Larson  family  there  were  ten  children :  Ole,  Lewis, 
Andrew,  Bertha,  Mattie,  Peter,  Anna,  Dena,  Simon  and  Oleana,  all  of  whom 
except  Peter,  Anna  and  Oleana  are  dead.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tollefson  had  eleven 
children:  Alma,  Galena,  Clara,  Theodore,  Albert,  Oscar,  Emma,  Mary,  now  the 
wife  of  Selmer  Jadner,  residing  near  Cameron;  Olga,  Alvin  and  Carl.  Alma 
was  born  Feb.  26,  1887,  and  is  now  Mrs.  Ole  Peterson,  of  Rice  Lake,  this 
county.  Galena  was  born  May  1,  1889,  and  is  now  Mrs.  Fred  Tieske,  of 
Mason  City,  Iowa.  Clara  was  born  May  2,  1891,  and  is  now  Mrs.  Ernest 
Burns,  of  Barron.  Theodore  was  born  Aug.  11,  1892,  and  is  at  home. 
Albert  was  born  March  19,  1894,  and  died  Oct.  19,  1918.  He  was  one  of  the 
heroes  of  the  World  War.  He  was  inducted  into  the  United  States  service, 
Oct.  19,  1918,  received  due  training,  was  assigned  to  replacement  troops,  was 
sent  to  France,  and  died  at  Brest.  His  remains  repose  in  the  National 
Cemetery  at  Arlington,  Va.  Oscar  was  born  Aug.  14,  1896,  and  is  at  home. 
Emma  was  born  March  4,  1898,  and  is  the  wife  of  Anstrum  Javner,  living 
near  Cameron  in  this  county.  Mary  was  born  May  13,  1900.  Olga,  born  Sept. 
28,  1902;  Alvin,  born  Dec.  9,  1904,  and  Carl,  bom  Aug.  18,  1908,  are  all  at 
home. 

Albert  M.  Chrislaw,  of  "Clover  View  Stock  Farm”,  ranks  well  among  the 
leading  men  of  Oak  Grove  Township.  Aside  from  successfully  farming,  he 
has  various  other  interests.  He  is  a  director  in  the  Brill  State  Bank  at  Brill; 
a  stockholder  in  the  Brill  Creamery  Company  at  Brill,  and  a  director  in  the 
Lakeside  Hospital  at  Rice  Lake.  As  a  modern  farmer  he  is  active  in  the 
Barron  County  Farm  Bureau,  and  fraternally  he  is  a  popular  member  of  the 
Mystic  Workers.  In  public  life  he  is  a  thorough  believer  in  progress,  and  is 
serving  efficiently  as  supervisor  of  the  township  and  as  director  of  the  school 
board  of  his  district.  Mr.  Chrislaw  was  bom  in  Dane  County,  Wis.,  the  son 
of  John  M.  and  Etta  (Lamont)  Chrislaw.  His  mother  was  a  descendant  in  the 
ninth  generation  of  an  old  American  family.  Both  she  and  her  husband  were 
children  when  they  came  to  Dane  County  and  it  was  there  that  they  were 
subsequently  married  and  resided  on  a  farm  until  1915,  with  the  exception  of 
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a  period  of  three  years  spent  in  the  city  of  Madison  in  the  same  county. 
Thence  they  moved  to  Menomonie  in  Dunn  County,  this  state,  where  they  have 
since  resided.  Albert  M.  was  reared  in  his  native  county,  and  attended 
school  there.  For  some  years  he  farmed  with  his  father.  In  1901  he  came 
to  Barron  County,  and  bought  200  acres  in  Sections  13  and  14,  Oak  Grove 
Township.  Later  he  bought  80  acres  more,  making  a  total  of  280  acres.  He 
cleared  50  acres,  and  erected  a  fine  set  of  modern  buildings,  which  are  well 
arranged  and  convenient  and  are  illuminated  with  the  Delco  lighting  system. 
Here  he  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  and  has  a  fine 
herd  of  pure  blooded  Holstein  cattle.  Mr.  Chrislaw  was  married,  Aug.  18, 
1901,  to  Rose  McChesney,  born  in  Dane  County,  Wis.,  Sept.  10, 1874,  the  daughter 
of  Rudolph  and  Hannah  (Sharp)  McChesney,  natives  respectively  of  New 
York  State  and  England.  Mr.  McChesney  came  to  Rock  County,  Wis.,  in  1848, 
and  from  there  moved  to  Dane  County,  where  he  was  married.  He  died  Oct. 
1,  1891.  His  wife,  who  came  to  Dane  County,  Wis.,  from  England,  died  in 
that  county  May  3,  1913.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chrislaw  have  one  daughter,  Esther 
B.,  who  was  born  June  30,  1904,  and  is  now  attending  the  Rice  Lake  High 
School. 

Anton  Posta,  Section  17,  Oak  Grove  Township,  is  one  of  the  prominent  and 
substantial  men  of  this  part  of  the  county.  He  has  lived  here  twenty  years, 
has  built  up  a  good  farm,  and  has  taken  his  part  in  everything  that  he  believes 
to  be  for  the  best  interests  of  the  community.  When  he  first  came  here,  he  was 
determined  that  he  would  have  as  good  a  farm  as  he  could,  that  he  would 
make  the  community  as  good  as  he  could,  and  that  he  would  give  his  children 
all  the  advantages  he  could.  With  these  objects  in  view,  he  has  worked  early 
and  late,  and  has  achieved  success,  out  of  which  success  he  is  always  willing 
to  assist  in  every  worthy  endeavor.  He  was  born  in  Bohemia,  May  9,  1868,  the 
son  of  Joseph  and  Julia  (Cermak)  Posta,  the  former  of  whom  still  lives  in  that 
country,  the  latter  having  died  there  in  May,  1888.  Anton  received  his  educa¬ 
tion  in  Bohemia,  and  as  a  youth  was  employed  in  iron  and  rolling  mills  there. 
In  1890  he  came  to  America,  and  settled  in  Allegheny,  Penn.,  where  he  was  a 
factory  employe  for  eleven  years.  He  came  to  Wisconsin  in  1901,  and  settled 
on  his  present  farm  of  eighty  acres.  It  was  then  covered  with  a  heavy  forest. 
He  has  cleared  65  acres,  and  erected  a  good  set  of  buildings,  and  now  has  a 
good  place.  When  he  came  here  the  roads  were  very  poor.  He  helped  work 
on  many  of  the  highways  in  the  vicinity,  and  now  his  farm  is  connected  with 
the  outside  world  with  excellent  thoroughfares.  Mr.  Posta  carries  on  general 
farming  and  dairying,  and  makes  a  specialty  of  Red  Poll  and  Holstein  cattle. 
He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Bear  Lake  Creamery  Co.,  owning  the  cheese  factory 
at  Haugen,  and  was  its  trustee  for  two  years.  Mr.  Posta  was  married  May  14, 
1889,  to  Mary  Pergel,  who  died  Nov.  25,  1890.  May  24,  1891,  he  married  Caro¬ 
line  Herbolt,  who  was  born  in  Bohemia,  May  17,  1870,  the  daughter  of  John 
and  Anna  (Stochl)  Herbolt,  natives  of  Bohemia,  in  which  country  they  still 
reside.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Posta  are  the  parents  of  ten  children:  Barbara,  Anton  J., 
Caroline,  Joseph,  William,  Victor,  Helen,  George,  Albina  and  Hermina.  Bar¬ 
bara  was  born  Nov.  13,  1890,  and  is  the  wife  of  Ole  Halverson.  Anton  J.,  born 
Dec.  14,  1894,  was  inducted  into  the  United  States  service,  May  15,  1918,  and 
was  sent  to  Camp  Grant.  He  sailed  for  France  with  Co.  B,  148th  Infantry, 
37th  Division,  served  with  Co.  E,  344th  Infantry,  of  that  Division,  and  was 
wounded  in  action.  He  was  sent  back  to  the  States,  and  was  discharged  April 
20,  1919.  Caroline  is  the  wife  of  Adolph  Stodola,  of  Oak  Grove  Township. 
Joseph  was  born  July  31,  1898;  William,  Sept.  6,  1900;  Victor,  Sept.  17,  1904; 
Helen,  Aug.  10,  1906;  George,  Oct.  2,  1908;  Albina,  Oct.  6,  1910;  and  Hermina, 
Oct.  5,  1912. 

Earl  Bollman,  one  of  the  rising  young  men  of  Oak  Grove  Township,  was 
born  in  O'Brien  County,  Iowa,  son  of  John  and  Susie  (Pratt)  Bollman,  natives 
of  Iowa,  who  farmed  many  years  in  O’Brien  County,  until  the  father’s  death, 
Sept.  30,  1910,  since  which  time  the  mother  has  resided  in  Draper,  Wis.  The 
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subject  of  this  sketch  received  his  education  in  the  district  schools,  helped  on 
the  home  farm,  worked  in  a  creamery  for  five  years  and  for  a  time  was  em¬ 
ployed  at  road  work.  He  came  to  Barron  County  in  1909  and  bought  80  acres 
in  Section  23,  Oak  Grove  Township.  In  successfully  conducting  this  farm  he 
has  made  general  improvements,  has  cleared  about  25  more  acres  of  the  land, 
and  in  1916  erected  a  fine  barn,  32  by  84  feet,  with  full  Louden  barn  equip¬ 
ment.  In  addition  to  raising  general  crops,  he  makes  a  specialty  of  a  good 
herd  of  Guernsey  cattle,  headed  by  a  full-blooded  sire.  In  public  life  he  is 
doing  good  work  as  clerk  of  his  school  board.  Mr.  Bollman  was  married  April 
24,  1909,  to  Caroline  Cook,  who  died  June  12,  1916,  leaving  four  children: 
Beatrice,  born  Jan.  28,  1910;  Bernard,  born  Dec.  30,  1911;  Leonard,  born  Sept. 
17,  1913;  and  Louis,  born  June  2,  1916.  Mr.  Bollman  was  married  Aug.  19, 
1920,  to  Loretta  McGough,  who  was  born  Aug.  23,  1900,  in  this  county,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Patrick  and  Rosa  (Cosgrove)  McGough,  now  living  in  Oak  Grove  Town¬ 
ship.  This  union  has  resulted  in  one  child,  Irene  Mary.  The  family  faith  is 
that  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

Henry  L.  Snider,  an  enterprising  farmer  who  owns  and  operates  40  acres 
in  Section  27,  west,  Maple  Grove  Township,  where  he  successfully  carries  on 
mixed  farming  and  dairying,  was  born  in  Marshall  County,  Indiana,  Jan.  13, 
1892,  son  of  James  and  Mildred  (Riley)  Snider,  natives  of  Indiana,  who  came 
to  Barron  County  in  1900,  and  bought  80  acres  in  Section  26  and  27,  west,  Maple 
Grove  Township,  cleared  40  acres,  developed  the  place  in  various  ways  and  still 
carries  on  farming  there.  In  the  family  there  were  thirteen  children:  Henry 
L.,  Charles,  Elmer,  Mary,  Minnie,  Perry,  Bessie,  Elsie,  Winnie,  Vera,  Oscar, 
Franklin  and  James.  Henry  L.  received  his  early  education  in  the  district 
schools,  and  learned  farming  with  his  parents.  He  then  rented  farms  for  a 
while,  living  at  North  Freedom,  Wis.,  and  Luck,  Wis.  For  a  few  months  in 
1911  he  worked  at  a  summer  resort  at  Birchwood  one  summer.  He  bought  his 
present  place  in  1919.  Mr.  Snider  served  in  Europe  during  the  World  War. 
He  was  inducted  into  the  service  Aug.  2,  1918,  trained  for  the  Heavy  Artillery, 
was  assigned  to  replacement  troops,  was  encamped  in  England  for  a  month,  and 
was  discharged  Jan.  8,  1919.  Mr.  Snider  was  married  Nov.  8,  1917,  to  Hazel 
Halloway,  daughter  of  Anson  and  Isabelle  (Cox)  Halloway,  of  this  township. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Snider  have  two  children,  Raymond  H.,  born  Aug.  21,  1918;  and 
Dorothy  N.,  born  Oct.  5,  1920. 

EmeBt  Snyder,  a  prosperous  young  farmer,  who  is  operating  the  home 
farm,  Section  27,  west,  Maple  Grove  Township,  which  he  has  rented  since  1917, 
is  one  of  the  active  men  of  the  community,  and  is  forging  his  way  to  success. 
He  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  and  makes  a  specialty  of  a  good 
herd  of  Holsteins,  headed  by  full-blooded  sires.  He  was  born  in  Indiana  Oct. 
28,  1894,  was  brought  to  Maple  Grove  Township  by  his  parents,  Charles  and 
Rebecca  (Kitch)  Snyder,  and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Hillsdale 
and  reared  to  farm  pursuits.  He  was  married  Nov.  25,  1916,  to  Grace  Perkins, 
daughter  of  Jesse  and  Anna  (Curries)  Perkins,  natives  of  southern  Wisconsin, 
who  came  to  Barron  County,  and  settled  in  Maple  Grove  Township,  where 
they  lived  until  1916,  when  they  retired  and  moved  to  Barron.  In  the  family 
there  were  six  children,  William,  Edward,  Maude,  Loran,  Loretta  and  Grace. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Snyder  have  one  child,  Laird  O.,  born  July  29,  1920. 

John  Severson,  a  native  of  this  county,  and  a  well-liked  citizen,  is  farming 
on  85  acres  of  the  home  place  in  Section  24,  west,  Maple  Grove  Township,  and 
his  industrious  efforts  are  being  crowned  with  success.  He  was  born  on  the 
home  place,  Feb.  3,  1883,  son  of  Henry  and  Lena  (Larson)  Severson,  natives  of 
Norway,  who  came  to  America  in  1869,  and  settled  in  Maple  Grove  Township, 
where  they  purchased  240  acres  in  Section  24,  west,  a  tract  much  larger  than 
those  purchased  by  most  of  the  settlers.  They  were  true  pioneers,  as  there  were 
but  few  settlers  here  at  that  time,  no  roads  but  the  tote  roads,  and  no  pro¬ 
visions  except  those  to  be  brought  in  by  pack  from  some  far  away  hamlet. 
They  cleared  100  acres,  erected  two  sets  of  buildings,  and  carried  on  farming 
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and  dairying  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  the  father  dying  Feb.  10,  1912,  and 
the  mother,  Dec.  19,  1910.  In  the  family  there  were  six  children :  Simon  (de¬ 
ceased),  John,  Carrie  (deceased),  Olgar  (deceased),  Oscar  and  Richard.  John 
Severson  was  educated  in  the  district  schools,  was  taught  farming  by  his 
father,  and  at  his  father’s  death,  inherited  his  present  farm.  He  was  married 
to  Josephine  Eickstrum,  daughter  of  John  and  Petra  (Erickson)  Eickstrum, 
who  came  to  America  from  Sweden  in  1904,  and  settled  in  Maple  Grove  Town¬ 
ship,  where  they  now  reside.  They  were  the  parents  of  eight  children :  Adolph, 
Erick,  Marie,  Josephine,  Anna,  Clara,  John  and  Petra.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Severson 
have  four  children:  Henry  O.  was  born  April  4,  1912;  Joseph  M.  was  born  Nov. 
25,  1914;  Palmer,  born  Oct.  19,  1916;  and  Vernan,  born  June  4,  1918.  The  fam¬ 
ily  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

John  Gygli,  an  estimable  farmer  of  Section  30,  Oak  Grove  Township,  was 
born  in  Switzerland,  Feb.  15,  1857,  the  son  of  Arthur  and  Anna  (Summer)  Gygli, 
who  spent  the  span  of  their  years  in  that  country.  He  was  reared  and  educated 
in  his  native  land,  and  there  learned  the  carpenters’  trade.  In  1883  he  came 
to  America,  and  located  at  Monroe,  in  Green  County,  this  state.  For  a  while 
he  was  a  farm  helper,  and  then  rented  a  place.  From  there,  in  1907,  he  came 
to  Barron  County,  and  acquired  his  present  farm  of  160  acres.  He  has  cleared 
50  acres,  put  up  fences,  and  erected  a  complete  set  of  buildings,  so  that  he  now 
has  a  good  modern  place,  as  well  improved  as  any  in  the  neighborhood.  He 
successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  and  has  a  good  herd  of 
Holstein  cattle,  with  a  full-blooded  sire  at  the  head.  He  has  held  office  as 
treasurer  of  his  church.  Mr.  Gygli  was  married  Dec.  29,  1887,  to  Margaret 
Kundert,  who  was  born  in  Switzerland,  May  9,  1864,  the  daughter  of  Abraham 
and  Margaret  (Heitz)  Kundert,  natives  of  that  country,  who  came  to  America 
in  1881,  and  settled  in  Monroe,  Green  County,  Wis.  The  mother  died  in  1893, 
and  in  1905,  the  father  moved  to  the  village,  where  he  still  lives.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Gygli  had  twelve  children:  John,  born  March  13,  1889,  lives  in  Haugen.  Mar¬ 
garet,  born  May  9,  1890,  was  the  wife  of  Leo  Gaylord,  who  died  in  1912.  She 
subsequently  married  Melvin  O.  Nelson  of  Rice  Lake.  Anna,  the  wife  of  Louis 
Gammelgard,  of  Sarona,  Wis.,  was  born  April  5,  1893.  Lena,  born  Oct.  5,  1894, 
and  Marie,  born  Feb.  9,  1896,  are  at  home.  Fred,  born  July  17,  1897,  now  op¬ 
erates  a  poultry  farm  at  Occidental,  Cal.  Henry,  born  April  21,  1899,  is  at 
home,  and  manages  the  home  place.  Rose,  born  Sept.  13,  1900,  is  a  teacher. 
Frieda,  born  Nov.  14,  1903,  attends  the  Rice  Lake  High  School.  Helen  was 
born  Jan.  10,  1906;  Edwin,  June  17,  1908;  and  Harry,  Aug.  10,  1909.  The  fam¬ 
ily  faith  is  that  of  the  Swiss  Reform  Church  at  Rice  Lake. 

Levi  Walker,  a  modern  farmer,  who  owns  a  good  place  of  60  acres  in  Sec¬ 
tion  32,  west,  Maple  Grove  Township,  was  born  Jan.  3,  1880,  in  Sauk  County, 
Wis.,  son  of  Plinny  and  Jane  (Heinman)  Walker,  natives  of  New  York  State, 
who  came  to  Wisconsin  in  the  late  fifties,  and  later  purchased  40  acres  in  Sauk 
County,  where  they  lived  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  he  dying  in  1912  and  she 
in  1910.  Plinny  Walker  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  serving  nearly  four 
years  in  that  conflict  with  a  Wisconsin  regiment.  He  and  his  wife  were  the 
parents  of  nine  children:  Susan  (deceased),  Norman,  Loretta,  Rachael,  May, 
Amelia,  Levi,  Orlo  and  Everett.  Levi  Walker  received  his  early  education 
and  training  in  his  native  county,  and  remained  with  his  parents  until  1905. 
Then  for  six  years  he  rented  farms,  and  subsequently  purchased  80  acres  in 
that  county,  which  he  operated  for  five  years.  It  was  in  1916  that  he  came  to 
Barron  County,  and  purchased  his  present  place.  He  renovated  the  house, 
repaired  the  buildings,  and  in  1920  built  a  commodious  barn,  34  by  84  feet, 
furnished  with  complete  humane  barn  equipment.  He  carries  on  mixed  farm¬ 
ing  and  dairying,  and  makes  a  specialty  of  a  herd  of  Holsteins  with  a  full- 
blooded  sire  at  its  head.  As  a  public-spirited  citizen  he  has  served  on  the 
school  board  for  three  years.  His  fraternal  relations  are  with  the  Odd  Fel¬ 
lows  and  the  Beavers.  His  church  is  that  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  denomina¬ 
tion.  In  April,  1920,  he  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  his  right  hand  while  saw- 
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ing  lumber  at  a  neighbor’s  home.  Mr.  Walker  was  married  Jan.  4,  1901,  to 
Nettie  Singletary,  who  died  Dec.  24, 1918.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Eugene  and 
Lottie  (Hyde)  Singletary,  both  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walker  had 
three  children:  Keith  S.,  born  Feb.  3,  1904;  Bernice  J.,  born  Nov.  6,  1905;  and 
Raymond,  born  April  11,  1909. 

William  S.  Adams,  a  well-liked  farmer,  owning  80  acres  in  Section  7,  Maple 
Grove  Township,  was  born  in  Eau  Claire  County,  this  state,  Feb.  16,  1890,  son 
of  John  and  Katherine  (Gooder)  Adams,  natives  respectively  of  Wisconsin  and 
Pennsylvania,  who  farmed  in  Wisconsin  and  Montana  for  many  years,  and  in 
1915  moved  to  Minneapolis,  where  the  father  died  Sept.  18,  1920,  and  where  the 
mother  still  lives.  In  the  family  there  were  four  children:  Margaret,  Chris¬ 
tina,  Clarence  and  William  S.  William  S.  received  a  thorough  district  school 
education  and  learned  farming  from  his  parents.  In  1910  he  took  a  homestead 
of  320  acres  in  Montana,  on  which  he  proved  up.  In  1914  he  came  back  to  this 
state,  and  rented  his  father’s  farm.  He  bought  his  present  place  in  1919.  He 
has  made  general  improvements,  broke  about  15  acres,  and  carries  on  mixed 
farming  and  dairying,  making  a  specialty  of  a  good  herd  of  Holsteins,  headed 
by  a  full-blooded  sire.  Mr.  Adams  married  Etta  Whitford,  daughter  of  Charles 
and  Louisa  (Whitford)  Whitford,  who  are  now  farming  in  Eau  Claire  County, 
this  state.  In  the  Whitford  family  there  were  eight  children:  Laura,  John, 
Ira,  Elliott,  Etta,  Walter,  Olive  and  Helen.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Adams  are  the  par¬ 
ents  of  six  children:  Louisa,  born  May  3,  1911;  Jeannette,  born  Oct.  25,  1912; 
Richard,  born  Nov.  3,  1914;  Jacob,  born  Sept.  7,  1915;  John,  born  Jan.  15,  1918; 
and  Anton,  born  April  1,  1920. 

A.  James  Van  Helden,  a  scientific  farmer,  has  a  good  farm  of  80  acres  in 
Section  27,  Oak  Grove  Township,  to  which  he  came  in  1911,  and  where  he  has 
devoted  his  time  to  general  farming  and  dairying,  taking  pride  in  gradually 
developing  his  place.  He  has  a  good  house  and  outbuildings,  the  fences  are  all 
in  repair,  the  equipment  in  tools,  implements  and  machinery,  is  of  the  best. 
His  barn,  34  by  72  feet,  with  Louden  barn  equipment,  is  one  of  the  best  to  be 
found  in  the  county.  His  herd  of  Holsteins  contains  a  few  full-bloods  and  he 
has  a  full-blooded  sire.  His  swine  are  of  the  Poland  China  breed.  In  addition 
to  his  farm,  his  holdings  include  stock  in  the  Consumers’  Store  at  Rice  Lake. 
He  and  his  family  attend  the  Catholic  Church.  He  was  born  June  21,  1884,  in 
Waldfeucht,  Germany,  son  of  Henry  and  Katherine  (Heggen)  Van  Helden, 
now  of  this  county.  He  was  reared  in  his  native  country,  worked  for  his 
father  on  the  farm,  and  served  the  usual  three  years  in  the  German  army,  being 
in  the  artillery  branch  of  the  service.  He  came  to  America  in  1910  and  set¬ 
tled  in  Barron  County.  He  purchased  his  present  farm  a  year  later.  Mr.  Van 
Helden  was  married  June  6,  1911,  to  Julia  Frolik,  who  was  born  in  Manitowoc 
County,  Wis.,  daughter  of  Frank  and  Barbara  (Wagner)  Frolik.  This  union 
has  been  blessed  with  six  children:  Henry  L.,  born  May  21,  1912,  who  died 
Jan.  24,  1913;  Alice  B.,  born  Aug.  5,  1913;  Aloysius  T.,  born  April  13,  1915; 
Francis  Laura,  born  June  29,  1917;  Josephine  A.,  born  March  13,  1919;  and 
George  Valentine,  born  April  23,  1921. 

John  Stucky,  a  well  known  retired  farmer  of  Oak  Grove  Township,  experi¬ 
enced  dairyman,  and  for  some  years  prominently  identified  with  the  cheese¬ 
making  industry  of  Green  County,  this  state,  was  born  Sept.  29,  1856,  in  Berne, 
Switzerland,  and  was  there  reared  and  educated.  Living  $svhe  did  in  a  region 
known  the  world  over  for  its  cheesemaking,  it  is  natural  thait  he  early  became 
interested  in  that  line.  As  a  youth  he  became  a  master  of -the  chesiemaking 
and  buttermaking  trade,  and  for  some  years  was  employed  in  cheesemaking 
and  milk  buying.  He  came  to  America  in  1887,  and  located  in  Green  County, 
where  for  six  years  he  worked  in  a  cheese  factory  at  Nesse  and  Dailyvill.  Then 
with  his  brother,  Fred,  he  purchased  the  Elfres  Creamery  at  Elfres,  and  the 
Pleasant  Valley  Creamery  three  miles  from  there.  These  they  operated,  mak¬ 
ing  butter  and  cheese  for  seventeen  years.  In  1908  he  purchased  160  acres  of 
land  in  Section  14,  Oak  Grove  Township,  this  county,  but  did  not  then  occupy  it. 


Digi 


Google 


334 


HISTORY  OF  BARRON  COUNTY 


Two  years  later  he  sold  one  of  the  factories,  and  exchanged  the  other  for  360 
acres  in  Bear  Lake  Township,  this  county.  He  then  moved  here  and  occupied 
the  Oak  Grove  farm.  Sixty  acres  were  already  broken.  He  broke  sixty  more, 
making  a  fine  tract  of  120  acres  of  well-tilled,  well-cultivated  and  productive 
land.  In  improving  this  land,  he  has  erected  a  fine  set  of  buildings.  The 
house  is  comfortable  and  well  arranged.  The  barn  is  32  by  70  feet,  with  the 
King  ventilating  system,  full  James  barn  equipment,  and  Pine  Tree  milking 
machine.  For  many  years  he  conducted  this  farm  for  dairy  purposes  ex¬ 
clusively,  taking  especial  pride  in  his  fine  herd  of  Holsteins,  of  which  several 
of  the  cows  and  all  the  sires  are  full-blooded.  After  a  successful  career,  Mr. 
Stucky  retired  in  1920,  and  turned  the  active  management  of  the  farm  over  to 
the  sons,  John  F.  and  Arinin,  who  are  likewise  devoting  their  entire  attention 
to  dairying.  The  whole  family  stands  high  in  the  community,  the  Stucky  farm 
is  always  the  scene  of  busy  and  intelligent  industry,  and  the  Stucky  home 
one  of  the  centers  of  hospitality  in  the  community.  The  family  attends  the 
Swiss  Reform  Church  at  Rice  Lake.  Mr.  Stucky  was  married  March  16,  1879, 
in  Switzerland,  to  Mary  Schneider,  who  was  born  in  that  country  Aug.  29, 
1866,  and  died  Jan.  29,  1919.  In  the  family  there  were  five  children:  Martha, 
who  was  born  Jan.  4,  1880,  and  died  July  26,  1903;  Ida,  who  was  born  Oct.  11, 
1881,  and  died  May  30,  1893;  Will,  who  was  born  May  3,  1886,  and  is  now  in 
Washburn  County;  John  F.,  who  was  born  April  26,  1891,  now  on  the  home 
farm;  and  Armin,  born  April  18,  1896,  also  now  on  the  home  farm.  John  F. 
was  inducted  into  the  United  States  service  Sept.  17,  1917,  from  this  county. 
He  reached  Camp  Grant,  Rockford,  Ill.,  the  next  day.  Feb.  20,  1918,  he  was 
transferred  to  Camp  Green,  with  Co.  E,  68th  Infantry.  He  was  sent  to  Camp 
Mills  April  26  and  sailed  for  France  May  16,  1918.  Upon  arriving  there  he  saw 
service  in  Europe  for  fifteen  months  in  the  Expeditionary  Army  in  France  and 
in  the  Occupation  Army  in  Germany.  He  proved  himself  a  valiant  soldier 
under  fire  at  the  Aisne-Marne,  the  St.  Mihiel  offensive,  the  Meuse-Argonne 
campaign,  and  the  fighting  in  the  Velse  and  Toulon  sectors.  He  returned  to 
the  United  States  Aug.  1,  1919,  and  was  discharged  at  Camp  Grant,  seven  days 
later,  and  at  once  returned  home. 

Patrick  Russell  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  in  this  northern  part  of 
Barron  County.  He  came  here  in  the  late  sixties  and  took  a  claim  of  160 
acres  in  Section  26,  Oak  Grove  Township.  It  is  difficult  for  the  present 
generation,  looking  out  upon  this  prosperous  farming  country,  to  realize  how 
wild  the  region  then  was.  Great  forests  stretched  to  the  north,  south,  east 
and  west,  in  which  roamed  almost  undisturbed  the  beasts  of  the  woods,  and 
where  camped  the  Indians  who  still  considered  that  their  rights  to  occupy  the 
land  were  still  undisturbed,  though  their  actual  ownership  had  long  since 
passed  away.  There  were  a  few  lumber  camps  here  and  there,  and  desolate 
stretches  of  stump  and  brush  which  showed  where  lumber  camps  had 
previously  existed.  There  were  few  roads,  almost  all  the  traffic  being  over 
the  “tote  roads"  of  the  loggers.  Settlers  were  few  and  far  between,  and  these 
few  who  had  had  the  courage  to  locate  in  the  wilds  were  living  in  log  cabins, 
without  comforts,  and  by  the  hardest  kind  of  work  and  the  most  stringent  of 
privations,  were  endeavoring  to  establish  for  themselves  and  their  children  a 
prosperous  farm.  Mr.  Russell  was  a  useful  man  for  such  a  community,  and 
he  soon  became  a  real  leader  among  his  fellows.  The  log  cabin  in  which  he 
first  lived  is  still  standing,  and  with  it  the  brick  chimney,  which  was  the  first 
of  its  kind  in  the  township,  possibly  in  the  whole  northern  part  of  the  county. 
By  hard  work  he  gradually  cleared  the  land,  and  each  year  added  to  his 
prosperity.  He  was  known  far  and  wide  among  the  pioneers  as  a  breeder  and 
breaker  of  oxen,  and  some  years  he  had  two  pair  to  sell,  a  fact  which  won  for 
him  the  gratitude  of  the  neighbors,  as  oxen  were  few  and  yet  were  almost  indis¬ 
pensable  for  pioneer  endeavor  in  that  region.  As  a  public  official,  Mr. 
Russell  helped  to  survey  and  build  some  of  the  first  roads  in  the  township. 
Year  by  year  his  hard  work  showed  results,  and  in  time  he  was  enabled  to 


litized  by  GoOglC 


HISTORY  OF  BARRON  COUNTY 


335 


erect  a  fine  set  of  modern  buildings.  He  was  still  hale  and  hearty  at  72, 
when  he  died  Jan.  26,  1912.  In  his  passing  the  town  lost  a  valued  citizen  and 
his  family  lost  a  good  husband  and  father.  Mr.  Russell  was  born  in  Ireland 
Oct.  18,  1840,  and  was  brought  to  Canada  by  his  parents  when  he  was  about  five 
years  old.  He  was  reared  in  Canada,  and  devoted  his  youth  to  farming  and 
working  in  the  woods.  Going  to  the  vicinity  of  New  York,  he  was  for  some 
time  engaged  in  that  locality  in  the  lumber  business  with  a  brother.  In  1863 
he  came  to  Wisconsin  and  located  at  Chippewa  Falls,  where  he  worked  in  the 
lumber  woods  for  a  few  years  before  coming  to  Barron  County  to  live.  He 
was  married,  Sept.  17,  1863,  to  Catherine  Murphy,  who  was  born  in  Canada, 
Dec.  25,  1850.  This  union  has  resulted  in  eleven  children :  Catherine,  John  W., 
James  M.,  Charles  A.,  Marie,  Margaret*  Anna,  Beth,  George  J.,  Sadie  and 
William  A.  After  Mr.  Russell’s  death,  two  of  the  sons,  George  J.  and  Charles 
A.  became  managers  of  the  place  for  their  mother.  They  are  both  substantial 
and  solid  men,  thoroughly  versed  in  farming,  and  are  already  among  the 
leading  agriculturists  of  the  township.  They  have  continued  the  work  of 
their  father  and  added  to  the  farm  improvements.  In  1914  they  erected  a 
large  modern  dairy  barn,  with  full  Star  equipment.  They  carry  on  mixed 
farming  and  dairying,  and  have  a  good  herd  of  Durhams  with  full  blooded 
sires  at  its  head.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

Theodore  Amundson,  pioneer  of  Maple  Grove  Township,  now  deceased, 
underwent  all  the  hardships  of  early  life  in  a  new  country,  he  saw  the  county 
grow  from  a  wilderness  into  a  prosperous  dairy  and  farming  country,  and  in 
its  general  development  he  took  his  share  and  part.  He  was  bom  in  Norway, 
and  was  there  married  to  Mary  Evenson.  They  came  to  America  in  1860,  and 
settled  in  Vernon  County,  this  state,  where  they  bought  40  acres  of  land.  It 
was  in  1871  that  they  came  to  Barron  County,  and  took  a  homestead  of  160 
acres  in  Section  30,  Maple  Grove  Township.  This  land  was  all  wild,  there 
were  no  roads,  the  dense  woods  had  not  been  cut  over,  provisions  were  scarce 
and  comforts  few.  But  they  persevered,  they  cleaned  65  of  the  160  acres,  they 
established  a  good  home,  and  reared  a  family  of  eight  children.  After  a  long 
and  useful  life,  he  died  in  1906,  and  his  wife,  Nov.  9,  1918,  both  meeting  with 
accidental  death.  Their  children  were:  Adolph,  Amelia,  Bergenie,  Palma,  Fred, 
Melvin,  Hjelmar  and  Hilda.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian 
Lutheran  Church. 

Fred  Amundson,  section  26,  west,  Maple  Grove  Township,  was  bom  in 
the  township  where  he  still  resides,  Jan.  20,  1880,  son  of  Theodore  and  Mary 
(Evenson)  Amundson,  the  pioneers.  He  attended  the  district  school,  was 
reared  on  the  home  place  to  farm  life,  and  after  his  father’s  death,  operated 
it  for  a  while  for  his  mother.  In  1908,  determined  to  see  something  of  the 
world  before  settling  down  to  his  life  work,  he  went  to  St.  Paul.  There  he 
took  a  course  in  the  Victor  Barber  College,  and  subsequently  worked  at  his 
trade,  in  the  meantime,  however,  receiving  considerable  experience  as  a  street 
car  conductor.  In  1910  he  went  to  Spokane,  Wash.  There  he  worked  as  a 
street  car  conductor  for  a  while,  and  as  a  farmer  for  a  while.  From  there, 
with  some  picked  companions  he  made  a  bicycle  trip  of  1,500  miles  to  Wil¬ 
liams,  Calif.,  a  feat  which  attracted  considerable  attention  at  the  time  and 
is  still  remembered  in  athletic  circles  on  the  Pacific  coast.  While  in  the  West 
he  visited  the  famous  Yosemite  Valley.  Upon  his  return  to  Barron  County  in 
1912,  he  spent  a  few  months  with  his  brother,  Adolph.  In  1913  he  moved  onto 
40  acres  in  Section  26,  west.  Maple  Grove  Township,  which  he  had  purchased 
in  1904.  He  cleared  and  stumped  28  acres,  erected  good  buildings,  acquired 
suitable  equipment,  and  now  carries  on  mixed  farming  and  dairying.  His 
financial  interests  include  stock  in  the  Cameron  Telephone  Co.  Mr.  Amund¬ 
son  was  married  April  14,  1915,  to  Olena  Olson,  daughter  of  Ole  and  Bertha 
Flekkrud,  natives  of  Norway,  where  the  father  died  and  where  the  mother 
is  still  living.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Amundson  have  a  daughter,  Beatrice  M.,  born 
July  17,  1916. 
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Lara  Amundson,  now  deceased,  was  for  many  years  a  substantial  and  re¬ 
spected  citizen  of  Maple  Grove  Township.  He  was  born  in  Norway,  July  6, 
1847,  and  there  received  his  early  education.  He  came  to  America  in  the  late 
fifties  and  settled  in  Wisconsin.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War  he  en¬ 
listed  and  served  until  the  close  of  that  conflict.  Some  years  afterward  he 
came  to  Barron  County,  took  a  claim  in  Maple  Grove  Township  and  developed 
a  good  farm.  In  his  old  age  he  retired  and  took  up  his  residence  in  the 
Soldiers’  Home  in  Milwaukee,  where  he  died  July  3,  1912.  Mr.  Amundson  was 
married  July  3,  1870,  to  Margaret  Tollefson,  daughter  of  Turie  and  Gertie 
(Tollefson)  Peterson.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Amundson  had  seven  children:  Tollef, 
Albert,  Lewis,  Gina,  Andrew,  Olaf  and  Anna,  the  four  youngest  of  whom  are 
dead. 

Tollef  L.  Amundson,  successful  general  merchant  at  Wickware,  was  born 
on  a  farm  in  Maple  Grove  Township  March  30,  1875,  son  of  Lars  and 
Margaret  Amundson.  He  received  his  education  in  the  district  schools  and 
as  a  young  man  worked  for  his  father.  In  1902  he  was  appointed  postmaster 
at  Wickware  Village  and  opened  a  general  store  there,  which  he  now  con¬ 
tinues.  He  has  been  very  prosperous  and  has  built  up  a  large  trade  by  his 
square  business  methods  and  pleasing  personality.  He  is  interested  in  public 
affairs  and  has  done  good  service  as  clerk  of  the  School  Board  for  several 
years.  He  makes  his  home  with  his  mother. 

Rev.  Edmund  E.  Savageau,  R.  C.,  pastor  of  the  Parish  of  Our  Lady  of 
IiOrds,  at  Dobie,  rector  of  the  church  of  that  name,  and  preceptor  of  the 
parochial  school,  is  one  of  the  vital  personal  influences  in  the  life  of  the 
northeastern  part  of  Barron  County.  As  a  pastor  of  the  parish  he  has  ful¬ 
filled  the  best  traditions  and  ideals  of  his  calling,  he  is  revered  by  his  own 
flock,  and  respected  by  those  not  of  his  faith,  and  his  sermons  and  administra¬ 
tions,  through  God,  are  a  source  of  real  inspiration  to  higher  living.  His 
scholarship  is  of  a  high  order  and  shows  not  only  in  his  sermons,  but  in  the 
success  which  he  has  had  as* an  instructor  in  his  school.  Much  as  he  is 
cherished  by  the  older  people  and  loved  by  ti:e  boys  and  girls,  however,  his 
greatest  work  has  probably  been  among  the  young  men,  who  in  addition  to 
their  esteem  for  him  as  a  pastor  and  teacher,  honor  him  for  the  part  he 
played  as  a  man  and  chaplain  during  the  World  War,  and  find  in  him  one  who 
understands  all  a  young  man’s  problems.  He  is  thoroughly  modern  in 
methods,  is  an  enthusiastic  community  worker,  makes  of  his  church  a  real 
community  center,  is  gradually  working  toward  full  recreational  and  social 
equipment,  and  to  this  end  has  organized  a  large  band  and  glee  club,  his 
previous  musical  experience  standing  him  in  especial  stead  in  this  particular 
line  of  work.  He  was  born  in  West  Depere,  Brown  County,  this  state,  Dec. 
21,  1891,  son  of  Severe  and  Delia  (Duaine)  Savageau,  then  well  known 
residents  of  that  place.  He  attended  the  public  and  parochial  schools  of  his 
native  place,  and  with  this  preparation  entered  St.  Norbert’s  College  at  West 
Depere,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  B.  A.  in  1907.  He 
made  a  splendid  record  and  was  at  once  engaged  as  an  instructor  in  the  same 
institution,  covering  mathematics,  gymnastics,  etc.  He  was  also  placed  in 
charge  of  the  college  band  in  which  he  has  been  greatly  interested  through 
all  his  college  days.  In  1913  his  eyes  began  to  fail,  and  he  rested  for  a 
while.  He  then  entered  the  St.  Francis  Seminary  at  Milwaukee,  and  there 
finished  his  courses  in  theology,  etc.  He  was  ordained  at  Superior,  April  12, 
1914,  by  the  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  Koudelka.  He  then  became  assistant  to  the 
saintly  and  scholarly  Rev.  S.  A.  Leinfelder,  D.  D.,  Ph.  D.,  rector  of  the  Church 
of  St.  Mary's,  at  Rhinelander,  Wis.  That  pastor  died  Nov.  14,  and  the 
assistant  took  charge  of  the  parish  for  two  months.  On  Jan.  8,  1915,  he  was 
appointed  pastor  of  the  church  at  Nabagman,  Wis.,  where  in  addition  to 
pastoral  duties  at  the  church,  he  conducted  mission  services  at  Blueberry, 
Winnbejou,  South  Range,  etc.,  and  at  the  county  workhouse  and  insane 
asylum.  In  1915  he  was  appointed  pastor  of  the  Church  of  St.  Joseph  at 
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Amery,  Wis.,  with  two  missions,  one  at  Georgetown  and  one  at  Clear  Lake. 
In  July,  1917,  he  became  pastor  of  St.  Louis  Parish  at  Superior,  Wis.,  under  the 
learned  Bishop  Koudelka.  From  there  he  offered  his  services  to  the  United 
States  government  as  a  chaplain  in  the  Navy.  He  was  assigned  to  his 
present  parish,  March  15,  1920.  Upon  entering  the  naval  service  he  took 
preliminary  training  at  Boston.  He  received  an  order  to  join  the  U.  S.  S.  S. 
Pueblo,  then  at  Rio  Janiero,  South  America.  This  order  was  revoked  in  favor 
of  the  battleship  Vermont.  He  travelled  the  high  seas  in  Pacific  and  Atlantic 
waters  with  the  fleet  on  an  extended  cruise.  From  Mare  Island  navy  yard, 
California,  he  went  to  his  home,  arriving  there  Feb.  16,  1920,  and  there  re¬ 
ceived  his  commission  as  Lieutenant  (J.  B.),  C.  H.  C.,  U.  S.  N.  F.  R.  Rev. 
Savageau  comes  of  a  good  family  of  substantial  people.  The  father,  Severe 
Savageau  was  born  in  Canada  of  French  descent,  and  came  to  the  United 
States  in  I860,  settling  near  Green  Bay,  in  Brown  County,  Wis.  There  he 
farmed  and  worked  in  the  logging  woods  for  many  years.  His  good  wife  was 
a  native  of  Wisconsin.  They  came  to  Dobie  in  March,  1920,  to  be  near  their 
son.  They  were  the  parents  of  a  large  family,  the  members  of  which  have 
done  well  in  life.  Emanuel,  Laura,  Clara  and  Edmund  (first)  are  dead. 
David,  Odele,  Mary,  Olive,  Severe,  Charles  and  Edmund  E.  are  living. 

Francis  Donnelly,  pioneer  school  teacher  and  farmer,  was  born  in 
Canada,  and  there  received  a  good  education.  He  married  Bridget  Haughian. 
They  came  to  America  in  the  early  seventies,  and  homesteaded  160  acres  in 
Section  26,  Oak  Grove  Township,  this  county.  He  cleared  a  small  tract,  put 
up  a  log  cabin  and  sheds,  and  started  to  develop  a  farm,  teaching  in  the  mean¬ 
time  in  the  early  rural  schools  for  a  very  small  wage  in  order  to  secure  a  little 
money.  As  the  years  passed,  he  succeeded  in  clearing  seventy  acres,  and  re¬ 
placed  the  original  crude  structures  with  good  modern  buildings.  Being  a 
man  of  superior  intelligence,  it  is  natural  that  his  official  services  should  be 
in  demand,  and  he  was  called  upon  to  serve  several  years  as  a  member  of  the 
town  board  and  a  member  of  the  county  board,  of  which  latter  he  was  chair¬ 
man  a  number  of  years.  He  was  also  on  the  school  board  for  many  years. 
In  all,  his  was  a  useful  life,  and  he  is  remembered  as  one  of  the  influential, 
and  one  of  the  foremost  men  of  the  township.  He  died  March  1,  1908,  and  in 
his  death  the  town  lost  a  good  citizen  and  his  family  a  loving  and  understand¬ 
ing  husband  and  father.  The  widow  now  lives  in  Herbert,  Canada,  with  her 
son,  Patrick.  There  are  nine  children  in  the  family:  Bert,  Thomas,  Clara, 
Charles,  Elizabeth,  Minnie,  Margaret,  Patrick  and  James  J.  All  have  done 
well  in  their  respective  communities.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  church. 

Charles  C.  Donnelly,  a  prominent  farmer  of  Oak  Grove  Township,  was 
born  on  the  farm  where  he  now  lives,  April  28,  1887,  son  of  Francis  and 
Bridget  (Haughian)  Donnelly,  the  pioneers.  He  was  reared  on  the  home 
farm,  attended  the  district  school,  and  learned  farming  from  his  father.  In 
1908  he  took  over  the  management  of  the  home  farm  for  his  mother.  In  1911 
he  rented  it,  and  in  1918  he  purchased  it.  Here  he  carries  on  general  farm¬ 
ing  and  dairying  on  a  successful  scale.  He  has  a  good  herd  of  Holsteins 
headed  by  a  full  blooded  sire,  and  a  good  drove  of  Duroc  Jersey  swine,  in 
addition  to  other  domestic  animals.  Mr.  Donnelly  is  one  of  the  real  leaders 
of  his  community.  As  a  farmer  he  is  alert  to  every  possibility,  everything 
about  his  place  is  well  cared  for,  his  methods  are  of  the  best,  and  his  opinions 
on  argicultural  subjects  are  of  value.  He  is  one  of  those  men  who,  being 
successful  in  their  personal  ventures,  believe  in  encouraging  every  good 
effort  for  business  advancement,  and  he  has  therefore  taken  stock  in  the  Brill 
Co-operative  Creamery,  the  Consumers’  Store  in  Rice  Lake,  and  the  Campia 
Equity  Exchange.  As  a  believer  in  education.,  he  has  done  good  service  on 
the  school  board.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus 
and  of  the  Catholic  Foresters.  Mr.  Donnelly  was  married  Oct.  28,  1911,  to 
Bessie  De  Long,  who  died  April  27,  1916,  leaving  two  sons,  Robert,  born  Aug. 
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12,  1912,  and  Donald,  born  March  31,  1916.  Feb.  5,  1918,  he  married  Corinne 
McLeod,  daughter  of  Michael  and  Mary  (Kelly)  McLeod.  By  this  union  there 
is  one  child,  Marjorie,  born  April  15,  1920. 

Joseph  Gabriel,  Sr.,  a  retired  farmer,  still  living  on  the  home  place  in 
Section  25,  Oak  Grove  Township,  was  born  in  Bohemia,  Dec.  11,  1861,  son  of 
John  and  Margaret  Gabriel,  natives  of  Bohemia,  who  came  to  America  in 
1871,  and  settled  in  Manitowoc  County,  Wis.,  where  they  farmed  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  their  lives.  Joseph  was  a  youngster  of  ten  when  his  parents 
brought  him  to  Wisconsin.  He  attended  school  for  a  while,  and  worked  with 
his  father  until  1881.  Then  he  rented  the  farm  for  three  years.  In  1884  he 
moved  to  the  city  of  Manitowoc,  where  he  was  variously  employed  for  several 
years,  part  of  the  time  in  a  glue  factory.  He  came  to  Barron  County  in  1900 
and  bought  80  acres  in  Section  25,  Oak  Grove  Township.  To  this,  in  1910, 
he  added  80  acres  more  in  the  same  section.  He  cleared  60  acres,  erected  a 
sightly  set  of  buildings,  and  developed  what  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  best 
farms  in  the  township.  He  successfully  carried  on  general  farming  and 
dairying  until  1916  when  he  retired  and  turned  the  place  over  to  his  son, 
Joseph,  who  operated  it  until  Jan.  1,  1921,  when  he  assumed  the  management 
of  the  Rice  Lake  Hotel  at  Rice  Lake.  Mr.  Gabriel  reserved  for  himself  a  few 
acres  a  short  distance  from  the  old  home,  and  there  he  has  built  a  pretty 
modern  bungalow,  where  he  will  spend  the  afternoon  of  life  free  from  the 
more  strenuous  duties  of  farm  endeavor.  He  is  one  of  the  leaders  in  the  com¬ 
munity,  did  good  work  on  the  school  board  for  a  number  of  years,  and  is  a 
stockholder  in  the  Brill  creamery.  He  was  married  April  21,  1885,  in  Manito¬ 
woc  County,  this  state,  to  Mary  Dvorak,  who  was  born  in  Bohemia,  Dec.  5, 
1868,  the  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (Kolosuf)  Dvorak,  natives  of  Bohemia, 
who  came  to  America  in  1872,  and  located  in  Manitowoc  County,  where  they 
spent  the  remainder  of  their  days.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gabriel  have  three  children, 
Joseph,  Anna  and  Mamie.  Joseph  was  born  Feb.  12,  1886,  and  now  lives  at 
Rice  Lake,  Wis.  Anna  was  born  Oct.  10,  1888,  and  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Ebel, 
of  Oak  Grove  Township.  Mamie  was  born  May  2,  1890  and  died  two  months 
later.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church. 

Andrew  P.  Lewis,  a  progressive  farmer  of  Sections  5  and  8,  Oak  Grove 
Township,  has  built  up  a  good  place  which  is  as  sightly  as  any  to  be  found  in 
the  neighborhood.  He  came  here  in  1908,  and  bought  190  acres,  of  which  he 
has  cleared  50  acres,  leaving  the  remainder  in  timber  and  pasturage.  He  has 
erected  a  pleasant  ten-room  bungalow,  a.  good  barn,  36  by  92  feet,  with  the 
West  Bend  equipment,  and  other  farm  buildings.  His  machinery  is  of  the 
best.  He  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying  and  has  a  herd 
of  mixed  Holstein  cattle,  headed  by  a  full  blooded  sire.  He  is  rearing  a  fine 
family  of  children,  and  is  doing  his  duty  as  a  good  citizen  in  every  respect. 
Mr.  Lewis  was  born  in  Upshur  County,  West  Virginia,  Feb.  3,  1877,  son  of 
Granville  and  Barbara  (Haider)  Lewis,  natives  respectively  of  West  Virginia 
and  Switzerland,  who  came  to  Wisconsin,  and  settled  in  Green  County,  Wis., 
where  they  are  well  known  and  substantial  farming  people.  In  the  family 
there  are  nine  children:  Bertha  (deceased),  Samantha  (deceased),  Carrie 
(deceased),  Edna  (deceased),  Sophia,  William,  Jacob,  Edward  and  Andrew  P. 
Andrew  P.  received  his  education  in  the  district  schools  of  Green  County, 
this  state,  to  which  he  was  brought  as  a  child.  He  worked  with  his  father 
until  1900,  when  he  rented  a  farm  in  that  county  for  eight  years,  after  which 
he  came  to  Barron  County.  He  was  married  Nov.  29,  1899,  to  Grace  Zimmer¬ 
man,  who  was  born  in  Green  County,  Wis.,  Aug.  18,  1881,  to  Gale  and  Zilfa 
(Allen)  Zimmerman,  natives  respectively  of  Pennsylvania  and  Wisconsin, 
who  now  live  on  a  farm  in  Washburn  County,  this  state.  In  the  Zimmerman 
family  there  were  five  children:  Mortimer  (deceased),  Bessie,  Peter,  Gaylord 
and  Grace.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  have  had  eleven  children:  Wayne  R.,  born 
Oct.  19,  1900;  Mortimer  P.,  July  21,  1902;  Pearl  P.,  May  26,  1904;  Myron  A., 
Feb.  19,  1906  (died  Nov.  17,  1908);  Mildred  M.,  Jan.  13,  1908;  Florence  E., 
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Feb.  27,  1910;  Kenneth  E.,  Jan.  18,  1913;  Arthur  A.,  May  8,  1914  (drowned  in 
Devil’s  Lake,  June  28,  1916);  Robert  F.,  March  29,  1916;  Yon  A.,  Sept.  13, 
1917,  and  Allen  L.,  Feb.  21,  1920.  The  family  home  is  a  hospitable  one,  and 
the  doors  are  always  open  to  the  friends  of  the  family. 

Adolph  Amundson,  Section  24,  west,  Maple  Grove  Township,  was  born  in 
Vernon  County,  this  state,  Nov.  22,  1868,  son  of  Theodore  and  Mary  (Even- 
son)  Amundson,  who  brought  him  to  Maple  Grove  Township  in  1871.  Here 
he  was  reared  and  educated.  In  1901  he  started  out  for  himself  by  renting  a 
farm.  In  1903  he  purchased  80  acres  in  Maple  Grove  Township.  He  has 
cleared  26  acres,  erected  a  good  set  of  buildings,  and  constructed  suitable 
fences.  The  place  is  well  stocked,  and  here  he  carries  on  general  farming 
and  dairying.  He  is  held  in  good  esteem  by  his  fellow  men,  and  has  been 
town  treasurer  for  three  years.  Mr.  Amundson  was  married  to  Marin  Solie, 
daughter  of  Elling  and  Inger  (Halverson)  Solie,  who  spent  the  span  of  their 
years  in  Norway.  This  union  has  resulted  in  six  children:  Einar,  born  May 
17,  1899;  Mildred  S.,  born  March  19,  1902;  Alice  M.,  born  Nov.  16,  1903; 
Tasker  E.,  born  March  12,  1906;  Helga  S.,  born  Jan.  14,  1907,  and  Guy  M., 
born  Dec.  6,  1908.  All  are  at  home.  Mildred  S.  is  a  student  in  the  High 
School  at  Barron  City,  and  the  younger  ones  are  attending  the  district  school 
near  home. 

Martin  Watson,  who  lived  a  few  years  in  Maple  Grove  Township,  in  an 
earlier  day,  was  born  in  Ohio,  and  there  married  Anna  Martin,  a  native  of 
that  state  also.  They  farmed  for  many  years  in  Indiana,  and-  were  there  re¬ 
spected  and  honored  citizens  of  Marshall  County.  In  1880  they  came  to  Barron 
County,  and  secured  160  acres  of  railroad  land  in  Section  9,  west,  Maple 
Grove  Township,  of  which  they  cleared  some  twenty  acres,  erected  buildings, 
and  started  to  establish  themselves.  But  in  the  midst  of  their  fond  ambitions 
and  plans,  Mr.  Watson  died  in  1883.  His  wife,  with  the  assistance  of  her 
children,  all  of  whom  were  young  when  she  lost  her  husband,  carried  on  the 
farm  work  with  success,  continued  the  development  of  the  place,  and  there  re¬ 
mained  until  1903,  when  after  a  life  of  hard  work  she  retired,  and  took  up  her 
home  with  her  daughter,  Clara,  the  wife  of  William  E.  Barton.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Watson  had  five  children:  William,  Walter,  Charles,  Cyrus  and  Clara. 

Walter  Watson,  an  estimable  farmer,  who  owns  80  acres  in  Section  3, 
west.  Maple  Grove  Township,  was  born  in  Marshall  County,  Ind.,  May  22, 
1873,  the  son  of  Martin  and  Anna  (Martin)  Watson.  He  was  brought  to 
Maple  Grove  township  by  his  parents  in  1880.  Three  years  later  he  lost  his 
father,  and  was  reared  under  the  fostering  care  of  his  mother,  who  found 
time  to  manage  the  farm,  and  train  her  family  in  the  right  way,  as  well  as  to 
take  her  part  in  the  social  and  educational  affairs  of  the  community.  He 
remained  as  his  mother's  assistant  until  1901  and  then  rented  the  farm  from 
her.  In  1903  he  bought  his  present  place.  He  has  cleared  66  acres,  erected  a 
log  house,  and  now  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  Mr.  Watson 
married  Ellen  Quackenbush,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Benson)  Quacken- 
bush,  of  this  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Watson  have  five  children:  Maude,  born 
Jan.  12,  1900,  and  died  Feb.  16,  1920;  Ralph,  born  Dec.  28,  1901,  and  died  Aug. 
6,  1902:  Theodore,  bom  Sept.  9,  1903;  Harry,  born  Nov.  27,  1906;  and  Paul, 
born  Feb.  11,  1918. 

John  Dalle,  an  estimable  farmer  of  Section  4,  Oak  Grove  Township,  has 
taken  his  share  in  the  development  of  the  township,  and  he  and  his  good  wife 
have  raised  an  excellent  family  of  sturdy  children.  He  was  born  in  Norway, 
May  7,  1862,  and  there  received  his  education  and  was  reared  to  farm  pur¬ 
suits.  He  came  to  America  in  1886,  and  took  up  farming  in  Dane  County,  Wis¬ 
consin.  From  there,  in  1902,  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  secured  his  pres¬ 
ent  farm  of  forty  acres.  He  erected  a  good  set  of  buildings,  cleared  the  en¬ 
tire  tract,  and  has  developed  an  excellent  farm.  For  several  years  after  he 
came  here,  he  worked  in  the  woods  winters  and  on  the  ranch  in  Washburn 
County,  this  state,  summers,  thus  securing  a  livlihood  while  he  was  improving 
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his  farm.  He  has  been  successful  in  his  undertakings,  and  is  conducting  gen¬ 
eral  farming  and  dairying  on  a  profitable  basis.  Mr.  Dalle  was  married  Oct. 
18,  1888,  to  Anna  Gullickson,  who  was  born  in  Norway,  Feb.  26,  1866,  daughter 
of  Gulie  and  Gunda  (Halverson)  Olson,  both  of  whom  are  now  deceased.  Mrs. 
Dalle,  who  was  a  devoted  wife  and  mother,  and  a  good  neighbor,  died  April  6, 
1920,  and  her  memory  will  long  be  mourned.  She  gave  her  years  to  her  hus¬ 
band,  her  children,  and  her  friends,  she  took  great  pride  in  her  home  and  her 
family,  and  she  was  a  most  worthy  woman  in  every  respect.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Dalle  had  nine  children:  Gilma,  born  Jan.  26,  1891,  wife  of  George  Eidal,  of 
Dane  County;  Amanda  was  born  Oct.  3,  1892;  John,  Aug.  29,  1894;  Gulie,  Jan. 
16,  1896;  Alfred,  May  26,  1900;  James,  Nov.  4,  1903;  Clara,  Dec.  6,  1906; 
Howard,  born  Oct.  17,  1912;  and  Margaret,  next  to  the  youngest,  who  died  in 
infancy.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

William  E.  Barton,  who  has  lived  in  this  county  nearly  forty  years,  and 
is  now  farming  80  acres  in  Section  4,  west,  Maple  Grove  Township,  was  born 
in  Marshall  County,  Indiana,  Jan.  16,  1862,  son  of  Jacob  and  Millie  (Harding) 
Barton,  natives  respectively  of  Tennessee  and  Ohio.  He  received  a  meager 
common  school  education,  and  was  early  made  familiar  with  hard  work.  He 
came  to  this  state  in  1883,  locating  in  Barron  County,  where  he  was  variously 
employed,  at  farming,  logging  and  in  the  mills.  In  1888  he  purchased  40  acres 
in  Section  22,  west,  Maple  Grove  Township.  But  he  made  no  effort  to  develop 
this  place,  and  later  sold  it  without  improvements.  In  1901  he  purchased  his 
present  place.  He  cleared  forty  acres,  erected  a  set  of  buildings  and,  in  gen¬ 
eral,  brought  the  place  to  the  status  of  a  successful,  well-cultivated,  well-kept 
farm.  He  has  a  good  herd  of  graded  Guernseys  with  full-blooded  sires,  and  a 
good  drove  of  Duroc-Jersey  swine.  Mr.  Barton  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Barron 
Co-operative  Creamery.  For  several  years  he  has  done  good  work  as  a  member 
of  the  school  board  of  his  district.  Mr.  Barton  was  married  Jan.  16,  1892,  to 
Clara  Watson,  daughter  of  Martin  and  Martha  (Martin)  Watson,  early  settlers 
of  this  township.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  five  children:  Earl,  born 
March  2,  1893,  is  in  railroad  work  at  Detroit,  Mich.  Hattie,  born  Jan.  17,  1896, 
is  now  Mrs.  Owen  Hall,  of  Barron,  this  county.  Leo  was  born  Dec.  31,  1900. 
Too  young  to  enlist  in  the  World  War,  he  waited  until  he  was  nineteen  and  then 
enlisted  in  the  regular  army.  He  is  a  private  in  A.  Troop,  4th  Cavalry,  and  is 
stationed  at  Brownsville,  Texas.  Edwin  and  Evelyn,  bright  twins,  who  are 
doing  well  with  their  studies  in  the  public  schools,  were  born  June  23,  1911. 

Martin  Kearney,  retired  agriculturist  of  Oak  Grove,  who  has  developed  two 
farms  in  this  township,  on  one  of  which  he  still  lives,  was  born  in  County 
Kilkenny,  Ireland,  son  of  Murty  and  Mary  (Grant)  Kearney,  the  latter  of 
whom  died  in  Ireland,  in  1883,  and  the  former  of  whom  the  next  year  came  to 
America  and  lived  with  the  son,  Thomas,  until  death.  In  the  family  there  were 
eight  children:  Michael,  Martin  (second),  Richard,  Kate,  Margaret,  Mary, 
Thomas  and  Martin,  all  but  Thomas  and  Martin  being  now  dead.  Martin  re¬ 
ceived  his  education  in  his  native  land,  and  worked  with  his  parents  until 
coming  to  America,  in  1875.  He  then  came  to  Barron  County,  Wis.,  and,  with 
headquarters  at  Rice  Lake,  this  county,  worked  for  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  In 
1877  he  took  a  homestead  of  160  acres  in  Section  2,  Oak  Grove  Township, 
cleared  part  of  the  land,  put  up  a  house,  barn  and  other  log  bulidings,  and 
there  farmed  for  many  years  on  a  profitable  scale.  In  early  days  he  and  his 
brother,  Thomas,  carried  supplies  on  their  backs  from  Chippewa.  Mr.  Kearney 
rented  the  place  in  1906  to  his  son,  Martin  P.,  and  bought  80  acres  in  Section 
11,  Oak  Grove  Township,  making  his  home  on  an  eighty-acre  tract  owned  by 
his  brother,  Thomas.  He  cleared  66  acres,  renovated  the  house,  and  built  an 
addition  to  the  barn.  In  1918  he  rented  the  farm  to  his  son,  Richard  A.,  who 
lives  in  one  of  the  houses  on  the  place,  while  he  and  his  wife  occupy  the  other. 
He  is  building  a  beautiful  eight-room,  modern  house  of  tile  construction  and 
electrically  equipped.  He  has  various  other  interests  in  addition  to  his  two 
farms,  and  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Brill  Creamery  Co.  at  Brill.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
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Kearney  make  a  pleasant  home  for  his  only  living  brother,  Thomas.  Mr.  Kear¬ 
ney  was  married  Jan.  5,  1880,  to  Helen  Kennedy,  who  was  born  Feb.  9,  1863, 
in  eastern  Canada,  daughter  of  Patrick  and  Elizabeth  (Lapttia)  Kennedy,  both 
now  deceased,  and  both  natives  of  Canada.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kearney  have  six 
children :  Mary  E.,  Martin  P.,  Thomas  E.,  Richard  A.,  Margaret  E.  and  Michael 
B.  Mary  E.  was  born  March  1,  1881,  and  is  the  wife  of  John  Quinn.  Martin  P. 
was  born  June  26,  1884.  Thomas  E.  was  born  April  12,  1886.  Richard  A. 
was  born  June  27,  1888.  He  was  inducted  into  the  United  States  service  Aug. 
2,  1918.  He  trained  with  the  3rd  Bat.,  F.  A.  R.  D.,  sailed  for  France  Oct.  27, 
1918,  was  transferred  to  the  147th  Field  Artillery,  32nd  Division,  was  returned 
to  the  United  States  in  May,  1919,  and  was  discharged  at  Camp  Grant,  Rock¬ 
ford,  Ill.,  May  24.  Margaret  E.  was  born  June  4,  1890.  Michael  B.  was  born 
Sept.  7,  1892.  He  was  inducted  into  the  United  States  service  April  3,  1918, 
was  assigned  to  the  18th  Co.,  Puget  Sound,  C.  A.  C.,  Warden,  Wash.,  and  died 
there  of  the  influenza  Nov.  3,  1918.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Catholic 
Church. 

Holver  Bakken,  who  came  to  an  untimely  death  by  drowning,  was  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Barron  County  for  some  thirty-five  years,  and  was  a  popular,  well- 
liked  citizen,  conscientious  in  his  work  and  in  his  duty,  loyal  in  his  friendships, 
and  loving  and  sympathetic  in  his  family  life.  He  was  born  Jan.  2,  1869,  in 
Dane  County,  Wis.,  son  of  Nels  and  Ida  (Peterson)  Bakken,  both  now  deceased. 
He  was  educated  in  his  native  county,  and  came  to  Barron  County  with  his 
parents  in  1882.  After  their  death,  he  bought  80  acres  in  Section  81,  east,* 
Maple  Grove  Township,  and  60  acres  adjoining,  in  Dallas  Township.  He 
cleared  30  acres,  erected  a  set  of  buildings,  and  profitably  engaged  in  mixed 
farming  and  dairying.  He  was  drowned  while  on  a  fishing  excursion  at  White 
Bear  Lake,  near  St.  Paul.  His  wife  is  now  operating  the  farm.  Mr.  Bakken 
was  married  Aug.  6,  1903,  to  Clara  Listy,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Isabelle 
(Thorsen)  Listy,  who  came  to  America  in  the  late  sixties  and  settled  in  Green 
County,  Wis.,  later  coming  to  Barron  County,  where  they  farmed  for  years  in 
Dallas  Township,  where  he  died  in  1910  and  where  she  still  resides.  In  the 
Listy  family  there  are  nine  children:  Hannah,  John,  Clara,  Thomas,  Lena 
(deceased),  Hulbert,  Jacob,  Robert  and  Inga.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bakken  are  the 
parents  of  six  children ;  Norbert,  born  Aug.  9,  1904 ;  Esther,  born  Oct.  4,  1906 ; 
Thomas  R.,  born  Aug.  26,  1907;  Helmer,  born  Dec.  6,  1911;  Alvin,  born  March 
7,  1913;  and  Carl,  born  May  12,  1916.  The  older  children  are  helping  their 
mother  on  the  farm. 

Odin  Bronson,  an  energetic  farmer,  owning  80  acres  in  Section  31,  east, 
Maple  Grove  Township,  has  developed  several  farms  in  this  county,  and  in  a 
general  way  has  assisted  in  the  growth  and  progress  of  the  community.  He 
was  born  in  Winnebago  County,  this  state,  June  23,  1881,  the  son  of  Andrew 
and  Klarina  (Larson)  Bronson.  Andrew  Bronson  was  born  in  Norway  and 
came  in  the  seventies  to  Wisconsin,  locating  in  Winnebago  County,  where  he 
married  Klarina  Larson,  a  native  of  this  state.  In  1882  he  took  his  family  to 
a  farm  in  North  Dakota,  but  in  1900  came  back  to  this  state,  and  located  in 
Doyle  Township,  this  county,  where  he  died  Jan.  13,  1913,  after  which  his  wife 
went  to  Nome,  N.  D.,  where  she  now.  lives.  In  the  family  there  were  five  chil¬ 
dren:  Anna,  Palma  (deceased),  Odin,  Kimbell  and  Alfred.  Odin  Bronson  re¬ 
ceived  his  early  education  in  the  district  schools  of  North  Dakota.  He  came  to 
this  county  with  his  parents  in  1900  and  at  that  time  purchased  80  acres  in 
Doyle  Township,  but  lived  with  them  until  1908  when  he  occupied  it.  Of  this 
farm  he  cleared  fifteen  acres,  and  erected  a  house  and  barn.  In  1908  he  traded 
this  property  for  80  acres  in  Section  31,  east,  Maple  Grove  Township,  which  he 
likewise  improved.  He  acquired  his  present  farm  in  1919.  He  carries  on  gen¬ 
eral  farming  and  dairying,  and  has  been  successful  in  his  operations.  Mr. 
Bronson  was  married  April  22,  1908,  to  Hannah  Kringle,  daughter  of  Gabriel 
and  Barbara  (Huset)  Kringle,  natives  of  Norway,  who  came  to  America  in 
1861,  and  settled  in  Dane  County,  Wis.,  from  which  in  1871  they  came  to  Bar 
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ron  County  with  the  earliest  settlers,  and  took  a  homestead  in  the  wilderness, 
erected  a  set  of  crude  log  structures  for  temporary  shelter  for  themslves  and 
stock.  They  cleared  the  land,  erected  two  different  sets  of  buildings,  and  for 
many  years  carried  on  general  farming.  Mr.  Kringle  was  a  prominent  man  and 
served  for  a  while  on  the  town  board  of  Maple  Grove  Township  and  on  the 
school  board  of  his  district.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bronson  have  two  children :  Bernice 
V.,  born  March  6,  1913;  and  Esther  P.,  born  April  20,  1918. 

Anton  Berg  was  born  in  Norway  and  came  to  America  in  the  early  forties. 
He  lived  for  many  years  in  Iowa  and  then  came  to  Barron  County.  When  he 
and  his  wife  arrived  here  the  lumbering  industry  was  still  flourishing  and 
Mrs.  Berg  was  the  first  white  woman  to  cook  in  a  lumber  camp,  where  the 
City  of  Barron  is  now  located.  In  all,  Mr.  Berg  worked  in  the  woods  for  sev¬ 
enteen  years.  In  the  early  seventies  he  took  a  homestead  of  one  hundred  sixty 
acres  in  Section  20,  to  which  he  later  added  forty  more  acres,  making  a  fine 
place  of  two  hundred  acres.  Of  this  he  cleared  one  hundred  acres,  erected  all 
the  buildings  himself,  and  carried  on  general  farming  until  1911.  Then  he 
retired  and  moved  to  the  village  of  Hillsdale.  He  died  November  19,  1918, 
surviving  his  wife  by  three  days.  In  the  family  there  were  five  children: 
Maggie,  Anna,  Helen,  Edward  and  Fred. 

Fred  A.  Berg,  farmer,  section  20,  Maple  Grove  Township,  was  born  on  the 
place  where  he  now  lives,  Sept.  13,  1882,  son  of  Anton  and  Mary  Berg.  He 
received  his  early  education  in  Hillsdale  Village  and  worked  for  his  father 
■until  1911.  Then  in  1912  he  bought  the  home  farm  and  has  since  devoted  his 
time  to  its  improvement  and  development.  He  now  carries  on  mixed  farming 
and  dairying,  making  a  specialty  of  a  fine  herd  of  Holstein  cattle  and  a  good 
drove  of  Duroc-Jersey  swine.  Mr.  Berg  was  married  December  16,  1908,  to 
Emma  Horn,  daughter  of  John  and  Alie  (Romaine)  Horn,  natives  of  Indiana, 
who  now  live  in  Arland  Township,  this  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Berg  have  five 
children:  Mildred  G.,  born  June  27,  1909;  Anna  E.,  born  Nov.  3,  1910;  Lyle  E., 
born  June  21,  1912;  Thora,  born  Aug.  19,  1917;  and  Lloyd  M.,  born  Feb.  4, 
1920.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

Mathias  Duda,  generally  known  as  “Mates,”  a  prosperous  farmer  who  has 
lived  on  120  acres  in  section  3,  Oak  Grove  Township,  since  1900,  a  period  of 
more  than  twenty  years,  was  born  in  Bohemia,  Feb.  24,  1861,  and  was  there 
educated.  As  a  youth  he  learned  the  brick  making  trade  and  took  up  that 
occupation  as  his  life  work.  In  1874,  however,  he  determined  to  seek  his 
fortunes  in  a  land  of  wider  opportunity.  Accordingly  he  came  to  America  and 
located  in  Kewaunee,  Kewaunee  County,  Wis.,  where  he  was  employed  in  the 
shingle  mills.  In  1880  he  went  to  Antigo,  Langlade  County,  Wis.,  and  bought 
eighty  acres  of  land  on  which  he  lived  for  twenty  years.  He  put  up  a  set  of 
buildings,  improved  the  land,  and  became  a  prosperous  and  respected  citizen. 
Then  he  sold  out  and  purchased  his  present  place.  He  erected  a  set  of  build¬ 
ings  and  cleared  forty  acres.  From  time  to  time  he  made  other  improvements 
and  developments,  and  in  1920  built  a  modern  barn,  34  by  64  feet,  equipped 
with  modern  fixtures  and  appliances.  Mr.  Duda  still  lives  on  this  farm,  but 
has  turned  the  active  management  over  to  his  son,  Anton,  who  is  an  energetic 
young  man,  well  liked  throughout  the  neighborhood.  Mr.  Duda  was  married 
April  21.  1879,  to  Elizabeth  Miller,  who  was  born  in  Kewaunee,  Wis.,  April 
7,  1861,  daughter  of  Matthew  and  Elizabeth  (Chesak)  Miller,  natives  respec¬ 
tively  of  Germany  and  Bohemia,  and  both  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Duda 
have  nine  children:  Mates,  Mary,  Anna,  Anton,  Libbie,  Emma,  Theresa,  Isa¬ 
dora  and  Joseph.  Mates  was  born  Feb.  24,  1880,  and  lives  in  Missouri.  Mary 
was  born  Jan.  19,  1884,  and  is  the  wife  of  Lewis  Walter,  of  Athens,  Wis.  Anna 
was  born  May  8,  1887,  and  is  the  wife  of  Robert  Lothian,  of  Bloomer,  Wis. 
Anton  was  born  April  3,  1889,  and  operates  the  home  farm.  Libbie  was  born 
Feb.  2,  1892,  and  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Snephana,  of  .  Bloomer,  Wis.  Emma  was 
born  July  16,  1894,  and  is  the  wife  of  John  Drost,  of  Brill,  this  county.  Theresa 
was  born  May  27,  1897,  and  is  an  instructor  of  the  blind  at  Janesville,  Wis. 
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Isadora  was  born  May  6,  1899,  and  is  a  graduate  of  a  college  at  Dorchester, 
Mass.  Joseph  was  born  Feb.  12,  1902,  and  is  at  home.  The  family  faith  is 
that  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church. 

James  Hudrle,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  section  17,  Oak  Grove  Township, 
is  a  native  of  this  state,  born  in  Racine  County,  June  9,  1865,  the  son  of  Joseph 
and  Katherine  (Miknlecky)  Hudrle,  natives  of  Bohemia,  who  came  to  America 
as  young  people.  The  father  was  drowned  in  1867.  Mrs.  Hudrle  later  married 
Joseph  Hasek,  who  died  at  Hutchinson,  Minn.,  where  she  now  resides.  In  the 
Hudrle  family  there  were  five  children:  Joseph,  John,  Katherine  (deceased), 
Anna  (deceased)  and  James.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  taken  to  Hutchin¬ 
son,  McLeod  County,  Minn.,  as  a  child,  and  was  there  reared  and  educated.  In 
1881  he  went  to  McPherson  County,  South  Dakota,  proved  up  on  a  claim  of 
320  acres,  and  there  lived  for  seven  years,  also  working  around  Fargo  and 
elsewhere.  Then  he  moved  to  Hutchinson,  Minn.  From  there,  in  1898,  he 
went  to  Market  Lake,  Idaho,  where  he  farmed  for  nine  years.  In  each  of  the 
three  states  he  became  well  known  and  had  a  happy  faculty  of  making  friends 
among  the  people  wherever  he  lived.  He  achieved  prosperity  and  success  and 
was  well  pleased  with  the  results  of  his  labors.  But  his  thoughts  often  turned 
to  the  state  of  his  birth,  he  heard  many  stories  of  the  opportunities  in  the  cut¬ 
over  lands,  upon  which  so  many  of  his  countrymen  were  settling.  Accordingly 
he  sold  his  interests  in  Idaho,  packed  his  goods,  and  came  to  Barron  County. 
Here  he  settled  on  his  present  farm  of  80  acres.  He  has  continued  the  clearing 
and  breaking  of  the  land,  and  has  made  general  improvements.  In  1920  he 
erected  a  new  house  of  glazed  tile,  which,  with  his  barns  and  sheds,  makes  a 
fine  collection  of  farm  buildings.  His  place  is  well  equipped,  and  he  carries 
on  general  farming  and  dairying  along  successful  lines.  His  wide  experience 
is  of  much  benefit  to  him  in  his  operations,  he  is  respected  throughout  the 
community  and  is  in  every  way  a  good  citizen.  Mr.  Hudrle  was  married  July 
1,  1893,  to  Mary  Michka,  who  was  born  in  Germany  Sept.  8,  1872,  daughter  of 
John  and  Anna  (Kischel)  Michka,  natives  of  Germany,  who  brought  their 
family  to  this  country  in  1873  and  settled  at  Hutchinson,  Minn.,  where  he  died 
in  September,  1897 ;  and  she  on  Jan.  29,  1893.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hudrle  have  eight 
children:  Laura  E.,  Clara  S.,  Elsie  E.,  Clarence  S.,  Lawrence,  Henrietta, 
Blanche  and  Ethel.  Laura  E.  was  born  May  3,  1894,  and  is  now  a  teacher. 
Clara  S.,  also  a  teacher,  was  born  Nov.  30,  1895.  Elsie  E.  was  born  May  13, 
1897,  and  is  a  teacher.  Clarance  S.  was  born  April  23,  1902,  and  graduated 
from  the  high  school  at  Rice  Lake.  Lawrence  was  born  March  27,  1904; 
Henrietta  M.,  Feb.  7,  1910;  Blanche,  Aug.  5,  1911;  and  Ethel,  Jan.  28,  1914. 
The  younger  children  are  attending  the  Haugen  graded  school. 

Joseph  Byrnes  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  northeastern  part  of  Barron 
County.  In  1872  he  came  to  Oak  Grove  Township  and  secured  160  acres  in 
section  22.  The  land  was  then  all  wild,  and  there  were  only  four  other 
families,  those  of  Hamlon  and  Frank  Mullen  and  the  Tom  and  Martin  Kearney 
families,  in  what  is  now  the  whole  township.  Mr.  Byrnes’  means  did  not 
permit  his  spending  all  his  time  on  his  own  farm,  so  for  some  time  he  worked 
for  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  in  the  woods  and  on  their  farms.  At  this  he  earned 
$18  or  $20  a  month.  When  he  had  saved  enough  to  purchase  a  team  he  received 
$30  a  month  for  himself  and  team,  a  sum  which  was  considered  an  excellent 
wage  in  those  days.  In  the  meantime  he  did  what  he  could  to  develop  his 
farm,  working  far  into  the  night  burning  logs  and  brush  after  completing  a 
hard  day’s  labor  in  the  woods.  He  put  up  a  log  cabin,  cleared  a  little  of  the 
land  and  made  his  family  as  comfortable  as  possible.  In  time  he  was  able  to 
devote  all  his  attention  to  his  farm.  He  cleared  some  eighty  acres,  built  a 
pretty  bungalow  in  1919,  and  from  time  to  time  put  up  a  good  set  of  buildings. 
From  the  very  beginning  he  was  prominent  in  township  affairs.  He  had  not 
been  here  long  before  he  was  assigned  to  help  build  public  roads.  He  served 
for  some  years  as  town  supervisor  and  was  always  in  favor  of  improvements 
and  progress.  As  clerk  of  the  school  board  of  his  district  he  also  did  most 
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excellent  work.  His  holdings  included  stock  in  the  Oak  Grove  Cheese  County 
in  Oak  Grove  Township.  Joseph  Byrnes  was  born  in  Perth,  Ontario,  Canada, 
March  4,  1843,  was  educated  in  the  district  schools,  spent  his  youth  in  farm 
work  and  logging,  came  to  the  States  in  1872,  stayed  a  few  months  in  Chip¬ 
pewa  Falls,  this  state,  and  then  came  to  Barron  County.  He  died  Feb.  2,  1921. 
Mr.  Byrnes  was  married  July  11,  1871,  to  Katherine  Mullen,  who  was  born  in 
Canada  in  1851.  This  union  was  blessed  with  eight  children.  Michael  J.  was 
born  May  19,  1874,  and  is  now  in  Canada.  Richard  was  born  July  27,  1876, 
and  lives  at  home.  Anna  was  born  Feb.  7,  1879,  and  is  the  wife  of  T.  A.  Parks. 
William  was  born  July  26,  1881,  and  is  now  in  Canada.  James  was  born  Dec. 
8,  1884,  and  is  a  prosperous  and  well  known  farmer  of  Oak  Grove  Township. 
He  stands  well  in  the  community  and  is  proving  successful  in  his  endeavors 
and  has  charge  of  the  home  farm.  Mary  was  born  March  19,  1886,  and  is  the 
wife  of  Med.  Derocher.  Frank  was  born  April  13,  1888,  and  is  farming  in  Oak 
Grove  Township.  Steve  was  born  July  11,  1893.  The  family  faith  is  that  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  church. 

John  Badertscher,  of  the  firm  of  Badertscher  Brothers,  cheese  manufac¬ 
turers,  owners  of  the  Dobie  Cheese  Factory  in  Dobie  Village;  the  Oak  Grove 
Cheese  Factory  in  section  15,  Oak  Grove  Township;  and  the  Long  Lake  Road 
Cheese  Factory  in  section  15,  Oak  Grove  Township,  is  an  expert  in  his  line,  he 
knows  his  business  thoroughly,  he  has  faith  in  the  still  further  progress  of 
the  county  as  an  agricultural  center  and  he  has  built  up  a  good  trade.  He 
has  the  confidence  of  the  farmers  from  whom  he  buys  his  milk  and  produces 
a  cheese  which  is  in  high  favor  with  the  consumer.  He  has  achieved  every¬ 
thing  by  his  own  efforts  and  with  but  little  encouragement,  and  as  he  is  still 
a  young  man  his  friends  predict  that  he  will  rise  high  in  the  ranks  of  big 
cheese  men  of  the  state.  He  was  born  in  Switzerland,  April  30,  1889,  son  of 
Christ  and  Anna  (Beer)  Badertscher.  He  was  reared  in  his  native  land,  early 
became  interested  in  cheese  making  in  that  country  noted  for  its  cheese  makers, 
and  in  1909  graduated  from  the  famous  Bern  Dairy  School  which  has  produced 
some  of  the  best  experts  in  dairying.  With  this  preparation  he  followed 
cheese  making  in  his  native  land  a  few  years  more.  He  came  to  America  in 
March,  1913,  and  settled  in  Stevenson  County,  Illinois,  where  he  was  in  charge 
of  the  Spring  Valley  Cheese  Factory  at  Orangeville.  While  there  he  looked 
about  for  a  permanent  location  and  finally  hit  upon  Barron  County  as  one  of 
the  best  dairy  regions  in  the  Northwest.  Accordingly  he  and  his  brother, 
Otto,  came  here  in  1918  and  built  a  cheese  factory  at  Dobie,  in  Oak  Grove 
Township.  This  plant  was  destroyed  by  fire  Aug.  20,  1920,  but  was  rebuilt  as 
soon  as  material  could  be  obtained.  It  was  erected  and  equipped  along  the 
latest  improved  lines  and  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  county.  This  factory,  which 
is  under  the  direct  supervision  of  John  Badertscher,  has  a  daily  summer  out¬ 
put  of  1,000  pounds  of  cheese,  and  a  daily  winter  output  of  500  pounds,  making 
a  total  annual  output  of  273,752  pounds.  The  other  two  factories  also  have  a 
good  output.  The  Oak  Grove  Factory  in  section  16  was  purchased  in  1920 
and  the  Long  Lake  Road  Cheese  Factory  in  section  15  was  erected  in  1918. 
Mr.  Badertscher  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Industrial  Co-operative  Union  at 
Monroe,  Wis.  He  was  married  Feb.  9,  1917,  to  Alice  Oberli,  who  was  born  in 
Switzerland  Nov.  29,  1887,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  (Reber)  Oberli. 
natives  of  that  country  who  still  reside  there.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Badertscher  have 
one  child,  Gertrude  E.,  born  June  6,  1919.  The  family  attends  the  Swiss  church. 

Otto  Badertscher,  of  the  firm  of  Badertscher  Brothers,  cheese  manufac¬ 
turers,  owners  of  the  Dobie  Cheese  Factory  in  Dobie  Village;  the  Oak  Grove 
Cheese  Factory  in  section  15,  Oak  Grove  Township;  and  the  Long  Lake  Road 
Cheese  Factory  in  section  15,  Oak  Grove  Township,  is  of  that  new  type  of 
cheese  makers,  to  whom  the  manufacture  of  dairy  products  is  an  exact  science. 
He  is  familiar  with  every  department  of  dairying  from  the  selection  and 
breeding  of  cattle  up  to  marketing  cheese  and  butter,  and  he  keeps  thoroughly 
abreast  of  all  new  developments.  He  is  liked  by  all  with  whom  he  has  deal- 
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ings,  he  is  an  enthusiast  in  his  work  and  he  has  confidence  in  its  limitless 
opportunities  in  the  future.  He  has  already  done  much  in  life  and  and  is  on 
the  road  to  still  greater  success.  He  was  born  in  Switzerland,  July  27,  1890, 
the  son  of  Christ  and  Anna  (Beer)  Badertscher,  substantial  natives  of  that 
country,  the  former  of  whom  died  Dec.  10,  1912,  and  the  latter  of  whom  is 
still  living  there.  In  the  family  there  were  eight  children:  Christ,  Fred,  John, 
Otto,  Rose,  Sophia,  Berthia  and  Elizabeth,  all  of  whom  are  living  in  Switzer¬ 
land  except  John  and  Otto.  Otto  was  reared  in  his  native  land  and  was 
familiar  with  the  cheese  industry  from  early  boyhood,  starting  work  in  that 
line  as  soon  as  he  was  of  sufficient  age.  In  due  time  he  entered  the  Bern  Dairy 
School,  one  of  the  best  in  the  world,  and  thoroughly  studied  under  capable 
instructors.  He  graduated  in  1914,  and  immediately  came  to  America,  joining 
his  brother,  John,  in  Stevenson  County,  Ill.,  where  he  was  employed  in  the 
Badler  Cheese  Factory  at  Orangeville.  In  1918  he  and  his  brother  came  to 
Barron  County.  They  built  at  once  the  factory  at  Dobie,  which  was  burned 
and  rebuilt  in  1920.  In  1920  they  purchased  a  factory  in  section  15,  Oak  Grove 
Township,  and  in  1918  they  built  the  one  on  the  Long  Lake  Road  in  section 
15,  Oak  Grove  Township.  Otto  Badertscher  personally  has  charge  of  the 
factory  in  section  15,  which  has  an  average  daily  summer  output  of  from 
2,500  to  3,000  pounds,  and  an  average  daily  winter  output  of  800  pounds.  Mr. 
Badertscher  was  married  March  19,  1920,  to  Johanna  Gradel,  who  was  born  in 
Switzerland,  daughter  of  Godfrey  and  Elisa  (Bachler)  Gradel. 

John  A.  Wold,  a  well  liked  farmer  who  is  operating  his  good  farm  of  61 
acres  in  Section  5,  West,  Maple  Grove  Township,  is  a  native  of  this  state, 
born  June  25,  1886,  in  Trempealeau  County,  son  of  Andrew  and  Ingelberg 
(Hanson)  Wold,  natives  of  Norway,  who  came  to  America  in  1880  and  farmed 
in  Trempealeau  County  until  1910  when  they  came  to  Barron  County  and 
purchased  their  present  farm  in  Dover  Township.  John  A.  received  his  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  county,  came  to  Barron  County  with 
his  parents,  and  remained  with  them  until  1913.  Then  for  several  years  he 
operated  rented  farms  in  this  county.  He  bought  his  present  place  in  1919. 
He  carries  on  mixed  farming  and  dairying,  and  is  experimenting  with  tobacco, 
with  which  he  has  had  considerable  success.  Mr.  Wold  was  married  June  24, 
1913,  to  Gena  Hanson,  daughter  of  Engvold  and  Engerberg  Lee,  natives  of 
Norway,  who  now  reside  in  Dovre  Township,  this  county,  where  they  are 
respected  farmers.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wold  have  three  children:  Inez,  born  July 
24,  1915;  Arnold,  born  June  19,  1917,  and  Helen,  born  Nov.  24,  1918. 

Hans  Carlson,  a  worthy  and  estimable  farmer,  owning  170  acres  in  Sec¬ 
tions  7  and  18,  East,  Maple  Grove  Township,  was  born  in  Norway  June  4, 
1850,  son  of  Carl  and  Mary  (Eversdater)  Helgerson,  both  of  whom  died  in  the 
old  country.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  his  native  land  and 
was  nearly  thirty  years  of  age  when  he  came  to  this  country  in  1879.  He 
worked  for  a  while  in  Green  County,  and  then  came  to  Barron  County  where  he 
bought  65  acres  in  Dallas  Township,  where  he  did  some  clearing,  fixed  up  the 
house,  built  a  log  barn,  and  farmed  for  eight  years.  In  1888  he  bought  his 
present  place.  Here  he  cleared  about  90  acres,  built  a  set  of  buildings  and 
fences,  and  brought  the  place  to  a  good  stage  of  cultivation.  He  now,  like  his 
neighbors,  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  Mr.  Carlson  was  married 
April  5,  1887,  to  Mrs.  Betsy  Tollefson,  widow  of  Knut  Tollefson  by  whom  she 
had  one  son,  Torval,  born  May  22,  1884,  now  of  Detroit,  Mich.,  and  this  union 
has  been  blessed  with  seven  children:  Gena,  who  was  born  Nov.  11,  1888, 
is  the  wife  of  Louis  Erickson,  of  Minneapolis.  Mary,  who  was  born  April 
8,  1891,  is  the  wife  of  Eric  Lundmark,  of  Minneapolis.  Emma,  who  was  born 
Feb.  18,  1894,  is  also  in  Minneapolis.  Helga,  born  March  16,  1897;  Carl,  born 
May  28,  1899;  Bennie,  born  March  9,  1902,  and  Victor,  born  Nov.  13,  1904,  are 
all  at  home.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Frank  Mullen,  a  worthy  and  hardworking  man,  whose  early  career  is  a 
part  of  the  history  of  the  development  of  Oak  Grove  Township,  came  to  Sec- 
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tion  22  in  1871,  and  thereafter  had  much  to  do  with  the  upbuilding  of  this 
region.  He  built  himself  a  cabin  of  logs  in  the  woods,  with  a  straw  shed  for 
his  animals,  and  the  next  year  brought  his  bride  to  the  place.  Some  of  his 
furniture  was  made  from  trees  cut  on  the  place  and  the  household  equipment 
and  farming  tools  were  few  indeed.  For  a  number  of  years  he  worked  in  the 
lumber  woods  in  the  winter  and  on  the  river  drives  in  the  spring  to  get  a  little 
money  with  which  to  support  his  family  while  the  farm  was  being  made 
profitable.  His  wife  stayed  in  the  little  cabin,  looking  after  the  place  and 
caring  for  the  children.  In  time  Mr.  Mullen  became  a  “cookee”  on  lumber 
drives,  assisted,  as  soon  as  they  became  old  enough,  by  his  sons,  John 
and  Michael.  As  a  pioneer  in  the  wilderness  he  underwent  many  interesting 
experiences.  He  often  brought  provisions  on  his  back  from  far  away  Menomo- 
nie  or  Chippewa  Falls.  In  the  summers  he  worked  early  and  late  to  develop 
his  farm.  When  he  first  came  here  there  were  no  roads.  The  path  to  his 
homestead  was  an  old  Indian  trail  which  the  savages  had  trodden  for  genera¬ 
tions.  Mr.  Mullen  realized  that  if  the  country  was  ever  to  develop  that  there 
must  be  better  means  of  transportation  and  communication.  He,  therefore, 
became  an  advocate  of  good  roads,  and  not  only  did  he  constantly  encourage 
his  neighbors  along  that  line,  but  he  also  cut  through  many  roads  with  his  own 
hands.  When  he  started  farming  his  domestic  animals  consisted  of  a  yoke  of 
oxen  and  one  cow.  His  wife  had  a  spinning  wheel,  and  on  this  she  spun  yarn 
with  which  to  knit  socks  and  mittens  for  the  family.  The  toil,  the  labor,  the 
hard  work,  the  sacrifices,  the  lack  of  comforts,  and  the  heart  breaking  dis¬ 
couragements  of  those  days  are  hard  for  the  present  generation  to  realize. 
But  they  had  strength  and  courage,  and  in  time  their  efforts  resulted,  not  only  in 
the  building  up  of  a  good  place  for  themselves,  but  also  in  the  development  of 
the  neighborhood.  The  Mullen  home  was  always  open  to  all.  It  was  the  center 
of  many  of  the  social  events  of  the  neighborhood,  some  of  the  settlers  were 
invited  to  live  there  while  they  were  getting  their  own  places  started,  no  traveler 
was  ever  refused  hospitality,  and  in  times  of  misfortune  and  illness  in  the 
neighborhood,  Mrs.  Mullen  was  an  angel  of  mercy.  Aside  from  being  a  leader 
in  material  things,  Mr.  Mullen  was  deeply  interested  in  church  affairs.  He 
helped  to  establish  the  Church  of  Our  Lady  of  Lords  at  Dobie  and  continued 
loyal  and  unswerving  in  his  support.  After  a  long  and  useful  life  he  died 
Jan.  28,  1918,  at  the  good  old  age  of  82  years.  His  good  wife  died  Feb.  1,  1910, 
at  the  age  of  68  years.  Frank  Mullen  was  born  in  Armouth,  in  northern  Ire¬ 
land,  Dec.  15,  1836,  the  son  of  Michael  Mullen  and  his  good  wife.  The  family 
came  to  Canada  in  1870,  and  it  was  a  year  later  that  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
came  to  Barron  County.  He  was  married  June  11,  1872,  to  Margaret  McGough, 
who  was  born  in  Canada,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Owen  McGough, 
natives  of  Ireland.  She  died  in  Barron  County  in  1909  at  the  age  of  68  yeara 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mullen  had  four  children.  Michael  farms  in  Oak  Grove  Town¬ 
ship,  this  county,  on  part  of  the  old  homestead.  John  farms  on  the  old  home¬ 
stead.  Bridget  Ann  is  the  wife  of  Thomas  Dorsey,  of  Oak  Grove  Township. 
Hannah  is  the  wife  of  Louis  Napolean  Forrest,  of  Campia,  in  this  county. 

John  Mullen,  an  enterprising  and  prosperous  farmer  of  Section  22,  Oak 
Grove  Township,  is  one  of  the  most  popular  men  in  his  community.  He  has 
lived  here  all  his  life,  and  his  record  through  all  these  years  has  been  without 
blemish.  He  is  a  hard  working  man,  he  believes  in  helping  in  every  good 
cause,  and,  like  his  father  before  him,  has  done  much  in  the  development  of 
this  vicinity.  Born  in  the  county  when  it  was  little  more  than  a  wilderness, 
he  is  naturally  interested  in  the  story  of  its  beginnings  and  progress,  and  he 
is  especially  proud  of  the  part  which  his  parents  took  in  its  upbuilding.  He 
first  saw  the  light  of  day  on  the  place  where  he  still  lives  Jan.  23,  1875,  the 
son  of  Frank  and  Margaret  (McGough)  Mullen,  the  early  settlers.  He  was 
reared  on  the  homestead  and  attended  school  as  the  neighborhood  then 
afforded.  He  was  in  his  early  teens  when  he  was  first  taken  on  logging  drives 
to  help  his  father  in  cooking  for  the  crew,  and  thereafter  he  was  employed  in 
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the  woods  for  several  years,  logging  in  the  winter  and  working  on  the  river 
drives  in  the  spring.  In  the  meantime  he  helped  his  father  on  the  home  place. 
In  1918  he  took  over  80  acres  of  the  farm,  including  the  home  site.  He  has 
fixed  up  the  buildings  and  has  further  developed  the  place.  Here  he  success¬ 
fully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  He  is  a  popular  and  repre¬ 
sentative  citizen.  Mr.  Mullen  greatly  honors  his  parents,  and  has  made 
possible  the  appearance  of  their  portrait  as  one  of  the  illustrations  of  this 
work.  He  was  married  at  Dobie,  in  this  township,  June  24,  1903,  by  Rev. 
Father  A.  P.  Bourbe,  to  Rosanna  Forrest,  who  was  born  on  the  homestead  of 
her  parents,  Camille  and  Mary  Ann  (Armond)  Forrest,  Section  6,  Doyle  Town¬ 
ship,  this  county,  May  15,  1882. 

Charles  R.  Chambers,  Section  32,  West,  Maple  Grove  Township,  was  born 
in  Emmet  County,  Iowa,  Nov.  17,  1874,  son  of  Dudley  and  Mettie  (Goff) 
Chambers,  natives  respectively  of  Pennsylvania  and  New  York  state.  They 
came  to  Barron  County  with  their  sons,  Charles  R.  and  Fred,  in  1896,  and  here 
spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  the  father  dying  in  1919  and  the  mother 
in  1905.  Charles  R.  was  reared  in  his  native  county,  was  educated  there  and 
devoted  his  early  life  to  farm  work.  When  the  family  came  to  Barron  County 
in  1896  he  and  his  brother  purchased  80  acres  in  Section  31,  West,  Maple 
Grove  Township,  moved  a  house  onto  the  farm,  built  a  log  barn,  cleared  a 
part  of  the  land,  and  made  a  number  of  other  improvements.  In  1898  he  sold 
his  interest  to  his  brother  and  took  up  work  in  the  woods  in  Sawyer  County, 
this  state.  He  came  back  to  Maple  Grove  Township  in  the  spring  of  1900  and 
bought  80  acres  in  Section  31,  West.  Of  the  45  acres  which  he  cleared,  he 
broke  35  acres,  erected  a  set  of  buildings  and  constructed  suitable  fences.  In 
the  fall  of  1917  he  sold  and  purchased  his  present  place  of  80  acres.  He 
renovated  the  buildings  standing  thereon,  and  built  a  machine  shed  and  milk 
house.  Here  he  now  successfully  conducts  general  farming  and  dairying.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  school  board  of  his  district,  and  his  fraternal  relations 
are  with  the  Odd  Fellows.  Mr.  Chambers  was  married  March  28,  1898.  to 
Mary  Coon,  daughter  of  Rufus  and  Susan  (Tio)  Coon,  natives  respectively  of 
New  York  state  and  Wisconsin.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coon  came  to  Barron  County 
in  1881  and  settled  in  Maple  Grove  Township  where  they  farmed  until  1903 
when  they  moved  to  Hillsdale  village.  Mrs.  Coon  died  there  April  2,  1917,  and 
Mr.  Coon  moved  to  Barton,  in  this  state,  where  he  now  resides.  In  the  Coon 
family  there  are  three  children,  Cora,  Myron  and  Mary.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cham¬ 
bers  are  the  parents  of  five  children:  Nora  L.  was  born  March  7,  1900,  mar¬ 
ried  Rollo  Skimmerhorn  of  St.  Paul;  Mabel  was  born  June  6,  1901,  and  is  now 
Mrs.  Raymond  Brownlee,  of  Barron;  Bernard  F.  was  born  April  20,  1903; 
Benjamin  D.  was  born  March  20,  1907,  and  Gladys  I.  was  born  Nov.  17,  1909. 

Fred  E.  Ellis,  section  33,  West,  Maple  Grove  Township,  was  born  in  Men¬ 
tone,  Indiana,  Feb.  3,  1884,  son  of  John  and  Frances  (Dormeyer)  Ellis,  now 
of  Hillsdale.  He  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Chicago  and 
was  for  several  years  employed  in  that  city.  In  1902  he  accompanied  his 
father  to  Barron  County,  and  was  by  him  employed  here  until  1906.  That  year 
he  purchased  from  his  father  80  acres  in  section  34,  West,  Maple  Grove  Town¬ 
ship,  which  he  cleared,  and  to  some  extent  improved.  After  two  years  he 
traded  this  tract  for  a  piece  of  property  in  Richmond,  Virginia,  and  moved 
there.  In  1910  he  came  back  to  Barron  County  and  purchased  40  acres  in 
section  33,  West,  Maple  Grove  Township.  To  this  he  later  added  40  acres  more 
in  the  same  section.  He  repaired  the  house,  built  a  new  barn,  silo  and  out¬ 
buildings,  and  cleared  and  broke  additional  acreage.  Here  he  now  success¬ 
fully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  Fraternally  he  associates 
with  the  Odd  Fellows.  Mr.  Ellis  was  married  Aug.  12,  1906,  to  Jennie  Skinner, 
daughter  of  Albert  and  Helen  (Penny)  Skinner,  for  many  years  of  Barron 
County,  the  father  dying  in  1902  and  the  mother  is  now  living  in  Superior, 
Wisconsin.  In  the  Skinner  family  there  were  nine  children:  Emma,  Jennie, 
Marvin,  Martin,  Milton,  Marshall,  Merlin,  Lela  and  Clement.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
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Ellis  have  one  son,  Elbert  E.,  born  May  21,  1907,  who  is  doing  well  with  his 
studies  in  the  public  schools.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Christian  church. 

Andrew  Greenwold,  a  representative  farmer  of  section  20,  East,  Maple 
Grove  Township,  was  born  in  Norway  Jan.  27,  1883,  son  of  Martinus  and 
Nickolena  (Nelson)  Greenwold,  being  one  of  their  large  family  of  nine  sturdy 
children.  He  was  reared  and  educated  in  Norway  and  there  grew  to  manhood. 
He  left  the  land  of  his  birth  and  boyhood  Sept.  15,  1903,  and  after  reaching 
America  located  at  Beloit,  in  Rock  County,  this  state.  From  there  he  went 
to  Rusk  County,  also  in  this  state,  and  located  on  a  piece  of  land  near  Lady¬ 
smith.  From  there  in  1910  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  rented  a  farm  near 
Hillsdale.  Then  he  rented  a  farm  west  of  Barron.  In  1917  he  bought  a  farm 
of  eighty  acres  in  section  12,  West,  Maple  Grove  Township.  Three  years  later 
he  sold  and  bought  80  acres  in  section  22,  Chetek  Township.  There  he  im¬ 
proved  a  good  place.  In  1920  he  sold  that  place  at  a  good  figure  and  acquired 
his  present  farm,  to  which  he  is  now  devoting  his  attention.  He  carries  on 
general  farming  and  stock  raising  and  has  a  fine  herd  of  Guernsey  cattle.  He 
is  active  in  the  Guernsey  Breeders’  Association  and  is  a  stockholder  in  the 
Co-operative  Mercantile  Co.  of  Chetek.  Mr.  Greenwold  was  married  in  Norway 
on  March  13,  1901,  to  Agnes  Knutson,  and  one  child,  Martin,  was  born  there 
Dec.  29,  1902.  Seven  children:  Milton,  Nellie,  Myrtle,  Esther  (deceased), 
Ruth,  Alfred  and  Rjalmer,  were  born  in  Barron  County. 

Frank  Heinze,  for  many  years  a  prominent  and  influential  citizen,  now 
deceased,  was  of  an  excellent  type  of  manhood,  worked  hard  for  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  this  part  of  the  county  and  at  his  death  left  an  honored  memory.  He 
was  in  the  forefront  of  every  public  move,  he  was  always  willing  to  help  in 
any  way  possible  in  the  progress  of  the  town,  and  his  neighbors  and  friends 
always  found  him  generous  whenever  the  need  arose.  His  career  is  inter¬ 
woven  in  the  warp  and  woof  of  the  town’s  story.  He  served  with  credit  as  a 
member  of  the  town  board  for  about  eight  years,  and  did  excellent  work  on 
the  school  board  of  his  district  for  several  terms.  In  his  death  Sept.  18,  1912, 
his  family  lost  a  loving  husband  and  indulgent  father,  his  friends  lost  a  good 
neighbor  and  companion,  the  township  lost  a  valuable  citizen,  and  the  county 
lost  a  good  man.  He  was  born  in  Austria  and  came  to  the  United  States  in 
1866.  In  La  Crosse,  Wis.,  he  married  Anna  Puhl,  also  a  native  of  Austria,  and 
for  nearly  twenty  years  they  farmed  near  that  place.  In  1886  they  moved  to 
a  farm  near  Bloomer,  Wis.,  where  they  farmed  nine  years.  They  came  to 
Barron  County  in  1894  and  purchased  80  acres  in  section  18,  Oak  Grove  Town¬ 
ship.  For  a  while  Mr.  Heinze  was  employed  as  section  foreman  on  the  Omaha 
line,  and  lived  in  the  section  shanty  while  he  devoted  his  spare  time  to  getting 
up  a  log  house  for  himself  and  his  family.  Later  this  log  cabin  gave  place  to 
a  good  set  of  substantial  buildings.  He  broke  60  acres  of  the  land  and  made 
general  improvements.  On  this  place  he  successfully  carried  on  general  farm¬ 
ing  until  his  death.  For  several  years  he  operated  the  sawmill  at  Haugen. 
He  was  also  one  of  those  who  helped  build  the  highway  from  Haugen  to  Rice 
Lake.  Fraternally  he  was  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus  of  Bloomer, 
and  a  member  of  the  Catholic  church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Heinze  were  the  parents 
of  eight  children:  Hugh,  Emma,  Louisa,  Anna,  Henry,  Bertha,  Lena  and 
Frank  (deceased).  Mrs.  Heinze,  the  mother,  still  lives  on  the  old  place.  • 

Henry  Heinze,  energetic  and  prosperous  farmer,  business  man,  public 
official,  and  soldier  of  the  World  War,  was  born  on  a  farm  at  Bloomer,  Wis., 
March  26,  1887,  son  of  Frank  and  Anna  (Puhl)  Heinze,  who  brought  him  to 
this  county  in  1894.  He  attended  district  school  here  and  as  a  young  man 
worked  on  the  home  farm,  spent  his  falls  in  the  wheat  fields  of  the  Dakotas 
harvesting  and  threshing,  and  worked  on  the  roads  in  Oak  Grove  Township. 
When  his  father  died  he  purchased  the  rights  of  the  other  heirs  and  now 
operates  the  place  successfully  carrying  on  general  farming  and  dairying. 
For  several  years  he  was  in  business  in  Haugen.  At  one  time  he  bought  and 
shipped  stock,  potatoes,  cordwood,  hay,  grain  and  other  farm  produce.  He 
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also  operated  a  livery  barn  and  dray  line  and  handled  the  local  agency  for  the 
Ford  cars  in  connection  therewith.  As  a  business  man  he  was  active  in  village 
affairs  and  was  made  treasurer  of  the  Haugen  Commercial  Club,  in  which 
position  he  is  still  serving.  His  business  holdings  include  stock  in  the  Haugen 
State  Bank.  In  the  township  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  board  of  supervisors 
for  two  years.  He  was  inducted  into  the  United  States  service  July  23,  1918, 
and  trained  with  the  134th  Infantry,  86th  Division,  at  Camp  Grant.  After 
arriving  in  France  on  Sept.  21,  1918,  he  was  transferred  to  the  110th  Infantry, 
78th  Division.  He  was  returned  to  the  States  in  June,  1919,  and  was  discharged 
June  19  at  Camp  Grant.  He  is  a  member  of  the  American  Legion  and  also  of 
the  Modern  Woodmen.  Mr.  Heinze  was  married  July  8,  1919,  to  Margaret 
Votruba,  who  was  born  June  21,  1898,  at  Menomonie,  Wis.,  daughter  of  Joseph 
and  Catherine  (Forest)  Votruba,  natives  of  Austria,  who  now  live  in  Washburn 
County,  Wis.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Heinze  have  one  son,  Robert,  born  April  11,  1920. 

Bohmil  Stodola,  now  deceased,  for  some  ten  years  a  resident  of  this  county, 
was  born  in  Bohemia,  and  was  there  reared  and  educated.  There  he  married 
Anna  Svoboda,  the  daughter  of  a  neighbor.  They  came  to  America  in  1881, 
bringing  their  family.  After  due  deliberation  they  settled  near  Clarkson, 
Colfax  County,  Nebraska,  where  they  farmed  for  several  years,  and  where 
the  rest  of  their  children  were  born.  In  1896  they  came  to  Barron  County 
and  bought  160  acres  in  section  20,  Oak  Grove  Township.  He  erected  a  set 
of  buildings,  cleared  nearly  the  entire  tract,  and  developed  a  well  improved 
farm.  He  died  July  12,  1906.  Mrs.  Anna  Stodola  now  resides  with  her  son, 
Adolph  J.,  who  after  his  father’s  death  purchased  eighty  acres  of  the  farm, 
which  he  subsequently  sold  and  now  lives  on  a  farm  of  forty  acres  in  section 
9,  Oak  Grove.  The  other  eighty  acres  of  the  old  home  farm  were  bought  by 
another  son,  Ludvik.  In  the  family  there  were  eight  children:  Bohmil,  Anna, 
Edward,  Emma,  Joseph,  Ludvik,  Adolph  and  Lewis. 

Adolph  J.  Stodola,  who  is  successfully  farming  in  section  9,  Oak  Grove 
Township,  was  born  in  Colfax  County,  Nebraska,  Dec.  20,  1890,  son  of  Bohmil 
and  Anna  (Svoboda)  Stodola,  natives  of  Bohemia.  He  came  to  this  county 
with  his  parents  and  attended  school  at  Haugen.  He  learned  farming  with 
his  father,  gradually  assumed  more  and  more  responsibilities  of  the  home 
place,  and  when  he  became  of  age  took  over  its  management.  After  his  father’s 
death  in  1906  he  bought  eighty  acres  of  it,  which  he  later  sold,  and  in  1918 
purchased  his  present  farm  of  forty  acres  in  section  9,  Oak  Grove  Township. 
He  has  improved  the  buildings,  cleared  and  stumped  several  additional  acres, 
repaired  the  fences,  and  purchased  new  equipment.  He  now  successfully 
carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  He  is  favorably  regarded  by  all  who 
know  him  and  he  and  his  family  are  in  excellent  standing  in  the  community. 
Mr.  Stodola  was  married  June  2,  1915,  to  Caroline  Posta,  born  in  Allegheny, 
Penn.,  daughter  of  Anton  and  Caroline  (Herbolt)  Posta,  now  residing  in  this 
township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stodola  have  five  children:  Albert  P.,  Adolph  A., 
Evelyn  C.,  Irene  and  Theodore  W. 

Ludvik  R  Stodola,  who  owns  the  home  place  of  80  acres  in  section  20,  Oak 
Grove  Township,  was  born  in  Colfax  County,  Nebraska,  July  28,  1888,  the  son 
of  Bohmil  and  Anna  (Svoboda)  Stodola,  natives  of  Bohemia.  He  came  to 
Barron  County  with  his  parents  and  attended  school  at  Haugen.  For  some 
years  he  worked  with  his  father  and  brothers.  In  1911  he  took  possession  of 
one  half  of  the  home  farm  of  160  acres  in  section  20.  Here,  as  his  prosperity 
has  increased,  he  has  made  many  improvements.  In  1915  he  built  a  barn 
26  by  60  feet,  with  16-foot  leans  on  both  sides,  and  furnished  with  full  Libby 
equipment.  In  1918  he  put  up  a  machine  shed  26  by  150  feet.  In  1920  he 
erected  a  silo.  In  1921  he  constructed  a  sightly  modern  home.  His  place  is 
thus  as  good  a  one  as  is  to  be  found  in  the  neighborhood.  He  carries  on  general 
farming  and  dairying,  and  has  a  herd  of  Brown  Swiss  cattle  headed  by  full 
blooded  sires.  He  is  an  excellent  citizen  in  every  respect,  and  is  doing  his  full 
duty  in  life  as  he  sees  it.  Mr.  Stodola  was  married  June  22,  1915,  to  Mary 


Digitized  by  Google 


350 


HISTORY  OF  BARRON  COUNTY 


Mazel,  widow  of  Wencil  Prucha,  and  born  Dec.  26,  1884,  in  Webster  County, 
Nebraska,  the  daughter  of  Frank  and  Anna  (Hubacek)  Mazel.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Stodola  have  two  children :  Anna,  born  Sept.  4,  1917 ;  and  William,  born  Aug. 
4,  1919.  Mrs.  Stodola  has  three  children:  Wencil  Prucha,  born  March  24,  1904; 
Frank  Prucha,  born  Sept.  11,  1905;  and  Mary  Prucha,  born  Dec.  21,  1908. 

Joseph  Folz,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Maple  Grove  Township,  has  owned 
his  present  farm  of  160  acres  in  section  11,  West,  since  1911.  He  has  cleared 
forty  acres  and  broke  eleven,  and  has  made  general  improvements,  including 
a  good  barn  34  by  80  feet,  erected  in  1919,  and  a  silo,  granary  and  outbuildings. 
He  has  also  put  up  fences,  and  is  gradually  bringing  the  farm  to  a  high  stage 
of  improvement  and  fertility.  Like  his  neighbors  he  carries  on  general  farm¬ 
ing  and  dairying.  He  was  born  Feb.  24,  1880,  in  West  Bend,  Wisconsin,  the 
son  of  Mathew  and  Margaret  Folz,  natives  of  Germany,  who  came  to  America 
in  the  sixties  and  farmed  for  many  years  in  West  Bend,  until  moving  to 
Marshal,  Wis.,  where  the  father  still  lives,  the  mother  having  died  Feb.  30, 
1915.  They  were  the  parents  of  fourteen  children,  of  whom  eleven  are  living. 
Joseph  was  reared  to  farm  work  and  was  educated  in  the  district  schools.  He 
came  to  Barron  County  in  1902  and  rented  different  farms  until  he  purchased 
his  present  place.  Mr.  Folz  was  married  May  25,  1915,  to  Lizzie  Petrie,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Mathew  and  Mary  (Bining)  Petrie,  natives  of  Germany,  who  came  to 
America  in  the  early  sixties  and  settled  in  Brown  County,  this  state,  later 
moving  to  Morton  County,  where  they  now  reside.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Folz  are  the 
parents  of  four  children:  Leslie  L.  was  born  April  24,  1916;  Wilmer  M.  was 
born  June  14,  1917;  Orleen  A.  was  born  April  9,  1919;  and  Laverne  F.  was 
born  July  14,  1920.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church. 

Nels  P.  Hanson,  a  respected  and  substantial  citizen,  who  was  a  resident  of 
this  state  for  over  45  years,  spent  his  last  years  in  this  county,  and  during  his 
short  residence  here  was  held  in  the  highest  regard  by  all  who  knew  him.  He 
was  born  in  Norway  June  4,  1851,  son  of  Hans  and  Kari  (Skrepen)  Hanson, 
both  of  whom  spent  the  span  of  their  years  in  Norway.  He  was  educated 
in  his  native  land,  and  in  1871  came  to  this  country.  He  spent  several  years 
in  Dunn  County  and  St.  Croix  County,  both  in  this  state,  went  to  Polk  County, 
also  in  this  state,  in  1880,  and  in  1883  took  a  homestead  of  80  acres  in  that 
county,  which  he  cleared,  broke  and  developed,  erecting  thereon  a  good  set 
of  buildings  and  carrying  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  In  1905  he  sold 
out,  and  took  a  homestead  in  Bayfield  County,  this  state,  which  he  likewise 
broke  and  developed,  erected  a  set  of  buildings,  and  farmed  for  some  ten 
years.  In  1915  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  settled  near  Cumberland,  where 
he  died  Feb.  2,  1917.  Mr.  Hanson  was  married  July  18,  1881,  to  Carrie 

Bottolfs,  daughter  and  Andrew  and  Johanna  (Hanson)  Bottolfs,  natives  of 

Norway,  who  came  to  America  in  the  early  seventies,  settling  first  in  Pierce 
County,  this  state,  and  later  moving  to  a  farm  near  Clayton,  in  Polk  County, 
this  state,  where  the  father  died  April  22,  1909,  since  which  time  the  mother 
has  made  her  home  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Nels  P.  Hanson.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hanson  had  twelve  children:  Gusta  C.  was  born  Aug.  31,  1882,  and  is  now 
Mrs.  Anton  Holman.  Albert  H.  was  born  Oct.  30,  1884,  and  is  now  at  Eau 

Claire,  Wis.  Hans  was  born  Nov.  12,  1886,  and  lives  in  Minneapolis.  Clara 

was  born  Nov.  4,  1888,  and  is  now  Mrs.  Charles  Eckholm.  Lora  A.  was  born 
May  1,  1891,  and  died  Sept.  11,  1894.  Hilda  was  born  April  22,  1894,  and  is 
now  Mrs.  Oscar  Olson.  A.  Leonard  was  born  Nov.  2,  1896.  Melvin  was  born 
April  27,  1899.  Elmer  was  born  May  7,  1901.  Richard  was  born  Dec.  27,  1903. 
Conrad  was  born  Jan.  12,  1905.  Ellem  M.  was  born  Sept.  10,  1911.  Hans  is  a 
veteran  of  the  World  War.  He  was  inducted  into  the  United  States  service 
Aug.  14,  1918,  was  assigned  to  the  41st  Company,  Group  4,  M.  T.  D.,  and  served 
until  discharged  Jan.  1,  1919.  In  1916,  Hans,  A.  Leonard  and  Melvin  bought 
80  acres  in  Section  13,  West,  Maple  Grove  Township,  remodelled  the  house, 
erected  a  silo  and  machine  shed,  made  other  improvements,  and  now  carry  on 
general  farming  and  dairying  under  the  name  of  the  Hanson  Brothers.  They 
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have  given  the  place  the  name  of  the  Elms  Stock  Farm.  They  are  well  known 
young  men,  are  well  liked  in  the  community,  and  are  building  up  an  excellent 
place.  The  active  managers  are  A.  Leonard  and  Melvin. 

John  J.  Hopman,  a  prominent  farmer  of  Section  17,  Oak  Grove  Township, 
was  born  in  Libertyville,  Ill.,  March  17,  1882,  the  son  of  John  and  Johanna 
(Brownberg)  Hopman,  natives  of  Holland,  who  came  to  America  in  the  early 
seventies.  Having  settled  in  Illinois  they  farmed  there  until  1888  when  they 
moved  to  Renville  County,  Minnesota,  and  there  farmed  the  remainder  of  their 
lives,  the  father  dying  Feb.  10,  1919,  and  the  mother  June  6,  1913.  In  the 
family  there  were  nine  children:  Anna,  Henry,  Mary,  Elizabeth,  Jennie 
(deceased),  Della,  Bertha  (deceased),  John  J.  and  James.  John  J.  was  a  small 
child  when  the  family  moved  to  Renville  County  and  there  he  was  reared  and 
educated.  He  worked  with  his  father  until  1906  and  then  rented  a  farm. 
In  1911  he  bought  200  acres  in  Bird  Island  Township,  in  that  county.  There 
he  successfully  farmed  for  four  years.  He  was  one  of  the  leaders  in  public 
affairs,  and  served  for  several  terms  as  one  of  the  supervisors  of  that  town¬ 
ship.  In  1916  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  bought  160  acres,  which  con¬ 
stitutes  his  present  farm.  He  stumped  60  acres,  put  up  fences  and  improved 
and  developed  the  land.  In  1910  he  built  a  sightly  ten-room  house,  built  a 
machine  shed  and  silo,  repaired  the  granary  and  fixed  up  the  barn.  He  carries 
on  mixed  farming  and  dairying.  He  is  well  liked  by  all  who  know  him,  and 
is  now  serving  acceptably  as  constable  of  his  township.  Mr.  Hopman  was 
married  Sept.  25,  1906,  to  Helena  Rauenhorst,  who  was  born  in  Walnut  Town¬ 
ship,  Faribault  County,  Minnesota,  Aug.  1,  1884,  daughter  of  Theodore  and 
Francis  (Koonze)  Rauenhorst.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  five  chil¬ 
dren:  Levina,  born  Dec.  16,  1908;  Marie,  born  May  8,  1910;  Marsellia,  born 
April  26,  1912;  Leona,  born  Nov.  24,  1916,  and  Bernard,  born  Feb.  6,  1919. 
The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

Anthony  Shimon,  now  deceased,  was  a  hard  working,  substantial  citizen, 
who  developed  a  good  farm  in  Oak  Grove  Township  and  found  time  likewise 
to  do  general  carpenter  work  for  his  neighbors.  He  was  a  good  citizen,  a  kind 
husband,  and  an  indulgent  father,  and  in  his  religious  obligations  a  faithful 
Catholic.  He  took  the  greatest  pride  in  his  family,  gave  the  older  ones  a  good 
start  in  life,  and  was  looking  pleasantly  forward  to  the  future  of  the  others 
at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  born  in  Prague,  Bohemia,  May  27,  1859,  and 
was  brought  to  America  by  his  parents,  John  and  Catherine  Shimon,  who 
settled  on  a  farm  in  Manitowoc  County,  this  state,  where  they  farmed  for 
the  remainder  of  their  lives.  As  he  grew  up  he  farmed  with  his  parents  and 
also  worked  in  lumber  camps.  In  1885  he  bought  80  acres  of  timber  land  in 
Manitowoc  County,  on  which  a  few  small  buildings  had  been  erected.  He 
remodelled  the  buildings  and  erected  others,  cleared  60  acres  of  land,  and 
successfully  carried  on  general  farming  while  making  general  improvements. 
In  1900  he  sold  out  and  came  to  Barron  County  where  he  bought  166  acres  in 
Section  35,  Oak  Grove  Township,  to  which  he  later  added  35  acres  more.  He 
erected  a  good  set  of  buildings,  cleared  some  of  the  land,  and  there  success¬ 
fully  carried  on  general  farming  and  dairying  until  his  death  April  3,  1916. 
Since  that  time  the  farm  has  been  conducted  along  the  same  general  lines  by 
his  widow  and  the  sons.  Mr.  Shimon  was  married  Nov.  18,  1885,  to  Katherine 
Schimanek,  who  was  born  Nov.  1,  1865,  in  Manitowoc  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Shimon  became  the  parents  of  sixteen  children,  namely :  Mary,  Adolph,  Anton, 
Emma,  Julia,  Sophia,  Joseph,  Charles,  Agnes,  Frank,  Victor,  Anna,  Edward, 
Ludmilla,  Benjamin  and  Martha.  Of  these  children,  Adolph  is  now  on  the 
home  farm;. Mary  lives  in  Rice  Lake,  this  county;  Anton  is  in  Phoenix,  Ariz.; 
Emma  lives  at  Rice  Lake;  Julia  is  at  home;  Sophia  is  the  wife  of  Joseph 
Meyer  of  Eau  Clair,  Wis.;  Joseph  died  at  the  age  of  ten  years  in  August,  1904; 
Agnes  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Meyer  of  Minneapolis,  Minn.  Charles  and  Frank 
have  World  War  records.  Charles  was  inducted  into  the  United  States  service 
Sept.  19,  1917.  He  trained  at  Camp  Grant  with  Company  F,  341st  Infan- 
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try,  and  was  afterward  assigned  to  the  supply  company  of  the  same  regi¬ 
ment.  He  sailed  for  France  September  9,  1918,  on  the  steamer  “Elpenor,” 
landed  at  Liverpool,  England,  Sept.  21,  1918,  and  was  sent  to  France  soon 
afterward.  He  was  transferred  to  Divisional  Company  1,  in  the  same  division. 
He  returned  to  the  States  in  the  summer  of  1919  and  was  discharged  at  Camp 
Grant  Aug.  11,  1919.  Frank  volunteered  April  29,  1917,  and  was  sent  to  Great 
Lakes,  Ill.,  where  he  trained  for  seven  months.  He  was  then  sent  to  the 
Atlantic  coast,  was  on  the  training  ship  “Wolverine”  for  two  weeks,  and  was 
then  sent  to  Norfolk,  Va.  At  Philadelphia  he  boarded  the  “Oklahoma.” 
After  seven  months  on  that  boat  he  boarded  the  “New  Mexico”  in  New  York 
harbor,  and  then  sailed  the  Atlantic  coast  as  far  south  as  Virginia  and  as  far 
north  as  Maine.  Jan.  15,  1919,  he  reached  Brest,  France,  and  came  back  to 
the  United  States  on  the  “New  Mexico”  as  consort  to  the  “George  Washing¬ 
ton,”  which  brought  President  Wilson  back  to  the  United  States.  Later  he  was 
sent  to  the  Canal  Zone,  patrolled  the  Pacific  Ocean  and  later  was  returned  to 
Great  Lakes  where  he  was  discharged  Oct.  10,  1919. 

John  Jancisin,  a  solid  and  substantial  citizen  of  Section  6,  Oak  Grove 
Township,  now  deceased,  was  an  earnest,  hard  working,  industrious  man,  who 
did  his  duty  in  life  as  he  saw  it  and  maintained  an  excellent  reputation  for 
probity  and  worth.  He  was  born  in  Austria  Dec.  8,  1863,  the  son  of  John  and 
Barbara  (Shedlock)  Jancisin.  He  was  reared  in  his  native  land,  attended  the 
government  schools  there,  and  became  a  farmer.  In  1888  he  came  to  the 
United  States  and  for  many  years  was  employed  in  the  mines  in  upper  Michi¬ 
gan.  He  still  retained  his  fondness  for  farming,  however.  So  in  1905  he 
bought  160  acres  in  Section  6,  Oak  Grove  Township.  To  this  tract  he  moved 
in  1909.  He  erected  a  good  set  of  buildings,  cleared  about  40  acres,  and 
carried  on  nyxed  farming  and  dairying.  His  career  was  cut  short  by  his 
death  Oct.  7,  1916.  Since  that  time  the  sons,  James  and  Anton,  operate  the 
farm  for  their  mother.  These  young  men  are  active,  energetic  youths  who 
understand  their  business  thoroughly,  are  among  the  most  popular  of  the 
younger  people  of  the  community,  and  have  an  interesting  future  ahead  of 
them.  Mr.  Jancisin  was  married  Feb.  18,  1886,  to  Elizabeth  Krawich,  who  was 
born  in  Austria  June  24,  1866,  the  daughter  of  Matt  and  Anna  Krawich,  both 
now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jancisin  had  six  children.  William  was  born 
Feb.  18,  1889,  and  is  now  in  Virginia,  Minn.  John  was  born  Nov.  6,  1890,  and 
lives  in  Rice  Lake.  Rose  was  born  March  5,  1897,  and  helps  her  mother  at 
home.  James  waB  born  April  4,  1902,  and  Anton,  June  12,  1903.  Since  their 
father’s  death  they  have  erected  a  modern  barn,  36  by  90  feet,  furnished  with 
Libby  barn  equipment.  Rudolph  was  born  Dec.  8,  1906.  He  is  a  bright  boy 
who  is  doing  well  with  his  studies  and  helping  out  at  home  when  he  can. 

Clarence  M.  Roseth,  a  well-to-do  farmer  of  Sections  5  and  6,  Oak  Grove 
Township,  was  born  in  Norway  March  8,  1865,  the  son  of  Martin  and  Carrie 
(Lee)  Roseth,  who  spent  the  span  of  their  years  in  that  country.  He  was 
reared  and  educated  in  his  native  land  and  became  a  farm  helper.  In  1884 
he  came  to  America  and,  after  landing  at  Quebec,  came  directly  to  St.  Paul, 
Minn.,  from  which  place  he  later  went  to  Madison,  Wis.  Then  he  went  to 
Blanchardville,  in  Fayette  County,  Wis.,  and  there  learned  the  plumbing  and 
tinsmith  trade.  In  1899  he  came  to  Rice  Lake  and  for  a  short  time  worked  at 
his  trade.  Then  he  bought  160  acres  in  Section  9,  Rice  Lake  Township,  which 
he  conducted  while  still  working  at  his  trade.  In  1907  he  sold  the  farm  and 
bought  210  acres  in  Sections  5  and  6,  Oak  Grove  Township.  To  this  farm 
he  has  since  devoted  his  entire  attention.  He  has  put  up  a  good  set  of  build¬ 
ings,  has  constructed  fences,  and  cleared  80  acres  of  the  land.  Here  he  suc¬ 
cessfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  His  herd  is  of  graded 
Holsteins,  with  a  full  blooded  sire  at  the  head.  Mr.  Roseth  is  a  believer  in 
education,  and  for  six  years  has  been  a  member  of  the  school  board  of  Dis¬ 
trict  4.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church.  Mr. 
Roseth  was  married  at  Blanchardville,  Wis.,  Oct.  9,  1891,  to  Caroline  Johnson, 
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who  was  born  in  that  place  Jan.  27,  1873,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Anna 
(Gorden)  Johnson.  Her  parents  were  born  in  Norway,  came  to  America  as 
children,  and  spent  their  lives  in  Blanchardville,  the  father  dying  in  1915  and 
the  mother  in  1895.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roseth  have  four  children:  John  M., 
Alma,  Clifford  and  Morris.  John  M.  was  born  July  4,  1892.  He  is  a  veteran 
of  the  World  War,  having  served  nine  months  in  France  with  the  316th  Field 
Hospital  of  the  304th  Sanitary  Train.  He  was  inducted  into  the  United  States 
service  July  23,  1918,  trained  at  Camp  Georgia,  Greenleaf,  Ga.,  and  was  dis¬ 
charged  at  Camp  Grant,  Rockford,  Ill.,  June  14,  1919.  Alma  was  born  Jan. 
11,  1898,  and  is  the  wife  of  Edward  Wick,  of  Washburn  County.  Clifford  was 
born  Oct.  9,  1899,  and  died  Dec.  15,  1918.  Morris  was  born  May  15,  1909. 

Joseph  Dvorak,  general  farmer,  former  wagon  maker  and  business  man, 
has  good  pla&e  in  Oak  Grove  Township,  whose  buildings  and  general  improve¬ 
ments  bespeak  the  thrift  and  success  of  the  owner.  He  is  a  native  of  this 
state,  born  in  Manitowoc  County  Dec.  8,  1876,  son  of  Joseph  and  Mary 
Dvorak,  natives  of  Bohemia,  who  came  to  Wisconsin  in  the  seventies  and 
farmed  in  Manitowoc  County  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  Joseph  was  reared 
in  his  native  county  and  for  a  time  helped  his  father  at  farm  work.  In  1892 
he  started  to  learn  the  wagon  making  trade  at  Manitowoc  and  worked  there 
for  several  years.  He  came  to  Barron  in  1899  and  opened  a  wagon  shop  at 
Dobie,  in  Oak  Grove  Township.  In  1901  he  engaged  in  the  refreshment  busi¬ 
ness  there.  He  went  to  Rice  Lake  in  1903  and  there  opened  a  wagon  shop. 
Four  years  later,  in  1907,  he  purchased  40  acres  in  Section  24,  Oak  Grove 
Township,  cleared  30  acres,  and  erected  a  sightly  house  and  suitable  out¬ 
buildings.  In  1919  he  added  40  acres  more  in  the  same  township.  He  is 
successfully  carrying  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  and  has  a  satisfactory 
herd  of  mixed  cattle.  Mr.  Dvorak  was  married  Oct.  29,  1901,  to  Elizabeth 
Frolik,  who  was  born  Dec.  23,  1879,  in  Manitowoc  County,  Wisconsin,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Frank  and  Barbara  (Wagner)  Frolik.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dvorak  are  the 
parents  of  three  children:  Victor,  born  Oct.  13,  1903,  and  died  Feb.  17,  1920; 
Lydia,  born  June  14,  1906,  and  Clarence,  born  Oct.  11,  1911.  The  family 
faith  is  that  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

Thomas  Dorcy,  an  early  settler,  was  born  in  Canada,  and  there  married 
Anna  White,  also  a  native  of  that  country.  They  came  to  the  United  States 
in  1877  and  located  in  East  Saginaw,  Mich.,  where  he  was  employed  for  several 
years.  In  1883  they  came  to  Barron  County  and  bought  40  acres  in  Section  27, 
Oak  Grove  Township.  Conditions  were  still  wild  and  times  were  hard.  He 
cleared  a  small  tract,  erected  a  log  house  and  crude  sheds,  planted  small 
crops,  kept  a  few  cows  and  chickens  and  managed  to  get  along  as  best  he 
could  by  earning  a  little  money  now  and  then  working  at  lumbering  winter 
times.  He  and  his  family  endured  many  hardships;  there  were  almost  no 
comforts  and  the  bare  necessities  were  sometimes  scarce.  But  they  labored 
together  and  in  time  acquired  prosperity.  Nearly  all  the  land  was  cleared, 
better  buildings  were  erected,  and  a  good  farm  was  developed.  He  died 
May  9,  1909.  The  wife  now  lives  with  her  son,  John  J.,  aged  86  years.  There 
was  one  other  son  in  the  family,  Thomas  P. 

John  J.  Dorcy,  one  of  the  enterprising  and  popular  farmers  of  Oak  Grove 
Township,  was  born  in  Canada  April  9,  1872,  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Anna 
(White)  Dorcy,  who  brought  him  to  East  Saginaw,  Mich.,  in  1877  and  to  Oak 
Grove  Township,  this  county,  in  1883.  He  was  even  at  that  time  able  to  be  of 
assistance  to  his  parents  in  clearing  up  and  developing  the  farm.  He  com¬ 
pleted  his  schooling  in  the  schoolhouse  of  District  4.  In  1896  he  and  his 
brother,  Thomas  P.,  purchased  140  acres  in  the  home  section,  and  this  they 
operated  jointly  together  with  the  40  acres  of  the  home  farm.  After  success¬ 
fully  working  together  for  several  years  they  divided  the  land  in  1904.  John  J. 
now  has  100  acres,  well  improved,  on  which  he  has  erected  a  sightly  and 
adequate  set  of  buildings.  The  house  is  modern,  the  barn  has  the  Star  barn 
fixtures,  and  the  other  structures  are  well  in  keeping.  Mr.  Dprcy  carries  on 
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general  fanning  and  dairying  and  has  a  fine  herd  of  Holsteins,  headed  by  full 
blooded  sires.  He  has  borne  an  excellent  reputation  from  boyhood  up  and 
stands  well  as  a  citizen  and  as  a  farmer.  Mr.  Dorcy  was  married  July  1,  1902, 
to  Fidelia  Deruso,  born  Sept.  6,  1882,  in  Canada,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Philman  Deruso,  natives  of  Canada,  of  French  descent,  who  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1886  and  purchased  120  acres  in  Rice  Lake  Township,  this 
county,  where  they  farmed  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  the  father  dying  in 
October,  1896,  and  the  mother,  Sept.  3,  1902.  In  the  family  were  eight  chil¬ 
dren:  Rose,  Exzilla,  Edward,  Napoleon,  Fidelia,  Millie  (deceased),  Edmond 
(deceased),  and  John  (deceased).  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dorcy  have  four  interesting 
children:  Raymond,  born  May  22,  1904;  Harvey,  Sept.  28,  1905;  Isabella, 
Dec.  15,  1906;  and  Edgar,  Sept.  25,  1914.  % 

Frank  P.  Roubal,  influential  official  of  Oak  Grove  Township,  prosperous 
and  successful  farmer,  and  president  of  the  Campia  Equity  Exchange  Co., 
which  owns  the  potato  warehouse  at  Campia,  has  been  in  this  county  nearly 
twenty  years.  He  has  been  supervisor  of  the  township  two  years,  is  a  stock¬ 
holder  in  the  Brill  Creamery  Co.  at  Brill,  and  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Co¬ 
lumbus.  He  was  born  in  Manitowoc  County,  Wis.,  Jan.  23,  1879,  son  of  Frank 
and  Mary  (Sour)  Roubal,  natives  of  Bohemia,  who  came  to  America  when 
they  were  children,  were  married  in  Manitowoc  County,  and  there  farmed  for 
many  years.  The  mother  still  lives  in  that  county  and  the  father  in  Rice  Lake. 
In  the  family  there  were  seven  children:  Barbara,  Mary,  Emma,  Anna,  John, 
James  and  Frank  P.  Frank  P.  attended  school  as  a  small  boy,  but  started  out 
for  himself  when  he  was  about  ten  years  old.  As  a  youth  and  young  man  he 
worked  at  and  about  his  birthplace.  In  1901  he  came  to  Barron  County  and 
the  next  year  bought  70  acres,  forty  of  which  was  in  Oak  Grove  Township  and 
30  in  Cedar  Lake  Township.  He  repaired  some  of  the  buildings,  cleared  some 
of  the  land,  and  there  carried  on  general  farming  for  eight  years.  In  1910  he 
sold  out  and  purchased  80  acres  in  section  36,  Oak  Grove  Township,  where  he 
still  resides.  To  the  development  of  this  place  he  has  since  given  his  attention. 
He  renovated  and  repaired  the  buildings,  he  has  improved  the  land,  and  in 
1916  he  built  a  modern  house  and  moved  the  barns  and  other  buildings. 
Among  his  modern  equipment  may  be  mentioned  the  Matthews  Lighting  system. 
He  carries  on  general  farming  and  has  a  good  herd  of  Holsteins  headed  by  a 
full  blooded  sire.  He  was  president  two  years  of  the  Rice  Lake  Cattle  Ship¬ 
ping  Association,  of  which  he  is  now  a  director.  Mr.  Roubal  was  married 
May  22,  1891,  to  Mary  Svacina,  born  Sept.  28,  1879,  in  Manitowoc  County, 
Wisconsin,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Mary  (Rouse)  Svacina,  who  now  live  in 
Rice  Lake.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roubal  have  eight  children:  Frank,  born  Feb.  9, 
1902;  Joseph,  born  Aug.  23,  1903;  Mary,  born  Aug.  11,  1905,  who  died  July  15, 
1912;  John,  born  March  27,  1910;  Anna,  born  April  3,  1913;  Catherine,  born 
March  28,  1915;  Raymond,  born  Jan.  26,  1918;  and  Lillian,  born  March  7,  1920. 

Owen  McGeough,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Oak  Grove  Township,  was 
born  in  Ireland,  and  came  to  Upper  Canada  as  a  young  man.  Here  he  received 
a  taste  of  pioneer  life  as  he  helped  to  clear  two  different  farms  for  farmers 
there.  He  reached  the  States  May  22,  1871,  and  shortly  afterward  took  a 
homestead  of  120  acres  in  section  10,  Oak  Grove  Township.  His  previous 
experience  stood  him  in  good  stead  in  breaking  this  farm.  Like  the  other 
pioneers  he  underwent  many  hardships  and  had  much  to  contend  with.  Farm¬ 
ing  among  the  stumps  was  not  profitable,  and  for  some  time  did  not  even 
produce  a  living  for  his  family,  so  he  was  forced  to  work  on  farms  and  in 
✓  the  woods  for  others  in  order  to  get  a  little  cash  for  immediate  needs.  But 
he  and  his  family  persevered  in  spite  of  hardships.  He  died  June  8,  1885,  and 
his  wife,  Bridget  Kennedy,  a  native  of  Canada,  was  left  to  carry  on  his  un¬ 
finished  work  with  the  aid  of  the  children.  After  a  long  and  useful  life  she 
died  May  18,  1900.  In  the  family  there  were  ten  children,  namely:  John,  Mary, 
Margaret,  Michael,  Peter,  Bernard,  Bridget,  Patrick,  James  and  Thomas,  of 
whom  the  six  first  mentioned,  as  well  as  Thomas,  are  now  deceased. 
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Patrick  McGeough,  who  has  farmed  in  Oak  Grove  Township  since  early 
manhood,  is  one  of  the  well-to-do  men  of  the  township,  and  his  intelligent  effort 
and  well-directed  hard  work  has  resulted  in  success.  He  was  born  in  Upper 
Canada  March  7,  1861,  son  of  Owen  and  Bridget  (Kennedy)  McGeough,  who 
brought  him  to  Barron  County  when  he  was  eleven  years  of  age.  He  attended 
school  for  a  while  and  worked  with  his  parents,  helping  them  to  develop  a 
farm  from  the  wilderness.  As  a  young  man  he  entered  the  employ  of  Knapp, 
Stout  &  Co.,  working  for  them  in  the  woods  in  the  winter  time  and  engaging 
in  farm  work  in  the  summer  time.  In  1887  he  purchased  160  acres  of  railroad 
land  in  section  11,  Oak  Grove  Township,  to  the  development  and  operating 
of  which  he  has  since  devoted  his  attention.  He  has  cleared  80  acres,  erected 
a  good  set  of  buildings,  including  a  good  silo  built  in  1920,  and  made  many 
other  improvements.  He  carries  on  mixed  farming  and  dairying  and  has  a 
herd  of  graded  Holsteins.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Brill  Creamery  Co.  at 
Brill.  Mr.  McGeough  was  married  April  17,  1893,  to  Rosie  Cosgrove,  a 
most  worthy  woman,  who  was  born  in  Benton,  Wis.,  and  died  Feb.  16,  1902. 
In  the  family  there  were  three  daughters:  Mary,  Rosella  and  Loretta.  Mary 
was  born  March  12,  1894.  After  her  mother’s  death  she  kept  house  for  her 
father  until  her  own  death,  March  30,  1920.  Rosella  was  born  April  3,  1895, 
and  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Drost,  of  this  county.  Loretta  was  born  Aug.  23, 
1900,  and  is  now  Mrs.  Earl  Bollman,  of  this  county. 

Thomas  Parks,  now  deceased,  was  a  well  known  figure  in  Barron  County 
life  for  more  than  thirty  years.  He  was  one  of  the  real  leaders  of  the  town¬ 
ship  in  which  he  lived,  his  judgment  was  always  to  be  relied  upon,  and  he  was 
one  of  those  thorough-going  steady  men  upon  whom  rests  the  stability  of 
agricultural  life  in  the  Northwest.  In  his  home  he  was  all  that  a  husband 
and  father  should  be,  and  his  death  was  sincerely  mourned.  He  was  born 
June  6,  1842,  in  Burgess,  Ontario,  Canada,  and  was  there  reared  and  educated. 
In  1873  he  came  to  the  United  States  and  settled  in  Pierce  County,  this  state, 
where  he  bought  80  acres  of  land  and  carried  on  general  farming.  In  1881 
he  sold  out  and  came  to  Barron  County,  where  he  took  a  homestead  of  80  acres 
in  section  13,  Oak  Grove  Township,  and  devoted  sixteen  years  to  its  develop¬ 
ment.  He  cleared  40  acres,  erected  a  set  of  buildings  and  bought  suitable 
equipment.  In  1897  he  sold  out  and  purchased  240  acres  in  section  35,  in  the 
same  township.  There  he  cleared  120  acres  of  land.  He  put  up  a  good  set  of 
buildings,  which,  when  they  were  destroyed,  he  replaced  with  another  set.  He 
was  at  the  height  of  a  successful  career  when  he  died  Aug.  19,  1913.  He  was 
a  valued  member  of  the  county  board,  and  also  served  for  many  years  on  the 
town  board  and  on  the  school  board  of  his  district.  Fraternally  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Catholic  Knights.  He  and  his  family  were  communicants  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  church.  Mr.  Parks  was  married  Aug.  23,  1869,  to  Bridget 
Darcy,  born  Feb.  2,  1847,  in  Canada,  daughter  of  Michael  and  Bridget  (Donley) 
Darcy,  both  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Parks  have  had  four  children :  Andy, 
Thomas,  George  and  Frank:  The  last  mentioned  died  Feb.  13,  1918. 

Hans  W.  Skinvik,  a  respected  farmer  of  section  4,  Oak  Grove  Township, 
came  to  Barron  County  in  1913,  and  for  a  year  lived  at  Rice  Lake.  Then  he 
bought  his  present  farm  of  40  acres.  He  has  fixed  up  the  house  and  other 
buildings,  and  erected  a  new  barn  and  silo.  He  has  also  continued  the  clearing 
and  breaking  of  the  land.  He  here  carries  on  general  farming  along  modern 
lines.  He  is  interested  in  all  the  affairs  of  the  community,  and  for  four  years 
served  as  treasurer  of  the  Hawthorne  school  district.  As  he  is  a  man  of 
superior  attainments  and  a  former  teacher  himself,  his  services  in  this  ca¬ 
pacity  were  of  much  benefit  to  the  district.  Born  in  Norway  June  19,  1861,  he 
is  the  son  of  Peter  and  Anna  (Larson)  Skinvik,  natives  of  that  country,  and 
both  now  deceased.  He  was  graduated  from  the  Training  School  at  Volden, 
Norway,  in  1878,  and  then  taught  school  for  two  years.  Subsequently  he 
entered  the  high  school  at  Christiania,  Norway,  and  was  graduated  in  1881. 
With  this  experience  he  became  a  clerk  in  a  furniture  store  at  Christiania, 
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Norway,  for  ten  years.  In  1891  he  came  to  America  and  after  arriving  at 
Superior,  Wis.,  came  to  Washburn  County,  this  state,  and  homesteaded  160 
acres  near  Minong.  There  he  developed  a  good  farm,  and  there  he  remained 
for  twenty-two  years.  He  was  one  of  the  leading  men  of  his  community, 
exerted  considerable  influence  in  public  affairs,  and  served  for  two  years  on 
the  town  board  and  twelve  years  was  township  clerk.  In  1913  he  sold  out  and 
came  to  Barron  County.  Mr.  Skinvik  was  married  Jan.  8,  1885,  in  Norway,  to 
Anna  Nelson,  who  was  born  in  Denmark,  Jan.  24,  1862,  the  daughter  of  Peter 
and  Bodil  Anderson,  both  natives  of  that  country,  and  both  now  deceased. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Skinvik  are  the  parents  of  eight  children:  Peter,  Olaf,  Borghild, 
May,  Eva,  John,  Effie  and  Vivian.  Peter  was  born  March  11,  1886,  and  is  now 
in  Augusta,  Eau  Claire  County,  this  state.  Olaf  was  born  Dec.  15,  1888,  and 
is  now  in  Wilson,  Oklahoma.  Borghild  was  born  Aug.  8,  1891,  and  is  the  wife 
of  Herbert  Jacoby,  a  farmer  of  Spooner,  Wis.  May  was  born  May  2,  1894, 
and  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  Seth  Medley,  of  Butler,  Oklahoma.  Eva  was  born  March 
4,  1897,  and  is  the  wife  of  William  Philipson,  of  Barron,  this  county.  John 
was  born  Aug.  8,  1902,  and  is  at  home.  Effie  was  born  Aug.  31,  1904,  and  is 
attending  the  Barron  County  Training  School  at  Rice  Lake.  Vivian  was  born 
Sept.  3,  1907,  and  is  attending  the  district  school.  The  family  faith  is  that  of 
the  Norwegian  Lutheran  church. 

Richard  G.  Hocking,  a  modern  farmer  of  section  4,  Oak  Grove  Township, 
was  born  at  Fonda,  Pocahontas  County,  Iowa,  Nov.  6,  1881,  the  son  of  Hugh 
and  Millie  (Willard)  Hocking,  natives  respectively  of  England  and  Illinois. 
Hugh  Hocking  came  to  America  as  a  boy  with  his  parents  in  1839  and  located 
with  them  in  Grant  County,  this  state,  where  he  remained  for  thirty  years. 
As  a  young  man  he  learned  the  trades  of  carpenter  and  wagon  maker,  voca¬ 
tions  which  he  followed  throughout  his  adult  years.  In  1869  he  went  to 
Wagner,  South  Dakota,  and  worked  at  his  trade  until  1916  when  he  took  up 
his  home  with  his  son,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  His  wife  died  March  11, 
1920.  In  the  family  there  were  ten  children:  Charles  (deceased),  Hugh  (de¬ 
ceased),  George  (deceased),  Nathan  (deceasd),  John,  of  Turtle  Lake,  this 
county;  May,  wife  of  Edward  Hyde,  of  South  Dakota;  Olive,  of  Wagner,  South 
Dakota;  Richard  G.,  of  Oak  Grove  Township,  this  county;  Theodore,  of  Lynch, 
Nebraska;  and  Frank,  who  lives  with  Richard  G.  Richard  G.  received  his  edu¬ 
cation  in  his  native  town,  and  has  devoted  his  life  to  farming  since  early 
youth.  From  Iowa  in  1900  he  first  came  to  Barron  County.  Later  he  went  to 
South  Dakota  and  in  1913  from  that  state  to  Nebraska,  and  rented  a  farm 
which  he  operated  for  five  years.  In  1918  he  bought  his  present  farm  of  eighty 
acres.  Here  he  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  his  cattle  being  of  the 
Holstein  breed.  Mr.  Hocking  was  married  April  16,  1904,  to  Lucille  Guibord, 
born  in  Oak  Grove,  Barron  County,  in  1888,  the  daughter  of  Tusant  Guibord. 
This  union  has  been  blessed  with  one  child:  Bernice,  born  Jan.  11,  1907. 

Carl  E.  Westerland,  an  estimable  farmer  of  section  4,  Oak  Grove  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  Finland  Sept.  22,  1878,  the  son  of  Carl  and  Ella  (Nordland) 
Westerland,  also  natives  of  that  country,  the  former  of  whom  died  in  1886, 
and  the  latter  of  whom  is  still  living  there.  In  the  family  there  were  seven 
children:  Carl  E.,  of  Oak  Grove  Township;  Lena,  wife  of  John  Bergman,  of 
Oak  Grove  Township;  John,  of  Escanaba,  Michigan;  Sophia,  of  Sweden;  Ilgot, 
of  Finland;  Helma,  the  wife  of  John  Berg,  of  Brooklyn,  New  York;  and  Al- 
fonse,  of  Sweden.  Carl  E.,  the  oldest  of  the  family,  was  reared  in  his  native 
land  and  as  a  youth  became  a  sailor,  in  which  capacity  he  visited  many  of 
the  principal  ports  of  Northern  Europe.  He  came  to  America  in  1903  and 
located  in  Philadelphia,  Penn.,  where  he  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade.  In 
1908  he  went  back  to  Finland  for  a  short  time,  but  in  1909  again  came  to 
America  and  worked  in  the  mines  in  upper  Michigan.  He  came  to  Barron 
County  in  1910  and  bought  40  acres  in  section  4,  Oak  Grove  Township.  Later 
he  added  forty  more  in  the  same  section.  For  a  while,  in  order  to  secure  the 
funds  necessary  to  improve  his  farm,  he  worked  in  the  woods  winters  and  in 
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the  summers  did  carpenter  work  in  the  neighborhood.  In  the  meantime,  he 
gradually  developed  his  place.  He  cleared  forty  acres,  put  up  fences,  and 
erected  a  good  set  of  buildings  with  his  own  hands.  He  now  carries  on  general 
farming  on  a  profitable  scale,  and  does  considerable  dairying,  having  a  good 
herd  of  mixed  Holsteins.  Mr.  Westerland  was  married  Nov.  27,  1904,  to  Olga 
Johnson,  who  was  born  in  Finland  Feb.  16,  1881,  the  daughter  of  John  August 
and  Matilda  (Hegbloom)  Johnson,  the  former  of  whom  is  dead  and  the  latter 
of  whom  still  lives  in  Finland.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Westerland  have  five  children: 
Florence,  born  Feb.  27,  1905;  Holger,  born  Aug.  10,  1909;  Leon,  born  Aug.  3, 
1911;  Elmer,  born  Jan.  6,  1916;  and  Agnes,  born  June  10,  1917. 

John  Bergman,  a  representative  farmer  of  Section  4,  Oak  Grove  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  Finland  Nov.  27,  1880,  the  son  of  Emil  and  Sophia  Bergman, 
who  spent  the  span  of  their  years  in  that  country.  John  was  educated  in  his 
native  land,  and  early  became  a  sailor.  He  came  to  the  United  States  in 
1904  and  came  directly  to  Oak  Grove  Township  where  he  did  farm  work  for 
a  while.  Then  he  became  a  railroad  section  man  and  worked  in  Wisconsin, 
North  Dakota  and  Washington.  In  1908  he  came  back  to  Barron  County  and 
bought  40  acres  in  Section  4,  Oak  Grove  Township.  He  renovated  the  house 
which  stood  on  the  place  and  built  a  barn  and  other  structures.  Of  this  tract 
he  cleared  20  acres.  In  1918  he  bought  80  acres  over  the  line  in  Washburn 
County  and  has  cleared  several  acres  of  that.  He  successfully  carries  on 
general  farming  and  dairying,  and  is  highly  regarded  throughout  the  commu¬ 
nity.  Mr.  Bergman  was  married  in  Finland  March  18,  1903,  to  Lena  Wester¬ 
land,  who  was  born  in  Finland  in  February,  1881,  the  daughter  of  Carl  and 
Ella  (Nordland)  Westerland.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  five  children: 
Delia  L.,  born  Jan.  1,  1905;  Alma  B.,  May  6,  1908;  Aver  W.,  Dec.  13,  1913; 
Carl  J.,  June  8,  1916,  and  Grace,  Oct.  13,  1918. 

Joseph  P.  Kohel,  an  industrious  farmer  of  Section  5,  Oak  Grove  Township, 
came  to  Barron  County  in  1910  and  purchased  80  acres  of  his  present  farm. 
In  1919  he  bought  another  80  acres  in  Section  4,  thus  making  a  good  place  of 
160  acres.  On  this  tract  he  has  erected  a  good  set  of  buildings,  cleared  65 
acres,  and  broken  some  of  it,  so  that  the  farm  is  now  well  developed  and 
improved.  He  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying  on  a  successful  scale, 
and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  prosperous  men  of  the  township.  He  was  born 
in  Bohemia  Aug.  24,  1872,  the  son  of  Frank  and  Julia  (Wagner)  Kohel,  natives 
of  that  country,  both  of  whom  are  now  deceased.  He  received  his  education 
in  Bohemia  and  farmed  with  his  parents  until  1890.  In  that  year  he  came  to 
America.  He  worked  a  while  in  Kewaunee  County,  this  state,  then  in  Mari¬ 
nette,  also  in  this  state,  then  in  the  upper  peninsula  of  Michigan,  then  in  the 
mines  near  Duluth  and  then  in  Marinette  County,  Wisconsin,  getting  out  posts 
and  ties.  In  1903  he  went  to  Ashland,  in  this  state,  and  worked  in  the  saw¬ 
mills  there.  Next  he  went  to  Virginia,  Minn.,  and  was  employed  in  the  mines. 
From  there  he  came  to  Barron  County.  Mr.  Kohel  was  married  April  16,  1903, 
to  Dora  Kust,  who  was  born  in  Bohemia  Dec.  4,  1880,  the  daughter  of  Mathiew 
and  Anna  (Kovrick)  Kust.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  nine  children: 
John,  born  Sept.  12,  1906;  Mary,  born  Sept.  8,  1907;  Rose,  born  March  12, 
1910;  Thomas,  born  June  6,  1911;  James,  born  Sept.  12,  1912;  Anna,  born 
Dec.  15,  1913;  Edward,  born  May  29,  1916;  Helen,  born  May  24,  1916,  and 
William,  born  Nov.  2,  1920. 

Joseph  J.  Kust,  an  energetic  farmer  of  Section  5,  Oak  Grove  Township, 
was  bom  in  Bohemia  Dec.  7,  1886,  the  son  of  Joseph  and  Anna  (Kovrick) 
Kust,  also  natives  of  that  country.  The  father  died  in  Bohemia  in  1894.  In 
1901  the  mother  and  Joseph  J.  came  to  this  country  and  located  in  Ashland 
County,  this  state.  There  she  married  Thomas  Kvalovec,  who  brought  the 
family  to  Barron  County  in  1905  and  located  in  Oak  Grove  Township.  Joseph 
J.  worked  with  his  stepfather  for  some  years  and  thoroughly  mastered  farm¬ 
ing.  In  1908  he  bought  120  acres  in  Section  5,  Oak  Grove  Township.  He  has 
continued  the  improvements,  has  fixed  over  the  buildings,  and  cleared  more  of 
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the  land.  Here  he  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  He 
is  well  liked  for  his  genial  temperament  and  is  already  well  along  the  road 
to  success.  Mr.  Kust  was  married  April  30,  1917,  to  Cecilia  Hrdlicka,  who 
was  born  Nov.  15,  1902,  in  Ledgewood,  N.  D.,  the  daughter  of  Alois  and  Anna 
(Tomek)  Hrdlicka,  natives  of  Bohemia,  who  now  live  in  Woodburn,  Oregon. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kust  have  two  children:  Joseph  B.,  born  July  30,  1918,  and 
Anna  C.,  born  April  4,  1920. 

Anton  Dostal,  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  the  northern  part  of  Oak  Grove 
Township  and  a  leader  among  the  Bohemian  colony  in  this  vicinity,  was 
born  in  Bohemia,  was  there  reared  and  educated,  and  there  married  Maiy 
Vovalancky.  He  came  to  America  in  1878  and  settled  at  Muscoda,  Grant 
County,  this  state,  where  he  engaged  in  the  meat  business  for  nineteen  years. 
In  1897  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  bought  120  acres  in  Section  9,  Oak 
Grove  Township.  The  northern  part  of  the  township  was  then  little  more 
than  a  wilderness.  He  put  up  a  set  of  log  buildings  in  the  woods  and  started 
to  clear  the  land.  He  erected  a  good  frame  building  and  in  time  developed  a 
good  place  and  won  success.  After  a  well-spent  and  worthy  life  he  died 
Dec.  25,  1909,  and  in  his  death  the  community  lost  a  good  citizen.  Mr.  Dostal 
was  a  member  of  the  Catholic  Church,  as  also  is  his  wife  who  is  still  living 
at  the  old  home,  being  now  67  years  old.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dostal  were  the  parents 
of  ten  children:  Mary,  Frank,  Charles,  Anna,  Amelia,  Joseph,  Elizabeth, 
Fred  G.  and  Gustav  (twins)  and  Emma.  Mary  is  the  wife  of  William 
Brewer,  of  Omaha,  Neb.  Frank  lives  in  Madison,  Wis.  Charles  is  in 
Savannah,  Ill.  Anna  is  the  wife  of  John  Wiernicz.  Joseph  is  a  farmer  in 
Stanfold  Township,  this  county.  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  Fred  Brewer.  Emma 
is  the  wife  of  Charles  Painter.  Fred  and  Gustav  (twins)  are  both  on  home 
farm. 

Gustav  and  Fred  G.  Dostal,  farming  in  partnership  in  Section  9,  Oak 
Grove  Township,  under  the  name  of  the  Dostal  Brothers,  were  born  in  Mus¬ 
coda,  Wis.,  Feb.  16,  1894,  the  sons  of  Anton  and  Mary  (Vovalancky)  Dostal, 
who  brought  them  to  their  present  farm  when  they  were  infants.  They  were 
reared  here  and  attended  the  district  school,  becoming  known  far  and  wide 
as  the  Dostal  twins.  They  were  but  fifteen  years  old  when  their  father  died, 
but  they  were  of  sturdy  health  and  clear  judgment,  and  understood  farming, 
so  that  they  began  at  once  to  operate  the  home  farm  for  their  mother.  They 
have  continued  the  improvements  started  by  their  father,  and  cleared  and 
stumped  70  acres,  and  have  added  to  the  equpiment.  They  carry  on  general 
farming  and  dairying  and  make  a  specialty  of  grade  Holstein  cattle.  Both 
are  active  in  the  affairs  of  the  community  and  both  are  well  liked  by  all  who 
know  them.  Fred  G.  Dostal  took  an  active  part  in  the  World  War.  He  was 
inducted  into  the  United  States  service  July  23,  1918,  and  was  sent  to  Camp 
Georgia,  at  Green  leaf,  which  was  a  detention  camp.  He  was  then  transferred 
to  a  replacement  camp  at  the  same  place.  Then  he  was  assigned  to  Motor 
Company  No.  6  of  the  51st  Unit  and  later  to  Motor  Company  No.  14,  51st  Unit, 
then  to  the  13th  Company.  He  was  sent  to  Camp  Upton,  New  Jersey,  and 
sailed  for  Liverpool,  England,  Oct.  6,  1918.  From  there  he  went  to  Winchester 
and  thence  to  Southampton  and  crossed  the  channel  to  Cherbourg,  France. 
In  France  he  was  transferred  to  the  Medical  Corps,  working  in  a  hospital  until 
after  the  armistice  was  signed.  After  a  return  voyage  of  seventeen  days  he 
arrived  in  the  United  States  June  3,  1919,  and  was  discharged  June  19,  when 
he  returned  home.  His  brother,  Gustav,  who  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools,  has  always  remained  on  the  home  farm. 

Casper  Stelmachowski,  better  known  as  Casper  S.  Stelmer,  veteran  of  the 
World  War  and  held  for  a  time  as  a  prisoner  in  German  camps,  was  born  in 
Milwaukee,  Wis.,  on  Feb.  11, 1896,  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Agnes  Stelmachowski, 
natives  of  Poland,  who  came  to  America  in  1888  and  located  at  Milwaukee, 
both  being  now  deceased.  He  now  lives  in  Cedar  Lake  Township.  He  was 
inducted  into  the  United  States  service  on  Feb.  14,  1917,  and  trained  at  Jef- 
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ferson  Barracks,  Missouri,  with  Company  No.  15.  From  there  he  was  trans¬ 
ferred  to  Nogales,  Ariz.  He  joined  the  18th  Infantry,  Company  C,  and  sailed 
from  Hoboken,  N.  J.,  April,  1917,  with  that  organization.  He  did  trench  duty 
in  different  sectors,  and  went  over  the  top  for  the  first  time  on  the  Toul- 
Ansauville  front,  May  28,  1918.  July  17,  on  the  Ansauville  front,  he  again 
went  over  the  top  and  advanced  steadily  under  heavy  fire  until  July  21,  when 
he  was  captured  by  the  Germans.  Some  of  his  comrades  were  shot  in  at¬ 
tempting  to  escape.  After  four  months  and  thirteen  days  he  was  released. 
He  returned  to  the  United  States  and  was  discharged  at  Camp  Taylor,  Ky., 
on  March  31,  1920.  The  18th  Infantry  was  decorated  by  the  French  for 
bravery  and  cited.  The  decoration  was  a  silver  star  bearing  the  inscription 
“G.  O.  5.”  Each  member  of  the  regiment,  including,  of  course,  our  subject, 
wears  a  copy  of  this  silver  star. 

Joseph  Kringle,  who  owns  a  good  farm  of  60  acres  in  Section  16,  Cedar 
Lake  Township,  is  one  of  the  leaders  in  his  part  of  the  township.  He  has  been 
clerk  of  his  township  since  1917  and  clerk  of  the  Mikana  Diary  Produce  Asso¬ 
ciation,  operating  the  cheese  factory  at  Mikana,  since  1919.  He  is  local  over¬ 
seer  of  state  highway  work,  and  in  1920  supervised  the  putting  of  some  8,000 
loads  of  gravel  on  six  miles  of  roadway.  He  is  a  native  of  this  county,  born 
in  Maple  Grove  Township  Oct.  25,  1891,  son  of  Gabriel  and  Barbara  (Huseth) 
Kringle.  He  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  his  neighborhood,  and  in  1908 
received  a  diploma  testifying  to  his  completion  of  a  grammar  school  course  of 
study.  For  a  time  thereafter  he  continued  on  the  farm  with  his  parents. 
In  1910  he  went  into  the  woods  where  he  was  employed  in  the  commissary 
department  of  a  lumber  camp.  The  next  year  he  did  farm  work  for  Oskar 
Bergen  in  Dallas  Township.  He  went  to  North  Dakota  in  1912  and  worked  for 
two  years  on  a  farm  in  Foster  County.  In  1914  he  came  back  to  Barron  County 
and  became  clerk  in  the  general  store  of  George  Kringle,  at  Mikana,  for  a 
year.  Then  from  1915  to  1917  he  rented  his  father's  farm.  But  he  had  con¬ 
ceived  a  liking  for  the  Mikana  locality,  so  in  1917  he  came  here  and  purchased 
his  present  place.  It  was  then  improved  to  some  extent.  He  put  up  a  house 
and  a  large  basement  barn,  which  is  modernly  equipped  with  Hudson  stan¬ 
chions,  running  water,  litter  carrier  and  other  conveniences.  On  this  place  he 
conducts  general  farming  and  dairying.  His  holdings  include  stock  in  the 
Mikana  Dairy  Products  Association  and  the  Mikana  Feed  Mill  Company.  Mr. 
Kringle  is  likewise  prominent  in  church  affairs.  He  is  a  man  of  good  clerical 
ability  and  his  records  are  well  kept.  He  is  also  a  man  of  good  judgment 
and  his  opinions  are  highly  regarded.  Mr.  Kringle  was  married  Sept.  25,  1913, 
at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  to  Goldie  Edgett,  daughter  of  David  and  Rachael  (Chute) 
Edgett,  now  living  at  Mikana.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kringle  have  three  bright  boys: 
Glen  J.,  born  July  27,  1914;  Lloyd  L.,  born  March  27,  1916,  and  Howard  D., 
born  March  17,  1918. 

Frank  J.  Wolverson,  an  expert  and  highly  trained  agriculturist,  manager 
of  the  widely  known  Cedar  Lake  Stock  Farm,  Section  22,  Cedar  Lake  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  Newark,  N.  J.,  Dec.  15,  1890,  son  of  Jesse  and  Jane  (Gray) 
Wolverson,  natives  respectively  of  England  and  New  Jersey,  and  both  now 
dead.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  educated  in  East  Orange,  N.  J.,  graduat¬ 
ing  from  the  high  school  there  in  1909.  Then  he  took  courses  in  agriculture, 
animal  husbandry  and  kindred  subjects  at  the  Connecticut  Agricultural  School, 
Storrs,  Conn.,  and  was  graduated  therefrom  in  1912.  With  this  preparation  he 
became  a  stock  farm  manager  and  took  charge  of  farms  in  New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania,  Indiana  and  Iowa.  His  excellent  work  attracted  the  attention 
of  H.  S.  Stout,  of  Chicago,  who,  in  1919,  secured  his  services  as  manager  of 
his  Barron  County  farm.  Mr.  Wolverson  has  proven  himself  an  ideal  man  for 
the  position.  He  has  not  only  devoted  his  scientific  knowledge  and  experience 
to  the  development  of  the  farm  of  which  he  is  in  charge,  but  he  has  also  taken 
a  deep  interest  in  neighborhood  affairs.  At  the  present  time  he  is  serving 
most  admirably  as  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Cedar  Lake  Potato  Growers’ 
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Association.  Mr.  Wolverson  was  married,  at  Algona,  la.,  May  1,  1918,  to  Flor¬ 
ence  Schreiber,  born  at  Livermore,  la.,  Dec.  26,  1898,  daugher  of  Robert  and 
Rhoda  (Paul)  Schreiber  of  that  place.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wolverson  have  two  chil¬ 
dren,  one  daughter,  Jennie  R.,  bom  April  30,  1920,  and  Frances  June,  Jan.  7, 
1921.  The  Cedar  Lake  Stock  Farm  is  probably  the  largest  and  best  farm  in  the 
county.  It  consists  of  700  acres  of  well  improved  land  in  Section  22,  Cedar  Lake 
Township.  The  buildings  are  models  of  their  kind,  the  finest  to  be  found  in  this 
part  of  the  state,  and  equipped  with  every  device  that  modem  science  has 
invented.  The  cow  testing  bams  are  said  to  be  the  best  in  the  whole  state, 
possibly  in  the  Northwest.  On  the  farm’s  broad  acres  is  supported  a  model 
herd  of  pure  blooded  Guernseys,  of  which  75  are  milch  cows.  The  Duroc- 
Jersey  swine,  the  Shropshire  sheep,  the  white  Wyndotte  chickens,  are  also  all 
of  pure  blood.  The  crops  raised  are  of  the  best,  the  potatoes  especially  being 
widely  known  for  their  excellence.  The  equipment  of  tools,  implements  and 
machinery  is  complete,  and  the  vast  stretch  of  land  is  well  fenced.  The  owner 
of  the  place  is  H.  L.  Stout,  of  Chicago,  who  visits  here  frequently,  but  leaves 
the  entire  management  in  the  hands  of  his  overseer,  Frank  J.  Wolverson. 

Gottlieb  Zulliger,  proprietor  of  the  Tuscobia  Cheese  Factory,  is  an  expert 
in  his  particular  line,  and  has  built  up  an  excellent  business,  holding  the  con¬ 
fidence  of  all  with  whom  he  has  business  dealings.  He  is  a  man  of  unusually 
wide  experience,  having  traveled  extensively  in  Europe  and  this  country,  and 
having  made  his  home  in  several  different  countries  and  states.  He  was  born 
in  Canton  Bern,  Switzerland,  July  18,  1883,  the  son  of  Andy  and  Elizabeth 
(Lanz)  Zulliger,  both  of  whom  are  now  deceased.  In  the  family  there  were 
eight  children:  Bernard,  of  Germany;  Frederick,  Albert  and  John,  of  Switzer¬ 
land;  Emma,  of  Italy;  Gottlieb,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Ernest,  of  Cumber¬ 
land,  this  county;  and  Walter,  of  Switzerland.  Gottlieb  received  his  early 
education  in  his  native  land,  and  was  there  employed  until  1902.  Then  he 
went  to  West  Prussia  and  learned  the  cheese  making  business.  In  1904  he 
went  to  Finland  and  was  similarly  employed.  For  a  short  time  in  1907  he 
visited  his  parents  in  Switzerland  and  then  came  to  America.  At  Monroe, 
Green  County,  this  state,  where  he  first  settled,  he  was  employed  in  a  cheese 
factory  for  eight  years.  In  1915  he  came  to  Stanfold,  in  this  county,  and 
bought  80  acres.  He  repaired  the  buildings,  cleared  some  of  the  land,  and 
carried  on  dairying  there,  at  the  same  time  working  as  cheese  maker  for  the 
Bestlerton  Cheese  Factory  in  Cumberland  Township.  In  1917  he  spent  six 
months  in  the  valley  of  the  Rio  Grande  River  in  Texas.  Then  he  operated  the 
Lakeside  Cheese  Factory  at  Haugen,  this  county,  for  two  years.  In  1919  he 
bought  his  present  factory.  His  output  in  1920  was  170,000  pounds  of  cheese, 
an  average  monthly  output  of  14,150  pounds.  Fraternally  Mr.  Zulliger  is  a 
popular  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  He  attends  the  Swiss 
Reform  church  at  Rice  Lake.  Mr.  Zulliger  was  married  April  29,  1910,  to 
Rose  Studer,  who  was  born  in  Switzerland  Oct.  15,  1888,  daughter  of  Jacob  and 
Anna  (Nyfferler)  Studer,  both  natives  of  Switzerland,  and  both  now  deceased. 
This  union  has  been  blessed  with  three  children:  Lilly  C.,  born  March  14,  1911; 
John  G.,  born  June  5,  1912;  and  Edwin  A.,  born  Jan.  13,  1914. 

Alexander  Schnacky,  one  of  the  prominent  young  men  of  Oak  Grove  Town¬ 
ship,  has  a  good  farm  of  120  acres  in  section  2,  which  he  is  conducting  and 
improving  along  the  latest  approved  lines.  He  is  a  native  of  this  county,  born 
May  9,  1889,  in  the  township  where  he  now  lives,  the  son  of  Lewis  and  Anna 
(Ruetz)  Schnacky,  early  settlers.  He  attended  the  schools  of  his  neighbor¬ 
hood,  learned  farming  from  his  parents,  and  remained  with  them  until  1906. 
Then  for  some  years  he  worked  on  various  farms  in  different  parts  of  the 
county.  In  1917  he  rented  his  father’s  farm,  and  successfully  conducted  it 
for  three  years.  He  bought  his  present  place  in  1920.  He  remodelled  the 
buildings,  erected  a  machine  shed,  cleared  sixteen  more  acres,  and  put  every¬ 
thing  in  first  class  shape.  Here  he  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying, 
and  has  a  good  herd  of  Holsteins  headed  by  a  full  blooded  sire.  He  also  has 
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a  good  drove  of  Poland-China  swine.  Mr.  Schnacky  was  married  Jan.  1,  1917, 
to  Edith  Hessing,  who  was  born  April  14,  1892,  in  Dane  County,  Wis.,  daughter 
of  William  and  Christina  (Heopker)  Hessing,  natives  respectively  of  Indiana 
and  Wisconsin,  who  now  live  at  Windsor,  Wis.  In  the  Hessing  family  there 
are  five  children:  Laura,  wife  of  George  Kenden,  of  Sun  Prairie,  Dane  County, 
Wis.;  Grace,  who  teaches  school  in  Fort  Atkinson,  Wis.;  Hazel,  who  also 
teaches  school  at  Fort  Atkinson;  Ruby,  who  is  attending  the  Stout  Institute 
at  Menomonie,  Wis.;  and  Edith,  the  wife  of  Alexander  Schnacky. 

Henry  Johnson,  a  well-known  farmer  of  section  8,  Oak  Grove  Township, 
was  born  at  Blue  Mounds,  Dane  County,  this  state,  Dec.  15,  1868,  the  son  of 
John  H.  and  Ahna  (Gorden)  Johnson,  natives  of  Norway,  who  came  to  America 
when  they  were  young  and  spent  their  years  as  farmers  in  Dane  and  Green 
counties,  this  state,  he  dying  July  23,  1914,  and  she  Sept.  14,  1904.  In  the 
family  there  were  nine  children:  Henry,  Theodore,  Caroline,  Andrew  (de¬ 
ceased),  Christ,  John,  Herman,  Emma  and  Tolena.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  taken  to  Green  County  as  a  child,  attended  the  district  schools  there,  and 
learned  farming  from  his  father.  In  1904  he  came  to  Barron  County  and 
bought  40  acres  in  Rice  Lake  Township.  He  erected  a  set  of  buildings,  cleared 
and  improved  the  land,  and  farmed  there  for  five  years.  In  1909  he  bought 
his  present  tract  of  40  acres  in  Oak  Grove  Township.  Here  he  has  built  up 
a  good  place.  He  has  cleared  all  the  land,  erected  a  good  set  of  buildings, 
and  acquired  suitable  implements,  tools  and  machinery.  Before  the  farming 
became  profitable  he  helped  out  the  family  income  by  working  on  the  roads 
in  the  neighborhood.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  most  of  the  timber  for 
his  buildings  came  from  logs  which  he  cut  on  his  own  place.  He  now  success¬ 
fully  carries  on  general  farming  and  makes  a  specialty  of  a  good  herd  of  Hol¬ 
stein  cattle.  Mr.  Johnson  is  a  man  of  influence  among  his  fellows  and  from 
1916  to  1919  served  as  one  of  the  town  supervisors.  He  was  married  May 
16,  1896,  to  Hannah  Lystie,  who  was  born  in  Evansville,  Wis.,  Dec.  12,  1873, 
the  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Ingeborg  (Thorson)  Lystie,  the  former  of  whom  is 
deceased,  and  the  latter  of  whom  lives  at  Dallas,  in  this  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Johnson  have  five  children:  Thores,  Earl,  Ella,  Grant  and  Lawrence.  Thores 
was  born  Nov.  4,  1897,  and  is  now  a  buttermaker  at  Pepin,  Wis.  Earl  was 
born  May  10,  1901;  Ella  was  born  June  6,  1904;  Grant  was  born  Nov.  18,  1907; 
and  Lawrence  was  born  July  14,  1914. 

Gustave  A.  Freitag,  an  estimable  farmer  of  section  34,  Cedar  Lake  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  at  Portage,  Columbia  County,  Wis.,  Oct.  9,  1864,  the  son  of 
August  and  Bertha  (Groby)  Freitag,  natives  of  Germany,  who  came  to  Wis¬ 
consin  as  young  pedf)le  and  are  both  now  deceased.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
received  a  good  education  in  the  common  schools,  and  first  learned  the  car¬ 
penter’s  trade  and  later  the  brick  mason  trade.  These  trades  he  followed  for 
many  years,  as  workman,  foreman  and  contractor.  At  various  times  he  has 
had  charge  of  railroad  construction  work  for  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St. 
Paul;  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern;  the  Wisconsin  Central;  the  Green  Bay 
&  Western;  and  the  Minneapolis,  St.  Paul  &  Sault  Ste.  Marie;  and  he  has  done 
general  building  contracting  in  La  Crosse,  Mauston  and  Birchwood,  all  in 
Wisconsin,  his  longest  periods  of  residence  having  been  in  La  Crosse  and 
Birchwood.  In  1915  he  purchased  120  acres  of  timber  land  in  section  34, 
Cedar  Lake  Township,  and  started  farming.  He  has  here  erected  a  good  set 
of  buildings,  and  has  cleared  up  about  40  acres  of  land,  on  which  he  success¬ 
fully  conducts  general  farming  and  dairying,  making  a  specialty  of  a  good 
herd  of  Holsteins,  headed  by  a  full  blooded  sire.  A  man  of  business  experience, 
his  judgment  is  respected  by  his  fellow  men  and  he  has  been  honored  by  elec¬ 
tion  to  the  town  board,  in  which  position  he  served  with  much  credit.  His 
holdings  include  stock  in  the  Central  Cheese  &  Butter  Association  of  Cedar 
Lake  Township.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  and  of 
the  Bricklayers’  Union.  Mr.  Freitag  was  married  at  Spring  Valley,  Fillmore 
County,  Minn.,  Jan.  20,  1886,  to  Emma  Beach,  daughter  of  William  and  Chris¬ 
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tine  (Miller)  Beach,  both  parents  being  now  deceased.  This  union  resulted  in 
three  children:  Harry  W.,  Bertha  E.  and  Walter  W.  Harry  W.  was  born  Oc¬ 
tober  12,  1888,  and  died  in  November  the  same  year.  Bertha  E.  was  born 
Oct.  16,  1890,  and  died  in  Seattle,  Wash.,  in  1916.  Walter  W.,  born  April  12, 
1892,  is  married  and  has  two  children,  Florence  and  Robert.  On  Sept.  13, 
1896,  Mr.  Freitag  was  married  at  La  Crosse,  Wis.,  to  Allie  Wilkinson,  who  was 
born  at  Columbus,  Wis.,  May  24,  1870,  daughter  of  C.  E.  and  Phoebe  (Beason) 
Wilkinson.  She  was  the  widow  of  John  Doaers,  and  by  her  first  husband  had 
two  children:  Grace,  born  Sept.  8,  1888,  who  died  May  24,  1916;  and  Ida  May, 
born  Feb.  16,  1890,  who  married  W.  B.  Uren,  of  Blanchardville,  Wis.,  and  has 
three  children,  Harold,  George  and  Fern.  Mrs.  Freitag’s  genealogy  in  brief  is 
as  follows:  Her  father,  C.  E.  Wilkinson,  was  born  in  Fond  du  Lac  County, 
Wisconsin,  and  spent  his  life  as  a  farmer.  His  wife,  in  maidenhood  Phoebe 
Beason,  was  a  daughter  of  John  Beason  and  came  of  an  American  family 
dating  back  to  Colonial  times.  Its  first  progenitors  in  this  country  were  the 
brothers,  Richard  and  Edward  Beason,  who  came  from  Berks,  England,  in 
1681,  and  settled  in  Chester  County,  Pennsylvania,  their  probable  reason  for 
settlement  in  the  colony  of  William  Penn  being  the  fact  that  they  belonged 
to  the  society  of  Friends,  or  Quakers.  Later  they  moved  to  Berkeley  County, 
Virginia.  Henry,  the  son  of  Richard,  built  the  first  grist  mill  in  that  section, 
at  Beason  town,  the  locality  being  in  that  part  of  the  old  colony  of  Virginia 
which  at  the  time  of  the  Civil  War  refused  to  secede  and  became  West  Virginia. 
In  1768  Henry  moved  to  Fayette  County,  Pennsylvania.  He  had  a  son,  John, 
born  April  22,  1781,  who  built  a  grist  mill  at  Uniontown,  Fayette  County,  and 
who  in  1802  moved  westward  to  Columbiana  County,  Ohio,  and  built  a  grist 
mill  on  Bull  Creek,  near  Fairfield.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  members  of 
the  Beason  family  were  active  and  enterprising  citizens  in  their  day  and 
leaders  in  their  respective  communities.  After  the  death  of  C.  E.  Wilkinson, 
his  widow,  Phoebe,  married  George  H.  Gibson,  and  the  family  came  to  Rice 
Lake,  Wisconsin,  when  there  was  only  a  store  and  a  sawmill  there,  Mr.  Gibson 
becoming  foreman  on  the  “Tainter  farm”  and  spending  the  rest  of  his  active 
life  there.  Gustave  A.  Freitag  is  a  member  of  the  German  Lutheran  church, 
the  other  members  of  the  family  being  affiliated  with  the  Methodist  church. 
All  are  well  known  and  respected  members  of  the  community  in  which  they 
reside. 

Lon  Smith,  proprietor  of  Maple  Inn,  on  the  shores  of  Cedar  Lake,  owner 
of  several  cottages  near  that  beautiful  body  of  water,  and  at  one  time  holder 
of  considerable  farm  land  in  Cedar  Lake  Township,  was  born  in  Cameron 
County,  Pennsylvania,  March  11,  1850,  and  descended  from  sturdy  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  stock.  He  received  his  education  in  his  native  county  and  as  a  young 
man  worked  on  farms  and  in  the  woods.  Oct.  7,  1879,  he  arrived  .in  Barron 
County  and  was  employed  by  Haley  &  Jewett  Lumber  Co.  as  lumber  camp 
foreman.  In  1881  he  entered  the  employ  of  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  in  a  similar 
capacity.  His  first  purchase  of  land  was  in  1884,  when  he  secured  80  acres  of 
railroad  land  in  Section  9,  Cedar  Lake  Township.  Later,  at  various  times,  he 
bought  80  acres  in  Section  34,  67  acres  in  Section  16,  and  160  acres  in  Sec¬ 
tion  16,  making  in  all  nearly  400  acres.  Of  these  tracts  he  cleared  in  all  160 
acres,  and  erected  several  sets  of  buildings.  In  the  meantime  he  continued 
to  work  in  the  woods,  in  all  45  winters.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  he 
assisted  in  taking  to  Menomonie  the  last  load  of  logs  from  Cedar  Lake  Town¬ 
ship.  In  1916  he  disposed  of  all  his  land  except  4  acres.  Before  this,  in  1910, 
he  had  bought  the  Maple  Inn,  on  Cedar  Lake,  and  adjoining  it  had  erected 
three  summer  cottages.  He  devotes  his  summers  to  managing  the  hotel  and 
to  looking  after  the  renting  of  the  cottages.  His  place  is  a  popular  one,  and 
is  in  high  favor  with  people  seeking  rest  and  out-of-door  recreation.  Mr. 
Smith  knows  how  to  look  after  the  desires  of  the  public  and  wins  new  friends 
and  patrons  every  year.  During  his  long  residence  in  the  township  he  has 
many  times  been  called  to  public  service.  For  six  years  he  was  town  super- 
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visor  and  for  twelve  years  he  was  assessor.  For  sixteen  years  he  was  clerk 
of  the  school  board  of  his  district.  Mr.  Smith  was  married  Sept.  2,  1881,  to 
Merritta  Clute,  who  was  born  in  Freeborn  County,  Minnesota,  Nov.  10,  1862, 
daughter  of  Stephen  and  Nancy  (Hotchkiss)  Clute,  natives  respectively  of 
New  York  and  Pennsylvania,  who  settled  in  Cedar  Lake  Township  in  1876. 
They  drove  from  Red  Wing,  Minn.,  with  a  team  of  oxen  and  built  the  first 
log  cabin  on  Cedar  Lake,  where  they  lived  the  remainder  of  their  days. 
Stephen  Clute  was  born  in  Madison  County,  New  York,  Nov.  14,  1830.  In 
1864  he  enlisted  in  the  Minnesota  Heavy  Artillery  and  served  during  the 
remainder  of  the  Civil  War.  He  died  Aug.  12,  1910.  On  Jan.  4,  1851,  he  mar¬ 
ried  Nancy  E.  Hotchkiss,  who  was  born  Dec.  28,  1834,  in  Tioga  County,  New 
York,  and  died  in  Barron  County,  Wisconsin  at  the  age  of  78  years.  The 
Clutes  were  the  first  white  settlers  on  Cedar  Lake  and  were  noted  as  very 
hospitable  people  and  excellent  neighbors.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  have  had 
six  children:  Angeline,  Rubina,  George  L.,  Florentine,  John  and  Alberta. 
Angeline  was  born  Sept.  17,  1882,  married  George  McFarland  and  has  two 
children :  Ellen,  born  Sept.  30,  1902,  who  is  teaching  school  near  Haugen,  and 
George  R.,  born  April  24,  1905,  who  is  attending  school.  Rubina  was  born 
Dec.  30,  1883,  and  married  Harry  Glaze.  She  lives  at  Couderay,  Wis.,  where 
she  has  charge  of  the  Wismo  Club.  George  L.  was  born  Aug.  14,  1885>  and 
lives  at  home.  Florentine  was  born  March  30,  1887,  and  is  the  wife  of  Ernest 
Hulbert,  of  Barron,  this  county.  John  was  born  March  24,  1891,  and  died 
Nov.  19,  1903.  Alberta  was  born  July  8,  1900,  and  is  the  wife  of  Allen  Dixon, 
of  Waukesha,  Wis. 

Alpheus  G.  Seward,  a  representative  farmer  of  Section  34,  Cedar  Lake 
Township,  was  born  in  Middleton,  Wis.,  March  1,  1864,  the  son  of  Daniel 
and  Prudence  (Cooper)  Seward,  natives  of  New  York  state,  both  now  deceased. 
He  received  a  good  common  school  education  and  early  took  up  farming. 
For  some  years  he  farmed  in  Dane  County,  Wisconsin.  In  1910  he  came  to 
Barron  County  and  purchased  his  present  place  of  80  acres,  to  the  develop¬ 
ment,  improvement  and  operation  of  which  he  has  since  devoted  his  attention. 
The  comfortable  frame  house  was  erected  in  1916  and  the  other  buildings  have 
been  put  up  as  necessity  has  required.  He  has  a  good  herd  of  cattle  headed 
by  a  full  blooded  Holstein  sire  and  a  good  drove  of  Poland-China  swine.  He 
is  a  man  of  good  judgment  and  sound  principles,  who  keeps  well  abreast  of 
the  times,  and  does  his  share  in  every  movement  which  he  believes  to  be  for 
the  public  good.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Central  Cheese  Co.  which  operates 
the  cheese  factory  and  creamery  in  Cedar  Lake  Township.  Mr.  Seward  was 
married  at  Freeport,  Ill.,  to  Josephine  Stelmachowski,  who  was  born  in  Poland 
March  13,  1880,  the  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Agnes  Stelmachowski,  now 
deceased,  who  brought  her  to  America  in  1880,  and  located  at  Milwaukee, 
Wis.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Seward  have  three  children:  Grace  M.,  born  at  Paoli, 
Dane  County,  Wis.,  Dec.  8,  1902;  Agnes,  born  at  Paoli,  Dane  County,  Wis., 
June  25,  1904,  and  Donald,  born  on  the  present  place  April  9,  1914.  Grace  M. 
was  married  at  Rice  Lake  to  Wesley  David  Snyder,  born  at  Danville,  Pa.,  on 
Sept.  28,  1896,  the  son  of  Wesley  D.  and  Mary  A.  (Diehl)  Snyder.  He  has 
purchased  the  Seward  farm  and  is  now  conducting  it.  He  is  an  active  enter¬ 
prising  young  man,  and  is  well  on  the  road  to  success. 

Ommund  E.  Oftedahl,  a  progressive  and  active  farmer  of  Section  33, 
Cedar  Lake  Township,  was  born  in  Norway  Oct.  19,  1861,  the  son  of  Eihl  T. 
and  Engeborg  Oftedahl,  who  brought  him  to  America  in  1868,  arriving  at  La 
Crosse,  Wis.,  June  8,  1868,  and  locating  on  a  farm  near  Viroqua,  in  Vernon 
County,  this  state.  He  attended  the  common  schools  and  learned  farming  from 
his  father,  an  occupation  he  has  since  continued  to  follow.  In  1901  he  moved 
to  Dawson,  in  Lac  Qui  Parle  County,  Minnesota,  where  he  owned  and  suc¬ 
cessfully  conducted  a  farm  of  160  acres.  He  sold  out  in  1916  and  came  to 
Wisconsin  where  he  purchased  a  farm  at  Long  Lake,  in  Washburn  County. 
In  1918  he  disposed  of  that  place  and  bought  his  present  farm  of  120  acres, 
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to  the  improvement,  development  and  operation  of  which  he  is  now  devoting 
his  attention.  In  1920  he  erected  a  modern  brick  residence,  and  he  is  gradually 
getting  the  place  well  fenced  and  well  equipped  with  implements  and  machin¬ 
ery.  He  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  having  a  good 
herd  of  cows,  headed  by  a  full  blooded  Holstein  sire,  and  a  good  drove  of  hogs. 
Interested  as  he  is  in  everything  that  is  for  the  good  of  the  community,  he 
has  taken  stock  in  the  Central  Cheese  Co.,  operating  the  cheese  factory  in 
Cedar  Lake  Township.  As  the  father  of  children,  it  is  natural  that  he  should 
be  the  believer  in  a  thorough  education,  and  he  has  done  good  work  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  school  board.  Mr.  Oftedahl  waa  married  at  Dane  County  in  Novem¬ 
ber,  1888,  to  Emma  Martenson,  the  daughter  of  Marten  and  Anna  Martenson, 
the  former  of  whom  is  dead  and  the  latter  of  whom  lives  with  her  son-in-law, 
Mr.  Oftedahl.  Mrs.  Emma  Martenson  Oftedahl  died  Aug.  6,  1900,  leaving  four 
children :  Ernest  T.,  Albin  M.,  Ida  E.  and  Oscar  C.  Ernest  T.  was  born  Sept. 
14,  1890,  and  was  married  in  June,  1912,  to  Florence  Kessel.  Albin  M.  was 
born  March  13,  1892.  Ida  E.  was  born  Aug.  13,  1894,  and  married  Albert  E. 
Anderson,  by  whom  she  has  two  children,  Velores  and  Donald.  Oscar  C.  was 
born  Jan.  12,  1900.  On  Oct.  18,  1901,  Mr.  Oftedahl  married  Christena  Marten¬ 
son,  who  was  born  in  Norway  Nov.  11,  1873.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with 
eight  children:  J.  Melford,  born  Sept.  8,  1903;  Russell  B.,  Jan.  17,  1905;  Lloyd 
V.,  Sept.  4,  1906;  Myrtle  A.,  Jan.  23,  1908;  Earl  S.,  Jan.  9,  1910;  Dorris  E., 
Aug.  16,  1912;  Lawrence  R.,  Dec.  13,  1914,  and  Kenneth  F.,  Sept.  4,  1916.  It 
i s  interesting  to  note  that  on  Mr.  OftedahPs  farm  is  now  standing  an  old  frame 
building  which  was  used  as  a  store  and  postoffice  at  an  early  day  and  where 
goods  were  sold  to  the  white  settlers  and  traded  with  the  Indians. 

Matthew  Cherney,  a  highly  regarded  farmer  of  Section  16,  Oak  Grove 
Township,  was  born  in  Bohemia,  Sept.  18,  1862,  received  his  education  there, 
was  reared  as  a  farmer,  and  devoted  his  young  manhood  to  that  occupation. 
In  1894  he  came  to  the  United  States  and  located  at  Wahpeton,  N.  D.,  where 
he  did  railroad  work  for  three  years.  In  1897  he  came  to  Wisconsin  and 
settled  on  his  present  farm  of  80  acres.  He  has  fenced  the  entire  80,  has 
cleared  and  broke  50  acres  and  has  put  up  a  good  set  of  buildings.  While  the 
county  was  fairly  well  settled  when  he  came  portions  of  it  were  still  in  the 
wilderness.  No  roads  had  been  constructed,  and  he  and  his  neighbors  had  to 
cut  trails  through  the  woods  to  the  present  town  of  Haugen,  the  railroad 
point.  But  gradually  modern  development  came  and  the  neighborhood  is  now 
a  rich  and  prosperous  farming  district.  Mr.  Cherney  still  manages  his  place, 
but  the  harder  work  is  done  by  others.  He  stands  well  in  the  community  and 
occupies  an  excellent  position  as  a  citizen  and  as  a  farmer.  Mr.  Cherney 
was  married  Nov.  23,  1885  to  Agnes  Skopy,  who  was  born  in  Bohemia  Jan.  23, 
1864.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  six  children :  Agnes,  Henry,  Mary  J., 
Anna  M.,  Frank  J.  and  Joseph.  Agnes  was  born  Sept.  16,  1886,  and  is  now  the 
wife  of  Noah  Snow,  of  Itasca,  Wis.  Henry  was  born  Nov.  30,  1888,  and  is  now 
farming  in  Oak  Grove  Township.  Mary  J.  was  born  Jan.  27,  1894,  and  is  the 
wife  of  Joseph  Kratocvil,  of  Oak  Grove  Township.  Frank  J.  was  born  Nov. 
27,  1904,  and  Joseph  was  born  Jan.  3,  1908.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church. 

Felix  Momeau,  who  is  farming  160  acres  in  section  1,  Rice  Lake  Township, 
and  section  36,  Oak  Grove  Township,  was  born  in  Rice  Lake,  this  county,  Jan. 
24,  1885,  the  son  of  Telesphore  and  Demerise  (Couture)  Morneau.  He  was 
reared  in  this  county  and  in  Douglass  County,  this  state.  As  a  young  man  he 
became  a  cigar  maker  and  followed  this  trade  for  two  years  at  Rice  Lake  and 
Minneapolis.  For  some  time  he  worked  for  his  father  on  the  farm.  At  his 
father’s  death  he  took  over  the  management  for  his  mother,  and  since  1919 
has  rented  it.  He  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying  and  has  a  good 
herd  of  Holstein  cattle  with  a  full  blooded  sire  at  its  head.  He  is  a  stock¬ 
holder  in  the  Equity  Exchange  at  Campia.  He  and  his  family  attend  the 
Catholic  church  at  Dobie,  of  which  he  has  been  a  trustee  for  two  years.  Mr. 
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Morneau  was  married  Sept.  26,  1919,  to  Emma  Karis,  who  was  born  March  27, 
1891,  in  Monroe  County,  Wis.,  daughter  of  Matthew  and  Mary  (Weibel)  Karis, 
natives  of  Wisconsin,  both  now  deceased,  the  former  dying  Feb.  10,  1900,  and 
the  latter  Nov.  23,  1897.  In  the  Karis  family  there  were  twelve  children: 
Hilary,  Joseph,  William,  John,  Mathew,  Katherine,  Mary,  Elizabeth,  Anna, 
Clara,  Theresa  and  Emma. 

John  Funk  (or  Funke,  according  to  the  German  spelling  of  the  family 
name),  for  nearly  twenty  years  a  prominent  resident  of  Angus,  was  an  estima¬ 
ble,  substantial  citizen,  and  a  real  leader  in  the  affairs  of  the  community.  He 
was  a  good  husband  and  father,  an  estimable  neighbor  and  a  successful 
farmer.  He  was  born  in  Hessen,  Germany,  Aug.  16,  1863,  and  was  there  reared. 
After  leaving  school  he  learned  cigar  making.  In  1880'  he  came  to  America, 
and  after  landing  in  New  York  went  from  place  to  place  working  at  his  trade, 
and  becoming  familiar  with  the  country,  the  people  and  the  language.  For  a 
while  he  worked  in  the  coal  mines  of  Pennsylvania,  and  then  went  to  Illinois, 
where  he  took  up  farming.  In  1902  he  brought  his  family  to  Barron  County 
and  bought  120  acres  in  section  4,  Cedar  Lake  Township.  Here  he  started  in 
on  a  small  scale  and  gradually  increased  his  operations.  At  first  he  had  a 
small  home  and  small  barn,  and  farmed  on  a  small  tract.  By  hard  work,  as¬ 
sisted  loyally  by  his  family,  he  cleared  and  put  under  cultivation  seventy  acres. 
In  1914  he  erected  a  granary,  barn,  and  other  buildings,  and  five  years  later, 
in  1919,  he  built  a  pleasant  home.  He  took  great  pride  in  his  home  and  farm, 
and  put  his  whole  energy  into  everything  that  he  undertook.  After  a  useful 
and  well-spent  life  he  died  Sept.  11,  1920.  His  wife  died  Jan.  10,  1921.  Her 
maiden  name  was  Hillida  Harms,  and  they  were  married  in  1888,  at  Whiteside, 
Illinois.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Funk  had  eleven  children:  Joseph  L.,  Henry  W.,  Frank 
D.,  William  H.,  Louis  H.,  John  M.,  Harm  M.,  Fred  C.,  Dorothea  E.  A.,  Carl  A. 
and  Herman  A.  Joseph  L.  was  born  May  29,  1889,  and  operates  the  home  place. 
Henry  W.  farms  in  Yellow  Medicine  County,  Minnesota.  He  was  born  May 
23,  1890,  married  Martha  Wolf,  and  has  five  children:  Arthur,  Clarence, 
Luella  and  Iona  and  Leona  (twins).  Frank  D.  was  born  Nov.  2,  1893.  William 
H.  was  born  Jan.  2,  1895.  He  was  inducted  into  the  United  States  service  July 
6,  1918,  trained  at  Camp  Hancock,  Georgia,  sailed  for  France  Sept.  26,  1918, 
with  a  Provisional  Company,  landed  in  France  Oct.  4,  1918,  and  was  on  his 
way  to  the  front  with  his  organization  when  the  Armistice  was  signed.  He 
had  been  assigned  to  ,  Co.  C,  306th  Machine  Gun  Battalion.  He  left  France 
April  18,  1919,  and  was  discharged  at  Camp  Grant  on  May  17,  1919.  He  is  now 
at  home  working  on  the  farm.  Louis  H.  was  born  Dec.  17,  1899,  married  Martha 
Thalke,  and  lives  at  Mikana  in  this  county  with  her  parents.  He  and  his  wife 
have  one  child,  James  Russell,  born  April  6,  1921.  John  M.  was  born  Sept.  5, 
1898.  He  married  in  March,  1921,  Rose  Strouf,  and  they  reside  at  Angus. 
Harm  M.  was  born  Sept.  23,  1900;  Fred  C.  was  born  Sept.  2,  1902;  Dorothea  E. 
A.  was  born  March  6,  1906;  Carl  A.  was  born  July  31,  1908;  and  Herman  A. 
was  born  May  29,  1910.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  German  Lutheran 
church. 

Joseph  L.  Funk,  an  enterprising  young  farmer  of  Cedar  Lake  Township, 
was  born  in  Whiteside  County,  Illinois,  May  29,  1889,  the  son  of  John  and 
Hillida  (Harms)  Funk.  He  was  brought  to  his  present  farm  in  1902,  and  was 
here  reared  to  farm  pursuits.  He  was  inducted  into  the  United  States  service 
July  19,  1917,  trained  at  Camp  Jefferson,  and  sailed  for  France  with  the  10th 
Company  of  Engineers  Sept.  10,  1917,  landing  Sept.  28.  His  company  was 
employed  in  cutting  timber.  Jan.  28,  1919,  he  sailed  for  home  and  was  dis¬ 
charged  at  Camp  Grant  on  Feb.  26,  1919.  After  his  father’s  death  he  took 
over  the  management  of  the  home  farm  and  the  care  of  the  younger  children. 
He  carries  on  general  farming  and  has  a  good  herd  of  cattle  headed  by  a  full 
blooded  Holstein  sire,  with  a  good  record.  The  farm  also  has  a  good  drove 
of  swine.  In  addition  to  his  share  in  his  father’s  estate,  Mr.  Funk  owns  40 
acres  of  good  land  adjoining  in  section  4.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Angus 
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Farm  Products  Association.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the  Modern 
Woodmen. 

Gilbert  O.  Brooks,  an  honored  and  respected  farmer  of  section  21,  Cedar 
Lake  Township,  was  born  in  Stockholm,  New  York,  July  19,  1856,  the  son  of 
Sheldon  and  Salome  (Ware)  Brooks,  natives  of  Vermont,  who  as  young  people 
moved  to  New  York  State  and  in  1856  located  near  Waupon,  Wis.,  where  they 
farmed  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared 
near  Waupon,  and  as  a  young  man  took  up  farm  work  in  Chickesaw,  Mitchell 
County,  Iowa.  From  there,  in  1877,  he  went  to  Oronoco,  in  Olmsted  County, 
Minnesota.  The  next  year  he  went  to  Pipestone  in  Pipestone  County,  in  the 
same  state,  and  homesteaded  eighty  acres  of  land,  which  he  operated  at  in¬ 
tervals  between  doing  odd  jobs  in  the  neighborhood.  In  1884  he  became  op¬ 
erator  at  the  C.,  St.  P.,  M.  &  O.  station  at  Woodstock,  in  Pipestone  County,  in 
which  capacity  he  continued  for  four  years.  Soon  after  taking  this  employ¬ 
ment  he  sold  his  land  and  moved  onto  the  farm  of  his  father-in-law,  Charles  W. 
Welch,  in  Murray  County,  and  two  years  later  he  moved  onto  a  farm  adjoin¬ 
ing.  In  1891  he  went  to  Chatfield,  Olmsted  County,  Minn.,  and  took  up  teaming. 
It  was  in  1892  when  he  first  came  to  this  region,  and  took  a  homestead  of  80 
acres  at  Deer  Lake,  in  what  was  then  Hayward  Township,  Sawyer  County, 
Wis.  He  made  a  little  clearing  in  the  heavy  timber  and  built  a  log  house  and 
barn.  In  1893  he  sold  his  right  and  moved  back  to  Chatfield.  But  this  region 
called  to  him,  so  two  years  later  he  came  to  Barron  County,  and  while  his 
family  lived  in  Cedar  Lake  Township,  logged  two  years  for  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co., 
in  Cedar  Lake  Township,  and  farmed  summers.  In  1897  he  moved  onto  the 
Brackett  farm  in  section  34.  It  was  in  1899  that  he  purchased  his  present 
place  of  eighty  acres  in  section  21,  Cedar  Lake  Township.  It  was  then  cut-over 
land,  covered  with  stumps  and  brush.  He  built  a  log  house  and  barn,  and 
started  to  clear  up  the  land.  In  1913  he  built  a  pleasant  modern  home  and  in 
1919  put  up  a  good  barn,  furnished  with  full  Louden  equipment.  He  has  im¬ 
proved  and  developed  the  land,  put  up  fences,  and  purchased  suitable  tools, 
implements  and  machinery.  On  this  place  he  successfully  carries  on  general 
farming  and  dairying,  having  a  good  herd  of  Guernseys  with  a  full  blooded 
sire  at  the  head,  a  drove  of  full  blooded  Duroc  Jersey  swine  and  a  flock  of 
sheep.  He  is  a  hard  working,  conscientious  man,  of  high  principles,  ability 
and  integrity,  and  has  the  esteem  of  all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact.  Mr. 
Brooks  was  married  at  Slaton,  in  Murray  County,  Minnesota,  Dec.  25,  1884, 
to  Bessie  M.  Welch,  daughter  of  Charles  W.  and  Alma  (Crandall)  Welch, 
natives  of  New  York  State,  and  early  settlers  of  Southwestern  Minnesota.  Mr. 
Welch  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brooks  were  the  parents 
of  three  children,  Lettie  G.,  Alma  W.  and  Charles  M.,  all  born  near  Wood- 
stock,  Pipestone  County,  Minn.  Lettie  G.  was  born  Aug.  6,  1886,  and  is  the 
wife  of  M.  M.  Hudson,  a  Chicago  railroad  man.  Alma  W.  was  born  July  19, 
1889,  and  married  William  Simeon,  of  Belle  Plaine,  Minn.  Charles  M.  was 
born  Sept.  25,  1891,  and  accidently  shot  himself  in  1905,  when  just  growing 
into  sturdy  boyhood. 

Albert  T.  Johnson,  a  prominent  farmer  of  Cedar  Lake  Township  and  at 
one  time  a  leading  citizen  of  Osakis,  Douglass  County,  Minn.,  is  widely  known 
throughout  the  Northwest  as  a  grower  of  certified  seed  potatoes  and  his  wife 
has  a  reputation  in  several  states  as  a  breeder  of  single  comb  white  leghorns. 
He  is  also  president  of  the  Angus  Farm  Products  Association.  He  was  born 
in  Carver  County,  Minnesota,  May  26,  1865,  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mons 
Johnson,  the  mother's  maiden  name  being  Swenson.  This  good  couple  came 
from  Sweden  in  the  early  sixties  and  settled  in  Carver  County  and  later  in 
Blue  Earth  County,  Minnesota.  The  father  had  been  here  but  a  short  time 
when  he  enlisted  in  a  Minnesota  infantry  regiment  and  served  a  year  in  the 
Civil  War.  After  the  war  he  returned  to  Minnesota,  and  by  hard  work  and 
frugality  he  developed  a  wild  homestead  into  a  good  farm.  He  lost  his  wife 
in  1877.  After  a  long  and  useful  life  he  died  in  1908.  Albert  T.  attended  the 
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common  schools  in  Blue  Earth  County,  Minnesota,  and  was  reared  to  farm  pur¬ 
suits.  He  was  variously  employed  until  1887.  In  that  year  he  purchased  80 
acres  of  land  in  Lincoln  Township,  Blue  Earth  County,  Minnesota,  and  started 
to  improve  it.  Three  years  later  he  added  an  adjoining  80.  He  built  a  house, 
barn,  granary  and  other  buildings,  and  successfully  carried  on  general  farming. 
In  1898  he  sold  this  place  to  good  advantage,  and  bought  160  acres  of  partly 
improved  land  at  Oaskis,  Douglass  County,  Minnesota.  There  he  took  an  active 
part  in  everything  that  pertained  to  the  good  of  the  community.  He  was 
chairman  of  the  town  board  for  eight  years  all  told,  a  stockholder  in  the 
Farmers’  Co-operative  Creamery,  and  a  member  of  various  delegations  and 
committees.  In  1912  he  sold  out  there  and  came  to  Angus,  in  Barron  County, 
where  he  purchased  93  acres  in  Section  4,  Cedar  Lake  Township.  A  house  and 
small  buildings  had  been  erected  on  this  tract  and  about  10  acres  had  been 
improved.  He  has  renovated  and  altered  the  house,  built  a  barn,  silo,  swine 
house,  scientific  chicken  house,  and  other  buildings,  as  well  as  a  house  for  the 
hired  help,  and  he  has  continued  the  breaking  and  improving  of  the  land. 
He  does  general  farming  and  dairyirfg  and  has  a  good  herd  of  cattle,  headed 
by  a  full  blooded  Shorthorn  sire,  and  a  good  drove  of  pure  blooded  Red 
Duroc  swine.  His  specialty,  however,  is  in  producing  certified  seed  potatoes  of 
the  “Green  Mountain”  and  “Triumph  Bliss”  varieties.  He  seems  to  have  a 
particular  aptitude  for  this  work  and  his  success  at  producing  a  high  grade 
article  has  been  unusual.  His  potatoes  are  in  high  demand  and  have  given 
general  satisfaction.  Personally,  he  is  held  in  high  esteem,  and  has  served  a 
term  as  one  of  the  supervisors  of  Cedar  Lake  Township.  Mrs.  Johnson  is  an 
expert  poultry  fancier,  specializing  in  single  comb  white  leghorns.  She  has 
won  first  prizes  at  the  Minnesota  State  Fair  and  at  local  exhibitions  in  such 
places  as  Winona,  St.  Cloud  and  Duluth,  in  Minnesota,  and  La  Crosse  and 
Superior,  Wis.  She  issues  a  mating  list  and  her  orders  come  from  every 
state  in  the  Northwest.  She  loves  the  work  and  is  familiar  with  every  detail, 
and  all  her  patrons  become  her  friends.  Mr.  Johnson  was  married  Oct.  17, 
1900,  to  Mrs.  Nellie  Corey  Moody,  widow  of  Mr.  Moody,  and  daughter  of 
Edgar  and  Harriett  (Page)  Carey.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  have  twin  daugh¬ 
ters,  Ruth  and  Esther,  born  Oct.  28,  1902,  and  graduates  of  the  Barron  County 
Training  School  at  Rice  Lake.  Mrs.  Corey  makes  her  home  with  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Johnson,  Mr.  Corey  having  died  in  1917.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

John  C.  Snyder,  an  enterprising  farmer  of  Section  33,  Cedar  Grove  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  at  Egg  Harbor,  Wis.,  on  Aug.  16,  1892,  the  son  of  Matt  and 
May  (Lyman)  Snyder,  natives  of  Wisconsin,  who  lived  for  many  years  at 
Sturgeon  Bay  and  both  of  whom  are  now  deceased.  He  received  a  good 
graded  school  education  and  has  devoted  most  of  his  life  to  farming.  For 
five  years,  however,  he  worked  as  a  boiler  maker  at  West  Allis,  Wis.  In 
1919  he  purchased  80  acres  of  cut  over  land  in  Section  33,  Cedar  Lake  Town¬ 
ship.  A  log  barn  was  then  the  only  building. on  the  place.  Mr.  Snyder  has 
put  up  a  frame  house,  some  sheds  and  shacks,  has  drilled  a  well  and  is 
gradually  clearing  up  the  place.  He  is  an  industrious  man  and  is  getting  a 
good  start  toward  success.  Mr.  Snyder  was  married  at  Duluth,  Minn.,  March 
20,  1918,  to  Ellen  Kringle,  the  daughter  of  Ole  and  Marian  Kringle,  the 
former  of  whom  is  dead  and  the  latter  of  whom  is  now  living  in  Mikana, 
Wis.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Snyder  have  two  children:  Cecil  Pershing  and  Dorothy 
Loraine.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

Frank  P.  Morkin  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  citizens  of  Cedar  Lake 
Township.  He  has  been  successful  as  a  farmer,  he  is  interested  in  various 
local  enterprises,  and  he  has  held  various  town  offices.  He  has  been  a  willing 
supporter  of  everything  that  he  has  believed  to  be  for  the  public  good,  his 
judgment  is  respected  in  all  public  affairs,  he  is  one  of  the  real  leaders  in  the 
community,  and  a  man  of  considerable  influence.  A  native  of  this  state,  he 
was  born  in  Grant  County  April  17,  1870,  son  of  Patrick  and  Mary  (Parker) 
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Morkin,  natives  of  Canada,  who  came  to  the  United  States  in  1859  and  settled 
in  Grant  County  where  they  secured  180  acres  of  wild  land  which  they 
developed  into  a  good  farm.  There  they  successfully  carried  on  general  farm¬ 
ing  until  1900  when  they  sold  and  moved  to  Bloomington,  Wis.  There  they 
lived  a  retired  life  until  their  death,  the  father  dying  March  13,  1915,  and 
the  mother  Jan.  18,  1909.  They  were  most  estimable  people,  highly  regarded 
by  all  who  knew  them.  In  the  family  there  were  nine  children :  James, 
Thomas,  Mary,  Emma,  Frank  P.,  Margaret,  William,  Leo  and  Orlo.  Frank  P. 
was  reared  in  his  native  county  and  received  his  education  in  the  district 
schools.  He  learned  farming  from  his  father  and  remained  with  his  parents 
on  the  home  farm  until  1893.  Then  he  went  to  Letcher,  Sanborn  County,  S.  D., 
where  he  stayed  for  two  years.  From  there  he  went  to  Thornton,  Cerro  Gordo 
County,  Iowa,  where  he  farmed  for  a  time.  Then  in  1913  he  came  to  Barron 
County  and  bought  120  acres  in  Sections  9  and  10,  Cedar  Lake  Township. 
This  farm  was  partly  improved.  He  built  an  addition  to  the  house  and  barn, 
put  up  a  silo  and  outbuildings  and  developed  the  place  in  other  ways.  There 
he  now  carries  on  general  farming  and  ‘dairying,  having  a  fine  herd  of  Hol- 
steins,  headed  by  full  blooded  sires.  In  1915  he  was  elected  a  member  of 
the  town  board  and  in  1919  he  was  made  chairman.  For  two  years  he  was 
treasurer  of  the  school  board.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Angus  Produce  Co. 
and  in  the  Mikana  Feed  Co.  He  is  active  in  the  local  lodge  of  the  Odd 
Fellows.  Mr.  Morkin  was  married  Jan.  19,  1909,  to  Mae  Ryan,  born  May  7, 
1867,  in  Grant  County,  Wisconsin,  daughter  of  James  and  Elizabeth  (Brown) 
Ryan,  the  latter  of  whom  is  dead  and  the  former  of  whom  now  lives  in  Glen- 
haven,  Wis.  Mrs.  Morkin  is  a  most  estimable  woman  and  delights  in  keeping 
a  hospitable  home  which  is  one  of  the  social  centers  of  the  neighborhood. 

William  H.  Hill,  pioneer,  has  developed  three  good  farms  in  Barron 
County,  and  now  owns  a  fine  place  of  107  acres  in  Section  7,  Cedar  Lake 
Township.  He  was  born  in  New  Haven,  Conn.,  Feb.  26,  1858,  son  of  William 
and  Marian  (Boldyke)  Hill.  The  father,  a  native  of  England,  was  an  expert 
in  the  wholesale  crockery  trade  and  was  connected  with  that  business  all  his 
life.  He  came  to  America  in  1844  and  located  in  New  Hav^n.  There  he  was 
married  Aug.  19,  1855,  to  Marian  Boldyke.  After  the  marriage  they  went 
back  to  England  and  there  he  died  Aug.  28,  1866.  Subsequently  the  mother 
brought  the  family  back  to  America  and  located  in  Bristol,  Conn.  She  died 
in  1891  at  the  age  of  56  years.  William  H.  Hill  was  reared  in  Bristol,  Conn. 
In  1872,  when  but  fourteen  years  of  age,  he  came  to  Barron  County,  found 
his  way  to  Rice  Lake,  and  took  a  homestead  of  160  acres  in  Section  18,  Stanley 
Township.  This  was  all  wild  cut-over  land.  He  built  a  log  house  and  barn 
and  cleared  and  broke  30  acres.  In  1887  he  sold  this  place  and  bought  160 
acres  in  Section  10,  Stanley  Township.  This  land  was  partly  improved.  Hq 
continued  the  improvements  and  erected  some  additional  buildings.  He  sold 
that  place  in  1907  and  bought  his  present  property.  This  was  all  wild  land, 
covered  with  heavy  hardwood  .timber.  He  built  a  log  house  and  barn  and 
started  farming  here.  He  has  replaced  the  log  buildings  with  frame  struc¬ 
tures,  and  has  cut  off,  cleared  and  broken  50  acres.  On  this  place  he  suc¬ 
cessfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying  and  has  a  good  grade  of 
cattle  and  swine.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Hill  is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen. 
He  was  married  Dec.  30,  1893,  at  Stanley,  Wis.,  to  Regina  Hafele,  daughter  of 
George  and  Regina  (Berger)  Hafele,  and  they  have  eight  children:  Clifford 
W.,  Leonard,  Richard  A.,  Sidney  J.,  John  H.,  William  H.,  Emma  R.  and  Laura 
M.  Clifford  W.  was  born  Dec.  5,  1894,  and  lives  at  home.  Leonard,  born  in 
1895,  died  in  infancy.  Richard  A.  was  born  Feb.  23,  1897.  In  1918  he  trained 
for  the  United  States  service  at  Camp  Grant,  Rockford,  Ill.  Sidney  J.  was  born 
July  9,  1899;  John  H.,  Sept.  1,  1902;  William  H.,  May  22,  1906;  Emma  R., 
May  29,  1907,  and  Laura  M.,  Nov.  30,  1910.  George  Hafele  and  his  wife  were 
born  in  Germany  and  came  to  America  in  1882,  locating  in  Barron  County, 
where  they  purchased  a  farm  in  Stanley  Township.  On  Feb.  5,  1920,  they 


:ed  by  G00gle 


Digitized  by 


Google 


JAMES  L.  McLEOD 


HISTORY  OF  BARRON  COUNTY 


369 


celebrated  their  golden  wedding  anniversary  and  received  many  felicitations 
from  their  friends.  At  that  time  Mr.  Hafele  was  81  years  old  and  his  wife 
83.  Her  life,  however,  was  drawing  to  its  close,  and  on  May  26,  1920,  she 
passed  to  her  final  reward.  Mr.  Hafele  is  still  residing  on  the  farm  in  Stanley 
Township  with  his  son,  George.  • 

Arnold  M.  Strand,  an  energetic  and  active  farmer  of  section  28,  Cedar 
Lake  Township,  is  a  native  of  this  county,  born  in  Doyle  Township,  May  10, 
1893,  the  son  of  Andrew  G.  and  Ingebelle  (Olson)  Strand.  Andrew  G.  Strand 
was  born  in  Norway,  came  to  this  country  and  settled  in  Doyle  Township, 
where  he  still  resides.  His  wife  Ingebelle  was  born  in  this  state,  the  daughter 
of  Nels  Solum  and  Julia  Evenson,  his  wife.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Strand  are  still 
living  in  Doyle  Township,  where  they  are  substantial  and  prosperous  farmers, 
standing  well  with  all  who  know  them.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  attended 
the  common  schools  of  his  neighborhood  and  learned  farming  from  his  father. 
For  four  seasons  he  worked  in  the  lumber  woods.  He  now  rents  80  acres  in 
section  28,  Cedar  Lake  Township.  He  is  building  up  a  good  place  and  is  suc¬ 
cessfully  carrying  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  having  an  excellent  herd 
of  cattle  headed  by  a  full  blooded  Holstein  sire.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the 
Consumers  Store  at  Rice  Lake,  and  in  the  Central  Cheese  Co.  of  Cedar  Lake 
Township.  He  believes  in  everything  that  is  for  the  best  interests  of  the 
community  and  is  a  fine  type  of  the  young,  modern,  Wisconsin  farmer.  He 
was  married  at  Larson’s  Corners,  Barron  County,  Wis.,  Oct.  14,  1915,  to  Nora 
H.  Solum,  who  was  born  in  Rice  Lake  Township  Dec.  17,  1893,  the  daughter 
of  Nels  and  Julia  Solum.  Her  parents,  who  were  born  in  Norway  and  came  to 
Wisconsin,  are  now  residing  in  Barron  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Strand  have  a 
boy,  Roger  A.,  born  August  1,  1919.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian 
Lutheran  Church. 

James  L.  McLeod,  a  substantial  farmer  of  section  33,  Cedar  Lake  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  at  Perth,  Province  of  Ontario,  Canada,  March  18,  1865,  the 
son  of  John  and  Margaret  (Marnann)  McLeod,  natives  of  Ireland,  who  came 
to  Canada  as  young  people,  farmed  there  for  many  years,  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1882,  secured  railroad  land  in  Oak  Grove  Township,  and  there  re¬ 
mained  until  their  death.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  educated  in  the 
Canadian  schools  and  learned  farming  from  his  father,  coming  to  Barron 
County  with  his  parents  in  1882.  For  some  years  he  worked  in  the  woods 
winters  and  did  farm  work.  In  1892  he  purchased  160  acres  in  section  3,  Rice 
Lake  Township,  which  he  retained  until  1900.  In  that  year  he  sold  out  and 
bought  80  acres  in  section  33,  Cedar  Lake  Township.  He  moved  onto  this  place 
and  has  since  devoted  his  time  to  its  improvement  and  development.  He  has 
built  up  a  good  place,  is  operating  it  in  a  profitable  manner,  and  has  won  for 
himself  a  position  of  trust  and  confidence  in  the  community.  He  is  a  stock¬ 
holder  in  the  Brill  Creamery  Co.  at  Brill.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Modern  Woodmen  and  the  Knights  of  Columbus.  Mr.  McLeod  was  married  at 
Dobey,  this  county,  April  16,  1895,  to  Johanna  Lappan,  daughter  of  Patrick  and 
Elizabeth  (Byrens)  Lappan,  natives  of  Canada,  who  came  to  the  United  States 
in  1880,  and  located  in  Oak  Grove  Township,  where  they  spent  the  remainder 
of  their  lives.  This  union  was  blessed  with  seven  children:  Margaret,  born 
Feb.  17,  1896,  married  Mark  Fay  of  Rochester,  Minn.  They  have  one  child, 
Donald  J.  Emath  L.  was  born  Dec.  6,  1897,  and  died  April  25,  1900.  Charles 
P.  was  born  Jan.  9,  1899,  and  died  April  27,  1900.  Leo  J.  was  born  Aug.  17, 
1901.  Irene  L.  was  born  March  19,  1903.  Agnes  M.,  born  Oct.  4,  1904,  and 
Michael  K.,  born  Sept.  26,  1905,  are  attending  high  school  at  Rice  Lake. 
Loretta  D.  was  born  March  13,  1907,  and  died  July  14,  1907.  The  mother  died 
March  21,  1907.  On  June  6,  1913,  Mr.  McLeod  married  Mary  Murphy,  the 
daughter  of  William  and  Margaret  (Russell)  Murphy,  of  Chippewa  Falls,  now 
deceased.  This  union  was  blessed  with  three  children:  Catherine  L.,  born 
March  24,  1916;  Robert  E.,  born  Dec.  29,  1919;  and  Loraine  M.,  born  Sept.  26, 
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1920.  The  mother  died  Sept.  26,  1920.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church. 

Harry  Edmund  Hartley,  manager  of  the  Ellithorpe  Farm,  at  Angus,  Cedar 
Lake  Township,  was  born  in  Oxfordshire,  England,  March  20,  1878,  son  of 
Edmund  and  Phoebe  (Hancock)  Hartley,  natives  of  that  country,  the  latter 
of  whom  died  in  1893,  and  the  former  of  whom  is  still  living  in  that  country. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native 
land,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  at  the  time  of  his  mother's  death,  was  placed 
in  a  hardware  store  to  learn  the  business.  He  came  to  North  America  in 
1906,  and  started  farming  near  Hamilton  in  the  Province  of  Ontario,  Canada. 
He  assumed  the  duties  of  his  present  position  in  1915.  The  place  is  located  in 
section  3,  Cedar  Lake  Township.  It  is  well  improved  and  Mr.  Hartley  is  suc¬ 
cessfully  carrying  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  having  a  good  herd  of 
Guernseys  headed  by  a  full  blooded  sire,  and  a  good  drove  of  Duroc-Jersey 
swine.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  and  secretary  of  the  Angus  Farm  Products 
Association.  Mr.  Hartley  is  a  good  farmer  and  is  well  regarded  by  his 
neighbors.  He  was  married  March  9,  1914,  at  Windsor,  Province  of 
Ontario,  Canada,  to  Marie  Peake,  daughter  of  William  and  Sarah  (Woods) 
Peake,  the  former  of  whom,  an  English  tradesman,  died  in  1913,  and  the  latter 
of  whom  is  still  living  in  England.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Episcopal 
Church. 

August  Mabuse,  an  industrious  and  hard  working  farmer  of  section  9, 
Cedar  Lake  Township,  was  born  in  Wright  County,  Minnesota,  April  20,  1870, 
the  son  of  August  and  Francena  (Chamberlain)  Mabuse.  The  father,  a  native 
of  Germany,  fought  in  the  Civil  War,  and  farmed  for  many  years  in  Minnesota. 
August  attended  the  Minnesota  common  schools  and  early  learned  farming 
from  his  father.  In  1888  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  entered  the  employ  of 
the  Rice  Lake  Lumber  Co.  at  Rice  Lake.  With  this  company  he  remained  as 
a  faithful  and  efficient  employe  for  many  years.  In  1900  he  purchased  80 
acres  of  cut-over  land  in  section  9,  Cedar  Lake  Township.  There  he  put  up  a 
log  house  and  barn,  and  commenced  to  improve  the  land.  In  1904  he  erected 
a  frame  house  and  frame  barn.  Other  buildings  have  been  put  up  as  necessity 
has  required  and  convenience  permitted.  On  this  place  he  carries  on  general 
farming  and  dairying  on  a  successful  scale.  In  public  affairs  Mr.  Mabuse  has 
been  a  leader  for  several  years  past.  For  four  years  he  was  a  member  of  the 
town  board,  and  in  this  capacity  looked  after  the  interests  of  the  community 
in  a  most  admirable  manner.  In  1912  he  was  elected  town  treasurer  and  is 
still  serving.  A  better  man  could  hardly  be  chosen.  He  is  one  who  attends 
diligently  to  the  town’s  business,  is  an  accurate  accountant,  and  the  affairs  of 
his  office  are  conducted  in  every  way  as  they  should  be.  In  business  life  Mr. 
Mabuse  has  stock  in  the  cheese  factory  and  feed  mill  at  Mikana.  Fraternally 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Brotherhood,  the  Modern  Woodmen  and  the 
Odd  Fellows.  All'in  all,  he  is  doing  his  work  as  a  good  citizen  and  is  held  in 
the  highest  esteem  for  his  worth  and  character.  Mr.  Mabuse  was  married  in 
this  township  July  1,  1890,  to  Wilhelmena  C.  Monnsen,  daughter  of  Chris  F. 
and  Anna  (Schrever)  Monnsen,  natives  of  Germany,  both  now  deceased.  This 
union  has  been  blessed  with  four  children:  August  F.,  Charles  F.,  Anna  C. 
and  Lilly  D.  August  F.  was  born  April  2,  1891.  He  was  inducted  into  the 
United  States  service  April  28,  1918,  served  in  France  with  the  332nd  Field 
Artillery  of  the  86th  Division,  He  came  back  to  the  United  States  Feb.  15, 
1919,  and  was  discharged  Feb.  28,  1919.  Anna  C.,  born  Jan.  23,  1893,  married 
George  Nelson,  and  has  two  children,  Lawrence  and  Harold.  Charles  F.  was 
born  July  16,  1895.  He  was  inducted  into  the  United  States  service  July  22, 
1918,  trained  at  Camp  Grant,  Illinois,  and  at  Camp  McArthur,  Texas,  and  was 
discharged  Jan.  15,  1919.  He  married  Pearl  S.  Reed.  Lilley  D.  was  born 
August  13,  1908,  and  is  attending  school.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the 
German  Lutheran  Church. 
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Maurice  H.  Uren,  a  prosperous  young  farmer  who  is  managing  his  father’s 
place  of  240  acres  in  Section  4,  Cedar  Lake  Township,  was  born  at  Blanchard- 
ville,  Wis.,  Oct.  6,  1892,  the  son  of  M.  B.  and  Celia  (Paynter)  Uren.  He  came . 
to  this  county  in  1908  and  attended  school  here  for  a  short  time.  Since  then 
he  has  devoted  his  life  to  farming  on  the  home  place,  and  since  1912  has 
operated  and  managed  it.  He  thoroughly  understands  his  business  and  is  well 
on  the  road  to  success.  His  business  holdings  include  stock  in  the  Angus 
Farm  Products  Association,  which  is  engaged  in  manufacturing  fancy  cheese. 
Mr.  Uren  was  married  May  15,  1913,  at  Angus,  Cedar  Lake  Township,  to 
Emma  Bollman,  daughter  of  John  and  Susan  (Pratt)  Bollman,  natives  of  Iowa, 
who,  upon  comming  to  this  county,  located  on  a  farm  near  Brill,  in  Oak  Grove 
Township.  The  father  died  in  1911  and  the  mother  lives  at  Brill.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Uren  have  two  children:  Evelyn  May,  born  Nov.  14,  1914,  and  Allen 
Morris,  born  March  24,  1917.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church. 

M.  B.  Uren,  founder  of  Angus,  in  Cedar  Lake  Township,  this  county,  at 
one  time  a  man  of  considerable  importance  in  the  southwestern  part  of  the 
state  and  now  one  of  the  leaders  in  the  modern  development  of  this  county, 
was  born  in  Blanchardville,  Lafayette  County,  Wis.,  July  30,  1856,  the  son  of 
J.  J.  and  Grace  (Harris)  Uren,  natives  of  England.  J.  J.  Uren  came  to 
America  in  1845  and  settled  at  Mineral  Point,  Iowa  County,  Wis.  In  1850  he 
went  to  California,  prospecting  for  gold,  but  returned  in  1853.  Then,  in 
partnership  with  his  father,  he  purchased  several  sections  of  land  in  Lafayette 
County,  Wisconsin,  on  one  of  which  was  located  a  lead  mine.  In  the  fall  of 
1855,  he  located  at  Blanchardville,  in  Lafayette  County,  and  there  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  days.  He  died  in  September,  1892,  and  his  wife  in  June, 
1890.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  of  whom  there  are  now  living 
seven:  Grace,  Jane,  Mary,  Bessie,  Susan,  M.  B.  and  William  C.  Grace, 
widow  of  John  Cavelle,  lives  in  Modesto,  Calif.  Jane,  the  widow  of  Thomas 
Wallace,  lives  at  Crow’s  Landing,  Calif.;  Mary,  the  widow  of  Edward  Brown, 
lives  at  Mineral  Point,  Wis.  Bessie  married  John  Buckingham,  of  Blanchard¬ 
ville,  Wis.  Susie  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Crowell,  also  of  that  place.  M.  B. 
lives  at  Angus,  Wis.  William  C.  lives  in  Cedar  Lake  Township.  John  J. 
and  Henry  are  dead.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  and  educated 
in  his  native  place  and  there  became  a  highly  successful  and  prosperous 
farmer.  He  was  a  real  leader  among  his  fellows,  served  four  years  as  under¬ 
sheriff  of  Lafayette  County,  at  different  times  as  township  assessor,  clerk  (for 
six  consecutive  years)  and  supervisor,  and  for  twelve  years  as  clerk  of  his 
school  district.  In  June,  1906,  he  came  to  what  is  now  the  village  of  Angus, 
established  a  general  store,  and  was  appointed  first  postmaster.  He  made 
extensive  deals  in  real  estate,  and  at  one  time  owned  560  acres  of  land  in  this 
vicinity.  In  1908  he  sold  the  store  to  his  son,  Warren,  who  also  succeeded  him 
as  postmaster,  and  he  in  1911  sold  to  E.  H.  Leonard.  In  the  meantime  Mr. 
Uren  had  continued  to  live  in  Blanchardville.  He  came  to  Angus  in  1912  and 
located  on  the  fine  farm  of  240  acres  which  he  now  operates  with  his  son,  M.  H. 
When  he  purchased  the  tract  it  was  cut-over  land,  covered  with  stumps  and 
brush.  He  has  cleared  up  the  land  and  has  60  acres  under  the  plow  and  the 
remainder  in  timber  and  pasture,  the  entire  farm  being  surrounded  by  up-to- 
date  wire  fencing.  He  has  put  up  a  fine  set  of  buildings,  including  a  two-story 
eight-room  house,  28  by  30  feet;  a  new  barn,  36  by  82  feet,  with  full  tile 
basement;  a  horse  barn,  20  by  30  feet,  with  a  lean-to  16  by  30  feet;  a  machine 
shed,  16  by  40  feet,  and  other  suitable  structures.  The  machinery,  tools  and 
implements  are  all  modern,  and  include  the  Star  barn  equipment  and  a  four- 
unit  Pine  Tree  milking  machine.  The  herd  is  of  pure  blooded  and  graded 
Holstein,  headed  by  a  full  blooded  sire.  The  swine  are  Duroc-Jerseys,  and 
the  sheep  are  of  the  Shropshire  breed.  Since  coming  here  Mr.  Uren  has  taken 
an  interest  in  public  affairs  and  has  done  good  service  on  the  school  board. 
He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Angus  Produce  Association,  the  Shipping  Asso- 
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ciation,  the  Potato  Growers’  Association,  and  in  the  Mikana  Feed  Mill. 
Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  Mr.  Uren 
was  married  at  Darlington,  Wis.,  Jan.  26,  1879,  to  Celia  E.  Paynter,  daughter 
of  William  and  Matilda  Paynter,  natives  of  England,  and  early  settlers  at 
Yellowstone,  Lafayette  County,  Wis.  In  the  Paynter  family  there  were  nine 
children.  Celia  E.,  Adeline,  Ida,  Abbie,  William,  Charles  and  Harkles  are 
living,  and  John  and  Matilda  are  dead.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Uren  have  five  children: 
Katie,  Celia  M.,  Warren  B.,  Lester  H.  and  Maurice  H.  Katie  is  the  wife  of 
Edward  Beecroft,  of  Chicago,  treasurer  of  the  Elgin,  Joliet  &  Eastern  Rail¬ 
road;  Celia  M.  is  employed  by  that  company.  Warren  B.  lives  in  Cedar  Lake 
Township.  Lester  H.  is  a  merchant  at  Mikana,  Barron  County,  this  state. 
Maurice  H.  works  with  his  father. 

John  C.  Harms,  now  deceased,  was  for  many  years  a  prominent  figure  in 
the  life  of  Cedar  Lake  Township  and  vicinity.  In  town,  school  district  and 
church  he  was  an  active  and  valued  official;  in  his  family  he  was  everything 
that  a  father  and  husband  should  be;  as  a  neighbor  he  was  generous  and 
kindly,  and  as  a  citizen  he  was  upright  and  above  reproach.  His  untimely 
death  will  long  be  mourned  by  all  who  knew  him,  as  the  accident  which  cost 
him  his  life  took  from  the  town  a  useful  and  valued  man.  He  was  born  Dec. 
23,  1867,  in  Germany,  the  son  of  Harm  and  Marie  (Fredricks)  Harms.  Reared 
in  his  native  land  he  attended  the  government  schools  and  early  learned  farm 
work  with  his  parents.  In  1888  he  came  to  America  and  took  up  farming  near 
Sterling,  Ill.  From  there,  in  1902,  he  came  to  Wisconsin  and  bought  80  acres 
in  Section  16,  Cedar  Lake  Township,  to  the  development  of  which  he  devoted 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  When  he  purchased  the  tract  it  was  all  wild  cut¬ 
over  timber  land.  He  erected  a  small  frame  house  and  barn  and  started 
grubbing  out  the  stumps.  From  time  to  time  he  erected  buildings,  such  as  a 
silo,  granary,  machine  sheds  and  the  like.  In  1906  he  built  a  fine  modern 
barn.  He  carried  on  general  mixed  farming  and  had  a  good  grade  of  Holstein 
cattle  and  a  good  breed  of  swine.  For  many  years  he  did  the  town  good 
service  as  public  official,  one  year  as  supervisor,  eight  years  as  clerk  and  three 
years  as  assessor.  For  six  years  he  was  clerk  of  the  school  board.  He  was 
interested  in  everything  that  pertained  to  the  growth  of  the  community,  and 
held  stock  in  the  Mikana  Cheese  Co.  and  the  Angus  Cheese  Co.  Fraternally, 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Modern  Brotherhood  of  America.  In  church  affairs 
he  was  likewise  prominent,  and  for  nineteen  years  was  a  trustee  of  the  Love¬ 
land  Lutheran  Church.  He  was  in  the  height  of  a  successful  career  when  he 
was  killed  in  an  automobile  accident  Sept.  15,  1920.  Mr.  Harms  was  married 
Feb.  9,  1897,  at  Geneseo,  Ill.,  to  Adele  Fellensick,  daughter  of  Henry  and 
Lucia  (Taddenken)  Fellensick,  natives  of  Germany.  She  came  to  America  in 
1893  and  located  at  Sterling,  Ill.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harms  were  the  parents  of 
seven  children :  Herman  H.,  Harm  L.,  Henry  M.,  William  J.,  Lucie  M.,  Adolph 
H.  and  Julia  A.  Herman  H.  was  born  April  27,  1898,  and  died  July  4  of 
the  same  year.  Harm  L.  was  born  July  17,  1900.  Henry  M.  was  born  March 
3,  1902.  In  1914,  when  he  was  eleven  years  of  age,  he  met  with  a  shooting  ac¬ 
cident  which  resulted  in  the  loss  of  one  of  his  eyes.  William  J.  was  born  Sept. 
11,  1903.  Lucie  M.  was  born  April  24,  1906.  Adolph  H.  was  born  Nov.  2,  1908. 
Julia  A.  was  born  Sept.  28,  1911.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  German 
Lutheran  Church. 

Tobias  T.  Hazelberg,  former  county  clerk,  former  Chairman  of  the  County 
Board,  former  clerk  of  the  Barron  County  Exemption  Board,  former  clerk  of 
the  Barron  County  Defense  League,  former  Barron  County  Fuel  Administrator, 
and  former  State  Prohibition  Commissioner,  and  now  the  successful  proprietor 
of  the  fertile  and  productive  Marion  Stock  Farm,  section  33,  Cedar  Lake 
Township,  is  one  of  the  best  known  men  in  this  part  of  the  state.  As  citizen, 
official,  patriot,  and  farmer  he  has  measured  up  to  the  full  requirements,  and 
his  name  is  respected  wherever  his  reputation  has  reached.  He  was  born  in 
Moscow  Township,  Iowa  County,  Wisconsin,  the  son  of  Torgus  and  Margaret 
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(Jargo)  Hazelberg,  natives  of  Norway,  who  came  to  America  in  1850,  and 
became  substantial  farmers  in  Wisconsin.  In  1878  a  tornado  swept  their  prop¬ 
erty,  carrying  all  the  buildings  to  destruction.  Then  they  moved  to  Granite 
Falls,  in  Yellow  Medicine  County,  Minnesota,  where  the  father  died  the  follow¬ 
ing  year.  The  mother  is  now  living  at  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  at  the  age  of  94 
years.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  went  to  Granite  Falls  with  his  parents  and 
studied  in  the  Granite  Falls  high  school  and  in  the  Miller’s  Commercial  School, 
at  Keokuk,  Iowa.  As  a  young  man  in  1884  he  engaged  in  the  furniture  and 
undertaking  business  in  Granite  Falls.  In  1893  he  sold  out  and  opened  an 
insurance  and  farm  loan  office  there.  In  1895  he  engaged  in  the  wholesale 
produce  business.  He  sold  out  in  1897  and  for  a  year  was  accountant  for  a 
hardware  establishment,  still  in  the  same  city.  Next,  in  1898,  he  moved  to 
Minneapolis,  and  entered  the  employ  of  the  Minneapolis  Cold  Storage  Co.,  part 
of  the  time  as  accountant  in  their  office  and  part  of  the  time  on  the  road.  It 
was  in  1900  that  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  bought  240  acres  of  cut-over 
land  in  Section  33,  Cedar  Lake  Township.  There  he  erected  a  modern  frame 
house  and  barn,  and  started  to  clear  up  the  land.  The  barn  was  burned  in 
1910,  was  rebuilt,  wrecked  by  the  wind  in  1913,  rebuilt,  and  destroyed  by  a 
tornado  in  1918.  Then  the  present  good  modern  barn  was  built  on  the  same 
site.  The  other  buildings  are  well  in  keeping  with  the  house  and  main  barn. 
The  cow  barn  is  40  by  70  feet.  A  hollow  brick  tile  building,  24  by  86  feet, 
serves  as  a  combined  horse  barn,  machine  shed  and  granary.  He  successfully 
carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  and  has  a  good  grade  of  domestic 
animals.  He  sells  his  cream  and  milk  to  the  Central  Cheese  &  Butter  Factory 
in  Cedar  Lake  Township,  which  he  helped  to  organize.  A  man  of  force,  per¬ 
sonality  and  decided  qualities  of  leadership,  it  is  natural  that  he  should  have 
taken  an  interest  in  public  affairs  from  the  time  of  his  first  residence  here. 
From  1902  to  1905  be  was  town  clerk,  and  from  October,  1905,  to  1911  town 
chairman.  From  Jan.  1,  1911,  to  Nov.  30,  1919,  he  was  county  clerk,  and  from 
Dec.  1,  1919,  to  Feb.  6,  1921,  he  was  State  Prohibition  Commissioner.  From 
1906  to  1919  he  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  County  Training 

School.  He  resigned  the  clerkship  and  the  position  on  the  Training  School 

board  to  take  up  the  duties  of  prohibition  enforcement.  In  all  of  these  posi¬ 
tions  he  served  with  credit  to  the  community  and  with  honor  to  himself. 
Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  and  of  the  Knights  of 

Pythias  and  Masons.  Mr.  Hazelberg  was  married  Feb.  26,  1884,  at  Cottage 

Grove,  Wis.,  to  Helen  Jargo,  the  daughter  of  Knute  and  Asper  (Asker)  Jargo, 
the  former  of  whom  now  lives  in  Deerfield,  Wis.,  at  the  age  of  97  years,  and 
the  latter  of  whom  is  dead.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hazelberg  have  six  children: 
Marion  A.,  Esther  V.,  Carl  T.,  Ella  O.,  Hubert  V.,  and  Miles  J.  Marion  A. 
was  born  May  21,  1885.  Esther  V.  was  born  July  19,  1887,  married  Harold 
Ward,  of  Barron  County,  and  has  a  daughter,  Helen  E.  Carl  T.  was  born 
July  8,  1889,  lives  in  Barron  County,  married  Olga  Hanson,  and  has  three 
children,  Scoll,  Robert  and  Margaret.  Ella  O.  was  born  Nov.  12,  1891,  married 
Harlow  Miller,  of  New  London,  Wis.,  and  has  two  children,  Harlow  C.  and 
Arthur  H.  Hubert  V.  was  born  May  30,  1894,  lives  in  Barron  County, 
married  Alma  Norelius,  and  has  two  children,  Theodore  T.  and  Leroy.  Miles 
J.  was  born  July  1,  1897,  and  lives  in  Douglas,  Wis.  He  married  Ida  Johnson, 
and  they  have  two  children:  Marceline  and  Marion  J.  Miles  J.  trained  for 
cavalry  service  in  the  United  States  army.  He  enlisted  May  9,  1917,  and  was 
stationed  at  Jefferson  Barracks,  Missouri;  Douglas,  Arizona,  and  Naco,  Ari¬ 
zona,  and  was  discharged  Dec.  30,  1918,  returning  home  a  few  days  later. 

Ludwig  Kerber,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  section  31,  Cedar  Lake  Township, 
was  born  in  Germany,  Feb.  27,  1860.  He  was  educated  in  that  country,  and 
for  a  period  of  years  worked  on  farms  and  in  factories.  In  1891  he  came  to 
America,  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Illinois,  where  he  farmed  for  eleven  years. 
It  was  in  1902  that  he  came  to  Barron  County,  and  bought  40  acres  of  wild 
land  in  Doyle  township.  He  erected  a  set  of  buildings,  cleared  some  of  the 
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land,  and  there  carried  on  general  farming  for  four  years.  He  moved  to  Oak 
Grove  Township  in  1906  and  rented  120  acres  in  Section  16,  where  he  remained 
for  five  years.  In  1911,  he  rented  a  farm  near  Dobie.  Then  next  year  he 
rented  a  place  in  Cedar  Lake  Township,  and  there  he  farmed  for  six  years. 
In  1918  he  bought  120  acres  in  Section  31,  Cedar  Lake  Township,  which 
constitutes  his  present  place.  He  has  remodeled  the  house,  built  an  addition, 
and  put  up  a  barn  and  machine  shed  and  other  buildings.  He  has  also  cleared 
and  broken  some  of  the  land.  In  1918  he  sold  the  north  eighty  to  one  of  his 
sons,  retaining  the  south  forty  on  which  the  home  buildings  are  standing. 
Mr.  Kerber  is  an  estimable  man  who  is  doing  his  duty  as  a  good  citizen  in 
every  way.  He  was  married  in  Germany,  May  26,  1882,  to  Augusta  Schultz, 
who  was  born  in  that  country.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  eight 
children:  Lena,  Amelia,  Lizzie,  Harry,  William,  Emil,  Henry  and  Matilda. 
Lena  was  born  July  28,  1888,  and  is  the  wife  of  Albert  Gaut,  of  Madison, 
Wis.  Amelia  was  born  Jan.  4,  1890,  and  is  the  wife  of  Fred  Batcheler,  of 
Cedar  Lake  Township.  Lizzie  was  born  Nov.  16,  1892,  and  is  the  wife  of  John 
Meins,  of  Oak  Grove  Township.  Harry  was  born  Feb.  15,  1894,  and  is  at 
home.  He  was  inducted  into  the  United  States  service,  Sept.  19,  1917 ;  trained 
at  Camp  Grant  with  Co.  F,  341st  Infantry,  86th  Division;  also  at  Camp  Green 
with  Co.  D,  46th  Infantry,  4th  Division;  was  equipped  at  Camp  Mills;  sailed 
for  France,  May  9,  1918;  was  at  the  front  two  weeks;  was  wounded  at  the 
Battle  of  the  Marne;  recuperated  in  Base  Hospital  No.  27,  and  was  then 
transferred  as  a  replacement  casual  to  the  86th  Division,  arriving  home  April 
2,  1919,  and  receiving  his  discharge  on  April  11,  1919.  William  was  born 
March  17,  1896,  and  is  employed  at  Campia,  in  a  sawmill.  Emil  was  born 
June  17,  1899;  Henry  was  born  July  17,  1901,  and  Matilda  was  born  Dec.  14, 
1904. 

Alfred  Johnson,  a  substantial  farmer  of  Sections  7  and  8,  Oak  Grove 
Township,  has  been  a  resident  of  this  county  since  1898.  He  came  here  that 
year  and  for  a  time  was  employed  on  the  railroad  in  the  summer  time  and  in 
the  woods  winters.  Then  he  bought  his  present  place  of  140  acres.  He  has 
put  up  a  good  set  of  buildings,  has  improved  and  developed  the  land,  and  now 
has  a  good  farm.  He  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  and  has  a 
good  herd  of  graded  Holstein  cattle.  He  was  born  in  Sweden,  Feb.  8,  1873, 
the  son  of  Johanas  and  Anna  (Benson)  Johnson,  who  still  live  in  that  country. 
He  was  educated  in  his  native  land,  and  worked  on  farms  until  1893,  when  he 
came  to  America.  For  five  years  he  worked  in  the  stone  quarries  at  Cleve¬ 
land,  Ohio,  and  then  came  to  Barron  County.  Mr.  Johnson  was  married  May 
16,  1896,  to  Anna  Kurten,  born  in  Finland,  Sept.  11,  1876,  the  daughter  of 
Mathias  and  Mina  Kurten,  natives  of  that  country,  and  both  now  deceased. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  have  been  blessed  with  eleven  children:  Hildur,  born 
Jan.  25,  1897,  who  lives  at  Evansville,  Wis.;  Alfonse,  born  Sept.  1,  1898; 
Arnold,  born  Sept.  21,  1900;  Elmer,  born  June  15,  1902;  Ejner  born  Aug.  31, 
1904;  Hilma,  born  Oct.  27,  1906;  Ellen,  born  April  29,  1911;  Herald,  born 
March  22,  1914;  Leroy  and  Leland  (twins)  born  Dec.  7,  1916,  and  Donald, 
born  June  21,  1919. 

Frank  Frolik,  retired  farmer  living  in  Rice  Lake  Township,  was  born  in 
Bohemia,  and  there  married  Barbara  Wagner.  They  came  to  America  in  the 
early  sixties,  and  located  on  a  farm  in  Manitowoc  County,  this  state.  In 
1899  they  came  to  Barron  County,  and  bought  154  acres,  80  in  Section  1,  Rice 
Lake  Township,  and  74  in  Section  36,  Oak  Grove  Township.  They  made 
general  repairs  and  improvements  and  carried  on  general  farming  and  dairy¬ 
ing  there  until  1917  when  they  sold  the  farm  to  their  sons,  Anton  and  Louis. 
They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children:  Mary,  Lizzie,  Frank,  Joseph,  Anna, 
Barbara,  Julia,  Anton,  Louis  and  Mike  (deceased). 

Anton  Frolik,  an  up-to-date  farmer,  who  owns  part  of  the  home  place  in 
Oak  Grove  Township,  was  born  in  Manitowoc  County,  this  state,  Nov.  10, 
1891,  son  of  Frank  and  Barbara  (Wagner)  Frolik.  He  came  to  this  county 
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with  his  parents  in  1899,  attended  the  district  school,  and  helped  his  father 
on  the  farm.  In  1917  he  purchased  the  74  acres  of  the  home  farm  lying  in 
Section  36,  Oak  Grove  Township,  and  started  farming  on  his  own  responsi¬ 
bility.  He  repaired  and  renovated  the  buildings,  installed  modern  barn 
equipment,  purchased  new  machinery,  and  made  the  place  a  modern  farm  in 
every  respect.  He  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  and 
has  a  good  herd  of  high  grade  Holstein  cattle.  His  holdings  include  stock  in 
the  Equity  Exchange  at  Campia.  Mr.  Frolik  was  married  Nov.  18,  1918,  to 
Albina  Morneau,  born  in  Solon  Springs,  Wis.,  Dec.  5,  1899,  daughter  of 
Telesphore  and  Demerise  (Couture)  Morneau.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frolik  have  one 
son,  Donald,  born  Dec.  28,  1919.  The  family  are  members  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church. 

John  A.  Hauck,  an  energetic  young  farmer  of  Section  34,  Oak  Grove 
Township,  was  born  in  Cresco,  Howard  County,  Iowa,  July  14,  1897,  son  of 
Frank  and  Odellia  (Schieffer)  Hauck,  who,  in  1898,  took  him  to  Monroe 
County,  in  that  state,  where  he  attended  St.  Mary's  Parochial  school.  He 
remained  with  his  parents  until  after  attaining  his  majority,  coming  with 
them  to  this  county  in  1916.  In  1920,  he  purchased  80  acres  in  Section  34, 
Oak  Grove  Township,  a  good  farm  on  which  he  now  conducts  general  farming 
and  dairying.  He  has  some  good  Holstein  cattle  and  Duroc-Jersey  swine, 
and  is  gradually  bringing  his  place  to  a  high  stage  of  development.  Mr. 
Hauck  was  married,  Sept.  23,  1919,  to  Leona  Larson,  who  was  born  in  Barron 
County,  April  6,  1903,  daughter  of  William  and  Emma  (Sawyer)  Larson,  the 
former  of  whom  is  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Stanfold  Township,  and  the  latter 
of  whom  died  July  10,  1916.  In  the  Larson  family  there  are  four  children: 
Violet,  Wanda,  Evelyn  and  Leona.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hauck  have  one  son,  Duane, 
born  Nov.  15,  1920.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

George  Papenheim,  a  leading  farmer,  living  in  Section  35,  Oak  Grove 
Township,  was  born  in  Chickasaw  County,  Iowa,  June  16,  1888,  son  of  Ru¬ 
dolph  and  Barbara  (Hauser)  Papenheim,  who  spent  their  lives  as  Iowa 
farmers,  the  father  dying  Jan.  8,  1898,  and  the  mother  still  living  there.  In 
the  family  there  were  nine  children:  Elizabeth,  George,  Martha,  Dora,  Wil¬ 
liam,  Victor,  Raymond,  Esther  and  Rose  (deceased).  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
attended  public  and  parochial  schools  in  New  Hampton,  Iowa,  and  as  a  young 
man  worked  with  his  parents  on  the  farm.  He  came  to  Barron  County  in 
1914,  and  purchased  160  acres  in  Section  33,  Oak  Grove  Township.  The  next 
year  he  sold  this  and  purchased  his  present  farm  of  80  acres.  He  repaired 
and  renovated  the  buildings,  put  up  fences,  purchased  new  equipment,  and 
improved  the  land.  He  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairy¬ 
ing,  having  mixed  Holstein  cattle,  and  Poland  China  swine.  Fraternally  he 
is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus.  Mr.  Papenheim  was  married  April 
10,  1916,  to  Grace  E.  Haughian,  who  was  born  Jan.  16,  1894,  in  Barron 
County,  daughter  of  Michael  and  Mary  (McLeod)  Haughian,  natives  of 
Canada.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  one  daughter,  Martha  E.,  born 
April  10,  1919.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

Otto  Bergholz,  manager  of  the  Farmers’  Store  at  Almena,  is  one  of  the 
leading  business  men  of  the  village.  He  is  a  good  merchant,  he  knows  how 
to  buy  in  the  open  market,  and  he  knows  how  to  sell,  and  is  thoroughly 
familiar  with  the  needs  of  this  community.  Under  his  management  the  store 
is  meeting  with  success,  and  his  genial  manner  and  fair  dealing  make  his 
place  a  real  trading  center  for  the  farmers.  He  was  born  in  Lodi,  Columbia 
County,  Wis.,  May  7,  1880,  the  son  of  Charles  and  Augusta  (Hoffmater) 
Bergholz,  natives  of  Germany,  who  came  to  America  as  young  people,  were 
married  in  Wisconsin,  and  settled  on  a  claim  in  Columbia  county,  starting  in 
a  log  cabin  and  gradually  developing  a  good  place.  Otto  was  the  youngest  of 
four  children.  He  was  reared  on  the  home  farm,  and  received  a  good  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  district  schools.  For  a  while  he  was  employed  as  a  farm  hand. 
In  1907  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Farmers’  Co-operative  Store  at  Bloomer, 
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in  Chippewa  County.  His  work  there  attracted  attention,  and  in  1911  he  was 
offered  and  accepted  his  present  position.  He  has  made  good  in  every  respect 
and  has  given  general  satisfaction.  Mr.  Bergholz  was  married  at  Almena  on 
Feb.  24,  1916,  to  Martha  Horn,  the  daughter  of  Otto  and  Matilda  (Jeske) 
Horn,  natives  of  Germany.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bergholz  have  one  daughter,  June 
Lenora,  born  in  Almena,  on  June  13,  1919. 

John  R.  Swansen,  leading  garage  man  and  popular  athlete  of  Almena,  is 
a  native  of  the  village  where  he  still  lives,  born  May  20,  1898,  the  son  of 
Nels  and  Dora  (Eggert)  Swansen,  natives  of  Germany.  He  was  reared  to 
farm  pursuits,  attended  the  public  schools,  and  early  became  interested  in 
mechanics.  In  1914  he  went  to  Minot,  N.  D.,  and  operated  a  truck  for  a 
transfer  company.  From  there  he  went  to  Portal,  N.  D.  In  the  spring  of 
1916  he  came  back  to  Almena,  and  assisted  M.  J.  Hockert  in  building  his 
garage.  Then  he  went  to  Barron,  and  worked  first  for  Fred  Lentz,  in  his 
garage,  and  then  in  the  John  Borgt  garage.  In  the  fall  of  1916  he  operated 
a  threshing  machine.  He  came  back  to  Almena  in  1917  and  worked  in  the 
livery  stable  for  Julius  Solt  about  a  year  and  a  half.  Then  for  two  years  he 
worked  in  Charles  Rammer’s  garage.  In  1920  he  drove  his  car  to  Edgley,  N. 
D.,  and  operated  a  gas  tractor  engine  for  a  season.  Then  he  came  home  and 
in  1920  bought  a  clover  hauler  from  his  father.  This  he  still  owns,  and  in 
season,  operates.  In  1920  he  rented  his  present  garage.  He  does  repairing 
of  all  kinds,  carries  accessories,  and  does  a  general  storage  business.  Since 
early  boyhood  he  has  been  an  active  athlete.  He  has  played  basketball 
throughout  this  part  of  the  state  for  several  years,  and  for  the  past  two 
years  has  been  manager  of  the  town  team. 

Knudt  Anderson,  retired  farmer  of  Section  28,  Almena  Township,  was 
born  in  Norway,  Oct.  2,  1861,  the  son  of  Andrew  Knudtson  and  Bertha  Nelson, 
who  spent  the  span  of  their  years  in  that  country.  In  the  family  there 
were  two  children,  Knudt  and  Nels.  By  her  second  marriage  to  Mons 
Besserson,  the  mother  had  two  more  sons,  Andrew  and  Kari.  Knudt  was 
reared  in  his  native  land,  and  attended  school  there.  As  a  young  man  he  was 
a  mercantile  clerk  and  steamboat  agent  at  Bergen.  In  1883  he  came  to  the 
United  States.  He  farmed  successively  in  New  Jersey,  Illinois  and  Iowa.  In 
1900  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  purchased  80  acres  in  Section  28,  Almena 
Township,  to  which  he  later  added  80  more,  making  160  acres  in  all.  A  small 
house  had  been  built,  and  a  little  clearing  made,  but  for  the  most  part  the 
land  was  covered  with  stumps  and  brush.  With  this  beginning  he  has  built 
up  a  good  farm.  He  erected  a  pleasant  residence,  a  barn,  40  by  72  feet,  a 
silo,  granary  and  other  buildings,  and  got  about  96  acres  under  the  plow.  In 
1914  he  retired,  and  turned  the  place  over  to  his  son,  Elmer.  This  young  man 
is  one  of  the  energetic  and  enterprising  farmers  of  the  neighborhood.  He 
successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  and  has  a  good  herd. 
Cream  is  sold  to  the  Turtle  Lake  Co-operative  Creamery.  Mr.  Anderson  was 
married  at  Bancroft,  Iowa,  Nov.  28,  1886,  to  Louise  Johnson,  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Carl  Johnson,  natives  of  Norway,  who  settled  in  Iowa,  where  both 
died.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson  have  had  seven  children:  Elmer,  Floyd,  Cecil, 
Bert  Alva,  Emeil  (deceased),  Oscar  (deceased),  and  an  un-named  infant 
(deceased).  Elmer  was  married  at  St.  Paul  on  April  28,  1920,  to  Louise 
Hueftle,  who  was  born  in  Minneapolis,  Aug.  21,  1902,  the  daughter  of  William 
and  Julia  Hueftle.  They  have  one  daughter,  Elsie,  born  May  12,  1921.  Floyd 
is  engaged  in  building  cement  silos.  Cecil  is  farming  in  Almena  township. 
Bert  Alva  is  in  Bancroft,  Iowa.  The  mother  died  March  11,  1913.  The  family 
faith  is  that  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

William  Beecroft,  Section  13,  Almena  Township,  has  lived  in  Section  18 
Clinton  Township  38  years,  and  has  developed  it  from  a  tract  of  wild  wood¬ 
land  to  the  prosperous-appearing  farm  that  it  is  today.  He  was  born  in  Eng¬ 
land,  Feb.  23,  1862,  son  of  Thomas  and  Jane  (Topper)  Beecroft.  The  father 
was  a  gardner  by  occupation.  He  came  to  the  United  States  in  1888,  and 
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bought  80  acres  of  cut-over  land  in  Section  13,  Almena  Township,  which  he 
partly  cleared,  and  where  he  erected  a  frame  house,  barns  and  other 
buildings.  After  the  mother's  death,  the  father  sold  the  place  and  retired. 
William  was  reared  in  his  native  land,  and  in  1883  came  to  Canada.  In  1884 
he  came  to  the  United  States  and  purchased  40  acres  in  Section  18,  Clinton 
Township,  this  county.  This  was  covered  with  standing  hardwood  and  pine. 
In  order  to  secure  funds  for  its  development,  he  worked  for  neighboring 
farmers  for  five  years.  Then  he  built  a  log  house  and  barn  on  his  place,  and 
for  two  years  lived  there  also,  while  cutting  down  the  trees  and  getting  a 
farm  started.  In  1892  he  purchased  an  additional  40  acres  of  wild  land,  and 
this  he  also  improved.  In  1898,  just  when  he  was  getting  well  started,  a  fire 
swept  away  the  buildings,  entailing  an  almost  total  loss.  A  few  horses  and 
some  of  the  cattle  were  about  all  that  were  saved.  Undaunted  by  this  disaster, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beecroft  started  in  again,  and  now  the  family  has  a  developed 
farm,  with  pleasant  home  and  buildings.  After  living  alone  on  his  place  the 
two  years  mentioned,  Mr.  Beecroft  was  married  at  Cumberland,  Sept.  16, 
1891,  to  Mary  Stoner,  the  daughter  of  Casper  and  Mary  (Oberpuler)  Stoner. 
This  union  has  been  blessed  with  five  children:  George  B.,  William,  Mary  J., 
John  and  George  T.  George  B.  was  born  July  24,  1894  and  died  April  1, 
1905.  William  B.  was  born  March  22,  1897  and  is  at  home.  Mary  J.  was  born 
Nov.  24,  1899,  and  married  Winsel  Fox,  of  Cumberland.  John,  born  Sept. 
13,  1902,  and  George  T.  born  July  9,  1906,  are  both  at  home.  Mrs.  Beecroft 
died  April  1,  1919.  Mrs.  Fox  lives  at  home  and  keeps  house  for  the  family. 

John  B.  Meysembourg,  a  prominent  farmer  of  Section  23,  Almena  Town¬ 
ship,  who  has  been  active  in  the  organization  of  many  of  the  leading  enter¬ 
prises  of  this  region,  was  born  in  Luxemberg,  Oct.  2,  1868,  the  son  of  Matthias 
and  Elizabeth  (Burns)  Meysembourg,  who  spent  the  span  of  their  years  in 
Luxemburg,  the  father  being  a  stone  mason  by  trade.  In  the  family  there 
were  seven  children,  of  whom  there  are  now  living  six.  Leo,  Nick  and  John 
B.  are  in  this  country.  John,  Peter  and  Louis  are  still  in  Luxemburg.  John 
B.  was  reared  in  his  native  land,  went  to  school  there,  and  learned  the  trade 
of  stone  mason.  In  1879,  when  he  was  of  age,  he  came  to  the  United  States 
and  worked  a  year  in  New  Jersey.  In  1880  he  went  to  Dubuque,  Iowa,  and 
there  he  worked  in  a  lumber  yard,  on  a  Mississippi  flat  boat,  in  a  brewery 
and  at  his  trade.  In  1881  he  went  to  Bellevue,  Iowa,  where  he  remained  four 
years,  working  on  farms  and  at  his  trade.  In  1885  he  bought  a  farm  of  80 
acres  in  Grant  County,  Wis.,  where  he  -farmed  and  carried  on  his  trade.  In 
1903  he  came  to  Barron  County,  and  purchased  120  acres  in  Section  23, 
Almena  Township.  This  was  all  wild  land.  With  the  help  of  his  family  he 
has  built  up  a  good  place.  He  has  a  pleasant  residence,  16  by  26  feet,  with  a 
16  by  20  foot  ell.  His  large  barn  is  34  by  86  feet,  with  a  14-foot  drive,  mak¬ 
ing  100  feet  under  cover.  His  smaller  barn  is  24  by  36  feet,  with  an  addition, 
making  barn  and  hay  shed  88  feet  long.  He  also  has  a  granary,  machine  shed 
and  other  buildings.  The  farm  is  well  equipped  with  tools,  implements  and 
machinery.  Here  he  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying, 
and  has  a  good  herd  of  pure  blooded  and  graded  Shorthorns.  Mr.  Meysem¬ 
bourg  is  a  believer  in  everything  that  tends  to  benefit  the  community.  He 
helped  to  organize  the  Almena  Shipping  Association  and  served  as  its  presi¬ 
dent.  He  helped  to  organize  the  Midway  Cheese  Co.,  and  was  its  manager 
when  it  was  built.  He  also  helped  to  organize  the  Almena  Farmers’  Pro¬ 
duce  Co.,  and  the  Almena  Telephone  Co.  In  public  life  he  has  also  taken  an 
active  part  and  has  done  most  excellent  service  on  the  school  board  and  on 
the  town  board.  Mr.  Meysembourg  was  married  at  Springbrook,  Iowa,  Oct.  2, 
1883,  to  Kate  Wengert,  who  was  born  in  Bellevue,  Iowa,  Feb.  24,  1865,  the 
daughter  of  Peter  and  Mary  (Wagner)  Wengert,  natives  of  Luxemberg,  who 
came  to  this  country  in  1857,  and  located  at  Bellevue,  Iowa.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Meysembourg  have  eight  children:  Nick  J.,  L.  Herman,  Leo,  Paul,  Mary, 
Elizabeth,  Anna  and  Lena.  Paul  and  Anna  were  at  home.  Mary  married  L. 
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C.  Hatton,  of  Bancroft,  Iowa.  Elizabeth  married  John  Kiefer,  of  Canton,  this 
county.  Lena  married  Matt  Heller,  Jr.,  of  Almena.  L.  Herman  married 
Bastien  Meyer  and  is  a  merchant  of  Almena.  The  other  boys  are  all  farming  in 
this  county. 

Edward  Lindberg,  Section  8,  Almena  Township,  was  born  in  Sweden,  in 
1864,  the  son  of  Jacob  Lindberg  and  his  wife.  These  good  people  died  when 
he  was  but  five  years  of  age,  and  he  early  had  to  make  his  own  way  in  life. 
In  1888  he  came  to  the  United  States,  and  located  at  Tower,  in  St.  Louis 
County,  Minn.,  where  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Minnesota  Iron  Co.,  with 
which  concern  he  was  employed  as  a  foreman  for  some  twenty  years.  In 
1901  he  came  to  Barron  County,  and  purchased  40  acres  in  Section  8,  Almena 
Township,  to  which  he  later  added  a  few  more  acres,  making  57  in  all.  After 
securing  the  land  he  returned  to  Tower,  and  continued  his  employment  there 
until  1909.  Then  he  came  back.  Since  then  he  has  operated  the  farm.  He 
has  built  up  a  nice  set  of  buildings,  has  about  25  acres  under  the  plow,  and 
carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  He  was  married  at  Eveleth,  Minn., 
in  1909,  to  Anna  Severson,  who  was  born  in  Norway.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lindberg 
have  three  children :  Hjalmar  N.,  Ellen  M.  and  Ruth  C.,  all  at  home. 

John  Lindberg,  Section  6,  Almena  Township,  was  born  in  Sweden,  April 
9,  1889,  the  son  of  Carl  and  Emma  Lindberg,  the  latter  of  whom  died  in  that 
country,  and  the  former  of  whom  came  to  this  country  and  lives  at  Perley. 
John  was  reared  in  his  native  land.  He  came  to  America  in  1907,  and  located 
at  Eveleth,  Minn.,  where  he  worked  in  the  mines  for  three  years.  In  1910  he 
came  to  Barron  County,  and  purchased  80  acres  of  land  in  Section  6,  Almena 
Township,  which  was  at  that  time  all  wild.  He  has  put  up  a  log  house  and 
barn,  and  cleared  about  25  acres.  He  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairy¬ 
ing  and  is  getting  a  good  start.  Mr.  Lindberg  was  married  in  this  township, 
in  October,  1911,  to  Nettie  L.  Sands,  who  was  born  in  Almena  Township, 
Sept.  1,  1894,  the  daughter  of  David  and  Eliza  Sands,  he  a  native  of  Canada, 
and  she  of  Chippewa  Falls,  Wis.  They  now  live  at  Cable,  Wis.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lindberg  have  five  children:  Eliza,  born  Oct.  23,  1912;  Florence,  March  5, 
1914;  Frieda,  Jan.  3,  1916;  Hjalmer,  Nov.  8,  1917,  and  Elmer,  March  5,  1920, 
all  at  home. 

Gust  Lindberg,  Section  6,  Almena  Township,  was  born  in  Sweden,  on 
Aug.  28,  1887,  the  son  of  Carl  and  Emma  Lindberg.  He  was  reared  in  Sweden, 
and  went  to  school  there.  In  1907  he  came  to  the  United  States  and  located 
at  Eveleth,  in  northern  Minnesota,  where  he  worked  in  the  mines  for  eight 
years.  In  1915  he  came  to  Barron  County,  and  bought  80  acres  in  Section  6, 
Almena  Township.  It  was  then  all  wild,  with  the  exception  that  a  little  clear¬ 
ing  had  been  made,  and  a  log  cabin  erected.  Mr.  Lindberg  has  cleared  20 
acres  and  has  10  acres  under  the  plow.  He  has  built  a  barn  and  made  other 
improvements.  Here  he  specializes  in  dairying  and  has  a  good  herd.  He  is 
already  making  good  strides  along  the  road  to  success.  Mr.  Lindberg 
married  in  this  township,  Oct.  18,  1916,  Grace  Sands,  who  was  born  in 
Almena  Township,  Aug.  6,  1896,  the  daughter  of  David  and  Eliza  Sands.  They 
have  two  children:  John  E.,  born  Oct.  6,  1917,  and  Emma  Louise,  born  Aug. 
16,  1919. 

Adam  W.  Klug,  a  well  known  farmer  of  Section  26,  Almena  Township, 
has  been  active  in  the  affairs  of  this  community  for  some  years.  He  has  been 
president  of  the  Farmers’  Shipping  Association  of  Almena,  and  president  of 
the  Farmers’  Produce  Co.  of  Almena.  He  helped  to  organize  the  Midway 
Cheese  Co.  and  was  its  first  manager.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Almena 
Telephone  Co.  In  public  affairs  likewise  he  has  been  prominent,  and  has 
served  with  satisfaction  for  some  time  as  town  supervisor.  He  was  born  in 
Austria,  Dec.  24,  1881,  the  son  of  Adam  and  Mary  Klug,  also  natives  of  that 
country.  The  father  brought  the  family  to  America  in  1891,  and  located  in 
Minneapolis,  Minn.,  where  he  worked  in  a  cooper  shop  for  four  years.  The 
mother  died  there  in  1892.  The  father  came  to  Barron  County  in  1895,  and 
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bought  110  acres  in  Sections  26  and  34.  This  land  was  then  covered  with 
stumps,  brush  and  hard  timber.  He  put  up  a  log  house,  20  by  30  feet,  and 
started  clearing  up  the  farm.  There  he  lived  until  his  death  in  1910.  In  the 
family  there  were  six  children:  Andrew,  of  Canada;  Barbara,  the  wife  of 
A.  P.  Sifferle,  of  Minneapolis;  Lena  the  wife  of  Joseph  Broshofsky,  of 
Almena;  Adam  W.;  Margaret,  wife  of  John  Shaupshleger,  of  Almena,  and 
Mary,  the  deceased  wife  of  Joseph  Nellis,  of  Blue  Island,  Ill.  Adam  W.  was 
reared  in  Minneapolis,  and  graduated  from  the  St.  Elizabeth  Parochial  School 
there.  He  came  to  Barron  County  with  his  father  in  1895,  and  helped  his 
father  get  the  place  started.  In  1899  he  went  back  to  Minneapolis,  and 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Blatz  Brewing  Co.  In  1904  he  engaged  in  business 
at  Almena  for  four  years.  Since  then  he  has  devoted  his  time  to  carrying  on 
the  home  farm.  He  put  up  a  frame  house,  a  barn,  34  by  108  feet,  with  full 
basement,  and  furnished  with  James  equipment;  a  tile  silo,  a  machine  shed, 
22  by  30  feet;  a  granary,  22  by  30  feet,  and  other  buildings.  The  farm  is 
well  equipped  with  tools,  implements  and  machinery.  About  80  acres  are 
under  the  plow.  Mr.  Klug  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairy¬ 
ing.  He  has  a  good  herd  of  Holsteins  headed  by  a  full  blooded  sire.  His 
swine  are  of  the  Poland  China  breed.  Mr.  Klug  was  married  at  St.  Nicholas, 
Minn.,  on  July  3,  1905,  to  Kate  Theis,  who  was  born  at  St.  Nicholas,  Minn., 
Aug.  1,  1885,  the  daughter  of  Adam  and  Kate  Theis,  natives  respectively  of 
Minnesota  and  of  Baden,  Germany.  They  farmed  in  Minnesota  for  many 
years,  and  are  now  in  Pasadena,  Calif.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Klug  have  seven  chil¬ 
dren:  Joseph,  John,  William,  Marie,  Leo,  Adam  and  Carl,  all  of  whom  are  at 
home. 

Theodore  Jacobson,  a  settler  of  Crystal  Lake  Township,  was  born  in 
Norway,  and  came  to  America  in  1870,  locating  in  Minnesota.  For  some 
years  he  divided  his  time  between  logging  and  farming.  He  came  to  Crystal 
Lake  Township,  this  county,  in  1876,  and  homesteaded  a  tract  of  land  in 
Section  28.  This  was  all  covered  with  heavy  hardwood  timber.  He  built  a 
log  house  and  barn,  and  started  doing  some  clearing.  In  the  meantime,  to 
earn  a  living  for  himself  and  family,  he  did  railroad  work,  and  also  logged  in 
the  woods.  In  1902,  after  having  partially  developed  his  farm,  he  sold  out 
and  went  to  Dallas,  Ore.,  where  he  bought  a  fruit  farm.  He  died  there  in 
1904.  Since  his  death  his  wife  has  made  her  home  in  Portland,  Ore. 

Engel  Sigebert  Jacobson,  general  merchant  of  Almena,  was  born  at  Little 
Falls,  Wis.,  Sept.  5,  1874,  son  of  Theodore  and  Anna  (Monstrud)  Jacobson. 
He  was  reared  on  Section  28,  Crystal  Lake  Township,  this  county,  attended 
school  in  the  neighborhood,  and  remained  with  his  parents  on  the  home  farm 
until  1897.  In  that  year  he  secured  employment  in  a  store  at  Cumberland. 
After  eleven  years’  valuable  experience  as  a  clerk  in  Cumberland,  he  came  to 
Almena,  in  1918,  and  opened  a  general  store.  His  success  was  assured  from 
the  start,  and  his  business  has  gradually  grown.  He  knows  how  to  buy  to 
advantage  and  he  knows  how  to  sell.  His  genial  personality  makes  his  store 
a  popular  headquarters  for  the  people  from  the  rural  districts,  and  his  sense 
of  fair  dealing  has  established  for  his  goods  a  reputation  of  sterling  worth. 
In  1913  to  accommodate  his  rapidly  growing  business  he  erected  a  new  brick 
store,  40  by  60  feet,  one  story  in  height,  with  basement,  and  here  he  has  excel¬ 
lent  opportunity  for  the  adequate  display  of  his  full  stock  of  goods.  He 
carries  a  general  line  of  merchandise,  and  also  does  a  large  business  in  hard¬ 
ware  and  farm  implements  and  machinery.  Aside  from  this  he  is  a  buyer  and 
shipper  of  general  farm  and  dairy  products,  and  has  an  especially  large 
business  in  potatoes — his  potato  warehouse,  erected  in  1915,  being  one  of  the 
best  of  its  kind  in  the  county.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
the  K.  of  P.,  the  M.  W.  A.,  the  S.  A.  S.  and  several  clubs,  and  he  and  his  wife 
are  both  members  of  the  Eastern  Star.  In  public  life,  he  has  been  a  member  of 
the  local  school  board.  For  four  years  he  was  an  alderman  of  the  city  of 
Cumberland.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran 
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Church.  Mr.  Jacobson  was  married  at  Baldwin,  Wis.,  Sept.  1,  1899,  to  Mary 
Stena.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jacobson  have  two  children:  Edna  M.,  born  April  30, 
1903,  graduated  in  1921  from  the  Cumberland  High  School.  Pearl  T.,  born 
July  17,  1909,  is  at  home  and  attending  school. 

Andrew  Jorgenson,  early  settler  who  has  built  up  a  good  place  on  Sec¬ 
tion  2,  Almena  Township,  was  born  in  Norway,  Sept.  24,  1860,  the  son 
of  Chester  and  Anna  Jorgenson.  The  father  died  in  1875,  and  in  1887  the 
mother  came  to  this  country  and  took  up  her  home  with  her  son,  Andrew, 
until  her  death  in  1905.  Of  the  six  children  in  the  family,  there  are  now 
living  five:  John,  of  Comstock,  this  county ;  Thomas,  of  Deer  Park,  Wis.;  Anna, 
wife  of  Eric  Hanson,  of  Stone  Lake,  Wis.;  Andrew,  and  Erland,  who  is  in 
Norway.  Andrew  was  reared  in  Norway,  attended  school  there,  and  as  a 
youth  did  farm  work.  In  1882  he  came  to  Tracy,  Minn.,  and  worked  for  a  year. 
He  came  to  Barron  County  in  1883,  and  for  a  time  worked  on  the  railroads 
and  in  the  woods.  In  the  summer  of  1886  he  bought  40  acres  in  Section  2, 
Almena  Township,  from  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.,  the  tract  at  that  time  being 
covered  with  timber.  To  this  he  later  added  80  more  in  the  same  section, 
making  120  acres  in  all.  He  started  clearing  up  the  place  in  1887,  but  for 
some  years  thereafter  continued  to  work  in  the  woods  and  at  his  trade  as  a 
carpenter  to  get  the  money  with  which  to  continue  the  improvements  on  his 
place.  There  was  much  hard  work  to  do  to  get  things  started.  The  timber 
was  so  thick  that  one  day  he  lost  his  way  on  his  own  farm.  But  gradually  he 
cleared  it  up.  He  has  70  acres  of  his  place  under  the  plow,  and  the  remainder 
in  pasture  land.  He  also  has  a  good  set  of  buildings,  nearly  all  the  work  for 
which  was  done  by  himself.  The  home  is  a  pleasant  eight-room  residence,  the 
barn  is  32  by  92  feet,  and  the  silo,  granary  and  other  buildings  are  fully 
adequate  for  their  purpose.  Mr.  Jorgenson  successfully  carries  on  general 
farming  and  dairying,  and  has  a  good  herd  of  pure  blooded  and  graded 
Guernseys,  and  a  satisfactory  drove  of  Duroc-Jersey  swine.  The  farm  is 
well  equipped  with  tools,  implements  and  machinery.  Mr.  Jorgenson  has  taken 
his  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  community,  and  has  been  a  valued  member  of 
the  school  board  of  his  district  for  some  twenty  years.  Mr.  Jorgenson  was 
married  at  Comstock,  April  9,  1887,  to  Sarah  Johnson,  the  daughter  of  Chris¬ 
tian  and  Gunhild  Johnson,  natives  of  Norway,  who  came  to  the  United  States 
in  1868,  and  settled  at  Woodstock,  Ill.,  coming  to  Crystal  Lake  Township,  this 
county,  in  1886,  and  remaining  here  for  the  rest  of  their  lives.  In  the  family 
there  were  four  children,  of  whom  Mrs.  Jorgenson  is  the  only  one  living. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jorgenson  have  a  fine  family  of  twelve  children:  Jennie,  wife 
of  Carl  Schelver,  of  Evanston,  Wyo.;  Chester,  at  home;  Amelia,  wife  of  Ed. 
Horrick,  of  Rice  Lake;  Elliott,  in  Evanston,  Wyo.;  Rose,  at  home;  Pearl,  a 
clerk  at  Almena;  Florence,  Melvin,  Donald,  Margaret,  Lilah  and  Katherine, 
at  home.  Chester  trained  eleven  months  at  Camp  Travis,  Texas,  for  service 
in  the  World  War.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran 
Church. 

Francis  E.  Huser,  B.  S.  A.,  a  modern  and  scientific  farmer  of  Section  3, 
Almena  Township,  was  born  in  Cumberland,  this  county,  Aug.  20,  1888,  the 
son  of  Emil  and  Eleanor  (Gunn)  Huser.  He  attended  the  Cumberland  public 
schools,  and  in  1908  was  graduated  from  the  Cumberland  High  School.  In 
1909  he  entered  the  University  of  Wisconsin,  and  received  his  degree  in  agri¬ 
culture  in  1913.  With  this  preparation  he  came  home  and  took  over  the  home 
place  of  200  acres  in  Section  3,  Almena.  Here  he  has  one  of  the  best  farms 
in  the  neighborhood.  The  residence,  built  in  1920,  is  a  pretty  bungalow  of 
tile  and  brick,  equipped  with  such  modern  conveniences  as  hot  air  heat, 
running  hot  and  cold  water,  electric  power  from  the  Apple  River  Co.,  and 
other  contrivances.  The  barn  is  36  by  86  feet,  with  an  ell  28  by  54  feet,  and 
with  full  basement.  It  is  modern  in  every  respect.  The  milk  house  is  of 
cobble  stone,  14  by  16  feet.  There  is  also  a  full  complement  of  other  build¬ 
ings,  including  machine  sheds,  granaries  and  the  like.  The  farm  is  well 
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equipped  with  tools,  implements  and  machinery,  all  the  feed  used  is  ground 
on  the  place,  and  everything  is  modern  and  convenient.  Mr.  Huser  carries  on 
general  farming  and  dairying  along  the  latest  approved  lines,  and  has  a  fine 
herd  of  registered  and  graded  Guernseys,  headed  by  a  full  blooded  sire.  His 
specialty  is  breeding  full  blooded  registered  Guernseys.  Mr.  Huser  repre¬ 
sents  a  fine  type  of  the  modern,  educated  and  scientific  farmer,  and  he  is 
taking  his  full  share  in  all  the  affairs  of  the  community.  He  was  married  at 
Perley,  Wis.,  Nov.  19,  1919,  to  Mary  Beran,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Mary 
Beran,  who  came  to  Almena  Township  from  Hudson,  Wis.,  in  1908.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Huser  have  one  son,  George,  born  Sept.  11,  1920.  When  the  United  States 
entered  the  World  War,  Mr.  Huser  volunteered  his  services,  and  served  in  a 
medical  unit  at  Camp  Greenleaf,  Ga.,  from  Sept.  3,  1918  to  Jan.  5,  1919. 

Charles  Kaemmer,  Almena,  garage  man,  vice  president  of  the  Bank  of 
Almena,  and  founder  of  the  Almena  Creamery,  was  born  in  West  Bend,  Wis., 
March  27,  1870,  seventh  of  the  twelve  children  of  John  and  Bertha  (Bavman) 
Kaemmer,  natives  of  Germany,  who  came  to  America  as  young  people,  and 
located  at  West  Bend,  moving  from  there  in  1875  to  Pickeral  Lake  Township, 
Freeborn  County,  Minn.  The  father,  who  was  a  cooper  by  trade,  there  took  up 
farming.  He  was  a  devout  church  man,  and  helped  to  establish  the  first 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  his  neighborhood,  and  served  for  some  years 
as  one  of  its  trustees.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools  of  Minnesota,  and  was  reared  on  the  home  farm.  He  early  became 
interested  in  the  dairy  business,  and  when  he  left  home  went  to  Armstrong, 
Minn.,  where  he  served  an  apprenticeship  of  one  year  as  a  buttermaker.  Then 
he  worked  six  months  at  Manchester,  Minn.,  as  helper  to  a  buttermaker. 
Subsequently  he  was  a  butter  maker  at  Delano,  Minn.,  for  three  years,  and  at 
Glenville,  Minn.,  for  two  years.  In  1900  he  came  to  Almena,  and  built  the 
Almena  Creamery.  From  a  weekly  output  of  six  or  seven  tubs  he  increased 
to  165  tubs.  In  1916  he  sold  out.  For  two  years  thereafter  he  was  a  farm 
machinery  agent.  In  1918  he  engaged  in  the  garage  business.  He  has  a  good 
place,  does  general  repairing  and  storage,  carries  a  good  line  of  accessories 
and  supplies,  and  has  the  agency  for  the  Buick  and  Overland  cars.  He  has 
various  financial  holdings,  including  stock  in  the  Bank  of  Almena,  of  which 
he  is  the  vice  president.  In  public  affairs,  Mr.  Kaemmer  has  served  for  some 
years  as  town  clerk.  He  was  married  at  Almena  June  18,  1901,  to  Amy 
Shelver,  who  was  born  in  Prairie  du  Chien,  Wis.,  Feb.  2,  1881,  the  daughter 
of  Theodore  and  Margaret  (Millen)  Shelver.  This  union  has  been  blessed 
with  two  daughters:  Edith  and  Ruth.  Ruth  is  attending  school  in  Almena. 
Edith  is  attending  the  University  of  Wisconsin. 

Torger  J.  Troan,  a  highly  regarded  farmer  of  Section  4,  Almena  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  Norway,  Feb.  17,  1862,  the  son  of  John  and  Marit  Troan, 
who  spent  the  span  of  their  years  in  that  country.  In  the  family  there  were 
nine  children:  John,  Ole,  Torger  J.,  Engrie  and  Ingeborg,  living;  and  John, 
Gay  and  two  un-named  infants  now  deceased.  Engrie  married  Eric  Steen, 
of  Norway.  Ingeborg  married  Paul  Florhaug,  who  farms  in  North  Dakota. 
Torger  J.  was  reared  in  Norway,  went  to  school  there,  and  worked  on  farms, 
in  sawmills  and  in  the  logging  camps.  In  1883  he  and  his  brother,  John,  came 
to  this  country,  and  bought  163  acres  in  section  7,  Clinton  Township.  This 
was  all  wild  land.  The  two  men  put  up  a  small  log  house,  18  by  24  feet,  and 
started  clearing  up  the  land.  For  twenty-two  years  they  lived  and  labored 
together,  and  developed  a  good  farm.  In  1907  Torger  J.  sold  his  interest  to 
John,  and  bought  116  acres  in  Section  4,  Almena  township,  to  which  he  has 
since  devoted  his  attention.  The  place  was  improved,  and  a  good  house  and 
barn  had  been  erected.  He  added  to  the  buildings  by  putting  up  a  machine 
shed,  milk  house  and  other  sheds.  Here  he  successfully  carries  on  general 
fanning  and  dairying,  and  has  a  good  herd  of  graded  Guernseys.  His  build¬ 
ings  are  all  lighted  with  electricity  from  his  own  plant.  Mr.  Troan  helped 
to  organize  the  Comstock  Co-operative  Creamery,  in  which  he  is  a  director, 
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and  he  also  helped  to  organize  the  Almena  Telephone  Co.  in  which  he  is  still 
a  stockholder.  While  in  Clinton  Township  he  did  good  service  on  the  school 
board  and  on  the  town  board.  He  has  been  especially  active  in  the  Norwegian 
Lutheran  Church  at  Comstock,  of  which  he  has  been  treasurer.  In  1897  he 
helped  to  organize  the  Young  People’s  Society  of  that  church.  Mr.  Troan’s 
hospitable  home  is  kept  by  a  niece,  Anna  Troan,  the  daughter  of  his  sister, 
Engrie.  He  brought  this  young  lady  back  to  his  home  with  him,  after  making 
a  visit  to  Norway  in  1908. 

Carl  A.  Youngberg,  who  has  built  up  a  good  farm  on  Section  17,  Almena 
Township,  was  born  in  Sweden,  June  24,  1860,  the  son  of  Peter  and  Gustava 
Youngberg,  both  of  whom  spent  the  span  of  their  years  in  that  country.  The 
father  was  a  tailor  by  trade,  and  served  as  an  officer  in  the  Swedish  army. 
Of  their  three  children,  Carl  is  the  only  one  now  living.  He  was  reared  in 
his  native  land,  attended  school  there,  and  learned  his  trade  as  a  mason.  In 
1888  he  came  to  the  United  States,  and  found  his  way  directly  to  Barron 
County,  where  he  settled  at  Perley.  With  headquarters  there  he  worked  in 
the  mills,  in  the  woods  and  at  his  trade  as  a  mason.  In  1890  he  bought  80 
acres  in  Section  17,  Almena  Township,  and  here  he  established  his  home, 
while  still  devoting  a  part  of  his  time  to  work  at  his  trade,  and  in  the  mills 
and  woods.  In  1918  he  bought  80  acres  more  in  Section  21.  When  he  acquired 
his  first  tract,  it  was  all  wild,  covered  with  standing  hardwood,  stumps  and 
brush.  He  erected  a  log  cabin,  which  is  a  part  of  his  present  home,  and 
devoted  what  time  he  could  to  the  development  of  the  place.  In  1919  his 
barn  was  blown  away,  but  the  next  year  he  built  the  present  structure,  34  by 
90  feet,  with  a  full  basement,  and  furnished  with  the  James  equipment.  The 
residence,  which  embraces  the  original  log  cabin,  boarded  over,  and 
augmented,  is  a  pleasant  one.  The  other  buildings  are  also  good.  Buildings 
and  grounds  are  lighted  with  electricity,  and  the  farm  is  well  equipped  with 
tools,  implements  and  machinery.  Here  he  successfully  carries  on  general 
farming  and  dairying.  He  has  a  good  herd,  mostly  of  graded  Guernseys,  with 
one  full  blooded  cow,  and  headed  by  a  full  blooded  sire.  Mr.  Youngberg  is  a 
stockholder  in  the  Farmers’  Co-operative  Creamery  at  Turtle  Lake.  He  is  an 
active  and  energetic  man,  and  is  respected  by  all  who  know  him.  Mr. 
Youngberg  was  married  June  3,  1883,  in  Sweden,  to  Augusta  Samuelson, 
daughter  of  Carl  and  Gustava  Samuelson,  early  settlers  of  Barron  County, 
both  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Youngberg  have  had  eight  children:  Mary, 
August,  Arthur,  Wesley,  Edgar,  Ernest  and  Elna.  Their  oldest  child,  Ida 
Amelia,  died  Aug.  28,  1903,  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years.  Mary  is  the  wife 
of  Walter  Ingham,  of  Turtle  Lake.  Wesley  and  Ernest  run  a  dray  line  at 
Turle  Lake.  Arthur  is  a  blacksmith  at  Turtle  Lake.  The  family  faith  is  that 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Alfred  Wistrom,  who  is  building  up  a  good  place  in  Section  14,  Almena 
Township,  was  born  in  Sweden,  Jan.  24,  1880,  the  son  of  Andrew  and  Mary 
Wistrom,  natives  of  that  country.  After  the  mother’s  death,  the  father 
brought  the  family  to  America  in  1887,  and  located  near  Lindsey,  Neb., 
where  he  farmed  and  did  railroad  work.  From  there  he  moved  to  Braham, 
Minn.,  and  took  up  his  home  with  his  son,  John,  where  he  died.  In  the  family 
there  are  six  children,  all  living:  August,  John,  Walfred,  Alfred,  Hilda  and 
Mary.  Hilda  married  Nels  Johnson,  and  lives  near  Newman’s  Grove,  Neb., 
on  a  farm.  Mary,  the  widow  of  Charles  Peterson,  lives  on  a  farm  in  Almena 
Township.  Alfred  was  seven  years  old  when  brought  to  this  country  by  his 
father.  He  was  reared  in  Nebraska,  and  attended  school  there.  Then  he  did 
farm  work  there  until  1904,  when  he  went  to  Red  Oak,  Iowa.  The  same  year 
he  came  to  Barron  County,  and  took  up  his  home  with  his  brother,  Charles 
Peterson,  in  Almena  township.  Here  he  worked  on  farms,  in  the  meantime 
working  in  the  woods  winters.  In  1908  he  rented  a  farm.  In  1916  he  bought 
80  acres  in  Section  14,  Almena  Township,  to  which  he  has  since  devoted  his 
attention.  When  he  purchased  the  place,  a  small  log  house  had  been  erected, 
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and  about  five  acres  cleared.  He  now  has  the  entire  place  cleared,  about 
twenty-five  acres  under  the  plow,  and  the  remainder  in  pasture.  He  has  a 
pleasant  stucco  house,  a  barn  32  by  36  feet,  a  granary,  machine  shed,  milk 
house,  chicken  house,  and  the  like.  Here  he  successfully  carries  on  general 
farming  and  dairying.  He  is  much  interested  in  the  progress  of  the  com¬ 
munity,  and  has  served  with  credit  as  a  member  of  the  school  board  of  his 
district  Mr.  Wistrom  was  married  in  Clinton  Township,  on  April  8,  1908,  to 
Anna  Beecroft,  the  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Anna  Beecroft,  old  settlers  of 
Clinton.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wistrom  have  one  bright  son,  Clarence,  born  Jan.  18, 
1909,  who  is  doing  well  with  his  studies  in  the  district  school. 

William  A.  Gierhart,  well  known  farmer  of  Section  16,  Almena  Town¬ 
ship,  has  been  one  of  the  leaders  of  this  vicinity  for  many  years.  He  is  a 
native  of  this  state,  born  in  Lafayette  County,  Aug.  13,  1876,  the  son  of  Jay 
S.  and  Lacy  Gierhart,  natives  respectively  of  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio.  They 
settled  in  Lafayette  County,  Wis.,  in  1864,  and  there  farmed  for  many  years. 
The  mother  died  there  in  1898,  and  the  father  now  makes  his  home  with  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  In  the  family  there  were  four  children:  John,  of 
Argyle,  Wis.;  Kate,  wife  of  Andrew  Everson,  of  Pipestone,  Minn.;  William 
A.,  and  Edna,  the  wife  of  William  Hale,  who  lives  on  the  old  homestead  in 
Lafayette  County.  William  A.  was  reared  in  his  native  county,  attended  the 
common  schools,  and  in  1896  was  graduated  from  the  High  School  at  Argyle, 
Wis.  Then  he  entered  the  Wisconsin  State  Normal  School  at  Platteville,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1898.  With  this  preparation,  he  taught  rural 
schools  for  five  years.  After  this  he  devoted  his  time  to  helping  with  the 
work  on  the  home  farm  until  1906.  In  that  year  he  came  to  Barron  County, 
and  bought  132  acres  in  Section  16,  Almena  Township.  A  small  shack  had 
been  erected,  but  the  land  was  nearly  all  wild,  covered  with  brush  and 
stumps.  He  moved  into  the  shack,  and  to  the  development  and  operation  of 
the  farm  has  since  devoted  his  attention.  With  the  passing  of  the  years,  he 
has  built  up  a  good  place.  He  has  a  pleasant  six-room  home,  a  barn,  32  by  64 
feet,  machine  shed,  granary,  chicken  House,  swine  house,  and  the  like.  He 
has  about  60  acres  under  the  plow.  The  farm  is  well  fenced,  and  well 
equipped  with  tools,  implements  and  machinery.  Here  Mr.  Gierhart  suc¬ 
cessfully  carries  on  general  farming,  making  a  specialty  of  dairying.  His  herd 
is  of  graded  Durhams,  with  a  full  blooded  sire.  Being  a  man  of  superior 
attainments  and  education,  it  is  natural  that  Mr.  Gierhart  should  be  a  leader 
in  public  affairs,  and  that  his  services  should  often  be  called  into  requisition 
by  his  fellow  men.  For  six  continuous  years,  and  then  again  for  two  years, 
he  has  been  chairman  of  the  township.  In  this  capacity  he  handled  the 
town’s  business  in  a  most  efficient  manner.  He  also  did  most  excellent  work 
on  the  county  board  and  served  on  several  important  committees.  He  is  now 
a  member  of  the  county  school  board,  and  chairman  of  the  book  committee  of 
that  body.  For  many  years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  school  board  of  his 
district.  Since  he  first  came  here,  he  has  been  active  in  promoting  farmers’ 
organizations.  He  helped  to  organize  the  Comstock  Co-operative  Creamery 
Association,  of  which  he  is  the  president,  and  the  Almena  Telephone  Co.  of 
which  he  is  secretary  and  treasurer.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Farmers’  Pro¬ 
duce  Co.  of  Almena,  and  of  the  shipping  associations  at  Almena  and  Com¬ 
stock.  Mr.  Gierhart  was  married  at  Monroe,  Wis.,  Dec.  19,  1900,  to  Jane 
Johnson,  who  was  born  in  Lafayette  County,  Sept.  16,  1882,  the  daughter  of 
John  and  Marie  Johnson,  natives  of  Norway,  and  early  settlers  of  Lafayette 
County,  both  now  being  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gierhart  have  three 
daughters.  Fay,  Eva  and  Goldie.  Fay  is  attending  the  Barron  County  Train¬ 
ing  School  at  Rice  Lake.  Eva  is  attending  the  Cumberland  High  School. 

Alexander  Olson,  a  substantial  farmer  of  Section  6,  Almena  Township, 
was  born  in  Sweden,  Sept.  7,  1858,  the  son  of  Olaf  and  Mary  Olson,  both  of 
whom  spent  their  lives  as  farmers  in  that  country.  In  the  family  there  were 
two  children,  Alexander  and  Hilda.  Alexander  was  reared  in  his  native  land, 
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and  there  attended  school.  As  a  young  man  he  worked  on  farms.  In  1881  he 
came  to  the  United  States,  and  located  in  Minnesota,  where  he  did  railroad 
work  with  Minneapolis  and  St.  Paul  as  his  headquarters.  In  1892  he  came 
to  Barron  County,  and  purchased  80  acres  in  Section  6,  Almena  Township. 
A  small  log  house  had  been  built,  and  about  two  acres  cleared,  the  rest  of 
the  land  being  covered  with  timber,  brush  and  stumps.  To  the  development 
and  operation  of  this  place  he  has  since  devoted  his  attention.  He  has  built 
a  pleasant  residence,  of  seven  rooms,  a  barn,  30  by  70  feet;  a  silo,  machine 
shed,  granary,  and  the  like.  With  the  help  of  his  sons,  he  has  cleared  up  the 
land,  got  60  acres  under  the  plow,  and  fenced  much  of  the  property.  Here 
he  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  and  has  a  good  herd  of  graded 
Holsteins,  headed  by  a  full  blooded  sire.  The  place  is  well  equipped  with 
modern  machinery  and  labor  saving  devices.  Mr.  Olson  is  interested  in  co¬ 
operative  effort,  and  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Maple  Ridge  Cheese  Co.,  the  Com¬ 
stock  Co-operative  Creamery,  the  Turtle  Lake  Co-operative  Creamery,  and  the 
Turtle  Lake  Shipping  Association.  He  has  done  efficient  work  as  a  member 
of  the  school  board  for  some  twelve  years.  Mr.  Olson  was  married  at  Cum¬ 
berland,  in  1893,  to  Celia  Poison.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Olson  have  three  children: 
Fred,  Albert  and  William.  Fred  and  Albert  are  at  home.  William,  a  most 
promising  young  man,  gave  his  life  in  his  country’s  cause.  He  trained  for 
service  in  the  World  War  at  Camp  Grant,  Rockford,  Ill.,  was  stricken  with 
the  influenza,  and  died  there  Oct.  7,  1918.  He  is  laid  at  rest  in  Lake  View 
Cemetery. 

Joseph  Kuchenmeister,  postmaster  at  Almena,  furniture  dealer  and  funeral 
director,  was  born  on  a  farm  in  Wright  County,  near  Delano,  Minn.,  Feb.  7, 
1874,  the  son  of  Frank  and  Margaret  (Borrell)  Kuchenmeister,  natives  of 
Bavaria,  and  pioneers  of  Minnesota.  He  was  reared  on  the  home  farm, 
attended  the  district  schools  of  the  neighborhood,  the  parochial  schools  of 
Winsted  and  Delano,  and  the  Delano  High  School.  In  1899  he  came  to  Barron 
County,  and  entered  the  store  of  George  Panian  as  a  clerk.  After  several 
years,  in  partnership  with  S.  W.  Sparlln  and  George  Panian,  Jr.,  he  took  over 
the  store  under  the  name  of  the  Panian  Mercantile  Co.  Later  Mr.  Panian 
withdrew,  and  Mr.  Sparlin  and  Mr.  Kuchenmeister  re-organized  the  store  as 
the  Almena  Mercantile  Co.  In  1908  he  was  made  postmaster,  which  position 
he  still  retains.  Since  1913  he  has  devoted  his  business  attention  to  a  good 
furniture  store,  in  connection  with  which  he  has  undertaking  parlors.  He  is 
one  of  the  popular  men  of  the  village  and  neighboring  country,  and  is  well 
liked  by  all  who  know  him,  both  as  a  man  and  as  a  citizen.  Mr.  Kuchen¬ 
meister  was  married  Oct.  24,  1899,  to  Theresa  Panian,  born  in  Westphalia, 
Iowa,  Feb.  26,  1878,  the  daughter  of  George  and  Mary  (Haberkon)  Panian. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kuchenmeister  have  six  children:  Joseph,  Laura,  Norbert,  Emil, 
Leo  and  Margaret. 

Frank  Kuchenmeister,  a  Minnesota  pioneer  now  living  on  the  outskirts 
of  Almena  Village,  this  county,  was  born  in  Bavaria,  Germany,  Nov.  26,  1844, 
the  son  of  John  and  Magdalina  (Schmidt)  Kuchenmeister,  who,  in  1869,  came 
to  America  with  their  five  children,  Frank,  Jacob,  Valentine,  Barbara  and 
Dorothy.  They  made  the  trip  by  sailing  boat,  and  were  on  the  water  for  46 
days,  a  long  and  tedious  voyage  indeed  for  the  anxious  parents  with  five  small 
children.  Sickness  prevailed  and  a  number  of  children  died,  but  the  Kuchen¬ 
meister  family  escaped  unharmed.  After  many  adventures,  they  reached  St. 
Paul,  Minn.,  and  from  there  drove  with  ox  teams  to  a  farm  in  Wright  County, 
near  the  present  site  of  Delano.  With  them  was  the  family  of  Andrus  Orlin. 
The  Kuchenmeister  family  erected  a  log  cabin  and  underwent  all  the  ex¬ 
periences  of  pioneer  life.  There  the  parents  remained  for  the  remainder  of 
their  lives.  The  nearest  village  in  the  early  days  was  Greenwood,  Watertown 
was  the  next.  From  these  two  places  provisions  were  brought  in  afoot,  while 
grist  was  taken  there  with  the  ox  team.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared 
amid  pioneer  conditions,  and  for  many  years  farmed  with  his  father.  Later  he 
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secured  80  acres  of  his  own.  Here  he  first  erected  a  log  cabin,  which  he 
later  replaced  with  a  good  set  of  frame  buildings.  He  also  broke  the  land  and 
developed  a  good  place.  After  a  long  and  useful  farm  life  he  retired  and 
moved  to  Delano  in  1902.  In  1907  he  came  to  Barron  County,  and  purchased 
17  acres  on  the  outskirts  of  Almena.  He  has  built  a  good  set  of  buildings, 
and  farms  on  a  small  scale.  By  his  first  wife,  Barbara  Blatz,  he  has  four 
children:  Frank  (deceased),  Jacob,  Ben  and  John.  By  his  present  wife, 
Margaret  Borrell,  he  has  four  children:  Joseph,  Katherine,  Louis  and  Edward. 
The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

George  Panian,  pioneer  merchant  and  one  of  the  founders  of  Almena,  was 
a  man  who  left  his  name  indelibly  impressed  on  the  history  of  his  vicinity. 
He  was  a  man  of  strong  character  and  opinions,  tempered  with  a  kindly  heart 
and  a  genial  disposition,  he  was  a  hard  worker  possessed  of  keen  business 
ability,  he  built  up  a  sound  success  for  himself  and  was  ever  willing  to  lend 
a  helping  hand  to  others.  His  advice  was  often  sought  on  important  matters, 
his  influence  was  far  reaching,  and  his  death  left  a  vacancy  in  the  community 
which  will  not  soon  be  filled.  Village  and  country  side  joined  in  mouring  at 
his  death,  and  the  whole  county  felt  that  a  good  and  useful  man  had  been 
taken  away.  He  was  born  in  Austria,  March  25,  1851,  one  of  the  three  chil¬ 
dren  of  George  and  Mary  (Mitchell)  Panian.  He  lost  his  father  when  he  was 
five  years  old,  and  was  reared  by  his  mother  and  his  step-father,  Michael 
Perse.  As  a  youth  he  became  a  salesman.  From  Austria  in  1866,  he  went  to 
Germany,  and  in  1871  he  came  to  the  United  States  on  the  steamer  “Ger¬ 
mania”,  the  trip  taking  eighteen  days.  Even  as  a  young  man,  he  had  that 
genial  temperament  and  helpful  disposition  which  continued  to  be  a 
characteristic  feature  of  his  life,  and  he  did  all  that  he  could  to  assist  and 
cheer  his  fellow  passengers.  In  this  way  he  made  acquaintances  who  proved 
useful  after  he  had  landed  here,  a  stranger  in  a  strange  land.  He  was  robbed 
of  100  Napoleons  aboard  ship,  and  landed  in  New  York  with  no  money  but  a 
gold  piece  which  he  had  secreted  in  his  shoe  and  which  was  worth  about 
$5.50.  In  this  plight,  a  friend  loaned  him  some  money  for  his  railroad  ticket. 
The  agent  handed  out  six  cents  in  change,  but  he  did  not  dare  pick  it  up  from 
the  ticket  ledge,  as  he  was  afraid  that  it  was  a  trick  to  test  his  honesty.  He 
rode  all  day  without  food,  and  landed  at  Buffalo  without  funds.  A  friend  of 
one  of  the  immigrants  he  had  assisted  on  the  way  over,  gave  him  $5.00  and 
invited  him  to  lunch,  but  through  diffidence  he  ate  only  some  bread  as  he  did 
not  wish  to  impose.  Then  he  started  out  looking  for  work,  and  found  em¬ 
ployment  splitting  wood  at  $1.25  a  day.  After  a  few  days,  he  received  $15 
by  mail  from  a  friend  in  Iowa,  for  the  purpose  of  joining  him  there.  After 
buying  a  ticket  to  Fulton,  Iowa,  he  had  28  cents  left,  of  which  he  paid  25 
cents  to  a  man  for  helping  him  with  his  trunk.  He  was  laughed  at  when  he 
attempted  to  buy  bread  with  his  three  cents,  but  finally  found  a  good-hearted 
stranger  who  sold  him  a  part  of  a  loaf.  Upon  reaching  the  Mississippi,  he 
boarded  a  ferry  boat  without  money,  but  a  fellow  passenger  loaned  him  the 
necessary  fare.  At  Fulton  he  went  to  a  hotel,  and  there  left  his  trunk  for  a 
pledge  for  his  board  and  lodging.  Then  he  continued  on  his  trip,  and  reached 
Sugar  Creek,  Iowa,  Aug.  15,  at  3  o’clock  in  the  afternoon.  There  he  worked 
as  a  farm  hand  and  as  a  threshing  outfit  helper  for  a  few  weeks.  Soon  he 
found  financial  backers,  and  bought  a  pack  of  goods  weighing  about  190 
pounds,  with  which  he  set  out  on  foot  toward  Dubuque,  Sept.  14.  When  he 
reached  that  city  he  paid  for  his  goods  from  his  sales  and  had  $100  left  as 
profits.  Subsequently  he  continued  as  a  peddler  until  1875.  Then,  with 
$2,800  which  he  had  saved,  he  started  a  store  at  Westphalia,  Iowa.  He  kept 
this  store  about  six  months,  and  then,  having  married,  he  sold  out  and  moved 
onto  a  farm.  He  improved  the  farm,  and  in  1880  sold  it  for  $4,000  and  moved 
to  Cherokee  County,  Iowa.  There  he  bought  a  farm  of  240  acres. at  $13  an 
acre,  and  sold  out  the  following  spring  for  $19  an  acre.  In  1881  he  went  to 
Royalton,  Minn.,  and  clerked  in  a  store  for  a  year.  Then  he  went  to  Zell, 
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South  Dakota,  built  a  store,  and  engaged  in  the  general  mercantile  business. 
The  postoffice  was  kept  in  his  store,  and  he  was  made  the  postmaster.  In 
1896  he  came  to  Barron  county,  and  opened  a  general  store  at  Almena.  He 
was  also  made  postmaster  here.  He  built  up  a  good  business  in  his  store,  and 
made  a  most  capable  postmaster.  After  being  in  business  about  ten  years 
he  sold  out  and  retired.  He  was  a  director  in  the  Bank  of  Almena  and  had 
other  financial  interests  in  this  part  of  the  county.  After  a  long  and  useful 
life  he  died  Sept.  30,  1921.  Mr.  Panian  was  married  April  12,  1876,  to  Mart 
Haberkorn,  who  was  born  in  Dubuque,  Iowa,  Aug.  14,  1864,  the  daughter  of 
George  and  Theresa  (Lang)  Haberkorn.  This  union  was  blessed  with  nine 
children:  Theresa,  George  J.,  Rosa,  Julia,  Joseph,  Anna,  John,  Mary  (de¬ 
ceased)  and  Frank  (deceased).  Theresa  is  now  Mrs.  Joseph  Kuchenmeister, 
of  Almena  and  has  six  children  as  follows:  Joseph,  Laura,  Norbert,  Emil, 
Leo  and  Margaret.  George  J.  lives  in  Spring  Valley,  Minn.  His  first  wife, 
Frances  Roskops,  died  in  August,  1909,  leaving  a  daughter,  Leonora.  His 
present  wife  was  Emma  Bell.  Rosa  is  the  wife  of  Alex  Welsch,  of  St.  Paul, 
and  they  have  five  children:  Albert,  Marie,  Alex,  George  and  Edward.  Julia 
is  the  wife  of  Edward  Pfeiffer,  of  Turtle  Lake,  and  they  have  three  children : 
George,  Margaret  and  Edward.  Joseph  and  Anna  live  at  home.  John  married 
Marcia  Mountain  and  lives  in  St.  Paul.  Mary  married  Charles  Wiess  and 
died  Oct.  4,  1919,  leaving  six  children:  Edmund,  Mary,  Frances,  Clemence, 
Sylvester  and  Raymond.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  one  of  the  great  desires 
of  Mr.  Panian’s  heart  was  to  have  a  great  grand  child.  On  Oct.  4,  1921,  the 
date  that  Mr.  Panian  was  buried,  Mrs.  Mary  (Wiess)  Wizback,  daughter  of 
Mrs.  Mary  (Panian)  Wiess,  gave  birth  to  a  child.  This  together  with  the  fact 
that  Mrs.  Mary  (Panian)  Wiess  died  on  Oct.  4  of  another  year  makes  that  date 
an  important  one  in  the  family. 

Matt  Dold,  for  several  years  a  popular  business  man  of  Almena,  was'  a 
kindly,  jovial  character,  who  was  a  good  father  and  husband,  a  loyal  neighbor 
and  friend,  and  a  progressive  business  man.  The  brick  block,  which  bears  his 
name,  was  erected  in  1903,  and  will  long  remain  as  a  monument  to  his  com¬ 
mercial  enterprise.  He  was  born  in  Germany,  Sept.  28,  1871,  on  a  farm,  the 
son  of  Matt  Dold.  He  attended  the  government  schools  of  Germany  for  a 
while,  and  came  to  this  country  as  a  boy  of  fourteen  years.  He  located-  at 
Duluth,  Minn.,  and  there  learned  the  blacksmith  trade.  He  came  to  Almena  in 
1896  and  engaged  in  business  here.  He  was  well  liked  by  all  who  knew  him, 
and  served  as  town  treasurer  nine  years  and  constable  three  years.  He  died 
June  22,  1914,  and  his  death  was  sincerely  mourned  by  family  and  friends.  He 
was  married  at  Cumberland,  Sept.  26,  1897,  to  Josephine  Kernel,  born  in  Aus¬ 
tria,  March  19,  1871,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Josephine  Kernel,  who  brought 
the  family  to  this  country  in  1892,  and  after  living  three  years  in  St.  Paul, 
located  three  and  a  half  miles  south  of  Almena,  where  they  established  their 
home.  The  land  was  wild,  and  they  erected  a  log  cabin  and  started  making  a 
home.  Twice  everything  was  swept  away  by  forest  fires,  but  they  persevered, 
and  are  now  prosperous  and  substantial  people.  In  the  Kernel  family  there 
were  six  children.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dold  had  six  children:  Joseph,  Matt.,  Arthur, 
Helen,  Clarence  and  Richard.  Joseph  is  employed  at  the  store  of  E.  S.  Jacob¬ 
son,  Almena.  Matt  is  in  the  Almena  State  Bank.  Arthur  is  proprietor  of  a 
pool  room  at  Almena.  Helen  is  studying  at  St.  Paul.  Clarence  and  Richard  are 
at  home.  . 

Albin  Nystrom,  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Dallas,  was  born  in  Superior,  Wisv 
June  10,  1892,  son  of  Gust  and  Charlotte  (Peterson)  Nystrom.  The  parents: 
were  natives  of  Sweden,  who  came  to  America  in  1866  and  settled  in  Superior, 
where  Gust  Nystrom  worked  for  several  years  in  the  coal  docks.  Then  he  and 
his  family  removed  to  Two  Harbors,  Minn.,  where  he  was  superintendent  at 
the  D.  &  J.  R.  ore  docks,  remaining  there  until  1900.  Since  then  he  has  been 
engaged  in  farming  in  Mille  Lacs  County,  Minn.  His  wife,  Charlotte,  died  Sep¬ 
tember  19,  1896.  They  were  the  parents  of  four  children.  Axel,  Alfred,  Albin 
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and  Anna.  Albin  Nystrom  acquired  his  elementary  education  in  the*  district 
school  and  later  attended  Minnesota  College  at  Minneapolis,  where  he  was 
graduated  in  1908.  He  then  worked  a  few  months  for  the  Climax  Western  Oil 
Co.,  and  also  for  the  D.  M.  Gilmore  Co.,  both  of  Minneapolis.  In  1909  he  went 
to  Burwick,  N.  D.,  where  for  a  year  he  was  employed  in  a  bank.  After  that  he 
was  assistant  cashier  for  two  years  in  a  bank  at  Drake,  N.  D.  From  there  he 
went  to  Ryder,  in  the  same  state,  and  was  assistant  bank  cashier  there  two 
years,  and  after  that  was  cashier  for  four  years  in  a  bank  at  Van  Kork,  N.  D. 
In  1919  Mr.  Nystrom  came  to  Dallas,  Wis.,  and  entered  upon  the  duties  of  his 
present  position  as  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Dallas.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the 
bank.  He  was  married  Sept.  30,  1916,  to  Irene  Officer,  daughter  of  Elmer  H. 
and  Ella  (Ring)  Officer,  now  residents  of  Viroqua,  Wis.  The  home  circle  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nystrom  has  been  enlarged  by  the  birth  of  two  children :  Elea¬ 
nor  J.,  born  Feb.  2,  1918,  and  Harriet  A.,  born  July  4,  1919.  The  religious 
affiliations  of  the  family  are  with  the  Lutheran  Church.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Ny¬ 
strom  belongs  to  the  Masonic  Lodge  at  Chetek,  Wis.,  the  Elks’  Lodge  at  Minot, 
N.  D.,  and  the  I.  0.  O.  F.  Lodge  at  Ryder,  N.  D. 

Julius  K.  Johnson,  warehouse  manager  for  the  Northern  Supply  Co.  at 
Dallas,  was  born  in  Norway,  Feb.  16,  1864,  son.  of  Knut  and  Oleo  (Olson) 
Johnson,  both  of  whom  spent  the  span  of  their  years  in  Norway.  He  received 
his  education  in  Norway,  and  came  to  America  in  1881,  landing  in  New  York, 
and  finding  his  way  to  Rock  County,  Minn.,  where  he  did  farm  labor  for  two 
years.  In  1883  he  went  to  Minneapolis  and  entered  the  Augsburg  Seminary, 
where  he  studied  for  three  years.  Then  for  two  years  he  was  engaged  as  a 
carpenter  and  lumber  scaler.  He  came  to  Dallas  in  1888,  and  for  seven  years 
was  employed  by  J.  A.  Anderson.  In  1895  he  opened  a  carpenter  shop  and 
became  a  contracting  builder,  erecting  many  of  the  modern  farm  houses  in 
Dallas  township  and  vicinity.  He  commenced  work  with  Even  Erickson  in 
1906,  and  for  twelve  years  the  two  operated  a  planing  mill.  He  assumed  the 
duties  of  his  present  position  in  1918.  He  is  a  good  man  for  the  position  and 
has  the  confidence  of  his  employers  and  of  the  community  at  large.  Mr. 
Johnson  was  married  March  21,  1890,  to  Matilda  Ghristianson,  who  was  born 
June  10,  1873,  at  Madison,  Wis.,  daughter  of  Ole  and  Jennie  (Peterson) 
Christianson,  natives  of  Norway,  who  came  to  America  in  1869,  and  settled 
in  Madison,  Wis.,  where  Mr.  Christianson  worked  as  a  shoemaker  until  1884 
when  he  came  to  Dallas,  and  here  operated  a  shoe  shop  until  his  death,  Dec. 
7,  1904,  his  wife  still  making  her  home  here.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  have  had 
three  children.  Ole,  John  and  Inga,  all  now  deceased. 

J.  Casper  Rassbach,  a  worthy  citizen,  now  deceased,  was  born  in  Saxony, 
Germany,  Oct.  23,  1836,  the  son  of  Matthew  Rassbach,  who  brought  his  wife 
and  four  children,  J.  Casper,  Conrad,  Jerry  and  Anna,  to  the  United  States  in 
the  forties,  and  located  near  Blue  Mound,  Dane  County,  Wis.,  where  he  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  J.  Casper  grew  to  manhood  in  Dane  County,  and 
was  there  married.  In  1867  he  brought  his  wife  and  three  children,  John 
Matthew,  William  and  Julius,  to  Barron  County.  The  trip  was  made  with  an 
ox  team,  and  he  also  brought  a  span  of  colts  and  a  cow.  Upon  their  arrival 
here  they  settled  on  160  acres  of  wild  land  in  Section  36,  Prairie  Farm, 
not  far  from  the  Dunn  County  line.  For  a  while  the  family  lived  in  a  tent 
until  he  could  erect  a  log  house,  16  by  22  feet.  Most  of  the  furniture  for  the 
little  home  was  made  from  wood  cut  in  the  yard.  The  bedstead  consisted  of 
tamarack  posts,  between  which  ropes  were  stretched.  The  marketing  point 
for  the  family  was  at  Menomonie.  The  county  was  but  little  developed,  most 
of  its  inhabitants  being  people  who  were  working  in  the  lumber  camps.  Mr. 
Rassbach  for  some  years  “toted”  supplies  for  the  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.,  re¬ 
ceiving  $36  a  month  for  himself  and  a  team  of  horses.  In  the  meantime  he 
gradually  developed  his  own  place  and  as  the  years  passed  built  up  a  good 
farm.  He  was  regarded  with  much  respect  by  his  fellow  men  and  occupied 
a  substantial  place  in  the  affairs  of  the  community.  He  was  in  everything  a 
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loyal  and  patriotic  citizen,  who  had  the  interests  of  the  town  and  county  deeply 
at  heart.  As  one  of  the  town  supervisors  he  furthered  the  cause  of  good 
roads.  He  helped  to  get  a  school  district  organized  in  his  neighborhood,  and 
served  on  the  school  board.  The  Evangelical  Church  found  in  him  a  loyal 
supporter.  He  was  a  God-fearing,  upright  man,  and  served  the  church  as 
class  leader  and  exhorter.  He  was  a  good  husband  and  father,  a  generous 
neighbor,  a  loyal  friend.  His  death  on  Dec.  22,  1906,  was  sincerely  mourned. 
His  good  wife  died  April  13,  1915.  Mr.  Rassbach  was  married  at  Blue  Mound, 
Dane  County,  to  Mary  S.  Harmon,  who  was  born  in  November,  1841,  at 
Schellburg,  Penn.,  the  daughter  of  Jesse  and  Julia  Harmon,  and  descended 
from  an  early  Pennsylvania  family.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with 
eleven  children.  John  Martin  farms  in  Prairie  Farm  Township.  William 
farms  on  Sheridan  Prairie,  Dunn  County,  this  state.  Julia  is  the  wife  of 
John  Deringer,  of  Prairie  Farm  Township.  Lena  is  the  wife  of  George  Hol¬ 
man  of  Cameron.  Anna  is  the  wife  of  John  Neck,  of  Prairie  Farm  Township. 
Charles  is  in  Maple  Grove  Township.  Lizzie  is  the  wife  of  William  Henneman 
of  Chippewa  Falls.  Henry,  Walter,  Helen  and  Matilda  are  dead. 

John  Matthew  Rassbach,  prominent  man  of  Prairie  Farm  Village,  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  county  board,  three  times  county  sheriff,  four  years  chairman  of 
the  town  board,  vice  president  of  the  Prairie  Farm  Telephone  Co.,  vice  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Prairie  Farm  &  Northwestern  Railroad,  and  actively  interested  in 
many  successful  ventures,  was  born  in  Dane  County,  Wis.,  June  4,  1863,  the 
son  of  J.  Casper  and  Mary  S.  (Harmon)  Rassbach,  who  brought  him  to  this 
county  in  1867.  He  attended  school  in  the  district  his  father  helped  to 
organize,  and  learned  farming  at  home.  For  thirteen  winters  he  worked  in 
the  woods  and  for  three  springs  he  was  employed  on  the  river  drives.  In 
the  meantime,  in  1889,  he  took  over  the  management  of  the  home  place.  Two 
years  later  he  took  his  bride  there.  To  the  development  and  operation  of  this 
farm  he  devoted  many  years.  He  put  up  a  fine  modern  home,  a  large  barn, 
36  by  120  feet,  with  full  basement  and  modernly  equipped;  a  silo,  16  by  35 
feet,  and  other  buildings.  He  carried  on  general  farming  and  dairying  on  a 
successful  scale,  and  reaped  a  deserved  measure  of  prosperity.  Sept.  15, 
1919,  he  sold  the  farm,  and  retired.  He  now  lives  in  Prairie  Farm  Village, 
where  he  has  one  of  the  finest  residences  to  be  found  in  this  vicinity.  It  is 
modern  throughout  and  well  arranged.  The  lawn  is  well  kept  and  beautified 
with  flowers  and  shrubbery,  and  set  in  a  magnificent  grove  of  pine.  As  al¬ 
ready  indicated,  Mr.  Rassbach  has  seen  considerable  public  life.  He  early 
served  on  school  and  town  boards,  and  has  been  an  able  town  chairman.  The 
confidence  in  which  he  was  held  grew  with  the  years,  and  in  1898  he  was 
honored  by  his  fellow  citizens  with  the  election  to  the  office  of  county  sheriff. 
He  was  a  most  efficient  and  conscientious  officer,  and  after  his  term  had  ex¬ 
pired,  the  people  waited  the  legal  two  years  and  then  elected  him  again  in 
1902.  Upon  the  expiration  of  this  term,  he  retired  to  private  life,  but  in 
1910  was  again  called  to  service  for  another  term.  He  was  therefore  sheriff 
of  Barron  County  in  1899-01,  1903-05  and  1911-13.  He  now  represents  the 
village  of  Prairie  Farm  on  the  county  board,  and  his  long  experience  in  county 
affairs  makes  him  a  valuable  member  indeed.  He  has  taken  his  share  in 
everything  that  he  has  believed  to  be  for  the  best  interests  of  the  community, 
and  is  identified  with  various  local  enterprises,  including  the  telephone  com¬ 
pany  already  mentioned.  He  has  been  untiring  in  his  efforts  to  secure  rail¬ 
road  facilities  for  the  village.  He  and  his  family  are  numbered  among  the 
real  leaders  in  the  community.  They  are  active  in  social,  civic  and  religious 
affairs,  their  hospitable  home  is  always  open  to  their  friends,  and  they  are 
liked  by  all  who  know  them.  Mr.  Rassbach  was  married  July  9,  1891.  to 
Percey  Johnson,  who  was  born  in  Columbia  county,  this  state,  Feb.  19,  1869, 
the  daughter  of  Martin  and  Lena  Johnson.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rassbach  are  the 
parents  of  five  children:  Minnie  Christine,  Jennie  Pauline,  Nellie  Marie, 
Grace  Beatrice  and  Harry  Casper.  Jennie  Pauline  graduated  from  the  Barron 
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High  School,  married  Otto  Anderson,  of  Prairie  Farm  Township,  and  died 
March  20,  1919.  Minnie  Christine,  for  some  years  a  teacher,  is  the  wife  of 
William  Bond,  of  Chicago.  They  have  one  son,  William,  Jr.,  popularly  known 
as  “Billy."  Nellie  Marie,  a  graduate  of  the  Milwaukee  Normal  school  and  for 
some  years  a  teacher  is  the  wife  of  Herbert  Jenson,  of  Barron.  Grace 
Beatrice  and  Harry  Casper  are  at  home.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the 
Evangelical  Church. 

Clarence  W.  Mau,  the  efficient  and  popular  cashier  of  the  First  State  Bank, 
of  Prairie  Farm,  was  born  at  Fillmore,  in  Washington  County,  Wis.,  Aug.  20, 
1896,  oldest  of  the  three  children  of  August  G.  and  Lena  (Sebastian)  Mau, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  this  state,  and  the  former  of  whom  was  a  farmer 
and  carpenter.  He  attended  rural  schools  and  the  city  schools  of  Milwaukee. 
He  also  took  courses  in  the  Eau  Claire  Business  College  at  Eau  Claire,  Wis.  He 
came  to  Prairie  Farm  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  in  1917,  and  entered  the  employ 
of  the  First  State  Bank,  and  in  January,  1919,  he  was  made  a  member  of  the 
board  of  directors  in  which  positions  he  still  is  serving.  He  is  a  capable 
financier,  he  has  the  faculty  of  making  friends,  he  understands  local  con¬ 
ditions,  and  combines  the  soundness  of  judgment,  uprightness  of  bearing,  and 
pleasantness  of  temperament  necessary  to  a  successful  rural  banker.  Under 
his  management,  the  bank  is  increasing  its  business  and  maintaining  a  most 
excellent  standing.  Mr.  Mau  takes  his  share  in  the  affairs  of  the  community, 
and  is  vitally  interested  in  its  growth  and  progress.  Mr.  Mau  was  married  at 
Rockffeld,  Wis.,  on  Dec.  20,  1917,  to  Amelia  Hoelz,  who  was  born  at  Rockfield, 
Wis.,  on  Aug.  27,  1895,  the  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Julia  (Meyer)  Hoelz,  natives 
of  Wisconsin  and  now  living  at  Rockfield,  Wis.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mau  have  two 
fine  boys,  Kenneth  H.,  bom  Oct.  7,  1918,  and  Gerald  W.,  born  Jan.  27,  1921. 

Swen  Anderson,  well  known  as  the  owner  of  the  prosperous  Morning  Star 
Dairy  Farm  over  the  line  in  Sheridan  Township,  Dunn  County,  and  now  living 
in  the  village  of  Prairie  Farm,  was  bora  in  Norway,  March  2,  1851,  the  son  of 
Andrew  Anderson  Skgeftskogen,  and  his  good  wife,  Anna  (Sloten).  Swen  was 
reared  in  his  native  land,  attended  school  there  for  a  while,  and  grew  to  young 
manhood.  May  17,  1873  he  and  his  brother,  Peter,  sailed  from  their  native 
land,  and  on  June  25,  landed  at  Castle  Garden,  New  York.  He  found  his  way 
to  La  Crosse,  where  he  had  friends.  From  there  he  went  to  Vernon  county  and 
worked  a  short  time.  Nov.  18,  1873,  he  reached  Menomonie,  Dunn  County,  this 
state,  and  entered  the  employ  of  the  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  In  this  employ  he 
worked  that  winter  in  the  woods  of  Barron  County.  For  the  next  few  years  he 
did  various  work.  He  drove  mules  in  the  woods,  worked  in  lumber  camps, 
was  employed  in  the  mills  at  Menomonie,  and  for  a  time  was  on  the  famous 
Washburn  Farm,  in  Sheridan  Township,  Dunn  County.  In  1878  he  settled 
down  on  120  acres  in  that  township.  He  and  his  wife  moved  into  a  log  house, 
and  started  farming  with  a  yoke  of  steers,  two  cows  and  a  few  chickens.  Only 
a  half  acre  had  then  been  cleared.  With  this  beginning  they  built  up  the  finest 
farm  in  the  vicinity.  Mr.  Anderson  put  up  a  good  set  of  buildings,  which  were 
a  credit  to  himself  and  an  ornament  to  the  community.  He  increased  his  hold¬ 
ings  to  520  acres.  This  was  in  tilled  land,  woodland  and  pasturage,  with  some 
wild  land.  It  was  well  fenced,  and  well  cared  for,  and  excellently  equipped 
with  tools,  implements  and  machinery.  On  this  place,  Mr.  Anderson  success¬ 
fully  carried  on  general  farming  and  dairying  on  an  extensive  scale.  He  had  a 
good  herd  of  Holstein  cattle,  a  good  drove  of  Poland-China  swine,  and  a 
sufficient  number  of  horses.  He  gave  the  farm  the  name  of  the  Morning  Star 
Dairy  Farm,  and  under  this  name  it  became  widely  known.  He  has  now  sold 
the  farm,  but  still  owns  40  acres  of  it.  In  1919  he  purchased  a  tract  of  46  acres 
in  the  village  of  Prairie  Farm  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  overlooking  the 
valley.  It  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  locations  that  could  be  imagined.  The 
house  has  electric  lights,  running  water  and  other  conveniences.  It  is  sur¬ 
rounded  with  a  sightly  lawn,  set  among  a  few  noble  trees.  In  addition  to 
building  up  a  splendid  success  for  himself,  Mr.  Anderson  has  devoted  a  con- 
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siderable  time  to  public  effort.  In  Sheridan  Township  he  did  most  efficient 
service  on  the  town  board  for  a  quarter  of  a  century,  and  as  a  member  of  the 
school  board  for  a  year  longer.  He  helped  to  organize  the  Prairie  Farm  Co¬ 
operative  Creamery,  and  was  its  president  for  ten  years.  He  has  also  been 
active  in  the  Prairie  Farm  Co-operative  Association,  owning  the  village  store, 
and  is  now  its  vice  president.  He  has  been  a  loyal  supporter  of  the  Norwegian 
Lutheran  Church  at  Sheridan,  helped  to  build  its  two  successive  churches,  and 
has  served  on  its  board.  All  in  all  he  is  an  active,  prominent  and  useful 
citizen,  and  is  held  in  the  highest  regard  by  all  who  know  him.  Mr.  Anderson 
was  married,  April  13,  1878,  to  Julia  Hanson  Standal,  and  this  union  has  been 
blessed  with  eight  children.  Alma  is  at  home.  Herman,  a  veteran  of  the 
World  War  and  a  garage  man  at  Prairie  Farm,  married  Josie  Anderson,  of 
Sheridan  Township.  Otto,  also  a  veteran  of  the  World  War,  and  also  a  garage 
man  at  Prairie  Farm,  married  Jennie  Rassbach,  now  deceased.  Hjelmar  is 
likewise  a  garage  man  of  Prairie  Farm.  He  married  Etta  Richards,  of  Wena- 
berg,  Dunn  County.  Mabel  is  the  wife  of  Carl  Christianson,  of  Clear  Lake,  Minn. 
Mrs.  Sven  Anderson  was  born  in  Norway,  May  10,  1857,  the  daughter  of  Hans 
and  Mary  (Lillievald)  Standal.  The  father  died  when  the  daughter  was  but 
two  years  old.  In  1870  the  mother  brought  the  family  to  America.  The  other 
two  children  were  John  and  Hans.  They  were  ten  weeks  on  the  ocean,  aboard 
an  old  sailing  boat.  After  landing  they  found  their  way  to  La  Crosse,  and 
located  in  Coon  Valley,  Vernon  County,  this  state.  In  1874  the  family  came  to 
Vance  Creek,  in  Barron  County.  Here  she  married  John  Hanson,  who  home¬ 
steaded  160  acres,  and  here  she  lived  until  her  death  in  1919,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-three. 

Robert  Herrmann,  prosperous  business  man  and  expert  dairyman;  pro¬ 
prietor  of  the  flourishing  Pleasant  Creek  Cheese  Factory  in  Section  23,  Prairie 
Farm  Township,  was  born  in  Switzerland,  July  7,  1880,  a  son  of  Jacob  and 
Marie  Herrmann,  who  came  of  a  long  line  of  Swiss  farmers  and  cheese  makers. 
He  was  reared  in  his  native  land,  early  became  interested  in  dairying,  and 
learned  the  cheese  making  business  from  some  of  the  best  men  in  that  trade  in 
his  neighborhood.  In  1911  he  came  to  America,  and  located  in  Argyle,  in  La 
Fayette  County,  this  state,  where  he  continued  to  work  at  his  trade.  In  1917 
he  came  to  Barron  County,  and  purchased  his  present  establishment.  He  has 
purchased  new  equipment,  and  has  a  model  factory.  He  turns  out  some  5,000 
or  6,000  pounds  of  cheese  monthly,  and  his  product  is  in  wide  demand.  He 
thoroughly  understands  his  business,  he  knows  local  conditions,  he  studies  the 
market,  and  he  has  the  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  has  business  dealings, 
his  factory  being  one  of  the  valued  assets  of  the  agricultural  progress  of  the 
township.  Mr.  Herrmann  returned  to  Switzerland  for  a  short  time  in  the 
spring  of  1913,  and  was  there  married  on  March  6,  to  Eliza  Burki,  who  was 
born  in  that  country,  Oct.  11,  1884,  the  daughter  of  Rudolph  and  Eliza  Burki. 
This  union  has  been  blessed  with  four  bright  children:  Ernest,  Lillie,  Fritz 
and  Nellie. 

Iver  Lien,  who  by  intelligent  hard  work  and  industrious  application,  has 
built  up  a  good  farm  in  Section  14,  Prairie  Farm  Township,  where  he  has  lived 
for  nearly  forty  years,  was  born  in  Norway,  Aug.  11,  1860,  the  son  of  Ole  and 
Carrie  (Knutson)  Tolferson,  the  former  of  whom  died  in  Norway,  and  the  latter 
of  whom  came  to  this  country  in  the  spring  of  1883  and  located  in  Prairie  Farm 
township.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  his  native  land,  and  spent 
his  youth  as  a  farmer.  In  the  fall  of  1883  he  came  to  this  country,  and  located 
in  Prairie  Farm  Township.  Here  in  the  summer  time  he  did  farm  work.  For 
six  winters  he  worked  for  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  in  the  woods,  and  for  five  springs 
on  the  river  drives.  In  1889  he  took  a  place  of  80  acres  on  Section  14,  Prairie 
Farm  Township.  It  was  all  wild  except  five  or  six  acres  which  had  been 
cleared.  Mr.  Lien  built  a  log  house  and  moved  his  bride  into  it.  He  started 
farming  with  two  cows  and  a  wheelbarrow,  and  a  few  tools.  By  working  early 
and  late,  and  being  untiring  in  labor  and  strength  he  has  built  up  a  good  place. 
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He  has  a  fine  set  of  buildings,  and  a  well  improved  farm,  well  stocked,  well 
equipped  and  well  fenced.  He  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and 
dairying  and  has  a  good  herd  of  Holsteins:  He  stands  well  in  the  community, 
and  has  the  esteem  and  respect  of  all  with  whom  he  comps;  in  contact.  His 
success  in  life  is  due  to  his  hard  work  and  his  ability  to  apply  himself.  His 
holdings  include  shares  in  the  Pleasant  Creek  Cheese  Co.  For  one  year  he  did 
satisfactory  service  as  assessor  of  the  township.  He  and  his  family  are  loyal 
in  their  support  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church.  Mr.  Lien  was  married  in 
Prairie  Farm  Township,  June  7,  1889,  to  Garrie  A.  Larson,  who  was  born  in 
Norway,  June  7,  1859,  the  daughter  of  Lars  and  Anna  Larson.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lien  have  two  children,  Oscar  and  Anna. 

Henry  Frisle,  a  modern  farmer,  who  has  an  unusually  sightly  place  in 
Section  23,  Prairie  Farm  Township,  is  a  native  of  this  township,  born  on  the 
home  farm,  Oct.  15,  1878,  the  son  of  Leopold  and  Frances  (Foster)  Frisle.  He 
attended  the  Pleasant  Creek  school,  learned  farming  from  his  father,  and 
assisted  in  the  clearing  and  developing  of  the  family  place.  While  a  young 
man  he  spent  six  seasons  in  the  woods,  as  a  cant-hook  man  and  loader.  In 
1905  he  bought  his  present  place  of  80  acres  in  Section  25.  To  the  development 
and  operation  of  this  farm  he  has  since  devoted  his  attention.  The  farm  house 
is  a  pretty  bungalow,  the  barn  is  adequate,  the  other  buildings  are  well  kept, 
the  garden  is  laid  out  in  orderly  manner,  and  the  lawn  is  pretty  and  nicely 
cared  for,  all  together  making  a  place  which  is  one  of  the  beauty  spots  of  the 
neighborhood.  The  farm  is  well  tilled  and  cultivated,  and  adequately  fenced, 
while  the  equipment  is  of  the  best.  Here  Mr.  Frisle  successfully  carries  on 
general  farming  and  dairying,  and  has  a  good  herd  of  graded  Holsteins,  and  a 
satisfactory  drove  of  Duroc-Jersey  swine.  His  horses  are  of  the  Percheron 
breed.  Mr.  Frisle  stands  well  in  the  community  and  his  opinions  are  sound 
and  sensible  on  all  subjects.  Mr.  Frisle  was  married  on  June  7,  1906  to  Mina 
Link,  who  was  born  at  Spring  Valley,  Pierce  County,  this  state,  Oct.  14,  1886, 
the  daughter  of  Herman  L.  and  Kate  (Young)  Link,  natives  respectively  of 
Germany  and  Wisconsin,  and  long-time  residents  of  Dallas  Township,  this 
county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frisle  have  five  children:  Frieda,  Arnold,  Vida,  Norma 
and  Everett. 

Dixon  S.  Rogers,  a  representative  farmer  of  Section  18,  Dallas  Township, 
was  born  in  England,  Aug.  25,  1869,  the  son  of  Henry  and  Caroline  (Schotleff) 
Rogers,  who  came  from  England  that  year,  and  settled  in  Kenosha  County, 
Wis.,  coming  five  years  later  to  Barron  County,  where  they  took  a  homestead 
of  160  acres  in  Section  18,  Dallas  Township,  where  they  erected  a  set  of  log 
buildings,  cleared  45  acres,  and  carried  on  general  farming.  The  father  died 
Feb.  6,  1908,  and  the  mother  a  few  days  previous  on  March  23.  Of  their  thir¬ 
teen  children,  there  are  six  living:  William,  Ransom,  Hale,  Harry,  Calvin  and 
Dixon  S.  Dixon  S.  was  but  five  years  old  when  the  family  came  to  Barron 
County.  He  attended  the  district  school  and  learned  farming  from  his  father. 
In  1901  he  bought  a  half  of  the  homestead  and  in  1907  the  other  half.  He  has 
erected  a  good  set  of  frame  buildings,  and  developed  an  excellent  farm.  Here 
he  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  His  herd  is  of 
high  grade  Guernseys,  headed  by  a  full-blooded  sire.  He  is  interested  in  edu¬ 
cation  and  has  served  with  credit  on  the  school  board.  He  is  a  useful  and 
energetic  citizen  and  is  well  esteemed  by  all  who  know  him.  Mr.  Rogers  was 
married  in  Dallas  Township  on  April  14,  1909,  to  Julia  Frisle,  who  was  born 
at  Prairie  Farm  on  May  7,  1881,  the  daughter  of  Leopold  and  Frances  (Foster) 
Frisle,  who  farmed  for  a  number  of  years  in  Prairie  Farm  Township,  and  are 
both  now  dead.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rogers  have  four  children:  Henry  H.,  born 
March  1,  1910;  James  M.,  born  Jan.  31,  1911;  Blanche  M.,  born  Sept.  26,  1913; 
and  Evelyn  F.,  born  July  4,  1919.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  German 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Albert  Borgen,  an  energetic  and  hard-working  farmer  of  Section  22,  Dallas 
Township,  was  born  in  Eau  Claire,  Wis.,  Oct.  30,  1879,  the  son  of  Hans  and 
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Magdalena  (Stevenson)  Borgen,  early  settlers.  He  attended  school  there  for 
a  while,  and  continued  his  education  in  the  district  schools  of  Dallas  Township, 
where  he  was  brought  as  a  boy  in  1887.  He  learned  farming  from  his  father 
and  was  still  in  his  early  'teens  when  he  started  out  for  himself  by  working 
for  farmers.  From  1897  to  1900  he  worked  in  Montana  on  the  cattle  ranges 
and  the  sheep  ranches.  In  1901  he  rented  eighty  acres  of  the  home  place,  in¬ 
cluding  the  home  buildings.  In  1908  he  bought  the  place.  In  1919  he  bought 
80  acres  more  in  Section  16,  making  a  total  of  160  acres.  He  remodeled  the 
buildings  and  installed  modern  improvements,  including  the  Delco  lighting 
system.  He  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  and  has  a 
good  herd  of  Holsteins,  headed  by  a  full-blooded  sire  and  a  drove  of  Duroc- 
Jersey  swine.  He  uses  good  judgment  in  all  his  operations,  he  takes  pride  in 
seeing  his  place  improve  under  his  careful  management  year  by  year,  and  he 
is  developing  as  good  a  farm  as  can  be  found  in  the  neighborhood.  He  is  re¬ 
spected  by  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact,  and  is  well  liked  by  all  who 
know  him.  In  1910  and  1911  he  did  good  service  on  the  town  board.  Frater¬ 
nally,  he  is  a  popular  member  of  Chetek  Lodge,  No.  277,  A.  F.  and  A.  M.  Mr. 
Borgen  was  married  Nov.  21,  1906,  to  Ida  Berger,  who  was  born  Feb.  6,  1888, 
the  daughter  of  Ole  and  Mary  (Granum)  Berger,  the  former  of  whom  is  dead 
and  the  latter  of  whom  lives  in  Dallas.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Borgen  had  four  bright 
and  well-behaved  children.  Harley  O.  was  born  Dec.  8,  1908;  Raymond  C.  was 
born  Aug.  21,  1910;  Viola  M.  was  born  June  6,  1913;  Manley  H.  was  born  Aug. 
4,  1916.  The  older  ones  are  attending  the  public  schools  and  are  making  good 
progress  with  their  books.  Mrs.  Ida  Borgen  died  Dec.  1,  1917.  On  March  16, 
1921,  Mr.  Borgen  married  Margaret  Larson,  born  at  Trondhjem,  Norway,  on 
May  6,  1884,  the  daughter  of  Ole  and  Ingeborg  (Lane)  Larson,  natives  of  Nor¬ 
way,  who  came  to  America  in  1886,  and  settled  in  Prairie  Farm  Township, 
where  they  are  still  farming.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Borgen  and  the  children  attend 
the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Andrew  Stoll,  who  has  a  fine  farm  of  200  acres  in  Sections  33  and  34,  Dal¬ 
las  Township,  is  one  of  the  best  known  men  in  this  part  of  the  county.  He  was 
born  in  Norway,  Mar.  31, 1860,  the  son  of  Halvor  and  Gertrude  (Anderson)  Stoll, 
natives  of  that  country,  both  now  deceased.  He  received  his  education  in  his 
native  land,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  became  a  sailor,  a  calling  which  his 
ancestors  had  followed  for  centuries  before  him.  While  following  the  sea,  he 
stopped  at  nearly  all  the  important  ports  of  northern  Europe,  and  crossed  the 
Atlantic  many  times.  In  1879  he  disembarked  at  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  and  shipped 
aboard  a  revenue  cutter  in  the  United  States  service,  plying  the  Atlantic  coast. 
In  1881  he  abandoned  the  sea,  and  came  to  Barron  County,  and  purchased  80 
acres  in  Section  22,  Maple  Plain  Township.  This  was  all  wild  land.  He  set 
to  work  with  a  will,  put  up  a  fine  set  of  buildings,  and  by  hard  work  cleared 
up  sixty  acres  of  the  land.  There  he  lived  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  cen¬ 
tury.  Being  a  man  of  wide  experience,  it  is  natural  that  he  should  have  taken 
a  prominent  part  in  the  township  from  the  beginning.  He  foresaw  the  possi¬ 
bilities  of  the  town  and  realized  that  if  it  was  ever  to  become  a  settled  region 
it  was  necessary  that  roads  be  built.  So  he  assisted  in  the  opening  of  many  of 
the  highways.  He  also  encouraged  settlers  to  locate  here,  and  did  everything 
he  could  to  help  them  get  started.  In  1894  he  was  elected  to  the  town  board, 
and  so  efficiently  did  he  serve,  that  in  1897  he  was  made  chairman.  He  served 
as  such  for  seven  years  and  at  the  same  time  sat  on  the  county  board.  He 
thus  became  known  throughout  the  county,  and  his  service  was  of  real  merit. 
During  his  term  of  office  the  present  courthouse  was  erected  at  Barron.  As  the 
father  of  children,  he  is  interested  in  education,  and  served  twenty-one  years 
as  a  member  of  the  school  board  of  the  Camp  Dixon  district.  For  ten  years  he 
was  mail  carrier  out  of  Cumberland.  In  1909  he  sold  his  farm  and  moved  to 
that  place.  In  1920  he  went  to  Stillwater,  Minn.,  and  bought  a  small  tract  of 
eleven  acres.  A  short  time  later  he  came  back  and  rented  his  present  place. 
He  is  successfully  carrying  on  general  farming  and  dairying  and  has  a  good 
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herd  of  Holsteins.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  Cumberland  Camp,  No.  1218, 
W.  M.  A.,  and  has  held  several  offices.  Mr.  Stoll  was  married  June  20,  1886, 
to  Susan  Howard,  who  was  born  Oct.  29,  1866,  the  daughter  of  George  and 
Olena  (Olson)  Howard,  the  former  of  whom  is  dead  and  the  latter  of  whom 
now  lives  in  Cumberland.  Mrs.  Susan  Stoll  died  Oct.  29,  1910.  This  union 
was  blessed  with  ten  children:  Henry  J.  was  born  April  29,  1887,  and  is  now 
at  Radisson,  Wis.  Lena  G.  was  born  Nov.  6,  1888,  and  is  the  wife  of  G.  G.  Aus¬ 
tin,  of  Glenwood,  Minn.  Edward  S.  was  born  April  11,  1890,  and  is  now  at 
Stillwater,  Minn.  Bennie  I.  was  born  Oct.  21,  1892,  and  died  in  the  fall  of 
1912.  Harry  N.  was  born  Jan.  9,  1893,  and  was  drowned  Dec.  24,  1912.  Ellen 
S.  was  born  Sept.  16,  1896,  and  is  the  wife  of  C.  H.  Talbot,  of  St.  Paul,  Minn. 
Jessie  was  born  July  26,  1896,  and  is  now  at  Hutchinson,  Minn.  Albert  H. 
was  born  Oct.  29,  1900,  and  is  in  Forest  City,  Iowa.  Ernest  was  born  May  22, 
1906.  Emma  J.  was  born  Nov.  13,  1909.  Mr.  Stoll  was  married  on  March  8, 
1912,  to  Mrs.  Christina  Cardell,  who  was  born  in  Sweden,  Sept.  22,  1871,  the 
daughter  of  Andrew  and  Margaret  (Normerck)  Peterson,  the  former  of  whom 
is  dead  and  the  latter  of  whom  lives  in  Sweden.  By  her  marriage  to  Carl 
Cardell,  Mrs.  Stoll  has  one  son,  Ernest  M.,  who  was  born  June  20,  1898,  and  is 
now  attending  the  Chiropractic  College,  at  Davenport,  Iowa. 

Carl  A.  Severson,  a  well-known  farmer  of  Section  10,  west,  Dallas  Town¬ 
ship,  is  a  native  of  this  county,  born  in  Dallas  Village,  May  16,  1885,  the  son  of 
Sever  A.  and  Ida  (Christison)  Severson.  Sever  A.  Severson  was  born  in  Norway. 
They  brought  their  son  to  America,  and  located  in  Buffalo  County,  this  state, 
when  he  was  nine  years  old.  As  a  youth  he  went  to  Eau  Claire,  and  learned 
the  blacksmith  trade.  In  1880  he  came  to  Barron  County,  and  established  a 
blacksmith  shop  at  Dallas  Village.  This  he  operated  the  remainder  of  his  life, 
with  the  exception  of  four  years  when  he  had  a  shop  at  Prairie  Farm.  He  died 
April  4,  1907.  He  was  a  good  and  useful  citizen,  and  his  death  was  sincerely 
mourned.  His  wife  died  May  8,  1901.  In  the  family  there  were  two  sons, 
Henry,  who  farms  in  Dallas  Township,  and  Carl  A.  Carl  A.  received  his  educa¬ 
tion  in  his  native  village.  As  a  young  man  he  became  a  stationary  engineer, 
and  worked  in  North  Dakota  and  Washington.  In  1911  he  returned  to  Dallas, 
and  took  up  the  well-drilling  business.  In  1917  he  bought  100  acres  in  Maple 
Grove  Township,  which  he  operated  for  two  years.  Then  he  sold  and  bought 
his  present  place  of  forty  acres.  He  has  some  good  buildings,  and  a  well-de¬ 
veloped  place.  Here  he  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  and  has  a 
good  herd  of  Holsteins.  He  is  well  regarded  by  all  who  know  him,  and  has 
already  got  a  good  start  in  life.  Mr.  Severson  married  Cordelia  Hulbert,  who 
was  born  in  Maple  Grove  Township  Oct.  16,  1893,  the  daughter  of  David  and 
Alice  (Skinner)  Hulbert.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Severson  have  three  children:  Lyle  C., 
born  July  21,  1916;  Donald  B.,  born  June  16,  1918;  and  Stanley  A.,  born  Dec.  1, 
1920.  The  family  attends  the  Christian  Church  at  Hillsdale. 

Charles  Salsbury,  a  pioneer,  was  born  at  McComb,  St.  Lawrence  County, 
New  York  State,  May  27,  1846,  the  son  of  William  H.  and  Mary  (Salsbury) 
Salsbury,  both  descended  from  early  New  York  families.  They  moved  to 
Loraine  County,  Ohio,  in  1845,  and  came  to  Juneau  County,  Wis.,  in  the  sixties. 
Both  are  now  dead.  Charles  received  his  education  in  Ohio  and  learned  farm¬ 
ing  from  his  father.  In  1871  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  homesteaded  80 
acres  in  Section  18.  In  1889  he  bought  80  acres  in  Section  19  and  making  a 
good  tract  of  160  acres,  all  in  Dallas  Township.  Here  he  built  a  log  cabin  and 
straw  shed  and  started  clearing  the  land.  There  were  then  but  few  settlers 
in  the  county,  and  such  as  they  were,  nearly  all  connected  with  the  lumbering 
interests.  Transportation  of  supplies,  produce  and  provisions  was  difficult. 
There  was  little  in  the  way  of  comforts,  and  often  even  the  necessities  were 
lacking.  Mr.  Salsbury  was  a  man  of  strength  of  will  and  purpose,  he  was  a 
natural  leader,  he  was  determined  to  succeed,  and  he  realized  the  great  possi¬ 
bilities  of  the  region.  Therefore,  he  not  only  worked  hard  on  his  own  place,  but 
also  helped  the  newcomers  to  get  started.  He  helped  many  get  a  favorable  loca- 
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tion,  assisted  them  in  hauling  logs  for  their  buildings,  and  even  aided  them  in 
getting  seed  and  provisions.  For  nine  years  he  spent  the  spring  and  autumn 
Reasons  as  a  salesman  for  the  Barron  Woolen  Mills.  For  many'  years  Mr.  Sals- 
bury  took  an  active  part  in  public  affairs.  When  Dallas  Township  was  organ¬ 
ized,  he  was  elected  its  first  clerk.'  He  resigned,  however,  before  serving  the 
term  out.  In  1872  he  became  clerk  of  the  Pitts  School  District,  so  called,  and 
after  serving  two  years  was  made  clerk  of  a  joint  district  which  embraced  parts 
of  Prairie  Farm  and  Dallas  Township.  He  has  also  done  public  services  in 
other  ways.  By  hard  work  and  application  he  built  up  a  good  farm  and  won 
success.  In  1906  he  retired  from  active  farm  life.  He  has  sold  80  acres  of  his 
farm  to  his  son,  Willis  H.,  and  still  owns  the  other  half.  Mr.  Salsbury  was 
married  June  14,  1865,  to  Theresa  Cleaver,  who  was  born  in  New  York  State 
Nov.  24,  1845,  the  daughter  of  Ludwig  and  Maria  Cleaver.  She  died  March  2, 
1905,  leaving  eight  children:  Mary  Eva  (deceased),  Charles'  L.,  Alta  L.,  Wil¬ 
lis  H.,  Anna  L.,  Ernest  R.,  Rosella  and  Frank.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Willis  H.  Salsbury,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Section  18,  Dallas  Township, 
is  a  native  of  this  township,  born  on  the  homestead,  a  part  of  which  he  now 
owns,  Sept.  8,  1872,  the  son  of  Charles  and  Theresa  (Cleaver)  Salsbury.  He 
attended  the  common  schools  and  had  the  advantage  of  courses  in  the  Wis¬ 
consin  State  Normal  School  at  River  Falls.  In  the  meantime  he  learned  farm¬ 
ing  from  his  father.  In  1893,  at  the  age  of  21,  he  started  teaching  school  in  the 
rural  districts,  still  devoting  his  summers  to  farming.  He  is  still  remembered 
aS  a  most  excellent  teacher.  He  is  a  man  of  broad  information,  he  has  a  sym¬ 
pathetic  and  understanding  nature,  he  won  the  love  of  the  pupils  and  the  re¬ 
spect  of  the  parents,  and  had  the  faculty  of  inspiring  his  scholars  to  do  their 
best  work.  Although  it  is  fifteen  years  since  he  has  wielded  the  rod  and  the 
crayon,  many  young  men  and  women  throughout  the  county  still  testify  as  to 
the  excellence  and  worth  of  his  instructions.  In  1905,  after  school  was  out,  he 
clerked  for  the  summer  in  Barron.  Then  in  the  fall  he  moved  with  his  bride 
onto  a  farm  of  40  acres  in  Section  13,  Prairie  Farm  Township,  which  he  had 
previously  purchased.  There  he  farmed  with  good  results  for  eleven  years. 
He  cleared  26  acres,  and  got  them  well  under  cultivation.  In  1914  he  bought 
an  adjoining  80  acres  in  Section  18,  Dallas  Township,  constituting  a  part  of 
the  old  homestead.  This  makes  him  a  good  farm  of  120  acres.  He  has  a  well- 
developed  place,  and  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying. 
He  has  a  good  herd  of  graded  cattle,  headed  by  a  full-blooded  Holstein  sire. 
He  also  has  a  good  drove  of  Poland-China  swine.  It  is  natural  that  a  man  of 
his  ability  should  be  called  to  considerable  public  service.  For  thirteen  years 
he  has  done  most  efficient  work  as  clerk  of  his  school  district,  which  is  Joint 
District  No.  1,  of  Prairie  Farm  and  Dallas  Township.  He  is  also  at  present 
serving  with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  constituents  as 
clerk  of  Dallas  Township.  Mr.  Salsbury  was  married  in  the  town  of  Sheridan 
in  Dunn  County,  Wis.,  April  29,  1905,  to  Louisa  Sievert,  who  was  born  in  Dunn 
County,  Oct.  9,  1881,  the  daughter  of  Edward  and  Annrf  (Smith)  Sievert,  na¬ 
tives  of  Germany,  who  came  to  America  in  1871,  and  settled  in  Dunn  County. 
The  father  died  there  May  7,  1914,  and  the  mother  is  still  living  on  the  farm. 
In  the  Sievert  family  there  were  six  children:  Mary  (deceased),  August, 
Amelia,  Ernest,  Charles  and  Louisa.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Salsbury  have  had  three 
children:  Malvin,  born  July  29,  1909,  and  died  Jan.  25,  1911;  Lila  E.  was  born 
July  6,  1912;  and  Lloyd  C.  was  born  May  20,  1919.  The  family  faith  is  that  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Andrew  Wintrone  is  one  of  the  real  leaders  among  the  farmers  of  Dallas 
Township.  He  was  born  in  La  Fayette  County,  this  state,  June  20,  1869,  the  son 
of  Trone  and  Gunhild  (Hazelhaugen)  Wintrone.  These  good  people  were  born 
in  Norway,  and  were  there  married.  In  1869  they  came  to  America  and  settled 
in  La  Fayette  County,  Wis.  From  there  they  moved  to  Eau  Claire,  and  in  1871 
came  to  Barron  County,  and  took  a  homestead  in  Section  12,  west,  Dallas  Town- 
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ship.  /He  erected  a  good  set  of  buildings  and  succeeded  in  clearing  up  about 
70  acres.  Here  he  carried  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  until  1910,  when 
he  retired  and  moved  to  the  Village  of  Dallas,  where  he  continued  to  live  until 
his  death,  Oct.  16,  1915,  and  where  his  wife  still  resides.  In  the  family  there 
were  five  children:  Andrew,  Gust,  Theodore,  Anna,  wife  of  John  Amundson, 
of  Dallas  Township,  and  Gina,  wife  of  Charles  Johnson,  of  Ashland,  Wis.  An¬ 
drew  came  to  Barron  county  with  his  parents,  and  attended  the  district  schools. 
As  a  young  man  he  spent  nine  seasons  in  the  woods  and  on  the  river  drives. 
In  1892  he  purchased  80  acres  of  his  father’s  farm.  In  1911  he  purchased  an¬ 
other  eighty.  Later  he  sold  40  acres,  making  him  a  good  place  of.  120  acres. 
He  has  erected  a  good  set  of  buildings,  and  has  continued  the  improvements 
and  developments.  On  this  place  he  successfully-  carries  on  general  farming 
and  dairying,  and  has  a  good  herd  of  cattle  which  he  is  breeding  from  Short¬ 
horns  into  Guernseys.  A  man  of  influence  in  his  community,  Mr.  Wintrone  has 
done  considerable  public  service.  For  six  years  he  was  supervisor  on  the  town 
board.  In  this  capacity  he  looked  well  to  the  administration  of  town  affairs, 
and  was  specially  favorable  to  a  more  efficient  road  repairing  system.;  For  five 
years  he  was  a  valued  member  of  the  school  board.  He  is  an  excellent  type  of 
the  modern  Wisconsin  farmer.  Enterprising  in  spirit,  a  real  friend  of  every 
progressive  movement,  and  ever  willingly  considering  new  ideas  and  improved 
methods,  he  is  hard  working  and  industrious,  and  represents  everything  that  is 
best  in  farm  life.  He  has  taken  stock  in  various  local  enterprises,  including 
the  New  Richmond  Packing  Plant.  Mr.  Wintrone  was  married  May  25,  1895, 
to  Olia  Brooten,  the  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Christie  Brooten,  the  former  of 
whom  is  dead,  and  the  latter  of  whom  is  living  on  the  home  farm  in  Dallas 
Township,  with  her  son,  Ole.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wintrone  have  hstd  ten  children: 
Olga  was  born  April  16,  1896,  and  is  the  wife  of  the  late  Oscar  Hanson,  of 
Maple  Grove  Township.  Frank  was  born  Dec.  29,  1897,  and  died  March  20, 
1917.  Gina  was  born  March  21,  1900.  Bennie  was  born  June  17,  1902.  Hilda 
was  born  Aug.  28,  1904.  Clara  was  born  May  11,  1906.  John  was  bom  April 
4,  1908.  Paul  was  bora' Feb.  21,  1910.  Alma  was  born  Oct.  17,  1912.  Carl 
was  born  May  28,  1916.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran 
Church. 

Dewilton  F.  Blyton,  early  settler  and  prominent  citizen  of  Dallas  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  Sparta,  Wis.,  Oct.  1,  1855,  the  son  of  Thomas  W.  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  (McClure)  Blyton,  natives  of  New  York  State.  These  good  people  came 
westward  in  1850,  and  settled  at  Sparta,  where  he  followed  his  trade  as  a 
carpenter,  erecting  many  of  the  earliest  buildings  in  that  city  and  in  the  sur¬ 
rounding  country.  In  1869  they  came  to  Barron  County,  then  almost  entirely 
a  wilderness,  and  homesteaded  160  acres  in  Section  4,  west,  Dallas  Township. 
There  by  hard  work  they  developed  a  good  farm.  In  1890,  after  twenty-one 
years  of  strenuous  work  on  a  pioneer  farm,  they  retired,  rented  the  place,  and 
moved  back  to  Sparta,  where  he  died  in  1896  and  she  in  1918.  At  the  time  of 
her  death  she  was  more  than  ninety-eight  years  old.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
attended  school  in  Sparta,  but  did  not  have  much  opportunity  for  schooling 
after  the  family  came  here,  when  he  was  fourteen.  He  worked  hard  at  home 
and  assisted  his  parents  in  building  up  their  farm.  In  1874,  when  but  nineteen 
years  old,  he  bought  160  acres  of  railroad  land  in  Section  29,  west,  Dallas 
Township.  This  was  all  wild  land.  He  put  up  a  log  cabin,  moved  his  bride  into 
it,  and  started  to  clear  up  the  land.  After  he  had  his  farm  on  a  productive 
basis,  he  put  up  a  set  of  frame  buildings.  The  house,  with  most  of  its  con¬ 
tents,  was  swept  away  by  fire  in  1907.  Then  he  built  a  still  better  one.  He  is 
a  man  of  considerable  mechanical  ability.  He  operated  the  first  threshing 
machine  ever  brought  to  Dallas  Township,  and  continued  in  this  line  for  21 
consecutive  seasons.  In  1917  he  decided  to  retire.  So  he  rented  his  farm,  and 
moved  to  Ridgeland.  But  he  still  longed  for  the  old  familiar  scenes  surround¬ 
ing  his  farm,  so  on  June  10, 1921,  he  came  back.  Mr.  Blyton  was  married  Dec.  20, 
1873,  to  Florabelle  Grover,  born  in  Maine  Jan.  31,  1857,  the  daughter  of  Wood- 
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bury  S.  and  Angeline  (Potter)  Grover.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  nine 
children:  Otis  M.,  a  farmer  of  Dallas  Township;  Dewilton  W.,  a  farmer  of 
Dallas  Township ;  Oscar  D.,  of  Wibaux,  Mont. ;  Adalbert,  of  Ridgeland ;  Ray¬ 
mond,  of  Wibaux,  Mont.;  Thomas  E.,  a  farmer  of  Dallas  Township;  Angie  Etta 
(deceased);  Dewitt  (deceased),  and  Mildred,  the  wife  of  Eugene  Duietch,  of 
Ridgeland. 

Otis  M.  Blyton,  an  estimable  farmer  of  section  30,  Dallas  township,  was 
born  on  a  pioneer  farm  in  the  township  where  he  still  resides,  Oct.  17,  1873, 
the  son  of  Dewilton  and  Flora  (Grover)  Blyton.  He  attended  the  district 
school,  learned  farming  from  his  father,  and  stayed  at  home  until  after 
attaining  his  majority.  In  1895  he  bought  80  acres  in  section  30,  Dallas  Town¬ 
ship,  and  later  40  acres  more  in  the  same  section,  making  a  total  of  120  acres. 
This  was  all  wild  land.  He  has  fenced  the  entire  tract  and  has  put  60  acres 
under  cultivation.  He  has  also  put  up  a  fine  set  of  buildings.  A  round  barn, 
60  feet  in  diameter,  of  cement  block  and  concrete  structure,  has  just  been 
completed.  It  is  probably  the  best  barn  in  the  Township,  of  its  kind,  and  is  a 
land  mark  for  miles  around.  The  buildings  are  surrounded  with  a  pleasant 
lawn,  the  farm  equipment  is  good,  and  everything  about  the  place  bespeaks 
the  thrift  and  good  judgment  of  the  owner.  Mr.  Blyton  successfully  carries  on 
general  farming  and  dairying,  and  has  a  good  herd  of  Holstein  cattle  headed 
by  a  full  blooded  sire,  and  a  good  herd  of  Duroc- Jersey  swine.  As  the  father 
of  a  family,  he  is  interested  in  education,  and  is  now  serving  with  credit  as 
clerk  of  his  school  district.  Mr.  Blyton  was  married  Oct.  4,  1897,  to  Olive 
Keyes,  who  was  born  at  Holgate,  Ohio,  the  daughter  of  Lucius  and  Hattie 
(Fauver)  Keyes.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blyton  have  twelve  children.  Ailsie  M.  was 
born  June  24,  1899,  and  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  LaFreniere,  of  Minneapolis.  Wil¬ 
bert  F.  was  born  Aug.  3,  1900  and  is  a  barber  at  Ridgeland.  Verna  B.  was  born 
July  1,  1902,  and  is  the  wife  of  Amos  Jacobson,  of  Dallas  Township.  Hattie  C. 
was  born  Feb.  7,  1904;  Nina  P.  was  born  April  20,  1905;  Thomas  W.  was  born 
March  18,  1908;  Irvin  O.  was  born  Nov.  26,  1909;  Eva  R.  was  born  Dec.  27, 
1911;  Clifford  K.  was  born  Dec.  15,  1913;  Otto  M.  was  born  Feb.  3,  1915;  Alta 
F.  was  born  June  5,  1916,  and  Joyce  E.  was  born  Jan.  3,  1918. 

Lucius  Keyes,  for  some  twenty  years  a  substantial  resident  of  Dallas 
Township,  was  born  in  New  York  State  and  was  there  reared  and  educated. 
As  a  young  man  he  came  westward  to  Ohio,  and  there  married  Hattie  Fauver, 
a  native  of  that  state.  In  1892  they  came  to  Wisconsin,  and  settled  on  160  acres 
in  Section  22,  Dallas  Township.  Here  he  put  up  a  set  of  buildings,  cleared 
and  broke  some  of  the  land,  and  became  one  of  the  successful  and  prosperous 
men  of  the  community.  In  1913  he  sold  the  place  and  moved  to  Excellsior, 
Minn.,  where  he  still  lives.  His  wife  died  Sept.  15,  1914.  They  were  the 
parents  of  nine  children:  Wesley,  Eleanor,  Bessie,  Edna,  Walter,  Addie,  Mil¬ 
dred,  Dorothy  and  Olive. 

Andrew  Jergenson,  the  enterprising  proprietor  of  the  well-known  and 
fertile  Clover  Lawn  Stock  Farm,  Section  8,  Clinton  Township,  was  born  in 
Sweden,  July  26,  1863,  the  son  of  George  and  Hannah  Anderson,  who  spent  the 
span  of  their  years  in  the  old  country.  In  the  family  there  were  five  children. 
Ida,  Andrew,  Nels,  Matilda  and  Gertrude,  of  whom  the  three  last  mentioned  are 
dead.  Andrew  was  reared  in  Sweden,  went  to  school  there,  and  as  a  young  man 
worked  on  farms  and  on' the  railroads.  He  came  to  the  United  States  in  1889, 
and  located  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.  For  some  years  he  was  variously  employed, 
at  his  trade  as  a  mason,  on  farms,  in  the  woods,  and  then  for  three  years  in 
building  bridges,  round  houses,  and  the  like.  In  1895  he  came  to  Barron  County 
and  bought  80  acres  in  Section  8,  Clinton  Township.  In  1910  he  added  80  more 
in  the  same  section.  The  first  tract  he  bought  was  all  wild,  covered  with 
standing  timber.  He  built  a  log  cabin,  moved  his  family  into  it,  and  started 
clearing  up  the  land.  With  this  beginning  he  has  built  up  the  farm  which  is 
now  regarded  as  a  model.  He  replaced  the  log  cabin  with  a  frame  building, 
which  he  has  remodeled  with  a  pleasant  7-room  residence,  with  a  number  of 
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conveniences,  including  furnace  heat.  His  barn  is  72  by  22  feet,  with  a  lbah- 
to,  16  by  60  feet,  for  a  cow  barn.  The  set  of  buildings  also  includes  a  silo, 
machine  shed,  two  granaries,  and  the  like,  and  there  is  a  good  well  and  wind¬ 
mill.  The  farm  is  equipped  with  modern  machinery  and  many  labor  saving 
devices.  Here  Mr.  Jergenson  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and 
dairying,  and  has  a  good  herd  of  graded  Airshires.  Cream  is  sold  to  the  Barron 
Creamery  Co.  Mr.  Jergenson  is  interested  in  all  the  affairs  of  the  community, 
and  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  school  board  of  his  district.  Fraternally 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen.  He  was  married  at  Cumberland,  May 
9,  1902,  to  Sarah  Beecroft,  a  native  of  England,  and  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Anna  Beecroft,  who  were  early  settlers  of  Clinton  Township.  Of  the  fourteen 
children  in  the  Beecroft  family  those  now  living  are:  Herbert,  Frank,  Anna, 
wife  of  Al.  Wistrom,  of  Almena;  Thomas,  Harry,  James,  Jane,  wife  of  Matthew 
Matice,  on  the  home  farm;  Alice,  widow  of  George  Baker;  Mary  and  Sarah. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jergenson  have  had  nine  children:  George,  William,  Mildred, 
Ethel,  Norma  and  Benjamin,  at  home;  and  Gertrude,  Thomas  and  Daniel, 
deceased.  They  have  also  an  adopted  boy  Henning,  who  served  eight  months  in 
France  with  a  medical  unit  and  is  now  farming  near  Frederick,  Wis. 

Lebold  Frisle,  early  settler,  was  an  excellent  example  of  the  men  who  came 
to  this  country  with  nothing  but  their  strength  and  ambition,  and  by  hard 
work  and  self  sacrifice  obtained  a  competence  for  themselves  and  an  honor¬ 
able  heritage  for  their  family.  He  was  born  and  reared  in  Austria,  and  there 
married  Frances  Foster,  likewise  a  native  of  that  country.  In  1871  he  started 
for  America  with  his  wife  and  four  children :  Cornelia,  Mary,  Ferdinand  (who 
died  soon  afterward)  and  John.  They  arrived  in  due  time  at  Durand,  Pepin 
County  this  state,  and  for  a  while  Mr.  Frisle  worked  at  such  employment  as  he 
could  obtain,  all  the  time  looking  forward  to  some  day  settling  on  a  farm.  In 
1877  he  walked  into  Barron  County,  and  selected  a  location  on  80  acres  of 
school  land  in  Section  24,  Prairie  Farm  Township.  Soon  afterward  he  drove 
his  family  in  with  an  ox  team,  taking  five  days  to  make  the  trip.  He  put  up  a 
log  house,  16  by  26  feet,  and  a  log  stable,  16  by  20  feet,  and  thus  made  his  start. 
He  had  the  oxen,  he  had  a  few  cows  he  had  brought  in  from  Durand,  and  he 
was  thus  a  little  better  off  than  some  of  his  neighbors.  As  time  passed  he 
built  up  a  good  place  and  added  to  his  possessions  until  he  owned  240  acres. 
After  a  long  and  useful  life,  he  died  April  26,  1918,  at  the  age  of  84  years.  His 
wife  died  July  28,  1911  at  the  age  of  70  years.  In  addition  to  the  children  born 
in  Austria,  two,  Agnes  and  Elizabeth  were  born  in  Durand,  and  four,  Fred, 
Henry,  Julia  and  Christ,  were  born  in  Barron  County.  The  family  faith  is  that 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

John  Frisle,  the  progressive  proprietor  of  the  “Twinkling  Star  Ranch,” 
Section  13,  Prairie  Farm  Township,  was  born  in  Austria,  the  son  of  Lebold  and 
Frances  (Foster)  Frisle,  who  brought  him  to  Pepin  County,  this  state,  in  1871, 
and  to  Prairie  Farm  Township  in  1877.  He  attended  the  Pleasant  Creek  school, 
and  was  reared  to  farm  pursuits  on  the  home  farm.  As  a  young  man  he  worked 
thirteen  winters  in  the  lumber  woods,  and  one  season  on  the  river  drives.  In 
1886  he  purchased,  from  his  father,  80  acres  of  heavily  wooded  land  in  Sec¬ 
tion  24,  Prairie  Farm  Township.  He  put  up  a  frame  house,  14  by  22  by  8  feet, 
and  a  hay  shed,  and  started  to  clear  a  farm  among  the  trees.  As  success  came 
to  him,  he  erected  an  eight-room  modern  home,  and  a  barn  22  by  30  feet,  as 
well  as  other  buildings.  There  he  farmed  for  sixteen  years.  Then,  in  1902, 
he  bought  his  present  place  of  80  acres.  The  location  of  this  place  is  especially 
advantageous  and  sightly,  and  Mr.  Frisle  has  taken  much  pride  in  its  appear¬ 
ance.  He  has  remodeled  and  enlarged  the  house,  he  has  put  up  a  barn,  30  by 
50  feet,  and  made  other  improvements,  including  the  installation  of  electric 
lights  and  running  water.  He  here  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying 
along  profitable  lines.  He  believes  in  everything  that  has  for  its  object  the 
progress  of  the  community,  and  has  taken  shares  in  the  Ridgeland  Co-opera¬ 
tive  Creamery,  the  Prairie  Farm  Co-operative  Store  and  the  State  Bank  of 
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Ridgeland.  Mr.  Frisle  was  married  on  Dec.  31,  1913  to  Mary  Frasl,  who  was 
born  at  Ridgeland,  on  Dec.  27,  1894,  the  daughter  of  Michael  and  Emma  (Cole) 
Frasl.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frisle  have  three  children:  Markie,  Angie  and  Paul. 

Henry  Anderson,  a  representative  farmer  of  Section  17,  Prairie  Farm 
Township,  was  born  in  Norway,  Sept.  24,  1866,  the  son  of  Henry  and  Segret 
(Severson)  Anderson,  and  the  fourth  of  their  eight  children.  He  was  reared 
on  a  farm  in  his  native  land  and  attended  the  parish  schools.  In  1879  he 
came  to  America,  and  found  his  way  to  Menomonie,  Dunn  county,  this  state, 
where  he  found  employment  and  was  sent  to  Cedar  Falls  in  the  same  county. 
In  1888  he  went  to  Polk  County,  this  state,  and  was  there  employed  in  the 
lumber  woods  and  in  sawmills  for  seven  years.  In  1896  he  located  on  80  acres 
of  wild  land  in  Section  17,  Prairie  Farm,  which  he  had  purchased  a  few  years 
previous.  A  log  cabin  had  been  erected  into  which  he  moved  his  wife  and 
child.  Then  he  started  to  clear  the  land  and  establish  a  farm.  For  a  while  it 
was  hard  to  get  along.  But  as  the  years  passed  he  prospered,  and  his  hard 
work  has  resulted  in  well  deserved  success.  He  has  enlarged  the  log  house 
into  a  frame  dwelling,  he  has  built  a  barn,  70  by  34  feet,  and  he  has  put  up 
other  buildings.  He  has  cleared  a  good  part  of  the  land,  he  has  put  up  fences, 
and  he  has  purchased  suitable  tools,  implements  and  machinery.  He  carries  on 
general  farming  on  a  prosperous  scale,  and  has  a  good  dairy  herd.  The  cream 
from  his  herd  is  sold  to  the  Prairie  Farm  Co-operative  Creamery,  in  which  he 
is  a  stockholder.  Mr.  Anderson  is  highly  esteemed  and  respected,  and  is  held 
in  the  highest  regard  for  his  real  worth,  industry,  and  unswerving  integrity. 
He  is  interested  in  good  roads  and  has  served  for  a  while  as  pathmaster.  He 
has  been  active  in  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church  at  Prairie  Farm,  and  has 
served  as  one  of  its  trustees.  Mr.  Anderson  was  married  at  Prairie  Farm  in 
1886,  to  Sophia  Nelson,  who  was  born  in  Norway,  March  1,  1866,  the  daughter 
of  Nils  and  Dedjica  Nelson.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  eight  children : 
Alfred,  Diedrich,  Anna  (wife  of  Otto  Holby  of  Vance  Creek),  Harry,  Anna, 
Inga,  Amanda  and  Julia. 

Carl  Ludwic  Borson,  a  representative  and  industrious  citizen  of  Prairie 
Farm  village,  planing  mill  operator,  threshing  outfit  owner,  and  expert  ma¬ 
chinist  and  engineer,  was  born  in  Jackson  County,  this  state,  Feb.  9,  1866,  the 
son  of  Anton  and  Sarah  (Larson)  Borson.  He  was  brought  to  Sheridan  town¬ 
ship,  Dunn  County,  as  a  child,  attended  the  log  school  house,  and  grew  up  to 
farm  work.  In  1887  he  located  on  a  farm  in  Sheridan  Township,  Dunn  County, 
and  there  successfully  farmed  for  several  years.  In  1900  he  came  to  Prairie 
Farm  Village,  and  has  since  had  charge  of  the  planning  mill  here.  For  twelve 
winters  as  a  young  man,  Mr.  Borson  worked  in  the  lumber  woods  and  for 
thirteen  springs  he  worked  on  the  river  drives.  Being  of  a  mechanical  turn  of 
mind  he  has  been  interested  in  engines  and  machinery  since  boyhood.  Since 
1893  he  has  owned  a  complete  threshing  outfit,  and  for  26  falls  has  operated 
it  in  the  harvest  fields  of  North  Dakota.  He  is  thoroughly  familiar  with  his 
chosen  line,  is  a  man  of  genial  temperament  and  upright  dealing,  and  is 
highly  esteemed  by  all  who  know  him,  being  regarded  as  a  valuable  and  useful 
citizen.  Mr.  Borson  was  married  at  Groutsburg  on  July  12,  1891,  to  Sophie 
Turner,  who  was  born  in  Dunn  County,  this  state  in  1873,  the  daughter  of 
David  and  Soloma  Turner,  of  English  descent.  She  died  in  Prairie  Farm 
Village,  Jan.  11,  1904/  leaving  four  children.  Cleo  is  the  wife  of  Louis  Moe,  of 
Prairie  Farm  Township.  Lou  is  a  telephone  operator  at  Sand  Creek,  in  Dunn 
County.  Bernice  is  a  telephone  operator  at  Cumberland,  in  this  county.  Gus 
is  in  the  United  States  navy.  On  Dec.  23,  1904,  Mr.  Borson  was  married  at 
Prairie  Farm  to  Bertha  Clumpner,  who  was  born  at  Necedah,  Wis.,  in  1866, 
the  daughter  of  William  and  Evelyn  Clumpner.  She  died  at  Prairie  Farm  Vil¬ 
lage  in  October,  1914.  Aug.  27,  1916,  Mr.  Borson  married  Ella,  the  widow  of 
John  E.  Quam,  and  the  daughter  of  Isaac  Sprague,  the  pioneer  of  Prairie  Farm, 
where  she  was  born  in  the  Sprague  Hotel,  on  Feb.  21,  1880.  She  was  married 
in  1904  to  John  E.  Quam,  who  was  born  at  La  Crosse,  Wis.,  Dec.  24,  1872,  spent 
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most  of  his  early  life  in  Barron  and  Dunn  counties,  and  then  moved  to  Spirit 
Lake,  Idaho,  where  he  died  on  Jan.  30,  1912.  He  left  besides  his  wife,  a 
daughter,  Gladys,  who  is  now  a  telephone  operator  at  Prairie  Farm  Village. 
Anton  Borson,  father  of  Carl  Ludwic  Borson,  and  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War, 
was  born  in  Norway  and  was  there  reared  and  attended  school.  He  was  a 
deep  reader  from  early  boyhood,  and  became  a  thorough  believer  in  a  Re¬ 
publican  form  of  government.  Therefore  when  he  learned  of  the  danger  to 
the  American  Republic  in  the  Rebellion,  he  came  to  this  country  and  enlisted 
in  the  Northern  army,  serving  with  distinction  in  Co.  I,  16th  Wis.  Vol.  Inf. 
He  married  Sarah  Larson,  also  a  native  of  Norway,  and  came  to  Sheridan 
Township,  Dunn  County,  to  work  on  the  Washburn  farm.  He  was  well  known 
in  both  Dunn  and  Barron  counties. 

Dedrick  Wold,  building  contractor  and  prosperous  farmer  of  Section  8, 
Prairie  Township,  was  born  in  Tgotha  Kellegbland,  Norway,  July  17,  1874,  the 
son  of  Andreas  and  Inger  Wold,  who  spent  the  span  of  their  years  in  the  old 
country.  Dedrick  was  the  fourth  of  five  children.  He  received  his  education 
in  his  native  land  and  as  a  youth  was  apprenticed  to  a  blacksmith,  from  whom 
he  learned  the  trade.  As  a  young  man  he  married.  He  brought  his  family  to 
America  in  1891,  and  came  directly  to  Barron  County,  where  he  secured  his 
present  tract  of  80  acres  in  section  8,  Prairie  Farm  Township.  The  expenses 
of  making  the  move  were  much  greater  than  he  had  planned,  and  when  he 
reached  here  he  had  but  $60  left.  But  he  started  in  and  got  along  the  best 
he  could.  The  second  year  he  was  able  to  get  a  cow.  The  third  year  he  got 
a  horse.  In  the  thirty  years  that  he  has  occupied  the  farm,  he  has  built 
up  a  most  excellent  place.  The  house,  which  has  been  enlarged  and  improved 
from  time  to  time,  is  a  comfortable  home;  the  barn  is  commodious,  and  the 
sheds  and  out-buildings  are  substantial  and  in  the  best  of  repair.  The  land 
is  well  improved  and  well  fenced.  The  equipment  in  tools,  implements  and 
machinery  is  adequate  in  every  way.  Here  Mr.  Wold  successfully  carries  on 
general  farming  and  dairying,  and  has  a  good  herd  of  stock — Shorthorns  and 
Holsteins.  He  sells  his  cream  to  the  Prairie  Farm  Co-operative  Creamery  in 
which  he  is  a  shareholder.  Since  1905,  Mr.  Wold,  in  connection  with  his 
farming,  has  been  a  building  contractor.  Many  of  the  farm  buildings 
throughout  the  township  testify  to  the  fidelity  with  which  he  has  labored  and 
to  his  skill  as  an  artisan.  Mr.  Wold  is  a  good  citizen  and  a  good  business  man, 
he  has  the  absolute  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  has  dealings,  and  his 
standing  is  without  blemish.  He  is  a  loyal  and  patriotic  citizen,  and  does  his 
duty  in  life  as  he  sees  it.  Mr.  Wold  was  married  in  Norway  to  Sela  Peterson, 
who  was  born  in  1872,  and  died  July  22,  1911.  This  union  was  blessed  with 
nine  children:  Arne  Parelius,  Julius  Invald,  Aage,  Selmer  Dedrick,  Calmar, 
Agnes  Marie,  Astrid  Amanda,  and  Emil  and  Hilda  (twins).  Aage  died  June  1, 
1921.  He  was  born  Sept.  21,  1900.  Mr.  Wold  was  married,  Nov.  26,  1915,  to 
lngeborg  Takle,  who  was  born  in  Norway,  July  31,  1872,  the  daughter  of 
Fortcil  and  Orlaug  Takle.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Luth¬ 
eran  Church. 

Christian  Woxen,  a  worthy  pioneer,  now  deceased,  was  born  in  Norway, 
and  was  there  reared  and  educated.  As  a  young  man  he  married  Randy 
Sorenson.  In  1864  they  determined  to  try  their  fortunes  amid  the  better 
opportunities  of  the  New  World.  Accordingly  they  came  to  this  country, 
making  the  trip  on  an  old  fashioned  sailing  boat.  They  reached  Elk  Mound, 
in  Chippewa  County,  this  state,  just  twelve  weeks  from  the  time  they  had 
bidden  farewell  to  their  old  home.  They  lived  in  Elk  Mound  a  year,  then 
moved  to  Menomonie,  in  Dunn  County,  this  state,  where  they  also  lived  a  year. 
In  1868  he  came  to  Barron  County,  driving  in  with  a  hired  team,  and  bringing 
his  wife  and  two  children,  Anna  and  Bess.  He  settled  on  a  tract  of  wild  land 
in  Section^  80,  Prairie  Farm  Township,  erected  a  log  cabin,  cleared  a  garden 
spot,  and  started  farming  with  a  cow  and  two  pigs.  For  some  years  he  spent 
his  winters  in  the  lumber  woods  to  get  a  little  money  for  the  support  of  his 
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family,  while  he  was  starting  his  farm.  For  a  while  life  was  rather  hard  for 
the  little  family.  The  farm  was  away  from  roads  and  trails,  there  were 
but  few  settlers,  provisions  had  to  be  brought  in  from  far  away  points.  But  soon 
the  township  began  to  grow,  and  neighbors  became  more  plentiful.  Mr.  Woxen 
and  his  wife  were  kindly,  hospitable  people,  and  opened  their  little  cabin  to 
many  of  the  new  comers  who  had  not  yet  erected  their  homes.  As  time 
passed,  Mr.  Woxen  replaced  his  log  cabin  with  a  good  set  of  farm  buildings, 
and  built  up  a  good  farm.  After  a  useful  life  he  died  Dec.  6,  1897,  at  the  age 
of  69.  His  good  wife  died  at  the  same  age  in  1912.  Both  were  Christian  peo¬ 
ple  of  many  excellent  traits,  goodly  church  goers  and  generous  friends,  and 
their  deaths  were  sincerely  mourned.  Their  family  and  their  friends  will 
long  cherish  their  memory.  Of  the  two  children  brought  here,  Bess  died. 
Those  born  on  this  place  were:  Julia,  Conrad,  Mary,  Louis,  Inga,  Rekka  (now 
deceased)  and  Bess  (second).  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian 
Lutheran  Church. 

Conrad  Woxen,  a  progressive  farmer  of  Section  30,  Prairie  Farm  Town¬ 
ship,  is  a  native  of  the  farm  which  he  still  owns  and  operates,  born  June  10, 
1876,  the  son  of  Christian  and  Randy  (Sorenson)  Woxen,  the  pioneers.  He 
was  reared  on  the  home  place,  helped  to  clear  it  up,  attended  school  in  the 
neighborhood  and  learned  farming  from  his  father.  He  gradually  took  over 
the  responsibilities  of  the  place,  and  in  1912  became  its  owner.  He  has  put 
up  a  good  set  of  buildings,  and  has  continued  the  clearing  and  improvement 
of  the  land.  He  believes  in  scientific  methods,  he  farms  along  the  latest 
approved  lines,  and  his  operations  have  been  successful.  He  takes  his  share 
in  everything  that  has  for  its  object  the  betterment  of  the  community  and  he 
is  regarded  as  a  useful  and  valuable  citizen  of  the  community.  For  one  term 
he  did  good  work  as  assessor  of  the  township.  He  has  also  given  excellent 
service  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  his  school  district.  Like  his  parents  be¬ 
fore  him,  he  is  a  loyal  supporter  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church.  His 
sister,  Inga,  keeps  house  for  him. 

Albert  N.  Wilson,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Section  31,  Sumner  Township, 
was  born  in  Brookfield,  Waukesha  County,  this  state,  July  11,  1861,  the  son 
of  Orrin  M.  and  Ladorna  (Grover)  Wilson.  Orrin  Wilson  was  born  in  New 
York  State,  and  came  to  Wisconsin  as  a  young  man.  At  the  outbreak  of  the 
Civil  War,  he  enlisted  in  Co.  A,  28th  Wis.  Vol.  Inf.,  and  served  with  valor,  died 
in  service,  and  is  buried  at  Pine  Bluff,  Ark.  He  married  Ladorna  Grover, 
who  was  born  in  Birdsell,  Algoma  County,  New  York,  April  13,  1836,  and  died 
in  Barron  County,  Wis.,  Dec.  24,  1920,  the  daughter  of  Morgan  L.  and  Harriet 
(Barber)  Grover.  Morgan  L.  Grover  was  born  Dec.  10,  1816,  and  was  married 
in  1833  to  Harriet  Barber.  He  was  the  son  of  Solomon  and  Betsey  (Stowe) 
Grover,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  May  17,  1776,  and  the  latter  Dec.  22, 
1777.  Orrin  Wilson  and  his  wife  had  six  children:  Harriet,  Morgan,  Lamira, 
Byron,  Albert  N.  and  Arthur  O.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in 
Sauk  County,  this  state.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  struck  out  for  himself, 
and  worked  on  farms  and  in  the  lumber  woods.  As  a  young  man  he  home¬ 
steaded  120  acres  in  what  was  then  Bloomer  Township,  but  which  is  now 
Strickland  Township,  Rusk  County,  this  state,  where  he  erected  a  long  cabin 
and  started  clearing  the  land.  By  hard  work  he  developed  a  good  farm  and 
erected  a  suitable  set  of  buildings.  He  attained  prominence  in  his  locality, 
and  for  three  years  was  town  treasurer.  His  first  visit  to  Barron  County  was 
made  in  1877,  when  he  first  started  out  for  himself.  In  1900,  after  selling 
his  homestead,  he  bought  an  improved  farm  of  100  acres  in  Dallas  Town¬ 
ship.  A  year  later  he  sold  out.  At  that  time  he  bought  two  tracts  of  land  in 
Chetek  Township,  160  acres  two  miles  west  of  the  village,  and  80  acres  two 
miles  east  of  it.  In  1902  he  bought  his  present  place  in  Section  31,  Sumner 
Township.  To  make  the  trip  with  his  goods  from  Sumner  Village  to  his  home¬ 
stead,  cutting  the  trail  through  the  woods  as  he  went,  he  took  nine  and  a  half 
days.  The  land  upon  which  he  settled  was  entirely  wild,  a  dismal  tract, 
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covered  with  stumps  and  brush.  But  he  was  accustomed  to  pioneering,  he 
knew  the  possibilities  of  the  fertile  soil,  and  he  set  to  work  with  a  will  to 
develop  a  farm.  He  now  has  a  good  place,  with  good  buildings,  and  is  one  of 
the  substantial  and  successful  men  of  the  community.  He  carries  on  general 
farming,  and  makes  a  specialty  of  a  special  strain  of  full  blooded  registered 
Holstein  cattle.  Mr.  Wilson  is  a  supporter  of  everything  that  is  for  the 
betterment  and  progress  of  the  community,  was  one  of  the  prime  movers  in 
putting  the  rural  telephone  line  in  his  neighborhood,  and  holds  stock  in  the 
telephone  company,  the  creamery  and  the  store.  As  the  father  of  children, 
he  is  a  thorough  believer  in  education,  and  has  done  good  service  on  the 
school  board.  Mr.  Wilson  was  married  at  Chetek,  on  Aug.  12,  1894,  to 
Philinea  C.' Howard,  who  was  born  May  28,  1872,  oldest  of  the  six  children  of 
Thomas  J.  and  Ellen  (Ward)  Howard,  natives  respectively  of  Indiana  and 
Maine,  who  came  to  Barron  County  in  1868,  and  located  on  a  homestead  of 
160  acres  in  Dallas  Township,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He 
died  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  and  she  is  still  living  on  the  homestead.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Wilson  have  five  children:  Madge  Ladorna,  a  teacher;  Myrtle 
Elenora  and  Iva  Pauline,  who  are  training  as  nurses  at  the  Englewood  Hos¬ 
pital,  Chicago ;  Grace  Alberta,  who  is  a  student  at  the  Barron  County  Training 
School,  Rice  Lake;  and  Lillian  Lucille,  at  home.  The  family  faith  is  that  of 
the  Free  Methodist  Church. 

John  Wirth,  the  prosperous  and  progressive  owner  of  the  Boxelder  Grove 
Dairy  Farm,  Section  26,  Prairie  Farm,  is  a  native  of  this  township,  born  in  a 
log  cabin  on  the  home  farm  in  Section  26,  the  son  of  Daniel  and  Katherine 
(Miller)  Wirth,  the  pioneers.  He  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  and  attended 
the  district  school.  As  a  young  man  he  was  employed  for  several  seasons 
as  a  driver  by  John  Quaderer,  a  famous  character  of  the  lumbering  days. 
After  his  death,  Mr.  Wirth  was  similarly  employed  by  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co. 
As  a  driver  he  usually  handled  a  four-ox  team.  In  1896  he  purchased  his 
present  place  of  200  acres.  It  was  then  practically  wild,  no  buildings  having 
been  erected,  and  but  six  or  seven  acres  having  been  broken.  It  is  interesting 
to  contrast  conditions  on  the  farm  then  with  what  they  are  now.  His  first 
home  was  a  small,  house  of  one  room.  Additions  have  been  made  until  it  is 
now  a  pleasant  and  comfortable  farm  home.  The  first  barn  was  a  small 
structure  of  logs,  with  a  roof  made  of  slabs.  The  present  barn,  which  was 
built  in  1916,  is  a  fine  structure,  36  by  80  feet,  with  full  basement.  Both 
house  and  barn  are  illuminated  with  a  carbide  light  system.  Water  was 
obtained  from  an  open  well,  being  drawn  to  the  surface  with  buckets  and 
ropes.  In  the  winter  time  the  ropes  often  had  to  be  thawed  out  in  the 
kitchen,  before  they  could  be  used  to  draw  up  the  water.  Now  water  is 
pumped  from  a  deep  well  by  power,  and  forced  through  pipes  to  the  house 
and  barn.  His  motive  power  for  the  farm  work  was  furnished  by  a  pair  of 
colts,  and  he  had  one  cow  to  supply  milk  for  household  use.  Now  he  has  a 
good  number  of  horses,  a  fine  herd  of  Holsteins,  a  large  drove  of  swine,  and 
other  animals,  and  he  has  tools,  implements  and  machinery  adequate  for  all 
his  work.  The  taxes  the  year  he  bought  the  farm  were  $21.23;  in  1920  they 
were  nearly  $360.  In  the  early  days,  when  he  hauled  hay  and  oats  to  Barron, 
he  received  $4  a  ton  for  the  hay  and  eleven  cents  a  bushel  for  the  oats,  a 
decided  contrast  to  the  prices  received  for  farm  produce  during  the  World 
War.  Busy  as  he  has  been  in  building  up  his  farm,  Mr.  Wirth  has  found  time 
to  take  an  interest  in  the  things  that  have  counted  in  the  upbuilding  of  the 
community  at  large.  When  the  Ridgeland  Creamery  was  proposed,  he  was  the 
second  man  that  signed,  and  he  is  now  its  manager.  He  is  a  shareholder  in  the 
Farmers  State  Bank  of  Ridgeland,  the  Farmers  Store  Company,  and  the 
Prairie  Farm  Telephone  Co.  In  town  affairs  he  has  been  constable  and  he  has 
served  on  the  school  board  of  his  district.  He  is  a  member  of  the  German 
Lutheran  Church,  and  was  a  member  of  the  building  committee  when  the 
present  church  was  built  in  1916  in  Prairie  Farm  Township.  Mr.  Wirth  was 
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married  July  21,  1898,  to  Lena  Kurschner,  who  was  born  in  Prairie  Farm 
Township,  March  7,  1879,  the  daughter  of  Valentine  and  Wilhelmena  Kurch- 
ner,  the  pioneers.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  a  fine  family  of  ten 
children:  Mabel,  Edwin,  Eva,  Alma,  Emil,  Otto,  May,  Alice,  Paul  and  Laura, 
all  of  whom  are  at  home. 

Bert  A.  Johnson,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Section  5,  Sumner  Township,  is 
a  fine  example  of  the  modern,  progressive  and  public  spirited  men,  of  old 
American  families,  who  have  left  the  fertile  acres  and  established  prosperity 
of  the  states  to  the  south,  to  cast  their  fortunes  with  the  people  of  this  part 
of  the  state  which  is  still  in  the  making.  He  is  a  thorough  expert  in  his  line, 
he  believes  in  modern  methods,  he  is  genial  and  generous  in  temperament, 
and  he  is  one  of  the  real  leaders  in  the  community,  and  an  active  factor  in 
the  forces  which  are  moulding  the  destinies  of  the  county.  He  was  born  in 
Russell,  Lucas  County,  Iowa,  June  26,  1882,  son  of  Daniel  and  Mary  (Schrum) 
Johnson,  natives  respectively  of  Ohio  and  Indiana,  and  both  descended  from 
long  lines  of  Colonial  ancestry.  Daniel  Johnson  came  west  to  Illinois  as  a 
young  man,  married  there,  and  then  came  to  Lucas  County,  Iowa,  where  he 
farmed  the  remainder  of  his  days.  During  the  Civil  War  he  served  three 
years  and  six  months  in  Co.  I,  6th  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry.  The  subject  of 
this  sketch  was  the  ninth  of  ten  children.  He  was  reared  on  the  home  farm, 
and  as  a  young  man  took  over  its  management.  He  there  carried  on  general 
farming,  and  made  a  specialty  of  Shorthorn  cattle,  Shropshire  sheep,  and  good 
standard  horses.  April  3,  1917,  he  came  to  Barron  County,  and  purchased  160 
acres  in  Sections  6  and  6,  Sumner  Township,  and  80  acres  in  Section  32, 
Doyle  Township.  He  has  started  in  with  a  will  to  meet  the  changed  con¬ 
ditions  he  found  here,  and  he  is  meeting  with  excellent  success.  He  carries 
on  general  farming,  and  makes  a  specialty  of  full  blooded  Jersey  cattle,  and 
good  sheep  and  horses.  He  has  a  deep  faith  in  the  future  of  this  region,  and 
is  enthusiastic  as  to  the  possibilities  here.  Mr.  Johnson  was  married  June  8, 
1904,  to  Katherine  Kimler,  born  at  Albia,  Iowa  on  Sept.  18,  1884,  daughter  of 
Benjamin  Kimler,  of  Monroe  County,  Iowa.  This  union  has  been  blessed 
with  five  children:  Clel,  born  Aug.  10,  1906;  Dean,  born  Feb.  10,  1909;  Dwain, 
born  Oct.  20,  1913;  Lee,  born  Sept.  10,  1916,  and  Carrol,  born  April  12,  1918. 

Paul  Alton,  a  successful  farmer  of  Section  6,  Sumner  Township,  was  born 
on  the  home  place  in  Section  7,  this  township,  June  20,  1883,  the  son  of 
Peter  and  Ingeborg  Alton,  early  settlers.  He  was  reared  on  the  home  place, 
attended  the  district  schools,  and  learned  farming  from  his  parents.  In  1912, 
he  bought  his  present  place  of  80  acres.  The  farm  was  developed  to  a  certain 
extent,  and  he  has  continued  the  improvements.  He  has  erected  a  sightly 
modern  home,  put  an  addition  on  the  barn,  and  erected  two  new  silos.  Here 
he  successfully  carries  on  general  farming,  and  pays  particular  attention  to 
a  good  herd  of  Jersey  cattle.  He  takes  an  active  part  in  the  affairs  of  the 
community,  and  believes  in  progress  and  betterment  along  all  lines.  He  is 
a  stockholder  in  the  Shipping  Association. 

Martin  I.  Borgen,  a  modern  and  progressive  farmer  of  Section  23,  Dallas 
township,  was  born  in  Eau  Claire,  Wis.,  son  of  Hans  and  Magdalena  (Steven¬ 
son)  Borgen,  early  settlers,  now  living  retired  in  Dallas  Village.  He  attended 
the  district  school,  learned  farming  from  his  father,  and  worked  with  his 
parents  until  he  was  of  age.  Then  for  some  years  he  was  variously  employed. 
In  1903,  he  purchased  80  acres  in  Section  23,  Dallas  Township,  and  in  1917  he 
added  the  80  acres  of  the  A.  S.  Pelton  farm,  making  in  all  a  good  place  of  160 
acres  of  excellent  land.  He  has  put  up  a  good  set  of  modern  buildings.  The 
house  and  barn  are  both  equipped  with  many  comforts  and  conveniences,  in¬ 
cluding  the  Delco  lighting  system  and  running  water.  The  buildings  are  in 
the  best  of  repair  and  are  a  sightly  feature  of  the  landscape,  surrounded  by 
pleasant  yards  and  lawns.  A  beautiful  evergreen  hedge  north  of  the  house 
was  set  out  in  1909  by  Mr.  Borgen  when  two  feet  high,  they  are  now,  1921, 
20  feet  high.  The  farm  is  well  tilled  and  well  fenced,  and  well  supplied  with 
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tools,  implements  and  machinery.  The  stock  consists  of  a  herd  of  graded 
Holsteins  and  a  herd  of  graded  Herefords,  each  headed  by  a  full  blooded  sire. 
Mr.  Borgen  is  a  fine  type  of  the  modern  farmer.  He  keeps  thoroughly  abreast 
of  the  tinges,  he  reads  the  farm  journals  and  bulletins,  he  adopts  new  de¬ 
velopments  to  local  conditions,  and  he  is  farming  in  a  sensible  and  profitable 
manner.  As  a  public  spirited  citizen  he  takes  his  share  in  everything  that  is 
for  the  best  good  of  the  community.  As  the  father  of  children,  he  is  a  be¬ 
liever  in  education,  and  for  several  years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  school 
board  of  which  he  was  the  clerk  for  three  years.  In  this  capacity  he  is  doing 
most  excellent  work.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Dallas  Telephone  Co.  Mr. 
Borgen  was  married  at  Dallas  on  Dec..  14,  1905,  to  Ellen  Amdall,  who  was  born 
at  Roland,  Story  County,  Iowa,  June  29,  1882,  the  daughter  of  Ove  and 
Agatha  (Barke)  Amdall,  the  former  of  whom  farmed  in  Barron  County  about 
ten  years,  and  now  lives  in  Minnesota,  and  the  latter  of  whom  died  Jan.  6, 
1897.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Borgen  have  five  children:  Otto,  born  Oct.  11,  1906;  Mabel, 
born  Aug.  31,  1908;  Morris,  born  Oct.  1,  1910:  Grace,  born  March  28,  1912; 
and  John,  born  Sept.  27,  1914;  a  bright  family  of  lively  and  well-behaved 
children  who  are  doing  well  with  their  studies  in  the  public  schools.  The 
family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Isaac  H.  Baland,  a  progressive  citizen  owning  a  fine  farm  of  160  acres  in 
Section  26,  Dallas  Township,  was  born  in  Menomonie,  Dunn  County,  this 
state,  Feb.  4,  1873,  the  son  of  Torger  and  Carrie  (Peterson)  Baland.  These 
good  people  came  to  America  as  children,  and  were  reared  in  Wisconsin,  where 
as  a  young  man  he  did  railroad  work,  and  in  1873  settled  on  a  farm  in  Dunn 
County,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  he  dying  in  1897  and 
she  in  1888.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  attended  the  schools  of  his  native 
county,  learned  farming  from  his  father,  and  remained  with  him  until  his 
death.  Then  he  became  engineer  in  a  brick  yard  at  Menomonie.  In  1902  he 
came  to  Barron  County,  and  bought  80  acres  in  Section  36,  Dallas  Township, 
where  he  put  up  a  good  set  of  buildings  and  cleared  about  twenty-five  acres. 
He  became  well  known,  and  was  elected  school  treasurer,  serving  for  several 
terms.  In  1915,  he  sold  that  farm,  and  bought  120  acres  in  Section  26.  Four 
years  later  he  bought  40  acres  more  in  the  same  section.  He  repaired  the 
buildings  and  erected  some  new  ones.  He  has  brought  the  place  to  a  high 
degree  of  cultivation,  and  has  developed  it  into  one  of  the  best  farms  in 
the  neighborhood.  Here  he  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and 
dairying.  His  herd  is  composed  of  mixed  Guernseys  and  his  swine  are  Duroc- 
Jerseys.  He  believes  in  scientific  methods,  and  keeps  well  abreast  of  the 
times  in  all  his  operations.  In  1909  he  was  elected  assessor  and  served  with 
fairness  and  satisfaction  for  eight  years.  Then  in  1917  he  was  elected  chair¬ 
man  of  the  township,  in  which  position  he  is  still  serving.  He  advocates 
progress  and  improvements,  he  is  a  friend  of  good  roads,  and  has  faith  in 
development  along  all  lines.  His  work  has  given  general  satisfaction  to  the 
voters.  As  a  member  of  the  county  board  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  on  roads  and  bridges,  and  in  this  capacity  has  won  commendation 
throughout  the  county.  He  has  taken  his  share  in  various  co-operative  effort, 
and  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers’  Store  at  Dallas.  Fraternally  he  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Beavers.  Mr.  Baland  was  married  in  Dallas  Township  May  10, 
1896,  to  Verna  Bishop,  who  was  born  in  Dunn  County,  the  daughter  of  David 
and  Mattie  Bishop,  and  died  in  December,  1907.  This  union  was  blessed  with 
six  children.  Archie  was  born  July  18,  1897,  and  was  inducted  into  service  for 
the  World  War  in  October,  1918,  trained  at  Camp  Shelby,  Miss.,  in  Co.  7, 
of  Infantry,  and  is  now  a  garage  man  in  Dallas.  Van  was  born  Oct.  12,  1898, 
and  lives  at  Duluth,  Minn.  Carrie  was  born  March  8,  1900,  and  married  Henry 
Peterson,  of  Prairie  Farm.  Maude  was  born  Nov.  21,  1902.  Victor  was  born 
July  24,  1906.  Malcolm  was  born  Dec.  13,  1907.  On  Nov.  24,  1910,  Mr. 
Baland  married  Eda  Richard,  who  was  born  at  Juneau,,  Dodge  County,  Wis., 
May  16,  1877,  the  daughter  of  William  and  Gunhild  -(Tollefson)  Richard, 
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natives  respectively  of  Germany  and  Norway,  who  in  1886  moved  from 
Juneau,  Dodge  County,  to  Pierce  County,  also  in  this  state,  where  the  father 
still  lives  and  where  the  mother  died  Oct.  28,  1909.  Mrs.  Baland  was  the 
youngest  of  four  children,  the  others  being  Albert,  William  and  Charles  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Baland  have  had  two  children:  William  R.,  born  Aug.  8,  1917,  and 
Allen  C.,  born  Feb.  13,  1919. 

Markus  Gilbertson,  a  substantial  citizen  of  Section  3,  west,  Dallas  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  Norway,  Feb.  16,  1867,  the  son  of  Gilbert  and  Mary 
(Engebretson)  Gunderson.  He  attended  school  in  Norway,  and  as  a  young 
man  worked  on  farms  and  in  a  malting  plant.  He  came  to  America  in  1903, 
and  bought  40  acres  in  Section  3,  west,  Dallas  Township,  this  county  He 
fixed  up  the  house,  erected  a  barn  and  outbuildings,  and  cleared  some  twenty 
acres.  There  he  carried  on  general  farming  for  nine  years.  In  1912  he  traded 
his  farm  for  another  tract,  consisting  of  60  acres  in  the  same  section.  Here 
he  put  Up  a  good  set  of  buildings,  including  a  pleasant  home,  and  a  barn, 
erected  in  1919,  and  furnished  with  the  James  equipment.  He  has  cleared 
about  thirty  acres,  some  of  which  he  had  to  stump.  As  a  farmer  and  dairy¬ 
man  he  is  making  a  good  living,  and  as  a  good  citizen  he  is  doing  his  duty  in 
every  respect.  Mr.  Gilbertson  was  married  in  Norway,  Nov.  16,  1893,  to 
Gurena  Solie,  the  daughter  of  Ole  and  Leah  (Winthrop)  Solie,  both  now  de¬ 
ceased.  Mrs.  Gilbertson  died  Feb.  24,  1920.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gilbertson  had 
seven  children.  Gilbert  was  born  Dec.  6,  1894,  and  is  now  in  Penn,  N.  D. 
Ole  wae  born  Dec.  24,  1896,  and  lives  in  Coopertown,  N.  D.  Elling  was  born 
Oct.  20,  1899,  and  lives  in  Bloomer,  Wis.  Leonard  was  born  Dec.  22,  1904; 
Lillie  was  born  June  16,  1907;  Martha  was  born  Nov.  26,  1908,  and  William 
was  born  April  19,  1913.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran 
Church. 

Roy  A.  Huseth,  energetic  farmer  of  Section  10,  Dallas  Township,  and 
veteran  of  the  World  War,  is  a  native  of  this  county,  born  on  the  pioneer  farm 
where  he  still  resides,  April  7,  1896,  the  son  of  Erick  and  Julia  (Amundson) 
Huseth,  natives  of  Norway,  and  early  residents  of  this  county.  He  was  reared 
on  the  home  place,  attended  the  district  schools,  and  learned  farming  from  his 
father.  He  was  inducted  into  the  United  States  service,  April  2,  1918,  and 
trained  at  Camp  Casey,  Wash.,  with  Headquarters  Company,  48th  Coast  Ar¬ 
tillery.  From  there  he  was  sent  to  Camp  Stewart,  Va.  He  was  sent  to 
France,  in  August,  of  the  same  year,  landing  at  Brest.  He  again  reached  the 
United  States,  March  8,  1919,  and  was  discharged  March  28,  1919,  at  Camp 
Grant,  Rockford,  Illinois.  Then  he  returned  home  and  rented  his  father's 
farm  in  Section  10,  Dallas  Township.  He  is  an  industrious,  hard  working 
young  man,  ambitious  and  popular,  and  is  already  getting  a  good  start  in  life. 
He  is  one  of  the  leaders  among  the  young  people,  and  is  held  in  high  esteem. 
He  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  and  is  developing  a  good  herd 
of  Holstein  cattle.  Like  the  other  members  of  the  family,  he  a  member  of  the 
Norwegian  Lutheran  Church  at  Dallas  and  is  loyal  in  his  support.  His  sister, 
Palma,  keeps  house  for  him. 

Hans  Arneson,  a  pioneer  of  Section  6,  Sumner  Township,  was  born  in 
Norway,  May  23,  1838,  and  was  there  reared  and  educated.  He  came  to 
America  in  1868,  and  found  his  way  to  Wisconsin.  He  was  married  in  Vernon 
County,  Wis.,  on  Nov.  10,  1871,  to  Oline  Olson,  who  was  born  in  Norway, 
Nov.  23,  1844,  and  came  to  America  in  1871.  After  their  marriage,  they 
lived  in  Vernon  County,  this  state.  In  1872,  they  came  to  Barron  County, 
riding  in  with  a  neighbor.  They  located  on  Section  6,  Sumner  Township, 
where  they  erected  a  log  cabin  and  started  home  making.  They  had  little  to 
start  with.  In  domestic  animals  they  had  not  even  a  chicken.  For  tools  they 
had  an  ax,  a  hoe,  an  iron  bar,  a  shovel  and  a  spade,  and  little  more.  Their 
furniture  consisted  of  some  crude  makeshifts,  and  their  household  utensils 
were  few  indeed.  But  they  had  faith  and  courage,  and  in  time  they  achieved 
success.  They  were  both  devout  people  and  some  of  the  earliest  services 
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of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  congregation  were  held  in  their  log  cabin.  After 
a  long  and  useful  life,  he  died  May  30,  1910,  and  his  good  wife  is  still  living. 
In  the  family  there  were  five  children:  Arnt,  Oluf,  Carl,  Martin  and  Hannah. 

Ludwig  Alton,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Section  5,  Sumner  Township,  is  a 
native  of  this  township,  born  on  the  old  home  place  in  Section  7,  June  26, 
1881,  the  son  of  Peter  and  Ingeborg  Alton.  He  was  reared  on  the  home 
farm,  attended  the  district  school,  and  also  took  courses  in  the  Rice  Lake  High 
School.  As  a  youth  he  spent  several  winters  in  the  lumber  woods.  By  this 
means  he  saved  $50.  This  $50  he  invested  as  first  payment  on  80  acres  of 
land  in  his  home  section.  About  four  acres  had  been  cleared,  but  no  buildings 
had  been  erected.  He  started  in  with  almost  nothing  to  work  with,  and 
gradually  improved  the  place  until  he  had  a  good  house  and  barn,  and  a  part 
of  the  land  cleared.  In  1909  he  sold  out  and  moved  to  his  present  place,  which 
is  the  old  homestead  of  his  wife’s  father,  Hans  Arneson.  He  has  continued 
the  improvements  on  this  place,  and  has  erected  a  silo  and  sheds.  He  carries 
on  general  farming,  and  makes  a  specialty  of  Guernsey  cattle.  He  is  a  friend 
of  every  movement  which  has  for  its  object  the  betterment  of  farm  conditions, 
and  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers’  Co-operative  Store  at  Canton,  and  the 
Farmers’  Telephone  Company,  as  well  as  a  member  of  the  Guernsey  Breeds 
ers  Association.  Mr.  Alton  was  married  June  6,  1906,  to  Hannah  Arneson, 
born  on  the  place  where  they  now  live,  Feb.  7,  1884,  the  daughter  of  Hans 
and  Oline  (Olson)  Arneson.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  six  children: 
Ollie,  Harriett,  Violet,  and  Lindsey.  Harold,  the  oldest,  died  at  the  age  of  two 
years  in  1908,  and  Hubert  died  March  9,  1921,  at  the  age  of  one  year  and 
seven  months.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Peter  Alton,  a  pioneer  of  Sumner  Township,  was  born  in  Norway,  Jan.  6, 
1830,  descended  from  a  good  line  of  Norwegian  ancestry.  He  was  reared  and 
educated  in  that  country,  and  on  May  3,  1864,  married  Ingeborg  Olson,  who 
was  born  in  that  country,  April  29,  1840.  In  1869  they  came  to  America  with 
their  two  children,  Anna  and  Olena.  Upon  reaching  Wisconsin  they  stopped 
a  short  time  at  Neenah,  in  Winnebago  County,  and  then  located  in  Portage 
county,  where  they  farmed  for  a  number  of  years.  In  the  middle  seventies 
they  came  to  Barron  County,  and  secured  160  acres  of  wild  land  in  Section 
7,  Sumner  Township.  At  first  they  had  but  little  to  do  with.  He  had  to  walk 
to  Rice  Lake  or  the  old  town  of  Sumner  to  do  his  trading,  bringing  supplies 
home  on  his  back.  The  first  summer  he  purchased  a  cow,  and  in  time  raised 
and  trained  two  of  her  calves  for  oxen.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alton  were  true  pioneers, 
and  underwent  all  the  experiences  incident  to  life  in  this  part  of  the  county  in 
the  early  days.  In  their  log  cabin,  16  by  16  feet,  the  first  Norwegian 
Lutheran  services  were  held  in  this  vicinity.  With  the  passage  of  the  years 
they  prospered,  and  in  time  built  up  a  good  farm.  He  died  May  12,  1911,  and 
his  widow  is  still  living  on  the  home  place.  Two  children  already  mentioned, 
Anna  and  Olena,  were  born  in  the  old  country.  Nettie  was  born  in  Portage 
County,  this  state.  Christ,  Ludwig  and  Paul  were  born  on  the  place  in 
Barron  County. 

Christ  Alton,  a  well-known  farmer  of  Section  7,  Sumner  Township,  was 
born  in  a  lob  cabin  on  the  place  where  he  still  resides,  Feb.  9,  1875,  the  son 
of  Peter  and  Ingeborg  Alton.  He  was  reared  here,  attended  school,  and 
learned  farming  from  his  father.  He  gradually  assumed  the  responsibilities 
of  the  place,  and  on  June  13,  1902,  in  partnership  with  his  brother,  Paul,  took 
over  its  management.  Since  1911  he  has  managed  it  alone,  and  has  purchased 
35  acres  more.  He  has  continued  the  improvements  made  by  his  father.  He 
built  over  the  house,  and  erected  a  new  barn,  36  by  92  feet,  with  cement  floor, 
and  equipped  with  patent  stanchions  and  other  modern  appliances.  He  carries 
on  general  farming  and  dairying,  and  is  already  well  started  on  the  road  to 
success.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers’  Store  at  Canton.  Mr.  Alton  was 
married  at  Sumner  in  May,  1913,  to  Lena  Peiper,  born  in  Sumner  Township, 
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the  daughter  of  John  Peiper.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alton  have  one  bright  boy,  Walter 
Clifford,  born  July  30,  1914. 

Raymond  E.  Malone,  postmaster  at  Canton,  and  manager  of  the  Farmers’ 
Store,  is  one  of  the  active,  influential  men  of  the  community,  and  is  well  liked 
by  all  who  know  him.  As  postmaster  he  has  given  general  satisfaction,  and 
as  merchant  he  is  known  for  business  ability  and  fair  dealing.  He  is  a  native 
of  this  county,  born  on  the  old  townsite  of  Sumner,  in  Sumner  Township, 
Sept.  10,  1880,  the  son  of  John  E.  and  Fannie  (Grilley)  Malone,  being  the 
second  of  four  children.  As  a  small  boy  he  attended  the  rural  schools.  At 
the  tender  age  of  ten  he  started  out  for  himself  by  working  on  neighboring 
farms  for  his  board  and  lodging  and  care.  He  was  a  sturdy  youth  of  seven¬ 
teen  when  he  went  to  Superior,  Wis.,  and  became  identified  with  the  fuel 
business,  one  year  as  a  driver  and  then  eleven  years  in  the  yards.  From  there 
he  returned  to  Barron  County,  and  became  a  clerk  in  a  general  store  at  Canton. 
Later  he  owned  a  store  here.  He  was  appointed  postmaster  in  1910,  and 
became  manager  of  the  Farmers’  Store  in  1919.  He  is  known  for  his  ability 
as  an  accountant  and  record  keeper  as  well  as  a  merchant,  and  has  been  clerk 
both  of  Sumner  Township,  and  of  his  school  district.  He  was  married  Dec. 
26,  1901  to  Flora  Louise  White,  daughter  of  Henry  John  White,  and  they  have 
three  children,  Ralph,  Guy  and  Jack. 

Artemus  Ward  Kingsley,  a  substantial  citizen  of  Section  20,  Sumner 
Township,  was  born  in  Juneau  County,  Wis.,  Sept.  20,  1853,  the  son  of  Elias 
and  Patience  (Broadway)  Kingsley.  These  worthy  people,  natives  of  New 
York  State,  started  out  in  the  forties,  and  reached  Racine  by  a  sailboat  trip 
on  the  Great  Lakes.  Five  years  later,  in  1851,  they  came  westward  to  Juneau 
County,  and  there  located  in  the  wilderness.  Baraboo,  the  trading  point,  was 
30  miles  away  in  Sauk  County.  The  trip  with  an  ox  team,  taking  grain  to 
market  and  bringing  back  provisions  was  a  long  and  tiresome  one,  and  some¬ 
times  beset  with  danger.  When  groceries  were  running  low,  and  the  trails 
were  impassible  to  teams,  some  member  of  the  family  had  to  make  the  trip 
afoot,  bringing  supplies  home  on  their  shoulders.  Here  the  parents  spent  the 
remainder  of  their  lives,  and  developed  a  good  farm  which  became  a  part  of  a 
flourishing  and  prosperous  community.  Artemus  was  the  youngest  of 
thirteen  children,  and  is  the  only  one  of  the  family  now  living.  His  early 
schooling  was  limited,  but,  having  an  aptitude  for  books,  he  has  studied  and 
read  deeply  by  himself,  and  has  acquired  a  broad  fund  of  information.  He 
learned  farming  from  his  parents,  and  has  devoted  his  life  to  that  pursuit. 
In  1882  he  came  to  Barron  County,  and  secured  a  tract  of  land  in  Section  27, 
Sumner  Township.  This  land  he  has  cleared  and  cultivated,  erected  a  good 
set  of  buildings,  and  developed  and  improved  a  good  place,  which  he  later 
sold.  For  many  years,  while  working  a  part  of  the  time  on  his  farm,  he  was 
identified  with  the  lumbering  industry.  He  has  logged,  worked  on  river 
drives  and  in  the  sawmills,  and  has  been  familiar  with  every  phase  of  the 
lumbering  industry  in  this  locality.  It  is  interesting  to  note,  historically,  that 
he  scaled  the  first  lumber  that  went  to  Canton  from  the  old  Sumner  Township. 
He  has  been  active  for  many  years  in  public  life,  and  in  the  old  days,  before 
the  primary  laws  were  enacted,  was  a  delegate  to  numerous  conventions  and 
sat  on  various  committees.  He  is  assessor  of  Sumner  Township,  as  he  has 
been  at  intervals  for  a  long  period,  and  gives  general  satisfaction  by  his 
knowledge  of  local  conditions  and  values,  and  his  absolute  justness  and  fair¬ 
ness.  Those  qualities  of  fairness  also  marked  his  administration  as  a  justice 
of  the  peace.  Mr.  Kingsley  married  Matilda  Murray,  who  died  in  1895  at  the 
age  of  forty.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kingsley  had  two  fine  sons.  Norman  W.  lives  in 
the  eastern  part  of  Wisconsin.  Percy,  the  foster  son  of  Eugene  Silas  Lowell, 
and  known  as  Percy  Lowell,  is  one  of  the  leading  young  men  of  this  part  of 
the  county. 

John  Halvorson,  an  industrious  and  successful  farmer  of  Section  5, 
Sumner  Township,  was  born  in  the  pioneer  log  cabin  of  his  parents  on  the 
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Section  where  he  now  resides,  April  18,  1877,  the  son  of  Olaus  and  Ellen 
(Jorgenson)  Halvorson,  the  early  settlers.  He  grew  to  manhood  on  the  home 
plaice,  attended  the  neighborhood  school,  and  learned  farming  from  his 
father  and  brothers.  He  was  not  yet  of  age  when  he  bought  80  acres  in  the 
home  section.  This  he  started  developing  with  the  assistance  of  his  brothers. 
He  put  up  a  house,  a  barn  38  by  74  feet,  a  silo  of  glazed  tile  14  by  42  feet,  and 
other  buildings.  In  1909  he  moved  there  with  his  bride.  He  has  added  to  the 
place  until  he  owns  280  acres  of  good  land,  and  has  continued  the  improve¬ 
ments  and  developments.  The  house  and  barn  are  equipped  with  electricity 
and  other  modern  machinery,  and  the  appliances,  tools,  implements  and  ma¬ 
chinery  are  of  the  best.  Mr.  Halvorson  is  a  man  of  influence  and  importance 
in  the  community  and  has  worthily  won  prosperity  and  success.  He  has  been 
an  official  of  the  Farmers’  Telephone  Co.  and  Farmers’  Co-operative  Store  Co. 
at  Canton,  and  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Barron  Creamery  Co.  He  is  also  an 
active  member  of  the  Guernsey  Breeders  Association.  Mr.  Halvorson  was 
married  June  23,  1909,  to  Gunda  Manstad,  who  was  born  in  Gulbransdalen, 
Norway,  the  daughter  of  Guldbran  and  Helena  (Sather)  Manstad,  the  former 
of  whom  was  a  veterinary  surgeon,  and  a  man  of  high  standing  in  his 
community.  In  the  Manstad  family  there  were  nine  children:  Otto,  Julius, 
Clara,  Eliza,  Oleana  (deceased),  Pleana  (deceased),  Helga  (deceased),  Gunda, 
Petra  and  Edward.  Clara  is  still  in  Norway,  and  the  rest  of  those  living  are 
in  the  United  States.  Mrs.  Halvorson  came  to  the  United  States  in  1902, 
alone,  remained  in  New  York  two  years,  in  Duluth  one  year,  and  then  came 
to  Barron  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Halvorson  have  three  children:  Ethel  Helen, 
born  June  12,  1910;  Clara  Olive  born  Oct.  19,  1912,  and  Frank  William,  born 
June  5,  1916.  The  family  attends  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Cameron, 
in  which  Mr.  Halvorson  is  an  official. 

Olaus  Halvorson,  one  of  the  most  honored  and  respected  of  the  early 
settlers  of  the  county,  was  born  in  the  northern  part  of  Norway,  Dec.  4, 
1833,  and  was  there  reared  and  educated.  As  a  young  man  he  married  Ellen 
Jorgenson,  the  daughter  of  a  neighbor.  There  three  children  were  born, 
Lizzie,  now  wife  of  L.  O.  Melby,  of  St.  Paul ;  Anna,  the  widow  of  Frank  Caesar, 
and  now  living  in  the  old  home,  and  Olive,  the  widow  of  Axel  A.  Ahlroth,  and 
living  in  Los  Angeles.  As  the  family  began  to  grow,  the  parents  determined 
to  seek  the  wider  opportunities  of  a  newer  country.  Accordingly  they  set 
out,  April  16,  1869.  The  voyage  on  water  occupied  twelve  weeks,  and  during 
that  time  they  were  aboard  seven  different  boats.  They  reached  the  States 
by  way  of  the  St.  Lawrence  river.  Part  of  the  land  trip  was  made  aboard  to 
cattle  train  in  the  same  car  with  some  of  the  cattle,  also  some  on  boats.  They 
reached  their  journey’s  end,  July  4,  1869,  at  Eau  Claire,  Wis.  Two  years  later, 
they  drove  to  Barron  County  with  an  ox  team,  a  son,  Peter,  being  born  on  the 
trip.  Here  they  secured  160  acres  of  wild  land  in  Section  5,  Sumner  Township. 
The  wife  and  children  lived  for  a  while  with  the  family  of  an  early  settler, 
Ole  Olson,  at  Colfax,  before  coming  to  Barron  County.  Mr.  Halvorson  at 
once  began  putting  up  a  log  cabin,  the  first  on  the  north  side  of  Rock  Creek, 
a  branch  of  Pokegema  Creek.  The  ruins  of  this  historic  cabin  are  still  stand¬ 
ing.  As  soon  as  the  walls  were  up  and  the  roof  completed  the  family  moved 
in.  The  first  bed  consisted  of  brush  laid  on  the  ground,  for  the  cabin  had  no 
floor  except  the  native  earth.  A  young  heifer  had  been  secured  to  supply 
milk  for  the  children,  but  it  died  after  three  milkings.  The  family  had  no 
money,  and  the  father  had  to  work  in  the  woods  and  the  mills  to  support  his 
loved  ones  before  the  farm  became  productive.  The  wife  was  thus  left 
alone  in  a  country  swarming  with  Indians,  who  looked  with  none  too  friendly 
eye  on  the  coming  of  the  white  settlers.  Then,  too,  there  were  many  rough 
characters  among  the  whites  who  were  wandering  through  the  region.  Often 
the  lone  mother,  annoyed  and  frightened,  would  gather  her  four  babies  to¬ 
gether  and  flee  to  the  cabin  of  some  far-away  neighbor  for  protection  and 
comfort.  The  younger  generation  of  the  present  day  little  realizes  the  con- 
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ditions  here  a  half  a  century  ago.  There  were  no  roads  except  the  “tote" 
roads  of  the  lumber  companies.  Stores  were  far  away,  and  provisions  were 
usually  brought  in  on  the  settlers’  backs.  Mr.  Halvorson  carried  on  his 
back  provisions  from  Eau  Claire.  This  region  was  a  wilderness,  dreary  in  the 
extreme,  with  standing  timber  and  brush.  Wheat  had  to  be  taken  to  far¬ 
away  places,  the  trip  taking  several  days.  There  was  little  of  what  we  now 
call  comfort.  The  cabins  were  rough  and  crude,  there  was  little  furniture, 
the  women  had  little  to  do  with  in  the  way  of  household  utensils,  and  the 
farms  were  worked  with  the  simplest  of  tools.  But  the  Halvorsons,  like  the 
others  pioneers,  had  faith  and  courage,  they  were  willing  to  work  hard,  and 
in  time  success  crowned  their  efforts.  They  built  up  a  good  place,  and  are 
now  numbered  among  the  best  and  most  useful  citizens  of  the  community. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Halvorson  are  venerated  for  what  they  are  and  for  what  they 
have  done,  and  are  greatly  revered  by  all  who  know  them,  especially  the 
younger  generations.  In  addition  to  the  four  children  already  mentioned,  five 
more,  William,  Georgia,  John,  Elsie  and  Albert,  were  born  in  this  county. 
William  owns  the  home  place.  John  and  Albert  are  well-known  farmers 
operating  places  in  the  township.  Georgia  is  the  widow  of  L.  H.  Montgomery, 
and  lives  on  the  old  home  place.  Elsie  is  the  wife  of  C.  C.  Leslie,  of  Los 
Angeles.  There  are  twenty-five  grandchildren  and  sixteen  great  grand¬ 
children. 

William  Halvorson,  an  influential  and  prosperous  farmer  of  Section  5, 
Sumner  Township,  was  born  in  the  old  log  cabin  on  the  place  where  he  still 
lives,  Sept.  13,  1873,  the  son  of  Olaus  and  Ellen  (Jorgenson)  Halvorson,  the 
pioneers.  He  was  reared  on  the  home  place,  attended  the  district  schools,  and 
learned  farming  from  his  father.  As  a  young  man  he  rented  the  home  place 
in  partnership  with  his  brother,  Albert.  Later  he  bought  out  his  brother,  and 
now  owns  the  farm  alone.  He  has  continued  to  develop  the  place  ever  since  he 
first  started  helping  his  parents  as  a  boy.  He  has  a  comfortable  home, 
equipped  with  many  conveniences  including  an  electric  light  plant  and  run¬ 
ning  water.  He  has  a  good  barn,  38  by  70  feet,  with  full  basement,  and 
furnished  with  scientific  appliances.  His  silo,  built  of  stone,  17  by  33  feet,  is 
probably  the  largest  in  the  county,  possibly  in  this  whole  part  of  the  state. 
The  other  buildings  are  fully  in  keeping  with  the  house  and  barn.  Mr.  Hal¬ 
vorson  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  and  makes  a  specialty  of 
a  fine  herd  of  full  blooded  Guernsey  cattle.  Mr.  Halvorson  has  not  cared  for 
public  life,  but  has  been  drafted  several  times  for  service  on  the  town  board. 
He  has  been  an  officer  of  the  Shipping  Association  and  of  the  Guernsey  Breed¬ 
ers’  Association.  Since  early  boyhood  he  has  been  a  faithful  attendant  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Cameron,  and  is  now  one  of  its  officers-  He 
is  a  good  farmer  and  a  good  citizen,  and  his  judgment  is  always  respected  by 
all  who  know  him. 

Johannes  L.  Ekenstedt,  now  deceased  for  some  thirty  years,  but  in  his 
day  a  solid  resident  of  Lakeland  Township,  was  born  in  Sweden,  and  was  there 
reared  and  educated.  He  married  Caroline  Johnson.  In  1882  he  brought  his 
family  to  this  country,  landed  at  New  York,  lived  a  short  time  in  Helock, 
Minn.,  and  then  came  to  Barronett,  this  county,  and  secured  120  acres  in 
Lakeland  Township,  Section  32.  He  put  up  a  set  of  log  buildings,  cleared 
about  40  acres,  and  gradually  built  up  a  good  place.  This  was  accomplished, 
however,  only  in  the  face  of  great  dfficulties  and  through  the  suffering  of  many 
hardships.  The  family,  arriving  at  Barronett,  could  find  no  lodging  place, 
and  accordingly  took  up  their  quarters  for  the  first  night  in  a  box  car;  but 
they  had  hardly  got  comfortably — or  uncomfortably — settled,  when  an  un¬ 
sympathetic  brakeman  compelled  them  to  vacate  their  quarters,  and  they  spent 
the  rest  of  the  night  in  a  hay  barn.  The  next  day  the  only  dwelling  they  could 
find  was  an  old  log  house,  the  previous  occupants  of  which  had  had  typhoid 
fever,  and  into  this  they  were  obliged  to  move.  As  a  result  five  of  the  family 
caught  the  fever,  and  were  attended  by  Dr.  Hopkins,  who  in  view  of  their 
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circumstances  saw  little  prospect  of  getting  his  pay.  They  then  moved  to 
their  homestead,  which  was  seven  miles  away,  the  route  lying  through  the 
woods,  through  which  they  had  to  walk,  carrying  those  who  were  still  sick. 
They  could  only  get  to  town  by  boat  and  trail,  and  at  first  had  only  a  raft  for 
that  part  of  the  journey  which  was  made  by  water.  When  Mr.  Ekenstedt 
built  his  house  he  conveyed  his  lumber  on  a  two-wheeled  cart,  which  he  pushed 
before  him.  It  took  a  number  of  trips  and  he  made  use  of  the  railroad  track 
as  a  highway  until  one  day  the  section  crew  took  his  cart  away  from  him  and 
broke  it  up.  When  Knapp,  Stout  and  Co.  built  their  dam  near  his  farm,  back¬ 
ing  up  the  water  so  that  it  covered  his  land,  they  gave  him  120  acres  of  land 
in  lieu  of  damages.  Like  the  other  settlers  he  lost  everything  when  the  great 
fire  swept,  but  undaunted  by  this  disaster,  he  set  to  work  and  established 
himself  once  more.  After  a  useful  life  filled  with  hard  work  and  triumph 
over  difficulties,  he  died  Feb.  14,  1900.  His  wife  survived  him  a  number  of 
years,  passing  away  Nov.  11,  1918.  Their  children  are  Johannes,  Louis,  Albert, 
Victor,  Davis  B.  and  Richard  J.  Mr.  Ekenstedt  was  a  member  of  the  Swedish 
Lutheran  church  and  for  some  time  served  on  the  school  board  of  his  dis¬ 
trict. 

David  B.  Ekenstedt,  an  energetic  farmer  of  Section  33,  Cumberland  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  Sweden,  Dec.  18,  1875,  the  son  of  Johannes  L.  and  Caroline 
(Johnson)  Ekenstedt.  He  was  a  small  boy  when  he  was  brought  to  Lakeland 
Township,  this  county,  and  here  attended  school  and  learned  farming  from 
his  father.  When  the  father  died  in  1900,  David  B.  and  his  brother,  Richard 
J.,  bought  the  farm,  and  operated  it  until  1906.  They  then  bought  80  acres  in 
Sections  17  and  20.  They  stumped  the  entire  tract,  and  cleared  30.  acres. 
They  also  erected  a  good  set  of  buildings.  In  1919  they  purchased  158  acres 
in  Section  33,  in  the  same  township.  There  they  now  successfully  carry  on 
general  farming  and  dairying,  and  have  a  good  herd.  Mr.  Ekenstedt  is  a 
good  business  man  and  a  good  farmer,  he  has  been  familiar  with  this  region 
for  nearly  forty  years  and  is  thoroughly  acquainted  with  local  conditions.  As 
a  good  citizen  he  has  realized  his  public  duty  to  the  community.  For  eight 
years  he  did  most  excellent  and  satisfactory  service,  from  1907  to  1916,  as 
town  supervisor,  and  he  has  also  been  a  valued  member  of  the  school  board  of 
his  district.  When  the  two  brothers  started  in  for  themselves  David  had 
only  60  cents  and  Richard  one  dollar,  but  they  took  a  logging  contract  from 
Dave  Keist,  and  by  hard  and  persistent  work  achieved  success  and  supported 
their  mother.  David  B.  Ekenstedt  was  married  March  24,  1904,  to  Ellen 
Bjerman,  who  was  born  in  Sweden  on  July  18,  1880,  the  daughter  of  Nick  and 
Clara  (Anderson)  Bjerman,  the  former  of  whom  is  dead,  and  the  latter  of 
whom  lives  in  Clinton  township.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  seven  chil¬ 
dren.  Lucille  V.  was  born  Feb.  19,  1905;  Estella  was  born  March  20,  1907; 
Clara  was  born  Oct.  6,  1909;  Delbert  was  born  June  8,  1911;  William  was 
born  Nov.  11,  1914;  Lena  was  born  Sept.  8,  1918;  and  Ellard  was  born  June 
10,  1921. 

Richard  J.  Ekenstedt,  an  active  citizen  of  Section  33,  Cumberland  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  Sweden,  July  14,  1880,  and  was  brought  to  Lakeland  Town¬ 
ship,  this  county,  as  an  infant.  He  was  reared  here,  learned  farming  from  his 
father,  and  has  devoted  practically  all  his  life  to  farm  work.  For  two 
winters  he  worked  in  the  woods  for  the  Beaver  Lake  Lumber  Co.,  and  for  three 
winters  he  worked  at  Cumberland  City,  building  heavy  logging  sleds.  In  1900 
he  and  his  brother  bought  the  home  farm  in  Lakeland  Township,  in  1916  they 
bought  a  farm  in  Cumberland  Township,  and  in  1919  bought  the  present  farm. 
In  connection  with  successfully  farming  together,  they  have  operated  a 
threshing  outfit  for  some  twenty  seasons.  Mr.  Ekenstedt  is  taking  his  part 
in  neighborhood  affairs,  he  is  a  good  citizen  and  a  worthy  man,  and  stands 
well  with  all  who  know  him.  For  some  years  he  has  done  the  township  good 
service  as  constable. 
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Joseph  N.  Cain,  a  substantial  farmer  owning  120  acres  in  Section  18, 
Sumner  Township,  has  developed  a  good  farm  from  the  wilderness,  has  done 
his  part  in  the  growth  and  progress  of  the  community,  and  is  one  of  the  solid 
men  of  the  township,  admired  for  his  worth,  his  industry  and 'his  sterling 
qualities.  He  was  born  in  the  Province  of  Ontario,  near  the  United  States 
boundary,  April  23,  1850,  son  of  David  and  Mary  (Saunders)  Cain,  the  former 
a  native  of  Vermont  and  the  latter  also  of  Vermont.  Joseph  N.  came  to  Wis¬ 
consin  at  the  age  of  twenty,  and  for  a  while  worked  on  farms  in  Chippewa 
County.  Later  he  came  to  this  county,  and  worked  on  farms  near  the  old 
townsite  of  Sumner  in  Sumner  Township.  In  1873  he  took  a  homestead  of  160 
acres  in  Section  18,  Sumner  Township.  This  was  all  wild  land.  He  built  a 
log  cabin  and  started  to  establish  a  home  in  the  wilderness.  At  that  time 
there  were  only  a  few  houses  in  this  vicinity.  He  secured  an  ox  team,  and  a 
cow  or  two,  and  the  first  year  managed  to  get  in  a  small  acreage  of  crops.  To 
this  place  he  brought  his  bride.  By  working  early  and  late,  and  using  good 
judgment  in  their  operations,  they  have  developed  a  good  farm,  and  have 
achieved  prosperity.  Eighty  acres  of  the  original  homestead  have  been  sold 
and  forty  acres  added.  Mr.  Cain  carries  on  general  farming  and  is  building 
up  a  fine  dairy  herd  of  graded  Holsteins.  His  financial  holdings  include 
stock  in  the  State  Bank  of  Canton.  Mr.  Cain  was  married  at  Edge  Point,  Wis., 
March  31,  1878,  to  Rosana  Jordan,  who  was  born  in  Milwaukee,  July  17,  1859, 
the  daughter  of  Michael  and  Catherine  Jordan.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cain  had  four 
children :  Milton  J.,  Edith,  Eunice  and  Catherine.  Milton  J.  is  at  home.  Edith, 
is  the  deceased  wife  of  the  late  A.  N.  Anderson.  Eunice  is  at  home.  Catherine 
is  the  wife  of  Lome  Doty,  of  Superior,  Wis.  Mrs.  Cain  died  Oct.  2,  1906. 

Christian  Bandli,  an  early  settler,  now  living  in  Section  6,  Sumner  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  Switzerland,  Feb.  1,  1836,  and  there  grew  to  adult  years.  In 
1868  he  married  Elizabeth  Wiestanner,  who  was  born  in  that  country,  Jan.  12, 
1844.  Four  children  were  born,  John,  Anna,  Lucy  and  Elsbeth.  The  family 
came  to  America  in  1873,  and  located  in  Chippewa  County,  this  state.  In  1878 
they  drove  in  to  Barron  County,  and  located  in  Doyle  Township.  There  they 
lived  for  fifteen  years.  The  oldest  son,  John,  a  young  man  of  unusual  promise, 
died  there  at  the  age  of  seventeen.  In  1893  the  family  settled  on  160  acres 
in  Section  6,  Sumner  Township,  and  moved  into  a  small  log  cabin,  which  stood 
on  the  place.  In  the  meantime,  four  more  children,  Christian,  Henry,  Mary 
and  Christ  were  bora.  The  family  set  to  work  with  a  will  to  establish  their 
new  home,  and  in  time  made  many  improvements.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bandli  still 
live  on  the  place,  but  many  years  ago  retired  from  active  work.  They  are  held 
in  high  esteem  throughout  the  community,  and  the  declining  years  of  their  life 
are  ones  of  peace  and  contentment. 

Henry  Bandli,  a  well  known  farmer  of  Section  6,  Sumner  Township,  was 
bora  in  Chippewa  Falls,  Oct.  14,  1876,  the  son  of  Christian  ahd  Elizabeth 
(Wiestanner)  Bandli,  natives  of  Switzerland.  He  came  to  the  present  place 
with  the  family,  and  gradually  took  over  its  management.  He  now  makes  a 
home  for  his  father  and  mother,  his  sister,  Anna,  keeping  house.  He  helped 
his  father  make  over  the  log  cabin  into  a  modern  residence,  and  he  has  built 
a  new  barn  and  a  large  silo,  and  made  other  improvements.  He  takes  an 
active  part  in  everything  that  he  believes  to  be  for  the  good  of  the  community, 
and  has  been  chairman  of  the  township  board,  and  as  such  a  valuable  member 
of  the  county  board.  He  has  also  served  on  the  school  board.  He  is  a  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Farmers'  Co-operative  Store  of  Canton,  a  stockholder  in  the  Canton 
Shipping  Association,  and  has  been  on  the  sales  committee  of  the  Guernsey 
Breeders  Association.  All-in-all,  he  is  a  useful  member  of  the  community  and 
is  well  liked. 

Christian  Bandli,  Jr.,  a  progressive  farmer  of  section  8,  Sumner  town¬ 
ship,  was  bora  in  a  log  cabin  in  Doyle  Township,  this  county,  Dec.  29,  1881, 
the  son  of  Christian  and  Elizabeth  (Wiestanner)  Bandli,  natives  of  Switzer¬ 
land.  He  was  reared  to  farm  pursuits  by  his  parents  and  educated  in  the 
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rural  schools.  He  came  to  Sumner  Township,  with  his  parents,  and  remained 
on  the  home  place  until  1912,  when  he  bought  his  present  place  of  120  acres 
in  Section  8.  No  buildings  had  then  been  erected.  He  has  put  up  a  good 
house,  a  barn,  36  by  50  feet,  and  a  silo,  12  by  36  feet,  as  well  as  other  build¬ 
ings.  The  buildings  are  well  equipped  with  electric  lights  and  running  water. 
He  has  also  developed  the  land.  He  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying, 
and  has  a  One  herd  of  Guernsey  cattle.  Mr.  Bandli  is  active  in  all  community 
enterprises,  and  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers’  Co-operative  Store  at  Can¬ 
ton,  and  a  member  of  the  Guernsey  Breeders  Association.  He  and  his  wife 
are  faithful  adherents  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Cameron,  which 
body  he  has  efficiently  served  as  treasurer  for  some  time.  Mr.  Bandli  was 
married  July  17,  1912,  to  Hannah  Melbye,  who  was  born  in  St.  Paul,  Dec.  14, 
1883,  the  daughter  of  Lauritz  0.  and  Lizzie  (Halvorson)  Melbye,  and  grand¬ 
daughter  of  Olaus  and  Ellen  Halvorson,  the  pioneers.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bandli 
are  the  parents  of  three  children:  Lois  Elizabeth,  Margaret  Olive  and  John 
Christian. 

Gust  John  Boortz,  a  representative  farmer  of  Section  33,  Sumner  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  Germany,  Nov.  17,  1878,  the  son  of  Herman  and  Otelia 
(Kruger)  Boortz,  who  brought  him  to  Section  29,  Sumner  Township,  in  1880. 
He  was  reared  here  and  attended  the  district  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  In 
1899,  he  went  to  Superior,  Wis.,  and  was  employed  in  the  ship  building  yards 
there  for  eleven  years.  During  this  time  he  helped  to  build  many  of  the 
famous  freighters  which  now  ply  the  Great  Lakes.  In  1910  he  came  back  to  Bar¬ 
ron  County,  and  bought  his  present  place  of  80  acres  in  Section  33.  An  old  log 
house  then  stood  on  the  place  and  a  part  of  the  land  had  been  cleared.  To  the 
development  and  operation  of  this  farm  he  has  since  devoted  his  atten¬ 
tion.  He  has  greatly  improved  the  land  and  has  erected  a  fine  set  of 
buildings,  including  a  modern  cement  house  which  he  put  up  in  1917.  He 
takes  much  pride  in  his  place  and  it  is  pointed  out  to  visitors  as  a  model  farm. 
Mr.  Boortz  is  one  of  the  real  leaders  in  his  community.  He  believes  that  farm 
life  is  the  most  desirable  life  in  the  country  today,  and  he  is  in  favor  of 
everything  which  makes  farm  labor  pleasant.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  Greenwood  Social  Center  Club,  and  is  now  its  president.  This  is  a  notable 
community  center  project.  Meetings  are  held  with  educational,  musical  and 
social  programs,  and  the  club  has  already  resulted  in  much  good,  especially 
among  the  young  people.  Mr.  Boortz  is  also  a  thorough  believer  in  community 
co-operative  effort,  and  he  is  one  of  the  founders  and  the  present  president 
of  the  Farmers’  Co-operative  Store  of  Canton.  He  is  likewise  a  stock  holder 
in  the  Canton  Shipping  Association.  In  public  life  he  is  doing  his  duty  as  a 
good  citizen,  and  has  been  the  efficient  clerk  of  School  District  No.  2  for  five 
years.  Mr.  Boortz  was  married  on  June  18,  1904,  to  Ella  Lee,  of  Superior, 
Wis.,  daughter  of  Nels  and  Christina  Lee,  natives  of  Norway,  who  came  to 
America  as  young  people,  and  were  married  in  Wisconsin.  The  father  died 
when  Ella  was  six  months  old,  leaving  her  and  another  sister,  Hilda.  The 
mother  later  married  Odin  Olson,  and  to  this  union  was  born  one 
child,  Ida.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Olson  now  live  at  Superior,  Wis.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Boortz  have  ten  children :  Henrietta  Christina,  Clarence  Herman,  Ernest  Otto, 
Neil  Herman,  Floyd  Raymond,  Laurna  Silverta,  Norene  Ida,  Glen  Gustave, 
Elaine  Gendina  and  Clyde  Arndt.  The  two  first  named  died  in  Superior,  Wis. 

Carl  J.  Orn,  of  Orndale  Farm,  a  representative  farmer  of  Section  36, 
Clinton  Township,  was  born  in  Sweden,  Sept.  1,  1871,  the  son  of  Jacob  and 
Anna  Orn,  also  natives  of  that  country.  The  father  was  reared  in  his  native 
land,  worked  for  some  years  in  the  smelting  plants  there.  In  1893  he  came  to 
this  country,  and  after  living  in  Minnesota  for  a  short  time,  came  to  Barron 
County  the  same  year  and  bought  40  acres  in  Section  35,  Clinton  Township. 
He  was  getting  a  start  on  this  place,  when  he  died  in  1896.  His  wife  con¬ 
tinued  to  live  there  until  her  death  in  1910.  In  the  family  there  were  five 
children:  Axel  T.,  Christina,  Hulda,  Selma  and  Carl  J.  Christina  is  the  wife 
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of  Carl  Sundquist,  and  lives  in  Sweden.  Selma  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Osten, 
and  lives  in  Minneapolis,  Minn.  Hulda  is  the  wife  of  E.  J.  Carlson,  who 
farms  in  Clinton  Township.  Carl  J.  was  reared  in  Sweden,  and  went  to  school 
there.  As  a  youth  he  worked  in  the  smelters,  in  a  pulp  mill  and  on  farms.  In 
1889,  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  he  came  to  the  United  States,  and  settled 
at  Ironwood,  Mich.,  where  he  worked  on  a  steam  pump  in  the  iron  mines.  In 
1892  he  went  to  Minnesota,  and  there  chopped  wood  in  the  winter  and  worked 
on  a  farm  in  the  summer.  In  the  spring  of  1893  he  became  a  teamster  in 
Minneapolis,  Minn.  In  August  of  that  year  he  came  to  Barron  County,  and 
bought  40  acres  in  Section  35,  Clinton  Township.  After  his  father’s  death,  he 
took  care  of  his  mother,  and  was  deeded  the  home  place  of  40  acres.  Later 
he  bought  40  acres  from  his  brother,  Axel,  making  a  farm  of  120  acres  in 
Sections  35  and  36.  Here  he  has  built  up  as  fine  a  place  as  is  to  be  found  in 
this  vicinity.  The  present  farm  with  its  neat  buildings,  its  sightly  yard,  its 
well  tilled  acres,  its  fences,  its  excellent  equipment  of  tools,  implements  and 
machinery,  and  its  sleek  stock,  all  bespeaking  the  thrift,  hard  work,  good 
taste  and  sound  judgment  of  the  owner,  are  in  decided  contrast  to  the  wild 
cut-over  brush  and  stump  land  that  he  found  here.  The  home  is  a  pleasant 
nine-room  residence,  with  a  number  of  conveniences,  including  hot  water  heat. 
The  barn  is  32  by  60  feet,  the  silo  is  14  by  32,  and  the  other  buildings  include 
a  granary,  machine  shed,  and  garage.  About  90  acres  are  under  the  plow. 
Here  Mr.  Orn  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  He  has 
a  good  herd  of  full  blooded  Guernseys,  headed  by  a  full  blooded  sire.  It  is 
worthy  of  note  that  in  1907,  he  brought  a  full  blooded  Guernsey  cow  to  his 
farm,  which  was  the  first  in  Barron  County.  In  exhibiting  he  has  secured  the 
first  prize  on  the  junior  heifer  and  champion  heifer  of  the  show.  It  was  in 
1917  that  he  started  with  advance  registered  work  in  his  herd  of  cows.  The 
following  items  show  his  records :  Leetana,  of  Orndale,  No.  73,465 ;  class  F.  F., 
two  and  a  half  years  old;  butter  record  is  for  one  year;  pounds  of  milk, 
6,275.70;  butter  fat,  360.36  pounds.  Raretan’s  Linda,  of  Orndale,  No.  80,932; 
class  G;  one  year,  eleven  months  old;  pounds  of  milk,  6,834.20;  butterfat, 
363.43  pounds.  Ruby,  of  Orndale,  No.  43,828;  class  A;  milk,  10,073.80  pounds; 
butter  fat,  513.97  pounds.  Glenwood’s  Gay  Lass,  of  Orndale,  No.  41,523;  class 
A;  milk,  8,386.20  pounds;  butterfat,  524.79  pounds.  Imported  Gay  Lass,  of 
Sarnia,  No.  35,654;  class  A;  milk,  8,159.10  pounds;  butterfat,  425.58  pounds. 
Raretan’s  Gay  Lass,  of  Orndale,  No.  58,600;  class  A;  milk,  10,757.30  pounds; 
butterfat,  612.40  pounds.  Lady  Glenwood,  of  Orndale;  sold  to  Weilip  Bros., 
of  Rice  Lake,  Barron  County;  class  A;  butter  record,  517  pounds  of  butterfat. 
Bessie,  of  Orndale,  sold  to  L.  Gordon,  Jr.;  class  F,  in  240  days  has  made,  milk 
8,576.6  pounds;  butterfat  452.13  pounds.  Mr.  Orn  was  married  Nov.  27,  1900, 
at  Barron,  to  Ida  Viberg,  who  was  born  in  Pepin  County,  Wis.,  Feb.  5,  1877, 
the  daughter  of  Carl  and  Augusta  Viberg,  who  spent  their  lives  in  Sweden. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Orn  have  five  children,  Eleanor,  Stella,  Nininan,  Selma  and 
Leonard,  all  of  whom  are  living  at  home. 

Ole  Tharaldson,  a  representative  farmer  of  Section  10,  Clinton  Township, 
proprietor  of  the  sightly  Vermillion  River  Valley  Farm,  was  born  in  Norway, 
Sept.  1,  1868,  the  son  of  Tharal  and  Ingeborg  Mollon.  Tharal  Mollon  is  a 
man  of  considerable  importance  in  his  home  town  of  Homnes,  Stausdale,  Nor¬ 
way.  He  has  been  a  banker  for  58  years  and  a  merchant  for  a  longer  period, 
and  now  at  the  age  of  90  years  is  one  of  the  oldest  business  men  in  his  region. 
He  has  had  fifteen  children.  By  his  first  wife  he  had  eight,  of  whom  four  are 
living.  By  his  second  wife  he  has  seven,  of  whom  six  are  living.  Ole  Tharald¬ 
son,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  but  six  years  old  tthen  he  lost  his  mother. 
He  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native  land,  and  as  a  youth  learned  the 
cobbler’s  trade.  At  the  age  of  nineteen,  in  1887,  he  came  to  the  United  States, 
and  found  his  way  to  Minneapolis.  With  headquarters  there  he  worked 
clearing  land,  as  a  harvest  hand,  as  a  railroad  section  hand  and  as  a  carpen¬ 
ter.  For  a  time  he  was  a  miner  in  Michigan.  In  1900  he  came  to  Barron 
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County  and  started  farming  on  rented  land.  His  first  purchase  was  of  a 
40-acre  tract  in  Section  3,  Clinton  Township.  Later  he  sold  this  and  bought 
his  present  place  of  80  acres  in  Section  10.  When  he  acquired  the  place,  a 
frame  house  was  standing  on  it.  He  has  remodelled  and  repaired  the  house, 
and  has  just  completed  an  addition,  16  by  18  feet,  with  14-foot  posts,  and 
furnished  with  a  full  basement.  He  has  also  put  up  a  good  barn  and  other 
buildings.  Here  he  has  continued  successfully  engaged  in  general  farming, 
stock  raising  and  dairying.  His  cattle  are  graded  Holsteins,  headed  by  a  full 
blooded  sire.  The  farm  is  named  the  Vermillion  River  Valley  Farm,  and  is 
not  only  fertile  and  well  equipped,  but  is  also  beautifully  located,  making  an 
ideal  Barron  County  farm  in  every  particular,  and  bespeaking  the  thrift  and 
intelligent  hard  work  of  the  owner.  Mr.  Tharaldson  was  married  Dec.  3, 
1900,  at  Minneapolis,  to  Bertha  Salverson,  who  was  born  in  Norway,  Nov. 
21,  1867,  the  daughter  of  Salver  and  Elie  Thomasson,  the  former  of  whom 
was  a  postman  in  Norway,  and  both  of  whom  are  now  dead.  Of  their  family 
of  nine  children  there  are  now  living  four.  Thelma  is  in  Norway;  Salver  is 
in  New  York;  Gera  is  the  wife  of  Ole  Fosstberg,  of  Alberta,  Canada,  and 
Bertha  is  the  wife  of  Ole  Tharaldson.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tharaldson  have  a  son, 
Emil,  who  was  born  Oct.  28,  1901,  and  who  assists  his  father  on  the  farm. 

Ole  Torgerson,  a  substantial  and  respected  citizen  of  Section  6,  Clinton 
Township,  was  born  in  Norway,  Nov.  26,  1850,  the  son  of  Torger  and  Johannah 
Christianson,  both  of  whom  spent  the  span  of  their  years  in  Norway, 
where  the  father  was  a  blacksmith.  In  the  family  there  were  two  chil¬ 
dren,  Ole  and  Hawkan.  Ole  was  reared  in  his  native  land,  attended  school 
there,  and  as  a  youth  worked  on  neighboring  farms.  In  1884  he  came  to  the 
United  States,  and  found  his  way  directly  to  Barron  County,  reaching  Prairie 
Farm  Village,  on  June  30,  1884.  Here  he  entered  the  employ  of  Knapp, 
Stout  &  Co.,  at  $20  a  month,  making  hay  in  the  summer,  and  working  in  the 
lumber  camps  in  the  winter.  In  the  spring  of  1885  he  started  on  the  lumber 
drives  for  a  short  time,  but  left  that  to  enter  the  employ  of  Louis  J.  Breen, 
Arland  Township,  first  on  his  farm  and  then  in  the  hay  fields.  In  the  fall  he 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Beaver  Lake  Lumber  Co.  at  Cumberland.  In  the 
spring  of  1886,  he  went  to  work  in  the  mills  at  Comstock.  That  winter  he 
worked  for  Miller  &  Waterman  in  the  woods.  In  the  spring  of  1887  he  went 
to  work  for  the  Omaha  line,  making  his  headquarters  for  some  years  at  Turtle 
Lake,  and  then  at  Comstock.  In  1898  he  bought  64  acres  in  Clinton  Township, 
to  which  not  long  after  he  added  40  acres  more,  making  in  all,  104  acres, 
located  in  sections  5  and  6,  Clinton  Township.  When  he  secured  the  tract  it 
was  covered  with  timber.  Out  of  this  he  has  built  up  an  excellent  farm.  He 
has  cleared  the  land,  put  up  a  set  of  buildings,  and  since  1902  has  carried  on 
general  farming  and  dairying  here.  He  has  a  herd  of  mixed  Holsteins  and 
Guernseys,  and  a  good  drove  of  swine.  Mr.  Torgerson  was  married  July  3, 
1897  at  Cumberland,  this  county,  to  Louisa,  the  widow  of  Tom  Anderson,  and 
the  daughter  of  Benedick  and  Carrie  Larson,  natives  of  the  northern  part  of 
Norway,  who  came  to  this  country,  and  for  many  years  farmed  in  Cumberland 
Township,  this  county,  ending  their  days  at  the  home  of  Ole  Torgerson,  in 
Clinton  Township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Torgerson  have  five  children:  Theodore, 
Olga,  Helmer,  Josie  and  Lennox.  Olga  is  cashier  in  a  store  at  Cumberland. 
By  her  first  marriage,  Mrs.  Torgerson  had  three  children,  Matilda,  Alma  and 
Laura  Anderson.  In  the  old  country  she  learned  the  trade  of  weaving,  and 
,  she  now  occupies  her  spare  time  in  weaving  carpets  and  rugs  for  her  neigh¬ 
bors  and  friends,  her  handicraft  being  in  high  demand.  The  family  adheres 
to  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church  in  Clinton  Township,  of  which  Mr. 
Torgerson  has  been  the  custodian  for  some  time. 

Joseph  Stauner,  a  highly  regarded  resident  of  Almena,  has  lived  in  this 
vicinity  for  31  years,  and  has  many  interesting  stories  to  tell  of  his  ex¬ 
periences  in  the  early  days  when  the  county  was  still  in  the  making.  He  was 
born  in  Bavaria,  Germany,  July  16,  1861,  son  of  Casper  and  Mary  Stauner, 


Diqi 


Google 


414 


HISTORY  OF  BARRON  COUNTY 


the  other  children  in  the  family  being  Michael,  George,  Charles,  Sebastian, 
Mary,  and  Minnie,  all  of  whom  came  to  America  with  the  parents  in  June, 
1891.  Joseph  was  reared  in  the  old  country,  and  on  Feb.  6,  1889,  married 
Filmina  Guener,  who  was  born  April  20,  1862.  In  November,  1891,  he  brought 
his  wife  and  baby,  Joseph,  to  the  United  States  and  joined  the  other  members 
of  the  family  at  Almena,  arriving  here  with  just  $62  in  cash.  The  father  had 
secured  40  acres  of  land  on  the  edge  of  Almena  Village,  near  where  the 
Almena  Creamery  is  now  located,  and  had  erected  a  log  cabin.  Joseph  and  his 
wife  and  baby  moved  into  this  cabin  with  the  parents,  and  began  to  develop 
the  place.  At  first  they  had  only  a  cow  and  six  chickens.  Later  they  bought  a 
pair  of  young  steers  and  broke  them  in  as  oxen.  They  were  without  a  wagon, 
so  Mr.  Stauner  made  himself  a  wagon  with  wooden  wheels.  The  first  year  he 
threshed  17  bushels  of  wheat.  While  hauling  this  wheat  in  his  home  made 
wagon  with  his  half-broken  oxen,  he  had  a  runaway,  loosing  the  entire  load. 
For  some  years  he  devoted  his  time  and  attention  to  building  up  the  place. 
The  buildings  were  swept  away  in  the  great  fire  of  1898,  and  Mr.  Stauner 
then  went  to  Poskin,  in  Clinton  Township,  and  secured  80  acres  of  wild  land. 
He  erected  a  log  house  and  started  clearing  the  land.  In  time  he  developed 
a  good  place  and  put  up  a  good  set  of  modern  buildings.  There  he  successfully 
farmed  until  the  fall  of  1920,  when  he  turned  the  management  of  the  place 
over  to  his  son,  Michael,  and  moved  to  Almena,  where  he  and  his  wife  are 
now  living.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stauner  are  the  parents  of  seven  children:  Minnie 
(first),  Joseph,  Charles,  George,  Michael,  Sebastian  and  Minnie.  Minnie 
(first)  died  in  infancy.  Joseph  farms  in  Medford,  Taylor  County;  Charles 
and  George  are  farmers  in  Barron  Township.  Michael,  as  already  mentioned, 
is  ably  farming  the  home  place.  Sebastian  is  a  carpenter  and  lives  in  Clinton 
Township.  Minnie  is  with  her  parents.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church. 

Carl  Swanson,  Section  3,  Clinton  Township,  is  one  of  the  energetic  and 
progressive  men  of  this  vicinity.  He  believes  in  following  the  latest  methods, 
he  keeps  thoroughly  up  to  date  by  wide  reading,  and  his  judgment  is  good  on 
all  agricultural  subjects.  He  was  born  in  Sweden,  Jan.  27,  1872,  the  son  of 
Sven  and  Nila  (Benson)  Swanson.  Sven  Swanson  was  a  farmer  in  Sweden, 
and  spent  the  span  of  his  years  there,  dying  in  1916,  at  the  fine  old  age  of 
ninety-four  years.  By  his  first  wife,  he  had  five  children:  Martha,  Nila,  John, 
Hannah  and  Marie,  all  of  whom  are  dead.  By  his  second  wife,  Nila  Benson, 
he  has  six  children:  Maude,  in  Sweden;  Carl;  Peter,  of  Clinton,  Iowa;  Bertha, 
in  Sweden;  Anna,  of  New  Jersey,  and  Helen,  deceased.  Carl  was  reared  in 
Sweden,  went  to  school  there,  worked  on  the  home  farm,  and  learned  the 
carpenter  and  stone  mason  trade.  He  came  to  the  United  States  in  1892, 
landed  in  New  York  city.  May  9,  and  found  his  way  to  Lyons,  Iowa,  where  he 
worked  as  a  carpenter  and  farmer  for  five  years.  In  1897  he  came  to  Barron 
County,  and  occupied  109  acres  in  Section  3,  Clinton  Township,  which  he 
had  bought  the  previous  year.  This  was  all  wild  cut-over  land,  covered  with 
stumps,  brush  and  windfalls.  Here  he  has  developed  a  good  farm.  The  fine 
set  of  buildings  was  erected  largely  by  himself.  The  house  is  a  pleasant 
residence  of  eight  rooms.  The  barn  is  52  by  44  feet,  with  full  basement.  The 
granary  is  16  by  24  feet;  the  machine  sheds  are  40  by  20  feet,  and  118  by  24 
feet;  the  milk  house  is  of  cement  blocks;  the  chicken  house  is  12  by  24  feet, 
and  the  wood  shed  is  12  by  12  feet.  There  are  also  other  suitable  structures. 
All  the  buildings  are  lighted  with  electricity  from  his  own  plant.  The  farm 
is  well  tilled,  and  well  fenced,  and  the  equipment  is  excellent  in  every 
respect.  A  Ford  tractor  and  a  potato  digger  are  among  the  labor  saving 
devices.  Mr.  Swanson  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying, 
and  he  has  a  good  herd  of  Durham  cattle.  The  cream  is  sold  to  the  Barron 
Creamery  Co.  in  which  Mr.  Swanson  is  a  stockholder.  Mr.  Swanson  was 
married  at  Cumberland,  this  county,  on  Aug.  9,  1906,  to  Signe  Bergstrom,  who 
was  born  in  Sweden,  Jan.  7,  1885,  the  daughter  of  Gust  and  Matilda  Bergstrom, 
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natives  of  Sweden,  who  came  to  the  United  States  in  1886,  and  located  at 
Cumberland,  where  they  farmed  until  1916,  a  long  period  of  thirty  years, 
after  which  they  retired  and  moved  to  Superior,  Wis.,  where  they  now  live. 
In  the  family  there  are  five  girls :  Ellen,  wife  of  David  Halstead,  of  Superior, 
Wis.;  Hulda,  wife  of  Nels  Nelson,  of  Park  Falls,  Wis.;  Susette,  wife  of 
Arthur  Anderson,  of  Superior,  Wis.;  Evelyn,  wife  of  John  Engstrom,  of 
Superior,  Wis.,  and  Signe,  wife  of  Carl  Swanson.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Swanson  have 
six  children:  Ethel,  Verner,  Eleanor,  Lucille,  Signe  and  Randall,  all  living  at 
home.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church. 

William  D.  Moore,  an  influential  farmer  of  Section  8,  Clinton  Township, 
where  he  has  built  up  a  sightly  modern  farm,  was  born  in  Williamson 
County,  Tenn.,  Oct.  15,  1872,  the  son  of  William  L.  and  Sarah  E.  Moore,  both 
natives  of  Georgia.  The  family  was  founded  in  this  country  by  six  brothers, 
who  came  from  Scotland.  Descended  from  one  of  those  brothers,  was 
William  Moore,  who  settled  on  a  plantation  in  Georgia.  His  son,  William  L., 
lived  there  until  after  the  Civil  War,  and  then  moved  to  Tennessee,  where  he 
and  his  good  wife  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  Of  the  nine  children  in 
the  family  there  are  now  living  five:  Cicero,  William  D.,  Hattie,  Mary  and 
Susan.  Hattie  married  Mr.  Giles  and  lives  in  Ft.  Worth,  Texas.  Mary 
married  Joseph  Crafton  and  lives  in  Nashville,  Tenn.  Susan  married  John 
Galavin  and  lives  at  Franklin,  Tenn.  Cicero  also  lives  in  that  village.  William 
D.  was  educated  in  his  native  state  and  was  reared  to  farm  pursuits.  In  1895 
he  moved  to  Illinois,  and  rented  a  farm  near  Danville.  From  there  he  went  to 
Green  County,  Iowa,  in  1899,  and  there  farmed  six  years.  It  was  in  1905  that 
he  came  to  Barron  County,  and  bought  80  acres  in  Section  19,  Clinton  Town¬ 
ship.  He  cleared  up  the  land,  erected  a  set  of  buildings,  developed  a  good 
farm,  and  there  carried  on  agricultural  operations  for  twelve  years.  In  1916 
he  purchased  40  acres  in  section  33,  Clinton  Township,  and  80  acres  in  Arland 
Township,  and  in  1890  he  bought  88  acres  in  Section  4,  Arland  Township. 
This  place  was  partly  improved.  He  has  fixed  over  the  house,  and  installed 
modern  conveniences  such  as  electric  lights.  He  has  put  up  a  barn,  40  by  80 
feet,  with  an  addition  24  by  32  for  horses,  and  furnished  with  the  James 
equipment.  The  silo  is  13  by  30  feet,  with  a  concrete  base.  There  are  also 
other  suitable  buildings  and  sheds.  About  150  acres  is  under  the  plow,  and 
the  place  is  well  equipped  with  tools,  implements  and  machinery.  The  herd 
consists  of  about  50  head,  with  a  full  blooded  Holstein  sire.  Cream  is  sold  to 
the  Barron  Creamery  Co.  Mr.  Moore  is  one  of  the  real  leaders  in  his  com¬ 
munity.  At  one  time  he  was  president  of  the  Farmers'  Shipping  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Almena.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Almena  Telephone  Co.,  and  helped 
to  build  the  exchange  at  that  place.  In  public  life  he  has  done  good  service 
as  township  supervisor  and  as  town  health  officer.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  while  his  wife  adheres  to  the  Methodist  faith.  Mr. 
Brown  was  married  at  Franklin,  Tenn.,  March  26,  1893,  to  Maryetta  Burgett, 
who  was  born  in  Brown  County,  Ohio,  July  28,  1876,  the  daughter  of  Barton 
and  Margaret  (Gilleland)  Burgett,  both  now  deceased.  This  union  has  been 
blessed  with  ten  children:  Clarence  M.,  William  M.,  Perry  B.,  Francis  M., 
Clifford  C.,  Mary  M.,  Robert  L.,  James  L.,  Myrtle  M.,  and  Lloyd  P.  William 
M.  operates  a  barber  shop  at  Clayton.  The  rest  are  at  home.  Clarence  M.  is 
a  veteran  of  the  World  War.  He  enlisted  on  March  6,  1917,  and  the  next  day 
war  was  declared.  He  served  with  the  Marine  Corps,  in  the  Phillipines  and 
China,  until  he  was  discharged  in  November  1919.  Perry  B.  is  a  tester  for  the 
Almena  Testing  Association.  Clarence  is  now  a  partner  with  his  father  in 
farming.  The  rest  of  the  children  are  at  home. 

John  Swanson,  representative  farmer  of  Section  34,  Clinton  Township, 
was  born  in  Sweden,  Dec.  2,  1860,  the  son  of  Swan  and  Christina  Swanson, 
who  spent  their  lives  as  farmers  in  that  country.  There  were  two  other  chil¬ 
dren  in  the  family,  Anna  and  Stena,  both  of  whom  live  in  the  old  country. 
John  was  reared  in  his  native  land,  went  to  school  as  he  could,  and  worked 
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for  farmers  in  the  same  neighborhood.  In  1882,  he  came  to  America,  and 
located  at  Stillwater,  Minn.  Thereafter  for  several  years  he  was  employed  in 
Minnesota,  on  farms,  in  the  lumber  camps,  and  on  railroad  section  crews.  In 
1893  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  bought  80  acres  in  Section  34.  This  tract 
was  then  all  wild.  He  built  a  log  cabin,  and  started  clearing  the  land.  With 
the  passing  of  the  years  he  has  prospered.  He  has  a  pleasant  home,  a  barn, 
50  by  50,  with  full  basement,  granary,  machine  shed  and  other  buildings. 
Forty-five  acres  are  under  the  plow,  and  the  rest  in  pasture.  Here  he  is 
carrying  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  The  cream  is  sold  to  the  Barron 
Creamery  Co.  Mr.  Swanson  is  interested  in  good  roads  and  has  done  good 
service  as  pathmaster.  Mr.  Swanson  was  married  in  this  township  in  1903, 
to  Elizabeth  Isaacson,  who  was  born  in  Sweden,  the  daughter  of  Isaac 
Isaacson,  native  of  Sweden.  She  died  at  the  age  of  87,  in  October,  1905, 
leaving  two  children.  Esther  is  attending  the  High  School  at  Rice  Lake. 
Walfrid  is  helping  on  the  home  farm.  Mr.  Swanson  was  married  in  1909,  to 
Helma  Lawson,  who  was  born  in  Sweden,  the  daughter  of  Lars  Lawson.  This 
union  has  been  blessed  with  two  children.  Helen  is  at  home.  May  is  dead. 

Edward  Severson,  now  deceased,  a  substantial  citizen  of  Section  23, 
Clinton  Township,  for  several  years,  was  born  in  Norway,  May  5,  1851,  the 
son  of  Sever  Engelbretson  and  his  good  wife,  who  were  farmers  and  fisher- 
folk.  Edward  was  reared  in  Norway,  attended  school  as  he  could,  and  like 
his  parents,  farmed  and  fished.  In  1881  he  came  to  the  United  States,  and 
with  headquarters  at  Eau  Claire,  worked  in  mills  and  in  the  woods.  While 
thus  employed  he  broke  his  leg,  and  then  lived  in  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  for  a 
while.  He  came  to  Barron  County  in  1896,  and  bought  a  farm  of  80  acres  in 
Section  23,  Clinton  Township,  to  which  he  later  added  20  acres  more,  mak¬ 
ing  a  good  place  of  100  acres.  Here  he  successfully  carried  on  general  farm¬ 
ing,  and  was  a  hard  working,  industrious  man,  until  his  death,  Aug.  14,  1918. 
He  was  well  regarded  by  all  who  knew  him.  Mrs.  Severson  died  Oct.  22, 
1909.  He  was  married  at  Minneapolis,  on  Dec.  20,  1890,  to  Engeborg  Seeland, 
who  was  born  in  Norway,  Nov.  26,  1858,  the  daughter  of  Staale  Sigbjomson 
and  Anna  Tonette  Seeland,  the  former  of  whom  died  in  Norway,  and  the  latter 
of  whom  came  to  this  country  and  died  at  Paynesville,  Minn.  Of  the  five 
children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Severson,  four  are  living:  Elise,  Amanda, 
Stanley  and  Talmer.  Amanda  is  teaching.  Elise  and  Stanley  are  operating 
the  home  farm.  Elise  is  a  talented  young  woman  who  makes  the  home  a  place 
of  good  cheer,  comfort  and  hospitality,  and  is  well  liked  throughout  the 
neighborhood.  Stanley  is  an  energetic  farmer  and  is  taking  his  share  in 
everything  that  he  believes  to  be  for  the  good  of  the  community.  From  May 
16,  1918,  to  Feb.  26,  1919,  he  served  in  the  United  States  navy.  The  family 
stand  high  with  all  who  know  them. 

Henry  J.  Young,  of  Spruce  Grove  Farm,  a  well-known  farmer  of  Section 
24,  Clinton  Township,  and  former  sailor  in  the  United  States  navy,  was  born 
in  Hampton,  Dakota  County,  Minn.,  March  25,  1879,  the  son  of  Phillip  J.  and 
Barbara  (Engler)  Young,  natives  respectively  of  Germany  and  Wisconsin. 
The  father  came  to  America  in  1863,  and  located  in  Washington  County, 
Wis.  For  many  years  he  farmed  in  Minnesota.  He  came  to  Barron  County  in 
1898,  and  bought  80  acres  in  Section  13,  Clinton  Township.  He  cleared  the 
place  of  brush,  put  up  a  good  set  of  buildings,  and  farmed  there  until  his 
death,  in  1904.  The  mother  died  Aug.  7,  1921.  In  the  family  there  were 
thirteen  children,  of  whom  eight  are  now  living.  Caroline  is  the  wife  of 
Charles  Uhlin,  of  Cannon  Falls,  Minn.  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Lester  L.  Lee,  of 
Helena,  Mont.  Henry  J.  is  a  farmer  of  Clinton  Township.  Phillip  P.  lives  at 
Cable,  Wis.  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  Stephen  Peterson,  of  Helena,  Mont. 
Margaret  is  the  wife  of  Abe  Buckmaster,  of  Brownlie,  Saskatchewan,  Canada. 
John  T.  lives  in  Marine,  Minn.  Katherine  is  the  wife  of  Chandler  Gowin,  of 
Helena,  Mont.  Henry  J.  Young  was  reared  and  educated  in  Minnesota,  first 
attending  the  rural  schools  and  then  the  St.  Paul  city  schools.  In  1902  he 
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enlisted  in  the  United  States  navy,  and  was  assigned  to  the  engineering 
service.  He  was  on  the  receiving  ship,  “Hancock”  in  Brooklyn  Navy  Yard, 
and  on  the  “Brooklyn”  and  the  "Indiana.”  In  this  capacity  he  visited  many  of 
the  principal  ports  of  world.  As  a  sailor  on  the  U.  S.  S.  Brooklyn,  he  landed 
at  Sherberg,  France,  went  to  Paris,  received  the  body  of  the  heroic  John  Paul 
Jones,  who  had  been  buried  113  years,  and  brought  the  remains  to  Annapolis, 
Md.,  where  they  were  interred  with  solemn  honors.  In  May  1906,  Mr.  Young 
received  his  honorable  discharge.  He  came  to  Barron  County  in  1906,  stayed 
with  his  father  a  year,  and  then  purchased  120  acres  in  Section  24,  Clinton 
Township.  Here  he  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying  and  has  a  good 
herd  of  some  fifty  graded  Holsteins.  As  a  man  of  superior  attainments  and 
experience,  his  fellow  citizens  have  called  upon  him  for  public  service,  and  he 
has  done  good  work  as  supervisor  of  the  township  one  year  and  as  clerk  of  the 
town  for  four  years.  He  is  a  director  in  the  Co-operative  Mercantile  Co.  of 
Paskin,  and  a  stockholder  in  the  Consumers  Store  of  Barron,  and  the  Poskin 
Bank.  His  home  is  an  unusually  pleasant  one.  The  house  is  a  modern  frame 
structure  of  seven  rooms,  and  the  barn  is  36  by  104  feet,  furnished  with  the 
James  equipment.  The  other  buildings  are  also  suitable  and  adequate.  In 
addition  to  this  place,  Mr.  Young  owns  a  tract  of  120  acres  in  Section  25, 
Clinton  Township,  which  he  purchased  in  1919.  He  was  married  in  Clinton 
Township,  Nov.  10,  1909,  to  Lena  M.  Schaal,  who  was  born  near  Columbus, 
Neb.,  on  Dec.  4,  1887,  the  daughter  of  Julius  and  Caroline  Schaal.  Her  parents 
were  natives  of  Austria,  who  came  to  America  in  1882,  and  to  Barron  County 
in  1897,  and  are  now  farming  in  Clinton  Township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Young 
have  a  bright  son,  Wilfred  H.,  who  was  born  Dec.  22,  1910,  and  is  doing  well 
with  his  studies  in  the  public  schools. 

John  Smith,  an  influential  farmer  of  Section  8,  Clinton  Township,  was 
born  in  Sweden,  June  24,  1861,  the  son  of  Otto  and  Hannah  (Peterson)  Smith, 
who  came  to  the  United  States  in  1892,  and  spent  their  remaining  years  with 
their  son,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  In  the  family  there  were  six  children: 
Axel  Franzen;  Carl  Franzen;  Alma,  the  wife  of  Fred  Peterson,  of  St.  Paul; 
John;  Anna,  who  is  still  in  the  old  country;  and  Oscar,  who  is  dead.  John 
was  reared  in  Sweden,  attended  school  as  he  could,  and  did  farm  work.  He 
came  to  America  in  1881,  and  found  employment  for  three  years  in  Hastings, 
Minn.  Then  for  seven  years  he  worked  on  a  farm  at  Northfield,  Rice  County, 
Minn.  For  those  seven  years  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  same  man.  In 
1891  he  came  to  Barron  County,  and  bought  the  Charles  Hamilton  homestead  of 
80  acres  in  Section  8,  Clinton  Township.  This  land  was  wild  and  covered  with 
timber.  He  now  has  a  good  set  of  buildings,  and  his  place  is  well  cultivated 
and  well  equipped.  Here  he  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and 
dairying.  He  sells  cream  to  the  Barron  Creamery  Co.  Mr.  Smith  has  taken 
his  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  community  as  a  good  citizen.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  town  board  for  three  years,  and  at  various  times  has  been  path  master. 
He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Almena  Telephone  Co.  Fraternally  he  is  a  popular 
member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen.  He  was  married  at  Cumberland,  Jan.  25, 
1898,  to  Anna  Lundquist,  who  was  born  in  Sweden,  July  22,  1875,  the  daughter 
of  Charles  and  Helena  Lundquist,  natives  of  Sweden,  and  early  settlers  of 
Clinton  Township.  The  mother  is  dead.  The  father  farmed  until  1918,  and 
then  took  up  his  home  with  the  Smith  family.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  have  five 
children:  Alma,  wife  of  Milton  Ackerson,  who  is  farming  in  Cumberland 
Township;  William  and  Hazel,  who  help  with  the  work  At  home;  and  Carl  and 
Clarence  who  are  doing  well  at  school.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Swedish 
Lutheran  Church. 

William  H.  Sullivan,  a  representative  farmer  of  section  36,  Clinton 
Township,  was  born  in  La  Crosse  County,  Wis.,  Oct.  30,  1868,  the  son  of  John 
and  Elizabeth  (Capper)  Sullivan.  John  Sullivan  was  born  in  Ireland,  came 
to  this  country,  found  his  way  to  La  Crosse  County,  and  became  a  farmer.  He 
served  three  years  in  Co.  I,  8th  Wis.  Vol.  Inf.,  and  with  this  unit  saw  some 
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active  fighting  in  the  South.  At  the  close  of  the  Civil  War,  he  returned  to 
La  Crosse  County,  and  there  farmed  until  his  death,  in  1871.  His  widow,  who 
was  a  native  of  Wisconsin,  continued  to  live  on  the  farm  for  a  while,  and  then 
went  East,  and  was  married  near  Providence,  R.  I.,  to  James  Kane,  with  whom 
she  lived  until  her  death  in  1897.  By  her  first  marriage  to  John  Sullivan, 
there  were  three  children:  Mary,  the  wife  of  0.  D.  Marcou,  of  La  Crosse; 
Eva,  wife  of  John  Frazier,  of  La  Crosse,  and  William  H.  By  her  marriage  to 
James  Kane,  there  were  four  children.  Two  are  dead.  Rosa  and  Ada  are 
married  and  live  in  La  Crosse.  William  H.  lost  his  father  when  he  was  a 
small  boy.  He  attended  school  in  the  neighboring  schools,  and  learned  farm¬ 
ing  on  the  home  place.  He  started  out  for  himself  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  and 
worked  on  farms  in  the  same  vicinity.  In  1897  he  started  in  the  feed  mill 
business  at  West  Salem,  in  the  same  county.  Six  years  later,  in  1903,  he  came 
to  Barron  County,  and  purchased  160  acres  in  Section  36,  Clinton  Township. 
A  few  acres  had  been  cleared,  but  most  of  the  land  was  still  wild.  In  the 
nearly  two  decades  that  have  since  elapsed,  Mr.  Sullivan,  with  the  help  of  his 
family,  has  built  up  a  place  of  which  he  may  well  be  proud.  The  modern 
home,  pleasantly  located,  and  beautified  with  a  well  kept  lawn  and  ample 
grove,  is  furnished  with  running  hot  and  cold  water,  hot  water  heat,  electric 
lights,  bath  tub,  and  other  conveniences.  The  barn  is  40  by  70  feet,  with  full 
basement,  and  furnished  with  running  water,  electric  lights  and  the  like. 
There  is  also  a  nice  set  of  other  buildings,  including  the  garage,  silo,  granary, 
machine  shed,  and  corn  cribs.  Here  Mr.  Sullivan  successfully  carries  on 
general  farming  and  dairying.  He  has  a  fine  herd  of  high  grade  Guernseys, 
about  half  of  which  are  full  breds,  and  the  sire  is  also  full  blooded.  The  farm 
is  also  well  stocked  with  horses,  swine  and  poultry.  Cream  is  sold  to  the 
Barron  Creamery  Co.  in  which  Mr.  Sullivan  has  been  a  director.  Mr.  Sullivan 
was  married  at  West  Salem,  Wis.,  to  Lena  Bahnub,  daughter  of  William  and 
Sophia  Bahnub,  natives  of  Germany,  and  early  settlers  of  La  Crosse  County, 
the  former  having  died  some  years  ago,  and  the  latter  still  making  her  home  at 
West  Salem.  In  the  family  there  were  eight  children.  Minnie  is  the  wife  of 
Fred  Herman  of  West  Salem.  Lena  is  the  wife  of  William  H.  Sullivan. 
Sophia  is  the  wife  of  William  Tenner,  of  Melrose,  Wis.  Lizzie  is  the  wife  of 
William  J.  Runo,  of  Eau  Claire,  Wis.  Lillian  is  at  home.  William  is  on  the 
home  farm.  Fred  and  John  are  farming  at  Disco,  Wis.  John  is  herdsman  for 
a  large  farmer  of  Iowa.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sullivan  have  had  two  children. 
Donald  died  in  infancy.  Forrest  William  is  at  home  helping  with  the  work. 
He  is  an  energetic  young  man  and  is  well  liked  by  all.  Mr.  Sullivan  is  a  man 
of  importance  in  the  community,  and  is  doing  his  share  in  everything  that  he 
believes  in. 

George  Sanns,  a  substantial  citizen  of  Section  36,  Clinton  Township,  who 
has  been  a  resident  of  this  county  more  than  forty-three  years,  was  born  in 
Fulton  County,  Ind.,  April  3,  1864,  the  son  of  George  and  Mary  Sanns, 
natives  of  Ohio,  who  settled  on  school  land  in  Indiana  as  young  people,  and 
there  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  Of  their  ten  children  there  are  now 
living  three.  John  and  Henry  farm  in  Indiana.  George  was  reared  in  his 
native  state  and  learned  farming  on  the  home  place.  In  1880  he  came  to 
Barron  county,  and  purchased  80  acres  in  Maple  Grove  township.  This  was 
all  wild  land.  He  developed  a  farm,  and  lived  there  until  1900.  Then  he 
moved  to  Barron  Village.  In  1906  he  bought  his  present  place  of  40  acres 
in  Section  36,  Clintoft  Township.  There  he  has  built  up  a  good  farm,  on 
which  he  conducts  general  farming  and  buffer  making.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Farmers  Shipping  &  Produce  Association  of  Poskin.  Mr.  Sanns  is  much 
interested  in  the  history  of  Barron  County.  When  he  came  here  there  were 
but  little  over  7,000  people  in  the  whole  county.  Since  then  he  has  watched 
its  wonderful  growth  and  prosperity,  and  in  that  growth  and  prosperity  has 
had  his  full  share  as  a  good  citizen.  Mr.  Sanns  was  married  in  Maple  Grove 
Township,  in  1886,  to  Susan  I.  Garrett,  who  was  born  in  Grundy  County,  Mo., 
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Oct.  25,  1860,  the  daughter  of  William  and  Cynthia  A.  Garrett,  who  came  from 
Iowa  to  Barron  County,  and  settled  in  Maple  Grove  Township.  The  father  is 
living  with  the  Sanns  family  at  the  age  of  82  years,  and  the  mother  died 
June  24,  1884,  at  the  age  of  38  years.  The  five  children  in  the  family  are  all 
living.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sanns  have  four  children.  Addie  is  the  wife  of  Robert 
Till,  of  Barron.  Lillie  is  the  wife  of  John  Williams,  of  Barron.  Ray  lives  in 
Barron.  Rosa  Belle  is  dead. 

Henry  Juve  is  an  active,  modern  and  efficient  farmer,  owning  the  fertile' 
Forest  View  Farm,  in  Section  6,  east,  Maple  Grove  Township,  where  he 
successfully  carries  on  mixed  farming  and  dairying.  He  bought  the  place 
in  1911  from  his  parents,  and  has  continued  its  improvement  and  development, 
making  a  specialty  of  a  good  herd  of  Guernsey  cattle  with  a  full  blooded  sire 
at  its  head.  In  1913  he  erected  a  modern  barn,  constructed  of  cement  blocks, 
36  by  86  feet  in  size,  and  furnished  with  modern  equipment.  In  public  life 
he  is  doing  good  work  as  clerk  of  Joint  School  District  No.  3,  located  in  Bar¬ 
ron,  Stanley  and  Maple  Grove  Township.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the 
I.  0.  O.  F.  Henry  Juve  was  born  Sept.  11,  1876,  in  Juneau  County,  this  state, 
son  of  Halvor  and  Martha  (Everson)  Juve,  natives  of  Norway,  who  came  to 
America  about  1850,  lived  for  many  years  in  Dane  County,  this  state,  then 
moved  to  Juneau  County,  and  then  to  Barron  County,  where  they  farmed  in 
Maple  Grove  Township.  The  mother  died  March  8,  1919,  and  the  father  now 
lives  in  Stanley  Township,  this  county.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared 
to  farm  pursuits  and  received  a  district  school  education.  In  1898  he  took  a 
general  course  in  the  Northwestern  Business  College  at  St.  Paul.  In  1908  he 
took  a  course  in  stenography.  For  a  time  he  was  employed  as  a  stenographer 
in  St.  Paul.  For  some  years  he  worked  with  his  father,  and  in  time  acquired 
the  home  farm,  which  in  all  its  departments  bespeaks  his  intelligent  and 
painstaking  efforts.  Mr.  Juve  was  married  May  25,  1914,  to  Gena  Amundson, 
who  was  born  in  Maple  Grove  Township,  Feb.  18,  1889,  the  daughter  of  Lars 
and  Margaret  (Tollefson)  Amundson,  early  settlers  of  that  township.  Mr. 
Amundson  is  dead.  Mrs.  Amundson  lives  with  her  son,  Tolef  Amundson,  in 
Maple  Grove  Township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Juve  have  two  bright  boys,  Henry  L., 
born  Aug.  24,  1915;  and  Kenneth  M.,  born  July  16,  1917. 

Frank  O.  Carlson,  a  retired  farmer  living  in  Hillsdale  Village,  owner  of  a 
good  place  of  80  acres  in  Section  34,  east,  Maple  Grove  Township,  was  born 
in  Sweden,  Nov.  2,  1858,  son  of  Carl  and  Martha  (Kathrina)  Carlson.  He 
received  his  education  in  his  native  land,  and  was  reared  as  a  farmer,  He 
came  to  America  in  1886,  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Grunde  County,  Ill.  After 
two  years  he  took  up  farm  tiling  as  a  business,  and  followed  this  line  for  ten 
years.  In  1898  he  came  to  this  county,  and  purchased  his  present  farm.  He 
cleared  all  the  land  himself,  built  the  farm  buildings,  put  up  fences,  made 
various  improvements,  and  carried  on  mixed  farming  and  dairying.  In  1916 
he  put  up  a  barn,  34  by  62  feet  for  the  further  convenience  of  his  work.  That 
year  he  retired,  and  rented  the  place  to  his  sons,  Ronald  H.  and  Ray  J.  Mr. 
Carlson  married  Emily  Nelson,  born  in  Sweden,  the  daughter  of  Nels  and 
Mary  Nelson.  Mrs.  Carlson  died  Sept.  8,  1917.  She  was  a  most  estimable 
woman,  a  good  wife  and  mother,  and  her  loss  is  sincerely  mourned.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Carlson  had  six  children.  Oscar  S.  was  born  March  14,  1885;  Carl  E. 
was  born  March  15,  1887;  Mary  was  born  April  13,  1888,  and  died  Oct.  20, 
1918;  Ronald  H.  and  Donald  H.  (twins)  were  born  Sept.  20,  1889,  and  Ray  J. 
was  born  June  16,  1896.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Luthern 
Church.  Ronald  H.  was  married  June  7,  1919,  to  Dorothy  Brownlee,  daughter 
of  William  and  Alice  Brownlee,  who  live  north  of  Hillsdale  Village.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ronald  Carlson  have  one  son,  Douglas  R.,  born  Aug.  27,  1920. 

Olaf  Rasmussen,  now  deceased,  who  came  to  Barron  County  when  it  was 
developing  from  a  wilderness,  was  a  good  citizen  and  neighbor,  and  a  kind 
husband  and  father,  and  will  long  be  remembered  as  a  hard  working,  in¬ 
dustrious,  and  useful  man.  He  was  born  in  Norway,  July  5,  1857,  and  was 
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there  educated  and  reared  to  farm  pursuits.  He  came  to  America  in  1882,  and 
settled  in  Baldwin,  Wis.,  where  he  clerked  in  a  store  for  two  years.  He  then 
worked  as  a  farm  hand  for  a  while,  and  next  engaged  in  railroad  work  at 
Maple  Island,  Minn.  It  was  in  1888,  that  he  came  to  Barron  County,  and 
bought  80  acres,  in  Rice  Lake  Township,  west  of  Rice  Lake  City.  He  cleared 
20  acres,  erected  a  set  of  buildings  and  good  fences  and  became  a  prosperous 
farmer.  Fire  once  swept  the  place,  destroying  everything  except  the  house. 
The  barn  and  other  buildings  were  at  once  rebuilt,  and  the  ravages  of  the 
fire  repaired.  In  1902  he  sold  this  place,  and  bought  40  acres  in  Section  8, 
west,  Maple  Grove  Township.  He  cleared  practically  all  of  this,  erected 
buildings,  acquired  equipment,  and  carried  on  mixed  farming  and  dairying 
until  his  lamented  death,  Nov.  1,  1918.  For  a  year  after  his  widow  kept  the 
farm  going,  and  then  sold  to  her  son-in-law,  Gunnar  Jackson,  with  whom  she 
makes  her  home.  Mr.  Rasmussen  was  married  Nov.  29,  1890,  to  Gunda  Norby, 
daughter  of  Nels  and  Gunda  (Olson)  Norby,  natives  of  Norway,  who  came 
to  America  in  1889,  and  made  their  home  with  their  son,  Nels  Norby,  at  Bald¬ 
win,  Wis.,  until  their  death.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rasmussen  had  six  children :  Abbie, 
born  Aug.  12,  1891,  now  is  wife  of  August  Peterson,  of  Minneapolis;  Nettie, 
born  April  14,  1895,  also  lives  in  Minneapolis;  Otto  and  George,  twins,  were 
born  March  25,  1899,  and  died  the  following  year,  George  in  February,  and 
Otto  in  March;  Rena  was  born  May  10,  1897,  and  is  now  Mrs.  Gunnar  Jack- 
son;  Margaret,  born  Sept.  30,  1900,  lives  in  Minneapolis.  The  family  faith  is 
that  of  the  Norwegian  Baptist  Church. 

Gunnar  Jackson,  an  energetic  young  farmer  of  Section  8,  west,  Maple 
Grove  township,  was  born  Oct.  2,  1893,  in  Arland  Township,  this  county,  son 
of  Jacob  and  Margaret  (Anderson)  Jackson,  natives  of  Sweden,  who  came  to 
America  in  1892,  and  settled  in  Arland  Township,  where  they  now  live,  and 
where  they  are  successfully  farming.  Gunnar  attended  the  district  schools  of 
his  neighborhood,  and  was  reared  to  farm  pursuits.  He  was  married  Sept.  24, 
1919,  to  Rena  Rasmussen,  the  daughter  of  Olaf  and  Gunda  (Norby)  Rasmus¬ 
sen,  and  to  this  union  has  been  born  one  child,  Arlene,  born  Aug.  23,  1920. 
After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Jackson  purchased  his  wife’s  home  farm,  and  now 
operates  it,  carrying  on  mixed  farming  and  dairying. 

William  Lake,  who  owns  a  farm  of  120  acres  in  Sections  8  and  9,  Maple 
Grove  Township,  came  here  when  the  settlers  were  few  and  scattered,  and 
took  his  share  in  the  development  which  has  resulted  in  the  prosperity  of  to¬ 
day.  He  has  many  interesting  stories  to  tell  of  those  days,  when  comforts 
were  few  and  hardships  were  many,  and  when  it  took  the  utmost  courage  and 
perseverance  to  persist  in  one’s  efforts  to  carve  a  home  and  a  farm  from  the 
wilderness.  He  recalls  with  interest  the  fact  that  when  he  first  came  here 
he  acquired  a  few  bushels  of  potatoes,  all  he  could  get  in  the  neighborhood,  a 
few  bushels  of  rutabagas  which  had  been  raised  among  the  stumps,  and  a 
dressed  pig,  this  being  practically  all  the  meat  and  vegetables  his  family  had 
until  he  was  able  to  get  some  crops  raised.  Mr.  Lake  was  born  Sept.  12,  1868, 
in  Marshall  County,  Ind.,  the  son  of  Joseph  and  Cynthia  (Fuller)  Lake, 
natives  of  New  York  State,  who  settled  in  Indiana,  and  there  farmed,  the 
father  dying  in  1868,  and  the  mother  in  1904,  after  spending  a  quarter  of  a 
century  with  her  son,  William.  In  the  family  there  were  six  children: 
Lawrence,  David  (deceased),  William,  Nancy  (deceased),  Cassie  (deceased), 
and  Alice  (deceased).  William  Lake  received  his  early  education  in  the  dis¬ 
trict  schools,  and  as  a  youth  did  farm  work  and  was  engaged  in  railroading. 
In  1885  he  came  to  Barron  county,  and  settled  in  Maple  Grove  Township, 
making  his  home  with  an  old  friend  from  Indiana,  and  devoting  his  time  to 
farm  labor.  In  1887,  he  was  enabled  to  purchase  his  present  place.  He 
cleared  60  acres,  placed  fences  about  the  fields,  erected  buildings,  and  suc¬ 
cessfully  carried  on  general  farming  and  dairying  for  many  years.  In  ad¬ 
dition  to  this  he  rented  other  farms  from  time  to  time  and  assisted  in  their 
development.  In  1917  he  rented  the  home  farm  to  his  son,  Lawrence,  but 
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continues  to  reside  there.  He  has  been  active  in  the  affairs  of  the  community, 
and  has  served  on  the  school  board  for  six  years.  Mr.  Lake  was  married  Dec. 
30,  1881,  to  Emma  McDonald,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Maria  (Springer) 
McDonald,  who  spent  their  lives  in  Indiana,  the  father  dying  there,  and  the 
mother  died  on  Feb.  26,  1876.  In  the  family  there  were  seven  children: 
Jessie  (deceased),  Thomas  (deceased),  Simion  (deceased),  John,  Oliver  (de¬ 
ceased),  Sherman  (deceased)  and  Emma.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lake  have  nine  chil¬ 
dren;  Lawrence  N.,  who  rents  the  home  farm,  was  born  Jan.  26,  1883;  Arvilla 
L.  was  born  Oct.  30,  1884,  and  is  now  Mrs.  Alfred  Cobb,  of  Maple  Grove 
Township;  Jesse  F.  was  born  Oct.  8,  1887,  and  lives  in  Maple  Grove  Town¬ 
ship;  David  W.  was  born  March  23,  1890,  and  lives  in  Barron.  Anna  M.  was 
born  June  14,  1892,  and  is  now  Mrs.  Clarence  Olson,  of  Barron;  Cora  I.  was 
born  March  7,  1896,  and  is  now  Mrs.  George  Raven,  of  Barron;  John  S.,  born 
Feb.  10,  1898,  works  on  a  farm  in  Prairie  Farm  Township.  He  was  inducted 
into  the  United  States  service  June  12,  1917.  Edith  E.  was  born  March  18, 

1903,  and  is  at  home.  Harold  was  born  July  14,  1908  and  died  the  following 
day. 

Peter  Hughes,  manager  of  the  Hillsdale  Cheese  Co.,  secretary  of  the  Hills¬ 
dale  Western  Telephone  Co.,  and  owner  of  a  good  farm  of  80  acres  in  Sec¬ 
tions  21  and  28,  Maple  Grove  Township,  is  one  of  the  real  leaders  of  the  com¬ 
munity.  He  has  lived  in  this  county  nearly  forty  years,  and  has  been  actively 
identified  with  all  three  of  its  leading  industries,  lumbering,  general  farming 
and  dairying.  For  three  years  he  has  done  progressive  work  for  the  town  as 
town  supervisor,  and  his  fourteen  years'  service  as  member  of  the  school  board 
has  shown  him  to  be  a  true  friend  of  education  and  civic  betterment.  He  is 
well  liked  throughout  the  community,  and  has  the  fullest  confidence  of  the  best 
minds  in  the  county.  Born  in  Outagamie  County,  Wis.,  Oct.  13,  1869,  the  son 
of  William  and  Louisa  (Tio)  Hughes,  natives  of  Canada,  he  lost  his  father 
when  he  was  a  few  months  old,  and  was  brought  by  his  mother  to  Pierce  County 
in  1872,  and  to  Barron  County  in  1881.  As  a  youth  he  started  out  for  himself, 
and  for  some  years  was  employed  in  the  summers  on  farms  in  St.  Croix  County, 
and  in  the  winters  in  the  lumber  woods  north  of  Rice  Lake.  In  1893  he  pur¬ 
chased  80  acres  in  Sections  28  and  29,  Maple  Grove  Township,  cleared  30  acres, 
and  erected  a  set  of  buildings  on  the  south  forty.  In  1906  he  erected  a  set  of 
buildings  on  the  north  forty,  thus  making  two  good  farms.  There  he  lived 
until  the  spring  of  1914  when  he  became  manager  of  the  cheese  factory,  sold 
his  farm,  and  purchased  a  home  in  Hillsdale  Village.  Two  years  later  he 
moved  onto  his  present  farm,  installed  Delco  lighting  system  in  1920,  remod¬ 
eled  the  barn,  erected  a  silo  and  machine  shed  and  made  general  repairs. 
There  he  now  successfully  carries  on  general  farming.  Mr.  Hughes  was  mar¬ 
ried  April  16,  1896,  to  Ida  Cook,  daughter  of  Alexander  and  Mary  (Clayton) 
Cook,  natives  respectively  of  Ohio  and  Indiana,  who  came  to  Barron  County 
in  1883,  and  settled  in  Section  31,  Maple  Grove  Township,  and  here  lived  until 
after  the  mother  died,  Feb.  1,  1907,  after  which  the  father,  in  1908,  moved  to 
Chetek,  where  he  lived  for  some  years  until  taking  up  his  present  home  with 
his  children.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cook  were  the  parents  of  eight  children:  Charles 
W.,  Ora,  Ida,  Lee,  Jesse,  Ella,  Mae  and  Mary.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hughes  have  two 
children:  Theo  M.  was  born  Dec.  13,  1901;  and  Margaret  R.  was  born  July  16, 

1904.  Both  are  living  at  home.  Mr.  Hughes  is  an  active  member  in  the 
I.  0.  O.  F.  He  and  his  family  attend  the  Baptist  Church. 

Hans  Borgen,  a  retired  farmer  of  excellent  standing,  now  living  in  Dallas 
Village,  who  has  developed  a  good  farm,  and  erected  two  sets  of  buildings  in 
Dallas  Township,  was  born  in  Norway,  Oct.  1,  1847,  the  son  of  Ole  and  Mary 
(Johnson)  Borgen,  both  now  deceased.  He  was  reared  and  educated  in  that 
country  and  as  a  youth  learned  the  shoemakers’  trade.  In  1869  he  came  to 
America,  landed  in  New  York,  went  from  there  to  Milwaukee,  and  found  em¬ 
ployment  in  Racine  County,  Wis.  Three  years  later,  in  1872,  he  came  to  Eau 
Claire,  this  state.  For  a  while  he  worked  for  the  lumber  companies,  and  then 
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took  up  the  carpenter  trade  which  he  followed  there  for  many  years.  In  1887 
he  came  to  Barron  County,  and  settled  on  160  acres  in  Section  22,  which  he 
had  purchased  the  previous  year.  This  was  the  homestead  of  an  early  set¬ 
tler  and  a  few  crude  buildings  had  been  erected.  He  put  up  a  fine  set  of 
buildings  and  cleared  eighty  acres.  Here  for  many  years  he  successfully  car¬ 
ried  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  and  became  one  of  the  leading  men  of 
the  community.  In  1901  he  rented  and  in  1908  he  sold  eighty  acres  of  the  land, 
including  the  old  home,  to  his  son,  Albert,  and  erected  for  himself  a  good  set 
of  buildings  on  the  other  eighty.  He  continued  to  operate  his  farm  until  1918, 
when  he  retired  and  purchased  his  present  pleasant  residence  in  Dallas  Vil¬ 
lage.  Mr.  Borgen  has  seen  the  wonderful  progress  made  in  this  region  for  the 
past  thirty-five  years.  He  encouraged  the  building  of  the  railroad  and  boarded 
many  of  the  members  of  the  construction  crew.  He  assisted  in  starting  the 
creamery  and  warehouse  at  Dallas,  and  has  been  active  in  promoting  the 
farmers’  store  there.  As  the  father  of  children,  he  is  interested  in  education, 
and  did  most  efficient  service  on  the  school  board  for  twelve  years.  He  is  now- 
enjoying  the  reward  of  a  well-spent  life.  Mr.  Borgen  was  married  at  Eau  Claire 
in  1873  to  Magdalena  Stevenson,  born  in  Norway,  July  30,  1848,  the  daughter 
of  Ingebret  and  Martha  (Anderson)  Stevenson.  This  union  has  been  blessed 
with  nine  children:  John  O.,  Martin  I.,  Albert,  Henry,  Matilda,  Sigwald,  Hilda, 
Maria,  Olga,  and  two  that  died  in  infancy.  John  0.  was  born  July  7,  1874, 
and  died  April  20,  1893.  Martin  I.  was  born  Sept.  29,  1877,  and  farms  in 
Dallas.  Albert  was  born  Oct.  30,  1879,  and  farms  on  a  part  of  the  home  farm 
in  Dallas.  Henry  was  born  Aug.  8,  1881,  and  farms  in  Dallas.  Matilda  was 
born  Aug.  8,  1885,  and  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Palmquist,  of  Barron  Township. 
Sigward  L.  was  born  June  30,  1887,  and  is  now  farming  in  Dallas  Township. 
Hilda  was  born  Feb.  6,  1889,  and  died  Feb.  18,  1899.  Maria  was  born  March 
18,  1891,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Charlie  Bailey  of  Nebraska.  Olga  J.  was  born 
Jan.  21,  1894,  and  is  the  wife  of  Enon  Nelson  of  Big  Spring,  Neb. 

Charles  Rich,  proprietor  of  the  Chetek  Feed  Mill,  has  a  growing  establish¬ 
ment  of  considerable  importance.  He  established  his  business  in  1919  when  he 
erected  his  plant  in  Bank’s  addition,  near  the  Omaha  Railroad  tracks.  He  in¬ 
stalled  modern  machinery  and  modern  equipment,  and  does  a  good  business  in 
manufacturing  flour  and  other  cereal  products  and  grinding  feed.  In  the  win¬ 
ter  of  1920-21  he  built  an  addition,  40  by  40  feet.  A  spur  track  will  soon 
be  laid  to  facilitate  the  shipping  of  corn,  flour,  bran,  shorts  and  feed,  and 
Mr.  Rich  is  also  contemplating  the  erection  of  an  elevator  to  supplement  his 
present  warehouse.  His  business  is  a  growing  one,  the  business  in  1920  was 
over  double  that  of  1919,  and  Mr.  Rich  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  good  business 
men  of  the  place.  He  is  thorough  in  his  work,  honorable  in  all  his  dealings, 
and  familiar  with  all  lines  of  the  grain  and  flour  trade.  Charles  Rich  was 
born  in  Tunnell  City,  Monroe  County,  this  state,  April  5,  1881,  son  of  Samuel  S. 
and  Saphronia  (Smith)  Rich,  early  settlers,  who  moved  from  there  to  near 
Prairie  du  Chien,  and  thence  to  this  county,  where  both  died.  In  the  family 
there  were  twelve  children,  eight  of  whom  live  in  Barron  County,  and  two  in 
Canada,  and  two  of  whom  are  dead.  Charles  Rich  came  to  this  county  with 
his  parents,  and  attended  the  “Stub  Hollow”  school  in  Dovre  Township.  As  a 
young  man  he  became  interested  in  the  gas  engine  business.  Later  he  grad¬ 
uated  from  an  electrical  engineering  course  at  Superior.  Subsequntly,  he  fol¬ 
lowed  that  line  for  a  few  years.  He  was  then  interested  in  the  flour  mill  busi¬ 
ness  at  Chetek  until  establishing  his  present  place.  Mr.  Rich  is  a  stockholder 
in  the  Wisconsin  Stock  Farm  Co.,  of  Chetek;  the  Chetek  Auto  Co.,  of  Chetek; 
the  Pan-Motor  Co.,  of  St.  Cloud,  Minn.;  the  Ko  Klice  Oil  Co.,  of  Oklahoma; 
and  the  U.  S.  Switch  Co.,  at  Eau  Claire,  Wis.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  the  Modern  Woodmen  and  the  Good  Templars.  He  and  his  fam¬ 
ily  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Chetek.  Mr.  Rich  was 
married  April  19,  1918,  at  Chetek,  to  Christina  Hansen,  born  at  Hildreth,  Neb., 
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daughter  of  H.  J.  and  Dorothy  Hansen,  who  came  to  this  county  some  twenty 
years  ago.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rich  have  one  child,  Dorothy,  born  Nov.  24,  1919. 

Peter  C.  Pearson,  a  representative  farmer  of  Section  4,  Almena  Township, 
was  born  in  Sweden,  June  2,  1864,  the  son  of  Peter  Nelson  and  Johanna  Pear¬ 
son,  also  natives  of  that  country.  The  mother  died  there,  and  the  father,  in 
1866,  came  to  this  country  and  located  in  Minneapolis,  where  he  spent  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  his  life.  In  the  family  there  were  four  children :  Nels  is  in  Sweden. 
Matilda,  Fritz  and  Peter  C.  are  in  the  United  States.  Peter  C.  was  reared  in 
Sweden,  went  to  school  there,  and  as  a  young  man  did  farm  work.  He  came  to 
America  in  1888,  and  located  in  Minneapolis.  In  1891  he  went  to  Polk  County, 
in  this  state,  and  farmed  there.  In  1900  he  came  to  Barron  County,  and  bought 
80  acres  of  partly  improved  land  in  Section  4,  Almena  Township.  To  this 
place  he  has  since  devoted  his  attention,  and  has  added  to  it  until  he  now  has 
227  acres  of  good  land,  all  in  the  same  section,  with  some  50  acres  under  the 
plow.  He  has  remodeled  the  house,  has  built  a  barn,  30  by  50  feet,  with  six¬ 
teen  foot  posts,  a  machine  shed,  tile  chicken  house,  and  other  buildings.  Here 
he  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  He  has  graded  Dur¬ 
ham  cattle,  Duroc-Jersey  swine,  and  Rhode  Island  Red  chickens.  The  farm  is 
well  equipped  with  tools,  implements  and  machinery.  Mr.  Pearson  takes  his 
part  in  all  the  affairs  of  the  community,  and  is  a  good  citizen  in  every  respect. 
For  some  years  he  has  served  as  road  overseer  for  his  district.  His  financial 
holdings  include  stock  in  the  Almena  Telephone  Co.  Mr.  Pearson  was  married 
in  Turtle  Lake,  this  county,  July  4,  1893,  to  Elva  Shaw,  who  was  born  in  Ohio 
on  Feb.  27,  1872,  the  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Lottie  Shaw,  natives  respectively 
of  Maine  and  Ohio,  and  descended  from  early  New  England  stock.  Wallace 
Mann,  father  of  Mrs.  Shaw,  served  in  the  Civil  War.  One  day  when  in  the 
service,  while  riding  on  horseback  after  water,  singing  the  old  hymn,  “I’m 
going  home  to  die  no  more,’’  he  was  struck  by  lightning  and  killed.  Mrs. 
Pearson  is  a  woman  of  education  and  culture,  and  has  proven  herself  a  per¬ 
son  of  gracious  influence  in  the  community.  For  some  years  she  was  a  suc¬ 
cessful  school  teacher.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pearson  have  had  eight  children.  Gladys 
married  Oscar  Wold,  of  Prairie  Farm  Township,  this  county.  Lottie  is  the 
wife  of  August  Stoeckig,  of  Turtle  Lake  Village.  Pearl  is  the  wife  of  Archie 
Thompson,  of  Menomonie,  Wis.  Clyde  is  unmarried.  Dean  accidentally  shot 
himself  while  hunting.  Marion  Earnet  and  one  unnamed  infant  are  also  dead. 
The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

Nels  John  Forsell,  now  deceased,  an  early  farmer  of  Cumberland  Town¬ 
ship,  and  for  nearly  forty  years  one  of  its  most  industrious  and  best  known 
citizens,  was  born  in  Byske,  Sweden,  Sept.  4,  1851.  He  attended  school  there 
and  early  went  into  the  woods,  where  he  became  an  expert  at  hewing  logs  with 
a  broad  axe.  He  came  to  America  in  1882,  landed  in  New  York,  and  found  his 
way  to  Cumberland,  and  in  company  with  John  Lundstrom,  purchased  40  acres 
of  land  in  Section  21,  Cumberland  Township.  In  1887  he  purchased  his  part¬ 
ner’s  interest.  Later  he  bought  120  more  acres  in  Section  21,  and  40  acres  in 
Section  16,  making  a  fine  farm  of  200  acres  in  all.  When  he  and  his  wife 
started  home-making,  they  were  confronted  for  several  years  with  the  hard¬ 
ships  and  privations  of  pioneer  life.  There  was  hard  work  to  do  in  the  house, 
there  was  hard  work  to  do  in  getting  the  place  cleared  up  and  farming  opera¬ 
tions  started.  For  a  while  to  get  money  before  the  farm  could  be  made  profit¬ 
able,  Mr.  Forsell  worked  in  sawmills  for  the  Beaver  Lake  Lumber  Co.  His 
skill  with  the  broad  axe  stood  him  in  good  stead,  and  he  not  only  hewed  the 
heavy  timbers  for  the  substantial  house  which  he  built,  but  also  for  many 
houses  built  in  the  neighborhood.  By  hard  work  and  pluck,  Mr.  Forsell  and 
his  wife  gradually  won  success.  He  erected  a  fine  set  of  buildings,  which  were 
among  the  most  attractive  in  this  vicinity,  well  kept,  well  painted,  surrounded 
hy  a  pleasant  yard,  and  in  every  way  bespeaking  the  thrift  and  good  taste  of  its 
owner.  A  man  of  vigorous  strength,  he  was  able  to  toil  early  and  late,  and  his 
efforts  were  crowned  with  prosperity,  and  with  the  respect  of  his  neighbors. 
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After  a  long  and  useful  life,  he  died,  May  6,  1921.  The  tributes  to  his  life  and 
character  were  many.  A  newspaper  item,  after  speaking  of  his  beautiful  home 
and  well-kept  farm,  said:  “His  life  has  always  been  in  accord  with  the  sur¬ 
roundings  he  so  loved,  at  peace  with  the  world.  He  was  a  consistent  Christian 
gentleman,  a  useful  American  citizen,  kind  and  considerate  of  his  family, 
genial  and  generous  with  his  friends,  and  among  the  most  highly  respected 
men  in  his  community.*'  His  faith  was  that  of  the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church. 
Mr.  Forsell  was  married  in  Cumberland,  Wis.,  to  Anna  F.  Lundstrom,  who  was 
born  in  Sweden,  Feb.  22,  1859,  the  daughter  of  Carl  and  Christina  (Johnson) 
Lundstrom,  who  spent  the  span  of  their  years  in  that  country.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Forsell  had  six  children:  Nels  A.,  Herbert  A.,  J.  Edwin,  Anna  V.,  Hattie  C.  and 
C.  Leonard.  Nels  A.  was  born  July  3,  1886,  and  died  May  25,  1889.  Herbert  A. 
was  born  March  8,  1887.  J.  Edwin  is  a  veteran  of  the  American  Expeditionary 
Force.  He  was  born  June  27,  1890.  On  May  25,  1918,  he  was  inducted  into 
the  United  States  service.  He  trained  at  Camp  Grant,  Rockford,  Ill.,  and  was 
assigned  to  Co.  L,  343rd  Infantry,  86th  Division.  He  sailed  from  Camp  Mer¬ 
ritt,  N.  J.,  Sept.  14,  1918,  and  landed  at  Southampton,  England,  Sept.  21,  1918, 
and  then  went  to  France.  Much  of  his  time  there  was  spent  in  hospitals.  He 
returned  to  the  United  States,  Feb.  23,  1919,  and  was  discharged  at  Camp  Grant, 
March  11,  1919.  Anna  V.  was  born  Dec.  20,  1892;  Hattie  C.,  Sept.  13,  1895; 
and  C.  Leonard,  March  13,  1898.  The  children  are  all  at  home,  and  all  are 
highly  regarded  and  popular  throughout  the  community. 

John  Westin,  substantial  land  owner,  leading  citizen,  and  for  nearly  forty 
years  a  Cumberland  Township  farmer,  was  born  in  Sweden,  July  26,  1851,  the 
son  of  Andrew  and  Ulrika  (Anderson)  Westin,  both  of  whom  spent  the  span  of 
their  years  in  that  country.  He  received  his  education  in  his  native  country, 
did  farm  work  for  several  years.  As  a  young  man  he  became  a  sailor,  and  by 
application  and  attention,  qualified  as  a  second  mate.  He  crossed  the  North 
Sea  no  less  than  nineteen  times,  and  touched  at  nearly  all  the  important  ports 
on  that  body  of  water.  After  he  left  the  sea,  he  purchased  a  farm,  which  he 
operated  for  several  years.  In  1882  he  came  to  America,  landed  at  New  York, 
and  found  his  way  directly  to  Cumberland  Township  where,  with  Nels  John¬ 
son  and  John  Hedlund,  they  purchased  80  acres  of  wild  land  in  Section  22,  of 
which  his  share  was  26  acres.  Thus  he  made  his  start.  He  put  up  a  small 
house,  and  started  clearing  the  land.  He  worked  early  and  late,  used  indus¬ 
try  and  intelligence  in  his  methods,  and  as  time  passed,  achieved  a  full  meas¬ 
ure  of  prosperity.  He  worked  in  the  logging  camps  to  get  funds  to  keep  things 
going.  He  was  never  too  busy,  however,  to  think  of  the  welfare  of  the  town. 
He  had  great  faith  in  the  future  of  this  region  even  when  he  found  it  little 
more  than  a  wilderness.  He  encouraged  others  to  settle  here;  he  gave  them 
advice  as  to  getting  started,  and  he  helped  them  in  every  way  possible.  He 
foresaw  the  need  of  good  roads,  and  helped  to  build  many  of  the  highways  in 
his  vicinity.  By  shrewd  purchases,  self-denial,  and  intelligent  management,  he 
has  increased  his  holdings  until  he  now  owns  272  acres,  of  which  he  himself 
has  cleared  and  broken  150  acres.  The  tract  is  divided  into  three  farms,  on 
each  of  which  he  has  erected  a  fine  set  of  buildings.  In  association  with  his 
son,  Arthur,  he  operates  all  his  land  except  80  acres,  which  he  rents.  The 
home  place  is  one  of  the  most  sightly  to  be  found  in  the  neighborhood,  with 
well-kept  buildings,  a  good  lawn,  and  a  full  equipment  of  implements,  tools 
and  machinery.  Mr.  Westin  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairy¬ 
ing  on  an  extensive  scale,  and  has  a  good  herd  of  Holstein  and  Durham  grades. 
As  the  father  of  children,  he  is  interested  in  education,  and  has  done  good 
service  on  the  school  board.  He  is  in  every  way  all  that  a  good  citizen  should 
be,  and  his  efforts  have  played  a  real  part  in  the  development  of  the  town¬ 
ship.  Mr.  Westin  was  married  in  Sweden.  Nov.  25,  1879,  to  Minnie  Lundquist, 
who  was  born  in  that  county,  Dec.  15,  1851,  the  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Eva 
(Larson)  Lundquist,  who  spent  the  span  of  their  years  in  that  country.  This 
union  has  been  blessed  with  four  children :  Elis  V.,  L.  Arthur,  Marie  A.  and 
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James  E.  Elis  V.  was  born  Aug.  26,  1881,  and  for  fifteen  years  has  been  a  well- 
known  insurance  man  of  Rockford,  Ill.  L.  Arthur  was  born  April  27,  1884,  and 
is  his  father’s  partner  on  the  farm.  He  is  a  good  farmer,  a  good  business  man 
and  a  good  citizen ;  he  takes  his  part  in  local  affairs,  and  is  highly  regarded  by 
all  who  know  him.  Marie  A.  was  born  March  19,  1887,  and  is  the  wife  of  Carl 
Erickson,  of  Cumberland  Township.  James  E.  was  born  March  6,  1890,  and  is 
now  operating  the  branch  office  of  the  Free  Sewings  Machine  Co.  at  Spokane, 
Washington.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church. 

Hans  T.  Solum,  for  nearly  twenty-five  years  a  resident  of  Section  3,  Cum¬ 
berland  Township,  was  born  in  Norway,  Jan.  24,  1858,  and  was  there  reared  and 
attended  school.  As  a  youth  he  worked  on  farms  and  in  the  woods.  He  came 
to  America  in  1880,  landed  in  New  York,  and  found  his  way  directly  to  Cumber¬ 
land.  He  first  purchased  80  acres  in  Section  3,  and  later  added  40  more.  Still 
later  he  sold  40  acres  to  his  brother,  Iver.  He  put  up  a  log  cabin,  and  in  time 
brought  his  bride  there.  He  built  up  a  good  set  of  log  buildings  and  cleared 
about  30  acres.  In  1904  he  took  up  his  home  in  Crosby,  N.  D.  Mr.  Solum  was 
married  Dec.  5,  1885,  to  Olia  Olson,  who  was  born  in  Norway  on  Oct.  9,  1854, 
the  daughter  of  Arnie  and  Inga  (Severson)  Olson,  both  now  deceased.  This 
union  has  been  blessed  with  eight  children.  Theodore  was  born  Jan.  1.  1887. 
Albert  was  born  Sept.  26,  1888.  Edwin  was  born  July  12,  1890.  Ida  A.  was  born 
Sept.  11,  1891,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  John  Worsley,  of  Superior,  Wis.  Henry 
was  born  March  25,  1893.  Helma  O.  was  born  Dec.  4,  1894,  and  is  the  wife 
of  Lester  M.  Bonett.  John  was  born  Nov.  17,  18%.  Sophia  was  born  July  5, 
1898.  For  many  years  Mrs.  Solum  successfully  conducted  the  home  farm  with 
the  assistance  of  her  sons.  They  have  cleared  and  broken  30  more  acres.  In 
1906  they  erected  a  comfortable  and  pleasant  home.  In  1912  they  put  up  a 
chicken  coop  and  hog  house.  In  1910  they  built  a  good  barn,  furnished  with 
modern  barn  equipment.  They  successfully  carry  on  general  farming  and 
dairying,  and  have  a  good  herd  of  Holsteins  with  a  full-blooded  sire.  They 
have  stock  in  the  Cumberland  Light  &  Power  Co.,  and  in  the  Star  Cheese  Co. 
The  youngest  son,  John,  has  been  the  manager  of  the  farm  since  1915.  Mrs. 
Solum  is  a  most  worthy  woman,  of  good  business  mind,  and  an  excellent  mother 
and  neighbor.  The  sons  are  energetic  and  capable,  and  the  family  enjoys  a 
most  excellent  standing  in  the  community.  The  home  is  one  of  hospitality  and 
good  cheer,  and  the  doors  are  always  open  to  the  family  friends. 

Ole  J.  Sandve,  an  energetic  farmer  of  Section  12,  Cumberland  Township, 
was  born  in  Norway,  Dec.  4,  1875,  the  son  of  Johannes  and  Ingeburg  (Olson) 
Halverson,  also  natives  of  that  country.  The  father  followed  the  seas  as  a 
sailor  for  many  years,  and  visited  practically  all  the  principal  ports  of  the 
world.  He  is  now  dead,  and  the  mother  is  still  living  in  Norway.  There  are 
six  children  in  the  family:  Sigward,  Louisa,  Hannah,  Johannah,  Laura  and 
Ole  J.,  all  of  whom  except  the  last  named  are  still  in  Norway.  The  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  reared  and  educated  in  Norway,  and  remained  at  home 
until  he  was  seventeen  years  of  age.  He  came  to  America  in  1893,  landed  in 
New  York,  and  went  from  there  to  Norway,  Iowa,  where  he  did  farm  work  for 
three  years.  Then  he  worked  in  Marshalltown,  Iowa,  for  a  year.  From  there 
he  went  back  to  Norway,  Iowa.  In  the  meantime  he  heard  of  the  possibilities 
of  Barron  County,  and  accordingly  in  1900  he  came  here  and  bought  80  acres 
of  wild  land  in  Section  12,  Cumberland  Township.  He  cleared  up  36  acres, 
and  built  a  small  house,  and  outbuildings,  got  things  started,  and  farmed 
there  ten  years.  In  1910  he  went  to  Marshall  County,  South  Dakota,  and 
rented  a  farm  there  for  five  years.  In  1915  he  returned  to  his  Barron  County 
farm.  His  prosperity  has  increased  by  hard  work  and  application,  and  in 
1920  he  erected  a  barn,  34  by  80  feet,  furnished  with  full  James  equipment. 
Nearly  all  the  lumber  was  sawed  from  logs  cut  on  the  place.  Here  Mr. 
Sandve  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  He  has  a  good 
herd  of  graded  Holsteins,  headed  by  a  full  blooded  sire.  In  public  life,  Mr. 
Sandve  has  taken  his  share,  and  has  been  treasurer  of  his  township  a  year 
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and  road  overseer  a  year.  He  was  married  Dec.  7,  1896,  to  Gustena  Gran,  who 
was  born  Sept.  21,  1872,  the  daughter  of  Gustav  and  Olena  (Olson)  Gran, 
both  of  whom  are  now  dead.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sandve  have  six  children.  Jennie 
J.  was  born  Feb.  1,  1897,  and  is  the  wife  of  Martin  Wickre,  of  Marshaltown, 
S.  D.  Gustav  A.  was  born  June  24,  1899,  and  is  in  Marshall  County,  S.  D. 
Arthur  was  born  April  3,  1902;  Harry  was  born  Nov.  18,  1903;  Oscar  was  born 
May  26,  1909,  and  Reuben  was  born  Dec.  28,  1913.  The  family  faith  is  that  of 
the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

William  E.  Shoemaker,  a  thoroughly  modern  farmer  of  Section  4,  Clinton 
Township,  was  born  in  Avoca,  Iowa  County,  Wis.,  Sept.  16,  1866,  the  son  of 
Herman  and  Oleva  Shoemaker,  natives  respectively  of  Germany  and  Canada. 
The  father  was  for  many  years  a  blacksmith  at  Avoca,  and  there  he  died  in 
1871,  his  wife  continuing  to  live  there  until  her  death,  in  1896.  Of  their  five 
children,  there  are  now  living  two.  George  is  in  the  telephone  service  in  St. 
Paul,  Minn.  William  E.  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  and  attended  school 
there.  As  a  young  man  he  went  to  Redfield,  Spink  County,  N.  D.,  and  re¬ 
mained  two  years.  Upon  his  return  he  became  a  cheese  maker,  an  occupa¬ 
tion  which  he  followed  in  his  native  county  for  many  years.  Late  in  1904  he 
came  to  Barron  County,  and  purchased  80  acres  of  cut  over  land  in  Section 
4,  Clinton  Township.  A  small  frame  house  and  a  cow  barn  had  been  erected, 
and  a  small  tract  had  been  cleared.  From  this  beginning,  Mr.  Shoemaker  has 
built  up  as  good  a  place  as  is  to  be  found  in  the  neighborhood.  He  has  an 
eight-room  residence,  covered  with  stucco,  and  furnished  with  modern  con¬ 
veniences:  The  barn  is  a  commodious  structure,  24  by  70  feet,  with  a  lean  to, 
18  by  65  feet  for  stock.  There  are  two  silos,  10  by  24  and  12  by  24,  a  machine 
shed,  18  by  60  feet,  granary,  16  by  32,  and  other  buildings.  The  yard  is  ample 
and  sightly.  House,  barns  and  grounds  are  illuminated  with  electricity. 
Modern  machinery  and  labor  saving  devices  add  to  the  equipment  of  the  place, 
and  a  Titon  tractor  lightens  the  labor.  Mr.  Shoemaker  has  a  good  herd  of 
graded  Guernseys,  with  one  registered  cow,  and  a  registered  sire.  His  swine 
are  pure  blooded  Poland-China.  He  also  has  a  fine  flock  of  pure  blooded  brown 
Leghorn  Chickens.  As  the  father  of  children,  Mr.  Shoemaker  is  interested  in 
education,  and  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  school  board  of  his  district. 
Fraternally  he  is  a  popular  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen,  his  wife  is  a 
member  of  the  Royal  Neighbors.  All  in  all  he  is  a  man  of  real  usefulness,  a 
fine  type  of  the  active  aggressive  modern  farmer  of  the  present  day,  and  he  is 
doing  his  share  in  every' way  in  the  development  of  his  community  and  of  the 
county  at  large.  Mr.  Shoemaker  was  married  at  Highland,  Iowa  County,  Wis., 
March  9,  1897,  to  Rocelia  Anding,  who  was  born  at  Highland,  Jan.  6,  1878, 
the  daughter  of  Fred  W.  and  Louise  (Schwingle)  Anding,  natives  respectively 
of  Germany  and  of  Dansville,  New  York  State.  They  were  married  March  11, 
1873.  The  father  came  to  the  United  States  as  a  child,  and  was  reared  in 
Wisconsin.  He  still  lives  in  Highland,  Iowa  County,  where  he  has  farmed  for 
so  many  years,  and  his  wife,  born  May  9,  1864,  died  in  1916.  In  the  Anding 
family  there  were  eleven  children:  Clara,  Emma,  Louise,  Rocelia,  Cora,  Kate, 
lima,  Fred,  Oscar,  Otto  and  George  (deceased).  Clara  is  the  wife  of  Ed. 
Zemlicka,  of  Highland,  Wis.  Emma  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Klingele,  also  of 
Highland.  Louisa  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Baker,  of  Hudson,  Wis.  Cora  is  the 
wife  of  John  Bach,  of  Highland.  Kate  is  the  wife  of  John  Zemlicka,  of  Cobb, 
Wis.  lima  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Zemlicka,  of  Ida,  S.  D.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shoe¬ 
maker  have  two  children.  Ruth  is  a  proficient  teacher.  She  graduated  from 
the  Barron  County  Training  School  at  Rice  Lake  in  1916.  Howard  did  well 
with  his  studies  in  the  Cumberland  High  School  and  is  now  attending  the 
Ripon  College. 

George  Speed,  Wisconsin  pioneer,  came  to  Wisconsin  with  his  wife  and 
oldest  child,  from  New  York  State.  They  lived  a  year  in  Racine,  and  then 
farmed  a  few  years  in  Columbia  County.  Then  they  settled  in  Juneau  County, 
where  they  farmed  for  a  short  period.  In  1873  they  came  to  Barron  County 
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and  took  a  homestead  in  Section  6,  Dallas  Township.  This  was  all  wild  land, 
covered  with  heavy  timber.  They  cleared  and  cultivated  some  of  it  and 
erected  suitable  buildings.  Here  they  carried  on  general  farming  for  many 
years.  Then  they  moved  to  Barron  City.  He  died  suddenly  while  attending 
the  funeral  of  the  wife  of  his  son,  Walter,  at  Chetek.  His  wife  died  at  the 
home  of  their  son,  Frank,  in  Chetek  Township.  Three  of  their  children,  Silas, 
Walter  and  Frank,  lived  to  adult  years.  Silas,  now  deceased,  was  at  one  time 
sheriff  of  Barron  County.  Walter  was  at  one  time  editor  of  the  Chetek 
“Alert.”  He  owns  the  farm  now  operated  by  his  brother,  Frank,  but  spends 
much  of  his  time  in  Oregon. 

Frank  Speed,  residing  on  a  farm  near  the  western  limits  of  Chetek  City, 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Lowville,  Columbia  County,  Wis.,  May  27,  1854,  son 
of  George  and  Annie  L.  (Bonsteel)  Speed.  He  was  reared  in  Juneau  County, 
and  came  to  Barron  County  with  his  parents  in  1873.  For  many  years  he  was 
variously  employed  as  a  railroad  man  and  as  a  farmer.  He  was  interested 
for  a  time  in  a  sawmill  at  Barron,  in  company  with  his  brothers,  Silas  and 
Walter.  In  1900  he  first  came  to  Chetek  and  helped  in  the  office  of  the 
Chetek  “Alert”,  then  owned  and  edited  by  his  brother,  Walter.  Then  he  again 
entered  railroad  work.  He  was  employed  in  construction  work  near  Cumber¬ 
land,  in  this  county,  and  then  became  section  foreman  with  headquarters  at 
Haywood,  in  Sawyer  County.  Then  he  came  back  to  Barron  County,  and 
worked  on  the  construction  of  the  "Soo”  through  the  county.  Afterward  he 
was  section  foreman  on  a  section  some  seven  miles  west  of  Rhinelander, 
Wis.  His  next  employment  was  in  the  sawmill  and  lumber  business  at 
Barron, -in  this  county.  Subsequently  he  worked  in  a  planing  mill  at  Strick¬ 
land  in  Rush  County.  In  1900  he  took  up  his  residence  on  the  present  farm. 
His  time  is  largely  occupied  with  his  duties  as  night  watchman  at  the  plant 
of  the  Barron  County  Canning  and  Pickling  Co.  at  Chetek.  Mr.  Speed  is  held 
in  good  respect  by  the  community.  He  is  a  substantial  and  well-liked  member 
of  the  Modern  Woodmen.  His  wife  belongs  to  the  Rebekahas,  the  Royal 
Neighbors  and  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps.  Mr.  Speed  was  married  on  July  3, 
1881,  to  Edith  Wood,  born  in  Erie  County,  Penn.,  Aug.  6,  1865,  daughter  of 
Josiah  and  Sarah  Jane  (Utton)  Wood,  who  came  from  Pennsylvania  to  Wiscon¬ 
sin  in  the  seventies  and  settled  near  Lisbon,  in  Juneau  County,  afterward  mov¬ 
ing  to  Barron  County  where  they  had  forty  acres  east  of  Barron  City.  In  1890 
he  moved  to  Barron  City.  There  the  father  died,  Sept.  24,  1891.  The  mother 
took  up  her  home  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Frank  Speed,  with  whom  she  lived 
for  thirteen  years  until  her  death  May  10,  1914.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  Speed 
have  had  seven  children:  J.  Don,  Blanchp,  Earl  R.,  Ross,  Margie,  Lyle  and 
Verna.  J.  Don  was  born  Aug.  20,  1883,  and  is  foreman  of  the  Chetek  factory 
of  the  Barron  County  Canning  &  Pickling  Co.  He  married  Etna  Pryce  and 
they  have  two  children,  Doris  lone  and  Walter  Lewis.  Blanche  was  born  Dec. 
6,  1885,  and  died  at  the  age  of  14  months.  Earl  R.  was  born  June  11,  1891,  and 
is  now  supervising  teacher  in  the  East  End  High  School  at  Superior,  Wis. 
Ross  was  born  May  9,  1892,  and  now  operates  his  Uncle  Walter’s  farm  for  his 
father.  He  was  inducted  into  the  United  States  service  Aug.  2,  1918,  was 
sent  to  Camp  Taylor,  Ky.,  and  from  there  to  Camp  Merritt,  N.  J.  He  sailed 
for  France  Oct.  28,  landed  at  Brest  in  a  replacement  division,  was  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  107th  Ammunition  Train,  32nd  Division,  and  with  that  Train 
participated  in  the  Army  of  Occupation,  guarding  the  Coblenz  bridge  head. 
He  left  Germany,  April  21,  1919,  sailed  from  Brest,  May  1,  and  was  discharged 
at  Camp  Grant,  Rockford,  Ill.,  May  24,  1919.  Margie  was  bom  July  11,  1894, 
and  is  now  wife  of  Irving  Tubbs,  a  Chetek  blacksmith.  Lyle  was  born  Oct. 
20,  1896,  married  Nettie  Johnson,  of  Albertsville,  Wis.,  and  works  in  the  office 
of  the  Cheteck  “Alert”.  Verna  was  born  Dec.  15,  1898,  and  is  the  wife  of 
Bennie  Knutson,  of  Chetek. 

David  Shields,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Section  13,  Clinton  township,  was 
born  in  Canada,  in  1867,  the  son  of  James  and  Mary  Shields,  who  spent  all 
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their  lives  on  farms  in  Canada.  Of  the  eight  children  in  the  family  there  are 
now  living  six,  John,  Hugh,  Harry,  Matt,  David  and  Minnie,  all  of  whom  live 
in  Canada,  except  Matt,  who  is  in  Cumberland,  this  county,  and  David.  David 
lost  his  father  when  he  was  five  years  old,  and  was  reared  on  the  farm  by  his 
mother.  In  1883  he  came  to  the  States,  and  located  at  the  Sault  Ste  Marie, 
working  in  the  woods  and  on  drives  and  rafts.  From  there  he  went  to  Ash¬ 
land,  Wis.  He  then  went  to  Cumberland  and  joined  his  brother,  Matt.  Two 
summers  he  spent  in  North  Dakota.  For  a  time  he  was  employed  in  mills 
at  Prairie  Farm  and  Barron,  in  this  county.  In  1893  he  bought  80  acres  in 
Section  13,  Clinton  Township.  This  was  all  wild  timber  land.  He  moved  into 
the  old  house  which  stood  on  the  place,  and  started  developing  a  farm.  In 
1910  he  erected  a  modern  nine-room  house,  equipped  with  such  conveniences 
as  electric  lights,  furnace  heat,  running  hot  and  cold  water  and  bath  room. 
In  1915  he  erected  a  barn,  34  by  86  feet,  with  full  basement,  and  with  modern 
equipment.  He  has  the  best  of  tools,  implements  and  machinery,  and  every¬ 
thing  about  the  place  bespeaks  his  thrift  and  good  judgment.  He  has  a  good 
herd  of  graded  Holsteins,  and  a  number  of  horses,  and  successfully  carries  on 
general  farming  and  dairying,  selling  the  cream  to  the  Barron  Creamery  Co. 
Mr.  Shields  was  married  at  Barron  in  1891,  to  Christina  Blair,  the  daughter 
of  William  and  Margaret  Blair,  natives  of  Canada,  and  old  settlers  of  Barron 
County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shields  have  eight  children :  Ray,  Gordon,  Harry,  Edward, 
Harold,  David  W.,  Jr.,  Goldie  and  Verna.  Ray  lives  on  a  farm.  He  saw  active 
service  in  France  with  the  American  Expeditionary  Force. 

Thomas  Thompson,  Sr.,  teacher  and  farmer,  for  many  years  a  resident 
of  Section  24,  Clinton  Township,  was  born  in  Norway,  June  30,  1856,  and  was 
there  reared  and  educated.  As  a  young  man  he  became  a  teacher,  and  this  he 
followed  until  1885.  In  that  year  he  brought  his  family  to  America,  and 
found  his  way  directly  to  Barron  County,  where  he  worked  in  the  sawmills  at 
Cumberland  and  at  Sprague.  He  saved  his  earnings,  got  along  as  best  he 
could,  and  in  1892  bought  a  farm  of  80  acres  in  section  24,  Clinton  Township. 
The  land  was  all  wild  and  covered  with  heavy  timber.  He  put  up  a  log  house, 
and  started  clearing  the  land,  using  a  yoke  of  oxen  to  help  him  in  getting 
the  logs  off  and  the  stumps  out.  He  built  up  a  nice  farm,  and  as  soon  as  he 
had  enough  of  the  land  ready,  successfully  carried  on  general  farming  and 
dairying  for  many  years.  As  prosperity  permitted  he  sided  over  the  log 
cabin  and  made  it  into  a  comfortable  house.  He  also  built  a  barn,  36  by  62 
feet,  with  a  lean-to,  32  by  32  feet.  Other  buildings  were  put  up  as  necessity 
required.  On  this  place  he  still  makes  his  home,  but  the  major  part  of  the 
work  is  done  by  his  sons.  His  wife,  Gunhild,  died  Feb.  22,  1913,  at  the  age 
of  fifty-seven.  They  were  the  parents  of  six  children:  Thomas,  Jr.,  Martin, 
Ole,  Gilbert  and  Arthur,  living,  and  Albert,  deceased.  Thomas,  Jr.,  Ole 
and  Gilbert  are  on  the  home  farm.  They  are  good  citizens  and  good  farm¬ 
ers,  and  their  well  directed  efforts  are  meeting  with  success.  Martin  is  a 
clerk  in  Poskin,  and  Arthur  is  also  in  that  village.  Arthur  served  in  the 
32nd  Division,  with  the  American  Expeditionary  Force  in  France  and  with 
the  American  Army  of  Occupation  in  Germany.  Ole  trained  a  year  for 
aviation  service  in  Florida. 

Thomas  Thompson,  Jr.,  an  energetic  farmer  of  section  24,  Clinton  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  Norway,  Dec.  7,  1885,  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Gunhild 
Thompson,  who  brought  him  to  Barron  County  when  he  was  an  infant  of  six 
months.  He  was  reared  and  educated  in  this  county,  and  as  a  young  man 
helped  to  clear  and  operate  the  farm,  and  worked  on  the  railroad  sections  and 
in  the  woods.  He  and  his  brother,  Ole,  took  over  the  home  farm  which  they 
now  operate  assisted  by  their  brother  Gilbert.  They  have  purchased  an 
additional  80  acres,  making  a  good  place  of  160  acres.  Here  they  successfully 
carry  on  general  farming  and  dairying  and  have  a  good  herd.  Mr.  Thompson 
was  married  at  Barron,  on  June  17,  1911,  to  Sophie  Hoff,  who  was  born  in 
Minneapolis,  Minn.,  May  9,  1888,  the  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Elsie  Hoff, 
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natives  of  Norway,  who  came  to  Barron  county  in  1893,  from  Minneapolis, 
Minn.,  and  settled  in  Clinton  Township,  where  they  now  live.  The  father  is 
a  carpenter  by  trade,  and  has  followed  that  in  connection  with  farming.  In 
the  family  there  are  three  children,  one  having  died  in  infancy.  Sophie  is  the 
wife  of  Thomas  Thompson,  Jr.  Anna  is  the  wife  of  Peter  Peterson,  of  Poskin. 
Sarah  is  the  wife  of  George  Schmidt,  of  Poskin.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thompson  have 
four  children:  Gertrude,  Elsie,  Viola  and  Thelma,  all  at  home.  The  family 
attends  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church,  which  Mr.  Thompson  helped  to  build, 
and  of  which  he  is  a  liberal  supporter. 

John  Troan,  a  worthy  early  settler  of  Section  7,  Clinton  Township,  who 
came  through  many  hardships  to  a  comfortable  prosperity,  and  died  with  the 
honor  and  respect  of  the  community,  was  born  in  Norway,  Mar.  5,  1857,  and  as 
a  youth  learned  the  tailoring  and  shoemaking  trade.  In  1887  he  came  to  Bar¬ 
ron  County,  and  located  at  Comstock,  in  Cumberland  Township,  where  he 
worked  in  the  mills.  That  fall,  he  moved  to  Almena  Township,  and  built  a  log 
cabin  in  which  he  lived  for  the  winter  with  his  family.  In  1888,  he  purchased 
160  acres  in  Section  7,  Clinton  Township,  which  was  covered  with  stumps, 
trees  and  brush.  He  cut  down  a  few  of  the  trees,  and  used  the  logs  to  build  a 
cabin  in  the  little  clearing  he  made.  Then  he  started  farming  with  one  cow 
and  a  few  chickens.  He  had  no  money,  times  were  hard,  the  task  of  getting  a 
little  land  under  cultivation  was  long  and  arduous,  and  he  and  his  family  en¬ 
dured  many  privations  and  hardships.  But  they  were  willing  to  make  sacrifices 
for  the  future,  and  bore  the  hard  life  cheerfully.  As  time  passed,  their  toil 
brought  prosperity.  Mr.  Troan  became  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  this 
region,  one  who  always  stood  for  everything  that  was  right,  and  one  whose 
worth  and  character  were  esteemed.  He  served  for  some  time  as  a  valued  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  school  board.  He  was  one  of  the  stockholders  in  the  Almena  Tele¬ 
phone  Co.  After  a  long  and  useful  life,  he  died,  July  5,  1918.  Mr.  Troan  was 
married  in  Norway  on  July  10,  1884,  to  Marie  (Eggen)  Troan,  who  was  born 
Aug.  29,  1860,  and  is  still  living  on  the  home  farm.  She  is  a  most  worthy 
woman,  esteemed  as  a  wife,  mother  and  neighbor.  In  the  family  there  are 
four  children:  Mary,  Bertha,  John,  Jr.,  and  Arnold.  Mary  married  Knute 
Hagen,  of  Superior,  and  has  three  children.  Bertha  married  Knut  Knutson,  of 
Cumberland,  and  has  a  fine  pair  of  twin  sons.  John,  Jr.,  operates  the  home 
farm  for  the  mother,  and  Arnold  assists  him.  John,  Jr.,  was  born  April  7, 
1889,  and  Arnold,  Aug.  12,  1902.  Both  were  reared  here,  assisted  their  father, 
and  have  always  remained  at  home.  They  are  men  who  stand  well  in  the  com¬ 
munity,  and  are  well  regarded  as  energetic  and  progressive  citizens.  They  are 
successfully  carrying  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  and  have  a  good  herd 
of  graded  Shorthorns.  Cream  is  sold  to  the  Barron  Creamery  Co.  The  farm  is 
well  equipped  and  is  in  a  high  stage  of  cultivation.  The  family  faith  is  that 
of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

William  A.  Selle,  of  Turtle  Lake  Township,  proprietor  of  one  of  the  best 
farms  in  Barron  County,  which  he  has  himself  developed  by  hard  work  through 
a  period  of  24  years,  was  born  in  Chicago,  Ill.,  Sept.  5,  1861,  son  of  Christopher 
and  Henrietta  Selle.  The  parents  were  both  natives  of  Germany,  the  father 
coming  to  this  country  when  a  young  man  and  the  mother  when  a  girl  with 
her  parents.  They  were  married  in  Chicago  about  1860,  and  in  that  city  Mrs. 
Henrietta  Selle  died  in  1866.  Christopher  Selle  later  contracted  a  second  mar¬ 
riage  and  removed  with  his  family  in  1871  to  Stanton  County,  Nebraska,  and 
settled  on  a  farm,  where  he  resided  until  his  death  in  June,  1899.  The  chil¬ 
dren  of  his  first  marriage  were,  William  A.,  Christ,  Henry  and  August,  of  whom 
Christ  and  Henry  are  now  deceased.  Of  the  second  union,  four  children  were 
born.  William  A  Selle  acquired  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  Chi¬ 
cago.  Afterwards,  he  assisted  his  father,  both  in  his  trade  and  on  the  farm. 
It  was  while  residing  in  Nebraska  that  he  was  married,  Sept.  5,  1886,  to 
Amanda,  daughter  of  Carl  and  Wilhelmina  (Loarke)  Lenser,  of  Stanton  County, 
that  state.  He  had  previously  bought  160  acres  of  prairie  land,  on  which  he 
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and  his  wife  began  housekeeping.  In  December,  1888.  he  sold  out  and  came  to 
Barron  County,  buying  80  acres  of  land  in  Section  25,  Turtle  Lake  Township. 
He  was  now  confronted  with  a  difficult  proposition.  The  land  was  wild  and 
without  buildings,  and  his  funds  were  at  low  ebb.  As  a  first  residence  he  con¬ 
structed  a  small  board  shanty  and  then  began  the  pioneer  labor  of  developing 
a  farm,  the  difficulties  of  which  are  familiar  to  every  early  settler.  Though  for 
years  in  embarrassed  circumstances,  scarcely  able  to  provide  the  necessaries 
of  life,  he  persevered  through  good  and  bad  fortune  until  he  attained  the  goal  of 
his  ambition.  The  results  are  patent  in  his  present  admirable  farm  of  240 
acres,  all  in  one  body  of  land,  with  its  valuable  stock  and  neat  and  substantial 
buildings.  He  now  has  under  cultivation  100  acres,  the  balance  being  in  pas¬ 
ture,  and  is  carrying  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  having  30  milch  cows 
of  the  Red  Poll  variety.  His  residence  is  a  fine  one  and  a  half  story  house  of 
six  rooms.  His  frame  barn  measures  36  by  96  by  14  feet,  with  a  basement  of 
8  feet  for  cattle,  and  is  equipped  with  the  James  outfit.  There  is  a  separate 
horse  barn;  and  among  the  other  buildings  are  tool  sheds,  a  hog  house,  poultry 
house,  well  house  and  garage.  All  the  buildings  are  lighted  by  electricity,  and 
are  provided  with  running  water.  In  the  villages  of  Turtle  Lake,  Almena  and 
Clayton,  he  has  three  convenient  markets,  which  he  can  reach  quickly  with  his 
seven-passenger  Studebaker  auto.  For  the  past  six  years  Mr.  Selle  has  been 
a  member  of  the  school  board  of  District  No.  3.  While  in  Nebraska  he  served 
an  equal  length  of  time  on  his  school  board  there,  and  was  also  for  a  while 
township  assessor.  He  and  his  wife  have  reared  a  family  of  eleven  children, 
who  were  born  as  follows:  Wilhelmina,  July  17,  1887;  August,  Aug.  27,  1888; 
William,  April  12,  1890;  Amanda,  May  22,  1892;  Christian,  Oct.  2,  1894;  Hen¬ 
rietta,  Nov.  1,  1896;  Martha,  March  3,  1898;  Carl,  November  24,  1900;  Henry, 
Oct.  30,  1902;  Julius,  March  5,  1905;  and  Louisa,  Nov.  15,  1907.  Wilhelmina 
is  now  Mrs.  August  Eggert  of  Turtle  Lake  Township,  and  has  four  children, 
Paul,  Herman,  Sophia  and  Dora.  William,  who  gave  his  life  for  his  country, 
was  inducted  into  the  United  States  service  July  23,  1918,  and  trained  at  Camp 
Grant,  Ill.  He  went  overseas  Oct.  7,  1918,  and  was  in  the  battle  of  the  Argonne, 
as  a  member  of  Company  D,  318th  Infantry,  86th  Division.  Falling  sick,  he 
was  taken  to  the  hospital,  where  he  died  of  pneumonia.  Feb.  11,  1919.  His  body 
was  sent  home,  and  was  laid  to  its  eternal  rest  here,  Jan.  16,  1921.  August  is  a 
farmer  of  Stanton  County,  Nebraska.  He  was  inducted  into  the  service  Jan. 
23,  1918,  trained  at  Camp  Wadsworth,  South  Carolina,  sailed  for  overseas  Sept. 
30,  1918,  served  with  an  ammunition  train,  returned  to  the  States  July  30,  1919, 
and  was  discharged  at  Camp  Dodge,  Iowa,  July  29,  1919.  Amanda  is  the  wife 
of  Henry  Graunke  of  Turtle  Lake  Township  and  has  three  children,  Emil, 
Arthur  and  August.  Christian,  as  yet  unmarried,  is  a  farmer  at  Marsh  Lake, 
Polk  County,  Wis.  Henrietta  is  now  Mrs.  Theodore  Hohneke  of  Wayne  County, 
Nebraska,  and  has  one  child,  Theodore.  Martha,  who  resides  at  home,  is  organ¬ 
ist  for  the  Silver  Creek  Lutheran  Church.  The  other  children  are  all  on  the 
home  farm.  Mr.  Selle  and  his  family  are  members  of  the  church  above  men¬ 
tioned,  taking  an  active  part  in  its  work.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican. 

Joseph  Statton,  early  settler,  now  living  retired  in  Cumberland,  was  born 
in  Cornwall,  England,  Aug.  14,  1845,  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Felicia  (Stevens) 
Statton,  who,  as  young  people,  came  from  England  to  Mitchell,  Province  of 
Ontaria,  Canada,  and  spent  the  remainder  of  their  days  farming.  The  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  brought  to  Canada  as  a  child,  and  was  there  reared  and 
educated.  For  some  years  he  worked  on  the  farm  with  his  parents,  and  then 
learned  the  mason  trade.  In  1879  he  came  to  the  United  States,  and  purchased 
80  acres  from  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  in  section  33,  Cumberland  Township.  He 
erected  a  fine  set  of  buildings  and  cleared  the  whole  eighty.  In  erecting  the 
buildings  he  did  all  the  mason  and  carpenter  work  himself.  He  has  also  at 
different  times  done  considerable  contracting  and  building  throughout  the 
county.  On  his  well  developed  farm,  he  successfully  conducted  general  farm¬ 
ing  and  dairying  for  many  years.  His  herd  was  of  Red  Poll  and  Durham  cat- 
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tie.  He  followed  modern  methods  and  was  one  of  the  prosperous  men  of  his 
community.  He  believed  in  progress,  and  helped  to  build  a  number  of  the 
roads  in  the  township.  For  some  eight  years  he  did  good  service  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  his  school  board.  In  1918  he  sold  the  farm  and  moved  to  Cumberland, 
where  he  has  a  pleasant  residence.  Mr.  Statton  is  a  shrewd  and  prudent 
citizen.  He  has  done  his  duty  in  life  as  he  has  seen  it,  he  has  ever  been 
mindful  of  the  rights  of  others,  and  he  has  had  the  best  interests  of  the  com¬ 
munity  at  heart.  He  is  held  in  high  regard,  honored  and  respected  by  all  with 
whom  he  comes  in  contact,  and  his  judgment  is  sound  and  safe.  He  was 
married  April  2,  1879,  to  Louisa  Avery,  who  was  born  in  Ontario,  Canada,  Dec. 
14,  1858,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Susan  (Baab)  Avery,  both  now  deceased. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Statton  have  three  children.  Ethel  was  born  Jan.  1,  1880,  and 
is  the  wife  of  Sterling  D.  Shellito,  of  Washington  State.  Agnes  was  born 
Jan.  22,  1882,  and  is  the  wife  of  F.  E.  Utman,  of  St.  Thomas,  Canada.  William 
T.  was  born  April  6,  1887,  and  is  a  farmer  of  Cumberland  Township. 

William  T.  Statton,  an  enterprising  farmer  of  section  27,  Cumberland 
Township,  is  a  native  of  the  township  where  he  now  lives,  having  been  born  on 
Section  33,  April  6,  1887,  the  son  of  Joseph  and  Louisa  (Avery)  Statton,  early 
settlers.  He  attended  the  district  school,  was  reared  on  the  home  farm,  and 
learned  farming  from  his  father.  In  1908  he  bought  his  present  place  of  80 
acres.  He  improved  and  renovated  the  buildings,  and  in  1916  erected  a  barn, 
36  by  64  feet,  furnished  with  full  James  equipment.  Here  he  successfully 
carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  He  is  one  of  the  active  men  of  the 
community  and  is  already  making  good  strides  along  the  road  to  success.  Mr. 
Statton  was  married  March  12,  1913,  to  Mabel  Mullikin,  who  was  born  March 
31,  1888,  in  Wisconsin,  the  daughter  of  Mack  and  Anna  (Hinze)  Mullikin,  of 
Barron  Township,  this  county.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  six  chil¬ 
dren.  Leota  M.  was  born  Jan.  30,  1914;  Joseph  W.  was  born  Feb.  20,  1917; 
Ralph  R.  was  born  March  26,  1918;  Don  and  Dale  (twins)  were  born  Aug. 
20,  1919;  and  Evelyn  Joyce,  born  April  19,  1921. 

Peter  Wold,  a  hard  working  farmer  of  Section  8,  Clinton  Township,  was 
born  in  Norway,  April  11,  1882,  the  son  of  Elef  and  Johanna  Wold.  These 
good  people  were  born  and  reared  and  married  in  Norway,  where  for  some 
years,  Elef  was  a  miner.  They  came  to  the  United  States  in  1882,  and  settled 
on  40  acres  in  Section  8,  Clinton  Township.  This  was  all  wild  land,  and  there 
were  only  a  few  settlers  in  the  vicinity.  He  put  up  a  log  cabin,  started  clear¬ 
ing  up  the  land,  and  began  farming  with  an  ox  team.  As  time  passed  he 
developed  a  good  farm,  put  up  a  good  barn,  silo,  granary  and  other  buildings, 
got  part  of  the  land  under  cultivation,  and  successfully  carried  on  general 
farming.  After  a  useful  life,  filled  with  worthy  work,  he  died  Dec.  31,  1916, 
and  his  death  was  sincerely  mourned.  Of  the  nine  children,  five  are  living. 
Emma  is  the  wife  of  Peter  Rice,  of  Whitearth,  N.  D.  Mary  is  the  wife  of 
Peter  Lien  of  Whitearth,  N.  D.  Petrena  is  the  wife  of  Andrew  Steenberg  of 
Whitearth,  N.  D.  Ingle  lives  in  New  York  City.  Peter  was  brought  to  this 
county  as  an  infant.  He  was  reared  here,  attended  the  district  school,  and 
learned  farming  from  his  father.  Gradually  he  assumed  the  responsibility  of 
the  place,  and  upon  his  father’s  death  in  1916  bought  it.  He  has  continued 
the  improvements  started  by  his  father,  has  cleared  up  more  of  the  land,  and 
purchased  additional  equipment.  He  has  also  erected  a  modern  seven-room 
house.  Here  he  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying  and  has 
a  good  herd.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Alemena  Telephone  Co.  He  and  his 
mother  live  together.  A  nephew,  Elling  Rice,  also  lives  with  them  and  helps 
operate  the  farm.  They  have  a  hospitable  home,  always  open  to  their  friends, 
they  are  taking  their  share  in  the  affairs  of  the  community,  and  all  three  are 
highly  regarded  by  all  who  know  them.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the 
Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Fred  C.  Schmidt,  a  modern  and  progressive  farmer  of  Section  35  and  36, 
Cumberland  Township,  was  born  in  Hoboken,  New  Jersey,  Oct.  4,  1872,  the 
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son  of  Christian  and  Margaret  (Buchin)  Schmidt,  natives  of  Germany.  These 
good  people  came  to  America  in  1871,  and  lived  in  Hoboken,  N.  J.,  until  1882, 
when  they  settled  on  a  farm  in  Afton  Township,  Howard  County,  Iowa.  There 
the  father  farmed  until  his  death,  May  5,  1913,  and  the  mother  now  lives  at 
Elma,  Iowa.  In  the  family  there  are  four  children:  Johannah,  now  Mrs. 
Charles  Stork,  of  Riceville,  Iowa;  Kate,  the  wife  of  August  Lauck,  of  Howard 
Township,  Howard  County,  Iowa;  William,  of  St.  Paul,  and  Fred  C.  Fred  C. 
attended  school  in  Iowa,  and  thoroughly  learned  farming  from  his  father.  For 
a  time  he  worked  as  a  farm  laborer,  and  then  rented  a  farm  near  Riceville, 
Iowa.  For  three  years  he  farmed  at  Lake  Benton,  Minn.,  and  for  four  years  at 
Princeton,  Minn.  In  1907  he  took  over  his  father’s  farm  and  operated  it  for 
two  years.  He  came  to  Barron  County  in  1909  and  purchased  80  acres  in 
Maple  Grove  Township.  There  he  built  up  a  good  place.  He  sold  in  1912,  and 
bought  his  present  place  of  200  acres.  He  has  christened  the  place  the  Maple 
Leaf  Stock  Farm.  He  rebuilt  and  remodeled  all  the  buildings,  put  in  such 
improvements  as  running  water  in  the  house  and  barns,  beautified  the  lawn, 
rnd  now  has  as  sightly  a  farm  place  as  is  to  be  found  in  the  neighborhood. 
He  has  cleared  an  additional  60  acres.  The  farm  is  well  tilled  and  productive, 
and  is  equipped  with  good  tools,  implements  and  machinery.  He  successfully 
carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  and  is  well  along  the  road  to  suc¬ 
cess.  His  cattle  are  graded  Durhams,  his  sheep  are  purebred  Shropshires, 
and  his  chickens  full  blooded  Plymouth  Rocks.  He  is  thoroughly  convinced 
of  the  advantages  of  modern  methods,  and  is  doing  his  share  toward  the 
progress  of  the  town.  He  has  stock  in  the  Co-operative  Store  at  Poskin.  Mr. 
Schmidt  was  married  March  7,  1895,  to  Anna  Miller,  who  was  born  in  Racine, 
Wis.,  daughter  of  Peter  and  Liza  Miller.  She  died  at  the  age  of  32.  By  this 
union  there  were  five  children.  Charles  was  born  May  17,  1898.  Fred  was 
born  April  24,  1899.  Edward  was  born  July  6,  1900.  Margaret  was  born  May 
5,  1902.  Minnie  was  born  Sept.  6,  1906  and  died  Sept.  23,  1906.  On  Nov.  16, 
1906.  Mr.  Schmidt  married  Ida  Jasch,  who  was  born  at  Posen,  Germany  in 
1881,  the  daughter  of  Henry  and  Huldah  (Arndt)  Jasch,  both  now  deceased. 
This  union  has  been  blessed  with  two  children:  Henry,  born  Dec.  21,  1907; 
and  Mary,  born  Dec.  6,  1908.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  German  Lutheran 
Church. 

Tom  Knutson,  early  settler  and  substantial  land  owner  of  Cumberland 
Township,  has  had  an  important  and  active  part  in  the  upbuilding  of  his 
community.  He  was  born  in  Tolgen,  Norway,  Dec.  1,  1853,  the  son  of  Knute 
and  Anna  (Ageren),  who  spent  all  their  years  in  that  country.  He  was 
educated  in  his  native  land  and  as  a  youth  and  young  man  did  farming  and 
railroad  work  there.  In  1879  he  came  to  America,  landed  in  Philadelphia, 
Penn.,  found  his  way  to  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  and  did  railroad  work  there  for 
eighteen  months.  In  the  fall  of  1880,  he  came  to  Barron  County,  and  worked  a 
short  time  near  Comstock,  in  the  employ  of  the  Greggs  &  Foster  Lumber  Co. 
Then  he  went  back  to  Minnesota  and  did  railroad  work  again.  In  1882  he 
once  more  came  to  Barron  County,  and  bought  80  acres  in  Section  31,  Cumber¬ 
land  Township.  This  was  all  covered  with  heavy  timber.  He  built  a  log 
house  and  barn  from  trees  standing  on  the  place,  and  established  his  home. 
It  is  interesting  to  know  that  this  log  cabin  is  still  standing.  Gradually  he 
cleared  up  the  place  and  made  improvements.  In  1918  he  erected  a  sightly 
modern  home  of  ten  rooms.  He  also  has  a  good  barn  and  suitable  outbuildings. 
The  yard  has  been  beautified,  and  everything  about  the  place  bespeaks  the 
thrift,  good  judgment,  hard  work,  and  sound  taste  of  the  owner,  as  well  as  of 
his  prosperity  and  success.  By  frugal  habits  and  wise  purchases,  he  has  in¬ 
creased  his  holdings  from  time  to  time  until  he  owns  240  acres  of  good  lafad 
in  Cumberland  and  Crystal  Lake  Townships.  He  successfully  carries  on 
general  farming  and  dairying,  and  has  a  good  herd  of  mixed  stock.  From 
the  time  of  his  first  arrival  he  has  done  every  possible  thing  he  could  in  up¬ 
building  the  neighborhood,  not  only  in  developing  his  own  place  but  also  in 
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assisting  others.  He  early  saw  that  good  roads  were  a  necessity  if  farm 
products  were  to  be  marketed  profitably,  and  he  has  assisted  in  building  and 
repairing  many  miles  of  roads  in  the  township.  He  is  a  most  admirable 
citizen  in  every  respect,  he  is  widely  and  favorably  known,  he  has  been  faith¬ 
ful  to  every  duty  that  Life  has  sent  him,  and  his  career  is  a  useful  and  active 
one.  Being  the  father  of  a  fine  family  of  children,  he  has  naturally  taken  an 
interest  in  the  educational  affairs  of  the  community,  and  has  served  in  all 
three  capacities  on  the  schoolboard  of  his  district.  Mr.  Knutson  was  married 
Nov.  9,  1883,  to  Sigrud  Dolplados,  who  was  born  in  Norway,  Dec.  29,  1860,  the 
daughter  of  Peter  and  Margaret  Dolplados,  now  deceased.  This  union  has 
been  blessed  with  four  children:  Anna,  Knute,  Peter  and  Martin.  Anna  was 
born  Aug.  18,  1884,  and  is  the  wife  of  Robert  Johnson,  of  Clinton  Township. 
Knute  was  born  Dec.  24,  1886,  and  is  at  home.  Peter  was  born  Dec.  4,  1893. 
He  was  inducted  into  the  United  States  service,  April  3,  1918.  He  trained  at 
Camp  Lewis,  Wash.,  with  the  28th  Coast  Artillery.  Later  he  was  sent  to 
Camp  Green  leaf,  Va.  He  arrived  in  France  in  October,  1918.  He  arrived  in 
the  States  again,  July  18,  1919,  and  was  discharged  at  Camp  Grant,  Rockford, 
Ill.,  July  23,  1919.  He  is  now  employed  by  the  Hines  Mercantile  Co.,  at  Cum¬ 
berland,  in  which  his  father  is  a  stockholder.  Martin  was  born  Aug.  20,  1889, 
and  is  at  home.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Albert  Wetzel,  early  settler  of  Stanley  Township,  now  deceased,  was  born 
in  Germany,  and  was  brought  to  the  United  States  by  his  parents  when  he  was 
about  seven  years  old.  The  voyage  was  made  aboard  a  sailing  vessel,  the  trip 
taking  seven  long  weeks.  After  landing,  the  family  came  to  this  state,  and 
located  near  Watertown,  Dodge  County,  where  they  took  up  a  pioneer  farm. 
There  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  and  educated.  It  was  there  also 
that  he  married  Ida  Heuer,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred  Heuer.  and 
there  his  oldest  child,  Albert,  now  deceased,  was  born.  Then,  like  his  father 
before  him,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  decided  to  become  a  pioneer.  So  he  set 
out  afoot,  and  after  looking  about,  chose  a  tract  of  120  acres  of  wild  land, 
in  Section  13,  Stanley  Township,  this  county.  Here  he  brought  his  wife  and 
child,  and  they  moved  into  an  old  shack  which  already  stood  on  the  place. 
He  was  poor,  without  money,  and  with  but  few  tools.  But  he  was  resource¬ 
ful  and  had  undaunted  courage.  He  traded  a  good  watch  for  a  cow,  and  thus 
had  milk  for  the  family  and  butter  for  the  table.  In  one  way,  he  was  somewhat 
better  off  than  his  neighbors.  He  was  a  skilled  millwright,  and  earned  money 
by  assisting  in  building  mills  throughout  this  part  of  the  county.  Most  of  the 
supplies  for  the  household,  especially  fiour  had  to  be  brought  from  Chippewa 
Falls,  the  journey  usually  being  made  afoot,  but  sometimes  with  oxen.  As 
the  years  passed  his  hard  work  resulted  in  success.  He  added  to  his  farm 
until  he  owned  160  acres  of  good  land.  He  was  a  prominent  man  in  the  com¬ 
munity,  and  held  town  and  school  office.  Early  services  of  the  German 
Lutheran  Church  were  held  in  his  cabin,  and  when  the  congregation  was 
organized  he  helped  to  build  the  church  at  Sumner,  and  served  at  times  as  one 
of  its  officers.  After  a  useful  and  honored  life,  he  died  May  9,  1919.  His 
widow  now  lives  in  Cameron.  In  the  family  there  were  eight  children :  Albert, 
George,  John,  Frank,  Carl,  Effie,  Alfred  and  Harry. 

George  Wetzel,  a  well-to-do  farmer  living  on  a  good  farm  of  160  acres  in 
Section  23,  Stanley  Township,  was  born  in  an  old  shack  on  Section  13,  this 
township,  March  4,  1883,  the  son  of  Albert  and  Ida  (Heuer)  Wetzel,  early 
settlers.  He  was  educated  in  a  little  log  school  house  in  his  neighborhood  and 
learned  farming  from  his  father.  He  remained  on  the  home  place  and  as  his 
father  advanced  in  years,  took  over  the  management.  He  made  many  improve¬ 
ments  including  a  new  barn.  Then  he  sold  out  the  home  place,  and  on  Nov. 
6,  1919,  bought  his  present  farm.  It  is  well  improved  and  well  equipped  in 
every  way.  Mr.  Wetzel  here  carries  on  general  farming,  and  has  some  Hol¬ 
stein  cattle  of  good  grade.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers’  Co-operative 
Store  at  Cameron.  Mr.  Wetzel  was  married,  Oct.  16,  1909,  to  Julia  Sather,  the 
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daughter  of  Cris.  and  Sophia  (Larson)  Sather,  and  granddaughter  of  Borra 
and  Johanna  Larson,  the  pioneers.  She  was  born  April  6,  1890,  in  the  log 
cabin  of  her  grandparents,  on  Section  24,  Stanley  Township.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wetzel  have  two  bright  boys,  Raymond,  born  Oct.  29,  1910,  and  Rolland,  born 
April  14,  1914. 

Levi  Perry  Busch,  an  energetic  young  farmer  of  Section  14,  Stanley 
Township,  better  known  as  Lee  Busch,  is  a  native  of  this  county,  born  in 
Sumner  Township,  Feb.  6,  1892,  the  son  of  Fred  and  Ella  (Landon)  Busch. 
The  father  was  a  stationary  engineer  and  was  employed  for  some  years  in 
sawmills  at  Canton  and  elsewhere,  as  well  as  operating  his  own  farm.  He 
was  born  in  1862,  came  to  Barron  County  about  1888,  and  died  in  1907.  He  had 
seven  children,  of  whom  Levi  Perry  was  the  second.  Levi  Perry  was  reared 
on  the  home  farm,  attended  school,  and  learned  farming  from  his  father.  As 
a  youth  he  worked  in  the  woods  winters  and  on  farms  summers.  In  1917  he 
began  renting  farms.  He  now  rents  a  good  farm  in  Section  14,  Stanley  Town¬ 
ship,  which  he  is  successfully  conducting.  He  was  inducted  into  the  United 
States  service,  July  15,  1918,  trained  with  the  22nd  Company,  161st  Depot 
Brigade,  at  Camp  Grant,  Rockford,  Ill.,  and  was  discharged  Dec.  12,  1918, 
reaching  home  in  time  for  the  Christmas  festivities.  Mr.  Busch  married 
Dorothy  Huiras,  who  was  born  in  Odell,  Ill.,  May  20,  1896,  the  daughter  of 
Mathias  and  Catherine  (Miller)  Huiras.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Busch  have  three  chil¬ 
dren:  Loretta,  born  May  3,  1918;  Viola,  born  Jan.  7,  1920,  and  Teddy  Levi, 
born  July  27,  1921.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

Edward  A.  Erickson,  successful  farmer  of  Stanley  Township,  and  well 
known  potato  buyer  of  Cameron,  was  born  in  Dane  County,  this  state;  Aug. 
7,  1872,  son  of  John  and  Carrie  (Branden)  Erickson,  who  brought  him  to 
Maple  Grove  Township  when  he  was  an  infant.  He  was  reared  on  the  home 
farm,  and  attended  the  rural  schools  and  the  Barron  High  School.  As  a  youth 
he  worked  in  the  office  of  the  Barron  “Shield”,  at  Barron,  and  in  the  office  of 
the  Nelson  County  “Observer”,  at  Lakota,  N.  D.  When  he  was  21,  he  pur¬ 
chased  85  acres  in  Section  31,  Stanley  Township,  and  started  farming  on  his 
own  responsibility.  Later  he  bought  60  acres  in  Barron  Township,  and  lived 
there  until  June,  1920,  when  he  went  back  to  the  tract  in  Section  31,  Stanley. 
He  now  owns  145  acres.  By  hard  work  and  good  judgment  he  has  ac¬ 
quired  success,  and  is  profitably  engaged  in  general  farming,  stock  raising  and 
dairying.  Since  1907  he  has  devoted  a  part  of  each  year  to  potato  buying  and 
is  now  one  of  the  leading  buyers  in  this  part  of  the  county.  For  two  years  he 
also  engaged  in  business  at  Barron,  this  county,  operating  a  flour  and  feed 
store  and  buying  hay,  grain  and  potatoes.  He  has  extensive  holdings  here  and 
elsewhere.  He  holds  stock  in  the  First  National  Bank  of  Barron;  the  Barron 
Co-operative  Creamery ;  the  Consumers’  Store  at  Barron ;  the  Bloomer  Farmers’ 
Store  Co.,  which  operates  a  chain  of  stores;  the  Mason  Shoe  Co.,  of  Chippewa 
Falls,  and  the  Chippewa  Falls  Silver  Fox  Farm  of  Chippewa  Falls.  In  public 
life  he  has  been  treasurer  of  the  town  of  Barron  for  three  years.  He  has  also 
been  a  member  of  the  school  board  for  a  considerable  period.  Fraternally  he 
is  a  charter  member  of  the  Beavers  at  Barron.  Mr.  Erickson  was  married  Dec. 
26,  1898,  to  Gusta  Nerison,  daughter  of  Osmund  and  Margaret  Nerison, 
natives  of  Norway,  who  came  to  the  United  States  and  acquired  land  in  Stan¬ 
ley  Township,  this  county,  the  father  being  now  dead  and  the  mother  making 
her  home  with  the  Erickson  family.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Erickson  have  two  chil¬ 
dren,  Harold  and  Alfred,  two  sturdy  sons  who  are  at  home  helping  with  the 
farm  work. 

Hans  Emerson,  an  early  settler  of  Section  36,  Stanley  Township,  was  born 
in  Norway,  the  son  of  Amund  and  Caroline  Marie  Amundson.  In  1866  the  par¬ 
ents  set  out  with  three  of  the  sons,  Martin,  Edward  and  Carl,  and  after  a  long 
voyage  of  seven  weeks  aboard  a  sailing  vessel,  landed  safely  in  America,  and 
found  their  way  to  Chippewa  County,  this  state,  where  the  parents  spent  the 
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remainder  of  their  lives.  Two  years  later,  in  1868,  Hans  and  Amund,  Jr.,  joined 
the  family  in  Chippewa  County.  The  other  son,  Johanas,  stayed  in  Norway. 
Hans  worked  in  the  mills  at  Chippewa  Falls  for  several  years,  and  in  1870 
came  to  Barron  County,  where  he  secured  200  acres  of  wild  land,  in  Section  36, 
Stanley  Township.  Here  he  erected  a  log  cabin,  log  barns,  and  log  sheds,  and 
started  farming.  For  a  while  conditions  were  hard.  There  was  little  money, 
and  comforts  were  scarce.  Often  he  walked  to  Chippewa  Falls  to  do  his  trad¬ 
ing,  bringing  home  provisions  on  his  back.  As  the  years  passed  the  family 
prospered  and  achieved  success.  Mr.  Emerson  died  Jan.  18,  1908.  His  wife 
died  in  March,  1918.  Both  were  devout  members  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran 
Church. 

Carl  J.  Emerson,  a  representative  farmer  of  Section  36,  Stanley  Township, 
is  a  native  of  this  state,  born  near  Bloomer,  Chippewa  County,  Sept.  1,  1869,  the 
son  of  Hans  and  Sophia  Amundson,  the  pioneers.  He  was  brought  to  his 
present  farm  as  a  baby,  and  was  here  reared,  attending  the  neighboring  school, 
and  learning  farming  from  his  father.  He  now  owns  50  acres  of  the  old 
farm,  to  which  he  has  added  60  acres,  so  that  he  has  a  good  place  of  110  acres. 
He  had  put  up  a  comfortable  house  and  suitable  barns  and  other  buildings, 
and  has  excellent  equipment.  He  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying 
and  raises  good  stock.  He  is  well  regarded  throughout  the  community.  Mr. 
Emerson  was  married  Jan.  27,  1904,  to  Emma  Nelson,  who  was  born  in  Poskin, 
Barron  County,  Jan.  9,  1882,  the  daughter  of  August  and  Johanna  Nelson,  na¬ 
tives  of  Sweden,  who  came  to  America  as  young  people,  were  married  at  Flint, 
Mich.,  located  at  Cedar  Falls,  Dunn  County,  this  state,  and  then  came  to  Clin¬ 
ton  Township,  this  county,  and  took  a  homestead,  both  being  now  dead.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Emerson  have  three  children,  Arthur,  Alda  and  Orville,  all  living  at 
home. 

Ole  Erickson,  a  leading  citizen  owning  320  acres  in  Section  36,  Stanley 
Township,  is  a  splendid  type  of  the  men  of  his  nationality  who  have  brought 
here  the  sturdy  virtues  of  their  ancestors,  and  is  pointed  out  as  an  example 
of  everything  that  a  good  farmer  should  be.  He  is  of  pleasant  and  genial 
personality,  a  pleasant  companion  to  those  of  his  own  generation,  and  deeply 
beloved  by  those  of  the  younger  generations.  He  has  been  a  hard  working 
man  all  his  life,  he  has  been  just  with  all,  and  generous  to  the  needy,  and  the 
prosperity  which  he  has  met  in  life  is  well  merited.  He  was  born  in  Norway, 
Aug.  2,  1862,  the  son  of  Erick  Hanson.  He  was  reared  in  his  native  land,  and 
was  educated  there.  At  the  age  of  eighteen,  in  1880,  he  came  to  America,  and 
located  in  Waupaca  County,  this  state,  where  he  found  employment  working  on 
farms  in  the  summers  and  in  the  woods  in  the  winters.  In  the  late  eighties  he 
came  to  Barron  County,  and  located  on  80  acres  of  partly  broken  land  in  Sec¬ 
tion  36,  Stanley  Township.  He  built  a  log  cabin,  and  started  improving  the 
place.  At  first  progress  was  slow,  as  he  had  no  money,  and  but  little  to  start 
with.  But  he  soon  got  a  couple  of  cows,  to  which  he  added  from  time  to  time, 
and  developed  a  good  herd.  For  some  years  he  farmed  with  a  yoke  of  oxen, 
later  he  secured  horses,  and  still  later  he  purchased  mechanical  power.  His 
log  cabin  was  replaced  with  a  comfortable  home,  where  he  has  delighted  in 
entertaining  his  relatives  and  friends.  The  log  sheds  gave  way  to  a  fine  set  of 
modern  barns  and  other  buildings.  Purchases  of  additional  land  were  made, 
so  that  the  farm  is  now  a  well-developed  place  of  320  acres,  well  equipped  in 
every  way,  and  a  just  source  of  pride  to  its  owner.  A  natural  leader  among  his 
fellows,  Mr.  Erickson  has  been  honored  with  various  offices  in  the  town  and 
school  district.  He  has  also  been  an  official  in  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  con¬ 
gregation  at  Pokegema.  Mr.  Erickson  was  married  Oct.  25,  1888,  in  Portage 
County,  Wisconsin,  to  Betsie  Bromstad,  who  was  born  in  that  county.  May  11, 
1870,  daughter  of  Hans  Bromstad.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  eight 
children:  Mabel,  Helmer,  Milo,  Lawrence,  Effie,  Viola,  Lila  and  Gladys.  Mabel 
was  born  April  11,  1891 ;  Helmer,  Feb.  9,  1893 ;  Milo,  Dec.  26,  1898 ;  Lawrence,' 
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May  5,  1900;  Effie,  March  4,  1902;  Viola,  Oct.  30,  1904;  Lila,  April  10,  1907;  and 
Gladys,  April  4,  1909. 

Christian  Doehle,  a  prosperous  farmer  who  is  successfully  carrying  on 
agricultural  operations  on  the  outskirts  of  Cameron,  was  born  near  Houston, 
Houston  County,  Minn.,  Dec.  25,  1860,  the  son  of  Diedrich  and  Augusta  Doehle, 
the  former  a  native  of  Bremen,  Germany,  and  the  latter  a  native  of  Hanover, 
Germany.  The  parents  came  to  America  as  young  people,  and  were  married  in 
New  Orleans.  Shortly  after  their  marriage  they  located  in  Houston  County, 
built  a  log  cabin  and  started  pioneer  farming.  There  they  spent  the  remainder 
of  their  lives.  At  the  time  of  the  Indian  Massacre  in  western  Minnesota  in 
1862,  they  participated  in  the  measure  taken  for  the  defense  of  southeastern 
Minnesota,  but  the  Indians  did  not  come  near.  Christian  was  born  and  reared 
in  a  log  cabin,  and  obtained  such  education  as  the  schools  of  the  neighborhood 
afforded.  As  a  young  man  he  worked  on  various  farms  in  his  native  county. 
In  1903,  being  then  a  married  man  with  six  sturdy  children,  he  came  to  Barron 
County,  with  his  brother,  Fred,  and  bought  160  acres  in  Section  29,  Stanley 
Township,  now  within  the  village  limits  of  Cameron.  This  land  was  practically 
all  wild,  only  three  acres  having  been  cleared  and  no  buildings  having  been 
erected.  Later  he  added  80  acres  more.  He  has  cleared  most  of  the  land,  and 
has  erected  a  good  set  of  buildings.  Here  he  carries  on  general  farming  and 
dairying.  He  is  fortunate  in  being  near  a  good  market  and  shipping  point,  and 
in  having  the  advantages  of  village  life  while  still  living  on  the  farm.  Mr. 
Doehle  was  married  Jan.  29,  1890,  to  Ann  Elizabeth  Wilson,  who  was  born  in 
Houston  County,  Minn.,  March  26,  1870.  They  have  a  fine  family  of  eight 
children:  Elsie,  Leslie,  Helen,  Anna,  Alice,  Dorothy,  Morton  and  Pearl.  Elsie 
is  the  wife  of  Julius  Voight,  of  Rice  Lake.  Leslie  is  at  York,  N.  D.  Helen  mar¬ 
ried  William  Jorjensen,  and  they  live  in  Whitewater,  Wis.  Anna  is  a  teacher. 
Alice  married  Howard  Jump  and  is  at  home.  Dorothy  is  employed  in  the  post- 
office  at  New  Auburn.  The  family  worships  at  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
at  Cameron. 

Henry  J.  Byhre,  a  modern  young  farmer  of  Section  17,  Sumner  Township, 
and  a  veteran  of  the  World  War,  was  born  on  the  place  where  he  now  resides, 
Dec.  19,  1895,  son  of  Martin  and  Anna  (Severson)  Byhre,  now  residents  of 
Rice  Lake.  He  learned  farming  from  his  father,  passed  through  the  rural 
schools,  and  took  a  two-years’  course  in  the  Rice  Lake  High  School.  As  a  youth 
he  learned  the  carpenter  trade,  and  in  order  to  see  something  of  the  country, 
traveled  in  North  and  South  Dakota,  Montana,  Iowa  and  Missouri.  For  a  few 
months  he  conducted  a  garage  at  Prelate,  Saskatchewan,  Canada.  He  was 
inducted  into  the  United  States  service  in  1918.  He  trained  the  first  month 
with  the  311th  Engineers  of  the  86th  Division,  and  served  for  nine  months  in 
France  with  Co.  O,  22nd  Engineers,  attached  to  the  Sixth  Army  Corps.  After 
his  honorable  discharge,  May  17,  1919,  he  took  up  farming  on  the  home  place 
of  160  acres,  and  here  he  has  since  remained.  He  successfully  carries  on  gen¬ 
eral  farming,  and  makes  a  specialty  of  Holstein  cattle  and  Duroc-Jersey  swine. 
He  is  interested  in  all  modern  progression  in  agricultural  and  community  en¬ 
deavor.  Mr.  Byhre  was  married  May  25,  1918,  to  Rena  Pettis,  who  was  born 
in  Sumner  Township,  this  county,  April  12,  1899,  the  daughter  of  George  and 
Hattie  (Wilcox)  Pettis,  and  they  have  two  daughters,  Lois  and  Joice. 

David  Joelson,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Chetek  Township,  was  born  in 
Norway,  Feb.  28,  1833,  the  son  of  Joel  and  Carrie,  farmers  of  that  country,  the 
former  of  whom  died  when  David,  the  oldest  of  the  children,  was  eight  years 
old.  The  others  in  the  family  were  John,  Christian,  Louise  and  Johanna. 
David  took  to  the  sea  as  a  fisherman  about  as  soon  as  he  was  old  enough  to 
handle  an  oar.  This  occupation  he  followed  for  many  years.  In  1867  he  came 
to  America,  and  located  at  Neenah,  in  Winnebago  County,  this  state,  where  he 
worked  at  grubbing  and  ditching.  In  1870  he  drove  to  Barron  County  with  a 
yoke  of  oxen,  one  of  which  was  owned  by  himself  and  the  other  by  Christian 
Olson,  the  trip  taking  about  three  weeks.  After  looking  about  for  a  few  days, 
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he  located  on  160  acres  of  wild  land  in  what  is  now  West  Chetek  Township. 
Here  he  built  a  log  cabin,  12  by  16  feet,  still  standing,  and  started  to  clear  up 
the  land.  For  a  while  times  were  hard,  and  it  was  difficult  to  get  along.  There 
were  no  roads,  neighbors  were  few  and  scattered,  the  marketing  places  and 
trading  points  were  a  considerable  distance.  It  was  some  years  before  the 
farm  could  be  made  profitable.  Mrs.  Joelson  had  brought  her  spinning  wheel, 
and  spun  yarn,  and  knit  mittens,  socks  and  jackets  for  the  family.  They  were 
hospitable  people,  and  opened  their  homes  to  meetings  of  the  Norwegian  Lu¬ 
theran  denomination,  and  to  neighborhood  social  gatherings.  After  the  church 
was  built,  he  was  made  cantor  of  the  congregation,  and  served  for  many  years. 
Mr.  Joelson  has  many  interesting  stories  to  tell  of  pioneer  experiences  in  the 
early  days.  His  friends  especially  enjoy  hearing  of  one  day  when  two  Indian 
squaws  visited  him,  and  urgently  demanded  a  half  of  his  meager  supply  of 
flour.  He  could  notspare  the  flour,  but  could  not  rid  himself  of  the  importunate 
squaws.  Tired  of  the  argument  he  walked  out  of  the  house.  Then  he  picked  up 
a  tin  bucket  and  began  drumming  on  it.  His  oxen,  who  had  been  trained  to  come 
at  that  call  for  their  feed,  came  crashing  through  the  brush  and  around  the  cor¬ 
ner  of  the  cabin.  The  two  great  animals  presented  such  a  terrific  aspect  in  their 
rush,  that  the  squaws  gave  a  frightened  shriek,  and  with  their  dog  beat  a  re¬ 
treat.  To  really  appreciate  this  story  in  full,  one  must  hear  Mr.  Joelson  tell  it, 
and  he  has  many  more  equally  amusing  and  interesting.  Mr.  Joelson  was  mar¬ 
ried  in  Norway  to  Stefena  Christoferson,  who  was  born  in  Norway,  Aug.  7,  1834, 
and  died  April  10,  1917,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two.  She  joined  her  husband  in  this 
county  shortly  after  he  came  here  and  shared  all  his  experiences  with  courage 
and  fortitude.  After  long  and  useful  years  of  activity,  Mr.  Joelson  retired,  and 
turned  the  farm  over  to  his  son,  Alfred.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  Mr. 
Joelson  long  ago  predicted  woman’s  suffrage,  and  lived  to  see  his  prediction 
come  true.  The  oldest  child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joelson  died  in  Norway.  Four 
were  born  on  the  farm  in  Barron  County,  Charles,  Lena,  Alfred  and  John 
(who  died  in  infancy). 

Alfred  Joelson,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Chetek  Township,  was  born  in  a 
log  house  on  his  present  place,  Aug.  19,  1872,  the  son  of  David  and  Stefena 
(Christoferson)  Joelson.  He  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  and  learned 
farming  from  his  father.  As  a  young  man  he  was  employed  for  a  while  in  lum¬ 
ber  yards.  In  1900  he  took  over  the  home  place  and  still  successfully  conducts 
it.  He  has  put  up  a  good  set  of  modern  buildings,  fenced  the  farm,  and  con¬ 
tinued  its  improvement  and  cultivation.  In  public  affairs  he  has  taken  his  part 
as  a  good  citizen,  and  has  served  on  both  the  town  and  the  school  boards.  Mr. 
Joelson  was  married  in  Chetek  Township  on  Nov.  26,  1900,  to  Anna  Hanson, 
who  was  born  in  Chetek  on  May  26,  1882,  the  daughter  of  Ole  H.  and  Amelia 
Hanson,  now  living  in  Chetek  Township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joelson  have  four 
children,  Emil,  Levi,  Thomas  and  Arden.  There  is  also  a  little  adopted  girl, 
Grace,  in  the  home. 

Peter  A.  Johnson,  a  retired  farmer  living  in  Section  2,  Cumberland  Town¬ 
ship,  has  for  many  years  been  one  of  the  active  and  useful  factors  in  the  life 
of  his  neighborhood,  and  there  are  few  ventures  in  the  community  in  which  he 
has  not  had  his  share.  Likewise  in  public  life  he  has  done  his  full  duty  as  a 
patriotic  and  loyal  citizen.  He  was  born  in  Norway,  Oct.  26,  1866,  the  son  of 
Joseph  and  Caroline  (Larson)  Johnson,  who  were  born,  lived  and  died  in  that 
country.  He  attended  school  in  his  native  land,  and  as  soon  as  he  was  of  suit¬ 
able  age,  worked  on  farms  in  the  summer  season  and  in  the  woods  in  the  win¬ 
ter.  In  1884  he  came  to  America,  landed  in  New  York,  and  came  directly  to 
Cumberland,  in  this  county.  For  a  while  he  was  employed  by  the  “Soo”  line 
near  Poskin  Lake,  this  county,  and  for  a  while  did  farm  work  near  Hudson, 
in  St.  Croix  County,  Wis.  In  1886  he  purchased  40  acres  in  Section  2,  Cum¬ 
berland  Township,  from  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  To  this  he  later  added  40  acres 
more,  making  a  good  farm  of  80  acres.  He  put  up  a  shack,  and  a  log  barn,  24 
feet  square,  and  there  established  his  home.  The  first  year,  in  order  to  get  a 
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little  money  to  live  while  developing  his  place,  he  worked  in  sawmills  for  the 
Beaver  Lake  Lumber  Co.  For  a  while  he  did  contract  work  for  Knapp,  Stout 
&  Co.,  logging.  Little  by  little  he  built  up  his  place  and  developed  a  good  farm. 
For  a  time  it  was  hard  to  get  along,  but  he  persevered,  and  in  his  efforts  met 
with  success.  As  means  permitted  he  put  up  a  good  set  of  modern  buildings 
to  replace  the  log  structures.  Mr.  Johnson  not  only  labored  hard  to  get  his 
own  place  started,  but  he  also  did  everything  he  could  to  assist  in  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  neighborhood.  He  encouraged  people  to  come  here,  especially  his 
friends  in  the  old  country,  and  after  they  got  here  he  gave  them  advice  as  to 
good  locations  and  as  to  how  to  get  started.  As  a  further  movement  toward 
development,  he  helped  to  make  and  to  keep  repaired  many  of  the  important 
roads  in  the  township.  As  an  output  for  the  products  of  the  herds,  he  helped  to 
organize  the  Star  Cheese  Factory.  When  the  McKinley  Telephone  Co.  was 
started,  he  took  shares  in  it.  A  man  of  devout  faith  with  a  feeling  that  no 
community  should  be  without  a  church,  he  donated  lumber  for  the  building  of 
the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church  in  Section  10.  In  public  life,  his  talents  were 
called  into  requisition,  and  he  did  good  service  as  town  treasurer  and  town 
supervisor.  In  1920  he  retired  and  turned  the  place  over  to  his  son-in-law. 
Ole  Rolla,  with  whom  he  now  makes  his  home.  Mr.  Johnson  was  married  Dec. 
27,  1882,  in  Norway,  to  Anna  Nelson,  who  was  born  in  Norway,  Sept.  26,  1856, 
the  daughter  of  Nels  and  Anna  (Benidson)  Nelson,  who  spent  all  their  lives  in 
Norway.  Mrs.  Johnson  died  June  7,  1918.  She  was  a  most  worthy  woman,  a 
sympathetic  wife,  an  understanding  mother,  and  a  good  friend  and  neighbor. 
Of  the  children,  Jennie  is  dead.  Christina  was  born  Oct.  4,  1883,  and  is  the  wife 
of  Ole  Jacobson,  of  Minneapolis.  Amelia  was  born  July  18,  1884,  and  is  the 
wife  of  Harry  Hanson,  of  Minneapolis.  Julia  was  born  Nov.  2,  1885,  and  is  the 
wife  of  Ole  Rolla,  who  is  carrying  on  the  home  farm  in  an  energetic  and  intel¬ 
ligent  manner.  Anna  was  born  Feb.  19,  1889,  and  is  the  wife  of  Jens  Engen, 
of  Minneapolis.  Clara  was  born  Dec.  24,  1891,  and  is  the  wife  of  John  Dahl, 
of  Cumberland.  Josephine  was  born  July  24,  1894,  and  is  the  wife  of  Louis 
Anderson,  of  Stillwater.  Minn.  Jennie  was  born  April  26,  1896,  and  is  the 
wife  of  Lars  Putwin,  of  Minneapolis.  Helma  was  born  Dec.  27,  1901,  and  lives 
in  Stillwater. 

Gust  Jacobson,  substantial  citizen  of  Section  22,  Cumberland  Township, 
was  born  in  Iowa  County,  Wis.,  the  son  of  a  pioneer  family.  He  was  reared 
there  and  married  Clara  Larson,  who  was  also  born  in  that  county.  They 
farmed  there  until  1910,  and  then  came  to  Barron  County  and  purchased  75 
acres  in  Section  22,  Cumberland  Township.  He  improved  the  place,  cleared  an 
additional  twenty  acres,  and  there  carried  on  general  farming  and  dairying 
until  1919.  Then  he  sold  the  farm  to  his  son,  Grover,  and  retired.  But  after 
living  in  the  city  of  Cumberland  for  eighteen  months,  he  again  longed  for  farm 
work,  so  he  purchased  40  acres  in  Section  22,  Cumberland  Township.  He  has 
20  acres  under  cultivation,  and  busies  himself  by  raising  enough  vegetables 
for  his  own  use.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jacobson  have  eight  children:  Grover,  Helen 
(deceased),  Clarence  of  Cumberland;  Grace,  of  Minneapolis;  Lilly,  at  home; 
Ida,  at  home;  David  (deceased);  and  Fred,  of  Indianapolis.  The  family  faith 
is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Grover  Jacobson,  public  official  and  enterprising  farmer,  who  has  a  good 
place  in  Section  22,  Cumberland  Township,  was  born  in  Eden  Township,  Iowa 
County,  Wisconsin,  June  8,  1887,  the  son  of  Gust  and  Clara  (Larson)  Jacob¬ 
son.  He  received  his  education  in  his  native  county,  and  worked  for  his  father 
until  1907.  Then  he  worked  for  the  Stoughton  Wagon  Co.  at  Stoughton,  Wis., 
for  a  year,  and  in  the  carriage  department  of  the  Moline  Plow  Co.  for  nearly 
three  years.  In  1911,  he  came  to  Barron  County,  and  bought  40  acres  in 
Section  34,  Cumberland  Township.  He  erected  a  set  of  buildings  and  cleared 
20  acres.  In  1919  he  sold  out  and  bought  from  his  father  his  present  place 
of  75  acres.  Here  he  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  and  has  a  good 
herd  of  Holsteins,  headed  by  a  full-blooded  sire.  Aside  from  successfully  con- 
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ducting  his  farm,  Mr.  Jacobson  has  been  unusually  active  in  public  affairs,  and 
he  thoroughly  believes  in  concerted  effort  among  the  farmers  to  improve 
local  conditions.  He  helped  to  organize  the  Cumberland  Farmers  Light  & 
Power  Co.  and  is  serving  efficiently  as  its  secretary.  He  helped  to  start  the 
Vermillion  Dairy  Co.  and  is  now  one  of  its  directors.  He  was  also  active  in 
the  organization  of  the  Barron  County  Farm  Bureau  Association  and  is  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Cumberland  Township  unit.  So  highly  is  his  ability  esteemed  that 
he  was  elected  town  clerk  in  1917,  and  is  still  serving,  with  credit  to  himself, 
and  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  constituents.  For  several  years  he  presided 
with  fairness  and  dignity  as  justice  of  the  peace.  All  in  all,  he  is  a  useful  and 
active  citizen,  who  is  doing  his  share  in  every  good  enterprise.  He  was  mar¬ 
ried  Jan.  2,  1907,  to  Clara  Wasley,  who  was  born  in  Iowa  County,  Wis.,  Dec. 
7,  1889,  the  daughter  of  David  and  Hannah  (Buckett)  Wasley,  farmers  of  that 
county.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  three  children:  Erwin  M.,  born 
June  26,  1908;  Boyd  K.,  born  Oct.  2,  1912;  Bernice  L.,  born  Oct.  16,  1915. 

Andrew  Jerde,  a  retired  farmer,  living  pleasantly  and  quietly  in  South 
Cumberland,  aftir  a  busy  life  filled  with  hard  work,  was  born  in  Norway,  June 
21,  1855,  the  son  of  Engbrigt  and  Ingeborg  (Smemo)  Peterson,  who  were  born, 
lived  and  died  in  that  country.  He  was  reared  in  Norway,  and  as  a  young 
man  farmed  and  did  railroad  work.  In  1883  he  came  to  America,  and  after 
landing  at  Baltimore,  Maryland,  came  directly  to  Deerfield  Township,  Dane 
County,  Wis.,  where,  after  doing  general  farm  labor  for  a  while,  he  rented  a 
farm  and  successfully  raised  tobacco.  In  1891  he  returned  to  Norway  for 
ten  months.  Then  he  came  back  w’ith  his  brother,  John  Nesvold,  and  located 
for  a  few  days  at  Cumberland.  In  1892,  he  bought  160  acres,  of  which  120 
acres  was  in  Section  34,  Crystal  Lake  Township,  and  40  acres  in  Section  4, 
Almena  Township.  He  put  up  a  good  set  of  farm  buildings,  and  cleared  and 
broke  about  50  acres.  Here  he  carried  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  He 
was  a  good  farmer  who  followed  sensible  methods,  and  his  operations  were 
crowned  with  prosperity.  He  was  one  of  the  influential  and  prominent  men  in 
his  community,  and  for  one  term  his  abilities  were  called  into  service  by  his 
fellow  townsmen  as  town  treasurer.  In  August,  1920,  he  rented  his  farm  to  his 
son,  Ingel  L.,  and  purchased  a  pleasant  home  in  South  Cumberland,  where  he 
now  lives.  Mr.  Jerde  was  married  Oct.  11,  1892,  to  Carrie  Roston,  born  in 
Norway  on  April  1,  1863,  the  daughter  of  Rasmus  and  Catherine  Roston.  As 
a  young  woman  she  married  Andrew  Swamby,  now  deceased,  to  whom  she  bore 
four  children.  Ralph  was  born  March  1,  1886,  and  is  now  in  Cambie,  Oregon. 
Clara  B.  was  born  March  27,  1888,  and  is  the  wife  of  Ed.  Houchen,  of  Mon¬ 
tana.  Mabel  E.  was  born  Aug.  24,  1890,  and  is  the  wife  of  Gilbert  Larson,  of 
Montana.  Andy  was  born  Aug.  29,  1892.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jerde  have  seven  chil¬ 
dren.  Ingle  L.  was  born  June  16,  1896,  and  as  stated,  operates  the  home  farm. 
He  is  an  active  and  energetic  young  man,  a  good  citizen  and  a  good  farmer. 
Claude  was  born  May  11,  1898,  and  is  in  Minneapolis.  Agnes  was  born  March 
21,  1900,  and  is  the  wife  of  George  Stahl,  of  Everett,  Wash.  Edna  was  born 
April  12,  1902;  John  B.  was  born  Feb.  10,  1904;  Eleanor  M.  was  born  June  12, 
1906;  and  Anna  E.  was  born  Dec.  1,  1910.  All  are  well  regarded  in  the  com¬ 
munities  in  which  they  live. 

Frederick  H.  Hembrook,  auctioneer,  real  estate  dealer  and  stock  breeder, 
of  Chetek,  was  born  in  Racine  County,  Wis.,  July  30,  1881,  son  of  Fred  and 
Minnie  (Talman)  Hembrook.  The  father  was  born  in  Germany,  came  to  Amer¬ 
ica  at  the  age  of  seven  years,  with  his  parents,  was  there  reared,  there  con¬ 
tinued  farming  in  his  adult  years,  and  there  died  in  June,  1915.  By  his  first 
wife  he  had  four  children.  Alfred  died  in  infancy.  Frederick  H.  is  a  business 
man  of  Chetek.  Edward  C.  lives  in  West  Allis,  Wis.  Arthur  lives  in  Burlington, 
Wis.  By  his  second  wife,  Kate  Riley.  Fred  Hembrook  had  four  children,  James 
and  Hugh,  of  Waterford,  Wis.;  Viola,  wife  of  Morris  Nelson,  of  Burlington, 
Wis.;  and  one  deceased.  Frederick  H.  was  educated  in  the  rural  schools  of 
Waterford,  Racine  County,  this  state,  and  later  took  a  short  course  in  agricul- 
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ture  at  the  University  of  Wisconsin.  Until  he  was  twenty-one,  with  a  short 
interval  spent  in  South  Dakota,  he  worked  on  his  father’s  farm  and  on  other 
farms  in  the  neighborhood.  Then  he  became  a  rural  mail  carrier  out  of  Water¬ 
ford  for  some  two  years.  His  next  location  was  at  Antioch,  Ill.,  where  he  con¬ 
ducted  a  store  for  a  while,  and  operated  a  truck  farm  for  a  while.  In  Septem¬ 
ber,  1907,  he  came  to  Barron  County,  and  secured  a  partly-improved  farm  of 
200  acres,  east  of  Chetek.  He  cleared  25  acres  more,  finished  the  house,  erected 
a  barn,  constructed  two  silos,  made  many  other  improvements,  and  carried  on 
general  farming,  making  a  specialty  of  all  domestic  animals  and  fowls,  cattle, 
swine,  sheep,  horses,' chickens  and  ducks.  In  1913  he  moved  to  the  northern 
part  of  Chetek  City,  where  he  secured  a  good  house  and  two  acres  of  land,  on 
which  he  did  market  gardening.  While  there  he  bought  and  shipped  live  stock 
and  farm  produce  on  an  extensive  scale.  In  1915  he  went  to  Chicago,  and  took 
the  full  course  in  Jones  School  of  Auctioneering.  With  that  experience  he  took 
up  the  profession  of  auctioneering,  and  has  been  a  great  success  in  that  line. 
He  knows  how  to  handle  auctions  of  household  goods,  farm  equipment,  stock, 
and  rural  and  city  property,  and  sometimes  has  nearly  a  hundred  sales  a  year. 
Upon  his  return  from  school,  Nov.  1,  1915,  he  came  to  his  present  location  where 
he  has  a  farm  of  eighteen  acres.  He  finished  the  house  and  equipped  it  with 
modern  improvements,  he  erected  a  garage,  and  he  thoroughly  renovated  and 
repaired  the  barns,  silo  and  outbuildings.  Here  he  makes  a  specialty  of  stock 
and  poultry  raising.  He  has  pure  bred  Holstein  cattle,  pure  bred  Duroc-Jersey 
swine,  pure  bred  Percheron  horses,  and  pure  blooded  poultry.  In  addition  to 
this,  he  buys  and  sells  farms,  and  usually  is  interested  in  from  six  to  eight 
farms  at  a  time.  In  addition  to  his  other  holdings,  he  is  a  stockholder  in  the 
Chetek  Canning  &  Pickling  Co.,  the  Farmers  Co-operative  Store  and  the  Farm¬ 
ers  Co-operative  Creamery.  He  is  one  of  the  most  active  men  in  the  community, 
and  is  doing  much  to  further  the  interests  of  city,  township  and  county.  Mr. 
Hembrook  was  married  Nov.  30,  1905,  in  Antioch,  Ill.,  to  Ethel  Blanche  Thayer, 
born  in  Hendee  Station,  Lake  County,  Ill.,  June  21,  1883,  daughter  of  Gideon  and 
Emma  (Hendee)  Thayer,  and  granddaughter  of  Gideon  Thayer  and  Cordelia 
Hendee.  Hendee  Station  is  named  from  the  grandfather,  Homer  Hendee.  Eli 
and  George  Thayer,  brothers  of  Gideon  Thayer,  were  veterans  of  the  Civil  War. 
One  of  them,  Eli,  was  confined  at  Libby  Prison,  escaped,  stopped  to  help  a 
friend,  was  recaptured,  and  was  starved  to  death  in  the  prison.  The  Thayers 
were  also  pioneers  of  Hendee  Station.  Gideon  Thayer  was  born  March  13, 
1851,  and  his  wife,  Jan.  28,  1852,  and  both  are  still  living.  The  other  child, 
aside  from  Mrs.  Hembrook,  was  Lulu  Belle,  who  married  Alvin  Vickers,  of 
Chetek,  and  has  three  children,  Lucille  Cecil  and  Russell  Merritt,  living,  and  an 
unnamed  infant  deceased.  Mrs.  Hembrook  graduated  from  the  high  school  at 
Antioch,  Ill.,  and  later  from  the  Wisconsin  State  Normal  School  at  Milwaukee. 
With  this  preparation  she  taught  graded  school  at  Caledonia,  and  high  school 
at  Waterford,  both  in  Racine  County,  this  state.  She  is  a  leader  in  Chetek 
society,  is  president  of  the  Parent-Teachers’  Association,  and  belongs  to  the 
Rebekah  Lodge  and  the  Relief  Corps.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hembrook  have  five  chil¬ 
dren,  Marjorie  Fern,  Della  Arlene,  Virgil  Maurice,  Rollo  Lynn  and  Beulah  Mar¬ 
guerite.  Marjorie  Fern  was  born  Dec.  23,  1906;  Della  Arlene  was  born  July 
26,  1908;  Virgil  Maurice  was  born  March  4,  1910;  Rollo  Lynn  was  born  June 
16,  1913;  Beulah  Marguerite  was  born  Aug.  10,  1915. 

Nels  Johnson,  an  early  settler,  now  partly  retired  from  extensive  farm 
work,  and  devoting  his  time  to  a  small  tract  in  Section  21,  Cumberland  Town¬ 
ship,  on  which  he  settled  in  1882,  was  born  in  Sweden,  Jan.  26,  1848,  and  was 
reared  there.  He  was  still  a  young  boy  when  he  first  started  farm  work,  and 
in  that  occupation  he  grew  to  manhood.  In  1882  he  came  to  America,  found 
his  way  at  once  to  Cumberland  Township,  and  in  company  with  John  Westin 
and  John  Hedlund,  bought  80  acres  in  Section  21.  Of  this,  Mr.  Johnson  had 
26  acres.  Each  built  a  cabin  on  his  place,  in  order  that  they  might  be  near 
together  for  mutual  sociability,  protection  and  help.  Later  in  the  same  year, 
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Mr.  Johnson  bought  60  acres  more  in  Section  21,  and  still  later  he  bought  80 
acres  in  Section  28,  making  a  total  of  166  acres.  Beginning  with  this  log  cabin 
and  a  small  clearing,  Mr.  Johnson  gradually  developed  a  good  farm.  He 
erected  a  good  set  of  frame  buildings  on  Section  21,  and  cleared  in  all  136 
acres.  Here  he  successfully  carried  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  In  1918 
he  sold  all  his  land  except  the  original  26  acres,  and  there  he  is  now  making 
his  home,  having  lived  here  nearly  forty  years.  He  was  one  of  the  original 
stockholders  of  the  Cumberland  Farmers  Light  &  Power  Co.  and  when  the 
line  was  put  through,  installed  lights  on  his  farm.  He  is  a  man  of  solid  worth, 
who  has  always  been  an  industrious  and  hardworking  citizen,  and  he  is  much 
honored  and  respected  throughout  the  community,  both  by  those  who  knew  him 
in  the  days  when  he  was  struggling  to  get  a  start,  and  by  the  young  people 
of  the  present  generation.  Mr.  Johnson  was  married  in  Sweden,  Dec.  9,  1872, 
to  Clare  E.  Lovedahl,  who  was  born  in  that  country,  Oct.  20,  1846.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Johnson  have  eight  children.  Frank,  an  energetic  farmer,  was  born 
March  24,  1874,  and  is  with  his  parents  at  home.  Nels  was  born  Nov.  24,  1876, 
and  died  Nov.  25,  1915.  He  was  a  young  man  of  unusual  promise,  well  liked 
by  all  who  knew  him.  Gust  was  born  Jan.  31,  1878,  and  died  June  3,  1881. 
Johan  was  born  May  22,  1880,  and  died  Sept.  2,  1882.  John  was  born  Feb.  8, 
1883,  and  is  employed  in  Cumberland.  Edla  M.  was  born  Jan.  31,  1885,  and  is 
the  wife  of  Joseph  Linberg,  of  Two  Harbors,  Minn.  Emily  T.  was  born  April 
26,  1887,  and  is  at  home.  Sidney  J.  was  born  April  26,  1890,  and  died  June  10, 
1892.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church. 

Anton  Erickson,  for  nearly  forty  years  one  of  the  well-known  and  influ¬ 
ential  men  of  the  northwestern  part  of  the  county,  and  now  the  owner  of  a 
good  farm  in  Sections  30  and  31,  Cumberland  Township,  was  born  in  Sweden, 
May  5,  1859,  the  son  of  Erick  and  Anna  (Wickstrom)  Erickson,  who  spent  the 
span  of  their  years  in  that  country.  He  attended  school  in  his  native  land, 
and  as  a  youth  and  young  man  was  employed  there.  In  1882  he  came  to  Amer¬ 
ica,  landed  at  Quebec,  Canada,  and  came  directly  to  Barron  County,  where  he 
found  employment  in  the  mill  owned  by  the  Sprague  Sawmill  Co.,  in  Crystal 
Lake  Township,  not  far  from  Comstock.  In  1887  he  bought  80  acres  of  wild 
land  in  Section  31,  Cumberland  Township.  He  put  up  a  set  of  buildings,  estab¬ 
lished  his  home  here,  and  started  clearing  the  land.  His  first  set  of  buildings 
were  burned  down.  He  at  once  replaced  them,  but  that  set,  in  turn,  was  also 
burned.  Then  he  built  the  present  set,  sightly  in  appearance  and  adequate  for 
all  his  needs.  He  has  stumped  and  cleared  about  70  acres,  and  has  a  well- 
kept  place  in  every  particular.  In  1913  he  bought  an  additional  40  acres  in 
Section  30,  making  him  a  total  of  120  acres.  Here  he  carries  on  general  farm¬ 
ing  and  dairying  in  a  modern  manner.  He  has  a  good  herd  of  Holsteins,  headed 
by  a  pure-blooded  sire.  Mr.  Erickson’s  talents  have  a  number  of  times  been 
called  into  requisition  by  the  public  for  public  service.  In  1905  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  road  commissioner  and  served  for  fourteen  years.  In  1919  he  was 
elected  town  supervisor  and  did  most  admirable  work.  For  nearly  twenty- 
five  years  he  has  been  the  efficient  director  of  his  school  district,  and  the  school 
has  prospered  under  his  sensible  care.  His  holdings  include  stock  in  the  Cum¬ 
berland  Creamery.  All  in  all,  Mr.  Erickson  is  a  useful,  active  citizen,  whose 
work  and  worth  has  been  important  in  the  story  of  the  growth  and  progress  of 
the  township,  and  who  has  always  been  willing  to  do  his  share  in  every  worthy 
project.  Mr.  Erickson  was  married  at  Cumberland  to  Louise  Larson,  who  was 
born  on  Aug.  25,  1860,  in  Sweden.  She  died  Aug.  4,  1896.  This  union  was 
blessed  with  three  children:  Jessie,  who  was  born  Feb.  29,  1888,  and  is  now  the 
wife  of  Gust  H.  Olson,  of  Cumberland  Township.  Arthur  V.  was  born  Aug.  17, 
1889,  and  is  in  Cumberland  City.  James  was  born  July  2,  1891,  and  is  at  home. 
Mr.  Erickson  was  married  to  Johana  Drumdahl,  who  was  born  in  Norway,  Nov. 
27,  1866,  the  daughter  of  Hans  and  Ellen  (Engebretson)  Drumdahl,  both  of 
whom  are  now  deceased.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  seven  children. 
Walter  was  born  March  16,  1898;  Mildred  E.  was  born  Oct.  21,  1899;  Enoch  W. 
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was  born  Sept.  1,  1901;  Edna  J.  was  born  Dec.  30,  1903;  John  A.  was  born 
April  1,  1906;  Anna  O.  was  born  April  10,  1908;  and  Violet  H.  was  born  Nov. 
13,  1911.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church. 

Fred  J.  Yousten,  an  energetic  and  progressive  farmer  of  Section  31,  Clin¬ 
ton  Township,  was  born  in  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  Aug.  6,  1890,  the  son  of  Hubert 
and  Elizabeth  Yousten,  natives  of  Germany.  These  good  people  came  to  the 
United  States  about  1885,  and  located  at  St.  Paul,  where  they  did  small  farm¬ 
ing  and  market  gardening.  From  there,  in  1892,  they  came  to  Barron  County, 
and  bought  80  acres  in  Section  31,  Clinton  Township.  This  was  all  wild  land. 
He  cleared  a  small  space  for  a  garden  and  home  lot,  and  put  up  a  log  cabin, 
a  part  of  which  was  used  by  the  family  for  a  home,  and  a  part  for  a  barn. 
Later  he  built  another  cabin  for  a  home,  and  used  the  first  building  for  a 
barn.  In  all  he  cleared  about  20  acres.  This  he  farmed  until  his  death,  April, 
1907.  The  mother  is  still  living.  In  the  family  there  were  eight  children,  of 
whom  there  are  now  living,  seven:  Fred  J.,  Lizzie,  wife  of  John  Pimple;  Nick, 
Hubert,  Anna,  Margaret  and  Albert.  After  her  husband’s  death,  Mrs.  Yous¬ 
ten  married  John  Zeuttle,  of  Turtle  Lake,  this  county.  Fred  J.  was  brought 
to  Barron  County  as  an  infant.  He  was  reared  on  the  home  farm,  and 
attended  school  over  the  line  in  Almena  Township.  He  learned  farming  from 
his  father,  and  after  his  father’s  death,  rented  the  place  for  a  while.  In  1919 
he  bought  it.  To  the  development  and  operation  of  this  place  he  has  since 
devoted  his  attention.  They  have  a  pleasant  residence,  where  he  and  his 
wife  delight  in  dispensing  hospitality  to  their  friends.  In  1920  he  built  a 
barn,  34  by  82  feet,  with  a  50-foot  basement  for  stock.  He  has  also  put  up  a 
granary,  machine  shed,  pump  house,  and  other  buildings.  He  successfully 
carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  and  has  a  good  herd  of  Holstein 
cattle,  headed  by  a  full  blooded  sire.  The  cream  is  sold  to  the  Barron  Cream¬ 
ery  Co.  Mr.  Yousten  makes  a  specialty  of  potatoes  and  cabbages.  He  has 
made  a  special  study  of  these  crops,  and  is  regarded  as  an  authority.  Mr. 
Yousten  was  married  at  Almena,  Oct.  27,  1915,  to  Minnie  Naser,  the  daughter 
of  John  and  Louisa  Naser,  natives  of  Germany,  both  now  living  in  the  town 
of  Almena.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Yousten  have  a  daughter,  Leona,  born  Aug.  10, 
1919.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

John  Kleve,  proprietor  of  a  well-established  blacksmith  shop  in  Chetek.  is 
a  pioneer  of  Barron  County,  a  man  well  known  and  respected,  who  has  arisen 
from  poverty,  struggled  bravely  against  misfortune,  and  is  now  well-to-do. 
He  has  educated  his  children  and  given  them  a  good  financial  start  in  life,  and 
his  record  as  a  man,  a  citizen  and  a  father  is  above  reproach.  He  was  born 
in  Germany,  Oct.  12,  1850,  son  of  Carl  and  Mary  (Fidler)  Kleve.  When  he 
was  seven  years  old  his  father  died,  and  he  passed  from  his  mother’s  care 
into  that  of  different  neighbors,  passing  from  family  to  family.  The  mother 
after  the  father’s  death  married  Michael  Bruzak,  who  after  her  death,  came  to 
America  and  died  in  Canton,  in  this  county.  At  the  age  of  sixteen,  John 
Kleve  began  to  learn  the  blacksmith  trade,  which  he  had  to  do  at  his  own  ex¬ 
pense,  even  boarding  himself.  After  being  thus  occupied  for  nine  months, 
he  was  called  to  military  service  for  three  years  in  the  regular  army,  after 
which  he  worked  in  a  government  shop  as  a  blacksmith.  But  this  work,  with 
its  confining  hours  and  strict  discipline  savored  too  much  of  slavery,  and 
young  John  determined  to  seek  the  freer  customs  of  America.  Accordingly 
he  set  out  with  his  brother,  Robert,  now  a  resident  of  Canton,  this  county, 
and  after  landing  at  New  York,  June  6,  1875,  found  his  way  to  Princeton, 
Green  Lake  County,  Wis.,  where  he  met  friends  who  directed  him  to  Marquette 
County,  also  in  this  state,  where  he  engaged  in  mill  work.  Strong  and  in¬ 
dustrious,  he  was  an  expert  workman,  made  many  staunch  friends,  and 
gradually  acquired  a  good  knowledge  of  the  English  language.  He  came  to 
Barron  County  with  an  uncle  in  1877,  worked  for  him  for  a  while,  then  worked 
in  the  harvest  fields  in  Minnesota,  and  then  did  a  little  at  his  trade  as  a  black¬ 
smith.  In  the  fall  of  that  year  he  took  a  homestead  of  160  acres  in  Chetek 
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Township.  While  developing  this  farm  he  eked  out  the  family  funds  by  work¬ 
ing  in  the  lumber  woods  in  the  winter  and  by  doing  odd  jobs  at  blacksmith- 
mg.  In  1889  just  when  success  was  in  his  grasp,  and  the  family  were  grad¬ 
ually  acquiring  the  comforts  of  life,  six  children  died,  then  the  mother,  an£ 
then  the  youngest  infant,  a  few  months  old,  at  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Herman  Koehler,  Rice  Lake.  The  five  remaining  children  were  sent  for  a  time 
to  a  Home  in  La  Crosse,  this  state,  and  Mr.  Kleve  gave  up  the  farm.  After 
working  a  short  time  in  New  Auburn,  this  state,  he  established  himself  in  his 
present  business  at  his  present  location  on  Main  street,  in  Chetek.  He  had 
previously  purchased  three  lots  and  a  house  in  Beagle’s  Addition,  across  the 
lake,  and  the  house  he  now  moved  to  a  site  adjoining  his  shop,  thus  establish¬ 
ing  his  home.  For  many  years  he  worked  strenuously,  having  an  establish¬ 
ment  for  general  blacksmithing,  wagon  making,  and  wood  and  iron  working 
incident  to  his  other  business.  Of  late  years  he  has  diminished  his  ac¬ 
tivities  somewhat,  especially  in  the  horseshoeing  line,  but  he  likes  to  keep 
busy,  and  is  not  content  unless  he  is  still  working  about  the  shop.  Aside 
from  building  up  a  good  business  he  has  helped  in  the  development  of  the 
town,  and  has  been  especially  interested  in  the  purchase  and  maintainance  of 
the  Fair  grounds  and  the  Chautauqua  grounds.  He  has  been  an  ideal  father 
in  every  way.  All  his  children  have  been  given  a  financial  start  in  life,  and 
his  son  Paul,  the  youngest  child,  has  been  presented  with  a  fine  farm,  valued 
at  $15,000.  More  than  this,  his  life  is  a  record  of  which  the  children  may 
well  be  proud,  and  his  descendants  for  generations  will  know  of  him  as  a 
respected  and  honored  citizen.  Mr.  Kleve  was  married  in  1876  at  Prince¬ 
ton,  Wis.,  to  Rosalie  Kabolen,  who  came  as  an  orphan  from  Germany,  and  who, 
as  noted  died  in  1889,  leaving  six  children,  John,  Martha,  Thomas,  Steven  and 
Emma,  and  one  who  died  in  infancy.  He  was  married  Nov.  5,  1890,  to  Alvina 
Zaudke,  the  daughter  of  Frank  and  Christina  (Cloksen)  Zaudke,  who  died  in 
Germany.  She  came  to  America  with  friends  when  she  was  about  thirty-five, 
and  settled  with  them  at  Cameron,  this  county.  By  this  union  there  is  a  son, 
Paul,  and  a  child  who  died  in  infancy.  After  her  marriage,  Mrs.  Kleve  became 
a  mother  to  her  husband’s  motherless  children,  and  reared  them  as  her  own. 
John  is  a  machinist  and  expert  blacksmith  at  Winchester,  Wis.  Martha  is 
the  wife  of  Thomas  Stevens,  of  Idaho.  She  is  an  unusual  woman,  skilled  in 
whatever  she  cares  to  undertake.  While  at  the  Wisconsin  State  Normal 
School,  at  Superior,  she  maintained  the  highest  record  in  her  class,  and  for 
three  years  was  a  popular  teacher  at  Catawba,  Wis.  Thomas  is  identified  with 
the  lumber  business,  working  as  far  west  as  the  state  of  Washington.  Steven 
lives  in  Montana.  Emma  is  the  wife  of  Selwyn  Brown  of  Idaho.  Paul  farms 
on  the  outskirts  of  Chetek.  In  1919  he  married  Emily  Young.  All  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  family  are  well  thought  of  in  the  community. 

Willard  Lilly,  farmer  of  Section  21,  Clinton  Township,  and  state  highway 
patrolman,  was  born  in  Buchanan  County,  Iowa,  July  22,  1863,  the  son  of 
George  and  Mary  Lilly,  natives  respectively  of  Pennsylvania  and  Canada,  who 
were  married  in  Iowa,  and  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives  in  that  state,  he 
being  a  farmer  and  carpenter.  In  the  family  there  were  ten  children :  Melissa, 
Minnie,  Carrie,  James,  Edward,  Willard,  David,  George,  Emma  and  William. 
Carrie,  and  William,  twin  brother  of  Willard,  are  dead.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native  state,  worked  about  as  a  farm 
hand  for  a  while,  and  later  became  a  renter.  In  1902  he  came  to  Barron 
County,  and  bought  120  acres  in  Section  29,  Clinton  Township.  This  was 
all  wild  land.  He  erected  a  good  set  of  buildings,  cleared  up,  fenced,  and 
equipped  the  land,  and  there  carried  on  general  farming  and  dairying  until 
the  spring  of  1920.  He  then  bought. his  present  improved  place  of  120  acres 
in  Section  21,  in  the  same  township.  This  is  an  excellent  farm  with  sightly 
buildings,  and  with  land  well  tilled  and  cultivated.  The  equipment  is 
adequate,  and  includes  considerable  modern  machinery.  The  stock  is  ex¬ 
cellent,  and  includes  graded  Guernsey  cattle,  and  Poland-China  and  Chester- 
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White  swine.  Cream  is  sold  to  the  Barron  Creamery  Co.  Mr.  Lilly  has  been 
interested  in  good  roads  for  many  years.  He  has  been  pathmaster  of  his  dis¬ 
trict  for  some  time,  and  is  now  the  state  patrolman  on  Route  14.  He  thorough¬ 
ly  understands  his  business,  he  is  keeping  his  territory  in  good  repair,  and  his 
courtesy  and  obliging  disposition  commends  itself  to  all  travelers  and 
tourists.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Lilly  is  a  member  of  the  Almena  Lodge  of  Modem 
Woodmen  of  America.  Mr.  Lilly  was  married  at  Lowerville,  Iowa,  on  Sept. 
20,  1894,  to  Anna  Gilbert,  the  daughter  of  Frank  and  Emma  Gilbert,  both  of 
whom  are  now  deceased,  the  former  having  been  frozen  to  death  while  deer 
hunting.  In  the  family  there  were  three  children,  Anna  being  the  only  one 
now  living.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lilly  have  had  four  children:  Everett,  Clyde  and 
Merle,  at  home;  and  James,  deceased.  All  the  members  of  the  family  are  well 
regarded  in  the  community. 

William  Meisegeier,  a  highly  regarded  citizen  of  Section  2,  Clinton  Town¬ 
ship  is  one  of  the  county’s  leading  citizens,  and  has  accomplished  much  of 
good  for  the  dairy  interests  of  this  region.  He  was  born  in  Sheboygan  County, 
Wis.,  Nov.  6,  1885,  the  son  of  Carl  and  Catherine  (Bone)  Meisegeier,  early 
settlers.  He  came  to  Barron  County  with  his  parents  when  he  was  six  years 
of  age.  He  attended  school  in  the  district,  was  reared  on  the  home  place, 
and  learned  farming  from  his  father.  As  a  young  man  he  learned  the  mason’s 
trade,  which  he  followed  for  many  years.  In  1907  he  bought  80  acres  in 
Section  2,  Clinton  Township,  of  which  some  twenty  acres  had  been  cleared. 
Here  he  has  put  up  a  fine  set  of  buildings.  The  modern  home,  is  a  seven- 
room  building,  with  many  comforts  and  conveniences,  including  electric 
lights  and  running  hot  and  cold  water.  The  barn  is  36  by  60  feet,  with  a  lean- 
to,  24  by  30  feet.  It  has  a  full  basement,  is  installed  with  West  Bend  equip¬ 
ment,  and  has  electric  lights  and  running  water.  There  are  also  other  suita¬ 
ble  buildings.  Mr.  Meisegeier  is  successfully  carrying  on  general  farming 
with  especial  attention  to  dairying.  He  is  widely  known  as  a  breeder  of  full 
blooded  Holsteins.  He  is  the  first  man  in  this  vicinity  to  have  a  full  blooded 
Holstein  herd,  and  he  has  done  much  to  improve  the  standard  of  stock  through¬ 
out  the  county.  His  herd  now  consists  of  24  registered  cattle,  and  he  also 
owns  a  half  interest  in  two  registered  sires.  Several  of  his  cows  have  a  record 
of  96  pounds  of  milk  a  day,  and  27%  pounds  of  butter  fat  a  week.  In  other 
ways  as  well,  Mr.  Meisegeier  is  a  real  leader  in  the  community.  For  three 
years  he  was  president  of  the  Farmers’  Co-operative  Store  Co.,  operating  the 
farmers’  store  at  Poskin.  He  is  a  director  of  the  McKinley  Telephone  Co.,  and 
a  stockholder  in  the  Poskin  State  Bank.  He  has  been  actively  interested  in 
the  Federal  Farm  Loan  work  in  this  part  of  the  county.  In  public  life,  he  has 
done  most  active  work  as  town  supervisor  and  assessor,  and  in  his  school 
district  he  has  been  a  valued  member  of  the  board  for  a  dozen  years.  His 
life  is  of  real  benefit  to  the  community,  and  he  is  still  striving  ahead.  Mr. 
Meisegeier  was  married  at  Cumberland,  this  county,  Jan.  25,  1909,  to  Ella 
Kuhrt,  who  was  born  in  Sheboygan  County,  Wis.,  Feb.  22,  1886,  the  daughter 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Kuhrt,  natives  of  Germany,  and  early  settlers  of 
Barron  County,  the  former  of  whom  is  still  living  and  the  latter  of  whom  is 
dead.  Mr.  Meisegeier  and  his  good  wife  have  seven  bright  children:  William 
Edward,  Helen  Bertha,  Ervin  Woodrow,  Mildred,  Paul  Frederick,  Mary  Eliza¬ 
beth  and  Robert  Melvin,  the  older  of  whom  are  doing  well  with  their  studies 
in  the  public  schools. 

Christ  Hanson,  pioneer,  who  has  lived  on  a  farm  in  Section  14  for  over 
forty  years,  and  has  lived  on  his  present  place  in  Section  20  for  five  years,  has 
seen  this  region  develop  from  a  wilderness,  and  in  that  development  has  taken 
his  full  share  and  part.  He  was  born  in  Norway,  April  25,  1846,  the  son  of 
Hans  and  Kari  Hanson,  who  came  from  Norway  to  the  United  States  in  the 
seventies  and  located  in  Fillmore  County,  Minn.,  where  they  lived  with  a  son, 
until  their  death.  In  the  family  there  were  eight  children:  Eric,  Ole,  Stephen, 
Christ,  Hans,  Peter,  Sarah  (deceased),  who  married  Christ  Nelson  (deceased), 
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and  Mary,  who  married  Knute  Olson,  now  of  Canada.  Christ  attended  school 
in  Norway,  and  as  a  young  man  worked  on  farms  and  in  the  woods.  He  came 
to  America  in  1869,  and  found  his  way  to  Amherst,  in  Fillmore  County,  Minn., 
where  he  worked  on  farms.  In  1875  he  came  to  Barron  County,  and  home¬ 
steaded  160  acres  in  Section  14,  Clinton  Township.  This  was  a  beautiful  tract, 
all  wild,  covered  with  heavy  timber,  and  surrounding  a  pretty  little  lake.  He 
made  the  trip  here  in  a  covered  wagon,  drawn  by  a  pair  of  oxen.  One  cow 
was  led,  and  part  of  the  way  the  family  walked.  Upon  reaching  here,  they  con¬ 
tinued  to  live  in  the  wagon  until  he  could  get  a  little  clearing  made  and  a  log 
cabin  up.  When  the  cabin  was  completed,  they  moved  into  it.  This  was 
burned,  and  another  was  erected  to  replace  it.  This  in  turn  was  burned,  and 
then  a  frame  house  was  put  up.  By  hard  work,  self  sacrifice,  and  never  end¬ 
ing  toil,  he  built  up  a  good  farm.  Here  he  continued  general  farming  and 
dairying  for  41  years.  In  1916  he  sold  the  place,  and  purchased  40  acres  in 
Section  20,  where  he  now  lives.  In  his  long  residence  here  he  has  taken  his 
part  in  everything  that  he  has  believed  to  be  for  the  best  good  of  the  com¬ 
munity.  He  has  been  chairman  of  the  town  board,  thus  giving  good  service 
both  to  the  town  and  to  the  county.  For  many  years  he  showed  absolute  fair¬ 
ness  and  good  judgment  as  township  assessor.  One  year  he  was  town  treas¬ 
urer.  He  has  also  done  most  excellent  work  on  the  school  board.  The  Nor¬ 
wegian  Lutheran  Church  has  found  in  him  an  active  supporter  and  liberal 
contributor.  Mr.  Hanson  was  married  in  Norway,  in  June,  1867,  to  Olea 
Olson,  who  was  born  in  Norway,  in  1848,  the  daughter  of  Ole  Olson.  Mrs. 
Hanson,  a  most  worthy  woman,  who  was  a  loyal  wife  and  sympathetic  mother, 
and  generous  and  kindly  neighbor,  died  July  12,  1919.  Of  their  large  family 
of  children  there  are  now  living  five.  Ole  is  in  Spooner,  Minn.  Christopher  is 
at  Park  Falls,  Wis.  Kari  is  the  wife  of  W.  M.  Rogers,  of  Nelson,  Minn.  Emma 
is  the  wife  of  W.  C.  Jeffrey,  of  Cumberland.  Sophia  is  the  wife  of  Elias  Lamb, 
of  Barron  Township. 

John  J.  Malone,  farmer  and  man  of  affairs,  owning  a  good  place  of  200 
acres  in  sections  27-34,  Clinton  Township,  is  one  of  the  leading  men  of  his 
neighborhood.  He  has  been  chairman  of  the  town  board  since  1916,  and  in 
that  capacity  has  not  only  done  most  excellent  work  for  the  town  but  has  made 
himself  a  force  to  be  reckoned  with  on  the  county  board.  Previous  to  this 
he  received  experience  in  town  affairs  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  super¬ 
visors,  and  he  has  served  as  treasurer  some  eight  or  nine  years.  He  has  also 
done  excellent  work  on  the  school  board  of  his  district.  He  has  been  president 
of  the  Poskin  Co-operative  Creamery,  in  which  he  is  a  stockholder,  and  he  is 
also  a  stockholder  and  director  in  the  Farmers  State  Bank,  of  Poskin ;  the  Con¬ 
sumers  Store  at  Barron,  and  the  New  Richmond  Interstate  Packing  Co.,  at  New 
Richmond,  Wis.  He  was  born  in  County  Gray,  Province  of  Ontario,  Canada, 
May  24,  1860,  the  son  of  John  and  Mary  (Gillan)  Malone,  both  natives  of  Ire¬ 
land.  John  Malone  was  brought  to  the  United  States  by  his  parents,  and  was 
reared  in  New  York  State.  As  a  young  man  he  went  to  Canada,  where  he 
married  and  where  he  farmed  the  remainder  of  his  life.  His  good  wife  is  still 
living  there  at  the  age  of  85  years.  In  the  family  there  were  seven  children. 
William  is  in  Vancouver,  British  Columbia.  Patrick  is  on  a  farm  in  Clinton 
Township.  Mary,  the  widow  of  P.  L.  Coffee,  lives  in  Ontario,  Canada.  John 
J.  farms  in  Clinton.  Daniel,  James  and  Bridget  are  dead.  John  J.  was  reared 
in  Canada.  He  attended  school  there,  and  worked  on  the  home  farm  until  he 
was  twenty  years  of  age.  Then  he  came  to  the  States,  and  with  headquarters 
at  Ontonagan,  Mich.,  took  up  railroad  bridge  work.  From  there  he  came 
to  Ashland,  in  this  state,  and  continued  in  the  same  line  for  the  Northern 
Pacific  and  the  Omaha.  The  year  1884  brought  him  to  Barron  County,  where 
with  headquarters  at  Cameron,  he  did  bridge  work  for  the  “Soo”  line.  He 
spent  that  winter  in  Barron,  and  in  the  spring  of  1886  came  to  Poskin,  where 
be  engaged  in  getting  out  railroad  ties.  While  there,  in  1886,  he  bought  80 
acres  in  Section  27,  Clinton  Township,  to  which  he  has  since  added  120  acres 
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in  Section  34,  making  a  fine  tract  of  200  acres.  This  was  all  wild  land.  It  was 
some  years  before  he  could  get  it  developed  to  a  profitable  basis,  and  so  far 
several  years  he  worked  in  the  woods,  winters  and  on  the  river  drives  in  the 
spring.  Gradually  he  has  built  up  a  good  farm.  Much  of  the  carpenter  work 
on  the  sightly  set  of  buildings  was  done  by  himself.  The  house  is  a  com¬ 
fortable  place  of  11  rooms.  The  barn  is  30  by  66,  with  a  lean-to  14  by  66.  The 
other  buildings  are  adequate.  Here,  Mr.  Malone  successfully  carries  on 
general  farming  and  dairying.  He  has  a  good  herd  of  about  30  graded  Hol- 
steins,  and  a  good  drove  of  Chester-White  swine.  Mr.  Malone  was  married 
May  30,  1886,  at  Cumberland,  to  Alice  Marquand,  who  was  born  in  Butler 
County,  Iowa,  June  12,  1871,  the  daughter  of  Charles  and  Jane  (Barr)  Mar¬ 
quand,  the  former  of  whom,  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  brought  the  family 
from  Iowa,  in  the  eighties,  and  settled  in  Section  28,  Clinton  Township,  where 
he  and  his  wife  both  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Malone 
have  three  sons,  John  L.,  Charles  H.  and  Roy  J.  John  L.  lives  in  Maple  Grove 
Township.  Charles  H.  and  Roy  J.  live  at  home.  Roy  J.  volunteered  for  serv¬ 
ice  in  the  World  War,  but  had  his  arm  nearly  severed  by  an  accidental  gun 
shot  wound.  By  skilled  medical  attention  he  has  regained  the  use  of  the  arm, 
but  not  in  time  to  get  into  the  army. 

August  Horman,  of  Hay  River  Stock  Farm,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Section 
20,  Clinton  Township,  was  born  in  Germany,  May  26,  1865,  the  son  of  Fritz 
and  Minnie  Horman,  who  spent  the  span  of  their  years  in  the  old  country.  In 
this  family  there  were  three  children,  Henry  and  August,  and  one  who  died  in 
infancy.  After  the  father’s  death,  the  mother  married  Carl  Veit,  and  to  this 
union  three  more  children  were  born:  Hannah  and  Carl,  who  are  dead;  and 
Augusta  who  married  and  still  lives  in  Germany.  August  was  reared  in  Ger¬ 
many,  and  went  to  school  there.  He  was  but  fourteen  years  old  when  he  went 
to  England.  There  he  attended  school  for  a  while,  and  later  became  a  fisher¬ 
man.  In  due  time  by  perseverance  and  industry  he  became  captain  of  a  fish¬ 
ing  smack.  In  1892  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven  years  he  came  to  the  United 
States,  and  found  his  way  directly  to  Barron  County,  where  he  purchased  40 
acres  in  Section  18,  Clinton  Township.  This  was  nearly  all  wild  land,  although 
a  small  clearing  had  been  made,  and  a  small  shanty  and  barn  erected.  He 
fixed  up  the  buildings  somewhat,  cleared  15  more  acres,  and  then  sold  it.  Then 
he  went  to  Trego,  in  Washburn  County,  this  state,  homesteaded  160  acres  of 
wild  land,  built  a  cabin,  and  cleared  50  acres.  Then  he  bought  another  80 
acres,  and  cleared  15  acres  of  that.  In  the  meantime  he  carried  on  general 
farming  and  worked  on  the  railroad.  In  1913  he  came  back  to  Barron  County, 
and  bought  120  acres  in  Section  20,  Clinton  Township.  A  small  house  and 
barn  stood  on  the  place,  and  the  land  was  partly  improved.  To  the  further 
improvement  and  development  of  this  land  he  has  since  devoted  his  time 
and  attention.  He  has  put  up  a  good  frame  house  of  ten  rooms,  equipped  with 
electric  light,  running  water,  bath,  and  other  conveniences.  His  barn  is  30  by 
60  feet,  with  full  basement,  and  furnished  with  the  James  equipment,  and 
further  modernized  with  electric  lights  and  running  water.  Here  he  success¬ 
fully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  and  has  a  good  herd  of  graded 
Guernseys,  headed  by  a  full  blooded  sire.  As  a  modern  farmer,  who  is  vitally 
Interested  in  the  growth  of  the  community,  he  has  taken  stock  in  the  Almena 
Telephone  Co.,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Farmers  Shipping  Association,  and  the 
Farmers  Produce  Co.  of  Almena.  Fraternally  he  is  a  popular  member  of  the 
Odd  Fellows.  Mr.  Horman  was  married  at  Trego,  Wis.,  April  11,  1906,  to 
Lydia  Teich,  who  was  born  at  Canova,  S.  D.  on  March  7,  1879,  the  daughter 
of  Herman  and  Mary  Teich,  the  former  a  native  of  Germany  and  the  latter  of 
Pennsylvania.  They  were  early  settlers  of  Watertown,  this  state,  and  both 
are  now  dead.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Horman  have  a  fine  family  of  eight  children: 
Henry,  Carl,  Sidney,  Minnie,  Edna,  Ida,  John  and  Frank,  living;  and  a  ninth, 
Frances,  twin  sister  to  Frank,  is  dead. 
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Fred  Gehrman  has  lived  on  his  present  place  in  Section  29,  Clinton  Town¬ 
ship,  nearly  all  his  life,  and  as  boy  and  man  has  assisted  in  its  development. 
He  was  born  in  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  Sept.  1,  1896,  the  son  of  Fred  and  Bertha 
Gehrman,  natives  respectively  of  Minnesota  and  Iowa.  The  father  early  be¬ 
came  a  stone  mason,  and  followed  that  trade  for  many  years  in  Minnesota.  He 
came  to  Barron  County  in  1898,  and  bought  40  acres  in  Clinton  Township.  To 
this  he  later  added  80  more,  making  120  in  all.  The  land  was  cut-over  land, 
covered  with  brush,  and  with  no  buildings.  He  put  up  a  house,  barn  and 
other  buildings,  and  started  to  clear  up  the  land.  Most  of  the  work  of  clearing 
and  operating  the  farm  was  looked  after  by  the  wife  and  the  children,  while 
he  continued  to  follow  his  trade.  There  are  five  children  in  the  family,  George, 
Albert,  Arthur,  Maude  and  Fred.  Father  and  mother  and  all  five  children  are 
living,  and  all  are  highly  esteemed  by  their  friends,  associates  and  neighbors. 
Fred  was  reared  on  the  home  place,  attended  district  school,  and  helped  about 
the  farm  as  he  could.  Gradually  he  took  more  and  more  of  the  responsibility, 
and  in  1917  assumed  the  management  by  rental.  Here  he  successfully  carries 
on  general  farming  and  dairying.  He  has  a  good  herd  of  graded  Holsteins.  Mr. 
Gehrman  is  regarded  as  a  good  farmer  and  a  good  citizen,  and  his  standing 
has  been  excellent  since  early  boyhood.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Almena 
Telephone  Co.,  and  a  member  of  the  Farmers  Shipping  Association  of  Almena. 
Mr.  Gehrman  was  married  June  4,  1917,  at  Barron,  to  Emma  Marxman,  who  was 
born  in  Mattoon,  Ill.,  on  Nov.  21,  1896,  the  daughter  of  Christ  and  Molly  Marx¬ 
man,  who  came  from  Illinois  to  Clinton  Township,  and  there  farmed.  The 
father  is  still  living  there  and  the  mother  is  dead.  The  ten  children  in  the 
Marxman  family  are:  Carl,  Martin,  Bertha,  Albert,  Emma,  Mary,  Gladys,  Henry, 
Lizzie  and  Margaret.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gehrman  have  one  son,  Marvin,  born  April 
12,1920. 

Amund  Halverson,  early  settler  of  Section  14,  Clinton  Township,  who 
persevered  through  many  hardships,  and  established  himself  a  home  and  a 
farm  in  spite  of  difficulties,  was  born  in  Norway,  Oct.  14,  1836.  He  was  reared 
and  married  there,  and  in  1869  came  to  America.  After  living  in  Canada  for  a 
year  he  came  to  the  States,  and  after  looking  about  in  Wisconsin  for  a  while, 
settled  in  Fillmore  County,  Minn.  The  land  there  had  been  settled  for  many 
years,  and  there  was  none  left  to  be  taken.  But  Mr.  Halverson  heard  of  the 
land  in  Barron  County,  so  in  1875  he  loaded  his  goods  onto  an  ox  cart,  and  with 
his  family  and  a  few  head  of  cattle,  started  for  this  region.  Upon  reaching 
here,  he  settled  on  the  shores  of  Poskin  Lake  for  a  while,  and  then  took  a  home¬ 
stead  in  Section  14,  Clinton  Township.  This  was  all  rough  land,  heavily 
timbered.  Mr.  Halverson  cleared  a  small  tract,  put  up  a  log  cabin,  and 
established  his  family  there.  For  his  stock  he  put  up  a  pole  and  straw  shed. 
He  was  without  funds,  and  for  several  seasons  he  went  back  to  the  older 
settlements  to  do  farm  work,  leaving  his  family  to  look  after  the  cabin  and  the 
garden.  It  was  hard  to  get  along  for  a  while,  and  the  privations  were  many  and 
discouraging.  But  he  and  his  family  persevered,  worked  early  and  late,  and  in 
time  developed  a  good  place.  There  he  successfully  carried  on  general  farm¬ 
ing  and  dairying  until  1906,  when  he  practically  retired.  He  still  makes  his 
home  on  the  place.  The  farm  now  contains  120  acres,  40  acres  of  the  original 
quarter  section  having  been  given  to  a  son,  Oscar.  Mrs.  Halverson  died  June 
4,  1920,  at  the  age  of  87  years. 

Anton  F.  Halverson,  proprietor  of  Richland  Farm,  a  substantial  farmer  of 
Section  14,  Clinton  Township,  was  born  in  Fillmore  County,  Minn.,  Dec.  13, 
1872,  the  son  of  Amund  and  Hannah  Halverson,  and  was  a  small  boy  when 
brought  to  his  present  farm.  When  he  was  old  enough,  he  was  sent  to  the 
little  log  school  house  of  District  No.  5,  situated  in  the  deep  woods.  He  helped 
his  father  get  the  home  place  cleared  up,  and  has  always  lived  here.  Gradually 
he  took  over  the  responsibility  of  the  work,  and  in  1906  became  the  manager. 
He  now  owns  the  home  place  of  120  acres,  and  he  has  continued  the  improve¬ 
ments  begun  by  his  father,  so  that  he  now  has  a  well  developed  farm.  The 
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home,  is  a  comfortable  frame  residence  of  seven  rooms.  The  barn  erected  in 
1919  is  36  by  72  feet,  with  full  basement,  and  furnished  with  the  James 
equipment.  Mr.  Halverson  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairy¬ 
ing,  and  has  good  stock,  tools,  implements  and  machinery.  He  is  one  of  the 
representative  men  of  the  community,  and  has  been  clerk  of  the  school  board 
for  many  years  as  well  as  road  commissioner.  He  attends  the  Norwegian 
Lutheran  church  in  Section  14,  Clinton  Township. 

Ever  Hanson,  a  hard  working  farmer  of  Section  19,  Clinton  Township,  was 
born  in  Norway,  March  6,  1860,  the  son  of  Hans  and  Mary  (Jacobson)  Olson, 
who  spent  the  span  of  their  years  in  that  country.  Of  the  seven  children  in  the 
family,  there  are  now  living  three,  John,  Hans  and  Ever.  Mary,  Caroline,  Anna, 
and  an  unnamed  infant,  are  dead.  Ever  attended  school  in  his  native  land,  and 
early  went  to  work,  receiving  but  $13.50  a  year,  in  addition  to  board,  room  and 
clothes.  For  three  years  he  served  in  the  Standing  Army.  Upon  his  release, 
he  worked  three  years  in  the  woods.  In  1889  he  came  to  the  United  States, 
and  found  his  way  directly  to  Barron  County,  and  settled  at  Turtle  Lake,  where 
he  worked  on  the  railroad  section  for  two  years.  In  1891,  he  purchased  40 
acres  of  wild  land  in  Section  18,  Clinton  Township,  on  which  to  establish  a 
farm.  He  built  a  small  log  shanty,  and  started  clearing  up  the  brush  and 
stumps.  Later  he  added  forty  acres  more  in  the  same  section,  making  a  good 
little  place  of  eighty  acres.  By  hard  work  he  cleared  up  this  place,  erected  a 
good  set  of  buildings,  and  carried  on  general  farming  and  dairying  there  for 
twenty-six  years.  In  1915  he  sold  the  place  to  his  son,  Ole,  who,  in  turn,  sold  it 
to  James  Beecroft.  Upon  disposing  of  his  place,  Mr.  Hanson  moved  to  Rice 
Lake,  and  built  a  home  there.  A  year  later,  in  1916,  he  bought  40  acres  of  wild 
land  in  Section  19,  Clinton  Township.  He  cleared  up  the  stumps  and  brush, 
erected  a  good  frame  house,  26  by  28  feet,  and  is  getting  the  place  well  under 
cultivation.  Mr.  Hanson  has  been  active  in  the  affairs  of  the  community,  and 
has  done  his  duty  as  a  good  citizen  in  every  respect.  He  is  specially  interested 
in  good  roads  and  has  been  road  overseer  for  some  seventeen  years.  He  helped 
to  build  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church  at  Comstock,  and  has  been  liberal  in 
his  support.  Mr.  Hanson  was  married  at  Prairie  Farm  on  March  16,  1889,  to 
Inga  Jacobson,  the  daughter  of  Jacob  Olson  and  Bertha  (Peterson)  Olson,  na¬ 
tives  of  Norway,  and  old  settlers  of  Barron  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hanson  have 
six  children  living:  Mary;  Bertha,  the  wife  of  C.  G.  Brown,  of  Duluth;  Ole; 
Peter,  Henry  and  Martin.  All  stand  well  in  the  community,  and  are  liked  by  all 
who  know  them. 

William  Lundquist,  a  prudent  farmer  of  Section  9,  Clinton  Township,  was 
born  in  Sweden,  March  28,  1871,  the  son  of  Gust  and  Christina  Lundquist,  also 
natives  of  that  country.  The  father  came  to  America  in  1876,  settled  at  St. 
Paul,  Minn.,  where  he  followed  his  trade  as  a  stone  mason,  later  moving  to 
Le  Sueur  County,  in  the  same  state,  where  he  followed  his  trade  until  his  death 
in  1898.  The  mother  remained  in  Sweden,  and  died  there  Jan.  2,  1917.  In 
the  family  there  were  three  children.  Ida  C.  died  in  Sweden.  Carl  W.  came 
to  the  United  States  when  sixteen  years  of  age,  farmed  in  Clinton  Township, 
became  a  substantial  and  respected  citizen,  and  died  Jan.  19,  1910.  William 
was  sent  to  school  a  while  in  Sweden,  and  as  a  boy  of  still  tender  years  helped 
to  herd  cattle.  He  was  eleven  years  of  age,  when  in  1882,  he  came  to  America, 
and  took  up  his  home  with  his  uncle,  John  Lundquist,  at  River  Falls,  Pierce 
County,  Wisconsin.  Later  he  worked  about  for  a  while,  and  then  went  to  Le 
Sueur  County,  Minn.,  where  he  worked  on  farms  and  on  the  railroad,  and  fol¬ 
lowed  his  trade  as  a  stone  mason.  His  next  location  was  at  Crookston,  Minn., 
where  he  worked  on  the  railroad,  in  the  harvest  fields,  and  with  a  threshing 
crew.  For  a  while  he  was  a  teamster  with  a  railroad  crew  with  headquar¬ 
ters  at  Climax,  Wis.  In  1889  he  bought  80  acres  from  John  Allen,  in  Section 
5,  Clinton  Township,  this  county.  He  then  went  to  Kewaunee,  Ill.,  where  he 
worked  in  shops  for  a  while.  In  1891  he  came  back  to  Barron  County,  sold 
.his  property,  and  bought  80  acres  in  Section  9,  Clinton  Township.  One 
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acre  had  been  cleared,  and  a  small  house  erected.  To  the  development  and  cul¬ 
tivation  of  this  place  he  has  since  devoted  his  attention.  The  pleasant  residence 
of  eight  rooms,  stucco  finish,  and  supplied  with  many  conveniences  such  as  hot 
air  heat,  was  put  up  in  1910.  There  is  also  a  good  barn,  and  other  buildings. 
Here  Mr.  Lundquist  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  His 
herd  is  of  mixed  Holsteins  and  Guernseys,  and  the  cream  is  sold  to  the  Barron 
Creamery  Co.  Mr.  Lundquist  was  married  at  St.  James,  Minn.,  on  June  21, 
1910,  to  Mary  Oien,  who  was  born  at  St.  James  Aug.  17,  1885,  the  daughter 
of  Sever  and  Barbara  (Sunhaugin)  Oien,  natives  of  Norway,  and  early  settlers 
of  La  Salle,  Minn.,  the  former  of  whom  died  in  1909  and  the  latter  of  whom 
is  still  living.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lundquist  have  two  bright  boys,  Sidney  W.  and 
Walter  M.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church. 

Pit  Carlson,  who  built  up  a  good  place  in  Section  17,  Clinton  Township, 
was  born  in  Sweden.  He  attended  school  there,  worked  on  farms  and  in  the 
woods,  grew  to  manhood  and  married  there.  In  1888  he  came  to  the  United 
States,  and  located  in  Michigan,  where  he  worked  in  woods  and  in  sawmills. 
In  1S92  he  came  from  there  to  Barron  County,  and  located  on  80  acres  in  Sec¬ 
tion  17,  Clinton  Township.  This  was  all  wild,  cut-over  land,  covered  with 
stumps*  and  brush.  He  cleared  up  the  land,  erected  a  house  and  other  buildings, 
and  here  carried  on  general  farming  and  dairying  until  1916,  when  he  sold  the 
place  to  his  son-in-law,  Bernard  Hagberg,  and  retired.  He  and  his  good  wife, 
Christina  Johnson,  had  nine  children,  of  whom  there  are  three  living:  Ella, 
the  wife  of  Bernard  Hagberg;  Anna,  the  wife  of  Christ  Hanson,  of  Racine, 
Wis.;  and  Carl  of  Barron  County. 

Albert  Hagberg,  for  nearly  twenty  years  a  solid  farmer  of  Section  17, 
Clinton  Township,  now  deceased,  was  born  in  Sweden,  and  was  there  reared, 
educated,  and  married  Betsy  Knutson.  As  a  young  man  he  became  a  carpenter, 
which  trade  he  followed  a  number  of  years.  He  came  to  the  United  States  in 
1889,  and  settled  at  Cannon  Falls,  Goodhue  County,  Minn.  There  he  farmed 
until  1902.  Then  he  came  to  Barron  County,  and  purchased  80  acres  in  Section 
17.  This  was  all  wild  land.  He  put  up  a  set  of  buildings,  cleared  the  land, 
and  there  carried  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  He  died  June  30,  1920,  and 
his  wife,  Sept.  3,  1920.  In  the  family  there  are  seven  children:  Bernard; 
Oscar,  who  is  married  and  farms  in  North  Dakota;  Ellen,  the  wife  of  Herman 
Biel,  of  Birchwood,  Washburn  County,  this  state;  Edith,  Esther,  Hjalmar  and 
Eleanor. 

Bernard  Hagberg,  an  active  farmer  of  Section  17,  was  born  at  Cannon 
Falls,  Goodhue  County,  Minn.,  Jan.  14,  1892,  the  son  of  Albert  and  Betsy  Hag¬ 
berg,  who  brought  him  to  this  township  when  he  was  six  years  old.  He  at¬ 
tended  school  here,  was  reared  to  farm  pursuits,  and  as  a  youth  worked  about 
on  farms  for  a  while.  In  1916  he  bought  the  Pit  Carlson  place  of  80  acres  in 
Section  17,  Clinton  Township.  He  has  fixed  over  the  buildings  which  stood  on 
the  place,  and  has  put  up  a  fine  brick  and  tile  barn,  34  by  80  feet,  with  full 
basement,  and  furnished  with  James  equipment.  The  land  is  well  tilled  and 
well  fenced,  and  under  Mr.  Hagberg’s  capable  management  is  proving  profit¬ 
able  and  productive.  The  equipment  in  tools,  implements  and  machinery  is 
good  in  every  particular.  Mr.  Hagberg  successfully  carries  on  general  farming, 
dairying  and  stock  raising.  He  has  a  good  herd  of  graded  Holstein  cattle, 
Poland-China  swine,  and  the  necessary  number  of  horses.  He  was  married  Feb. 
12,  1916,  to  Ella  Carlson,  the  daughter  of  Pit  and  Christina  Carlson.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hagberg  have  two  bright  children,  Axel  and  Astrid,  both  at  home. 

Frank  Henrichsmeier,  for  several  years  a  worthy  resident  of  Section  32, 
Clinton  Township,  was  born  in  Germany,  attended  school  there  and  was  reared 
to  farm  pursuits.  As  a  young  man,  he  married  Angie  Dowel,  a  native  of  the 
same  neighborhood.  In  1881,  they  came  to  America,  and  settled  in  Scott  County, 
Minn.,  not  far  from  Jordan.  There  they  farmed  until  1889,  when  they  came 
to  Barron  County,  and  bought  80  acres  in  Section  32,  Clinton  Township.  This 
land  was  all  wild  and  there  was  little  to  indicate  that  it  would  some  time  con- 
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stitute  a  prosperous  farm.  But  he  set  to  work  with  a  will,  assisted  as  they 
grew  old  enough,  by  his  sons,  and  in  time  he  built  up  a  good  place.  He  put 
up  a  house,  barn,  and  other  buildings,  cleared  up  and  fenced  the  land,  made 
general  improvements,  and  carried  on  mixed  farming  and  dairying.  After  a 
useful  life  he  died,  September,  1916.  He  was  a  respected  man  of  sterling 
worth,  and  his  memory  is  still  cherished.  His  good  wife,  a  worthy  mother  and 
neighbor,  died  in  October,  1901.  In  the  family  there  were  nine  children: 
Stephen;  John;  Martin;  William;  Joseph;  Theresa;  Angie,  wife  of  Albert 
Zins,  of  St.  Paul;  Anna,  wife  of  Thomas  Carr,  of  St.  Paul;  and  Mary,  wife  of 
John  St.  Louis,  of  Barron.  John  and  Martin  are  enterprising  farmers  and  are 
among  the  best  known  men  in  the  neighborhood.  Both  were  born  near  Jordan, 
Scott  County,  Minn.,  John  on  April  13,  1886,  and  Martin  on  Dec.  19,  1888.  They 
were  brought  here  as  infants,  and  attended  district  school,  and  learned  farm¬ 
ing  from  their  father.  Gradually  they  assumed  the  management  of  the  home 
place  which  they  now  own  and  operate.  They  also  operate  the  Bauer  farm  of 
80  acres.  They  have  excellent  equipment,  they  understand  farming  thoroughly, 
and  are  carrying  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  making  a  specialty  of  grow¬ 
ing  potatoes.  Both  are  doing  their  duty  as  good  citizens  and  are  taking  their 
share  in  everything  which  they  believe  to  be  for  the  good  of  the  community. 
They  have  a  pleasant  and  hospitable  home,  presided  over  by  their  sister, 
Theresa.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Catholic  Church. 

Freeman  E.  Hill,  prominent  farmer  of  Section  27,  Clinton  Township,  is 
one  of  the  best  known  men  in  this  part  of  the  county,  and  a  citizen  of  real  in¬ 
fluence  and  standing.  For  six  years  he  was  chairman  of  the  township,  and  dur¬ 
ing  these  six  years  not  only  did  much  to  forward  the  interests  of  the  town,  but 
also  served  with  distinction  as  a  member  of  the  county  board.  For  eight  years 
he  has  looked  after  the  town’s  business  in  an  efficient  manner  as  town  clerk. 
He  has  also  served  in  a  similar  capacity  as  a  member  of  the  school  board.  As 
secretary  of  the  North  Wisconsin  Cyclone  &  Hail  Insurance  Co.  his  work  is 
meeting  with  popular  favor.  The  Farmers  State  Bank  of  Poskin  numbers  him 
among  its  organizers.  As  a  farmer  he  follows  modern  methods  and  specializes 
in  sheep.  He  was  born  in  Vernon  County,  Wisconsin,  April  25,  1862,  the  son 
of  Edward  and  Margaret  Hill,  natives  respectively  of  England  and  Whales. 
Edward  Hill  started  out  alone  as  a  boy  of  sixteen,  and  came  to  Canara,  where 
he  lived  for  a  while.  From  there  he  came  to  Chicago,  and  worked  as  a  tanner. 
There  he  married,  his  wife,  Margaret  Evans,  having  been  brought  to  this  coun¬ 
try  by  her  parents  when  she  was  twelve  years  old.  From  Chicago,  he  took 
his  wife  to  Iowa,  homesteaded  160  acres  of  land,  cleared  five  acres,  and  erected 
a  cabin.  Upon  leaving  that  place  he  moved  to  Vernon  County,  this  state,  where 
he  engaged  in  lumbering.  Next  he  lived  on  a  farm  near  Sparta,  in  Monroe 
County,  Wis.  His  next  location  was  on  a  farm  near  West  Salem,  La  Crosse 
County,  Wis.  After  living  there  for  a  while,  he  moved  to  the  village  and  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  lumber  business.  There  he  and  his  wife  spent  the  remainder  of 
their  lives.  In  the  family  there  were  four  children :  Lottie,  William,  Freeman 
and  Sarah.  Lottie  married  Martin  McEldowney,  and  lives  at  West  Salem. 
He  died  in  1921.  William  lives  in  Kentucky.  Sarah  married  Eugene  Gorman. 
She  died  at  Glenwood  City,  Wis.,  leaving  two  children,  Freeman  and  Earl. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  Monroe  and  La  Crosse  counties,  this 
state.  He  started  out  for  himself  in  1882,  at  the  age  of  twenty,  and  went  to 
Minneapolis,  Minn.,  where  he  drove  for  a  funeral  director  for  a  year.  Then  he 
came  to  Cumberland*  in  this  county.  With  headquarters  there,  he  worked  in 
sawmills,  in  the  woods,  and  on  spring  drives  along  the  White  River.  That 
river  was  filled  with  stumps,  logs,  snags  and  windfalls,  and  he  helped  to  clear  it 
out.  In  1883  he  bought  160  acres  in  Section  27,  Clinton  Township.  He  cut  the 
timber  from  this,  then  sold  it,  and  bought  another  quarter  section  in  the  same 
section.  He  cut  the  timber  from  it,  built  a  log  cabin  and  started  placing  the 
land  under  cultivation.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  log  cabin  stood  until 
1921,  when  it  was  burned  down.  In  1918,  Mr.  Hill  had  built  a  pleasant  eleven- 
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room  house,  with  hot  water  heat,  running  hot  and  cold  water,  gas  lights  and 
other  conveniences.  He  has  a  barn,  44  by  60  feet,  a  granary,  sheds  and  other 
buildings.  Here  he  successfully  carries  on  general  fanning  and  dairying,  his 
cattle  being  graded  Holsteins.  As  a  grower  of  specialty  Shropshire  sheep,  he 
has  attained  quite  a  reputation.  Mr.  Hill  was  married  Jan.  1,  1889,  at  New 
Richmond,  St.  Croix  County,  this  state,  to  Rilda  C.  Strand,  who  was  born  in 
Norway  on  Nov.  29,  1867,  the  daughter  of  Christian  H.  and  Caroline  Strand, 
natives  of  Norway,  and  early  settlers  of  Woodville,  Wis.,  the  father  being  a 
farmer,  sawmill  man  and  lumberman,  at  one  time  connected  with  the  Poskin 
Lake  Lumber  Co.  He  came  to  Barron  County  in  1885.  Mr.  Strand  is  dead,  and 
his  wife  now  lives  on  a  farm  on  the  banks  of  Poskin  Lake.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hill 
are  the  happy  parents  of  a  fine  family  of  eight  children:  Clyde,  Nora,  Elef, 
Ralph,  Freeman,  Gordon,  Paul  and  Archie.  Ralph  served  in  the  Marine  Corps 
from  Feb.  6,  1917,  to  Feb.  15,  1921,  and  in  this  capacity  visited  no  less  than 
thirteen  different  foreign  countries.  For  sixteen  months  he  served  in  France, 
acting  as  instructor  of  recruits.  Freeman  served  in  the  Marine  Corps  from 
June  1,  1918,  to  Sept.  1,  1919,  being  attached  to  the  aviation  service  in  Hayti. 
Elef  C.  served  in  the  medical  corps  at  Camp  Kearney,  California,  from  about 
March,  1918,  to  March  1,  1919. 

Andrew  P.  Peterson,  who  has  done  considerable  toward  the  development 
of  Clinton  Township  as  an  agricultural  center,  was  born  in  Sweden,  April  30, 
1862,  the  son  of  Peter  and  Christina  (Walstrom)  Larson,  who  spent  the  span 
of  their  years  in  the  old  country.  There  Peter  Larson  was  born,  March  25, 
1830,  and  his  wife,  Christina,  Aug.  31,  1835.  Their  children  were  as  follows: 
Maria  Christina,  born  Jan.  3,  1856;  Carl  John,  Aug.  25,  1858;  Emma  Carolina, 
July  17,  1860;  Andrew  Peter,  April  30,  1862;  Erick  Gustaf,  Aug.  17,  1864; 
Victor,  Nov.  12,  1867;  Gastorf,  Aug.  8,  1872;  Erick  William,  in  1876;  Frederick, 
Aug.  4,  1879;  and  Frederick  William,  Herman  F.  and  Anna.  The  birth  dates 
of  the  three  last  mentioned  are  not  now  known.  All  these  children,  except  An¬ 
drew  P.,  remained  in  Sweden.  Andrew  P.  was  reared  in  his  native  land,  attend¬ 
ed  school  there,  and  remained  at  home  until  he  was  seventeen  years  old,  when  he 
started  out  for  himself.  He  worked  in  sawmills  for  a  while,  then  learned  the 
carpenter  trade,  and  still  later  the  stone  mason  trade.  He  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1889,  and  for  a  while  worked  in  Michigan  and  Iowa,  in  the  sawmills, 
as  scaler  and  grader,  and  as  shipping  clerk.  In  1891  he  came  to  Barron  County, 
and  bought  80  acres  in  Section  16,  Clinton  Township,  a  part  of  which  tract  was 
heavy  timber.  He  went  back  to  Michigan  for  a  while,  and  worked  there.  Then 
he  came  here  again  and  built  a  small  house,  and  started  clearing  the  land. 
As  prosperity  increased  he  built  up  a  good  farm.  The  small  house  he  replaced 
with  the  present  structure,  built  largely  with  his  own  hands.  He  also  erected 
other  buildings,  cleared  up  the  land,  erected  fences,  and  secured  proper  equip¬ 
ment.  This  farm  is  now  operated  by  the  son,  Bernhard.  In  1915,  Mr.  Peterson 
bought  an  additional  40  acres  of  wild  land  in  the  same  section.  With  the  help 
of  his  sons  he  started  to  clear  up  the  place.  He  erected  a  good  set  of  build¬ 
ings,  doing  the  carpenter  and  mason  work  himself.  The  house  is  26  by  26 
feet,  well  arranged  and  comfortable;  the  barn  is  26  by  56  feet,  with  full  base¬ 
ment,  and  furnished  with  the  James  equipment.  There  is  also  a  good  set  of 
other  buildings  such  as  granary,  machine  sheds  and  the  like.  This  farm  has 
been  turned  over  to  the  son,  Engnard.  In  1916,  Mr.  Peterson  bought  a  partly- 
improved  place  of  40  acres  in  the  same  section.  Here  he  again  set  to  work. 
He  replaced  the  log  cabin  with  a  good  set  of  buildings,  including  a  house,  barn, 
garage,  machine  sheds  and  the  like,  the  house  being  24  by  24  feet,  and  the 
barn  26  by  58  feet.  This  farm  has  been  turned  over  to  the  son,  Gust,  with 
whom  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peterson  now  make  their  home.  Mr.  Peterson  and  the 
three  sons  successfully  carry  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  They  have 
modern  machinery,  including  a  tractor,  they  follow  the  latest  methods,  they 
have  good  graded  Guernseys,  with  a  full-blooded  sire.  All  four  men  are  re¬ 
garded  as  among  the  real  leaders  of  the  community,  and  their  judgment  is 
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highly  respected.  Mr.  Peterson  is  interested  in  law  and  order,  in  good  roads 
and  in  education,  and  his  service  as  justice  of  the  peace,  overseer  of  roads,  and 
member  of  the  school  board  has  been  of  much  benefit  to  the  community  at 
large.  Mr.  Peterson  was  married  in  Sweden,  Nov.  20,  1887,  to  Johannah  M. 
Carlson,  who  was  born  in  that  country  Dec.  16,  1869,  the  daughter  of  Eric  and 
Lottie  Carlson,  the  former  of  whom  is  still  living  and  the  latter  of  whom  is 
dead.  Of  the  eight  children,  one  is  dead.  The  others  are :  Sofa,  Lettie,  Johan¬ 
nah,  Hilda,  Carl,  Adolph  and  Erick  J.,  of  whom  Johannah  and  Adolph  came  to 
the  United  States.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peterson  have  had  five  children,  namely: 
Gust,  born  Oct.  14,  1890;  Albertina,  born  Sept.  18,  1892;  Engnard,  born  Sept. 
21,  1894;  Bernhard,  born  March  13,  1897;  and  Godfrey,  born  Jan.  11,  1889,  who 
died  May  30,  1889.  Gust  trained  at  Camp  Taylor  with  Battery  C,  20th  Battalion, 
F.  A.  R.  D.,  from  Aug.  3,  1918,  to  Dec.  16,  1918. 

John  B.  Johnson,  a  well-known  farmer  of  Section  22,  Clinton  Township, 
was  born  in  Norway,  Nov.  29,  1873,  the  son  of  Bern  and  Signe  Johnson,  natives 
of  that  country,  who,  as  young  people,  farmed  in  Norway.  In  1883,  they  brought 
their  family  to  America,  and  located  in  Winnebago  County,  Wis.,  where  they 
farmed  for  three  years.  In  1886  they  came  to  Barron  County,  and  bought  80 
acres  in  Section  22,  Clinton  Township.  They  were  only  just  getting  a  start, 
when  the  father  died  in  1889.  He  was  a  good  man,  and  his  presence  was  sorely 
missed  by  his  family.  The  mother,  a  most  worthy  woman,  well  liked  as  a  neigh¬ 
bor  and  friend,  still  lives  on  the  place.  In  the  family  there  were  eight  children : 
Signe,  wife  of  C.  G.  Tolanda,  of  Hudson,  Wis.;  Alice,  wife  of  L.  O.  Hawkinson, 
of  St.  Paul,  Minn. ;  Anna,  widow  of  T.  T.  Barstad,  of  Barron ;  Isabelle,  wife  of 
John  M.  Olson,  of  Clinton  Township;  Mary,  wife  of  Hans  Gillett,  a  farmer  of 
Clinton  Township;  John  B.;  Tillie,  wife  of  Gust  Sandberg,  of  Barron  City; 
and  George,  a  business  man  of  Barron.  John  B.  attended  school  in  Norway. 
He  was  brought  to  this  country  by  his  parents  when  ten  years  old,  to  his  pres¬ 
ent  farm  when  thirteen  years  old,  and  being  the  oldest  of  the  two  boys  in  the 
family,  took  charge  of  the  farm  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  when  his  father  died. 
He  proved  equal  to  the  task,  and  has  since  carried  on  the  place  with  increasing 
prosperity  and  success.  On  Feb.  15,  1920,  he  added  the  80  acres  adjoining. 
He  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  and  is  one  of  the 
substantial  men  of  the  community,  as  farmer,  public  citizen,  and  business  man. 
He  has  done  good  public  service  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  supervisors,  and 
for  many  years  he  has  done  efficient  work  as  treasurer  of  his  school  board.  Mr. 
Johnson  was  married  July  1,  1885,  at  Barron  to  Matilda  Sandberg,  who  was 
born  in  Sweden  on  March  18,  1866,  the  daughter  of  Solomon  and  Johanna 
(Berg)  Sandberg,  natives  of  Sweden,  where  the  father  still  lives  and  where  the 
mother  died.  Matilda  came  to  the  United  States  with  her  brother,  Gust,  and 
her  sister,  Blanda.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  have  three  children:  Barney,  Hjel- 
mar  and  Ella.  Barney  is  studying  in  the  University  of  Illinois  School  of  Phar¬ 
macy  at  Chicago.  While  at  Ripon  College,  at  Ripon,  Wis.,  in  1918,  he  served 
for  three  months  in  the  Reserve  Officers’  Training  Corps.  Hjalmar  helps  his 
father  at  home,  representing  the  third  generation  that  has  worked  on  the  same 
farm.  Ella  is  also  at  home.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran 
Church  of  Clinton  Township. 

Matthew  Matthys,  an  enterprising  farmer  of  Section  18,  Clinton  Township, 
was  born  in  Sauk  County,  Wis.,  near  Baraboo,  Nov.  29,  1891,  the  son  of  Peter 
O.  and  Alvine  (Miller)  Matthys,  natives  of  Holland,  who  came  to  the  United 
States,  farmed  in  Sauk  County,  this  state  many  years,  and  on  April  1,  1900, 
came  to  Barron  township,  this  county,  where  he  lived  until  his  death,  Dec.  23, 
1920.  Mrs.  Matthys  died  Oct.  8,  1895,  leaving  seven  children:  Edward,  Emma, 
wife  of  Ed.  Wood,  of  Raymond,  Wash.;  Walter,  August,  Matthew,  Albert,  and 
Alvina,  the  wife  of  Park  Pyle,  of  Coleman,  Penn.  For  his  second  wife,  Mr. 
Matthys  married  Emma  Kauffman,  who  is  still  living.  Matthew  was  nine  years 
of  age  when  the  family  came  to  Barron  County.  He  received  a  graded  and 
High  School  education,  and  as  a  young  man  was  employed  on  the  farm  and  in 
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tobacco  warehouses.  For  a  while  he  was  in  partnership  with  Fred  Kranbaul, 
in  carrying  on  a  farm.  Later  he  operated  as  a  renter  for  a  while.  In  1917  he 
bought  80  acres  in  Section  18,  a  portion  of  the  Beecroft  estate.  He  has  re¬ 
modeled  the  buildings,  and  continued  the  improvement  and  development  of  the 
place.  Here  he  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  He  has  a  herd  of 
graded  and  full  blooded  Guernseys,  headed  by  a  full  blooded  sire.  The  cream 
is  sold  to  the  Barron  Creamery  Co.  As  a  public  spirited  citizen,  Mr.  Matthys 
has  been  interested  in  a  number  of  local  enterprises.  He  is  vice  president  of 
the  Almena  Telephone  Co.,  and  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers’  Shipping  Associa¬ 
tion.  He  is  affiliated  with  the  Clinton  unit  of  the  Barron  County  Farm  Bureau. 
Mr.  Matthys  was  married  in  Clinton  Township,  Feb.  26,  1913,  to  Jane  Beecroft, 
the  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Anna  Beecroft,  natives  of  England,  and  for  thirty- 
seven  years  residents  of  Barron  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Matthys  have  four 
bright  children:  Gladys,  born  Nov.  4,  1913;  Morris,  born  May  22,  1915;  Myrle, 
born  May  11,  1918,  and  Margaret,  born  Oct.  16,  1919. 

Amund  Moen,  a  well-known  citizen  of  Section  6,  Clinton  Township,  was 
born  in  Norway,  July  23,  1853,  the  son  of  Amund  and  Ingeborg  Moen,  natives 
of  Norway,  who  came  to  the  United  States  in  1880,  and  spent  their  latter  years 
with  their  son,  Amund,  the  former  dying  in  1897  and  the  latter  in  1907.  Of  the 
twelve  children  in  the  family  there  are  now  living  five:  Carrie,  Mary,  Johannah, 
Ella  and  Ingeborg.  Carrie  married  Ole  Ida,  of  Cumberland  Township.  Mary 
married  Benjamin  Wold,  also  of  Cumberland  Township.  Johannah  is  the  wife 
of  Elia  Void,  of  Clinton  Township.  Ella  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Peterson,  of 
Rice  Lake.  Ingeborg  still  lives  in  Norway.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
reared  in  his  native  land,  and  as  a  young  man  was  a  farmer  and  harness  maker. 
He  came  to  this  country  in  the  spring  of  1879  and  located  at  Wilson,  Wis.  That 
fall  he  came  to  this  county,  and  bought  66  acres  in  Section  6,  Clinton  Town¬ 
ship.  A  small  clearing  had  been  made,  and  a  small  shack  built,  but  most  of 
the  land  was  covered  with  timber.  He  started  clearing  up  the  land,  and  had 
put  up  a  house  and  barn,  when  the  fire  of  1888  destroyed  everything  he  had. 
In  spite  of  this  disaster,  he  set  to  work  with  a  will,  and  has  built  up  a  new  set 
including  a  pleasant  home,  a  barn,  50  by  60  feet;  a  granary,  and  other  suita¬ 
ble  buildings.  Here  he  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying. 
He  has  a  good  herd  of  graded  Guernseys,  and  sells  cream  to  the  Comstock 
Creamery.  Mr.  Moen  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  influential  men  in  the 
community.  For  some  fourteen  years  he  did  most  excellent  service  on  the 
town  board,  showing  special  interest  in  good  roads.  For  twenty-eight  years  he 
has  been  clerk  of  his  school  district.  In  1910  he  was  census  enumerator.  He 
is  the  president  of  the  North  Wisconsin  Hail,  Cyclone  &  Insurance  Co.,  and  a 
stockholder  in  the  Comstock  Creamery  and  in  the  Almena  Telephone  Co.  Mr. 
Moen  was  married  in  Norway,  May  4,  1879,  to  Ingeborg  Dahlfast,  who  was  born 
in  that  country,  July  28,  1855,  the  daughter  of  Peter  and  Mary  Dahlfast,  who 
spent  the  span  of  their  years  in  that  country.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moen  have  nine 
children:  Inga,  Petrena,  Albert,  Peter,  Mary,  Caroline,  Anna,  Mary  Anna,  and 
Emma.  Inga  is  the  wife  of  George  Stinby,  of  Cumberland.  Petrina  is  the  wife 
of  Tom  Newhouse,  of  Superior,  Wis.  Albert  is  at  home.  Peter  lives  in  Cum¬ 
berland.  He  trained  for  service  in  the  World  War,  was  taken  ill  at  Camp  Han¬ 
cock,  Ga.,  and  was  nursed  by  his  sister  Caroline.  Mary  is  in  Cumberland. 
Caroline  is  at  home.  Anna  married  Raymond  Forrest,  and  is  residing  in 
Emerald,  Wis.  Mary  Anna  is  in  Kansas.  Emma  is  in  Minneapolis. 

Edgar  F.  Birch,  Section  28,  Clinton  Township,  ranks  well  as  farmer  and 
public  official,  among  the  leading  men  of  this  vicinity.  He  is  a  native  of  the 
Northwest,  having  been  born  at  Faribault,  in  Rice  County,  Minn.,  April  10, 
1860,  the  son  of  John  and  Caroline  (Lockerby)  Birch,  natives  respectively  of 
New  York  state  and  Michigan.  These  good  people  settled  in  Rice  County, 
Minn.,  in  1856,  with  the  early  influx  of  settlers  to  that  region,  they  took  their 
part  in  its  upbuilding,  and  there  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  In  the 
family  there  were  seven  children:  Rosaltha,  widow  of  Joseph  Frederickberg, 


by  Google 


454 


HISTORY  OF  BARRON  COUNTY 


of  Marshall,  Minn;  Emma,  wife  of  R.  R.  Cummins,  of  Los  Angeles,  Calif.; 
Edgar  F.;  Charles,  a  farmer  of  Columbia,  N.  D.;  Levi,  a  farmer  of  Columbia, 
N.  D.;  Frances,  of  Billings,  Mont.,  and  John,  of  Dundas,  Minn.  Edgar  F.  was 
reared  on  the  farm,  and  attended  school  nearby  and  at  Northfield,  in  the  same 
county.  He  started  earning  money  by  working  for  the  neighbors  when  he  was 
twelve  years  old,  and  since  he  was  seventeen  has  been  entirely  on  his  own 
responsibility.  In  1879  he  went  to  Glendive,  Mont.,  and  was  identified  with  the 
general  mercantile  business  there  for  seven  years.  Then  he  returned  to  his 
home  county,  where  he  remained  for  a  short  time.  In  1887  he  came  to  Barron 
County  and  bought  80  acres  in  Section  28,  Clinton  Township.  He  has  since 
added  40  acres  more,  so  that  he  now  has  120  acres.  In  the  nearly  thirty-five 
years  that  have  passed  since  then,  he  has  built  up  an  excellent  place.  When 
he  purchased  the  place  it  was  all  wild,  cut-over  land,  presenting  a  dismal 
prospect  indeed.  He  at  once  set  to  work  with  a  will,  and  in  time  his  efforts 
brought  him  success  and  prosperity.  He  has  a  large,  thirteen-room  house,  set 
in  a  pretty  yard.  His  barn  is  36  by  70,  and  well  equipped.  There  is  also  a 
satisfactory  complement  of  other  buildings.  The  farm  is  well  tilled,  well 
cultivated,  well  fenced  and  productive,  and  the  equipment  in  tools,  implements 
and  machinery  is  fully  adequate.  Mr.  Birch  carries  on  general  farming  and 
dairying  along  the  latest  approved  lines,  and  has  a  good  herd  of  Guernseys. 
Cream  is  sold  to  the  Barron  Creamery  Co.,  of  which  Mr.  Birch  is  one  of  the 
stockholders.  He  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Almena  Telephone  Co.  At  one 
time  he  was  one  of  the  owners  of  the  Poskin  State  Bank,  which  he  helped  to 
organize,  and  in  whose  early  destiny  he  had  an  important  part.  In  public 
affairs,  Mr.  Birch  has  taken  an  active  part  since  he  first  came  here.  As  chair¬ 
man  of  the  township  he  did  most  excellent  work,  not  only  for  the  township, 
but  also  as  a  member  of  the  county  board.  For  nine  years  he  looked  after  the 
town’s  affairs  in  a  most  admirable  way  as  town  clerk.  For  six  years  he  showed 
fairness  and  discretion  as  assessor.  For  twelve  years  he  was  road  overseer. 
For  nine  years  he  served  his  school  district  as  a  member  of  the  school  board. 
In  many  other  ways  as  well  he  has  shown  his  interest  in  the  public  welfare. 
Mr.  Birch  was  married  April  23,  1888,  at  Turtle  Lake,  this  county,  to  Margaret 
Edson,  widow  of  William  Edson.  She  was  born  in  Yorkshire,  England,  Feb. 
19,  1851,  the  daughter  of  Henry  and  Mary  (Atkinson)  Tidyman,  natives  of 
England,  who  came  to  America  in  1855,  and  located  in  Butler  County,  Iowa, 
moving  from  there  to  Clayton  and  Riley  counties,  Kansas.  Of  the  children  in 
the  Tidyman  family,  six  are  now  living:  Henry,  John,  Margaret,  Elizabeth, 
Eveline  and  Emmaline,  the  two  last  mentioned  being  twins.  Two  died  in  in¬ 
fancy,  and  one,  a  son  three  years  old  named  George,  died  on  the  vessel  and  was 
buried  at  sea  on  the  voyage  to  this  country.  Mrs.  Birch  is  a  pioneer  of  this 
county  herself,  having  come  here  forty  years  ago.  She  walked  across  country 
on  foot,  following  an  Indian  trail,  and  the  family  hauled  their  goods  in  on 
what  was  called  a  “go-devil”  in  those  days.  She  did  spinning  and  knitting  for 
men  in  the  lumber  camps,  where  also  she  worked  as  a  cook.  By  her  first  hus¬ 
band,  William  Edson,  she  has  two  children:  Rosa  and  Frank.  Rosa  is  the 
wife  of  Christ  Schonewis  and  has  one  child,  Tommy  Edgar.  Frank,  who 
married  Emma  Rosier  and  lives  in  Barron  City,  has  one  child,  Laura  May. 

Chauncey  Kilmer,  pioneer  of  Maple  Grove  Township,  was  born  in  New 
York  State  and  married  Elizabeth  Whaley,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania.  In  1876 
they  came  to  this  county  and  settled  three  miles  east  of  Hillsdale  Village,  on  a 
homestead  of  80  acres.  This  was  all  wild  land,  in  what  was  then  a  wilder¬ 
ness.  They  cleared  and  developed  the  land,  erected  suitable  buildings,  and 
there  farmed  until  1887.  In  that  year  they  moved  to  Missouri,  where  they 
lived  six  years  and  then  moved  to  Plymouth,  Ind.,  where  Mr.  Kilmer  died.  His 
wife  then  returned  to  this  county,  and  lived  with  her  son,  George  M.  until  her 
death  in  1910.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kilmer  were  the  parents  of  nine  children:  George, 
Chauncey,  Henry,  William,  Sarah,  Lois  (deceased),  Alice,  Effie  and  Lettie. 
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George  M.  Kilmer,  early  settler  of  Maple  Grove  Township,  once  owning 
land  in  Sections  16,  17,  28  and  33,  west,  was  born  in  Fulton  County,  Ind., 
Aug.  10,  1846,  son  of  Chauncey  and  Elizabeth  (Whaley)  Kilmer.  He  received 
a  district  school  education,  and  as  a  young  man  worked  on  farms  and  in  saw¬ 
mills.  He  came  west  to  Barron  County  in  1878,  to  recuperate  from  ill  health 
caused  by  mill  work.  In  1880  he  homesteaded  80  acres  in  Section  28,  west. 
Maple  Grove  and  -started  its  improvement.  When  he  reached  this  county 
he  had  but  25  cents,  and  when  he  first  took  the  homestead  he  had  but  little  to 
spend  for  food,  provisions  or  equipment.  In  order  to  eke  out  his  scanty  re¬ 
sources,  he  helped  clear  land  for  his  neighbors,  and  also  worked  on  the  roads, 
one  of  his  jobs  being  on  the  construction  of  the  main  road  from  Hillsdale  to 
Barron.  In  time,  his  hard  work  met  with  success,  his  land  with  the  buildings 
and  fences  he  erected  took  on  the  appearance  of  a  prosperous  farm,  and  from 
year  to  year  equipment  and  machinery  was  purchased  as  necessity  required. 
To  the  original  tract  he  added  80  acres  in  Section  33,  and  160  acres  in  Section 
16  and  17.  Later  he  sold  a  part  of  the  farm  to  his  son,  John,  leaving  him  a 
good  place  of  120  acres  which  is  operated  by  his  son,  John.  He  successfully 
carried  on  general  farming  and  dairying  for  many  years,  but  is  now  living  a 
life  of  retirement.  He  is  an  influential  man,  served  two  terms  as  chairman  of 
the  town  board,  and  many  years  as  a  member  of  the  school  board.  His  fraternal 
associations  are  with  the  Odd  Fellows.  Mr.  Kilmer  was  married  May  5,  1875, 
to  Elizabeth  Strawderman,  daughter  of  Adam  and  Anna  (Jacoby)  Strawder- 
man,  natives  respectively  of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania,  who  as  young  people 
settled  on  a  farm  in  Indiana  and  there  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  the 
mother  dying  in  1870  and  the  father  in  1903.  In  the  family  there  were  nine 
children:  John,  Peter,  Anna  and  Sarah,  all  deceased,  and  William,  Henry, 
Nettie,  Rose  and  Elizabeth.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kilmer  are  the  parents  of  three 
children.  John  H.  was  born  Aug.  18,  1876.  He  is  a  successful  farmer  of  Maple 
Grove  Township,  and  is  well  liked  in  the  community.  He  was  brought  to  this 
county  as  an  infant,  attended  the  district  schools,  was  reared  to  farm  pursuits 
by  his  father,  and  a  few  years  ago  took  over  a  part  of  the  home  place.  Allie 
was  born  April  9,  1881,  and  died  April  1,  1907.  Lettie  was  born  Oct.  22,  1893, 
and  is  the  wife  of  Alvie  Olson,  of  Chetek,  where  he  is  employed  by  the  Omaha 
railroad  as  operator.  They  have  two  children,  Elden  N.  and  Philis  A. 

Andrew  Jacobson,  now  deceased,  lived  in  Barron  County  nearly  thirty-five 
years  and  during  that  time  proved  his  worth  as  a  substantial  and  useful 
citizen.  He  was  born  Dec.  11,  1834,  in  Stockholm,  Sweden,  and  came  to 
America  in  1872,  settling  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  where  he  secured  employment 
on  the  railroad.  He  then  became  a  sawmill  man,  working  in  Chicago,  in  Mich¬ 
igan  and  in  Plymouth,  Ind.  In  1880  he  came  to  Barron  county  and  found  em¬ 
ployment  in  a  sawmill  at  Old  Hillsdale.  The  next  year  he  purchased  120  acres 
in  Section  29,  west,  Maple  Grove  Township,  cleared  a  part  of  it,  erected  build¬ 
ings  and  fences  and  there  lived  until  1904,  in  the  meantime  continuing  his 
work  in  the  mills.  In  1904  he  sold  out  and  bought  forty  acres  in  Section  19, 
west,  Maple  Grove  Township,  erected  buildings,  made  various  improvements 
and  there  farmed  until  his  death,  June  30,  1914.  He  did  not  seek  public  office 
but  did  good  service  on  the  school  board  for  some  years.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Baptist  church.  Mr.  Jacobson  was  married  Feb.  17,  1877,  to  Clara 
McAdams,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Merica)  McAdams,  natives  of  Ohio, 
who  moved  from  there  to  Indiana  and  then  to  Dunn  County,  this  state,  later 
coming:  to  Maple  Grove  Township  and  taking  up  their  home  with  their  adopted 
son,  Charles  McAdams.  Here  they  lived  until  Mr.  McAdams’  death  in  1890.  Mrs. 
McAdams  then  took  up  her  home  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Jacobson,  until  her 
death  in  1905.  In  the  McAdams  family  there  were  six  children:  Sylvanius, 
Butler,  Mary,  Sarah,  Clara  and  Charles.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jacobson  were  the 
parents  of  seven  children:  Luella  B.,  born  Sept.  16,  1880,  now  Mrs.  Miles 
Cramer,  of  Oregon;  Charles  B.,  born  May  3,  1882,  is  now  at  Rexford,  Mont.; 
Alice  L.,  born  June  30,  1885,  is  now  Mrs.  Archie  Woldrige,  living  near  Cameron, 
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this  county;  Clara  J.,  twin-sister  of  Alice  L.,  is  now  Mrs.  Nicholas  Kofman, 
of  North  Dakota;  Nora  B.,  born  Oct.  14,  1892,  married  Charles  Fagerlin,  of 
Superior,  Wis.  Rex  A.,  born  Nov.  11,  1895,  is  at  Stevens  Point,  Wis.  Andrew 
C.  born  May  24,  1903,  is  at  home.  Since  Mr.  Jacobson’s  death  his  widow  and 
the  youngest  son,  Andrew  C.  have  successfully  carried  on  the  home  farm. 

Carl  Kovach,  who  owns  80  acres  in  Section  11,  west,  Maple  Grove  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  Hungary,  June  15,  1883,  son  of  Carl  and'  Katherine  Kovach, 
who  early  left  him  an  orphan.  He  was  reared  in  his  native  land,  and  came  to 
America  in  1907,  locating  for  a  while  in  Milwaukee,  Wis.  He  came  to  Barron 
County  in  1911,  and  bought  80  acres  in  Section  31,  Maple  Grove  Township.  A 
year  later  he  sold.  Then  for  several  years  he  was  employed  as  a  farm  laborer, 
his  longest  employment  being  with  Fred  Kranbuhl,  of  Maple  Grove  Township, 
for  whom  he  worked  six  years.  He  bought  his  present  place  in  1918.  He 
erected  a  house,  made  general  repairs,  and  now  carries  on  general  farming 
and  dairying.  Mr.  Kovach  was  married  Feb.  27,  1907,  to  Marion  Meisder, 
daughter  of  George  and  Christina  (Seletski)  Meisder,  natives  of  Hungary, 
both  now  deceased.  In  the  Meisder  family  there  were  eight  children :  Joseph, 
George,  Anna,  Katherine,  Theresa,  Margaret,  Frank  and  Marion.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Kovach  have  two  children:  Joseph  C.,  born  June  11,  1908;  and  Anna  M., 
born  July  27,  1910.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

Oscar  Malum,  Section  13,  west,  Maple  Grove  Township,  was  born  in  the 
township  where  he  still  lives,  Nov.  22,  1887,  son  of  Tollef  and  Dorothy  (Ander¬ 
son)  Malum,  natives  of  Norway,  who  came  to  America  in  the  early  eighties  and 
settled  in  Maple  Grove  Township,  on  85  acres  of  land  in  Section  13,  west; 
broke  and  developed  the  land,  erected  buildings,  and  there  continued  to  farm, 
the  mother  dying  in  1889,  and  the  father  still  living  there.  Oscar  received  his 
education  in  the  district  schools,  and  remained  with  his  father  some  years 
after  attaining  his  majority.  In  1913  he  purchased  his  present  farm  of  80 
acres.  He  has  cleared  67  acres  of  this  land,  has  erected  good  buildings,  con¬ 
structed  fences,  and  acquired  good  equipment.  Here  he  successfully  carries 
on  general  farming  and  dairying,  making  a  specialty  of  raising  grade  Holstein 
cattle.  Mr.  Malum  was  married  July  5,  1919,  to  Mary  Erickson,  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Olava  (Severson)  Erickson,  natives  of  Norway,  who  came  to 
America  in  the  eighties,  and  settled  in  Maple  Grove  Township,  where  Mr. 
Erickson  still  lives  and  where  Mrs.  Erickson  died  in  February,  1897. 

Ole  Meistad,  a  respected  retired  farmer,  now  owning  forty  acres  in  Arland 
Village,  Arland  Township,  and  for  nearly  forty  years  proprietor  of  80  acres  in 
Section  5,  west,  Maple  Grove  Township,  was  born  in  Norway,  April  13,  1846, 
and  came  to  America  in  1870,  settling  in  Michigan,  where  he  worked  in  the 
iron  mines  for  four  years.  In  1874  he  went  to  Eau  Claire,  in  this  state,  and 
for  several  years  thereafter  worked  in  the  sawmills  and  in  the  woods.  In 
1882  he  came  to  Barron  County,  and  the  next  year  bought  80  acres  in  Section  5, 
west,  Maple  Grove  Township,  of  which  he  cleared  10  acres,  erected  buildings, 
and  established  a  good  farm.  This  he  sold,  and  later  bought  40  acres,  to 
which  he  still  later  added  40  more,  making  80  acres  all  in  the  same  section. 
He  cleared  some  60  acres  of  this  tract,  erected  buildings,  and  continued  to 
carry  on  general  farming.  In  addition  to  his  work  on  his  own  place,  he  cleared 
60  acres  of  farm  land  for  his  neighbors.  In  1919  he  sold  out,  and  shortly  after¬ 
ward  purchased  his  present  place.  He  and  his  family  are  members  of  the 
Norwegian  Lutheran  Church.  Mr.  Meistad  was  married  June  12,  1877,  to  Mary 
Arntson,  daughter  of  Amt  and  Kari  Amtson,  natives  of  Norway,  both  now 
deceased.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  three  children.  Anton  was  born 
Aug.  24,  1880,  and  is  in  Cameron,  this  county.  Olga  was  born  Sept.  12,  1887, 
and  died  Nov.  15,  of  the  same  year.  Hans  was  born  Sept.  12,  1890,  and  lives  in 
Cornell,  this  state. 

John  L.  Malone,  owner  of  the  Sunnybrook  Farm,  of  80  acres  in  Section  17, 
west,  Maple  Grove  Township,  was  born  in  Clinton  Township,  this  county,  Sept. 
8,  1886,  son  of  John  and  Alice  (Marquand)  Malone,  natives  respectively  of 
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Canada  and  Iowa,  who  came  to  Barron  County  in  1881,  and  settled  in  Clinton 
Township,  where  they  bought  80  acres  of  land,  which  they  developed,  and 
where  they  now  carry  on  mixed  farming  and  dairying.  In  the  family  there 
are  three  sons,  John  L.,  Charles  and  Roy.  John  L.  attended  the  district 
schools  and  remained  with  his  parents  on  the  home  farm  for  some  years.  In 
1911  he  rented  a  farm  in  his  native  township.  He  bought  his  present  place 
in  1913,  continued  the  clearing,  renovated  the  house  and  built  a  barn,  and 
made  other  improvements.  He  now  successfully  carries  on  general  farming 
with  a  special  view  to  dairying.  He  is  a  useful  man  in  the  community  and  is 
now  serving  as  clerk  of  his  school  board.  Mr.  Malone  was  married  Aug.  4, 
1910,  to  Elma  Campbell,  daughter  of  Scott  and  Ida  (Smith)  Campbell,  natives 
respectively  of  Ohio  and  Kansas,  who  now  farm  near  Poskin,  in  this  county. 
Mrs.  Malone  has  one  brother,  James  Campbell.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Malone  have 
had  four  children:  Harold  E.,  born  April  2,  1912;  Glen  E.  and  Jeanette  L. 
(twins),  born  Sept.  7,  1914,  the  latter  of  whom  died  Sept.  12,  1914,  and  Dorothy 
J.,  born  Sept.  24,  1918.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

Gottlieb  C.  Koenig,  retired  farmer  and  bee  keeper,  owning  a  good  place 
of  80  acres  in  Section  3,  west,  Maple  Grove  Township,  is  one  of  the  respected 
and  honored  citizens  of  his  neighborhood.  He  was  born  in  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
Jan.  18,  1855,  son  of  Jacob  and  Mary  (Fisher)  Koenig,  natives  of  Germany, 
who  came  to  America  in  the  early  forties,  and  located  in  Ohio,  from  which 
state  the  father  enlisted  in  the  Civil  War.  In  that  conflict  he  lost  his  life, 
after  which  the  mother  moved  to  Iowa,  where  she  spent  the  remainder  of  her 
life.  Gottlieb  C.  was  taken  to  Iowa  by  his  mother  and  remained  with  her 
until  after  he  was  of  age,  working  in  the  meantime  at  farming  and  at  the 
carpenter  trade.  In  1879  he  went  to  Buffalo  County,  Neb.,  and  bought  80 
acres  of  railroad  land.  He  cleared  25  acres,  erected  a  set  of  buildings  him¬ 
self,  and  there  farmed  for  several  years.  Later,  for  a  while,  he  operated  a 
sheep  ranch  in  Banner  County,  Neb.  In  1900  he  came  to  Barron  County  and 
purchased  his  present  farm.  He  cleared  55  acres,  erected  a  complete  set  of 
buildings,  put  up  fences,  and  developed  a  good  place.  He  also  took  a  special 
interest  in  bees,  and  had  a  large  number  of  colonies.  For  three  years  he 
served  on  the  school  board,  and  for  a  long  time  was  pathmaster.  Fraternally 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  and  of  the  Odd  Fellows.  In  1918 
he  retired  and  rented  the  farm  to  his  son,  Conrad,  but  still  lives  on  the  home 
place.  Mr.  Koenig  was  married  May  4,  1882,  to  Katherine  Bienhaus,  daughter 
of  Adam  and  Katherine  (Eberely)  Bienhaus,  natives  of  Germany,  who  came  to 
America  in  1867,  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Illinois,  moving  from  there  to 
Muscatine,  Iowa,  in  1876,  and  then  to  Iowa  City,  Iowa,  where  they  spent  the 
remainder  of  their  lives.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Koenig  were  the  parents 
of  eleven  children.  John  was  born  Aug.  3,  1883,  and  is  in  Ne¬ 
braska.  Jacob  was  born  Nov.  30,  1885,  and  died  Dec,  11,  of  the 

same  year.  William  was  born  April  3,  1887,  and  lives  in  Nebraska. 
Clara  was  born  June  18,  1889,  and  is  the  wife  of  John  Maas,  of  Maple  Grove 
Township.  Eddie  was  born  Jan.  23,  1892,  and  died  three  days  later.  Albert 
was  born  April  12,  1894,  and  lives  in  this  county.  He  was  inducted  into  the 
United  States  service  July  15,  1918,  trained  at  Camp  Grant,  and  went  to 

France,  where  he  served  until  1919.  He  then  returned  home  and  was  dis¬ 

charged  July  11,  that  year.  Adam,  born  June  27,  1897,  was  killed  by  lightning 
Oct.  6,  1921  at  Mt.  Horeb,  Wis.  He  was  working  in  a  field  when  the  storm 
came  up.  He  started  for  the  house  with  his  team,  and  while  closing  a  wire 
grate,  the  bolt  struck  and  killed  him.  Conrad  was  born  Jan.  19,  1900;  David, 
Sept.  13,  1902;  Theodore,  July  29,  1904;  and  Esther,  April  15,  1906.  The 
family  faith  is  that  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church. 

Even  Monson,  a  respected  citizen  of  Maple  Grove  Township,  where  he 
owns  80  acres  in  Section  23,  west,  is  one  of  the  steady,  dependable  men  of  the 
community,  and  is  held  in  honor  for  his  years  and  his  experience  and  worth. 
He  was  born  in  Norway,  Nov.  20,  1851,  and  was  there  reared.  He  came  to 
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America  in  1886,  and  secured  his  present  place,  which  was  then  railroad  land. 
There  were  only  a  few  settlers  here  then,  and  the  making  of  the  barest  living 
entailed  much  hard  work.  But  he  presevered,  cleared  60  acres,  erected  a  set 
of  buildings,  and  suitable  fences,  and  developed  a  good  place.  For  many 
years  he  had  his  share  in  the  general  prosperity  of  the  community  in  carrying 
on  general  farming  and  dairying.  In  1920  he  turned  the  management  of  the 
farm  over  to  his  adopted  son,  Edwin  E.  Peterson,  who  has  been  in  the  family 
since  infancy.  The  young  man  is  well  thought  of  in  the  community,  and  is 
conducting  the  place  with  credit  to  himself  and  to  his  foster  father.  Mr. 
Monson  was  married  April  8,  1885,  to  Ronnage  Olson,  born  at  Amunduston, 
Norway,  a  worthy  woman  who  proved  a  most  capable  and  loving  helpmate, 
and  died  Aug.  8,  1919,  leaving  a  vacancy  in  the  hearts  of  her  husband  and 
foster  son,  which  can  never  be  filled.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Monson  were  the  parents 
of  three  children,  Ollie,  Segwal  and  Magnus,  all  dead.  The  family  faith  is 
that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Christ  Nelson,  now  deceased,  an  early  settler,  at  one  time  a  successful 
pioneer  farmer  on  Section  4,  east,  Maple  Grove  Township,  was  a  man  of  wide 
experience  on  water  and  land,  and  left  a  heritage  of  staunch  character  and 
worthy  accomplishment.  He  was  born  in  Denmark,  and  as  a  youth,  followed 
the  sea,  sailing  many  of  the  salt  and  fresh  water  bodies  of  the  world,  and  in 
time  becoming  an  owner  of  an  interest  in  a  sailing  vessel.  He  acquired  a  farm 
in  Barron  County  in  1876,  and  hired  men  to  work  it  summers  while  he  sailed 
the  high  seas,  returning  to  live  on  the  farm  in  the  winter.  He  hauled  his  wheat 
to  Eau  Claire,  Wis.,  and  there  did  most  of  his  trading.  In  1884  he  sold  his  sail¬ 
ing  interests  and  thereafter  continued  to  devote  all  his  time  to  his  farm.  He 
cleared  70  acres  and  built  a  set  of  log  buildings,  regarded  at  the  time  as  very 
good,  and  later  replaced  these  with  a  set  of  frame  structures.  Here  he  and  his 
wife  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  In  the  family  there  were  seven  chil¬ 
dren:  Oscar,  Peter,  Carl,  Axel,  Otto,  William  and  Melvin. 

William  Nelson,  a  popular  farmer,  owning  80  acres  in  Section  5,  east. 
Maple  Grove  Township,  was  born  in  the  township  where  he  now  lives,  Oct.  7, 
1881,  son  of  Christ  and  Peterena  (Olson)  Nelson,  natives  respectively  of  Den¬ 
mark  and  Norway.  He  attended  a  log  schoolhouse  in  his  district,  and  remained 
at  home  helping  with  the  farm  work  until  he  started  out  for  himself.  In  1900 
he  went  to  Bayfield  County,  where  he  worked  in  the  woods  for  a  while,  and  a 
little  later  tried  railroading  in  Washburn  County,  also  in  this  state.  But  he 
decided  to  make  Barron  County  his  permanent  home,  so  that  same  year  he  pur¬ 
chased  his  present  farm.  He  cleared  60  acres,  erected  all  the  buildings,  and 
succssfully  carries  on  mixed  farming  and  dairying.  His  cattle  are  good  grade 
Guernseys.  For  some  time  he  has  done  good  work  as  clerk  of  the  school  board 
of  his  district.  He  and  his  family  worship  at  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 
Mr.  Nelson  was  married  Nov.  27,  1913,  to  Pearl  Nicholas,  daughter  of  William 
and  Elizabeth  (Hall)  Nicholas,  natives  respectively  of  New  York  State  and 
England,  who  farmed  in  Iowa  far  many  years.  Mr.  Nicholas  was  a  veteran 
of  the  Civil  War  and  died  June  4,  1905.  His  wife  still  lives  in  Iowa.  In  the 
family  there  were  five  children:  Jessie,  Estella,  Allie,  Pearl  and  William.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Nelson  have  two  children:  Viola  M.,  born  July  26,  1916,  died  in  in¬ 
fancy;  and  Edwin  C.  was  born  Sept.  19,  1917. 

Gilbert  Olson,  Section  35,  west,  Maple  Grove  Township,  is  living  on  the 
farm  of  80  acres  where  he  first  settled  in  1885.  He  took  it  when  it  was  cov¬ 
ered  with  timber,  and  with  courage  and  hard  work  has  developed  it  into  the 
place  it  is  today.  He  was  poor,  with  no  resources  save  his  own  strength,  he 
had  little  to  encourage  him,  money  was  scarce,  and  provisions  hard  to  get,  but 
through  it  all  he  persevered,  and  his  efforts  were  crowned  with  success.  When 
he  first  came  here,  he  cleared  a  small  tract,  and  erected  log  buildings.  As  his 
prosperity  increased  he  replaced  these  with  more  modern  structures.  He  now 
has  40  acres  cleared,  his  equipment  is  good,  and  the  soil  has  proven  its  fer¬ 
tility.  Mr.  Olson  was  born  in  Norway,  Oct.  2,  1866,  was  there  educated  and 
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there  became  a  woodsman.  Upon  coming  to  America  in  1885,  he  found  his  way 
directly  to  this  county.  He  was  married  Nov.  30,  1899,  to  Betsy  Arenson, 
daughter  of  Iver  and  Julia  (Hanson)  Arenson,  natives  of  Norway,  who  came 
to  Barron  County  in  1884.  Both  are  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Olson  have 
six  children:  Lena,  born  Sept.  26,  1900;  Ingvald,  Oct.  6,  1901;  Genard,  Dec. 
12,  1903;  Gena,  Aug.  22,  1905;  Oscar,  April  28,  1910;  and  Glen,  Feb.  26,  1920. 
The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Edward  Nelson,  an  early  settler  of  Maple  Grove  Township,  was  born  in 
Norway,  and  was  there  reared  to  farm  pursuits.  As  a  young  man,  he  married 
Dena  Amundson,  the  daughter  of  a  neighbor,  whom  he  had  known  since  boy¬ 
hood.  In  the  late  seventies  they  determined  to  try  their  fortunes  in  the  New 
World  where  so  many  of  their  countrymen  had  preceded  them.  Accordingly, 
they  set  out,  and  in  due  time  reached  this  county,  where  they  bought  80  acres 
in  Section  13,  west,  Maple  Grove  Township.  The  town  was  then  but  partly 
settled.  They  set  to  work  with  a  will,  cleared  50  acres,  erected  a  set  of  build¬ 
ings,  and  for  many  years  carried  on  mixed  farming  and  dairying,  assisted  by 
their  family  of  children.  Mrs.  Nelson  died  Nov.  24,  1916.  In  1920,  Mr.  Nelson 
sold  the  farm  to  his  sons,  Henry  and  Alfred,  and  moved  to  Chetek,  in  this 
county,  where  he  now  lives.  In  the  family  there  are  eight  children:  Bertha, 
Alfred,  Elmer,  Norval,  Henry,  Jennie,  Richard  and  Oscar. 

Alfred  Nelson,  an  energetic  farmer  owning  a  part  interest  in  80  acres  in 
Section  13,  west,  Maple  Grove  Township,  was  born  on  the  home  farm,  Jan.  17, 
1888,  son  of  Edward  and  Dena  (Amundson)  Nelson,  early  settlers.  He  was 
educated  in  the  district  schools,  and  learned  farming  at  home  with  his  family. 
In  1904  he  started  out  for  himself,  and  was  employed  for  several  years  in 
lumber  camps  and  on  farms,  in  Minnesota  and  the  Dakotas.  He  was  inducted 
into  the  United  States  service  Sept.  19,  1917,  from  Polk  County,  this  state,  and 
was  assigned  first  to  a  supply  company  and  then  to  the  quartermaster’s  corps, 
and  after  due  training  in  camps,  was  sent  to  France,  where  he  served  for  a 
year.  He  was  discharged  June  1,  1919,  and  returned  home.  In  1920  he  and  his 
brother,  Henry,  purchased  the  home  place.  He  is  popular  in  the  neighborhood, 
and  is  held  in  high  regard  by  all  who  know  him. 

Henry  Nelson,  a  prosperous  young  farmer  owning  a  part  interest  in  80  acres 
in  Section  13,  west,  Maple  Grove  Township,  was  born  on  the  place  where  he  still 
lives,  Dec.  5,  1896,  son  of  Edward  and  Dena  (Amundson)  Nelson,  early  set¬ 
tlers.  He  was  reared  in  the  district  schools,  and  learned  farming  from  his 
father.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  went  to  Frederick,  Wis.,  and  after  remaining 
there  for  four  years,  went  to  North  Dakota.  Then  he  returned  home.  April  3, 
1918,  he  was  inducted  into  the  United  States  service  from  Polk  County,  this 
state,  and  after  due  training,  was  assigned  to  the  48th  Coast  Artillery.  He 
served  in  France  for  seven  months.  He  was  discharged  March  29,  1919.  For 
a  time  he  did  farm  work  near  Barron,  and  in  1920,  with  his  brother,  Alfred, 
purchased  the  home  place.  He  is  well  liked  in  the  community,  and  is  an  excel¬ 
lent  citizen  in  every  respect. 

James  L.  Hawley,  now  deceased,  was  for  many  years  a  prominent  man  in 
Barron  County  and  as  a  farmer  assisted  in  its  growth  and  progress.  He  was 
a  good  citizen  and  a  good  neighbor  and  kind  and  loving  with  his  family.  Mr. 
Hawley  was  born  in  Dane  County,  Illinois,  April  28,  1843,  and  as  a  young  man, 
went  to  Iowa,  where  he  farmed  until  1883.  In  that  year  he  came  to  Barron 
County  and  bought  160  acres  in  Sections  25  and  36,  Barron  Township.  Of  this 
he  sold  twenty.  He  cleared  forty  acres  of  the  remainder,  erected  a  good  set  of 
buildings  and  there  farmed  until  1900,  when  he  sold  out  and  bought  eighty  acres 
in  Section  19,  west,  Maple  Grove  Township,  cleared  ten  acres,  erected  a  set 
of  buildings  and  there  continued  for  four  years.  Then  he  bought  eighty  acres 
more  in  the  same  section,  cleared  sixty  acres  and  there  farmed  until  his  death, 
February  4,  1911.  Since  his  death  his  wife  and  son,  Grover,  have  continued  to 
operate  the  farm.  Mr.  Hawley  was  married  April  29,  1866,  to  Lucy  L.  Stone, 
who  was  born  in  Chautauqua  County,  New  York,  Oct.  31,  1847,  daughter  of 
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Charles  and  Lois  (Cobb)  Stone.  Her  parents,  natives  of  New  York  State,  are 
both  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hawley  were  the  parents  of  fourteen  chil¬ 
dren:  Ella  L.  was  born  April  18,  1867,  and  is  the  wife  of  Carlton  Ewer  of 
Bruce,  Wis.  Dora  L.  was  born  July  30,  1869,  and  died  July  16,  1897.  She  mar¬ 
ried  Orel  Tennant,  of  Bloomer,  Wis.,  and  had  two  children,  Mort  0.  and  Esta. 
Bertha  A.  was  born  Feb.  16,  1872,  and  is  the  wife  of  Eugene  Armstrong  of 
Tripoli,  Wis.  Benjamin  F.  was  born  June  30,  1874,  and  now  lives  in  British 
Columbia.  Lucy  was  born  Sept.  14,  1876,  and  is  now  Mrs.  Charles  Thomas  of 
Barron  County.  Josephine  was  born  November  18,  1878,  and  is  now  Mrs.  Oren 
Greeley  of  Rusk  County,  Wis.  Ida  was  born  Jan.  3,  1882,  and  is  now  Mrs.  Paul 
Schmidt  of  Dent,  Minn.  James  W.  was  born  Jan.  22,  1883,  and  died  Feb.  22, 
of  the  same  year.  Virgaline  E.  was  born  March  27,  1884,  and  died  May  18, 
of  the  same  year.  Norman  C.  was  born  May  18,  1886,  and  died  Feb.  27,  1886. 
Grover  C.  was  born  March  9,  1887,  and  as  already  noted,  now  operates  the 
home  farm.  He  was  inducted  into  the  United  States  service  Aug.  27,  1918,  and 
served  in  the  Nineteenth  Company,  Fifth  T.  R.  B.  N.,  168th  Depot  Brigade  and 
was  discharged  Nov.  29,  1918.  Stella  A.  was  born  April  6,  1889,  and  is  now 
Mrs.  William  Barton  of  Dallas  Township,  this  county.  Emma  R.  was  born 
Aug.  31,  1891,  and  is  now  Mrs.  William  Faust  of  Dallas  Township.  Myrtle  was 
born  July  30,  1893,  and  died  Aug.  13,  1893. 

Ole  Otterholt,  now  living  retired  in  Minneapolis,  at  one  time  a  well-known 
citizen  of  Maple  Grove  Township,  and  for  four  years  one  of  the  board  of  county 
supervisors,  was  born  in  Norway,  and  there  married  Sarah  Johnson.  They  came 
to  America  in  1867,  and  located  in  Walworth  County,  this  state,  where  they 
farmed  five  years.  In  1872  they  came  to  Barron  County,  and  took  a  homestead 
of  160  acres  in  Section  21,  east,  Maple  Grove  Township.  He  cleared  100  acres, 
erected  a  set  of  log  buildings,  and  for  some  years  continued  to  work  at  lumber¬ 
ing  and  logging  in  the  winter  and  on  his  farm  in  the  summer,  later  giving 
all  his  attention  to  the  farm.  His  business  holdings  included  stock  in  the  Bar¬ 
ron  Co-operative  Creamery,  and  his  public  work,  in  addition  to  his  service  on 
the  town  and  county  board,  consisted  of  several  years  on  the  school  board  of 
his  district.  Mr.  Otterholt  now  lives  with  his  son,  Nalvin  Olson,  in  Minne¬ 
apolis,  having  retired  in  1918.  His  wife  lives  with  their  son,  Oscar,  on  the 
home  farm.  The  children  in  the  family  were  Julia  (deceased),  Oscar,  Nettie 
(deceased),  Nalvin,  Minnie  (deceased),  Henry  E.  (deceased),  Henry  and 
George  (deceased).  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Oscar  Otterholt,  a  well-known  farmer,  is  operating  the  home  place  of  160 
acres  in  Section  21,  east,  Maple  Grove  Township.  He  was  born  on  the  farm 
where  he  now  lives,  April  18,  1873,  and  with  the  exception  of  the  seasons  he 
has  worked  in  the  woods,  he  has  always  made  his  home  here.  He  attended  pub¬ 
lic  schools  here  and  worked  with  his  father  for  many  years,  taking  over  the 
farm  as  a  renter  in  1918.  As  a  boy,  he  assisted  in  its  development,  and  this 
development  he  has  since  continued.  He  successfully  carries  on  general 
farming  and  dairying  and  has  some  good  stock.  He  is  interested  in  the  school 
affairs  of  the  district  where  he  pursued  his  youthful  studies,  and  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  district  building  committee  when  the  present  sightly  building  was 
erected.  Mr.  Otterholt  was  married  July  12,  1903,  to  Carrie  Lande,  daughter 
of  Ole  and  Ingeborg  (Nelson)  Lande,  the  former  of  whom  died  in  Norway,  and 
the  latter  of  whom  is  still  living  there.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Otterholt  have  six  chil¬ 
dren:  Ingman  S.,  born  Dec.  22,  1903;  Walter,  born  March  21,  1908;  William, 
born  Feb.  12,  1910;  Mabel,  born  Nov.  10,  1913;  Minnie,  born  Jan.  6,  1916;  and 
Myrtle,  born  March  30,  1919.  Mr.  Otterholt  died  on  May  20,  1921. 

Ole  Pederson,  who  is  farming  on  120  acres  in  Section  6,  east,  Maple  Grove 
Township,  was  born  in  Norway,  Nov.  15,  1876,  son  of  Peter  Olson  and  Maren 
(Renna)  Pederson,  natives  of  Norway,  who  came  to  America  in  1887,  settled 
on  80  acres,  Section  26,  west,  Maple  Grove  Township,  this  county,  cleared  and 
fenced  25  acres,  erected  a  set  of  buildings,  developed  a  good  place  and  still 
carry  on  general  farming  there.  In  the  family  there  were  six  children :  Hans, 
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Andrew,  Ole,  Anna,  Annie  and  Helen  (deceased).  Ole  Pederson  received  a 
common  school  education  in  Norway,  and  as  a  young  man,  was  employed  at 
various  labor.  He  followed  his  parents  to  America  in  1903  and  for  two  years 
lived  with  them  in  this  county.  In  1905  he  rented  a  farm  near  Cameron,  also 
in  this  county.  He  bought  his  present  farm  in  1907.  He  has  cleared  80  acres, 
erected  some  good  buildings,  put  in  adequate  fences,  provided  himself  with 
ample  tools  and  implements,  and  is  well  on  the  road  to  success.  His  home  is 
modern  throughout,  and  both  house  and  barn  are  equipped  with  electricity. 
Mr.  Pederson  was  married  in  Norway  to  Tonetta  Anderson,  daughter  of  An¬ 
drew  and  Joren  (Mickelson)  Severson,  both  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pe¬ 
derson  are  the  parents  of  eight  children:  Peder  0.  was  born  Jan.  3,  1901,  and 
died  Jan.  19,  1920;  Jennie  was  born  Jan.  31,  1903;  Andrew  was  born  Dec.  25, 
1904;  Clara  was  born  May  26,  1906;  Oscar  was  born  Oct.  10,  1909,  and  died 
Dec.  17,  1909;  Severan  was  born  May  17,  1910,  and  died  June  22,  1910;  Harold 
was  born  Dec.  22,  1912;  and  Rena  was  born  Oct.  14,  1913.  The  family  faith  is 
that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Lars  Otterholt,  an  estimable  and  respected  farmer  of  Maple  Grove  Town¬ 
ship,  came  here  in  the  early  days  and  has  watched  the  development  of  the 
county  from  a  lumbering  region  with  scattered  lumbering  camps  and  a  few 
farms,  into  the  thriving  dairy  region  which  it  is  today.  He  was  born  in  Nor¬ 
way,  Sept.  2,  1845,  and  was  there  educated.  He  came  to  America  in  1867, 
and  located  in  Wolworth  County,  this  state.  In  1872,  he  came  to  Barron  County, 
and  took  up  a  homestead  of  160  acres  in  Section  28,  east,  Maple  Grove  Town¬ 
ship.  He  cleared  90  acres,  erected  buildings  and  fences,  and  carried  on  farm¬ 
ing  operations  for  many  years.  He  was  an  active  man  in  the  early  days,  in¬ 
fluenced  a  number  of  settlers  to  locate  here,  helped  to  build  roads  through 
the  wilderness,  and  was  interested  in  the  starting  of  schools  and  churches. 
After  a  long  life  filled  with  hard  work,  he  was  stricken  with  ill  health  a  short 
time  ago,  and  has  turned  the  management  of  the  place  over  to  the  son,  Irwin, 
a  popular  young  man,  who  is  carrying  on  the  farm  along  the  lines  inaugurated 
by  his  father.  Mr.  Otterholt  was  married  March  30,  1874,  to  Bertha  Larson, 
daughter  of  Lars  and  Anna  (Olson)  Isaacson,  natives  of  Norway,  who  came  to 
America  in  1866,  lived  for  a  while  in  Illinois,  and  then  came  to  Barron  County, 
Wisconsin,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  the  mother  dying  in 

1875,  and  the  father  35  years  later,  in  1910.  She  was  the  first  one  buried  in  the 
Otterholt  cemetery,  which  was  the  first  cemetery  started  in  Maple  Grove  Town¬ 
ship,  Mrs.  Lars  Otterholt  donating  the  land  for  the  purpose.  In  the  Otterholt 
family  there  are  eleven  children:  Anna  L.,  Jennie  L.,  Lena,  Edward,  Mabel, 
Lucille,  Nora,  Bennie,  Henry,  Selmer  and  Irwin.  Anna  L.  was  born  Feb.  23, 

1876,  and  is  now  Mrs.  Henry  Sigerson,  of  North  Dakota.  Jennie  L.  was  born 
Nov.  16,  1878,  and  is  now  Mrs.  Adolph  Austin,  of  Maple  Grove  Township.  Lena 
was  born  March  26,  1881,  and  is  now  Mrs.  Sanky  Hogan,  of  Chetek,  this  county. 
Edward  was  born  in  Chetek,  Nov.  13,  1883.  Mabel,  born  Oct.  10,  1885,  is  now 
Mrs.  Albert  Quaman,  of  Blair,  Wis.  Lucille  was  born  May  20,  1889,  and  is  now 
Mrs.  Emil  Wacht,  of  St.  Paul.  Nora  was  born  May  10,  1891,  and  now  lives  in 
Canada.  Bennie  was  born  Aug.  13,  1893,  and  resides  in  Maple  Grove  Township. 
Henry  was  born  Feb.  12,  1895,  and  lives  in  Chetek  Township.  Selmer,  born 
Oct.  26,  1897,  is  a  resident  of  Maple  Grove  Township.  Irwin,  who  operates  the 
home  farm,  was  born  Aug.  1,  1899.  Selmer  and  Bennie  have  records  of  mili¬ 
tary  service  in  the  World  War.  Bennie  was  inducted  into  the  service  in  1918; 
trained  at  Camp  Grant,  Rockford,  Ill. ;  went  to  France  Sept.  8,  1918 ;  was  with 
the  343rd  Infantry,  Black  Hawk  Division,  and  was  transferred  to  the  109th 
Infantry.  28th  Division;  saw  active  service  in  the  Thioucourt  sector;  spent 
seven  months  in  France;  returned  to  the  United  States  and  was  discharged  at 
Camp  Grant,  May  21,  1919.  Selmer  enlisted  for  service  April  27,  1917;  re¬ 
cruited  at  Jefferson  Barracks,  Mo.;  trained  at  Douglas,  Arizona;  was  assigned 
to  the  14th  Infantry ;  served  on  the  Mexican  border  two  and  a  half  months ;  was 
discharged  at  Camp  Grant,  Ill.,  Feb.  14,  1919. 
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John  Prine,  Section  29,  west,  Maple  Grove  Township,  was  born  in  Sauk 
County,  Wis.,  Sept.  28,  1873,  son  of  John  and  Lora  (Ernst)  Prine,  natives  of 
Germany,  who  came  to  America  in  the  early  sixties  and  settled  in  Sauk 
County  where  they  farmed  until  the  father  died  in  1876,  the  mother  still  mak¬ 
ing  her  home  in  Baraboo.  In  the  family  there  were  three  children:  Richard, 
Frank  and  John.  John  received  his  early  education  in  the  district  schools  and 
as  a  young  man  worked  on  farms  and  in  mines.  In  1911  he  came  to  Barron 
County  from  Freedom  Wis.,  and  bought  72  acres  in  Prairie 
Farm  Township.  He  cleared  30  acres,  built  a  silo  and  machine 
shed  and  made  other  improvements.  Seven  years  later  he  traded 
this  property  for  80  acres  in  Section  19,  west,  Maple  Grove  Town¬ 
ship.  It  was  in  1919  that  he  purchased  his  present  place  of  140 
acres.  He  is  gradually  making  improvements  and  carries  on  general  farm¬ 
ing  and  dairying.  Mr.  Prine  was  married  June  6,  1906,  to  Mrs.  Sadie  (Pease) 
Jacobs,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Jessie  (Goodenow)  and  widow  of  Seth 
Jacobs.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Prine  have  five  children :  Luther  J.,  born  Sept.  13,  1908 ; 
Opal  J.,  born  Sept.  10,  1909;  Leon  C.,  born  Sept.  1,  1911;  Durlin  L.,  born  Sept. 
22,  1916;  and  Lyle  F.,  born  Sept.  7,  1918.  By  her  previous  marriage  Mrs. 
Prine  has  two  daughters,  Ruth  A.  and  Ruby  L. 

John  E.  Paulson,  who  owns  a  garden  plot,  and  a  comfortable  new  home  in 
Section  8,  west.  Maple  Grove  Township,  has  been  one  of  the  real  leaders  of 
the  community  for  many  years.  He  has  served  on  the  school  board  of  his 
district  for  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century,  four  years  as  clerk  and  twenty 
years  as  treasurer,  and  in  all  this  time  he  has  proved  himself  a  real  friend 
of  education,  and  has  taken  the  deepest  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  school. 
For  two  years  he  was  also  town  supervisor,  and  in  other  ways  as  well,  he  has 
served  the  public.  He  was  born  March  3,  1862,  in  Norway,  son  of  Paul  and 
Gurena  (Ottesen)  Paulson,  natives  of  Norway,  the  former  of  whom  died  in 
that  country,  and  the  latter  of  whom  came  to  America  in  1872,  and  made  her 
home  with  her  son,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  until  her  death,  April  11,  1900, 
at  the  good  old  age  of  ninety-one  years.  John  E.  attended  school  for  a  while, 
and  was  reared  as  a  fisherman,  following  the  sea  for  several  years.  In  1872 
he  came  to  America  and  purchased  80  acres  in  St.  Croix  County,  this  state. 
He  erected  a  set  of  buildings,  cleared  60  acres,  and  there  farmed  for  twenty 
years.  In  1892  he  sold  out  and  came  to  Barron  County,  where  he  bought  40 
acres,  in  Section  8,  west,  Maple  Grove  Township,  cleared  practically  the  whole 
tract,  erected  a  set  of  buildings,  and  carried  on  mixed  farming  and  dairying. 
July  20,  1920,  he  sold  the  place,  purchased  his  present  tract  of  three  acres,  and 
erected  his  present  home.  Mr.  Paulson  was  married  July  19,  1879,  to  Olena 
Olson,  daughter  of  Ole  and  Ellen  (Halverson)  Severson,  who  spent  thir  entire 
lives  in  Norway.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  five  children:  Hannah 
was  born  July  31,  1880,  and  is  now  Mrs.  Pearl  Hanson,  of  Maple  Grove  Town¬ 
ship;  Olaf  was  born  Aug.  22,  1881  and  died  Aug.  13,  1917;  Edwin  was  born 
Jan.  1,  1883;  Oscar  was  born  Nov.  16,  1886,  and  died  May  20,  1887;  Deanax 
was  born  March  26,  1890,  and  lives  at  home.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the 
Free  Mission  Church. 

Knut  Bryngelson,  the  pioneer,  now  deceased,  was  born  in  Norway.  ■  He 
came  to  America  in  1876,  and  after  living  in  Chicago  for  a  year,  was  married 
to  Sarah  Stevenson  of  Capron,  Ill.,  and  came  to  Barron  County  in  1876,  among 
the  early  settlers,  and  took  a  homestead  of  160  acres  in  Section  21,  east,  Maple 
Grove  Township.  The  county  was  then  a  wilderness,  with  lumber  camps 
scattered  here  and  there,  and  with  but  few  settlers.  The  only  roads  were  the 
“tote”  roads  of  the  lumber  companies  and  the  trails  of  the  pioneers.  Mr. 
Bryngelson  cleared  65  acres  of  his  land,  erected  buildings,  built  fences,  and 
developed  a  good  place.  After  a  long  and  honored  career  he  died  in  January, 
1920.  His  wife  died  Jan.  17,  1921.  The  children  in  the  family  are  Clarence, 
Stephen,  Carrie  and  Martin.  One  daughter,  Irene,  died  in  infancy. 
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Martin  Bryngelson,  an  active  and  efficient  farmer  of  Maple  Grove  Town¬ 
ship,  has  an  80-acre  farm  in  section  16,  east,  and  is  carrying  on  mixed  farm¬ 
ing  and  dairying  along  modern  scientific  lines.  He  is  a  native  of  this  town¬ 
ship,  born  of  pioneer  stock,  and  son  of  Knut  and  Sarah  (Stevenson)  Bryngel¬ 
son.  He  attended  the  public  schools  of  his  neighborhood,  and  learned  farming 
with  his  parents,  remaining  at  home  until  1910.  In  that  year  he  bought  his 
present  farm,  broke  and  cleared  some  of  it,  and  made  general  improvements, 
which  he  is  still  keeping  up.  Mr.  Bryngelson  was  married  June  8,  1919,  to 
Cordelia  Fostvedt  daughter  of  Knut  and  Carrie  (Christianson)  Fostvedt,  the 
former  of  whom  is  a  blacksmith  in  Waushara  County,  this  state.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Fostvedt  have  five  children:  Julius,  Clarence,  Inga,  Johanna  and  Cordelia. 

Andrew  N.  Anderson,  one  of  the  representative  farmers  of  his  neighbor¬ 
hood,  owning  98  acres  in  Section  30,  east,  Maple  Grove  Township,  was  born  in 
Norway,  Dec.  10,  1853,  son  of  Iver  and  Runug  (Peterson)  Anderson,  natives  of 
Norway,  who  spent  the  span  of  their  years  in  that  country.  Andrew  N.  was 
educated  in  his  native  land,  and  in  1873,  when  twenty  years  of  age,  started  out 
with  courage  and  high  resolve  to  carve  his  fortunes  in  the  New  World.  He 
landed  at  Portland,  Me.,  and  from  there  came  to  this  state  and  located  at 
Janesville.  In  1875  he  went  to  Iowa,  and  worked  as  a  carpenter,  but  two 
years  later  came  again  to  this  state  and  located  in  Dunn  county,  where  he 
alternated  farm  work  with  lumbering.  He  bought  his  present  place  in  1883, 
cleared  60  acres,  erected  a  good  set  of  buildings,  and  has  since,  for  nearly 
forty  years,  continued  successfully  to  carry  on  general  farming  and  dairying, 
making  a  specialty  of  a  good  grade  of  Guernsey  cattle  and  Poland-China 
swine.  He  found  the  county  a  wilderness,  still  a  place  of  flourishing  lumber 
camps,  and  has  seen  it  develop  into  the  rich  dairy  region  of  the  present  day. 
In  this  development,  by  building  up  a  good  farm,  he  has  had  his  part.  For 
some  years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  school  board  of  his  district  and  has 
endeavored  to  give  his  large  family  a  good  training  in  study  and  in  work. 
He  was  married  July  14, 1883,  to  Augusta  Johnson,  daughter  of  John  and  Sophia 
(Greenquist)  Johnson,  natives  of  Sweden,  who  came  to  America  in  1881, 
and  settled  in  Maple  Grove  Township,  this  county,  where  the  father  died  July 
14,  1896  and  the  mother  March  12,  1899.  In  the  family  there  are  five  children : 
Anna  (deceased),  Matilda,  Minnie,  Justen  and  Augusta.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ander¬ 
son  have  ten  children:  Ida  C.  was  born  March  31,  1884,  and  is  the  wife  of 
Even  Erickson,  of  Dallas  Village,  this  county;  Rena  S.  was  born  Jan.  4,  1886, 
and  is  the  wife  of  Bernard  Jacobson,  of  Minnesota;  Alfred  W.  was  born  June 
3,  1888,  and  is  farming  in  Maple  Grove  Township,  this  county;  John  O.  was 
born  Dec.  18,  1890,  and  is  in  Spokane,  Wash.;  Walter  A.  was  born  Oct.  27, 
1893,  and  is  in  North  Dakota;  Isaac  A.  was  born  Oct.  14,  1896,  and  is  farm¬ 
ing  in  Maple  Grove  Township;  Clarance  R.  was  born  Oct.  27,  1899,  and  is 
at  home;  Geneva  O.,  born  July  14,  1902;  Ethel  A.,  born  March  6,  1907,  and 
Helen  A.  born  July  16,  1910,  are  all  at  home.  The  family  worships  at  the 
Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

George  P.  Klein,  a  farmer,  Section  29,  west,  Maple  Grove  Township,  was 
born  May  10,  1878  in  Sauk  County,  Wis.,  son  of  Karl  and  Lena  (Timmie)  Klein, 
natives  of  Germany,  who  came  to  America  in  the  early  sixties  and  settled  in 
Sauk  County  where  they  farmed  a  number  of  years  before  moving  to  Baraboo, 
Wis.,  where  they  now  live.  In  the  family  there  were  ten  children:  Lewis, 
Charles,  Gusta,  Otto,  George,  Edward,  Lena,  Henry,  Anna  and  Bertha.  George 
received  his  early  education  in  the  district  schools  and  worked  for  his  father 
until  1902.  He  was  then  employed  in  a  skimming  station  at  Linden,  Wis., 
thirteen  months,  and  was  then  watchman  for  the  Consolidated  Granite  Com¬ 
pany  in  Sauk  County.  In  1904  he  came  to  Barron  County,  Wis.,  and  bought 
one  hundred  acres  upon  which  he  now  lives.  He  remodelled  the  buildings, 
erected  a  new  house,  purchased  suitable  equipment  and  now  carries  on 
general  farming  and  dairying.  He  also  owns  a  house  and  five  lots  in  Barron 
city  where  he  expects  shortly  to  take  up  his  home.  Mr.  Klein  was  married 
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February  24,  1904,  to  Ida  Reineke,  daughter  of  William  and  Minnie  Reineke, 
natives  of  Germany,  who  came  to  America  in  the  early  sixties  and  now  reside 
at  Westfield,  Wis.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Klein  have  two  children:  Ewald,  born  April 
2,  1906,  and  Floyd  E.  born  Nov.  16,  1914. 

Herbert  Ewald,  secretary  and  assistant  treasurer  of  the  Cumberland 
Fruit  Package  Co.  and  one  of  Cumberland’s  active  business  men,  was  born 
at  Fairchild,  Wis.,  Oct.  1,  1889,  the  son  of  Julius  and  Emstina  (Reese)  Ewald, 
prominent  citizens  of  that  place.  He  was  sent  to  the  graded  schools  in  his 
native  town,  and  then  went  to  Minneapolis,  where  he  attended  the  Central 
High  School  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1907.  Then  he  worked  at  the 
printing  business  in  Minneapolis  for  several  years.  In  1910  he  came  to 
Cumberland  where  his  father  had  moved  the  previous  year.  He  entered  the 
employ  of  the  Cumberland  Fruit  Package  Co.  and  at  his  father’s  death  in  1917, 
assumed  the  duties  of  his  present  position.  He  thoroughly  understands  his 
business,  he  is  a  good  executive  and  master  accountant,  and  much  of  the 
success  with  which  the  company  is  meeting  is  due  to  his  untiring  energy. 
He  is  well  liked  throughout  the  community  and  is  a  popular  member  of  the 
Masonic  and  Pythian  orders. 

Julius  Ewald,  manufacturer  and  inventor,  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
Cumberland  Fruit  Package  Co.,  and  patentee  of  many  of  its  best  devices,  was 
born  in  Dodge  County,  Wis.,  Aug.  25,  1856,  son  of  Christian  and  Marie 
(Schumaker)  Ewald,  natives  of  Prussia,  the  former  of  whom  came  to  the 
United  States  in  early  manhood,  and  died  in  1863.  Of  their  eight  children, 
five  grew  to  adult  years:  Frank  Jesse,  William,  August,  Julius  and  Louisa, 
the  wife  of  Fred  Krueger.  Julius  was  reared  in  his  native  county  and  as  a 
youth  learned  the  blacksmith  trade.  He  also  did  more  or  less  in  photography. 
In  1873  he  located  in  Fairchild,  near  the  joining  point  of  Jackson,  Eau  Claire 
and  Clark  counties.  There  by  hard  work,  good  judgment  and  perseverance, 
he  became  a  substantial  and  honored  citizen,  and  acquired  valuable  business 
and  rural  property.  For  some  years  he  was  a  prosperous  general  merchant 
April  11,  1889,  he  was  appointed  postmaster  at  Fairchild,  and  while  serving 
m  this  position  wrote  insurance  and  to  a  certain  extent  dealt  in  real  estate. 
He  was  of  inventive  turn  of  mind  and  in  time  evolved  an  improved  folding 
berry  box  which  still  bears  his  name  and  which  is  gradually  replacing  the 
older  type  boxes.  In  1909  he  came  to  Cumberland,  assisted  in  organizing  the 
Cumberland  Fruit  Package  Co.,  and  lived  here  until  his  death,  Dec.  7,  1917, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-one  years.  He  was  a  prominent  man  both  in  Eau  Claire 
and  Barron  counties.  In  the  first  named  county  he  held  numerous  county, 
town,  village  and  school  offices,  including  the  position  of  county  treasurer, 
which  he  filled  with  ability  for  four  years.  He  was  also  alderman  of  Cum¬ 
berland  one  year.  He  was  a  charter  member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  at  Fairchild, 
was  also  active  in  the  M.  W.  A.,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Masonic  lodge  at 
Humbird  and  the  K.  of  P.  lodge  at  Augusta.  He  and  his  family  adhered  to  the 
German  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  Mr.  Ewald  was  married  in  November, 
1880,  to  Emstina  Reese,  who  was  born  April  11,  1868,  in  Dodge  County,  Wis., 
daughter  of  Peter  and  Mary  Reese,  natives  of  Prussia.  This  union  was 
blessed  with  six  children,  Robert,  George,  Herbert,  Esther,  Helen  and 
Valentina. 

Cumberland  Fruit  Package  Co.  has  a  plant  occupying  a  site  of  about  six 
acres  situated  between  the  Omaha  railway  tracks  and  Lake  Beaver  Dam. 
The  factory  building  is  of  brick  construction  two  stories  high.  Warehouse 
capacity  consists  of  a  frame  building,  60  by  126  feet,  with  a  shed  of  smaller 
capacity.  Besides  this  there  are  a  large  number  of  small  open  drying  sheds 
in  the  yard  where  material  and  finished  boxes  and  baskets  are  piled  for 
drying  before  being  put  into  the  warehouse  proper  for  shipment.  Various 
tracks  and  tramways  connect  all  the  buildings,  facilitating  the  handling  of 
material  with  trucks.  The  plant  is  so  systematically  arranged  that  the  logs 
start  in  one  end  of  the  factory,  are  cut  into  material  and  assembled  so  that 
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boxes,  baskets  and  crates  come  out  at  the  warehouse  ready  for  shipment. 
The  company  manufactures  a  general  line  of  fruit  packages,  consisting  of 
berry  crates  of  all  kinds,  repacking  baskets,  grape  and  peach  baskets,  and 
apple  boxes.  It  has  trade  in  Wisconsin  and  neighboring  states  of  Michigan, 
Minnesota,  Illinois  and  Iowa,  although  an  extensive  business  is  not  possible 
outside  of  these  states  on  account  of  the  high  freight  rates  compared  with  low 
value  of  the  product.  The  company  controls  the  manufacture  of  the  Ewald 
Patent  Folding  Berry  Box,  which  is  extensively  used  in  the  territory  named. 
This  box  was  invented  by  Julius  Ewald,  one  of  the  founders  of  the  business, 
and  who  was  the  father  of  the  present  secretary.  This  box  is  an  especial 
boon  to  the  small  fruit  grower,  using  from  one  to  ten  thousand  strawberry 
boxes,  as  it  enables  him  to  get  a  large  number  of  boxes  in  a  very  small  space, 
as  the  boxes  come  all  folded  and  packed  in  crates.  All  the  grower  need  do 
is  to  set  them  up  which  is  an  operation  of  a  second  or  two,  doing  away  with 
the  necessity  of  stapling  machine  or  old  method  of  tacks  and  hammer.  The 
company  supplies  practically  all  northern  Wisconsin  with  necessary  crates 
for  marketing  berries,  such  as  the  districts  at  Bayfield,  Washburn,  Ashland, 
and  Twin  Ports.  It  also  has  bulk  of  the  trade  in  territory  surrounding  the 
Twin  Cities.  During  the  season  it  furnishes  the  greater  part  of  the  blue¬ 
berry  crates  used  in  northern  Minnesota,  Wisconsin  and  the  Upper  Peninsula 
of  Michigan.  Birch  is  the  principal  wood  used  in  the  manufacture  of  pack¬ 
ages,  as  about  50  per  cent,  of  the  product  is  made  from  this  material.  Bass¬ 
wood  and  pine  make  up  about  25  per  cent,  and  the  remainder  is  made  up  of 
such  hardwoods  as  maple,  elm,  ash,  etc.,  in  fact  any  wood  with  the  exception 
of  hemlock.  Practically  all  the  birch  has  to  be  shipped  in  by  rail  as  there  is 
very  little  of  this  timber  left  in  Barron  County.  A  good  deal  of  the  other 
woods  used  is  secured  in  vicinity  of  Cumberland  within  a  radius  of  15  miles. 
About  one  million  feet  are  used  in  an  average  season,  and  are  cut  up  into  thin 
veneer,  running  from  the  thickness  of  seven  to  the  inch  to  as  thin  as  twenty- 
eight  to  the  inch.  When  the  material  leaves  the  veneer  machines  it  is  sorted 
and  piled  out  in  the  yard  to  dry,  after  which  it  is  stored  in  the  warehouses 
ready  for  shipment  or  to  be  made  up  into  boxes,  baskets,  and  crates.  During 
a  normal  season  a  crew  of  about  one  hundred  people  are  kept  busy,  consisting 
of  about  75  men  and  25  women.  The  cut  generally  starts  about  December  1, 
when  the  logs  start  to  come  in,  and  lasts  until  October  1.  However,  this 
year  there  are  enough  logs  left  on  hand  to  run  nearly  the  balance  of  the  year, 
which  is  due  to  the  large  supply  the  farmers  brought  in  last  winter.  In  1920 
the  company  was  very  busy  working  with  a  large  crew  most  of  the  year,  and 
being  compelled  to  work  over-time  to  take  care  of  the  strong  demand.'  This 
year  the  fruit  crops  are  very  light  due  to  unfavorable  weather,  so  only  a 
light  crew  has  been  employed  and  somewhat  reduced  hours.  The  wages  paid 
compare  very  favorably  with  those  paid  in  other  industries  in  this  section  of 
the  state,  and  other  benefits  are  given  to  the  employes  such  as  group  life 
insurance  paid  at  expense  of  the  company,  etc.  The  business  was  started  in 
1910  by  H.  C.  Monstad,  Julius  Ewald  and  Lewis  Larson,  since  which  time  Mr. 
Monstad  has  severed  his  connections  with  the  firm,  Mr.  Ewald  is  deceased, 
and  Mr.  Larson  continues  as  treasurer  of  the  company.  The  officers  at  pres¬ 
ent  time  are  L.  A.  Reese,  president;  Andrew  Bachhuber,  vice-president,  and 
Herbert  Ewald,  secretary.  These  men  are  also  directors  with  W.  N.  Hedback 
and  August  Ewald.  The  business  has  grown  rapidly  since  starting,  and 
several  additions  have  been  made  necessary  to  furnish  the  equipment  to  take 
care  of  increasing  demand  for  the  product.  It  has  also  been  necessary  to  in¬ 
crease  the  capital  stock  since  organization. 

Halvor  Larson,  an  enterprising  farmer  of  Section  23,  Clinton  Township, 
was  born  in  Winnebago  County,  this  state,  April  4,  1863,  the  son  of  Lawrence 
and  Mary  (Baka)  Larson,  both  natives  of  Norway.  Lawrence  Larson  was 
brought  to  Muskego,  Waukesha  County,  this  state,  in  1843,  by  his  parents. 
As  a  young  man  he  farmed  about,  and  later  located  in  Winnebago  County, 
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this  state,  where  he  farmed  until  his  death  in  1919,  his  good  wife  having 
passed  away  in  1916.  Of  the  nine  children  in  the  family  there  are  now 
living  six:  Louis,  Anne,  Halvor,  Emma,  Joseph  and  Josephine.  Louis  lives 
in  Minneapolis.  Anna  lives  in  Oshkosh,  and  is  the  widow  of  Hans  Stroma. 
Emma  is  the  wife  of  Louis  Christopherson,  of  Oshkosh,  Wis.  Joseph  lives  in 
Minneapolis.  Josephine  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Falk,  and  lives  in  Oshkosh, 
Wis.  Halvor  Larson  was  reared  in  Winnebago  County,  was  educated  there, 
learned  farming  from  his  father,  and  remained  at  home  until  he  was  twenty- 
three  years  old.  On  Nov.  26,  1886,  he  came  to  Barron  County,  and  the  first 
winter  worked  in  the  lumber  woods.  In  1886  his  father,  Lawrence  Larson, 
bought  80  acres  in  Section  23,  Clinton  Township,  which  he  gave  to  his  son, 
Halvor,  who  in  1887  moved  onto  it.  This  was  all  wild  railroad  land.  He  put 
up  a  small  log  cabin,  moved  into  it,  and  started  clearing  up  the  land.  He  cut 
off  considerable  cord  wood,  cleared  out  the  stumps,  and  began  tilling  the 
land.  In  1888  he  put  up  a  larger  log  house,  one  story  and  a  half,  and  in  this  he 
has  since  continued  to  live.  In  1891  he  bought  another  80  acres  of  wild  land, 
making  him  160  acres  in  all.  He  has  cleared  up  most  of  this.  He  now  has 
100  acres  under  the  plow,  the  remainder  being  timber  land  and  pasture  land. 
Here  he  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  He  is 
interested  in  the  general  progress  of  the  community,  and  has  served  as  road 
overseer.  Mr.  Larson  was  married  May  18,  1896,  at  Chetek,  in  this  county,  to 
Anne  P.  Lee,  who  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  on  Dec.  31,  1872,  the  daughter  of 
Gunder  and  Anne  (Simpson)  Lee.  Her  parents  were  natives  of  Norway  who, 
on  coming  single  to  this  country,  first  lived  one  year  in  New  York  State, 
where  they  were  married.  They  then  came  west  to  Minnesota  and  made  their 
home  for  six  years  at  St.  Charles,  Winona  County.  They  then  moved  to  Dunn 
County,  Wisconsin,  stayed  there  six  years,  and  from  that  locality  came  to 
Dallas,  Barron  County,  where  the  father,  Gunder  Lee,  found  work  in  a  flour 
mill,  and  where  he  now  lives,  his  wife  having  passed  away.  In  the  family 
there  were  ten  children.  Five  died  when  young  of  diphtheria,  within  a  few 
days  of  each  other.  The  others  are  Olaf,  Otto,  Ole,  Carl  and  Anne  P.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Larson  have  nine  children:  Alma,  Lawrence,  Hilmer,  Clifford, 
Warden,  Bessie,  Morris,  George  and  Daniel.  Lawrence  farms  in  St.  Croix 
county.  Alma  is  employed.  The  rest  are  at  home.  All  the  members  of  the 
family  are  well  regarded. 

John  Erick  Nelson,  a  solid  and  substantial  resident  of  Section  1,  east, 
Dovre  Township,  proprietor  of  Fairdale  Farm,  was  born  in  Sweden,  July  31, 
1861,  the  son  of  John  and  Karen  Nelson.  The  father  died  in  Sweden,  leav¬ 
ing  six  children :  John  E.,  Johanna,  Kate,  Anna,  Ellen  and  Louis.  The  mother 
afterward  married  Ole  Johnson,  and  they  later  came  to  America.  John  Erick, 
the  oldest  of  the  children,  was  reared  and  educated  in  the  old  country.  In 
1887  he  married  Johanna  Erickson.  The  next  year,  1888,  they  came  to 
America,  and  located  in  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  where  for  thirteen  years  he 
was  employed  as  a  motorman  on  the  street  railway.  While  thus  engaged  he 
purchased  a  tract  of  160  acres  in  Section  1,  east,  Dovre  Township.  A  farm  had 
been  started  there,  but  it  had  run  down,  and  was  mostly  in  brush  and  timber. 
Onto  this  farm  he  moved  in  1901.  For  a  time  he  had  to  get  along  with  meagre 
contrivances.  He  paid  $34  for  a  team  of  horses,  and  made  his  own  harness. 
His  wagon  was  a  wreck,  which  he  had  secured  from  a  blacksmith  shop  and 
made  over.  After  being  on  the  place  about  three  months,  he  traded  some 
timber  for  a  cow,  with  which  to  start  in  the  dairying  business.  With  this 
beginning  he  has  built  up  a  good  farm,  and  has  achieved  success.  He  has  a 
fine  set  of  buildings  in  a  beautiful  location  on  the  banks  of  Ten  Mile  Creek, 
surrounded  with  pleasant  lawns,  trees  and  shrubbery.  His  farm  is  well  de¬ 
veloped  in  every  way.  His  fine  herd  of  Holstein  cattle  is  the  pride  of  the 
neighborhood,  and  he  also  has  a  good  drove  of  Poland-China  swine  and  a  good 
grade  of  horses.  He  is  a  thorough  believer  in  co-operative  effort  among 
farmers,  and  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers'  Store  Co.  of  Chetek,  and  the 
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Farmers’  Co-operative  Creamery  of  Chetek.  He  is  active  in  public  affairs  and 
has  done  good  service  on  the  town  board  and  the  school  board,  being  a  sup¬ 
porter  of  every  movement  which  he  considers  for  the  best  interests  of  the 
community.  He  and  his  wife  attend  the  Lutheran  Church.  Their  children  are 
as  follows:  Anna  Marie,  now  Mrs.  Lester  Thomas  Wilson,  residing  in  Chicago; 
Betty  Erika,  now  Mrs.  H.  W.  Heenan,  who  has  one  child,  Ivadell,  and  William 
Erick,  who  resides  at  home  and  is  his  father’s  assistant. 

Charles  J.  Nyht,  who  has  a  good  place  in  Section  21,  Clinton  Township, 
was  born  in  Sweden,  July  4,  1882,  the  son  of  Victor  and  Anna  (Johnson) 
Nyht.  Victor  Nyht  was  a  stone  mason  by  trade.  For  fifteen  years  he  served 
in  the  Royal  Swedish  army.  In  1892,  he  brought  his  family  to  America,  and 
settled  near  Galesburg,  Ill.,  where  he  farmed  for  a  while.  Then  he  moved 
to  Plymouth  County,  Iowa,  where  he  farmed  for  many  years.  At  present  he  is 
connected  with  the  Farmers  Lumber  Co.,  at  Farnhamville,  Iowa.  In  the  family 
there  were  ten  children:  Axel,  Alvin,  Harold,  Charles,  Esther,  Delia,  Vida, 
Ellen,  Anna  (deceased)  and  an  unnamed  infant  who  died  in  Sweden.  Charles 
attended  school  in  his  native  land,  and  for  a  few  winter  terms  after  the  family 
came  to  America.  As  a  young  man  he  rented  farms  in  Webster  and  Green 
counties,  Iowa,  for  five  years.  In  the  spring  of  1910,  he  came  to  Barron 
County,  and  bought  80  acres  in  section  21,  Clinton  Township,  to  which  he  later 
added  40  acres  in  the  same  section.  No  buildings  had  been  erected  and  the 
land  was  covered  with  stumps  and  timber.  Here  he  has  developed  a  good 
farm.  He  has  a  modern  home,  eight  rooms  with  bath,  a  good  barn,  silo, 
granary,  sheds  and  other  buildings,  and  he  has  cleared  up  and  improved  the 
land.  Here  he  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  and  has 
a  good  herd,  headed  by  a  full  blooded  Holstein  sire.  The  cream  is  sold  to  the 
Barron  Creamery  Co.  Mr.  Nyht  is  well  liked  in  the  community  and  is  a 
popular  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  He  was  married  Oct. 
13,  1907,  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  to  Alice  Heath,  the  daughter  of  Frank  and 
Flora  Heath,  old  settlers  of  Calhoun  County,  Iowa,  the  former  of  whom  now 
lives  in  Maple  Grove  Township,  and  the  latter  of  whom  died  Oct.  13,  1898. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nyht  have  three  fine  boys,  Clarence,  Walter  and  George.  The 
family  faith  is  that  of  the  Swedish  M.  E.  Church. 

Embret  Nyhus,  who  farms  a  good  place  in  Section  6,  Clinton  Township, 
is  one  of  the  most  highly  respected  men  of  this  region.  Born  on  the  farm 
where  he  still  resides,  he  has  spent  his  life  here,  he  has  watched  the  wonder¬ 
ful  progress  that  the  county  has  made  in  the  past  thirty-five  years,  and  in  that 
progress  has  done  his  share.  He  was  born  Sept.  29,  1884,  the  son  of  Jacob 
and  Anna  (Thoreson)  Nyhus.  These  good  people  were  born,  reared  and 
educated  in  Norway,  and  there  they  married.  In  1880  they  came  to  this 
country  and  settled  on  a  homestead  of  80  acres  in  Section  6,  Clinton  Town¬ 
ship.  This  was  all  timber  land.  The  father  made  a  clearing,  put  up  a  log 
house  and  two  log  barns,  and  in  time  got  ten  acres  under  cultivation.  Here  he 
carried  on  general  farming  until  his  death,  June  30,  1899.  The  mother  is  still 
living.  She  has  patiently  borne  the  suffering  of  an  invalid  for  the  past  five 
years,  lovingly  and  tenderly  cared  for  by  the  son.  In  the  family  there  was 
one  other  child,  Tena,  who  is  now  dead.  Embret  was  reared  on  the  home  farm, 
attended  the  district  school,  and  helped  his  father.  He  was  but  fourteen 
when  his  father  died,  but  with  courage  and  fortitude,  he  then  took  charge  of 
the  farm,  and  continued  clearing  the  land  and  developing  the  place.  His 
residence  is  a  pleasant  eight-room  house  with  electric  lights  and  other  con¬ 
veniences.  The  barn  is  34  by  80  feet,  with  a  full  tile  basement,  and  furnished 
with  the  Great  Western  equipment.  He  also  has  other  suitable  buildings  in¬ 
cluding  a  granary,  milk  house  and  machine  shed,  as  well  as  a  silo  12  by  24 
feet.  The  farm  is  excellently  equipped  with  tools,  implements  and  machinery. 
Here  he  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  His  herd 
consists  of  graded  Jerseys,  and  some  of  his  cows  averaged  61  pounds  of 
butter  for  the  month  of  April.  He  also  has  a  drove  of  full  blooded  Duroc- 
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Jersey  swine,  and  some  good  horses.  Aside  from  carrying  on  his  farm,  Mr. 
Nyhus  looks  after  the  house,  and  cares  for  his  aged  mother,  who  on  Jan.  29, 
1921,  was  seventy-one  years  old.  As  a  public  spirited  citizen  he  has  done 
good  work  on  the  school  board.  He  and  his  mother  are  faithful  supporters 
of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

John  M.  Olson,  an  estimable  farmer  of  Section  16,  Clinton  Township, 
was  born  in  Norway,  Dec.  10,  1860,  the  son  of  Mathias  and  Tillie  (Anderson) 
Olson.  These  good  people  were  farmers  in  the  old  country,  and  came  to 
America  in  1866,  and  located  in  Winnebago  County,  Wis.,  where  they  farmed 
for  many  years.  There  the  father  died  in  1911,  and  the  mother  now  makes 
her  home  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Christ  Thompson,  of  Rice  Lake,  at  the  age 
of  94  years.  In  the  family  there  were  ten  children.  Angeline  married  Sam 
Thompson,  of  Pierce  County,  this  state.  He  is  dead,  and  she  now  lives  in 
Western  Canada.  Hattie  is  the  wife  of  Halver  Olson,  of  Tower,  Minn.  Anna 
is  the  wife  of  Christ  Thompson,  of  Rice  Lake,  Wis.  Tillie  is  the  wife  of  John 
Olson,  of  Waupaca  County,  this  state.  Lena  married  Henry  Drager,  of  Osh¬ 
kosh,  Wis.  Ole  lives  in  Rice  Lake.  John  M.  is  a  farmer  of  Clinton  Township. 
Andrew  lives  in  New  Richmond.  Sarah,  the  wife  of  Hans  Everson,  is  dead. 
Christina  died  young.  John  M.  came  to  Winnebago  County  with  his  parents 
when  he  was  not  quite  six  years  old.  He  attended  school  there  and  worked 
on  the  farm.  In  1884  he  went  to  Winchester,  Wis.,  and  spent  a  year.  In  1886 
he  came* to  this  county  and  bought  a  farm  in  Cumberland  Township.  But 
after  doing  a  little  clearing,  he  sold  the  same  year,  and  bought  80  acres  of 
heavy  timber  land  in  Section  15,  Clinton  Township.  He  built  a  log  house  and 
log  barn,  cleared  some  of  the  land,  and  started  developing  a  farm.  There  he 
has  since  continued  to  carry  on  general  farming  and  stock  raising  and  dairy¬ 
ing,  and  he  has  a  herd  of  about  20  head  of  high  grade  Holsteins.  As  pros¬ 
perity  increased,  he  sided  and  plastered  the  log  house  and  enlarged  it.  In 
1902  he  put  up  a  modern  barn,  34  by  80  feet,  with  full  basement,  and  modern 
equipment.  In  building  up  his  own  success,  Mr.  Olson  has  not  been  unmindful 
of  the  needs  of  the  community.  He  was  one  of  the  first  to  join  the  Norwegian 
Lutheran  congregation,  and  assisted  in  building  the  first  church  in  Section 
14,  Clinton  Township.  He  believes  in  good  schools,  and  donated  material  and 
labor  to  build  the  first  schoolhouse  in  District  No.  5,  in  his  township.  He  is 
likewise  interested  in  good  roads  and  has  done  excellent  service  as  pathmaster. 
Mr.  Olson  was  married  at  Prairie  Farm  on  Oct.  13,  1886,  to  Isabel  Johnson,  the 
daughter  of  Barney  and  Sarah  (Olson)  Johnson,  early  settlers  of  Clinton 
Township,  the  former  of  whom  is  dead,  and  the  latter  of  whom  is  now  living 
with  her  son,  John  B.  Johnson.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Olson  have  an  adopted  son, 
Edwin,  who  was  born  Nov.  22,  1894.  He  is  an  energetic  young  farmer,  a  good 
citizen,  and  well  liked,  who  carries  on  the  home  farm  in  partnership  with  his 
father. 

Henry  G.  Puls,  a  representative  farmer  of  Section  28,  Clinton  Township, 
was  born  in  Grant  County,  in  the  southwestern  part  of  this  state,  March  22, 
1874,  the  son  of  George  and  Mary  Puls,  natives  of  Germany,  who  came  to  the 
United  States  in  the  seventies,  found  their  way  to  Galena,  Ill.,  .and  from  there 
came  over  the  line  into  Grant  County.  There  the  father  died,  and  the 
mother  later  married  William  Gelting.  In  1880,  the  family  moved  to  Iowa, 
and  settled  on  a  farm  near  Dubuque.  There  Henry  G.  was  reared  and 
educated,  and  helped  on  the  home  farm.  In  1903,  he  came  to  St.  Croix  County, 
and  worked  a  while  in  a  lumber  yard  at  Hudson.  Then  he  came  to  Barron 
County,  and  for  a  while  lived  on  rented  farms.  In  1909  he  purchased  80 
acres  in  Section  28,  Clinton  Township,  where  he  now  carries  on  general 
farming.  Later  he  bought  another  80  in  the  same  section.  He  has  a  good 
herd  of  graded  Holsteins  headed  by  a  full  blooded  sire,  and  the  cream  is  sold 
to  the  Barron  Creamery  Co.  He  also  has  a  fine  drove  of  Chester-White  swine, 
and  a  flock  of  some  fifty  Shropshire  sheep.  He  takes  his  part  in  the  affairs 
of  the  community,  and  has  done  good  work  on  the  school  board.  He  is  a 


Digitized  .b 


yGoogle 


Digitized  by  i^ooQie 


ARVID  ACKERSON  AND  FAMILY 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HISTORY  OF  BARRON  COUNTY 


469 


director  in  the  Oak  Grove  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Co.  He  is  a  popular  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Foresters  and  of  the  Minnesota  Roman  Catholic  Protective  Society. 
Mr.  Puls  was  married  at  Hudson,  July  11,  1906,  to  Anna  Drutchmann,  who 
was  born  in  Germany  on  Jan.  14,  1877,  the  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Matilda 
Drutchmann,  natives  of  Germany.  She  died  in  Minnesota.  He  lived  for  some 
years  in  Barron  County,  and  is  now  dead.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Puls  have  six  chil¬ 
dren:  Josephine,  Lauretta,  Arthur,  Marie,  Clarence  and  Raymond,  all  at  home. 

Adolph  Anderson,  an  industrious  farmer  of  Section  22,  Clinton  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  Sweden,  Nov.  2,  1862,  the  son  of  Andrew  and  Johanna 
Swanson,  who  spent  the  span  of  their  years  in  Sweden.  In  the  family  there 
were  ten  children.  Claus,  Maria  and  Selma  still  live  in  the  old  country. 
Adolph,  Carl,  Frank  and  John  live  in  the  United  States.  Four  are  dead. 
Adolph  was  reared  in  Sweden,  attended  school  there,  and  helped  his  father  on 
the  farm.  As  a  boy  he  became  a  clerk  in  a  store.  He  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1881,  and  settled  in  Red  Wing,  Goodhue  County,  Minn.,  where  he 
clerked  in  a  store.  There  he  remained  until  1890.  Then  he  became  a  steam¬ 
boat  cook  for  the  Government  on  the  Mississippi  River.  In  1894  he  entered 
the  employ  of  E.  H.  Jacobs,  in  his  store  at  Poskin.  In  1900  he  purchased  40 
acres  in  Section  22,  Clinton  Township.  Since  then  he  has  worked  for  some 
years  as  a  railroad  section  hand,  but  most  of  his  time  has  been  devoted  to  the 
farm.  When  he  took  the  place  much  of  the  land  had  been  cleared,  and  a  log 
cabin  had  been  erected.  He  has  put  up  a  comfortable  home  and  barn,  and 
other  buildings,  he  has  developed  the  land,  and  now  has  a  good  place  where  he 
successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  He  is  a  prominent  and 
well-known  man  in  the  township,  and  has  done  most  efficient  service  for 
thirteen  years  as  clerk  of  Clinton  Township.  In  this  capacity  he  kept  the 
books  well,  and  looked  after  the  town  affairs  with  judgment  and  discretion. 
For  one  year  he  was  assessor.  Mr.  Anderson  was  married  in  Clinton  Town¬ 
ship,  Jan.  10,  1900,  to  Christina  Dahl,  daughter  of  Ole  and  Kare  Dahl,  natives 
of  Norway,  who  came  to  the  United  States,  settled  first  in  Waupaca  County, 
this  state,  and  then  in  Dunn  County,  and  then  came  to  Barrbn  County,  and 
settled  in  Clinton  Township,  where  they  lived  for  many  years.  Their  chil¬ 
dren  are  John,  Otto  and  Christine.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson  have  three  chil¬ 
dren.  Fred  is  a  section  man  for  the  “Soo”  line.  Esther  is  attending  the 
High  School  at  Barron.  Elmer  is  doing  well  in  the  graded  schools. 

Arvid  Ackerson,  clerk  of  Clinton  Township,  and  actively  interested  in  a 
number  of  public  enterprises,  was  born  in  Martin  County,  Minn.,  Aug.  31, 
1889,  the  son  of  Peter  and  Emily  Ackerson,  natives  of  Sweden,  who  settled  in 
Martin  County  in  an  early  day,  and  from  there  came  to  Barron  County  in  1912, 
and  located  at  Cumberland,  where  they  are  now  living  retired.  Arvid.  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  was  reared  in  his  native  county,  and  attended  public 
school  there.  Later  he  entered  the  Gustavus-Adolphus  College  at  St.  Peter, 
Minn.,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1908.  Thus  equipped,  he  became  an 
accountant  at  Elmore,  Minn.,  for  two  years.  Next  he  was  engaged  in  a 
general  store  at  Pilot  Grove,  Minn.,  for  two  years.  In  1912,  he  became  a 
traveling  salesman,  selling  silos  for  Ernest  Nelson,  of  Barron.  In  1912  he 
bought  60  acres  in  Section  8,  Clinton  Township.  This  land  was  partly  im¬ 
proved,  and  a  small  frame  house  had  been  erected.  He  remodelled  the  house, 
erected  a  barn,  silo,  and  engine  house,  put  in  a  well  pump,  and  cleared  up  the 
rest  of  the  land.  Here  he  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairy¬ 
ing,  making  a  specialty  of  graded  Holstein  cattle  and  Belgian  horses.  In  1917, 
he  was  elected  clerk  of  the  township,  and  by  re-election  he  still  continues  to 
serve.  He  is  a  careful  and  painstaking  keeper  of  the  records,  he  manages 
the  town's  affairs  with  discretion  and  good  judgment,  and  his  work  has  given 
general  satisfaction  to  the  voters.  For  five  years  he  has  also  done  good  serv¬ 
ice  as  clerk  of  the  school  board  of  his  district.  He  is  a  director  of  the  Farm¬ 
ers’  Produce  Co.  and  the  Farmers’  Shipping  Association,  of  Almena,  and  a 
stockholder  in  the  Barron  Creamery  Co.  He  is  much  interested  in  athletics  and 
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is  a  member  of  the  Almena  basket  ball  team.  Mr.  Ackerson  was  married  March 
4,  1913,  at  Cumberland,  this  county,  to  Ellen  Terhurne,  daughter  of  John  and 
Zenith  Terhurne,  early  settlers  of  Faribault  County,  Minn.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ackerson  have  three  children:  Edwin,  Dorris  and  Loraine. 

Carl  Anderson,  a  well-to-do  farmer  of  Section  3,  Clinton  Township,  was 
born  in  Sweden,  Sept.  27,  1864,  the  son  of  William  and  Eva  Anderson,  farmers 
of  that  country,  both  of  whom  are  now  dead.  In  the  family  there  were  four 
other  children.  John  and  Victor  are  dead.  Nina  and  Sophia  live  in  Sweden, 
both  being  married.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  Sweden, 
attended  school  there  and  remained  at  home  until  1882.  In  that  year  he 
came  to  America,  and  settled  at  Cumberland,  in  this  county.  With  this  as 
his  headquarters,  he  worked  on  farms,  in  the  lumber  woods  and  on  the 
spring  drives.  In  1897  he  bought  40  acres  in  Section  3,  Clinton  Township,  to 
which  he  later  added  80  more  in  the  same  section.  Later  still  more  was 
purchased,  so  that  he  and  his  sons  now  own  240  acres.  When  he  purchased 
the  land,  a  small  house  had  been  erected,  and  a  little  clearing  made.  But 
most  of  it  was  covered  with  timber.  This  timber  he  cut  off,  selling  the  best, 
and  sawing  some  of  it  into  lumber  for  use  on  the  place.  He  now  has  one  of 
the  best  farms  in  the  neighborhood.  He  has  remodelled  the  house  into  a 
pleasant  seven-room  dwelling,  he  has  put  up  a  barn,  36  by  60  feet,  and 
erected  other  buildings  and  sheds.  Here  he  successfully  carries  on  general 
farming  and  dairying,  and  has  a  good  herd,  headed  by  a  full  blooded  sire.  Mr. 
Anderson  has  seen  this  region  develop  from  a  wilderness.  When  he  came  here 
the  only  trail  was  the  “tote”  road  of  the  lumber  companies.  The  settlers  were 
scattered  in  little  houses  here  and  there  among  the  stumps  and  trees.  In  the 
development  which  has  taken  place  since  then,  Mr.  Anderson  has  had  his  full 
share  and  part.  He  is  a  good  citizen  in  every  respect  and  is  held  in  high 
regard.  Mr.  Anderson  was  married,  April  7,  1896,  in  Clinton  Township,  to 
Maude  Campbell,  who  was  born  in  Pierce  County,  Wis.,  on  May  1873,  the 
daughter  of  George  and  Ida  Campbell,  natives  respectively  of  Pennsylvania 
and  Wisconsin,' who  settled  in  Barron  County  in  the  middle  seventies,  and  now 
have  a  fruit  ranch  in  Roswall,  New  Mexico.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson  have 
seven  children:  Ray,  Hazel,  the  wife  of  Fred  Hemner,  of  Rice  Lake;  Fay, 
George,  Merle,  Lawrence  and  Norman.  Ray  trained  for  the  Artillery  service 
at  Fort  Casey,  Wash.  Fay  was  in  the  transport  service,  making  no  less  than 
seven  trips  to  France  and  return.  Mrs.  Anderson  died  March  12,  1909.  She 
was  a  worthy  woman,  a  good  wife,  mother  and  neighbor,  and  was  much 
respected. 

Mads  Ausland,  now  deceased,  was  for  many  years  an  honored  and  re¬ 
spected  resident  of  Section  1,  west,  Dovre  Township.  He  was  a  man  of 
staunch  character  who  believed  in  doing  the  right  as  he  saw  it,  his  first 
thought  was  of  his  family,  and  he  was  willing  to  toil  and  to  sacrifice  that  they 
might  have  all  the  comforts  of  life.  He  was  a  faithful  husband,  a  loving 
father,  and  a  loyal  friend  and  good  citizen,  and  his  death  was  sincerely 
mourned.  He  was  born  in  Gjerestad,  near  Risor,  Norway,  July  24,  1835,  of  a 
good  family,  and  was  there  reared  and  educated.  As  a  young  man  he  was  a 
farmer  and  also  did  considerable  contracting.  He  was  married  May  5,  1875, 
to  Helga  Mostad,  who  was  born  in  Gjerestad,  near  Risor,  Norway,  June  24, 
1851.  There  they  had  five  children:  Knute,  Louis,  Mary,  John  and  Martha. 
In  1888,  seeking  better  opportunities  for  these  children,  Mr.  Ausland  brought 
his  family  to  America,  and  settled  on  80  acres  in  Section  1,  west,  Dovre  Town¬ 
ship,  moving  into  an  old  log  cabin  which  stood  on  the  place.  For  a  while 
they  had  little  with  which  to  farm,  and  but  little  with  which  to  get  along. 
Times  were  hard,  and  work  was  almost  impossible  to  obtain.  The  first  spring, 
they  managed  to  get  a  cow,  and  two  years  later  a  yoke  of  oxen.  The  family 
all  worked  together  and  in  time  their  efforts  resulted  in  success.  Two  more 
children,  Hilda  and  Minnie,  were  born  on  the  home  place.  After  a  useful  and 
well  spent  life,  Mr.  Ausland  died  Feb.  14,  1903.  All  the  children  are  doing 
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well  in  life.  Knute,  who  has  charge  of  the  home  farm,  was  born  in  Norway, 
Aug.  12,  1878,  came  here  with  his  parents,  and  has  always  remained  at  home. 
A  good  farmer  and  a  good  citizen,  he  is  held  in  high  regard.  He  successfully 
carries  on  general  farming,  making  a  specialty  of  Holstein  cattle.  He  is  a 
believer  in  progressive  methods  and  has  done  all  he  can  to  assist  in  the 
general  development  of  the  neighborhood.  He  is  one  of  the  shareholders  in 
the  Co-operative  Creamery  Co.  at  Chetek.  Louis  was  born  Feb.  1,  1877,  and  has 
followed  farming  and  ranching,  having  spent  thirteen  years  in  the  latter 
occupation  in  Montana.  He  is  now  on  the  home  farm.  Mary,  born  June  16, 
1880,  is  the  wife  of  Charles  E.  Allen,  of  Jordan,  Mont.  John,  born  Feb.  16, 
1884,  is  a  successful  farmer  in  Dovre  Township.  Martha,  born  April  22,  1886, 
died  Oct.  16,  1901.  Hilda,  born  May  8,  1888,  is  the  wife  of  Ben  Dodge,  of 
Dovre,  and  has  five  children,  Ilia,  Erma,  Signa  Iola,  Kenneth  W.  and  Benjamin 
R.  Minnie,  born  Jan.  6,  1894,  is  the  wife  of  F.  W.  Domogalski,  of  Utica,  S.  D. 
Mrs.  Ausland  is  still  on  the  home  farm.  She  is  a  woman  of  many  kindly 
qualities,  greatly  beloved  by  her  family  and  friends.  She  underwent  the 
privations  of  life  in  the  wilderness  and  has  found  peace  and  comfort  in  the 
happiness  of  her  children.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian 
Lutheran  Church. 

George  Boedeker  is  owner  of  a  good  farm  of  40  acres  in  Section  30, 
Clinton  Township,  which  he  has  developed  in  excellent  shape.  In  addition 
to  being  an  experienced  farmer,  he  is  also  a  carpenter,  a  trade  which  has 
stood  him  in  good  stead  in  making  the  improvements  on  his  place.  He  was 
born  in  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  Feb.  26,  1877,  son  of  Charles  and  Matilda  (Simon) 
Boedeker,  natives  of  Germany,  who  came  to  America,  and  for  many  years 
farmed  near  Milwaukee.  George  received  his  education  in  the  common  schools 
and  was  reared  to  farm  pursuits  by  his  father.  In  1900  he  went  to  Blue  Earth, 
Minn.,  and  became  a  store  clerk.  This  vocation  he  followed  subsequently  at 
Elmore  and  Almena.  He  came  to  Almena  in  1903,  and  for  two  years  clerked  in 
the  store  of  Sparlin  &  Kuchenmeister.  He  bought  his  present  farm  in  1909. 
At  this  time  the  tract  was  covered  with  mixed  wild  timber.  He  erected  a 
small  shanty  and  stable,  and  started  clearing  the  land.  The  development  of 
the  place  has  kept  pace  with  the  progress  of  the  years.  Being  a  carpenter  by 
trade,  he  gradually  replaced  the  original  buildings  with  a  good  set  of  modern 
structures  which  he  erected  himself.  He  also  worked  for  his  neighbors, 
helping  them  with  their  buildings.  His  house  is  a  substantial  structure,  and 
all  the  outbuildings  are  adequate,  including  a  barn,  erected  in  1920,  with  an 
attached  silo.  The  barn  is  well  equipped  having  James  stanchions,  water  cups 
for  cattle,  and  other  conveniences.  Mr.  Boedeker  carries  on  general  farming 
and  dairying,  having  a  good  graded  herd  headed  by  a  full  blooded  Guernsey 
sire.  He  is  well  regarded  in  the  community  as  a  good  citizen,  and  has  served 
his  township  as  supervisor  and  as  assessor.  For  the  past  ten  years,  Mr. 
Boedeker  has  devoted  much  of  his  time  to  auctioneering.  He  is  an  expert  in 
this  line,  knows  how  to  keep  the  audience  in  good  humor  and  sell  the  goods, 
and  his  services  are  greatly  in  demand.  Mr.  Boedeker  was  married  June  22, 
1900,  to  Ida  Miller,  daughter  of  August  and  Amelia  (Newbauer)  Miller,  who 
farmed  for  some  years  in  this  county,  and  now  live  in  Almena.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Boedeker  have  four  children:  Theodore  B.,  Gerhart  G.,  Ella  M.  and  Viola  I. 
Theodore  B.  was  born  June  1,  1901,  and  is  operating  a  cheese  factory  at  Clear 
Lake,  St.  Croix  County,  this  state.  Gerhart  G.  was  born  May  12,  1903;  Ella 
M.,  March  24,  1907,  and  Viola  I.,  Aug.  24,  1918. 

Thomas  Beecroft  was  born  in  England,  of  good  stock,  and  there  married 
Anna  Fenwick.  After  their  marriage,  they  came  to  the  United  States  and 
settled  at  Comstock,  in  Cumberland  Township,  this  county.  After  a  while 
they  bought  80  acres  in  Section  18,  Clinton  Township,  to  which  they  later 
added  40  acres  more.  This  was  all  wild  land.  For  a  time  they  lived  in  a  log 
house  and  started  clearing  the  land.  As  prosperity  increased,  they  put  up  a 
good  set  of  buildings,  and  developed  a  good  farm,  where  they  carried  on 
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general  farming  and  dairying  for  many  years.  He  died  Jan.  5,  1907,  and  she 
March  23,  1916.  Both  were  worthy  people,  highly  esteemed  throughout  the 
community.  Of  their  eleven  children,  there  are  now  living  ten:  James, 
Herbert,  Frank,  Thomas,  Harry,  Anna,  wife  of  Alfred  Westrom,  of  Almena 
Township;  Sarah,  wife  of  Andrew  Jergerson,  of  Clinton  Township;  Jane, 
wife  of  Matthew  Matthys,  of  Clinton  Township;  Alice,  widow  of  George 
Becker,  of  Almena  Township,  and  Mary,  who  lives  with  her  sister,  Mrs.  George 
Becker,  in  Alena. 

James  Beecroft,  a  useful  farmer  of  Section  18,  Clinton  Township,  was 
born  on  the  section  where  he  still  resides,  Aug.  25,  1892,  the  son  of  Thomas 
and  Anna  Beecroft,  natives  of  England.  He  was  reared  here,  attended  the 
district  school,  and  learned  farming  from  his  father.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  he  rented  the  home  farm,  and  a  year  later  purchased  40  acres  of  it.  In 
1915,  he  sold  out,  and  bought  80  acres  in  Section  8,  this  township.  He 
renovated  the  house,  remodelled  some  of  the  buildings,  and  made  other  im¬ 
provements.  In  the  spring  of  1921,  he  bought  80  acres  in  Section  18,  in  the 
same  township,  and  moved  onto  it.  He  successfully  carries  on  general  farm¬ 
ing  and  dairying,  and  has  a  good  herd  of  graded  Guernseys.  He  is  doing 
most  excellent  work  as  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Farmers’  Produce  Co., 
of  Almena,  and  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Almena  Telephone  Co.  and  in  the 
Almena  Shipping  Association.  In  many  other  ways  also  he  is  taking  his  part 
as  a  good  citizen  in  the  affairs  of  the  community.  Mr.  Beecroft  was  married 
at  Almena,  on  Nov.  20,  1913,  to  Louise  Miller,  who  was  born  in  Iowa  on  Nov. 
21,  1893,  the  daughter  of  William  and  Emma  Miller,  for  some  years  farmers 
of  Almena  Township,  the  former  of  whom  is  dead,  and  the  latter  of  whom 
still  lives  on  the  farm  in  Almena.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beecroft  have  two  children. 
Myra  was  born  Nov.  6,  1914,  and  Ronald  was  born  June  4,  1916. 

Joseph  Braml,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Section  30,  Clinton  Township,  was 
born  in  Germany,  Jan.  1,  1863,  the  son  of  Charles  and  Rosa  Braml,  natives  of 
Germany.  Charles  Braml  was  a  weaver  in  his  native  land.  He  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1890,  and  for  some  years  worked  in  Minnesota  as  a  stone 
mason.  In  1894  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  bought  40  acres  in  Section  30, 
Clinton  Township.  This  land  was  all  brush  and  stumps.  He  built  a  log 
cabin,  moved  his  family  into  it,  and  started  clearing  up  the  land.  In  1916  he 
lost  his  wife,  and  then  returned  to  Germany,  where  he  now  lives.  There  were 
two  children  in  the  family,  Joseph,  and  a  daughter  now  deceased.  Joseph 
attended  school  in  Germany,  and  came  to  the  United  States  in  1891,  coming  to 
St.  Paul,  Minn.  In  1895  he  purchased  120  acres  of  land  in  Section  30,  Clinton 
Township.  He  fixed  over  the  log  cabin  which  was  standing  on  the  place,  and 
continued  to  improve  the  land.  He  now  has  a  well  developed  farm.  The 
residence  is  a  sightly  modern  structure  of  red  brick,  eight  rooms,  with  hot 
water  heat,  running  hot  and  cold  water,  bath,  and  other  conveniences.  The 
barn  is  32  by  100  feet,  with  a  full  basement.  The  buildings  also  include  a 
granary,  machine  shed,  swine  house,  chicken  house,  and  other  buildings.  He 
successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  He  has  a  good  herd  of 
graded  Jerseys,  and  sells  cream  to  the  Barron  Creamery  Co.  He  also  has  some 
good  swine,  horses  and  poultry.  Mr.  Braml  takes  an  interest  in  everything 
that  has  for  its  object  the  progress  of  the  community,  and  has  taken  stock  in 
the  Almena  Telephone  Co.  He  is  also  interested  in  the  Farmers  Shipping 
Association  of  Almena,  and  the  Farmers  Produce  Co.  of  Almena.  As  a  good 
citizen  he  has  served  faithfully  for  twenty  years  as  a  member  of  the  school 
board  of  his  district.  Mr.  Braml  was  married  in  Germany  in  January,  1886, 
to  Cecelia  Seidl,  daughter  of  Joseph  Seidl,  who  spent  the  span  of  his  years 
in  that  country.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Braml  have  had  nine  children:  Joseph,  Jr., 
Anna,  Rosa,  Cecelia,  John,  Mary,  Katie,  Margaret  and  Tressa  (deceased). 
Joseph,  Jr.,  is  married  and  lives  in  Almena  Township.  Mary  married  Mike 
Karpowich,  and  lives  in  St.  Paul.  Anna,  Cecelia,  Rosa  and  Katie  are  at  St. 
Mary’s  Convent  in  Milwaukee,  Cecelia  being  a  music  teacher,  Rosa  and  Katie 
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graded  school  teachers,  and  Anna  a  cook.  The  family  are  members  of  the 
Catholic  Church. 

Frank  Barfknecht,  Section  11,  Clinton  Township,  prosperous  farmer  and 
valued  public  official,  was  born  in  Pomerania,  Germany,  July  10,  1861,  the 
son  of  William  and  Caroline  Barfknecht,  the  former  of  whom,  a  stockman,  died 
in  1877,  and  the  latter  of  whom  came  to  America  in  1885,  and  died  at  Cameron, 
this  county.  In  the  family  there  were  three  children,  Frank  and  Fred,  and 
Paulina,  who  died  in  Germany.  Frank  went  to  school  in  Germany,  and  as  a 
youth  was  employed  in  the  stock  business,  helping  to  care  for  100  head  of 
cattle.  In  1886  he  came  to  America  with  his  mother,  and  located  at  Cameron, 
in  this  county,  where  he  worked  as  a  section  hand.  Then  he  went  to  Lady¬ 
smith,  in  Rusk  County.  There  he  worked  on  the  section  and  operated  a  board¬ 
ing  house  for  the  section  crew  for  a  while,  and  then  became  section  foreman. 
In  this  capacity  he  continued  for  several  years,  giving  general  satisfaction  to 
his  employers.  In  1897  he  bought  160  acres  of  land  in  Section  11,  Clinton 
Township,  and  two  years  later  he  came  here  to  live.  When  he  bought  it,  it 
was  covered  with  heavy  timber.  By  hard  work  he  developed  it  to  a  good  farm. 
He  added  more  acres,  thus  making  him  a  place  of  320  acres.  Of  this,  how¬ 
ever,  he  has  presented  80  each  to  his  sons,  John  and  William,  so  that  he  now 
has  160  left.  His  first  house,  a  small  frame  structure,  is  still  standing  and  is 
used  as  a  hen  house.  The  present  residence  is  a  comfortable  structure  of 
thirteen  rooms,  with  many  conveniences,  including  hot  water  heat,  running 
hot  and  cold  water  and  electric  lights.  It  was  erected  in  1900.  The  barn  was 
put  up  in  1917.  It  is  40  by  120  feet,  with  twenty-foot  posts,  provided  with  a 
full  basement  and  cement  floor,  and  furnished  with  the  Star  equipment. 
Running  water  is  provided  for  the  cattle,  and  the  building  is  illuminated  with 
electricity.  Another  building  is  the  granary,  which  is  equipped  with  its  own 
engine  for  grinding  feed.  There  are  also  two  silos,  a  swine  house,  and  many 
other  buildings.  Here  Mr.  Barfknecht  is  successfully  carrying  on  general 
farming  and  dairying,  on  a  successful  scale.  He  is  making  a  specialty  of  pure 
bred  Duroc-Jersey  swine,  some  of  his  flock  being  registered.  He  also  has  a 
good  registered  Holstein  sire,  and  about  half  his  herd  of  cows  and  heiffers 
is  also  registered.  In  public  affairs,  Mr.  Barfknecht  is  one  of  the  real  leaders. 
For  four  years  he  did  most  efficient  service  as  chairman  of  the  township,  and 
during  that  time  showed  most  excellent  judgment  as  a  member  of  the  county 
board.  For  many  years  he  has  served  in  various  capacities  on  the  school 
board  of  his  district,  and  is  now  its  treasurer.  In  many  other  ways  he  has 
likewise  shown  his  interest  in  everything  that  is  for  the  best  good  of  the 
community.  Mr.  Barfknecht  was  married  in  Germany  in  1881,  to  Bertha 
Laudwiss,  who  died  in  1882,  leaving  one  daughter,  Augusta,  now  deceased. 
In  1883,  he  was  married  in  Germany  to  Augusta  Pinow,  who  was  born  in 
Pomerania,  Germany,  in  1860,  daughter  of  William  and  Wilhelmina  Pinow, 
who  were  born  in  that  country,  and  in  1887  came  to  America  as  the  guests  of 
Mr.  Barfknecht,  who  furnished  them  a  home  in  Ladysmith,  and  then  in  Clinton 
Township,  for  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barfknecht  have  had 
nine  children.  William  and  John  are  on  the  farms  presented  by  their  father. 
Elsie  is  the  wife  of  Gust  Miller,  of  Almena  Township.  Ida  is  the  wife  of 
Albert  Kuhrt,  of  Cumberland  Township.  Lillie,  Paul,  Emma  and  Fritz  are  at 
home.  One  is  dead.  The  family  is  well  esteemed  throughout  the  community. 

Nick  Bins,  a  substantial  farmer  of  Section  33,  Clinton  Township,  and 
Section  5,  Arland  Township,  was  born  in  the  Rhine  county,  Germany,  March 
25,  1869,  the  son  of  Bartel  and  Katie  Bins,  who  spent  the  span  of  their  years 
in  Germany,  the  father  being  a  farmer  and  stone  mason.  Of  the  seven  chil¬ 
dren  in  the  family,  one  died  in  Germany,  four  are  still  living  in  Germany, 
and  two,  Nick,  and  Maggie,  who  is  the  widow  of  John  Corlis,  and  lives  in  St. 
Paul,  came  to  this  country.  Nick  received  a  good  common  school  education 
in  Germany,  attending  school  from  the  time  he  was  six  until  he  was  fourteen. 
In  the  meantime  he  had  helped  his  father  on  the  farm,  and  at  the  age  of 
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fourteen  when  he  left  school,  he  became  a  farm  hand,  working  for  farmers 
throughout  his  neighborhood.  In  1889,  when  he  was  twenty,  came  the  time 
for  him  to  enter  the  Germany  army  for  three  years'  compulsary  service.  De¬ 
siring  to  avoid  this,  he  came  to  the  United  States,  and  settled  at  first  in 
Pennsylvania,  in  which  state  he  was  employed  in  the  mines  for  two  years. 
Next  he  was  employed  in  Chicago,  Ill.,  for  six  months.  Then  he  located  near 
Hastings,  Minn.,  where  he  farmed.  In  1898,  he  married,  and  brought  his 
bride  to  Barron  County,  where  he  secured  his  present  farm.  Here  he  has  built 
up  a  good  farm.  He  has  erected  a  comfortable  home,  a  barn,  32  by  40  feet, 
with  full  basement,  and  other  necessary  buildings.  He  has  cleared  up  the 
land  and  got  it  in  a  good  stage  of  cultivation.  Here  he  successfully  carries  on 
general  farming  and  dairying.  He  has  a  satisfactory  herd  and  sells  cream  to 
the  Barron  Creamery  Co.  Mr.  Bins  was  married  at  New  Trier,  Minn.,  Aug. 
9,  1898,  to  Kate  Rischette,  who  was  born  at  that  place,  June  21,  1874,  the 
daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth  Rischette.  This  union  has  been  blessed 
with  four  children:  Susie,  W.  Nick,  Clemens  and  Peter,  all  at  home.  The 
family  faith  is  that  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

Adolph  F.  Berg,  who  has  a  good  farm  in  Section  34,  Clinton  Township, 
was  born  in  Sweden,  on*  Jan.  13,  1858,  the  son  of  Lars  and  Christina  Larson, 
who  spent  the  span  of  their  years  in  that  country  on  a  farm.  Of  their  eight 
children,  three,  Adolph  F.,  August  and  Axel,  came  to  the  United  States.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  attended  school  in  his  native  land.  In  1883,  at  the  age 
of  fourteen,  he  came  to  the  United  States,  and  located  at  Lockport,  Ill.,  where 
he  worked  in  the  stone  quarries.  The  next  year  he  went  to  St.  Paul.,  Minn., 
and  was  similarly  employed.  In  1885  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Pullman 
Palace  Car  Co.  as  car  repairer,  working  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  and  at  Spokane, 
Wash.  Subsequently,  with  headquarters  at  St.  Paul,  he  was  similarly  em¬ 
ployed  by  the  Great  Northern  and  by  the  “Soo”  line.  In  1894,  he  came  to 
Barron  County,  and  purchased  80  acres  in  Section  34,  Clinton  Township.  He 
continued  railroad  work,  however,  until  the  fall  of  1900,  when  he  settled  on 
the  land,  which  was  then  wild.  In  the  two  decades  that  have  since  passed,  he 
has  built  up  a  fine  place.  He  has  erected  a  comfortable  home,  a  commodious 
barn,  and  other  buildings,  has  cleared  up  about  50  acres  which  is  under  the 
plow,  erected  fences,  and  equipped  the  place  with  tools,  implements  and 
machinery.  Here  he  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying  He 
has  a  good  herd  of  cows,  headed  by  a  full  blooded  Holstein  sire,  and  a  good 
drove  of  Chester-White  swine.  Mr.  Berg  takes  his  part  in  the  affairs  of  the 
community,  and  is  doing  good  work  on  the  school  board  of  his  district.  He 
was  married  at  St.  Paul,  March  10,  1889,  when  he  was  thirty-one  years  old,  to 
Anna  W.  Swanson,  who  was  born  at  Scandia,  Minn.,  on  June  27,  1862,  the 
daughter  of  John  J.  and  Inger  (Halson)  Swanson,  natives  of  Sweden,  who 
settled  in  Scandia,  Washington  County,  Minn.,  where  both  died.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Berg  have  four  boys:  Fred  W.,  Alex,  Casper  T.  and  Edward.  Fred  W. 
married  Ethel  Clark,  and  farms  in  Arland  Township.  Alex  helps  his  father 
on  the  farm.,  Casper  T.  and  Edward  are  in  Milwaukee.  Casper  T.  served  in 
the  World  War  with  the  American  Expeditionary  Force  and  the  American 
Army  of  Occupation,  and  is  the  veteran  of  the  Battle  of  St.  Mehiel,  the  Battle 
of  the  Meuse  and  other  engagements,  serving  in  all  two  years. 

Charles  T.  Blair,  an  active  farmer  of  Section  12,  Clinton  Township,  was 
born  in  Palmerson,  Canada,  Oct.  18,  1878,  the  son  of  William  and  Margaret 
Blair,  natives  of  Canada.  These  good  people  came  to  the  States  in  1886,  and 
homesteaded  80  acres  in  the  town  of  Cumberland,  this  county.  This  was  all 
wild  timbered  land.  The  father  put  up  a  log  cabin,  and  started  clearing  the 
land  with  the  assistance  of  his  family.  Part  of  the  time  he  did  logging  work 
in  the  woods  to  get  funds  to  keep  the  family  going.  As  time  passed  he  got  up 
some  good  buildings,  and  developed  a  good  farm.  He  was  well  on  the  road  to 
prosperity  when  he  died.  He  was  a  good  man  and  was  held  in  the  highest 
esteem.  The  mother  is  now  living  with  her  daughter,  Ida,  of  Ladysmith.  Of 
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the  family  of  seven  daughters  and  four  sons  there  are  now  living  eight: 
Belle,  wife  of  Thom.  Nelson,  lives  in  Burnette  County,  this  state;  Jennie  is  the 
wife  of  John  McDonald,  of  Barron  City;  Tena  is  the  wife  of  David  Shields,  of 
Clinton  Township;  Maude  is  the  wife  of  Archie  Nelson,  of  Barron  Township; 
Ida  is  the  wife  of  James  Ducklow,  of  Ladysmith,  this  state;  William  lives  in 
Gravelberg,  Province  of  Saskatchewan,  Canada.  Albert  is  on  the  home  farm. 
Charles  T.  was  a  boy  of  eight  years  when  brought  to  this  country.  He  was 
reared  in  Cumberland  Township,  attended  school,  worked  on  the  farm,  in  the 
lumber  woods  and  at  the  carpenter  trade.  In  1911  he  purchased  80  acres  of 
land  in  Section  12,  Clinton  Township.  This  place  was  partly  improved.  He 
has  remodeled  the  house,  built  a  new  barn,  34  by  56  feet,  with  full  basement, 
and  fixed  over  the  other  buildings.  He  also  has  continued  to  develop  the 
land  so  that  he  now  has  a  nice  place.  He  successfully  carries  on  general  farm¬ 
ing  and  dairying  and  has  a  good  herd  of  graded  Jerseys  and  Guernseys.  As 
the  father  of  children,  he  is  interested  in  education  and  is  serving  as' clerk  of 
his  school  board.  Mr.  Blair  was  married  at  Barron  on  Dec.  22,  1904,  to  Nellie 
J.  Hanson,  who  was  born  at  Oconomowoc,  March  28,  1885,  the  daughter  of 
John  and  Elizabeth  (Duchlow)  Hanson,  old  settlers  and  now  retired  farmers 
of  Clinton  township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blair  have  five  children:  Florence  Idell, 
CJarence  T.,  Gladys  N.,  Melvin  C.  and  Phylis  V.  Florence  is  attending  High 
School  at  Barron,  and  the  others  are  at  home. 

Nickanor  Bjurman,  for  some  years  a  substantial  resident  of  Section  10, 
Clinton  Township,  was  born  in  Sweden,  and  was  there  reared  and  educated, 
and  there  he  married.  As  a  young  man  he  was  employed  in  sawmills.  In 
1885,  he  came  to  America,  and  found  his  way  directly  to  Barron  County.  For 
a  year  he  worked  in  the  sawmills  at  Cumberland.  In  1886  he  homesteaded  80 
acres  in  Section  10,  Clinton  Township.  This  was  all  wild,  covered  with 
timber.  No  roads  had  been  built.  He  put  up  a  small  log  cabin,  and  there  his 
family  made  their  home  for  a  while.  In  time  he  developed  the  place,  put  up 
a  frame  house,  barn,  and  other  buildings,  and  successfully  carried  on 
general  farming  and  dairying.  He  was  a  good  man  and  a  good 
citizen,  he  worked  hard  early  and  late,  he  planned  well,  and  he  was  highly  re¬ 
garded.  After  a  useful  life,  he  died  Jan.  4,  1912.  His  wife,  Clara,  is  still 
living  on  the  home  place.  In  the  family  there  are  seven  children:  Albert, 
John,  William  E.,  Carl  Victor,  Ellen,  Elizabeth,  and  Inez.  Albert  is  at  Poskin. 
John  farms  in  Clinton  Township.  Ellen  is  the  wife  of  Dave  Ekenstedt,  of 
Cumberland  Township.  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  Carl  Marklund,  of  Two 
Harbors,  Minn.  Inez  is  at  home  and  helps  her  mother  with  the  home  work. 
William  E.  and  Carl  Victor  operate  the  home  place.  Both  were  born  on  this 
farm,  William  E.  on  Sept.  21,  1888,  and  Carl  Victor  on  July  26,  1890.  They 
were  reared  here,  attended  school  in  the  neighborhood,  and  learned  farming 
from  their  father.  They  continued  to  help  him  with  the  work  until  his  death, 
and  then  took  6ver  the  home  place.  Here  they  successfully  carry  on  general 
farming  and  dairying,  and  have  a  good  herd  of  full  blooded  Holstein  cattle. 
They  are  widely  known  as  breeders  of  registered  stock  for  production,  selling 
to  farmers  in  Barron  County  and  the  surrounding  country.  They  are 
energetic  young  men,  they  keep  thoroughly  up  to  date  in  farming  methods, 
they  are  popular  among  all  the  young  people  of  the  community, 
they  are  highly  regarded,  and  are  already  making  rapid  strides  along  the  road 
to  success.  Both  were  under  arms  during  the  World  war.  William  E.  was 
inducted  into  service,  and  trained  at  Camp  Grant  with  Battery  F,  340th  Field 
Artillery,  89th  Division.  He  saw  active  service  at  St.  Mehiel,  and  in  the 
Argonne,  with  the  American  Expeditionary  Force,  and  served  also  in  the 
American  Army  of  Occupation.  He  was  discharged  June  7,  1919.  Carl  Victor 
trained  with  the  10th  Company  of  27th  Infantry,  at  Columbia  Barracks,  at 
Columbus,  Ohio.  Both  young  men  are  especially  interested  in  stock  improve¬ 
ment.  They  have  one  young  cow,  two  and  a  half  years  old,  which  in  the  seven- 
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day  test,  in  June,  1921,  gave  520  pounds  of  milk,  from  which  23  pounds  of 
butter  were  made. 

William  Getting,  for  some  years  a  substantial  farmer  of  Section  18, 
Clinton  Township,  was  born  in  Germany,  and  was  there  reared  and  educated. 
He  came  to  America  in  the  seventies,  and  after  finding  his  way  to  Galena,  in 
Jo  Daviess  County,  Ill.,  came  over  the  line  into  Grant  County,  this  state. 
He  married  Mary,  the  widow  of  George  Puls,  and  after  farming  in  Grant 
County  for  a  time,  moved  the  family  to  Iowa,  where  he  farmed  near  Dubuque. 
In  1903,  he  came  to  Barron  County,  and  bought  160  acres  in  Section  18,  Clinton 
Township.  This  was  all  wild.  He  rebuilt  a  small  house  standing  on  the  place 
and  moved  his  family  in,  and  started  clearing  up  the  land.  Here  he  carried 
on  general  farming  until  his  death,  Feb.  2,  1917.  In  the  family  there  were  five 
children.  August  and  Barney  operate  the  home  farm.  William  and  Kate  died 
four  days  apart  in  January,  1912.  One  died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Getting  still 
lives  on.  the  home  farm  with  her  sons.  By  her  first  husband  she  had  two 
children.  Henry  G.  Puls  farms  near  Poskin.  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Barney 
Brink,  of  Bancroft,  Iowa. 

August  and  Barney  Getting,  energetic  farmers  of  Section  18,  Clinton 
Township,  were  born  near  Dubuque,  Iowa.  August  on  May  29,  1884,  and 
Barney,  May  30,  1886,  the  sons  of  William  and  Mary  Getting.  They  were 
brought  to  their  present  farm  by  their  parents  in  1903.  They  helped  their 
father  with  its  development,  and  in  1913  took  over  its  management.  All  the 
buildings  on  the  place  had  been  destroyed  by  fire  in  1912,  the  same  ye*r  that 
their  father  died,  so  they  practically  had  to  start  in  anew.  They  now  have  as 
good  a  place  as  is  to  be  found  in  the  neighborhood.  They  have  a  good  cement 
block  house  of  eight  rooms,  with  hot  water  heat,  running  hot  and  cold  water, 
bath,  and  other  conveniences.  Their  barn  is  34  by  76  feet,  with  full  basement, 
and  furnished  with  the  James  and  Louden  equipment.  The  stock  is  supplied 
with  running  water.  The  granary  is  in  the  barn.  There  is  also  a  good  sdt  of 
other  buildings  including  tool  sheds,  machine  sheds,  chicken  house  and  the 
like.  About  100  acres  are  cleared,  and  much  of  the  farm  is  fenced.  It  is 
excellently  equipped  with  tools,  implements  and  machinery,  including  a  Water¬ 
loo  Bay  tractor.  Here  the  two  brothers  successfully  carry  on  general  farming 
and  dairying.  They  have  a  good  herd  of  Holsteins,  headed  by  a  full  blooded  sire. 
The  hospitable  home  is  kept  by  a  housekeeper,  and  the  good  mother  makes  her 
home  here  at  the  age  of  78  years.  The  young  men  are  stockholders  in  the 
Almena  Telephone  Co.,  the  Almena  Produce  Co.,  and  the  Almena  Live  Stock 
Union.  Both  are  members  of  the  Foresters  and  the  Knights  of  Columbus, 
August  being  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Forester  camp  at  Almena. 

Clarence  M.  Dimick,  prosperous  farmer  of  Section  17,  Clinton  Township, 
and  for  over  thirty  years  a  sawmill  man  of  this  state,  was  born  in  Richfield 
Township,  Adams  County,  Wis.,  Jan.  10,  1865,  the  son  of  Richard  E.  and  Mary 
E.  (Miles)  Dimick.  Richard  E.  was  born  in  Watertown,  New  York,  and  as  a 
boy  was  brought  to  Adams  County,  in  the  forties.  As  a  young  man  he 
married.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  he  enlisted  in  an  Infantry 
regiment,  and  served  throughout  the  terrible  conflict.  He  died  at  Oshkosh, 
Wis.,  Dec.  25,  1866.  His  wife,  a  native  of  Ohio,  whose  people  were  early  set¬ 
tlers  of  Oshkosh,  Wis.,  afterward  married  Charles  Toynbee,  of  Adams  County. 
By  the  first  marriage  there  were  four  children:  Clarence  M.;  Edwin  L.,  of 
Laurel,  Neb.,  and  Raleigh  and  Richard  E.,  deceased.  By  the  second  marriage 
there  was  one  son,  George  F.,  a  mail  carrier  in  Cumberland,  this  county. 
Clarence  M.  was  not  quite  two  years  old  when  he  lost  his  father.  For  some 
years  he  lived  with  his  Grandfather  and  Grandmother  Miles,  at  Oshkosh,  but 
later  went  back  to  Adams  County.  For  some  years  he  farmed  in  Adams 
County.  As  a  young  man  he  started  in  sawmill  work  at  Oshkosh,  and  with  an 
interval  of  farming  of  six  years.  Then  he  worked  for  one  company  in 
a  sawmill  at  Rhinelander,  Oneida  County,  for  twenty-five  years.  In  1914  he 
came  to  Barron  County,  and  settled  on  240  acres,  which  he  had  purchased  in 
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1896.  This  was  wild  cut-over  land.  He  put  up  a  house,  16  by  28  feet,  in  1900, 
with  a  lean-to,  in  which  he  left  his  family  while  he  continued  to  work  in 
Rhinelander  for  another  year.  Since  then  he  has  devoted  all  his  attention  to 
the  upbuilding  of  his  farm.  He  has  sold  a  part  of  the  tract,  and  now  has  120 
acres.  This  he  has  cleared,  fenced  and  cultivated.  In  1920  he  built  a  nine- 
room  residence,  with  furnace  heat,  running  water,  bath  and  other  conveniences. 
He  also  has  a  good  barn  and  an  excellent  set  of  other  buildings.  Here  he 
successfully  carries  on  general  farming,  dairying,  and  stock  raising.  He  has 
a  good  herd  of  graded  Guernseys  with  a  pure  blooded  sire;  a  good  drove  of 
Duroc-Jersey  swine,  and  some  excellent  Belgian  horses.  As  a  progressive  and 
public  spirited  citizen,  he  has  taken  stock  in  the  Pavilion  at  Barron,  the 
Almena  Telephone  Co.,  and  the  Almena  Produce  Co.,  and  in  the  First  Joint 
Stock  Land  Bank,  of  Minneapolis.  As  the  father  of  children  he  is  interested 
in  education,  and  has  done  excellent  service  on  the  school  board  of  his 
district.  Fraternally  he  is  a  popular  member  of  the  Masonic  order,  the 
Modern  Woodmen,  and  other  orders.  He  does  his  part  as  a  good  citizen  in 
every  respect,  and  is  a  man  of  highest  probity  and  worth.  He  was  married  at 
Hurley,  Wis.,  April  6,  1891,  to  Mary  B.  Hogan,  who  was  born  at  Union,  Brown 
County,  June  10,  1871,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Alfson)  Hogan,  he  a 
native  of  Massachusets,  and  she  of  Norway.  They  were  early  settlers  of 
Brown  County,  Wis.,  and  both  are  now  dead.  Of  the  twelve  children  in  the 
Hogan  family,  there  are  now  living  six.  Ella,  Julia,  Myrtle,  George,  Chester 
and  Mary.  Ella  is  the  wife  of  J.  J.  Gibson,  of  Rhinelander;  Julia  is  the  wife 
of  George  Harrigan,  of  Milwaukee;  Myrtle  is  the  wife  of  Oscar  Schultz,  of 
Green  Bay;  George  and  Chester  are  in  Oregon.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dimick  have  five 
children :  Maude,  Dorothy,  Ricjiard,  John  and  Kathryn.  Maude  is  employed 
in  a  bank  in  Seattle,  Wash.  Dorothy  is  the  wife  of  J.  L.  Hilderbrand,  of 
Rhinelander.  Richard  and  John  help  their  father  with  the  farm  work,  and 
Kathryn  helps  her  mother  about  the  house.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Oscar  Forseth,  a  well  regarded  farmer  of  Section  6,  Clinton  Township, 
was  born  at  Fergus  Falls,  Ottertail  County,  Minn.,  April  14,  1879,  the  son  of 
Carl  and  Mary  Forseth.  Carl  Forseth  was  born  in  Norway,  of  a  long  line  of 
fisherfolk,  and  himself  was  connected  with  the  fishing  industry  there  until 
he  was  thirty  years  of  age.  Then  he  set  out  for  America,  the  voyage  aboard 
a  failing  boat  taking  sixteen  weary  weeks.  Upon  his  arrival  he  took  a  home¬ 
stead  in  Ottertail  County,  Minn.,  being  one  of  the  first  homesteaders  in  the 
vicinity  of  Fergus  Falls.  For  a  time  he  lived  the  life  of  a  real  pioneer.  His 
first  home  was  a  dugout,  with  only  the  crudest  of  conveniences.  Not  a  foot 
of  the  soil  was  tillable  without  first  breaking.  The  grain  market  was  at  St. 
Cloud,  on  the  Mississippi,  more  than  two  thirds  across  the  state,  a  tedious  trip 
to  be  made  with  ox  teams.  But  he  and  his  wife  had  courage  and  strength,  and 
in  time  their  hard  work  and  hardships  resulted  in  a  well  developed  place.  On 
this  place,  both  died.  In  the  family  there  were  two  children,  Oscar  and  Carrie. 
Carrie  is  the  widow  of  Oscar  Olson,  and  lives  in  Duluth.  Oscar  was  reared  on 
the  home  farm,  attended  school,  and  learned  farming  from  his  father.  After 
his  father  died  he  went  to  Duluth,  and  for  several  summers  was  a  sailor  on 
the  Great  Lakes.  In  the  winters  he  worked  in  the  woods  and  in  the  sawmills 
at  Cumberland,  in  this  county.  Then  for  several  years  he  was  connected  with 
the  dairy  business  at  Duluth.  In  1913  he  bought  40  acres  in  Section  6,  Clin¬ 
ton  Township,  at  that  time  all  wild.  Here  he  has  now  built  up  a  good  place. 
He  has  a  good  frame  house  of  many  comforts,  a  commodious  barn,  and  such 
other  buildings  as  silo,  horse  barn,  sheds  and  the  like.  His  land  is  well 
cultivated  and  well  fenced.  The  equipment  in  tools,  implements  and  ma¬ 
chinery  is  of  the  best.  Mr.  Forseth  successfully  carries  on  general  farming 
and  stock  raising,  and  makes  a  specialty  of  dairying.  He  has  an  excellent  herd 
of  pure  blooded  and  graded  Jerseys,  and  sells  the  cream  to  the  Barron 
Creamery  Co.  Mr.  Forseth  was  married  at  Cumberland  on  Dec.  12,  1899,  to 
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Inga  Newhouse,  the  daughter  of  Ole  and  Mary  Newhouse,  early  settlers  of 
Clinton  Township.  Mrs.  Forseth  died  on  Sept.  7,  1904,  leaving  a  daughter, 
Caroline,  born  Sept.  7,  1900,  who  now  keeps  house  for  her  father.  Later  Mr. 
Forseth  married  Tena  Newhouse,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Anna  Newhouse,  also 
early  settlers  of  Clinton  Township.  She  died  in  September,  1914.  The  two 
wives  were  cousins. 

Ansel  W.  Hammond,  was  born  near  Brockville,  Leeds  County,  Ontario, 
Canada,  June  22,  1833,  the  son  of  Elisha  R.  and  Lois  (Parrish)  Hammond, 
descended  through  New  England  colonists  from  English  ancestry.  Ansel  W. 
was  brought  to  Lawrence,  St.  Lawrence  County,  New  York,  as  a  small  boy,  and 
attended  the  rural  schools  and  the  Potsdam  Academy.  He  started  teaching 
school  as  a  youth,  and  later  clerked  in  a  store  at  Potsdam,  where  he  married 
the  daughter  of  his  employer.  In  1856  he  moved  to  Chilton,  Calumet  County, 
Wis.,  located  on  a  farm  and  taught  school,  serving  for  some  years  as  county 
superintendent  of  schools.  In  1864  he  resigned,  and  moved  his  family  to  New 
Brunswick,  N.  J.,  while  he  was  employed  in  the  quartermaster's  department 
at  Washington.  After  the  war  he  again  came  to  Chilton,  was  again  made 
county  superintendent,  and  served  as  deputy  register  of  deeds.  In  1876,  with 
a  partner  he  opened  a  drug  store  at  Durand,  Wis.,  and  later  bought  a  farm 
near  there.  Afterward  he  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace  and  devoted  much 
of  his  time  to  real  estate  and  insurance  business.  He  was  postmaster  from 
1886  to  1889.  He  helped  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  Durand  in  1883,  and 
served  as  the  first  president.  In  the  Congregational  church  he  was  a  deacon. 
Fraternally  he  was  prominent  in  the  Masonic  order  and  in  the  Modern  Wood¬ 
men.  He  died  Jan.  12,  1899.  Mr.  Hammond  was  married  Oct.  2,  1855,  to 
Mary  C.  Vickery,  the  daughter  of  Matthias  and  Jane  P.  (Day)  Vickery,  and 
this  union  was  blessed  with  three  children:  Alice,  who  married  George  Edwin 
Scott;  Lucy  who  married  Henry  Goodrich,  and  Ansel  Vickery. 

George  Edwin  Scott,  now  deceased,  was  for  many  years  a  leading  figure 
in  the  life  of  Prairie  Farm  Township,  assemblyman,  state  senator,  chairman 
of  the  township,  member  of  the  county  board,  president  of  the  village, 
founder  and  president  of  the  First  State  Bank  of  Prairie  Farm  successful 
merchant  and  prominent  fraternity  man.  He  was  born  in  Durand,  Pepin 
County,  this  state,  July  3,  1860,  the  fourth  of  six  children  of  Seth  and  Bolina 
M.  (Fisher)  Scott.  The  parents  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and  were 
married  in  that  state.  In  the  late  fifties  they  came  west  to  Pepin  County, 
where  Seth  Scott  was  a  partner  in  erecting  and  operating  a  pioneer  chair 
factory,  and  where  he  lived  for  many  years,  moving  in  later  life  to  northern 
Minnesota,  where  he  spent  his  declining  days.  He  was  a  strict  adherent  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  attended  the  graded 
and  High  School  of  Durand,  and  early  determined  to  devote  his  life  to 
mercantile  pursuits.  He  was  scarcely  in  his  'teens  when  he  began  to  run  store 
errands,  and  he  was  soon  regularly  employed  as  a  clerk.  With  the  experience 
thus  gained,  he  moved  to  Menomonie,  in  Dunn  County,  in  April,  1881,  and 
there  became  clerk  in  the  general  store  of  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  July  1,  1883,  he 
came  to  Barron  County,  and  located  in  Prairie  Farm  Village  as  manager  of 
the  store  and  mill  owned  by  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  In  1891  he  bought  the  store 
and  mill  property,  and  continued  as  sole  owner  of  the  store  the  remainder  of 
his  life.  He  built  up  what  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  beautiful  country 
stores  in  this  region.  He  carried  a  good  line  of  goods,  had  a  wide  trade,  and 
enjoyed  the  confidence  and  trust  of  all  his  customers.  After  his  death,  his 
wife  and  daughters  operated  the  store  for  a  while,  and  then  sold  to  the 
Farmers’  Store  Company  of  Bloomer.  From  the  first,  Mr.  Scott  took  the 
deepest  interest  in  development  and  progress  of  the  village.  He  helped  to 
organize  the  First  State  Bank  of  Prairie  Farm  and  was  its  first  president. 
He  also  helped  to  organize  the  Prairie  Farm  Telephone  Co.,  and  the  Prairie 
Farm  Co-operative  Creamery.  He  was  instrumental  in  having  the  village 
incorporated,  he  helped  to  create  enthusiasm  for  the  proposed  measure,  and 
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when  the  petition  was  presented  to  the  county  board  of  which  he  was  then  a 
member,  was  placed  by  that  body  on  the  committee  to  act  upon  it.  He  was 
a  regular  contributor  to  the  support  of  all  the  English  speaking  churches  in 
this  vicinity,  and  helped  with  the  building  funds  of  the  other  churches.  In 
public  life,  Mr.  Scott  took  a  most  active  part.  He  was  a  natural  leader 
among  his  fellow  men,  and  soon  became  chairman  of  the  township,  not  only 
handling  the  affairs  of  the  township  with  credit,  but  also  doing  most  excellent 
service  on  the  county  board,  as  a  member  of  which  he  was  appointed  to  many 
important  committees.  So  great  was  the  confidence  in  which  he  was  held, 
that  he  was  elected  to  the  Assembly  in  1904,  and  sat  in  the  session  of  1905, 
1907  and  1909.  The  distinction  he  thus  attained  caused  his  election  to  the 
Senate,  in  the  sessions  of  which  he  sat  in  1911  and  1913.  He  was  on  the  joint 
finance  committee  both  when  a  member  of  the  Assembly  and  when  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Senate,  and  he  also  served  on  various  other  important  committees. 
He  exhibited  special  activity  along  the  lines  of  forest  conservation,  fire  pre¬ 
vention  and  public  utilities  control.  A  notable  measure  which  he  did  much 
toward  putting  through  was  the  act  giving  state  support  to  the  Stout  Institute 
at  Menomonie.  He  also  did  many  other  things  in  the  interest  of  education  in 
the  state,  county,  township  and  village.  In  1913  he  was  chosen  chairman  of 
the  Republican  State  Central  Committee.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Congrega¬ 
tional  Church  at  Menomonie.  Fraternally  he  was  a  high  degree  Mason,  be¬ 
longing  to  the  Blue  Lodge  at  Barron,  the  Chapter  at  Rice  Lake,  and  the 
Council  and  the  Shrine  at  Milwaukee.  He  was  also  a  charter  member  of  the 
Modern  Woodmen  of  America  at  Prairie  Farm.  After  a  useful  and  active 
life,  he  died  Nov.  9,  1915,  at  his  home  in  Prairie  Farm.  Mr.  Scott’s  success  in 
life  was  due  to  his  native  ability,  his  genial  temperament,  and  ability  to  make 
friends,  and  his  unswerving  integrity.  He  loved  his  work,  he  put  his  heart 
into  everything  he  undertook,  he  had  a  sympathetic  understanding  of  human 
problems,  and  he  was  ever  ready  to  give  help  and  encouragement.  He  was  a 
loving  husband,  an  indulgent  father,  a  loyal  friend  and  an  ideal  citizen,  and 
the  world  is  truly  the  happier  for  his  having  lived  in  it.  Mr.  Scott  was 
married  Nov.  24,  1881,  at  Durand,  to  Alice  Hammond,  born  at  Potsdam,  New 
York,  the  daughter  of  Ansel  W.  and  Mary  Climena  (Vickery)  Hammond.  To 
this  union  were  born  eight  children:  Eula  Mildred,  Frank  Lucille,  Hammond 
Edwin,  a  bright  and  affectionate  boy  of  unusual  promise  who  died  at  the  age 
of  fourteen  years,  and  five  who  died  in  infancy.  Eula  is  the  wife  of  J.  A. 
Helland,  and  they  have  two  sons,  George  and  James.  Mr.  Helland  took  over 
the  mill  property  in  Prairie  Farm  Village.  Frank  Lucille  is  the  wife  of  Edward 
Dallas  of  Pasadena,  Calif.,  and  has  a  daughter,  Virginia.  Mrs.  Scott  is  a  gra¬ 
cious  kindly  lady,  of  many  accomplishments,  who  has  had  a  pleasant  influence 
on  the  life  of  the  village  for  many  years.  During  the  war  she  helped  in  Red 
Cross  and  other  Home  Defense  work,  and  is  now  a  member  of  the  War  Records 
Commission  of  Barron  County,  organized  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  the 
story  of  Barron  County  in  the  world  conflict.  She  has  been  active  in  temperance 
work  and  in  home  and  foreign  missionary  endeavor,  especially  that  connected 
with  the  Congregational  Church,  of  which  she  is  a  member.  Fraternally  she 
is  associated  with  the  Eastern  Star  and  Royal  Neighbors.  The  family  residence 
is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  in  this  vicinity,  pleasantly  located  on  the  banks  of 
the  Hay  River,  amid  delightfully  picturesque  surroundings. 

John  G.  Fomell,  an  estimable  farmer  of  section  6,  Clinton  Township,  was 
bom  in  Sweden,  Nov.  16,  1862,  the  son  of  Daniel  and  Sarah  Fomell,  farmers 
of  Sweden,  the  former  of  whom  is  dead,  and  the  latter  of  whom  has  reached 
the  good  old  age  of  94  years.  Of  the  twelve  children  in  the  family  there  are 
now  six  living:  John,  of  Escanaba,  Michigan;  Swan,  of  Le  Sueur,  Minnesota; 
John  G.;  and  Marie,  Johannah  and  Emma,  who  have  remained  in  Sweden.  John 
G.  was  reared  in  Sweden,  attended  school  there,  and  assisted  his  father  on  the 
farm.  He  came  to  America  in  1886,  and  settled  in  Le  Sueur  County,  Minnesota, 
where  he  worked  on  the  railroad  for  eighteen  years.  In  1904  he  came  to  Bar- 
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ron  County  and  took  up  farm  work.  In  1913  he  bought  40  acres  in  section  6, 
Clinton  Township.  A  nine  room  brick  house  had  already  been  built,  and  the 
land  was  partly  improved.  Much  of  it,  however,  was  covered  with  stumps, 
stone  and  brush.  This  he  has  cleared  up  and  has  developed  an  excellent  place. 
He  has  built  a  barn,  granary,  swine  house,  chicken  house  and  other  buildings, 
and  dug  a  good  well.  Here  he  carries  on  general  farming,  specializing  in  dairy¬ 
ing.  The  cream  is  sold  to  the  Barron  Creamery  Co.  Mr.  Fornell  was  married 
at  Le  Sueur,  Minnesota,  March  18,  1888,  to  Amanda  Peterson,  who  was  born 
in  Sweden  in  1866,  the  daughter  of  Peter  and  Martha  Peterson.  The  father 
died  in  Sweden,  and  in  1884  the  mother  came  to  America,  settled  at  Le  Sueur, 
Minnesota,  married  Peter  Anderson,  and  died  in  1916.  Amanda,  now  Mrs. 
Fornell,  came  to  this  country  in  1885  and  settled  at  Le  Sueur,  where  she  lived 
until  she  was  married.  She  has  one  sister,  Johannah,  of  Denmark.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Fornell  have  eleven  children,  of  whom  there  are  now  living  nine:  Esther 
L.,  Ellen  E.,  Hilding,  Ruth  W.,  Dora,  Clara,  Florence,  Melvin  and  Harold. 
Esther  L.  is  the  wife  of  George  Teller,  of  Durand,  Michigan.  Ellen  E.  is  the 
wife  of  John  Stratton,  of  Minneapolis.  Hilding  is  in  Bradock,  North  Dakota. 
Ruth  W.  is  the  wife  of  William  Jacobson,  of  Clinton  Township.  Dora  is  a  dry 
goods  clerk  at  Cumberland.  Clara  is  attending  the  Barron  County  Training 
School  at  Rice  Lake.  Florence  is  attending  the  Rice  Lake  High  School.  Melvin 
is  attending  the  high  school  in  Cumberland  and  Harold  is  doing  well  with  his 
studies  in  the  district  schools. 

Fred  J.  Hanson,  an  active  farmer  of  section  11,  Clinton  Township,  was 
born  at  Oconomowoc,  Waukesha  County,  Wisconsin,  Dec.  2,  1883,  the  son  of 
John  and  Elizabeth  (Ducklow)  Hanson,  natives  of  Ashland  County,  Wisconsin, 
of  Norwegian  and  Irish  descent.  John  Hanson  is  a  farmer  and  carpenter.  He 
came  to  Clinton  Township  in  1886,  and  secured  80  acres  in  section  2,  to  which 
he  later  added  80  more,  making  a  good  place  of  160  acres,  which  he  devel¬ 
oped,  and  where  he  carried  on  general  farming  until  his  retirement.  In  the 
family  there  were  eight  children.  Fred  J.  is  a  Clinton  farmer.  Nellie  is  the  wife 
of  Charles  Blair,  of  Clinton  Township.  Charles  farms  on  the  old  homestead. 
Lila  is  in  Rice  Lake.  Theodore  J.  lives  in  Poskin,  this  county.  Gordon,  Clar¬ 
ence  and  an  unnamed  infant  are  dead.  Fred  J.  was  brought  to  this  township 
when  he  was  three  years  old,  and  was  here  reared  and  educated.  He  thoroughly 
learned  farming  and  carpentering  from  his  father,  and  remained  at  home  until 
after  he  was  27  years  old,  helping  with  the  farm  work  and  following  his  trade 
throughout  the  surrounding  country.  In  the  fall  of  1911  he  bought  80  acres  in 
section  11,  Clinton  Township.  He  has  developed  this  into  a  good  place,  and 
here  he  successfully  carries  on  general  farming,  stock  raising  and  dairying, 
breeding  good  cows,  horses,  sheep  and  swine.  He  is  one  of  the  enterprising 
young  men  of  the  community,  modern  in  his  methods,  liberal  in  his  ideas,  and 
held  in  the  highest  liking  and  esteem  by  all  who  know  him.  Mr.  Hanson  was 
married  at  Dallas,  this  county,  Sept.  27,  1911,  to  Hilma  Thollander,  who  was 
born  in  Clinton  Township  on  Feb.  18,  1890,  the  daughter  of  Charles  J.  and 
Signe  Thollander,  natives  respectively  of  Sweden  and  Norway,  and  early  set¬ 
tlers  of  Clinton  Township,  who  now  live  at  Hudson,  this  state.  There  were  two 
other  children  in  the  family:  Teckla  and  Emma,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two 
years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hanson  have  two  bright  children.  Budd  J.  was  born  Oct. 
28,  1915,  and  Glen  C.  was  born  April  8,  1917. 

Axel  Dahlberg,  a  respected  farmer  of  section  14,  Clinton  Township,  was 
born  in  Sweden  Dec.  20,  1864,  son  of  John  and  Anna  M.  Swenson,  the  former  of 
whom  spent  the  span  of  his  life  in  that  country,  and  the  latter  of  whom  still  lives 
there.  Axel  was  educated  in  Sweden,  and  farmed  there  with  his  father  until 
1884.  In  that  year  he  came  to  America  and  located  at  Woodville,  in  St.  Croix 
County,  this  state,  where  he  found  employment  working  in  the  mills  in  the 
summer  and  in  the  woods  winters,  and  also  working  on  farms  in  between.  In 
1898  he  bought  80  acres  in  section  14,  Clinton  Township.  There  was  a  log 
cabin,  14  by  16  feet,  on  the  place,  and  he  started  clearing  the  land.  As  the 
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years  passed,  he  built  up  a  good  farm.  In  1907  he  erected  a  pleasant  frame 
residence  of  nine  rooms,  heated  with  a  furnace.  Other  buildings  have  been 
put  up  as  necessity  has  required.  About  50  acres  of  the  place  are  under  the 
plow.  Here  Mr.  Dahlberg  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying 
along  approved  lines.  Mr.  Dahlberg  was  married  at  Barron,  Dec.  31,  1898,  to 
Emma  L.  Swanson,  who  was  born  on  this  place  November,  1883,  the  daughter 
of  Andrew  and  Louisa  (Olson)  Swanson,  who  were  born  in  Sweden,  came  to 
America  and  homesteaded  80  acres  in  Clinton  Township,  and  farmed  there 
until  the  father’s  death,  the  mother  still  making  her  home  with  Mrs.  Hilda  Carl¬ 
son  of  Clinton  Township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dahlberg  have  had  twelve  children: 
Alma,  the  wife  of  Anton  Palmquist,  of  Poskin;  she  died  in  1921;  Nettie,  who  is 
employed  by  the  Bank  of  Poskin;  Carl,  at  home;  Elmer,  at  home;  Axel,  Emily, 
Arvid,  Luella,  Alvera,  Frieda  and  Darold ;  and  Axel  (first)  who  died  in  infancy. 

Charles  J.  Tengbom,  president  of  the  Poskin  State  Bank,  president  of  the 
Poskin  Shipping  Association,  successful  farmer,  and  also  interested  in  other 
business  ventures,  was  born  in  Sweden,  Sept.  26,  1876,  the  son  of  John  and 
Anna  (Johnson)  Tengbom.  John  Tengbom,  who  in  Sweden  was  a  farmer  and 
worked  on  the  railroads,  brought  the  family  to  America  in  1881,  and  settled 
near  Red  Wing,  in  Goodhue  County,  Minnesota,-  where  for  nearly  twenty  years 
he  successfully  carried  pn  general  farming.  In  1900  he  came  to  Barron  County, 
and  in  partnership  with  the  son,  Charles  J.,  bought  80  acres  in  section  28, 
Stanfold  Township.  This  was  all  wild  land.  With  the  help  of  the  family  he 
cleared  up  most  of  it,  and  put  up  a  house,  barn,  chicken  houses,  sheds  and 
other  buildings.  In  1908  he  sold  out,  and  with  his  two  sons,  Charles  J.  and 
Claus,  bought  80  acres  in  section  21,  Clinton  Township.  This  place  has  been 
cleared  and  stumped,  and  brought  to  a  high  degree  of  cultivation.  The  home 
is  a  comfortable  one,  and  there  is  a  good  set  of  buildings  including  barn,  silo, 
granary,  chicken  house  and  shed.  Mrs.  Tengbom  died  in  1887.  In  the  family 
there  are  six  children.  Mary  married  Nels  Johnson  at  Red  Wing  and  now  lives 
in  Barron  Township.  Claus  is  a  merchant  at  Poskin.  Tena  is  the  wife  of  Emil 
Peterson,  of  Hoquam,  Washington.  Amanda  is  the  wife  of  Harry  Mason,  of 
Barron  City.  Arthur  is  dead.  Charles  J.  was  brought  to  Red  Wing  as  a  child, 
and  there  attended  school  and  worked  on  the  farm.  He  came  to  Stanfold 
Township  with  the  family  in  1900  and  to  the  present  farm  in  1908.  He  is  a 
successful  farmer  and  has  other  extensive  interests.  He  helped  to  organize 
the  bank  of  which  he  is  president,  he  has  been  active  in  the  Shipping  Associa¬ 
tion,  of  which  he  is  now  the  head,  he  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Almena  Telephone 
Co.  In  partnership  with  his  brother,  Claus,  he  is  the  owner  of  a  store  at  Poskin. 
All  in  all,  he  is  an  active  and  useful  citizen,  he  is  one  of  the  best  known  men 
in  this  part  of  the  county,  and  his  influence  has  been  a  good  one.  Mr.  Tengbom 
was  married  at  Eagle  Bend,  Minnesota,  Nov.  10,  1909,  to  Ida  C.  Carlson,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Frank  O.  and  Martha  Carlson,  natives  of  Sweden,  and  early  settlers  of 
Eagle  Bend,  where  the  father  died  in  1920,  and  where  the  mother  is  still  living. 
The  other  children  in  the  family  are:  Alma,  Hulda,  August,  Selma,  Anna  (wife 
of  Anton  Hjerstad),  and  Mabel,  all  living  at  Eagle  Bend.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Teng¬ 
bom  have  three  bright  children:  Walter,  Melvin  and  Luverne,  all  at  home.  The 
family  faith  is  that  of  the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church  at  Poskin. 

Hale  Robert  Rogers,  business  man  of  Prairie  Farm  Village,  was  born  in 
a  log  cabin  in  section  32,  Dallas  Township,  Aug.  2,  1880,  the  son  of  Henry  and 
Caroline  (Shotliff)  Rogers.  These  good  people  were  born,  reared  and  married 
in  England.  In  1876  they  came  to  the  United  States,  bringing  their  two  sons, 
James  and  Dickson.  For  several  years  they  lived  at  Wilmot,  Illinois.  There 
another  son,  William,  was  born.  In  1874  they  came  to  Barron  County  and 
located  on  section  32,  Dallas  Township.  There  they  erected  a  log  cabin  and 
tog  stable  and  started  farming  with  a  yoke  of  oxen.  As  time  passed  they  became 
prosperous  and  substantial  residents,  and  gained  the  respect  and  esteem  of 
their  fellow  men.  Henry  Rogers  died  Feb.  15,  1908,  and  his  wife  survived  him 
but  a  few  weeks,  passing  away  March  23  of  the  same  year.  Hale  R.  was  reared 
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on  the  home  place  and  completed  the  usual  graded  school  studies  in  the  common 
schools.  He  left  home  in  1900  and  after  learning  the  barber’s  trade  at  Prairie 
Farm  Village,  operated  a  shop  there  over  thirteen  years.  In  1919  he  sold  out 
and  engaged  in  the  lunch  room  and  confectionery  business  in  the  same  village. 
He  does  a  good  business  and  is  popular  with  all  who  know  him.  Being  a  man 
of  fraternal  disposition,  he  has  joined  the  Masonic  order  at  Barron  and  the 
Maccabees  and  the  Woodmen  at  Prairie  Farm.  In  the  Woodmen  he  has  been 
especially  active  and  has  held  a  number  of  offices.  In  public  life  he  has  done 
efficient  service  as  a  member  of  the  council  and  as  a  member  of  the  school 
board.  Mr.  Rogers  was  married  at  Prairie  Farm  on  May  19,  1905,  to  Althea  Reed, 
who  was  born  in  Dunn  County,  Wis.,  on  May  17,  1887.  She  was  the  adopted 
daughter  of  Kate  E.  Reed,  who  died  Aug.  15,  1920.  This  union  has  been  blessed 
with  two  children:  Horace  Juston,  born  Dec.  20,  1906,  and  Glenn  Neville,  born 
Aug.  14,  1916. 

Charles  Babcock,  an  early  settler  in  Dallas  Township,  Barron  County, 
where  he  developed  a  farm,  was  born  in  New  York  State,  Feb.  21,  1840.  He 
served  nine  months  in  the  Civil  War,  enlisting  in  1861.  He  was  discharged  on 
account  of  sickness  contracted  in  the  service,  from  which  he  never  fully 
recovered,  and  which  was  finally  the  cause  of  his  death  36  years  later  at  Dallas, 
Wis.,  in  December,  1897.  In  Pennsylvania,  in  1862,  he  was  married  to  Charlotte 
Walker,  who  was  born  Oct.  12,  1839,  and  who  is  still  living  in  Barron  County. 
Emigrating  to  Nebraska,  they  rented  a  farm  there  and  remained  two  years,  but 
his  crops  being  destroyed  by  grasshoppers,  Mr.  Babcock  became  discouraged 
with  trying  to  make  a  living  in  that  state,  and  came  to  Wisconsin,  for  five 
years  renting  a  farm  in  Eau  Claire  County.  In  1873  he  moved  with  his  family 
to  Dallas  Township,  Barron  County,  homesteading  160  acres  of  wild  land 
without  buildings  in  section  8.  The  nearest  trading  point  was  Eau  Claire,  50 
miles  to  the  southeast,  the  trip  to  which  place  he  made  for  a  number  of  years 
with  an  ox  team.  His  first  residence  on  his  farm  was  a  log  house,  but  later  as 
he  prospered  he  erected  good  buildings.  He  aided  in  the  agricultural  develop¬ 
ment  of  this  county  and  was  a  useful  citizen  respected  in  the  community.  He 
achieved  a  fair  measure  of  success  and  rendered  public  service  as  a  member  of 
the  school  board  of  his  district,  in  politics  being  a  Democrat.  He  and  his  wife 
were  First  Day  Adventists.  They  had  seven  children:  Levant  A.,  now  living 
in  Moosejaw,  Canada;  Jessie  J.,  wife  of  A.  Pecore  of  Dallas,  Wis.;  Jennie  (twin 
sister  of  Jessie),  who  died  in  infancy  in  Pennsylvania;  Zilphia  G.,  now  Mrs. 
E.  E.  Tabor  of  Weyerhauser,  Wis.;  Theddie  J.,  residing  in  Endicott,  Wash.; 
Ernest  V.,  now  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  Barron  County,  and  Charles  B.,  who 
resided  for  a  time  at  Edmonton,  Canada,  and  returned  to  Dallas  in  July,  1921. 

Ernest  V.  Babcock,  for  a  number  of  years  an  active  business  man  of  wide 
experience,  and  now  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  Barron  County,  was  born  on 
a  farm  at  Eau  Claire,  Wis.,  Oct.  10,  1873,  son  of  Charles  and  Charlotte  (Walker) 
Babcock.  As  a  boy  he  attended  district  school  to  the  age  of  14,  but  in  the  mean¬ 
while,  at  the  age  of  12,  he  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  his  right  arm  as  the  result 
of  a  runaway  accident  on  the  farm.  Thus  physically  handicapped  for  the  career 
of  a  farmer,  he  sought  other  occupations,  and  after  attending  school  at  Chetek 
for  four  years,  at  the  age  of  18  he  received  a  teacher’s  certificate,  and  for  two 
years  subsequently  taught  rural  school.  In  1893  he  entered  into  the  hardware 
and  implement  business  at  Chetek,  in  association  with  his  brothers,  Levant  A. 
and  Theddie  J.,  and  was  thus  occupied  until  1898,  when  the  firm  sold  out.  He 
then  became  a  traveling  salesman  for  the  Deering  Harvester  Company  of 
Chicago,  remaining  with  that  concern  until  1900.  Then,  with  his  brothers, 
Theddie  J.  and  Charles  H.,  he  started  in  the  general  mercantile  business  at 
Bruce,  Wis.  After  four  years  as  a  merchant  there,  in  1904  he  returned  to 
Chetek  and  built  and  operated  the  telephone  exchange  at  that  place.  Two  years 
later  he  sold  the  telephone  business  and  in  the  fall  of  1906  went  to  Spokane, 
Wash.,  as  traveling  agent  for  the  International  Harvester  Company.  Returning 
to  Barron  County,  Wis.,  in  1908,  he  bought  the  telephone  exchange  of  Dallas, 
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which  he  converted  into  a  rural  line,  selling  the  stock  to  the  farmers.  During 
the  winter  of  1909-10  Mr.  Babcock  was  engaged  in  the  logging  business  at 
Hawkins,  Rusk  County,  Wis.  In  the  following  summer,  that  of  1910,  he  went 
to  Winnipeg,  Canada,  as  traveling  salesman  in  the  interests  of  the  Townsley 
Manufacturing  Company  of  Minneapolis,  but  in  the  following  year  became 
bookkeeper  in  a  hotel  at  Drinkwater,  Canada.  After  remaining  in  the  Dominion 
until  February,  1913,  he  returned  to  Barron,  where  he  has  since  remained.  He 
was  elected  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  in  the  fall  of  1916  and  has  since  held 
that  office.  In  addition  to  this  employment  he  owns  a  farm  in  Stanley  Town¬ 
ship,  which  he  conducts,  and  also  sells  farm  machinery.  On  January  25,  1898, 
Mr.  Babcock  was  united  in  marriage  with  Claudia  F.  Davy,  daughter  of  George 
R.  and  Mercie  M.  (Lindsay)  Davy  of  Eleva,  Trempeauleau  County,  Wis.,  where 
she  was  born  Dec.  25,  1875.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Babcock  are  the  parents  of  four 
children:  Holies  D.,  born  May  27,  1903;  Floyd  P.,  born  Aug.  15,  1905;  Coral 
E.,  born  March  7,  1908,  and  George,  born  April  28,  1912.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Babcock 
are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Barron.  Politically  he  is 
a  Republican.  Energetic  and  capable,  Mr.  Babcock  has  won  success  and  is 
numbered  among  the  prominent  and  respected  citizens  of  Barron  County. 

Ronald  A.  Johnston,  veterinary  surgeon  of  Barron,  was  born  in  the  city 
where  he  still  resides,  Feb.  24,  1893,  son  of  Sylvester  and  Cassie  (Clemmens) 
Johnston,  the  former  a  native  of  England  and  the  latter  of  Scotland.  The 
father,  who  for  many  years  was  the  owner  of  a  general  store  in  Barron,  has  a 
pleasant  home  on  La  Salle  Street,  and  owns  40  acres  on  the  city  limits,  80  acres 
in  Maple  Grove  and  40  acres  in  Arland.  These  farms  are  under  his  personal 
supervision,  and  on  them  he  successfully  conducts  general  farming  and  dairy¬ 
ing.  In  the  family  there  are  five  children:  Ronald  A.,  Clara,  Theodore,  Charles 
and  Marion.  Ronald  A.  passed  through  the  public  schools,  graduated  from  the 
Barron  High  School  in  1913,  and  was  employed  three  years  in  the  drug  busi¬ 
ness.  In  the  fall  of  1916  he  entered  the  McKillips  Veterinary  College,  at  Chi¬ 
cago,  and  took  the  full  course  and  graduated.  In  1918  he  offered  his  services 
to  the  Government,  and  served  as  a  veterinarian  at  Camp  Greenleaf,  Ga.  Upon 
his  discharge,  Dec.  14,  1918,  he  came  to  Barron  once  more  and  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession.  He  is  in  a  stock  country  and  has  unlimited  territory, 
and  he  is  highly  regarded  as  a  practitioner  and  as  a  citizen.  His  fraternal 
relations  are  with  the  Masonic  order.  Dr.  Johnston  was  married  Dec.  5,  1917, 
to  Lucille  Schultz,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Noah  Schultz,  of  Maple  Grove 
Township,  this  county,  who  moved  here  from  Waukesha  County  in  1916.  The 
other  children  in  the  Schultz  family  are:  Mabel,  Mrs.  F.  Edward;  Maude,  now 
Mrs.  Charles  Taylor,  Esther  and  Marie. 

Frederick  E.  Lentz,  who  is  engaged  in  the  automobile  business  in  Barron 
City,  was  born  in  Germany,  April  29,  1866,  son  of  Frederick  and  Marie  (Blake) 
Lentz,  both  of  whom  died  in  their  native  country.  Frederick  E.  received  his 
early  education  in  Germany  and  later  came  to  America.  With  Menomonie, 
Wis.,  as  his  headquarters,  he  farmed  and  worked  in  lumber  mills  and  in  the 
pineries  until  1899.  In  that  year  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  purchased  240 
acres  in  section  24,  Prairie  Farm  Township,  where  he  cleared  160  acres,  erected 
a  good  set  of  buildings  and  carried  on  general  farming  and  dairying  until  1914 
when  he  rented  his  farm  and  moved  to  Prairie  Farm  Village  where  he  engaged 
in  the  automobile  business.  Then  he  sold  out  and  moved  to  Barron,  where  he 
is  now  engaged.  Mr.  Lentz  is  a  popular  man  in  the  community,  has  a  good 
business  and  is  well  liked.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Wood¬ 
men.  Mr.  Lentz  was  married  April  24,  1877,  to  Katherine  Smith,  who  was  born 
Oct.  20,  1869,  daughter  of  Walter  and  Marie  (Kalemback)  Smith,  natives  of 
Germany,  who  came  to  America  in  the  late  sixties  and  settled  in  Dunn  County, 
Wis.,  where  they  secured  a  homestead  of  300  acres.  Mr.  Smith  died  Jan.  21, 
1908,  and  his  wife  still  lives  on  the  home  farm  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  John 
Hartung.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lentz  are  the  parents  of  six  children:  Walter  W.,  born 
May  19,  1888,  is  living  in  Lehigh,  Wis.;  Minnie  K.,  born  March  7,  1890,  is  the 
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wife  of  Albert  Vergin  of  Dallas  Township,  this  county;  Alice  E.,  born  June 
17,  1892,  is  now  Mrs.  Arthur  Lever  of  Dunn  County,  this  state;  Frederick  J., 
born  Feb.  12,  1894,  now  lives  in  Seattle,  Wash.;  James  E.,  born  June  12,  1896, 
resides  in  Ohio;  and  Edna  K.,  born  May  13,  1911,  lives  at  home.  The  family 
faith  is  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Frank  Grebner,  one  of  the  progressive  and  respected  citizens  of  Arland 
township,  where  he  is  successfully  engaged  in  the  farming  and  dairying  indus¬ 
try,  was  born  in  Iowa  County,  Wis.,  March  24,  1871,  son  of  Joseph  and  Anna 
Grebner.  The  parents  were  natives  of  Austria  who  came  to  the  United  States 
in  1864,  settling  in  Milwaukee.  There  Joseph  Grebner  worked  for  one  year  at 
his  trade  as  carpenter,  at  the  end  of  that  time  removing  to  Bluemounds,  Wis., 
where  he  and  his  wife  subsequently  died.  They  had  a  family  of  four  children, 
all  now  living,  namely:  Joseph,  who  is  a  blacksmith  in  Barnweld,  Wis.;  Anna, 
now  Mrs.  Martin  Kjorlie  of  Bluemounds;  Christina,  who  married  Joseph  Good¬ 
man  and  lives  in  South  Dakota ;  and  Frank  of  Arland  Township,  Barron  County. 
Frank  Grebner  in  his  boyhood  attended  school  at  Bluemounds,  being  subse¬ 
quently  engaged  in  farming  and  railroad  work.  In  1902  he  came  to  Barron 
County  and  bought  80  acres  of  land  in  section  1,  Arland  Township,  which  he 
began  to  improve.  During  the  first  few  years  he  did  work  for  his  neighbors,  for 
most  of  whom  he  cut  grain,  having  one  of  the  first  binders  in  the  vicinity.  He 
has  stumped  and  cleared  35  acres  of  his  land  and  erected  an  adequate  set  of 
buildings,  and  his  activities  along  the  lines  of  mixed  farming  and  dairying 
have  had  profitable  results.  In  1911  Mr.  Grebner  was  elected  supervisor  on  the 
township  board  and  served  one  year.  He  was  for  three  years  a  director  on  the 
school  board  of  district  No.  1,  and  is  now  serving  in  his  sixth  year  as  clerk.  An 
able  practical  farmer  and  good  neighbor,  he  is  widely  known  and  esteemed. 
On  Sept.  3,  1913,  Mr.  Grebner  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mrs.  Olaus  Peterson, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Emma  Brocade.  She  was  born  at  Barre  Mills,  Wis., 
July  30,  1873,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Minnie  (Schaffer)  Brocade.  Her  parents, 
who  were  born  in  Germany,  came  to  America  in  the  late  sixties,  settling  at 
Barre  Mills,  Wis.,  where  they  farmed  for  many  years.  In  1914  they  retired  and 
moved  to  West  Salem,  Wis.,  where  they  are  now  living.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brocade 
have  had  four  children,  namely:  Freda,  now  Mrs.  William  Piske  of  Osseo, 
Wis.;  Emma,  now  Mrs.  Frank  Grebner;  Dora,  who  married  Ernest  Rhoades  and 
resides  at  Barre  Mills;  and  William,  who  died  Sept.  9,  1913.  By  her  first  hus¬ 
band,  Olaus  Peterson,  Mrs.  Grebner  had  3  children:  Henrietta,  born  Sept.  15, 
1892,  now  Mrs.  Henry  Severson;  Gilbert,  born  March  31,  1902,  and  Esther,  born 
April  27,  1905,  who  is  clerk  in  Morrison’s  drug  store  at  Barron. 

Charles  Everett,  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
Turtle  Lake.  He  came  here  in  1884  and  worked  as  a  teamster  until  his  death  in 
1901.  For  many  years  he  lived  in  Vernon  County,  Wis.,  and  it  was  from  there 
that  he  enlisted  in  the  famous  Iron  Brigade,  with  which  he  saw  much  active 
service.  By  his  wife,  Ada  Gosling,  who  is  still  living  in  Turtle  Lake,  he  had 
five  children,  Katherine,  Daisy,  Harold,  Winnie  and  Mildred  B.  Katherine  is 
the  wife  of  Aug.  Nelson.  Daisy  married  William  Dotson,  of  Eagle  River,  Wis. 
Harold  is  in  Minneapolis.  Winnie  is  the  wife  of  Allan  Carsell,  of  Spooner, 
Wis.  Mildred  B.  is  the  wife  of  F.  G.  McKenzie. 

Francis  G.  McKenzie,  first  and  present  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Turtle  Lake, 
and  for  many  years  in  charge  of  the  union  railroad  station  at  Turtle  Lake, 
was  born  in  Sullivan  County,  Indiana,  Nov.  30,  1866,  son  of  Edward  and  Eliza 
J.  (McFall)  McKenzie,  of  Scotch-Irish  ancestry,  and  natives  respectively  of 
Ireland  and  Virginia.  They  settled  in  Sullivan  County,  Indiana,  about  1855, 
and  there  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  the  father  dying  in  1900  and  the 
mother  in  186G.  In  the  family  there  were  five  children.  John  is  a  farmer  near 
Burlingame,  Kansas.  Mary  is  the  wife  of  P.  T.  Lloyd,  of  Farmesburg,  Indiana. 
Katherine  J.  is  the  wife  of  J.  A.  Barcas,  of  Farmesburg,  Indiana.  Edward,  Jr., 
is  a  retired  farmer  living  at  Mt.  Vernon,  Indiana.  Francis  G.  was  reared  on 
the  home  farm  in  Indiana,  attended  country  school  and  took  higher  studies  in 
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the  high  school  at  Sullivan,  in  that  state.  With  this  preparation  he  taught 
school  for  a  while.  Then,  in  order  to  still  further  perfect  himself,  he  took 
courses  at  the  Valparaiso  University,  Valparaiso,  Indiana.  In  1890  he  entered 
the  employ  of  the  Deering  Harvester  Co.  for  one  year.  He  came  to  Wisconsin 
in  1891  and  for  one  year  taught  school  at  Cable,  in  Bayfield  County,  this  state. 
There  he  learned  telegraphy.  His  first  employment  in  this  line  was  as  night 
operator  at  Cable.  In  1893  he  came  to  Turtle  Lake  as  agent  and  operator  for 
the  Omaha  railway,  having  also  charge  of  the  “Soo”  line  express  business  here, 
the  station  being  used  by  both  companies.  In  this  employ  he  remained  for 
some  seven  years.  March  17,  1900,  he  was  made  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Turtle 
Lake.  He  has  proved  himself  a  good  financier  and  is  held  in  high  esteem  by 
the  community  both  in  village  and  country,  his  personality  and  the  confidence 
with  which  he  is  regarded  being  vital  factors  in  the  career  of  the  institution 
of  which  he  has  so  long  been  a  moving  factor.  He  has  been  active  in  public 
affairs,  has  done  good  work  on  the  village  board,  has  been  village  clerk,  and  for 
some  years  was  an  efficient  member  of  the  local  school  board.  Fraternally  he 
is  a  Blue  Lodge  Mason.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  until 
the  local  lodge  was  disbanded.  In  the  nearly  thirty  years  that  he  has  lived  here 
he  has  taken  his  part  in  all  things  as  a  good  citizen  and  he  is  held  in  the 
highest  regard.  He  and  his  family  adhere  to  the  faith  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 
Mr.  McKenzie  was  married  at  Turtle  Lake  Jan.  19,  1898,  to  Mildred  B.  Everett, 
daughter  of  Charles  and  Ada  (Gosling)  Everett,  the  pioneers.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
McKenzie  have  four  children,  Basil,  Mary  M.,  Edward  and  Harold.  Basil  was 
born  Dec.  6,  1898,  and  attended  the  local  schools.  He  entered  the  Barron  high 
school  in  his  junior  year  and  was  graduated  in  1916.  On  Aug.  4,  1917,  he 
enlisted  in  Co.  F,  Sixth  Regiment,  Wisconsin  National  Guard,  and  was  inducted 
into  the  federal  service  with  this  unit.  He  was  transferred  to  Co.  D,  107th 
U.  S.  Engineers,  and  was  sent  to  France  in  January,  1918,  with  the  32nd 
Division,  seeing  active  service  at  Chateau  Thierry,  the  Argonne  Drive  and 
elsewhere.  After  the  Armistice  he  was  with  the  Army  of  Occupation  until 
May,  1919.  He  has  attended  the  University  of  Wisconsin  for  three  years  and 
is  now  attending  Columbia  University,  in  New  York  City.  Mary  M.  is  assistant 
cashier  and  accountant  of  the  Bank  of  Turtle  Lake.  She  was  born  Sept.  14, 
1900,  and  was  educated  in  the  local  schools  and  graduated  from  the  Turtle 
Lake  high  school  in  1917.  Edward  was  born  Jan.  23,  1906,  and  is  now  in  the 
Turtle  Lake  high  school.  Harold  was  born  Jan.  19,  1911,  and  is  attending  the 
local  schools. 

Grant  Francis  Tanner,  M.  D.,  practicing  physician  and  surgeon  of  Turtle 
Lake,  has  an  excellent  practice  in  the  village  and  in  the  neighboring  districts 
in  Barron  and  Polk  counties.  He  has  been  active  in  public  affairs,  has  held 
county  and  village  office,  and  is  in  every  way  taking  his  part  as  a  public 
spirited  citizen.  He  was  born  in  Clymer,  N.  Y.,  June  13,  1866,  the  son  of 
Chester  W.  and  Mary  L.  (Holland)  Tanner,  and  descended  from  a  long  line  of 
recorded  English  and  American  ancestry.  He  was  brought  in  1870,  by  his 
parents,  to  Clayton  Township,  Polk  County,  Wis.,  and  was  there  reared  amid 
pioneer  conditions.  He  attended  the  district  schools  and  early  learned  to 
assist  with  the  farm  work  at  home.  In  1886  he  entered  the  Illinois  Normal 
and  Business  College,  at  Dixon,  Ill.,  and  was  graduated  in  1888.  With  this 
preparation  he  taught  rural  schools  for  a  while  in  Polk  County.  While  thus 
engaged  he  read  widely  and  studied  deeply.  In  1892  he  entered  the  old  College 
of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  at  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  and  was  graduated  with 
his  degree  of  M.  D.  April  10,  1895.  Eight  days  later  he  came  to  Turtle  Lake 
and  engaged  in  practice.  Later,  after  the  years  had  brought  him  experience 
and  insight,  he  entered  the  Milwaukee  Medical  College  in  1902,  and  took  a 
postgraduate  course  there,  rounding  this  out  with  a  period  as  an  interne  in 
Trinity  Hospital  in  that  place.  Then  he  resumed  his  practice  at  Turtle  Lake, 
in  which  he  has  since  continued.  For  several  terms  Dr.  Tanner  was  coroner 
of  Barron  County,  and  he  has  been  trustee  of  the  village.  Fraternally  his 
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associations  are  with  the  Masonic  order,  the  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Modern 
Woodmen.  Dr.  Tanner  was  married  at  Turtle  Lake  Aug.  26,  1896,  to  Anna 
Shrankle,  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Wilhelmina  (Sternke)  Shrankle,  who  were 
born  in  Germany,  brought  to  this  country  as  children  and  reared  in  Wausaw, 
this  state,  and  both  of  whom  are  now  dead.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Tanner  have  two 
children,  Wyverne  Grant  and  Frances  Beatrice.  Wyverne  Grant  passed  through 
the  graded  schools  of  Turtle  Lake  and  graduated  from  the  Turtle  Lake  High 
School  in  1917.  He  enrolled  in  the  Student  Officers’  Training  Corps  in  1918, 
and  in  this  corps  attended  Hamline  University  at  Hamline,  St.  Paul,  Minn., 
until  Jan.  1,  1919.  While  there  he  played  in  the  Hamline  Military  Band,  S. 
A.  T.  C.,  and  was  leader  of  one  of  the  college  orchestras.  He  is  now  studying 
pharmacy  at  the  University  of  Wisconsin,  and  still  keeping  up  with  his  musical 
practice.  Frances  Beatrice  graduated  from  the  Turtle  Lake  High  School  in 
the  class  of  1919.  She  taught  rural  school  for  a  year  and  is  now  taking  the 
full  teachers’  course  at  the  Wisconsin  State  Normal  School  at  Superior. 

Chester  W.  Tanner,  pioneer  of  Clayton  Township,  Polk  County,  Wis.,  was 
born  in  New  York  State,  son  of  Francis  Brown  Tanner,  son  of  William  Tanner, 
son  of  Francis  Tanner,  son  of  William  Tanner,  the  recorded  history  of  the 
family  dating  back  to  England  in  1600.  Chester  W.  farmed  for  many  years 
in  his  native  state,  and  in  1870  came  to  Clayton  Township,  where  he  built  the 
first  house  in  the  township.  The  eighty  acres  which  he  homesteaded  is  still 
in  the  family.  By  his  wife,  Mary  L.  Holland,  who  also  came  of  an  old  Colonial 
line,  he  had  six  children.  Adelbert  H.  is  farming  on  the  home  place  in  Clayton 
Township.  Judson  C.  is  operating  a  neighboring  farm  there.  Rosella  married 
Timothy  Rogers.  Grant  Francis  is  a  physician  of  Turtle  Lake.  Two  died  in 
infancy. 

Knudt  Hanson,  a  highly  regarded  and  estimable  citizen  of  Prairie  Farm 
Village,  was  born  in  Norway  Sept.  12,  1847,  the  son  of  Hans  Knudtson  and  his 
good  wife,  Gertie  Gilbertson,  who  spent  the  span  of  their  years  in  Norway. 
He  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  and  received  his  education  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood,  the  schoolmaster  going  from  house  to  house  and  gathering  the  children 
of  the  parish  about  him.  In  1868,  after  Mr.  Hanson  had  attained  his  majority, 
he  came  to  America,  and  after  reaching  La  Crosse  went  to  work  on  a  farm 
in  Vernon  County.  A  year  and  a  half  later  he  came  to  Eau  Claire  and  was 
employed  there  for  a  similar  period.  In  1871  he  came  to  Barron  County  and 
took  80  acres  of  railroad  land  in  section  35,  N.  V2  of  S.  E.  V4,  Vance  Creek 
Township.  This  was  all  wild  land,  no  clearing  had  been  made  and  no  building 
erected.  The  nearest  road  was  some  distance  away.  The  Indians  were  still 
roaming  the  forests.  But  Mr.  Hanson  being  a  man  of  genial  temperament  soon 
made  friends  with  them,  and  these  savages  of  whom  so  many  of  the  settlers 
were  afraid,  were  soon  busily  engaged  in  helping  him  to  roll  up  the  logs  for 
his  cabin.  After  he  got  his  cabin  up  he  went  into  the  lumber  camps  for  the 
winter.  In  the  meantime  his  family,  consisting  of  his  wife  and  baby,  lived 
at  Holland.  He  moved  them  into  the  cabin  and  started  to  clear  up  the  place. 
For  eight  years  thereafter,  in  order  to  get  a  little  money  to  keep  his  family 
going  while  he  could  get  his  land  cleared,  he  spent  his  winters  in  the  woods 
and  his  springs  on  the  drives,  leaving  his  wife  to  look  after  things  at  home. 
When  he  started  farming  he  bought  a  cow  from  Isaac  Sprague.  Later  he  was 
able  to  get  a  yoke  of  steers  which  he  broke  into  use.  It  was  not  until  some 
years  afterward  that  he  was  able  to  get  a  pair  of  horses.  The  nearest  trading 
point  was  at  Prairie  Farm.  Mr.  Hanson  often  walked  there,  a  distance  of  five 
miles,  wading  the  river  and  making  his  way  through  the  woods  and  brush, 
bringing  home  flour  on  his  back.  He  and  his  wife  worked  hard  together, 
helped  by  the  children,  and  in  time  they  had  a  good  farm.  There  he  success¬ 
fully  carried  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  His  wife  died  in  1903.  He  then 
gave  up  farming,  and  for  several  years  traveled  about.  In  1918  he  settled 
down  in  Prairie  Farm  Village,  where  he  is  devoting  his  time  to  tobacco  raising. 
As  a  good  citizen  he  has  served  with  credit  in  a  number  of  public  positions. 
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For  several  terms  he  was  town  assessor  and  for  several  years  one  of  the  town 
supervisors.  He  was  clerk  of  his  school  district  for  fourteen  years.  He  is  a 
faithful  member  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church  and  helped  to  establish 
the  congregations  in  Vance  Creek  Township  and  in  Prairie  Farm  Township. 
Mr.  Hanson  was  married  at  Chaseburg,  Vernon  County,  on  Aug.  15,  1869,  to 
Carrie  Olson,  who  was  born  in  Norway  Feb.  28,  1842,  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1865,  and  died  in  1903  at  the  age  of  62  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hanson 
had  four  children.  Hannah  is  the  wife  of  George  Salisbury,  of  Whitehall, 
Mont.  Isabelle  is  the  wife  of  Carmon  Gear,  of  Harlan,  Shelby  County,  Iowa. 
Gust,  who  married  Mabel  Okay,  is  dead.  Carl  is  a  farmer  and  blacksmith  near 
Skobe,  in  Sheridan  County,  Mont. 

Edward  Prosser  was  born  in  Germany  and  was  there  reared  and  educated. 
He  came  to  America  in  1870  and  located  in  Minnesota.  For  ten  years  he  did 
railroad  work  in  various  places,  and  in  1880  settled  on  a  farm  in  Jackson 
County,  Minn.  In  1900  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  secured  a  farm  of  400 
acres  in  Almena  Township,  the  buildings  being  located  in  section  32.  In  1915 
he  bought  220  acres  within  the  village  limits.  He  died  in  1916,  his  wife  having 
died  the  previous  year.  They  were  the  parents  of  eleven  children :  Edward, 
Frank,  Leo,  John,  Henry,  George;  Anna,  wife  of  James  Gaffney,  of  Turtle 
Lake;  Rose,  wife  of  Mike  Leiz,  a  farmer  at  Turtle  Lake;  Mary,  wife  of  Adam 
Schaffer,  of  Turtle  Lake;  Margaret,  and  Lizzie,  who  is  dead. 

John  Prosser,  owner  and  manager  of  the  Turtle  Lake  Telephone  Co.,  was 
born  in  Jackson  County,  Minn.,  June  15,  1894,  son  of  Edward  and  Anna  (Nin- 
nerfro)  Prosser.  He  was  brought  to  Almena  Township  by  his  parents  in  1900 
and  later  to  a  farm  in  the  village  limits  of  Turtle  Lake.  He  was  reared  and 
educated  here  and  devoted  his  life  to  the  home  farm  until  April  1,  1919,  when 
he  purchased  the  local  telephone  company.  To  the  continued  development  of 
this  company  and  a  steady  improvement  in  the  service  he  has  since  devoted  his 
time  and  attention.  For  two  years  he  has  been  one  of  the  village  trustees. 
Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows.  Mr.  Prosser  is  an  admirable 
citizen  in  every  respect.  He  is  greatly  interested  in  the  development  of  Turtle 
Lake,  and  in  building  up  his  telephone  company  and  giving  good  service  he 
is  doing  his  full  share  in  the  progress  of  the  village.  He  is  a  genial,  affable 
and  efficient  gentleman,  highly  regarded  for  his  personal  and  business  quali¬ 
fications.  He  was  married  June  6,  1916,  to  Ruth  Quam,  daughter  of  Peter 
and  Oliva  Quam,  who  are  now  farming  in  Arland  Township,  Mr.  Quam  being 
one  of  the  old  settlers  of  the  county  who  worked  for  some  years  for  Knapp, 
Stout  &  Co.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Prosser  have  two  children,  Gertrude  and  Hugh. 

William  Olson,  a  successful  farmer  and  dairyman  in  section  24,  Turtle 
Lake  Township,  of  which  township  he  is  one  of  the  well  known  and  respected 
citizens,  has  achieved  his  present  prosperity  through  hard  work  in  spite  of 
early  discouragements.  He  was  born  on  a  farm  in  Dodge  County,  Wis.,  in 
November,  1853,  son  of  Ole  and  Anna  (Johnson)  Olson,  natives  of  Norway. 
They  came  to  America  in  1848,  first  locating  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  and  then  in 
Illinois,  in  which  state  they  remained  for  a  year.  In  1850  they  came  to  Wis¬ 
consin,  and  after  a  time  in  Dunn  County  located  in  Dodge  County,  where  they 
lived  for  many  years,  and  where  Ole  Olson,  the  father,  died  in  1872.  Of  the 
children,  John  was  born  in  Norway,  Andrew  in  Dunn  County,  and  William  and 
three  others  in  Dodge  County.  William  was  nineteen  years  of  age  when  his 
father  died.  He  and  his  mother  came  to  Barron  County,  where  she  homesteaded 
80  acres  in  section  30,  Arland  Township,  her  brother,  John  Johnson,  having 
homesteaded  a  similar  tract  on  section  24,  Turtle  Lake  Township.  William 
then  bought  Mr.  Johnson’s  right  to  80  acres  of  his  land  for  $200  and  began  to 
clear  it  and  make  improvements,  as  it  was  wild  and  had  no  buildings.  In  the 
meantime,  in  1882,  the  mother  married  Hans  Hier.  After  Mr.  Hier’s  death 
she  lived  with  William  until  her  death,  Nov.  29,  1907.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  found  that  the  clearing  of  his  farm  was  pioneer  work  and  for  some  years 
unproductive,  so  to  make  expenses  he  had  to  work  in  the  woods  and  on  the 
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farms  of  his  neighbors.  Finally  he  managed  to  get  a  fair  set  of  buildings 
erected  and  was  feeling  gratified  with  his  progress  when  the  cyclone  which 
did  so  much  damage  to  New  Richmond  destroyed  them,  and  he  had  to  begin 
building  operations  over  again.  He  has  since  completed  that  work  in  a  satis¬ 
factory  manner,  and  now  has  a  good  frame  house,  a  good  barn  36  by  72  by  14 
feet  in  size,  with  a  lean-to  16  by  72  feet,  for  cattle;  a  machine  shed  24  by  68 
by  12  feet,  and  a  granary,  corn  crib  and  stave  silo.  Forty-five  acres  of  his 
land  are  under  the  plow  and  his  farm  is  well  stocked  with  grade  cattle,  in¬ 
cluding  14  milch  cows.  He  also  has  a  herd  of  hogs.  Mr.  Olson  was  united  in 
marriage  Nov.  28,  1887,  with  Sina  Hanson,  of  Arland  Township,  who  was  born 
in  Christiania,  Norway,  March  28,  1871,  and  who  came  to  the  United  States 
with  her  parents  in  1881.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Olson  seven  children  have 
been  born:  Emma,  now  Mrs.  Alvin  Siggerson,  of  Drummond,  Wis.;  Robert, 
who  is  a  farmer  in  North  Dakota;  Albert,  now  a  book  salesman  in  South 
Carolina;  James,  who  is  engaged  in  agriculture  in  Prairie  Farm  Township, 
Barron  County;  and  Arthur,  Lawrence  and  Leonard,  who  are  residing  at  home. 
An  adopted  daughter,  Belle  Olson,  is  the  wife  of  Andrew  Hanson,  of  Arland 
Township.  The  family  are  members  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church, 
worshipping  with  the  congregation  in  Arland  Township.  Politically  Mr.  Olson 
is  a  strong  Republican.  Having  begun  life  with  few  advantages,  not  having 
had  the  benefit  of  schooling,  he  has  fought  his  way  up  to  a  comfortable  position 
in  life  and  is  respected  by  his  fellow  citizens. 

John  A.  Cornwall,  a  well  known  citizen  of  the  western  part  of  Barron 
County,  who  spends  a  part  of  his  time  in  Almena  Township  and  part  of  his  time 
in  Turtle  Lake  Village,  was  born  in  Cornwall,  Province  of  Quebec,  Canada, 
July  16,  1856,  son  of  Thomas  and  Sarah  (Ervin)  Cornwall.  The  father  was 
born  in  England  and  was  a  military  man,  coming  to  Canada  for  the  purpose 
of  training  soldiers  for  the  King’s  Army.  The  mother  was  a  native  of  Canada, 
a  noble  and  resourceful  woman.  After  her  husband  died  in  1861,  as  the  result 
of  an  operation,  she  gathered  her  fatherless  young  children  about  her  and 
started  for  the  States.  She  reached  Sparta,  Wis.,  by  rail,  and  from  there  took 
a  stage  coach  to  Augusta,  in  Eau  Claire  County,  where  she  secured  a  farm,  and 
where  by  hard  work  and  unremitting  toil,  assisted  by  the  older  children,  she 
supported  the  family  and  reared  the  little  fatherless  flock  to  manhood  and 
womanhood.  After  a  long  and  useful  life  she  died  at  Downing  in  August,  1892. 
In  the  family  there  were  seven  children,  five  boys  and  two  girls.  Nelson  lives 
in  Seattle,  Wash.  James  lives  in  Downing,  Wis.  John  A.  and  Abraham  O.  live 
in  Turtle  Lake.  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Elliott  Carter,  of  Mason  City,  Iowa,  is 
deceased.  Mary  J.,  wife  of  Charles  Huyck,  of  Duluth,  is  also  dead.  Silas  died 
in  Augusta.  John  A.  was  reared  in  Augusta,  and  as  he  grew  to  suitable  years 
and  strength  assisted  his  mother  and  the  other  members  of  the  family  on  the 
farm,  attending  school  as  means  and  time  permitted.  As  a  youth  he  was  em¬ 
ployed  in  logging  and  in  sawmills,  and  at  times  had  charge  of  lumber  camps. 
He  first  came  to  Barron  County  in  1883,  and  here  continued  his  work  in  saw¬ 
mills.  In  1887  he  purchased  a  farm  of  93  acres  in  section  16,  Almena  Town¬ 
ship.  This  tract  was  then  covered  with  timber.  He  cleared  a  home  lot,  erected 
a  frame  home  and  suitable  barns,  and  started  farming.  Gradually  he  has  im¬ 
proved  the  place  until  it  is  as  good  as  is  to  be  found  in  the  community.  When 
he  first  started  he  did  his  work  for  several  years  with  the  help  of  a  yoke  of 
oxen.  As  time  passed  and  prosperity  became  his  portion,  he  acquired  modern 
implements,  tools  and  machinery.  In  1910  he  sold  the  place  and  purchased 
twenty  acres  in  the  same  township,  which  he  still  operates.  He  lives  on  this 
place  in  the  summer  time,  but  since  1911  has  spent  his  winters  in  Turtle  Lake 
Village.  Mr.  Cornwall  has  been  before  the  public  in  various  ways  for  a  con¬ 
siderable  period.  For  nineteen  years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  Oak  Grove  Farmers’  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Co.,  and  for  ten 
of  these  years  was  treasurer.  In  the  township  he  has  held  the  position  of  town 
clerk  and  has  served  in  other  offices.  For  twenty-one  years  he  was  a  member 
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of  the  school  board.  The  fact  that  he  held  public  office  without  being  a  citizen 
is  an  interesting  comment  on  conditions  concerning  governmental  affairs  in 
the  earlier  days  of  the  county.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Cornwall  is  a  member  of  the 
Odd  Fellows  of  Turtle  Lake.  He  was  married  at  Perley,  Wis.,  Nov.  8,  1884, 
to  Lillie  E.  Bensend,  daughter  of  John  and  Christine  (Anderson)  Bensend, 
natives  of  Sweden,  who  came  to  the  United  States  in  1871,  and  located  in 
Chicago,  where  they  lived  until  1881,  when  they  came  to  Barron  County  and 
took  up  farming  in  Almena  Township,  where  both  died.  They  had  seven 
children:  Andrew,  Nels  (deceased),  Gusta  (deceased),  Christine,  Lillie,  Bettie 
and  John.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cornwall  have  had  five  children:  Walter,  who  is  in 
the  hardware  business  in  Turtle  Lake ;  John  T.,  a  dentist  in  Rice  Lake ;  Wesley, 
a  plumber  in  Frederick,  Wis.;  Bessie,  who  graduated  from  the  McPhail  School 
of  Music  and  Dramatic  Art,  Minneapolis,  and  is  now  teaching  music;  and 
Florin,  who  died  at  two  and  a  half  years.  Walter,  John  T.  and  Wesley  are  all 
members  of  the  Masonic  order. 

Andrew  Christenson,  an  estimable  early  settler  of  Section  19,  Prairie  Farm 
Township,  now  deceased,  was  born  in  Esterdalen,  Norway,  Feb.  5,  1832,  and 
was  there  reared,  educated  and  married.  As  a  youth  he  learned  the  blacksmith 
trade.  In  1869  he  brought  his  wife  and  children  to  America  and  settled  at 
Whalen,  Fillmore  County,  Minn.,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade.  After  three 
years  there  he  came  to  Barron  County,  in  1872,  and  secured  a  tract  of  120 
acres  in  Section  19,  Prairie  Farm  Township.  He  drove  onto  the  place  with  a 
rented  team,  bringing  his  family  and  a  meager  equipment  for  household  neces¬ 
sities  and  farm  work.  His  cash  assets  consisted  of  just  $6.  He  built  a  lean-to 
of  poles,  and  in  this  he  and  his  family  lived  until  he  could  get  a  log  cabin 
up.  As  soon  as  he  got  the  cabin  up,  his  family  located,  and  a  little  clearing 
made,  he  entered  the  employ  of  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  For  several  years  there¬ 
after  he  continued  to  work  in  the  lumber  camps  winters,  spending  the  rest  of 
his  time  in  getting  a  start  on  his  place.  For  several  years  he  and  his  wife 
endured  many  hardships.  He  brought  in  provisions  on  his  back  from  Prairie 
Farm,  fording  the  Hay  River,  with  the  water  sometimes  up  to  his  armpits. 
But  as  more  settlers  came  in,  roads  were  built,  more  of  the  land  was  broken, 
and  times  became  better.  After  a  long  and  useful  life,  Mr.  Christenson  died 
Sept.  10,  1913.  His  wife,  Gunhild  Hagensdatter,  who  was  born  July  22,  1834, 
died  April  16,  1915.  Both  were  much  interested  in  the  Norwegian  Lutheran 
Church,  and  Mr.  Christenson  served  as  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  congregation 
at  Prairie  Farm. 

Charles  Christenson,  a  well  known  man  of  Prairie  Farm  village,  formerly 
county  treasurer,  former  prominent  merchant  and  now  skilled  carpenter  and 
successful  tobacco  grower,  was  born  in  Esterdalen,  Norway,  July  12,  1860,  the 
son  of  Andrew  and  Gunhild  (Hagensdatter)  Christenson,  who  brought  him 
to  Minnesota  in  1869,  and  to  this  county  in  1872.  He  was  but  fifteen  when  he 
went  into  the  woods  as  a  cook’s  helper.  Thereafter  for  many  years  he  worked 
in  the  lumber  woods  winters,  driving  four  oxen,  and  on  the  river  drives  in  the 
spring,  spending  his  summers  in  helping  on  the  home  farm.  In  1884  he  saw 
the  opportunity  for  another  store  in  Prairie  Farm  Village.  Accordingly  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  Herman  Anderson  in  the  general  mercantile  busi¬ 
ness.  In  this  he  successfully  continued  for  many  years.  He  already  had  a  wide 
acquaintance  when  he  started,  and  he  constantly  added  to  his  list  of  friends. 
He  understood  the  needs  of  the  community,  he  was  a  good  buyer,  and  he  was 
widely  known  for  his  fair  dealing  and  honest  methods.  After  his  wife’s  death 
in  1901  he  disposed  of  his  interests.  Since  then  he  has  done  more  or  less  work 
as  a  carpenter  and  building  contractor,  and  he  is  also  a  successful  grower  of 
tobacco.  He  is  a  genial,  kindly  man,  liked  by  all  who  knew  him,  and  esteemed 
for  his  many  fine  qualities  of  personality  and  character.  Coming  in  contact 
with  so  many  people  as  he  did  in  business,  and  demonstrating  his  ability  as  a 
record  keeper  and  accountant,  it  is  natural  that  his  fellow  citizens  should 
have  called  him  to  public  service.  For  several  years  he  did  good  work  as 


)y  Google 


490 


HISTORY  OF  BARRON  COUNTY 


town  clerk,  and  he  also  served  efficiently  as  a  member  of  the  school  board.  In 
1908  he  was  persuaded  to  run  for  county  treasurer.  His  friends  here  spread 
the  story  of  his  worth  and  ability,  and  he  received  a  heavy  vote  throughout 
the  county.  He  served  with  credit  for  one  term  in  1909  and  1910  and  then 
returned  to  his  interests  at  Prairie  Farm.  Mr.  Christenson  was  married  at 
Prairie  Farm  March  25.  1885,  to  Anna  Beata  Christenson,  who  was  born  at 
Esterdalen,  Norway,  Sept.  30,  1864,  the  daughter  of  Gunder  and  Trina  Chris¬ 
tenson.  She  died  May  18,  1901.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Christenson  were  the  parents 
of  eight  children:  George  P.,  Tilda,  Anna,  William,  Herman,  Mabel,  Carl  and 
Oscar.  After  the  mother’s  death,  Mr.  Christenson  kept  the  family  together 
until  they  grew  up,  and  all  have  turned  out  well. 

George  P.  Christenson,  an  energetic  young  business  man  of  Prairie  Farm 
Village,  where  he  is  employed  in  the  hardware  department  of  the  Prairie  Farm 
Co-operative  Association,  was  born  in  the  village  where  he  still  lives,  May  1, 
1889,  the  son  of  Charles  and  Anna  Beata  Christenson.  He  was  reared  here  and 
received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools.  As  a  young  man  he  took 
up  bridge  construction  work,  and  was  employed  in  this  line  for  some  years  in 
Minnesota  and  North  Dakota.  In  1917  he  returned  and  took  up  his  present 
employment.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the  Woodmen.  Mr.  Christenson  is 
a  factor  in  the  social,  business  and  patriotic  life  of  the  village.  He  has  served 
on  numerous  committees,  he  is  active  in  everything  that  means  progress  and 
betterment,  and  he  is  a  useful  citizen  in  every  respect.  As  a  clerk  he  is  affable 
and  genial  and  fair  dealing,  and  is  liked  by  all. 

John  Seeger,  the  prosperous  and  progressive  proprietor  of  the  Pine  Valley 
Farm,  Section  4,  Prairie  Farm  Township,  was  born  in  Wurttemberg,  Germany, 
July  30,  1860,  one  of  the  sixteen  children  of  John  and  Christina  (Chela)  Seeger, 
who  spent  the  span  of  their  years  in  the  old  country.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
attended  school  in  Germany  and  became  a  potter.  He  came  to  the  United  States 
in  1877,  stayed  in  Cincinnati,  O.,  for  a  short  time,  then  came  to  Chicago,  Ill., 
and  from  there  to  Red  Wing,  in  Goodhue  County,  Minn.,  in  which  vicinity  he 
worked  on  farms  for  four  years.  Then  he  moved  across  the  river  into  Pierce 
County,  this  state,  and  rented  a  farm  in  Maiden  Rock  Township.  There  he 
continued  to  farm  for  many  years,  working  in  the  winter  seasons  for  Knapp, 
Stout  &  Co.  in  the  lumber  woods  in  Pierce  and  Barron  counties.  In  1910,  Mr. 
Seeger  bought  the  N.  P.  Eggen  farm  of  160  acres  of  improved  land  in  section 
4,  Prairie  Farm  Township.  This  place,  known  as  the  Pine  Valley  Farm,  is 
one  of  the  most  prosperous  farms  in  this  vicinity,  and  everything  about  it 
bespeaks  the  thrift  and  intelligent  attention  of  the  owner.  Mr.  Seeger  success¬ 
fully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  He  has  a  good  herd  of  Guernsey 
cattle,  a  good  drove  of  Poland  China  swine,  and  some  excellent  Belgian  horses. 
Mr.  Seeger  has  identified  himself  thoroughly  with  the  life  and  interests  of  the 
township,  and  has  joined  the  Barron  County  Farm  Bureau.  He  is  a  stockholder 
in  the  Prairie  Farm  Cooperative  Association.  While  in  Pierce  County  he  served 
on  the  school  board  of  his  district.  He  is  a  useful  citizen  of  solid  and  substan¬ 
tial  worth,  and  enjoys  an  excellent  standing  in  the  community.  Mr.  Seeger 
was  married  at  Red  Wing,  Minn.,  in  May,  1881,  to  Lizzy  Suter,  who  was  born 
on  Prairie  Island,  in  Goodhue  County,  Minn.,  in  1860,  and  died  near  Red  Wing, 
in  the  same  county,  in  February,  1884.  He  was  married  May  16,  1886,  to 
Catherine  Caswell,  who  was  born  in  Maiden  Rock,  Pierce  County,  this  state, 
May  17,  1865,  the  daughter  of  Peter  W.  and  Nancy  (Henry)  Caswell.  This 
union  has  been  blessed  with  twelve  children:  Sallie,  Francis  (deceased),  Nancy 
(deceased),  William  J.,  Myrtle  (Mrs.  John  Nelson  of  Prairie  Farm  Township, 
Edgar,  Anna,  Harley  and  Harry  (twins),  Catherine  (Mrs.  Arthur  Larson  of 
Prairie  Farm  Township),  John  and  Beatrice.  William  J.  was  inducted  into  the 
World  War  service  Feb.  23,  1918,  trained  at  Camp  Grant,  Ill.,  and  Camp  Logan, 
Tex.,  with  depot  brigades,  and  was  discharged  Jan.  8,  1919.  Edgar  was  inducted 
into  the  service  in  August,  1918,  trained  for  infantry  service  at  Camp  Grant, 
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and  was  discharged  Jan.  6,  1919.  Both  contracted  the  influenza  during  their 
service.  Both  are  now  members  of  the  American  Legion. 

Peter  W.  Caswell  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  the  upper  Mississippi 
region.  He  and  his  wife,  Nancy  Henry,  were  both  born  in  New  York  state,  of 
Colonial  stock.  They  came  up  the  river  with  the  pioneers  and  settled  across 
the  river  from  Stillwater,  in  St.  Croix  County,  Wis.  The  country  was  then 
wild,  and  the  Indians  unfriendly.  One  of  the  sons,  Peter,  was  stolen  by  the 
red  men.  John  Caswell  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War.  During  the  Minnesota 
Sioux  Indian  uprising  in  1862,  he  and  Walter  Hill  were  dispatch  bearers.  From 
St.  Croix  County  the  family  moved  to  Pierce  County,  in  this  state,  and  settled 
at  Maiden  Rock,  where  the  father  and  mother  died.  The  children  in  the  Caswell 
family  who  grew  to  adult  years  were  Francis  (deceased),  Catherine,  Deloss, 
Peter  (deceased),  William  (deceased)  and  Merton. 

Andrew  T.  Wickham,  pioneer,  was  born  May  11,  1832,  in  Orleans  County, 
New  York,  the  son  of  James  and  Lovina  (Renolds)  Wickham.  In  November, 
1853,  he  married  Lucy  S.  Cox,  who  was  born  in  Zore,  Erie  County,  New  York, 
Feb.  12,  1835,  daughter  of  Eli  D.  and  Sophia  (Williams)  Cox.  They  started 
home  making  in  East  Otto  Township,  New  York,  and  there  three  children  were 
born:  Wilber  D.,  Charles  E.  and  William  0.  In  May,  1864,  they  came  to  Wis¬ 
consin  and  located  a  homestead  in  Trempealeau  County  in  the  beautiful  stretch 
of  land  since  known  as  Wickham  Valley  in  Burnside  Township.  Although  like 
most  of  the  settlers,  they  had  little  of  this  world’s  goods,  and  although  the 
hardships  of  life  in  a  pioneer  region  were  many,  they  worked  with  a  will  and 
developed  their  farm  as  best  they  could.  In  August,  1871,  disaster  overtook 
them  in  the  death  of  their  two  youngest  children,  Charles  E.  and  William  O., 
who  were  stricken  with  diphtheria.  Heartsick  at  this  experience,  they  rented 
the  farm  for  a  year  and  returned  to  the  old  home  place  in  East  Otto,  New  York. 
There  in  February,  1872,  another  child,  Walter,  was  born,  but  lived  only  three 
days.  In  the  fall  of  that  year  the  family  again  came  west,  and  took  up  their 
home  on  the  Wickham  Valley  farm.  On  Oct.  8,  1873,  two  sons,  Herman  D.  and 
Hiram  E.,  were  born.  In  1881  Mr.  Wickham  traded  his  homestead  for  forty 
acres  at  Independence,  in  the  same  county,  and  there  he  opened  and  operated 
a  stone  quarry  until  1901.  In  that  year  he  sold  the  Independnce  property  and 
came  to  Barron  County,  where  he  purchased  a  farm  near  Chetek.  There,  after 
a  long  life  filled  with  worthy  endeavor,  he  died  Sept.  1,  1902.  His  wife  continued 
on  the  farm  with  her  son,  Herman  D.,  until  her  death,  Dec.  9,  1920.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Wickham  were  a  most  worthy  couple.  Despite  the  fact  that  Mr.  Wickham 
was  never  in  robust  health,  and  that  Mrs.  Wickham  battled  against  physical 
frailties  for  half  a  century,  they  carved  for  themselves  a  home  in  the  wilder¬ 
ness,  they  worthily  reared  their  children,  they  made  the  best  of  life  as  they 
founjl  it,  taking  life’s  vicissitudes  with  Christian  fortitude  and  cheer,  and 
making  their  years  on  earth  of  real  benefit  to  those  with  whom  they  came  in 
contact.  They  will  always  be  cherished  in  the  hearts  of  those  who  loved  them. 
Wilber  D.  was  married  at  Independence,  Wis.,  July  3,  1878,  to  Addie  L.  Clinton, 
and  is  now  a  well  known  resident  of  Rochester,  Minn.  He  and  his  wife  have 
four  children :  Grace  L.  Randall,  of  Eyota,  Minn. ;  Helen  E.  Moor,  of  Dresbach, 
Minn.;  Elmer  D.,  of  Los  Angeles,  Cal.;  and  Ava  M.  Thirtle,  of  Eyota,  Minn. 
Herman  D.  is  a  successful  farmer  of  Chetek  Township,  Barron  County.  Hiram 
E.  is  deceased. 

Hiram  E.  Wickham,  for  some  years  an  honored  and  respected  citizen  of 
Chetek  Township,  now  deceased,  was  born  on  a  farm  in  Wickham  Valley, 
Trempealeau  County,  Wis.,  Oct.  8,  1873,  the  son  of  Andrew  and  Lucy  (Cox) 
Wickham,  now  deceased,  and  early  pioneers  of  that  county.  He  was  a  twin 
brother  of  Herman  D.,  now  of  this  township,  the  two  being  the  youngest  in 
the  family.  He  was  reared  in  his  native  county  and  came  to  this  county  as  a 
young  man.  He  achieved  an  honored  place  in  the  community  and  was  liked 
by  all  who  knew  him,  fulfilling  every  demand  of  life  as  a  husband,  father, 
citizen,  neighbor  and  friend.  He  died  on  the  Wickham  farm  in  Chetek  Town- 
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ship,  June  19,  1916.  Fraternally  he  was  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order.  He 
was  married  on  June  7,  1906,  at  Chetek,  Wis.,  to  Mae  Bramwell,  who  was  born 
in  South  Dakota  Nov.  10,  1884,  the  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Jane  Bramwell. 
This  union  was  blessed  with  three  children:  Ward,  Muriel  and  Esther. 

Herman  D.  Wickham,  successful  farmer  of  section  27,  east,  Chetek  Town¬ 
ship,  is  one  of  the  substantial  and  representative  men  of  this  part  of  the 
county.  He  comes  of  a  pioneer  family,  was  reared  amid  pioneer  conditions, 
and  has  himself  done  much  in  the  way  of  farm  developing  and  improving. 
He  was  bom  on  a  farm  in  Wickham  Valley,  Trempealeau  County,  this  state, 
Oct.  8,  1873,  he  and  his  twin,  Hiram  E.,  being  the  youngest  sons  of  Andrew 
T.  and  Lucy  (Cox)  Wickham,  pioneers  of  that  county.  He  was  reared  on  the 
farm,  attended  school  at  Independence  and  learned  farming  from  his  father. 
In  1900  he  left  the  parental  roof  and  located  in  Minneapolis,  where  he  man¬ 
aged  a  bicycle  repair  shop,  this  being  at  the  time  when  the  vogue  for  the  use 
of  bicycles  was  at  its  height.  A  year  later  he  went  to  Mille  Lacs  County,  Minn., 
and  was  there  employed  as  a  carpenter.  In  March,  1902,  he  came  to  this 
county  with  his  parents  and  located  on  the  Wickham  farm,  now  owned  by  heirs 
of  Hiram  E.  Wickham.  In  1915  he  bought  a  stock  farm  of  120  acres  in  section 
9,  Chetek  Township,  which  he  operated  for  three  years.  Then  he  located  on 
his  present  tract  of  80  acres  in  section  27,  east,  Chetek  Township.  He  has  a 
good  set  of  buildings  and  carries  on  general  farming,  making  a  specialty  of 
registered  Holstein  cattle  and  Chester-White  swine.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Holstein  Breeders’  Association  and  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers’  Co-operative 
Creamery.  He  is  active  in  everything  that  he  believes  to  be  for  the  best  in¬ 
terests  of  the  community  and  is  in  every  way  doing  his  duty  as  a  good  citizen. 
He  was  married  at  Chetek  on  Sept.  22,  1906,  to  Jennie  S.  Jacobson,  born  on 
June  13,  1876,  at  Chetek,  the  daughter  of  Mads  Jacobson  and  Mary  Jacobson, 
the  pioneers.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  one  son,  George  Anton,  born 
Dec.  12,  1907. 

John  Amundson,  for  many  years  a  skilled  carpenter,  now  an  able  farmer 
on  80  acres  of  land  in  section  18,  Rice  Lake  Township,  was  born  in  Norway 
Aug.  4,  1854,  son  of  Andrew  and  Margaret  (Jenson)  Amundson,  natives  of  that 
country.  He  attended  the  schools  of  his  native  land  and  early  became  a  fisher¬ 
man.  In  1882  he  came  to  America  with  his  parents  and  located  at  Rice  Lake, 
where  he  secured  work  for  three  years  with  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  He  left  their 
employ  in  1885  and  for  eighteen  years  thereafter  worked  as  a  carpenter.  In 
1903  he  bought  his  present  farm,  which  was  then  all  wild.  He  cleared  the  land, 
broke  about  fifty  acres,  built  a  frame  house,  barn  and  other  buildings,  and 
now  carries  on  general  farming,  making  a  specialty  of  a  good  herd  of  Holstein 
cattle,  headed  by  a  full-blooded  Holstein  sire.  Mr.  Amundson  is  treasurer  of 
the  Independent  Scandinavian  Society.  He  was  married  in  Norway  in  1881  to 
Ingeborg  Olson,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ole  Olson.  This  union  has  resulted 
in  eight  children  :  Anna,  Lena,  Josephine,  Inga,  Henry,  Anna,  Norman  and 
Julia.  Anna  was  bom  in  1882  and  is  now  deceased.  Lena  was  born  Jan.  18, 
1894,  married  Ingwald  Melly,  and  has  nine  children:  Gladys,  Minnie,  Orvil, 
John,  Inga,  Clifford,  Eleanor,  Melvin  and  Ruth.  Josephine  was  bora  June  13, 
1886,  married  Ole  Holle,  and  has  four  children:  Alvilda,  Arthur,  Benith  and 
Elmer.  Inga  was  born  March  27,  1892,  and  married  Louis  Fralzke.  Henry  was 
bora  Nov.  8,  1894,  and  is  now  married.  Anna  was  born  July  18,  1896,  and  lives 
in  Minneapolis.  Norman  was  bora  Sept.  19,  1899,  and  is  at  home.  Julia  was 
bora  April  20,  1903,  and  is  at  home. 

Nels  B.  Rogstad,  who  is  improving  a  good  farm  of  40  acres  in  section  29, 
Rice  Lake  Township,  was  bora  in  Norway  March  17,  1875,  son  of  Ben  A.  and 
Ingeborg  (Sockness)  Rogstad,  both  of  whom  spent  the  span  of  their  years 
in  the  old  country,  the  father  dying  in  1906  and  the  mother  in  1911.  He  was 
reared  in  Norway,  worked  on  his  parents’  farm  and  was  variously  employed 
among  the  neighbors.  He  came  to  America  in  1906  and  came  directly  to  Rice 
Lake,  where  he  found  employment  with  the  Rice  Lake  Lumber  Co.  working  in 
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the  woods  in  the  winter  season  and  in  the  mills  in  the  summer  season.  In 
1908  he  bought  his  present  farm.  He  has  cleared  up  the  land,  erected  a  good 
set  of  buildings,  and  in  general  developed  it  into  a  good  place.  He  is  a  man 
of  considerable  influence  among  his  neighbors,  and  has  achieved  a  satisfactory 
degree  of  success  in  life.  Mr.  Rogstad  was  married  Aug.  22,  1903,  at  Rice 
Lake,  to  Inga  Folstead,  daughter  of  Ole  and  Engeborg  (Froseth)  Folstead,  both 
of  whom  died  in  Norway.  Mrs.  Rogstad  was  born  In  Norway  Dec.  8,  1876,  was 
there  educated  and  came  to  America  in  1894.  She  has  a  brother,  Louis  Folstead, 
living  in  Minnesota,  and  a  sister,  Bertha,  wife  of  Iver  Oien,  of  Rice  Lake.  The 
family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Peter  Gagner,  fur  trader  and  early  settler,  was  born  in  Canada,  of  French 
ancestry,  Nov.  29,  1846.  The  family  name  was  originally  spelled  Gagnie,  but 
American  usage  has  changed  the  spelling  to  Gagner.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
early  became  a  trapper,  fur  trader  and  farmer  in  his  native  country.  He  came 
to  Wisconsin  in  1861  and  secured  employment  with  Louis  Nadeaux,  as  a  fur 
trader,  buying  from  the  Indians  in  various  parts  of  Wisconsin,  and  having 
many  interesting  adventures  in  driving  a  team  through  the  wilderness,  dis¬ 
tributing  goods  and  gathering  pelts.  In  the  meantime  he  took  a  homestead  of 
160  acres  in  section  22,  Rice  Lake  Township.  The  tract  was  covered  with 
heavy  timber.  Mr.  Gagner  devoted  his  spare  time  to  developing  this  place.  He 
cut  off  the  timber,  grubbed  out  the  stumps,  broke  up  the  land,  built  a  log  house 
18  by  26  feet,  and  a  barn,  and  lived  there  alone.  Later  he  built  a  stone  house. 
He  gave  up  fur  trading  in  1868  and  devoted  the  remainder  of  his  life  to  fanning 
until  his  lamented  death,  Dec.  3,  1916.  Mr.  Gagner  had  many  interesting 
stories  to  tell  of  his  adventures  and  of  the  Indians.  He  was  respected  for  his 
good  qualities  and  his  death  was  sincerely  regretted.  A  sincere  Roman 
Catholic,  he  helped  to  establish  the  first  church  of  that  faith  in  his  neighbor¬ 
hood,  and  also  served  thirteen  years  as  a  member  of  the  school  board.  Mr. 
Gagner  was  married  in  1876  at  Rice  Lake,  to  Sialine  Lavelier,  born  in  Canada 
March  13,  1860,  who  died  July  26,  1920.  They  were  the  parents  of  eight  chil¬ 
dren.  Melanie  was  born  Feb.  23,  1878,  and  died  June  13,  1914.  Virginia,  born 
Jan.  4,  1881,  married  Leon  King,  of  Rice  Lake,  and  has  three  children,  Malena, 
Delores  and  Elizabeth.  Peter  E.,  born  April  14,  1883,  was  married  July  6, 
1907,  to  Cessire  Demers,  and  has  five  children:  Malena,  Olive,  Henry,  Ida  and 
Lorine.  William  was  born  May  1,  1886.  John,  born  Aug.  26,  1888,  was  married 
April  26,  1910,  to  Lida  Demars,  and  is  on  the  home  place.  Delore,  born  Sept. 
27,  1890,  was  married  Nov.  24,  1920,  at  Stanfold  Township,  this  county,  to 
Aveline  Demars.  Delphine,  born  June  18,  1892,  married  Delore  Demars,  and 
has  four  children,  Leo,  John,  Victor  and  Morris.  Alex  H.,  born  July  14,  1894, 
was  married  at  Rodeo,  Cal.,  Feb.  9,  1917. 

John  Gagner,  a  hard  working  farmer  of  Rice  Lake  Township,  owning  the 
home  place  of  160  acres  in  section  22,  was  born  on  the  farm  where  he  still 
lives,  Aug.  26,  1888,  son  of  Peter  and  Sialina  (Lavelier)  Gagner,  early  settlers. 
He  was  reared  on  the  home  farm,  attended  school  for  a  while  and  early  took 
up  farm  work  with  his  father.  He  gradually  assumed  charge  of  the  work,  and 
at  his  father’s  death  assumed  ownership  of  the  farm.  He  is  well  thought  of  by 
his  neighbors  and  stands  well  throughout  the  community.  In  addition  to  the 
home  place  he  owns  a  tract  of  80  acres  in  section  23,  Rice  Lake  Township,  and 
a  forty-acre  tract  of  wild  land  in  Sumner  Township.  His  stock  includes 
Guernsey  cattle,  pure  bred  Chester-White  hogs,  and  a  good  grade  of  horses. 
He  was  married  April  26,  1910,  to  Lida  Demars.  The  family  are  members  of 
the  Catholic  Church. 

Rev.  Thomas  L.  Hancock,  retired  Methodist  Episcopal  clergyman,  living 
in  Rice  Lake,  was  born  in  Ohio,  of  New  England  ancestry.  Of  pious  parents, 
he  early  became  interested  in  things  religious,  and  after  receiving  the  proper 
education  and  training  he  was  duly  ordained,  and  started  preaching.  For  over 
thirty  years  he  preached,  occupying  pulpits  in  various  parishes  in  central  and 
southern  Illinois.  When  he  retired  from  the  ministry  he  took  up  farming  near 
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Covington,  Tenn.  In  1919  he  came  to  Rice  Lake  and  bought  the  Joseph  Ren¬ 
ville  farm  of  333  acres  in  sections  13  and  24,  Rice  Lake  Township,  and  now 
known  as  the  Spring  Dale  Farm.  He  at  once  turned  this  farm  over  to  his 
son,  Arthur  L.,  and  bought  a  home  in  the  city  where  he  now  resides. 

Arthur  L.  Hancock  is  proprietor  of  the  Spring  Dale  Stock  Farm,  consisting 
of  333  acres  in  sections  13  and  24,  Rice  Lake  Township,  which  his  father  pur¬ 
chased  in  1919  and  placed  in  his  charge.  There  is  a  good  house  on  the  place, 
a  good  barn  40  by  100  feet  with  full  basement,  two  sheep  sheds,  a  swine  house, 
machine  sheds,  granary  and  other  buildings.  The  land  is  well  tilled,  the  pas¬ 
turage  is  rich,  the  fences  are  well  kept  and  the  equipment  is  of  the  best.  The 
stock  consists  mostly  of  a  fine  herd  of  Holsteins,  headed  by  a  full  blooded  sire. 
A  specialty  is  made  of  stock  raising,  and  from  three  to  four  car  loads  of  cattle 
are  shipped  each  year  to  the  market.  Mr.  Hancock  was  born  at  Forreston, 
Illinois,  June  17,  1895,  the  son  of  Rev.  Thomas  L.  and  Mary  F.  (Whallon) 
Hancock.  He  was  married  Nov.  22,  1917,  at  Meredosia,  Ill.,  to  Reva  H.  Hyde, 
daughter  of  George  and  Mary  E.  (Hyatt)  Hyde,  natives  respectively  of  Illinois 
and  Missouri.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hancock  have  three  children:  Francis  E.  was 
born  at  Meredosia,  Ill.,  Oct.  26,  1918;  Arthur  L.  was  born  at  Meredosia,  Ill., 
Sept.  26,  1919;  and  William  H.  was  born  on  the  present  farm,  Nov.  1,  1920. 
The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Clint  Howard  Wilson,  public  official,  agriculturist  and  merchant,  who  has 
a  prosperous  store  at  Reeve,  and  a  fertile  farm  in  section  21,  Vance  Creek 
Township,  was  born  at  Waterville,  Minnesota,  March  24,  1880,  the  son  of 
Andrew  and  Hannah  (Homer)  Wilson,  who  came  to  that  county  in  the  late 
fifties  and  settled  on  a  tract  of  wild  land,  living  first  in  a  sod  house,  then  in  a 
log  cabin,  and  finally  in  a  frame  dwelling,  where  Clint  H.,  the  youngest  of  three 
children,  was  born.  He  attended  the  public  schools  of  his  neighborhood,  took 
courses  in  the  Faribault  High  School,  and  for  three  years  taught  rural  school. 
As  a  young  man  he  operated  the  home  farm  for  several  years.  In  1908  he  came 
to  Barron  County  and  purchased  a  tract  of  eighty  acres  of  partly  improved 
land  in  section  21,  Vance  Creek  Township.  He  has  built  up  a  good  set  of 
buildings  and  has  increased  his  holdings  to  200  acres.  Here  he  successfully 
carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying  on  an  extensive  scale.  Oct.  1,  1920, 
he  bought  the  store  at  Reeve,  which  he  now  conducts.  He  is  an  excellent 
business  man  and  his  fair  dealing  and  genial  temperament  has  commended 
itself  to  the  patrons  for  miles  around.  In  1913  he  was  elected  town  clerk,  a 
position  he  has  since  continued  to  hold  with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the  sat¬ 
isfaction  of  his  constituents.  He  has  also  done  good  work  as  clerk  of  his 
school  district.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers'  Creamery  at  Reeve.  Fra¬ 
ternally  he  associates  with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  Mr.  Wilson  is 
a  fine  type  of  the  Wisconsin  citizen.  Energetic  and  progressive,  with  a  faith 
in  the  future  of  the  county,  he  is  taking  his  share  in  everything  that  he  believes 
to  be  good  and  worthy,  he  is  one  of  the  real  leaders  among  his  fellows,  and  he 
is  liked  and  respected  by  all.  He  has  just  completed  a  fine  modern  bungalow 
residence  at  Reeve,  which  is  cheery  and  bright,  as  well  as  an  asset  to  the 
appearance  of  the  little  hamlet.  He  was  married  at  Waterville,  Minn.,  Nov. 
25,  1903,  to  Heleh  Stavemaugh,  who  was  born  at  Waterville,  Minn.,  on  Nov.  21, 
1884,  the  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Henrietta  Stavemaugh.  This  union  has 
been  blessed  with  four  children:  Florence,  born  in  Waterville,  Minn.,  and 
Ralph,  June  and  Arthur,  born  in  Vance  Creek  Township. 

Andrew  Eidskar,  who  is  farming  57  acres  in  section  35,  Rice  Lake  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  Norway  Feb.  29,  1876,  son  of  Andrew  O.  and  Gunhild  (Lone- 
graf)  Eidskar,  who  spent  the  span  of  their  years  in  Norway.  He  attended  the 
common  schools  until  fifteen  years  of  age.  For  a  time  he  worked  with  his 
father.  As  a  young  man  he  learned  the  baker's  trade,  and  in  following  this 
trade  for  many  years  thereafter  he  traveled  from  place  to  place  in  his  native 
land  saw  much  of  life  in  different  parts  of  the  country.  He  came  to  America 
in  1906  and  located  in  Iowa  County,  this  state,  where  he  rented  farirts  for 
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ten  years,  part  of  the  time  near  Moscow  and  part  of  the  time  near  Brigom. 
He  came  to  Rice  Lake  in  1915  and  purchased  his  present  place.  The  tract  was 
wild  land  which  had  been  cut  over.  He  grubbed  out  the  stumps,  developed 
tilled  fields,  put  up  suitable  fences,  and  made  of  it  a  fine  farm.  He  also  put 
up  good  buildings  including  a  house,  barn,  sheds  and  the  like.  He  has  been 
successful  in  his  operations  and  is  regarded  as  a  desirable  citizen  and  good 
neighbor  in  every  respect.  Like  his  ancestors  before  him  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church  and  a  supporter  of  the  local  body.  Mr. 
Eidskar  was  married  July  20,  1902,  in  Norway,  to  Tadranud  0.  Stoil,  daughter 
of  Ole  Knutson  and  Anna  G.  Yohanesen.  The  parents,  with  three  boys  and 
three  girls,  were  drowned  while  en  route  to  America  on  the  steamer  “Norway” 
in  the  spring  of  1904.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eidskar  have  four  children:  Carl  was 
born  Oct.  26,  1903;  Anna  O.  was  born  June  11,  1905;  Amy  G.  was  born  June 
19,  1910;  and  Gunil  Harriett  was  born  July  30,  1913. 

Ole  O.  Rye,  one  of  the  hard  working  old  settlers  of  Vance  Creek  Township, 
is  one  of  the  estimable  men  of  his  neighborhood,  held  in  respect  and  esteem  by 
all  who  know  him.  He  has  toiled  early  and  late,  he  has  always  done  what  he 
has  believed  to  be  right  and  just  and  his  integrity  is  beyond  reproach.  He  was 
born  in  Norway  Sept.  24,  1854,  there  attended  school  for  a  short  time  and  early 
learned  the  realities  of  toil  on  a  farm.  As  a  young  man  he  married  Ragnald 
Rye,  and  one  child,  Andrew,  was  born.  In  1884  he  brought  his  wife  and  child 
to  America  and  settled  at  Spring  Grove  in  Houston  County,  Minn.  There  he 
worked  as  a  railroad  section  hand.  In  1890  he  purchased  80  acres  of  land  in 
section  23,  Vance  Creek  Township,  put  up  a  small  cabin  and  moved  into  it. 
When  he  started  he  had  just  fifty  cents  in  money.  The  equipment,  both  in  the 
cabin  and  on  the  clearing,  was  meagre.  For  provisions  he  had  to  walk  to 
Prairie  Farm,  bringing  supplies  home  on  his  back.  The  first  year  he  bought 
a  cow,  but  it  was  some  time  before  he  secured  a  good  ox  team.  For  four 
seasons,  in  order  to  get  a  little  money  while  he  was  building  up  the  place,  he 
worked  in  the  lumber  woods.  Gradually  he  developed  a  good  place,  working 
early  and  late,  and  seeing  the  place  gradually  develop  into  a  well-kept  and 
profitable  farm.  He  has  a  comfortable  home,  a  commodious  barn,  and  other 
buildings,  and  his  land  is  well  tilled,  well  fenced,  and  well  cultivated.  Here 
he  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  He  is  quietly  doing 
his  duty  as  a  good  citizen,  and  is  a  most  estimable  man  in  every  respect.  He 
has  done  good  service  on  the  school  board  for  some  dozen  years,  and  he  has 
also  served  the  town  as  pathmaster  and  constable.  As  one  of  the  representative 
men  of  his  community  he  has  been  called  to  service  by  the  United  States  Court 
at  Superior,  both  as  grand  and  petit  juror. 

John  Joseph  Yarabeck,  an  estimable  citizen  who  has  lived  for  about  a 
quarter  of  a  century  in  section  16,  Vance  Creek  Township,  was  born  in 
Austria  Nov.  11,  1854,  the  son  of  John  and  Susie  Yarabeck,  also  natives  of  that 
country.  There  was  one  other  child,  Mary,  in  the  family.  Born  of  a  poor, 
though  worthy,  family,  in  a  region  oppressed  with  despotism,  John  Joseph 
received  no  education,  but  had  to  start  work  while  still  a  child.  As  a  young 
man  he  was  married  in  Austria  to  Mary  Zuhrance.  In  1884  he  came  to  America, 
bringing  his  wife  and  children.  He  lived  in  various  places  and  was  employed 
at  different  occupations,  principally  in  the  lead  mines  of  Missouri,  and  in  the 
iron  mines  of  Michigan.  In  1895  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  located  on  a 
tract  of  80  acres  in  section  16,  Vance  Creek  Township.  When  he  reached  here 
this  neighborhood  was  jokingly  called  “no  man’s  land,”  for  although  other 
portions  of  the  town  had  been  developed,  there  were  no  roads  and  no  buildings, 
and  the  tract  was  covered  with  heavy  timber.  At  first  he  built  a  small  shack 
16  by  20  feet.  Then  he  put  up  a  log  cabin  18  by  24  feet,  to  which  he  later  made 
an  addition,  16  by  20  feet.  He  was  almost  without  tools,  and  after  he  had  a 
little  clearing  made,  he  had  to  get  in  his  first  crop  with  a  grub  hoe.  The  first 
year  he  got  two  cows,  and  it  was  a  little  later  before  he  managed  to  buy  an  ox 
team.  He  brought  provisions  on  his  back  from  far-away  stores.  Sometimes 


Digitized  by 


Google 


496 


HISTORY  OF  BARRON  COUNTY 


he  became  confused  and  lost  his  way.  Once  he  was  lost  in  a  storm  and  did 
not  find  his  trail  home  for  three  days.  Thus  through  hardships  and  privations 
he  toiled  ahead.  His  wife  and  his  children,  as  they  were  able,  helped  fend  soon 
the  wilderness  began  to  be  transformed  into  a  farm.  Mr.  Yarabeck  was  one 
of  the  first  men  in  this  locality  to  use  dynamite  to  get  out  the  stumps.  At  that 
time  dynamite  was  not  so  extensively  used  for  farming  purposes  as  it  is  now, 
but  he  had  become  an  expert  in  explosives  while  engaged  in  mine  work  and  he 
therefore  found  no  trouble  in  usipg  the  dynamite  to  clear  his  land.  The  big 
fire  of  1898  swept  his  place,  but  undaunted,  he  set  to  work  again,  and  soon 
had  brought  order  out  of  the  ruins.  He  added  to  his  farm  from  time  to  time 
until  he  owned  240  acres.  He  now  has  160  acres.  He  has  a  comfortable  home, 
a  good  barn  62  by  32  feet,  and  other  suitable  buildings.  While  gradually 
developing  his  farm  he  successfully  carried  on  general  farming  and  dairying 
for  many  years.  In  1920  he  retired  and  turned  the  place  over  to  his  son,  Frank, 
but  still  lives  here.  He  is  a  man  much  esteemed  by  all  who  know  him. 
Although  without  early  schooling  he  has  acquired  and  retained  a  broad 
knowledge  by  reason  of  a  retentive  memory,  he  is  of  good  judgment  and  clear 
reason,  and  his  opinions  are  heard  with  respect.  He  and  his  good  wife  had 
twelve  children:  Mary,  John  (who  died  in  Austria),  Joseph,  Anna,  Frank, 
William,  James,  Albert,  Alma  (died  Nov.  28,  1909),  Susan,  Josie  and  Emma. 
Mrs.  Yarabeck  died  Nov.  9,  1918. 

Frank  Yarabeck,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  section  16,  Vance  Creek  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  Iron  Mountain,  Mich.,  the  son  of  John  Joseph  and  May 
(Zuhrance)  Yarabeck,  the  date  of  his  birth  being  Feb.  17,  1889.  He  was 
brought  to  his  present  place  in  1895.  He  was  reared  to  farm  pursuits,  received 
a  good  education  in  the  common  schools  and  has  always  remained  with  his 
parents.  He  took  over  the  home  place  of  160  acres  in  1920.  He  believes  in 
everything  that  is  for  the  good  of  the  community  and  is  well  liked  by  all.  Mr. 
Yarabeck  was  married  at  Barron  on  June  15,  1918,  to  Rose  Merstallinger,  who 
was  born  in  Austria  Nov.  2,  1898,  daughter  of  Tony  and  Victoria  Merstallinger. 
Her  father  was  born  in  1865  and  died  in  1915.  Her  mother  was  born  in  April, 
1866,  and  now  makes  her  home  with  the  Yarabeck  family.  They  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1902.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Yarabeck  have  a  daughter,  Sylvia,  born 
May  9,  1920. 

Frank  Joseph  Zorn,  public  official  and  prosperous  farmer  of  section  28, 
Vance  Creek  Township,  was  born  in  Austria,  March  15,  1868,  the  son  of  John 
and  Johanna  Zorn,  likewise  natives  of  that  country.  In  1872,  as  Frank  began 
to  grow  from  babyhood  to  boyhood,  the  father’s  thoughts  turned  to  the  wider 
opportunities  of  a  free  country.  Accordingly,  leaving  his  wife  and  son  in 
Austria  with  relatives,  he  came  to  the  United  States  in  1872  and  located  at 
Elysian,  Minn.,  where  he  secured  employment  at  his  trade  as  a  carpenter  and 
wagon  maker.  By  the  utmost  frugality,  he  saved  enough  money  so  that  in  1876 
he  was  enabled  to  send  for  his  wife  and  boy.  For  a  while,  in  1881,  the  family 
lived  on  a  farm,  but  soon  moved  back  to  the  village,  where  the  father  died  in 
1917  at  the  age  of  72  years  and  the  mother  in  1901  at  the  age  of  57  years.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  sent  to  the  Elysian  village  schools  and  as  a  youth 
helped  his  father.  For  a  while  he  was  fireman  on  the  Great  Western,  but  when 
his  mother  took  ill,  he  returned  home.  For  some  years  he  farmed  on  rented 
places  in  Waseca  County,  Minn.  In  1897  he  came  to  Vance  Creek  Township,  and 
purchased  80  acres  of  wild  land  in  section  28.  This  he  has  since  increased  tr 
120  acres.  At  first  he  started  farming  with  a  team  of  horses  and  two  cows.  Fo 
three  years  he  lived  alone,  and  then,  in  1900,  brought  his  bride  to  the  place 
They  started  in  together  to  establish  for  themselves  a  home.  Their  effort*, 
have  met  with  success,  and  they  have  achieved  a  well-deserved  prosperity.  Mr. 
Zorn  now  has  a  well  developed  farm  and  a  good  set  of  buildings.  He  has  a 
good  herd  and  sells  cream  to  the  Clear  Lake  Co-operative  Creamery  at  Reeve, 
in  which  he  is  a  stockholder  and  one  of  the  most  active  directors.  From  the 
beginning,  Mr.  Zorn  has  been  interested  in  public  affairs.  He  has  been  super- 


zed  by  Google 


MR.  AND  MRS.  PETER  H.  STAFNE 
MR.  AND  MRS.  THOMAS  STAFNE 


Die 


3y  GOOQ 
y  o 


Ie 


HISTORY  OF  BARRON  COUNTY 


497 


visor  of  the  township  for  seven  years  and  his  service  has  given  general  satis¬ 
faction  to  the  taxpayers.  He  has  also  done  efficient  work  as  school  treasurer 
for  some  three  years.  He  has  also  served  on  various  delegations  and  commit¬ 
tees.  He  is  a  good  citizen  in  every  respect  and  is  held  in  esteem  and  respect 
by  all.  Mr.  Zorn  was  married  on  Nov.  29,  1900,  to  Lillian  D.  Prosser,  who  was 
born  in  Le  Sueur  County,  Minn.,  Jan.  3,  1878,  the  daughter  of  Abraham  and 
Elizabeth  (Uleven)  Prosser.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  nine  children: 
Johanna,  Hazel,  John,  Amelia,  Raymond,  Helen,  Florene,  Leona  and  Charles. 

Peter  H.  Stafne,  now  deceased,  a  hard  working,  industrious  man,  who 
developed  a  farm  in  section  12,  Vance  Creek  Township,  which  is  still  in  the 
family,  was  born  in  Norway,  and  was  there  reared  and  educated.  He  married 
Anna  Uro,  and  there  had  three  children:  Thomas,  now  living  on  the  home  farm 
here;  Anna,  the  wife  of  Ole  Everson,  of  Star  Prairie,  Wis.,  and  Emma,  the  wife 
of  John  J.  Anderson,  also  of  Star  Prairie.  As  a  young  man  he  became  a  tenant 
farmer  in  his  native  land.  But  as  the  children  began  to  grow,  he  desired  for 
them  the  wider  opportunities  of  America.  In  this  he  was  seconded  by  his 
wife.  So  he  bid  farewell  to  the  scenes  they  loved  so  well,  and  in  1881  set  sail 
for  America.  In  due  time  he  reached  Menomonie,  Dunn  County,  this  state,  and 
entered  the  employ  of  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.,  working  in  their  sawmill  and  in  the 
lumber  woods.  In  this  way  he  earned  enough  money  to  send  for  his  wife  and 
children  in  the  spring  of  1884.  When  they  arrived  he  secured  40  acres  of  land 
in  section  12,  Vance  Creek  Township,  covered  with  dense  hardwood  forest.  He 
drove  the  family  from  Menomonie  by  horse  team,  and  left  them  with  neighbors 
while  he  put  up  a  small  log  cabin.  Much  of  the  furniture  for  the  little  cabin 
was  made  on  the  place.  He  brought  provisions  in  from  Prairie  Farm  Village  on 
his  back.  Fortunately  he  was  within  a  mile  of  a  road,  but  even  after  he  made 
his  way  through  the  woods  to  the  road,  the  going  was  rough,  and  often 
obstructed.  The  first  year  he  was  on  the  place  he  secured  a  cow.  Two  years 
later  he  got  a  yoke  of  steers.  For  many  winters,  he  worked  in  the  woods,  leav¬ 
ing  his  wife  at  home  to  look  after  the  chores  and  the  children.  He  and  his 
wife  were  both  devout  people,  and  opened  their  cabin  to  meetings  of  the  Nor¬ 
wegian  Lutheran  Church.  Social  gatherings  were  sometimes  held  there  also. 
As  the  years  passed,  he  achieved  a  well  deserved  success.  He  added  40  acres 
to  his  farm,  cleared  and  broke  it,  put  up  some  good  buildings,  and  successfully 
carried  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  After  a  long  and  useful  life,  he  died 
on  May  12,  1909,  at  the  age  of  63  years.  She  died  in  1916  at  the  age  of  72 
years.  Both  were  people  of  high  integrity,  and  were  held  in  the  highest  esteem 
and  respect.  In  addition  to  the  children  brought  here,  one,  Ingebret,  now  of 
Flint,  Mich.,  was  born  here. 

Thomas  Stafne,  veteran  of  the  Spanish-American  War  and  of  the  Filipino 
Insurrection,  prosperous  proprietor  of  the  Valley  View  Farm,  section  12,  Vance 
Creek,  and  a  leading  man  of  this  township,  was  born  in  Norway,  Sept.  14,  1871, 
the  son  of  Peter  H.  and  Anna  (Uro)  Stafne.  He  came  to  Menomonie  with  his 
mother  in  1884,  and  was  then  brought  to  this  present  farm  by  his  father  with 
the  rest  of  the  family.  He  had  attended  school  for  a  while  in  Norway.  Upon 
reaching  here,  although  a  boy  of  but  ten,  he  helped  with  the  farm  work,  and 
when  his  father  was  away,  assumed  many  responsibilities.  He  was  but  a  youth 
when  he  himself  went  into  the  woods.  As  a  young  man  he  went  to  North  Dakota 
and  did  farm  work  there.  April  28,  1898,  he  enlisted  at  Wahpeton,  N.  D.,  in 
Company  I,  First  Regiment,  North  Dakota  Volunteer  Infantry.  From  there  he 
went  to  Camp  Briggs,  Fargo,  where  he  drilled  until  May  29,  when  the  regiment 
was  sent  to  San  Francisco,  Calif.,  for  further  training  and  equipment.  On 
June  28  the  regiment' embarked  on  the  U.  S.  Transport  "Valencia,”  and  after  a 
trip  of  36  days  was  landed  at  Manila,  P.  I.,  Aug.  1.  There  with  many  other  west¬ 
ern  regiments  of  militia  and  several  units  of  regulars,  encampment  was  made 
at  Camp  Merritt  until  Aug.  13,  when  the  regiment  assisted  in  the  capture  from 
the  Spaniards  of  the  city  of  Manila.  Thereafter  the  regiment  was  assigned  to 
police  duty  in  Manila.  Feb.  4,  1899,  the  Insurrection  having  broken  out,  the 
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regiment  went  into  action  and  participated  in  22  engagements.  July  31  the 
regiment  embarked  on  the  U.  S.  Tranport  “Grant”  and  after  a  trip  of  28  days 
reached  San  Francisco.  There  the  men  were  given  a  period  of  rest,  recreation 
and  a  general  good  time  after  their  strenuous  experiences.  The  muster-out  was 
on  Sept.  25,  1899.  Upon  his  return,  Mr.  Stafne  located  at  Abercrombie,  N.  D. 
In  1903,  having  married,  he  brought  his  wife  to  the  old  homestead.  Here  they 
have  since  resided.  To  the  original  place  Mr.  Stafne  has  added  40  more  acres, 
so  that  he  now  has  120  acres.  He  has  built  up  a  good  place  indeed,  with  sightly 
buildings,  well  tilled  acres  and  excellent  equipment.  He  has  named  his  estate 
the  Valley  View  Farm,  and  everything  about  it  bespeaks  the  thrift  and  good 
judgment  of  the  owner.  He  has  a  good  herd  of  Holstein  cattle  and  belongs  to 
the  Barron  County  Holstein  Breeders’  Association.  As  a  man  of  wide  experi¬ 
ence,  who  has  fought  in  his  nation’s  uniform  under  his  country’s  colors,  it  is 
natural  that  Mr.  Stafne  should  be  a  leader  among  his  fellow  men.  He  has  been 
chairman  of  the  township,  and  as  such  did  most  excellent  service  for  both  town 
and  county.  He  has  also  been  a  member  of  the  board  of  supervisors.  For 
twelve  years  he  was  a  most  efficient  school  clerk,  and  he  is  now  giving  general 
satisfaction  as  town  treasurer.  In  each  of  these  positions  he  has  served  with 
dignity,  integrity  and  ability,  and  his  work  has  been  highly  valued.  He  is  a 
liberal  supporter  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church.  Mr.  Stafne  was  married 
at  Abercrombie,  N.  D.,  on  Oct.  11,  1900,  to  Toneta  Johnson  of  Starbuck,  Minn., 
who  was  born  in  Starbuck,  Minn.,  on  Nov.  7,  1879,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  J.  E.  Johnson.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  seven  children:  Anna, 
Edna,  Jennie,  Alice  and  Mabel  (twins),  Clifford  and  Evelyn. 

Ole  Engebretson,  an  honored  pioneer,  and  proprietor  of  the  well-kept 
Sunrise  Dairy  Farm,  in  section  32,  Vance  Creek  Township,  was  born  in  Norway, 
Dec.  26,  1850,  the  son  of  Edward  Olson  Engebretson  and  his  good  wife,  Anna. 
He  attended  the  parish  school  and  was  reared  to  farm  pursuits  by  his  father. 
In  the  early  seventies,  after  he  was  of  age,  he  borrowed  money  from  his  rela¬ 
tives  and  started  for  America.  His  first  location  was  at  La  Crosse,  Wis.,  where 
he  was  a  teamster  and  also  worked  at  other  employment.  A  year  later  he  came 
to  Menomonie,  Wis.  There  he  entered  the  employment  of  the  Knapp,  Stout  & 
Co.  For  that  concern  he  came  to  Prairie  Farm,  this  county,  as  a  sawyer.  There¬ 
after  he  worked  in  the  lumber  woods  five  winters  and  on  the  spring  drives  for 
four  springs.  In  1883  he  took  a  homestead  of  80  acres  in  section  32,  Vance 
Creek  Township.  After  his  marriage  in  1876,  he  lived  with  his  brother,  Ivor 
Engebretson,  and  later  moved  into  a  log  cabin,  16  by  20,  which  he  built  on  his 
own  place.  The  cabin  was  in  the  timber  and  there  were  no  roads  except  the 
tote  roads  of  the  lumberers.  The  bedstead,  chairs,  table  and  much  of  the  other 
furniture  was  made  by  hand  from  trees  and  poles  cut  on  the  place.  Mr.  Enge¬ 
bretson  often  brought  provisions  and  supplies  from  Prairie  Farm  Village  on 
his  back.  He  took  eggs  and  butter  to  the  store  there  on  a  “jumper,”  often  having 
to  chop  windfalls  out  of  the  road  in  order  to  maKe  his  way  along.  He  was 
fortunate  in  having  an  ox  team  and  a  cow.  On  one  occasion,  a  little  later,  he 
started  on  a  trip  with  the  ox  team  and  two  of  his  young  sons.  A  great  storm 
came  up,  trees  were  uprooted  and  blown  down  across  the  trails,  and  they  had 
to  spend  the  whole  night  in  the  open.  Thus  the  family  continued,  through 
hardships  and  privations,  and  gradually  built  up  a  good  farm.  Mr.  Engebretson 
added  40  acres  to  the  original  place,  gradually  cleared  up  the  land,  built  fences 
and  put  up  a  fine  set  of  buildings.  To  the  cultivation  and  development  of  the 
farm  he  has  since  devoted  his  attention.  He  now  has  a  good  place  and  has 
attained  a  well  deserved  success.  Mr.  Engebretson  is  a  substantial  and  respected 
man.  He  has  seen  the  county  develop,  he  has  taken  his  part  in  that  develop¬ 
ment,  and  his  influence  has  ever  been  used  in  behalf  of  those  things  which  he 
has  believed  to  be  right  and  just  and  advantageous  to  the  neighborhood.  He 
is  well  liked  by  his  friends  and  honored  for  what  he  has  been  able  to  accom¬ 
plish.  He  was  married  in  the  fall  of  1876  to  Abelone  Peterson,  who  was  born 
in  Norway,  Oct.  14,  1853,  and  died  in  Vance  Creek  Township  in  the  fall  of  1901. 
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He  had  wooed  her  in  Norway,  and  when  circumstances  permitted  wrote  to  her 
to  join  him  here.  She  was  a  most  worthy  woman,  kindly  and  generous,  and 
was  a  most  capable  and  cheerful  helpmeet.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Engebretson  had  ten 
children:  Edward,  Anna,  Gusta,  Margaret,  Anton,  Otto,  Carl,  Albert,  Lena  and 
Emma.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church  and  early 
services  of  the  local  congregation  were  held  in  their  little  log  cabin. 

Hans  Peter  Foss,  a  representative  citizen  who  has  built  up  a  good  place  in 
section  36,  Vance  Creek  Township,  was  born  in  Norway,  April  22,  1864,  the 
son  of  Martin  and  Bertha  Larson,  the  former  of  whom  was  a  hard  working 
shoemaker.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  and  educated  in  the  old 
country,  and  there  grew  to  adult  years.  In  1888  he  came  to  America  and  located 
in  Buena  Vista  County,  Iowa.  When  he  reached  the  place  of  his  future  employ¬ 
ment  he  had  just  ten  cents.  This  he  spent  for  tobacco,  and  thus  started  his 
career  here  with  nothing.  In  1890  he  located  in  Barron  County.  Thereafter  he 
spent  ten  winters  in  the  woods  and  a  number  of  springs  on  the  river  drives.  In 
the  meantime,  in  1890,  he  purchased  80  acres  in  section  36,  Vance  Creek  Town¬ 
ship.  In  1918  he  bought  80  acres  in  same  section,  making  a  farm  of  160  acres. 
About  four  acres  of  the  first  80  had  been  cleared  and  a  small  log  shack  erected. 
To  this  place,  in  1896,  he  took  his  bride.  They  started  in  with  but  little,  to 
establish  their  fortunes.  At  first  they  had  no  domestic  animals  but  a  cow.  It 
was  hard  work  cutting  down  the  trees,  grubbing  out  the  stumps,  dragging  the 
trees  and  stumps  away,  getting  in  the  crops,  and  harvesting,  all  by  hand.  In 
about  two  years  he  secured  a  pair  of  mules  and  then  the  work  went  a  little 
faster.  Gradually  he  developed  a  good  farm,  with  a  sightly  set  of  buildings 
and  excellent  equipment.  He  now  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and 
dairying  and  has  a  good  herd  of  cattle.  He  is  a  solid  and  substantial  citizen, 
who  is  interested  in  all  the  things  which  pertain  to  the  good  of  the  town.  At 
times  he  has  served  as  pathmaster.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  devout  members 
of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church  at  West  Akers  and  he  has  served  the 
congregation  as  trustee.  Mr.  Foss  was  married  in  April,  1896,  to  Mary  Edwards- 
datter,  who  was  born  in  Norway,  Dec.  29,  1863,  and  came  to  America  shortly 
before  her  marriage.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  seven  children:  Mamie, 
Anna  Ovidia,  Paul,  Inga,  Helma  and  Benedik,  who  died  in  infancy. 

Frank  W.  Halliday,  prosperous  merchant  of  Reeve,  Vance  Creek  Township, 
is  one  of  the  most  enterprising  and  influential  men  of  his  region.  He  was  born 
in  County  Armagh,  Ireland,  Aug.  14,  1866,  the  son  of  James  and  Marie  (Green) 
Halliday,  who  farmed  in  that  country.  He  was  educated  in  his  native  country, 
after  which  he  clerked  and  learned  the  mercantile  business.  In  1893  he,  with 
his  brother,  Jacob,  came  to  this  country.  From  Red  Wing,  Goodhue  County, 
Minn.,  where  they  first  stopped,  they  went  across  the  river  to  Pierce  County,  in 
this  state,  and  at  Trimbelle,  opened  a  store  in  partnership  with  another  brother, 
Edwin,  who  had  previously  come  to  this  country.  While  there,  Frank  W.  looked 
over  this  region  thoroughly  and  decided  that  Reeve,  in  the  center  of  a  rich 
dairy  county,  presented  an  excellent  opportunity  for  a  store.  Accordingly,  in 
1896,  he  came  here,  erected  a  building  and  opened  a  general  mercantile  estab¬ 
lishment.  This  store  he  has  since  conducted,  building  up  a  good  trade.  He  is  an 
energetic  business  man,  he  knows  how  to  buy  and  how  to  sell,  he  is  ever  mindful 
of  the  interests  of  his  patrons,  and  he  is  widely  known  for  his  fair  dealing  and 
good  judgment.  He  has  the  confidence  of  his  patrons,  and  his  trade  extends 
for  miles  around.  The  store  is  a  good  one  and  carries  a  full  line  of  everything 
likely  to  be  needed  in  the  rural  homes.  When  the  Reeve  postoffice  was  estab¬ 
lished  he  was  made  postmaster,  and  he  continued  in  this  position  until  the 
office  was  abolished.  In  1897,  one  year  after  he  came  here,  he  was  made  town 
clerk,  and  with  the  exception  of  one  year  when  he  was  out,  served  with  effi¬ 
ciency  in  that  position  until  1913,  winning  honor  for  himself  and  giving  general 
satisfaction  to  his  constituents.  In  many  ways,  he  has  assisted  in  upbuilding 
the  hamlet  and  vicinity.  He  helped  to  start  the  Farmers'  Cooperative  Creamery 
at  Reeve  and  served  for  a  while  as  its  secretary.  He  helped  to  organize  the 
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Reeve  Cemetery  Association.  He  also  assisted  in  organizing  the  Community 
Church,  now  the  United  Brethren,  and  was  one  of  the  charter  members  of  the 
local  lodge  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  at  Reeve.  His  interest  in  edu¬ 
cation  is  shown  by  his  service  on  the  school  board.  All  in  all,  he  is  an  active 
and  useful  citizen,  who  has  been  of  real  benefit  to  the  community.  He  is  a 
man  of  genial  temperament,  who  puts  his  whole  soul  into  everything  he  under¬ 
takes,  he  believes  that  everything  that  is  worth  doing  is  worth  doing  well,  and 
he  was  just  the  man  this  township  needed  in  the  days  of  its  rapid  development. 
Mr.  Halliday  was  married  on  Sept.  13,  1896,  at  Minneapolis  to  Louise  Emerson, 
who  was  born  in  Pierce  County  on  July  26,  1862,  the  daughter  of  C.  F.  and  Har¬ 
riet  (Morrison)  Emerson.  This  union  was  blessed  with  one  son,  William,  who 
was  born  at  Reeve  on  May  8,  1900,  passed  through  the  graded  schools,  gradu¬ 
ated  from  the  Clear  Lake  High  School  in  1920,  and  is  now  engaged  in  the  auto¬ 
mobile  business. 

Ole  Gulbrandson  Lee,  a  worthy  and  hard  working  early  settler,  now 
deceased,  was  born  in  Norway,  Aug.  25,  1836,  and  was  there  reared,  educated 
and  married.  In  1866  he  came  to  America,  bringing  his  wife  and  three  children. 
The  voyage  took  eight  weeks  aboard  a  sailing  boat,  from  Christiania  to  Quebec. 
People  of  the  present  generation  have  but  little  realization  of  such  a  trip.  Food 
was  scarce  and  not  of  the  best  quality,  comforts  were  few,  life  was  rigorous  in 
the  extreme.  To  make  matters  still  more  uncomfortable,  the  ship  was  loaded 
with  goats,  no  very  pleasant  companions  for  a  two  months’  voyage.  From 
Quebec  the  family  came  to  Madison,  this  state,  riding  in  cattle  cars  like  stock. 
After  looking  about  for  a  while  he  walked  to  Blanchardville,  in  Lafayette 
County,  this  state.  There  he  was  joined  by  his  family,  who  were  brought  from 
Madison  by  horse  team  by  his  brother-in-law,  Christ  Howett.  From  Blanch¬ 
ardville,  the  family  came  to  Menomonie,  Dunn  County,  this  state,  where  Mr. 
Lee  entered  the  employ  of  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  In  this  employ  he  became  familiar 
with  Barron  County  while  working  in  the  lumber  camps.  With  the  future  ever 
in  mind,  he  selected  a  tract  of  80  acres  of  railroad  land  in  section  35,  Vance 
Creek  Township,  but  was  unable  to  purchase  it  until  1884  when  it  came  into 
the  market.  Later  he  added  another  forty.  In  October,  1884,  he  settled  on  the 
land,  and  started  building  a  log  cabin,  he  and  his  family  living  with  a  neighbor, 
Knut  Hanson,  until  they  could  move  into  their  own  place.  They  had  but  little 
furniture  and  few  kitchen  utensils  and  dishes.  An  axe  was  about  the  only 
tool  he  had  until  spring  when  he  got  a  few  agricultural  implements.  When  he 
moved  into  the  cabin  he  had  $3  in  cash  and  only  about  a  week’s  provisions 
ahead.  The  nearest  market  was  far  away,  and  he  had  to  make  the  trip  on  foot, 
bringing  supplies  home  on  his  back.  The  cabin  was  lonely,  food  was  scarce, 
much  of  the  work  had  to  be  done  with  makeshifts  manufactured  on  the  place. 
But  Mr.  Lee  was  a  man  of  strength  and  fortitude,  he  was  willing  to  undergo 
hardships  for  the  sake  of  his  family’s  future,  and  he  worked  early  and  late, 
overcoming  obstacles  that  would  have  daunted  many  a  man  and  winning  success 
by  sheer  pluck  and  endurance.  His  family  was  also  possessed  of  some  of  the 
same  courage  and  all  toiled  together.  As  years  passed,  the  farm  was  devel¬ 
oped  and  life  became  more  comfortable.  Mr.  Lee  became  a  man  of  some 
importance  in  the  community,  and  served  the  town  as  supervisor  and  path- 
master  and  the  school  board  as  treasurer.  He  was  a  worthy  man  in  every 
respect,  and  his  death  May  5,  1921,  was  sincerely  mourned.  His  good  wife,  who 
was  his  faithful  helpmate  in  all  his  undertakings,  died  Dec.  12,  1913.  Mr.  Lee 
was  married  in  Norway,  to  Elise  Amundsdatter  Haugen,  who  was  born  April  7, 
1840.  This  union  was  blessed  with  nine  children:  Olia,  born  Feb.  22,  1861; 
Andrew,  born  Dec.  10,  1863;  Ingeborg,  born  Oct.  30,  1866;  Gunnil,  born  Sept. 
10,  1869  and  died  March  19,  1878;  Elise,  born  April  13,  1873;  Olava,  born  July 
1,  1875;  Gulbrand,  born  April  6,  1878;  Edward,  born  Oct.  4,  1879;  and  Olaf 
O.,  born  Jan.  14,  1882. 

Olaf  O.  Lee,  an  industrious  farmer  of  section  35,  Vance  Creek  Township, 
was  born  on  the  farm  in  Vance  Creek  Township,  Jan.  14,  1882,  the  son  of  Ole 


Digitized  by  Google 


c 


r 


Digitized  by  L^OOQle 


Digitized  by 


ARNT  O.  LIEN  AND  FAMILY 


HISTORY  OF  BARRON  COUNTY 


501 


Guldbranson  Lee  and  his  good  wife,  Elise  Amundsdatter  Haugen.  He  was 
reared  on  his  present  farm  and  attended  district  school  in  the  neighborhood. 
He  thoroughly  learned  farming  from  his  father  and  as  a  youth  assisted  in  the 
development  of  the  home  place.  He  took  over  the  farm  in  the  fall  of  1920  and 
has  since  conducted  it.  He  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairy¬ 
ing  and  has  a  good  herd.  Mr.  Lee  is  a  man  of  excellent  standing  in  the  com¬ 
munity,  and  is  well  liked  by  all  who  know  him.  He  was  married  April  30,  1908, 
at  the  bride’s  home  in  Vance  Creek  Township  to  Matilda  Grothe,  who  was  born 
in  this  township,  May  14,  1889,  the  daughter  of  Ole  and  Mary  Anderson,  early 
settlers.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  three  children:  Alice,  born  April 
21,  1908;  Inga,  Sept.  7,  1909;  and  Anna,  May  21,  1913. 

Amt  O.  Lien,  a  well-to-do  farmer  of  Vance  Creek  Township,  where  he  has 
lived  for  more  than  forty  years,  was  born  near  the  city  of  Trondhjem,  Norway, 
May  14,  1853,  son  of  Ole  and  Randi  Lieloken,  who  spent  the  span  of  their  years 
on  a  farm  in  Norway,  the  father  being  a  shoemaker  by  trade.  In  the  family 
there  were  eight  children.  Christine,  Ole,  Amt,  Carrie,  Andrew  and  John 
came  to  this  country.  Engebret  remained  in  Norway  and  an  unnamed  infant 
died  there.  Amt  was  reared  in  his  native  land,  received  the  rudiments  of  an 
education  in  the  parish  school,  and  learned  the  shoemakers’  trade  from  his 
father.  In  1877  he  came  to  this  country  and  found  his  way  to  Menomonie,  in 
Dunn  County,  this  state,  where  he  entered  the  employ  of  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co. 
Thereafter  for  this  company  he  worked  in  the  woods  for  many  winters.  In 
1881  he  secured  160  acres  in  section  26,  Vance  Creek  Township.  This  was  all 
wild  land  and  the  only  thoroughfare  was  an  old  trail  leading  across  a  corner. 
With  the  help  of  his  bride,  Mr.  Lien  put  up  a  log  cabin,  15  by  24  feet,  and  here 
they  started  homemaking.  At  first  Mr.  Lien  had  but  little  to  work  with. 
Grubbing  out  the  stumps  alone  was  a  task  indeed.  For  a  time  the  only 
domestic  animal  on  the  place  was  a  cow.  Often  Mr.  Lien  brought  in  provisions 
on  his  back  from  Prairie  Farm.  While  he  was  working  in  the  lumber  woods 
his  wife  stayed  at  home  looking  after  the  chores.  She  had  a  spinning  wheel, 
with  which  she  made  yarn  from  which  she  knit  caps,  socks  and  mittens.  After 
about  six  years  they  managed  to  get  a  yoke  of  oxen,  and  then  the  clearing  of 
the  farm  went  on  a  little  quicker.  As  the  years  passed  they  built  up  a  good 
farm  with  a  comfortable  home  and  good  barn  and  other  buildings.  Later  forty 
more  acres  were  added  in  section  22.  On  this  tract  Mr.  Lien  also  erected  a  set 
of  buildings.  In  1917  he  turned  the  original  place  over  to  his  son-in-law,  John 
Broten,  and  moved  to  the  new  place.  Mr.  Lien  has  taken  an  active  part  in 
the  general  affairs  of  the  community  for  many  year£  He  did  the  town  most 
excellent  service  as  an  official,  serving  one  year  as  supervisor,  two  years  as 
assessor  and  thirteen  years  as  treasurer.  He  was  conscientious  in  the  per¬ 
formance  of  the  duties  of  these  positions  and  gave  general  satisfaction.  He 
did  equally  good  work  as  clerk  of  the  school  board  for  about  twelve  years. 
The  Norwegian  Lutheran  congregation  at  Prairie  Farm  has  found  in  him  an 
active  and  conscientious  member  and  he  has  served  as  its  deacon  for  many 
years.  He  is  an  excellent  citizen  in  every  respect  and  is  held  in  high  esteem 
by  all  who  know  him.  He  was  married  at  Menomonie,  Wis.,  June  1,  1878,  to 
Gertie  Roaas,  who  was  born  in  Norway  Jan.  23,  1856,  one  of  the  eight  children 
of  Andrew  and  Mary  Roaas.  She  came  to  America  in  1877,  being  the  only 
one  of  her  family  to  emigrate.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lien  have  had  five  children. 
Oscar  (first)  is  dead.  Oscar  is  lineman  in  Sand  Creek,  Wis.  Minnie  is  at  home. 
Regna  is  the  wife  of  John  Broten.  Inga  is  at  home.  John  Broten,  who  operates 
the  original  farm,  was  born  at  Prairie  Farm  on  Sept.  15,  1890,  the  son  of  James 
and  Mary  (Peterson)  Broten.  He  was  married  August,  1914.  He  is  a  good 
fanner  and  a  good  citizen,  is  well  along  the  road  to  success  and  has  an  excellent 
reputation  throughout  the  township.  They  have  one  child,  Mareen  Genevieve. 

John  O.  Lien,  a  substantial  farmer  of  section  23,  Vance  Creek  Township, 
was  born  in  Norway  March  28,  1861,  the  son  of  Ole  and  Randi  Lien.  He  started 
attending  school  in  Norway.  At  the  age  of  twelve  in  1873  he  was  brought 
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to  America,  an  interesting  trip  indeed  for  a  boy  of  his  tender  years.  Ho 
completed  his  schooling  in  Prairie  Farm  Township  and  was  reared  to  farm 
pursuits.  As  a  youth  he  entered  the  employ  of  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  and  worked! 
for  them  eleven  years  as  a  sawyer  in  the  woods  winters  and  in  the  mills  at 
Menomonie  the  rest  of  the  year.  In  1884,  while  still  working  for  the  lumber 
company,  he  bought  80  acres  in  section  23.  To  this  place  he  moved  his  bride 
in  1886.  He  bought  a  cow  the  first  summer  and  in  time  was  able  to  get  an  ox 
team  also.  For  a  while  their  circumstances  were  hard  indeed.  They  had  but 
little  in  their  small  log  cabin  in  the  way  of  furniture  and  utensils,  and  he  had 
to  bring  provisions  on  his  back  from  Prairie  Farm,  some  miles  away.  His 
wife  spun  yarn  and  knit  socks,  caps  and  mittens.  In  time  their  hard  work 
resulted  in  success.  They  now  have  a  pleasant  home,  good  out  buildings,  and 
a  well  cultivated  farm,  all  of  which  their  industry  has  developed  from  the 
wilderness.  Mr.  Lien  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying. 
He  is  esteemed  for  his  good  sense  and  sound  judgment  and  is  a  man  of  solid 
worth  among  his  fellow  men.  He  was  married  at  Prairie  Farm  on  Sept.  19, 
1885,  to  Berit  Olesdatter  Hoel,  who  was  born  in  Norway  April  6,  1865,  the 
daughter  of  Ole  and  Anna  Hoel.  She  came  to  America  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lien  have  had  ten  children :  Odin  R.,  Lena  (wife  of  Andrew 
Rye  of  Vance  Creek),  Edward,  Gena,  wife  of  Fred  Benson  of  Clear  Lake,  Wis.; 
Anna,  wife  of  Howard  Hepburn,  postmaster  at  Prairie  Farm  Village,  this 
county;  Carl  and  Benedik;  Betina  and  Benedik  (first),  died  in  infancy.  The 
family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Anders  O.  Lien,  well  known  as  Andrew,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  section  13, 
Vance  Creek  Township,  at  one  time  a  leading  merchant  in  Prairie  Farm 
Village,  and  for  many  years  a  prominent  official  both  of  the  township  and 
village,  was  born  in  Rennebo,  Norway,  June  8,  1858,  the  son  of  Ole  and  Randi 
Lien,  who  spent  the  span  of  their  years  in  that  country.  Andrew  0.  was  reared 
there  and  attended  school.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  set  out  for  America, 
and  after  a  long  journey,  filled  with  many  incidents,  reached  Vance  Creek,  in 
this  county.  Here  he  worked  for  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  in  the  woods  winters  and 
on  the  drives  in  the  spring.  In  1879  he  located  on  80  acres  in  section  13,  Vance 
Creek  Township.  This  was  wild  railroad  land.  He  put  up  a  log  cabin  and  he 
and  his  wife  moved  into  it.  They  were  fortunate  in  having  a  bedstead  and  a 
sewing  machine,  a  stove  and  a  few  chairs,  and  some  kitchen  utensils  and 
dishes.  Other  things  in  the  way  of  furniture  were  manufactured  on  the  place. 
Mr.  Lien  often  made  trips  to  Prairie  Farm,  bringing  home  supplies  and  pro¬ 
visions  on  his  back.  Wh«i  the  first  child  was  born  he  brought  in  a  cradle  from 
Prairie  Farm  on  his  shoulders.  With  this  beginning  he  has  continued  to 
develop  a  farm  until  he  now  has  a  place  which  is  a  model.  It  is  larger  than 
the  average  farm  in  this  vicinity,  consisting  of  320  acres,  much  of  which  is 
broken  and  under  intensive  cultivation,  and  the  remainder  of  which  is  in  wild 
land  and  pasturage.  He  has  a  pleasant  home,  a  good  barn  and  suitable  out¬ 
buildings  equipped  with  a  number  of  conveniences.  His  tools,  implements  and 
machinery  are  of  the  best.  His  herd  is  of  the  Holstein  breed  and  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Holstein  Breeders’  Association.  In  the  interim  of  his  farm 
life  he  was  for  fourteen  years  identified  with  the  mercantile  life  of  Prairie 
Farm  Village.  In  1896  he  entered  the  employ  of  George  E.  Scott  there.  Six 
years  later,  in  1902,  he  entered  into  the  mercantile  business  for  himself.  In 
1910  he  sold  out  and  retired  from  the  mercantile  business.  While  in  the  village 
he  took  an  active  interest  in  its  affairs,  and  served  for  one  term  as  village 
president.  He  was  also  justice  of  the  peace  there.  In  the  township  he  has 
long  been  an  office  holder.  As  chairman  he  labored  for  reasonable  taxes,  and 
the  securing  of  the  best  results  from  the  least  expenditure  of  money.  As  a 
member  of  the  county  board  his  good  judgment  was  highly  commended.  He 
has  also  been  town  clerk,  justice  of  the  peace  and  assessor,  in  all  of  which 
positions  he  served  with  credit  to  himself  and  with  satisfaction  to  his  constit¬ 
uents.  As  the  father  of  children  he  has  been  interested  in  education,  and  has 
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done  good  work  as  a  member  of  his  school  board.  Mr.  Lien  was  married  at 
Vance  Creek  in  1878,  to  Betsey  Michaelson,  who  was  born  in  Rennebo,  Norway, 
the  daughter  of  Hendrik  Michaelson.  She  died  in  December,  1886,  leaving  one 
son,  Ole  C.,  a  farmer  of  this  township.  On  Nov.  2,  1890,  Mr.  Lien  was  married 
at  Prairie  Farm  to  Ragnild  Kleven,  who  was  born  in  Oier,  Norway,  Sept.  1, 
1870,  the  daughter  of  Ole  and  Maria  Kleven.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with 
five  children:  Bendik,  Olaf,  Edna,  Anna  and  Henry.  Bendik  married  Anna 
Peterson  and  resides  in  Minneapolis.  They  have  one  child. 

Ole  E.  Lien,  a  well  known  farmer  of  section  22,  Vance  Creek  Township, 
and  for  many  years  a  prominent  official,  is  one  of  the  real  leaders  among  his 
fellow  men,  and  his  life  has  meant  much  of  real  usefulness  to  the  community 
in  which  he  lives.  He  was  born  in  Norway  Oct.  15,  1875,  the  son  of  Engebret 
and  Mary  Lien,  who  spent  the  span  of  their  years  as  farmers  in  the  old 
country.  There  were  two  daughters  in  the  family,  Anna  and  Emma,  both  of 
whom  married  and  stayed  in  Norway.  Ole  E.  was  reared  in  that  country, 
learned  farming  from  his  father  and  attended  school  there.  At  the  age  of  17 
he  set  out  for  America  and  in  due  time  reached  this  country  and  joined  his 
uncle,  Arnt  Lien,  in  Vance  Creek  Township.  After  visiting  a  while  he  secured 
employment  with  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  In  all  he  worked  for  them  eight  winters 
in  the  woods  and  one  spring  on  the  river  drives,  in  the  meantime  working 
about  on  farms.  In  1898  he  purchased  his  present  place  of  80  acres  in  section 
22.  At  that  time  it  was  all  timber  and  no  buildings  had  been  erected.  He  did 
a  little  work  on  the  place  from  time  to  time  as  opportunity  permitted.  After 
a  while  he  put  up  a  small  frame  house,  and  in  this  in  1901*  he  and  his  bride 
started  housekeeping.  At  first  they  had  but  little  to  do  with,  either  in  home 
or  on  the  land.  But  they  set  to  work  with  a  will,  they  built  up  a  place  gradually, 
and  today  they  have  as  good  a  farm  as  is  to  be  found  in  the  neighborhood.  The 
home  is  a  pleasant  ten-room  house  equipped  with  electric  lights  and  other 
conveniences.  The  barns  and  outbuildings  are  adequate.  Mr.  Lien  success¬ 
fully  carries  on  general  farming  and  stock  raising  on  120  acres  of  well  improved 
land,  and  has  a  good  herd  of  Holstein  cattle.  For  nearly  ten  years  he  has 
been  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers  Co-operative  Creamery  of  Clear  Lake,  and 
has  been  active  in  its  affairs.  Mr.  Lien  is  widely  known  as  a  public  official, 
and  has  served  his  fellow  citizens  in  some  official  capacity  or  other  for  nearly 
twenty  years.  At  the  present  time  he  is  township  chairman,  having  served 
continuously  since  1912.  In  this  capacity  he  has  not  only  done  most  excellent 
work  for  the  township  in  the  interests  of  good  roads  and  good  government, 
but  has  also  been  prominent  on  the  county  board  and  is  on  several  important 
committees  of  that  body.  Previous  to  this  he  had  been  supervisor  of  the 
township  for  two  years.  For  two  years  he  also  did  most  excellent  work  as  town 
assessor.  For  nine  years  he  served  with  dignity  and  efficiency  as  town 
treasurer.  As  the  father  of  a  fine  family  of  children  he  has  taken  a  deep 
interest  in  education  and  has  been  a  member  of  the  school  board  about  twelve 
years.  Mr.  Lien  was  married  at  Prairie  Farm  June  26,  1901,  to  Lillie  Nelson, 
born  in  Vance  Creek  Aug.  29,  1881,  the  daughter  of  Fred  and  Olive  Nelson,  of 
this  township.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  ten  children:  Ingram,  Olga, 
Arthur,  Otis,  William,  Mabel,  Rosella,  Verna,  Clifford  and  Lavonne. 

Fredrick  Kuhnly,  for  some  yefirs  a  farmer  in  Maple  Grove  Township,  now 
deceased,  was  born  in  Germany,  and  was  there  reared  and  educated.  He  came 
to  America  as  a  youth  and  found  employment  on  farms  in  Ohio.  There  he 
met  and  married  Caroline  Borger,  a  native  of  that  state.  They  brought  their 
family  to  this  county  in  1883  and  bought  80  acres  in  section  16,  Maple  Grove 
Township.  This  tract  was  unimproved  and  only  about  12  acres  had  been  cut 
over.  He  cut  enough  timber  to  build  a  log  cabin  and  log  stable,  and  with  the 
help  of  his  family  started  getting  the  whole  farm  cleared  and  under  cultivation. 
In  time  they  developed  a  good  place,  put  up  frame  buildings,  and  successfully 
carried  on  general  farming.  In  1907  they  sold  out  and  he  and  his  wife  moved 
to  Barron.  In  1910  they  took  up  their  home  with  their  daughter,  Mrs.  John  W. 
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Hunt,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  Mr.  Kuhnly  dying:  April 
9,  1916,  and  Mrs.  Kuhnly  Feb.  28,  1911.  They  were  the  parents  of  eleven 
children:  Henry  0.  (deceased),  Philip  F.,  Margaret  S.  (deceased),  Jacob  W., 
Charles  M.  (deceased),  Emma  S.,  Daniel  0.,  Jennie  B.  (deceased),  Samuel  R., 
Benjamin  F.  and  Morris  E. 

John  W.  Hunt,  now  deceased,  who  was  a  substantial  farmer  of  80  acres  in 
section  11,  Maple  Grove  Township,  for  some  twenty  years,  was  bom  near 
Osceola,  Iowa,  son  of.Femie  and  Elizabeth  (Fretake)  Hunt,  natives  of  Ohio, 
who  as  young  people  came  to  Iowa,  farmed  there  for  many  years,  and  in  1880 
came  to  Barron  County  and  settled  in  Maple  Grove  Township.  John  W. 
attended  the  district  schools  of  his  native  township  and  worked  with  his  father 
for  many  years.  He  came  to  this  county  with  his  parents  and  acquired  a  farm 
of  80  acres.  He  cleared  55  acres,  erected  a  set  of  buildings  and  fences  and 
successfully  carried  on  general  farming.  In  1917  Mr.  Hunt,  with  his  family, 
moved  to  Idaho  for  the  benefit  of  his  health  and  while  there  engaged  in  making 
brick  with  his  brother,  William.  After  one  and  a  half  years  the  family  returned 
to  Barron  County  and  spent  a  year  and  a  half  in  Barron  City.  They  they  moved 
back  to  the  farm.  There  Mr.  Hunt  died,  June  11,  1911.  Since  his  death  his 
wife  is  carrying  on  the  place,  assisted  by  her  sons,  Clifford  and 
Norman.  She  is  a  most  worthy  woman,  well  thought  of  in  the  entire  com¬ 
munity.  The  family  worships  at  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Hunt 
was  married  April  30, 1893,  to  Emma  Kuhnly,  daughter  of  Fredrick  and  Caroline 
(Borger)  Kuhnly.  To  this  union  have  been  bom  seven  children:  Bessie  V., 
bora  Nov.  12,  189fc,  now  Mrs.  William  Jenness,  of  Ladysmith,  this  state;  Ray¬ 
mond  W.,  born  Dec.  29,  1897;  Clifford  D.,  born  Sept.  29,  1900;  Edma  K.,  bom 
Dec.  15,  1902,  and  now  attending  school  at  Ladysmith;  Norman  E.,  bom  Nov. 
28,  1905;  Agnes  E.,  born  May  16,  1908;  and  Dorothy  G.,  bora  Aug.  6,  1911. 
Raymond  W.  married  Viola  Johnson,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thor  H.  Johnson, 
of  Maple  Grove  Township,  and  is  farming  in  that  township. 

Albert  J.  Hoover,  a  solid  substantial  citizen  of  Maple  Grove  Township,  who 
is  farming  100  acres  in  section  33,  was  bom  July  23,  1870,  in  Kosciusko  County, 
Indiana,  son  of  Thomas  and  Mary  (Van  Ness)  Hoover,  natives  of  Ohio,  who 
spent  most  of  their  adult  years  in  Indiana,  where  the  father  was  a  railroad  man. 
The  father  died  April  22,  1911,  and  the  mother  March  22,  1881.  In  the  family 
there  are  ten  children:  Harvey  E.,  John,  Albert,  Belle,  Dora,  George  E.,  Nathan 
L.,  Henry  (deceased),  Grace  and  Ora.  Albert  J.  received  his  early  education 
in  Indiana  and  as  a  young  man  took  up  railroad  work.  Later  he  farmed  for 
a  while.  In  1887  he  came  to  Wisconsin  and  located  in  St.  Croix  County.  A 
year  later  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  worked  in  a  sawmill  in  Maple  Grove 
Township.  Then  he  went  to  the  Dakotas  for  a  short  time.  The  same  year  he 
came  back,  and  with  headquarters  in  Maple  Grove  Township,  worked  in  the 
pine  woods  in  the  winter  and  in  the  sawmills  in  the  summer.  In  1892  he  bought 
80  acres,  but  soon  afterward  sold  it.  Then  he  bought  40  acres  in  section  33, 
to  which  in  1904  he  added  40  acres,  and  in  1915  twenty  acres.  He  cleared  86 
acres  and  erected  a  suitable  set  of  buildings.  The  house  is  modern  and 
equipped  with  electric  lights  and  other  conveniences.  Mr.  Hoover  is  active 
in  the  affairs  of  the  community  and  has  served  on  the  town  and  school  boards. 
Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Modem  Woodmen. 
In  1921  Mr.  Hoover  rented  his  farm  and  moved  to  Cameron,  where  he  is  now 
living  in  well  -deserved  retirement.  Mr.  Hoover  was  married  May  29,  1892,  to 
Mary  Miller,  daughter  of  Alexander  and  Lucinda  (Mooney)  Miller,  natives 
respectively  of  Ohio  and  Indiana,  who  came  to  Barron  County  in  the  early  days, 
where  the  father  died  in  1901,  the  mother  now  making  her  home  in  Hillsdale 
Village.  In  the  family  there  were  three  children:  Mary,  Franklin  and  Susan. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hoover  are  the  parents  of  eight  children:  Earl  V.  was  bora  April 
16,  1893,  and  lives  in  Barron.  Alice  M.  was  bora  Nov.  5,  1894,  and  is  the  wife 
of  Herman  Williams,  of  Barron.  Grace  M.  was  born  Aug.  7,  1896,  and  is  the 
wife  of  Ben.  J.  Becker,  of  Barron.  Cody  A.  was  born  Jan.  13,  1900;  Merlyn  M. 
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was  bora  Dec.  6,  1901;  Niles  R.  was  born  April  30,  1904;  Hazel  M.  was  born 
June  29,  1906,  and  died  March  23,  1907;  Mildred  M.  was  born  June  29,  1908. 
The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

David  B.  Hulburt,  section  32,  west.  Maple  Grove  Township,  was  born  in 
Monroe  County,  Wis.,  Dec.  11,  1858,  son  of  Henry  M.  and  Lydia  A.  (Snyder) 
Hulburt,  natives  of  New  York  State.  He  received  his  education  in  the  district 
schools  of  his  native  county  and  remained  for  some  years  with  his  father,  also 
working  out  for  a  time.  In  1883  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  purchased  80 
acres  in  section  32,  west,  Maple  Grove  Township.  He  returned  to  Monroe 
County  and  worked  a  season,  and  then  located  on  his  Maple  Grove  farm  per¬ 
manently.  He  cleared  and  fenced  the  land,  erected  buildings,  acquired  suitable 
equipment  and  developed  a  farm.  Here  he  now  carries  on  general  farming, 
stock  raising  and  dairying.  He  is  a  prominent  man  in  the  community,  has 
given  good  satisfaction  as  a  member  of  the  town  board  of  supervisors,  served 
intelligently  and  efficiently  as  director  and  clerk  of  his  school  board  and  has 
been  a  capable  pathmaster.  Mr.  Hulburt  was  married  Nov.  30,  1899,  in  Maple 
Grove  Township  to  Alice  C.  Skinner,  daughter  of  Austin  and  Cordelia  (Pardee) 
Skinner,  natives  of  New  York  State,  who  came  to  Wisconsin  in  the  early 
sixties  and  settled  in  Monroe  County,  later,  in  1869,  coming  to  Barron  County, 
where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  Austin  Skinner  was  a  veteran 
of  the  Civil  War,  serving  throughout  the  conflict  in  a  Wisconsin  regiment  of 
volunteer  infantry.  In  the  Skinner  family  there  were  eight  children:  Elva, 
Albert  (deceased),  William,  Mary,  Mabel,  Ernest  (deceased),  Alice  and  Clement 
(deceased).  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hulburt  have  seven  children.  Lottie  was  born  Oct. 
24,  1891,  and  is  now  Mrs.  Earl  Eggleston,  of  Dallas;  Cordellia  A.  was  born 
Oct.  16,  1893,  and  is  now  Mrs.  Carl  Severson,  of  Dallas;  Elsie  D.  was  born 
Aug.  10,  1896;  Glen  A.,  Aug.  1,  1900;  Clement,  April  23,  1902;  Rena,  April  18, 
1905;  and  Lester,  Dec.  24,  1907.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Disciples  of 
Christ.  Clement  is  studying  for  the  ministry  in  the  International  Christian 
Bible  College,  at  Minneapolis.  Henry  M.  Hulburt  brought  his  family  to  Wis¬ 
consin  in  1857  and  settled  in  Monroe  County.  In  1891  he  went  to  Redwood 
Falls,  Minn.,  and  in  1896  came  to  Maple  Grove  Township,  this  county,  where 
he  died  in  May,  1906.  His  wife  died  in  August,  1919.  The  children  in  the 
family  were:  David,  Henry  (deceased),  Charlotte,  Edward,  Harriett,  Emily 
(deceased),  Alona  (deceased),  and  Luelia. 

Walter  R.  Hanson,  farmer,  section  21,  west,  Maple  Grove  Township,  was 
born  November  30,  1883,  in  the  Village  of  Pewaukee,  Wis.,  the  son  of  George 
and  Emma  (Billings)  Hanson,  natives  respectively  of  Denmark  and  Wisconsin, 
who  in  1903  came  to  Barron  County  from  Milton,  Wis.,  where  they  had  con¬ 
ducted  a  general  store,  and  bought  83%  acres  in  Maple  Grove  Township,  which 
they  operated  for  a  while.  George  Hanson  was  a  preacher,  and  preached  in 
this  neighborhood  for  several  years.  From  here  he  moved  to  Prairie  Farm, 
and  then  to  Frederic,  Wis.  In  the  family  there  were  three  children:  George 
E.,  Walter  R.  and  Lucille  May.  Walter  R.  received  his  early  education  in 
Janesville  and  in  1901  was  graduated  from  the  high  school  at  Milton  Junction. 
He  came  to  Barron  County  with  his  father  and  in  time  acquired  the  home  farm. 
In  addition  to  what  his  father  had  done,  he  has  cleared  thirty-five  acres  and 
erected  most  of  the  buildings  which  are  now  standing  on  the  place.  His  home 
is  a  pleasant  one  and  he  has  a  commodious  barn  furnished  with  Louden  equip¬ 
ment  and  an  Empire  Milking  Machine.  He  successfully  carries  on  genera] 
farming  and  is  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  the  community.  Mr.  Hanson  was 
married  Sept.  12,  1909,  to  Lida  West,  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  West  of 
this  county.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  two  children:  Walter  J.,  born 
Dec.  24,  1912,  and  Beulah  E.,  born  Aug.  12,  1915.  The  family  faith  is  that  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Peter  Hilson,  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Vance  Creek  Township,  was 
born  in  Norway,  attended  school  there  for  a  while  and  was  reared  to  farm 
pursuits.  Jn  1869  he  brought  his  wife,  Kari  Johnson,  and  four  children,  Hans, 


,y  Google 


506 


HISTORY  OF  BARRON  COUNTY 


Kari,  Mary  and  Christ,  to  the  United  States,  reaching  Menomonie,  Dunn 
County,  this  state,  June  24  of  that  year.  He  there  entered  the  employ  of  Knappv 
Stout  &  Co.  While  at  Menomonie,  one  of  the  children,  Christ,  was  taken  ill  and 
died.  In  1871  the  family  settled  on  40  acres  of  railroad  land  in  section  35, 
Vance  Creek  Township.  To  this  they  added  until  they  owned  160  acres.  He 
put  up  a  log  cabin  and  log  barn  and  started  farming  under  pioneer  conditions. 
For  several  years  his  only  domestic  animal  was  a  cow.  Later  he  got  a  yoke  of 
oxen.  For  some  years  he  had  to  bring  provisions  in  on  his  back.  Year  by  year 
he  prospered  and  in  time  had  a  good  place.  He  was  a  quiet  man  of  sturdy 
character,  pronounced  in  his  Christian  belief  and  practice,  and  was  a  faithful 
adherent  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church.  He  died  June  24,  1897,  at  the 
age  of  74  years.  His  wife  died  Nov.  9,  1896.  One  child,  Christens,  was  born  in 
Dunn  County,  Feb.  2,  1870. 

Ole  O.  Gravermoen,  a  well-to-do  farmer  of  section  26,  Vance  Creek  Town¬ 
ship,  is  representative  of  the  early  settlers  who  came  to  this  region  with  no 
resources  save  their  energy,  integrity  and  ability,  and  by  unremitting  toil 
achieved  success.  He  was  born  in  Norway,  Jan.  13,  1855,  and  there  grew  to 
manhood  as  a  farmer.  He  married  Helena  Drolsum  in  1879,  and  one  child, 
Olaf,  was  born  in  that  country.  In  1881  he  brought  his  wife  and  son  to  this 
country.  When  he  reached  Deer  Park,  in  St.  Croix  County,  this  state,  he  had 
only  a  few  cents  in  money.  He  at  once  found  employment  and  worked  on  a 
farm  for  four  months.  Then  he  located  at  Clear  Lake,  in  Polk  County,  where 
for  six  years  he  was  employed  in  the  sawmills.  While  there  another  child, 
Anna,  was  born.  Shortly  after  her  birth,  his  wife  died,  and  Dec.  24,  1883,  he 
married  Kari  Hilson,  who  was  born  in  Norway,  April  8,  1863,  the  daughter  of 
Peter  and  Kari  (Johnson)  Hilson,  who  brought  her  to  this  country  in  1869.  A 
year  or  two  after  his  marriage,  he  took  his  family  to  Ashland  Junction,  Ash¬ 
land  County,  this  state,  where  he  was  employed  as  a  railroad  section  hand.  Two 
years  later  he  came  to  Vance  Creek  Township,  and  rented  a  farm  for  two  years. 
In  1891  he  bought  80  acres  of  his  present  tract  of  160  acres  in  section  26,  Vance 
Creek  Township.  This  was  all  wild  and  no  buildings  had  been  erected.  He 
started  in  to  develop  a  farm  with  but  little  more  than  his  hands  and  a  few 
tools.  He  put  up  a  log  house  and  moved  his  family  into  it.  Provisions  had  to 
be  brought  in  from  far  away  stores  and  the  trip  through  the  woods  was  made 
afoot,  ofttimes  amid  real  dangers.  At  first  his  only  domestic  animal  was  a 
cow.  Later  he  bought  a  pair  of  six-months-old  colts  and  in  time  trained  them 
as  a  pair  of  horses.  For  some  years  he  continued  to  work  in  the  woods  winters, 
leaving  his  wife  to  look  after  things  at  the  little  cabin.  Gradually  he  built  up 
a  good  place  and  achieved  success.  He  has  a  pleasant  home,  a  good  barn  and 
suitable  outbuildings,  and  his  equipment  is  adequate.  He  carries  on  general 
farming  and  dairying  and  has  a  good  herd.  As  one  of  the  representative  men 
of  the  community  he  has  done  good  service  on  the  town  board  and  on  the 
school  board.  The  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church  has  found  in  him  a  loyal 
supporter,  and  he  is  now  serving  as  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  congregation  at 
West  Akers  Church  in  Dunn  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gravermoen  had  twelve 
children:  Helma,  Susie,  Odin,  Edward,  Clara,  Mabel,  Georgia,  Gust,  Ida,  Wil¬ 
liam,  Harry  and  Olga.  These  with  Olaf  and  Anna  constitute  as  fine  a  family 
as  will  be  found  in  the  county.  All  are  doing  well  in  their  respective  walks  in 
life,  and  all  are  .highly  regarded  by  all  who  know  them. 

Henry  Clay  Samples,  now  deceased,  for  many  years  one  of  the  most 
estimable  citizens  of  section  30,  Vance  Creek  Township,  where  he  built  up  a 
model  farm  which  is  still  in  the  family,  and  which  has  long  been  one  of  the 
landmarks  in  this  vicinity,  represented  a  most  excellent  type  of  Wisconsin 
citizenship.  Upright  in  character,  genial  in  temperament,  kindly  and  pleasant 
in  bearing,  a  man  who  loved  his  home  and  home  life,  he  was  a  faithful  husband, 
an  understanding  and  affectionate  father,  an  agreeable  companion,  a  loyal 
friend  and  a  useful  citizen.  He  was  born  near  Charleston,  W.  Va.,  on  a  farm, 
March  8,  1848,  the  son  of  Henry  Clay  and  Hulda  Samples,  of  Scotch-Irish 
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descent.  He  was  reared  on  the  home  farm,  and  as  a  youth  learned  the  cooper’s 
trade,  which  he  followed  in  Charleston  and  vicinity  for  some  years.  As  a 
young  man  he  determined  to  seek  the  broader  opportunities  of  the  west. 
Accordingly,  he  brought  his  wife  and  children  to  Minnesota,  and  after  living 
a  short  time  in  Waseca,  Minn.,  located  on  a  farm  in  Kilkenny  Township,  Le 
Sueur  County.  There  he  remained  for  seven  years.  In  1896  he  came  to  Vance 
Creek  Township,  and  selected  80  acres  of  land  in  section  30,  Vance  Creek 
Township.  The  tract  was  away  from  the  main  highways,  but  a  trail  had  been 
cut  which  eventually  developed  into  a  road.  About  two  and  a  half  acres  of  the 
place  had  been  cleared.  Mr.  Samples  cleared  a  little  more,  and  put  up  a  log 
house,  24  by  16  feet,  and  a  log  barn.  Then  he  brought  his  family  here  in  1897. 
He  drove  them  in  with  a  three-horse  team,  bringing  his  household  goods,  and 
leading  four  cows.  The  county  was  already  fairly  well  settled,  railroad  facili¬ 
ties  had  been  established,  there  were  many  prosperous  villages,  but  Mr.  Samples 
started  in  as  had  the  pioneers  some  twenty  years  before.  He  gradually  cleared 
up  the  land,  and  in  time  developed  a  good  place.  He  built  a  substantial  brick 
house,  a  commodious  barn  and  other  buildings,  beautified  the  yard,  improved 
the  fields,  constructed  fences  and  secured  suitable  equipment.  Here  he  success¬ 
fully  carried  on  general  farming  and  dairying  until  his  lamented  death,  Sept. 
16,  1920.  Mr.  Samples  was  essentially  a  home  man,  who  took  his  greatest  pride 
and  joy  in  his  own  household.  He  was  a  tender  and  loving  husband,  an  un¬ 
derstanding  and  generous  father,  a  loyal  friend  and  a  pleasant 
companion.  He  quietly  went  his  way  in  life,  doing  his  duty  as  he  saw  it,  and 
his  daily  conduct  represented  everything  that  was  wholesome  and  good.  Mr. 
Samples  was  married  at  Elk  View,  W.  Va.,  March  17,  1869,  to  Cynthia  Jane 
Milton,  who  was  born  in  that  place,  Dec.  28,  1853,  and  died  Sept.  27,  1920,  out¬ 
living  her  honored  husband  but  a  few  days.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Samples  had  twelve 
children,  eight  sons  and  four  daughters.  Four  of  the  sons  are  now  living, 
namely,  Sidney,  Henry,  Albert  and  George  Edward.  Sidney  and  Henry  own 
the  home  farm  and  Albert  works  with  them.  George  Edward,  the  youngest,  is 
a  butter  maker  by  trade.  He  was  in  the  service  of  his  country  in  the  great 
World  War,  and  is  now  living  in  Glenwood  City,  Wis.  He  was  born  in  Kilkenny, 
Le  Sueur  County,  Minn.,  July  3,  1891.  The  sons  who  are  deceased  are  Farley 
Monroe,  William,  Joseph  and  Benjamin.  Farley  Monroe  and  William  were 
buried  at  Elk  View,  W.  Va.;  Joseph  at  Frankfort,  Ind.,  and  Benjamin  at  Cor- 
dovia,  Minn.  All  died  in  childhood.  The  four  daughters  are  as  follows:  Mary 
Luvena,  who  married  Anthony  Kurtz,  and  lives  on  a  fine  farm  in  Glenwood, 
Wis.,  having  a  fine  family  of  boys  and  girls;  Elizabeth,  who  married  Abel 
Black,  residing  three  miles  from  the  old  home,  with  a  fine  family;  Pearl  Estella, 
who  married  Nathan  Nelson  and  resides  on  a  farm  adjoining  the  home  farm; 
and  Nellie. 

Sidney  Samples,  an  energetic  farmer  of  section  30,  Vance  Creek  Township, 
was  born  in  Jerrett  Township,  Kanawaha  County,  W.  Va.,  Jan.  5,  1876,  the 
son  of  Henry  Clay  and  Cynthia  Jane  (Milton)  Samples.  He  was  reared  and 
educated  in  his  native  state,  spent  a  part  of  his  youth  in  Le  Sueur  County, 
Minn.,  and  was  just  of  age  when  he  came  to  this  place  with  his  parents.  Here 
for  ten  seasons  he  worked  in  the  lumber  woods  winters  and  on  the  river  drives 
in  the  springs.  Aside  from  that,  he  has  devoted  his  attention  to  the  home 
farm,  assisting  his  parents  in  its  development  and  operation.  In  1920  he  and 
his  brother,  Henry,  took  over  the  place.  They  are  successfully  carrying  on 
general  farming  and  dairying  and  have  a  good  herd  of  Guernseys,  both  being 
stockholders  in  the  Clear  Lake  Creamery  at  Clear  Lake  and  Reeve,  Wis.  Mr. 
Samples  takes  his  part  in  everything  which  he  believes  to  be  for  the  betterment 
of  the  community,  he  is  popular  and  held  in  high  esteem,  and  his  judgment 
and  opinions  are  respected  by  all  who  know  him. 

Henry.  Samples,  a  well  known  farmer  of  section  30,  Vance  Creek  Township, 
was  born  in  Kilkenny  Township,  Le  Sueur  County,  this  state,  Feb.  28,  1889,  the 
son  of  Henry  Clay  and  Cynthia  Jane  (Milton)  Samples.  He  started  attending 
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district  school  in  his  native  county,  and  after  being  brought  to  this  county  at 
the  age  of  nine,  continued  his  studies  in  the  district  schools  of  Vance  Creek 
Township.  As  a  youth,  being  determined  to  follow  fanning  as  a  life  work,  and 
desiring  to  thoroughly  perfect  himself  along  that  line,  he  entered  the  agricul¬ 
tural  course  of  the  E.  M.  C.  Missionary  College  at  Berrien  Springs,  Mich.,  where 
he  is  still  a  student.  He  helped  his  parents  with  the  development  of  the  home 
place,  and  in  1920  he  and  his  brother,  Sidley,  became  the  owners.  They  are 
carrying  on  general  farming  and  dairying  along  the  latest  approved  lines,  and 
have  a  good  herd  of  Guernseys,  both  being  stockholders  in  the  Clear  Lake 
Creamery  at  Clear  Lake  and  Reeve.  Mr.  Samples  is  one  of  the  representative 
men  of  the  community  and  has  its  best  interests  at  heart.  A  man  of  broad 
mind  and  wide  reading,  he  keeps  thoroughly  abreast  of  the  times,  in  both 
politics  and  farming,  and  he  is  already  making  good  strides  along  the  road  of 
success.  He  is  well  liked  by  all  who  know  him,  he  is  honored  for  his  work  and 
worth,  and  is  held  in  substantial  esteem. 

Albert  Samples,  section  30,  Vance  Creek  Township,  is  one  of  the  estimable 
and  hard  working  young  men  of  this  vicinity.  He  is  a  native  of  this  county, 
born  on  the  place  where  he  still  resides,  Sept.  26,  1885,  the  son  of  Henry  Clay 
and  Cynthia  Jane  (Milton)  Samples.  He  attended  the  district  school  of  the 
neighborhood,  learned  farming  from  his  father  and  brothers,  and  has  always 
remained  at  home.  He  is  prominent  in  the  social  doings  of  the  neighborhood, 
and  is  regarded  as  a  solid  and  useful  citizen.  He  was  married  in  Minnesota 
on  June  9,  1921,  to  Mrs.  Hazel  Fink,  who  was  born  in  Walworth  County,  Wis., 
on  Nov.  22,  1892,  the  daughter  of  Henry  and  Claira  Gulvin. 

Lars  Woxen,  an  industrious  and  genial  citizen  of  Section  36,  Vance  Creek 
Township,  is  a  native  of  this  county,  coming  of  one  of  the  early  families.  He 
was  born  in  a  log  cabin  on  section  30,  Prairie  Farm  Township,  this  county,  Feb. 
10,  1878,  the  son  of  Christian  and  Randi  (Sorenson)  Woxen.  He  attended  the 
old  log  school  in  his  neighborhood,  and  learned  farming  from  his  father  while 
helping  to  develop  the  pioneer  homestead.  For  eight  seasons  he  worked  in 
lumber  camps.  In  1912  he  bought  a  tract  of  land  in  section  8,  Prairie  Farm 
Township.  In  1914  he  bought  his  present  place  of  80  acres.  It  was  then  partly 
cleared.  He  now  has  a  good  set  of  buildings  and  a  well  improved  farm,  prop¬ 
erly  equipped.  He  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  and 
has  a  good  herd  of  Holsteins  and  good  Percheron  horses.  Mr.  Woxen  is  a  man 
held  in  the  highest  respect  and  esteem  by  all  who  know  him,  and  his  judgment 
is  regarded  with  value. 

Emil  O.  Schneider,  the  prosperous  and  progressive  owner  of  the  fertile 
White  Star  Dairy  Farm,  section  22,  Vance  Creek  Township,  was  born  at 
Lebanon,  Wis.,  Dec.  6,  1876,  the  son  of  Charles  and  Bertha  (Piper)  Schneider. 
Charles  Schneider  was  born  in  Germany,  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carl  Schnei¬ 
der,  and  was  brought  to  this  country  as  a  boy  of  four  years.  He  was  reared 
in  Dodge  County,  Wis.,  and  there  married  Bertha  Piper,  who  was  also  born  in 
Germany  and  brought  to  Dodge  County  when  she  was  about  ten  years  old.  A 
few  years  after  his  marriage  he  moved  his  family  to  Janesville  Township, 
Le  Sueur  County,  Minn.,  where  he  farmed  eight  years  and  then  removed  to 
Elysian,  where  he  successfully  operated  a  furniture  store  for  the  remainder 
of  his  life,  and  where  his  widow  is  still  living.  Emil  O.  was  reared  and  educated 
in  Minnesota,  and  learned  farming  from  his  father.  When  he  was  of  age  he 
went  back  to  Dodge  County  and  farmed  for  his  Grandfather  Schneider  for  a 
while.  Later  he  once  more  returned  to  Elysian  and  farmed.  In  1903  he  came 
to  Barron  County  and  secured  80  acres  in  section  22,  Vance  Creek  Township, 
which  he  still  owns  and  operates.  The  land  was  then  practically  all  wild.  A 
little  clearing  had  been  made  and  a  small  frame  house,  14  by  16  feet,  and  a 
small  log  barn  had  been  erected.  He  moved  into  the  small  house  with  his  wife 
and  two  sons,  and  started  in  with  a  will  to  establish  his  fortunes.  At  first  his 
domestic  animals  consisted  of  a  team  of  horses  and  five  cows,  brought  from 
Minnesota.  Gradually,  by  hard  work  and  unremitting  toil,  and  by  persevering 
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through  many  discouragements,  he  has  built  up  d  fine  place,  loyally  assisted 
by  his  family.  To  the  original  tract  he  has  added  80  acres  more.  He  has  a 
sightly  nine-room  brick  residence,  a  commodious  barn  and  other  outbuildings, 
and  the  best  of  equipment.  Here  he  successfully  carries  on  general  farming 
and  has  a  good  herd  of  Holstein  cattle.  He  has  taken  an  active  part  in  public 
life  since  he  first  came  here,  and  has  done  most  excellent  service  for  three 
years  as  a  member  of  the  town  board,  his  especial  interest  being  in  good  roads 
and  in  securing  for  the  town  the  utmost  benefit  out  of  every  penny  paid  in 
taxes.  He  is  a  pleasant,  energetic  man,  with  good  judgment  and  a  determination 
to  make  his  farm  as  good  a  one  as  can  be  found  in  the  neighborhood,  and  his 
efforts  have  been  crowned  with  a  well  merited  success.  Mr.  Schneider  was 
married  at  Elysian,  Minn.,  Jan.  4,  1899,  to  Rose  Marketan,  who  was  born  at 
Elysian,  March  29,  1878,  the  daughter  of  Wencel  and  Roselia  (Fijala)  Marketan. 
This  union  has  been  blessed  with  two  sons,  Arthur  and  Walter.  Both  are  ener¬ 
getic  and  efficient  young  men,  who  are  popular  in  the  community,  and  stand 
well  with  all  who  know  them.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 

Ole  H.  Stafne,  a  substantial  early  settler,  now  deceased,  who  lived  for 
many  years  on  his  original  homestead  in  section  12,  Vance  Creek  Township, 
was  born  in  Norway,  Feb.  11,  1848,  the  son  of  Hagen  and  Anna  Stafne,  who 
spent  the  span  of  their  years  in  that  country.  He  was  reared,  educated  and 
married  in  his  native  land,  and  there  two  of  his  children  were  born.  In  1883, 
he  brought  his  family  to  the  United  States  and  located  at  Menomonie,  Wis., 
where  he  entered  the  employ  of  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.,  working  in  the  mill  there 
in  the  summer  and  going  into  the  woods  in  the  winter.  Soon  thereafter  he 
took  a  homestead  of  40  acres  in  section  12,  Vance  Creek  Township,  built  a 
cabin,  20  by  26  feet,  and  moved  his  family  into  it.  It  was  in  the  real  wilds,  away 
from  roads  and  trails,  and  far  from  the  nearest  neighbors.  He  had  but  little 
in  the  way  of  furniture,  utensils  and  tools,  and  at  first  not  even  enough  money 
to  get  a  sack  of  flour.  But  he  was  ingenious,  he  made  furniture  from  poles  and 
logs  on  the  place,  and  he  fixed  up  crude  contrivances  to  aid  him  in  getting  his 
farm  started.  For  some  years  he  had  to  bring  provisions  and  supplies  in  on 
his  back  from  Prairie  Farm.  It  was  two  years  before  he  got  a  cow.  In  time 
hard  work  brought  prosperity.  He  added  another  40  in  the  same  section,  and 
40  more  in  section  7,  Prairie  Farm  Township.  He  cleared  up  a  part  of  the 
land,  developed  well  cultivated  fields,  put  up  fences,  secured  suitable  equip¬ 
ment  and  erected  a  pleasant  home,  a  good  barn  and  other  buildings.  Here  for 
many  years  he  successfully  carried  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  He  was 
a  man  of  influence  in  the  community,  his  opinions  were  respected  and  he  was 
held  in  high  regard.  He  was  an  excellent  example  indeed  of  the  men  who  left 
the  beloved  scenes  of  their  youth,  to  seek  here,  wider  opportunities  for  their 
children.  After  a  long  and  useful  life,  he  died  Nov.  4,  1918.  His  wife  still 
makes  her  home  on  the  home  place.  Mr.  Stafne  was  married  in  Norway,  in 
August,  1877,  to  Marit  N.  Sather,  who  was  born  in  that  country,  Dec.  15,  1846. 
This  union  was  blessed  with  four  children.  The  two  born  in  Norway  were 
Nels  and  Anna.  Ole  (first)  was  born  March  8,  1884,  and  died  in  infancy.  The 
other  son,  Ole,  is  still  on  the  home  place. 

Ole  O.  Stafne,  a  popular  farmer  of  section  12,  Vance  Creek  Township,  was 
born  on  the  place  where  he  still  resides,  Oct.  17,  1888,  the  son  of  Ole  H.  and 
Marit  N.  Sather.  He  was  reared  on  the  home  place  and  attended  school  in  the 
neighborhood.  He  learned  farming  from  his  father,  and  gradually  took  over 
the  responsibilities  of  the  place.  He  now  successfully  carries  on  general 
farming  and  dairying  and  has  a  good  herd.  He  is  a  man  highly  regarded  in  the 
community,  a  good  farmer  and  a  good  business  man,  and  he  is  making  good 
strides  along  the  road  to  success.  He  is  a  shareholder  in  the  Clear  Lake 
Cooperative  Creamery.  He  was  married  Nov.  17,  1921,  to  Mabel  Morrison  of 
Bowman,  N.  D. 

John  O.  Flaw,  an  early  settler  of  Vance  Creek  Township,  now  deceased, 
was  born  in  Norway  Aug.  13,  1823,  and  was  there  reared  and  educated.  There 
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also  he  married.  In  the  middle  seventies  he  started  for  the  United  States  with 
his  wife,  Carrie,  and  his  two  children,  Ingeborg  and  Hannah.  His  bright  hopes 
were  rudely  shattered  at  the  very  start,  for  on  the  journey  from  their  home 
to* the  seaboard,  the  family  was  in  a  railroad  accident,  and  the  wife  killed. 
But  he  continued  his  journey  with  his  two  motherless  children,  and  in  due 
time  reached  Menomonie,  Dunn  County,  this  state.  There  he  married.  The 
next  year  he  brought  his  family  to  section  24,  Vance  Creek  Township,  where 
he  homesteaded  160  acres.  He  built  a  log  cabin  in  the  woods  and  located  his 
family  in  it.  Everything  that  he  had  in  the  way  of  furniture,  furnishings, 
utensils,  tools  and  supplies  he  brought  in  on  his  back  from  Menomonie.  Some 
of  the  furniture  and  some  of  the  things  he  used  in  his  farming  he  made  from 
logs  and  poles  on  the  place.  When  he  started  he  had  a  cow,  which  he  drove 
in  from  Menomonie.  After  a  while  he  raised  a  pair  of  oxen  from  calves.  Then 
the  work  of  clearing  up  the  farm  went  quicker.  In  the  winter  time  Mr.  Flaw 
continued  to  work  in  the  lumber  woods.  He  was  employed  in  the  lumber  camps 
during  the  logging  season  in  one  capacity  or  another  until  he  was  seventy 
years  of  age,  a  remarkable  record  indeed.  In  the  meantime  he  built  up  a  good 
farm  and  did  his  duty  in  every  way  as  a  good  citizen  of  the  township  which 
he  had  chosen  for  his  home.  He  died  Feb.  7,  1896.  He  was  a  most  estimable 
man  in  every  respect,  who  did  his  duty  in  life  as  he  found  it,  he  worked  hard 
and  achieved  well  deserved  success,  and  his  death  was  sincerely  mourned. 
Mrs.  Flaw  is  still  living  on  the  home  place.  Her  maiden  name  was  Christena 
Lien.  She  was  born  in  Norway  on  June  7,  1844,  the  daughter  of  Ole  and  Randi 
Lien.  She  and  her  husband  had  three  children:  Randina  (deceased),  Ole  J., 
farming  the  home  place;  and  Albertina,  the  wife  of  Louis  Hanson,  of  Vance 
Creek.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Ole  J.  Flaw,  a  prosperous  and  energetic  farmer  of  section  24,  Vance  Creek 
Township,  was  born  in  a  log  cabin  on  the  place  where  he  still  resides,  Feb.  7, 
1879,  the  son  of  John  0.  and  Christena  (Lien)  Flaw,  early  settlers.  He  was 
reared  on  the  home  place,  attended  the  district  school,  and  learned  farming 
from  his  father.  For  several  seasons  he  worked  in  the  lumber  woods.  He  was 
still  in  his  youth  when  he  took  over  the  management  of  the  home  farm.  He 
has  continued  the  improvements  started  by  his  father  and  now  has  a  good 
place  in  every  respect.  He  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying 
and  has  a  good  herd.  Mr.  Flaw  is  one  of  the  popular  men  of  the  community, 
a  good  farmer  and  a  good  citizen,  and  he  is  already  well  along  the  road  to 
success.  He  was  married  in  Vance  Creek  Township  Dec.  81,  1910,  to  Emma 
Saugstad,  who  was  born  in  this  township  Jan.  1,  1890,  the  daughter  of  Arnt 
and  Gundhild  Saugstad.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Flaw  have  four  children:  Gladys,  born 
Oct.  8,  1911;  Jennie,  born  March  2,  1913;  Alfred,  born  Aug.  9,  1917,  and 
Clarence,  born  Oct.  21,  1919. 

Arnt  E.  Saugstad,  who  has  lived  for  nearly  forty  years  on  section  12,  Vance 
Creek  Township,  where  he  has  developed  a  good  farm,  was  born  in  Norway 
April  26,  1861,  the  son  of  Ingebret  and  Gertrude  Lien,  also  natives  of  that 
country.  The  mother  died  when  Arnt  was  a  small  boy  and  he  was  reared  by 
his  grandparents,  Ingebret  and  Mary  Saugstad,  whose  name  he  took.  He 
attended  school  in  his  native  land  and  became  a  farmer.  In  1882,  after  reaching 
his  majority,  he  came  to  America.  Upon  reaching  Wisconsin  he  entered  the 
employ  of  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.,  with  headquarters  at  Prairie  Farm  Village, 
Barron  County,  and  worked  twelve  winters  in  the  lumber  woods  and  one  spring 
on  the  river  drives.  In  the  meantime  he  devoted  his  time  to  farming.  In  1885 
he  secured  40  acres  of  wild  land  in  section  12,  Vance  Creek  Township,  to  which 
he  later  added  40  acres  more,  and  still  later  another  40,  making  in  all  a  farm 
of  120  acres.  When  he  purchased  it,  it  was  all  wild  land.  He  put  up  a  log 
cabin,  cleared  a  small  space,  and  started  farming  as  best  he  could.  Trips  to 
Prairie  Farm  Village  for  supplies  had  to  be  made  afoot.  Tools  and  implements 
were  few.  Most  of  the  work  had  to  be  done  by  hand.  The  first  year  he  man¬ 
aged  to  get  a  cow,  but  it  was  not  until  later  that  he  secured  a  yoke  of  oxen. 
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Gradually  as  the  result  of  hard  work  conditions  improved.  By  industry  and 
frugality,  ably  aided  by  his  wife,  and  his  children  as  they  grew  old  enough, 
he  has  built  up  a  good  place.  He  has  a  pleasant  and  comfortable  home,  a  good 
barn  and  other  buildings,  and  a  well-kept  farm,  with  substantial  fences  and 
suitable  equipment.  He  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairy¬ 
ing,  and  has  an  excellent  herd  of  graded  cattle.  He  is  a  representative 
citizen,  going  his  way  quietly  in  life,  and  doing  his  duty  in  every  way  as  he 
sees  it.  He  believes  in  everything  that  is  good  and  wholesome,  and  has  found 
his  greatest  pleasure  in  his  home.  Mr.  Saugstad  was  married  on  July  19, 
1884,  to  Gunhild  Hoel,  who  was  born  in  Norway,  Nov.  12,  1856,  the  daughter 
of  Ole  and  Hannah  Hoel.  The  father  brought  the  family  to  America  in  1884. 
The  mother  died  in  Norway.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Saugstad  have  eight  children :  Ole, 
Hannah,  Ingeborg,  Emma.  Ida,  Ingebret,  Melvin  and  Anna.  Ole  lives  in 
Vance  Creek  township.  He  married  Olivia  Olson,  who  died  in  February,  1920, 
leaving  four  children:  Arnold,  Clara,  Eleanor  and  Floyd.  Hannah  married 
H.  M.  Heyer  and  lives  in  Clayton.  They  have  six  children:  Olga,  George, 
Esther,  Alma,  Florence  and  Harlan.  Ingeborg  died  at  the  age  of  ten  months. 
Emma  married  Ole  J.  Flaw  of  Vance  Creek.  They  have  four  children: 
Gladys,  Jennie,  Alfred  and  Clarance.  Ida  grew  to  gracious  young  womanhood 
and  died  at  the  age  of  twenty.  Ingebret  has  conducted  the  home  farm  for 
several  years  past.  He  was  born  and  reared  here,  passed  through  the  public 
schools,  and  learned  farming  from  his  father.  He  is  one  of  the  active, 
energetic  young  men  of  the  community,  taking  his  full  share  in  the  affairs 
of  the  town,  and  is  well  liked  by  all  who  know  him.  Melvin  died  at  the  age 
of  nine  months.  Anna  is  at  home.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Nor¬ 
wegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Fred  Shafer,  a  Methodist  circuit  rider,  who  preached  throughout  this 
county,  while  developing  a  good  farm  in  Section  34,  Stanfold  Township,  was 
born  at  Albany,  Green  County,  Wis.,  Feb.  22,  1856,  the  son  of  John  and 
Julia  Shafer.  He  was  reared  on  the  parental  farm,  and  received  his  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  neighboring  schools,  supplemented  by  home  study.  He  early  felt 
the  call  to  religious  duty,  and  while  he  continued  a  farmer  all  his  life,  he  was 
an  authorized  local  preacher  and  exhorter  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  denom¬ 
ination.  In  1890  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  took  a  farm  in  Section  34, 
Stanfold  Township.  He  put  up  a  log  cabin,  started  a  clearing,  and  like  the 
other  settlers  underwent  with  his  family  many  sufferings,  hardships  and 
privations.  Often  he  walked  to  Barron,  five  miles  away,  after  supplies,  bring¬ 
ing  his  purchases  home  on  his  back.  He  began  farming  with  a  cow,  but  soon 
after  got  a  yoke  of  oxen  and  in  time  acquired  a  horse.  Thus  working  early 
and  late,  assisted  by  his  wife  and  children,  he  developed  a  good  farm.  Every 
Sunday  he  was  away  preaching.  Early  in  the  morning  he  would  set  out,  afoot, 
in  a  two  wheeled  cart,  or  on  horseback,  to  where  some  of  the  faithful  had 
gathered,  and  in  this  way  preached  at  one  time  or  another  in  all  parts  of  the 
county,  and  organized  many  classes.  He  was  a  man  of  sturdy  physique  and 
devout  faith,  and  was  much  honored  and  reverenced  for  his  worth  and  work. 
After  a  useful  life  of  worthy  accomplishment,  he  died  Dec.  30,  1918,  at  the 
age  of  63  years.  His  wife  died  thirteen  days  before  at  the  age  of  forty-nine 
years.  Mr.  Shafer  was  first  married,  at  Janesville,  Wis.,  to  Mary  Tait,  who 
died  in  Stanfold  Township,  Barron  County,  leaving  five  children;  Allie, 
Frederick  D.,  Walter,  Susan  and  Mary.  On  March  17,  1892,  at  Rice  Lake, 
Mr.  Shafer  married  Mrs.  Charlotte  Weideman,  who  was  born  in  Vernon 
County,  Oct.  20,  1869,  daughter  of  Daniel  S.  and  Charlotte  (Wakeman) 
Alderman.  This  union  was  blessed  with  eight  children:  Lottie,  Hattie, 
Moses  Leroy,  James  Franklin,  Elsie  Ellen,  Violet  Ruth,  Elizabeth  and 
Florence. 

,  William  Edgar  Caswell,  for  many  years  a  respected  and  honored  resident 
of  Section  12*  Vance  Creek  Township,  was  born  at  Maiden  Rock,  Pierce 
County,  this  state,  Jan.  6,  1861,  the  son  of  Peter  Wellington  Caswell  and  his 
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good  wife,  Nancy  Henry.  The  Caswell  family  in  America  dates  back  to  the 
Revolution,  while  the  Henry  family,  originally  spelled  Hendry,  dates  back  to 
one  of  the  passengers  on  the  Mayflower.  William  Edgar  was  reared  in  Pierce 
County,  attended  the  Maiden  Rock  schools,  and  thoroughly  learned  farming 
from  his  father.  He  farmed  in  his  native  county  until  1895,  when  he  came  to 
Barron  County,  and  located  on  Section  12,  Vance  Creek  Township.  This  was 
all  wild  land,  and  no  buildings  had  been  erected.  He  put  up  a  small  cabin 
and  started  clearing  the  land.  As  time  passed  he  prospered  and  built  up  a 
good  place.  Here  he  successfully  carried  on  general  farming  until  his  death, 
Dec.  7,  1909.  He  was  a  man  of  many  admirable  qualities,  a  good  citizen  and 
a  good  farmer,  whose  especial  delight  was.  in  his  home  and  his  family.  Com¬ 
ing  of  pioneer  stock,  he  had  his  part  in  the  development  of  this  region,  and 

his  memory  is  held  in  hallowed  regard.  A  natural  leader  among  his  fellows, 

he  did  good  work  on  the  town  board,  and  also  served  in  other  public  positions 
of  trust  and  responsibility.  Mr.  Caswell  was  married  Dec.  27,  1895,  to  Carrie 
Lien,  who  was  born  in  Norway,  Sept.  29,  1872,  the  daughter  of  Ole  and  Guri 
(Wold)  Lien,  who  came  to  this  country,  bringing  their  two  children,  Carrie 
and  Anna  (now  of  Eugene,  Ore.),  and  settled  first  in  Menomonie,  where  the 
mother  died.  Later  the  father  brought  the  family  to  Barron  County,  and 
settled  in  Section  12,  Vance  Creek  Township.  They  here  developed  a  good 
farm.  He  married  Emma  Flaw,  and  by  this  union  had  three  boys  and  one 
girl.  He  died  on  Oct.  11,  1908,  at  the  age  of  64  years.  She  is  still  living. 

Mr.  Lien  was  a  most  estimable  man  in  every  respect,  and  was  held  in  the 

highest  regard.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Caswell  had  five  children:  Gladys,  Francis, 
Inez,  Oscar  and  Allen.  Mrs.  Caswell  is  a  gracious  lady  of  many  pleasant 
qualities  and  is  noted  for  her  hospitality. 

James  Franklyn  Shafer,  who  owns  a  good  farm  of  100  acres  in  Section  12, 
Vance  Creek  Township,  was  born  in  Section  34,  Stanfold  Township,  this 
county,  on  May  3,  1898,  the  son  of  Fred  and  Charlotte  (Weideman)  Shafer, 
early  settlers.  He  was  reared  on  the  home  farm,  attended  the  schools  of  the 
neighborhood,  and  thoroughly  mastered  the  work  of  farming.  In  1920  he 
settled  on  the  tract  he  now  operates.  He  has  a  good  place,  with  a  comfortable 
home,  good  barns  and  other  buildings,  and  well  tilled  acres.  He  successfully 
carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  and  has  a  good  herd.  As  a  good 
citizen  he  takes  his  part  in  public  affairs,  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  de¬ 
pendable  men  of  the  community.  He  was  married  on  April  6,  1919,  at  Prairie 
Farm,  to  Gladys  Caswell,  born  on  the  farm  where  she  now  lives,  on  July  19, 
1896,  the  daughter  of  William  Edgar  and  Carrie  (Lien)  Caswell.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Shafer  have  two  children:  William  Franklyn,  born  April  6,  1920,  and 
Dorothy  Evangeline,  born  Sept.  7,  1921. 

John  McAdams,  deceased,  formerly  of  Maple  Grove  Township,  was  born 
in  Pennsylvania,  and  was  there  reared.  As  a  young  man  he  married  Mary 
America,  also  a  native  of  that  state.  He  worked  for  several  years  as  a  miller 
in  Indiana  and  in  Missouri.  In  1873  he  came  to  this  region,  and  secured  a 
farm  of  120  acres  in  Pepin  County,  this  state.  It  was  in  1874  that  he  came 
to  Maple  Grove  Township,  secured  land,  and  devoted  the  remainder  of  his 
life  to  farming.  He  died  in  1890  and  his  good  wife  survived  until  1900.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  McAdams  were  the  parents  of  nine  children:  Virginia  (deceased), 
Sylvania,  Thomas  (deceased),  Alvira,  Mary,  Sarah,  Butler,  Clara  and  Charles 
(adopted).  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  United  Brethem  Church. 

Charles  McAdams,  a  prominent  farmer  of  Maple  Grove  Township,  Sec¬ 
tions  19,  23  and  30,  west,  was  born  in  Indiana,  Nov.  25,  1870,  adopted  son  of 
John  and  Mary  (America)  McAdams.  He  was  taken  to  Missouri  as  a  baby, 
from  there  was  brought  to  this  state,  and  was  reared  to  young  manhood  in  the 
township  where  he  now  lives.  He  worked  at  farming  and  milling  until  1890 
when  he  purchased  80  acres  in  Section  19,  Maple  Grove  Township.  To  this 
he  has  since  added  an  eighty  in  Section  30,  and  an  eighty  in  Section  23.  Here 
he  has  erected  a  good  set  of  buildings,  and  here  he  carries  on  general  farming, 
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8tock  raising  and  dairying,  making  a  specialty  of  a  herd  of  Guernsey  cattle 
and  Poland-China  swine.  He  has  taken  an  active  part  in  the  affairs  of  the 
community,  has  served  for  six  years  as  member  of  the  town  board  and  for 
several  terms  as  member  of  his  school  board.  He  and  his  family  attend  the 
Baptist  Church  and  are  liberal  contributors  to  its  support.  Mr.  McAdams  was 
married  Dec.  18,  1890,  to  Mary  Parker,  daughter  of  William  Hamilton  and 
Mary  (Caanan)  Parker,  natives  respectively  of  Pennsylvania  and  Indiana. 
The  father,  who  was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  brought  the  family  to  Barron 
county  in  May,  1882,  and  bought  80  acres  of  wild  railroad  land  in  Section  17, 
Maple  Grove  Township,  where  he  developed  a  good  farm.  He  continued 
working  at  his  trade,  and  erected  many  buildings  in  the  county  which  still 
stand  as  a  monument  to  the  fidelity  and  skill  with  which  he  labored.  He 
died  in  1903  and  his  wife  is  still  living  on  the  place.  In  the  Parker  family 
there  were  five  children :  William  L.,  James  W.,  Nathan  S.,  Addie,  the  wife  of 
Ervie  Carr,  of  Prairie  Farm  Township;  and  Mary,  the  wife  of  Charles 
McAdams.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McAdams  have  four  children:  Minnie,  born  Jan.  29, 
1892,  now  Mrs.  Benjamin  Conor;  Carl,  born  Feb.  3,  1894;  Claude,  born  Sept.  19, 
1898,  and  Ruth,  born  Aug.  10,  1910. 

Edson  E.  Goff,  chief  operator  of  the  telephone  office  and  station  agent  at 
Hillsdale  Village,  was  born  in  Estherville,  Emmet  County,  Iowa,  June  29, 
1864,  son  of  John  D.  and  Miranda  M.  (Streeter)  Goff,  both  now  deceased.  He 
received  his  early  education  in  the  district  schools  of  Estherville,  Iowa,  and 
started  his  business  career  in  1882,  as  clerk  in  a  general  store  at  that  place. 
In  1886  he  took  up  railroad  work  with  the  B.  C.  R.  &  N.,  later  absorbed  by  the 
Chicago  &  Rock  Island.  For  seven  years  he  was  a  brakeman  and  for  three 
years  baggageman  and  expressman.  In  1897  he  rented  a  farm  near  his 
native  town.  He  first  came  to  Barron  County  in  1899,  and  worked  in  a  saw¬ 
mill  in  Maple  Grove  township.  From  here  he  went  to  Hayward,  Wis.,  and  was 
similarly  employed  for  three  years.  Then,  in  1903  he  came  back  to  Maple 
Grove  Township,  and  bought  eight  acres  in  Section  31.  Later  he  sold  this 
and  bought  30  acres  in  Prairie  Farm  Township.  There  he  built  a  log  house 
and  barn,  drilled  a  well,  constructed  fences,  cleared  the  land,  and  carried  on 
general  farming.  He  became  telephone  operator  in  1907  and  station  agent  in 
1910.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen.  Mr.  Goff  was 
married  April  7,  1893,  to  Lulu  Deming,  daughter  of  James  and  Eunice 
(Springer)  Deming,  natives  of  Ohio,  who  went  to  Bradley,  South  Dakota,  and 
there  farmed  until  their  death.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goff  have  two  sons,  Frank  E. 
and  Charles  L.  Frank  E.  has  a  notable  war  record.  He  served  27  months, 
most  of  the  time  at  the  front,  saw  action  in  most  of  the  big  battles  in  which 
the  American  Expeditionary  Force  participated,  qualified  as  an  expert  marks¬ 
man,  and  received  a  medal  for  bravery  and  distinguished  heroism.  He  was 
born  March  2,  1894,  and  received  a  good  common  school  education.  He  en¬ 
listed  May  8,  1917  at  St.  Paul,  in  Co.  A,  16th  Infantry,  of  the  heroic  First 
Division,  and  reached  France  almost  with  the  first  American  troops  there, 
June  13,  1917.  He  was  discharged  Sept.  26,  1919.  He  was  married  April  3, 
1920,  to  Femie  Tubbs,  daughter  of  Charles  and  May  (Potter)  Tubbs,  of  Sand 
Creek,  Dunn  County,  Wis.  Charles  L.  was  born  Oct.  10,  1896,  was  educated 
in  the  district  schools,  and  is  now  a  barber  employed  at  Barron,  in  this 
county.  The  family  is  highly  respected,  and  the  home  is  noted  for  its 
hospitality  and  good  cheer.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

Charles  W.  Snyder,  retired,  now  living  in  Hillsdale  Village,  was  born  in 
Marshall  County,  Indiana,  July  30,  1864,  son  of  Charles  and  Mary  (Haynes) 
Snyder,  natives  of  Ohio,  who  went  to  Indiana  in  the  early  fifties,  and  there 
spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  the  father  dying  Nov.  18,  1888,  and  the 
mother,  Sept.  23,  1899.  The  father  was  a  carpenter.  In  the  family  there  were 
five  children:  Hattie,  Tillman,  Mary  (deceased),  Theo  (deceased),  and  Charles 
W.  Charles  W.  attended  the  district  school  of  his  neighborhood,  and  as  a 
young  man  took  up  farm  work.  It  was  in  1900  that  he  came  to  Maple  Grove 
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Township,  and  bought  80  acres  in  section  27,  west,  Maple  Grove  Township. 
He  cleared  the  land,  erected  buildings,  constructed  fences,  and  carried  on  gen¬ 
eral  farming,  making  a  specialty  of  dairying  with  Durham  cattle.  In  1916  he 
retired  and  moved  to  the  village.  The  son,  Ernest,  now  carries  on  the  home 
farm  along  the  lines  inaugurated  by  his  father.  Mr.  Snyder  has  taken  his 
share  in  the  progress  of  the  community,  and  while  living  on  the  farm  served 
several  years  as  a  member  of  the  school  board  of  his  district.  He  and  his 
family  attend  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Snyder  was  married  Aug. 
30,  1885,  to  Rebecca  Kitch,  daughter  of  George  and  Mary  (Stein)  Kitch,  na¬ 
tives  respectively  of  Ohio  and  Germany,  and  for  many  years  farmers  in  In¬ 
diana,  where  the  mother  died  in  April,  1871,  and  where  the  father  is  still  living. 
There  were  seven  children  in  the  Kitch  family:  Elizabeth,  Matthias,  Michael, 
Emma  (deceased),  Nettie,  Rebecca  and  Christina.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Snyder  have 
six  children.  Earl  O.  was  born  Nov.  15,  1887,  and  lives  at  Rice  Lake,  this 
county.  Elchard  was  born  Nov.  16,  1889,  and  lives  at  Lodi,  Wis.  Effie  L.  was 
born  April  9,  1892,  and  is  the  wife  of  Albert  Ramsdel,  of  Rice  Lake.  Ernest 
was  born  Oct.  28,  1894,  and  as  already  mentioned,  operates  the  home  farm  in 
Maple  Grove  Township.  Alonzo  was  born  Sept.  22,  1897,  and  is  a  merchant  in 
Hillsdale  Village.  Harry  was  born  Aug.  28,  1900,  and  is  also  a  Hillsdale  mer¬ 
chant  in  partnership  with  his  brother,  Alonzo. 

Rev.  Samuel  R.  Dunlop,  pastor  of  the  Baptist  Church  at  Hillsdale,  is  one 
of  the  real  leaders  of  the  community,  and  has  made  his  church  a  real  influence 
for  good  throughout  this  part  of  the  county.  He  came  here  in  1917,  took  up 
the  work  of  the  church,  increased  the  efficiency  of  the  various  societies,  mani¬ 
fested  an  especial  influence  in  the  Sunday  School,  and  has  been  especially  suc¬ 
cessful  in  his  work  among  the  young  people.  He  was  born  in  County  Tyrone, 
Ireland,  Jan.  28,  1887,  the  son  of  Richard  J.  and  Elizabeth  (Carroll)  Dunlop, 
natives  of  Ireland,  who  now  live  in  Canada.  He  received  his  early  education  in 
Ireland,  took  a  classical  course  in  the  Ripon  College  at  Ripon,  Wis.,  and  his 
theological  course  at  the  Moody  Bible  Institute  in  Chicago.  He  was  ordained 
at  Hillsdale  in  1921.  In  1914  he  took  charge  of  the  Baptist  Church  at  Green¬ 
wood,  Clark  County,  this  state,  and  in  1916  went  to  Wild  Rose,  in  Waushara 
County,  this  state,  where  he  occupied  the  pulpit  of  the  Baptist  church  for  one 
year.  As  already  noted,  he  came  to  Hillsdale  in  1917.  Rev.  Mr.  Dunlop  was 
married  Dec.  13,  1917,  to  Hazel  Becker,  daughter  of  William  H.  and  Charlotte 
(Clark)  Becker,  of  Poy  Sippi,  Wis.,  where  they  still  reside.  Mrs.  Dunlop  is  an 
ideal  pastor’s  wife  and  has  proved  an  able  helpmate  of  her  husband  in  all  his 
undertakings. 

Ole  Severtson  Moen,  a  venerable  and  respected  early  settler,  of  Section  24, 
Vance  Creek  Township,  who  passed  away  July  10,  1921,  at  the  good  old  age  of 
80  years,  was  born  in  Norway,  April  19,  1841,  and  was  there  reared,  educated, 
grew  to  manhood,  and  learned  farming  and  the  carpenter  trade.  He  was  mar¬ 
ried  April  20,  1870,  to  Carrie  Mickelsdatter  Runig,  who  was  born  in  the  same 
parish,  Oct.  13,  1841,  and  is  still  living  on  the  old  farm.  One  child,  Severt,  was 
born  in  that  country.  In  1872,  Mr.  Moen  brought  his  family  to  America,  making 
the  trip  on  money  he  had  borrowed  from  relatives  and  friends.  In  due  time  he 
reached  Menomonie,  in  Dunn  County,  this  state,  and  there  found  employment 
during  the  summer  in  the  lumber  mills  there.  In  the  fall  he  came  to  whal:  is 
now  Vance  Creek  Township,  and  took  a  homestead  of  160  acres  in  Section  24, 
making  the  trip  with  a  hired  team.  No  roads  had  been  cut  to  the  place,  and 
the  family  and  their  goods  were  unloaded  some  two  miles  from  their  destina¬ 
tion  and  he  and  his  wife  made  the  rest  of  the  journey  on  foot,  bringing  the 
son  in  their  arms.  The  first  winter  they  spent  with  John  Flaw,  a  neighbor. 
Then  he  put  up  a  log  cabin  and  the  family  moved  into  it.  They  soon  bought  a 
cow.  The  first  calf  was  broken  to  harness,  and  this,  three  years  later,  was 
traded  for  a  pair  of  two  year  old  steers.  Mr.  Moen  brought  in  provisions  on 
his  back  from  Prairie  Farm.  For  some  seven  winters  he  continued  to  work  in 
the  logging  camps,  leaving  his  wife  to  look  after  things  at  home.  She  looked 
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after  the  household  duties  and  the  children,  attended  to  the  chores,  and  on 
her  spinning  wheel  spun  yarn  from  which  she  knit  socks,  caps  and  mittens. 
Gradually  Mr.  Moen  built  up  a  good  place.  He  erected  a  good  set  of  buildings, 
and  cleared  and  developed  the  land,  put  up  strong  fences,  and  purchased  suit¬ 
able  stock  and  equipment.  There  for  many  years  he  successfully  carried  on 
general  farming.  He  was  much  interested  in  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  congre¬ 
gation,  and  helped  to  build  the  church  at  Prairie  Farm  Village.  April  20, 
1920,  he  and  his  wife  celebrated  their  Golden  Wedding  Anniversary.  Their 
relatives  and  friends  gathered  at  their  home  to  congratulate  them  on  their 
half  century  of  happy  married  life,  and  presented  them  with  many  valuable 
gifts.  Aside  from  the  son,  Severt,  already  mentioned,  there  was  one  other  child, 
Karrie,  now  deceased. 

Severt  O.  Moen,  a  representative  citizen  of  Section  24,  Vance  Creek  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  Norway,  Nov.  7,  1869,  the  son  of  Ole  S.  and  Carrie  (Mikels- 
datter  Runig)  Moen,  who  brought  him  to  his  present  farm  when  he  was  an 
infant.  He  attended  school  in  the  neighborhood,  was  reared  on  the  home  place, 
and  thoroughly  learned  farming  from  his  father.  For  seven  seasons  he  spent 
his  winters  in  the  lumber  woods.  Gradually  he  assumed  the  responsibility  of 
the  home  place,  and  in  1906  took  it  over.  He  has  renovated  and  repaired  the 
home,  has  put  up  a  new  barn,  and  constructed  other  buildings.  He  success¬ 
fully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying  along  the  latest  approved  lines, 
and  has  some  good  stock.  He  is  experimenting  in  raising  bees.  He  became 
interested  when  a  swarm  of  wild  bees  lighted  in  his  yard,  and  from  this  swarm 
he  has  developed  five  good  colonies.  Mr.  Moen  is  a  prominent  man  in  his  com¬ 
munity  and  is  highly  regarded  by  all.  He  was  one  of  the  town  board  for  sev¬ 
eral  years  and  has  also  been  school  treasurer.  The  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church 
at  Prairie  Farm  has  found  in  him  a  loyal  and  ardent  supporter. 

George  Maskal,  a  hard  working  and  resourceful  man  who  has  built  up  a 
fine  farm  from  the  wilderness  in  Section  9,  Vance  Creek  Township,  and  has 
won  success  under  hardships  which  would  have  discouraged  many,  is  a  native 
of  Hungary,  born  May  18,  1877.  His  parents  were  worthy  people,  but  very 
poor,  and  suffering  from  the  injustices  of  the  system  of  government  which 
then  prevailed  there.  He  therefore  had  but  little  opportunity  for  an  educa¬ 
tion,  and  early  had  to  go  to  work  to  help  out  the  family  income.  His  dream 
from  boyhood  was  to  come  to  the  wonderful  America  of  which  he  had  heard  so 
much.  Accordingly,  he  saved  his  humble  earnings,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen 
was  able  to  set  out.  He  landed  without  money,  so  for  a  month  worked  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  and  replenished  his  pocketbook.  Then  he  continued  his  journey  to 
Minneapolis,  Minn.  For  a  while  he  worked  about  at  anything  that  he  could 
find  to  do.  Among  other  jobs  he  worked  nine  seasons  in  the  lumber  woods. 
In  1899  he  secured  40  acres  of  land  in  Section  9,  Vance  Creek  Township.  This 
tract  was  all  wild  and  covered  with  brush.  As  time  permitted,  at  intervals  be¬ 
tween  his  other  work,  he  started  to  clear  it.  He  owned  a  pair  of  scrub  horses 
in  partnership  with  his  brother,  John,  and  hauled  logs  for  the  mill  at  Moon 
Lake  in  order  to  earn  the  lumber  for  his  house.  His  barn  he  made  from  logs. 
To  this  little  farm  in  the  brush,  he  brought  his  bride.  At  first  they  had  but 
little  to  do  with.  Provisions  had  to  be  brought  from  far  away  points.  Some¬ 
times  he  made  the  long  trip  through  the  woods  from  the  store  at  Maple  Leaf 
witji  100  pounds  of  flour  on  his  back.  For  several  years  he  continued  to  work 
away  from  home  at  intervals.  When  the  ground  froze,  he  would  stock  the  lit¬ 
tle  house  with  a  few  provisions,  make  his  wife  and  children  as  comfortable  as 
possible,  and  go  to  the  cities  to  find  work.  In  the  middle  of  the  winter  he 
would  return  and  cut  wood  for  the  family.  Then  he  would  seek  outside  work 
again,  and  when  the  summer  months  came  on,  return  and  cut  hay  for  the  cows 
and  do  a  little  clearing  and  farming.  Thus  he  worked  hard,  and  gradually 
achieved  success.  He  now  has  a  well  improved  place  and  successfully  carries 
on  general  farming  and  dairying.  To  the  original  tract  he  had  added  40  more 
acres.  One  acre  of  his  land  he  has  given  to  the  John  Wiess  Cheese  Factory,  in 
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order  that  the  community  might  have  the  benefits  which  such  an  establishment 
would  bring.  Mr.  Maskal  was  married  at  Minneapolis,  May  18,  1902,  to  Mary 
Zbihely,  also  a  native  of  Hungary.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  a  fine 
family  of  six  children:  George,  Mary,  Andrew,  John,  Helen  and  Elizabeth. 
The  family  religion  is  that  of  the  Orthodox  Russian  Church. 

Alonzo  Snyder  and  Harry  Snyder,  of  the  Snyder  Brothers  Mercantile  Co., 
general  merchants  of  Hillsdale  Village,  were  born  in  Plymouth,  Indiana,  Sept. 
22,  1897,  and  Aug.  28,  1900,  respectively,  the  sons  of  Charles  W.  and  Rebecca 
(Hitch)  Snyder.  They  were  brought  to  Maple  Grove  Township  by  their  par¬ 
ents  and  were  here  reared  and  educated.  In  1914,  Alonzo  became  a  clerk  in  the 
store  of  P.  M.  L.  Nelson,  a  prominent  merchant  of  Hillsdale  Village  at  that 
time.  In  1918,  Harry  also  became  a  clerk  in  the  same  store.  The  two  brothers 
formed  a  partnership  in  1920,  under  the  name  of  the  Snyder  Brothers  Mercan¬ 
tile  Co.,  and  bought  out  Mr.  Nelson.  They  carry  a  full  line  of  goods  valued  at 
nearly  $20,000,  and  are  well  along  the  highway  to  success.  The  village  is  ex¬ 
cellently  located  in  regard  to  the  rich  farming  and  dairying  districts  of  south¬ 
ern  Barron  County  and  northern  Dunn  County,  and  the  young  men  are  attract¬ 
ing  a  good  trade  by  the  excellence  of  their  goods,  the  honesty  of  their  meth¬ 
ods  and  the  courtesy  of  their  bearing.  Alonzo  Snyder  was  married  Oct.  6,  1915, 
to  Ida  May  Smith,  daughter  of  Ebner  and  Alice  (Bowls)  Smith,  natives  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  who  now  reside  in  Barron  City,  this  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alonzo 
Snyder  have  two  children,  Naomi  A.  and  Jack  B.  Harry  Snyder  was  married 
Feb.  12,  1920,  to  Winnie  Barton,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Mollie  (McAdams) 
Barton,  who  farmed  in  Maple  Grove  Township  until  1916,  and  now  live  in 
Hillsdale,  this  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Snyder  have  one  son,  Keith,  born 
April  7, 1921. 

Casper  Rassbach,  now  deceased,  for  many  years  a  farmer  in  Prairie  Farm 
Township,  was  born  in  Germany  and  came  to  America  in  1840.  He  found  his 
way  to  Blue  Mound,  Dane  County,  Wis.,  and  engaged  in  farming.  Later  he  took 
a  claim  of  160  acres  in  Prairie  Farm  Township,  this  county.  The  land  was 
only  partly  cleared.  He  cleared  the  remainder,  erected  good  buildings,  put  up 
ample  fences,  and  carried  on  mixed  farming,  stock  raising  and  dairying  for  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  He  died  Dec.  22,  1906.  His  wife,  Mary  Harmon,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Pennsylvania,  died  in  April,  1915.  They  were  the  parents  of  twelve 
children:  Jerry  (deceased),  Julia,  John,  William,  Henry  (deceased),  Anna, 
Lizzie,  Charles,  Walter  (deceased),  Christina  (deceased),  Helen  (deceased)  and 
Lena.  The  family  faith  was  that  of  the  Evangelical  Association. 

Charles  D.  Rassbach,  general  merchant  at  Hillsdale  Village,  is  a  native 
of  this  county,  born  in  Prairie  Farm  Township,  Dec.  24,  1873,  son  of  Casper 
and  Mary  (Harmon)  Rassbach.  He  received  a  good  education  in  the  district 
schools,  and  worked  for  his  father  until  24  years  of  age.  In  1897  he  went  to 
Greenwood,  Wis.,  as  clerk  in  a  store.  Two  years  later  he  returned  to  his  native 
township,  and  for  eleven  years  was  employed  in  the  general  store  at  the  hamlet 
of  Prairie  Farm.  In  1910  he  came  to  Hillsdale  Village,  formed  a  partnership 
with  Freeman  F.  Edmonds,  and  purchased  the  general  store  of  L.  A.  Olsen. 
In  1918,  Mr.  Rassbach  became  the  sole  owner.  He  has  a  modern  store,  car¬ 
ries  a  good  line  of  goods  and  does  a  good  business,  his  honest  methods,  his 
fair  dealing  and  his  understanding  of  the  needs  of  the  community,  having 
built  up  a  large  trade.  Mr.  Rassbach  is  well  liked  in  the  community  at  large. 
Fraternally,  he  associates  with  the  Modern  Woodmen.  Mr.  Rassbach  was 
married  June  26,  1907,  to  Alice  Clough,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Mary  (Shriber) 
Clough,  well  known  citizens.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  two  bright 
boys:  Robert  C.,  born  Dec.  31,  1909;  and  Lester  H.,  born  Dec.  29,  1911. 

Freeman  F.  Edmonds,  postmaster  of  Hillsdale  Village  and  clerk  of  Maple 
Grove  Township,  was  born  in  Dunn  County,  Wisconsin,  Jan.  2,  1884,  son  of 
Charles  and  Sarah  (Jump)  Edmonds,  natives  respectively  of  Ohio  and  Wis¬ 
consin.  The  father  came  to  Wisconsin  when  a  young  boy  with  his  parents, 
who  settled  in  Dunn  County  about  1870,  and  in  1886  brought  his  family  from 
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Dunn  County  to  Barron  County,  where  they  now  reside.  There  were  two 
children  in  the  family,  Freeman  F.  and  John  E.  Freeman  F.  received  his  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  district  schools  of  Barron  County.  He  also  had  the  advantages 
of  a  year’s  course  in  the  Northern  Indiana  Normal  School,  at  Valparaiso,  In¬ 
diana.  In  the  meantime  he  had  mastered  farming  under  the  tuition  of  his 
father  and  neighbors.  In  1906  he  started  out  to  see  something  of  the  West, 
and  journeyed  in  Washington  and  Oregon.  He  returned  the  following  year  and 
worked  for  a  while  on  his  father’s  farm.  In  1909  he  came  to  Barron,  and 
found  employment  in  the  store  of  E.  E.  Nelson,  Two  years  later  he  came  to 
Hillsdale  and  purchased  a  partnership  in  a  general  store  with  C.  D.  Rassbach. 
In  1912  he  was  appointed  postmaster.  In  1918  he  sold  his  interests  to  Mr. 
Rassbach  and  opened  a  confectionery  store.  For  four  years  he  handled  tlje 
express  business  in  Hillsdale.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fel¬ 
lows,  the  Beavers  and  the  Yeomen.  He  was  appointed  to  his  present  position  as 
town  clerk  in  1917.  Mr.  Edmonds  was  married  June  30,  1909,  to  Mary  K. 
Clough,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Mary  (Shriber)  Clough,  natives  respectively  of 
Ohio  and  Germany,  and  long-time  residents  of  Minnesota  and  Wisconsin,  and 
both  now  deceased.  In  the  Clough  family  there  were  five  children:  Eva  (de¬ 
ceased),  David,  Alice,  Robert  and  Mary.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edmonds  have  three 
children:  Byron  F.  was  born  March  18,  1912;  Harold  S.,  Aug.  16,  1914;  and 
Wayne  C.,  Oct.  14,  1917.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

Elmer  C.  Smart,  former  postmaster  at  Hillsdale  Village,  was  born  in  Wau¬ 
kesha  County,  Wis.,  May  9,  1874,  son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Powell)  Smart, 
who  took  him  to  Trempealeau  County,  Wis.,  when  he  was  about  thirteen  years 
of  age.  He  attended  the  public  schools  of  Waukesha  and  Trempealeau  coun¬ 
ties,  and  remained  with  his  parents  until  1896,  when  he  rented  a  farm  in 
Trempealeau  County  and  started  on  his  own  responsibility.  In  1899  he  came 
to  Barron  County  with  his  parents,  and  remained  with  them  two  years.  He  was 
appointed  postmaster  at  Hillsdale  in  1901  and  held  that  office  satisfactorily 
until  1912.  From  1904  to  1912  he  was  local  express  agent.  He  went  to  Colo¬ 
rado  for  his  wife’s  health  after  retiring  from  office,  but  returned  to  Hills¬ 
dale  the  same  year  and  became  manager  of  the  Hillsdale  and  Barron  Shipping 
Association.  He  is  a  prominent  man  in  the  community,  and  has  been  town 
clerk  four  years,  town  treasurer  three  years,  town  assessor  one  year  and 
school  treasurer  six  years.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows.  Mr.  Smart 
was  married  June  3,  1896,  to  Isabelle  Brownlie,  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah 
(Robertson)  Brownlie,  natives  of  Scotland  and  farmers  in  Arcadia,  Trem¬ 
pealeau  County,  Wisconsin.  Of  this  union  four  children  were  born,  of  whom 
two  are  living,  Floyd  and  Sylvia.  Flossie  and  one  other  child  died  in  infancy. 
Mrs.  Isabelle  Smart  died  July  10,  1914,  and  on  Aug.  14,  1919,  Mr.  Smart  mar¬ 
ried  Mabel  Bahm,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Estella  (Schermerhorn)  Bahm,  of 
Winnebago,  Minn.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smart  have  a  son,  Robert,  born  July  6,  1921. 

Iver  Engebretson,  pioneer  and  founder  of  the  fertile  Sunny  Side  Farm, 
Section  32,  Vance  Creek  Township,  was  born  in  Norway,  May  10,  1853,  and  was 
there  reared  and  educated.  In  the  early  seventies  he  came  to  the  United  States, 
and  found  his  way  to  Menomonie,  in  Dunn  County,  Wis.,  where  he  entered  the 
employ  of  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.,  who  sent  him  into  the  woods.  He  landed  in 
Menomonie  without  funds,  but  by  saving  every  cent  that  he  earned,  he  was 
able  the  next  year  to  send  for  his  wife.  While  waiting  for  her,  he  homesteaded 
80  acres  of  wild  land  in  Section  32,  Vance  Creek  Township,  and  built  a  cabin, 
20  by  24  feet.  Into  this  he  and  his  wife  moved.  There  were  no  roads  in  the 
vicinity.  The  trees  and  windfalls  on  the  land  were  so  thick,  that  it  was  almost 
impossible  to  lead  their  only  cow  to  water.  At  first  this  had  to  be  cleared  by 
hand  as  it  was  several  years  before  he  was  able  to  get  a  yoke  of  oxen.  Pro¬ 
visions  and  supplies  he  brought  in  on  his  back  from  Prairie  Farm  and  Clear 
Lake.  After  children  were  born,  sickness  and  death  came  to  the  little  family. 
When  the  little  ones  died,  Mr.  Engebretson  had  to  carry  their  silent  bodies 
through  the  woods  to  their  last  resting  place,  as  no  vehicles  could  get  through. 
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In  order  to  help  out  the  family  income,  Mr.  Engebretson  did  considerable 
work  away  from  home,  leaving  his  devoted  wife  to  look  after  things  in  the 
little  cabin.  In  all,  he  worked  for  eleven  winters  in  the  logging  camps  and 
seven  springs  on  the  river  drives.  As  time  passed  he  built  up  a  good  farm. 
He  erected  a  suitable  set  of  buildings,  got  the  land  cleared,  broken,  cultivated 
and  fenced,  and  added  forty  more  acres.  As  necessity  required  he  bought  tools, 
implements  and  machinery.  Here  for  many  years  he  successfully  carried  on 
general  farming  and  dairying.  In  1917  he  retired  but  still  lives  upon  the  place. 
He  is  a  man  held  in  the  deepest  respect  for  his  worth  and  for  what  he  has  ac¬ 
complished.  He  has  worked  hard,  he  has  been  a  good  husband,  a  good  father, 
a  good  neighbor,  friend  and  citizen,  and  has  been  faithful  to  every  obligation 
that  life  has  brought  him.  He  is  a  man  of  genial  and  pleasant  personality, 
and  has  made  friends  of  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact.  Mr.  Engebret¬ 
son  was  married  in  Norway  in  1874  to  Carrie  Anderson,  who  was  born  in  Nor¬ 
way,  May  7,  1853.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Engebretson  have  six  children  living:  Edwin, 
Mary,  Alfred,  Clara,  Ingval  and  Inga.  Anna,  Anton,  Margaret,  Julia  and  Lena 
are  dead.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Ingval  Christ  Engebretson,  an  energetic  young  farmer  of  Section  32,  Vance 
Creek  Township,  was  born  on  the  place,  where  he  still  lives,  Sept.  9,  1896,  the 
son  of  Iver  and  Carrie  Engebretson.  He  attended  the  district  school,  learned 
farming  from  his  father,  and  has  always  remained  at  home.  In  1917  he  took 
over  the  management  of  the  farm.  He  successfully  carries  on  general  farming 
and  dairying,  and  has  a  good  herd  of  Shorthorns  and  a  good  drove  of  Duroc- 
Jersey  swine.  He  is  a  fine  type  of  the  modern  Wisconsin  farmer,  he  keeps  thor¬ 
oughly  abreast  of  the  times,  he  is  a  wide  reader,  and  is  following  the  latest 
improved  methods.  He  is  active  in  the  affairs  of  the  neighborhood,  and  is  well 
liked  by  all  who  know  him.  Mr.  Engebretson  was  married  at  Menomonie  on 
June  28,  1917,  to  Grace  Thomas,  who  was  born  in  Graytown,  Wis.,  Oct.  8,  1899. 
This  union  has  been  blessed  with  two  children:  Marie  Ellen  and  Frances 
May. 

Erick  A.  Weslen,  local  manager  at  Hillsdale  for  the  Carter  Lumber  Co.  of 
Menomonie,  Wis.,  was  born  in  Sweden,  Nov.  24,  1863.  He  was  educated  in  his 
native  country,  and  came  to  America  in  1893,  settling  in  Marinette,  Wis.,  where 
he  worked  in  a  planing  mill  and  wood-working  plant.  After  about  nine  years 
he  went  to  La  Porte,  Indiana,  where  he  was  similarly  employed,  working  on  bank 
fixtures.  It  was  in  1907  that  he  came  to  Hillsdale,  Wis.,  and  took  charge  of  the 
lumber  yard  of  which  he  is  at  present  manager.  He  is  an  expert  in  his  line, 
and  is  successful  in  operating  the  yard  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  company,  and 
with  the  confidence  of  his  fellow  citizens.  Genial  and  affable  in  personality, 
he  has  won  many  friends,  and  is  well  liked  throughout  the  entire  community. 
Mr.  Weslen  was  married  March  25,  1888,  to  Christina  Ohlien,  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Peter  Ohlien.  This  union  has  resulted  in  nine  children:  Gustave, 
August,  Sigert,  Theo,  Joel,  Clarence,  Dora,  Esther  and  Ruth  (deceased). 

Ole  Vinger,  who  was  for  several  years  a  tinsmith  at  Hillsdale  Village,  and 
a  farmer  nearby  in  Maple  Grove  Township,  was  born  in  Norway,  and  there  mar¬ 
ried  Lena  Jenson.  They  came  to  America  in  1890,  and  Mr.  Vinger  worked  for  a 
while  at  his  trade  in  Canton,  Minn.  Then  he  moved  to  Mabel,  in  the  same  state, 
where  he  opened  a  shop  of  his  own.  In  1910  he  came  to  Barron  County,  pur¬ 
chased  40  acres  in  Section  21,  west,  Maple  Grove  Township,  and  opened  a  tin 
shop  in  Hillsdale  Village.  He  sold  out  in  1916,  and  after  operating  a  shop  in 
Houston,  Minn.,  for  a  while,  went  to  Newburgh,  Minn.,  where  he  opened  a  shop 
and  where  he  still  resides.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vinger  are  the  parents  of  seven  chil¬ 
dren:  Carl,  Olaf,  Jacob,  Henry  (deceased),  Oscar,  Jennie  and  Minnie. 

Olaf  Vinger,  hardware  merchant  of  Hillsdale,  was  born  in  Christiania, 
Norway,  Dec.  14,  1885,  son  of  Ole  and  Lena  (Jenson)  Vinger,  who  brought  him 
to  America  in  1890.  He  was  reared  in  Mabel,  Minn.,  and  was  there  educated, 
taking  a  two-years’  course  in  the  high  school  in  addition  to  the  usual  grade 
studies.  Then  he  became  interested  in  the  telephone  business.  In  1910  he 
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came  to  Wisconsin,  and  was  employed  for  a  while  as  a  painter  and  paper- 
hanger,  after  which  he  became  a  clerk  for  Dahl  &  Co.,  at  Barron,  in  this  county. 
He  was  in  the  war  service  for  one  year.  Upon  his  return  he  worked  at  his 
trade  as  painter  and  paperhanger  for  a  while,  and  also  again  clerked  at  Bar¬ 
ron.  Aug.  16,  1920,  he  established  his  present  business.  In  the  short  time  he 
has  had  the  store  he  has  demonstrated  his  ability  as  a  merchant,  and  his  suc¬ 
cess  is  confidently  predicted  by  all  his  friends.  His  trade  is  increasing  and  his 
honest  methods  and  unfailing  courtesy  are  finding  their  reward.  Mr.  Vinger  en¬ 
listed  in  the  United  States  service  Feb.  11,  1917,  and  trained  with  the  83rd 
Aerial  Squadron  at  Langley  Field,  Virginia.  Then  he  was  assigned  to  duty 
on  Long  Island  as  a  musician.  He  was  discharged  Jan.  25,  1919.  He  was  mar¬ 
ried  Oct.  8,  1913,  to  Ella  Lemler,  daughter  of  Stephen  and  Louise  (Mooney) 
Lemler,  of  Maple  Grove  Township,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Erma  L.,  born 
Oct.  9,  1915. 

George  Erickson,  a  highly  regarded  farmer  of  Section  35,  Vance  Creek 
Township,  was  born  in  Ringreca,  four  miles  west  of  Christiania,  Norway,  July 
30,  1860,  the  son  of  Erick  and  Carrie  Johnson.  He  was  reared  and  educated  in 
his  native  land.  In  1880  he  came  to  this  country,  found  his  way  to  St.  Paul, 
and  then  came  to  this  region  where  he  entered  the  employ  of  Knapp,  Stout  $ 
Co.  For  this  company  he  worked  fourteen  winters  in  the  woods  and  twelve 
springs  on  the  river  drives.  At  times  he  received  but  $14  a  month  in  addition 
to  board  and  lodging,  and  then  had  to  accept  a  discount  or  wait  six  months 
for  his  cash.  In  1886  he  purchased  80  acres  in  Section  35,  Vance  Creek  Town¬ 
ship,  to  which  he  has  since  added  until  he  now  has  180  acres.  He  started  with 
but  little  except  his  hands.  After  he  got  the  cabin  built  and  finished,  he  and  his 
brother,  Ole,  sent  for  their  parents,  who  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives 
here,  both  dying  in  1893,  and  both  at  the  age  of  82  years.  Mr.  Erickson  con¬ 
tinued  to  develop  and  improve  his  place.  In  1898  he  went  to  the  Klondyke,  and 
spent  nearly  five  years  there.  With  some  sixty  thousand  others  he  went  over 
White  Pass,  with  a  pack  of  from  100  to  200  pounds  on  his  back.  Afterward  he 
once  more  returned  to  his  farm.  He  has  developed  a  good  place,  and  is  an 
up-to-date  farmer  in  every  respect.  His  wide  experience  in  the  world,  rang¬ 
ing  from  Norway  to  Alaska,  has  given  him  a  broad  knowledge  of  men  and 
affairs.  He  is  a  good  citizen,  a  loyal  friend  and  a  pleasant  companion,  and  held 
in  most  excellent  esteem.  He  is  interested  in  good  roads,  and  for  several  years 
has  served  the  town  as  pathmaster. 

Charles  Olson,  a  substantial  citizen  owning  160  acres  in  Section  10,  west, 
Maple  Grove  Township,  was  born  May  24,  1864,  in  Norway,  son  of  Ole  and 
Mary  (Johnson)  Larson,  both  now  dead.  He  was  reared  in  his  native  land,  and 
came  to  America  in  1885.  At  Jackson,  Minn.,  he  remained  for  eighteen  years, 
five  years  as  a  railroad  section  hand,  and  thirteen  years  in  the  employ  of  a 
grain  elevator.  In  1903  he  came  to  Barron  County,  and  bought  80  acres  in  Clin¬ 
ton  Township.  He  cleared  45  acres,  erected  a  set  of  buildings,  doing  all  the 
work  himself,  fenced  some  of  the  land,  and  there  carried  on  general  farm¬ 
ing  and  dairying.  He  sold  out  in  1918  and  purchased  his  present  place.  He 
continued  the  breaking  and  improving,  and  built  up  a  very  good  farm.  He 
believes  in  everything  that  is  for  the  best  of  the  community  and  for  some 
years  has  served  on  the  school  board.  In  the  spring  of  1921,  Mr.  Olson  rented 
the  farm  to  his  son,  Oscar,  who  now  carries  on  the  place  with  the  help  of  his 
parents.  He  is  an  energetic  young  man,  a  good  citizen  like  his  father,  and  is 
meeting  with  success  in  life.  Mr.  Olson  was  married  Sept.  28,  1890,  to  Anna 
Eggen,  daughter  of  Anders  and  Barbara  (Peterson)  Eggen,  natives  of  Nor¬ 
way,  the  former  of  whom  came  to  America  in  1889,  and  settled  in  Sioux  City, 
Iowa,  afterward  going  to  Jackson,  Minn.,  where  he  died  Jan.  14,  1895,  the 
mother  having  died  in  Norway  in  1884.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Olson  have  four  chil¬ 
dren:  Oscar,  Arnold  B.,  Melvin  J.  and  Carlton  A.  Oscar  was  born  May  10, 
1895.  He  was  inducted  into  the  United  States  service  Dec.  12,  1917,  was  trained 
in  several  different  camps  in  the  United  States,  was  assigned  to  the  41st  Bal- 
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loon  Company,  and  was  discharged  Dec.  14,  1918.  He  married  Mabel  Larson, 
of  Clayton,  and  as  noted,  carries  on  the  home  place  with  the  aid  of  his  parents. 
Arnold  B.  was  born  June  18,  1898,  and  is  now  at  Superior,  Wis.  Melvin  J.  was 
born  Dec.  6,  1903,  and  Carlton  A.,  March  21,  1913.  The  family  faith  is  that  of 
the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Alfred  Peterson,  a  well-liked  citizen  of  Maple  Grove  Township,  who  for 
some  eight  years  has  operated  140  acres  in  section  33,  east,  Maple  Grove 
Township,  is  a  good  farmer  in  every  respect,  and  stands  high  in  the  community. 
He  was  born  in  Adams  County,  Wis.,  the 'son  of  Peter  and  Lottie  (Jenson) 
Peterson,  and  in  that  county  received  his  earlier  education.  He  came  to 
Barron  County  with  his  mother  in  1900,  and  spent  one  winter.  Then  they  went 
to  Washburn  County,  where  they  remained  thirteen  years.  Although  he  was 
still  a  boy,  he  practically  operated  the  farm  under  his  mother’s  direction,  and 
by  working  late  in  the  evening  and  early  in  the  morning,  managed  to  attend 
school  for  a  short  time  as  well.  Eight  years  ago  they  returned  to  Barron 
County  and  settled  on  the  farm  which  they  now  own  jointly.  He  continued 
clearing  the  land,  and  erected  buildings  from  time  to  time,  including  a  pleasant 
bungalow  in  which  he  and  his  mother  make  their  home,  which  was  erected  in 
1918.  He  successfully  carries  on  general  farming,  and  takes  an  interest  in  all 
public  affairs.  His  mother  is  a  most  estimable  woman,  and  delights  in  keep¬ 
ing  open  house  to  her  friends  and  her  son’s  friends.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
Lossie  and  Anna  (Olson)  Jenson,  natives  of  Norway,  who  came  to  America  in 
1867,  and  settled  in  Columbia  County,  Wis.,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of 
their  lives,  the  father  dying  Jan.  6,  1881,  and  the  mother  Jan.  16,  1888.  By 
her  marriage  to  Peter  Peterson,  Mrs.  Peterson  has  six  children:  Jennie, 
Alfred,  Hilma,  Ida,  Clarance  and  Olga.  Jennie  was  born  Nov.  9,  1887,  and  is 
now  in  Washington,  D.  C.  Alfred,  as  already  mentioned,  is  farming  in  Maple 
Grove  Township.  Hilma  was  born  March  30,  1890,  and  is  now  Mrs.  John 
Alger,  of  Milwaukee.  Ida  was  born  April  13,  1892,  and  is  teaching  at  Grants- 
burg,  Wis.  Clarence  is  attending  school  in  Milwaukee.  He  was  inducted  into 
the  United  States  service  March  29,  1908,  was  assigned  to  Co.  G,  353rd 
Infantry,  89th  Division,  and  after  proper  training  was  sent  to  Europe  and 
served  in  France  and  Germany  twelve  months.  Olga  was  born  May  12,  1897, 
and  married  Bennie  Oterholt,  of  Maple  Grove  Township.  The  family  faith 
is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

John  O.  Moin,  an  early  settler  of  Section  6,  Sumner  Township,  was  born 
in  Norway,  June  13,  1837,  and  came  to  America  in  1870.  He  was  married  in 
Blooming  Valley,  Vernon  County,  this  state,  Nov.  7,  1871,  to  Lena  Kyseth,  who 
was  born  in  Norway,  Aug.  6,  1843.  In  the  spring  of  1872  they  came  to  Barron 
County,  where  he  had  already  filed  a  claim  to  160  acres  in  Section  6,  Sumner 
Township.  They  moved  into  an  old  log  house  owned  by  Mike  Bandli,  and  as 
soon  as  possible  put  up  a  log  house,  12  by  14  feet,  on  their  own  land.  Then  they 
started  in  to  develop  a  place  for  themselves  in  the  wilderness.  There  were  no 
roads  leading  to  the  place.  When  provisions  were  needed,  he  had  to  make  the 
journey  afoot  to  the  nearest  store.  Money  was  scarce,  it  was  difficult  to  buy 
domestic  stock,  and  it  was  not  until  the  second  year  that  they  were  able  to 
purchase  a  cow.  But  they  persevered,  they  worked  hard,  they  met  hardships 
with  fortitude,  and  in  time  success  crowned  their  efforts.  They  put  up  a  good 
frame  house,  and  a  good  barn  and  other  buildings,  and  purchased  suitable 
stock,  tools  and  equipment.  They  still  live  on  the  same  place,  and  are  among 
the  most  highly  respected  people  in  the  community.  For  a  time,  Mr.  Moin  held 
school  office.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moin  are  the  parents  of  three  children,  Ole,  Mary  and  Hilda.  It 
is  interesting  to  note  that  the  original  family  name  is  Moen,  but  in  this  country 
the  name  has  been  modified  to  its  present  form.  Mr.  Moin,  in  an  interview 
regarding  the  early  days,  has  said:  “In  the  spring  of  1872,  I  came  from 
Vernon  County,  Wis.,  to  Barron  County,  where  I  took  up  my  homestead  of  160 
acres.  Before  I  could  build  my  little  log  house  12  by  14,  I  had  to  clear  thp 
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land  as  it  was  all  dense  woods.  After  clearing  a  little  land,  my  financial  con¬ 
ditions  showed  me  that  I  would  be  obliged  to  work  for  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  for 
a  time,  where  I  received  for  eleven  hours’  work,  75  cents  a  day  and  board, 
which  consisted  principally  of  pork  and  beans.  However,  this  was  lucky,  as 
any  one  who  wished  work  could  get  employment  there,  summer  or  winter.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  winter  months  we  could  work  in  the  lumber  camps,  and  during  the 
summer  clear  land.  I  helped  clear  out  all  old  windfalls  and  stumps,  where 
the  main  part  of  the  city  of  Rice  Lake  is  situated.  The  employes  were  obliged 
to  take  their  salary  in  trade.  Prices,  however,  were  somewhat  high  on  account 
of  no  railroads.  Transportation  had  to  be  made  over  roughy,  stony  roads  to 
Menomonie.  Time  will  not  permit  me  to  describe  the  prices,  so  I  will  mention 
only  a  few.  I  paid  75  cents  a  gallon  for  my  first  gallon  of  kerosene  and  80  cents 
for  a  tin  can  in  which  to  carry  it  home;  50  cents  for  ten  pounds  of  salt;  22 
cents  a  pound  for  pork;  $1.25  for  syrup.  Strange  to  say,  however,  flour  was 
only  $3.00  a  hundred.  It  was  manufactured  at  Rice  Lake.  In  a  short  time, 
when  the  settlers  began  to  get  a  surplus  of  products  grown,  prices  immediately 
dropped;  butter  being  then  from  8  cents  to  12%  cents  a  pound,  eggs  10  cents  a 
dozen,  potatoes  from  20  to  30  cents  a  bushel,  wheat  60  cents  a  bushel,  dressed 
pork  from  4  to  4%  cents  a  pound,  and  other  produce  accordingly.  As  we  were 
far  from  the  railroad  and  there  was  no  market  for  the  produce  we  were  glad 
to  dispose  of  our  produce  even  at  a  low  price.  However  I  do  not  blame  Knapp, 
Stout  &  Co.  for  the  low  wages,  as  some  of  the  employes  did  not  even  do  enough 
to  earn  their  board.  There  are  many  people  who  ought  to  be  grateful  to  Knapp, 
Stout  &  Co.  for  helping  them  to  get  a  good  start.” 

Ole  Moin,  a  well-known  farmer  of  Section  6,  Sumner  Township,  was  born 
on  the  place  which  he  now  operates,  June  21,  1872,  the  son  of  John  O.  and 
Lena  (Kyseth)  Moin,  early  settlers.  He  was  reared  on  the  home  farm,  and 
attended  the  district  schools.  He  learned  farming  from  his  father,  and  has 
always  remained  on  the  present  farm,  with  the  exception  of  four  years  when 
he  farmed  in  Doyle  Township,  in  this  county.  During  that  period  he  served 
Doyle  Township  as  a  member  of  the  school  board  of  his  district.  '  He  now 
successfully  carries  on  general  farming,  and  makes  a  specialty  of  breeding 
good  Jersey  Cattle,  and  Belgian  horses.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers’ 
Co-operative  Store  at  Canton,  and  in  the  Farmers’  Telephone  Co.  He  stands 
well  with  all  who  know  him,  and  is  one  of  the  township’s  solid  men  of  worth. 
Mr.  Moin  married  Ida  Pieper,  who  was  born  in  Sumner  Township,  the 
daughter  of  John  Pieper.  She  died  in  1911  at  the  age  of  thirty,  leaving  five 
children:  Jasper,  Reuben,  Arthur,  Dorothy  and  John. 

Engebret  H.  Stafne  has  developed  a  good  farm  in  Section  7,  Prairie  Farm 
Township,  and  Section  12,  Vance  Creek  Township,  where  he  has  lived  for 
some  thirty-five  years.  He  has  won  the  respect  of  his  fellow  men,  and 
attained  a  position  of  worth  and  integrity.  He  was  born  in  Norway,  Sept. 
22,  1860,  the  son  of  Hagen  and  Anna  Stafne.  He  was  reared  and  educated  in 
his  native  land.  At  the  age  of  20  years,  in  1880,  he  set  out  for  the  United 
States,  and  in  due  time  reached  Menomonie,  Dunn  County,  this  state,  where 
he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  He  worked  in  their  mill 
for  a  while  and  was  then  sent  into  the  woods  as  a  sawyer.  In  all  he  worked 
in  lumber  camps  twenty  winters  and  on  the  spring  drives  two  springs.  After 
a  few  years  he  secured  40  acres  of  railroad  land  in  Section  7,  Prairie  Farm 
township,  and  in  1886  put  up  a  log  cabin,  which  is  still  standing.  For  a  time 
he  lived  alone.  Then  he  sent  the  money  for  his  parents  to  join  him.  They 
took  up  their  home  with  him,  and  here  spent  the  the  remainder  of  their  lives, 
the  father  dying  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  and  the  mother  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
two  years.  They  had  three  children,  Ole  H.,  Peter  H.  and  Engebret  H.  When 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  settled  on  this  place,  it  was  all  wild  land.  No 
roads  had  been  built,  no  building  had  been  erected,  and  the  place  had  little 
promise  of  the  rich  farm  which  it  was  to  become.  He  had  but  little  with 
which  to  work.  Everything  he  had  on  the  place  had  to  be  brought  in  on  his 
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back.  In  time  he  secured  a  pair  of  steers,  and  then  the  work  went  a  little 
faster.  As  his  means  permitted,  he  purchased  80  more  acres  in  the  same 
section  and  160  in  Vance  Creek  Township.  He  has  developed  a  most  excellent 
farm,  and  erected  a  set  of  modern  buildings.  The  frame  house  which  he  put 
up  for  his  second  home,  was  struck  by  lightning,  and  he  then  erected  the 
present  modern  home.  He  also  has  a  good  barn  and  other  suitable  structures. 
He  is  a  man  who  has  worked  hard,  ever  looking  to  the  future,  and  his  efforts 
have  met  with  well  deserved  success.  He  carries  on  general  farming  and 
dairying,  and  has  a  good  herd  of  cattle.  Mr.  Stafne  was  married  Aug.  31, 
1889,  to  Gertrude  Kastberg,  who  was  born  in  Norway,  Sept.  19,  1865,  the 
daughter  of  Louie  and  Carrie  Kastberg.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with 
four  children:  Hagen,  Carrie,  Benedik  and  Olida.  These  young  people  are  all 
well  thought  of  in  the  community,  and  take  their  part  in  social  and  religious 
affairs.  The  home  is  a  hospitable  one,  and  their  doors  are  always  open  to 
their  friends.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Louis  Frisinger,  at  one  time  a  resident  of  this  county,  was  born  in  Ohio, 
and  was  taken  to  Marshall  County,  Ind.,  by  his  parents.  He  was  reared  there 
to  farm  pursuits,  and  married  Eleanor  Denman,  a  native  of  that  state.  In 
1886  he  came  to  Barron  County,  and  bought  40  acres  in  Section  25,  west. 
Maple  Grove  Township.  He  cleared  about  ten  acres  of  the  land,  erected  a 
log  house  and  barn,  and  there  carried  on  general  farming  for  a  while.  In 
1896  he  moved  onto  a  farm  in  the  same  township,  which  he  rented.  He  went 
to  Arkansas,  in  1900,  and  back  to  Indiana  in  1901.  In  1904  he  came  back  to 
Barron  County,  and  operated  a  rented  farm  in  Maple  Grove  Township  for 
three  years.  He  went  to  North  Dakota  in  1907,  and  two  years  later  took  a 
homestead  in  Montana,  where  he  still  lives.  He  and  his  good  wife  had  nine 
children:  Charles,  Bert  (deceased),  Harry,  Vern,  Walter,  May,  Carrell,  Guy 
and  Dollie  (deceased).  May  married  Ervin  Bair,  and  lives  in  Montana  on  a 
farm. 

Charles  Frisinger,  a  representative  farmer  owning  123  acres  in  Section 
2,  west,  Maple  Grove  township,  was  born  in  Marshall  County,  Ind.,  Feb.  28, 
1883,  son  of  Louis  and  Eleanor  (Denman)  Frisinger.  As  a  boy  and  young  man 
he  lived  in  his  native  county,  in  Barron  County,  and  in  Arkansas.  He  worked 
with  his  father  until  1905,  when  he  started  farming  for  himself  on  63  acres 
inherited  by  his  wife.  Later  he  purchased  60  acres,  making  a  good  place 
of  123  acres.  He  renovated  the  house,  erected  barns  and  outbuildings,  con¬ 
tinued  clearing  the  land,  and  now  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying 
along  modern  and  successful  lines.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Beavers.  He  has  been  successful  in  his  operations,  and  is  well  thought  of 
throughout  the  community.  He  and  his  family  worship  at  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Frisinger  was  married  Nov.  16,  1904,  to  Ida  Espeseth, 
daughter  of  Ole  and  Esther  (Branden)  Espeseth,  natives  of  Norway,  who 
came  to  America  in  the  seventies,  and  located  in  Maple  Grove  Township, 
where  they  took  a  homestead  of  80  acres  in  Section  2,  west.  There  were  then 
few  settlers  in  the  county  except  the  families  connected  with  the  men  in  the 
various  lumber  camps.  The  roads  were  little  more  than  trails,  the  main 
routes  of  travel  being  the  “tote”  roads  of  the  lumber  companies.  Mr. 
Espeseth  carved  a  home  and  farm  in  the  wilderness,  clearing  some  of  the 
land,  erecting  a  log  house  and  barns,  and  carrying  on  farming  for  many  years. 
He  died  in  1889,  and  his  wife  is  still  living  on  the  old  homestead.  In  the 
Espeseth  family  there  were  nine  children,  of  whom  there  are  living  three, 
Gilbert,  Ole  and  Ida.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frisinger  have  four  children:  Arthur, 
born  Oct.  30,  1905;  Norman,  born  March  27,  1907;  Ethel,  born  Aug.  15,  1911; 
and  Marshall,  born  March  22,  1914. 

Malcolm  Green,  owner  of  120  acres,  in  section  16,  east.  Maple  Grove 
Township,  was  born  in  Sweden,  Jan.  1,  1859,  son  of  Gustave  and  Sophia 
(Swanson)  Green,  who  spent  the  span  of  their  years  in  that  country.  He 
received  a  meager  education,  and  early  learned  the  shoemaking  trade,  which 
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in  all,  he  followed  for  fifteen  years.  As  a  young  man  he  served  in  the 
Swedish  Royal  Army  for  six  years,  and  made  an  admirable  record  as  a  good 
soldier.  In  1890  he  came  to  this  country  and  for  the  long  period  of  eighteen 
years  remained  in  the  employ  of  the  piano  factory  of  the  Kimball  Piano  Co., 
at  Chicago.  He  came  to  Barron  County  in  1908  and  settled  on  his  present 
place  which  he  had  purchased  in  1897.  He  cleared  50  acres  of  this  land, 
erected  a  set  of  buildings,  bought  the  right  tools  and  equipment,  and  now 
carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  Although  differing  from  his 
neighbors  in  that  he  was  a  city  man  for  nearly  twenty  years,  he  is  neverthe¬ 
less  well  versed  in  farming  in  all  its  branches,  and  has  been  successful  in  his 
operations.  In  1921  he  further  enhanced  the  value  of  his  place  by  erecting 
a  fine  modern  frame  residence  of  seven  rooms.  Mr.  Green  was  married  Nov. 
18,  1892,  to  Ida  Johnson,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Carlson)  Peterson,  who 
came  to  America  from  Sweden  in  1889,  and  settled  in  Chicago,  where  they 
lived  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  the  father  dying  Jan.  13,  1916,  and  the 
mother,  Dec.  26,  1910.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Green  have  three  children:  Elsie,  born 
Dec.  26,  1894,  is  now  the  wife  of  George  Hanson,  of  Chetek  Township;  Thure 
L.  was  born  April  7,  1898,  and  is  now  in  Michigan.  He  was  in  the  United 
States  service  during  the  World  War  having  been  inducted  into  the  army, 
Aug.  14,  1918.  He  was  sent  to  Peoria,  Ill.,  to  attend  school,  and  then  went  to 
Michigan,  where  he  became  a  mechanic  in  the  Aviation  service.  Rudolph  was 
born  Jan.  15,  1900,  and  is  at  home. 

Mons  Larson  was  the  first  merchant  in  Campia.  He  came  here  in  1900 
and  erected  the  first  building  here,  a  scale  house.  He  purchased  and  shipped 
the  first  car  of  produce  ever  sold  from  here,  loading  the  car  on  the  main  track 
before  a  siding  had  been  established.  He  also  erected  a  potato  warehouse, 
the  first  in  the  place.  In  1908,  he  purchased  the  general  store  established  in 
1900  by  M.  L.  Burke,  and  this  he  conducted  until  1919,  when  he  sold  out.  He 
still  buys  and  ships  general  farm  produce,  especially  hay,  cattle,  calves  and 
poultry.  His  own  flock  of  White  Leghorns  numbers  about  400,  and  to  this 
flock  he  devotes  the  greater  part  of  his  time.  In  1918  he  helped  to  organize 
the  Bank  of  Campia,  and  has  been  its  only  vice  president.  He  is  located 
permanently  in  the  hamlet  he  helped  to  establish,  and  in  1912  erected  a 
modern  home  which  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  neighborhood.  He  has  not  been 
unmindful  of  his  public  duties,  and  for  five  years  he  did  good  service  as 
treasurer  of  Doyle  Township.  Mons  Larson  was  born  in  Norway,  June  26, 
1866,  the  son  of  Lars  and  Helga  (Stoome)  Kellestad,  also  natives  of  that 
country.  In  the  family  there  were  five  children:  Ole,  of  Norway;  Ingeborg, 
of  Belleview,  Minn.;  Helga  (deceased)  ;  Inga  of  Norway,  and  Mons  of  Campia. 
Mons  received  his  early  education  in  Norway.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he 
came  to  the  United  States,  and  located  in  Barron  County,  working  on  farms 
and  in  the  lumber  woods.  In  1891  he  purchased  a  farm  in  Doyle  township, 
nearly  all  wild,  with  only  about  ten  acres  cleared.  He  cleared  much  more, 
built  a  good  frame  house  and  barns,  and  developed  a  good  farm.  The  cross¬ 
roads  at  the  farm  took  the  name  of  Larson’s  Corners,  and  this  name  was 
given  to.  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church  built  there.  In  1907  he  sold  the 
farm,  and  went  to  Rice  Lake,  where  he  engaged  in  business  as  a  dealer  in 
farm  products,  flour  and  feed.  A  year  later  he  came  to  Campia.  Mr.  Larson 
was  married  May  6,  1892,  to  Olena  Fadness,  of  Doyle  Township,  who  was 
born  in  Columbia  County,  Wis.,  Sept.  11,  1857.  They  have  one  daughter, 
Helma.  She  was  born  Sept.  3,  1893,  married  Nels  B.  Nelson,  and  has  four 
children.  They  live  in  Campia. 

John  Forrest,  a  business  man  of  Campia,  was  reared  near  the  village 
where  he  now  lives,  he  has  seen  the  townships  in  the  vicinity  develop  from 
a  wild  forest  to  well  populated  farm  communities,  he  was  acquainted  with 
the  prominent  figures  of  pioneer  life,  and  his  stories  of  men  and  conditions 
of  the  early  days  are  as  interesting  as  they  are  authentic.  He  knew  of  the 
location  of  Campia  when  it  was  a  stretch  of  wood  land,  and  hunted  here 
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when  it  was  covered  with  stumps.  He  owned  the  farm  that  now  embraces  the 
village.  He  saw  the  railroad  come  through  and  the  hamlet  platted.  He  him¬ 
self  erected  the  second  building  in  the  village,  and  has  since  been  identified 
with  its  interests.  Mr.  Forrest  was  born  in  Michigan,  Aug.  8,  1871,  son  of 
Camile  and  Mary  Ann  (Orman)  Forrest,  natives  respectively  of  Canada  and 
Ireland,  who  came  to  Barron  County  in  1876,  and  located  on  a  farm  in  Doyle. 
Township,  one  half  a  mile  from  what  is  now  the  village  of  Campia,  and  there 
devoted  the  remainder  of  their  lives  to  farming.  John  Forrest  assisted  his 
parents  in  developing  the  farm.  In  1895  he  bought  a  farm  of  120  acres  in 
Rice  Lake  Township,  a  part  of  which  embraces  the  present  village  of  Campia. 
After  farming  some  five  years,  he  took  up  the  lumber  business,  logging  in  the 
winter,  and  working  on  the  drives  in  the  spring  and  summer.  In  1903  he 
engaged  in  the  refreshment  business  at  Campia.  He  sells  soft  drinks, 
tobacco,  candy  and  shelf  groceries,  and  maintains  a  pool  table  and  other 
diversions.  Mr.  Forrest  was  married  June  6,  1894,  to  Mary  Roex,  who  was 
born  in  Canada,  in  1873,  and  died  Jan.  18,  1901,  leaving  three  children. 
Raymond  was  born  Feb.  1,  1898,  and  is  in  the  state  of  Washington.  Marie 
was  born  Feb.  8,  1911,  and  keeps  house  for  her  father.  Irene  was  born  Dec. 
31,  1903,  and  lives  in  Minon,  Wis.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  and  Mr.  Forrest  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Columbus. 

The  Bank  of  Campia  was  organized  Nov.  6,  1918,  with  a  capital  of  $10,000 
and  a  surplus  of  $1,000.  So  quickly  did  the  public  respond  to  the  oppor¬ 
tunities  of  banking  here,  that  the  deposits  on  Dec.  29,  1920  had  reached  nearly 
$40,000.  The  first  officers  were:  President,  D.  A.  Russell;  vice  president, 
Mons  Larson;  cashier,  A.  J.  Clark.  The  present  officers  are:  President,  C.  P. 
Stenerson;  vice  president,  Mons  Larson;  cashier,  M.  C.  Johnson,  who  has 
served  since  Feb.  26,  1919. 

M.  C.  Johnson,  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Campia,  was  born  at  Woodville, 
Wis.,  Feb.  3,  1897,  son  of  Charles  J.  and  Mary  A.  (Welk)  Johnson,  both  natives 
of  Wisconsin,  the  former  of  whom  died  Sept.  22,  1920,  and  the  latter  now  re¬ 
sides  in  Canton,,  this  county.  In  the  family  there  were  three  sons,  M.  C.,  of 
Campia;  and  E.  O.  and  H.  W.,  of  Canton.  M.  C.  Johnson  was  reared  in  this 
county.  He  attended  the  public  schools  of  Poskin,  in  Clinton  Township,  and 
in  1916  was  graduated  from  the  Barron  High  School.  Then  he  took  a  year's 
course  in  the  University  of  Wisconsin  at  Madison.  In  1917  he  became  ac¬ 
countant  in  the  Almena  State  Bank,  at  Almena,  this  county.  In  August,  1918, 
he  was  inducted  into  the  United  States  service,  and  was  sent  to  Camp  Taylor, 
where  he  trained  with  the  First  Company,  First  Running  Battalion,  159th 
Depot  Brigade,  until  his  discharge  Dec.  10,  1918.  From  then  until  Tebruary, 
1919,  he  was  engaged  in  looking  after  a  tract  of  720  acres  of  wild  land  near 
Radisson,  Sawyer  County,  this  state,  which  he  still  owns.  He  assumed  the 
duties  of  his  present  position  Feb.  26,  1919,  and  under  his  leadership,  the  bank 
is  forging  ahead.  Mr.  Johnson  was  married  May  11,  1918,  to  Rosalie  A.  Miller, 
of  Almena.  She  was  born  Sept.  11,  1897.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  have  one 
daughter,  Beatrice  M.,  born  April  7,  1919.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the 
German  Lutheran  Church. 

Nels  B.  Nelson,  the  capable  manager  of  the  Campia  Lumber  Co.,  is  one 
of  the  popular  and  well-liked  men  of  Campia  Village,  and  is  taking  his  part  in 
developing  it  into  a  still  more  flourishing  hamlet.  He  was  born  in  Norway, 
March  22, 1888,  son  of  Nels  N.  and  Mary  (Nymoen)  Nelson,  who  came  to  Amer¬ 
ica  in  1890  and  located  in  Duluth,  where  the  father  worked  at  his  trade  as  a 
carpenter.  In  1901  they  came  to  Rice  Lake,  where  the  father  bought  40  acres 
within  the  city  limits,  on  which  he  is  now  farming.  In  the  family  there  were 
three  boys  and  one  girl.  Sigurd  B.  is  in  the  lumber  yard  at  Campia.  Elmer  is 
at  Rice  Lake  with  the  Whitney  Clothing  Co.  Inga  A.  lives  in  Duluth.  Nels  B. 
was  brought  to  Duluth  and  to  Rice  Lake  by  his  parents.  As  a  youth,  he  learned 
the  carpenter  trade,  and  at  this  he  was  engaged  in  Rice  Lake  and  vicinity  until 
1913,  with  the  exception  of  the  years  1909  and  1911,  when  he  was  employed 


by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HISTORY  OF  BARRON  COUNTY 


525 


at  Duluth  by  Kelley,  Howe  &  Thompson,  a  wholesale  hardware  firm.  In  1913 
he  came  to  Campia  as  clerk  for  Mons  Larson  in  his  general  store.  He  has  occu¬ 
pied  his  present  position  with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  his 
employers  since  1916.  The  patrons  are  assured  of  his  fair  dealing  and  he  is 
building  up  a  good  trade.  His  holdings  include  an  interest  in  the  Campia  Box 
Co.  Mr.  Nelson  was  married  Aug.  12,  1914,  at  Campia,  Wis.,  to  Helma  Larson, 
daughter  of  Mons  Larson,  of  Campia,  born  Sept.  3,  1893.  This  union  has  been 
blessed  with  four  children:  Orpha,  born  Jan.  7,  1914;  Marcella,  July  26,  1915; 
Helen,  April  8,  1917;  and  Merlin,  Oct.  18,  1918.  The  family  faith  is  that  of 
the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Leon  Neau,  for  many  years  a  substantial  and  successful  farmer  of  Doyle 
Township,  now  a  respected  resident  of  Campia  Village,  where  he  has  a  pleas¬ 
ant  home,  was  born  in  Canada,  Oct.  8,  1863,  and  was  there  reared.  He  came 
to  Rice  Lake  as  a  youth  in  1880,  and  entered  the  employ  of  Knapp,  Stout  & 
Co.  For  several  years  thereafter  he  was  identified  with  the  lumbering  indus¬ 
try  in  the  winter  time  and  worked  on  farms  in  the  growing  season.  In  1891 
he  rented  a  farm  on  shares.  He  bought  a  place  of  80  acres  in  Cedar  Lake 
Township,  in  1894,  and  there  farmed  four  years.  He  bought  his  present  place 
in  1898.  He  gradually  developed  it  and  in  the  meantime  industriously  carried 
on  general  farming  operations.  After  long  years  of  hard  work,  he  rented  the 
place  to  his  son,  Edward  G.,  and  moved  to  Campia  Village,  where  he  pur¬ 
chased  a  good  modern  home  on  Main  Street.  Mr.  Neau  was  married  Sept.  30, 
1889,  to  Eulalia  Gagner,  who  was  born  in  Rice  Lake  Township,  April  22,  1874, 
daughter  of  Louis  and  Melvina  Gagner,  early  settlers  of  Rice  Lake  Township, 
and  now  residents  of  Stanley  Township,  this  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Neau  have 
had  thirteen  children:  Louis  H.,  Edward  G.,  Claire  O.,  Theophiles  H.,  Ray¬ 
mond  A.,  Noel  J.,  Leslie  M.,  Clarence  W.,  and  Loraine  E.,  living;  ahd  Neapolian, 
Luvina,  Moses  and  Olivia.  Louis  H.  was  born  May  7,  1892,  and  is  farming 
in  Birchwood,  Washburn  County,  Wisconsin.  Edward  G.  was  born  March  16, 
1893,  and  is  on  the  home  farm  in  Doyle  Township.  Claire  0.  was  born  Aug.  13, 
1895,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Napoleon  Aman,  of  Doyle  Township.  Theophiles 
H.  was  born  Feb.  1,  1897;  Raymond  A.  was  born  July  26,  1898;  Noel  J.  was  born 
Dec.  26,  1899;  Leslie  M.  was  born  March  18,  1905;  Clarence  W.  was  born  Jan. 
31,  1911;  and  Loraine  E.  was  born  Dec.  5,  1913.  The  members  of  the  family 
attend  the  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes  Church  at  Dobie,  Wis. 

Charles  Hull,  owner  and  proprietor  of  the  Campia  Garage,  is  one  of  the 
enterprising  and  enthusiastic  young  men  who  are  bringing  Campia  to  the  front 
as  a  thriving  rural  village.  He  serves  the  people  of  the  village  and  surrounding 
country  to  their  satisfaction,  and  his  genial  personality,  skill  and  fairness  do 
much  to  give  strangers  a  most  favorable  impression  of  this  locality.  He  was 
born  in  Grant  County,  Wis.,  July  26,  1885,  son  of  John  and  Anna  (Rewey)  Hull, 
now  residents  of  Plattville,  Wis.  He  was  reared  and  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Lima  Township,  Grant  County,  and  learned  farming  from  his  father, 
gradually  taking  more  and  more  responsibility,  until  1907,  when  he  became  the 
manager  of  the  home  farm.  In  1917  he  came  to  Barron  County,  and  purchased 
120  acres  in  section  11,  Doyle  Township,  on  which  he  successfully  conducted 
farming  operations  until  the  spring  of  1920,  when  he  rented  his  farm,  came  to 
Campia,  purchased  a  pleasant  home  and  built  his  present  garage.  It  is  an  ade¬ 
quate  structure  of  tile  and  cement,  with  a  floor  space  of  60  by  40  feet,  fully 
equipped  with  excellent  machinery  for  all  kinds  of  repairing,  overhauling  and 
rebuilding.  His  office  and  storage  rooms  are  also  admirably  adapted  to  their 
purpose.  He  handles  a  line  of  new  cars  and  tractors,  and  carries  a  good  line 
of  tires,  parts  and  other  accessories.  He  does  a  thriving  business  which  is 
constantly  growing,  as  he  is  a  thorough  business  man,  and  keeps  thoroughly 
abreast  of  the  times  in  every  respect.  Mr.  Hull  was  married  Dec.  22,  1900,  to 
Rose  Cardey,  born  April  2,  1884,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Bertha  Cardey  of 
Grant  County,  Wis.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  seven  children:  Lenice, 
■wife  of  Elmer  Coleman  of  Cedar  Lake  Township;  Irene,  John,  Donald,  Mar- 
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guerite,  Bertha  and  Curtis.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church, 

Daniel  Wirth,  now  deceased,  was  one  of  the  worthy  pioneers  of  Prairie 
Farm  Township.  He  developed  a  good  farm,  took  an  active  part  in  church  and 
school  affairs,  reared  a  family,  which  is  still  prominent  in  the  county,  and  in 
every  way  did  his  duty  as  a  good  man  and  a  patriotic  citizen.  He  was  born  in 
Germany,  April  23,  1841,  and  was  there  reared  and  educated.  As  a  young  man, 
he  set  out  for  America,  and  made  the  voyage  aboard  a  sailing  vessel,  a  trip 
taking  many  a  long  and  tiresome  week.  On  the  same  hoat  was  Katherine  Mil¬ 
ler,  who  was  born  in  Germany,  July  12,  1847.  After  landing,  they  came  to 
Dane  County,  this  state,  and  were  there  married.  There  for  several  years  he 
was  employed  at  general  farm  work.  He  came  to  Barron  County  in  the  late 
sixties,  and  settled  on  160  acres  of  wild  land  in  Section  26,  Prairie  Farm  Town¬ 
ship.  He  put  up  a  log  house,  16  by  24  feet,  with  log  stables,  and  started  clear¬ 
ing  up  the  land.  At  first  he  had  little  to  work  with  but  an  ox  team.  For  a  while 
times  were  hard,  and  to  obtain  funds  to  support  the  family  whije  the  farm  could 
be  made  productive,  he  worked  in  the  lumber  woods  in  the  winter  time  for 
several  seasons.  The  family  has  many  interesting  stories  to  tell  of  his  adven¬ 
tures  in  the  early  day.  On  one  event,  he  walked  to  Menomonie  to  get  a  tooth 
pulled.  When  he  arrived  there  the  pain  was  gone  and  he  decided  to  postpone 
the  pulling.  So  he  trudged  the  long  journey  home  again,  only  to  have  the  tooth 
start  aching  again  just  as  he  got  within  sight  of  his  cabin.  As  time  progressed 
he  replaced  his  log  buildings  with  a  good  set  of  modern  farm  structures,  and 
he  built  up  a  good  farm.  He  was  instrumental  in  the  starting  of  the  German 
Evangelical  Congregation  at  Prairie  Farm  and  held  a  number  of  its  offices. 
For  a  number  of  years  he  was  treasurer  of  the  school  board.  He  died  Oct.  22, 
1905,  and  his  wife  died  Nov.  19,  1918.  They  were  the  parents  of  eight  children: 
Gottlieb,  John,  Anna,  Fred,  Ernest,  Elizabeth,  Margaret  and  Arnold.  Anna 
married  Sim.  Dorn,  of  Barron,  and  was  killed  in  an  automobile  accident  at  Rice 
Lake,  Oct.  31,  1921.  Frank  is  also  dead.  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  Oscar  Meyer, 
of  Prairie  Farm  Township.  Margaret  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Arnold,  of  Dallas 
Township. 

Gottlieb  Wirth  is  a  native  of  this  county  and  has  spent  his  life  of  more 
than  half  a  century  in  the  same  township  where  he  was  born.  He  first  saw  the 
light  of  day  in  Section  26,  Prairie  Farm,  Sept.  19,  1870,  the  son  of  Daniel  and 
Katherine  (Miller)  Wirth,  the  pioneers.  He  was  reared  on  the  home  place  and 
educated  in  the  district  schools.  After  his  father's  death  he  took  130  acres  of 
the  farm.  This  he  operated  successfully,  continuing  the  improvements,  until 
1919,  when  he  sold.  He  now  lives  in  the  same  township  with  his  sister,  Mrs. 
Oscar  Meyer.  He  is  doing  excellent  work  as  road  overseer  and  is  also  the  care¬ 
taker  at  the  German  Evangelical  Church  in  Section  35,  Prairie  Farm  Township. 
He  is  well  liked  by  all  who  know  him,  and  is  interested  in  everything  that  is 
for  the  good  of  the  township. 

Thomas  E.  Ross,  of  the  firm  of  Ross  &  Prince,  draymen,  Rice  Lake,  was 
born  Dec.  20,  1882,  at  Chippewa  Falls,  this  state,  son  of  Thomas  and  Lydia  J. 
(Dickey)  Ross.  Thomas  Ross  was  a  well-known  character  in  Rice  Lake  for 
nearly  three  decades.  He  came  here  from  Chippewa  Falls  in  1891,  built  the 
Ross  Hotel,  and  successfully  conducted  it  until  1914,  when  he  sold  out  to  A.  J. 
Hintz,  and  then  retired.  He  died  Dec.  28,  1918.  He  was  a  genial  soul,  who 
made  friends  with  all,  and  his  death  was  sincerely  mourned.  Thomas  E.  was 
brought  to  Rice  Lake  as  an  energetic  youth  of  nine  years.  He  attended  public 
school  until  in  his  'teens,  and  early  became  interested  in  teaming.  For  six¬ 
teen  winters  he  drove  “tote”  teams  and  worked  at  sledding  in  the  woods.  In 
1906  he  established  a  bus  and  dray  line  in  Rice  Lake.  This  he  sold  in  1910. 
For  the  following  years  he  was  variously  employed.  In  1919  he  formed  his 
present  partnership  with  William  D.  Prince.  The  company  does  a  good  busi¬ 
ness.  Mr.  Ross  was  married  at  Rice  Lake,  June  17,  1907,  to  Kate  Heim,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Jacob  and  Gurtie  (Mitchell)  Heim,  who  were  farmers  of  Rice  Lake  Town- 
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ship.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ross  have  one  son,  Edwin,  born  Feb.  23,  1908,  who  is  doing 
well  with  his  studies  in  the  public  schools.  Mr.  Ross's  mother  makes  her  home 
with  the  family.  For  some  three  years,  Mr.  Ross  was  a  member  of  the  Rice 
Lake  Fire  Department.  He  is  affiliated  with  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor. 

Thomas  O.  Rice,  a  substantial  farmer  of  Maple  Grove  Township,  has 
owned  160  acres  in  Section  21,  east,  Maple  Grove  Township  for  nearly  twenty 
years.  He  was  born  in  Norway,  May  15,  1866,  son  of  Ole  and  Ella  (Hanson) 
Rice,  who  came  to  America  in  1888,  and  settled  in  this  county,  living  with 
their  son,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  the  father 
dying  in  1902  and  the  mother  in  1910.  In  the  family  there  were  five  children, 
Hans,  Anna,  Lena,  Mary  and  Thomas  0.  Thomas  O.  was  educated  in  Nor¬ 
way,  and  in  1884  came  to  this  country  and  secured  employment  in  and  near 
Sand  Creek,  in  Chippewa  County,  this  state.  He  bought  his  present  place 
in  1892.  Twenty-five  acres  had  been  cleared.  He  cleared  35  acres  more, 
erected  buildings  and  fences,  and  has  since  continued  to  carry  on  general 
mixed  farming  and  dairying.  He  and  his  family  attend  the  Norwegian 
Lutheran  Church.  Mr.  Rice  was  married  May  18,  1893,  to  Nettie  Otterholt, 
daughter  of  Ole  and  Sarah  (Johnson)  Otterholt,  who  in  the  eighties  settled 
in  Maple  Grove  Township,  where  they  still  reside.  Mrs.  Rice  died  March  28, 
1902.  She  was  a  good  woman,  a  kindly  neighbor,  a  helpful  wife,  and  a  loving 
mother,  and  her  loss  is  sincerely  mourned.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rice  had  four 
children.  Esther  was  born  May  9,  1897,  and  is  at  home,  keeping  house  for 
her  father.  Stella  was  born  Nov.  9,  1898,  and  lives  in  Minneapolis.  Oliver 
was  born  March  12,  1900,  and  is  at  home.  Oscar  was  born  Feb.  18,  1901  and 
died  Sept.  5,  1918. 

George  C.  Rudell,  who  has  charge  of  the  office  and  sales  work  for  the 
Ford  garage  at  Rice  Lake,  was  born  in  Caudersport,  Penn.,  Feb.  27,  1887,  son 
of  John  A.  and  Anna  (Johnson)  Rudell,  natives  of  Sweden,  now  residing  in 
Douglass  County,  Minn.  He  received  a  public  school  education  in  the 
public  schools,  having  been  brought  to  Yellow  Medicine  County,  Minn.,  as  a 
boy.  He  later  took  the  full  commercial  course  at  the  Gustavus  Adolphus  Col¬ 
lege,  St.  Peter,  Minn.,  and  graduated  with. the  class  of  1907.  Then  he  became 
a  hardware  clerk  working  in  various  places  including  Minneapolis.  He  came 
to  Rice  Lake  and  assumed  the  duties  of  his  present  position  in  1918.  Mr. 
Rudell  was  married  June  2,  1912,  to  Edna  Bjoraa,  of  Boyd,  Minn.,  and  they 
have  four  children:  Beulah  A.,  born  Aug.  3,  1913;  Judith  A.,  born  Aug.  20, 
1916;  Gordon  E.,  born  July  12,  1918,  and  Milton  N.  born  July  9,  1920.  The 
family  faith  is  that  of  the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church.  Mrs.  Rudell  was  born 
Dec.  13,  1891,  daughter  of  P.  C.  and  Anna  Bjoraa,  now  residing  in  New  Rich¬ 
mond,  Wis.  She  attended  the  public  schools  of  Boyd,  Wis.,  and  was  graduated 
from  the  High  School  at  Madison,  Wis.,  in  1910,  after  which  she  devoted 
several  years  to  teaching. 

Harry  H.  Morgan,  proprietor  of  a  restaurant  and  bakery  at  Rice  Lake,  was 
born  in  Martinsville,  Ill.,  May  19,  1875,  son  of  Samuel  and  Laura  (Crigler) 
Morgan,  native  farmers  of  Illinois,  in  which  state  the  father  still  lives,  and 
where  the  mother  died  Feb.  30,  1904.  Harry  H.  received  his  early  education  in 
the  district  schools  and  worked  with  his  father  on  the  farm  until  1893.  Then 
he  learned  the  bakery  business  at  Martinsville,  and  then  continued  to  follow 
his  trade.  He  went  in  business  for  himself  in  1901,  when  he  located  at  Fulda, 
Minn.,  and  opened  a  restaurant  and  bakery.  In  1903  he  came  to  Rice  Lake, 
and  secured  employment  with  Max  Finstewalder  in  his  bakery  and 
restaurant.  In  1913  he  bought  out  his  employer,  and  has  since  conducted  the 
establishment.  He  does  all  the  baking  himself,  and  takes  personal  charge 
of  the  restaurant.  Both  departments  are  popular  and  he  does  a  good  business. 
In  addition  to  these  interests,  he  owns  two  farms,  one  of  40  acres  in  Stanley 
Township,  and  one  of  70  acres  in  Rice  Lake  Township.  The  latter  is  a  good 
dairy  farm,  with  a  pleasant  house,  suitable  barns  and  other  outbuildings,  and 
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a  fine  herd  of  Holsteins.  Mr.  Morgan  is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen 
and  the  Odd  Fellows.  Mr.  Morgan  was  married  Dec.  31,  1902,  to  Olive  Davis, 
born  in  Fulda,  Minn.,  April  19,  1886,  daughter  of  William  and  Norma  (Fish) 
Davis,  who  now  live  in  Minneapolis.  In  the  Davis  family  there  were  five 
children:  Le  Roy  E.,  Wilber  E.,  George  W.,  Glen  and  Olive.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Morgan  have  two  bright  sons,  Glen  born  Aug.  5,  1908,  and  Gerald,  born  Aug. 
5,  1909,  both  of  whom  are  doing  well  with  their  studies  in  the  public  schools. 
The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Markus  Hefty,  now  living  retired  in  Campia  village,  where  he  has  a 
pleasant  home,  is  one  of  the  leading  men  of  his  community.  He  has  de¬ 
veloped  several  farms  in  this  state,  he  has  assisted  in  everything  that  he  has 
believed  to  be  for  the  best  interests  of  the  communities  in  which  he  has  lived, 
and  has  taken  his  share  as  a  good  citizen  in  many  public  movements.  He  has 
won  a  full  measure  of  success  by  hard  work  and  good  management,  he  well 
deserves  all  the  prosperity  that  the  years  have  brought  him,  and  he  is  honored 
and  respected  by  all  who  know  him.  He  was  born  in  Canton  Clarus,  Switzer¬ 
land,  Dec.  15,  1864,  the  sorv  of  Fapin  and  Barbara  (Hosley)  Hefty,  natives  of 
that  country.  The  father  came  to  America  in  1864,  and  settled  in  Green 
County,  this  state,  where  a  few  months  later  he  enlisted  in  a  Wisconsin 
regiment  for  service  in  the  Civil  War.  Upon  his  return  from  the  army  he 
bought  a  farm  near  New  Glarus,  where  he  successfully  farmed  until  1890. 
Then  he  moved  to  the  village,  and  there  died  in  the  same  year.  His  wife 
died  in  1901.  In  the  family  there  were  seven  children:  Marcus,  Fabian,  Wil¬ 
liam,  Samuel,  David,  Henry  and  Barbara.  Marcus  attended  school  in  Switzer¬ 
land  and  was  brought  to  Green  County  Wis.,  as  a  boy.  He  there  continued 
his  schooling.  In  1872  he  started  to  learn  the  stone  mason’s  trade,  which  oc¬ 
cupation  he  followed  for  six  years.  Then,  in  1878,  he  purchased  160  acres  in 
Green  County,  and  there  carried  on  farming  and  dairying.  He  built  a  good 
set  of  buildings,  and  cleared  about  30  acres.  In  1885  he  again  took  up  his 
trade  at  New  Glarus.  The  next  year  he  bought  320  acres  in  Lafayette  County, 
also  in  this  state,  which  he  operated  for  seven  years.  In  the  meantime  he 
put  up  a  cheese  factory  which  he  managed  for  four  years.  From  there  he 
went  to  Dane  County  in  1893,  and  rented  farms  for  three  years.  It  was  in 
1900  that  he  came  to  Barron  County,  and  bought  160  acres  in  Section  32, 
Cedar  Lake  Township.  He  built  a  good  set  of  buildings,  cleared  forty  acres, 
fenced  most  of  it,  and  successfully  carried  on  general  farming  and  dairying. 
In  the  spring  of  1921  he  retired  and  moved  to  Campia,  where  he  is  reaping  the 
rewards  of  a  well-spent  life.  Mr.  Hefty  was  married  Nov.  25,  1875,  to 
Catherine  Durst,  who  was  born  in  New  Glarus,  Feb.  4,  1859,  the  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Rachel  Durst,  natives  of  Switzerland.  She  died  Oct.  15,  1906, 
leaving  seven  children  all  residents  of  this  state,  namely:  Thomas,  of  Green 
County;  Marcus,  of  Dane  County;  William,  a  cheesemaker  of  Barron  County; 
Barbara,  wife  of  John  Helstab,  of  Rice  Lake  Township,  this  county;  Jacob  of 
Rice  Lake  Township,  this  county;  Henry,  of  Green  County,  and  John,  who  is 
at  home.  Mr.  Hefty  was  again  married  Oct.  28,  1915,  to  Anna  Kohley,  widow 
of  Charles  Plain,  and  born  in  Aurora,  Kane  County,  Ill.,  Sept.  4,  1872,  the 
daughter  of  John  and  Eva  (Wilber)  Kohley,  who  were  natives  of  Germany 
and  settled  in  Kane  County,  Ill.,  as  farmers.  By  her  marriage  with  Charles 
Plain,  a  farmer,  Anna  Kohley  had  eight  children:  Anthony  and  Anna,  who 
died;  Edward,  Henry,  Rase,  Esther,  Carl  and  John.  Edward  served  in 
France  in  the  World  War,  a  member  of  Company  A,  78th  Division,  and  "went 
over  the  top”  six  times.  Henry  was  also  in  the  army,  being  attached  to  an 
infantry  organization  stationed  in  Mississippi. 

William  Germain,  leading  citizen  of  Campia  village,  is  postmaster,  depot 
and  express  agent,  proprietor  of  a  dray  line,  landlord  of  the  Campia  Hotel,  and 
assistant  shipper  of  the  Equity  Exchange  Produce  Co.  He  was  born  at 
Somerset,  Wis.,  Dec.  19,  1884,  son  of  Hubert  and  Lena  (Laverture)  Germain, 
both  of  whom  are  now  deceased.  He  was  educated  in  his  native  town  and 
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early  perfected  himself  in  cheese  making,  working  in  a  cheese  factory  and 
taking  a  two-term  course  in  the  dairy  school  of  the  agricultural  department 
of  the  University  of  Minnesota.  He  came  to  Barron  County  in  1906  as  head 
cheese  maker  for  the  Central  Cheese  Co.  in  Cedar  Lake  Township.  Three 
years  later  he  took  a  similar  position  with  the  Campia  Cheese  Co.  at  Campia. 
Failing  health  caused  him  to  give  up  cheese  making  in  1909.  He  according¬ 
ly  engaged  in  the  restaurant  business  for  a  while,  in  Campia,  and  a  little  later 
took  up  farming  on  a  near-by  farm.  In  1919  he  purchased  a  building  in  the 
village,  moved  it  to  its  present  site,  and  remodeled  it  into  the  Campia  Hotel 
which  he  and  his  wife  now  conduct.  In  connection  with  the  hotel,  he  also 
operates  a  dray  line.  Sept.  26,  1912,  he  was  made  depot  and  express  agent 
at  Campia,  and  on  Feb.  1,  1921,  he  was  appointed  postmaster.  He  is  an 
energetic  man  and  is  doing  much  for  the  upbuilding  of  the  village.  Jan.  7, 
1908,  he  was  married  to  Delena  Amans,  who  was  born  March  17,  1889, 
daughter  of  Anton  and  Philomena  Amans.  Born  in  Canada  and  afterwards 
residents  of  Connecticut,  her  parents  came  forty  years  ago  to  Barron  County, 
Wis.,  among  the  early  settlers.  They  are  living  in  Doyle  Township.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Germain  are  the  parents  of  seven  living  children:  Lucille,  born  Sept.  21, 
1910;  Emily  July  31,  1912;  Marie,  April  3,  1914;  Anna,  March  17,  1915;  Melvin, 
May  25,  1916;  Stella,  in  1918,  and  Irvin,  April  4,  1920.  Andre,  the  oldest 
child,  was  born  May  7,  1909,  and  died  on  the  following  day. 

James  Jerry  Flynn,  a  representative  farmer  of  section  34,  east,  Chetek 
Township,  was  born  on  the  home  farm  in  Section  27,  east,  Chetek  Township, 
the  son  of  Benjamin  Franklin  and  Josie  (Adair)  Flynn,  the  pioneers.  He  was 
reared  on  the  old  homestead,  and  first  attended  the  old  log  school  house,  which 
his  father  had  helped  to  establish.  When  the  frame  schoolhouse  was  put 
up,  he  attended  the  first  session  of  school  therein.  In  1919  he  started  in  for 
himself  on  his  present  farm.  In  addition  to  this  he  owns  64  acres  in  Dovre 
township.  He  is  known  as  a  shrewd  and  prudent  farmer,  who  works  early 
and  late,  and  whose  deepest  interests  are  in  his  home  and  his  family.  He 
carries  on  general  farming  along  modern  lines,  and  makes  a  specialty  of 
Holstein  cattle  and  Hampshire  swine.  Mr.  Flynn,  like  his  father  before  him, 
is  well  known  throughout  the  community,  and  is  well  liked  by  all  with  whom 
he  comes  in  contact.  He  has  great  faith  in  the  future  of  Barron  County,  and 
is  already  well  along  the  road  to  success.  Mr.  Flynn  was  married  at  Chetek 
on  Dec.  23,  1919,  to  Florence  Isabelle  Henry,  born  in  Walworth  County  this 
state,  on  Nov.  16,  1903,  the  daughter  of  Alexander  and  Ethel  (Weeks)  Henry, 
the  former  a  native  of  that  county,  and  the  latter  a  native  of  Algoma, 
Kewaunee  County,  this  state.  Mr.  Henry  died  in  Walworth  County,  and  his 
wife  now  makes  her  home  with  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Flynn  have  one  child,  Malcolm  D. 

Claude  F.  Kopp,  a  well-known  farmer  of  Section  27,  east,  Chetek  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  Rock  Creek  Township,  Dunn  County,  this  state,  Sept.  29, 
1892,  the  son  of  Fred  and  Seetate  (Norris)  Kopp,  both  born  in  Wisconsin,  the 
former  on  Feb.  25,  1867,  and  the  latter  Sept.  28,  1859.  Fred  Kopp,  the  father, 
is  one  of  the  real  leaders  of  his  community.  He  early  turned  his  attention  to 
public  affairs,  and  for  twelve  years  was  chairman  of  Rock  Creek  Township, 
and  a  member  of  the  school  board  of  his  district.  For  one  term  he  did  most 
excellent  service  as  sheriff  of  Dunn  County.  In  the  early  days  of  the 
American  Society  of  Equity,  he  saw  in  it  an  opportunity  for  better  organiza¬ 
tion  among  the  farmers,  and  became  one  of  its  most  active  workers.  He  has 
also  been  prominent  in  the  Maccabees  and  the  Yeomen.  He  and  his  good  wife 
are  now  living  in  Eau  Claire,  Wis.,  where  they  are  highly  respected  and  well 
beloved.  They  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  They  have  had  eight 
children:  Elmer,  Earl,  Lloyd,  Glee,  Wilber,  Claude  F.,  Clayton  (deceased)  and 
Herbert  (deceased).  Claude  F.  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  of  his 
neighborhood,  and  in  the  Dunn  County  Agricultural  School.  In  1913  he 
worked  on  the  Lange  Canning  Farm  in  Chetek  Township.  In  the  fall  of  1914 
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he  bought  a  farm  of  60  acres  near  Menomonie,  in  his  native  county,  but  sold 
it  the  next  summer,  and  became  foreman  on  the  farm  of  the  Lange  Canning 
Co.  in  Chetek  Township,  which  position  he  held  two  years.  Then  he  occupied 
a  similar  position  near  Bloomer,  Chippewa  County,  for  the  Bloomer  Canning 
Co.  In  1920  he  bought  his  present  place.  He  has  a  good  farm  with  a  neat  set 
of  buildings,  including  a  house,  barns  and  silo.  On  this  place  he  conducts 
general  farming,  and  raises  Holstein  cattle,  and  the  usual  horses,  swine  and 
poultry.  In  addition  to  his  farm,  he  has  various  local  interests,  and  is  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Moose  Ear  Cheese  Co.  on  the  Moose  Ear  Creek.  Fraternally  he  is 
a  member  of  the  Woodmen  of  the  World  and  the  Bankers’  Life  Co.  Mr.  Kopp 
was  married  at  Chetek,  Wis.,  May  7,  1914,  to  Evelyn  G.  Dahl,  who  was  born  in 
Eau  Claire  on  Dec.  24,  1893,  the  daughter  of  Gustave  H.  and  Emma  F.  (Bar¬ 
den)  Dahl.  They  have  a  pleasant  home  and  take  their  part  in  the  social 
affairs  of  the  community. 

John  Onson,  who  is  successfully  farming  65  acres  in  Section  12,  Chetek 
Township,  was  born  in  Lillehammer,  Norway,  March  23,  1867,  son  of  John 
Johnson  and  his  wife  Martha  Olson.  He  came  to  America  in  1885,  and  took 
up  his  home  with  his  sister,  Annie,  wife  of  Alaf  Serley,  who  lived  in  Chetek 
township,  this  county.  He  secured  employment  with  the  Chippewa  Logging 
Co.,  and  worked  for  them  for  many  winters  thereafter,  spending  his  summers 
working  on  farms  in  Wisconsin  and  the  Dakotas.  In  1892,  in  company  with 
Olaf  Serley,  he  purchased  145  acres,  of  which  he  secured  65  acres.  He  erected 
a  frame  house,  barn,  silo,  garage,  sheds  and  other  buildings,  and  has 
gradually  brought  the  place  to  a  good  stage  of  development.  He  carries  on 
general  farming,  making  a  specialty  of  cattle,  swine,  poultry,  oats  and  potatoes. 
His  holdings  include  stock  in  the  Farmers  Co-operative  Creamery  at  Chetek. 
The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church.  Mr.  Onson  was 
married  Dec.  14,  1902  to  Pauline  Running,  who  was  born  in  Norway,  Dec.  11, 
1876,  and  came  to  this  country  in  1900.  By  her  first  husband,  Oliver  Bakken, 
she  has  a  daughter,  Betsey,  born  in  Christiania,  Norway,  Aug.  14,  1899.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Onson  have  four  children.  Martha  was  born  June  20,  1904;  Jenny, 
Dec.  15,  1905;  Olga  Pauline,  Oct.  7,  1910,  and  Lillian  Marie,  Nov.  20,  1917. 

Alve  O.  Olsen,  telegraph  operator  at  Chetek,  was  born  in  Arcadia,  Trem¬ 
pealeau  County,  Wis.,  April  26,  1892,  son  of  Lewis  and  Matilda  (Moe)  Olsen. 
The  father  was  born  near  La  Crosse,  Wis.,  and  the  mother  in  Norway.  She 
came  to  America  when  a  child  and  was  married  to  Lewis  Olsen  in  Arcadia. 
For  many  years  he  was  in  the  mercantile  business  in  Trempealeau  County, 
but  is  now  living  retired  at  Cameron,  Wis.  Their  children  were  Hilda,  Elmer, 
Alve,  Selmer  and  Helen.  Elmer  died  in  infancy.  Alve  O.  Olsen  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools  of  Arcadia  and  Eleva,  Trempealeau  County.  Then  for 
nine  months  he  was  a  student  at  the  Northwestern  Telegraph  School  at 
Eau  Claire,  Wis.  On  beginning  active  industrial  life,  his  first  station  was 
at  Truax,  Wis.,  where  he  worked  a  short  time  for  the  C.  St.  P.  M.  &  O.  Rail¬ 
way.  He  was  next  at  Bloomer  one  year  for  the  same  company.  He  came  to 
Chetek  as  operator  June  30,  1915,  for  the  Omaha  railroad  and  has  since 
remained  here.  He  is  a  popular  member  of  the  community  and  has 
a  pleasant  home  on  Douglas  street.  He  was  married  on  April  8,  1914,  to 
Lettie  R.  Kilmer,  who  was  born  at  Hillsdale,  Barron  County,  Wis.,  Oct.  22, 
1893,  daughter  of  George  M.  and  Elizabeth  (Strawderman)  Kilmer,  elsewhere 
mentioned  in  this  volume.  For  several  years  prior  to  her  marriage  Mrs.  Olson 
was  a  clerk  in  the  store  of  Brown  and  Machlin  at  Hillsdale.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Olson  are  the  parents  of  two  children:  Elden  Neal,  born  July  15,  1916,  and 
Phyllis  Alcy,  born  Feb.  20,  1917.  The  family  attend  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

George  W.  Babcock  was  born  in  Perry,  Maine,  of  Scotch  ancestry,  and 
was  brought  to  St.  Croix  County,  this  state  in  pioneer  days  by  his  parents. 
He  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  amid  the  primitive  conditions  of  the  time,  and 
as  a  young  man  married  Mary  Peabody.  She  was  born  in  New  York  City,  of 
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English  and  French  descent,  and  like  her  husband  was  brought  to  St.  Croix 
County  as  a  child  in  pioneer  days.  After  working  at  farm  work  and  in  the 
lumber  woods  for  a  while,  Mr.  Babock  became  a  stationary  engineer,  and  spent 
all  the  remainder  of  his  days  operating  sawmills  in  the  lumber  woods  of 
northwestern  Wisconsin.  He  came  to  Barron  County  in  1886,  and  died  here 
in  1904.  His  wife  still  makes  her  home  here.  In  the  family  there  were  eight 
children.  William  and  Pearl  died  in  infancy.  Eliza  is  the  wife  of  Thomas 
Dovery,  of  Eugene,  Ore.  Lulu  died  as  a  young  woman.  Amos  is  a  business 
man  of  Chetek.  Susan  lives  in  Barron  City  with  her  mother.  William 
(second)  died  Sept.  20,  1920.  Irene  lives  in  Barron  City  with  her  mother. 

The  Barron  County  Canning  &  Pickle  Co.,  Chetek,  cans  peas,  corn  and 
beets,  and  puts  up  dill  pickles.  Its  stockholders  are  among  the  leading  busi¬ 
ness  men  and  farmers  of  the  vicinity,  and  the  company  does  a  good  business. 
It  furnishes  an  output  for  farm  produce,  it  proves  profitable  to  its  owners,  and 
it  helps  to  advertise  the  merits  of  Chetek  as  an  agricultural  and  business 
center.  The  concern  was  started  in  1906  by  a  promoter  from  Hastings,  Minn., 
who  saw  here  the  opportunity  for  establishing  such  a  concern.  Later  it 
passed  into  the  control  of  the  Lange  interests  of  Eau  Claire.  A  reorganiza¬ 
tion  was  effected  in  1918,  with  local  people  in  charge.  The  first  directors 
were:  G.  J.  Lange,  president;  Ernest  Rohlf,  vice  president;  C.  A.  Arden, 
secretary;  Amos  Babcock,  treasurer,  and  Dr.  W.  G.  Malcolm.  The  present 
directors  are:  B.  M.  Apker,  president;  Ernest  Rohlf,  vice  president;  M.  I. 
Berg,  secretary;  Amos  Babock,  treasurer,  and  Dr.  W.  G.  Malcolm. 

Amos  Babcock,  manager  of  the  Barron  County  Canning  &  Pickle  Co.,  of 
which  he  is  also  treasurer,  was  born  in  St.  Croix  County,  this  state,  Oct. 
4,  1875,  son  of  George  W.  and  Mary  (Peabody)  Babcock.  He  attended  the 
graded  schools  and  the  High  School  at  Baldwin,  Wis.  At  the  age  of  sixteen 
he  started  to  learn  the  printer's  trade  and  was  thereafter  employed  for  sev¬ 
eral  years,  first  as  an  assistant  in  country  newspaper  plants  and  later  for  him¬ 
self.  He  came  to  Barron  County  in  1886.  He  established  the  “Cameron 
Review”,  at  Cameron  in  1896.  In  1898  he  sold  out  and  went  to  Turtle  Lake, 
also  in  this  county.  There  he  started  the  Turtle  Lake  “Advance”.  He  entered 
the  canning  industry  in  1908  and  was  superintendent  of  the  Turtle  Lake 
factory  until  1916,  when  he  went  to  Minnesota,  and  that  year  won  first  prize 
on  peas  and  corn  in  the  state  contest.  In  1917  he  assumed  the  duties  of  his 
present  position  as  manager,  and  upon  the  re-organization  of  the  company  in 
1918  was  made  treasurer  as  well.  He  is  a  most  capable  manager.  He  knows 
his  business  thoroughly,  and  he  has  the  happy  faculty  of  pleasing  the  stock¬ 
holders,  the  people  from  whom  he  buys  products,  the  people  who  work  for  him, 
the  people  to  whom  he  sells  his  product,  and  the  ultimate  consumer.  Frater¬ 
nally  he  is  a  popular  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Odd  Fellows. 
He  is  also  interested  in  the  Community  Club.  In  public  affairs  he  has  like¬ 
wise  been  active,  and  has  served  well  as  clerk  of  the  school  board  and  as 
member  of  the  city  council.  Mr.  Babcock  was  married  Dec.  31,  1895,  to  Lola 
Whittemore,  who  was  born  in  Princeton,  Wis.,  daughter  of  L.  F.  and  Minerva 
(Briggs)  Whitemore,  pioneers  of  Green  Lake  County,  and  natives  respectively 
of  New  York  and  Wisconsin.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Babcock  have  had  two  children: 
Bessie  Fay  was  born  Jan.  13,  1897.  Paul  was  born  Feb.  11,  1898,  and  died  in 
infancy.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church. 

George  Henry  Rapley,  early  storekeeper  at  Cameron,  at  one  time  post¬ 
master  there,  for  some  years  a  farmer  in  Chetek  township,  and  now  living 
retired  in  Chetek  village,  was  born  in  Fond  du  Lac,  this  state,  May  12,  1857, 
the  son  of  Charles  and  Mary  (Freeman)  Rapley.  The  father,  an  expert  me¬ 
chanic,  and  a  past  master  of  the  Masonic  Lodge  at  Fond  du  Lac,  died  a  week 
before  George  H.  was  born.  There  was  another  son,  Charles  H.,  in  the  family. 
The  mother  had  earlier  married  Nathanial  Parks,  and  to  this  union  had  been 
born  three  daughters,  Emma,  Martha  and  Mary.  Mr.  Parks  was  killed  soon 
after  the  youngest  child  was  born,  and  the  mother  took  the  children  to  live 
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with  the  grandfather,  Cyrus  Freeman,  at  Fond  du  Lac.  She  was  there 
married  to  Charles  Rapley.  After  his  death,  she  took  the  family  of  five 
children  to  Houston,  Minn.  In  1865  they  came  to  Chippewa  County,  in  this 
state,  and  after  a  few  years  took  up  their  residence  in  Minneapolis,  Minn. 
George  Henry  was  reared  in  Minnesota  and  Wisconsin.  While  living  with  the 
family  in  Chippewa  County,  he  first  visited  this  county,  in  the  employ  of 
Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  and  later  located  here  permanently.  He  was  one  of  the 
far-sighted  men  who  foresaw  the  possibilities  of  the  county  from  a  com¬ 
mercial  standpoint,  and  being  a  man  of  mercantile  ability,  he  determined  to 
open  a  store  at  Cameron.  In  1882,  when  the  railroad  was  built  to  Cameron, 
he  received  the  first  load  of  goods  that  came  in  the  first  freight  shipment,  and 
opened  a  general  store.  This  he  conducted  for  fifteen  years.  For  six  years 
he  was  postmaster,  being  appointed  by  President  William  McKinley.  Mr. 
Rapley  was  an  ideal  pioneer  storekeeper.  He  was  genial  by  nature,  he  was 
a  natural  trader,  he  knew  the  needs  of  the  community,  he  was  a  sincere  be¬ 
liever  in  progress,  and  the  story  of  the  early  days  in  the  village  is  inseparably 
linked  with  his  name.  He  had  the  confidence  of  all  the  people,  he  was  ever 
willing  to  do  his  share  in  every  good  work  even  at  personal  sacrifice,  and  his 
influence  on  the  community  was  distinctly  a  good  one.  In  1905,  after  the 
village  had  grown,  he  disposed  of  his  mercantile  interests,  and  located  on  190 
acres  in  Section  15,  west,  Chetek  township.  He  moved  into  the  log  cabin  on 
the  place,  with  his  wife  and  fourteen  children,  and  started  building  up  a 
farm.  They  all  worked  together  in  concord,  and  soon  the  work  was  crowned 
with  success.  Mr.  Rapley  built  a  fine  set  of  buildings,  fenced  and  improved 
the  land,  purchased  good  equipment,  and  in  time  had  one  of  the  best  places 
in  the  whole  community,  everything  about  the  farm  bespeaking  the  thrift, 
hard  work  and  good  judgment  of  the  owner.  On  this  place  he  made  his  home 
until  November,  1920,  when  he  retired  and  moved  to  Chetek  village.  Mr. 
Rapley  was  married  at  Cameron,  on  Nov.  25,  1884,  to  Luella  J.  Richardson, 
who  was  born  in  Richland  County,  Wis.,  Aug.  31,  1868,  and  died  March  13, 
1920.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rapley  had  fifteen  children:  Guy  Raymond  (deceased), 
George  (who  was  the  first  rural  mail  carrier  out  of  Cameron),  Leroy,  Ida  May 
(deceased),  Myrtle,  Pearl,  Lila  May  (deceased),  Katherine,  Ethel,  Blanche, 
Charles  Henry,  Loretta,  Clara  Belle,  Charlotte  and  Theodore  Roosevelt. 

Warren  J.  Burnham,  furniture  dealer  and  funeral  director,  was  born  in 
Concord,  New  Hampshire,  Dec.  7,  1865,  son  of  Joseph  and  Martha  (Worth) 
Burnham,  who  in  1868  settled  in  Richland  Center,  Richland  County,  Wis., 
where  they  lived  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  the  father  dying  in  1911,  and 
the  mother  in  1912.  In  the  family  there  were  six  children.  Marzetta  married 
William  Simpson,  and  they  live  in  Richland  Center,  this  state.  Albert  J.  lives 
in  Lloyd,  Richland  County,  Wis.  Warren  J.  is  a  business  man  of  Chetek.  Ida 
is  also  in  Lloyd.  Edwin  and  another  died  in  infancy.  Warren  J.  was  reared 
in  Richland  County,  and  as  a  young  man  did  farm  work,  carpenter  work  and 
clerical  work.  He  came  to  Barron  County  in  1886,  and  located  at  Canton, 
where  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  for  a  while  with  his  father-in- 
law,  Antoine  Rollette.  Then  he  occupied  his  time  in  construction  work  on  the 
“Soo”  railroad.  He  came  to  Chetek  in  1890  and  for  a  year  worked  as  a  car¬ 
penter.  Feb.  16,  1891,  he  bought  out  T.  C.  Chase,  and  established  his  present 
business.  The  present  sightly  building,  erected  in  1909,  adjoins  the  site  of  the 
former  store.  He  owns  both  buildings.  He  is  a  progressive  citizen,  and  is 
well  liked,  both  as  a  business  man  and  as  a  citizen.  He  carries  a  satisfactory 
line  of  furniture,  hardware,  paints,  and  school  supplies,  and  does  a  good 
business.  He  is  the  only  undertaker  in  Chetek,  and  his  equipment  in  these 
lines  is  adequate  in  every  respect.  When  the  city  of  Chetek  was  incorporated 
in  1891,  Mr.  Burnham  was  the  first  city  marshal  appointed,  and  he  has  served 
in  one  capacity  or  another  with  the  city  nearly  ever  since,  having  been  aider- 
man  two  terms,  and  treasurer  for  the  past  ten  years.  From  1891  to  1893  he 
was  deputy  sheriff  under  Sheriff  J.  A.  H.  Johnson.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  mem- 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  OF  BARRON  COUNTY 


533 


ber  of  the  Masonic  order,  the  Modern  Woodmen  and  the  Odd  Fellows.  Mr. 
Burnham  was  married  Dec.  27,  1885,  to  Eliza  Rollette,  born  in  Lloyd,  Rich¬ 
land  County,  this  state,  daughter  of  Antoine  and  Marion  (Wood)  Rollette, 
who  came  to  Canton,  in  Barron  County,  in  1886,  later  moving  to  Chetek  where 
they  died.  Mrs.  Burnham  died  on  Christmas  Day,  1915,  and  was  buried  on 
her  wedding  anniversary.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burnham  have  two  sons,  William  W. 
and  Bertram.  William  W.  was  born  Nov.  28,  1889,  and  is  associated  with  his 
father  in  business.  He  married  Elizabeth  Slawson,  Dec.  27,  1911,  and  they 
have  four  children:  Thayer,  Natalie,  Elizabeth  and  William  L.  Bertram  was 
born  March  13,  1893,  married  Jennie  Calkins,  and  has  two  children,  Bernice 
and  Laddie.  An  adopted  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burnham,  Eva  Hendrick¬ 
son,  born  April  20,  1901,  is  now  attending  the  Chetek  High  School. 

William  G.  Malcolm,  M.  D.,  practicing  physician  and  surgeon,  mayor  of 
Chetek,  farm  owner  and  operator,  capitalist  and  business  man,  is  one  of  the 
influential  men  of  the  city,  and  an  outstanding  figure  in  the  life  of  the  city, 
township  and  county.  He  was  born  at  Chesley,  Ontario,  Canada,  April  3,  1866, 
son  of  John  and  Ellen  (Madole)  Malcom,  natives  of  Ontario,  Canada,  the 
paternal  grandparents  being  natives  of  Scotland,  and  the  maternal  grand¬ 
parents  of  Ireland.  The  father,  a  farmer,  died  in  Canada  in  1910,  and  the 
mother  in  1891.  In  the  family  there  were  eleven  children,  three  sons  and 
eight  daughters.  Margaret  Ann  married  Joseph  Simpson,  and  died  in 
Canada,  leaving  eight  children.  Mary  Ellen,  single,  lives  with  relatives  at 
Nestleton,  Province  of  Ontario,  Canada.  Matilda  Jane  is  the  wife  of  F.  B. 
Stade,  a  merchant  of  Harrison,  Ontario,  Canada.  William  G.  is  a  prominent 
citizen  of  Chetek,  Barron  County.  Sarah  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Gilcrist,  and 
lives  near  Lake  Simcoe,  Ontario,  Canada.  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  T.  J. 
Hughes,  a  school  principal  in  Ontario,  Canada.  Stewart  is  a  hardware 
merchant  at  Chesley,  Ontario,  Canada.  He  married  Sadie  Kirkwood.  James 
J.,  a  graduate  of  Trinity  School  of  Toronto,  Canada,  is  a  physician  of  Chetek, 
Barron  County.  Jennie  is  the  wife  of  James  Kirkwood,  of  Chesley,  Ontario, 
Canada.  Ida  is  the  wife  of  Gavin  Kirkwood,  who  farms  near  Chesley.  Mabel 
is  the  wife  of  Allen  Kirkwood,  of  Chesley,  Province  of  Ontario,  Canada.  The 
Kirkwoods  come  of  an  old  and  gentle  English  family,  and  those  who  are  inter¬ 
married  with  the  Malcolms  are  brothers  and  sisters.  William  G.  Malcolm 
passed  through  the  public  school  of  his  native  place  and  received  his  medical 
education  in  Queen’s  University,  Kingston,  Canada.  He  was  graduated  in 
1893,  and  on  June  23,  of  that  year,  came  to  Chetek,  and  opened  an  office, 
winning  the  confidence  of  the  people  from  the  very  start.  He  early  attracted 
attention  in  public  life,  he  served  one  term  as  alderman,  several  terms  as 
health  officer,  and  has  been  mayor  at  intervals  some  six  terms.  He  is  much 
interested  in  farming,  and  owns  520  acres  in  Dovre  Township,  this  county, 
which  he  personally  supervises,  and  manages  through  a  foreman.  About  200 
acres  are  under  cultivation,  and  the  buildings  include  three  ‘good  houses,  a 
barn  36  by  102  feet,  32  feet  high,  with  full  basement  and  equipped  with  the 
modern  “Humane”  stanchions,  a  horse  barn  joined  to  the  main  barn,  a  swine 
house,  a  large  granary,  milk  house  and  two  silos.  The  machinery  includes  a 
tractor  and  a  “Stover”  grinder.  At  Chetek,  Dr.  Malcolm  is  stockholder  in  the 
Chetek  Auto  Co.,  of  which  he  and  B.  M.  Apker  own  about  two-thirds;  a  stock¬ 
holder  and  director  of  the  Barron  Canning  and  Pickle  Co.,  of  Chetek;  a 
stockholder  in  the  Chetek  Co-operative  Mercantile  Co.,  and  a  stockholder  in 
the  Chetek  State  Bank.  He  is  president  of  the  Farmers’  State  Bank  of  Canton, 
this  county.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows.  The  pleasant 
and  sightly  family  residence  has  been  occupied  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century. 
Ur.  Malcolm  was  married  Aug.  12,  1903,  to  Ruth  Philips,  born  in  Menomonie, 
Wis.,  Nov.  11,  1880,  daughter  of  Jerome  C.  and  Rosalie  (Cowing)  Phillips, 
who  brought  her  to  Chetek  when  she  was  twelve  years  old.  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Malcolm  are  the  parents  of  eight  children:  John  Phillip,  born  June  18,  1904, 
was  drowned  in  Lake  Chetek,  June  7,  1908.  George  Andrew,  born  April  28, 
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1907,  died  Sept.  25,  of  the  same  year.  Ellen  Rosalie  was  born  April  30,  1908, 
Ruth  Elizabeth,  Sept.  26,  1909;  Katherine  Ann,  Oct.  17,  1910;  Margaret,  April 
13,  1912;  Mary  Patricia,  Oct.  31,  1914,  and  William  George,  Jr.,  Nov.  3,  1915. 
The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

B.  C.  Leonard,  capable  cashier  of  the  Brill  State  Bank  of  Brill,  is  one 
of  the  energetic  young  men  of  the  place,  has  a  strong  faith  in  the  future  of 
the  hamlet,  and  is  doing  his  share  toward  its  growth  and  progress.  He  has  a 
good  knowledge  of  farm  conditions,  he  is  a  pleasing  personality,  and  he  com¬ 
bines  the  necessary  conservatism  of  a  successful  banker,  with  the  liberal 
point  of  view  which  makes  for  prosperity.  Born  at  Spring  Valley,  Minn., 
Oct.  19,  1895,  the  son  of  Fred  and  Nellie  (Harris)  Leonard,  he  was  reared  in 
that  pleasant  village,  passed  through  the  graded  schools,  and  in  1913  was 
graduated  from  the  Spring  Valley  High  School.  Then  he  entered  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Minnesota,  and  was  graduated  therefrom  with  the  degree  of  B.  A. 
in  the  class  of  1917.  He  took  part  in  various  college  activities  and  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Delta  Theta  Phi.  Thus  equipped  with  a  thorough  college  training, 
he  became  accountant  in  the  Bank  of  Boyceville,  at  Boyceville,  Wis.  From 
there,  in  February,  1918,  he  enlisted  in  the  navy,  was  assigned  to  the  radio 
service,  and  trained  at  Cambridge,  Mass.  He  was  discharged  March,  1919, 
and  for  a  short  time  was  employed  in  the  First  National  Bank  of  Spring  Valley. 
When  the  Brill  State  Bank  opened  its  doors  May  6,  1919,  he  was  placed  in 
charge  as  cashier  and  in  this  position  he  has  since  remained.  Under  his 
capable  management  the  bank  has  increased,  and  in  December,  1921,  com¬ 
pleted  a  new  banking  house,  built  of  brick  and  tile,  and  furnished  with  mod¬ 
ern  equipment.  Mr.  Leonard  was  married  Sept.  29,  1921,  to  Olive  Olson, 
daughter  of  O.  E.  and  Susannah  Olson,  of  Rice  Lake.  He  attends  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church.  Fred  Leonard  died  in  December,  1902,  and  his  wife  now 
makes  her  home  with  the  son,  B.  C.,  at  Brill.  The  children  in  the  family  were 
Minnie,  Grace,  B.  C.  and  Harris.  Minnie  is  the  wife  of  W.  J.  Tobin,  of 
Evelyth,  Minn.  Grace  is  the  wife  of  W.  R.  Zable,  of  Boyceville,  Wis.  Harris 
is  a  business  man  of  Minneapolis. 

Carl  Amundson,  a  retired  farmer  living  in  Cameron,  for  many  years  a 
leading  citizen  of  Section  27,  Stanley  Township,  was  born  in  Forberg,  Nor¬ 
way,  Nov.  15,  1862,  the  son  of  Amund  and  Marie  Christensen.  He  was  the 
youngest  of  five  children,  the  others  being  Christian,  Mathias,  Andrew  and 
Christiana.  The  father  died  in  Norway.  Mathias  was  the  first  to  come  to 
the  United  States.  He  was  followed  by  Andrew,  and  the  latter  at  intervals 
by  the  other  members  of  the  family.  Carl,  who  came  last,  arrived  in  1882,  and 
lived  for  a  few  months  at  Canby,  Minn.  Then  he  came  to  Barron  County.  For 
some  winters  thereafter  he  spent  his  winters  in  the  lumber  woods.  When  he 
had  been  here  a  few  years  he  bought  40  acres  of  wild  land  in  Section  27, 
Stanley  Township.  In  the  meantime  he  had  married,  and  here  he  started 
homemaking.  He  was  fortunate  in  having  three  cows  and  ten  sheep,  but  at 
first  he  had  no  oxen  or  horses.  He  and  his  wife  set  to  work  with  a  will.  They 
worked  early  and  late  and  in  time  achieved  success,  and  built  up  a  good 
place.  They  put  up  a  good  set  of  buildings,  cleared  and  developed  the  land, 
and  bought  suitable  stock  and  equipment.  In  time  they  added  80  acres  to 
the  original  tract.  They  took  pride  in  the  neat  appearance  of  their  place,  and 
enjoyed  keeping  open  house  to  their  neighbors  and  friends,  and  in  extending 
a  warm  welcome  to  their  childrens’  friends.  For  some  years  he  did  good 
work  on  the  school  board.  In  1915,  after  a  long  and  useful  career  on  the  farm, 
they  retired,  and  moved  to  Cameron,  where  they  now  reside.  Mr.  Amundson 
was  married  Aug.  13,  1884,  to  Mathia  Smested,  who  was  born  in  Norway,  Aug. 
13,  1853,  the  daughter  of  Ole  and  Bergete  (Ericksen)  Smestad,  with  whom  she 
came  from  Eau  Claire  County  to  Barron  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Amundson 
have  had  five  children:  Bertha,  now  Mrs.  Henry  Smees  of  the  state  of  Wash¬ 
ington;  Martha,  wife  of  Fred  Elmlinger  of  Cameron;  Christiana,  wife  of  Hel- 
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mer  O.  Amundson  of  Cameron;  Olive,  deceased,  and  Alfred,  of  Minneapolis. 
Martha  and  Christiana  have  been  school  teachers. 

Nathan  Harris  Bartlett,  for  many  years  prominently  identified  with  the 
lumber  industry  in  this  region,  one  of  the  first  pioneers  of  Cameron  who  has 
seen  the  village  grow  from  a  stump  covered  waste,  and  now  highway  patrol¬ 
man  under  the  state  patrol  system  on  Highways  11  and  14,  was  bom  in  Patten, 
Maine,  Sept.  15,  1848,  son  of  Jeremiah  W.  and  Lydia  (Dolbier)  Bartlett,  both 
natives  of  Maine,  and  descended  from  Puritan  stock.  Jeremiah  W.  was  bora 
in  the  same  log  house  in  which  his  father  was  born  in  New  Portland,  Maine, 
and  like  him  was  a  blacksmith.  He  came  to  Galesville,  Trempealeau  County, 
Wis.,  in  1862,  opened  a  shop  and  continued  to  work  at  his  trade  until  his 
death  in  1918.  By  his  first  wife,  Lydia  Dolbier,  he  had  six  children :  Hiram  C. 
(deceased),  Henry  D.,  Albert  B.  (deceased),  Nathan  H.,  Lucinda  (deceased), 
and  George  P.  By  his  second  wife,  Josephine  Dolbier,  sister  of  his  first  wife, 
he  had  nine  children:  Allie,  William  (deceased),  Nettie  (deceased),  Charles, 
Frank  and  Carrie,  twins  (deceased),  Ed.  and  Wyman.  Nathan  H.  was  a 
youngster  of  fourteen  when  his  parents  came  to  Galesville,  and  here  he  was 
reared  to  young  manhood.  At  the  age  of  nineteen,  with  headquarters  at  Chip¬ 
pewa  Falls,  he  became  identified  with  the  lumber  business.  His  first  experi¬ 
ence  was  driving  a  team  for  eight  months  in  a  camp  above  Belills  Falls,  on 
the  Chippewa  River.  The  camp  was  the  only  evidence  of  civilization  in  the 
entire  region.  Indians  were  ranging  on  every  side,  and  for  months  he  saw 
no  white  faces  except  those  of  his  fellow  workers.  For  thirty-two  long  winters 
thereafter  he  spent  his  winters  in  logging  camps  along  the  Chippewa,  near  a 
quarter  of  a  century  of  which  time  he  was  a  contractor  for  the  Weyerhauser 
interests.  In  the  summers  he  worked  on  log  drives  and  in  other  departments 
of  the  lumbering  industry.  As  the  pine  diminished  he  gradually  took  up 
farming  in  Stanley  Township.  April  19,  1882,  he  took  up  his  residence  on  the 
site  of  old  Cameron,  making  his  home  for  a  while  with  Lou.  Barton  until  he 
got  a  log  house  ready  for  occupancy.  Then  he  put  up  a  large  tent  and  there 
accommodated  the  men  working  on  the  construction  of  the  C.,  St.  P.  &  M. 
Railway.  Thereafter  he  continued  to  farm  until  1908  when  he  moved  to  Cam¬ 
eron,  where  he  now  lives.  He  took  his  present  position  as  highway  patrolman 
in  1917.  He  has  been  too  busy  to  mingle  actively  in  public  affairs,  but  while 
living  in  Bloomer  Township,  Chippewa  County,  Wis.,  he  did  good  service  as 
a  member  of  the  town  board  for  five  years,  also  school  clerk  ten  years.  Mr. 
Bartlett  was  married  Aug.  11,  1870,  at  Chippewa  Falls  to  Lucinda  Crystal, 
daughter  of  John  and  Jane  Crystal,  natives  of  Canada,  who  brought  her  from 
that  Dominion  when  she  was  four  years  old  and  settled  in  Illinois,  later  moving 
to  Chippewa  Falls,  in  this  state,  where  he  died  in  1899  and  she  in  1906.  Of  the 
seven  children  in  the  family  there  are  now  living  four:  Thomas  (second),  Wil¬ 
liam,  Elizabeth  and  Lucinda,  while  Jennie,  John  and  Thomas  (first)  are  dead. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bartlett  have  seven  children :  Charles  E. ;  Carrie,  wife  of  Alex  S. 
Reid,  of  California;  Ida,  wife  of  George  Beckwith,  of  Moline,  Ill.;  Lottie,  wife 
of  Raymond  Burton,  of  Cameron;  J.  W.,  at  Moline,  Ill.;  Arthur  W.  (deceased), 
and  Amy  (deceased),  who  was  married  to  Andrew  Nelson.  Aug.  11,  1920,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bartlett  celebrated  their  golden  wedding  anniversary.  Their  old 
friends  and  many  of  the  younger  people  thronged  their  home  and  wished  them 
felicitations,  while  they  talked  over  the  long  half  century  and  reviewed  its  joys 
and  sorrows.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bartlett  are  highly  regarded  in  the  community, 
and  their  children  have  all  done  well  in  life. 

Arnold  Cleveland,  the  pioneer,  was  bora  in  Michigan,  in  pioneer  times, 
and  was  there  reared  and  educated.  He  married  Louisa  Lampman,  a  native 
of  Vermont.  As  young  people  they  came  to  Wisconsin  and  settled  in  Dane 
County,  where  they  developed  a  good  farm.  They  came  to  this  county  in  the 
early  seventies  and  settled  in  Chetek  Township,  where  they  broke  the  land, 
erected  buildings  and  underwent  all  the  privations  and  experiences  incident 
to  pioneer  life  in  a  timbered  country.  They  later  went  to  Seattle,  Wash.,  where 


Digitized  by  Google 


536 


HISTORY  OF  BARRON  COUNTY 


he  died.  She  still  resides  there.  The  children  were  Frances  A.,  Gladys 
(deceased),  Florence,  Edith,  Bertha,  Edna,  Ella  and  Edward. 

James  Monroe  Pelton,  pioneer  of  Barron  County,  one  of  the  two  first 
settlers  of  Dallas  Township,  and  now  living  retired  in  Chetek,  is  one  of  the 
most  honored  and  substantial  men  in  this  part  of  the  county.  He  has  been 
active  in  public  affairs,  he  has  done  his  part  in  the  development  of  the  county, 
his  advice  is  sought  on  many  subjects,  and  he  has  seen  the  county  grow  from 
a  heavily  wooded  wilderness  to  one  of  the  most  prosperous  regions  in  the 
state.  He  was  the  friend  and  companion  of  the  makers  of  the  county,  and  his 
memories  extend  over  more  than  fifty  years  of  county  history.  His  stories  of 
the  early  days  are  most  interesting  and  his  reminiscences,  when  he  can  be 
persuaded  to  tell  them,  are  of  the  greatest  value  to  all  who  are  interested  in 
the  story  of  the  county’s  beginnings  and  growth.  He  was  born  in  Athens, 
N.  Y.,  Sept.  12,  1848,  son  of  Calhoun  and  Sarah  (Hinkley)  Pelton,  both  of  old 
New  York  families,  the  Peltons  having  come  from  England  and  the  Hinkleys 
from  Scotland.  The  parents  came  west  about  1849,  and  settled  in  Winfield 
Township,  Sauk  County,  Wis.,  where  they  were  pioneers,  and  where  they  spent 
the  remainder  of  their  lives  in  agricultural  pursuits,  the  father  dying  at  the 
age  of  seventy  years  and  the  mother  at  the  age  of  eighty-four.  In  the  family 
there  were  seven  children:  Hiram,  George,  Sally  Ann,  Charles,  Hannah,  John 
E.  and  Jason  Monroe.  Hiram,  who  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  Dallas  Town¬ 
ship,  died  in  Dallas  Village.  George  lives  on  a  part  of  the  home  farm  in  Sauk 
County  and  is  now  90  years  old.  Sally  Ann,  Charles  and  Hannah  are  dead. 
John  E.  lives  in  Winfield  Township,  Sauk  County.  Jason  Monroe  Pelton  was 
educated  in  the  rural  schools  of  Sauk  County  and  remained  with  his  parents 
until  1869.  Then  he  engaged  in  lumbering  in  Michigan.  In  February,  1871, 
he  came  to  Barron  County  and  secured  171  acres  in  section  18,  Dallas  Town¬ 
ship.  He  started  in  with  an  ox  team,  a  cow,  a  hog,  a  pair  of  bob  Bleds  and  a 
few  tools  and  implements.  He  and  his  family  lived  the  lives  of  real  pioneers. 
The  settlers  of  the  county  were  then  few  and  far  between,  and  the  lumber 
camps  were  about  the  only  centers  of  activity.  Provisions  were  scarce  and 
comforts  few.  But  the  family  were  of  pioneer  stock,  and  they  set  to  work  with 
a  will.  In  time  their  efforts  were  awarded  with  success.  One  hundred  acres 
of  the  land  were  cleared,  good  buildings  were  erected  and  the  farm  suitably 
equipped.  There  he  carried  on  general  farming  until  1902  when  he  moved  to 
the  village  of  Dallas.  He  came  to  Chetek  in  the  spring  of  1903.  He  now  occu¬ 
pies  a  pleasant  modern  bungalow  which  he  purchased  March  15,  1920.  An  acre 
of  land  surrounds  the  bungalow,  giving  ample  lawn  and  garden  space.  Frater¬ 
nally,  Mr.  Pelton  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order.  He  has  been  active  in 
public  affairs  and  has  occupied  a  number  of  local  offices.  His  holdings  include 
an  interest  in  various  enterprises.  He  has  rendered  public  service  as  a  member 
of  the  county  board  and  as  chairman  of  the  town  board,  and  is  now  one  of  the 
aldermen  of  the  city  of  Chetek.  Mr.  Pelton  was  married  Jan.  5,  1879,  in  this 
county,  to  Frances  A.  Cleveland,  who  was  born  in  Dane  County,  Wis.,  Nov. 
16,  1858,  daughter  of  Arnold  and  Louisa  (Lampman)  Cleveland.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Pelton  have  three  children:  Edna  M.,  Gladys  L.  and  Rex  M.  Edna  M.  was 
born  Nov.  27,  1880,  developed  into  charming  girlhood  and  died  at  about  four¬ 
teen  years  of  age.  Gladys  L.,  born  Feb.  13,  1895,  was  graduated  from  the 
Chetek  High  School  in  the  class  of  1915.  She  then  entered  the  State  Normal 
School  at  Superior  and  was  there  graduated.  Since  then  she  has  been  engaged 
in  teaching  and  has  shown  proficiency  in  her  profession.  Rex  M.,  born  Nov. 
10,  1897,  was  graduated  from  Chetek  High  School  in  1915  and,  in  partnership 
with  Ben  Ganskey,  now  manages  a  pavilion  where  the  local  dances  and  athletic 
events  are  held.  The  family  is  highly  regarded  throughout  the  community. 

Helmer  O.  Amundson,  a  popular  and  prosperous  garage  man  of  the  firm 
of  Amundson  &  Elmlinger,  proprietors  of  the  Cameron  Garage,  at  Cameron, 
was  born  in  Clinton  Township,  this  county,  June  7,  1892,  the  son  of  Adolph 
and  Matilda  (Nelson)  Amundson  and  the  grandson  of  Hans  and  Sophia 
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Amundson  and  August  and  Johanna  Nelson.  Both  families  settled  in  Barron 
County  in  an  early  day,  the  Amundsons,  who  came  from  Norway,  settling  in 
Stanley  Township,  and  the  Nelsons,  who  came  from  Sweden,  settling  in  Clin¬ 
ton  Township,  on  the  farm  where  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born.  Helmer 
O.  attended  the  public  schools  of  Barron  and  as  a  youth  became  interested  in 
mechanical  lines  and  in  time  took  up  the  automobile  business.  In  1920  he 
started  in  the  garage  business  in  Cameron,  and  that  fall  took  Fred  Elmlinger 
as  a  partner.  They  have  built  a  sightly  garage,  32  by  70  feet,  of  brick,  facing 
Main  Street,  and  there  they  do  a  good  business,  dealing  in  cars,  doing  general 
storage  and  having  a  fine  repair  department,  in  addition  to  carrying  a  general 
line  of  accessories  of  various  kinds.  The  young  men  understand  their  business 
thoroughly,  they  are  affable  and  genial,  and  they  have  the  confidence  of  their 
customers  and  of  the  public  at  large.  Mr.  Amundson  was  married  Jan.  22, 
1917,  to  Christine  Amundson,  who  was  born  in  Stanley  Township,  Barron 
County,  on  Jan.  7,  1890,  the  daughter  of  Carl  and  Mattie  Amundson,  of  this 
county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Amundson  have  two  children:  Olive,  born  Sept.  30,  1918, 
and  Maurice,  born  Aug.  18,  1920. 

August  Wandri,  retired  farmer  of  Cameron,  was  born  in  Prussian  Poland, 
March  27,  1856,  son  of  John  and  Christina  (Kloenke)  Wandri,  both  natives 
of  Poland,  where  both  died.  August  lost  his  father  when  he  was  five  years 
old  and  he  was  reared  by  his  mother.  At  the  age  of  eleven  he  was  brought  to 
America  by  a  cousin,  Louis  Ract,  who  settled  on  a  farm  near  Eau  Claire  in 
this  state.  He  was  but  fourteen  when  he  started  out  for  himself.  For  some 
years  he  spent  his  winters  in  the  woods  for  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.,  working  on 
farms  in  the  summer  seasons.  In  1882  he  purchased  178  acres  in  Chetek 
Township  from  his  employers.  This  was  all  wild  land.  He  cleared  a  small 
tract  and  erected  a  small  log  cabin  and  sheds.  A  little  later  he  erected  a 
larger  log  cabin.  The  county  was  still  wild.  Much  of  the  county  was  in  heavy 
timber  or  stump  land.  Lumber  camps  flourished  here  and  there  and  the  “tote” 
roads  were  still  the  best  highways.  Indians  ranged  the  country  at  will.  Mr. 
Wandri  was  fortunate  in  making  friends  with  the  Indians.  He  worked  with 
them  in  the  woods,  learned  their  language  and  exchanged  many  small  favors 
with  them.  He  gradually  improved  his  land  and  built  up  a  good  farm.  In  1918 
he  erected  a  new  frame  house.  A  few  months  later  he  sold  the  place  and 
retired.  He  now  makes  his  home  in  Cameron  Village.  Mr.  Wandri  was  mar¬ 
ried  at  Cameron  in  1868  to  Louisa  Spickerman,  who  lost  her  parents  in  Ger¬ 
many  and  came  to  America  alone  as  a  young  girl.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wandri  have 
had  six  children :  Anna,  Ida,  Elsie,  Louise,  William  and  August.  Anna  is  the 
wife  of  Hayden  Nevins,  of  Minneapolis.  Ida  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Fried,  of 
St.  Paul.  Elsie  is  the  wife  of  Rudolph  Poland,  of  St.  Paul.  Louise  is  at  home. 
William  and  August  are  dead.  August  was  inducted  into  the  United  States 
service  early  in  1918  and  died  of  the  influenza  at  Fort  Benjamin  Harrison, 
Ind.,  Oct.  14,  1918.  Mrs.  Wandri  died  Oct.  18,  1918,  at  the  age  of  69  years. 

Joseph  Richards,  the  pioneer,  was  born  in  New  York  state  and  was  there 
reared,  educated  and  taught  farming.  He  married  Margaret  Penny,  also  a 
native  of  that  state.  Both  were  descended  from  early  New  York  families. 
They  came  west  in  the  early  seventies  and  established  themselves  in  Maple 
Grove  Township,  this  county.  There  were  then  but  few  settlers,  and  such  as 
were  here  were  living  in  isolated  log  cabins  in  small  clearings  in  the  forests. 
Here  and  there  were  lumber  camps  and  the  only  routes  of  travel  were  the 
tote  roads  used  by  the  lumbermen  for  hauling  provisions  and  machinery.  The 
family  settled  in  the  woods,  built  a  log  cabin  and  log  barns  and  there  experi¬ 
enced  all  the  privations  and  hardships  of  pioneer  life.  Provisions  were  scarce 
and  had  to  be  brought  in  from  faraway  points.  Comforts  were  few  and  con¬ 
veniences  none.  But  they  prospered,  gradually  developed  a  good  farm  and 
became  respected  citizens  of  the  community  which  gathered  about  them,  and 
beld  in  the  highest  honor  and  esteem.  Mr.  Richards  died  Nov.  12,  1901,  at 
the  age  of  69  years.  Mrs.  Richards  died  Feb.  2,  1917,  at  the  age  of  81  years. 
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In  the  family  there  were  six  children.  Walter  and  Ervin  are  farmers  in  Aitkin 
County,  Minn.  Ellen,  the  widow  of  Albert  Skinner,  lives  in  Minnesota.  Her 
husband  was  killed  in  a  railroad  accident.  Georgianna  died  at  the  age  of  25. 
Florence  died  in  infancy.  Fred  A.  is  a  business  man  of  Chetek,  Barron  County. 

Fred  A.  Richards,  proprietor  of  the  Richards  Auto  Co.,  Chetek,  was  born 
in  Maple  Grove  Township,  this  county,  May  27,  1875,  son  of  Joseph  and  Mar¬ 
garet  (Penny)  Richards,  the  pioneers.  He  was  reared  on  the  farm  and  there 
attended  the  district  schools.  Later  he  studied  in  the  high  school  at  Grand 
Rapids,  Mich.  With  this  preparation  he  took  up  the  study  of  veterinary 
surgery,  which  he  subsequently  practiced  for  a  while  in  this  county.  In  1901 
he  purchased  a  farm  near  Hillsdale,  in  Maple  Grove  Township.  This  place 
he  still  owns.  It  consists  of  160  acres,  of  which  100  acres  are  under  the  plow, 
and  is  well  developed  and  improved,  with  good  buildings  and  equipment.  He 
established  his  present  business  in  1905  when  he  bought  the  livery  barn  of 
Charles  Peterson  and  converted  it  into  a  garage.  It  was  totally  destroyed  by 
lire  on  Aug.  13,  1921.  Mr.  Richards  handles  the  Ford  cars  and  general  acces¬ 
sories,  deals  in  various  makes  of  trucks,  tractors,  threshing  machines  and 
implements,  and  has  the  agency  for  the  Meyerlite  Farm  Lighting  Plant,  an 
electrical  equipment  for  farm  houses.  His  garage  does  general  repairing  and 
contains  a  battery  service  station.  In  addition  to  his  holdings  in  Chetek  he 
is  interested  in  various  oil  wells  and  tire  factories.  Fraternally,  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  and  he  is  active  in  the  Commercial  Club.  Mr. 
Richards  is  one  of  the  popular  men  of  the  city,  and  is  well  liked  by  all  who 
know  him.  In  his  business  he  is  known  for  his  fair  dealings  and  ability,  and 
as  a  citizen  he  is  in  favor  of  everything  that  is  for  the  best  of  the  community. 
He  is  genial  and  affable,  and  his  business  is  growing  in  importance.  Mr. 
Richards  was  married  Dec.  25,  1901,  at  Barron,  to  Alma  Johnson,  born  in 
Maple  Grove  Township,  this  county,  the  daughter  of  Tom  H.  and  Wilhelmina 
(Johnson)  Johnson,  pioneer  farmers.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richards  have  two  chil¬ 
dren,  Raymond  Randolph  and  Faith  Margaret.  Raymond  Randolph  was  born 
May  4,  1903,  and  is  a  high  school  graduate.  Faith  Margaret  was  born  Dec. 
4,  1905. 

Le  Roy  Colbert,  capitalist,  potato  magnate,  land  developer,  civic  promoter 
and  one  of  the  active  business  leaders  of  Chetek,  was  born  near  Whitewater, 
Wis.,  Aug.  6,  1877,  son  of  Orlando  and  Clarinda  (Castle)  Colbert.  The  other 
children  in  the  family  were  Cora  and  Mary.  Cora  married  Halmer  Johnson,  a 
prominent  merchant  of  Warrensburg,  Mo.,  and  they  have  three  daughters,  all 
attending  the  Missouri  State  Normal  School  there.  Mary  married*  Arthur 
Rich,  who  is  associated  with  his  brother-in-law  in  the  potato  warehouse  at 
Chetek.  Orlando  Colbert,  the  father,  was  born  in  Wisconsin  of  English  parent¬ 
age.  He  was  married  at  Whitewater,  Wis.,  and  there  farmed  for  a  number  of 
years.  He  brought  the  family  to  Barron  County  in  1886,  and  homesteaded 
a  tract  of  land  in  Prairie  Farm  Township,  about  nine  miles  from  Barron.  In 
1889  he  moved  to  a  farm  on  the  east  line  of  Maple  Grove  Township,  just  across 
the  line  from  Chetek  Township.  This  move  was  made  in  order  that  the  chil¬ 
dren  might  attend  the  Ross  School,  taught  by  that  sutrdy  pioneer  instructor, 
W.  H.  Ross,  who  now  makes  his  home  near  Chetek.  Le  Roy  attended  this 
school  and  then  entered  the  Chetek  High  School,  but  in  1895  when  his  mother 
died,  he  returned  to  the  farm  to  assist  his  father  with  the  farm  work.  In  1898 
he  left  the  farm  and  went  to  Superior,  Wis.,  where  he  was  a  conductor  on  the 
street  car  system  there.  In  1900  he  came  back  to  Chetek  and  purchased  a 
potato  warehouse  from  S.  H.  Hall,  of  Minneapolis,  now  deceased.  Since  that 
time  he  has  been  engaged  in  buying  potatoes  and  shipping  them  in  carload 
lots.  For  the  past  few  years  he  has  worked  with  Starks  &  Co.  of  Chicago, 
shipping  the  potatoes  to  various  points  where  the  markets  were  favorable. 
The  business  is  constantly  growing,  and  has  necessitated  the  building  of  a 
new  warehouse  completed  in  the  spring  of  1921.  For  some  years  he  was  a 
heavy  buyer  of  hay  and  grain  and  developed  good  stations  at  Poskin  Lake  and 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  FARMERS  AND  MERCHANTS  BANK,  CHETEK 
A.  T.  GALBY,  PRESIDENT— \V.  R.  STRONG.  CASHIER 


4 


Digitized  by  L^OOQle 


HISTORY  OF  BARRON  COUNTY 


539 


Colfax,  doing  most  of  the  business  at  these  points  by  mail  and  wire.  The 
trade  at  both  of  those  places,  however,  has  now  passed  into,  the  hands  of 
others.  For  many  years  he  has  been  interested  in  the  development  of  real 
estate.  He  buys  land,  improves  it,  erects  houses  and  other  buildings,  and  then 
sells  the  property  on  easy  terms  or  by  monthly  payments.  In  all  he  has  con¬ 
structed  some  30  or  40  houses  and  cottages.  In  the  winter  of  1920-21  he 
erected  the  building  now  occupied  by  the  Averill  Mau  Lumber  Co.,  for  the 
housing  of  its  coal,  and  its  cement,  lumber  and  other  building  material.  This 
structure,  56  by  120  feet,  in  modern  style,  is  located  near  the  Omaha  freight 
station  and  cost  about  $5,000,  being  erected  on  a  “cost  plus”  plan.  Believing 
as  he  does  in  the  present  and  future  of  the  city,  Mr.  Colbert  joined  the  Com¬ 
mercial  Club  when  it  was  first  organized  some  ten  years  ago,  and  remained 
with  it  through  its  reorganization  to  the  present  time.  Among  his  business 
holdings  may  be  mentioned  stock  in  the  Chetek  State  Bank,  the  Chetek  Can¬ 
ning  Co.,  the  Chetek  Automobile  Co.,  the  Chetek  Cooperative  Mercantile  Co. 
and  other  local  enterprises.  As  one  of  his  friends  has  said  of  him,  “He  is  one 
of  the  biggest  hustlers  in  Chetek,  a  real  ‘live  wire,’  he  works  early  and  late 
and  ‘does  things.’  ”  He  has  done  his  city  service  as  a  member  of  the  city 
council  and  of  the  school  board.  Religiously  he  is  a  member  of  the  Reor¬ 
ganized  Church  of  the  Latter  Day  Saints,  and  is  prominent  in  church  and 
Sunday  school  work.  Since  early  manhood  he  has  been  a  strong  advocate  of 
the  total  abolition  of  the  liquor  traffic,  and  has  been  a  prime  mover  and  active 
worker  here  in  everything  that  has  appertained  to  the  prohibition  of  the  sale 
of  alcoholics.  Mrs.  Colbert  is  president  of  the  local  society  of  the  W.  C.  T.  U. 
and  the  Colbert  home  has  been  open  at  all  times  to  all  visiting  temperance 
workers.  Mr.  Colbert  was  married  July  31,  1909,  at  Chetek,  Wis.,  to  Leda 
Muermann,  daughter  of  Fred  and  Loretta  (Hancock)  Muermann,  who  own  a 
large  farm  of  over  200  acres  near  Chetek.  The  grandfather,  Muermann,  was 
a  high  official  under  the  defunct  German  Imperial  Government,  having  charge 
of  large  military  stores  in  that  country.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Colbert  had  one  daugh¬ 
ter,  Dorothy,  born  Oct.  13,  1910,  who  passed  away  Jan.  4,  1921.  They  also 
have  an  adopted  son,  Ralph,  born  in  April,  1902.  He  is  making  a  good  record 
at  Graceland  College,  Lamona,  Iowa,  where  he  is  taking  courses  in  business 
and  music,  and  where  he  is  a  leader  among  his  fellows  and  a  member  of  the 
college  football  team. 

The  Farmers  and  Merchants  Bank,  of  Chetek,  was  established  as  a  private 
bank  in  July,  1900,  by  K.  Rosholt  of  Eau  Claire,  Wis.,  and  was  continued  as 
such  until  Feb.  8,  1908,  when  it  was  incorporated  as  a  state  bank  with  a  capital 
of  $10,000,  the  first  officers  being:  President,  K.  Rosholt;  vice  president,  Mrs. 
Gusta  Rosholt;  cashier,  Anton  T.  Galby.  On  Mr.  Rosholt’s  death,  in  January, 

1920,  Mr.  Galby  succeeded  him  as  president  and  is  still  serving  in  that  office. 
At  the  same  time,  R.  R.  Rosholt  became  vice  president  and  William  R.  Strong 
cashier,  with  M.  Lesniewski  and  R.-  B.  Andrews  as  assistant  cashiers.  In 
1910,  the  capital  was  increased  to  $15,000.  The  bank  has  had  a  steady  and 
satisfactory  growth.  The  present  deposits  are  about  $500,000.  On  Jan.  1, 

1921,  the  bank  moved  into  its  present  building  on  the  corner  of  Knapp  and 
Second  Streets.  In  this  building,  in  addition  to  the  bank,  are  located  the 
Abbott  Drug  Store  and  the  postoffice. 

William  R.  Strong,  cashier  of  the  Farmers  &  Merchants  State  Bank,  Chetek, 
is  one  of  the  rising  young  men  of  the  city  and  county.  Born  and  reared  here,  he 
has  identified  himself  with  the  daily  life  of  the  place,  he  is  active  in  public 
affairs,  is  popular  with  all  who  know  him.  He  is  well  fitted  by  temperament 
and  training  for  the  banking  business,  and  his  pleasing  personality  and  sound 
methods  are  a  factor  in  the  standing  which  the  bank  enjoys  in  the  community. 
He  was  born  June  20, 1892,  the  oldest  son  of  De  Witt  C.  and  Emma  M.  (Robbins) 
Strong.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  graduated  from  the  Chetek 
High  School  in  the  class  of  1910.  As  a  youth  he  was  variously  employed.  On 
Aug.  20,  1913,  he  became  assistant  cashier  of  the  Farmers  &  Merchants  Bank, 
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and  on  Feb.  10,  1920,  assumed  the  duties  of  his  present  position.  Fraternally, 
he  is  a  Blue  L#dge  Mason.  He  was  married  Dec.  25,  1920,  at  Rice  Lake  Wis  ,  to 
Helen  Olsen  of  Cameron,  who  was  bom  Aug.  6,  1896. 

Charles  Nelson  Strong,  an  early  settler  of  Chetek,  is  one  of  the  men  who 
have  been  instrumental  in  the  building  of  this  part  of  the  county.  Through 
his  connection  with  lumber  work  he  was  familiar  with  local  conditions  before 
he  acquired  his  farm,  and  he  had  faith  in  the  development  here  of  an  agricul¬ 
tural  region,  although  it  seemed  to  many  that  farming  could  not  be  made 
profitable  among  the  stumps  and  brush.  He  himself  demonstrated  that  a  good 
farm  could  be  developed,  he  encouraged  others  to  locate  here,  and  he  helped 
some  to  get  a  start.  He  realized  that  roads  and  schools  are  necessary  for  the 
development  of  any  region,  and  he  assisted  in  the  starting  of  both  in  his  neigh¬ 
borhood.  Now,  after  an  industrious  life,  filled  with  worthy  endeavor,  success¬ 
fully  accomplished,  he  is  spending  his  years  in  retirement  in  Chetek,  where  he 
has  the  esteem  and  respect  of  all  who  know  him.  He  was  born  in  Collins,  Erie 
County,  New  York,  July  20,  1847,  the  son  of  Nelson  and  Diana  (Moon)  Strong. 
The  father,  who  was  a  farmer  and  cheesemaker,  was  born  in  New  York  City, 
Nov.  10,  1808,  lived  for  a  number  of  years  in  Cattaraugus  County,  New  York, 
and  died  in  Erie  County,  New  York.  The  mother  was  born  in  Cattaraugus 
County,  New  York,  February,  1810,  and  died  there,  August,  1847.  In  the  family 
there  were  seven  children:  Lamira  (deceased),  Orville  C.  (deceased).  Electa 
F.  (deceased),  Perry  DeWitt  (deceased),  Esther  Ann  (deceased),  Myron  H. 
and  Charles  N.  The  mother  died  when  Charles  N.  was  an  infant  of  six  weeks, 
and  he  was  reared  in  the  home  of  Eli  Taber,  who  brought  him  to  a  farm  in 
Dane  County,  Wis.,  in  the  spring  of  1860,  when  he  was  twelve  years  old.  In 
the  spring  of  1866  he  worked  on  a  farm  in  Cook’s  Valley,  in  Chippewa  County, 
Wis.  The  next  year  he  bought  hay  and  oats  in  the  employ  of  Senator  William 
M.  Price.  Then  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  worked  in  the  pineries  for  two 
seasons.  In  1868  he  borrowed  one  dollar  with  which  to  purchase  a  plat  of  the 
town  of  Chetek,  and  after  looking  the  map  over  he  located  160  acres  in  the 
west  half  of  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  23,  and  the  south  half  of  the 
southwest  quarter  of  section  14.  Later  he  bought  40  acres  in  the  southwest 
quarter  of  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  23,  making  200  acres  in  all.  This 
land  consisted  of  hardwood  openings.  Here  he  built  a  log  cabin  and  started 
to  clear  and  break  the  land.  For  a  while  he  increased  the  family  income  by 
driving  teams  carrying  supplies  to  the  lumber  camps.  As  time  passed,  he 
erected  a  comfortable  frame  house  and  a  good  set  of  buildings  and  by  hard 
work  developed  a  good  farm.  March  1,  1910,  he  rented  the  place  and  purchased 
a  house  and  three  acres  of  land  in  Chetek  city  on  the  shores  of  Lake  Chetek. 
He  repaired  and  remodeled  the  house  and  beautified  the  grounds.  While  Mr. 
Strong  has  never  cared  to  seek  public  office,  he  is  interested  in  public  affairs 
and  exerts  considerable  influence.  He  was  one  of  those  instrumental  in  the 
building  of  the  first  school  in  the  township  in  1870,  Mrs.  J.  N.  Plato  being 
the  first  teacher  therein.  In  that  year  he  also  helped  to  build  a  road  one  mile 
south  of  Rice  Lake  to  Pokegema  Creek.  This  road,  16  feet  wide,  is  believed  to 
have  been  the  first  improved  public  highway  in  the  township.  Mr.  Strong  is  a 
believer  in  everything  that  tends  toward  agricultural  progress,  he  helped  to 
build  the  first  creamery  in  the  township,  called  Moose  Ear  Creamery,  and 
located  in  section  22,  and  he  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers  store  at  Chetek. 
Fraternally,  he  is  past  master  of  Chetek  Lodge,  No.  277,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  in  which 
organization  he  has  taken  a  deep  interest.  He  is  also  active  in  the  Maccabees. 
Mr.  Strong  was  married  Dec.  8,  1871,  to  Martha  M.  Sexton,  who  was  born  at 
Jefferson,  Wis.,  Sept.  27,  1841,  the  daughter  of  E.  M.  Sexton.  Mr.  Sexton  was 
the  first  district  attorney  of  Barron  County,  and  died  June  10,  1920.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Strong  had  two  children:  Carrie  A.  and  Charles  Claude.  Carrie  A.  was 
born  Sept.  3,  1873,  and  married  Frank  Hambly,  who  is  connected  with  a  monu¬ 
ment  establishment  at  Strathroy,  Province  of  Ontario,  Canada,  and  has  one 
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child,  Margaret  Grace,  born  Jan.  8,  1909.  Charles  Claude  was  born  Feb.  6,  1875, 
and  died  Sept.  6,  1876.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Archie  H.  Calhoun,  of  the  firm  of  Calhoun  Brothers,  meat  dealers,  Chetek, 
was  born  in  section  21,  Chetek  Township,  June  1,  1889,  son  of  Samuel  and 
Minnie  (Miller)  Calhoun,  the  early  settlers.  He  was  reared  on  the  farm  and 
received  his  early  schooling  in  the  rural  schools.  As  a  young  man  he  worked 
for  about  a  year  in  an  abattoir,  but  most  of  his  life  has  been  spent  on  the 
home  farm.  In  April,  1919,  he  became  a  partner  with  James  Malloy,  who  had 
just  severed  connection  with  another  partner,  in  the  meat  business  at  Chetek, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Malloy  &  Calhoun.  In  April,  1921,  the  firm  became 
Calhoun  Brothers.  The  company  does  a  good  and  increasing  business,  being 
the  only  establishment  in  Chetek  that  is  devoted  exclusively  to  the  meat  busi¬ 
ness.  The  partners  own  their  building,  all  their  meats  come  from  their  own 
abattoir,  and  they  are  in  high  favor  with  the  public  as  business  men  and  as 
public  citizens.  Mr.  Calhoun  was  married  in  Chetek,  June  26,  1919,  to  Lilly 
Hansen,  who  was  born  in  Nebraska,  Aug.  31,  1890,  daughter  of  Hans  J.  and 
Dorothy  Hansen,  who  were  born  in  Denmark,  came  to  America,  settled  in  Iowa, 
then  moved  to  northern  Michigan,  later  came  to  Barron  County,  then  went  to 
Nebraska,  where  they  homesteaded  a  farm,  subsequently  retiring  and  coming 
to  Chetek  where  they  now  live.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Calhoun  attend  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

Charles  H.  Sibbet,  chief  of  the  Chetek  fire  department  and  proprietor  of 
a  confectionery  store  here,  is  one  of  the  prominent  men  of  the  place.  He 
has  built  up  a  good  business  and  has  taken  an  interest  in  public  affairs  and  is 
interested  in  various  local  enterprises.  He  was  born  in  Eau  Claire,  Wis.,  Jan. 
5,  1876,  son  of  George  and  Mary  (Farrigan)  Sibbet.  The  paternal  grandfather 
came  from  Scotland  and  settled  in  New  Jersey.  From  there  the  father  came 
west  in  the  early  days  and  settled  in  Eau  Claire,  when  that  city  was  a  strag¬ 
gling  lumber  village.  There  he  married,  his  wife  having  been  born  on  ship¬ 
board  while  her  parents  were  coming  over  from  Ireland.  They  located  in  Wau¬ 
kesha  County,  this  state,  and  from  there  moved  to  Eau  Claire.  Mrs.  Mary 
Sibbet  is  still  living  in  Eau  Claire.  In  the  family  there  were  five  children: 
Charles  H.,  a  business  man  of  Chetek;  George,  who  married  Ella  Meyers  and 
lives  in  Minneapolis;  Bert,  who  married  Ada  Grannum  and  lives  in  Eau  Claire; 
Avis,  who  married  Oliver  Flickoy  and  died  January,  1909;  and  Ralph,  who  lives 
in  Minneapolis.  Charles  H.  started  work  for  himself  at  the  age  of  14  years. 
For  five  years  he  worked  in  the  lumbering  industry  along  the  Chippewa  and 
Flambeau  rivers.  Then  he  became  foreman  of  the  wood  department  of  the 
Dells  Pulp  &  Paper  Co.  for  seven  years.  His  next  employment  was  as  foreman 
of  the  logging  operations  of  the  Dells  Lumber  &  Shipping  Co.  Then  he  came  to 
Chetek  and  opened  a  confectionery  store,  in  which  he  has  been  successful.  He 
is  a  stockholder  in  the  Grand  Opera  House  Co.  of  Chetek,  in  the  Wisconsin 
Stock  Farms  Co.  of  Chetek,  and  in  the  Barron  County  Canning  Co.  of  Chetek. 
He  is  treasurer  of  the  Community  Club.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  Mason  and  a 
Modern  Woodman.  Mr.  Sibbet  was  married  Aug.  18,  1897,  at  Eau  Claire,  Wis., 
to  Harriett  Blashfield,  daughter  of  Orsamus  Marion  and  Anna  Belle  (Beebe) 
Blashfield,  natives  respectively  of  New  York  and  Vermont.  The  Beebes  came 
to  Eau  Claire  in  1866  with  the  earliest  pioneers.  Orsamus  Blashfield  was  twice 
married.  By  his  first  marriage  the  children  were:  Dean,  .Edward  and  Emma. 
By  his  second  wife  the  children  were:  Belle,  Charles,  Gertrude,  Ida,  Harriett 
and  Josephine. 

Mathew  W.  Rearden,  veteran  of  the  Civil  War  and  early  settler  of  section 
23,  west,  Chetek  Township,  is  one  of  the  best  known  men  in  this  part  of  the 
county.  He  has  been  a  man  of  unusual  strength  and  vigor  and  is  now  a  hale 
and  hearty  old  gentleman,  a  lover  of  good  cheer  and  genial  company,  who  has 
a  fine  sense  of  humor  and  enjoys  a  good  joke,  and  through  all  the  hardships 
he  has  undergone  has  kept  a  courageous  spirit  and  has  stood  for  everything  he 
has  believed  to  be  just  and  right  and  now  occupies  a  position  of  honor  and 
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respect  among  all  who  know  him.  He  is  liked  by  his  associates,  looked  up  » 
by  the  younger  folk  and  beloved  by  the  children  and  his  personality  is  int  r- 
woven  into  the  story  of  the  growth  of  this  part  of  the  township.  He  was  b<  n 
in  County  Tipperary,  Ireland,  July  4,  1844,  the  son  of  Mathew  and  Mary  (Lahi  0 
Rearden,  being  one  of  their  family  of  four  boys  and  four  girls.  The  father  i  id 
a  son,  Patrick,  came  first  to  the  United  States  and  located  at  Marcellon,  in 
Columbia  County,  ten  miles  from  Portage,  Wis.  There  they  were  joined  by  i  le 
mother  and  Mathew  W.,  Mary  and  Ellen.  While  still  under  age,  Mathew  V. 
enlisted  in  the  23rd  Wisconsin  Infantry  for  service  in  the  Civil  War,  but  is 
mother  refused  to  give  her  permission  and  took  him  home.  Determined,  he  so¬ 
ever,  he  ran  away  and  enlisted  in  Company  F,  Second  Ohio  Cavalry,  and  sen  3d 
a  year,  being  attached  most  of  that  time  to  the  headquarters  of  General  P  til 
Sheridan.  He  was  mustered  out  in  Jefferson  Barracks,  St.  Louis,  was  discharj  3d 
at  Columbus,  0.,  and  returned  to  Columbia  County,  where  for  some  years  ae 
was  employed  on  various  farms.  In  1879  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  tool  a 
homestead  in  Chetek  Township.  Here  he  and  his  family  started  in  with  alm<  st 
nothing.  He  put  up  a  log  cabin  and  having  no  stove,  improvised  a  cooking  pit  ce 
by  building  up  a  stone  fireplace  capped  with  a  barrel.  He  soon  traded  his  ox  »n 
for  a  team  of  horses,  and  was  thus  able  to  speed  up  his  farm  work  a  little.  Oft  en 
he  walked  to  Eau  Claire  for  supplies.  But  with  all  the  inconveniences  of  pioneer 
life,  he  persevered  and  won  success.  He  has  built  up  a  good  farm,  which  it  a 
credit  to  himself  and  his  family.  He  has  taken  great  pride  in  the  upbringing 
of  his  family  and  has  given  them  good  school  and  collegiate  training,  so  that 
all  are  doing  well  in  their  respective  walks  in  life.  The  family  faith  is  that  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  Mr.  Rearden  was  married  in  1867  to  Margai-et 
Ellen  Carey,  who  upon  her  death  left  two  children :  Mary  May,  now  living,  and 
Kate,  deceased.  On  Sept.  27,  1878,  at  Portage  City,  Wis.,  Mr.  Rearden  married 
Katherine  Mallon,  who  was  born  in  Marcellon,  Columbia  County,  Wis.,  June 
11,  1868.  This  union  has  been  blessed  by  six  children:  Agnes,  Daniel,  Mary, 
Eva,  Irene  and  Mathew.  The  last  mentioned  died  in  infancy. 

Theodore  Amundson  was  born  in  Norway,  and  was  there  reared  and 
educated.  He  came  to  America  at  the  age  of  sixteen.  At  Westby,  Wis.,  he 
married  Mary  Evanson,  who  was  born  in  Norway  and  came  to  this  country  at 
the  age  of  nineteen.  They  came  to  this  county  in  1873  and  located  in  Maple 
Grove  Township,  where  they  were  among  the  early  settlers.  The  country  was 
then  wild,  with  only  a  few  scattered  settlers.  They  developed  a  farm  in  the 
wilderness  and  lived  to  see  the  town  change  into  a  flourishing  and  prosperous 
community.  They  were  the  parents  of  eight  children:  Ada,  Amelia,  Matilda, 
Bergina,  Ottilia,  Fred,  Melvin,  Carl  Bjalmer  and  Hilda  Helmina.  Ada  is  the 
wife  of  Peter  Adolph,  of  Maple  Grove  Township.  Amelia  Matilda  married  first 
Ole  Larson,  and  then  Mark  Nelson,  now  of  Superior.  Bergina  is  the  wife  of 
Martin  E.  Weldon.  Ottilia  is  the  wife  of  Gust  Winthrone,  of  Dallas  Township, 
this  county.  Fred  married  Lena  Olson,  of  Maple  Grove  Township.  Melvin  mar¬ 
ried  Agnes  Gunderson,  and  lives  in  Cedar  Lake  Township,  this  county.  Carl 
Bjalmer  married  Hilda  Lien,  of  South  Dakota,  and  lives  on  the  home  farm  in 
Maple  Grove  Township.  Hilda  Helmina  married  Herman  Boortz  of  Maple  Grove 
Township. 

Jackson  Weldon  was  born  in  Indiana,  his  father  being  a  native  of  England. 
He  was  married  in  that  state  to  Amanda  Nichols  and  there  lived  until  coming 
to  Barron  County  in  1882.  He  settled  in  Maple  Grove  Township,  developed  a 
good  farm,  and  there  successfully  carried  on  general  agricultural  operations 
until  1907.  He  and  his  wife  and  family  stood  well  in  the  community  and  their 
home  was  a  center  of  hospitality  and  good  cheer.  When  they  retired  they  moved 
to  Chetek,  where  he  died  in  May,  1916.  She  now  makes  her  home  in  Chetek, 
where  she  has  a  pleasant  home,  her  son,  David,  making  his  home  with  her.  In 
the  family  there  were  five  children :  Martin  Elmer,  Mary,  David,  Alva  and  Alma 
May.  Martin  Elmer  farms  in  Chetek  Township.  Mary  died  at  the  age  of  about 
fourteen  years.  David  lives  with  his  mother,  as  noted.  He  married  Ethel  Carey. 
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Alva  married  Eliza  Christenson,  daughter  of  Charles  Christenson  of  Maple 
Grove.  Alma  May  is  the  wife  of  Nicholas  May  of  Milwaukee. 

Martin  Elmer  Weldon,  a  well-to-do  and  substantial  farmer  of  section  24, 
Chetek  Township,  was  born  Feb.  5,  1871,  in  Fulton  County,  Ind.,  on  the  farm 
of  his  parents,  Jackson  and  Amanda  (Nichols)  Weldon,  who  brought  him  to 
Maple  Grove  Township  in  1882.  He  assisted  his  parents  with  the  farm  work 
and  as  a  young  man  was  given  eighty  acres  by  his  father.  This  was  all  wild. 
He  broke  and  developed  it  and  erected  suitable  buildings.  Later  he  bought  80 
more  from  his  father  and  40  from  his  father-in-law,  Theodore  Amundson, 
making  200  acres.  He  sold  the  eighty  he  purchased  from  his  father,  and  now 
has  a  good  farm  of  120  acres.  He  carried  on  general  farming  and  made  a  spe¬ 
cialty  of  stock  raising  and  dairying,  keeping  a  herd  of  Guernsey  grade  cattle 
headed  by  a  pure  blooded  sire.  In  1920  he  rented  this  farm  and  purchased  his 
present  place  from  Jason  Pelton.  Here  he  has  made  general  improvements, 
including  the  construction  of  a  basement  to  the  house.  He  carries  on  general 
farming,  raising  Guernsey  cattle,  Poland  China  swine  and  good  poultry.  He  is 
a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers  Cooperative  Mercantile  Co.  and  the  Farmers 
Garage,  both  of  Chetek.  Mr.  Weldon  was  married  Oct.  26,  1898,  to  Bergina, 
widow  of  Edwin  Wood  and  daughter  of  Theodore  and  Mary  (Evanson)  Amund¬ 
son.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  three  children.  Lester  was  born  Nov. 
18,  1899,  and  died  Nov.  5,  1901.  Iva  Viola  was  born  Oct.  5,  1902,  and  is  now 
taking  domestic  science  in  the  Stout  Institute  at  Menomonie,  Wis.  Leslie  was 
born  Dec.  2,  1904,  and  attends  the  Chetek  High  School. 

William  Partridge,  ranking  well  in  the  foremost  among  the  substantial  and 
respected  men  of  Chetek  Township,  was  born  in  Plymouth,  England,  May  10, 
1850,  the  youngest  of  the  six  children  of  Henry  and  Betsey  (Goddard)  Par¬ 
tridge,  who  spent  the  span  of  their  years  in  that  country.  William  had  but  little 
opportunity  for  schooling,  and  as  a  youth  worked  at  such  occupations  as  he 
could  find.  In  1872  he  decided  to  try  his  fortunes  in  America.  Accordingly,  he 
set  out,  and  in  due  time  reached  St.  Johns,  Newfoundland,  where  he  was  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  copper  mines.  From  there  he  went  to  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia, 
Canada,  where  he  worked  in  the  gold  and  coal  diggings.  Subsequently  for  two 
years  he  was  identified  with  the  Royal  Engineers,  Sappers  and  Miners,  working 
in  the  construction  of  Fort  Hamilton,  in  the  Bermudas.  Next  he  worked  on  the 
Canadian  Pacific  Railroad.  Then  after  being  employed  at  general  work  at 
Buxton,  Maine,  for  a  while,  he  helped  in  the  construction  of  the  Bangor  & 
Rustic  Railroad.  Next  he  worked  on  the  Allegany  Railroad,  and  finally  entered 
the  employ  of  the  Sault  Ste.  Marie.  In  this  employ  he  came  to  Duluth,  Minn., 
and  then  to  Cameron,  in  this  county.  In  September,  1901,  he  started  farming 
in  Chetek  Township.  He  has  a  good  farm  of  his  own  which  he  successfully 
operates,  and  he  also  manages  the  neighboring  farm  owned  by  Lena  Erickson. 
Mr.  Partridge  is  interested  in  public  affairs,  and  is  a  great  reader,  and  although 
he  has  not  cared  to  serve  in  public  office  he  has  taken  his  share  in  everything 
that  he  has  believed  to  be  for  the  best  interests  of  the  community  at  large. 

Lars  Erickson,  an  early  settler  of  section  15,  east,  Chetek  Township,  now 
deceased,  was  a  hard  working,  industrious  man,  who  did  his  duty  as  he  saw 
it,  in  every  walk  of  life,  built  up  a  good  farm,  and  in  dying  left  to  his  family 
and  friends  the  memory  of  a  worthy  and  well  spent  life.  He  was  bora  in 
Norway,  and  was  there  reared  and  educated.  As  a  young  man  he  married  Grace 
Halgerson,  the  daughter  of  a  neighbor.  She  died  in  1871,  leaving  four  children : 
Anton,  Eliza,  Ama  Helen,  better  known  as  Lena,  and  Grace.  Later  the  father 
married  Catherine  Halgerson,  and  by  this  union  had  one  child,  Gustave.  He 
brought  the  family  to  America  in  1879,  and  soon  afterward  located  on  a  tract 
of  land  in  section  15,  east,  Chetek  Township,  this  county.  He  erected  a  log 
cabin,  moved  his  family  into  it,  and  with  no  resources  except  his  health  and 
courage,  started  to  establish  a  home  and  a  farm.  There  were  many  privations 
to  endure,  but  he  persevered,  and  became  one  of  the  solid  and  substantial  men 
of  the  township.  A  few  years  after  his  arrival,  he  was  severely  injured,  and 
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the  care  of  the  place  then  fell  on  the  wife  and  children.  He  died  in  1888.  The 
place  is  now  owned  by  the  daughter,  Lena,  and  is  operated  by  William  Par¬ 
tridge.  Miss  Erickson  is  one  of  the  well  known  women  of  the  community.  She 
takes  her  part  in  church  and  social  affairs,  she  contributes  liberally  to  public 
causes,  and  is  always  willing  to  lend  a  hand  to  those  less  fortunate  than  her¬ 
self.  She  is  of  gracious,  kindly  temperament,  bubbling  over  with  good  cheer 
and  practical  sense,  and  is  beloved  by  all  who  know  her.  She  has  given  a 
mother’s  love  and  care  to  a  boy,  Lawrence  Alvin  Amundson,  born  June  22,  1894, 
the  son  of  Gilbert  and  Eliza  (Erickson)  Amundson.  Mr.  Amundson  is  one  of 
the  energetic  young  men  of  the  township,  grew  up  on  this  place,  attended  the 
district  school,  and  still  lives  at  home  and  assists  with  the  work  on  the  farm. 

Stephen  Wasko,  who  owns  a  good  farm  in  section  13,  west,  Chetek  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  Austria-Hungary,  May  25,  1878,  the  son  of  Paul  and  Helen 
Wasko.  He  lost  his  father  when  he  was  an  infant  and  was  reared  by  his  good 
mother.  From  his  boyhood  up,  he  was  fond  of  fine  horses,  and  as  a  youth  he 
became  a  coachman.  Like  the  other  young  men  of  his  country,  he  served  three 
years  in  the  standing  army.  In  1903  he  came  to  the  United  States,  and  after 
landing  in  New  York,  came  west  to  Chicago,  where  he  remained  for  six  years, 
taking  care  of  horses  and  working  as  a  night  watchman.  While  there  he  was 
married  July,  1910,  to  Mary  Jozephik,  who  was  born  in  Austria,  March  19,  1880, 
and  as  a  young  lady  came  to  the  United  States  alone.  Three  children,  Stephen, 
Joseph  and  Mary,  were  born  in  Chicago.  In  1909  he  brought  his  family  to 
Rusk  County,  in  this  state,  and  secured  forty  acres  of  wild  land,  on  which  he 
put  up  a  log  cabin.  He  had  no  money,  and  nothing  to  start  with,  so  for  a  while 
he  had  to  seek  what  employment  he  could  get.  Later  he  devoted  his  time  exclu¬ 
sively  to  the  farm.  In  1914  he  sold  out  and  bought  another  eighty  acres  in  the 
same  county.  A  set  of  old  buildings  was  then  standing  on  the  place.  He  erected 
a  new  set,  improved  the  land,  and  purchased  good  equipment.  In  1918  he  came 
to  Barron  County  and  purchased  his  present  improved  place  of  115  acres.  He 
here  carries  on  general  farming  and  raises  good  stock.  He  has  taken  his  part 
in  the  life  of  the  community,  and  is  a  shareholder  in  the  Farmers  Cooperative 
Creamery,  the  Cooperative  Mercantile  Co.  and  the  Potato  Warehouse  Associa¬ 
tion,  all  of  Chetek.  He  and  his  family  attend  the  Catholic  Church.  The  children 
born  to  him  and  his  wife  in  Rusk  County  are:  Anna,  Charles,  Frank,  Rose, 
Josephine  and  Edward. 

Dayton  Cyrus  Latshaw,  manager  of  a  large  potato  warehouse  at  Chetek,  was 
born  in  Venango  County,  Pa.,  Nov.  28,  1874,  son  of  Joseph  and  Catherine 
(Tinsman)  Latshaw,  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  who  lived  at  Barkeyville,  in  that 
state,  for  many  years,  and  about  1877  settled  on  a  homestead  in  Gage  County, 
Nebr.,  where  both  died.  In  the  family  there  were  seven  children:  Alpheus, 
Amelia,  Samuel,  Margaret,  Jessie,  Dayton  Cyrus  and  Earl.  Alpheus  lives  in 
Missouri.  Amelia  married  Bryant  Wilson  of  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah.  Samuel  is 
living  in  Nebraska.  Margaret  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Pitman  of  Chetek.  Jessie  is 
the  wife  of  William  Moots  of  Nebraska.  Earl  married  Bertha  Stanley  and 
lives  in  Nebraska.  Dayton  Cyrus  was  taken  to  Gage  County,  Neb.,  as  a  child, 
and  was  there  reared  and  educated  and  taught  farm  pursuits.  In  1894  he 
rented  a  farm  of  160  acres  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  home  farm  and  operated 
it  for  some  seven  years.  He  came  to  Wisconsin  in  1901  and  located  at  Bruce, 
where  he  purchased  a  small  farm.  Two  years  later  he  went  back  to  Nebraska 
and  operated  a  farm  for  his  brother-in-law,  Frank  Albert.  In  1904  he  came  to 
Chetek  and  secured  a  farm  in  Chetek  Township,  west  of  the  city.  He  moved 
to  the  city  in  1908  and  bought  the  Central  House.  Six  months  later  he  sold 
out,  and  then  engaged  in  the  sale  of  farm  machinery.  After  this  he  was 
employed  for  six  years  in  the  employ  of  the  Chetek  Lumber  &  Supply  Co.  For 
three  years  he  worked  in  a  restaurant  and  in  the  summer  of  1919  purchased 
the  establishment.  He  was  appointed  to  his  present  position  as  manager  of 
the  warehouse  of  the  Farmers  Cooperative  Potato  Co.  in  1920.  He  thoroughly 
knows  his  business,  he  is  a  good  buyer  and  seller,  he  keeps  informed  as  to 
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the  market  and  his  dealings  are  characterized  by  fairness  and  good  judgment. 
He  is  a  man  of  pleasing  address  and  enjoys  an  excellent  standing  in  the  com¬ 
munity.  He  and  his  wife  are  communicants  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Mr. 
Latshaw  was  married  Nov.  6,  1901,  at  Clatonia,  Neb.,  to  Minnie  Josephine 
Albert,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Emma  Albert.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Latshaw  have  four 
children:  Devereaux,  born  April  7,  1903;  Alberta,  born  Nov.  2,  1905;  Grace, 
born  May  30,  1910;  and  Henry,  born  May  25,  1914.  Henry  Albert  came  from 
Germany  in  the  early  days  and  was  a  pioneer  of  Gage  County,  Nebr.,  settling 
on  a  farm  on  which  the  town  of  Clatonia  is  now  located.  At  that  time  the 
country  was  wild  and  the  buffalo  were  still  numerous.  His  wife  was  a  native 
of  Ohio.  In  the  Albert  family  there  were  thirteen  children:  Anna,  John, 
Amelia  and  David  are  dead.  Ella  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Jones  of  Clatonia,  Nebr. 
Frank  is  on  the  old  homestead  there.  Minnie  Josephine  is  the  wife  of  David 
C.  Latshaw.  Augusta,  wife  of  George  Lydick,  Effie  wife  of  Frank  Chittenden, 
and  Benjamin,  all  live  in  Clatonia.  Alma,  wife  of  Roy  Barkey,  is  dead.  Daniel 
and  Clara,  wife  of  Ed.  Chittenden,  are  in  Clatonia. 

Severt  Solum,  a  rugged  pioneer  of  Chetek  Township,  was  born  in  Norway, 
May  16,  1845,  and  was  there  reared  and  educated.  He  came  to  the  United 
States  as  a  young  man  and  for  a  while  lived  in  various  places.  He  came  to 
Chetek  Township  in  1873  with  his  wife  and  two  children,  Severt  and  Julia, 
and  located  on  160  acres  of  wild  land.  He  erected  a  log  cabin,  16  feet  square, 
and  moved  into  it  with  his  family,  doing  considerable  of  his  work  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  Erick  Gilseth,  a  brother-in-law.  Each  had  an  ox,  so  by  pooling  their 
interests  they  managed  to  get  quite  a  little  clearing  done.  Mr.  Solum  had  a 
cow  or  two,  which  proved  valuable  for  the  children.  All  the  furniture  such 
as  the  bed,  table,  chairs  and  the  like,  were  manufactured  by  himself.  He  was 
a  large  man,  of  unusual  vigor  and  vitality,  strong  and  powerful  of  physique 
and  able  to  do  much  more  than  an  average  man’s  daily  work.  To  bring  home 
supplies,  weighing  a  hundred  pounds  or  so,  from  points  twenty  or  more  miles 
away,  was  to  him  a  comparatively  easy  task.  Thus  he  labored  on  through  the 
years,  and  in  time  built  up  a  good  place.  He  added  to  his  land  until  he  owned 
280  acres,  and  he  erected  a  good  set  of  buildings.  For  a  time  he  was  one  of 
the  officials  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church.  About  1916  he  retired  and 
moved  to  Chetek.  His  first  wife,  Lena  Bohrdal,  died  many  years  ago.  His 
present  wife  was  Mary  Knudtson.  Mr.  Solum  had  nine  children,  three  of 
whom  are  living,  Severt,  Betsey  and  Edward,  and  by  his  second  wife  had  one 
child,  which  died  in  infancy. 

Edward  Solum,  the  industrious  and  progressive  proprietor  of  the  Oakland 
Homestead  Farm,  section  11,  east,  Chetek  Township,  was  born  in  a  log  cabin 
on  the  place  where  he  now  lives,  March  4,  1877,  the  son  of  Severt  and  Lena 
(Bohrdal)  Solum,  the  pioneers.  He  was  reared  on  the  home  farm,  attended 
the  district  school  and  learned  farming  from  his  father.  He  has  always 
remained  at  home,  and  took  over  the  place  about  fifteen  years  ago.  He  has 
continued  the  improvements  started  by  his  father,  and  has  a  well  developed 
estate  in  every  way.  It  contains  280  acres,  has  a  pleasant  home  and  good  set 
of  buildings  and  is  in  excellent  condition.  He  carries  on  general  farming  and 
makes  a  specialty  of  Holstein  cattle,  Poland  China  swine  and  Belgian  horses. 
In  public  life  he  has  taken  the  interest  to  be  expected  of  a  native  born  son  of 
the  township,  and  he  is  now  one  of  the  town  supervisors  and  has  served  for 
some  years  as  school  clerk.  His  holdings  include  stock  in  the  Cooperative 
Creamery  at  Chetek.  Mr.  Solum  is  one  of  the  real  leaders  of  his  community. 
He  stands  well  with  all  who  know  him,  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  foremost 
men  in  the  township.  Like  his  father  before  him,  he  has  been  a  trustee  in 
the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church  at  Chetek.  Mr.  Solum  was  married  Dec.  17, 
1905,  at  Chetek,  to  Betty  Carlson,  who  was  born  in  Ishpeming,  Mich.,  on 
March  26,  1884,  the  daughter  of  Charles  and  Clara  S.  (Swanson)  Carlson,  now 
of  New  Auburn,  this  state.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Solum  have  four  children:  Clarice 
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O.,  born  Ang.  31,  1906;  Edward,  Jan.  12,  1908;  Ruby  H.,  March  22,  1910;  and 
Inez  G.,  Dec.  1,  1911. 

Charles  H.  Hartzell,  a  substantial  farmer  owning  120  acres  in  sections 
9  and  16,  west,  Maple  Grove  Township,  was  born  in  Stevenson  County,  Ill., 
Nov.  14,  1866,  son  of  William  and  Sarah  (Dorman)  Hartzell,  natives  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  who  settled  in  Illinois  in  the  early  days,  and  there  farmed  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  their  lives,  the  father  dying  in  1880  and  the  mother  in  1878.  In 
the  family  there  were  five  children:  Charles  H.,  May,  Benjamin,  Lora  and 
Elma.  Charles  H.  attended  the  district  schools  of  his  native  county,  learned 
farming  from  his  father,  and  for  a  while  was  employed  by  various  neighbors. 
In  1890  he  went  to  Green  County,  this  state,  and  operated  farms  as  a  renter 
for  fourteen  years.  In  1904  he  went  to  North  Dakota  and  remained  there  for 
six  years.  He  acquired  his  present  place  in  1910.  A  house  was  then  standing 
on  the  place.  He  erected  other  buildings,  installed  the  Libby  equipment  in  his 
new  barn,  cleared  an  additional  30  acres,  constructed  some  fences  and  made 
other  improvements.  He  now  carries  on  mixed  farming  and  dairying,  having 
a  good  herd  of  Holstein  cattle  with  full  blooded  sires  and  a  good  drove  of 
Poland  China  hogs.  He  is  interested  in  education  and  is  doing  good  work  as 
clerk  of  the  school  board  of  his  district.  He  and  his  family  worship  at  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Hartzell  was  married  Feb.  25,  1890,  to 
Emma  Dinges,  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Elizabeth  (Dittwiler)  Dinges,  natives 
of  Pennsylvania,  who  came  to  Wisconsin  and  spent  the  remainder  of  their 
lives  in  Green  County,  where  the  father  died  in  1889  and  the  mother  in  1895. 
In  the  Dinges  family  there  were  thirteen  children:  Willoughby,  Lydia,  Flor¬ 
ence,  Cloyd,  Sadie,  Nora,  Charles,  Emma,  Addie,  Winnie,  Fred,  Oline  and 
Winona.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hartzell  are  the  parents  of  six  children.  Ruth  E  was 
born  Nov.  15,  1893,  and  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Mackrell  of  Barron.  Clarence 
W.  was  born  June  6,  1896.  He  was  inducted  into  the  United  States  service 
Aug.  14,  1918.  He  served  in  an  ambulance  unit,  training  three  months  at 
Kansas  City,  Mo.,  one  month  at  Camp  Crane,  Pa.,  and  six  months  in  France, 
making  a  total  service  of  ten  months.  He  received  his  discharge  June  17, 
1919.  Elsie  M.  was  born  Dec.  8,  1899;  Raymond  A.,  March  16,  1902;  Ida  E.. 
Dec.  6,  1903;  and  Eva  L.,  Sept.  7,  1907. 

John  F.  Wetzel,  proprietor  of  the  Golden  Ridge  Farm,  sections  1  and 
5,  west,  Maple  Grove  Township,  was  born  in  Stanley  Township,  this  county, 
Nov.  2,  1887,  son  of  Albert  and  Ida  (Heuer)  Wetzel.  He  was  educated  in  the 
district  schools  and  remained  with  his  father  until  1914.  At  that  time  he 
started  farming  for  himself.  He  has  a  good  place  of  325  acres,  80  of  which 
he  secured  from  his  parents,  and  two  tracts  of  which  65  acres  in  section  5  and 
180  acres  in  section  1,  he  purchased  from  others.  He  has  been  successful  in 
his  operations,  and  has  a  good  herd  of  grade  Holstein  cattle,  including  nine 
pure  blooded  females  and  headed  by  a  full  blooded  sire.  He  is  constantly 
building  up  his  herd  and  already  has  an  excellent  start.  Mr.  Wetzel  is  a  pro¬ 
gressive  man,  is  interested  in  everything  which  he  believes  to  be  for  the  good 
of  the  community  and  especially  active  in  work  among  the  young  people  of 
his  church.  He  is  well  liked  by  all  who  know  him,  and  is  highly  regarded 
and  respected.  Mr.  Wetzel  was  married  Nov.  2,  1913,  to  Mrs.  Lena  (Johnson) 
Severson,  born  in  Maple  Grove  Township,  Dec.  27,  1885,  the  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Minnie  (Storm)  Johnson,  and  widow  of  Simon  Severson.  By 
Mr.  Severson,  Mrs.  Wetzel  has  a  daughter,  Loleta,  born  July  30,  1911.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Wetzel  have  had  two  children.  Frederick  was  born  Aug.  29,  1915. 
Wanda  was  born  Aug.  5,  1919,  and  died  May  29,  1920. 

Fredrick  H.  Burdick,  well  known  farmer  and  a  man  of  considerable 
influence  in  the  community,  is  the  owner  of  80  acres  in  section  16,  west,  Maple 
Grove  Township,  where  he  is  building  up  a  fine  farm.  He  is  a  native  of  this 
state,  born  in  Outagamie  County,  April  4,  1869,  son  of  Thomas  and  Lucy 
(Worden)  Burdick.  He  received  a  good  public  school  education,  and  left  home 
when  very  young,  spending  his  time  as  a  farm  laborer  and  as  a  worker  in 
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the  lumber  woods.  For  some  years  he  rented  farms  in  Sauk  County.  In  1903 
he  purchased  his  present  place  and  in  1904  he  settled  upon  it.  A  house  had 
already  been  built.  He  renovated  the  house,  erected  a  barn  and  other  build¬ 
ings,  cleared  an  additional  35  acres,  fenced  a  part  of  it,  and  now  carries  on 
general  farming  and  dairying.  He  takes  an  active  part  in  everything  that 
pertains  to  the  good  of  the  community,  and  has  served  efficiently  for  six 
years  as  a  member  of  the  school  board.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Odd  Fellows  and  of  the  Beavers.  Mr.  Burdick  was  married  Nov.  24,  1893,  to 
Rosetta  Spencer,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Selina  (Jones)  Spencer.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Burdick  have  six  children.  Harold  T.  was  born  May  6,  1896,  and  lives 
in  Maple  Grove  Township;  Charles  E.  was  born  Nov.  7,  1899,  and  lives  at 
home;  Lester  F.  was  born  Nov.  17,  1904;  Willis  S.  was  born  Oct.  27,  1907; 
Cecelia  R.  was  born  Aug.  17,  1910;  and  Helen  C.  was  born  Feb.  3,  1912.  The 
family  faith  is  that  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Harold  T.,  the  oldest  son,  already 
mentioned,  was  inducted  into  the  United  States  service  in  1918,  and  left  the 
county  witfo  the  largest  contingent  which  went  out  of  Barron.  He  trained  at 
Camp  Grant,  Ill.,  was  assigned  to  replacement  troops  and  then  went  to  Waco, 
Tex.,  for  further  training.  Later  he  was  returned  to  Camp  Grant,  and  was 
there  discharged  on  March  4,  1919.  The  Burdicks  are  one  of  the  early  Wis¬ 
consin  families.  At  one  time  the  family  owned  a  homestead  of  160  acres 
which  embraces  a  part  of  the  present  city  of  Milwaukee.  When  the  family 
divided  the  tract,  Thomas  Burdick,  who  was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  traded  his 
share  for  160  acres  of  pine  land  in  Outagamie  County,  where  he  worked  as  a 
millwright  and  carpenter  in  connection  with  small  farming  for  the  remainder 
of  his  days.  She  died  in  1872,  and  he  lived  to  a  good  old  age  and  died  in  1912. 
Thomas  Burdick  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War.  He  enlisted  at  Eureka,  Wis., 
in  Company  F,  First  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  and  served  through  the  four  years  of 
the  conflict.  The  Spencer  family  dates  back  to  the  days  of  early  New  England, 
some  of  its  members  having  come  over  in  the  Mayflower  and  others  in  later 
Colonial  days.  Samuel  Spencer,  a  member  of  the  family,  served  in  the  Revo¬ 
lutionary  War.  His  son,  Thomas,  followed  the  sea  and  was  also  a  skilled 
cooper  in  the  days  when  that  trade  was  one  of  dignity  and  honor.  A  grandson 
of  Thomas  was  Charles,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Frederick  H.  Burdick.  He  came 
to  Wisconsin  with  his  parents  and  with  them  settled  near  Portage,  on  the 
Fox  River.  True  to  the  instincts  of  his  ancient  and  hardy  race,  he  enlisted  at 
Spring  Green,  Wis.,  July  4,  1861,  in  Company  C,  First  Wisconsin  Heavy  Artil¬ 
lery,  and  served  four  years  in  some  of  the  fiercest  fighting  of  the  Civil  War. 
As  a  young  man  he  homesteaded  160  acres  in  Sauk  County,  and  there  lived 
until  1911,  when  he  moved  to  Baraboo,  where  he  and  his  wife  now  live. 
Although  eighty  years  old,  he  is  hale  and  hearty  and  drives  his  own  Buick 
car.  He  is  actively  serving  as  health  officer  of  the  town  and  is  prominent  in 
the  G.  A.  R.  His  good  wife,  a  most  kindly  lady  of  many  gracious  qualities,  has 
reached  the  age  of  seventy-one  years.  In  addition  to  being  descended  from 
the  Spencers,  Mrs.  Frederick  H.  Burdick  has  also  other  Revolutionary  blood. 
Nathaniel  Chapman,  who  served  in  the  Revolution  as  a  drummer  boy  and  was 
promoted  to  ensign  for  bravery  in  action,  was  her  great-great-grandfather. 

Walter  Lowry  Morrison,  at  one  time  county  clerk,  and  for  many  years  a 
prominent  citizen  of  Chetek  Township,  was  born  in  Ohio  July  2,  1849,  and 
as  a  young  man  came  to  Wisconsin.  He  was  married  March  29,  1870,  to  Caro¬ 
line  Sexton,  who  was  born  in  Richland  County,  Wis.,  Nov.  3,  1851,  the  daughter 
of  Morris  and  Caroline  (Fellows)  Sexton,  Wisconsin  pioneers.  After  their 
marriage,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morrison  lived  in  Richland  County  for  a  number  of 
years.  In  the  late  seventies,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sexton  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morrison 
came  to  Barron  County,  and  each  secured  homesteads  in  section  24,  Chetek 
Township.  Both  families  had  similar  experiences.  They  lived  in  a  sparsely 
settled  community  where  comforts  were  few  and  hardships  many.  They  broke 
and  cleared  their  land,  erected  buildings  as  necessity  required,  and  in  time 
developed  good  farms.  Walter  L.  Morrison  farmed  until  hid  death,  May  8, 
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1897.  His  widow  now  makes  her  home  with  her  son-in-law  and  daughter,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Carl  Nielsen.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morrison  were  the  parents  of  four  chil¬ 
dren:  Albert  Sexton,  Kate,  Mattie  and  Minnie.  Albert  Sexton  is  a  farmer  in 
Chetek  Township.  Katie  married  Amos  Clemmons  and  they  operate  a  farm 
just  outside  the  city  limits  of  Chetek,  Mr.  Clemmons  also  working  as  clerk 
in  the  Cooperative  store.  They  have  nine  children :  Roy,  Harold,  Fay,  Lucille, 
Guy,  Walter,  Amos,  Roger  and  Dorothy.  Mattie  married  Gus  Barlindal  and 
they  live  in  Ferndale.  Wash.  They  have  five  children:  Clarence,  Hope,  Percey, 
Frances  and  Fern.  Minnie  is  the  wife  of  Carl  Nielsen  of  Chetek  Township, 
and  they  have  three  children:  Lena  Marie,  Wilda  Louise  and  Evelyn  Jeanette. 

Albert  Sexton  Morrison,  a  well-to-do  and  estimable  farmer  of  Chetek 
Township,  near  the  western  limits  of  the  city,  was  born  near  the  place  where 
he  now  lives,  May  18,  1872,  son  of  Walter  Lowry  and  Caroline  (Sexton)  Morri¬ 
son,  the  pioneers.  He  was  educated  in  the  rural  schools  and  reared  to  farm 
pursuits.  As  a  young  man  he  went  to  Minnesota  and  there  engaged  in  farm 
work  for  several  years.  He  then  returned  home  and  bought  38  acr^s  from  the 
estate  of  his  maternal  grandfather,  Morris  Sexton.  He  erected  a  house,  barn, 
granary,  swine  house,  machine  shed,  silo  and  other  buildings,  and  made  other 
improvements.  He  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying  and  keeps 
graded  cattle  and  swine.  His  holdings  include  stock  in  the  Chetek  Cooperative 
Mercantile  Co.  and  the  Chetek  Auto  Co.  He  and  his  wife  attend  the  Methodist 
Church  and  she  is  active  in  the  Ladies’  Aid.  Mr.  Morrison  was  married  in 
Chetek  to  Minnie  Louise  Knudson,  whose  parents  were  natives  of  Norway,  and 
early  settlers  in  Adams  County,  this  state,  where  the  mother  died  in  1914  and 
where  the  father  is  still  living.  There  were  eight  other  children  in  the  family : 
Theodore  of  Allansby,  Wash.;  Edith  of  Brooks,  Wis.;  Frank  of  Kenosha,  Wis.; 
lver  of  Adams,  Wis.;  Ulva,  wife  of  Victor  Totton  of  Adams,  Wis.;  and  three 
who  are  dead.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morrison  have  two  children:  Lillian,  born  Dec.  17, 
1907,  and  Thelma,  born  July  6,  1909. 

Carl  Nielsen,  a  respected  citizen,  who  farms  within  the  city  limits  of 
Chetek,  was  born  in  Denmark,  Sept.  14,  1884,  son  of  Morten  and  Annie  Nielsen, 
the  former  of  whom,  a  baker,  is  still  living  in  Norway,  and  the  latter  of  whom 
died  there  late  in  1917.  Carl  and  his  brother,  Christ,  came  to  America  in  1899, 
and  joined  a  sister,  Annie,  now  Mrs.  Julius  Hanson,  of  Racine,  Wis.  He  learned 
the  painting  and  paper  hanging  trade,  in  Racine,  and  there  worked  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years.  He  came  to  Barron  County  in  1906  and  followed  his  trade  at 
Chetek.  In  1907  he  purchased  two  acres  on  the  outskirts  of  the  city,  with 
buildings  standing  thereon,  and  has  since  devoted  his  time  to  farming.  He 
operates  the  farm  of  his  mother-in-law,  Mrs.  Walter  L.  Morrison.  The  place 
consists  of  70  acres,  50  acres  being  land  and  twenty  acres  being  a  pond.  Here 
he  successfully  carries  on  general  farming,  raising  grain,  hay,  feed  and  pota¬ 
toes,  and  making  a  specialty  of  grade  Guernsey  cattle  and  registered  Poland 
China  swine.  In  addition  to  his  other  holdings,  he  has  stock  in  the  Chetek  Co¬ 
operative  Creamery,  the  Chetek  Cooperative  Mercantile  Co.  and  the  Chetek 
Auto  Co.  Mr.  Nielsen  was  married  Aug.  3,  1907,  to  Minnie  Rebecca  Morrison, 
who  was  born  Sept.  9,  1887,  daughter  of  Walter  L.  and  Caroline  (Sexton)  Mor¬ 
rison,  pioneers  of  Chetek  Township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nielsen  have  three  children: 
Lena  Marie,  born  March  28,  1908;  Wilda  Louise  was  born  Nov.  10,  1910;  and 
Evelyn  Jeannette,  born  Dec.  29,  1916.  The  family  attends  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  and  Mrs.  Nielsen  is  active  in  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society. 

Albert  W.  Cooper,  prominent  citizen  and  well-to-do  farmer  living  in  section 
22,  west,  Maple  Grove  Township,  is  one  of  the  active  progressive  men  of  the 
county  and  is  taking  his  full  share  in  its  growth  and  progress.  He  is  a  native 
of  this  state,  born  in  Monroe  County,  April  20,  1864,  son  of  Isaac  and  Elizabeth 
(Decker)  Cooper,  natives  of  New  York  State,  who  settled  in  Monroe  County  in 
the  spring  of  1854,  and  there  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  the  father 
dying  July  14,  1895,  and  the  mother  Oct.  27,  1891.  In  the  family  there  were 
eight  children:  James  (deceased),  Laura,  Sarah,  John,  Edward,  Albert  W., 
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Minnie  and  Mary  (deceased) .  Albert  W.  received  his  early  education  in  Monroe 
County  and  worked  for  his  father  until  1883  when  he  secured  employment  with 
his  brother.  After  doing  general  farm  work  for  a  while  he  then  rented  his 
father’s  farm  two  years,  after  which  he  bought  it  and  operated  it  for  three 
years  more.  In  1888  he  went  to  Redwood  County,  Minn.,  and  rented  a  farm 
there  seven  years.  He  came  to  Barron  County  in  1895  and  purchased  eighty 
acres  of  wild  land  in  Dallas  Township,  where  he  cleared  forty-five  acres  and 
erected  a  good  set  of  buildings.  In  1902  he  went  to  Webster  County,  Mo.,  where 
he  farmed  and  operated  a  photograph  gallery;  from  there  in  1907  he  went  to 
Kansas  City,  where  he  was  a  motorman.  He  came  back  to  Barron  County  in 
1909  and  bought  seventy-three  acres  in  Prairie  Farm  Township  which  he 
cleared  and  erected  buildings.  In  March,  1918,  he  sold  out  and  bought  his 
present  place  of  eighty  acres.  This  place  he  improved  to  some  extent  and  here 
he  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the 
school  board.  His  faith  is  that  of  the  Christian  Church.  Mr.  Cooper  was  mar¬ 
ried  November  27,  1887,  to  Hattie  Hulburt,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Lydia 
(Snyder)  Hulburt,  natives  of  New  York  State,  who  came  to  Monroe  County, 
Wis.,  and  later  farmed  in  Dallas  Township,  this  county,  until  their  death,  the 
father  dying  April  28,  1897,  and  the  mother  July  26,  1919.  In  the  Hulburt 
family  there  were  eight  children:  David,  Henry  (deceased),  Lottie,  Edward, 
Hattie,  Emily  (deceased),  Alona  (deceased),  and  Ella.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cooper 
have  four  children:  Josephine  L.,  Allen  W.,  Lorence  H.  and  Florence  (now 
deceased).  Josephine  L.  was  born  Aug.  21,  1888,  and  is  now  Mrs.  Cris  Hanson 
of  Dallas.  Allen  W.  was  born  April  2,  1897.  He  enlisted  Sept.  3,  1918,  and 
served  at  Fort  Oglethorpe,  Ga.,  and  at  West  Baden,  Ind.,  being  attached  to 
hospitals  with  units  of  the  medical  corps.  He  was  discharged  April  23,  1919. 
Lorence  H.  was  born  Jan.  26,  1903,  and  is  now  attending  high  school  at  Barron. 
Florence  was  his  twin. 

Albert  J.  Cornelius,  a  well-to-do  citizen  of  sections  5  and  8,  west,  Maple 
Grove  Township,  was  born  in  Norway,  July  30,  1865,  son  of  Cornelius  and  Anne 
(Paulson)  Halleson,  the  former  of  whom,  a  sailor,  was  drowned  at  sea  in  1866, 
and  the  latter  of  whom  later  married  Anton  Tarlson,  who'  brought  the  family 
to  America  in  1888,  and  after  a  year  in  Roberts,  this  state,  came  to  Barron 
County  and  bought  40  acres  in  section  8,  west,  Maple  Grove  Township,  where 
he  still  lives  and  where  his  wife  died  Nov.  19,  1913.  Albert  J.  received  his  early 
education  in  his  native  country  and  came  to  America  in  1887,  living  for  a  year 
in  Roberts,  Wis.,  and  a  year  at  Marine,  Minn.  He  came  to  Barron  County  in 
1889,  and  bought  40  acres  in  section  5,  west,  Maple  Grove  Township.  Later  he 
bought  tracts  of  20  and  40  acres  in  the  same  section,  and  one  of  20  acres  in 
section  8,  west.  Eighty  acres  of  the  place  has  been  sold  to  the  son.  Mr.  Cor¬ 
nelius  cleared  about  50  acres,  erected  buildings  and  fences,  and  acquired  stock 
and  equipment.  He  has  remained  on  the  same  place  since  he  first  settled  here, 
with  the  exception  of  two  years  when  he  and  his  wife  were  in  the  state  of 
Washington.  He  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  is  one  of  the  solid 
substantial  men  of  the  community.  His  financial  holdings  include  stock  in  the 
Barron  Cooperative  Creamery.  He  is  a  public  spirited  citizen  and  has  served 
as  the  efficient  treasurer  of  his  school  district  for  20  years.  Mr.  Cornelius  was 
married  March  30,  1890,  to  Julia  Conrad,  daughter  of  Conrad  and  Ellen  (Hel- 
derson)  Ingerson,  natives  of  Norway,  who  came  to  America  in  1891  and  settled 
in  Maple  Grove  Township,  Barron  County,  and  here  resided  until  their  death, 
the  father  dying  Nov.  26,  1909,  and  the  mother  July  13,  1913.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Cornelius  have  three  children:  Jennie,  born  March  1,  1891,  is  now  Mrs.  J.  E. 
Watner  of  Maple  Grove;  Clarence  was  born  Jan.  24,  1894,  and  is  now  farming 
in  Maple  Grove  Township.  Elmer  was  born  Dec.  4,  1896,  and  died  April  13, 
1897.  In  the  family  there  is  also  an  adopted  daughter,  Rachael  Conrad. 

Frank  D.  Crisler,  proprietor  of  the  “Old  Hillsdale  Farm,”  in  section  33, 
west,  Maple  Grove  Township,  was  born  in  Steuben  County,  Ind.,  Feb.  5,  1867, 
son  of  Wesley  and  Martha  (Wilsey)  Crisler,  natives  respectively  of  New  York 
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and  New  Jersey.  Wesley  Crisler  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War.  He  died  in 
Indiana  in  1918.  His  five  children  were:  John  W.,  Frank  D.,  William  H.,  by 
his  first  wife,  and  Nora  and  Ora  by  his  second  wife.  Frank  D.  received  his 
early  education  in  Indiana,  worked  for  a  while  for  his  father,  and  then  con¬ 
tinued  farm  work  for  a  time  in  that  vicinity.  In  1896  he  came  to  Barron  County 
and  bought  80  acres  in  section  31,  west,  Maple  Grove  Township.  From  this 
tract  he  cleared  the  heavy  timbers  himself,  skidding  the  logs  to  a  sawmill 
located  where  his  residence  now  stands.  After  clearing  a  part  of  the  land  he 
erected  a  log  house  and  barn.  In  1903  he  traded  this  place  for  80  acres  in 
section  32,  west,  and  onto  this,  after  living  on  a  rented  farm  for  two  years  he 
moved  in  1905.  He  erected  a  large  barn,  fenced  the  entire  place,  and  here  car¬ 
ried  on  general  farming  for  three  years.  In  1908  he  moved  to  Montana,  but  a 
year  later  returned  to  his  farm  in  Barron  County.  He  sold  the  farm  in  1912, 
and  moved  to  Indiana,  where  he  purchased  80  acres  of  land.  After  one  year 
there  he  again  returned  to  Barron  County  and  bought  80  acres  in  Maple  Grove 
Township.  A  short  time  later  he  bought  his  present  farm  of  160  acres.  He  has 
some  good  buildings,  the  house  being  equipped  with  electric  lights  and  the 
barn  with  James  stanchions.  Here  he  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying. 
He  is  well  liked  in  the  community,  and  has  the  confidence  of  his  fellow  men. 
For  some  time  he  served  as  a  member  of  the  town  and  school  boards,  and  for 
a  while  he  was  town  chairman,  being  appointed  that  position  by  the  board,  to 
fill  out  the  term  of  J.  A.  H.  Johnson,  who  was  elected  sheriff.  Mr.  Crisler  was 
married  Nov.  29,  1897,  to  Anna  Carr,  daughter  of  George  and  Margaret  (Jack- 
man)  Carr,  natives  of  Indiana,  who  settled  on  a  farm  in  Barron  County  in  the 
seventies  and  here  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  In  the  Carr  family  there 
were  six  children:  George  E.,  Maria,  Lina,  Hugh,  Anna- and  James  (deceased). 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crisler  have  four  children :  Russell  L.,  born  Aug.  25,  1898 ;  Ruth 
B.,  born  March  24,  1900,  a  clerk  in  the  Snyder  Brothers  general  store  at  Hills¬ 
dale  Village;  Mattie  M.,  born  Aug.  21,  1901,  a  student  at  the  State  Normal 
School  at  Superior ;  and  Harold  F.,  born  March  25,  1908. 

Louis  L.  Lindemer,  now  deceased,  was  a  man  of  varied  activities  in  this 
county,  to  which  he  came  as  a  young  man.  He  was  a  native  of  this  state,  born 
in  Dodge  County,  Neb.,  Feb.  10,  1859,  the  son  of  George  and  Christiana  Linde¬ 
mer,  natives  of  Germany,  who  came  to  Wisconsin  as  young  people  and  were 
married  in  this  state.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on  the  farm,  and 
attended  the  public  and  parochial  schools.  As  a  youth  he  learned  the  tinners’ 
trade,  at  Horicon,  in  his  native  county.  He  was  not  quite  of  age  when  he  went 
to  Winona,  Minn.,  on  the  Mississippi  River,  near  which  city  he  obtained  farm 
employment.  From  there  in  the  early  eighties  he  came  to  Barron  County  and 
entered  the  employ  of  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.,  first  on  their  farm,  then  in  their 
tin  shop  at  Rice  Lake,  and  then  in  their  tin  shop  at  Prairie  Farm.  Next  he 
worked  for  Willis  Downs,  on  his  farm  and  in  the  woods.  In  1886  he  was  mar¬ 
ried,  and  thereafter  stayed  several  months  in  his  native  county.  Then  he 
brought  his  bride  to  Barron  County  and  settled  on  80  acres  of  land  in  section 
27,  Prairie  Farm  Township,  east  of  Prairie  Farm  Village.  He  built  a  frame 
house,  started  to  clear  up  the  brush  and  break  the  land  and  develop  a  farm.  At 
first  his  domestic  animals  consisted  of  a  span  of  horses  and  a  cow.  Mr.  Linde¬ 
mer,  however,  has  considerable  other  employment  aside  from  farming.  For 
several  winters  he  continued  to  work  in  the  woods.  For  a  time  he  teamed  for 
George  E.  Scott,  the  Prairie  Farm  merchant,  and  for  a  time  for  the  Barron 
Woolen  Mills.  In  1909  he  bought  a  place  in  section  28,  Prairie  Farm  Township, 
which  is  still  the  family  home.  He  put  up  a  good  house  and  barn  and  developed 
a  profitable  farm.  Here  he  carried  on  general  farming  and  dairying  until  his 
death,  June  27,  1920,  of  heart  failure.  He  was  a  man  held  in  excellent  regard 
by  all  who  knew  him,  he  was  a  good  husband,  a  loving  father,  a  kindly  neighbor 
and  loyal  friend.  His  standing  as  a  citizen  is  shown  by  his  service  for  several 
years  as  a  member  of  the  town  board.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Evangelical 
Association  Church,  located  east  of  Prairie  Farm,  and  was  always  ready  and 
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willing  to  help  in  any  good  cause.  All  in  all,  he  was  a  substantial  citizen,  who 
did  his  duty  in  life  as  he  found  it  and  left  a  gracious  memory  with  all  who 
knew  him.  Mr.  Lindemer  was  married  at  Prairie  Farm  on  Oct.  20,.  1886,  to 
Emma  Wing,  who  was  born  in  Cook’s  Valley,  north  of  Bloomer,  in  Chippewa 
County,  Sept.  26,  1866,  the  daughter  of  Gardner  and  Alma  Wing,  both  natives 
of  this  country.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  six  children.  Leonard  Rich¬ 
ard  farms  in  Pairie  Farm  Township.  Archie  Lee  is  in  Minneapolis.  Grace  Alma 
is  the  wife  of  Benjamin  Haines  of  Ridgeland.  Hazel  May  is  the  wife  of  Charley 
Curtis  of  Prairie  Farm.  Louis  Arthur  and  George  Gardner  are  at  home. 

Augustus  L.  Best,  now  deceased,  at  one  time  the  most  extensive  owner 
of  improved  farm  land  in  Prairie  Farm  Township,  was  born  on  a  farm  in  Adams 
County,  Wis.,  April  4,  1854,  the  son  of  Socrates  T.  and  E.  Frances  (Langson) 
Best,  and  was  taken  by  them  to  Texas  while  still  a  young  child.  At  the  outbreak 
of  the  Civil  War  the  father  was  impressed  into  the  Confederate  service,  but 
deserted  and  joined  the  Union  Army.  The  mother,  believing  that  the  father 
had  been  killed,  started  for  Wisconsin  with  her  two  sons,  Augustus  L.  and 
William.  Near  Dardanelle,  Ark.,  she  met  her  husband,  and  he  established  a 
home  near  the  hospital  where  he  was  assigned  to  duty.  She  died  Nov.  5,  1864, 
and  he  was  then  ordered  back  to  his  regiment.  He  sent  the  boys  north  with 
other  refugees  in  charge  of  a  clergyman.  But  at  Springfield,  Ill.,  the  clergyman 
decamped  with  the  refugees’  funds.  The  two  boys  were  taken  by  kindhearted 
strangers,  who  cared  for  them  a  while,  and  then  sent  them  to  Chicago.  There, 
too,  they  met  kindly  people,  who,  after  entertaining  them  a  while,  sent  them 
to  Portage,  Wis.,  where  they  had  an  uncle.  From  there  they  were  taken  to 
their  grandparents’  home  in  Adams  County,  where,  at  the  close  of  the  war, 
they  were  joined  by  their  father.  Augustus  L.  started  out  for  himself  in  1876, 
and  located  at  Menomonie,  Dunn  County,  this  state,  where  he  secured  employ¬ 
ment  carrying  the  mail  between  that  place  and  Prairie  Farm,  in  Barron 
County.  After  three  years  he  went  to  North  Dakota.  A  year  later  he  returned 
and  became  clerk  for  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  at  Prairie  Farm.  Three  years  after¬ 
ward  he  again  went  to  North  Dakota,  but  this  time  stayed  only  a  short  while. 
Upon  his  return  he  engaged  in  stock  dealing.  In  1884  he  and  his  brother,  Wil¬ 
liam  J.,  formed  a  partnership,  in  the  operation  of  a  sawmill  in  New  Haven 
Township,  Dunn  County.  There,  for  several  years,  they  did  a  flourishing  busi¬ 
ness.  In  1895  Mr.  Best  came  to  Prairie  Farm  once  more  and  purchased  a  tract 
of  1,000  acres  of  well  improved  land  from  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  This  tract  was 
a  part  6f  the  farm  from  which  the  town  took  its  name,  and  which  the  lumber 
company  had  developed  in  the  early  day.  He  replaced  the  house  with  one  of 
the  best  frame  residences  in  the  vicinity  and  put  up  other  good  buildings. 
Here  he  successfully  carried  on  general  farming  for  over  fifteen  years.  Grad¬ 
ually  the  great  tract  has  been  sold  off  until  the  home  place  now  consists  of 
130  acres,  forty  acres  of  which  is  in  the  village.  Mr.  Best  took  an  active  part 
in  everything  that  pertained  to  the  growth  of  the  community.  He  was  a 
Republican,  and  in  the  convention  days  was  a  delegate  to  many  gatherings  of 
that  party.  In  Dunn  and  Barron  Counties  both  he  served  in  numerous  town 
offices.  He  helped  to  get  the  Co-operative  Creamery  at  Prairie  Farm  started, 
and  served  as  a  member  of  its  first  board  of  directors.  The  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  of  Prairie  Farm  found  in  him  a  prominent  supporter  and  liberal 
contributor.  After  a  long  and  useful  life,  he  died  Feb.  11,  1912.  Mr.  Best  was 
a  man  eminently  fitted  by  temperament  and  ability  to  be  a  leader  in  the 
development  of  a  new  country.  He  was  progressive  and  intelligent,  he  had  a 
broad  spirit  of  fairness,  he  was  a  man  of  sterling  character,  and  of  unfail¬ 
ing  cheerfulness  of  disposition.  He  believed  in  the  future  of  Prairie  Farm,  he 
demonstrated  that  belief,  and  the  name  he  left  is  inseparably  interwoven  in 
the  history  of  the  town  and  village.  Mr.  Best  was  married  April  6,  1878,  to 
Alana  Laundt,  a  native  of  Wisconsin,  and  the  daughter  of  Jerry  and  Sarah 
(Ward)  Laundt.  This  union  was  blessed  with  seven  children:  Almeron,  of 
Barron;  Eugene,  of  Coeur  d’Alene,  Idaho;  Elsie,  now  deceased;  Benjamin,  of 
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Spooner;  Clebourn,  of  Hillyard,  Washington;  Loren,  also  of  that  place;  and 
Earl,  in  the  United  States  military  service.  Mr.  Best  was  married  Feb.  17, 
1897,  at  Necedah  to  Mrs.  Laura  Risdon,  the  widow  of  Charles  Risdon,  of  Maus- 
ton,  Juneau  County,  this  state,  who,  in  maidenhood,  was  Laura  Clumpner. 
She  was  born  at  Necedah  on  Nov.  14,  1865,  the  daughter  of  William  and  Evaline 
(Ward)  Clumpner,  the  former  a  mill  man,  born  in  Holland,  and  the  latter  a 
native  of  Jefferson  County,  this  state.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Best  have  three  children. 
Homer,  who  operates  the  home  place,  married  Edith  Kahl,  the  daughter  of 
George  Kahl.  Laura  is  a  teacher.  Geneva  is  at  home.  There  is  also  an 
adopted  son,  Gussie,  who  is  serving  in  the  U.  S.  Navy. 

John  Alfred  Bakke,  the  energetic  manager  of  the  Bakke  Brothers’  Bicycle 
and  Motorcycle  Shop,  at  Barron,  and  veteran  of  the  American  Expeditionary 
Force  and  of  the  American  Army  of  Occupation  during  the  World  War,  is  one 
of  the  best  known  young  men  in  this  vicinity.  He  is  a  good  business  man  and 
has  built  up  a  good  trade,  and  personally  he  enjoys  a  lasting  popularity  with 
all  who  know  him.  He  was  born  in  Superior,  Wis.,  Oct.  23,  1894,  the  son  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Andrew  Bakke,  who  brought  him  to  a  farm  in  Barron  Township, 
this  county,  in  1906.  There  he  completed  his  schooling,  was  reared  to  man¬ 
hood  and  learned  farm  pursuits.  July  12,  1917,  he  enlisted  at  Rice  Lake  in 
Co.  F,  6th  Infantry,  Wisconsin  National  Guards,  and  on  July  19  was  sent  to 
Camp  Douglas,  in  this  state,  for  a  month’s  training,  after  which  he  was  in 
training  at  Waco,  Texas.  Dec.  13,  the  unit  was  sent  from  there  to  Camp  Dix, 
New  Jersey,  for  overseas  equipment.  He  sailed  Jan.  30,  1918,  on  the  U.  S.  S. 
“Aeolus”,  a  former  German  liner.  He  arrived  at  Brest,  Feb.  17,  1918,  and  was 
sent  thence  to  Chateau  Villan,  where  he  trained  with  the  107th  Engineers  of 
the  32nd  Division.  Thence  he  was  sent  to  Alsace  Loraine,  where  he  was  at¬ 
tached  to  the  headquarters  company  of  the  same  unit.  He  participated  in  the 
offenses  of  the  Marne- Aisne  and  the  Oise-Aisne,  both  sectors  in  the  Argonne 
region,  and  was  in  France  when  the  Armistice  was  signed.  Later  he  marched 
with  his  division  into  Germany,  and  occupied  the  bank  of  the  Rhine  north  of 
Coblenz.  In  May,  1919,  he  entrained  at  Oberbeiber,  Germany,  subsequently 
sailed  from  Brest,  France,  on  the  H.  M.  S.  Haverford,  of  the  British  navy,  and 
landed  at  Philadelphia,  May  25.  He  was  discharged  at  Camp  Custer,  May  27, 
1919.  Then,  after  a  month  on  the  farm,  he  took  up  building  contracting.  Early 
in  1920  he  became  a  partner  in  the  firm  of  Bakke  Brothers,  with  his  brothers, 
Oscar  and  Westye.  This  concern  has  branches  at  Rice  Lake  and  Barron.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  has  the  entire  charge  of  the  Barron  branch.  He  has 
just  erected  a  new  building  of  brick,  26  by  40  feet,  with  a  full  basement,  which 
is  one  of  the  ornaments  of  La  Salle  Street  and  adds  much  to  the  appearance 
of  that  thoroughfare.  It  houses  the  sales  rooms  and  the  repair  department. 
Mr.  Bakke  handles  various  makes  of  bicycles  and  motor  cycles,  carries  a  full 
line  of  accessories,  and  does  general  repairing.  The  firm  has  the  agency  for 
the  Harley  Davidson  motorcycles.  Mr.  Bakke  is  active  in  the  affairs  of  the  Ben 
Brown  Post,  No.  212,  American  Legion.  He  attends  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Churth. 

Frank  Burnham,  city  marshal  of  Barron,  and  successful  silo  agent,  was 
born  in  Jefferson  County,  Wisconsin,  Nov.  8,  1869,  son  of  James  and  Evelyn 
(Abbey)  Burnham,  the  former  of  whom  died  June  1,  1907,  and  the  latter  of 
whom  is  now  living  in  Hebron,  Jefferson  County,  Wis.  Frank  D.  attended  the 
public  schools,  learned  farming  from  his  father,  and  remained  at  home  until 
1889,  when  he  rented  a  farm  from  his  grandfather,  Dow  L.  Abbey.  In  the  fall 
of  1893  he  went  to  Ft.  Atkinson,  where  he  was  interested  in  the  manufacture 
of  wagons  and  furniture.  Returning  to  his  native  place  in  1895,  he  purchased 
a  farm  near  Milton  Junction,  Wis.,  onto  which  he  moved  the  following  year. 
Three  years  later  he  went  to  Renville  County,  Minnesota.  It  was  in  1903  that 
he  came  to  Barron  County,  and  purchased  160  acres  in  Clinton  Township.  Here 
he  labored  for  six  years,  erecting  new  buildings,  improving  the  farm,  and 
bringing  it  to  a  high  stage  of  cultivation.  In  1909  he  moved  to  Barron  City, 
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continuing  to  rent  the  farm  until  1919  when  he  sold  it.  He  has  a  pleasant 
home  on  Division  Street  and  is  one  of  the  prosperous  men  of  the  community. 
In  connection  with  his  other  interests  he  owns  stock  in  the  Barron  Co-opera¬ 
tive  Creamery.  Mr.  Burnham  was  married  Feb.  9,  1891,  to  Mary  Anthony, 
the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Anthony,  of  Rome,  Wis.,  where  she  was 
born  May  17,  1871.  This  union  has  been  made  happy  with  five  children: 
Evelyn,  born  Dec.  6,  1895;  Harry,  born  May  16,  1899;  Edna,  born  Aug.  7,  1902; 
Raymond,  born  April  10,  1904;  and  Leon,  born  Nov.  17,  1905.  All  are  at  home 
except  Evelyn,  who  graduated  from  the  Barron  High  School,  and  is  now  a 
stenographer  at  Cando,  N.  D.  Harry  is  also  a  graduate  of  the  Barron  High 
School,  and  the  three  younger  ones  are  still  students  there.  The  family  faith 
is  that  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  Mr.  Burnham’s  fraternal  relations  are  with 
the  Modern  Woodmen. 

John  E.  Bowen,  prominent  business  man  and  farmer  of  Barron,  is  one  of 
the  leading  men  of  the  county.  He  has  been  mayor  of  Barron  two  years,  is 
active  in  various  lines  of  endeavor,  and  has  taken  his  full  share  in  political, 
commercial,  agricultural,  fraternal,  social  and  church  life.  The  subject  of 
this  sketch  was  born  in  Burns  Township,  La  Crosse  County,  Wis.,  Aug.  18, 
1867,  son  of  Oscar  and  Mary  J.  (Hanton)  Bowen.  He  learned  agriculture  from 
his  father,  and  while  still  on  the  home  farm  was  engaged  for  several  years  as 
a  cheese  maker.  In  1890  he  bought  a  farm  in  his  native  township,  where  he 
followed  farming  for  ten  years.  In  1901  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  pur¬ 
chased  280  acres  of  partly  improved  land,  without  buildings.  He  erected 
buildings,  moved  onto  the  place,  and  continued  improving  the  farm  for  several 
years.  It  is  now  a  good  farm,  well  tilled,  with  suitable  equipment,  and  good 
structures.  This  he  still  operates,  although  he  no  longer  occupies  it.  In  con¬ 
nection  with  his  farming  he  has  conducted  a  number  of  other  lines  of  business. 
For  some  years  he  was  an  extensive  buyer  and  seller  of  stock,  and  this  he  still 
continues  to  some  extent.  From  1902  to  1910  he  was  manager  of  the  Barron 
Co-operative  Creamery.  In  1914  he  formed  a  partnership  with  F.  A.  Hulbert 
in  the  produce  and  seed  business,  and  this  firm  is  still  operating  on  a  constantly 
increasing  scale.  His  financial  connections  are  with  the  Bank  of  Barron  in 
which  he  is  a  stockholder  and  director.  His  fraternal  relations  are  with  the 
Masons  and  the  Modern  Woodmen.  The  Barron  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
finds  in  him  a  liberal  supporter  and  efficient  worker,  and  for  some  years  he 
has  been  the  superintendent  of  its  Sunday  School,  as  well  as  a  member  ^of  the 
official  board.  During  the  war  period,  for  about  three  years,  he  was  chairman 
of  the  Barron  County  Chapter  of  the  Red  Cross,  and  gave  his  time  and  ml^ney 
liberally  to  its  support.  All  in  all,  he  is  a  useful  and  active  man  and  a  rbql 
influence  in  the  daily  life  of  the  county.  The  family  residence,  which  was  pur-' 
chased  in  1907,  is  located  on  Division  Street  and  is  one  of  the  finest  in  Barron. 
Mr.  Bowen  was  married  Sept.  3,  1890,  to  Lillian  I.  Hemstock,  daughter  of  Wil¬ 
liam  and  Elizabeth  (Steadman)  Hemstock,  of  Burns  Township,  La  Crosse 
County,  this  state.  Mrs.  Bowen  was  born  in  that  township,  Aug.  29,  1871,  and 
has  proven  her  husband’s  worthy  helpmate  in  all  his  endeavors. 

Oscar  Bowen,  Bangor,  Wis.,  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  and  two  terms  post¬ 
master  of  Bangor,  was  born  in  New  York  State,  Oct.  2,  1843,  and  after  coming 
west,  was  married  Aug.  19,  1864,  in  Burns  Township,  La  Crosse  County,  this 
state,  to  Mary  J.  Hanton,  who  was  born  in  Canada,  Oct.  14,  1842.  Immediately 
following  his  marriage  he  enlisted  in  the  Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry.  Upon  his 
return  he  farmed  until  about  1895  when  he  retired.  In  the  family  there  are 
three  children:  John  E.,  Barron  business  man;  Ralph  W.,  born  July  23,  1871, 
banker  at  Augusta,  Wis.;  and  Roy  L.,  born  Jan.  1,  1880,  a  traveling  man  out  of 
Bangor,  Wis. 

Peter  McMahon  was  born  in  Ireland,  and  came  to  the  United  States  about 
1840.  After  living  in  New  York  City  for  a  while  he  came  to  Portage,  Wis.,  and 
engaged  in  lumbering  on  the  Wisconsin  River,  rafting  logs  all  the  way  from 
Portage  to  St.  Louis.  He  later  took  up  railroad  work  and  was  employed  on  the 
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old  North  Wisconsin  Railroad  from  Black  River  Falls  to  Knapp  and  Wilson. 
He  came  to  Cumberland,  then  the  end  of  the  division,  Jan.  1,  1881,  in  charge  of 
the  roundhouse.  Here  he  became  a  solid,  substantial  citizen  and  here  lived 
until  his  death,  Dec.  8,  1908.  His  wife  is  still  living  in  Cumberland.  In  the 
family  there  were  ten  children.  Michael  is  a  railroad  man  in  Chicago.  Charles 
F.  is  at  Duluth.  Benjamin  J.  is  a  railroad  engineer  with  headquarters  at 
Kinney,  Minn.  William  C.  is  postmaster  at  Cumberland.  Catherine  is  the  wife 
of  Patrick  L.  Cosgrove,  of  Poskin,  Clinton  Township,  this  county.  Anna  is  at 
home.  Peter,  Matthew  S.,  James  P.  and  Albert  H.  are  dead. 

William  C.  McMahon,  postmaster  at  Cumberland,  former  railroad  conduc¬ 
tor  on  the  C.  St.  P.  M.  &  0.  Ry.,  and  formerly  a  prominent  life  insurance 
salesman,  was  born  at  Wilson,  in  St.  Croix  County,  this  state,  Feb.  7,  1880, 
the  son  of  Peter  and  Ann  (Castle)  McMahon.  He  was  brought  to  Cumberland 
as  a  baby  and  was  here  reared,  graduating  from  the  high  school  in  1898.  Then 
he  went  to  work  on  the  “Soo”  line  as  a  steel  man.  For  one  year  he  taught 
school.  After  this  he  was  local  call  boy  for  the  “Omaha”  at  Itasca.  In  May, 
1901,  he  became  a  freight  brakeman  on  the  “Omaha”  and  the  next  year  was 
promoted  to  freight  conductor.  He  took  up  the  insurance  business  at  Cum¬ 
berland  in  1914  and  was  meeting  with  much  success  in  this  line  when  on  June 
1,  1915,  he  was  appointed  postmaster,  his  appointment  being  repeated  four 
years  later.  Mr.  McMahon  is  giving  most  efficient  service.  He  is  popular  with 
his  fellows  and  is  a  member  of  the  Elks,  the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  the 
Brotherhood  of  Railroad  Conductors. 

James  J.  Malcolm,  M.  D.,  practicing  physician  and  surgeon  of  Chetek,  is 
one  of  the  representative  men  of  Barron  County,  a  leader  in  his  profession, 
energetic  as  a  citizen,  and  popular  among  his  fellowmen.  His  experience  in 
life  has  been  unusually  wide,  as  he  was  educated  in  Canada,  has  practiced  in 
this  country,  has  seen  life  in  various  cities  in  the  vicinity  of  military  training: 
camps  in  the  United  States,  and  has  served  as  an  officer  with  troops  in  Siberia 
and  the  Philippines.  He  has  the  respect  of  his  brother  practitioners  and  the 
confidence  of  the  public,  and  is  establishing  for  himself  an  enviable  position  in 
the  community.  He  was  born  at  Chesley,  Ontario,  Canada,  May  17,  1877,  son 
of  John  and  Ellen  (Madole)  Malcolm,  a  prominent  family  of  that  place.  The 
common  schools  of  his  native  place  gave  him  his  preliminary  education,  after 
which  he  entered  the  high  school  at  Port  Perry,  Ontario,  Canada,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1896.  That  fall  he  entered  the  Toronto  Medi¬ 
cal  College  at  Toronto,  Canada,  and  was  graduated  in  1900.  With  this  prepara¬ 
tion  he  at  once  came  to  Chetek,  and  entered  into  partnership  with  his  brother, 
William  G.,  physician,  farmer  and  mayor.  Two  years  later  he  went  to  Dallas, 
in  this  county,  and  was  there  ten  years.  In  1912  he  came  back  to  Chetek,  and 
engaged  in  general  practice  here.  He  has  pleasant  offices,  well  equipped  in 
every  way  for  the  practice  of  his  profession.  Dr.  Malcolm  is  a  popular 
member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen,  the  Mystic  Workers  and  Odd  Fellows. 
At  the  entrance  of  the  United  States  into  the  World  War,  Dr.  Malcolm  offered 
his  services.  He  was  called  to  duty  Aug.  6,  1918,  was  commissioned  first 
lieutenant,  and  received  his  training  in  the  Medical  Officers'  Training  School 
at  Fort  Riley,  Kansas.  Then  he  was  assigned  to  base  hospital  duty  at  Camp 
Pike,  Arkansas,  and  served  there  during  the  worst  of  the  influenza  epidemic. 
In  December,  1918,  he  was  ordered  to  Siberia  with  the  American  Expeditionary 
Force.  He  served  there  until  February,  1919,  when  he  was  assigned  to 
Fort  Mills,  on  Corregidor  Island,  at  the  mouth  of  Manilla  Bay,  in  the  Philip¬ 
pines.  Then  he  was  ordered  home.  He  received  his  discharge  at  Presidio, 
San  Francisco,  California,  in  July,  1920,  and  at  once  returned  to  Chetek. 
Dr.  Malcolm  was  married  at  Miami,  Manitoba,  Canada,  Oct.  21,  1901,  to  Alice 
Anderson,  native  of  Canada,  who  died  March  15,  1905,  at  Dallas,  this  county, 
leaving  one  daughter,  Lolita,  born  April  14,  1903,  now  a  student  in  the 
Chetek  High  School.  Feb.  5,  1909,  Dr.  Malcolm  married  Alice  Banks,  born  in 
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Durham,  Ontario,  Canada,  the  daughter  of  Richard  H.  and  Emily  (Gray) 
Banks. 

Mathias  Egstad,  who  is  engaged  in  business  in  Cameron,  was  born  in  Nor¬ 
way  in  1870,  the  son  of  Nels  and  Engeborg  Elstad.  He  spent  his  early  boy¬ 
hood  in  Norway,  and  in  1881,  as  a  boy  of  ten,  was  brought  to  America  by  his 
mother,  joining  his  father  in  Vernon  County,  Wis.  He  attended  school  there 
and  learned  farming  from  his  father.  As  a  young  man  he  worked  on  farms  and 
in  the  lumber  woods.  For  many  years  he  has  been  in  business  with  his  brother, 
Peter.  They  farmed  together  on  the  outskirts  of  Cameron  for  a  while  and  in 
1891  engaged  in  business  in  the  village,  taking  up  their  present  business  in 
1914.  They  have  a  pool  hall  and  lunch  room,  and  sell  candies,  tobaccoes  and 
novelties.  Mr.  Egstad  is  well  liked  in  the  community.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Odd  Fellows.  Since  attaining  years  of  manhood  he  had  visited  his  boy¬ 
hood  home  in  Norway,  where  he  found  many  friends  and  relatives.  He  married 
Martha  Bronson  at  Cameron  and  has  four  fine  boys,  Neil,  Warren,  Maynard 
and  Leon. 

Peter  Egstad,  business  man  of  CamerQn,  was  born  in  Norway  on  July  16, 
1867,  son  of  Nels  and  Engeborg  Egstad.  He  was  reared  in  Norway,  and  there 
educated.  In  1883  he  was  brought  to  this  country  by  his  mother,  following  the 
father,  who  had  come  the  previous  year,  and  prepared  a  home  for  them  in 
Vernon  County,  Wisconsin.  He  attended  school  a  short  time  in  this  county  and 
for  a  number  of  years  worked  on  various  farms  in  Vernon  County.  He  came 
to  Barron  County  in  1889,  and  with  headquarters  at  Cameron,  worked  in  the 
woods  winters  and  on  farms  in  the  summer  time.  Then  he  and  his  brother, 
Mathias,  bought  80  acres  of  land,  a  half  of  which  is  in  the  village  limits  and 
a  half  in  the  township.  There  they  successfully  engaged  in  general  farming 
until  1901.  In  that  year  they  engaged  in  business  in  the  village.  Since  1914 
they  have  had  a  pool  hall,  which  is  admirably  conducted,  and  patronized  only 
by  the  best  people  of  the  village  and  surrounding  country.  A  lunch  counter  is 
also  operated,  and  a  good  business  done  in  soft  drinks,  tobacco  and  candy.  Mr. 
Egstad  is  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  of  Cameron  and  the  Encampment  at 
Rice  Lake.  Mr.  Egstad  was  married  in  Cameron,  Jan.  26,  1906,  to  Olena  Myer, 
daughter  of  John  and  Karan  Myer,  natives  of  Norway,  and  early  settlers  of 
Barron  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Egstad  have  nine  children:  Irene,  Nora,  Leona, 
Palmer,  Walter,  Una,  Charles,  Orville  and  Nina. 

Emmett  A.  Ward,  retired  merchant  of  Cameron,  and  now  manager  of  the 
Pickle  Packing  Co.,  was  born  in  a  log  cabin  on  a  farm  in  Rock  County,  this 
state,  July  19,  1860,  fourth  of  the  five  children  of  Mosmon  and  Lucy  Ward,  both 
natives  of  Pennsylvania.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on  the  home 
farm,  attended  the  stone  schoolhouse  in  the  neighborhood,  and  grew  to  youth 
amid  pioneer  conditions.  In  the  late  eighties  he  moved  to  Evansville,  in  his 
native  county.  From  there,  in  1896,  he  came  to  Cameron,  Barron  County,  and 
for  three  years  engaged  in  the  livery  business.  This  was  before  the  days  of  the 
automobiles,  and  livery  barns  did  a  flourishing  business.  In  1899  he  and  his 
brother,  J.  M.,  opened  a  hardware,  implement  and  machinery  store.  This  they 
successfully  conducted  for  twenty  years  until  1919.  Then  they  sold  out,  and 
Emmett  A.  took  his  present  position.  He  enjoys  a  high  standing  in  the  com¬ 
munity,  and  as  one  of  the  oldest  business  men  in  the  place,  has  always  enjoyed 
a  reputation  for  honorable  and  fair  dealing.  He  is  acquainted  with  practically 
all  of  the  prominent  men  in  this  part  of  the  county,  and  is  himself  counted 
among  their  number.  For  six  years  he  did  most  excellent  work  as  one  of  the 
aldermen  of  the  city.  Fraternally,  he  is  active  in  Cameron  Lodge,  No.  237, 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  has  been  one  of  its  officials.  Mr.  Ward  was  married  Nov.  4, 
1885,  in  Rock  County,  this  state,  to  Hattie  E.  Taylor,  born  in  that  county,  the 
daughter  of  Warren  and  Lucetta  Taylor,  early  settlers.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ward 
have  two  children,  Veva  and  Lucetta.  Veva,  formerly  a  school  teacher,  is 
now  Mrs.  H.  E.  Miller  of  Cameron.  Lucetta,  who  is  a  telegraph  operator  and 
music  teacher,  is  the  wife  of  R.  A.  Tobin  of  Strong,  Chippewa  County,  Wis. 
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Ole  A.  Hallerud,  a  retired  farmer  living  in  Almena  Village,  was  born  in 
Norway,  Jan.  13,  1849,  the  son  of  Henry  Johnson  and  Tora  Wilson.  He  was 
reared  on  a  farm  in  his  native  land,  attended  school,  and  grew  to  manhood 
there.  He  came  to  America  in  1873,  found  his  way  to  Chicago,  and  for  a  while 
worked  on  farms  near  that  city.  Then  he  went  to  Munsey,  Michigan.  From 
there  he  came  to  Martell  in  Pierce  County,  this  state,  and  clerked  one  summer 
for  a  store  keeper.  In  1875  he  went  to  Alpaso  in  Pierce  County,  Wis.,  and  oper¬ 
ated  a  sawmill  ten  years.  While  there  he  sent  for  his  father  and  mother  and 
two  brothers.  With  them  came  Carrie  Sorum,  who  was  born  in  Norway,  July 
15,  1854,  and  whom  he  married  Oct.  9,  1877.  In  1885  he  came  to  Barron  County 
and  located  on  80  acres  of  land  in  Turtle  Lake  Township.  About  five  acres  had 
been  cleared,  and  a  little  cabin  had  been  erected  in  which  he  and  his  family 
lived  while  putting  up  a  frame  building.  Here  they  set  to  work  to  build  up  a 
good  farm  and  establish  their  fortunes.  For  thirty-five  years  he  worked  early 
and  late,  in  prosperity  and  adversity,  developing  and  operating  this  place. 
He  became  one  of  the  solid  and  substantial  men  of  the  community  and  developed 
a  good  farm.  As  the  father  of  children,  he  is  a  believer  in  a  sensible  education, 
and  for  ten  years  he  did  good  service  on  the  school  board.  In  the  fall  of  1920 
he  sold  his  farm  and  moved  to  the  Village  of  Almena,  where  he  bought  a  pleas¬ 
ant  home  and  three  lots.  There  he  and  his  wife  are  enjoying  a  well-deserved 
rest,  after  their  many  years  of  earnest  endeavor.  They  are  well  thought  of  by 
all  who  know  them,  and  their  hospitable  home  is  always  open  to  their  friends. 
They  worship  at  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hallerud  are 
the  parents  of  four  children:  Anna,  Albert,  Hjelmar  and  William.  Anna  mar¬ 
ried  George  Lewis,  and  they  live  on  the  old  home  farm.  They  have  two  chil¬ 
dren,  Dora  Bell  and  Grace  Lillian.  Albert  married  Inga  Tuften.  They  live  in 
Almena,  and  have  two  children,  Irene  and  Ruth.  Hjelmar  died  in  1916.  Wil¬ 
liam  married  Clara  Rufusberger,  and  they  live  in  Almena. 

William  L.  Brown,  an  enterprising  and  prosperous  farmer  of  Barron  Town¬ 
ship,  who  has  achieved  success  in  spite  of  misfortune,  was  born  in  Pierce 
County,  Wis.,  April  14,  1870,  son  of  Edwin  A.  and  Lydia  A.  (Buckmaster) 
Brown.  The  father  was  born  in  Llandudno,  Wales,  Jan.  8,  1838,  and  came  to 
America  as  an  infant  in  arms.  He  was  reared  in  Columbia  County,  New  York, 
where  he  remained  until  he  had  reached  his  majority.  Then  in  1859  he  came 
west  and  settled  in  Pierce  County,  Wis.  The  railroad  took  him  only  as  far  as 
La  Crosse,  from  which  point  he  took  boat  up  the  Mississippi  River  to  Read’s 
Landing,  Minn.,  then  crossed  the  river  and  walked  twelve  miles  to  Hartland 
Township,  Pierce  County.  There  he  took  80  acres  of  wild  land,  which  he 
finally  developed.  When  he  settled  in  Hartland  Township,  his  future  wife, 
Lydia  A.  Buckmaster,  was  already  there,  having  arrived  several  years  pre¬ 
viously.  She  was  born  in  Dover,  Delaware,  daughter  of  Louis  and  Anna  Eliza¬ 
beth  (Wilkerson)  Buckmaster.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  were  married  in  1860, 
and  worked  together  to  develop  their  farm  and  rear  their  family  of  twelve  chil¬ 
dren,  who  were  as  follows:  Ella,  Agnes,  Adell,  William,  Lydia,  Low,  Edwin, 
Bernard,  Louis,  Ralph,  Elwin  and  Erwin.  William  L.  Brown  grew  up  on  his 
parents’  farm  in  Pierce  County,  acquiring  a  limited  common  school  education. 
He  remained  at  home  until  reaching  the  age  of  24,  and  then,  in  1894,  came  to 
Barron  County,  buying  120  acres  of  land  in  Barron  Township.  This  was  a  wild 
tract  without  buildings;  neither  was  it  on  any  road,  so  Mr.  Brown  had  to 
begin  at  the  beginning  and  work  up.  For  three  years  he  lived  a  bachelor’s  life 
in  a  small  house  which  he  erected.  After  a  while  he  bought  40  acres  more  land, 
which  gave  him  a  farm  of  160  acres,  which  he  cleared  and  developed.  In  1910 
he  erected  a  modern  frame  barn,  36  by  80  by  20,  with  a  gambel  roof  and  a  ten- 
foot,  full  cement  basement  with  &.  modern  steel  equipment  for  stock,  having 
room  for  34  head  of  cattle  and  horses,  with  calf  pens.  Into  this  barn  he  built 
a  stave  silo  of  100  ton  capacity,  and  was  successfully  carrying  on  diversified 
farming,  breeding  high  grade  Guernsey  cattle,  when  misfortune  overtook  him, 
his  barn  being  destroyed  by  fire  on  Jan.  13,  1920.  Of  his  head  of  30  cattle,  he 
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lost  all  but  two.  This  loss  was  serious,  as  his  cattle  was  his  principal  stock, 
though  in  earlier  years  he  had  given  considerable  attention  to  Shropshire  sheep 
and  Duroc-Jersey  swine.  He  has  reduced  the  size  of  his  farm  to  120  acres  by 
selling  40,  and  is  operating  it  energetically  on  a  profitable  basis.  He  is  a 
stockholder  in  the  Barron  creamery  and  various  other  enterprises.  Mr.  Brown 
is  a  Republican,  politically,  though  not  a  slave  to  party.  He  served  one  year 
as  assessor  of  Barron  Township,  and  was  the  first  man  to  put  the  full  land  value 
on  the  list.  He  was  also  school  officer  in  his  township  for  years,  and  executed 
the  present  plat  map  of  the  township.  Strongly  imbued  with  the  modern  spirit 
of  progress,  he  is  an  energetic  “booster”  for  his  own  community  and  the  county 
in  general — one  of  those  who  keep  things  moving.  Mr.  Brown  was  married 
Dec.  14,  1896,  to  Margaret  J.  Peterson,  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Mary  (Mickel- 
son)  Peterson,  natives  of  Norway,  in  which  country  she  was  born  Jan.  8,  1877. 
Her  father  having  died  in  Norway,  she  came  to  America  with  her  mother  in 
1883,  and  was  reared  in  Clinton  Township,  Barron  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Brown  have  been  the  parents  of  four  children,  Lawrence  Edwin,  Roy  Melvin, 
Myrtle  Lillian  and  Blanche  Evelyn.  Lawrence  Edwin,  born  May  1,  1898,  is  now 
sales  manager  at  Rice  Lake  for  the  Wisconsin  Iron  Stove  Co.,  being  also  a 
stockholder  in  the  company.  Roy  Melvin,  born  Aug.  8,  1900,  died  May  10, 
1901;  Myrtle  Lillian,  born  Aug.  30,  1902,  was  married  Oct.  19,  1918,  to  Frank 
McStay,  and  resides  in  Barron.  She  has  one  child,  Frank  William,  born  Oct. 
10,  1919.  Blanche  Evelyn,  born  May  20,  1904,  is  a  student  in  the  Barron  High 
School.  Mr.  Brown  and  his  family  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  Barron. 

Frank  A.  HUlbert,  who,  after  a  varied  and  adventurous  career,  is  now,  and 
has  been  for  some  years,  proprietor  of  a  poultry,  seeds  and  egg  business  in 
Barron,  was  born  Aug.  13,  1860,  in  Burns  Township,  La  Crosse  County,  Wis., 
son  of  Ira  and  E.  Jane  (Cram).  Hulbert.  His  parents  came  from  eastern  states, 
the  father  having  been  born  in  Ohio,  Oct.  22,  1828,  and  the  mother,  Sept.  16, 
1832,  in  Vermont,  near  Lake  Champlain.  Ira  Hulbert  came  west  to  Racine,  Wis., 
with  his  parents  in  1835,  and  resided  in  that  locality  15  years,  in  his  youth 
working  as  a  farm  hand.  In  1850,  affected  by  the  prevailing  gold  fever,  he 
went  to  California,  where  he  remained  four  years.  As  a  gold  hunter  he  was 
unsuccessful  and  after  a  while  gave  it  up  and  took  to  conducting  a  pack  train 
over  the  Sierra  Nevada  Mountains.  At  that  occupation  he  made  some  money 
and  bought  land.  In  1854  he  sold  his  interests  in  California  and  returned  to 
Wisconsin,  homesteading  160  acres  of  land  in  La  Crosse  County,  on  which  stood 
a  mill,  but  no  other  buildings.  About  the  same  time,  E.  Jane  Cram  arrived  in 
the  county,  and  in  December,  1856,  they  were  married  and  settled  on  Mr.  Hul- 
bert’s  homestead  in  Burns  Township.  Ira  Hulbert  had  a  successful  career  as 
a  farmer  and  remained  active  until  1884,  in  which  year  he  retired  from  the 
farm  and  took  up  his  residence  in  Sparta,  where  he  bought  a  good  house. 
There  he  died  Sept.  28,  1919.  His  wife,  who  survived  him,  is  still  living  in 
Sparta,  being  now  86  years  old  and  remarkably  well  preserved  mentally  and 
physically  for  one  of  her  years.  They  had  four  children:  Clara,  wife  of  David 
Hemstock,  a  retired  drayman  of  Sparta ;  Frank  A.,  of  Barron ;  Azro  I.,  deceased ; 
and  Lillie  E.,  now  Mrs.  J.  Streeton,  of  Bangor,  Wis.  Frank  A.  Hulbert  acquired 
his  education  in  the  district  school  of  his  native  locality,  and  remained  on  the 
farm  with  his  parents  until  1880.  In  the  spring  of  that  year  he  went  to  Mar¬ 
shall,  Minn.,  but  two  months  later  went  on  to  Watertown,  S.  D.,  where  he  en¬ 
gaged  in  teaming  between  that  place  and  Aberdeen,  covering  intermediate 
points,  there  being  at  that  time  no  railway  line.  In  the  winter  of  1880-81  he 
began  trapping  on  the  June  River  and  its  tributaries,  but  on  account  of  deep 
snow  and  the  impossibility  of  securing  supplies,  had  to  give  up  the  work. 
This  proved  a  memorable  experience  to  him.  He  was  associated  during  the  trip 
with  a  man  from  Michigan,  named  William  G.  Hitt,  with  whom  he  set  out  from 
Watertown  about  Christmas  time.  No  settlers  were  encountered  on  the  trip, 
except  one  family  consisting  of  a  man,  his  wife  and  their  ten-year-old  daugh- 
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ter,  who  were  living  in  a  dug-out.  With  this  family  they  sought  shelter  for  a 
couple  of  days.  They  had  started  with  two  horses,  but  now  had  only  one, 
the  other  having  strayed  away.  The  family  in  the  dug-out  being  short  of  sup¬ 
plies,  the  three  men  drew  lots  to  decide  which  of  them  should  attempt  the  diffi¬ 
cult  journey  to  Watertown  for  help  and  provisions,  and  the  lot  fell  on  the  head 
of  the  family.  But  after  the  matter  had  been  thus  apparently  settled,  Mr.  Hul- 
bert  and  his  partner  decided  that  the  other  man’s  place  was  with  his  family, 
and  accordingly  rigged  up  a  toboggan  and  started  themselves.  The  distance 
was  between  70  and  80  miles  and  the  weather  stormy.  After  three  days  and 
nights’  travel  they  reached  Watertown  nearly  exhausted  from  cold  and  exertion. 
Two  days  later,  having  secured  supplies,  they  started  on  the  return  trip,  against 
the  earnest  advice  of  the  Watertown  people,  who  thought  the  trip  impossible, 
or  too  dangerous  to  attempt,  and  even  threatened  to  put  them  in  the  lock-up  for 
their  own  good,  but  in  spite  of  this  opposition  they  got  away  and  in  three  days 
reached  the  dug-out,  their  only  rest  on  the  way  being  during  brief  stops,  during 
which  they  burrowed  in  the  deep  snow.  When  they  arrived  at  the  dug-out  they 
found  that  the  settler’s  wife  was  dead  and  the  little  daughter  sick  with  pneu¬ 
monia.  On  the  second  day  after  their  arrival  the  girl  died,  and  the  bodies  were 
wrapped  in  blankets  and  buried  in  the  deep  snow  of  a  ravine.  The  father,  wild 
with  grief,  refused  to  leave  the  locality,  but  after  three  or  four  days,  by  persua- 
tion  and  threats,  they  forced  him  to  go  with  them  to  Watertown.  Two  weeks 
later  Mr.  Hulbert’s  partner,  Mr.  Hitt,  died.  For  five  months  that  winter  Water- 
town  was  cut  off  from  communication  with  the  outside  world,  except  by  tele¬ 
graph,  as  no  trains  were  able  to  run.  Before  the  snow  had  cleared  away,  Mr. 
Hulbert  went  back  with  the  settler,  before  mentioned,  to  help  him  bury  his  wife 
and  daughter,  an  extremely  sad  task.  After  the  burial  he  left  the  man  at  the 
dug-out  and  returned  to  Watertown,  where  he  remained  until  April,  1881,  when 
he  took  a  homestead  in  Brown  County,  South  Dakota.  There  he  remained  for 
five  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  sold  out  and  came  to  La  Crosse,  Wis., 
where  he  was  married,  Dec.  8,  1886,  to  Fannie  E.,  daughter  of  William  and 
Elizabeth  Hemstock,  of  Burns  Township,  La  Crosse  County,  where  she  was 
born  Dec.  8,  1861.  Her  parents,  now  deceased,  were  farmers,  who  came  to  that 
locality  from  Canada  in  the  fifties.  Mr.  Hulbert  now  bought  his  parents’  old 
home,  where  he  and  his  wife  began  housekeeping.  There  he  resided  till  the 
spring  of  1891,  when  he  sold  out  and  bought  another  farm  nearby.  In  1899  he 
sold  this  latter  farm  and  came  to  Barron  County,  buying  the  J.  P.  Jones  farm, 
one  mile  north  of  Barron  City.  It  was  a  partly  improved  place  with  fair  build¬ 
ings,  and  he  remained  on  it  for  two  years.  In  1901  he  sold  it  and  came  to  Bar¬ 
ron,  forming  a  partnership  with  J.  E.  Bowen  for  the  buying  and  shipping  of 
stock,  which  partnership  still  exists,  though  during  its  continuance  Mr.  Hul¬ 
bert  has  also  been  active  in  other  enterprises,  operating  an  elevator  at  Barron 
for  a  while  for  the  Osceola  Grain  Company.  In  1914,  together  with  J.  E. 
Bowen,  he  purchased  the  Goheen  Block  on  Third  Street,  Barron,  and  for  two 
years  carried  on  a  flour  and  feed  business  there.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he 
changed  to  his  present  business,  handling  poultry,  seeds  and  eggs,  and  ship¬ 
ping  his  poultry  in  carload  lots.  In  this  line  he  has  built  up  a  large  and  profit¬ 
able  trade  and  taken  rank  among  the  successful  business  men  of  Barron.  He 
owns  a  good  residence  on  Second  Street.  A  Republican  in  politics,  he  has 
served  at  times  in  public  office.  He  was  treasurer  of  Burns  Township,  La 
Crosse  County  five  years,  city  assessor  of  Barron  nine  years,  and  an  alderman 
of  Barron  for  four  years.  He  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  three  children: 
Blanche  E.,  born  Jan.  11,  1888,  who  is  residing  at  home;  Amby  E.,  born  Dec. 
26,  1890,  who  was  graduated  from  the  Barron  High  School  and  is  now  the 
wife  of  Charles  E.  Lawton,  an  employe  of  the  Standard  Oil  Co.,  at  Owen, 
Wis.;  and  Lula  E.,  born  Oct.  22,  1892,  who  was  graduated  from  the  Barron 
High  School,  and  who  was  subsequently  a  teacher  in  junior  Chautauqua  work 
in  the  Lincoln  course  at  Chicago,  but  is  now  a  physical  instructor  in  that 
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city.  Mr.  Hulbert  affiliates  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which 
his  family  are  members. 

John  Howard  Prill,  M.  D.,  practicing  physician  and  surgeon,  of  Chetek, 
has  a  high  standing  in  the  county,  both  among  the  medical  men  and  among 
the  general  public.  He  is  skilled  in  his  profession,  he  has  that  temperament 
and  disposition  which  wins  for  him  the  confidence  of  those  with  whom  he 
comes  in  contact,  and  is  an  excellent  example  of  the  modern  type  of  phy¬ 
sician  and  surgeon,  young,  energetic,  cordial  and  jovial,  and  thoroughly 
abreast  of  the  latest  developments  in  medicine  and  surgery.  Added  to  this, 
he  had  the  advantages  of  considerable  experience  with  the  United  States 
troops  during  the  World  War.  He  was  born  in  Bloomer,  Wis.,  May  20,  1887, 
son  of  Dr.  John  Carleton  and  Arabella  (Van  Loon)  Prill,  who  took  him  to 
Sparta,  Wis.,  when  he  was  a  child.  He  attended  the  graded  and  high  schools 
there,  and  in  1905  entered  the  University  of  Wisconsin,  where  he  took  a  year’s 
classical  course.  In  1906  he  entered  Marquette  University,  and  was  graduated 
therefrom  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  in  1910.  Then  he  was  an  interne  at  Trin¬ 
ity  Hospital,  Milwaukee,  for  a  year,  and  subsequently  went  to  Cedar  Rapids, 
Iowa,  where  he  was  associated  with  Dr.  William  Bradley  for  a  year.  Then 
for  two  years  he  practiced  at  Merrillan,  in  this  state.  He  came  to  Chetek  in 
1914  and  opened  an  office  here.  Dr.  Prill  is  a  member  of  the  Barron  County 
Medical  Society,  the  Wisconsin  State  Medical  Society  and  the  American 
Medical  Association.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows,  the 
Mystic  Workers,  the  Modern  Woodmen  and  the  Beavers,  in  all  of  which  he  is 
medical  local  examiner.  Dr.  Prill  is  also  a  member  of  the  American  Legion 
Post,  which  he  organized  in  Chetek  in  1919,  and  is  at  present  its  Commander. 
He  also  organized  the  Headquarters  Company,  First  Battalion,  First  Infan¬ 
try  of  the  Wisconsin  National  Guard  at  Chetek  in  March,  1921.  He  also  holds 
his  commission  as  captain  in  the  United  States  Army  Medical  Reserves  Corps. 
Dr.  Prill  offered  his  services  to  the  United  States  Government  at  the  entrance 
of  this  country  into  the  World  War,  enlisting  June  3,  1917,  at  Milwaukee,  Wis. 
He  was  commissioned  first  lieutenant  in  the  medical  corps.  He  served  one  year 
and  three  months  with  the  Eighth  Division  at  Camp  Fremont,  Calif.  Then  he 
was  ordered  to  Siberia.  He  reached  that  country  but  orders  were  changed 
and  he  came  back  on  the  same  boat.  He  was  then  sent  to  Camp  Merritt,  N.  J., 
for  equipment  for  European  duty,  with  the  Eighth  Division.  Then  he  was 
sent  to  Camp  Mills,  L.  I.,  for  overseas  orders.  But  the  Armistice  intervened, 
and  he  was  sent  to  Camp  Lee,  Va.,  where  he  was  discharged  in  February,  1919. 
He  returned  to  Chetek  and  resumed  his  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery.  Dr. 
Prill  was  married  Oct.  15,  1919,  at  Eau  Claire,  Wis.,  to  Zoe  Burnsted,  who 
was  born  in  Chetek,  Jan.  18,  1901,  daughter  of  Martin  and  May  Gertrude 
(Lawson)  Burnsted. 

John  Carleton  Prill,  M.  D.,  who  practiced  dentistry  in  Chetek  for  several 
years,  w'as  born  in  Sparta,  this  state,  and  descended  from  German  ancestry. 
He  was  educated  as  a  dentist  and  a  pharmacist.  In  1880  he  settled  in  Bloomer. 
The  town  was  small,  the  country  was  still  but  little  developed,  and  Dr.  Prill  was 
the  only  one  in  his  line  there,  so  he  practiced  both  professions.  But  as  the  vil¬ 
lage  and  rural  district  grew,  the  demands  on  his  time  and  energy  were  too  great, 
so  he  devoted  more  and  more  of  his  attention  to  dentistry,  which  he  finally 
adopted  as  his  sole  profession.  In  1890  he  moved  to  Sparta  and  opened  a 
dental  office  where  he  continued  in  practice  for  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century. 
He  came  to  Chetek  and  opened  an  office  in  1914.  He  retired  in  1919  and 
moved  to  San  Diego,  Calif.,  where  he  now  lives.  Dr.  Prill  was  married  at 
Bloomer  to  Arabella  Van  Loon,  the  daughter  of  Sylvester  Van  Loon,  of  Holland 
ancestry,  who  settled  in  the  vicinity  of  Bloomer  in  the  early  days,  secured  460 
acres,  cleared  a  part  of  it,  erected  a  log  house  and  barn,  and  underwent  with 
his  family  all  the  privations  of  pioneer  life.  The  village  of  Bloomer  was  platted  * 
•on  his  farm,  and  he  sold  lots  at  a  considerable  profit.  He  was  highly  honored 
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as  the  father  of  the  village,  and  his  death  at  the  age  of  85  was  a  distinct  loss 
to  the  community.  His  wife  died  at  the  age  of  80  years. 

Jacob  J.  M.  Kohten,  who  achieved  a  high  local  reputation  as  a  farmer  in 
Clinton  Township,  and  especially  as  an  onion  grower,  but  who,  in  1913,  moved 
to  Florida,  was  born  in  Rhenish  Prussia,  Germany,  Feb.  14,  1860.  He  remained 
in  his  native  land  until  the  age  of  22  years,  then  in  1882  came  alone  to  the 
United  States  and  located  at  Ellinwood,  Kans.  In  1883  he  took  out  his  natural¬ 
ization  papers  and  in  the  same  year  went  to  Marysville,  Kans.,  in  the  vicinity 
of  which  place  he  worked  for  five  years  as  a  farm  hand.  This  was  somewhat 
rougher  work  than  that  to  which  he  had  been  accustomed,  as  in  Germany  he 
had  learned  the  trade  of  a  gardener.  For  a  few  terms  he  attended  English 
school  and  soon  acquired  a  fair  command  of  the  language,  also  increasing  his 
knowledge  by  reading  as  he  found  opportunity,  and  at  times  contributing 
articles  to  agricultural  journals,  some  of  which  received  very  favorable  men¬ 
tion.  At  last  he  was  ready  to  make  a  start  for  himself,  and  accordingly  in  1887 
with  his  brother  Frank,  homesteaded  160  acres  of  prairie  land  near  Freeport, 
Banner  County,  Neb.,  erecting  on  it  a  sod  house  as  his  first  residence.  Though 
a  very  humble  habitation,  it  was  soon  a  veritable  home,  for  to  it  he  brought  his 
bride,  Irene  Storch,  whom  he  married  at  Sidney,  Neb.,  Aug.  22,  1887.  She  was 
a  native  of  Gotha,  Saxe  Coburn,  Germany,  and  had  come  to  this  country  at 
about  the  same  time  as  himself,  though  they  met  first  in  Nebraska.  Mr.  Kohten 
at  once  set  to  work  to  develop  his  farm,  on  which  in  time  he  erected  fair 
buildings.  In  1888  at  Harrisburg,  Nebr.,  he  took  out  ^iis  final  naturalization 
papers.  After  remaining  on  the  farm  until  1897,  he  sold  it  for  $500,  receiving 
also  as  part  of  the  bargain  10  unbroken  horses,  and  started  for  Barron  County, 
Wis.  He  was  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  family,  which  then  included  six 
children,  by  two  other  families,  those  of  Mack  Mulliken  and  Frank  Heinze,  and 
two  cowboys,  who  drove  a  herd  of  30  horses,  the  whole  party  numbering  23 
people.  There  were  four  covered  wagons  in  which  all  those  rode  who  were  not 
on  horseback,  and  after  a  comparatively  uneventful  trip  of  40  days,  Barron 
County  was  reached  toward  the  end  of  September,  and  the  three  families  made 
settlement.  Here  the  Mullikens  still  remain.  In  their  family  a  child  was  born 
the  night  after  their  arrival.  About  a  week  later  Mr.  Kohten’s  seventh  child, 
Carl,  was  born,  and  ten  days  after  that  a  child  was  born  in  the  Heinze  family. 
On  his  arrival  here  Mr.  Kohten  had  two  good  horse  teams,  but  only  a  small 
amount  of  cash  in  hand.  The  land  on  which  he  decided  to  settle  was  a  tract  of 
40  acres  in  Clinton  Township,  four  acres  of  which  had  been  chopped  and  burned, 
but  was  covered  with  stumps.  For  a  residence  there  was  a  one-room  shack. 
Once  again  Mr.  Kohten  began  the  development  of  a  farm,  gradually  clearing 
the  land  and  bringing  it  into  a  tillable  condition.  Though  he  passed  through 
the  great  fire,  he  suffered  no  loss,  the  fire  burning  off  ten  acres  that  he  had 
chopped  and  brushed.  By  another  purchase  of  40  acres  he  doubled  the  area 
of  the  farm  and  erected  on  it  fair  buildings,  including  a  silo.  His  success  as 
an  onion  grower  made  him  known  here  as  the  “onion  king,”  and  he  paid  for 
his  land,  reared  and  educated  his  children,  and  from  a  financial  standpoint 
was  fairly  successful.  After  residing  on  his  farm  here  until  May,  1913,  Mr. 
Kohten  sold  out  and  moved  to  Tillman,  Fla.,  on  the  east  coast,  where  he 
bought  44  acres  of  land,  and  is  now  prosperously  engaged  in  raising  citrus 
fruits  and  garden  produce.  He  is  politically  a  Republican  and  for  some  years 
was  clerk  of  his  school  district.  He  and  his  family  are  members  of  the  Catholic 
Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kohten  have  had  nine  children,  the  first  six  of  whom 
were  born  in  Nebraska  and  the  last  three  in  Barron  County,  Wis.,  the  record 
in  brief  being  as  follows:  Regina  J.,  born  May  9,  1888,  whose  history  will  be 
more  fully  given;  Joseph  M.,  born  Aug.  22,  1889,  now  living  in  Barron;  Theresa 
M.,  born  Feb.  12,  1891,  who  is  a  trained  nurse,  a  graduate  of  St.  Luke’s  Hos¬ 
pital,  Jacksonville,  Fla.;  Julia  H.,  born  Sept.  5,  1892,  now  Mrs.  Louis  Bauer 
of  Poskin,  Barron  County,  Wis.;  Elizabeth  F.,  born  March  25,  1895,  who  is  a 
graduate  of  the  Barron  High  School  and  of  St.  Luke’s  Hospital  at  Jackson- 
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ville,  Fla.,  being  now  a  trained  nurse  in  government  service  at  Alexandria, 
La.;  Ernest  H.,  born  March  9,  1896,  now  employed  in  the  navy  yard  at  New 
Orleans,  La.;  Carl  H.,  born  Oct.  8,  1897,  who  is  a  resident  of  Ogden,  Utah; 
Anna  L.,  born  Aug.  22,  1901,  and  Irene  E.,  born  April  16,  1903,  both  of  whom 
were  graduated  from  St.  Joseph’s  Academy  at  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  and  are  now 
residing  in  that  state. 

Regina  J.  Kohten,  superintendent  of  the  Barron  County  schools,  and 
eldest  child  of  Jacob  J.  M.  and  Irene  (Storch)  Kohten,  was  born  at  Freeport, 
Banner  County,  Nebr.,  May  9,  1888,  in  the  sod  house  in  which  her  parents 
made  their  home  immediately  after  their  marriage.  At  the  age  of  seven  she 
began  attending  school,  having  to  walk  a  distance  of  three  miles.  When  nine 
she  accompanied  her  parents  and  the  other  members  of  the  family  to  Barron 
County,  Wis.,  riding  for  40  days  in  a  covered  wagon.  In  Clinton  Township 
her  education  was  continued  up  to  the  age  of  14  years  in  the  district  school, 
and  after  that  in  the  Barron  city  schools.  Having  graduated  from  the  high 
school  in  1907,  she  subsequently  taught  three  years  in  the  rural  schools  of 
the  county.  In  September,  1910,  she  sailed  for  Europe  to  visit  Belgium  and 
Germany,  and  prolonged  her  visit  until  May,  1911,  when  she  returned  home 
and  resumed  teaching.  For  several  years  she  spent  her  summer  vacation 
periods  at  the  normal  school  at  Superior,  Wis.,  except  the  summer  of  1913, 
during  which  she  attended  the  University  of  Gainesville,  Fla.,  returning  to 
Barron  in  the  fall  of  that  year.  In  the  fall  of  1914  she  became  a  regular 
student  in  the  normal  school  at  Superior,  Wis.,  where  she  remained  a  full 
year,  at  the  end  of  which  time,  in  the  fall  of  1915,  she  was  appointed  supervis¬ 
ing  teacher  of  the  Barron  County  schools.  After  further  study  in  the  Superior 
Normal  School,  during  the  summer  of  1916,  she  was  there  graduated  in  the 
teachers’  training  course,  and  continued  as  supervising  teacher  of  the  Barron 
County  schools  until  the  summer  of  1918,  which  she  spent  as  a  student  in 
the  Teachers’  College  of  Columbia  University,  New  York  City.  Her  long 
continued  and  strenuous  work  along  pedagogic  lines  was  now  beginning  to 
bear  fruit,  and  in  the  fall  of  1918  she  became  assistant  in  the  Barron  County 
Teachers’  Training  School  at  Rice  Lake.  In  April,  1919,  she  was  elected  to 
the  office  of  superintendent  of  the  Barron  County  schools,  but  continued  her 
duties  at  Rice  Lake  until  June  of  that  year,  assuming  those  of  county  super¬ 
intendent  thereafter.  In  this  latter  position,  which  she  retains  and  which 
places  over  200  teachers  under  her  control,  she  has  shown  ample  capacity,  and 
the  schools  of  the  county  are  flourishing  under  her  direction.  As  herein 
shown,  her  success  has  been  self-achieved  by  hard  and  continuous  work, 
accompanied  by  self-denial,  and  is  therefore  the  more  meritorious.  Her 
ambitions  have  been  directed  toward  a  high  sphere  of  usefulness,  which, 
having  now  entered,  she  is  not  one  to  let  her  talents  fall  into  desuetude,  but 
rather  to  exercise  them  for  still  more  effective  work  in  the  future.  Miss  Kohten 
is  a  member  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  is  widely  known  and  esteemed 
throughout  Barron  County  for  her  energy,  ability  and  personal  character. 

Lars  Grinde,  a  well  known  resident  of  De  Forest,  Dane  County,  Wis.,  was 
born  in  this  place,  the  son  of  Sjur  and  Bertha  Grinde.  He  was  reared  in  Dane 
County,  where  he  acquired  his  elementary  education,  and  he  was  an  earjy 
graduate  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin.  As  a  young  man  he  took  up  agricul¬ 
tural  work  on  his  own  responsibility  near  De  Forest.  There  he  successfully 
farmed  for  many  years,  and  there  he  reared  his  fine  family  of  children.  As  old 
age  came  on  he  retired  and  moved  to  the  village  of  De  Forest,  where  he  and 
his  wife  now  live.  He  married  Emma  Engesether,  who  was  born  in  Norway 
and  brought  to  Dane  County  as  a  child.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grinde  had  twelve  chil¬ 
dren,  of  whom  there  are  living  eight:  Sjur;  Peter;  George  A.;  Leonard; 
Gertrude,  wife  of  Jerome  Norsman,  of  Windsor,  Wisconsin;  Ida,  wife  of 
Ben  Bergum,  a  farmer  of  Hampden,  Wis.;  Mabel,  wife  of  Theodore  Erickson,  a 
farmer  near  Dane,  Wis.;  and  Eugene,  who  is  living  on  the  old  homestead. 
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George  A.  Grinde,  M.  D.,  a  skilled  practitioner  of  Cumberland,  one  of  the 
leading  professional  men  of  the  northwestern  part  of  the  county,  and  master 
physician  and  surgeon  of  the  Island  City  Hospital,  is  a  native  of  this  state 
and  descended  from  one  of  its  earliest  Scandinavian  families.  He  was  bom 
on  a  farm  near  De  Forest,  Dane  County,  Wis.,  Feb.  15,  1880,  son  of  Lars  and 
Emma  (Engesether)  Grinde.  He  received  his  early  education  in  the  schools 
of  his  native  place,  took  his  classical  studies  in  Decorah  College,  at  Decorah, 
Iowa,  and  in  1908  was  graduated  from  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons 
in  Chicago.  Then  after  the  usual  period  as  an  interne  in  the  West  Side  Hos¬ 
pital  at  Chicago,  he  came  to  Cumberland  and  started  general  practice.  His 
skill  and  personality  have  won  him  a  large  practice  in  city  and  country.  In 
1914,  seeing  the  need  of  a  local  institution  for  the  more  adequate  care  of  his 
patients,  especially  the  surgical  cases,  he  established  the  Island  City  Hospital, 
which  has  20  beds,  is  modernly  furnished  and  has  complete  X-ray  facilities 
and  other  modern  equipment  for  diagnosis  and  treatment.  A  partner  has 
been  secured  in  Dr.  S.  0.  Lund,  and  the  firm  is  known  as  Grinde  &  Lund.  Dr. 
Grinde  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order  and  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He 
was  married  at  De  Forest,  Wis.,  Nov.  20,  1904,  to  Bertha  Thoe,  daughter  of 
Haldur  and  Ingebor  Thoe.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  four  children: 
Iva,  bom  in  De  Forest  in  1904;  Herald,  born  in  Cumberland  in  1908;  Irene, 
born  in  1911,  and  Gertrude,  born  in  1918. 

Nathaniel  Stillick,  a  pioneer  of  Sauk  County,  Wis.,  was  bora  in  New  York 
State,  of  Holland  ancestry,  the  original  name  of  the  family  being  Van  Stillick. 
He  was  reared  on  the  banks  of  the  historic  Hudson  River,  and  early  started 
work  on  that  stream  at  a  time  when  the  river  traffic  was  of  utmost  importance. 
For  a  time  he  was  steamboat  pilot,  and  after  some  years  was  given  charge  of 
a  boat  as  captain,  making  his  home  in  Athens.  He  came  west  in  the  early 
fifties  and  located  in  Sauk  County,  this  state,  where  he  farmed  for  the  remain¬ 
der  of  his  life,  dying  in  1890.  By  his  first  wife,  Sarah  Saulsbury,  he  had  four 
children :  William  Penn,  a  child  who  died  in  infancy,  Lavina  and  Lillias.  Wil¬ 
liam  Penn  Stillick  was  the  first  man  to  enlist  in  the  Civil  War  from  the  town 
of  Winfield,  Sauk  County.  He  served  in  the  Fourth  Wisconsin,  and  was  killed 
at  Port  Hudson,  La.  Lavina  married  Jeremiah  Cottington,  and  died  at  Dallas, 
this  county,  in  1910.  Lillias  married  Eleazer  Millard,  now  deceased.  By  his 
second  wife,  Mary  Raymond,  Mr.  Stillick  had  eight  children,  of  whom  there 
are  now  living  four:  Grace,  Mabel,  Ralph  and  Fem.  Grace  married  Theodore 
Nelson,  of  Sand  Creek,  Dunn  County,  this  state;  Mabel  is  the  wife  of  Charles 
Clark,  of  McCabe,  Mont.;  Ralph  is  in  Richburg,  Sauk  County,  Wis.,  and  Fern 
is  at  Beloit,  Wis. 

Eleazer  Millard,  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War  and  pioneer  of  Barron  County, 
now  deceased,  was  born  in  Plymouth,  near  Janesville,  Rock  County,  Wis.,  Nov. 
4,  1845,  son  of  Chauncey  and  Rhoda  (Douglass)  Millard,  of  English  and 
Scotch  ancestry.  They  moved  to  Sauk  County,  this  state,  in  1856,  and  to 
Barron  County  in  1872,  the  father  dying  at  the  age  of  75  and  the  mother  at 
the  age  of  72  years.  Eleazer  moved  to  Sauk  County  with  the  family  as  a  boy 
and  there  completed  his  schooling.  In  1861,  at  the  age  of  16,  he  enlisted  in  the 
Nineteenth  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  served  through  the  Civil  War. 
He  was  in  the  Wilderness  campaign,  participated  with  his  regiment  in  the 
taking  of  Richmond,  and  was  present  at  the  surrender  of  Lee  at  Appomattox. 
After  the  conflict  he  resumed  farming  first  for  his  father  and  then  for  others. 
For  a  time  he  also  worked  in  the  woods.  He  came  to  Barron  County  in  1871 
and  secured  160  acres  of  wild  land  in  Dallas  Township.  He  broke  the  land, 
erected  buildings,  constructed  fences,  acquired  equipment  and  stock,  and 
successfully  carried  on  general  farming  for  many  years.  In  the  spring  of  1900 
he  sold  out  and  acquired  a  home  with  a  few  acres  of  land  in  the  west  part 
of  the  city  of  Chetek.  He  had  always  been  a  hard  worker,  and  disliking  to 
be  entirely  idle  he  raised  sufficient  food  for  the  family  and  kept  a  horse  and 
cow.  Later  failing  health  handicapped  his  efforts.  He  served  as  a  member 
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of  the  county  board  several  terms  and  for  a  time  was  an  alderman  in  the 
city.  His  holdings  included  stock  in  the  Farmers  Cooperative  Store.  Fra¬ 
ternally,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order  and  the  G.  A.  R.  He  died 
June  23,  1918,  and  his  death  was  sincerely  mourned.  Mr.  Millard  was  married 
Nov.  10,  1868,  in  Sauk  County,  Wis.,  to  Lillias  Stillick,  who  was  born  at 
Athens,  Greene  County,  N.  Y.,  July  10,  1849,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  and  Sarah 
(Saulsbury)  Stillick.  They  have  had  five  children:  Mayne,  Guy,  Ethel,  Fay 
and  Hazel.  Mayne  was  born  July  8,  1871,  and  died  at  the  age  of  seven  years. 
Guy  was  born  July  20,  1873,  and  died  at  the  age  of  five  years.  Ethel  was  born 
April  14,  1876,  and  died  at  the  age  of  three  years.  All  three  died  within  a 
few  days  of  each  other  of  diphtheria.  Fay,  born  Feb.  5,  1881,  died  of  the  same 
disease  at  the  age  of  four  years.  Hazel,  born  Dec.  11,  1892,  was  graduated 
from  the  Chetek  High  School  in  the  class  of  1909.  She  then  entered  the  Wis¬ 
consin  State  Normal  School  at  Superior,  from  which  she  graduated  in  the 
class  of  1911,  after  which  she  taught  school  for  three  years.  She  then  entered 
xhe  Lawrence  College  at  Appleton,  Wis.,  where  she  was  subsequently  gradu¬ 
ated.  After  that  she  taught  English  in  the  high  school  at  Manistique,  Mich., 
for  three  years.  Since  then  she  has  been  teaching  English  in  the  high  school 
in  Chetek,  this  county.  Mrs.  Millard  is  a  member  of  the  Eastern  Star  and 
of  the  Woman’s  Relief  Corps. 

Nels  Stang,  a  hard  working  and  respected  citizen  of  section  8,  Prairie 
Farm  Township,  was  born  in  Norway  Oct.  12,  1861,  the  oldest  of  the  nine  chil¬ 
dren  of  Colben  and  Patrina  Stang,  the  former  of  whom  died  in  Norway,  and  the 
latter  of  whom  is  still  living  there  at  the  age  of  82  years.  Nels  attended  school 
in  his  native  land  and  grew  to  manhood  on  the  home  farm.  In  1886  he  came 
to  America  and  located  for  two  years  at  Madelia,  Watonwan  County,  Minn. 
From  there  in  1888  he  came  to  Barron  County.  For  a  while  he  worked  in  a 
sawmill  at  Perley  and  then  went  into  the  woods  for  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  as  a 
sawer.  He  also  worked  on  the  spring  drives.  In  1893  he  located  on  his  present 
place  of  120  acres.  A  little  of  the  land  had  been  cut  over,  but  none  had  been 
broken,  and  no  buildings  had  been  erected.  At  first  he  had  little  to  work  with. 
But  he  has  persevered,  and  by  hard  work  and  unremitting  toil  he  has  built  up 
a  good  place.  He  has  a  good  set  of  buildings,  his  farm  is  well  developed,  and 
he  has  good  equipment  and  suitable  livestock.  For  many  years  he  successfully 
carried  on  general  farming,  and  won  the  confidence  and  liking  of  all  who 
know  him.  Recently  he  retired  and  rented  his  farm  to  Carl  T.  Johnson,  with 
whom  he  now  makes  his  home.  He  is  a  shareholder  in  the  Prairie  Farm  Co¬ 
operative  Creamery  and  the  Prairie  Farm  Co-operative  store,  and  also  has 
other  interests. 

Peter  A.  Moen,  a  well  known  farmer  of  section  9,  Prairie  Farm  Township, 
was  born  in  Norway  Oct.  25,  1883,  the  son  of  Anton  P.  and  Gurena  (Nelson) 
Moen,  who  brought  him  to  America  when  he  was  six  months  old  and  a  little 
later  to  this  township.  He  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  in  section  5  and 
attended  the  old  log  schoolhouse  in  the  neighborhood.  He  helped  his  parents 
with  their  work  and  as  a  young  man  spent  several  seasons  in  the  woods.  In 
1911  he  bought  his  present  place  of  eighty  acres.  A  small  frame  house,  16  by 
26  feet,  and  two  log  stables  had  been  erected,  and  a  few  acres  had  been  brushed. 
To  the  development  and  operation  of  this  farm  he  has  since  successfully 
devoted  his  attention.  He  has  put  up  a  good  set  of  buildings,  and  is  getting 
the  land  well  cleared  and  cultivated.  An  evidence  of  his  modern  spirit  is  found 
in  the  fact  that  he  has  installed  an  electric  light  and  power  plant.  He  is  well 
regarded  throughout  the  community  and  is  taking  his  part  in  the  affairs  of  the 
neighborhood.  Mr.  Moen  was  married  at  Hay  River  on  Oct.  31,  1911,  to  Anna 
Widvey,  who  was  born  in  Nebraska  on  June  28,  1887,  the  daughter  of  Reverend 
and  Elizabeth  (Svendsen)  Widvey.  Her  father  was  the  pastor  of  the  Nor¬ 
wegian  Lutheran  congregations  in  Arland  and  Prairie  Farm  townships  from 
1895  to  1910.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moen  have  four  children:  Esther,  Agnes,  Juna 
and  Milo. 
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David  Stang,  an  industrious  and  well  regarded  farmer  of  section  8,  Prairie 
Farm  Township,  where  he  has  developed  a  good  place,  was  born  in  Norway  Oct. 
20,  1866,  the  third  of  the  nine  children  of  Colben  and  Patrina  Stang.  He  was 
educated  in  his  native  land  and  reared  on  a  farm.  In  1890  he  came  to  America 
and  located  in  Prairie  Farm  Township.  There  he  did  farm  work  for  a  while 
and  in  the  winter  went  into  the  woods.  Thus  he  continued  for  several  years. 
In  1897  he  purchased  80  acres,  to  which  he  later  added  40  acres  more,  thus 
constituting  his  present  place  of  120  acres.  When  he  made  the  purchase  the 
land  was  all  covered  with  brush,  and  no  buildings  had  been  erected.  He  built 
first  a  small  shack  for  a  residence,  and  then  a  barn.  Fortunately  he  was 
able  to  get  a  horse,  and  as  his  brother,  Nels,  also  had  one  they  were  able  to 
work  together.  He  had  little  else,  except  some  small  tools,  with  which  to  work. 
But  he  had  strength  and  courage  and  as  time  passed  he  built  up  a  good  farm. 
He  replaced  the  original  home  with  a  large  frame  house  in  1904.  Later  he 
built  a  circular  barn,  56  feet  in  diameter,  which  is  one  of  the  landmarks  of 
the  neighborhood.  The  land  is  well  tilled  and  well  fenced,  and  there  he  carries 
on  general  farming  and  dairying.  His  herd  is  of  the  Guernsey  breed.  As  a 
good  citizen  who  believes  in  encouraging  every  commendable  enterprise,  he  has 
taken  stock  in  the  co-operative  creamery  and  co-operative  store  at  Prairie  Farm. 
Mr.  Stang  was  married  June  13,  1904,  to  Anna  Johnson,  who  was  born  in 
Prairie  Farm  on  July  4,  1883,  the  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Mary  Johnson,  of 
Prairie  Farm.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stang  have  five  children:  Carl,  Mary,  John,  Julius 
and  Dagney.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Peter  K.  Nelson,  who  occupies  a  high  position  among  the  influential  men 
of  Cumberland  Township,  was  born  in  Norway  Nov.  1,  1861,  the  son  of  Nels 
and  Patrinella  (Larson)  Konekson,  who  spent  all  their  years  in  the  old  country. 
He  attended  school  in  his  neighborhood  and  as  a  young  man  worked  at  such 
work  as  he  could  find  to  do.  In  1882  he  came  to  America*  landed  in  New 
York,  and  found  his  way  directly  to  Baldwin,  St.  Croix  County,  this  state.  The 
next  year,  in  1883,  he  secured  work  in  the  sawmills  at  Cumberland.  In  1884 
he  bought  40  acres  in  section  11,  Cumberland  Township,  later  he  added  80,  and 
still  later  10  more,  all  in  the  same  section  making  130  acres  in  all.  The  tract 
was  entirely  wild  when  he  purchased  it.  He  has  cleared,  broken  and  tilled 
about  100  acres  of  the  tract,  and  has  put  up  a  fine  set  of  buildings,  most  of 
the  carpenter  work  of  which  he  did  himself.  When  he  first  came  here  he  was 
filled  with  enthusiasm  as  to  the  opportunities  to  be  found  in  the  township, 
and  accordingly  he  did  all  he  could  to  induce  others  to  locate  here  and  to  help 
them  get  started.  He  supported  every  move  that  meant  progress  and  develop¬ 
ment,  and  was  especially  active  in  the  making  of  good  roads.  As  the  years 
have  passed  he  has  built  up  a  good  place,  and  has  met  with  a  deserved  degree 
of  success.  He  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying  and  has  a  good  herd 
of  Guernseys  headed  by  a  full  blooded  sire.  His  holdings  include  stock  in  the 
Star  Cheese  Co.,  the  McKinley  Telephone  Co.  and  in  the  Cumberland  Farmers' 
Power  &  Light  Co.  As  a  parent,  he  has  taken  an  interest  in  the  educational 
affairs  of  the  community,  and  has  served  for  some  years  as  a  member  of  his 
school  board.  His  interests  have  been  especially  centered  in  the  affairs  of  the 
Norwegian  Lutheran  Church,  located  in  section  10,  and  he  has  been  one  of  its 
trustees  for  the  past  quarter  of  a  centruy.  He  is  a  useful  citizen  in  every 
respect  and  is  well  regarded  by  all.  Mr.  Nelson  was  married  May  9,  1888,  at 
Cumberland,  to  Minnie  Olson,  who  was  born  Aug.  20,  1867,  in  Norway,  the 
daughter  of  Arnie  and  Inga  (Severson)  Olson,  both  of  whom  are  now  dead. 
This  union  has  been  blessed  with  the  following  children.  Arthur  N.  was  born 
Feb.  22,  1889,  and  farms  in  Stanfold  Township.  Inga  P.  was  born  March  16, 
1890,  and  is  now  in  Minneapolis.  John  A.  was  born  June  21,  1891,  and  is  in 
Cumberland.  C.  Julius  is  a  carpenter.  He  was  born  Dec.  24,  1892.  O.  Leonard 
was  born  Nov.  1,  1894;  Bennie  was  born  April  13,  1896;  Clara  M.  was  born 
Sept.  28,  1897,  and  is  the  wife  of  Theodore  Ingman,  of  Minneapolis;  Oscar  W. 
was  born  April  7,  1903,  and  died  Jan.  27,  1905;  Herold  was  born  Sept.  25,  1904; 
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Oscar  W.  was  born  Oct.  2,  1906;  and  Selma  C.  was  born  Dec.  25,  1908,  and  died 
Jan.  4,  1909.  Arthur  N.  was  inducted  into  the  U.  S.  service  Aug.  5,  1918,  went 
to  Camp  Greenleaf,  Georgia.  He  followed  carpenter  work  and  was  discharged 
Jan.  22,  1919.  C.  Julius  was  inducted  into  the  U.  S.  service  July  8,  1918,  and 
went  to  Columbus  Barracks,  thence  to  Camp  Hancock,  Georgia,  where  he 
trained.  He  then  went  to  Camp  Sherman  in  Ohio  and  remained  there  until  his 
discharge  from  the  service  Dec.  10,  1918. 

Anton  P.  Moen,  a  highly  regarded  citizen  of  section  5,  Prairie  Farm  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  Norway  Sept.  20,  1859,  the  son  of  Peter  P.  and  Anna  Maria 
Evensplads,  who  spent  the  span  of  their  years  in  Norway,  where  they  were 
substantial  and  respected  people.  Of  their  four  children,  those  who  came 
to  America  were:  Anton  P.;  Mary,  wife  of  Ole  Tozen,  of  Hudson,  Wis.;  Carrie, 
wife  of  Martin  Christenson,  of  Wilson,  Wis.;  and  Peter,  a  farmer  of  Arland 
Township,  this  county.  Anton  P.  was  reared  and  educated  in  Norway,  did 
farm  work  as  a  young  man,  and  was  there  married.  In  1884  he  left  Norway, 
with  his  wife  and  one  child,  Peter  A.,  and  after  landing  found  his  way  to 
Menomonie,  Dunn  County,  this  state.  From  there  he  came  to  Barron  County, 
and  joined  his  brother,  Peder,  in  Prairie  Farm  Township.  With  headquarters 
there,  he  worked  on  farms  summers,  in  the  woods  winters  and  on  drives  in  the 
spring.  In  1887  he  bought  69  acres  of  heavily  wooded  land  in  section  5,  Prairie 
Farm  Township.  He  built  a  log  cabin,  16  by  24  feet,  and  started  farming.  At 
first  he  had  but  little  to  do  with.  Nearly  all  the  furniture  in  the  house  was 
manufactured  by  his  own  hands.  It  was  not  until  the  second  year  on  the  place 
that  he  managed  to  get  a  cow,  and  not  until  the  fifth  year  that  he  obtained  a 
pair  of  oxen.  His  wife  is  an  excellent  housekeeper  and  made  butter  which 
found  a  good  market,  so  often  he  walked  to  Barron  and  Turtle  Lake,  carrying 
the  butter  and  bringing  back  groceries  which  he  received  in  exchange.  As 
time  passed  he  developed  a  good  farm.  He  added  to  his  holdings  until  he  has 
170  acres,  much  of  which  he  cleared  and  broke,  and  a  part  of  which  he  fenced. 
He  replaced  the  log  buildings  with  a  good  set  of  frame  structures,  including 
a  pleasant  home  and  a  barn,  34  by  72  feet.  He  successfully  carries  on  general 
farming  and  dairying,  and  has  a  good  herd  of  Durham  cattle.  His  holdings 
include  creamery  and  store  stock.  In  public  life  he  has  been  a  member  of  the 
school  board  for  several  years.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian 
Lutheran  congregation  at  Arland  in  which  he  has  held  several  offices.  Mr. 
Moen  was  married  in  Norway  June  22,  1882,  to  Gurena  Nelson,  who  was  born 
in  that  country  Dec.  24,  1861.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  eleven  chil¬ 
dren:  Peter  A.  and  John  N.,  farmers  of  Prairie  Farm  Township;  Mary,  the 
wife  of  Magnus  Microne,  of  Arland  Township;  Ellen,  wife  of  Charles  Hoag,  of 
Minneapolis;  Albert,  who  is  at  home;  Elwin,  who  is  farming  in  Prairie  Farm 
Township;  Bennie,  who  is  a  carpenter  in  Prairie  Farm  Township;  Otto,  Nina*, 
Oscar  and  Paul  at  home. 

Adam  Froetschl,  successful  farmer  of  section  32,  Clinton  Township,  who 
has  worked  at  his  trade  as  a  mason  on  several  of  the  best  buildings  in  Barron, 
was  born  in  Austria,  April  7,  1865,  the  son  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  Froetschl, 
who  were  born  in  that  country  and  in  1883  came  to  America  and  located  at  St. 
Paul,  Minn.,  where  the  father  worked  at  his  trade  as  a  mason  until  his  death 
Nov.  2,  1893,  and  where  the  mother  continued  to  live  until  her  death  in  Jan.  20, 
1897.  Adam  attended  school  in  Austria,  and  as  a  youth  was  employed  in 
polishing  glass  in  a  mirror  factory.  In  1883  he  came  to  America  and  located 
at  St.  Paul,  where  he  learned  the  mason  trade.  After  his  father  came  over 
he  worked  with  him  at  this  trade.  In  1899  he  went  to  Butte,  Mont.  With  the 
money  he  earned  there  he  returned  to  St.  Paul,  and  soon  after  came  to  Barron 
County,  in  1900,  and  purchased  40  acres  in  section  32,  Clinton  Township. 
This  was  all  rough  land,  covered  with  stumps,  windfalls  and  logs.  He  built  a 
small  frame  house,  16  by  26  feet,  in  which  he  lived  while  he  was  getting  the 
place  cleared  up.  By  later  purchases  he  has  increased  the  tract  until  he  now 
has  120  acres,  which  he  has  developed  and  improved  into  a  well-tilled  and 
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productive  farm.  In  1909  he  put  up  an  eight  room,  modern  brick  home,  sightly 
and  comfortable,  set  in  a  nice  lawn;  a  barn,  60  by  44,  with  excellent  equipment; 
a  granary,  14  by  20  feet;  a  silo,  machine  shed  and  other  buildings.  His  supply 
of  tools,  implements  and  machinery  is  adequate  in  every  respect.  Here  he 
carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  and  has  a  good  herd  of  graded 
Holsteins,  which  he  is  gradually  working  into  full  blooded  stock.  In  the  mean¬ 
time  he  has  worked  more  or  less  at  his  trade,  especially  at  Barron,  and  there 
helped  to  build  the  Barron  County  Court  House,  the  Barron  High  School 
Building,  the  Bank  of  Barron,  the  Barron  Creamery  Co.  plant,  and  the  Pa¬ 
vilion,  as  well  as  other  lesser  buildings.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Barron 
Creamery  Co.  of  Barron;  the  Almena  Telephone  Co.,  of  Almena;  the  Farmers 
Produce  Co.,  of  Almena;  and  the  Farmers  Co-operative  Store  at  Paskin,  and 
is  one  of  the  active  members  of  the  Farmers’  Shipping  Association  of  Almena. 
Fraternally  he  is  a  Forester,  belonging  to  Almena  Court,  No.  1609.  Mr. 
Froetschl  was  married  at  St.  Paul,  Feb.  3,  1892,  to  Clara  Raxeisen,  who  was 
born  in  Australia  on  Mar.  14,  1871,  the  daughter  of  Matthew  and  Josephine 
Raxeisen,  natives  of  Austria,  who  in  1870  came  to  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  where  they 
spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  In  the  Raxeisen  family  there  were  four 
children.  Clara  is  the  wife  of  Adam  Froetschl.  Mary,  the  widow  of  George 
Froetschl,  lives  at  St.  Paul.  Anna  is  the  wife  of  M.  John  Dusel,  of  St.  Paul. 
Frank  lives  in  St.  Paul.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Froetschl  have  eight  children:  George, 
Marie,  Adolph,  Rose,  Joseph,  Anna,  Frank  and  Mary  (deceased).  George  was 
inducted  into  the  United  States  service  Aug.  6,  1918,  and  was  sent  to  Camp 
Shelby,  Miss.,  where  he  trained,  and  after  a  while  was  assigned  to  Co.  D,  56th 
Brigade,  38th  Division.  He  sailed  from  Montreal,  Canada,  and  after  arriving 
in  France  was  transferred  to  the  27th  Division.  He  returned  to  the  United 
States  March  6,  1919,  and  was  discharged  April  6,  1919,  from  Camp  Grant, 
Rockford,  Ill.  Adolph  was  inducted  into  the  United  States  service  Oct.  23, 
1918,  and  was  sent  to  Camp  Shelby,  Wis.,  where  he  trained  for  overseas  service 
with  a  replacement  unit.  He  was  discharged  at  Camp  Grant  Dec.  28,  1919. 

Eric  John  Carlson,  a  progressive  farmer  of  section  17,  Clinton  Township, 
was  born  in  Sweden  April  7,  1872,  the  son  of  Erick  and  Lottie  Carlson,  farming 
people  of  that  country,  the  former  of  whom  still  lives  there,  and  the  latter 
of  whom  is  jdead.  Of  the  family  of  seven  children,  all  are  living,  and  three, 
Eric  J.,  Adolph  and  Johannah,  came  to  the  United  States.  Eric  J.  attended 
school  in  his  native  land  and  was  reared  to  farm  pursuits  by  his  father.  In 
1893,  when  he  was  of  age,  he  came  to  the  United  States.  After  a  short  time 
in  Michigan  he  continued  his  trip  to  Barron  County,  where  he  found  work  in 
the  lumber  industry,  laboring  as  a  logger,  scaler  and  sawmill  man.  In  1899 
he  bought  80  acres  in  section  17.  All  this  was  wild  land  when  he  purchased 
It,  and  he  has  developed  it  into  a  model  farm.  The  residence  is  a  pleasant 
house  of  eight  rooms,  with  such  modern  conveniences  as  running  hot  and  cold 
water,  hot  water  heat,  electric  light  and  bath.  The  barn  is  32  by  72,  with  a 
half  basement.  The  barn  is  also  equipped  with  electric  lights  and  running 
water.  In  addition  to  the  house  and  barn  there  is  full  complement  of  other 
buildings,  including  the  granary,  tool  house  and  machine  shed.  The  equip¬ 
ment  is  of  the  best  and  includes  a  high-power  tractor.  To  the  original  tract 
of  land  Mr.  Carlson  has  added  another  120  acres.  This  tract  also  contains  a 
good  set  of  buildings,  including  a  model  barn,  40  by  26  feet,  with  a  lean-to, 
40  by  14  feet.  On  his  fine  stretch  of  200  acres  Mr.  Carlson  successfully  carries 
on  general  farming  and  dairying.  He  has  a  good  herd  of  graded  Holsteins, 
and  sells  cream  to  the  Barron  Creamery  Co.  He  takes  his  part  in  all  the  affairs 
of  the  community  and  is  a  useful  and  active  citizen,  well  thought  of  by  all 
who  know  him.  He  follows  modern  methods  and  his  efforts  in  life  have 
resulted  in  a  good  degree  of  success.  As  the  father  of  a  fine  family  he  is 
interested  in  education  and  has  done  excellent  work  as  a  member  of  the  school 
board.  Mr.  Carlson  was  married  at  Barron  to  Hulda  Orn,  who  was  born  in 
Sweden  on  Nov.  3,  1874,  the  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Anna  Orn,  natives  of 
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Sweden,  and  early  settlers  of  Barron  County,  both  now  deceased.  In  the 
family  there  were  five  children:  Anna,  who  lives  in  Sweden;  Axel,  Julius; 
Selma,  wife  of  Frank  Osten,  of  Minneapolis;  and  Hulda.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carlson 
have  seven  children:  Helmer,  born  July  27,  1900;  Waldo,  June  9,  1902;  Ethel, 
July  14,  1904;  Esther,  Oct.  29,  1906;  Edna,  Dec.  15,  1908;  Selma,  June  3,  1910; 
and  Gladys,  Aug.  23,  1914;  all  living  at  home.  The  older  ones  help  with  the 
farm  work,  and  the  younger  ones  are  doing  well  with  their  studies  in  the  public 
schools.  The  family  attends  the  Lutheran  Church  at  Clinton. 

Peter  Jacobson,  a  hard-working  farmer  of  section  16,  was  born  in  Sweden 
July  11,  1861,  the  son  of  John  and  Anna  Jacobson,  who  spent  the  span  of  their 
years  in  that  country.  In  the  family  there  were  seven  children :  Peter,  Charles 
(deceased)  August,  of  Hastings,  Minn.;  Louisa,  widow  of  John  Lestrom,  and 
now  living  in  Minneapolis;  and  Lettie,  Julius  and  Mary,  of  Sweden.  Peter 
attended  school  in  his  native  land,  and  was  there  reared.  As  a  young  man 
he  was  variously  employed.  He  came  to  America  in  1882  and  located  at 
Hastings,  Dakota  County,  Minnesota,  on  a  farm.  A  year  later  he  went  to 
Minneapolis,  Minn.,  where  he  was  employed  for  a  time  as  a  teamster.  In  1900 
he  came  to  Barron  County  and  settled  in  section  16,  Clinton  Township,  on 
80  acres  situated  on  the  shore  of  Paskin  Lake,  which  he  had  previously  pur¬ 
chased.  The  land  was  then  covered  with  small  timber.  In  the  twenty-one 
years  that  has  since  parsed  he  has  built  up  a  good  place.  He  has  a  pleasant, 
seven-room  frame  >10086,  a  barn  26  by  39  feet,  with  a  lean-to  18  by  39  feet,  and 
full  basement,  furnished  with  Louden  equipment,  and  also  other  buildings. 
His  farm  is  well  tilled  and  well  equipped.  Here  he  successfully  carries  on 
general  farming  and  dairying.  He  has  a  good  little  herd  and  sells  cream  to 
the  Barron  Creamery  Co.  Mr.  Jacobson  was  married  at  Hastings  on  May  2, 
1881,  to  Jennie  Carlson,  who  was  born  in  Sweden  on  Sept.  25,  1862,  the  daughter 
of  Carl  Mangnuson  and  his  good  wife,  both  natiyes  of  Sweden,  who  came  to 
this  country  and  farmed  in  Goodhue  County,  Minn.  In  the  family  there  are 
two  other  children:  Emma  and  Emil.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jacobson  have  a  sturdy 
son,  Rudolph,  a  popular  young  man  of  the  community,  who  helps  his  parents 
on  the  home  farm.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church. 
He  was  married  June  15,  1920,  at  Poskin,  to  Ruth  Fornell,  the  daughter  of 
Gustav  and  Amanda  (Peterson)  Fornell.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the 
Swedish  Lutheran  Church. 

Albert  H.  Miller,  an  energetic  farmer  of  section  31,  Clinton  Township, 
was  born  in  Faribault  County,  Minnesota,  Jan.  26,  1892,  the  son  of  August 
and  Emelia  Miller,  natives  of  Germany,  who  came  to  Canada  in  the  sixties, 
came  to  the  States  in  1879,  purchased  440  acres  of  land  in  Faribault  County, 
Minn.,  where  he  farmed  for  a  number  of  years,  and  then  came  to  Clinton 
Township,  where  he  also  farmed.  About  fifteen  years  ago  he  retired  and  with 
the  exception  of  one  year  spent  in  Cumberland,  he  and  his  wife  have  since 
made  their  home  with  their  daughter,  Mrs.  Adolph  Rolf,  in  Clinton  Township. 
Albert  H.  was  reared  in  his  native  county,  attended  school  there,  and  worked 
with  his  father  until  1915.  Then  he  purchased  80  acres  in  section  31,  Clinton 
Township.  The  place  was  then  partly  improved  and  a  house  and  barn  had 
been  started.  He  completed  these  two  buildings,  put  up  a  garage,  silo,  hen 
house  and  other  structures,  and  has  made  general  improvements  in  the  way 
of  fences  and  new  equipmnt.  Here  he  successfully  carries  on  general  farming 
and  dairying,  and  has  a  herd  of  graded  Guernsey  cattle.  The  cream  is  sold 
to  the  Almena  Creamery  Co.  Mr.  Miller  was  married  at  Almena  on  April 
21,  1915,  to  Clara  M.  Lueck,  who  was  born  at  Kousouth  County,  Iowa,  March  2, 
1897,  the  daughter  of  Julius  and  Margaret  Lueck.  This  union  has  been  blessed 
with  three  bright  boys,  Roy,  Earl  and  Clarence.  The  family  attends  the  Ger¬ 
man  Lutheran  Church  at  Almena. 

Julius  Lueck,  at  one  time  an  extensive  land  owner  in  Clinton  Township, 
was  born  in  Germany  and  was  brought  to  Grant  County,  this  state,  when  he 
was  but  four  years  of  age.  For  some  years  he  farmed  in  Kousouth  County, 
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Iowa,  and  for  some  years  in  Faribault  County,  Minn.  He  came  to  Barron 
County  in  1901  and  purchased  440  acres  of  wild  land  in  Clinton  Township.  He 
built  a  log  cabin  and  started  clearing  up  the  land.  A  little  later  he  built 
frame  buildings,  and  developed  a  part  of  the  land.  He  died  just  as  he  was 
getting  a  good  start  here,  Nov.  8,  1903,  and  his  widow  now  lives  in  Almena 
Village.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lueck  were  the  parents  of  eight  children:  John, 
Henry,  Leonard,  George,  Ida,  Emma,  Bertha  and  Clara.  Ida  M.  is  the  wife 
of  August  D.  Miller,  of  Clinton.  Emma  is  the  wife  of  William  Schneider,  of 
Waldo,  Wis.  Bertha  M.  is  the  wife  of  Gust  Balko,  of  Almena  Township. 
Clara  M.  is  the  wife  of  Albert  H.  Miller,  of  Clinton  Township. 

John  Alfred  Nelson,  Sr.,  a  worthy  and  God-fearing  pioneer  of  section  10, 
Prairie  Farm  Township,  now  deceased,  was  born  in  Sweden  Aug.  15,  1837. 
He  was  reared  and  educated  there,  and  married  Emma  Christina  Ward,  who 
was  born  in  that  country  Dec.  14,  1840.  They  came  to  America  in  the  summer 
of  1866  and  after  a  long  and  tiresome  voyage  aboard  a  sailing  ship,  landed 
in  New  York.  From  there  they  found  their  way  to  Red  Wing  on  the  Mississippi 
River,  in  Goodhue  County,  Minn.,  where  they  remained  about  a  year.  In  1867 
they  moved  to  Menomonie,  where  he  entered  the  employ  of  Knapp,  Stout  & 
Co.  A  year  later  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  located  on  a  homestead  of 
160  acres  in  section  10,  Prairie  Farm  Township,  moving  his  family  into  a  small 
log  cabin  which  he  built.  The  land  was  then  covered*  with  heavy  timber  and 
no  roads  led  to  it.  Life  in  the  wilds  had  but  few  comforts.  The  furniture  for 
the  little  home  was  made  from  trees  and  poles  cut  on  the  place.  Tools  were 
few.  It  was  some  time  before  the  farm  was  sufficiently  cleared  to  raise  enough 
crops  to  support  the  family,  so  for  several  years  Mr.  Nelson  spent  his  winters 
in  the  woods,  leaving  his  wife  alone  in  the  cabin  among  the  trees.  She  passed 
the  lonely  hours  looking  after  her  household  duties,  attending  to  the  chores, 
and  spinning  yarn  and  knitting  socks  and  mittens.  Mr.  Nelson  would  some¬ 
times  walk  as  far  as  Menomonie  for  supplies,  bringing  home  his  purchases  on 
his  back.  His  family  well  remembers  one  time  when  he  came  home  with  a 
spinning  wheel  on  one  shoulder  and  a  heavy  load  of  groceries  on  the  other. 
As  the  family  grew  Mr.  Nelson  put  up  a  second  log  cabin.  Still  later,  as  the 
county  was  developed  and  roads  put  through,  he  built  a  good  frame  house 
across  the  road  from  his  original  site.  He  erected  other  good  buildings,  added 
forty  acres  of  land  and  in  time  had  a  good  place  on  which  he  successfully 
carried  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  Mr.  Nelson  died  Sept.  30,  1916.  He 
was  a  man  of  many  engaging  qualities.  Of  genial  temperament,  with  a  good 
word  for  all,  he  was  a  man  of  broad  mind,  and  not  only  was  a  loyal  contributor 
to  his  own  church  but  also  helped  other  churches.  He  had  a  most  abiding  faith, 
and  in  times  of  stress  and  trouble  he  prayed  for  help,  and  as  a  result  was 
comforted  and  sustained.  His  memory  will  long  be  cherished  as  a  wholesome 
influence  in  the  community.  His  wife  died  Oct.  16,  1904.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nelson 
were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  one  born  in  Menomonie  and  seven  in  Prairie 
Farm  Township.  Andrew  was  born  July  23,  1867.  Emma  was  born  Dec.  9, 
1871,  and  died  May  14,  1921.  Tilda  was  born  April  1,  1873.  Louisa  was  born 
June  26,  1875,  and  died  in  infancy.  Sophia  was  born  July  13,  1877.  John  A. 
was  born  Sept.  22,  1880.  Joseph  was  born  April  9,  1883,  and  died  Jan.  14, 
1908.  Louise  was  born  April  22,  1885,  and  is  the  wife  of  Ralph  Kipp,  of 
Dallas  Township. 

John  A.  Nelson,  Jr.,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  section  10,  Prairie  Farm 
Township,  widely  known  as  a  lover  of  out-of-door  sport,  was  born  in  a  log 
cabin  on  the  place  where  he  still  lives,  Sept.  22,  1880,  the  son  of  John  Alfred 
Nelson,  Sr.,  and  Emma  Christina  Ward.  He  was  reared  on  the  home  place, 
attended  the  log  schoolhouse  in  the  neighborhood,  and  learned  farming  from 
his  father.  He  now  owns  the  home  place  and  successfully  carries  on  general 
farming  and  stock  raising.  The  home  and  other  buildings  are  in  good  repair, 
the  farm  is  well  kept,  and  everything  about  it  bespeaks  the  good  judgment  and 
hard  work  of  the  owner.  Mr.  Nelson  has  been  interested  in  outdoor  life  since 
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early  boyhood.  Even  as  a  youngster  he  was  known  as  a  good  shot,  and  in 
the  lumber  woods  where  he  worked  for  several  winters  as  a  young  man,  he  had 
quite  a  reputation  for  his  athletic  ability.  He  still  enjoys  hunting  and  fishing, 
and  has  a  fine  collection  of  guns.  Included  in  the  collection  is  his  father’s  old 
muzzle  loading  rifle,  which  he  will  hand  down  to  his  own  sons  as  a  keepsake. 
Mr.  Nelson  was  married  on  April  2,  1914,  at  Prairie  Farm,  to  Myrtle  Seeger, 
who  was  born  in  Prairie  Farm  Township,  this  county.  Sept.  28,  1894,  the 
daughter  of  John  C.  and  Catherine  Seeger.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nelson  have  a  fine 
family  of  four  children;  Joseph  Elden,  Kenneth  John,  Clinton  Merton  and 
Vivian  Violet,  all  at  home. 

Thom  Miller,  a  hard  working  and  respected  citizen  of  section  3,  Clinton 
Township,  was  born  in  Norway  June  19,  1866,  the  son  of  Thoral  0.  and  Emma 
Thoralson,  the  former  of  whom,  a  prominent  merchant  and  banker,  is  still 
living  in  Norway.  Thom  was  reared  in  his  native  land,  attended  school,  and 
as  a  young  man  was  employed  by  his  father  teaming  and  farming.  For  some 
years  he  also  worked  in  the  nickel  refineries.  He  was  twenty-five  years  of 
age,  when  in  1891  he  came  to  the  United  States.  With  headquarters  at  Min¬ 
neapolis,  Minn.,  he  worked  in  the  woods  on  farms  and  as  a  stone  mason.  In 
1894  he  came  to  Barron  County.  Here  he  worked  for  Halvor  Larson,  cutting 
cord  wood  at  eighty  cents  a  cord.  He  also  did  farm  work.  In  1898  he  pur¬ 
chased  80  acres  of  land  in  Clinton  Township,  to  which  he  later  added  40  acres 
more.  In  1919  he  sold  the  eighty  acres  and  began  to  rebuild  on  the  40  acres. 
When  he  first  took  the  land  it  was  wild  and  heavily  timbered.  In  clearing  it 
he  sold  7,500  feet  of  logs  to  Harry  Jacobs.  He  put  up  a  house,  a  barn  30  by  40 
feet,  and  other  buildings.  Here  he  successfully  carries  on  general  farming 
and  dairying.  Milk  from  his  herd  is  sold  to  the  Barron  creamery.  It  is 
interesting  to  note  that  in  1917  Mr.  Miller  made  a  trip  to  Norway  to  visit 
his  parents.  He  has  many  souvenirs  of  his  visit,  including  a  bread  ticket. 
Without  a  bread  card  it  was  impossible  to  get  anything  to  eat.  He  made  the 
trip  home  in  safety  in  1918  and  failed  to  encounter  a  single  submarine,  though 
the  crew  was  constantly  on  the  lookout.  Mr.  Miller  is  a  brother  of  Ole  Thor- 
aldson,  of  this  township,  his  name  being  a  modified  form  of  the  estate  name 
of  Mallon. 

Adolf  Rolf,  a  careful  and  prudent  farmer  of  section  18,  Clinton  Township, 
in  which  vicinity  he  has  lived  since  boyhood,  was  born  in  Lester  Prairie, 
McLeod  County,  Minn.,  Dec.  13,  1887,  the  son  of  Adolf  and  Bertha  Rolf,  the 
former  born  in  Ohio,  and  the  latter  near  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  and  both  of  German 
descent.  The  father  brought  the  family  to  Barron  County  in  1896  and  bought 
240  acres  of  land  in  Clinton  Township,  where  he  farmed  until  killed  while 
blasting  stumps,  Oct.  31,  1901.  The  mother  still  lives  on  the  home  place.  In 
the  family  there  were  eight  children :  Gusta,  the  wife  of  Philip  Miller  of  Sand 
Point,  Idaho;  Herman;  Adolf;  Martin;  Anna,  wife  of  Ed.  Retzlaf,  of  Turtle 
Lake,  this  county;  Herbert;  Fred,  deceased;  and  Louisa,  deceased.  Adolf 
attended  school  in  his  native  county  three  years  and  continued  his  education 
in  the  district  schools  of  Clinton  Township.  He  spent  two  years  as  a  helper 
in  a  blacksmith  shop  in  Almena,  but  aside  from  that  he  has  devoted  his  life 
to  farm  work.  Feb.  1,  1914,  he  purchased  80  acres  in  section  18,  Clinton  Town¬ 
ship.  This  land  was  partly  improved.  He  has  continued  the  improvements,  and 
now  has  about  60  acres  under  the  plow.  He  has  put  up  a  modern  stucco- 
finished  house,  furnished  with  many  improvements;  a  barn  34  by  76  feet,  with 
full  cement  basement,  furnished  with  Louden  equipment  and  running  water;  a 
silo  and  other  buildings.  Here  he  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and 
dairying  along  approved  lines.  He  was  married  at  Almena,  Feb.  14,  1913,  to 
Anna  Miller,  who  was  born  in  Elmore,  Minn.,  on  May  10,  1895,  the  daughter 
of  August  and  Amelia  Miller.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  three  chil¬ 
dren:  Randolf,  Louella  and  Viola  (deceased).  August  Miller  was  born  in 
Germany.  He  came  to  America  in  1869,  lived  in  Canada  until  1879,  and  then 
came  to  the  states  and  located  in  Faribault  County,  Minn.,  where  he  farmed 
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until  1904.  In  that  year  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  bought  160  acres  of 
land  in  Clinton  Township.  He  and  his  wife  now  make  their  home  with  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Rolf.  By  his  first  wife  he  had  seven  children,  of  whom  there  is  now 
living  one,  Augusta,  the  wife  of  Otto  Stockman,  of  Sand  Point,  Idaho.  By 
his  second  wife  he  has  twelve  children :  Christian  D.,  August  D.,  Otto,  Phillip 
H.,  John  R.,  Albert  H.;  Alvina,  wife  of  Fred  Miller  of  Forest  Lake,  Minn.; 
Ida,  wife  of  George  Boedeker  of  Almena ;  Emele,  wife  of  Herman  Rolf ;  Ottilie, 
wife  of  Herman  Curt;  and  Anna,  the  wife  of  Adolf  Rolf.  The  family  faith  is 
that  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church  at  Almena  and  Mr.  Rolf  is  active  in  the 
church  band. 

Edwin  W.  Sill,  farmer  of  section  13,  Stanley  Township,  pioneer  and  official 
of  Sumner  Township,  former  educator  and  business  man,  was  born  at  Arling¬ 
ton,  Columbia  County,  Wis.,  July  29,  1856,  the  son  of  Harvey  John  and  Miranda 
M.  (Foster)  Sill.  He  came  to  Barron  County  with  the  family,  and  for  a  time 
taught  school  in  Sumner  and  Chetek  Townships.  In  1878  he  took  a  homestead 
of  160  acres  in  section  33,  Chetek  Township.  There,  in  1879,  he  took  his 
bride.  In  1881,  when  his  father  moved  into  Barron,  he  took  up  his  home  on 
the  old  homestead  in  Sumner  Township,  which  he  operated  in  connection  with 
another  eighty.  Later  he  went  to  South  Dakota,  where  he  bought  grain  and 
dealt  in  coal.  In  1891  he  came  back,  located  once  more  on  the  old  homestead, 
and  in  1892  purchased  it.  In  1901  he  sold  out  and  bought  the  old  Butler  place, 
just  across  the  road.  In  1912  he  purchased  his  present  good  farm  of  80  acres 
in  section  13,  Stanley  Township.  He  has  a  well  developed  place  and  is  suc¬ 
cessfully  carrying  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  Coming  of  Colonial  and 
pioneer  stock,  of  the  best  English  ancestry,  and  son  of  a  man  greatly  honored 
and  respected  in  the  history  of  Barron  County,  Mr.  Sill  is  himself  one  of  the 
leading  men  of  his  community.  His  judgment  is  always  to  be  relied  upon,  his 
advice  is  sought  by  the  younger  generation,  and  his  opinions  are  heard  with 
the  deepest  interest.  In  Sumner  Township  he  held  numerous  school  and  town 
offices,  including  the  positions  of  township  chairman  and  township  clerk.  As 
chairman  of  the  township  he  not  only  did  the  town  much  good  service  in  the 
administration  of  its  affairs,  but  also  sat  with  dignity  and  efficiency  on  the 
county  board.  The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Canton  has  found  in  both 
him  and  his  wife  and  family  faithful  members,  regular  attendants  and  hard 
workers,  and  he  has  been  one  of  its  official  board  as  a  trustee  for  some  time. 
Mr.  Sill  was  married  Dec.  25,  1879,  at  Bloomer,  Chippewa  County,  this  state, 
to  Hattie  M.  Grilley,  who  was  born  in  Illinois,  July  20,  1859,  the  daughter  of 
Leander  S.  and  Sarah  (Briggs)  Grilley,  who  in  1873  homesteaded  a  tract  of 
160  acres  of  wild  land  in  section  28,  Sumner  Township,  this  county.  They 
started  with  a  yoke  of  oxen  and  two  cows,  and  so  were  somewhat  better  off 
than  most  of  their  neighbors.  They  erected  a  log  cabin  and  cleared  some  land, 
and  being  generous  and  hospitable  people,  loaned  their  oxen  to  their  neighbors 
at  times,  and  also  let  the  neighbors  have  milk  from  the  cows.  Chippewa  Falls 
was  the  nearest  market  place.  The  trip  there  with  oxen  took  three  days,  and 
sometimes  the  trip  was  made  afoot,  when  the  need  of  provisions  became 
urgent.  Bloomer,  in  Chippewa  County,  was  the  nearest  postofflce.  Anyone 
going  there  brought  back  the  mail,  and  the  months-old  letters  and  news  were 
eagerly  awaited.  As  the  years  passed  they  developed  a  good  farm.  He  was 
the  pioneer  fruit  grower  of  the  county.  He  believed  thoroughly  that  fruit 
raising  could  be  profitably  raised  here,  and  he  set  out  a  fine  apple  orchard, 
which  in  time  justified  his  faith.  He  was  also  interested  in  bee  culture,  and 
at  one  time  had  one  hundred  colonies,  constituting  the  largest  apiary  in  the 
county.  Mr.  Grilley  died  in  1875  and  his  wife  in  1900.  They  were  the  parents 
of  seven  children:  Helen,  Dighton,  Burritt,  Mary,  Fannie,  Harriet  and  Jesse, 
all  of  whom  are  living.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sill  have  six  children :  Edwin  H.,  Verne, 
Hurle,  Bessie,  Ethel  and  Lyle.  Edwin  H.  is  a  merchant  of  Bruce,  Wis.  Verne 
is  a  farmer  of  Sumner  Township.  Hurle  is  at  home.  Bessie,  a  former  school 
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teacher,  is  the  wife  of  M.  W.  Williams,  a  chemist  of  Minneapolis.  Ethel,  a 
former  school  teacher,  and  Lyle,  are  at  home. 

Gustav  Ristow,  a  modern  farmer  in  sections  30  and  31,  Stanfold  Township, 
was  born  in  Flora  Township,  Renville  County,  Minn.,  July  23,  1887,  the  son 
of  August  and  Anna  (Hummel)  Ristow.  The  parents  were  natives  of  Germany 
who  came  to  America  in  1886  and  located  in  Renville  County  on  a  farm,  where 
they  lived  until  1908.  They  then  came  to  Barron  County,  Wis.,  and  took  up 
their  residence  with  their  son  Gustav,  at  whose  home  the  mother  died  Feb. 
13,  1921.  The  father  is  still  living;  and  has  attained  the  good  old  age  of  81 
years.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  his  native  county  and  learned 
farming  from  his  father.  In  1910  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  purchased 
from  .his  father  a  good  farm  of  80  acres.  Later  he  bought  120  acres  more,  and 
has  just  recently  bought  another  tract  of  80  acres.  On  his  first  farm  here  a 
log  house  and  barn  had  been  built,  and  the  land  had  been  partly  improved.  In 
1911  Mr.  Ristow  built  a  frame  house,  barn,  milk  house,  chicken  house,  machine 
sheds  and  other  structures.  House  and  barn  have  electric  lights  and  running 
water,  and  the  barn  is  furnished  with  the  James  barn  equipment.  Mr.  Ristow 
successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying  and  has  a  good  herd  of 
cattle  headed  by  a  full  blooded  sire.  He  keeps  well  abreast  of  the  times  by 
reading  farm  bulletins  and  papers  and  attending  the  various  farmers’  meet¬ 
ings,  and  he  believes  in  following  all  the  latest  approved  methods.  He  is 
building  up  a  sightly  and  profitable  farm,  and  is  already  getting  a  good  start 
in  life.  Mr.  Ristow  was  married  at  Long  Lake,  in  Renville  County,  Minn., 
Sept.  24,  1908,  to  Amelia  Tepfer,  daughter  of  Gottlieb  and  Ottilie  Tepfer, 
natives  of  Germany  and  farmers  of  Renville  County,  the  former  of  whom 
died  July  13,  1905,  and  the  latter  of  whom  is  still  living  on  the  farm.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ristow  have  had  six  children.  Erma  was  born  Aug.  10,  1909,  and  died 
May  27,  1911.  Lawrence  was  born  Feb.  28,  1911.  Walter  was  born  Sept.  16. 
1913,  and  died  April  13,  1919.  Adeline  was  born  Jan.  17,  1915.  Edwin  was 
born  Sept.  28,  1918,  and  died  April  13,  1919.  Margaret  was  born  April  2,  1920, 
and  died  June  1,  1921.  As  a  father  of  children,  Mr.  Ristow  has  been  interested 
in  education,  and  has  done  good  service  for  six  years  as  a  member  of  the 
school  board.  As  a  property  owner,  he  is  a  believer  in  good  foads  and  has 
done  good  work  for  six  years  as  overseer.  His  business  holdings  include  stock 
in  the  Terminal  Packing  Plant  Co.,  at  St.  Paul,  and  the  Consumers’  Store,  in 
Barron.  He  and  his  family  worship  at  the  German  Lutheran  Church  in  Bar¬ 
ron,  Wis. 

George  Alfonse,  now  living  retired  at  Cumberland,  was  born  in  Pesco- 
lango,  Italy,  and  there  married  Agatha  Manella,  a  native  of  Atelata,  that 
country.  They  came  to  America  in  1882,  and  landed  in  New  York,  where,  like 
so  many  of  their  fellow  countrymen,  they  engaged  in  the  restaurant  business. 
Four  years  later,  in  1886,  they  came  to  Wisconsin  and  located  at  Spooner, 
where  he  was  employed  by  the  Omaha  Railway  as  manager  of  their  coal  yards 
there.  In  1892  they  came  to  Cumberland  and  purchased  58  acres  in  the  city 
limits.  They  erected  a  good  set  of  buildings,  cleared  a  part  of  the  land  and 
successfully  carried  on  truck  farming  for  several  years.  In  1913  they  retired 
and  deeded  the  property  to  their  children.  That  year  they  took  a  trip  back 
to  their  old  home  in  Italy,  where  they  remained  for  eight  months.  Since  then 
they  have  lived  with  their  son  Amedeo,  in  Cumberland. '  They  are  the  parents 
of  four  children,  Amedeo,  Thomas,  Christina  (Mrs.  Frank  Ranella)  and  Anna 
(Mrs.  Pasquale  Sirianni),  all  of  Cumberland.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church. 

Amedeo  Alfonse,  prominent  business  man  and  a  real  leader  in  the  Italian 
colony  of  Cumberland  and  vicinity,  was  born  in  Italy,  Aug.  2,  1876,  the  son 
of  George  and  Agatha  (Manella)  Alfonse,  who  brought  him  to  New  York  in 
1882,  to  Spooner,  Wis.,  in  1886,  and  to  Cumberland  in  1892,  in  all  of  which 
towns  he  attended  school.  In  1900,  in  order  to  see  more  of  the  country,  he 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Northern  Pacific,  as  a  timekeeper,  and  worked  in 
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various  towns  in  Montana  and  Idaho.  He  returned  to  Cumberland  in  1903 
and  fanned  for  two  years.  In  1905  he  became  manager  of  the  company  store 
of  Miller  Waterman  &  Co.,  at  Cumberland,  in  which  position  he  has  since 
remained.  He  is  a  good  business  man  and  has  the  confidence  of  the  entire 
community,  being  known  far  and  wide  for  his  fair  dealing  and  efficiency.  He 
is  vice  president  of  the  local  branch  of  the  Italian  Aid  Society  and  of  the  local 
lodge  of  the  Catholic  Knights  of  Wisconsin.  He  is  looked  up  to  as  adviser 
and  helper  of  all  his  fellow  countrymen  in  this  region.  Mr.  Alfonse  was 
married  Jan.  4,  1900,  at  Cumberland,  to  Carminella  Di  Re,  who  was  born  in 
Cantalupe,  nel  Sannio,  Italy,  daughter  of*  Nicholas  and  Victoria  Di  Re.  The 
children  of  this  union  are  Helen,  Margaret,  George,  Josephine,  Mary,  Leopold, 
Joseph,  Agatha  and  John,  all  born  in  Cumberland  city.  Helen  was  born  Dec. 
14,  1900;  Margaret,  Sept.  25,  1902;  George,  June  25,  1904;  Josephine,  March 
20,  1907;  Mary,  Aug.  14,  1911;  Leopold,  April  5,  1914;  Joseph,  June  6,  1916; 
Agatha,  April  7,  1918,  and  John,  July  23,  1920.  Helen  is  now  the  wife  of 
Dominick  Felecette  of  Minneapolis. 

Henry  H.  Scovill,  the  first  permanent  settler  in  what  is  now  Almena 
Township,  was  born  in  New  York  State,  and  married  Castena  Persons,  a  native 
of  Ohio,  of  Scotch  descent.  They  settled  near  Horicon,  Wis.,  as  young  people, 
and  there  developed  a  farm.  In  1873  they  came  to  Barron  County  and  home¬ 
steaded  132  acres  in  section  22,  in  what  is  now  Almena  Township.  This  region 
was  then  wild  indeed.  Most  of  the  timber  was  still  standing.  The  Knapp, 
Stout  &  Co.  crews  were  logging,  having  camps  on  the  Lower  Turtle  Lake,  and 
on  the  Hay  River.  The  only  public  highway  was  the  old  state  road  to  Supe¬ 
rior.  This  road  was  a  trail  cut  through  the  trees,  wide  enough  for  a  wagon, 
with  the  worst  places  in  the  swamps  made  passable  with  corduroy.  North¬ 
ward  to  Superior  stretched  the  wilderness,  and  in  that  vast  area  hardly  a 
permanent  settler  had  located.  To  the  eastward  a  trip  could  be  made  to  Barron 
without  passing  a  single  settler’s  cabin  until  near  the  village.  Mr.  Scovill 
helped  to  cut  the  first  town  road.  A  little  later  the  railroad  was  built  as  far 
as  Clayton,  in  St.  Croix  County.  From  there  Mr.  Scovill  brought  provisions  on 
his  back.  For  some  years  he  and  his  family  lived  in  a  log  cabin.  Gradually 
they  built  up  a  farm.  In  1889  he  and  his  wife  sold  the  farm,  retired,  and 
moved  to  Linden,  Wash.,  where  he  died  April  9,  1913.  His  wife  resides  in 
Minneapolis.  Of  the  five  children  in  the  family  there  are  now  living  four. 
Ellen  is  the  wife  of  G.  W.  Balkcom,  M.  D.,  of  Minneapolis.  Bertha  also  lives 
in  Minneapolis.  William  resides  in  Montana.  Seamon  farms  in  Almena 
Township,  this  county. 

Seamon  Scovill,  proprietor  of  the  Lake  View  Farm,  section  21,  Almena 
Township,  is  one  of  the  leading  men  of  this  part  of  the  county  and  has  a 
sightly  and  well  improved  farm.  He  was  born  at  Horicon,  Wis.,  Sept.  25,  1862, 
the  son  of  Henry  H.  and  Castena  (Persons)  Scovill.  As  a  boy  he  was  taken 
to  Medford,  Minn.,  then  to  Taylors  Falls,  Minn.,  then  to  Clear  Lake,  Wis.,  and 
from  there  in  1873  was  brought  to  Almena  Township.  He  attended  school  and 
assisted  his  parents  in  getting  the  place  cleared  up.  He  helped  to  build  the 
first  schoolhouse  in  the  township  and  saw  all  the  beginnings  of  the  present 
day  development.  As  a  young  man  he  worked  in  the  logging  camps  and  in 
sawmills.  In  1881  he  bought  40  acres  in  section  21,  Almena  Township,  and 
started  to  clear  up  the  place.  He  built  a  log  house  and  log  barn  and  com¬ 
menced  farming  operations  with  a  yoke  of  oxen  and  a  cow.  To  his  original 
tract  he  has  added  until  he  now  owns  205  acres  on  the  shores  of  Upper  Turtle 
Lake,  a  most  beautiful  location  indeed.  Nearly  160  acres  are  under  the  plow, 
the  remainder  being  in  pasture  land.  The  cutting  of  the  trees  and  the  clearing 
of  the  land  is  all  the  work  of  his  own  hands.  The  set  of  buildings  is  a  sightly 
one.  The  pleasant  ten-room  house  was  erected  in  1902.  The  barn  is  90  by  24 
feet,  with  a  lean  to  50  feet  on  one  side.  There  is  a  smaller  residence  18  by  32 
feet  for  the  helpers  on  the  place.  The  buildings  also  include  a  swine  house, 
machine  sheds,  granary  and  the  like.  The  farm  is  well  equipped  with  tools, 
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implements  and  machinery,  and  everything  about  the  place  bespeaks  the 
thrift,  good  taste  and  modern  spirit  of  the  owner.  Mr.  Scovill  successfully 
carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  and  for  thirty  years  past  has  made 
a  specialty  of  buying  and  shipping  stock.  He  has  a  herd  of  graded  Shorthorns 
and  a  few  registered  Holsteins.  He  also  has  a  good  drove  of  pure  blooded 
Duroc-Jersey  swine  and  a  flock  of  some  60  Shropshire  sheep.  He  is  one  of  the 
active  and  influential  men  of  the  community,  and  has  been  on  the  town  board 
for  a  while,  town  treasurer  for  fourteen  years  and  a  member  of  the  school 
board  fifteen  years,  giving  general  satisfaction  in  all  these  responsible  posi¬ 
tions.  Mr.  Scovill  was  married  Oct.  16,  1880,  in  Almena  Township,  to  Flora 
A.  Lugard,  who  was  born  at  Rockefeller,  Iowa,  on  March  17,  1866,  the  daughter 
of  Chauncey  and  Florilla  Lugard,  the  former  of  whom  died  many  years  ago, 
and  the  latter  of  whom  later  married  Dwight  Webb,,  who  brought  the  family 
to  Barron  County,  in  1878,  and  located  in  Almena  Township.  Mrs.  Webb  now 
lives  in  Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  and  her  husband  is  dead.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scovill 
have  three  children:  Zenus  T.,  Minnie  and  Ruby.  Zenus  T.  is  a  manufacturer 
of  tents  and  awnings  at  Barron.  He  has  two  sons,  Harry  S.  and  Thomas  W. 
Minnie  married  Elmer  E.  Arnold  and  lives  near  Spokane,  Wash.  They  have 
two  children,  Vivian  and  Elmond.  Ruby  married  John  Refsnider  of  Superior, 
Mont.  They  have  three  children,  John,  Dorris  and  Calvin;  another,  Jacie, 
was  drowned  in  the  Missoula  River  at  the  age  of  twelve  years. 

Robert  Kruger,  for  some  years  a  farmer  in  section  24,  Stanley  Township, 
and  section  19,  Sumner  Township,  now  living  retired  at  Rice  Lake,  was  born 
in  Germany  Oct.  18,  1827,  and  was  there  reared  and  educated.  There  he  mar¬ 
ried  Henrietta  Koeler,  and  had  one  child,  Fernand.  In  the  late  fifties  they 
started  with  this  child  for  America.  The  voyage  was  a  long  and  tedious  one 
aboard  a  sailing  vessel,  and  before  America  was  reached  the  child  died  and 
was  buried  at  sea.  The  bereaved  couple  found  their  way  to  Racine,  this  state, 
and  there  he  was  employed  at  his  trade  as  a  wagon  maker.  In  1865  he  enlisted 
in  the  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  served  throughout  the  remainder  of 
the  conflict.  Upon  his  return  he  took  20  acres  of  wild  land  in  Racine  County 
and  began  to  clear  it  up.  Later  he  added  35  acres  more.  He  had  but  little 
to  work  with,  but  by  perseverance  and  industry  managed  to  get  a  yoke  of  oxen 
and  a  cow.  From  there  he  went  to  Beaver  Dam  in  Dodge  County,  this  state. 
In  the  middle  eighties  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  secured  160  acres  on 
the  town  line  between  Sumner  and  Stanley.  A  shanty  had  been  erected  and 
a  part  of  the  land  cleared.  He  started  in  with  a  will  and  developed  a  good 
place,  with  suitable  buildings,  stock  and  equipment.  With  advancing  years 
he  gradually  left  the  work  in  the  hands  of  his  son,  Julius,  and  after  his  wife’s 
death  in  1904  he  moved  to  Rice  Lake,  where  he  lived  until  his  death  Feb.  6, 
1921,  at  the  good  old  age  of  94  years.  He  was  a  substantial  God-fearing  man, 
and  was  prominent  in  .the  German  Evangelical  Church,  in  which  he  held 
various  offices.  He  was  well  regarded  by  all  who  knew  him  and  was  venerated 
for  his  worth  and  for  what  he  had  accomplished  in  life.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kruger 
were  the  parents  of  seven  children:  Fernand,  who  died  at  sea;  and  Julius, 
Gust,  Otto,  Anna,  Emma  and  Amelia,  who  were  born  in  this  state. 

Julius  Kruger,  proprietor  of  Pokegema  Valley  Stock  Farm  and  a  pros¬ 
perous  farmer  owning  160  acres  in  section  19,  Sumner  Township,  and  section 
24,  Stanley  Township,  is  a  native  of  this  state,  born  on  a  farm  in  Racine  County 
Sept.  2,  1862,  the  son  of  Robert  and  Henrietta  (Koeler)  Kruger,  who  brought 
him  to  Dodge  County,  and  then  to  Barron  County.  The  oldest  of  six  children, 
and  born  while  his  parents  were  still  struggling  with  poverty,  he  had  little 
opportunity  for  attending  school.  He  helped  his  father  develop  the  present 
place,  and  as  a  young  man  took  over  a  half  of  it.  Later  he  bought  the 
remainder.  He  has  continued  the  improvements  and  has  now  a  place  of  which 
he  is  justly  proud,  with  good  buildings,  good  equipment  and  good  stock.  Mr. 
Kruger  is  a  broad  minded  man  of  considerable  influence  in  the  community  and 
has  various  interests  outside  of  his  farm.  He  has  been  a  town  supervisor  and 
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town  assessor  and  has  also  held  other  public  positions.  He  has  been  an 
official  of  the  Sumner  German  Lutheran  Church  and  has  given  it  his  loyal 
support.  He  has  been  treasurer  of  the  Farmers  Store  Co.  at  Canton,  and  is 
still  one  of  its  stockholders.  He  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  State  Bank  of 
Cameron.  Mr.  Kruger  was  married  January  26,  1893,  to  Tena  Bortz,  who  was 
born  in  Germany  Aug.  18,  1867,  the  daughter  of  William  Bortz,  one  of  the 
earliest  pioneers.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kruger  have  four  children:  Esther,  born  Feb. 
11,  1894;  Lionel,  born  March  1,  1896;  Ruth,  born  Feb.  18,  1899;  and  Fadus, 
born  Nov.  11,  1904,  all  now  living  at  home. 

Baron  A.  Stow,  veteran  of  the  Civil  War  and  early  settler  of  two  states, 
was  born  in  Vermont,  and  was  there  reared  and  attended  school.  At  the  age 
of  twenty-one  he  came  to  Wisconsin  and  lived  first  in  Kenosha  County,  and 
later  in  Monroe  County.  #  In  the  early  sixties  he  moved  to  Houston  County, 
Minn.  From  there  in  1864  he  enlisted  in  Co.  E,  4th  Minnesota  Volunteer 
Infanty,  and  served  until  the  close  of  the  conflict,  and  participated  in  the 
Grand  Review  at  Washington.  After  his  return  he  took  a  homestead  in 
Faribault  County,  Minn.,  where  he  developed  a  good  farm.  In  1881  he  came 
to  Barron  County,  and  operated  a  dray  line  at  Cumberland  for  a  short  time. 
Then  he  bought  40  acres  in  Section  17,  Cumberland  Township,  where  he  de¬ 
veloped  a  farm.  In  1887  he  sold,  and  went  to  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  for  a  year. 
The  next  year  he  went  to  Springfield,  Mo.  In  1899  he  came  back  to  Barron 
County,  and  bought  80  acres  in  Maple  Grove  Township.  Here  he  likewise 
developed  a  farm.  Later  he  sold  that  place,  and  moved  to  upper  Turtle  Lake, 
where  he  lived  until  his  death,  Nov.  12,  1903.  He  was  a  fine  type  of  citizen 
who  lived  a  worthy  life  and  was  respected  by  all  with  whom  he  came  into 
contact.  Mr.  Stow  was  twice  married;  first  to  Zemira  L.  Judd,  a  native  of 
Canada,  by  whom  he  had  six  children.  Achsah,  now  deceased,  was  the  wife  of 
Robert  J.  Odell.  Cecil  E.  is  a  Cumberland  farmer.  Fannie  M.  is  the  wife  of 
Charles  Southworth,  of  Revilstock,  British  Columbia,  Canada.  Esta  A.  lives 
in  Everett,  Wash.  Minnie  V.  is  the  wife  of  W.  E.  Lee,  Spokane,  Wash.  Nellie 
M.  is  the  wife  of  James  Minnis,  of  Riceville,  Iowa.  For  his  second  wife,  Mr. 
Stow  married  Mrs.  Catherine  Millard,  who  now  lives  in  Barron  City.  The 
family  faith  is  that  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

Cecil  E.  Stow,  well  known  truck  farmer  and  fruit  grower  of  Cumberland, 
was  born  in  Monroe  County,  this  state,  May  11,  1860,  the  son  of  Baron  A.  and 
Zemira  L.  (Judd)  Stow.  He  was  reared  in  Faribault  County,  Minn.,  and  there 
attended  school.  He  also  attended  the  Cumberland  High  School  after  coming 
here  in  1881.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  started  teaching,  and  subsequently 
had  charge  of  schools  in  Minnesota,  Iowa  and  Wisconsin,  until  1907,  a  period 
of  nearly  thirty  years.  He  was  a  most  admirable  teacher  who  had  the  faculty 
of  inspiring  the  children  to  their  best  work,  and  his  name  is  held  in  respect 
in  every  community  in  which  he  taught.  In  1907  he. became  a  mail  carrier 
out  of  Cumberland,  a  position  he  held  for  twelve  years.  In  1919  and  1920 
he  went  back  to  his  old  profession  and  successfully  taught  in  District  No.  6, 
Cumberland,  forty-two  years  from  the  time  he  taught  his  first  school.  In  the 
meantime,  in  1883,  he  bought  fifteen  acres  in  the  present  limits  of  Cumber¬ 
land.  He  cleared  the  entire  tract,  erected  a  good  set  of  buildings,  and  has 
developed  a  most  excellent  truck  farm  and  fruit  farm.  As  an  educator  of 
superior  attainments  he  has  naturally  taken  an  interest  in  public  affairs,  and 
has  believed  in  everthing  that  has  meant  progress  and  development.  For 
some  years  he  has  served  on  the  school  board.  The  Pioneers  of  Cumberland, 
an  association  of  old  settlers,  have  found  in  him  an  active  and  enthusiastic 
member.  Mr.  Stow  was  married  at  Osage,  Iowa,  Nov.  23,  1881,  to  Mary  J. 
DeFord,  who  was  born  at  that  place,  March  3,  1860,  the  daughter  of  Mathew 
H.  and  Ann  Eliza  (Allen)  De  Ford,  natives  of  Ohio  and  New  York,  respective¬ 
ly,  who  as  young  people  moved  to  Indiana,  and  later  to  Iowa,  where  the  father 
still  lives  at  the  good  old  age  of  ninety,  and  where  the  mother  died  June  4, 
1877.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stow  have  five  children.  Elsie  A.  is  the  wife  of  M.  H. 
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White,  of  Arland  Township.  Zemira  E.  is  the  wife  of  Walter  Lathe,  of  Grand 
View,  Wis.  Hale  A.  is  a  banker  in  Daggett,  Mich.  Cecil  R.,  who  served  18 
months  in  the  World  War,  is  in  South  St.  Paul,  Minn.  Hoyt  H.  is  at  home. 
The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Christian  E.  Stephenson  was  born  in  Norway,  and  as  a  youth  served  an 
apprenticeship  of  seven  years  at  the  cabinet-making  trade  in  Trondjem,  Nor¬ 
way.  He  came  to  America  in  1866,  and  located  in  Chicago,  where  on  August 
25,  1869,  he  married  Lena  Neilson,  also  a  native  of  Norway.  Oct.  1,  1880, 
they  moved  with  their  four  children,  Christine,  Charles,  Martin  and  Jennie, 
to  Barron  County,  and  purchased  from  Andrew  Blodget,  for  $500  cash,  the 
southwest  quarter  of  Section  26,  Township  33,  Range  13,  west,  now  Arland 
Township,  then  a  part  of  Prairie  Farm  Township.  His  live  stock  at  that  time 
consisted  of  two  cows,  a  heifer  calf,  two  small  pigs,  two  sheep  and  a  dozen 
chickens.  Soon  he  secured  a  yoke  of  oxen.  It  was  evident  to  him  that  his 
small  store  of  cash  would  not  last  long,  so  he  entered  the  employ  of  Knapp, 
Stout  &  Co.,  in  their  camp  near  Hay  River,  as  a  sawyer,  continuing  in  this 
work  for  ten  winters.  At  the  end  of  this  period,  he  devoted  his  time  exclusive¬ 
ly  to  farm  work.  To  facilitate  the  operations,  he  traded  seven  head  of  cattle, 
consisting  of  two  ox  teams,  two  cows  and  a  two  year  old  heifer,  for  a  team  of 
ten-year-old  mares,  weighing  1,100  pounds  each.  One  of  these  animals  was 
very  balky  and  presented  a  serious  problem  for  the  family.  A  story  is  still 
told  of  one  day  when  the  family  attended  church  service  at  Prairie  Farm. 
The  members  of  the  family  all  climbed  into  the  wagon  in  front  of  the  place  of 
holding  the  services,  when  the  balky  mare,  instead  of  moving  ahead,  began  to 
back,  and  stand  upright  on  its  hind  legs,  delaying  the  departure  for  half  an 
hour,  greatly  to  the  confusion  of  the  family  and  to  the  delight  of  the  on¬ 
lookers.  But  the  mares  were  kept  until  they  died  of  old  age,  and  became  great 
family  pets.  Many  were  the  hardships  encountered  in  the  early  days.  Some¬ 
times  the  roads  were  impassable,  and  in  making  a  trip  travelers  had  to  carry 
an  axe  and  saw,  to  clear  the  way  of  trees  blown  across  the  trail  by  the  heavy 
wind.  In  the  meantime,  Mr.  Stephenson  was  developing  his  farm.  He  made 
it  a  rule  to  clear  at  least  two  acres  each  year,  and  he  continued  until  he  had 
80  acres  under  cultivation,  and  in  shape  to  yield  support  for  the  large  family. 
There  was  one  field  in  particular,  consisting  of  seven  acres,  in  which  he  took 
much  pride.  For  twelve  years  in  succession  this  field  was  sown  to  wheat.  The 
first  five  years  it  produced  30  to  40  bushels  an  acre,  No.  1,  hard  wheat, 
gradually  diminishing  in  fertility  until  it  was  producing  but  five  bushels  an 
acre.  It  was  then  put  in  clover,  and  the  crops  rotated,  as  on  the  rest  of  the 
farm.  Produce  brought  but  little  in  those  days.  Timothy  was  marketed  at 
Barron  for  $4  a  ton ;  basswood  bolts  with  bark  peeled  off  were  delivered  at  that 
city  for  $1.75  a  cord;  and  the  finest  oak  logs  sold  there  for  but  $5  a  thousand. 
The  Stephenson  family  prospered  with  the  years.  To  the  four  children 
brought  here,  three  more  were  added,  Anna  and  Clara  (twins)  and  John.  In 
1900,  three  of  the  daughters,  Jennie,  Clara  and  Anna,  passed  to  the  Great 
Beyond.  Mrs.  Stephenson  died  March  1,  1912,  on  the  home  farm,  and  shortly 
afterward  the  place  was  sold,  and  Mr.  Stephenson  passed  his  remaining  days 
with  his  daughter,  Christine,  of  Minneapolis,  in  which  city  he  died  Sept.  19, 
1918.  Four  children  are  now  living.  Christine,  already  mentioned,  is  in 
Minneapolis.  Charles  is  in  Two  Harbors,  Minn.  Martin  W.  farms  in  Maple 
Grove  Township,  this  county.  John  is  in  Minneapolis.  The  farm  on  Dority 
Creek  remains  as  a  landmark  in  memory  of  the  sturdy  family  who  never  let 
any  traveler  pass  by  when  hungry  or  tired,  and  the  doors  of  whose  hospitable 
home  were  always  open  to  their  friends. 

Martin  W.  Stephenson,  prominent  agriculturist  and  owner  of  the  Apiary 
Home  Farm,  Section  30,  west,  Maple  Grove  Township,  was  born  in  Chicago, 
Ill.,  March  26,  1877,  the  son  of  Christian  E.  and  Lena  (Neilson)  Stephenson. 
He  came  to  this  county  with  his  parents  in  1880,  and  here  attended  the  district 
schools.  In  1912  he  formed  a  partnership  with  his  brother,  Charles,  and 
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bought  a  quarter  section  in  Prairie  Farm  Township.  In  1902  he  purchased 
his  present  place,  consisting  of  80  acres  in  Section  30,  Maple  Grove  Township, 
on  which  he  himself  erected  the  buildings.  In  1918  he  purchased  80  acres  in 
Section  25,  Arland  Township,  making  in  all  160  acres,  of  which  60  are  under 
cultivation,  the  rest  being  in  timber  and  pasture  and  here  carries  on  general 
farming  and  dairying.  Since  early  youth  Mr.  Stephenson  has  been  interested 
in  bees  and  for  many  years  he  kept  from  fifty  to  sixty  colonies,  thus  giving 
his  farm  its  present  name.  He  is  a  man  of  unusually  wide  reading  and  has 
kept  well  abreast  of  the  times  especially  along  his  own  line  of  endeavor.  He 
assisted  in  organizing  the  Hillsdale  Western  Co-operative  Telephone  Company 
and  was  its  president  until  1917.  He  has  also  been  active  in  the  Four  Town 
cheese  factory  of  which  he  is  now  vice  president.  In  addition  to  his  other 
duties,  Mr.  Stephenson  is  manager  of  the  farm  owned  by  his  brother  Charles, 
who  now  lives  in  Two  Harbors,  Minn.  Mr.  Stephenson  was  married  Nov.  23, 
1914,  to  Mary  L.  Grub,  daughter  of  Phillip  and  Dorothy  (Klipp)  Grub, 
natives  of  Pennsylvania,  who  are  now  farming  in  Sauk  County,  Wis.  In  the 
Grub  family  there  are  four  children:  William,  Mary  L.,  Ida  and  Fredrick 
(deceased).  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stephenson  have  four  children:  Dorothy  C.,  Born 
Dec.  25,  1915;  Elizabeth  H.,  born  June  22,  1917;  Marjorie  I.,  born  June  13, 
1919,  and  Martin  W.  Jr.,  born  April  29,  1921. 

Martin  Knutson,  for  many  years  a  farmer  on  Section  10,  Cumberland 
Township,  was  born  in  Norway,  and  was  there  educated.  As  a  youth  he 
learned  the  carpenter’s  trade,  and  followed  this  line  of  industry  for  several 
years  thereafter.  He  came  to  the  United  States  in  1872,  and  located  at  Still¬ 
water,  Minn.,  where  he  continued  to  follow  his  trade.  But  he  had  strong 
inclinations  toward  the  agricultural  life,  so  in  1875  he  came  to  Barron  County 
and  took  a  homestead  east  of  the  city  of  Cumberland,  where-  he  farmed  for 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  married  Anna  Halverson,  also  now  deceased, 
and  they  had  six  children  of  whom  there  are  now  living  five.  Johannah  re¬ 
mained  in  Norway.  Helmer  and  Louis  M.  are  in  Cumberland.  Lena  is  the 
wife  of  John  H.  Oien,  of  St.  Paul.  Sever  is  in  Cumberland.  Mary,  who  was 
the  wife  of  Hans  Hendrickson,  of  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  is  dead. 

Louis  M.  Knutson,  expert  well  driller,  agriculturist  and  dealer  in  pumps 
and  engines,  was  born  in  Norway,  Nov.  25,  1860,  the  son  of  Martin  and  Anna 
(Halverson)  Knutson,  who  brought  him  to  Stillwater,  Minn.,  in  1872,  and  to  a 
farm  in  Cumberland  in  1875.  As  a  boy  he  had  many  interesting  experiences 
living  with  his  parents  in  a  cabin  amid  the  unbroken  woods,  where  the 
Indians  still  roamed  and  where  the  wild  animals  were  still  plentiful.  He  still 
remembers  one  trip  which  he  took  to  Sand  Lake,  after  salt  for  the  use  of  the 
family.  The  savage  wolves  followed  the  venturesome  boy  and  accompanied 
his  march  with  their  howls,  and  now  and  then  he  met  a  group  of  Indians,  no 
very  cheering  sight  to  a  lone  boy  in  a  wilderness  far  from  home  and  far  from 
any  house  or  settlement.  Living  thus  in  a  pioneer  country,  young  Louis 
assisted  his  parents  in  the  development  of  their  farm.  When  he  was  eighteen 
he  entered  the  employ  of  L.  L.  Gunderson,  as  the  first  clerk  in  the  store,  and  at 
the  same  time  he  was  made  assistant  postmaster  in  the  Cumberland  office 
which  was  kept  there.  Mail  was  brought  from  Rice  Lake,  some  fifteen  miles 
away,  young  Knutson  making  the  trip  afoot  with  the  mail  on  his  back,  carry¬ 
ing  the  outgoing  mail,  and  bringing  back  the  incoming  mail.  In  1880  he  went 
to  Cable,  in  Bayfield  County,  this  state,  where  he  entered  the  employ  of  L. 
L.  Gunderson  in  a  general  store,  and  where  he  was  likewise  made  assistant 
postmaster,  and  later  postmaster.  In  1881  he  returned  to  Cumberland.  At 
that  time  he  bought  land.  He  did  not,  however,  at  once  settle  down  to  ex¬ 
clusive  farm  work.  For  several  years  he  was  identified  with  the  lumber  in¬ 
dustry,  in  the  logging  woods  and  in  sawmills.  In  1888  he  went  to  the  state  of 
Washington  for  a  year  which  was  spent  at  Seattle.  Upon  his  return  he 
bought  timber  on  Hickey  Creek,  in  Township  35,  Range  12,  Barron  County, 
and  engaged  in  logging  on  his  own  responsibility.  In  1891  he  gave  up  logging, 
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and  grave  his  exclusive  attention  to  his  farm,  making  a  specialty  of  bee  keep¬ 
ing,  and  building  up  one  of  the  largest  apiaries  in  the  county.  In  1904  he  dis¬ 
continued  farming  entirely  and  put  his  whole  attention  to  the  well  business. 
In  1907  he  located  in  the  city  of  Cumberland  where  he  still  continues  in  the 
well  business  which  he  has  expanded  until  it  has  become  very  successful. 
Mr.  Knutson  was  married  at  Rice  Lake,  March  15,  1884,  to  Jennie  M.  Hart, 
the  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Jane  Hart,  early  settlers  of  Rice  Lake,  both  now 
deceased.  Mrs.  Jennie  M.  Hart  Knutson  died  in  1908.  On  March  23,  1910, 
Mr.  Knutson  married  Rena  Lien,  daughter  of  Christian  M.  and  Agnette  M. 
Lien,  natives  of  Norway,  who  came  to  America  in  the  sixties  and  settled  in 
Dovre  Township  this  county,  where  Mr.  Lien  farmed  until  his  death  in  1894. 
Mrs.  Lien,  whose  services  while  on  the  farm  were  greatly  in  demand  as  a 
nurse  and  as  a  widwife,  by  her  kindness,  courage  and  helpfulness  in  time  of 
need,  greatly  endeared  herself  to  the  whole  community  in  which  she  lived. 
She  is  now  living  at  Rice  Lake  at  the  good  old  age  of  eighty  years.  By  his 
first  wife,  Mr.  Knutson  had  seven  children:  Ostin  M.,  Louis  E.,  Jessie  H., 
Robert  I.,  Dora  J.,  Benjamin  M.  and  Clarance  R.  all  living.  By  his  second 
marriage  he  has  three  children:  Louise  R.,  Lawrence  M.  and  Elodie  L.,  all 
living. 

John  F.  Miller,  for  many  years  a  prominent  business  man  of  Cumberland, 
now  deceased,  was  born  in  Fallinbostel,  Hanover,  Germany,  April  9,  1836,  the 
son  of  Herman  and  Sophia  Miller,  and  descended  from  a  long  line  of  village 
schoolmasters.  The  father  was  killed  by  a  powder-mill  explosion  in  1838, 
and  afterward  the  mother  married  a  Mr.  Elleman.  John  F.  received  his  early 
education  in  Germany,  and  learned  the  tailor’s  trade.  He  came  to  America 
in  the  spring  of  1857,  with  his  stepfather,  mother,  brother  and  two  sisters,  and 
located  at  Carver  County,  Minnesota.  He  spent  the  fall  in  railroad  work  and 
in  the  winter  of  1857-58  helped  his  people  clear  up  the  farm  on  which  they  had 
settled.  In  the  spring  he  found  work  on  a  farm  near  Stillwater,  Minn.,  at  $9 
a  month.  The  winter  of  1858-59  was  again  spent  in  helping  clear  the  home 
farm.  The  next  spring,  1859,  he  found  employment  in  a  brick-yard  at  Chaska, 
at  $14  a  month.  His  wages  were  soon  raised  a  dollar,  and  the  following  year 
he  was  made  foreman.  In  1865  he  started  a  brickyard  of  his  own  at  Carver, 
in  Carver  county,  Minn.  He  sold  out  in  1868,  and  moved  to  Cedar  Lake, 
Hennepin  County,  Minn.  There  he  was  in  the  employ  of  Hill,  Griggs  &  Co., 
having  charge  of  their  brick  yard,  and  purchasing  cord  wood  for  them,  some¬ 
times  buying  as  much  as  60,000  a  year.  In  1874  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
Col.  C.  W.  Griggs,  one  of  his  former  employers,  and  continued  the  wood  busi¬ 
ness  at  Montrose,  Minn.,  on  what  is  now  the  Great  Northern  Railroad.  Most 
of  their  wood  was  shipped  to  St.  Paul.  In  connection  with  their  cord  wood 
operations,  they  conducted  a  large  general  store.  In  1880,  the  partners  trans¬ 
ferred  their  operations  to  Cumberland,  Wis.,  and  Mr.  Miller  moved  here.  In 
1881  a  company  store  was  established  at  Cumberland.  In  1887  attention  was 
turned  from  cord  wood  to  the  general  lumbering  business,  and  a  steam  saw¬ 
mill  purchased.  The  Beaver  Dam  Lumber  Co.  was  organized  at  Cumberland, 
with  C.  W.  Griggs  as  president,  J.  F.  Miller  as  vice  president,  and  A.  G 
Foster  as  treasurer.  This  company  operated  extensively,  and  at  the  height 
of  its  career  employed  125  men  and  cut  something  like  12,000,000  feet  of 
lumber  arinually.  Mr.  Miller  was  one  of  the  real  founders  of  the  village.  He 
laid  out  and  platted  much  of  it.  He  held  village  office.  He  was  active  in 
everything  that  pertained  to  the  growth  and  progress  of  this  region.  In 
October,  1883,  with  J.  T.  Heath,  he  established  the  Bank  of  Cumberland,  and 
in  1887  became  its  sole  owner.  After  a  long  and  useful  life  in  which  he  had 
achieved  a  well-deserved  success  he  died  Dec.  7,  1892.  Mr.  Miller  was  married 
May  1,  1865,  to  Catherine  Huser,  a  native  of  Alsace,  France.  This  union  was 
blessed  with  eleven  children:  Ida,  Anna,  Frederick  W.,  Lydia,  Mary,  Clara, 
William,  Albert,  Ella,  Belle  and  Ernest.  All  except  one  are  still  living. 
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Frederick  W.  Miller  is  one  of  the  leading  men  of  Cumberland,  as  was  his 
father  before  him,  and  is  one  of  the  men  who  have  had  their  full  share  in  the 
development  of  the  county,  his  interests  being  many  and  varied.  He  is  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  State  Bank  of  Cumberland,  president  of  the  State  Bank  of  Com¬ 
stock,  vice-president  of  the  Cumberland  Milling  Co.,  and  until  1920,  vice-presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Olcutt  Lumber  Co.,  an  off-shoot  of  the  Beaver  Dam  Lumber  Co.  He 
has  been  mayor  and  city  treasurer  of  Cumberland,  and  has  done  most  excel¬ 
lent  work  as  a  member  of  the  school  board.  The  Miller  name  is  inseparably 
connected  with  the  history  of  Cumberland,  and  Mr.  Miller  is  a  most  excellent 
representative  of  the  family.  He  was  born  at  Cedar  Lake,  near  Minneapolis, 
in  Hennepin  County,  Minn.,  Aug.  25,  1870,  son  of  John  F.  and  Catherine 
(Huser)  Miller.  He  was  taken  as  an  infant  to  Delano,  Minn.,  and  in  1874 
to  Montrose,  that  state.  At  the  age  of  ten,  in  1880,  he  was  brought  to  Cum¬ 
berland,  and  here  completed  his  early  schooling,  graduating  from  the  Cumber¬ 
land  High  School  in  1887.  His  father  then  sent  him  into  the  woods  for  a  year 
in  order  that  he  might  become  thoroughly  familiar  with  logging.  Then  for 
some  time  he  was  employed  in  the  office  of  the  Beaver  Dam  Lumber  Co.  After 
his  father's  death  in  1892  he  took  charge  of  the  company  store.  In  1903  he 
purchased  the  store  in  partnership  with  others.  The  Miller-Waterman  Co. 
was  established,  the  Waterman  name  coming  from  B.  H.  and  S.  H.  Waterman, 
and  a  big  business  built  up  in  machinery,  hardware,  furniture,  clothing,  gro¬ 
ceries  and  local  farm  produce.  Mr.  Miller  was  married  Dec.  16,  1891,  to  Cora 
M.  Hunter,  daughter  of  William  L.  and  Elizabeth  (Stockman)  Hunter.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Miller  have  four  daughters,  Catherine,  Esther,  Marian  and  Maude.  Cath¬ 
erine  is  the  wife  of  C.  L.  Hines,  of  Cumberland.  Esther  is  the  wife  of  I.  T. 
Talbott,  of  Cumberland.  Marian  is  the  wife  of  Harry  H.  Hines,  of  Cumber¬ 
land.  Maude  is  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin,  and  teaches  at 
Rhinelander. 

Willis  B.  Drake,  Cumberland  drayman,  well  known  in  Barron  and  Polk 
counties,  was  born  in  Portage,  Ohio,  June  8,  1876,  son  of  Charles  Robert  and 
Alice  (Badgley)  Drake,  natives  of  Ohio,  who  came  to  Polk  County,  Wis.,  in 
1878  and  took  a  homestead  of  160  acres  in  Johnstown  Township  (town  35, 
range  15).  This  he  developed  into  a  good  farm,  in  the  meantime  working  for 
thirteen  years  as  a  machinist  for  the  “Soo”  line,  with  headquarters  at  Schorem, 
Minn.  He  continued  to  operate  his  farm  until  his  death,  Aug.  14,  1905.  His 
wife  died  April  1,  1919.  In  the  family  there  were  five  children:  Arthur,  of 
Minneapolis;  Clarence,  of  Minneapolis;  Willis  B.,  of  Cumberland,  Wis.;  Ora 
E.,  deceased;  and  Harry,  in  New  Richmond,  Wis.  Willis  B.  Drake  received  his 
early  education  in  the  district  schools  of  his  neighborhood  and  in  Minneapolis. 
He  was  reared  to  farming  pursuits  and  spent  much  of  his  young  manhood  on 
his  father’s  farm  until  1892,  when,  but  a  boy  of  16,  he  bought  80  acres  of  land, 
the  east  half  of  the  northeast  quarter  of  Section  4  of  the  town  of  Johnstown. 
In  his  spare  time  he  made  a  fine  farm  of  it  and  a  fine  home.  In  1892  he  was 
married  and  settled  on  his  farm,  which  was  near  his  father’s,  and  there  car¬ 
ried  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  In  the  meanwhile  since  early  youth  he 
had  been  interested  in  lumbering,  and  for  some  years  worked  for  the  Beaver 
Dam  Lumber  Co.  as  foreman  of  crews  of  logging  camps  in  Barron  County, 
Polk  County  and  elsewhere.  In  1908  he  moved  to  Cumberland,  to  take  charge 
of  the  rafting  on  Beaver  Dam  Lake,  the  logs  being  rafted  down  from  the 
northern  part  of  the  county  to  the  mills  at  Cumberland.  He  remained  in  the 
employ  of  the  same  company  until  1910,  when  he  engaged  in  the  dray  and 
transfer  business,  in  which  he  has  since  successfully  continued.  He  is  active 
in  public  affairs  here,  and  while  in  Polk  County  was  member  of  the  town  board 
of  Johnstown  Township,  road  overseer,  and  clerk  of  the  school  board.  Fra¬ 
ternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  of  the  Modern  Wood¬ 
men.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Drake 
was  married  May  28,  1902,  to  Nettie  Olds,  born  Feb.  22,  1880,  in  Loraine,  Wis., 
daughter  of  James  and  Ellen  (Templeton)  Olds.  This  union  has  been  blessed 
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with  five  children.  Ora  was  born  May  21,  1903,  and  died  April  30,  1904.  Mer¬ 
rill  was  born  July  8,  1904,  and  is  attending  high  school  in  Cumberland.  Myr¬ 
tle  was  born  Dec.  29,  1906,  and  is  also  attending  high  school  in  Cumberland. 
James  was  born  June  12,  1910.  Vivian  J.  was  born  May  13,  1917.  James  Olds 
was  an  early  settler  and  prominent  citizen  of  Clam  Falls,  Polk  County.  He 
served  on  the  town  and  school  board  for  many  years,  and  was  known  for  his 
kindliness  of  heart  and  his  neighborly  spirit,  as  well  as  his  upright  character 
and  lofty  soul.  In  1913,  he  sold  his  farm  and  moved  to  Clam  Falls,  Wis.,  where 
he  died  April  12,  1919,  and  where  his  wife  still  lives.  They  were  the  parents  of 
three  estimable  daughters,  Minnie,  Nettie  and  Nellie.  Minnie  is  the  wife  of 
Clarence  Drake,  of  Minneapolis.  Nettie  is  the  wife  of  Willis  B.  Drake,  of 
Cumberland.  Nellie  is  the  wife  of  Arley  Ellis,  of  Clam  Falls,  Wis. 

Fred  William  Glaser,  a  retired  farmer  of  Prairie  Farm  Township,  is  one 
of  those  solid,  substantial  men  who  present  an  excellent  example  to  the  younger 
generations.  Coming  here  in  mature  years,  after  his  family  had  begun  to 
grow,  he  achieved  success  by  hard  work  and  unremitting  toil,  and  he  is  greatly 
honored  and  respected  for  what  he  has  been  able  to  accomplish.  He. was  born 
in  Germany,  Nov.  22,  1860,  the  son  of  Frank  and  Augusta  (Spellman)  Glaser, 
was  reared  in  that  country,  grew  to  manhood,  and  was  married  in  January, 
1876,  to  Henrietta  Pashow,  who  was  born  Dec.  9,  1862,  in  the  same  neighbor¬ 
hood.  To  this  worthy  couple  there  were  born  in  Germany,  four  children,  Win¬ 
nie,  Tena,  Gusta  and  Fred  W.,  Jr.  In  1883,  Mr.  Glaser  brought  his  family  to 
America  and  found  his  way  to  Barron  County,  where  he  secured  160  acres  of 
wild  railroad  land  in  Section  36,  Prairie  Farm  Township.  After  securing  the 
land  he  had  practically  no  funds  left,  and  he  had  but  little  equipment  with 
which  to  develop  his  farm.  For  a  while  he  worked  out  to  get  a  little  money 
for  immediate  necessities.  The  first  year  he  bought  a  cow,  and  soon  afterward 
was  able  to  get  a  yoke  of  oxen.  As  time  passed,  his  faithful  efforts  resulted  in 
success.  He  put  up  a  good  set  of  buildings,  developed  a  good  farm,  and  added 
to  the  original  tract  until  he  owned  320  acres.  In  addition  to  achieving  his 
own  success,  and  establishing  his  family  in  life,  Mr.  Glaser  has  found  time  to 
be  interested  in  the  progress  of  the  community.  Especially  has  he  been  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  establishment  and  support  of  the  St.  Paul’s  German  Lutheran 
Church.  He  gave  the  two  acres  in  Section  36,  where  the  church  and  cemetery 
are  now  located.  He  helped  to  put  up  the  first  church  on  the  site,  and  also 
donated  toward  the  construction  of  the  present  church.  In  1900,  after  having 
secured  a  competence,  Mr.  Glaser  retired.  He  now  makes  his  home  over  the 
line  in  Sheridan  Township,  Dunn  County,  with  his  son,  Fred  W.,  Jr.,  on  what  is 
known  as  the  “Fred  W.  Glaser  Stock  Farm.”  This  farm  of  80  acres,  which  is 
one  of  the  best  in  the  neighborhood,  has  been  developed  from  a  wilderness. 
The  buildings  are  modern,  illuminated  with  electricjty  and  piped  with  running 
water,  while  the  land  is  well  tilled  and  well  fenced,  and  supplied  with  all 
necessary  equipment,  and  an  unusually  fine  herd  of  cattle.  Fred  W.,  the  son, 
is  one  of  the  leading  and  progressive  men  in  this  vicinity.  He  was  married  in 
Prairie  Farm  Township  on  Nov.  9,  1908,  to  Martha  Zuehlke,  who  was  born  at 
Rice  Lake,  this  county,  the  daughter  of  Herman  and  Lena  (Radtke)  Zuehlke, 
early  settlers  of  Dallas  Township,  this  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred  W.  Glaser, 
Jr.,  have  four  children,  William,  Henry,  Harold  and  Carolina. 

Louis  Wirth,  a  pioneer  of  Prairie  Farm  Township,  was  born  in  Germany. 
His  parents  brought  him  to  America  when  he  was  eleven  years  old,  and  settled 
on  a  farm  in  Dane  County,  Wis.  He  attended  school  there  for  a  while,  helped 
his  father  with  the  farm  work,  and  as  a  young  man  enlisted  as  a  private  in  a 
Wisconsin  regiment  of  volunteer  infantry,  in  which  he  served  as  a  good  soldier 
for  three  years  and  six  months.  Afterward  he  took  up  farming  again.  In 
1871,  with  his  wife  and  three  children,  Lorenzo,  Lovina  and  Charlie,  he  set 
out  for  Barron  County,  driving  with  a  pair  of  ponies.  One  of  the  ponies  died 
on  the  way.  He  continued  with  the  other  one,  and  located  on  a  piece  of  wild 
land  in  Section  8,  Prairie  Farm  Township.  Here  he  built  a  log  house  and  with 
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his  one  pony  started  to  develop  a  farm  in  the  wilderness.  For  a  time  it  was 
hard  to  get  along.  To  secure  provisions  he  had  to  walk  to  Prairie  Farm,  a 
long  journey  through  the  woods,  stumps  and  brush.  It  was  some  years  before 
enough  land  could  be  cleared  to  raise  crops  in  any  considerable  quantities. 
After  working  on  the  original  place  for  a  while,  he  sold  out,  and  bought  40 
acres  in  Section  16.  Here  he  built  up  a  good  place.  After  he  had  attained 
prosperity,  he  retired  and  moved  to  Rice  Lake,  where  he  still  lives.  He  was 
married  at  Blue  Mounds,  Dane  County,  this  state,  to  Almira  Bellman,  who  died 
in  May,  1890,  at  the  age  of  forty-two  years.  In  addition  to  the  three  children 
already  mentioned,  there  were  born  in  Prairie  Farm  Township,  five,  Frank, 
William  (deceased),  Mary,  Fred  and  Victor.  By  his  second  wife  he  had  two 
children,  Louis  and  Lulu.  After  her  death  he  married  Cora  Shields,  of 
Minneapolis. 

Frank  Wirth,  an  energetic  farmer  of  Section  9,  Prairie  Farm  Township, 
is  a  native  of  this  township,  born  in  a  log  cabin  on  Section  8,  May  26,  1874, 
the  son  of  Louis  and  Almira  (Bellman)  Wirth,  pioneers.  He  was  reared  on 
the  home  farm,  and  received  his  early  education  in  a  log  school  house  in  the 
neighborhood.  As  a  youth  he  took  up  lumbering,  and  in  all,  spent  eighteen 
seasons  in  the  woods.  In  1896  he  bought  40  acres  of  his  present  farm,  and  to 
this  he  has  since  added  until  he  has  a  fine  place  of  200  acres.  He  has  put  up 
a  good  set  of  buildings,  developed  and  fenced  the  land,  and  purchased  suitable 
tools,  implements  and  machinery.  Here  he  successfully  carries  on  general 
farming,  and  dairying,  and  has  a  good  herd  of  Guernsey  cattle.  He  believes 
in  modern  methods,  he  is  a  scientific  farmer,  and  a  satisfactory  measure  of 
success  has  crowned  his  efforts.  He  was  married  July  12,  1902,  to  Anna 
Kurschner,  who  was  born  in  Prairie  Farm  Township  on  May  4,  1877,  the 
daughter  of  Martin  and  Anna  C.  Kurschner.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with 
three  children:  Francis,  Evelyn  and  Erma. 

Ambrose  W.  Swinghamer,  proprietor  and  operator  of  the  Cumberland 
Creamery,  and  a  thorough  expert  in  the  production,  manufacture  and  market¬ 
ing  of  milk,  butter  and  cheese,  was  born  in  Albany  Township,  Stearns  County, 
Minn.,  Sept.  22,  1885,  son  of  Joseph  and  Anna  (Hartman)  Swinghamer,  natives 
respectively  of  Germany  and  Pennsylvania.  The  father  came  to  America  in 
the  early  fifties,  and  settled  in  Stearns  County  with  the  early  pioneers.  He 
took  a  homestead,  developed  a  good  place,  and  there  carried  on  general  farm¬ 
ing  until  a  few  years  before  his  death.  He  died  Aug.  17,  1918,  and  the  mother 
is  still  living  in  Albany.  Ambrose  W.  received  his  early  education  in  the 
district  schools  of  Stearns  County.  Then  he  took  a  thorough  course  in  the 
agricultural  department  of  the  University  of  Minnesota,  graduating  in  1908. 
With  this  preparation,  he  went  to  Madison,  Minn.,  where  he  operated  the 
Madison  Co-operative  Creamery.  In  1910,  he  bought  out  the  Superior  Cream¬ 
ery  Co.  at  New  Richmond,  Wis.,  and  the  Superior  Creamery  Co.  at  Star 
Prairie,  Wis.  These  he  successfully  operated  until  1917.  In  the  meantime,  in 
1911,  he  had  purchased  a  half  interest  in  his  present  creamery,  his  partner 
being  H.  A.  Curt.  In  1917  he  bought  out  his  partner,  came  here  and  assumed 
active  management,  and  has  since  successfully  conducted  it.  In  1920,  his 
average  monthly  output  was  9,000  pounds  of  cheese,  and  10,000  pounds  of 
butter.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Swinghamer  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus 
and  the  Catholic  Foresters.  His  home  is  a  pleasant  ten-room  modern 
residence  on  North  Cumberland  street.  Mr.  Swinghamer  owns  three  different 
tracts  of  land — one  in  Burnett  County,  one  in  Washburn  County  and  one  in 
Barron  County — comprising  500  acres.  He  expects  to  erect  in  1922  a  modem 
creamery,  50  by  100  feet,  with  all  the  latest  equipment.  It  is  to  be  centrally 
located  on  the  corner  of  Front  and  Grove  streets.  Mr.  Swinghamer  was 
married  Oct.  7,  1914,  in  Madison,  Minn.,  to  Magdaline  Kemen,  who  was  bom 
Jan.  17,  18%,  in  Madison,  Minn.,  daughter  of  John  and  Anna  (Brecht)  Kemen, 
who  have  been  farmers  near  Madison  for  many  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Swing- 
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hamer  have  three  children:  Robert,  born  July  27,  1915;  Arthur,  born  Dec.  15, 
1917;  and  Walter,  born  March  17,  1919. 

Rev.  Henry  Teuwisse,  priest  in  charge  of  the  Church  of  St.  Mary  and  the 
Church  of  St.  Anthony,  both  in  Cumberland,  and  of  the  Mission  Church  of 
Corpus  Christi  at  McKinley,  in  Polk  County,  was  born  in  Bloemendaal,  Hol¬ 
land,  Feb.  28,  1883,  son  of  John  and  Mary  (Orsel)  Teuwisse,  who  were  born 
in  Holland,  of  old  Netherlands  stock,  and  still  live  there.  He  pursued  the 
usual  classical  and  philosophical  studies,  and  took  his  theological  course  in 
the  Roermond  Diocese  Seminary,  at  Roermond,  where  he  was  ordained  at  the 
historic  old  cathedral  of  Roermond  on  Sept.  28,  1907.  The  young  priest  was 
then  assigned  to  mision  work  in  his  native  land.  In  1917  he  came  to  America, 
and  with  headquarters  at  Birchwood,  Wis.,  where  he  was  rector  of  St. 
Anthony’s  Church,  he  took  charge  of  a  mission  field  embracing  sixteen 
preaching  places,  as  well  as  many  temporary  lumber  camps.  His  activities 
were  many,  and  included  the  building  of  churches  at  Couderay,  Radisson  and 
Excellence,  Sawyer  County;  the  improvement  of  the  church  at  Winter,  in  the 
same  county,  and  the  remodeling  of  that  at  Birchwood,  Washburn  County, 
where  he  also  built  a  rectory.  In  July,  1920,  he  came  to  Cumberland  and  took 
up  his  present  duties.  He  is  now  planning  and  building  a  new  St.  Anthony 
church  here,  the  former  edifice  having  been  destroyed  by  fire. 

John  Engebretson,  many  years  a  railroad  man  of  this  county,  and  for 
some  time  a  substantial  farmer  of  Cumberland  Township,  was  born  in  Nor¬ 
way,  Dec.  24,  1848,  was  there  reared  and  educated,  and  there  married  Bertha 
North.  In  1882  he  came  to  America,  and  located  at  Deer  Park,  in  St.  Croix 
County,  Wis.  A  little  later  he  came  to  this  county,  and  lived  in  Turtle  Lake, 
where  for  many  years  he  was  employed  in  railroad  work.  In  1904,  he  secured 
40  acres  in  Section  31,  Cumberland  Township,  and  later  added  40  more  in  the 
same  section.  He  cleared  and  stumped  60  acres,  renovated  the  house,  and  re¬ 
paired  the  outbuildings,  and  carried  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  After 
a  long  and  useful  life  he  died  Aug.  3,  1918.  His  wife  still  lives  on  the  place. 
In  the  family  there  were  eight  children.  Ole  is  dead.  Mari  is  the  wife  of 
Thorsten  Skreeting,  of  Kensal,  N.  D.  Enga  is  the  wife  of  Hans  Miller,  of  the 
same  town.  Andrew  E.  farms  the  home  place.  Linda  is  dead.  Tillie  and 
Bessie  are  at  home.  Minnie  is  dead. 

Andrew  E.  Engebretson,  an  industrious  farmer  of  Section  31,  Cumberland 
Township,  was  born  in  Deer  Park,  St.  Croix  County,  Wis.,  April  1,  1883,  the 
son  of  John  and  Bertha  (North)  Engebretson.  He  attended  school  in  his 
native  village,  and  in  Turtle  Lake,  this  county,  where  his  parents  moved  when 
he  was  a  boy.  For  some  years  he  was  employed  by  the  “Soo”  line,  the  latter 
part  of  the  time  as  section  foreman.  In  1904  he  came  to  Cumberland  Town¬ 
ship,  and  with  his  father  first  bought  40  acres  in  Section  31,  and  later  another 
40  acres.  After  the  father’s  death  he  became  sole  owner.  Here  he  carries  on 
general  farming  and  dairying  and  has  a  good  Holstein  herd,  with  a  pure 
blooded  sire.  In  1920  he  built  a  round  barn.  He  is  interested  in  everything 
that  pertains  to  the  progress  of  the  township,  especially  in  improved  methods 
of  transportation.  In  1917*  he  was  township  pathmaster,  and  in  1918  he  was 
patrolman  on  Highway  51,  winning  high  commendation  for  his  efficiency  and 
courtesy.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  popular  member  of  Almena  Lodge,  No.  5478, 
M.  W.  A.  He  attends  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

William  Scott,  retired  farmer,  Section  25,  east,  Chetek  Township,  is  an 
excellent  type  of  the  men  who  came  into  this  part  of  Wisconsin  four  decades 
ago,  to  assist  in  its  development,  and  to  establish  their  fortunes.  He  had 
strength  and  capacity  for  hard  work,  he  had  courage  and  ambition,  and  his 
never  failing  good  cheer,  his  sturdiness  of  character  and  his  kindliness  of 
temperament  have  won  him  friends  among  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in 
contact.  He  was  born  in  County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  Oct.  31,  1858,  the  son  of 
Joseph  and  Eliza  (Bleming)  Scott,  who  spent  the  span  of  their  years  in  that 
country.  In  the  family  there  was  one  other  child,  a  younger  brother,  Joshua. 
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William  was  reared  in  his  native  land,  attended  school  as  he  had  opportunity, 
and  learned  farming  from  his  father.  In  1881  he  came  to  the  United  States, 
and  located  at  Rio,  Columbia  County,  this  state,  where  he  started  work  to 
pay  back  the  money  he  had  borrowed  for  his  fare.  As  soon  as  he  was  able  he 
bought  a  farm,  and  for  a  while  kept  house  for  himself.  After  his  marriage, 
he  came  to  Barron  County,  Dec.  24,  1899,  and  settled  on  a  tract  of  160  acres  in 
Section  25,  east,  Chetek  township.  A  set  of  old  buildings  stood  on  the  place 
and  a  part  of  the  land  had  been  cleared.  He,  in  time,  erected  a  new  set  of 
buildings  and  developed  and  improved  the  land.  He  has  now  turned  the 
responsibility  of  the  place  over  to  his  son,  Kennedy  W.  Mr.  Scott  was  married 
in  Columbia  County,  on  March  ^6,  1896,  to  Florence  M.  Vining,  who  was 
born  in  January,  1872,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harrison  Vining.  She 
died  April  20,  1914,  leaving  two  children:  Kennedy  W.  and  Mary  E.  Kennedy 
W.,  born  in  Barron  County,  July  21,  1898,  is  one  of  the  popular  and  energetic 
young  men  of  the  neighborhood.  He  is  a  leader  among  the  young  people,  and 
he  is  working  hard  to  operate  the  farm  in  a  modern  and  successful  manner. 
May  E.,  born  July  12,  1903,  is  doing  well  with  her  studies  in  the  Chetek  High 
School. 

Rudolph  Muller,  an  influential  and  substantial  citizen  of  Alraena  Village, 
was  born  in  Pomerania,  Germany,  the  son  of  Carl  apd  Charlotte  (Richter) 
Muller,  the  former  of  whom  was  a  forest  warden.  In  the  family  there  were 
six  children:  Hermiene,  Richard,  Rudolph,  Carl,  Anna  and  Minnie.  Of  these 
Rudolph  was  the  only  one  who  came  to  this  country.  He  was  reared  and 
educated  in  his  native  land,  and  came  to  America  in  1883.  He  lived  a  while  at 
Minneapolis,  Minn.,  then  at  Wayzata,  Hennepin  County,  Minn.,  and  then  at 
Shakopee,  Scott  County,  Minn.  From  there  he  came  to  Barron  County  in 
1893,  and  located  on  160  acres  in  Section  1,  Alraena  Township.  There  he 
erected  a  log  cabin,  26  by  35  feet,  one  of  the  largest  ever  built  in  the  county. 
Its  size  made  it  one  of  the  centers  of  the  community,  and  in  it,  early  church 
services  were  held.  He  cleared  up  some  of  the  land,  and  started  farming. 
Later  he  sold  out,  and  bought  an  improved  place  of  80  acres  in  Section  26, 
to  which  he  later  added  80  acres  more.  He  had  been  there  but  a  short  time 
when  the  great  fire  swept  everything  away.  When  the  fierce  flames  ap¬ 
proached,  the  wife,  with  the  children,  Fred,  Lottie,  Paulina,  Rosa  and  Minnie, 
the  youngest  a  year  and  a  half  old,  made  their  way  through  the  blazing  woods, 
and  were  in  the  fire  region  all  day  and  night,  with  the  flames  all  around 
them.  All  one  night  they  searched  for  the  family  and  finally  found  them  in 
a  root  cellar,  with  the  family  of  a  neighbor,  Nels  Swanson,  Rosa  being  severely 
burned.  When  the  horror  was  over,  and  the  desolated  people  began  to  creep 
back  to  their  ravaged  property,  Mr.  Muller  and  his  family  put  up  two  crude 
sheds,  and  there  lived  until  they  could  get  a  house  erected.  They  had  lost 
everything,  but  their  loved  ones  were  still  together,  and  they  sat  to  work  with 
a  will  to  again  establish  their  fortunes.  They  put  up  a  good  set  of  buildings, 
and  developed  a  good  farm.  In  1915  they  sold  out  and  purchased  a  ten-acre 
tract  near  Almena,  where  the  son,  Rudolph  still  f  lives.  In  1920  they  retired 
and  moved  to  Almena  Village,  where  they  have  a  pleasant  home,  and  where 
they  are  spending  the  afternoon  of  life  in  tranquility  and  comfort.  Mr.  Muller 
is  at  present  serving  as  village  marshal.  At  various  times  he  has  been  road 
supervisor.  He  and  his  family  adhere  to  the  German  Lutheran  Church  at 
Almena,  of  which  he  has  ably  served  as  treasurer  for  a  quarter  of  a  century. 
Mr.  Muller  was  married  Nov.  10,  1886,  at  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  to  Marie 
Gierlich,  who  was  born  in  Leaf  land,  Russia,  June  22,  1861,  the  daughter  of 
Franz  and  Caroline  (Umrod)  Gierlich,  who  brought  their  three  children,  Fred, 
Caroline  and  Marie,  and  Mrs.  Gierlich’s  daughter,  Amelia  Sass  to  the  United 
States  in  1883,  and  located  at  Jordan,  Scott  County,  Minn.,  coming  to  Barron 
County  with  the  Muller  family  in  1893.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Muller  have  nine  chil¬ 
dren:  Fritz,  Charlotta,  Paulina,  Rudolph,  Rosa,  Minnie,  Elsie,  Arthur  and 
Ervine.  Fritz  (Fred)  is  a  liveryman  of  Almena.  Charlotta  (Lottie)  is  the 
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wife  of  Peter  G.  Reiter,  of  Almena.  Paulina  is  the  wife  of  Clyde  Forster,  of 
Jamestown,  N.  D.  Rosa  is  the  wife  of  L.  V.  Johnson,  a  Campia  banker. 
Rudolph  lives  in  Almena.  He  was  wounded  in  the  United  States  service  in 
France.  Minnie  is  the  wife  of  Eugene  Curtis,  of  Prairie  Farm,  Wis.  Elsie 
is  the  wife  of  Joshua  Buschy,  of  Waukesha,  this  state.  Arthur  is  at  home. 
Ervine  is  at  school. 

Peter  Christenson,  an  early  settler  of  the  southern  part  of  Dovre  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  Norway,  in  1827,  and  was  there  reared  and  educated.  As 
a  young  man  he  came  to  the  United  States,  and  worked  four  years  in  Wood- 
stock,  Ill.  Then  he  returned  to  Norway,  and  there  farmed  on  a  small  scale  for 
eight  years.  In  1866  he  once  more  came  to  the  United  States,  bringing  his 
wife,  Georgina  Enger,  who  was  born  in  1829,  and  two  children:  Nels,  now  of 
Dovre  Township,  and  Anna,  of  Los  Angeles,  Calif.  For  two  years,  they 
resided  in  Goodhue  County,  Minn.  Then  they  moved  to  Eau  Claire,  Wis., 
where  a  daughter,  Carrie,  was  born,  June  5,  1868.  In  that  year,  they  came  to 
Barron  County,  where  they  secured  160  acres  of  wild  land  in  Section  33,  Dovre 
Township,  on  which  he  erected  a  log  house  and  a  log  stable.  No  highways 
had  been  built,  and  the  main  routes  of  travel  were  the  “tote”  roads  of  the 
lumber  companies.  Mr.  Christenson  had  little  but  his  hands  and  some  small 
implements  with  which  to  farm.  In  a  few  months,  however,  he  secured  a  cow, 
and  in  time  had  an  ox  team.  He  often  walked  to  Eau  Claire  for  groceries  and 
flour,  dragging  them  back  on  a  hand  sled.  For  several  seasons,  he  worked  in 
the  lumber  woods  to  earn  enough  for  the  family  to  live  on  until  the  farm  be¬ 
came  productive.  He  was  a  man  of  rugged  strength  and  untiring  energy, 
never  ill,  and  he  endured  hard  work  and  privations  that  would  have  wrecked 
the  health  of  many  a  weaker  man.  His  wife  was  also  a  woman  of  courage  and 
fortitude.  Left  lone  with  the  children,  she  was  often  snowed  in  for  weeks  at 
a  time,  and  sometimes  for  months  she  saw  no  one  but  her  family.  As  time 
passed,  they  built  up  a  good  place.  Mr.  Christenson  served  as  treasurer  of  his 
school  board  for  many  years.  The  early  meetings  of  the  board  were  held 
in  a  lumber  camp  near  Barron.  He  opened  his  home  to  the  early  meetings 
of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  faith,  and  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  congrega¬ 
tion  in  Dovre  Township.  After  a  useful  life,  he  died  July  1,  1905.  His  wife 
died  April  14,  1906.  Two  more  children,  Hans,  now  on  the  old  homestead,  and 
Julia,  of  Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  were  born  in  Barron  County. 

Hans  Christenson,  an  influential  and  well-to-do  farmer  of  Section  33, 
Dovre  Township,  was  born  in  a  log  house  on  the  place  where  he  still  lives, 
Feb.  5,  1871,  the  son  of  Peter  and  Georgina  (Enger)  Christenson.  He  was 
reared  here,  learned  farming  from  his  father,  and  attended  the  district  school 
in  the  neighborhood.  When  he  was  of  age,  he  took  over  the  old  homestead, 
and  by  hard  work,  good  judgment,  and  careful  purchases,  added  to  his  hold¬ 
ings  until  he  owned  a  whole  section  of  land.  Then,  as  opportunity  offered,  he 
made  advantageous  sales  until  he  now  has  480  acres  left.  This  he  profitably 
farms,  making  a  specialty  of  Hereford  cattle.  He  is  regarded  as  one  of  the 
■  most  useful  men  in  the  community,  and  has  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all 
who  know  him.  He  has  a  pleasant  home,  presided  over  by  his  sister,  Carrie. 

Aslak  Thompson,  early  settler  and  prosperous  land-owner  of  Dunn 
County,  was  born  in  Telemarken,  Norway,  and  was  there  reared,  educated 
and  confirmed.  After  his  marriage,  he  and  his  wife,  Aasne,  continued  farm¬ 
ing.  In  the  spring  of  1879  they  came  to  America,  and  located  at  Stoughton, 
Wis.,  where  he  was  employed  on  the  farm  in  the  vicinity.  In  the  fall  of  1879 
they  came  to  Dunn  County,  and  here  took  a  homestead  of  160  acres  at  Pine 
Creek,  in  Wilson  Township.  Here  he  set  to  work  with  a  will,  built  a  log 
cabin  and  a  log  barn,  started  farming  operations,  and  in  time  succeeded  in 
clearing  50  acres.  In  1890  he  moved  his  family  onto  a  tract  of  160  acres  in 
Section  7,  Sand  Creek  township,  in  the  same  county,  which  in  1881  he  had 
purchased  from  Ole  Nerison.  In  1900  he  sold  60  acres  of  the  original  tract, 
*o  that  he  now  has  a  fine  place  of  260  acres.  The  sightly  modern  home  was 
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erected  in  1913,  the  barn  and  other  buildings  are  commodious  and  appropriate, 
the  place  is  well  fenced,  and  well  stocked  and  equipped,  and  everything  about 
the  place  bespeaks  the  thrift  and  good  judgment  of  the  owner  and  his  family. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thompson  have  a  fine  family  of  eight  children:  Nellie,  Edward 
A.,  Thomas,  Emma,  Christena,  Christian,  Lena  and  Selma.  Nellie  is  the  wife 
of  Peter  Stoker,  of  Dallas  Township.  Edward  A.  and  Thomas  are  prosperous 
farmers  of  Dovre  Township.  Emma  is  the  wife  of  John  Knutson,  of 
Dovre  Township.  Christena  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Swanson,  of  St.  Paul. 
Christian  is  associated  with  his  father  tm  the  home  farm.  Lena  is  the  wife 
of  Ernest  Wilson,  of  St.  Paul.  Selma  is  the  wife  of  Carl  Johnson,  of  St.  Paul. 
All  the  members  of  the  family  are  well  regarded  in  their  respective  com¬ 
munities. 

Thompson  Brothers,  Section  27,  Dovre  Township.  Edward  A.  and  Thomas 
Thompson,  modern,  progressive  and  prosperous  farmers,  were  born  in  Dunn 
County,  Wis.,  Nov.  30,  1879,  and  Oct.  19,  1881,  respectively,  the  sons  of  Aslak 
and  Aasne  Thompson,  early  settlers.  They  were  reared  in  their  native  county, 
attended  the  rural  schools,  learned  farming  from  their  father,  and  helped  him 
with  the  work  at  home  until  1901.  In  that  year  they  came  to  Barron  County, 
and  settled  on  160  acres  in  Dovre  Township,  which  they  had  purchased  the 
previous  year.  To  this  tract  they  have  since  added  until  they  now  own  in  all 
400  acres,  located  in  Sections  21,  22,  27  and  28,  Dovre  Township,  of  which 
160  acres  are  under  cultivation.  When  they  first  came  here,  they  moved  into  a 
small  log  house  which  was  standing  on  the  original  purchase.  In  1912  they 
built  a  modern  frame  house  of  nine  rooms  and  in  1915  a  frame  barn  36  by  74 
feet,  with  14-foot  posts,  and  a  full  cement  block  basement.  The  barn  is 
furnished  with  Louden  equipment.  Here  the  brothers  successfully  carry  on 
general  farming  along  the  latest  approved  lines.  They  have  the  best  of  tools, 
implements  and  machinery,  they  keep  well  abreast  of  the  times,  and  are 
demonstrating  by  their  success  the  possibilities  of  Barron  County  farming. 
Their  herd  consists  of  some  thirty  head  of  high  grade  and  full  blooded  cattle, 
headed  by  a  full  blooded  Holstein  sire.  Both  young  men  are  highly  regarded 
and  are  real  leaders  in  their  community.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the 
Norwegian  Lutheran  Church.  Thomas  Thompson  was  married  at  Sand  Creek, 
July  2,  1907,  to  Emelia  Thompson,  daughter  of  Paul  and  Julia  Thompson, 
natives  of  Norway,  and  early  settlers  of  Dallas.  Paul  and  Julia  Thompson 
have  nine  children:  Norman,  Oscar,  Arthur,  William,  Clarance,  Emelia, 
Mamie,  Alice  and  Edith.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thompson  have  three  bright  sons, 
Lyndon,  Joseph  and  Philip. 

Ole  L.  Larson,  an  enterprising  and  modern  farmer  of  Section  6,  east, 
Dovre.  Township,  is  one  of  the  real  leaders  of  the  community.  He  was  born 
in  Sweden,  Jan.  7,  1867,  the  son  of  Lars  and  Hannah  Olson,  the  former  of 
whom  died  in  that  country  some  years  ago,  and  the  latter  of  whom 
died  there  April  24,  1921,  at  the  good  old  age  of  81  years.  A  daughter 
and  two  sons  still  live  in  Sweden,  while  Ole  L.  and  two  sisters  came  to  the 
United  States.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  Sweden,  and  as  a 
young  man  set  out  for  the  United  States.  He  landed  at  Boston,  Mass.,  May 
4,  1888,  and  from  there  came  to  Chicago,  Ill.  From  there  he  went  to  Dekalb, 
in  the  same  state,  and  entered  the  employ  of  the  American  Wire  &  Steel  Co. 
His  next  location  was  at  Waukegan,  Ill.  In  1902,  he  came  to  Barron  County. 
Here  he  purchased  120  acres  in  Dovre  Township,  which  was  all  wild  and 
covered  with  brush.  He  moved  onto  a  rented  farm  in  the  neighborhood,  and 
while  operating  that,  devoted  his  time  to  developing  his  own  place,  where  he 
now  lives,  and  which  is  as  good  a  farm  as  is  to  be  found  in  the  neighborhood. 
The  modern  eight-room  house  is  a  model  of  its  kind  in  every  particular,  with 
running  hot  and  cold  water,  bath,  furnace,  electric  lights  and  other  con¬ 
veniences.  It  was  erected  in  1920.  The  barn,  built  in  1916,  is  also  of  modern 
structure,  34  by  60  feet,  with  cement  floor,  patent  stanchions,  and  other  equip¬ 
ment.  The  whole  place  bespeaks  the  good  judgment,  good  taste  and  hard  work 
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of  the  owner.  Mr.  Larson  is  indeed  a  splendid  example  of  what  may  be 
accomplished  by  courage,  ability  and  industry.  In  early  youth  he  made  up  his 
mind  that  he  was  sometime  to  own  a  pleasant  home,  amid  pleasant  surround¬ 
ings,  and  every  effort  has  been  bent  to  that  purpose.  He  is  a  man  of  good 
nature,  and  genial  temperament,  a  worthy  husband  and  an  affectionate  father, 
a  jovial  companion  and  a  loyal  friend.  His  home,  situated  on  a  pleasant  rise 
of  land,  and  constituting  one  of  the  land  marks  of  the  community,  is  always 
open  and  he  and  his  good  wife  delight  in  maintaining  hospitality  for  their 
friends  and  their  children’s  friends.  Mr.  Larson  was  married  Dec.  8,  1900,  at 
Waukegan,  Ill.,  to  Mrs.  Marie  Turnquist,  who  was  born  in  Sweden,  May  11, 
1872,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Kajsa  Berg,  and  came  to  the  United  States  in 
1888.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Larson  have  four  children:  George,  born  Sept.  24,  1902; 
Albert,  born  May  30,  1904;  Louise,  born  Jan.  11,  1907,  and  Harry  Ivan,  born 
Dec.  22,  1914.  By  a  previous  marriage  to  August  Turnquist,  Mrs.  Larson  has 
two  sons,  Herbert  and  Gustave  Philip.  Herbert  served  in  the  navy  ten  years. 
For  four  years  he  was  with  the  Atlantic  fleet,  and  four  years  with  the  Pacific 
fleet,  and  during  the  World  War  he  was  gunner  on  a  torpedo  boat.  He  was 
rescued  from  the  coast  survey  boat,  the  U.  S.  S.  “Isis”  off  the  coast  of  Florida, 
in  February,  1920.  He  is  now  in  the  coast  service  on  Lake  Michigan  between 
Waukegan  and  Chicago.  Gustave  Philip,  who  is  known  as  Philip  Larson, 
served  overseas  for  11  months.  He  was  inducted  into  the  United  States 
service.  Sept.  19,  1917,  and  trained  at  Camp  Grant,  Rockford,  Ill.  He  sailed 
Aug.  18,  1918,  and  arrived  at  La  Havre,  France,  Oct.  2,  1918.  On  July  5, 
he  was  made  corporal  in  Co.  F,  341st  Infantry,  86th  Division.  March  15,  he 
was  transferred  to  Co.  A,  544th  Engineer  Corps,  and  was  made  sergeant.  On 
Jan.  1,  1919,  he  was  transferred  with  the  same  rank  from  Co.  F,  341st 
Infantry,  86th  Division.  He  was  returned  to  the  States  on  the  Koningin  der 
Nerderlanden,  landed  at  Norfolk,  Va.,  July  7,  1919,  and  was  discharged  at 
Camp  Grant,  July  23. 

James  Burton  was  born  in  Rush  County,  Ind.,  the  son  of  Leonard  Burton, 
who  was  born  in  Lincolnshire,  England,  and  settled  in  Rush  County,  Ind.,  in 
1815,  where  he  developed  a  farm,  and  where  he  also  helped  in  the  original 
construction  of  the  Wabash  and  Erie  Canal.  James  was  reared  in  his  native 
county  and  as  a  young  man  married  Maria  Jackman,  who  was  born  in  Virginia, 
but  who  was  also  reared  in  that  county.  In  1848,  they  moved  to  Fulton 
County,  Ind.,  where  they  farmed  for  several  years,  going  from  there  to 
Plymouth,  Ind.,  in  1865.  They  came  to  Barron  County  in  1878  and  bought  160 
acres  of  wild  railroad  land  in  Maple  Grove  Township.  Although  over  three 
score  years,  Mr.  Burton  cleared  this  land,  erected  good  buildings,  and  de¬ 
veloped  an  excellent  farm.  In  the  family  there  were  four  children:  Richard 
A.,  of  Cameron;  James  E.  of  Barron;  Mary  E.,  widow  of  Julius  Amundson,  and 
Levi  T.,  of  Cameron. 

Richard  A.  Burton,  station  agent  at  Cameron,  is  one  of  the  veteran  rail¬ 
road  men  of  the  state.  He  was  born  in  Rochester,  Ind.,  July  11,  1854,  son  of 
James  and  Maria  (Jackman)  Burton,  with  whom  he  moved  to  Plymouth,  Ind., 
in  1866,  and  to  Barron  county,  this  state,  in  1878.  As  a  youth  he  received  a 
district  and  High  School  education.  This  he  supplemented  with  a  com¬ 
mercial  course  in  the  Holbrook  National  Normal  school  at  Lebanon,  Ohio. 
With  this  preparation  he  became  an  instructor,  teaching  the  regular  district 
school  studies  in  the  day  time,  and  giving  lessons  in  penmanship  in  various 
districts  in  the  evening.  After  coming  to  Wisconsin,  he  taught  one  year  at 
Wilson  and  three  years  at  Clayton.  The  last  year  he  spent  at  Clayton  he 
learned  the  art  of  telegraphy.  Aug.  1,  1882,  he  was  placed  on  the  books  of  the 
“Omaha”  as  relief  agent.  Sept.  25,  1882,  he  was  assigned  to  duty  as  station 
agent  at  Cameron,  then  the  end  of  the  road.  In  this  capacity  he  has  since  re¬ 
mained.  In  1884,  when  the  “Soo”  line  was  put  through,  Mr.  Burton  was 
given  a  similar  position  with  that  company,  which  employment  he  likewise 
retains.  For  some  time  during  the  construction  of  the  “Soo”  Cameron  was 
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the  supply  point  for  a  considerable  stretch  east  and  west,  and  Mr.  Burton  as 
supply  agent  handled  all  the  steel  and  other  supplies.  For  some  years  he 
did  the  work  alone,  but  the  business  has  so  increased  that  a  force  of  nine 
men  is  now  required.  In  the  earlier  days  Mr.  Burton  was  very  active  in  public 
life,  and  served  as  town  treasurer  and  as  a  member  of  the  school  board. 
Fraternally  he  belongs  to  the  Blue  Lodge,  Chapter  and  Eastern  Star  of  the 
Masons,  and  the  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Modern  Woodmen,-  being  one  of  the 
oldest  Woodmen  in  the  country.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Veteran  Associa¬ 
tions  both  of  the  “Omaha”  and  the  “Soo.”  Mr.  Burton  was  married  at  Wilson, 
Wis.,  April  9,  1879,  to  Partha  Stockman,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Jane 
(McKibben)  Stockman,  natives  of  Indiana,  who  came  to  Wilson  in  1875,  and 
there  engaged  in  farming  until  1895,  when  they  moved  to  Lincoln,  Neb., 
where  they  both  died.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burton  have  three  children:  James  E., 
Fred  A.  and  Richard  R.  James  E.  is  operator  and  ticket  agent  for  the  Chi¬ 
cago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul,  at  Milwaukee.  Fred  A.  is  a  conductor  on  the 
“Omaha”  with  headquarters  at  Spooner,  Wis.  Richard  R.  is  a  clerk  in  the 
railroad  office  at  Cameron. 

Julius  E.  Olson,  manager  at  Cameron  for  the  C.  A.  Carlson  Cheese  Co., 
is  one  of  the  active  men  of  the  place  and  is  well  known  in  village  and  country. 
He  is  a  thorough  business  man,  and  in  addition  to  being  well  equipped 
by  nature  for  his  position,  is  a  cheese  expert,  familiar  with  every  department 
of  dairying,  in  farm,  factory  and  store.  He  is  a  native  of  this  county,  born  in 
Cedar  Lake  Township,  Sept.  13,  1884,  son  of  John  J.  and  Lena  (Olson)  Olson, 
natives  respectively  of  Columbia  County  and  La  Crosse  County,  both  in  this 
state.  The  father  came  to  Barron  County  in  1879,  settled  in  Cedar  Lake 
Township,  was  there  married,  and  there  successfully  farmed  until  1919,  when 
he  retired  and  moved  to  Rice  Lake.  In  the  family  there  were  ten  children: 
Clara,  Julius,  Carl,  Thomas,  Claudina  and  Alvina  (twins),  Leonard  and 
Llewlyn  all  living  in  Barron  County,  and  Inga  and  Elmer,  deceased.  Julius 
was  reared  on  the  home  farm,  attended  district  school,  and  remained  with  his 
parents  until  1902.  Then  he  started  cheese  making.  After  working  one  year 
in  his  own  town  and  five  years  in  New  Richmond,  this  state,  he  attended  the 
Minnesota  Dairy  School  at  St.  Paul.  Then  he  had  charge  of  the  cheese  factory 
of  the  Campia  Cheese  Co.,  at  Campia,  this  county,  three  years,  and  of  the 
butter  and  cheese  factory  of  the  New  Richmond  Cheese  &  Dairy  Co.  at  New 
Richmond  for  a  similar  period.  He  came  to  Cameron  and  assumed  the  duties 
of  his  present  position  in  1919.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the  Odd 
Fellows’  Lodge  and  Encampment  at  New  Richmond.  Mr.  Olson  was  married 
at  New  Richmond,  June  13,  1913,  to  Emma  Nelson,  daughter  of  Christ  and 
Caroline  Nelson.  Christ  Nelson  was  born  in  Darlington,  Wis.  His  wife 
Caroline  was  born  in  Norway,  and  was  brought  to  this  country  by  her  parents 
in  infancy.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nelson  have  farmed  for  many  years  on  Star  Prairie, 
Alden  Township,  this  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Olson  have  three  bright  children, 
Ruth  and  Reva  (twins)  and  Leonora. 

Levi  T.  Burton,  extensive  potato  buyer  of  Cameron,  was  born  in  Fulton 
County,  Ind.,  June  23,  1860,  son  of  James  and  Maria  Burton,  both  natives  of 
that  state,  who  came  to  Barron  County  in  1877  and  engaged  in  farming  in 
Maple  Grove  Township,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  both 
the  parents  being  now  deceased.  In  the  family  there  were  four  children:  J. 
Edward,  Richard  A.,  Emma,  widow  of  Julius  Amundson,  and  Levi  T.  Levi  T. 
attended  the  public  schools  of  his  native  county,  came  to  Barron  county  with 
his  parents,  at  seventeen  years,  and  remained  with  them  assisting  in  de¬ 
veloping  their  farm,  for  some  years.  For  a  while  he  worked  in  sawmills  in 
Clayton  and  Turtle  Lake.  In  1884  he  became  assistant  station  agent  at  the 
old  village  of  Cameron  for  the  Chicago,  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  &  Omaha  Rail¬ 
way.  Later  he  moved  to  the  new  village,  and  for  nine  years  was  operator  and 
bill  clerk  there  for  the  same  railroad.  Then  for  three  years  he  was  train 
agent,  looking  after  small  stations  where  there  was  no  local  agent.  In  1896 
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he  formed  a  partnership  with  M.  C.  Howard  in  buying  horses.  He  took  up  his 
present  business  as  a  potato  buyer  in  1898.  He  has  been  successful  in  this 
line,  and  has  the  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  has  dealings.  His  holdings 
include  stock  in  the  State  Bank  of  Cameron,  the  Canton  Farmers’  Telephone 
Co.,  and  the  Chippewa  Falls  Silver  Fox  Farm.  In  public  affairs  he  has  "been 
a  member  of  the  village  board  for  twelve  years.  Fraternally  he  belongs  to  the 
Odd  Fellows  and  the  Modern  Woodmen.  He  was  married  at  Cameron,  in  1892, 
to  Genie  Frederickson,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lars  Frederickson,  both  now 
deceased.  In  the  family  there  were  seven  children,  of  whom  there  are  now  liv¬ 
ing  five:  Ole,  Martin,  Christine,  Fredericka,  wife  of  Ole  Jorstad,  of  Cameron, 
and  Genie,  wife  of  Levi  T.  Burton. 

Edward  William  Koepp,  iron  worker,  wood  worker  and  farmer,  has  a  well 
equipped  establishment  in  Cameron,  where  he  does  general  blacksmithing, 
general  repairing  and  gas  welding,  and  in  dull  seasons  manufactures  sleighs 
which  are  in  wide  demand.  He  also  has  the  local  agency  for  the  De  Lavall 
Cream  Separator.  He  was  born  in  Baraboo,  Sauk  County,  this  state,  Dec.  21, 
1894,  son  of  Albert  and  Fredericka  (Nearlich)  Koepp.  The  father  was  born 
near  Berlin,  Prussia,  Germany,  and  as  a  young  man  was  coachman  for  a  noble 
family  there.  Upon  coming  to  the  United  States  he  settled  first  near  Baraboo, 
Sauk  County,  Wis.  In  1902  he  came  to  Barron  County,  and  for  many  years  was 
engaged  in  the  machinery  business  at  Barron  City.  He  is  now  on  a  good  farm 
of  80  acres  in  Barron  Township.  Of  the  twelve  children  in  the  family  there 
are  now  living  nine:  Edward,  Ernest,  George,  Albert,  Leonard,  Theodore, 
Arthur,  Dorothy  and  Clara.  Edward  came  to  Barron  County  as  a  boy,  attended 
school  in  Barron  Township,  and  helped  his  parents  at  home.  As  a  young  man 
he  was  employed  as  a  farmer  and  learned  the  carpenter’s  and  blacksmith’s 
trades.  He  came  to  Cameron  and  opened  his  present  establishment  March  17, 
1919.  He  is  a  well  known  citizen  and  has  served  the  village  as  marshal.  Fra¬ 
ternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen.  Mr.  Koepp  was  married  April 
11,  1916,  at  Barron,  to  Leta  Hover,  one  of  six  children,  all  living,  of  Homer 
M.  and  Christie  (Cox)  Hover,  pioneer  farmers  in  Barron  Township,  Barron 
County. 

Knut  O.  Lofgren,  a  substantial  and  sturdy  blacksmith  of  Cameron,  was 
born  in  Sweden,  Jan.  26,  1873,  son  of  Gustave  and  Charlotte  Lofgren.  The 
father,  who  was  also  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  spent  his  whole  life  in  Sweden.  In 
the  family  there  were  six  children.  Alfred,  Charles,  Ludwig,  Alma  and  Knut 
live  in  the  United  States,  and  Sven  is  dead.  Knut  0.  was  reared  in  his  native 
land,  attended  school  and  learned  blacksmithing  from  his  father.  He  came  to 
the  United  States  in  1891  and  settled  at  Stanton,  Iowa,  where  he  followed  his 
trade.  In  1901  he  came  to  Barron  County,  and  after  conducting  an  establish¬ 
ment  at  Chetek  for  two  years  opened  his  present  shop  in  1903.  He  is  an  expert 
at  his  business,  he  has  a  good  trade  and  his  nearly  twenty  years’  residence  in 
the  county  has  given  him  an  excellent  reputation  for  probity  and  worth.  Mr. 
Lofgren  was  married  at  Cameron  to  Jennie  Forseth,  daughter  of  Evan  and 
Stina  Forseth,  natives  of  Norway,  who  came  to  this  country  as  young  people 
and  here  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lofgren  have  five 
children:  Loleta,  Cornelius,  Glen,  Charlotte  and  Constance,  all  at  home. 

Daniel  W.  Connors,  popular  restaurant  man  of  Cameron,  was  born  in  Maine 
in  1863,  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Isabelle  (Downs)  Connors.  The  father  was 
born  in  Canada,  and  there  married  the  mother,  a  native  of  Scotland.  After 
their  marriage  they  went  to  Maine  for  a  few  years.  Then  for  some  years  they 
lived  at  Campbelton,  Canada.  They  came  to  the  United  States  again  in  1880 
and  located  in  Eau  Claire  in  this  state,  where  the  father  was  identified  with 
the  lumber  industry,  In  1900  they  moved  to  Seattle,  Wash.,  where  he  died  in 
1913  and  she  in  1918.  In  the  family  there  were  ten  children :  Daniel  W.,  David, 
Marian,  Annabelle,  Ruth  and  Naomi,  living,  and  Thomas,  Michael,  Isabelle  and 
James,  deceased.  Daniel  W.  came  to  Eau  Claire  with  his  parents,  as  a  youth, 
and  for  twenty  winters  was  employed  by  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  in  the  woods  and 
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on  river  drives,  spending  the  intervening  summers  in  farm  work.  During  this 
time,  much  of  his  work  was  in  Barron  County.  His  first  trip  here  was  in  1882, 
when  he  helped  to  break  land  on  the  site  of  Old  Cameron.  In  1900  he  went  to 
Marquette,  Mich.  For  thirteen  years  he  was  employed  by  E.  I.  Dupont  and  for 
six  years  he  operated  a  hotel  for  the  “South  Shore”  Railroad.  In  the  fall  of 
1919  he  came  to  Cameron  and  purchased  his  present  restaurant  from  the  Bank 
of  Cameron.  He  does  a  good  business,  serves  meals  at  all  hours  and  sells  ice 
cream,  soft  drinks,  confectionery  and  tobacco.  He  has  built  up  a  good  trade 
by  good  service  and  stands  well  throughout  the  community.  Fraternally,  he  is 
a  member  of  the  Masonic  order.  Mr.  Connors  was  married  at  Cameron,  Sept.  9, 

1896,  to  Bertha  Pieper,  daughter  of  William  and  Wilhelmina  Pieper,  early  set¬ 
tlers  of  Cameron.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Connors  have  two  children :  Esther  and  Willis. 
Esther  is  a  teacher  in  the  Cameron  High  School.  Willis  is  a  railroad  man.  He 
enlisted  in  the  World  War  at  Marquette  and  served  in  the  radio  service  for 
six  months. 

James  W.  Hickok,  retired  farmer  of  Cameron,  was  born  in  Winnebago 
County,  Wis.,  Nov.  28,  1859,  son  of  Thomas  W.  and  Lamira  (Hart)  Hickok. 
He  came  to  Barron  County  with  his  parents  when  he  was  twelve  years  of 
age,  and  for  some  years  attended  school  winters  while  helping  on  the  farm 
summers.  When  his  father  died  in  1883,  he  took  charge  of  the  home  farm 
of  80  acres  and  in  time  added  another  80,  making  a  good  place  of  160  acres. 
He  made  many  improvements,  and  there  carried  on  general  farming  for  many 
years.  He  was  a  hard  working  man,  highly  esteemed  in  the  neighborhood,  and 
won  a  high  place  among  his  fellow  men.  His  judgment  was  always  respected 
and  his  advice  often  sought.  For  some  years  he  did  good  work  as  a  member 
of  the  school  board  and  proved  himself  as  a  friend  of  education.  In  the  spring 
of  1920  he  retired  and  moved  to  the  village  of  Cameron,  where  he  now  makes 
his  home.  He  still  operates  a  part  of  his  farm.  He  has  sold  eighty  acres  and 
rents  the  remainder  of  the  other  eighty. 

Thomas  W.  Hickok  was  born  in  Ohio,  was  there  reared,  and  there  learned 
the  blacksmith  trade.  He  came  to  Wisconsin  in  the  early  fifties  and  opened 
a  blacksmith  shop  in  Winneconne,  Winnebago  County,  this  state.  In  the  early 
seventies  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  located  on  a  tract  of  land  in  section 
16,  Stanley  Township.  To  the  development  of  this  farm  he  devoted  some  of 
his  attention,  but  gave  the  greater  part  of  his  time  to  operating  a  blacksmith 
shop  which  he  established  on  the  farm,  and  to  logging.  People  came  to  his 
farm  to  have  work  done  from  miles  away.  There  were  then  few  settlers  in 
this  part  of  the  county.  About  the  only  activity  was  the  logging  operations 
of  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  Provisions  were  freighted  to  the  camps  by  team  from 
Eau  Claire,  and  at  the  camps  the  settlers  could  sometimes  buy  supplies.  Mr. 
Hickok  remained  on  his  farm  until  his  death  in  1883.  He  married  Lamira 
Hart,  descended  from  one  of  the  oldest  New  England  families.  They  had  ten 
children.  Safrona  is  the  widow  of  Winfield  Fay,  of  Minneapolis.  Flora  is  the 
wife  of  Ole  Frederickson,  of  Rochester,  Minn.  James  W.  is  a  retired  farmer 
of  Cameron.  Susan,  George,  Jesse,  Cecelia  and  three  unnamed  infants  are 
dead.  Mrs.  Hickok  died  in  1889.  Mr.  Hickok  was  married  at  Rice  Lake,  Nov. 
24,  1889,  to  Addie  Davis,  the  daughter  of  Jefferson  Davis  of  Virginia.  By  this 
union  there  were  three  children,  Thomas  J.,  Henry  W.  and  Alvin.  Mrs.  Addie 
Hickok  died  in  1895  at  the  age  of  30  years.  Mr.  Hickok  was  married  April  26, 

1897,  to  Martha  Olson,  daughter  of  George  and  Tena  Olson,  natives  of  Nor¬ 
way.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  seven  children:  Ernest,  Raymond, 
Morris,  Gladys,  William,  Alma  (deceased)  and  Clarence  (deceased).  Thomas 
J.  Hickok  was  born  Nov.  14,  1890,  in  Barron  County,  Wis.  When  the  World 
War  was  in  progress  he  was  inducted  into  the  United  States  service,  becoming 
a  member  of  Company  L,  54th  Pioneer  Infantry,  and  saw  service  overseas.  He 
was  in  the  Army  of  Occupation.  Henry  W.  Hickok,  born  in  Barron  County, 
July  14,  1892,  was  in  war  service  several  months,  training  at  Camp  Grant. 
Alvin  J.  Hickok,  born  in  Barron  County,  April  13,  1896,  was  in  the  navy  for 
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about  a  year,  doing  transport  duty  on  the  “Mt.  Vernon”  and  the  “Kentucky.” 
Ernest  G.  Hickok,  born  in  Barron  County,  Jan.  30,  1898,  is  now  a  marine  in 
the  65th  Company,  Eighth  Regiment,  and  is  at  present  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands. 

Joseph  F.  Drost,  a  miller  of  Cameron  and  former  chief  of  the  Cameron 
fire  department,  was  born  in  Austria,  Jan.  15,  1874,  son  of  Francis  and  Mary 
Drost,  both  of  whom  spent  the  span  of  their  years  in  Austria,  where  thd 
father  was  a  blacksmith.  Three  of  the  six  children  in  the  family  live 
in  Austria,  and  two  are  dead.  Joseph  F.  was  reared  to  boyhood  in 
Austria,  and  attended  the  public  schools.  In  1888  he  came  to  America  with 
his  grandfather,  Franz  Drost,  settled  in  Rice  Lake,  and  for  one  winter  attended 
school  to  learn  English.  Then  for  some  years  he  worked  in  the  lumbering 
industry.  With  this  preparation  he  became  the  manufacturer  of  handles  for 
tools,  opening  his  establishment  at  Haugen,  and  a  year  later  moving  it  to 
Cameron,  where  he  conducted  it  for  thirteen  years.  Then  he  sold  out  and 
took  his  present  position  with  Edward  Ludwig.  The  mill  does  a  general  grist 
business,  grinding  wheat,  buckwheat,  corn  and  rye.  For  some  years,  Mr.  Drost 
served  as  trustee  of  the  village  and  he  was  a  most  efficient  chief  of  the  fire 
department.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen.  Mr.  Drost 
Was  married  in  1901  at  Rice  Lake,  to  Mary  Schlessinger,  daughter  of  Martin 
and  Barbara  Schlessinger,  natives  of  Austria.  This  union  has  been  blessed 
with  seven  children:  Joseph,  Mary,  Francis  M.,  Eleanor,  John  H.,  Barbara 
and  Albert  M.  All  are  at  home.  Joseph  assists  his  father  in  the  mill. 

Anton  Holman,  contractor  and  builder,  Cameron,  was  born  in  Norway, 
June  4,  1881,  the  son  of  John  and  Mary  Holman,  and  was  brought  to  America 
when  he  was  a  year  and  a  half  old.  He  was  reared  in  Cameron,  and  early 
became  interested  in  woodworking.  For  fifteen  years  he  operated  a  handle 
factory  at  Cameron.  Then  he  became  a  contractor  and  builder.  He  is  a  good 
workman  and  a  conscientious  estimator,  and  the  buildings  which  he  has 
erected  are  all  testimonials  to  his  skill  and  fidelity.  He  has  erected  many  of 
the  best  houses  and  barns  in  this  vicinity  and  his  services  are  greatly  in 
demand.  Mr.  Holman  was  married  at  Cameron  on  April  9,  1902,  to  Hannah 
Gusta  Lempke,  who  was  born  at  Cameron  on  Aug.  8,  1884,  the  daughter  of 
Albertine  Ott  and  Herman  Lempke.  The  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holman  has 
been  blessed  with  seven  children:  Raymond,  Walter,  Vernon,  Harland,  Harris, 
Adaline  and  Eugene.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church. 

Joseph  Leisz,  cheese  maker  for  the  Cameron  Cheese  Co.,  was  born  on  the 
Atlantic  Ocean,  May  5,  1892,  the  son  of  John  and  Agnes  Leisz,  who  were  then 
on  their  way  from  Germany.  They  came  to  Barron  County,  and  settled  in 
Turtle  Lake,  where  the  father  is  still  living,  and  where  the  mother  died. 
Joseph  ,  was  reared  on  the  farm,  attended  the  district  school  and  learned 
dairying  and  agriculture  from  his  father.  For  a  while  he  worked  in  the 
factory  of  the  Pioneer  Cheese  Co.  at  Turtle  Lake  and  in  the  factory  of  the 
Clayton  Cheese  Co.  at  Clayton,  in  Polk  County.  In  this  employment  he  became 
much  interested  in  cheese  and  butter  making,  and  decided  to  perfect  himself 
in  its  science.  Accordingly,  in  the  winter  of  1913-14  he  took  the  dairy  course 
in  the  University  of  Wisconsin  at  Madison.  That  summer  he  entered  the 
employ  of  the  Clover  Leaf  Equity  Cheese  Factory  in  Bear  Lake  Township, 
this  county,  and  did  good  work  for  that  concern  for  several  years.  Dec.  22, 
1919,  he  came  to  Cameron,  and  on  Jan.  1,  1920,  assumed  the  duties  of  his 
present  position.  He  is  an  expert  in  his  line,  and  knows  the  business  from 
the  time  the  cows  are  fed  in  the  field  until  the  time  the  butter  and  cheese  are 
placed  on  the  table.  He  is  popular  in  the  community  and  has  the  respect  and 
liking  of  all  who  know  him.  Mr.  Leisz  was  married  Oct.  5,  1915,  to  Elizabeth 
Thome,  who  was  born  in  Bear  Lake  Township,  this  county,  May  30,  1887,  the 
daughter  of  Peter  and  Margaret  (Lejune)  Thome,  natives  of  Germany,  who 
settled  in  Bear  Lake  Township  in  the  early  eighties.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leisz  have 
two  children :  Frederick,  born  Nov.  1,  1917,  and  Catherine,  born  April  21,  1919. 

William  Parker  Townsend,  sawmill  operator  and  expert  mechanical  worker 
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of  Cameron,  was  born  at  Tipton,  Ind.,  Aug.  26,  1873,  the  son  of  John  and 
Esther  (Henry)  Townsend,  both  descended  from  old  American  families  of 
Scotch  and  English  ancestry.  In  1879,  the  family,  then  consisting  of  the 
father  and  mother  and  two  children,  William  Parker  and  Luella,  came  to 
Barron  County  and  settled  on  80  acres  of  wild  land  in  section  24,  Maple  Grove 
Township.  The  father  erected  a  log  cabin  and  started  to  clear  the  land.  He 
had  few  tools  and  no  machinery  and  no  draft  animals,  and  most  of  the  hard 
work  must  be  done  by  hand.  The  second  winter  he  managed  to  get  a  cow. 
Later  he  secured  a  yoke  of  oxen,  but  it  was  ten  years  before  he  could  get  a 
span  of  horses.  He  worked  early  and  late,  assisted  by  his  family,  and  in  time 
achieved  success.  He  and  his  wife  were  especially  interested  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  They  helped  to  erect  the  first  church  of  that  denomination 
in  Maple  Grove  Township,  and  were  faithful  supporters  of  it  the  remainder 
of  their  lives.  Both  parents  are  now  dead.  Two  children,  Edgar  and  Bertha, 
were  born  in  this  county.  William  P.  grew  to  manhood  on  the  farm.  He  early- 
displayed  his  mechanical  bent,  and  became  an  expert  machinist.  He  has 
worked  in  sawmills  and  on  threshing  machines  in  Wisconsin  and  Minnesota 
and  has  been  in  charge  of  the  Townsend  mill  at  Cameron  since  1920.  Mr. 
Townsend  was  married,  Dec.  31,  1912,  to  Birdiena  McNeal,  who  was  born  in 
Dunn  County,  this  state,  July  18,  1886,  the  daughter  of  David  and  Anna  Bar¬ 
bara  McNeal,  natives  of  Ohio,  who  settled  in  Dunn  County  in  the  early  days, 
took  up  wild  land  there,  erected  a  log  cabin,  and  with  this  beginning  developed 
a  good  farm.  Mr.  McNeal  lives  on  the  home  farm  and  Mrs.  McNeal  is  dead. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Townsend  have  two  children :  Ruby,  born  in  Cass  County,  Minn., 
April  23,  1914,  and  John,  born  in  Barron  County,  Wis.,  April  14,  1916.  David 
McNeal,  father  of  Mrs.  Townsend,  was  born  in  Gallia  County,  Ohio,  April  6, 
1861,  and  was  married  in  Ohio,  Jan.  16,  1874,  to  Anna  Barbara  Sims,  who  was 
born  in  Gallia  County,  Ohio,  Nov.  26,  1847.  In  the  fall  of  1878  he  and  his  wife 
set  out  for  Wisconsin  in  a  covered  wagon  drawn  by  a  team  of  horses,  and 
after  arriving  in  this  state  settled  in  Wilson  Township,  Dunn  County.  There 
they  lived  for  many  years  and  there  Mr.  McNeal  finally  passed  away,  on  Feb. 
10,  1920.  His  widow  is  now  living  in  Dallas  Township,  Barron  County.  Their 
children  were:  Harley  Edward,  born  March  28,  1880;  Nathan,  born  Sept.  29, 
1881,  and  Birdiena,  born  July  18,  1886. 

August  Frederick  Herman  Bayer,  retired  farmer  of  Cameron,  was  born 
in  Germany,  May  13,  1868,  the  son  of  Carl  and  Caroline  Bayer,  who  brought 
their  family,  consisting  of  August  F.  H.  and  Henrietta,  to  America  in  1882, 
and  took  up  their  home  with  the  family  of  Fritz  Henpel  of  Stanley  Township, 
Barron  County.  August  F.  H.  started  work  for  the  Knapp  Stout  &  Co.,  being 
employed  in  the  woods  in  the  winter  time  and  on  their  farm  in  tha  summer 
time.  In  1886  he  bought  a  tract  of  eighty  acres  in  Stanley  Township.  Two 
acres  of  this  had  been  broken,  and  a  small  frame  house  and  log  barn  had 
been  erected.  He  moved  into  this  place  with  his  bride  and  they  started  together 
to  carve  their  fortunes.  That  fall  they  bought  a  cow.  They  also  had  a  few 
chickens,  so  now  they  were  supplied  with  milk,  butter  and  eggs.  In  time  they 
secured  a  yoke  of  oxen.  But  one  of  these  was  drowned  in  the  creek,  and  for 
a  time  they  had  to  get  along  with  but  one.  Later  they  bought  a  pair  of  horses. 
At  first  he  had  few  tools.  The  clearing  of  the  land  was  hard  work.  But  he 
toiled  early  and  late,  and  in  time  developed  a  good  place.  He  put  up  good 
buildings,  fenced  the  land  and  purchased  machinery  to  replace  the  cradle 
with  which  he  had  originally  harvested  his  wheat.  In  all  his  undertakings  his 
wife  was  a  faithful  helpmeet.  She  looked  after  the  household  duties  and 
made  much  of  the  clothing  for  the  family.  She  did  spinning  and  weaving  and 
made  mittens,  socks  and  jackets  to  keep  her  loved  ones  warm  and  comfort¬ 
able.  In  1904,  after  nineteen  years  on  the  farm,  they  sold  out  and  bought  half 
a  section  in  Maple  Grove  Township.  This  they  operated  until  the  wife's  health 
began  to  fail,  when,  in  1913  they  sold  out  and  moved  to  Cameron.  Here  Mrs. 
Bayer  died  Aug.  16,  1918.  She  was  a  good  wife  and  loving  mother  and  kindly 
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and  generous  neighbor,  and  her  loss  is  sincerely  mourned.  Before  her  mar¬ 
riage,  June  19,  1885,  she  was  Bertha  Albrecht,  the  daughter  of  Fred  and 
Fredericka  Albrecht,  of  Stanley.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bayer  adopted  two  children: 
Otto,  who  lives  in  Beverly,  Mo.,  is  a  veteran  of  the  World  War,  having  served 
with  the  United  States  forces  for  eighteen  months;  Hattie  is  the  wife  of  Otto 
Pierce  of  Portland,  Ore.  Mr.  Bayer  is  a  member  of  the  German  Lutheran 
congregation  and  helped  to  erect  the  church  at  Cameron,  of  which  he  has  been 
secretary  for  18  years  past. 

George  A.  McCluskey,  accountant  for  the  Park  Falls  Lumber  Co.,  was 
born  Oct.  27,  1866,  at  Fond  du  Lac,  Wis.,  son  of  James  J.  and  Elizabeth  J. 
(Cunningham)  McCluskey,  who  were  born  in  Canada  and  in  1864  came  to 
Fond  du  Lac,  where  the  father  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  until  his  death, 
in  April,  1868,  the  mother  living  until  1912.  George  A.  lost  his  father  when 
he  was  two  years  of  age  and  was  reared  by  his  mother  at  Hammond,  Wis.  He 
left  school  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  but  was  not  content  to  let  his  education  stop 
there  and  has  since  studied  by  himself  and  by  close  observation  and  discrimi¬ 
nating  reading  has  acquired  a  wide  fund  of  information.  So  well,  in  fact,  did 
he  perfect  himself  that  in  1886  he  was  enabled  to  become  a  school  teacher,  an 
occupation  he  followed  for  three  years.  In  1889  he  started  keeping  books  for 
the  Micklejohn  &  Hatten  Stave  Co.  and  continued  in  their  company  until 
1901;  from  1901  to  1903  by  the  P.  M.  Parks  Mercantile  Co.;  from  1903  to  1910 
by  the  Couderay  Lumber  Co.;  all  these  concerns  being  in  Rice  Lake.  It  was 
in  1910  that  he  became  accountant  for  the  Rice  Lake  Lumber  Co.,  and  when 
that  company  was  sold  to  the  Park  Falls  Lumber  Co.  he  continued  with  the 
new  concern.  His  merits  have  been  appreciated  outside  of  his  daily  employ¬ 
ment,  and  he  has  four  times  been  elected  city  clerk.  He  proved  a  most  excel¬ 
lent  official  each  time.  Mr.  McCluskey  was  married  May  15,  1897,  to  Mary  E. 
Thibedeau,  daughter  of  Moses  and  Helen  M.  (Dooley)  Thibedeau,  and  they 
have  three  children:  Charles  E.,  born  Jan.  29,  1902;  Dorothy  H.,  born  April 
25,  1904,  and  George  Milton,  born  Dec.  13,  1905.  All  the  children  are  at  home 
and  the  two  younger  are  attending  the  Rice  Lake  High  School. 

August  Couture,  janitor  of  St.  Joseph  Roman  Catholic  Church,  Rice  Lake, 
was  born  in  the  parish  of  St.  John,  Chrysostom,  Province  of  Quebec,  Canada, 
Sept.  29,  1848,  son  of  Augustine  and  Caroline  (Gagne)  Couture.  He  was 
reared  in  his  native  parish,  and  there  received  his  education.  He  came  to  Rice 
Lake  in  1879.  For  a  time  he  was  employed  by  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  Then  for 
twenty-two  years  he  worked  for  the  Rice  Lake  Lumber  Co.  as  lumber  grader, 
foreman  of  the  dry  shed,  car  loader  and  the  like.  In  1908  he  moved  to  Minne¬ 
apolis  and  was  employed  for  a  few  years  there  with  the  C.  A.  Smith  Lumber 
Co.  and  with  the  Northline  Lumber  Co.  In  1917  he  returned  to  Rice  Lake  and 
assumed  the  duties  of  his  present  position.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  the  Catholic  Order  of  Foresters  and  the 
Catholic  Knights  of  Wisconsin.  Mr.  Couture  was  married  Aug.  5,  1867,  to 
Aralie  Gagne,  a  native  of  the  Province  of  Quebec,  Canada.  They  are  the 
parents  of  five  children.  Corine  was  born  March  22,  1871,  and  is  the  wife  of 
John  McLeod  of  Rice  Lake.  Louisa  was  born  July  10,  1877,  and  died  Aug.  26, 
1910.  Rose  was  born  Feb.  1,  1879.  Laura  was  born  Sept.  10,  1881,  and  is  now 
the  wife  of  Alphonse  Bilodeau  of  Rice  Lake.  Clara  was  born  April  27,  1889, 
and  died  July  26,  1917.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

John  McLeod,  government  log  scaler,  was  born  at  Perth,  Province  of 
Ontario,  Canada,  Aug.  29,  1863,  and  there  received  his  early  education.  He 
came  to  the  states  in  1882  and  located  at  once  in  Rice  Lake,  this  county.  For 
ten  years  he  farmed  in  Oak  Grove  Township,  and  then  became  foreman  for 
the  Mercier  sawmill,  at  Rice  Lake,  for  twelve  years.  After  that  he  assumed 
the  duties  of  his  present  position.  He  has  a  pleasant  home  and  two  and  a  half 
acres  of  land  on  North  Wisconsin  Avenue.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of 
the  M.  W.  A.  Mr.  McLeod  was  married  Jan.  6,  1892,  to  Corine  Couture, 
daughter  of  August  and  Aralie  (Gagne)  Couture,  and  they  have  three  chil- 
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dren,  Emile,  Rose  and  Laura.  Emile  was  born  April  7,  1896,  married  Olga 
Johnson  and  works  in  the  Ford  factory  at  Detroit,  Mich.  Rose  was  born 
May  1,  1898,  and  is  at  home.  Laura  was  born  April  24,  1900,  and  teaches  in 
the  district  school. 

N.  A.  Nelson,  of  the  firm  of  Oftedahl  &  Nelson,  real  estate  dealers,  Rice 
Lake,  was  born  in  Vernon  County,  this  state,  Sept.  14,  1872,  and  received  his 
education  in  the  rural  schools  of  his  native  county  and  in  the  city  schools  of 
La  Crosse,  Wis.  As  a  young  man  he  learned  plumbing  and  well  drilling,  which 
he  followed  for  several  years  with  headquarters  at  La  Crosse.  In  1896  he 
came  to  Rice  Lake  and  here  followed  his  trade  for  several  years,  after  which 
he  associated  himself  with  C.  0.  Ronning  in  the  automobile  business.  In  Rice 
Lake  he  formed  his  present  partnership  with  T.  E.  Oftedahl.  The  firm  has 
been  successful,  enjoys  the  confidence  of  the  community,  is  doing  its  share 
in  the  progress  of  the  county  by  inducting  outsiders  to  locate  here  and  has 
a  constantly  increasing  business.  Its  territory  is  unlimited,  and  while  it  han¬ 
dles  some  city  property,  it  makes  a  specialty  of  farm  lands,  both  partners 
being  thoroughly  familiar  with  agricultural  conditions  and  needs  in  this  and 
surrounding  counties.  Mr.  Nelson  was  married  March  22,  1884,  to  Lillie 
Skappel,  who  was  born  March  22,  1872,  at  Chaseburg  and  died  Feb.  13,  1919, 
leaving  two  children:  Oswald,  born  Feb.  22,  1895,  and  Mabel,  born  June  19, 
1897.  The  family-  home  is  at  9  Hatten  Avenue.  Mr.  Nelson  and  his  children 
are  members  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Frank  Alderman,  contractor,  of  Rice  Lake,  was  born  April  16,  1871,  in 
Vfernon  County,  Wis.,  son  of  Daniel  S.  and  Charlotte  (Wakeman)  Alderman, 
natives  of  Ohio  who  came  to  Vernon  County,  Wis.,  in  1860.  Some  years  later 
they  removed  to  Barron  County  and  took  a  homestead  of  40  acres  in  Rice  Lake 
Township.  They  cleared  up  the  place,  erected  buildings  and  carried  on  gen¬ 
eral  farming  until  the  father’s  death,  Sept.  13,  1906,  after  which  the  mother 
moved  to  Rice  Lake,  where  she  died  April  3,  1907.  Frank  Alderman  left  school 
at  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  and  for  several  years  thereafter  was  employed 
at  farm  work,  then  taking  up  general  labor.  In  1895  he  started  his  present 
business  as  a  general  contractor  in  cement  work,  doing  everything  in  the 
line.  In  addition,  Mr.  Alderman  operates  a  loom  for  weaving  carpets  and  all 
kinds  of  rugs.  Mr.  Alderman  has  been  three  times  married,  first  on  Dec.  27, 
1890,  to  Jennie  Hay.  On  June  3,  1900,  he  married  secondly  Minnie  Bartlett,  of 
which  union  eight  children  were  born,  as  follows:  Fred,  June  19,  1901;  Susie, 
Feb.  21,  1903;  Dareld,  April  2,  1904  (died  in  infancy) ;  Charlotte,  Feb.  16,  1906; 
Harry,  March  4,  1908  (died  in  infancy);  Adeline,  Jan.  7,  1910;  George,  Dec.  1, 
1912;  Earl  H.,  March  7,  1914,  and  Helen  Mildred,  Jan.  5,  1915.  On  June  8, 
1920,  Mr.  Alderman  married  Margaret  Yates,  by  whom  he  has  one  child, 
Helen  Mildred. 

Hylkema  Brothers,  Peter,  Bernard  and  Dirk  T.,  who  developed  a  success¬ 
ful  farming  and  dairying  business  in  Turtle  Lake  Township,  were  born  in 
Friesland,  Holland,  Peter  on  Oct.  31,  1864,  Bernard,  Feb.  6,  1868,  and  Dirk 
T.  Feb.  9,  1871.  They  were  all  born  on  a  farm,  sons  of  Raymond  and  Gertrude 
(Vanderhoff)  Hylkema.  The  parents,  who  were  married  in  Friesland  in  1861, 
are  now  deceased.  They  had  one  other  child,  a  daughter,  Nellie,  who  was 
born  Feb.  27,  1863.  In  1889  Dirk  T.  Hylkema  came  to  America,  locating  in 
March  of  that  year  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  where  he  found  work  as  a  laborer.  In 
1891  he  was  followed  by  the  rest  of  the  family,  who  also  made  their  home 
there  till  1895,  when  all  came  to  Barron  County,  Wis.  Here  they  bought  166 
acres  of  wild  land  in  section  33,  Turtle  Lake  Township,  on  which  they  erected 
a  shanty,  10  by  15  feet  in  size,  as  a  temporary  habitation.  It  was  replaced, 
however,  in  a  few  months  by  a  log  house  16  by  24  feet,  and  all  worked  hard 
at  developing  a  farm.  At  that  time  there  were  no  roads  so  that  transportation 
was  difficult  and  supplies  only  obtained  by  considerable  exertion.  In  1902 
they  bought  an  additional  tract  of  land  of  40  acres,  thus  increasing  their 
farm  area  to  206  acres  in  all.  In  the  meanwhile  they  busied  themselves  in 
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raising  crops  and  stock,  and  were  making  reasonable  progress  when  in  1898 
they  lost  all  their  buildings  by  fire  except  their  log  house.  This  calamity  had 
a  discouraging  effect,  but  grit  prevailed  and  the  brothers  persevered.  In  1903 
they  erected  a  good  frame  house  with  eight  rooms,  and  in  1910  built  a  frame 
barn,  36  by  130  by  20  feet,  with  a  hip  roof,  which  is  one  of  the  largest  and 
best  in  the  township.  By  1919  they  had  a  fine  farm,  with  45  head  of  registered 
Holstein  stock,  including  25  cows,  and  their  teams,  tools  and  general  equip¬ 
ment  were  of  the  best.  In  that  summer  they  retired,  with  the  exception  of 
Bernard,  selling  the  farm  to  Hurlbert  &  Trush,  and  moved  to  Polk  County, 
four  miles  west  of  their  old  home.  At  the  same  time  Bernard  bought  63  acres 
in  Beaver  Township,  Polk  County,  the  location  being  one  and  a  half  miles 
west  of  Turtle  Lake,  which  farm  he  is  now  operating.  He  has  good  buildings 
and  his  place  is  well  improved.  He  was  married  Oct.  24,  1905,  to  Nellie  Asma 
of  Waukegan,  Ill.,  who  was  born  in  Fresian,  Holland,  Feb.  26,  1880,  and  came 
to  America  with  her  parents  at  the  age  of  sixteen.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bernard 
Hylkema  have  been  the  parents  of  seven  children:  Gertrude,  born  Sept.  29, 
1907 ;  Richard,  born  March  17,  1909,  who  died  in  infancy ;  Mary,  born  April  3, 
1911;  Richard  (second),  born  March  6,  1914;  Bernard  and  Nellie  (twins), 
born  April  29,  1916,  and  Susan,  born  Feb.  19,  1918.  The  Hylkema  brothers, 
through  their  own  exertions,  are  now  among  the  most  prosperous  citizens  of 
their  locality.  They  are  stockholders  in  the  Security  State  Bank  of  Turtle 
Lake.  All  are  hard  workers,  men  and  women  of  the  kind  who  build  up  com¬ 
munities,  and  the  results  of  their  labor  have  been  of  benefit  to  the  township 
in  which  they  have  made  their  home  for  so  many  years.  Their  parents  are 
now  deceased,  the  mother  having  passed  away  March  5,  1903,  and  the  father 
April  19,  1912. 

Frank  E.  Ardern,  Rice  Lake,  manager  of  the  Badger  Pickle  and  Packing 
Co.,  is  one  of  the  progressive  business  men  of  the  community  and  is  doing 
much  to  give  publicity  to  the  excellence  of  Barron  County  products.  As  a 
traveling  salesman  for  many  years  he  has  had  an  opportunity  to  thoroughly 
familiarize  himself  with  the  needs  and  tastes  of  the  general  public,  he  is  a 
thorough  master  of  the  pickling  and  preserving  business,  and  he  is  of  that 
disposition  and  character  which  wins  the  confidence  and  willing  cooperation 
of  those  upon  whom  he  must  depend  for*  his  raw  materials.  He  has  brought 
the  local  plant  to  a  high  degree  of  efficiency  and  sanitation,  and  he  also  keeps 
a  close  watch  over  the  ten  salting  stations  from  whence  the  salted  products 
are  shipped  to  the  central  factory  for  final  treatment  and  packing.  The  com¬ 
pany  makes  a  specialty  of  an  excellent  quality  of  dill  pickles  and  salt  prod¬ 
ucts.  Personally,  Mr.  Ardern  is  well  liked  and  is  a  popular  member  of  the 
Masons  and  Elks,  as  well  as  of  the  U.  C.  T.  and  the  I.  C.  M.  A.  He  was  born 
in  Ossion,  Iowa,  Aug.  9,  1878,  son  of  James  Frederick  and  Mary  (Proctor) 
Ardern.  He  attended  the  Humboldt  Graded  School  at  Milwaukee  and  finished 
with  a  course  in  the  Butte  Business  College  at  Butte,  Mont.  Then  he  became 
a  candy  salesman,  working  eleven  years  for  the  Casey  Candy  Co.  of  Butte, 
Mont.,  and  three  years  for  the  Sweet  Candy  Co.  of  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah.  He 
assumed  the  duties  of  his  present  position  at  Rice  Lake  Dec.  1,  1918.  Mr. 
Ardern  was  married  May  18,  1898,  to  Alexandria  Henderson  of  St.  Paul.  They 
have  a  pleasant  home  at  35  North  Main  Street.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church. 

Henry  Schneider,  merchant  and  man-of-affairs,  one  of  the  leading  busi¬ 
ness  men  of  Rice  Lake,  part  owner  of  the  “Golden  Rule/’  the  leading  dry 
goods  and  ladies’  ready-to-wear  apparel  establishment  in  Rice  Lake,  and  one 
of  the  real  active  makers  of  progress  in  this  part  of  the  county,  is  a  local 
product,  born  in  that  part  of  Rice  Lake,  called  from  his  parents,  Schneider- 
town,  Oct.  24,  1880,  son  of  John  and  Josephine  Schneider,  the  worthy  pioneers 
who  are  numbered  high  among  the  founders  of  the  county.  He  received  a 
thorough  education  in  St.  Joseph’s  Parochial  School  and  early  determined 
that  his  bent  lay  along  mercantile  lines.  With  this  thought  in  mind,  he  became  a 
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clerk,  and  as  a  youth"  and  young  man  was  employed  in  various  Rice  Lake  stores. 
From  1901  to  1903  he  was  manager  of  the  C.  S.  Nelson  Co.  dry  goods  store  at 
Spooner,  Wis.  In  1903,  to  get  a  broader  knowledge  of  the  country,  he  traveled 
west,  and  spent  varying  periods  of  time  in  different  towns  in  Oregon,  Wash¬ 
ington  and  California.  He  returned  to  Rice  Lake  in  1904  and  formed  a  part¬ 
nership  with  A.  C.  Robarge  in  the  general  store  business  under  the  firm  name 
of  Robarge  &  Schneider.  He  sold  his  interests  in  this  place  in  March,  1912,  and 
with  Miss  Mary  Fournier,  bought  out  Fred  Field  and  established  the  “Golden 
Rule.”  The  store  handles  an  excellent  line  of  dry  goods  and  ready-to-wear 
garments  for  ladies.  Miss  Fournier,  at  the  time  the  partnership  was  formed, 
had  twenty  years’  experience  as  a  clerk  in  Rice  Lake  stores.  The  experience 
and  ability  of  the  two  proprietors  makes  the  store  one  in  which  modish  goods 
are  purchased  in  the  most  advantageous  manner,  enabling  the  public  to  select 
the  best.  The  growth  of  the  community  in  population  and  wealth,  and  the 
increasing  high  standards  of  clothing  and  living,  are  finding  their  reflection 
in  the  growth  of  the  store.  Aside  from  his  store,  Mr.  Schneider  has  somewhat 
extensive  interests  in  Rice  Lake  and  elsewhere.  He  has  a  pleasant  residence 
at  836  Lake  street,  facing  beautiful  Rice  Lake,  and  is  also  the  holder  of  other 
real  estate,  urban  and  rural.  He  is  a  partner  in  the  Wallace  Land  Co.,  which 
has  its  headquarters  at  Rice  Lake  and  branches  at  Cumberland  and  Sarona.  He 
is  also  interested  in  the  Cement  Stone  Silo  Co.  of  Rice  Lake.  Mr.  Schneider 
has  found  much  of  his  recreation  in  fraternal  affairs.  He  was  one  of  the  char¬ 
ter  members  of  Goldsmith  Council,  Knights  of  Columbus,  of  Chippewa  Falls, 
and  has  been  grand  knight  of  Christopher  Schmit  Council,  No.  2137,  of  Rice 
Lake.  He  has  also  been  chief  ranger  of  St.  John’s  Court,  No.  1618,  C.  0.  F., 
and  since  1920  has  been  secretary.  The  Rice  Lake  Commercial  Club  has  found 
him  an  active  member  and  he  is  one  of  the  members  and  first  president  of 
the  credit  division  of  that  organization.  Mr.  Schneider  was  married  Oct.  30, 
1906,  to  Blanche  Taylor  of  Minneapolis,  who  was  born  May  12,  1884.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Schneider  have  nine  children:  Ethel  M.,  born  June  7,  1908;  Lee  J.,  born 
Oct.  26,  1909;  Paul  H.,  born  April  20,  1911;  Lucille  A.,  born  Dec.  16,  1912; 
Henry  M.,  born  July  19,  1914;  Blanche  E.,  born  March  16,  1916;  Daniel  A., 
born  Oct.  30,  1917;  Lilah  M.,  born  June  1,  1919;  and  Emily  A.,  born  Jan. 
15,  1921. 

Arnold  Schieffer,  son  of  Peter  and  Odilia  Schieffer,  pioneer  of  Monroe 
County,  and  now  a  respected  resident  of  Barron  County,  was  born  in  Germany 
and  was  brought  to  this  country  by  his  parents  when  but  five  years  of  age, 
locating  with  them  in  Wisconsin.  He  was  reared  in  this  state,  and  as  a  young 
man  married  Katherine  Kreuser,  a  native  of  Wisconsin.  In  1856  they  settled 
on  a  piece  of  wild  land  on  St.  Mary’s  Ridge,  Monroe  County.  This  land  was 
then  covered  with  timber,  brush  and  stumps,  and  the  population  consisted  of 
only  a  few  scattered  settlers,  none  of  whom  had  been  there  longer  than  since 
the  previous  fall.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peter  Schieffer  set  at  work  with  a  will,  they 
endured  the  hardships  and  privation^  of  pioneer  life  with  cheerful  courage, 
and  as  time  passed,  prosperity  rewarded  their  efforts.  They  added  to  their 
possessions  until  they  owned  360  acres,  all  tillable,  with  a  good  set  of  build¬ 
ings,  fences  and  equipment,  all  of  which  they  had  attained  by  hard  work, 
frugality  and  good  judgment.  Throughout  the  community  they  were  well 
regarded  and  held  in  the  highest  respect.  But  in  1913,  in  order  to  be  nearer 
their  children  in  their  declining  years,  they  sold  their  farm  to  their  son-in-law, 
Frank  Hauck,  and  came  to  Barron  County.  Here  they  purchased  a  farm  of 
160  acres  in  Rice  Lake  Township,  on  which  they  still  live.  They  are  the 
parents  of  twelve  children.  Odilia  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Hauck  of  Rice  Lake 
Township.  Margaret  is  the  wife  of  John  Leibert  of  Rice  Lake  Township.  J.  P. 
is  a  Rice  Lake  business  man.  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Anton  Haines  of  Oak  Grove 
Township.  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  A.  G.  Kelnhofer,  of  Rice  Lake 
Township.  Aloise  lives  in  Haven,  S.  D.  Christina  entered  the  religious  state, 
became  Sister  Mary  Arnold  of  St.  Rose  Convent,  La  Crosse,  and  is  now  dead. 
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Anna  entered  the  religious  state  and  is  now  Sister  Mary  Arnoldine  of  St.  Rose 
Convent,  La  Crosse.  Catherine  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Svacina  of  Cedar  Lake 
Township.  Theodore  resides  with  his  parents  and  manages  the  home  farm. 
Paulina  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Richter  of  Bear  Lake  Township.  Joseph  lives 
with  his  parents  and  is  associated  with  his  brother  in  managing  the 
home  farm. 

J.  Peter  Schieffer,  farmer,  business  man  and  manager  of  the  Equity 
Exchange  of  Campia,  with  headquarters  at  Rice  Lake,  was  born  on  St.  Mary’s 
Ridge,  Monroe  County,  this  state,  son  of  Arnold  and  Katherine  (Kreuser) 
Schieffer,  the  pioneers.  He  received  his  early  education  in  the  parochial 
school  located  near  his  home  and  as  a  boy  took  up  farming  with  his  father. 
At  the  age  of  27,  feeling  the  need  of  a  higher  education,  he  entered  St.  John’s 
University  at  Collegeville,  Stearns  County,  Minn.,  where  he  studied  four 
years,  receiving  a  diploma  in  high  school  work,  and  also  taking  a  part  of  the 
regular  college  classical  course.  He  came  to  Rice  Lake  in  the  spring  of  1913 
and  purchased  a  200-acre  farm  from  W.  A.  Demers,  east  of  the  lake  in  Rice 
Lake  Township,  where  he  farmed  for  three  years.  Then  he  sold  out  and  after 
a  brief  visit  in  Rice  Lake  bought  a  farm  of  160  acres  in  Jackson  County,  this 
state.  But  he  was  not  contented  there,  so  after  seven  months  he  sold  out  and 
moved  to  Sparta,  also  in  this  state,  where  he  already  owned  property  and 
where  he  built  a  line  residence.  After  five  months  there  he  traded  with  M.  E. 
Crate  of  Rice  Lake  for  a  good  farm  of  160  acres  in  Oak  Grove  Township,  to 
which  he  moved.  Of  this  property  he  later  sold  80  acres,  still  retaining  80 
acres,  which  he  rents  and  which  is  considered  one  of  the  best  pieces  of  land 
in  the  county.  In  1918  he  retired  on  account  of  ill  health,  but  not  being 
satisfied  to  be  idle,  he  took  a  position  with  the  Consumers  Store  at  Rice  Lake 
for  three  months.  Then  he  went  to  Marathon  County,  this  state,  and  bought 
80  acres  adjoining  the  property  of  the  Capuchin  Fathers  at  Marathon  City. 
Six  months  later  he  returned  to  Rice  Lake  once  more  and  bought  a  farm  of 
80  acres  in  Oak  Grove  Township.  But  after  nine  months  there  he  again 
decided  that  his  health  would  not  permit  of  farming,  so  he  rented  the  farm 
and  moved  to  Rice  Lake,  where  he  purchased  his  present  home  at  108  West 
Marshall  Street.  He  accepted  his  present  position  in  July,  1920.  The  Equity 
Exchange,  under  his  management,  buys,  sells  and  exchanges  all  kinds  of 
farm  produce  to  the  advantage  of  the  farmer.  Mr.  Schieffer  has  long  been 
interested  in  the  Equity  movement,  has  been  secretary  of  the  local  body  since 
its  establishment  and  served  one  term  as  county  president.  Aside  from  his 
two  farms  and  his  residence,  his  financial  holdings  include  stock  in  the  Bank 
of  Campia,  in  which  he  is  a  director;  in  the  Campia  Equity  Exchange,  in 
which  he  is  also  a  director;  in  the  Consumers  Store  of  Rice  Lake  and  in  the 
Merchants  and  Farmers  Bank  of  Marathon  City.  He  also  owns  a  lot  on  Main 
Street,  Rice  Lake,  where  he  intends  erecting  a  business  block.  Fraternally,  he 
is  a  member  of  the  Catholic  Foresters  and  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  and 
holds  office  in  the  latter  order.  Formerly  he  and  his  family  worshiped  with 
Our  Lady  and  Lord’s  congregation  at  Dobie,  this  county,  of  which  he  was 
secretary,  and  they  now  belong  to  St.  Joseph’s  Church  of  Rice  Lake,  where 
he  is  a  member  of  the  choir.  Mr.  Schieffer  was  married  Oct.  31,  1913,  to  Rose 
A.  Robarge  of  Dobie,  Wis.,  who  was  born  Oct.  21,  1890.  This  union  has  been 
blessed  with  five  children:  Bernard  O.,  born  Aug.  20,  1915;  Leona  O.,  born 
Oct.  2,  1916;  Clara  M.,  born  Dec.  31,  1917;  Francis  J.,  born  April  1,  1919; 
Christina  M.,  born  Dec.  10,  1920. 

Gudbrand  P.  Moe,  a  pioneer  of  section  24,  Dovre  Township,  was  bom 
near  the  city  of  Lillehammer,  Norway,  in  1828,  and  was  there  reared,  receiv¬ 
ing  his  education  through  the  common  and  high  schools,  later  entering  the 
military  academy,  graduating  from  same.  He  served  as  an  officer  in  the 
Norwegian  army  for  a  number  of  years,  taught  common  school,  taught  ath¬ 
letics  at  the  Lillehammer  High  School,  was  employed  to  a  large  extent  as 
accountant  for  various  corporations,  he  being  an  expert  in  this  line  of  work. 
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In  1850  he  was  married  to  Ingeborg  Holme.  To  this  union  were  born  five 
children,  namely:  Bernard  (deceased),  Peter  Anton,  George  (deceased),  Jens 
Martin  and  Bertha  Marie  (deceased).  He' came  to  America  in  the  year  1876, 
and  in  1877  took  up  a  homestead  in  the  then  town  of  Chetek,  later  the  town 
of  Dovre,  this  county,  on  which  he  remained  for  the  rest  of  his  life.  He 
started  with  a  log  cabin  and  a  little  clearing  and  underwent  all  the  hardships 
of  pioneer  life,  getting  along  as  best  he  could  while  building  up  a  home  for 
himself  and  his  family.  He  was  a  man  of  devout  faith  and  was  a  member  of 
the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church  at  Dovre.  He  died  on  the  tenth  day  of  Jan¬ 
uary  in  the  year  1905;  his  wife  died  on  the  13th  day  of  March  in  the  year  1903. 

Jens  Martin  Moe,  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Sand  Creek,  Sand  Creek  Village, 
Dunn  County,  Wis.,  and  for  many  years  one  of  the  foremost  farmers  of  Dovre 
Township,  this  county,  is  an  excellent  type  of  the  men  who  constitute  the 
foundation  of  the  financial  and  business  integrity  of  this  part  of  the  state. 
He  has  had  broad  experience  in  business,  in  agriculture  and  in  finance,  he  has 
never  shirked  any  duty  that  has  come  to  him,  he  has  taken  his  part  in  every¬ 
thing  that  has  meant  progress  and  betterment,  and  he  has  won  and  held  the 
confidence,  friendship  and  esteem  of  his  fellow  men.  He  is  a  man  of  forceful 
personality,  rugged  strength  and  genial  temperament,  whose  abilities  have 
ever  been  directed  in  right  channels  and  whose  judgment  and  opinion  is 
widely  sought.  As  a  clerk  he  was  courteous,  able,  obliging  and  dependable,  as 
a  farmer  he  kept  abreast  of  the  modern  methods  and  studied  how  best  the 
agricultural  interests  of  the  community  might  be  advanced,  and  as  a  banker 
he  is  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  needs  of  his  patrons  and  his  policy  is 
sound,  solid  and  conservative.  He  was  born  in  Norway,  Nov.  6,  1865,  the  son 
of  Gudbrand  and  Ingeborg  (Holme)  Moe,  the  pioneers,  who  brought  him  to 
this  country  and  to  Dovre  Township  in  1876.  He  grew  to  manhood  here  and 
early  became  interested  in  mercantile  pursuits.  For  ten  years,  from  1887 
and  on,  he  was  a  clerk  in  Chetek,  in  this  county,  and  for  five  years,  from  1881 
to  1886,  had  similar  employment  in  Chicago.  He  took  over  his  father’s  farm, 
built  a  modern  home  around  the  old  log  cabin,  erected  barns  and  outbuildings 
and  developed  a  good  place,  which  he  conducted  along  scientific  lines,  success¬ 
fully  carrying  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  During  this  period  he  was 
regarded  as  one  of  the  most  influential  and  important  men  in  the  township, 
and  little  of  a  public  nature  was  undertaken  without  first  consulting  him.  For 
twenty-eight  years,  from  1890  to  1918,  he  served  most  efficiently  as  town 
treasurer,  and  the  town  finances  prospered  in  his  care.  He  helped  to  organize 
the  Spring  Hill  Creamery  and  for  a  time  was  its  secretary.  In  other  ways  as 
well  he  was  one  of  the  real  leaders  in  the  affairs  of  his  neighborhood.  In 
1916  he  was  the  candidate  of  his  party  for  a  seat  in  the  assembly,  and  although 
running  as  a  Democrat  in  a  strongly  Republican  district,  he  came  within 
thirty  votes  of  his  successful  opponent.  In  1918  he  turned  the  farm  over  to 
his  son,  Gerhard  A.,  who  now  conducts  it.  In  that  year  he  moved  to  Sand 
Creek  and  helped  to  establish  the  institution  of  which  he  is  now  the  cashier 
and  in  whose  success  he  is  the  vital  and  dominant  factor.  Although  living 
outside  of  Barron  County,  he  is  still  interested  in  its  affairs  and  draws  many 
of  his  patrons  from  among  his  old  neighbors  and  friends.  Mr.  Moe  is  a 
director  of  the  Farmers  Store  Co.,  which  has  its  headquarters  at  Bloomer  and 
maintains  a  chain  of  stores,  many  of  which  are  in  Barron  County.  Frater¬ 
nally,  he  is  a  member  of  Lakeside  Camp,  No.  2347,  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America,  at  Chetek,  and  of  Chetek  Lodge,  No.  277,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  at  Chetek, 
Wis.  Mr.  Moe  was  married  in  Dovre  Township,  July  16,  1892,  to  Petra  Jorstad, 
the  daughter  of  Arne  and  Annie  Jorstad,  pioneers  of  Dovre  Township.  This 
union  has  been  blessed  with  six  children.  Ida  Alma  is  the  wife  of  Oscar 
Thompson  of  Sand  Creek.  Olga  Lydia  is  the  wife  of  John  Olson  of  Dovre 
Township.  Gerhard  Alvin  married  Minnie  Christopherson  and  farms  the  old 
homestead.  Thorvald  Eilert  married  Mildred  Hanson  and  is  employed  in 
Chetek  State  Bank,  Chetek,  Wis.  Arnold  James  is  assistant  cashier  in  the 
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Bank  of  Sand  Creek.  Bertha  Marie  is  cashier  of  the  Farmers  Store  Co.  at 
Sand  Creek. 

Sigwali  Severson,  a  substantial  farmer  of  section  13,  Dovre  Township,  was 
born  in  Norway,  Feb.  10,  1873,  the  son  of  Jens  and  Mary  Severson.  He  at¬ 
tended  school  for  a  time  in  his  native  land.  In  1887,  then  but  fourteen  years 
of  age,  he  came  to  America  with  his  brother,  Sophus,  then  seventeen  years 
old,  a  serious  venture  indeed  for  a  boy  of  such  tender  years.  For  a  while  the 
two  boys  made  their  headquarters  at  Chetek  and  worked  on  farms  in  the 
summer  and  in  the  woods  in  the  winter.  In  1890  the  parents  and  younger 
children  came  to  this  country,  and  the  family  was  thus  reunited.  In  1891  the 
two  brothers,  Sigwali  and  Sophus,  bought  a  farm  of  120  acres  in  section  12, 
which  they  placed  in  charge  of  their  parents.  The  father  died  May  3,  1920, 
and  the  mother  still  lives  on  the  place,  which  is  now  operated  by  a  grandson, 
Henry,  who  bought  it  in  1920.  In  1894  the  two  brothers,  Sigwali  and  Sophus, 
still  in  partnership,  bought  160  acres  of  land  in  section  13.  It  had  previously 
been  occupied,  some  crude  shacks  had  been  erected  and  twenty  acres  had  been 
cleared.  In  1900  the  partnership  was  dissolved.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
has  continued  to  occupy  the  west  half  of  the  160  acres,  his  brother  occupying 
the  other  half.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  has  a  good  home  and  has  built  a 
basement  barn  and  other  structures.  He  successfully  carries  on  general 
farming  and  dairying,  raises  a  grade  of  Guernsey  cattle  and  has  a  well  tilled, 
well  developed  and  productive  farm.  Mr.  Severson  is  a  man  of  broad  inter¬ 
ests,  is  director  in  the  Dovre  Telephone  Co.,  has  been  a  director  in  the  Spring 
Hill  Creamery  Co.  and  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers  Store.  As  the  father  of 
children,  he  is  interested  in  education  and  has  done  efficient  service  on  the 
school  board.  Mr.  Severson  was  married  at  Chetek  to  Clara  Larson,  who  was 
born  in  Dunn  County,  this  state,  on  Sept.  19,  1879,  daughter  of  Louis  and 
Nettie  Larson.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  seven  children:  Henry, 
Anna,  Inga,  Lillian,  Carl,  Alice  and  Ada.  Henry,  an  energetic  farmer,  was 
born  June  18,  1900,  and  as  already  mentioned  is  on  the  original  home  place 
in  section  12,  this  township.  The  family  is  highly  respected  throughout 
the  community. 

Sigurd  Alfred  Carlson,  a  prosperous  and  influential  farmer  of  section 
16,  Dovre  township,  was  born  on  the  section  where  he  still  lives,  Nov.  11,  1886, 
the  son  of  Martin  and  Ingrid  (Stene)  Carlson.  He  was  reared  on  the  home 
farm,  learned  argiculture  from  his  father  and  received  his  preliminary  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  district  schools.  His  higher  education  was  received  at  St.  Olaf’s 
College,  Northfield,  Minn.,  where  he  spent  three  years.  In  1905  he  formed  a 
partnership  with  his  brothers,  Carl  Joseph  and  Christian  G.,  in  the  operation 
of  over  a  section  of  their  father’s  land.  During  this  partnership  three  new 
sets  of  buildings  were  erected  on  the  place.  When  the  partnership  was  dis¬ 
solved  in  1912,  Sigurd  A.  took  one  of  the  sets  of  buildings  and  200  acres  of 
land.  He  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  making  a 
specialty  of  Shorthorn  cattle,  Percheron  horses  and  Hampshire  swine.  He 
has  a  good  house  and  barn,  with  a  sightly  yard,  and  everything  about  the 
place  testifies  to  his  industry  and  good  judgment.  His  financial  holdings 
include  interests  in  the  store,  creamery  and  telephone  company  at  Chetek.  As 
a  native  of  this  town,  Mr.  Carlson  has  its  general  welfare  deeply  at  heart.  He 
has  advocated  better  roads  and  better  schools,  he  believes  in  everything  that 
has  as  its  object  the  betterment  and  progress  of  the  community,  and  is  taking 
his  share  in  public  affairs  as  a  good  citizen.  He  has  served  on  the  town  board, 
and  in  1910  and  1920  won  commendation  for  his  excellent  work  in  taking  the 
United  States  census  for  this  township.  He  was  married  at  Chetek  on  May  17, 
1913,  to  Lillian  Olson,  born  in  Dovre  Township,  on  Feb.  16,  1893,  the  daughter 
of  Ole  S.  and  Karen  Olson.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  five  children: 
Sigrid,  Iduna,  Mathilda,  Agnes  and  Esther. 

Andrew  Larson,  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War  and  an  early  settler  in  the 
southern  part  of  Dover  Township,  was  born  in  Norway,  Feb.  14,  1825,  and 
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there  grew  to  manhood.  On  June  24,  1847,  he  married  Ihgra  Knudson,  who 
was  born  in  Norway,  Dec.  21,  1824,  and  who  was  fifty-five  days  his  senior.  In 
1868  they  came  to  America,  the  voyage  aboard  the  sailing  vessel  taking  ten 
weeks  and  four  days.  The  family  landed  in  Quebec  and  then  came  to  Eau 
Claire,  in  this  state,  where  they  lived  for  four  years,  Mr.  Larson  working  in 
the  mills  and  in  the  logging  woods.  While  there  he  enlisted  in  Company  H, 
16th  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  served  as  a  good  soldier  for  about 
nineteen  months.  In  1867  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Larson  came  to  Barron  County  and 
took  a  homestead  near  Sand  Creek,  on  section  36,  west,  Dover  Township.  This 
was  all  wild  land  and  there  were  only  about  four  families  in  the  whole  settle¬ 
ment,  there  were  no  roads,  and  the  principal  route  of  travel  was  an  Indian 
trail  which  crossed  a  corner  of  the  farm,  extending  from  the  river  to  the 
present  site  of  Bloomer.  Here  he  built  a  log  house  and  moved  his  family  into 
it.  The  family  came  from  Eau  Claire  with  a  hired  team  of  horses.  He  himself 
drove  up  a  pair  of  oxen  which  he  had  bought.  That  summer  he  got  a  cow. 
With  almost  nothing  in  the  way  of  tools  and  equipment,  he  started  clearing 
up  the  farm.  For  some  years  times  and  conditions  were  hard.  But  he  and 
his  wife  worked  hard,  assisted  by  their  family,  and  in  due  time  won  success. 
Both  are  now  dead.  Mr.  Larson  was  the  first  to  pass  away,  departing  this  life 
Nov.  15,  1894.  Mrs.  Larson’s  death  came  nearly  nine  years  later,  on  Sunday, 
Oct.  4,  1903.  They  were  devout  members  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church 
and  early  services  of  that  denomination  were  held  in  their  cabin.  They  had 
six  children,  Louis,  Andrew,  Martin,  John,  Carrie  and  Trena  (Mrs.  George 
Olson  and  Mrs.  Theo.  S.  Peterson). 

Louis  Larson,  a  well  known  farmer  of  section  36,  west,  Dovre  Township, 
was  born  in  Norway,  Sept.  2,  1847,  the  son  of  Andrew  and  Ingra  Larson,  who 
brought  the  family  to  Eau  Claire  in  1863  and  to  Dovre  Township  in  1867.  He 
helped  his  parents  develop  the  farm  and  for  a  time  was  employed  in  the  mills 
at  Eau  Claire.  He  well  remembers  the  early  days  when  there  were  few  settlers 
in  the  township,  when  provisions  had  to  be  brought  from  Eau  Claire  on  the 
settlers’  backs,  and  when  a  walk  to  Eau  Claire  was  regarded  as  not  much 
more  of  an  undertaking  than  an  auto  ride  there  now  is.  He  gradually  took 
over  the  responsibility  of  the  home  place  and  is  now  its  owner.  He  has  a  fine 
place  of  140  acres,  which  he  has  developed.  Each  acre  represents  hard  toil, 
for  in  the  days  when  he  was  clearing  land  there  was  no  dynamite,  and  the 
pulling  of  a  single  stump  was  a  hard  and  laborious  task.  On  this  place  he 
carries  on  general  farming  and  stock  raising.  He  is  active  in  public  affairs 
and  has  served  on  the  town  board  and  on  the  school  board,  both  with  credit. 
Mr.  Larson  was  married  on  the  farm,  about  1873,  to  Natie  Peterson,  who  was 
born  in  Norway,  Oct.  14,  1851.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  five  children: 
Albert  L.,  clerk  in  the  Farmers  Store  at  Bloomer,  who  married  Mary  Eng; 
Clara,  the  wife  of  Sigval  Severson  of  Dovre  Township;  Ingvald  of  Wheeler, 
Wis.,  who  married  Tillie  Anderson;  Alma,  wife  of  Oscar  Hanson  of  Dovre; 
and  Lena,  at  home.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Larson  are  active  in  the  affairs  of  the 
community,  in  which  they  are  highly  regarded. 

Charles  Larsgard,  retired  farmer,  living  at  417  West  Allen  street,  Oak 
Park,  Rice  Lake,  was  born  Feb.  22,  1854,  in  Aalesund,  Norway,  son  of  Jetmund 
and  Petrine  (Johanekn)  Larsgard,  also  natives  of  that  country.  He  received 
a  common  school  education  in  Norway,  and  after  leaving  school  followed  the 
sea.  He  came  to  America  in  1883,  and  located  in  Stanfold,  Barron  County, 
Wis.,  where  he  took  a  homestead  of  heavy  timber  land,  which  he  partly 
cleared,  and  erected  a  log  house,  barn  and  sheds.  In  1890  he  erected  a  frame 
residence.  He  sold  out  in  1902,  and  bought  80  acres  in  the  same  township, 
this  county,  four  miles  from  Rice  Lake.  This  was  partly  improved.  He  con¬ 
tinued  its  development,  and  farmed  thereon  until  1916,  when  he  sold  out,  and 
moved  to  Rice  Lake,  where  he  bought  a  lot  in  Oak  Park,  and  erected  a  modern 
home  in  Rice  Lake.  He  has  many  interesting  stories  to  tell  of  the  incidents 
pertaining  to  the  development  of  this  part  of  Wisconsin,  especially  of  the  fire 
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of  1899  when  he  lost  everything  he  possessed.  Mr.  Larsgard  was  married  July 
3,  1889,  at  Rice  Lake,  to  Anna  Johnson,  daughter  of  John  and  Ellen  (Jenson) 
Johnson,  who  came  to  this  country  in  1889.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Larsgard  have 
eight  children:  Tena,  Emma,  Josephine,  Joseph,  Carl,  Ella,  Tilda  E.,  and 
Lillis.  Tena  was  born  April  3,  1890,  was  married  to  Sigwat  Olsen  who  died 
July  19,  1920,  and  has  a  son,  Byron  Sidney  Olsen,  born  Feb.  2,  1913,  now 
living  with  his  grandparents.  Emma  was  born  Jan.  23,  1892,  and  works  in 
Minneapolis.  Josephine  was  born  Aug.  24,  1894,  married  Alex  Peterson,  who 
lives  on  the  home  farm,  and  has  one  son,  Lester  Clifford  Peterson,  born  May 

28,  1915.  Joseph  was  born  June  19,  1896,  and  lives  in  Racine,  Wis.  He  en¬ 
listed  at  Rice  Lake,  Wis.,  in  1917,  with  the  20th  Engineers  and  served  14 
months  in  France  in  the  World  War.  He  married  Dorris  O'Neil,  and  they 
have  one  child,  June  Dorris,  bom  Aug.  24,  1920.  Carl  was  born  Jan.  11,  1899, 
and  lives  at  home.  Ella  bora  July  6,  1902  and  Tilda  E.  born  July  5,  1904,  live 
in  Minneapolis.  Lillis  was  born  June  2,  1907,  and  attends  High  School  at 
Rice  Lake. 

Nels  Larson,  retired  contractor  and  one  of  the  aldermen  of  Rice  Lake, 
was  bora  in  Denmark,  Aug.  23,  1862,  the  son  of  Nels  and  Mary  Larson,  who 
spent  the  span  of  their  years  in  that  country.  He  was  educated  in  his  native 
land,  and  came  to  America  in  1882,  locating  first  in  Legana,  Mich.  He  was 
then  engaged  in  railroad  construction  for  several  years,  working  in  various 
parts  of  the  country.  In  1893  he  came  to  Rice  Lake  and  became  a  general 
contractor  on  his  own  responsibility.  He  was  successful  in  this  line  and 
built  up  an  excellent  business,  his  work  commending  itself  by  its  honesty  and 
excellence.  His  fair  dealing,  his  straightforward  methods,  and  his  knowledge 
of  his  business  won  for  him  a  high  place  in  the  community.  He  continued  in 
this  line  for  some  quarter  of  a  century,  and  then  retired.  He  stands  well  in 
the  community  and  enjoys  the  regard  of  his  fellow  men.  His  work  in  public 
life  has  demonstrated  his  desire  for  the  best  good  of  the  community  at  large, 
and  he  has  always  stood  for  those  things  which  he  has  believed  to  be  just 
and  right.  He  was  married  Dec.  11,  1890,  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  Wis.,  to  Mary 
Anderson,  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Britta  (Person)  Anderson,  who  came 
from  Sweden  in  1869,  and  took  up  farming,  the  father  dying  in  1910,  and  the 
mother  still  making  her  home  in  Mason  City,  Iowa.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Larson  are 
the  proud  parents  of  a  fine  family  of  eleven  children:  Charlotte  Katrene  was 
born  Jan.  22,  1892,  was  married  in  1911  to  Sam  Kellerman,  and  lives  in  Rice 
Lake.  Marion  D.  was  born  Aug.  22,  1893,  is  married  and  lives  in  Duluth. 
Albin  was  born  in  1894  and  died  in  infancy.  Edwin  L.  was  born  Nov.  29, 
1894,  is  married  and  lives  in  Oakland,  Calif.  He  served  in  the  World  War  as 
a  private  in  the  32nd  Division  for  two  years,  being  in  France  for  fifteen 
months,  and  seeing  active  service  at  the  front.  Esther  Ruth  was  born  May 

29,  1898,  married  Frank  Toma  and  lives  in  Duluth.  Amanda  E.,  born  July 
26,  1900,  died  in  infancy.  Florence  L.  was  born  Oct.  5,  1901,  and  died  in 
1907.  Lillian  A.  was  born  Dec.  9,  1904;  Laura,  Feb.  13,  1906;  Beatrice,  March 
20,  1909,  and  Sydney  F.,  March  20,  1914. 

Burre  Larson,  pioneer,  was  bora  in  Norway,  and  was  there  reared, 
educated  and  married.  He  brought  his  family  to  America  in  1866,  and 
located  in  Coon  Prairie  Township,  Vernon  County,  this  state.  Two  years 
later  he  came  to  Barron  County,  then  practically  a  wilderness,  and  took  a 
homestead  of  160  acres  in  Stanley  Township,  which  he  cleared  and  developed, 
and  where  he  farmed  for  the  remainder  of  his  days.  His  wife,  Jennie,  died  in 
1913.  They  were  the  parents  of  five  children:  Louis  Boreson,  of  Rice  Lake; 
Christ  B.,  of  Rice  Lake;  Minnie,  wife  of  John  Larson,  of  Cameron;  Ole 
(deceased),  and  Sophia,  wife  of  Christ  Satter,  of  Canton. 

Christ  B.  Larson,  Rice  Lake,  retired,  was  bora  in  Norway,  Jan.  17,  1849, 
son  of  Burre  and  Jennie  Larson,  who  brought  him  to  Coon  Prairie  Township, 
Vernon  County,  Wis.,  in  1866.  In  1870  he  with  his  father  came  to  Barron 
County,  each  taking  a  homestead.  Christ  remained  here  and  worked  for 


Digitized 


Google 


600 


HISTORY  OF  BARRON  COUNTY 


Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  In  1871  his  father  came  back,  bringing  the  rest  of  the 
family  with  him.  Christ’s  homestead  was  a  tract  of  wild  brush  prairie.  He 
cleared  it,  erected  buildings  and  fences,  purchased  stock  and  equipment,  and 
successfully  carried  on  general  farming  for  some  twenty  years.  Then  he 
bought  120  acres  in  Barron  Township.  This  was  likewise  wild,  and  as 
before  he  proceded  to  develop  a  good  place,  remodelling  the  small  log  house 
he  found  on  the  place,  and  erecting  barns  and  out  buildings.  There  he  farmed 
until  1907,  when  he  moved  to  Rice  Lake  City,  and  purchased  his  present  place 
at  223  Noble  avenue.  While  in  Barron  Township,  he  served  as  assessor  a  year. 
Mr.  Larson  was  married  Jan.  4,  1876,  to  Anna  Bren,  who  was  born  in  Nor¬ 
way,  June  8,  1858,  daughter  of  Simon  and  Paulina  Bren.  Mrs.  Larson  was 
the  oldest  of  five  children.  Christina  is  now  Mrs.  Carl  Olson,  of  Sumner 
Township ;  Jennie  is  now  Mrs.  Martin  Flifelt,  of  Oregon ;  Peter  lives  in  Wash¬ 
ington  state;  and  Clara,  who  married  William  Locke,  lives  in  Canton.  The 
family  faith  is  that  of  the  Free  Mission  Church 

Mathies  Lunde,  who  is  living  a  retired  life  in  Rice  Lake,  after  a  success¬ 
ful  career  for  many  years  as  a  farmer,  was  born  in  Lillehammer,  Norway, 
April  7,  1863,  son  of  Ole  and  Ingeborg  (Lunde)  Knudtrude,  taking  his  sur¬ 
name  from  the  family  name  of  his  mother.  The  father  died  at  the  age  of  77 
in  Norway,  and  the  mother  at  the  age  of  79  years.  In  the  family  there 
were  eight  children,  Hans,  Lars,  Iver  (deceased),  Peter,  Mathies,  Karen 
(deceased),  Ludwig  and  Julius.  Mathies  Lunde  received  his  early  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  land,  and  as  a  young  man  learned  the 
moulder’s  trade  in  his  father’s  factory.  With  this  preparation  he  came  to 
America  in  1879,  and  located  at  Rice  Lake,  where  he  became  employed  in  the 
blacksmith  shop  of  the  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  In  1885  he  determined  to  take  up 
farming,  and  with  this  object  in  view,  he  purchased  80  acres  in  Section  35. 
Chetek  Township.  This  land  was  all  wild.  He  built  a  log  house  and  log 
barn,  he  cleared  and  grubbed  most  of  the  land,  and  here  he  successfully 
farmed  for  fifteen  years.  He  was  well  regarded  by  his  neighbors,  and  a 
leader  among  them,  and  was  honored  with  several  public  offices.  He  did  good 
work  as  pathmaster,  and  was  also  a  valued  member  of  the  school  board.  After 
selling  his  farm  in  1900,  he  took  his  family  on  a  three  months’  trip  to  his 
native  land.  Upon  his  return  he  bought  40  acres  in  Section  31,  Rice  Lake 
Township,  where  he  continued  farming  for  fourteen  years.  In  1914  he  re¬ 
tired  and  moved  to  Rice  Lake,  where  he  has  a  pleasant  modern  home  at  20 
Reuter  avenue.  Mr.  Lunde  was  married  Feb.  28,  1879,  in  Norway,  to  Randine 
Bakstad,  born  at  Aamot,  Osterdalen,  Norway,  May  12,  1857,  daughter  of  Ole 
and  Elizabeth  (Larson)  Bakstad,  both  of  whom  died  in  Norway,  the  father  at 
the  age  of  sixty-one  years,  and  the  mother  at  the  age  of  forty.  In  the  family 
there  were  five  children:  Ole,  Christian,  Ludwig,  Randine  and  Soren.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Lunde  have  had  four  children.  Odie  was  bom  Dec.  20,  1879,  lives 
at  home  with  her  parents,  and  is  a  skilled  modiste.  Eline  died  at  fourteen 
years,  and  two  Ingeborgs  died  in  infancy.  The  family  attends  the  Norwegian 
Lutheran  Church. 

Henry  Soberg,  a  well  known  and  prosperous  farmer  of  Section  25,  west, 
Dovre  Township,  is  one  of  the  careful,  hard  working  men  of  the  community, 
and  has  by  industry  and  hard  work  built  up  a  good  place,  which  is  as  good 
as  any  to  be  found  in  the  neighborhood,  and  of  which  he  may  well  be  proud. 
He  was  bom  in  Norway,  Dec.  23,  1867,  the  son  of  Peter  and  Carrie  Soberg. 
He  attended  school  in  his  native  country,  and  was  but  fifteen,  when  in  1882, 
he  came  to  America.  For  a  time  he  worked  for  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  in  their 
mill  at  Menomonie.  He  also  worked  in  the  logging  woods  in  the  winter, 
spending  in  all,  fifteen  seasons  in  that  line  of  work.  In  1902  he  purchased  his 
present  place  of  160  acres.  A  log  cabin  had  been  built  and  a  few  acres 
cleared,  but  most  of  the  land  was  covered  with  brush  and  stumps.  After  he 
was  located,  he  bought  a  team  of  horses  and  a  cow,  and  thus  started  farming. 
The  results  that  he  has  since  achieved  have  been  due  to  his  hard  work,  his 
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enerjjy,  his  frugality,  and  his  unswerving  integrity.  Mr.  Soberg  was  married 
at  Eau  Claire  on  March  23,  1902,  to  Inga  Anderson,  born  in  Sand  Creek,  in 
Dunn  County,  Jan.  6,  1872,  the  daughter  of  Gregers  and  Helen  Anderson, 
early  settlers.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Soberg  have  four  children :  Helma,  Pearl,  Gilman 
and  Hilda. 

Martin  J.  Engebretson,  a  representative  farmer  of  Section  36,  east,  Dovre 
Township,  was  born  in  a  log  cabin  on  a  pioneer  farm  in  Auburn  Township, 
Chippewa  County,  this  state,  May  8,  1876,  the  son  of  Lars  and  Mary  (Oleson) 
Engebretson.  These  good  people  were  born  in  Norway,  came  to  America  as 
young  folks,  were  married  in  Wisconsin,  and  settled  in  Auburn  Township, 
Chippewa  county.  At  first  they  lived  in  a  log  cabin,  and  early  church  serv¬ 
ices  were  held  in  their  home.  The  father  was  a  prominent  man  and  for  some 
time  served  on  the  school  board.  Martin  J.  was  the  third  of  eight  children. 
He  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  and  attended  school  in  a  log  schoolhouse  in 
the  neighborhood.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  started  to  work  on  neighboring 
farms.  As  a  young  man  he  engaged  in  the  produce  business  at  New  Auburn, 
and  was  in  that  line  there  for  fifteen  years.  He  was  successful,  he  built  up 
a  good  trade,  became  well  known  throughout  the  vicinity,  and  had  the 
absolute  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  had  dealings.  His  thoughts  during 
this  period  continually  turned  to  farming,  and  in  1910  he  purchased  his 
present  tract  of  100  acres.  A  house  had  been  built,  and  an  old  log  barn.  Mr. 
Engebretson  has  renovated  the  house,  and  has  built  a  barn,  34  by  60  feet, 
with  full  cement  basement,  and  good  equipment.  He  has  also  put  up  sheds 
and  other  buildings.  He  has  a  well  developed  place,  and  carries  on  general 
farming  and  dairying,  making  a  specialty  of  Red  Poll  cattle  and  Percheron 
horses.  He  is  a  director  in  the  Co-operative  Creamery  and  in  the  Co-oper¬ 
ative  Store  at  New  Auburn.  He  is  a  man  of  considerable  influence,  his 
opinions  are  regarded  with  respect,  and  he  is  well  along  the  road  to  success. 
Mr.  Engebretson  was  married  at  New  Auburn,  June  16,  1910,  to  Grace  Buck, 
who  was  born  in  Hartford,  S.  D.,  on  April  8,  1890,  the  daughter  of  Edwin  and 
Millie  Buck.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  two  children:  Eldred  and 
Duard.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Andrew  Wold,  for  nearly  thirty  years  a  prominent  and  successful  citizen 
of  Trempealeau  County,  in  this  state,  and  now  an  estimable  resident  on  Sec¬ 
tion  36,  Dovre  Township,  this  county,  was  born  in  Christiania,  Norway,  Jan. 
1,  1869,  the  son  of  Andrew  Larson  and  Karn  Wold,  and  was  there  reared  and 
educated.  In  1881,  at  the  age  of  twenty-two,  he  came  to  the  United  States, 
and  started  work  on  a  farm  in  Rock  County,  this  state,  near  Beloit,  where  he 
arrived  with  practically  nothing.  There  he  worked  for  two  years  and  there 
he  was  married.  In  1883  he  went  to  La  Crosse  County,  and  there  stayed  a 
year,  going  from  there  in  1884  to  Trempealeau  County,  where  he  located  in 
Etrick  Township,  near  Blair.  That  vicinity  had  been  settled  for  some  thirty 
years,  and  was  well  populated,  and  Blair  was  a  good-sized  village,  but  the 
particular  forty  acres  upon  which  Mr.  Wood  settled  was  practically  all  wild. 
In  time  he  developed  it  into  a  good  place,  and  added  more  land.  He  put  up  a 
good  set  of  buildings,  and  there  carried  on  general  farming  about  twenty- 
eight  years.  During  his  early  period  in  this  state  Mr.  Wold  worked  in  the 
woods  nine  winters,  and  was  west  threshing  19  falls.  For  seven  springs 
he  worked  on  the  Mississippi  river  and  for  two  years  as  a  fireman  in  the 
lumber  mills  at  La  Crosse.  In  1912  he  sold  his  farm  near  Blair  and  came  to 
Barron  County,  where  he  bought  120  acres  in  Barron  Township,  three  miles 
north  of  the  village.  This  was  wild,  the  only  building  standing  on  it  being 
a  schoolhouse,  and  less  than  three  acres  being  broken.  He  put  up  a  good 
house  at  a  cost  of  $4,000,  suitable  barns,  and  broke  some  of  the  land.  In  1919 
he  came  to  his  present  place  of  160  acres.  He  has  a  good  house,  two  sub¬ 
stantial  barns,  42  by  26,  and  60  by  36  feet;  a  silo,  36  by  16  feet,  and  other 
suitable  buildings.  Here  he  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and 
stock  breeding.  His  cattle  are  of  the  Holstein  breed.  Since  coming  here. 
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Mr.  Wold  has  taken  his  share  in  the  general  affairs  of  the  community,  and 
he  is  regarded  as  an  upright  and  useful  man.  For  some  years  he  has  been 
one  of  the  officers  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church  at  Barron,  Wis.  He  is  a 
stockholder  in  the  Barron  Creamery  Co.  Mr.  Wold  was  married,  May  17, 
1882,  at  Oxfordville,  Rock  County,  'this  state,  to  Mary  Ingeborg,  who  was  born 
in  Norway,  July  2,  1860,  and  came  to  this  country  alone  in  1882.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wold  have  five  children:  Clara,  John,  Albert,  Isaac  and  Edwin.  Clara  is  the 
wife  of  Bert  Dalhol  of  Barron  County.  John  is  a  farmer  in  Barron  Township. 
Albert  is  working  in  Barron.  Isaac  and  Edwin  are  on  the  home  farm,  and 
own  an  interest  in  it.  Both  are  good  farmers  and  hard  workers,  and  both 
are  popular  among  the  young  people  of  the  community. 

James  Quinn,  a  progressive  farmer  of  Section  8,  Doyle  Township,  was 
born  at  Schleswig,  Manitowoc  County,  Wis.,  Jan.  6,  1870,  the  son  of  Joseph 
and  Johanna  (Dowd)  Quinn,  natives  of  Ireland,  who  came  to  America  in  1845, 
and  located  at  Manitowoc,  Wis.,  both  being  now  dead.  He  received  a  common 
school  education,  and  farmed  for  a  while  with  his  father.  As  a  young  man 
he  worked  six  years  for  the  well-known  lumber  company  of  Knapp,  Stout  & 
Co.  at  Rice  Lake.  In  1894  he  purchased  80  acres  of  wild  timber  land  in 
Section  8,  Doyle  Township.  There  he  built  a  log  house  and  barn,  and  started 
to  clear  up  the  land.  Then  he  brought  his  bride  to  the  place,  and  started 
home  making.  By  hard  work  and  industrious  application,  he  has  built  up  a 
good  farm.  In  1910,  his  prosperity  was  sufficiently  advanced  to  warrant  his 
erecting  a  suitable  set  of  buildings,  consisting  of  a  pleasant  house,  com¬ 
modious  barn,  and  other  suitable  structures.  He  has  adequate  equipment, 
and  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  He  sells  his  cream 
to  the  Central  Butter  &  Cheese  Association  of  Doyle  Township,  in  which  he 
is  a  stockholder.  Mr.  Quinn  takes  much  pride  in  keeping  up  his  place  and 
he  has  already  got  a  good  start  in  life.  He  believes  in  doing  his  share  in 
every  effort  which  is  for  the  good  of  the  community,  and  he  is  a  good  and 
useful  citizen  in  every  respect.  Fraternally  he  is  a  popular  member  of  the 
Catholic  Order  of  Foresters.  Mr.  Quinn  was  married  in  Doyle  Township, 
April  20,  1896,  to  Maryann  Nalley,  born  in  Cedar  Lake  Township,  now  Doyle, 
on  Dec.  8,  1880,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  LeRoy  Nalley.  The  father 
is  now  farming  at  Medon,  S.  D.,  and  the  mother,  whose  family  name  was 
Harris,  is  dead.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Quinn  have  nine  children:  Mary  L.,  born  Dec. 
7,  1898,  now  the  wife  of  Philip  Matton,  of  Barron  County;  Alice  R.,  born  Jan. 
4,  1900,  who  is  a  proficient  teacher;  Anna  E.,  born  April  15,  1902;  Edward  J., 
born  March  4,  1905;  Hazel  N.,  bom  Dec.  2,  1907;  Grace  L.,  bom  March  30, 
1912;  Helen  C.,  born  Aug.  17,  1914,  and  Vema  C.,  bom  Dec.  30,  1916.  The 
family  faith  is  that  of  the  Catholic  Church. 

George  H.  McFarlane,  an  early  settler  in  Cedar  Lake  Township,  Barron 
County,  now  long  since  deceased,  was  bom  in  New  Brunswick,  Canada,  April 
20,  1840,  the  son  of  John  and  Martha  (Sharp)  McFarlane,  who  were  farming 
people,  and  who  were  both  bom  in  that  Province.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
received  a  common  school  education,  and  worked  with  his  father  until  after 
attaining  his  majority.  In  1863,  he  came  to  the  United  States,  and  located  in 
Wisconsin,  making  his  headquarters  at  Eau  Claire,  and  working  in  the  lumber 
camps  in  the  winter  time  and  in  the  sawmills  in  the  summer  time.  In  1873 
he  filed  on  a  homestead  of  160  acres  near  Eau  Claire,  but  did  not  prove  up  on 
it.  It  was  in  1874  that  he  came  to  Barron  County,  and  secured  160  acres  of 
timber  land  in  Cedar  Lake  Township.  Here  he  cleared  about  a  half  an 
acre  in  the  woods,  and  put  up  a  log  house  and  a  log  barn.  For  a  few  years 
they  endured  many  privations.  The  country  was  at  that  time  but  sparsely 
settled.  Rice  Lake  was  but  just  emerging  from  a  lumber  camp  into  a  small 
hamlet.  The  routes  of  travel  were  mostly  the  “tote”  roads  of  the  lumber 
companies.  Money  was  scarce.  It  was  still  uncertain  whether  farming  would 
ever  be  successful  here.  But  he  had  courage  and  he  had  faith  in  the  future. 
So  he  plowed  his  little  garden  plot  with  a  grub  hoe,  while  he  dreamed  of  the 
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fertile  fields  that  were  yet  to  be.  He  worked  hard,  took  cheerfully  what  life 
brought  him,  did  his  duty  in  every  way,  and  was  getting  a  good  start  when 
death  overtook  him,  Nov.  6,  1884.  He  was  a  faithful  husband,  an  affectionate 
father,  a  good  neighbor  and  a  loyal  friend,  and  his  memory  is  still  fresh  in 
the  hearts  and  minds  of  those  who  loved  and  respected  him.  In  1886,  his 
wife  sold  the  farm,  and  purchased  40  acres  of  partly  improved  land  in  Section 
4,  Doyle  Township,  where  she  still  lives.  Mr.  McFarlane  was  married  Dec.  9, 
1863,  in  New  Brunswick,  Canada,  to  Jane  Brackett,  born  there  Feb.  13,  1840, 
daughter  of  Daniel  and  Mary  (Connell)  Brackett,  the  former  a  native  of 
Portland,  Me.,  and  the  latter  of  Ireland.  Daniel  Brackett  was  £  veteran  of  the 
war  of  1812.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McFarlane  had  eight  children:  James  B.,  Daniel 
D.,  William  John,  George  T.,  Earl  A.,  Arthur  E.,  Soloman  B.,  and  Helen  B. 
James  B.  was  born  Feb.  14,  1866,  and  lives  at  Rice  Lake.  He  married  Helen  N. 
Hathaway,  and  they  have  five  children,  namely:  Keith  V.,  born  Feb.  7,  1888; 
Ellen  B.,  born  Nov.  7,  1889,  died  Dec.  11,  1889;  Jennie  G.,  born  Sept.  11,  1896; 
Howard  J.,  born  Dec.  28,  1898,  and  Faith  H.,  born  June  25,  1902.  Daniel  D. 
and  William  John,  twins,  were  born  July  14,  1868.  Daniel  D.  lives  in  the 
state  of  Washington.  He  was  married  March  21,  1894,  to  Cara  L.  Brunson, 
and  they  have  four  children :  Gordon  L.,  born  Oct.  5,  1898 ;  Helen  I.,  born  Oct. 
10,  1900;  Burmah  E.,  born  Jan.  6,  1903,  and  Veda  M.,  born  in  1906.  William 
John  lives  in  the  State  of  Washington.  He  was  married  Aug.  19,  1896,  to 
Susie  M.  Reitz,  and  they  have  four  children:  Irene  C.,  born  July  9,  1897; 
Douglas  W.,  born  July  19,  1901;  Celista  A.,  born  May  17,  1903,  and  Margaret 
P.,  born  Nov.  1,  1904.  George  T.  was  born  Jan.  9,  1870.  He  was  married  Dec. 
23,  1901,  to  Angie  Smith,  and  they  have  two  children:  Ellen,  Born  Sept.  30, 

1902,  and  Reginald,  born  in  1900.  Earl  A.  was  born  May  4,  1877,  and  lives  at 
Rice  Lake.  He  was  married  Dec.  24,  1902,  to  Lottie  Hurd,  and  they  have  two 
children:  Blanche  D.,  born  Oct.  4,  1903,  and  John  A.,  born  in  1906.  Arthur  E. 
was  born  March  24,  1879,  and  lives  at  Minneapolis.  He  was  married  Aug.  7, 

1903,  to  Lottie  Skinner,  and  they  have  a  son,  Van  E.,  born  July  9,  1904.  Solo- 
man  B.  died  in  1884,  at  the  age  of  one  year  and  nine  months.  Helen  B.  died 
in  1887  at  the  age  of  eleven  months  and  nine  days. 

Gilbert  J.  Mireau,  a  leading  farmer  of  Doyle  Township,  was  born  in  Oak 
Grove  Township,  March  1,  1871,  the  son  of  Aristide  and  Sarah  (La  Brie) 
Mireau.  The  father,  who  was  known  as  Aristide  Mero,  was  one  of  the  best  liked 
citizens  of  the  county,  and  after  an  active  life  as  a  pioneer,  public  official  and 
farmer,  died  at  Rice  Lake  July  21,  1921.  The  mother  is  a  member  of  the  first 
family  to  settle  in  Oak  Grove  Township.  In  the  home  of  these  good  people, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  to  sturdy  boyhood.  He  attended  the  dis¬ 
trict  school  in  the  neighborhood  and  learned  farming  from  his  father.  In  1895 
he  started  farming  for  himself  in  Doyle  Township.  In  1900  he  purchased  120 
acres  in  Section  19,  the  same  township.  The  place  had  been  partly  improved. 
These  improvements  he  has  continued,  and  in  1910  did  some  extensive  building, 
including  the  erection  of  a  good  frame  house,  a  granary,  chicken  house,  and 
machine  sheds.  He  has  a  well  tilled  farm,  well  fenced  and  well  stocked,  and 
successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  In  his  herd  are  nine 
full-blooded  Durham  cattle  and  a  full-blooded  Durham  sire.  He  is  a  stock¬ 
holder  in  the  Equity  Exchange  at  Gampia.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Modern  Woodmen  of  the  World,  and  of  the  Domestic  Workers  of  the  World. 
He  has  naturally  taken  the  deepest  interest  in  the  growth  and  development  of 
the  county  which  the  members  of  his  family  assisted  in  settling,  and  he  has 
done  his  share  as  a  good  citizen  in  everything  that  has  been  for  the  good  of  the 
neighborhood.  He  is  well  liked  by  his  associates,  and  is  already  well  along  the 
road  to  success.  For  the  past  twelve  years  he  has  served  as  school  treasurer 
and  he  is  also  vice-president  of  the  Equity  Exchange  at  Campia.  Mr.  Mireau 
was  married  at  Dobie,  in  this  county,  July  15,  1895,  to  Angeline  Ammans,  who 
was  born  in  Stanfold  Township  on  Oct.  11,  1879,  the  daughter  of  Charles  and 
Emily  (Peltier)  Ammans,  the  former  of  whom  died  Dec.  25,  1920,  and  the  lat- 
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ter,  May  21,  1893.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mireau  have  seven  children:  Philomene  was 
born  March  21,  1896;  Aristide  C.  was  born  Feb.  6,  1898;  Grace  M.  was  born 
Dec.  18,  1899;  Raymond  A.  was  born  June  17,  1901;  Louise  L.  was  born  April 
13,  1903;  Elsie  A.  was  born  Jan.  25,  1910;  and  Orvel  Harry  was  born  June  25, 
1917,  and  died  the  same  day.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church. 

Charles  H.  Roark,  an  energetic  farmer  of  Section  3,  Doyle  Township,  was 
born  in  Hamilton  Township,  Lee  County,  Illinois,  Oct.  12,  1890,  the  son  of 
Henry  and  Ella  (McKeel)  Roark,  who  are  now  living  in  Illinois,  where  they 
are  estimable  and  reputable  citizens.  He  received  a  good  common  school  edu¬ 
cation  and  learned  farming  from  his  father.  For  a  while  he  worked  on  the 
railroad,  but  most  of  his  youth  was  devoted  to  farming.  In  1920  he  purchased 
his  present  place  of  160  acres.  It  is  a  well  improved  farm,  with  good  buildings 
and  equipment.  Here  Mr.  Roark  is  successfully  farming  and  laying  the  foun¬ 
dations  for  a  successful  future.  He  has  a  good  grade  of  cattle,  headed  by  a 
full-blooded  Holstein  sire.  His  cream  is  sold  at  the  Central  Cheese  and  But¬ 
ter  Association  factory  in  Doyle  Township,  in  which  he  is  a  stockholder.  Mr. 
Roark  is  prominent  in  the  social  affairs  of  the  neighborhood,  and  he  and  his 
wife  delight  in  keeping  open  house  to  their  friends.  He  was  married  Dec.  12, 
1910,  in  Illinois,  to  Anna  Coughran,  who  was  born  in  Whiteside  County,  Illi¬ 
nois,  Oct.  25,  1898,  the  daughter  of  James  and  Margaret  (Durr)  Coughran, 
both  of  whom  are  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roark  have  two  children: 
Margaret  E.,  born  Oct.  12,  1911,  and  Charlotte  A.,  born  Oct.  20,  1917. 

Ralph  J.  Skoda,  an  energetic  young  farmer  of  Section  15,  Doyle  Township, 
was  born  in  Box  Butte  County,  Nebr.,  the  son  of  Julius  and  Francis  (Krats- 
chail)  Skoda,  natives  of  Bohemia,  the  former  of  whom  is  dead,  and  the  latter 
of  whom  still  lives  in  Nebraska.  Ralph  J.  was  educated  in  the  common  schools 
and  as  a  youth  learned  the  brick  mason’s  trade.  In  1913  he  went  to  Vienna, 
S.  D.,  and  worked  at  his  trade  there.  He  came  to  Doyle  Township  and  bought 
his  present  place  of  forty  acres  in  1919.  It  was  then  wild  cut-over  land.  He 
has  built  a  frame  house  and  barn,  and  is  getting  well  started.  Mr.  Skoda  was 
married  in  1911  at  Schuyler,  Colfax  County,  Nebr.,  to  Julia  Holada,  daughter 
of  Joseph  and  Bertha  (Wobat)  Holada,  natives  of  Bohemia,  both  of  whom  now 
live  in  Vienna,  S.  D.,  where  they  are  farming.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Skoda  have  one 
daughter,  Bernice  Helen,  born  at  Creston,  Nebraska,  March  15,  1912.  The 
family  faith  is  that  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

Ole  Anderson,  now  deceased,  was  for  many  years  one  of  the  substantial 
men  of  the  community.  His  ambition  was  to  build  up  a  good  home  and  a 
good  farm,  and  in  this  he  succeeded  so  well  that  his  stone  house  will  remain 
a  landmark  in  Dovre  Township  for  many  years  to  come.  He  was  born  in 
Norway,  April  22,  1840,  his  parents  being  Andreas  and  Martha,  and  he  was 
there  reared  and  educated.  In  1869  he  came  to  America;  on  Jan.  20,  1874,  at 
Eau  Claire,  Wis.,  was  married  to  Bertha  Anderson,  daughter  of  Anders  and 
Inga  Anderson.  She  was  born  Oct.  7,  1835.  Soon  after  his  marriage,  or  in 
February,  1874,  Mr.  Anderson  secured  160  acres  of  wild  land  in  Section  35. 
west,  Dovre  Township.  There  he  built  a  log  house,  16  by  24  feet,  and  by  hard 
work  started  to  develop  a  farm.  For  some  years  he  used  an  ox  team.  He 
brought  provisions  from  the  trading  points  afoot.  Gradually  prosperity 
crowned  his  efforts.  In  1902  .he  built  a  good  barn,  and  in  1909  added  a  silo. 
It  was  in  1907  that  he  put  up  the  substantial  stone  house  which  now  ornaments 
the  place.  He  waa  active  in  the  affairs  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church,  and 
was  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  congregation  at  Sand  Creek,  Dunn  County.  He 
died  Dec.  8,  1920,  and  his  wife  on  Jan.  30,  1917.  There  were  two  children: 
Albert  Martin,  a  farmer  of  Dovre  Township,  and  Andrea,  the  wife  of  Carl 
Albert  Olson,  who  lives  on  the  home  farm. 

Carl  Albert  Olson,  a  careful  and  prudent  farmer  of  Section  85,  west,  Dovre 
Township,  was  born  in  Sweden,  March  28,  1879,  and  was  there  educated,  re¬ 
ceiving  his  home  training  on  a  farm.  He  came  to  America  in  1898,  and  for 
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three  years  worked  in  Canada.  In  1896  he  located  at  Duluth,  and  subsequently 
worked  in  various  places  in  Minnesota  until  1917.  Then  he  came  to  Barron 
County.  He  operates  the  Ole  Anderson  farm,  owned  by  his  wife,  and  has  been 
successful  in  his  endeavors.  He  is  enterprising  and  progressive,  and  stands 
well  with  all  who  know  him.  Mr.  Olson  was  married  Dec.  9,  1916,  to  Andrea 
Anderson,  born  on  this  place,  Feb.  10,  1881,  the  daughter  of  Ole  and  Bertha 
Anderson,  native  of  Norway.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson  had  one  child,  Mandell 
Orrin,  born  Nov.  28,  1919,  who  died  Jan.  28,  1921.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Olson  take 
their  part  in  the  social  affairs  of  the  community  and  delight  in  extending  the 
hospitality  of  their  home  to  their  numerous  friends. 

Porter  P.  Goodenough,  pioneer  woodsman,  now  living  retired  in  Village  of 
Exeland,  has  been  identified  with  the  lumbering  interests  of  this  region  for 
some  forty  years,  and  has  seen  the  growth  and  decline  of  that  industry  here, 
in  all  its  aspects.  He  has  also  seen  much  of  the  inception,  growth  and  devel¬ 
opment  of  the  farming  industry  in  this  vicinity.  He  was  born  on  a  farm  near 
Neota,  in  Dodge  County,  this  state,  June  28,  1853,  son  of  Benjamin  and  Cath¬ 
erine  (Rich)  Goodenough,  both  natives  of  the  Mohawk  River  region  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  and  both  descended  from  good  old  American  families.  He  was  reared 
to  farm  work,  and  in  1871,  brought  his  bride  to  Chippewa  County,  and  located 
in  Bloomer  Township.  Chippewa  County  was  then  undeveloped,  times  were 
hard,  provisions  were  scarce.  Often  he  had  to  cart  supplies  on  his  back  from 
far  away  trading  points,  through  the  woods.  At  once,  upon  his  arrival  here, 
he  became  identified  with  the  lumbering  industry,  working  in  the  woods  in  the 
winter  and  on  the  river  drives  in  the  spring.  His  adventures,  if  recorded, 
would  constitute  a  volume  of  the  deepest  interest  to  the  present  generation.  He 
saw  the  picturesque  days  of  the  logging  camps,  where  life  was  lived  in  the 
rough,  where  not  only  a  man’s  standing  among  his  fellow  men,  and  his  liveli¬ 
hood,  but  often  his  very  bodily  safety  and  life,  depended  on  his  strength  of 
body,  his  quick  judgment,  and  cool  conduct.  He  has  seen  the  crews  go  into 
the  pathless  woods,  build  their  camps,  live  through  the  winter  amid  the  crudest 
conditions,  isolated  from  civilization,  cut  down  the  trees,  and  move  on,  leav¬ 
ing  instead  of  the  virgin  forest,  a  waste  of  stumps  and  brush.  He  has  seen  the 
logs  floated  down  the  streams  to  the  mills,  he  has  seen  the  log  jams,  he  has 
seen  lives  snuffed  out  in  the  treacherous  waters,  under  the  logs,  and  has  him¬ 
self  had  many  narrow  escapes  when  the  slightest  misstep  meant  injury  and 
even  death.  When  the  industry  in  this  region  began  to  wane,  he  gave  up  log¬ 
ging  and  settled  down  to  farm  work  on  a  place  in  Section  28,  Township  33, 
Rusk  County,  in  the  Bear  Lake  region.  This  was  1899.  He  built  up  a  good 
farm,  and  was  successful  in  his  operations.  After  his  wife  died  in  1920,  he  re¬ 
tired,  and  now  lives  with  his  daughter  in  the  Village  of  Exeland.  He  is  a  man 
of  unusual  vigor  and  health,  he  keeps  abreast  of  modern  thought  and  progress, 
and  he  is  respected  by  all  who  know  him.  A  genial  companion,  he  has  many 
interesting  stories  to  tell  of  the  early  days,  and  he  is  admired  by  those  of  his 
own  generation  and  beloved  by  all  the  children.  Mr.  Goodenough  was  mar¬ 
ried  at  Black  River  Falls  on  June  28,  1871,  to  Carrie  Calkins,  who  was  born  at 
Morton  on  Feb.  7,  1856,  the  daughter  of  Weldon  and  Olive  Calkins.  She  died 
March  30,  1920.  In  the  family  there  are  three  children :  Edmond  Ray,  of  Bar¬ 
ron  County;  John  Wesley,  of  Rush  County;  and  Olive  Jessie,  the  wife  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Baldridge,  of  Exeland,  Wis. 

Christian  George  Carlson,  an  energetic  and  substantial  farmer  of  Section 
16,  Dovre  Township,  who  passed  away  Aug.  10,  1921,  was  born  on  the  place 
where  he  subsequently  made  his  home,  Feb.  14,  1881,  the  son  of  Martin  and 
Ingrid  (Stene)  Carlson.  He  was  reared  here,  learned  farming  from  his  father, 
and  attended  the  district  school  in  the  neighborhood.  From  1905  to  1912  he 
was  in  partnership  with  his  brothers,  Sigurd  Alfred  and  Carl  Joseph,  in  farm¬ 
ing  over  a  section  of  their  father’s  land.  After  the  partnership  was  dissolved, 
he  operated  the  200  acres  surrounding  the  old  home.  The  place  is  known  as 
the  “Heide  Farm”,  that  being  the  name  of  the  estate  upon  which  the  ancestors 
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lived  in  Norway,  and  also  the  real  family  designation.  Mr.  Carlson  carried  on 
general  farming  and  dairying.  He  was  successful  in  his  operations,  his  judg¬ 
ment  was  most  excellent,  and  he  occupied  a  position  as  one  of  the  real  leaders 
of  the  community.  Mr.  Carlson  was  married  at  his  home  in  Dovre  on  Feb.  14, 
1911,  to  Hansine  Thue,  who  was  born  in  Norway,  May  19,  1886,  and  came  to 
America  alone  at  the  age  of  twenty-five.  This  union  was  blessed  with  five  chil¬ 
dren:  Ingrid,  Fritjof,  Borghild,  Signe  and  Gudrun. 

Christ  M.  Pinnerud,  a  representative  farmer  of  Section  21,  Dovre  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  Norway,  Dec.  4,  1860,  the  son  of  Michael  and  Carrie  Pin¬ 
nerud.  He  was  the  third  of  seven  children,  the  others  in  the  family  being 
Nickoline,  Johannes,  Olea,  Hans,  Martha  and  Johanna.  The  father  and  one 
of  the  sons,  Johannes,  came  to  America  in  1869,  and  for  a  while  lived  in  Fill¬ 
more  County,  Minnesota.  Then  they  went  in  the  fall  to  Decorah,  Iowa,  where 
they  were  joined  in  1870  by  the  mother  and  the  rest  of  the  children,  except 
Nickoline,  who  came  the  next  year.  In  1872,  the  family  came  to  Barron  County, 
and  located  on  160  acres  of  wild  land  in  Section  28,  Dovre  Township,  T.  32, 

R.  10.  They  put  up  a  log  building  and  moved  into  it.  Their  domestic  animals 
consisted  of  a  yoke  of  oxen  and  a  cow,  and  their  farm  equipment  was  most 
meager.  But  they  persevered,  and  in  time  won  success.  The  mother  died  Jan. 
19,  1891,  and  the  father,  March  7,  1904,  she  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  and  he  at 
the  age  of  eighty-four.  The  homestead  was  owned  and  occupied  by  the  son, 
Hans,  a  prominent  farmer,  and  Johannes  made  a  home  for  his  father  in  his  de¬ 
clining  years.  Christ  M.  remained  with  his  parents  for  a  while,  and  in  1872 
homesteaded  80  acres  of  wild  land  in  Section  21,  Dovre  Township,  T.  32,  R.  10. 
He  built  a  log  cabin  and  there  he  and  his  bride  started  home-making.  The 
log  house  and  the  log  barn  were  each  16  by  20.  The  tables,  chairs  and  benches 
were  home-made.  Their  domestic  animals  consisted  of  the  usual  yoke  of  oxen 
and  one  cow.  With  this  beginning  they  have  built  a  good  place,  and  are  num¬ 
bered  among  the  prosperous  and  substantial  people  of  the  community.  They 
have  delighted  in  extending  hospitality  to  their  friends  and  their  children’s 
friends,  and  their  home  is  always  open  to  all  the  neighbors.  Mr.  Pinnerud  was 
married  Oct.  17,  1880,  to  Pernille  Nordsveen,  who  was  born  in  Norway,  Feb.  3, 
1862,  the  daughter  of  Mikkel  and  Gunaar  Nordsveen,  and  came  to  America  in 
1880.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pinnerud  have  six  children:  Mina,  Martin,  George,  Chris¬ 
tine,  Peter  and  Carl.  Mina  was  born  Aug.  3,  1881,  and  is  the  wife  of  Herman 

S.  Brown,  of  Glenwood  City,  Wis.  Martin  was  born  June  21,  1883,  and  died 
in  1912.  George  was  born  Aug.  10,  1886,  and  is  on  the  home  place.  Christine 
was  born  Dec.  24,  1887,  and  is  at  home.  Peter  Magnus  was  born  Nov.  21,  1890, 
and  died  in  1918.  Carl  was  born  April  13,  1896,  and  is  at  home.  George  and 
Carl  are  energetic  and  enterprising  young  men,  good  farmers  and  good  citi¬ 
zens,  and  stand  well  with  all  who  know  them.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the 
Norwegian  Lutheran  Church  at  Dovre,  in  which  Mr.  Pinnerud  has  been  a  trus¬ 
tee.  As  the  father  of  children,  he  is  interested  in  education  and  has  served 
on  the  school  board  18  years. 

Christian  Michaelson  (Leen),  one  of  the  early  settlers,  who  located  in 
Section  30,  Dovre  Township,  a  half  century  ago,  was  born  in  Norway,  and 
there  grew  to  manhood.  He  married  and  had  three  children:  one  son  (de¬ 
ceased),  Anette  and  Betsey.  After  his  first  wife’s  death  he  married  Annette 
Peterson.  To  this  union  were  born:  Martin,  deceased;  Charles  M.,  Minnie, 
Julius,  August  (deceased),  Albert,  Matilda  (deceased),  Clara  and  Rena.  Mr. 
Leen  brought  the  family  to  America  in  the  middle  sixties,  and  located  on  a 
farm  in  Coon  Prairie,  near  La  Crosse,  Wisconsin.  From  there,  in  1871,  he  came 
to  Barron  County,  and  located  in  Section  80,  Dovre  Township.  No  buildings 
had  been  erected,  the  land  was  covered  with  timber,  and  no  roads  had  been 
built  to  it.  He  put  up  a  log  cabin  to  live  in  and  started  brushing,  as  all  he 
had  with  him  was  a  cow.  The  market  was  at  Eau  Claire  and  Chippewa  Falls, 
and  to  get  flour  and  groceries,  he  walked  to  these  places,  bringing  home  his 
purchases  on  his  back.  In  time  he  got  a  pair  of  oxen.  Gradually,  by  hard  work, 
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he  built  up  the  place,  and  developed  a  good  farm.  He  died  in  December,  1894, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-eight,  having  lived  to  see  a  part  of  the  wonderful  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  county  which  he  had  found  a  wilderness.  His  wife  now  lives  in 
Rice  Lake,  at  the  good  old  age  of  eighty  years. 

Charles  Michaelson  Leen,  a  representative  farmer  of  Section  7,  Dovre 
Township,  was  born  on  a  farm  in  Coon  Prairie,  near  La  Crosse,  this  state,  Nov. 
18,  1868,  the  son  of  Christian  Michaelson  Leen  and  Annette  Peterson,  who 
brought  him  to  Dovre  Township  in  1871.  He  grew  to  boyhood  amid  pioneer 
conditions,  and  attended  a  little  pioneer  school,  making  his  way  there  with  the 
other  children  of  the  family,  through  the  woods,  along  a  trail  which  for  their 
safety  their  father  had  blazed  in  the  wilderness.  As  a  young  man  he  operated 
the  home  place.  In  1909  he  bought  his  present  place  of  103  acres,  and  to  its 
development  has  since  devoted  his  attention.  He  successfully  carries  on  gen¬ 
eral  farming,  and  occupies  a  position  of  respect  and  honor  in  the  community. 
Mr.  Leen  was  married  in  Dovre  on  April  4,  1898,  to  Julia  Branville,  who  was 
born  in  Chippewa  County,  this  state,  April  22,  1874,  the  daughter  of  Martin 
and  Gunda  Branville.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  three  daughters  and 
one  son:  Gertrude,  a  successful  teacher,  and  Maurine,  living,  and  one  daugh¬ 
ter  and  one  son  deceased. 

Otto  Carlson,  a  representative  farmer  of  Section  11,  Dovre  Township,  who 
for  over  forty  years  has  maintained  an  excellent  reputation  here  as  a  hard 
working,  industrious  citizen,  was  born  in  Sweden,  Jan.  16,  1854,  and  was  reared 
and  educated  there.  Even  as  a  young  boy  he  made  up  his  mind  that  he  would 
some  time  come  to  America.  At  the  age  of  twenty,  in  1874,  his  ambition  was 
realized.  Upon  his  arrival,  he  located  on  Mud  Creek,  near  Menomonie,  in 
Dunn  County,  this  state,  and  while  he  was  getting  a  start  and  learning  the 
language,  worked  on  farms  by  the  month  for  six  years.  In  1880  he  came  to 
Barron  County,  and  located  in  Dovre  Township,  where  he  rented  farms  for 
several  years.  In  1915  he  bought  his  present  farm.  Here  he  successfully  car¬ 
ries  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  He  is  a  man  who  stands  well  in  the 
community,  he  believes  in  good  roads  and  has  done  what  he  could  to  upbuild  the 
community,  while  establishing  his  own  success.  For  twenty-five  years  he  was 
road  overseer  of  his  district,  and  since  1919  has  been  supervisor  of  roads  for 
the  whole  township.  He  is  a  most  proficient  road  builder,  he  understands  high¬ 
way  conditions  thoroughly,  and  under  his  management  the  roads  are  being 
fittingly  shaped.  He  and  his  son,  a  good  farmer,  a  good  citizen,  and  a  progres¬ 
sive  man,  conduct  the  farm  together,  so  the  place  is  well  looked  after  while 
he  is  road  building.  Mr.  Carlson  was  married  Nov.  9,  1880,  to  Lena  Chris¬ 
tianson,  who  died  May  2,  1901,  leaving  a  son,  Carl,  who  was  born  Oct.  16,  1889. 
Carl  is  one  of  the  popular  young  men  of  the  community,  and  a  good  farmer, 
and  he  helps  his  father  with  his  work.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Swedish 
Lutheran  Church. 

Charles  Henry  Roemhild,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Section  27,  Prairie  Farm 
Township,  was  born  in  a  log  house  in  Section  34,  this  township,  March  12,  1870, 
the  son  of  Carl  August  and  Eva  (Mueller)  Roemhild,  early  settlers.  He  re¬ 
ceived  such  education  as  was  afforded  in  the  log  schoolhouse  established  by 
his  father,  and  learned  farming  on  the  home  place.  He  lost  his  father  when 
he  was  but  thirteen,  so  his  help  was  early  needed  on  the  farm.  When  he  was 
but  sixteen  he  started  work  as  teamster,  hauling  cord  wood.  Thereafter  he 
spent  several  seasons  in  logging  camps.  After  his  father's  death,  he  and  his 
brother,  Frank,  carried  on  the  home  farm  together  until  1900,  when  each 
bought  a  half  of  it.  In  1911  he  bought  120  acres  of  another  tract,  but  later  sold 
it  to  his  son,  George.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roemhild  started  home-making  after  their 
marriage  with  but  little  except  strength  and  courage  and  determination.  They 
did  not  even  have  much  furniture  until  he  had  earned  some  money  working  in 
the  woods.  With  such  a  beginning  they  have  built  up  their  present  prosperity. 
Mr.  Roemhild  is  a  man  of  sound  judgment,  and  is  a  splendid  example  of  what 
*  man  may  accomplish  by  hard  work  and  close  attention  to  business,  encour- 
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aged  by  a  loyal  wife  and  family.  The  farm  is  well  tilled  and  well  cultivated, 
and  the  buildings  are  in  a  good  state  of  repair.  The  home  is  pleasant  and 
comfortable,  and  the  barn,  32  by  40  feet,  built  in  1897,  is  the  first  structure  of 
its  kind  in  this  part  of  the  county  to  be  constructed  with  a  full  basement.  In 
the  spring  of  1917,  Mr.  Roemhild  installed  the  Delco  lighting  system,  with  160- 
hour  batteries,  which  furnishes  light  for  the  house,  barns,  outbuildings  and 
yards.  Mr.  Roemhild  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying. 
He  has  a  herd  of  full-blooded  Jerseys  and  a  drove  of  registered  Poland-China 
swine.  Busy  as  he  has  been  with  his  farm  work,  and  in  building  up  his  suc¬ 
cess,  he  has  not  been  neglectful  of  his  duty  as  a  good  citizen,  and  has  done 
most  excellent  service  on  the  school  board  and  on  the  town  board.  Mr.  Roem¬ 
hild  was  married  Oct.  11,  1890,  to  Katherine  Neck,  who  was  born  in  Germany, 
Sept.  28,  1871,  the  daughter  of  John  M.  and  Mary  Neck,  who  came  to  the 
United  States  and  located  in  Prairie  Farm  Township  in  the  eighties.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Roemhild  have  five  children.  George  F.  is  at  home.  Alice  is  the  wife 
of  Leonard  Lindermer,  of  Prairie  Farm  Township.  Arthur  died  at  the  age  of 
three  years.  Lena  and  Adrian  are  at  home. 

Martin  Kurschner,  now  deceased,  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Prairie 
Farm  Township,  and  saw  its  development  from  a  wilderness.  He  was  born  in 
Gumpelstadt,  Saxe  Meinungen,  Germany,  Nov.  6,  1839,  the  son  of  Casper  and 
Marie  Fredericks  Kurschner.  He  was  reared  in  his  native  land  and  in  1860 
was  married  to  Anna  Kallenbach,  who  was  born  Aug.  28,  1839.  There  three 
children  were  born,  Oswald,  Chris  and  Valentine.  In  1866  the  whole  family, 
Martin  and  his  wife,  his  father  and  mother,  and  the  three  children,  came  to 
America,  the  voyage  taking  three  weeks  and  aboard  a  sailing  boat.  In  due 
time  they  reached  Chicago,  and  from  there  found  their  way  to  Black  Earth,  in 
Dane  County,  this  state.  For  three  years  he  was  employed  on  the  railroad  as 
a  section  hand.  In  1869  they  came  to  Barron  County.  From  Black  Earth,  they 
made  the  trip  overland  to  the  Mississippi,  and  thence  in  a  boat  up  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  to  Reed’s  Landing,  Wabasha  County,  Minn.,  on  the  Wisconsin  point,  op¬ 
posite  which  they  were  met  by  Christopher  Kiser,  a  friend,  who  already  had 
taken  a  homestead  in  Sheridan  Township,  Dunn  County.  He  drove  them  here 
with  an  ox  team,  and  took  them  into  his  home  until  they  could  get  a  cabin 
built.  When  they  put  up  their  cabin  there  was  but  little  except  woods  and 
cut-over  land  in  any  direction.  Mr.  Kurschner  borrowed  money  and  bought  a 
cow  and  a  yoke  of  oxen,  with  which  to  start  fanning.  To  earn  this  money  he 
went  to  the  woods  and  worked  in  the  lumber  camps  three  years.  While  away 
he  left  the  family  in  the  little  cabin,  in  a  region  traversed  by  Indians,  and 
roamed  by  the  animals  of  the  wild.  In  after  years,  Mr.  Kurchner  enjoyed  re¬ 
lating  stories  of  the  early  days.  He  told  with  relish  of  one  trip  which  he  took 
with  a  team  of  oxen  to  the  “Eighteen  Mile  Mill”,  so  called,  on  the  Menomonie 
River.  Arriving  at  the  river,  he  and  his  companions  determined  to  camp  for  the 
night  before  fording  the  stream.  That  night  there  came  a  heavy  rain,  and  by 
morning  the  quiet  stream  was  a  raging  flood.  The  miller  came  out  with  a  boat, 
fastened  a  rope  to  the  oxen’s  horns,  and  piloted  them  across  to  the  mill,  the 
wagon  floating  behind  them  with  the  wagon  box  securely  lashed  to  the  body. 
In  the  early  days  it  was  difficult  to  haul  goods  in  through  the  woods,  and  fur¬ 
niture,  especially,  was  scarce,  so  much  of  the  furniture  which  Mr.  Kurschner 
had  in  his  cabin  he  made  himself.  As  time  passed,  Mr.  Kurschner  built  up  a 
good  farm.  He  put  up  a  suitable  set  of  buildings,  and  added  to  his  holdings 
until  he  owned  320  acres.  After  a  long  life  of  useful  work,  he  died  Jan.  2, 
1919.  In  addition  to  the  three  children  who  came  with  the  parents  from  Ger¬ 
many,  four  more,  Nicholas,  August,  Mary  and  Anna,  were  born  on  the  farm  in 
Barron  County.  Mrs.  Anna  Kallenbach  Kurschner  died  May  29,  1880.  In  1881 
he  married  Anna  Specht,  who  was  born  Nov.  20,  1848,  and  died  May  9,  1908. 
By  this  marriage  two  children  were  born,  John  and  Louisa. 

Valentine  Kurschner,  a  respected  citizen  of  Section  36,  was  born  in  Ger¬ 
many,  May  12,  1866,  the  son  of  Martin  and  Anna  (Kallenbach)  Kurschner,  who 
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brought  him  to  Dane  County,  this  state,  in  1866,  and  to  this  township  in  1869. 
He  was  reared  here  and  attended  the  neighborhood  schools.  At  the  age  of 
seventeen  he  first  went  into  the  woods.  Thereafter  he  worked  for  eighteen 
winters  in  logging  camps  and  for  sixteen  springs  on  the  river  drives.  After 
his  marriage  in  1894,  he  purchased  80  acres  owned  by  his  father  in  Section  35. 
This  was  all  wild  land  covered  with  heavy  timber.  He  cleared  up  the  land, 
erected  buildings,  and  has  developed  a  good  farm.  He  carries  on  general  farm¬ 
ing  and  dairying,  and  has  a  good  herd  of  Holstein  cattle,  some  good  swine,  and 
graded  Belgian  horses.  As  the  father  of  children,  he  is  interested  in  educa¬ 
tion,  and  has  served  for  some  nine  years  as  a  member  of  the  school  board. 
He  stands  well  with  all  who  know  him  and  is  well  liked  throughout  the  com¬ 
munity.  Mr.  Kurschner  was  married  March  31,  1894,  to  Anna  Mary  Christine 
Ranft,  who  was  born  in  Saxony,  Germany,  June  22,  1873,  daughter  of  David 
and  Louisa  (Zapf)  Ranft,  who  brought  her  to  this  country  when  she  was  ten 
years  old,  and  settled  in  Dunn  County,  this  state,  where  they  located  on  wild 
land,  erected  a  log  cabin,  and  in  time  developed  a  good  farm.  The  father  died 
Aug.  8,  1904,  and  the  mother,  June  28,  1899.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kurschner  have  had 
seven  children:  Edna,  the  wife  of  William  Hammer,  of  Turtle  Lake;  Blanche, 
May ;  Florence,  who  taught  for  a  while  and  was  married  Sept.  12,  1921,  to  Roy 
Schlough,  of  Sheridan  Township,  Dunn  County;  Helen,  Clarence;  and  Eldora, 
the  wife  of  Joseph  Eliason,  of  Ridgeland,  Dunn  County. 

Henry  John  Hellendrung,  a  substantial  farmer  of  Section  27,  Prairie  Farm 
Township,  was  born  in  Germany,  April  4,  1862,  the  son  of  Charles  and  Yetta 
(Minelard)  Hellendrung.  These  good  people  had  three  children,  born  in  Ger¬ 
many,  Henry,  Herman  and  Gusta.  Of  this  family,  Henry  was  the  first  to  come 
to  the  United  States.  He  arrived  in  1883  and  entered  the  employ  of  the  Knapp, 
Stout  &  Co.  at  Menomonie,  in  Dunn  County,  this  state,  working  for  them  in  the 
mills  there,  in  the  woods  northward,  and  on  the  Washburn  farm  in  Sheridan 
Township,  Dunn  County.  In  1885  Herman  joined  him.  About  1885,  the  par¬ 
ents  and  Gusta  came.  For  several  years  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  vari¬ 
ously  employed  in  this  region.  In  1892,  he  bought  120  acres  of  land  from 
Chris.  Kurschner,  in  Section  27,  Prairie  Farm  Township.  An  old  log  shack 
stood  on  the  place,  12  by  14  feet,  and  into  this  he  moved  his  family.  About 
ten  acres  had  been  cleared.  Mr.  Hellendrung  started  farming  with  a  cow  and 
a  few  implements.  In  the  house,  his  wife  had  only  the  most  meager  household 
equipment.  For  a  time  it  was  hard  to  get  along.  In  order  to  get  a  little  money 
for  immediate  necessities  he  continued  to  work  in  the  woods  winters,  leaving 
his  family  alone  in  the  dreary  cabin,  often  cut  off  from  communication  with  the 
neighbors  for  weeks  at  a  time.  Thus  the  family  worked  together,  each  taking 
a  proper  share  of  the  burdens,  and  in  time  their  hard  work,  their  never-failing 
good  cheer,  and  their  intelligent  efforts,  met  with  success.  Mr.  Hellendrung 
now  has  a  well-improved  place,  with  a  modern  home,  and  commodious  barn,  and 
other  suitable  farm  buildings.  The  land  is  well  cleared  and  well  tilled,  and  is 
being  conducted  on  a  profitable  basis.  Mr.  Hellendrung  has  believed  in  going 
his  own  way  in  life,  quietly  and  efficiently,  attending  to  his  own  affairs,  and 
he  is  held  in  high  esteem  for  what  he  has  accomplished  and  for  his  sterling 
worth.  He  was  married  on  May  16,  1890,  to  Augusta  Kisier,  who  was  born  in 
Sheridan  Township,  Dunn  County,  this  state,  on  Jan.  28,  1872,  the  daughter 
of  Chris  and  Caroline  Kisier,  now  deceased,  early  settlers  of  Dunn  County, 
where  they  farmed  for  many  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hellendrung  have  had  nine 
children:  Walter,  who  is  at  home;  Ernest,  who  lives  in  Menomonie;  Valentine, 
who  is  at  home;  Tena,  who  is  the  wife  of  John  Kurschner,  of  Prairie  Farm 
Township;  Vernie,  who  is  the  wife  of  Louis  Kurschner,  Prairie  Farm  Town¬ 
ship;  Ella,  Mary,  Mollie  and  Alma.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Evangelical 
Church. 

Hugo  O.  Gould,  a  prosperous  and  energetic  farmer  of  Section  7,  Prairie 
Farm  Township,  was  born  in  Kingsbury,  Kingsbury  County,  South  Dakota,  on 
Dec.  15,  1893,  the  son  of  Joshua  Franklin  and  Anna  (Bergman)  Gould.  He  at- 
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tended  school  in  his  native  state  for  a  while  and  also  in  Barron  Township,  this 
county,  where  he  was  brought  when  he  was  fourteen.  He  was  reared  to  farm 
pursuits  and  grew  to  manhood  in  this  county.  He  now  successfully  carries  on 
general  farming  and  dairying  and  is  already  getting  a  good  start  in  life.  He 
was  married  in  Arland  Township,  April  6,  1914,  to  Olivia  Yndestad,  who  was 
born  on  the  farm  where  they  now  live,  June  28,  1893,  the  daughter  of  Abram  K. 
and  Anna  ( Andre wsdatter)  Yndestad.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gould  have  four  bright 
children:  Orlando,  Roy,  Lyle  and  Harold,  a  fine  quartet  of  lively  boys. 

Abram  K.  Yndestad,  a  respected  citizen,  now  living  in  retirement  in 
Prairie  Farm  Township,  was  born  about  ten  miles  north  of  Bergen,  Norway, 
Sept.  4,  1847,  the  son  of  Caston  and  Kari  Yndestad,  who  spent  the  span  of  their 
years  in  that  country.  He  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  and  attended  school. 
In  1886  he  came  to  America,  and  joined  a  cousin,  Andrew  Johnson,  who  had 
already  settled  in  Prairie  Farm  Township,  this  county.  Here  he  worked  on 
farms  for  six  years  and  this  earned  the  money  to  send  to  Norway  for  his  wife 
and  seven  of  his  children.  In  1888  he  secured  80  acres  in  Section  7,  Prairie 
Farm  Township,  and  to  this  later  added  40  acres  more.  When  he  purchased  the 
land  it  was  all  wild.  For  a  while  he  found  it  hard  to  get  along.  But  he  had 
strength  and  courage  and  ambition,  and  he  had  his  good  wife  and  children  to 
help  him.  The  second  year  he  got  a  pair  of  horses  and  two  cows,  and  after 
that  the  work  of  developing  the  place  went  along  faster.  In  time  he  built  up  a 
good  farm,  with  a  suitable  set  of  buildings,  and  well-tilled  land.  He  here  suc¬ 
cessfully  carried  on  general  farming  until  1920,  when  he  sold  the  place  to  his 
son-in-law,  Hugo  O.  Gould,  with  whom  he  still  lives.  In  his  active  years  he  did 
his  share  in  public  work  as  a  good  citizen.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Co¬ 
operative  Creamery  of  Prairie  Farm.  Mr.  Yndestad  was  married  in  Norway 
in  1868  to  Anna  Andrewsdatter,  who  was  born  in  that  country,  Dec.  26,  1846, 
and  died  on  the  farm  in  Prairie  Farm  Township  in  1908.  The  children,  born 
in  Norway,  were:  Colburn,  David,  Peter,  Albert,  Ledvald,  Anna  and  Matilda, 
who  came  to  this  country;  and  Carrie,  Patrina  and  Dorothea,  who  remained 
there.  Olivia,  the  youngest  child,  was  born  on  the  farm  in  Prairie  Farm 
Township. 

John  P.  Johnson,  now  deceased,  for  many  years  a  substantial  citizen  of 
Section  10,  Prairie  Farm  Township,  was  born  in  Sweden,  Oct.  20,  1866,  the  son 
of  Johannes  and  Anna  Stina  Johnson,  who  spent  the  span  of  their  years  in  that 
country.  In  the  family  there  were  eight  children:  Johannes,  John  P.,  Chris¬ 
tina,  Frank,  Alfred,  Matilda,  Andrew  and  Charles,  all  of  whom  except 
Johannes  and  Christine,  came,  in  time,  to  the  United  States.  John  P.  was 
reared  in  his  native  land,  there  grew  to  manhood,  and  became  a  carpenter  and 
farmer.  He  was  married  June  2,  1879,  to  Emma  Christina  Johnson,  the 
daughter  of  a  neighbor.  One  child,  Helma  Caroline,  was  born.  In  1881  he 
set  out  with  his  family  and  his  brother,  Alfred,  and  his  wife’s  sister,  Tilda, 
and  in  due  time  reached  Barron  County,  where  they  joined  the  wife’s  brother, 
Samuel,  who  was  living  in  Prairie  Farm  Township.  For  two  years,  Mr. 
Johnson  worked  in  the  saw  mills  at  Cumberland,  in  this  county.  In  1883  he 
secured  40  acres  of  his  present  place  in  Section  10,  Prairie  Farm  Township. 
A  log  house  had  been  built  and  an  acre  or  so  had  been  cleared.  Here  he 
started  farming  with  almost  nothing.  He  soon,  however,  bought  a  cow,  and 
a  little  later  bought  a  pair  of  oxen.  Although  the  township  had  been  settled 
many  years  previous,  and  Prairie  Farm  Village  was  already  a  flourishing 
hamlet,  many  parts  of  the  township  were  but  little  developed,  and  Mr.  John¬ 
son's  farm  was  practically  in  the  wilderness.  It  was  some  little  time  before 
the  farm  could  be  made  profitable  and  for  several  winters  he  worked  in  the 
woods  to  earn  a  little  money,  leaving  his  wife  at  home  to  look  after  the  home¬ 
stead.  Her  mother,  who  joined  her  here,  brought  a  spinning  wheel,  and  the 
two  spun  yarn,  and  knit  mittens  and  socks  for  the  family.  As  the  years 
passed,  the  family  won  well-deserved  prosperity.  Mr.  Johnson  developed  a 
good  farm,  with  a  good  set  of  buildings,  and  suitable  equipment.  He  was 
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interested  in  the  progress  of  the  community  and  served  for  a  while  as  path- 
master.  He  was  respected  by  his  friends  and  held  in  high  regard  by  all,  and 
his  death  on  Nov.  4,  1916,  was  sincerely  mourned.  His  good  wife  was  a  faith¬ 
ful  helpmate  in  all  his  undertakings.  She  is  still  living  on  the  home  farm 
with  her  son  Oscar.  She  was  the  daughter  of  John  and  Anna  Lena  (Magnus) 
Johnson.  The  eight  children  in  the  family  were  Johanna,  Samuel,  Eliza,  Lena, 
Anna,  Emma  Christina,  Tilda  and  Sophia.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  had  eight 
children.  Helma  Caroline  died  soon  after  she  was  brought  to  this  country. 
August  is  also  dead.  Anton  August  lives  at  Hanks,  N.  D.  Selma  is  dead. 
Clark,  a  veteran  of  the  World  War,  was  bom  Dec.  24,  1890,  and  died  Oct.  2, 
1918,  in  the  United  States  forces.  Lena  and  Oscar  are  at  home.  Oscar  is 
operating  the  home  place.  He  is  an  energetic  young  farmer,  thoroughly  un¬ 
derstands  his  business,  and  is  well  liked  by  all  who  know  him.  The  family 
faith  is  that  of  the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church. 

Elisha  B.  Hudson,  an  honored  and  substantial  citizen'  of  Section  11, 
Prairie  Farm  Township,  has  been  a  resident  of  this  county  for  nearly  two 
decades.  In  that  time  he  has  become  well  known  as  a  man  of  sterling  worth, 
a  good  farmer,  a  kindly  neighbor  and  a  loyal  friend.  He  reached  this  county 
from  Rock  County,  this  state,  where  for  many  years  he  had  been  a  prosperous 
farmer,  Oct.  16,  1901,  located  on  a  tract  of  wild  land  in  Section  11,  Prairie 
Farm  Township,  erected  a  set  of  buildings,  and  started  to  develop  a  farm. 
He  has  been  successful  in  his  endeavors,  and  now  has  a  good  place  where  he 
is  prosperously  carrying  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  He  was  married  in 
Spring  Valley  Township,  Rock  County,  this  state,  to  Millie  Folmer,  who  was 
born  in  Germany,  on  July  29,  1862,  the  daughter  of  Christian  and  Mary 
Folmer.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  three  children.  Ernest  was  bom 
April  29,  1883  and  is  helping  his  father  on  the  home  farm.  He  is  an  energetic 
young  man  who  understands  farming  thoroughly,  and  is  well  liked  by  all  who 
know  him.  Nora  was  born  June  1,  1885,  and  is  the  wife  of  William  Patrick,  of 
Rice  Lake.  Mabel  was  born  Feb.  20,  1891,  and  is  the  wife  of  Carl  Hanson, 
of  Barron.  Mr.  Hudson  was  bom  in  Rock  County,  Wis.,  July  11,  1861,  the 
son  of  William  and  Rena  (Randall)  Hudson,  and  grandson  of  William  Hudson 
and  Archibald  Randall.  William  Hudson,  the  father,  was  for  many  years  a 
respected  farmer  of  Rock  County,  this  state.  He  was  a  man  of  ability  and 
devout  faith,  and  was  a  local  preacher  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
The  grandfather,  William  Hudson,  came  to  this  country  from  northern  Eng¬ 
land  with  his  brothers,  Silas  and  Ephraim,  and  settled  on  the  Holland  reser¬ 
vation  in  Rhode  Island.  The  grandfather,  Archibald  Randall,  was  a  native 
of  Rhode  Island,  of  English  descent.  One  of  his  sons,  uncle  of  Elisha 
B.  Hudson,  is  Capt.  A.  N.  Randall,  a  prominent  attorney  of  Broadhead,  Green 
County,  this  state. 

Arthur  N.  Hudson,  an  esteemed  and  respected  resident  of  Section  1, 
Prairie  Farm  Township,  was  bom  in  Rock  County,  this  state,  Feb.  26,  1861, 
the  son  of  William  and  Irene  (Randall)  Hudson,  both  long  since  deceased. 
He  received  his  schooling  in  his  native  county,  and  early  became  a  mason  and 
carpenter.  In  1877  he  went  from  Rock  County  to  Pierce  County,  also  in  this 
state,  where  he  continued  in  the  same  line.  It  was  in  1882  that  he  came  to 
Barron  County  and  purchased  40  acres  in  Section  1,  all  wild  land.  He  built 
a  set  of  log  buildings,  and  started  clearing  the  land.  The  buildings  were 
swept  away  in  a  great  fire,  but  undaunted  by  this  disaster,  he  built  a  better 
set.  He  now  has  a  good  little  place  with  about  20  acres  under  cultivation. 
He  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying  and  has  met  with  a  fair  degree  of 
success.  In  addition  to  developing  h’s  own  place  he  has  cleared  about  200 
acres  for  others  in  the  neighborhood.  Mr.  Hudson  was  married  May  12,  1878 
to  Julia  Hudson,  who  was  bom  at  Martell,  Pierce  County,  Wis.,  in  1861,  the 
daughter  of  Josiah  K.  and  Samanthy  (Warner)  Hudson,  both  now  deceased, 
and  died  July  3,  1916.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hudson  had  twelve  children.  Samanthy 
was  bora  Dec.  6,  1879,  and  is  the  wife  of  Levi  Vance,  of  Washington  state. 
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Claude  was  born  June  14,  1881.  Ida  was  born  May  3,  1883,  and  is  the  wife  of 
Almon  Post,  of  Washington  state.  William  was  born  in  1886,  and  is  now  in 
Idaho.  Lillian  was  born  in  1887  and  died  in  1902.  George  was  born  in  August, 
1889,  and  is  now  in  Eau  Claire,  Wis.  Elsie  was  born  June  23,  1891,  and  is  the 
wife  of  Ed.  Johnson,  of  Prairie  Farm  Township.  Elijah  was  born  July  22, 
1894.  Bennie  was  born  July  19,  1896.  Myrtle  was  born  May  6,  1898,  and  is 
the  wife  of  James  Peterson,  of  Barron.  Rosetta  was  born  June  2,  1900,  and 
is  at  home  keeping  house  for  her  father.  Henry  was  born  in  March,  1902, 
and  died  in  infancy. 

Carl  August  Roemhild,  veteran  of  the  Civil  War  and  early  settler  of 
Prairie  Farm  Township,  was  born  in  Saxony,  Germany,  Sept.  7,  1839,  the  son 
of  John  George  and  Christliebe  (Bachman)  Roemhild,  who  brought  the 
family,  consisting  of  four  children,  Carl  August,  Casper,  Christina  and 
Louisa,  to  the  United  States  in  1868,  and  located  in  Dane  County,  Wis.,  later 
moving  to  Dunn  County,  where  the  parents  spent  the  remainder  of  their  days. 
Carl  August  was  educated  in  Germany,  and  came  to  this  state  with  his 
parents.  For  a  while  he  worked  on  the  Brigham  farm  in  Dane  County, 
situated  on  the  old  military  trail  from  Milwaukee  to  Prairie  du  Chien,  and 
said  to  be  the  oldest  farm  in  Wisconsin.  From  Dane  County  he  enlisted,  in 
1864,  in  Co.  I,  42nd  Wis.  Vol.  Inf.,  and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war,  by 
reason  of  which  service,  the  August  Roemhild  Post,  No.  234,  G.  A.  R.,  of 
Prairie  Farm,  is  named  in  his  honor.  Upon  his  return  from  the  army  he 
resumed  farm  work.  In  1867  he  selected  a  homestead  of  160  acres  in  Section 
34,  Prairie  Farm  Township.  He  drove  here  in  an  ox  team,  through  the  woods, 
and  across  rivers,  bringing  his  wife  and  three  children,  George,  Jacob  and 
Frank  N.,  and  a  few  household  furnishings,  together  with  such  implements 
as  he  needed  to  start  farming.  While  he  was  building  a  log  house  they  lived 
in  a  covered  wagon  in  which  they  had  made  the  trip.  With  this  beginning  he 
started  to  clear  a  farm  in  the  wilderness.  At  first  he  had  but  little  to  do 
with.  Most  of  the  furniture  for  the  house  was  made  on  the  home  place. 
The  wife  spun  yarn  to  knit  socks,  caps  and  mittens  for  the  family.  The  best 
trading  point  was  at  Menomonie,  many  miles  away,  and  necessitating  a  long 
and  even  hazardous  trip  through  the  wilderness.  For  a  number  of  years, 
Mr.  Roemhild  worked  in  the  lumber  woods  in  the  winter  time  in  order  to  get 
money  to  keep  things  going.  He  was  a  good  citizen,  and  foresaw  that 
churches,  schools  and  highways  were  necessary  if  this  region  was  to  develop 
as  an  agricultural  country.  He  consequently  took  a  deep  interest  in  getting 
highways  cut  through,  he  helped  to  establish  a  school,  and  he  did  much 
toward  the  starting  of  the  Evangelical  Church,  opening  his  home  to  early 
meetings,  and  holding  various  offices  after  the  church  was  built.  In  the 
meantime  he  was  busy  developing  his  farm.  He  added  160  acres  more  to  his 
farm,  cleared  and  fenced  quite  a  little  of  it,  and  successfully  carried  on 
general  farming  operations.  He  put  up  a  good  frame  house,  and  was  build¬ 
ing  a  barn  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  died  Feb.  13,  1883,  and  his  death  was 
sincerely  mourned.  He  had  done  the  town  good  service  as  a  supervisor,  the 
school  district  good  service  as  a  member  of  the  school  board,  and  the  com¬ 
munity  at  large  good  service  as  a  capable  and  conscientious  man.  Mr. 
Roemhild  was  married  at  Blue  Mound,  Dane  County,  Wis.,  in  1868,  to  Eva 
Mueller,  who  was  born  in  Germany,  March  20,  1841,  and  came  to  America 
with  relatives  at  the  age  of  thirteen,  the  voyage  aboard  the  sailing  boat  taking 
fourteen  weeks.  She  died  March  17,  1916.  In  addition  to  the  three  children 
mentioned,  five,  Charles  Henry,  Louisa,  Anna,  Lena  and  Eva,  were  born  in 
Prairie  Farm  Township. 

Frank  N.  Roemhild,  successful  agriculturist  and  former  educator; 
proprietor  of  the  flourishing  Oakdale  Dairy  Farm,  of  Prairie  Farm  Township; 
chairman  of  the  town  and  member  of  the  county  board;  president  of  the 
Prairie  Farm  Telephone  Co.  which  he  assisted  in  organizing;  president  of  the 
Oak  Grove  Insurance  Co.;  former  secretary  of  the  Prairie  Farm  Co-operative 
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Creamery,  which  he  helped  to  organize,  and  for  many  years  superintendent  of 
the  Sunday  School  of  the  Evangelical  Association  Church,  is  one  of  the  lead¬ 
ing  men  of  this  part  of  the  county.  He  is  a  native  of  this  state,  born  in  Dana 
County,  Sept.  16,  1866,  the  son  of  Carl  August  and  Eva  (Mueller)  Roemhild, 
the  pioneers.  He  was  brought  to  this  county  in  1867,  and  was  here  reared  to 
farm  pursuits.  He  attended  the  district  school  established  by  his  father  and 
also  studied  and  read  privately,  thus  acquiring  an  unusually  good  education. 
He  was  still  a  youth  when  he  started  teaching  school,  and  he  thereafter  con¬ 
tinued  in  this  profession  seventeen  years  in  the  rural  schools  of  the  county 
and  one  year  in  the  city  schools  of  Barron.  In  the  meantime  he  continued 
to  farm  summers.  After  his  father’s  death,  Frank  N.  and  his  brother,  Charles 
Henry,  continued  to  operate  the  farm  until  1900,  when  each  purchased  160 
acres.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  has  developed  a  model  place.  He  has  a 
pleasant  home,  a  barn  32  by  70  feet,  with  full  basement,  a  silo,  14  by  32  feet, 
and  other  suitable  buildings.  The  buildings  are  illuminated  with  acetylene 
lights.  Mr.  Roemhild  has  a  fine  herd  of  Jersey  cattle,  a  good  drove  of  Poland- 
China  swine,  and  some  fine  horses  of  the  Percheron  type.  He  is  a  most 
excellent  representative  of  the  modern,  intelligent,  Wisconsin  farmer.  As  a 
teacher  he  had  the  happy  faculty  of  inspiring  his  pupils  to  do  their  best.  As 
a  farmer  he  manages  to  get  the  best  out  of  his  place.  As  an  official  he  is 
competent  and  efficient.  He  is  a  real  leader  among  his  fellow  men,  every¬ 
thing  with  which  he  is  connected  seems  to  prosper,  and  he  is  a  useful  and 
valued  citizen.  He  and  his  wife  delight  in  keeping  open  house  and  their  home 
is  a  hospitable  one.  Mr.  Roemhild  was  married  Dec.  25,  1890,  at  Prairie 
Farm  to  Elizabeth  Mueller,  who  was  born  in  Hesse,  Germany,  June  4,  1866, 
and  was  brought  to  Prairie  Farm  Township  in  1882  by  her  parents,  Johanes 
and  Maria  Mueller.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roemhild  have  had  four  children.  Mabel, 
who  for  eight  years  was  a  successful  teacher,  is  the  wife  of  George  Marks,  of 
Appleton,  Wis.  Clarence  is  dead.  Herbert  is  attending  the  Northwestern 
College  at  Naperville,  Ill.  In  September,  1918,  he  enrolled  in  the  S.  A.  T.  C. 
there.  Eva  is  at  home. 

Henry  Herman  Glaser,  an  enterprising  farmer  of  section  35,  Prairie  Farm 
Township,  is  a  native  of  the  township  where  he  now  lives,  having  been  born 
in  a  log  cabin  on  the  home  place,  June  19,  1886,  the  son  of  Fred  William  and 
Henrietta  (Pashow)  Glaser.  He  was  reared  here,  attended  the  district  school, 
and  learned  farming  from  his  father.  In  January,  1916,  he  took  over  the  home 
place  of  200  acres  and  has  since  continued  to  operate  it.  He  carries  oil  general 
fanning  and  dairying,  and  has  some  good  Holstein  cattle,  Duroc-Jersey  swine, 
and  horses  of  the  Percheron  type.  He  takes  pride  in  the  appearance  of  the 
farm  which  has  been  in  the  family  for  so  many  years  and  which  was  his 
birthplace,  and  he  is  one  of  the  prominent  men  of  his  community.  He  is  a 
man  of  sound  sense  and  good  judgment,  and  is  highly  regarded  by  all.  Mr. 
Glaser  was  married  on  Oct.  14,  1909  to  Angelicia  Zuehlke,  who  was  born  in 
Red  Cedar  Township,  Dunn  County,  July  4,  1889,  the  daughter  of  Emil  and 
Mary  (Rome)  Zuehlke,  natives  of  Germany.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Glaser  have  four 
children.  Frieda  Gertrude  is  dead.  Herbert  Edgar  Emil,  born  April  28,  1911; 
Richard  Fred,  born  Jan.  10,  1914,  and  Arnold  George,  born  Nov.  21,  1919, 
are  bright  boys  who  are  the  pride  of  their  parents’  hearts,  and  have  the  dis¬ 
tinction  of  having  been  born  on  the  place  where  their  grandparents  settled 
so  many  years  ago,  and  where  their  father  himself  first  saw  the  light  of  day. 

John  Deringer,  an  early  settler  of  Prairie  Farm  Township,  now  retired 
after  many  years  filled  with  hard  work,  was  born  in  Switzerland,  Feb.  4, 
1865,  the  oldest  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Wirt)  Deringer.  These  good 
people  started  for  America  in  1857,  with  their  three  children,  John,  Elizabeth 
and  Emil.  The  hardships  aboard  the  ship  were  many,  the  trip  took  seven 
weeks,  and  before  it  was  ended,  Emil  had  died  and  was  buried  at  sea.  After 
disembarking  at  New  York,  the  family  came  west  and  located  on  a  tract  of 
wild  land  in  Buffalo  County,  this  state.  That  county  is  one  of  the  oldest  in 
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western  Wisconsin,  but  even  in  1857  much  of  it  was  wild.  The  Deringer 
family  did  their  trading  at  Alma  and  at  Fountain  City,  both  on  the  Mississippi 
River.  As  time  passed  the  father  and  mother  built  up  a  good  farm  on  which 
they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  Two  more  children,  Fred  and  Otto, 
were  born  there.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  Buffalo  County, 
attended  school  there,  learned  farming  from  his  father  and  helped  with  the 
development  of  the  home  place.  In  1880  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  took 
a  homestead  of  80  acres  in  Section  22,  Prairie  Farm  Township.  A  small 
shanty  had  been  built  of  logs  and  a  few  acres  had  been  cleared.  He  had  but 
little  with  which  to  start.  His  tools  consisted  of  little  more  than  an  axe,  a 
hoe  and  shovel.  Most  of  the  furniture  was  made  by  himself  from  trees  cut 
on  the  place.  No  roads  had  been  built  to  his  claim,  and  such  supplies  and 
provisions  as  he  needed,  he  brought  in  on  his  back  from  far  away  trading 
points.  But  he  had  strength  and  courage,  he  had  been  familiar  with  pioneer 
life  since  early  boyhood,  and  he  knew  how  to  set  to  work  to  develop  a  farm 
in  the  wilderness.  In  time  his  hard  work  resulted  in  success.  He  has  im¬ 
proved  a  fine  place  of  100  acres,  well  located,  well  tilled,  well  fenced  and  well 
equipped.  The  old  log  shanty  was  replaced  with  a  comfortable  building,  and 
the  log  stable  gave  way  to  a  basement  barn,  35  by  70  feet,  a  silo  24  by  18  feet, 
and  other  suitable  buildings.  He  christened  his  place  Prairie  View  Farm,  and 
its  sightly  appearance  testifies  to  the  fidelity  with  which  he  has  labored  and 
the  pride  which  he  has  taken  in  it.  In  1915  he  sold  his  place  to  August  and 
George  Marks,  who  in  1919  sold  it  to  W.  V.  Keyes,  Mr.  Deringer’s  son-in-law. 
Mr.  Deringer  has  four  acres  in  Section  26,  with  a  pleasant  home  where  he  and 
his  wife  now  live.  In  connection  with  carrying  on  general  farming  and  dairy¬ 
ing,  Mr.  Deringer  has  for  some  quarter  of  a  centdry  worked  at  his  trade  as  a 
stone  mason.  He  has  done  much  of  the  mason  work  for  many  of  the  farm 
buildings  in  this  vicinity.  As  the  father  of  children,  Mr.  Deringer  has  been 
interested  in  education  and  has  served  on  the  school  board.  He  has  been 
active  in  the  upbuilding  of  the  Evangelical  Church,  and  has  served  on  its 
board  of  trustees.  Mr.  Deringer  was  married  at  Prairie  Farm,  on  Sept.  17, 
1881,  to  Julia  Rassbach,  the  daughter  of  Casper  Rassbach,  the  pioneer.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Deringer  have  six  children:  Otto,  William,  Henry,  Anna,  wife  of 
W.  V.  Keyes;  Sadie,  wife  of  Ralph  Williams,  of  Park  Falls,  Wis.,  and  Lydia, 
wife  of  Albert  Wahl,  of  Maple  Grove  Township. 

Emil  Muehlhausen,  the  well-known  proprietor  of  the  modern  Riverside 
Farm,  Stection  33,  Prairie  Farm  Township,  and  owner  of  a  successful  cheese 
factory  just  across  the  line  in  Sheridan  Township,  Dunn  County,  was  born  in 
St.  Paul,  Ramsey  County,  Minn.,  Dec.  23,  1866,  the  son  of  George  and  Margaret 
(Kurschner)  Muehlhausen,  he,  a  native  of  Hesse,  Germany,  and  she,  a  native 
of  Bavaria,  Germany.  George  Muehlhausen  came  to  this  country  alone  as  a 
boy  of  twelve,  a  brave  venture  indeed  for  a  boy  of  such  tender  years.  He 
found  his  way  to  St.  Paul,  where  he  was  identified  with  the  meat  business  for 
many  years.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  he  enlisted  in  a  company  of  Mis¬ 
souri  cavalry  and  served  three  years  and  six  months.  In  middle  age  he  took  up 
farming  in  Sibley  County,  Minn.  He  and  his  good  wife  now  live  in  Le  Sueur, 
Le  Sueur  County,  that  state.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  worked  with  his 
father  in  the  meat  business  and  at  farming,  in  St.  Paul  and  in  Sibley  County. 
For  a  while  he  was  in  the  meat  business  at  Le  Sueur  and  St.  Peter,  both  in 
Minnesota.  Then  for  some  years  he  farmed  in  Sibley  County,  Minn.  From 
there  he  came  to  Clayton,  in  Polk  County,  this  state,  and  located  on  a  farm. 
In  1913  he  came  to  Barron  County,  and  secured  a  tract  of  200  acres  in  Section 
33,  Prairie  Farm  Township,  and  to  this  he  later  added  160  acres  across  the 
road.  He  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying  on  an  extensive 
scale.  His  herd  consists  of  Holstein  cattle  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Holstein 
Breeders’  Association.  The  cheese  factory  on  the  place  turns  out  a  good  prod¬ 
uct  which  finds  a  ready  market.  Mr.  Muehlhausen  believes  in  everything  that 
is  for  the  best  interests  of  the  community,  and  is  doing  his  share  in  its  devel- 
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opment.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Prairie  Farm  Co-operative  Association. 
Mr.  Muehlhausen  is  a  fine  type  of  the  modern  representative  Wisconsin  farmer. 
He  has  a  good  place,  with  sightly  buildings,  well  equipped,  with  well  tilled 
acres,  enclosed  with  well  kept  fences.  His  tools,  implements  and  machinery 
are  of  the  best.  He  follows  scientific  methods  and  keeps  well  abreast  of  the 
times.  He  is  a  good  citizen,  a  good  farmer  and  a  good  business  man,  and  well 
deserves  the  measure  of  success  with  which  he  has  met.  He  was  married  on 
March  1,  1913,  at  Le  Sueur,  Minn.,  to  Emma  Grams,  who  was  born  in  Waseca 
County,  Minn.,  Nov.  25,  1873,  the  daughter  of  Christ  and  Paulina  Grams.  This 
union  has  been  blessed  with  seven  children:  Elsie,  Silas,  Clarence,  Erwin, 
Laura,  Lawrence  and  Ernest.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  German  Evan¬ 
gelical  Church. 

Bertel  H.  Ask,  a  solid  and  prudent  farmer  of  Section  17,  Prairie  Farm 
Township,  was  born  in  Norway,  Aug.  18,  1860,  and  was  there  reared  and  edu¬ 
cated.  In  1882,  he  came  to  the  United  States,  and  found  his  way  to  this  county. 
For  several  years  he  worked  about  on  farms.  For  ten  winters  he  has  worked 
in  the  woods,  and  one  spring  he  was  on  the  river  drives.  In  1882  he  bought 
his  present  place  of  120  acres  which  was  then  all  wild  land.  He  cut  a  few  trees 
on  the  place  from  time  to  time  and  finally  built  a  log  cabin.  Then,  in  1888, 
he  went  back  to  Norway,  and  on>April  23,  1889,  married  Johanna  Jensen,  who 
was  born  in  that  country,  Jan.  24,  1868,  the  daughter  of  Jens  and  Cecelia 
Jensen.  Then  he  brought  his  bride  here  and  moved  ifito  the  log  cabin.  The 
household  equipment  was  meager.  The  domestic  animals  consisted  of  a  yoke  of 
oxen  and  a  cow.  Mr.  Ask  had  no  machinery  and  but  few  tools.  But  he  and  his 
wife  have  worked  hard,  and  success  has  crowned  their  efforts.  A  pleasant 
and  comfortable  frame  home  has  been  built  over  the  old  log  house.  A  barn, 
34  by  70  feet,  has  also  been  built,  and  other  buildings  have  been  put  up.  Mr. 
Ask  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  and  is  making  good 
progress  in  life.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Prairie  Farm  Co-operative  Cream¬ 
ery.  Mr.  Ask  is  a  good  citizen,  he  is  doing  his  duty  in  life  in  every  way,  and 
is  well  regarded  by  all  who  know  him.  He  and  his  wife  are  faithful  adherents 
of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ask  have  five  children: 
Mary  is  the  wife  of  H.  R.  Anderson,  of  Madelia,  Minn.;  Julia  is  at  home; 
Gulena  and  Gerda  are  dead;  Jennie  is  at  home. 

Albert  O.  Breen,  a  prominent  official  of  Prairie  Farm  Township,  has  a 
prosperous  farm  on  Section  3.  He  is  a  native  of  this  county,  born  April  6, 
1877,  in  a  pioneer  log  cabin,  built  by  his  father,  on  Section  32,  Arland  Town¬ 
ship,  which  was  then  a  part  of  this  township.  His  parents  were  Louis  J.  and 
Anne  (Hilstahagen)  Breen,  the  pioneers.  He  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  and 
attended  a  log  schoolhouse  in  the  same  section  as  his  birthplace.  He  learned 
farming  from  his  father  and  assisted  with  the  work  on  the  home  farm.  For 
seven  seasons  he  worked  in  the  lumber  woods,  and  for  three  springs  on  the 
river  drives.  For  four  years,  from  1901  to  1904,  he  was  employed  in  Minne¬ 
apolis,  by  the  Twin  City  Transit  Co.  In  1906  he  located  on  his  present  farm 
of  160  acres.  At  that  time  a  set  of  log  buildings  had  been  erected,  and  part  of 
the  land  cleared.  To  the  development  and  operation  of  this  place  he  has  since 
devoted  his  attention.  He  has  a  pleasant,  comfortable  home,  a  commodious 
barn,  and  other  suitable  outbuildings.  Here  he  carries  on  general  farming  on 
a  successful  scale,  and  has  a  good  herd  of  Guernsey  cattle.  His  place  is  well 
improved,  and  everything  about  it  bespeaks  the  care  and  intelligence  that  Mr. 
Breen  has  devoted  to  its  management.  Busy  as  he  has  been  in  developing  his 
farm,  he  has  found  considerable  time  for  efficient  public  service  as  a  good 
citizen.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  town  board  for  a  number  of  years  and 
is  still  serving  with  credit  and  distinction.  For  several  terms  he  was  a  useful 
member  of  the  school  board  of  his  district.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Prairie 
Farm  Co-operative  Association  and  in  the  Prairie  Farm  Co-operative  Creamery. 
He  is  active  in  the  affairs  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church  at  Prairie  Farm 
and  has  served  as  a  member  of  its  board.  Mr.  Breen  was  married  on  June  26, 
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1906,  at  Prairie  Farm,  to  Huldah  Aaen,  who  was  born  in  Pierce  County,  Wis., 
Feb.  28,  1875,  the  daughter  of  Iver  M.  and  Patrina  Aaen,  natives  of  Norway, 
and  early  settlers  in  Barron  County.  Mrs.  Breen,  a  lady  of  many  capabilities, 
was  educated  in  the  common  schools  and  the  Chetek  High  School,  and  taught 
school  efficiently  in  Clinton,  Arland  and  Prairie  Farm  townships.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Breen  have  four  bright  children:  Irene  Louise,  Alfred  Palmer,  Hjelmer  Otis 
and  Elizabeth  Dagna  Mignonette. 

Ernest  F.  Kahl  stands  high  among  the  leading  men  of  Prairie  Farm  Town¬ 
ship.  He  has  for  eight  years  been  vice-president  of  the  Ridgeland  Co-opera¬ 
tive  Creamery,  he  is  a  prominent  stockholder  and  has  served  on  the  stockhold¬ 
ers’  auditing  committee  of  the  Farmers’  State  Bank  of  Ridgeland.  He  is  a 
shareholder  in  the  Prairie  Farm  Telephone  Co.;  the  Clark  Milling  Co.,  and  the 
Heinrich  Chemical  Co.,  of  Minneapolis;  the  Mason  Shoe  Co.,  of  Chippewa 
Falls;  and  the  New  Richmond  Packing  Co.,  of  New  Richmond.  In  the  Church 
of  the  Evangelical  Association  of  Prairie  Farm  Township,  he  is  an  active  mem¬ 
ber,  and  is  at  the  head  of  its  missionary  work  at  the  present  time.  He  is  a 
liberal  contributor  to  the  church  support,  and  is  a  loyal  and  faithful  member. 
His  farm  is  an  excellent  place  of  200  acres  in  Section  36.  He  has  built  a  fine 
nine-room  farm  house,  a  barn,  36  by  80  feet,  with  full  basement,  and  other 
suitable  buildings.  The  place  has  many  improvements,  and  the  equipment  in 
tools,  machinery  and  implements  is  of  the  best.  Here  Mr.  Kahl  successfully 
carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  and  has  a  good  grade  of  stock  and 
swine  and  horses.  He  believes  in  modern  methods  and  keeps  well  abreast  of 
the  times.  In  every  way  he  is  a  most  admirable  and  useful  citizen,  and  he  is 
held  in  regard  and  respect  by  his  fellowmen.  He  was  born  on  Section  26,  this 
township,  Sept.  1,  1876,  the  son  of  Frederick  and  Christena  (Mueller)  Kahl, 
the  pioneers.  He  was  reared  on  the  home  farm,  and  attended  the  district 
school  of  the  neighborhood,  and  spent  one  year  in  the  University  of  Wiscon¬ 
sin.  He  learned  farming  from  his  father,  and  as  a  young  man,  was  employed 
for  several  seasons  in  the  lumber  woods.  In  1899  he  secured  his  present  place 
in  Section  36.  At  that  time  it  was  mostly  wild.  Some  of  the  wood  had  been 
chopped  off,  but  only  a  little  of  the  land  had  been  broken.  With  such  a  be¬ 
ginning,  he  has  built  up  his  present  fertile  and  profitable  farm.  In  1916  he 
installed  the  Delco  lighting  system,  which  furnishes  light  for  his  house,  barn 
and  other  buildings.  Mr.  Kahl  was  married  in  November,  1894,  to  Christina 
Rassbach,  who  was  born  in  Prairie  Farm  Township  in  1877,  the  daughter  of 
Conrad  Rassbach,  the  pioneer.  She  died  in  1901,  leaving  three  children: 
Helen,  wife  of  Rev.  R.  A.  Bushweiler,  of  the  Evangelical  Association  Church; 
Herbert,  a  traveling  salesman;  and  Perry,  a  mail  carrier  out  of  Dallas.  On 
Dec.  17,  1903,  Mr.  Kahl  married  Anna  Jordan,  who  was  born  in  Fond  du  Lac 
County,  this  state,  July  20,  1880,  the  daughter  of  Theodore  and  Fredericka 
(Stellzman)  Jordan,  of  Byron,  Wis.,  and  sister  of  Rev.  H.  P.  Jordan  of  Apple- 
ton,  Wis.  To  this  union  have  been  born  five  children:  Harold,  Stanley,  Tru¬ 
man,  Hazel  and  Arthur,  who  is  deceased. 

Ed.  Johnson,  a  representative  farmer  of  Section  10,  Prairie  Farm  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  on  the  place  where  he  now  lives,  July  1,  1877,  and  has  always 
lived  here,  now  owning  80  acres  of  the  farm  that  has  been  in  the  family  for 
more  than  fifty  years.  His  parents  were  Samuel  and  Eliza  (Stena)  Johnson, 
the  pioneers.  He  attended  the  district  school  of  the  neighborhood,  learned 
farming  from  his  father,  and  as  a  youth  helped  to  develop  the  home  place. 
He  became  its  owner  in  1918.  The  farm  is  a  well-improved  one,  and  here  he 
successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  He  is  well  liked  through¬ 
out  the  community,  he  is  a  good  farmer  and  a  good  citizen,  and  he  stands  well 
with  all  who  know  him.  Already  he  has  got  a  good  start  in  life,  and  is  still 
forging  ahead.  He  was  married  in  Dallas  Township  in  August,  1916,  to  Elsie 
Hudson,  who  was  born  in  New  Centerville,  Wis.,  on  June  23,  1892,  the  daughter 
of  Arthur  and  Julia  Hudson,  of  Prairie  Farm  Township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John- 
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son  have  had  three  children:  Josselyn  Rosetta,  Gerhardt,  who  is  deceased,  and 
Junetta. 

Samuel  Johnson,  a  pioneer  of  Prairie  Farm  Township,  now  living  retired 
on  his  farm  in  Section  10,  which  he  has  occupied  for  considerably  over  fifty 
years.  He  was  born  in  Sweden,  Nov.  11,  1843,  and  was  there  reared  and  at¬ 
tended  school.  April  15,  1866,  he  married  Eliza  Stena,  the  daughter  of  a  neigh¬ 
bor.  That  year  the  young  couple  came  to  the  United  States.  They  lived  a 
year  in  Peshtigo,  Marinette  County,  Wisconsin,  and  a  year  in  Menomonie,  Dunn 
County,  Wisconsin.  Then  they  came  to  Barron  County  and  homesteaded  160 
acres  of  wild  land  in  Section  10,  Prairie  Farm  Township.  There  were  then 
but  few  settlers  in  the  Township.  Times  were  hard,  money  was  scarce,  and 
there  was  but  little  with  which  to  establish  a  home  and  get  a  farm  started. 
For  a  time  in  order  to  eke  out  the  family  funds,  Mr.  Johnson  worked  winters 
in  the  woods  for  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  When  he  first  came  here  there  were  no 
roads  except  the  tote  roads  of  the  lumber  companies.  Journeys  to  trading 
points  had  to  be  made  afoot  through  the  woods.  Fortunately,  however,  the 
Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  people  had  a  small  store  at  Prairie  Farm  Village,  and  by 
walking  there,  Mr.  Johnson  was  able  to  get  flour  and  salt,  which  he  had  to 
bring  to  his  little  cabin  on  his  back.  But  he  and  his  wife  were  determined  to 
succeed,  and  were  willing  to  endure  hardship  that  future  prosperity  might 
come.  So  they  toiled  away,  and  gradually  developed  a  good  farm,  with  a  sightly 
set  of  buildings  and  adequate  equipment.  Mrs.  Johnson  was  a  faithful  help¬ 
mate,  and  the  children  also  had  their  share  in  the  upbuilding  of  the  place.  Mrs. 
Johnson  died  Feb.  26,  1915.  In  the  family  there  were  seven  children,  five  girls 
and  two  boys.  Richard  operates  80  acres  of  the  home  farm  in  Prairie  Farm 
Township.  Ed.  owns  the  other  80  acres.  The  daughters  are:  Ama,  wife  of 
John  Swanson,  of  Marshville,  Wash.;  Amanda  first  and  Amanda  second,  both  of 
whom  are  deceased;  Gertine,  wife  of  Charlie  Peterson,  of  Prairie  Farm  Town¬ 
ship;  and  Alma,  wife  of  Milo  Whitman  of  Hillsdale. 

Amund  Amundsen,  a  worthy  citizen,  now  deceased,  for  many  years  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Section  32,  Prairie  Farm  Township,  was  an  early  settler  of  both  Wis¬ 
consin  and  Minnesota.  He  was  born  in  Norway,  Dec.  5,  1824,  and  was  there 
reared,  attended  school,  and  grew  to  manhood.  In  1850  he  set  out  for  America, 
the  voyage  on  a  sailing  boat  taking  over  eleven  weeks.  He  came  to  Janesville, 
Rock  County,  Wisconsin,  then  the  end  of  the  railroad,  and  from  there  found 
his  way  into  Dane  County,  where  for  some  years  he  was  employed  at  farm 
labor.  In  1860  he  settled  in  Fillmore  County,  Minnesota,  and  lived  there,  doing 
farm  work,  during  the  stirring  days  of  the  Civil  War  and  of  the  Sioux  Indian 
Outbreak.  Like  the  other  settlers,  he  fled  to  town  when  the  news  came  that 
the  Indians  were  slaughtering  the  settlers  in  the  western  part  of  the  state 
and  sweeping  eastward.  Having  mastered  the  manual  of  arms  in  Norway,  he 
helped  to  drill  many  volunteers  from  his  county.  He  himself  was  drafted, 
and  presented  himself  at  Rochester,  but  it  was  found  that  his  name  had  been 
confused  with  another  and  he  was  not  mustered  into  service.  Fillmore  County 
had  been  settled  early,  the  wild  land  was  well  taken,  so  after  a  while  Mr. 
Amundsen,  for  the  sake  of  his  children,  decided  to  settle  in  a  newer  region. 
He  arrived  in  Barron  County,  Oct.  12,  1872,  and  here  his  son,  Mathias,  home¬ 
steaded  160  acres  of  wild  land  in  Section  32,  Prairie  Farm  Township.  There 
the  family  lived  together  and  developed  a  good  place.  They  moved  into  a  log 
cabin  built  by  the  original  claimant,  Alonzo  Forward,  and  started  farming  with 
a  yoke  of  oxen  and  five  or  six  cows.  After  a  long  and  useful  life,  Mr.  Amund¬ 
sen  died  Oct.  23,  1914.  His  good  wife  died  Dec.  10,  1905.  Mr.  Amundsen  was 
married  at  Madison,  Wis.,  in  1851  to  Osa  Christianson,  who  was  born  in  Nor¬ 
way,  Dec.  9,  1829.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  eight  children:  Mathias, 
Andrew  (deceased),  Peter  (deceased),  Christ,  Alfred,  Sophia  (of  Minneapolis), 
Martha  (wife  of  Paul  Vance,  of  Dane  County),  and  Ellen  (deceased).  The 
family  name  has  now  been  modified  in  spelling  to  Amundson. 

Mathias,  Christ  and  Albert  Amundson,  known  as  the  Amundson  Brothers, 
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are  among  the  most  honored  and  respected  men  of  the  community.  They  have 
lived  here  nearly  fifty  years,  they  have  seen  the  region  grow  from  a  wilder¬ 
ness,  they  have  known  the  leaders  in  county  affairs,  and  have  themselves 
taken  their  share  in  its  progress  and  development.  The  three  men  are  the 
sons  of  Amund  and  Osa  (Christianson)  Amundsen,  the  name  having  been 
modified  to  its  present  spelling.  Mathias  was  born  in  Dane  County,  Wis., 
June  1,  1862.  Christ  was  born  in  Fillmore  County,  Minn.,  Feb.  16,  1860. 
Albert  was  born  in  Fillmore  County,  Minn.,  Sept.  17,  1866.  Mathias  was 
nearly  twenty-one  when  he  came  to  Barron  County,  with  his  family,  and  it 
was  he  in  whose  name  the  homestead  in  Section  32,  Prairie  Farm  Township, 
was  secured.  Christ,  who  was  twelve,  and  Albert  who  was  six,  when  the 
family  came,  attended  school  here  for  a  while.  All  the  boys  helped  with  the 
development  of  the  land.  They  cleared  up  the  place,  erected  a  good  set  of 
buildings,  and  successfully  carried  on  general  farming.  In  1903  the  home¬ 
stead  was  sold  to  Thorsa  Olson,  eleven  acres  being  reserved  for  the  family, 
where  they  live. 

Frederick  Kahl,  a  pioneer  of  Prairie  Farm  Township,  is  one  of  the  best 
known  men  in  this  region,  and  had  an  active  part  in  the  events  of  the  township 
in  the  days  when  the  county  was  just  beginning  to  develop  from  a  wilderness. 
He  was  born  in  Prussia,  Germany,  son  of  Johaken  and  Sophia  (Bovholtz) 
Kahl,  who  were  small  farmers  of  that  country.  In  the  family  there  were  five 
children,  Frederick,  John,  William,  August  and  Sophia,  and  of  these,  two, 
Frederick  and  Sophia,  now  the  wife  of  Fred  Fisher,  of  Menomonie,  came  to 
the  United  States.  Frederick  attended  school  in  Germany,  and  as  a  youth 
learned  the  mason’s  trade.  In  1869  he  came  to  the  United  States,  landed  at 
New  York,  and  found  his  way  to  Menomonie,  in  Dunn  County,  this  state, 
where  he  entered  the  employ  of  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.,  and  was  sent  by  them  to 
Barron  County,  where  he  was  employed  for  some  years  driving  a  lumber  team 
under  the  direction  of  John  Quaderer.  During  this  time  he  bought  the  rights 
in  160  acres  of  land  on  Sheridan  Prairie,  Dunn  County,  but  soon  afterward 
sold  that  property.  After  his  marriage  in  1874,  he  and  his  wife  conducted 
John  Quaderer’s  boarding  house  on  the  present  site  of  Barron  for  a  year. 
Then  they  moved  onto  a  homestead  in  Section  4,  Prairie  Farm  Township, 
upon  which  he  had  filed  as  early  as  July,  1869.  Here  he  built  a  log  cabin, 
14  by  16  feet  and  lived  in  it  long  enough  to  prove  up  on  the  homestead.  Some 
time  later  he  sold  this  homestead.  In  the  meantime,  in  the  fall  of  1875,  after 
having  lived  on  the  homestead  during  the  summer,  he  purchased  a  tract  of 
160  acres  in  Section  26,  in  the  same  township.  A  log  house,  log  stable  and  log 
granary  had  been  erected,  and  some  nine  acres  had  been  cleared.  Here  he 
started  farming  with  an  ox  team,  four  cows,  two  head  of  young  stock,  160 
bushels  of  grain,  and  a  few  tools.  As  prosperity  increased  he  put  up  a  good 
set  of  buildings  and  developed  a  good  farm.  By  judicious  purchases  he  added 
to  his  holdings,  until  he  owned  half  a  section  of  land,  but  he  has  sold  some, 
so  that  he  now  owns  148  acres.  He  successfully  carries  on  general  farming 
and  dairying,  and  is  one  of  the  prosperous  men  of  the  community.  He  has  a 
fine  herd  of  high  grade  Guernseys  with  a  pure  blooded  sire,  and  is  a  member 
of  the  Guernsey  club.  His  swine  are  full  blooded  Poland-Chinas,  and  his 
horses  are  of  the  Percheron  breed.  He  is  a  believer  in  everything  that  will 
build  up  the  community.  He  helped  to  start  a  cheese  factory  over  the  line  in 
Dunn  County  in  the  early  days  and  one  in  Prairie  Farm  Township,  and  he 
was  also  instrumental  in  starting  the  Farmers’  Co-operative  Creamery  at 
Prairie  Farm  Village,  of  which  he  was  president  for  four  years.  He  was 
active  in  starting  the  Bloomer  Store  Co.  and  is  now  one  of  its  directors.  He 
likewise  helped  to  get  the  Evangelical  congregation  at  Prairie  Farm  started. 
He  was  prominent  in  it  in  the  days  when  meetings  were  held  in  his  home  and 
in  the  school  house,  he  helped  to  build  the  church,  and  he  has  served  in  a 
number  of  its  offices.  In  public  life  he  has  served  on  the  town  board  and  on 
the  school  board,  with  credit  to  himself,  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  fellow 
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citizens.  Mr.  Kahl  was  married  at  Menomonie,  Sept.  24,  1874,  to  Christena 
Muller,  who  was  born  in  Germany,  March  11,  1850,  and  came  to  America  in 
1871.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  five  children:  Otto,  who  is  farming 
in  this  township;  Ernest  F.,  who  is  farming  in  this  township;  Mary,  who  is 
the  wife  of  Rev.  W.  W.  Kreger,  of  Arcadia,  Wis.;  Edward,  who  operates  the 
home  farm  with  his  father,  and  Lydia,  who  is  the  wife  of  Fred  Jordan,  of 
Prairie  Farm  Township.  In  1908  Mr.  Kahl  built  a  modern  residence  of  eight 
rooms  and  in  1917  installed  the  Delco  system  of  electric  lights,  which  furnishes 
light  for  his  two  houses,  barns,  granary  and  yard. 

George  N.  Buck,  head  of  the  Prairie  Farm  Ginseng  Gardens,  owner  of  the 
prosperous  Hope  Mound  Stock  Farm  in  Section  21,  Prairie  Farm  Township, 
and  a  widely  known  citizen  whose  enterprise  has  done  much  to  advertise 
Barron  County  throughout  the  country,  was  bom  in  Adams  County,  Ill.,  Sept. 
21,  1862,  the  son  of  Thomas  H.  and  Elizabeth  (Posten)  Buck.  These  good 
people  were  natives  respectively  of  New  York  State  and  Virginia,  he  being 
descended  from  English  and  she  from  German  stock.  They  lived  in  Ohio,  and 
then  in  Illinois,  and  from  there  came  to  Wisconsin  in  1864,  and  settled  near 
Diamond  Bluff,  Pierce  County,  where  they  developed  a  home  in  the  wilderness 
and  became  leading  citizens  of  the  community  in  which  they  lived.  He  died 
there  at  the  age  of  56,  and  she  continued  to  live  there  for  many  years  there¬ 
after  and  died  at  the  age  of  72  years.  George  N.  was  twelve  years  old  when 
the  faAily  came  to  Wisconsin.  He  attended  the  village  school  of  Diamond 
Bluff,  and  learned  farming  from  his  parents.  For  many  years  as  a  young 
man  he  was  engaged  in  the  sawmill  business  in  Pierce  county.  In  1897  he 
came  to  Barron  County,  and  secured  80  acres  of  wild  land  at  what  is  now  the 
little  hamlet  of  Reeve,  in  Vance  Creek  Township.  He  built  a  frame  house  and 
a  log  bam,  and  started  to  establish  a  home  and  a  farm.  The  county  had  then 
been  settled  for  many  years,  it  was  already  well  developed  in  many  places,  and 
had  many  flourishing  villages,  but  the  particular  locality  where  Mr.  Buck 
settled  was  still  in  its  primitive  condition,  and  the  place  where  he  settled  was 
off  from  any  road.  Clear  Lake,  ten  miles  away,  was  the  trading  point.  Nine 
years  Mr.  Buck  faithfully  devoted  to  the  operation  and  development  of  this 
place.  He  was  respected  and  esteemed  by  his  neighbors,  and  was  elected  to 
township  and  school  offices.  In  1906  he  sold  out  and  purchased  his  present 
place  of  80  acres  in  Section  21,  Prairie  Farm  Township.  About  80  acres  had 
been  cleared,  and  a  small  house  and  a  hay  shed,  with  a  lean-to  for  a  stable, 
had  been  built.  Mr.  Buck  set  to  work  with  a  will  to  develop  this  place.  He 
has  erected  a  fine  set  of  buildings  and  improved  the  land,  and  has  given  the 
place  the  pretty  and  appropriate  name  of  the  Oak  Mound  Stock  Farm.  He 
has  served  on  the  township  board  and  the  village  board,  and  is  a  man  of 
influence  and  importance  in  the  community.  Mr.  Buck  was  married  in  the  fall 
of  1880,  at  Wahpeton,  N.  D.,  to  Ida  Baker,  then  of  Pierce  County,  Wis.,  who 
was  bora  near  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi,  at  Prairie  Island,  Dakota  County, 
Minn.,  July  3,  1863,  the  daughter  of  Delos  and  Caroline  (Ellis)  Baker.  Her 
father  was  of  Swiss-English  and  her  mother  of  Scotch-English  descent.  Delos 
Baker  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Buck  have  eight  children, 
the  first  five  of  whom  were  bom  in  Pierce  County  and  the  last  three  in  Barron 
County.  Another  daughter,  Myrtle,  is  deceased.  The  living  are  Charles,  Car¬ 
rie,  Harry,  Howard,  Ethel,  Edith,  William  and  Blanche.  Carrie  is  the  wife  of 
Elmer  Hanson  of  Maple  Grove  Township.  Ethel  married  Charles  Daniels  of 
Clear  Lake.  Mr.  Buck  has  rented  the  farm  to  his  son,  Howard,  and  now  lives 
retired  in  the  village  of  Prairie  Farm.  Howard  married  Pearl  Downs  of 
Prairie  Farm  Township,  daughter  of  Maxwell  T.  Downs.  Howard  enlisted  for 
service  in  the  World  War  from  Rice  Lake,  on  July  18,  1917,  becoming  a  member 
of  Company  F,  6th  Wisconsin  Regiment.  He  went  to  Camp  Douglas,  and  then 
to  Camp  McArthur  in  Texas,  where  he  trained  and  was  assigned  to  Company 
K,  128th  Infantry,  32nd  Division.  He  sailed  for  overseas  March  4,  1918,  landed 
at  Liverpool,  and  later  in  France,  and  took  part  with  his  division  in  the  fighting 
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at  Chateau  Thierry,  the  Argonne  and  at  Soissons.  Later  he  was  in  the  army 
of  occupation  on  the  Rhine.  On  his  return  he  landed  in  the  United  States 
May  6,  1919,  and  was  discharged  at  Camp  Grant,  May  18,  1919. 

The  Prairie  Farm  Ginseng  Gardens,  owned  and  operated  by  George  M. 
Buck,  and  his  sons,  Harry  and  Howard,  in  Section  21,  Prairie  Farm  Town¬ 
ship,  are  known  throughout  the  United  States,  an  acre  and  three  quarters  of 
land  being  devoted  to  the  growing  of  ginseng  and  golden  seal.  Mr.  Buck 
started  in  this  business  in  1906.  He  made  an  investment  of  $1,200  and  put 
in  a  quarter  of  an  acre.  The  result  at  first  was  discouraging.  But  he  got  in 
touch  with  the  experiment  farm  connected  with  the  University  of  Wisconsin, 
sent  them  samples  of  his  roots,  eradicated  the  blights,  and  started  on  the 
road  to  success.  The  two  sons  were  admitted  to  partnership  and  the  gardens 
in  time  became  widely  famed.  The  gardens  are  not  only  the  leading  ones  of 
their  kind  in  the  county,  but  also  in  the  entire  region.  Mr.  Buck  is  always 
willing  to  help  others,  and  he  is  regarded  as  a  national  authority  on  ginseng 
and  golden  seal  culture. 

John  P.  Carlson,  now  deceased,  farmer  and  bee  fancier  of  Section  18, 
Prairie  Farm  Township,  was  probably  as  well  liked  a  man  as  has  ever  lived 
in  this  community.  He  was  a  man  of  unswerving  uprightness  of  character, 
of  genial  temperament,  and  friendly  disposition,  always  ready  to  lend  his  aid, 
his  influence  and  encouragement  to  a  friend  or  to  a  good  cause.  As  a  farmer 
he  was  successful,  and  as  an  apiarist  he  became  known  as  the  “Bee  King”  of 
Barron  County.  He  was  born  in  Halmstad,  Sweden,  on  the  banks  of  the 
Cattegat,  Nov.  30,  1848,  son  of  Magnus  and  Anna  (Martinson)  Carlson,  the 
former  of  whom  was  a  shoemaker  and  farmer.  The  other  children  in  the 
family  were:  Peter,  now  deceased;  Erick,  formerly  of  Wilcox,  Penn.,  but  now 
deceased;  Anna,  the  wife  of  John  Alstad,  of  Erie,  Penn.,  and  Pernell,  who 
died  in  Sweden.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  and  educated  in 
Sweden,  and  there  learned  the  blacksmith’s  trade.  In  1871  he  came  to 
America,  and  located  at  Wilcox,  Penn.,  where  he  operated  a  blacksmith  shop 
for  two  years.  In  1873  he  went  to  Ridgeway,  in  the  same  state,  and  established 
a  bottling  plant.  He  built  up  an  extensive  business,  and  became  a  suc¬ 
cessful  and  prosperous  business  man.  In  1883  he  returned  to  his  native  land 
for  a  visit.  The  next  year  he  came  back  to  the  States  and  located  at  St.  Paul. 
From  there  he  looked  over  several  localities  in  Minnesota  and  Wisconsin,  and 
finally  decided  that  Barron  County  was  an  ideal  spot  for  his  future  activities. 
Accordingly  he  bought  a  tract  of  80  acres  in  Section  18,  Prairie  Farm  Town¬ 
ship,  the  original  homestead  of  John  Selvig.  A  log  cabin  had  been  built  and 
a  little  of  the  tract  cleared.  Mr.  Carlson  moved  his  bride  into  the  one-roomed 
cabin,  and  started  farming  with  a  yoke  of  oxen  and  two  cows.  As  time  passed 
he  developed  a  model  farm.  He  put  up  a  good  set  of  buildings,  added  sixty 
acres  to  the  place,  improved  the  land,  put  up  fences,  planted  trees,  and 
purchased  suitable  equipment.  Being  a  man  of  close  observation,  he  early 
saw  the  possibilities  of  this  region  as  a  bee  country.  He  therefore  began 
keeping  them,  and  gradually  increased  this  industry  until  he  was  regarded 
as  the  leading  bee  man  in  this  region.  He  not  only  made  a  great  success 
himself,  but  encouraged  others  along  the  same  lines.  His  family  is  now 
carrying  on  his  work.  After  a  useful  life  fraught  with  much  service  to  his 
fellow  man,  Mr.  Carlson  died,  Jan.  30,  1917,  and  his  death  was  a  distinct  loss 
to  the  community.  Mr.  Carlson  was  an  excellent  type  of  citizen.  He  was  self 
educated,  but  by  wide  reading  had  acquired  a  unusually  broad  knowledge  of 
men  and  events.  He  was  a  man  of  large  vision,  given  to  looking  ahead.  He 
believed  that  everything  worth  doing  was  worth  doing  well.  He  realized 
thoroughly  that  the  object  of  his  generation  in  a  new  country  was  not  so 
much  to  win  transient  success  for  itself,  but  to  lay  the  foundation  for  the 
prosperity  and  welfare  of  the  future  generations,  and  his  thoughts  were  ever 
toward  building  this  foundation  well.  He  was  a  loving  husband,  an  under¬ 
standing  father,  a  model  citizen,  a  loyal  friend  and  a  helpful  neighbor.  Mr. 
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Carlson  was  married  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  Aug.  11,  1884,  to  Neta  Strandberg, 
who  was  born  in  Sweden,  April  27,  1867.  There  was  an  interesting  romance 
connected  with  their  wooing.  He  met  her  while  on  his  visit  to  his  native 
land,  and  she  came  to  America  on  the  same  steamship  which  brought  him 
back.  Their  friendship  deepened  into  love  and  they  were  married.  Their 
union  was  an  ideal  one,  and  their  years  together  were  filled  with  happiness 
and  sunshine.  Their  union  was  blessed  with  four  children.  Clarissa  is  the 
wife  of  Albert  Johnson,  of  Prairie  Farm  township.  Alma  is  dead.  Alva  and 
Alida  are  at  home.  They  and  the  mother  are  carrying  out  the  bee  business, 
as  well  as  the  farm,  with  the  assistance  of  Edwin  F.  Carlson,  nephew  of  John 
P,  They  have  a  fine  apiary  of  a  good  breed  of  bees,  and  thoroughly  under¬ 
stand  the  business. 

August  Miller,  a  worthy  citizen  of  Section  26,  Prairie  Farm  Township,  was 
born  in  Hesse,  Germany,  July  1,  1869,  the  son  of  Johanes  and  Marie  (Ochsa) 
Miller,  who  brought  him  to  this  township  when  he  was  a  small  boy.  He  was 
reared  on  the  home  farm,  attended  the  district  school,  and  learned  farming 
from  his  father.  Five  winters  he  spent  in  the  lumber  woods.  In  1896  he  and 
his  bride  located  on  a  farm  of  160  acres  in  Section  26.  At  that  time  a  small 
frame  house  and  a  shack  stood  on  the  place,  and  about  ten  acres  had  been 
cleared.  When  they  first  started  they  had  but  little  to  do  with.  The  first  year 
they  bought  a  cow,  and  the  second  year  they  were  enabled  to  get  a  team  of 
horses.  By  hard  work  he  cleared  up  the  place  and  developed  a  good  farm. 
After  a  useful  life,  he  died  Sept.  19,  1916,  as  the  result  of  being  kicked  by  a 
horse.  Mr.  Miller  was  married  June  13,  1896,  to  Anna  Roemhild,  who  was 
born  on  the  home  farm  in  Prairie  Farm  Township  on  Aug.  24,  1874,  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Carl  August  and  Eva  Roemhild,  the  pioneers.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  had 
five  sons:  Roy  Peter,  Franklin  August,  Arthur  Henry,  Ralph  Wallace  and 
Gerald  Reuben,  Ralph  Wallace  died  in  September,  1911.  The  other  four  sons 
are  at  home. 

Roy  Peter  Miller,  an  energetic  young  farmer  of  Section  26,  Prairie  Farm 
Township,  was  born  on  the  place  where  he  now  lives,  May  23,  1897,  the  son 
of  August  and  Anna  (Roemhild)  Miller,  all  four  of  his  grandparents  having 
been  early  settlers  of  this  county.  He  attended  the  district  schools  and  was 
reared  to  farm  pursuits  by  his  father.  He  now  operates  the  home  place,  with 
his  mother.  It  consists  of  160  acres,  about  100  of  which  have  been  cleared.  The 
house  is  a  modern  farm  residence.  The  barn,  40  by  54  feet,  was  built  to  re¬ 
place  one  32  by  64  feet,  which  was  burned.  The  silo  is  of  stone,  13  by  32  feet. 
The  other  buildings  are  adequate.  House  and  barn  are  illuminated  with  acety¬ 
lene  gas  and  supplied  with  running  water.  Mr.  Miller  is  progressive  and  mod¬ 
ern  and  is  already  getting  a  good  start  in  life.  He  is  well  liked  by  all  who 
know  him.  He  was  married  in  1918  to  Maude  Neck,  who  was  born  at  Prairie 
Farm  Township  on  Oct.  2,  1896,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Anna  Neck.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Miller  have  had  two  children,  Kenneth  Roy,  born  May  24,  1919,  and 
one  who  died  in  infancy. 

Valentine  Kurschner,  an  early  settler  of  Section  22,  Prairie  Farm  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  Germany,  March  13,  1852,  and  there  attended  school.  Feb. 
18,  1873,  he  married  Wilhelmina  Moline,  who  was  born  Nov.  6,  1854.  Soon 
afterward  they  came  to  the  United  States,  and  took  a  homestead  oh  Section  22, 
Prairie  Farm  Township,  this  county.  He  built  a  log  house,  established  his 
home  therein,  and  started  to  develop  a  farm.  For  several  winters  in  order  to 
help  out  the  family  funds,  he  worked  in  the  lumber  woods.  In  time  he  got  a 
good  start  in  life  and  built  up  a  good  farm.  He  was  especially  prominent  in 
the  affairs  of  the  Evangelical  Church  in  Prairie  Farm  Township,  and  for  many 
years  was  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School.  He  was  also  a  pioneer  dairy¬ 
man  and  helped  to  start  the  Prairio  Farm  Co-operative  Creamery.  He  died 
Jan.  3,  1908,  and  his  wife  is  still  living  on  the  home  place. 

Johanes  Miller,  for  many  years  a  resident  of  Section  35,  Prairie  Farm 
Township,  was  born  in  Germany,  was  there  reared  and  educated,  and  there 
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married  Marie  Ochsa.  Six  children  were  born,  two  of  whom  died  young,  in 
Germany.  The  other  four  were:  Elizabeth,  now  Mrs.  Frank  Roemhild,  of 
Prairie  Farm  Township;  Peter,  a  farmer  of  Prairie  Farm  Township;  August, 
deceased;  and  Kate,  now  Mrs.  John  Kurschner,  of  Prairie  Farm  Township.  In 
Janilary,  1882,  Mr.  Miller  and  Elizabeth  came  to  the  United  States.  In  May 
of  that  year,  the  mother  came  with  Peter,  August  and  Kate.  They  settled  on 
122  acres  of  wild  land  in  Section  35,  Prairie  Farm  Township.  There  he  built 
a  log  house  and  some  log  outbuildings.  The  furniture  for  the  house  was 
mostly  made  on  the  place.  The  first  year  Mr.  Miller  had  a  cow,  and  not  long 
afterward  was  able  to  get  a  yoke  of  oxen.  Ap  time  passed,  he  developed  a  good 
farm.  He  replaced  the  log  house  with  a  frame  residence,  cleared  up  the  land 
and  built  fences.  He  died  Jan.  3,  1911,  at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years.  His 
wife,  who  was  born  April  28,  1842,  is  still  living  on  the  home  place  with  her 
son,  Peter. 

Peter  Miller,  who  ranks  well  among  the  industrious  farmers  of  Prairie 
Farm  Township,  was  born  in  Hesse,  Germany,  Aug.  24,  1872,  the  son  of  Johanes 
and  Marie  (Ochsa)  Miller,  the  original  rendering  of  whose  name  was  Mueller. 
He  was  brought  to  his  present  farm  in  Section  35,  as  an  infant,  attended  the 
district  school,  and  here  grew  to  manhood.  For  nine  winters  he  worked  in  the 
woods.  After  his  father’s  death,  in  1911,  he  took  over  the  home  place,  and  to 
its  development  and  operation  he  has  since  devoted  his  attention.  He  has 
fixed  over  the  house,  has  put  up  a  modern  barn,  36  by  84  feet,  a  silo,  12  by  33 
feet,  and  other  buildings.  He  carries  on  general  farming,  and  raises  Jersey 
cattle,  Poland-China  swine,  and  a  good  grade  of  horses.  Busy  as  he  has  been 
in  developing  his  farm,  Mr.  Miller  has  found  time  for  considerable  public 
service.  He  served  efficiently  on  the  town  board  for  two  years,  and  for  nine 
years  was  treasurer  of  his  school  district.  He  had  been  active  in  the  German 
Lutheran  Church  in  Prairie  Farm  Township  and  has  been  its  treasurer  since 
1910.  Mr.  Miller  was  married  May  19,  1897,  to  Mary  Kurschner,  who  was  born 
in  a  log  cabin  in  this  township,  Sept.  9,  1876,  the  daughter  of  Valentine  and 
Wilhelmina  (Moline)  Kurschner,  early  settlers.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  have 
eight  children.  Edward  is  in  Dunn  County.  Matilda  is  the  wife  of  Ed.  Bilse, 
of  Dunn  County.  Clarence,  Erna,  Minnie,  Elizabeth  and  Herbert  and  Helen 
(twins)  are  at  home.  Mr.  Miller  has  christened  his  place  the  Valley  View 
Dairy  Farm,  by  reason  of  its  sightly  location,  and  under  this  name  it  is 
widely  known.  He  takes  pride  in  its  appearance,  and  everything  about  it  be¬ 
speaks  the  thrift,  hard  work  and  good  judgment  of  the  owner. 

Martin  Johnson,  early  settler  of  Section  10,  Prairie  Farm  Township,  was 
born  in  Norway,  and  was  there  reared  and  educated.  As  a  young  man  he  mar¬ 
ried,  and  settled  down  to  establish  a  family.  As  the  children  began  to  grow 
he  determined  to  seek  for  them  the  broader  opportunities  of  America.  Ac¬ 
cordingly,  in  1866,  with  his  wife,  Lena,  and  four  children,  Holden,  Morris, 
Mary  and  Agnes,  he  embarked  aboard  a  sailing  boat  bound  for  the  new  coun¬ 
try.  They  left  the  land  of  their  birth  and  ancestry,  in  April,  and  did  not  sight 
land  until  the  middle  of  July.  For  a  time  they  lived  near  Rio,  in  Columbia 
County,  this  state,  where  Mr.  Johnson  farmed  and  worked  at  his  trade  as  a 
carpenter.  Later  he  took  a  homestead  in  Section  10,  Prairie  Farm  Township, 
this  county.  Starting  in  with  but  little,  he  here  built  up  a  good  farm.  Five 
children  were  born  in  this  country:  Albert  (deceased),  Percie  (Mrs.  John  Ross- 
bach,  of  Prairie  Farm  Township),  Laura,  Albert  and  Edward. 

Nels  Eggen,  public  official,  logging  foreman,  and  industrious  farmer  of 
Section  3,  Prairie  Farm  Township,  now  deceased,  was  born  in  Norway,  Jan. 
18,  1852,  and  was  there  reared  and  educated.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  de¬ 
cided  to  make  the  great  experiment  and  come  to  America.  Accordingly,  he 
borrowed  money  from  good  friends,  and  after  a  long  voyage,  landed,  and  in 
due  time  found  his  way  to  Menomonie,  in  Dunn  County,  this  state,  where  he 
entered  the  employ  of  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  For  many  years  thereafter  he 
worked  in  the  lumber  woods  winters,  on  the  river  drives  in  the  springs,  and  on 
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the  company  farm  in  Prairie  Farm  Township  in  the  summer.  After  he  mar¬ 
ried  in  the  spring:  of  1879,  his  wife  went  into  the  lumber  camps  with  him. 
She  worked  as  cook  and  he  as  foreman,  their  combined  wages  being  $45  a 
month.  In  1881,  he  purchased  120  acres  in  Section  3,  Prairie  Farm  Township, 
and  put  up  a  log  cabin,  16  by  20  feet,  into  which  he  and  his  wife  moved.  They 
started  farming  with  an  ox  team  and  a  cow,  secured  from  his  employer.  Mrs 
Eggen  managed  to  get  a  few  chickens.  Thus  they  made  their  beginning.  For 
years  thereafter,  Mr.  Eggen  continued  to  work  winters  as  a  logging  foreman, 
while  his  wife  bravely  stayed  at  home,  looked  after  the  chores  and  cared  for  the 
children.  As  time  passed  they  built  up  a  good  place.  Being  a  man  of  force¬ 
ful  characteristics,  it  is  natural  that  he  should  have  been  a  leader  in  his  com¬ 
munity.  For  a  number  of  terms  he  was  chairman  of  the  township,  and  as  such 
a  member  of  the  county  board.  He  believed  in  conservative  progress,  he  was 
especially  a  friend  of  the  good  roads  movement,  and  he  was  honored  and  re¬ 
spected  for  his  judgment  and  ability  not  only  by  his  own  constituents  but  also 
by  the  voters  of  the  county  at  large.  He  also  served  the  township  with  fair¬ 
ness  and  discretion  as  assessor.  As  a  father  of  children  he  was  naturally  in¬ 
terested  in  education  and  did  good  work  on  the  school  board.  He  believed  in 
co-operative  effort  among  the  farmers  and  was  a  stockholder  in  the  Prairie 
Farm  Co-operative  Association.  On  his  farm  he  successfully  conducted  general 
farming  and  dairying,  and  had  a  good  herd.  After  a  successful  career  he  died 
Jan.  26,  1898,  and  his  death  was  sincerely  mourned.  He  was  one  of  the  town’s 
most  useful  citizens,  he  took  his  part  in  every  forward  move,  and  he  left  be¬ 
hind  the  memory  of  an  honored  name.  He  was  a  loving  husband,  an  indulgent 
father,  a  good  neighbor  and  a  loyal  friend.  Mr.  Eggen  was  married  April  14, 
1879,  at  Prairie  Farm,  to  Agnes  Johnson,  who  was  born  in  Norway,  Feb.  11, 
1861,  the  daughter  of  Martin  and  Lena  (Peterson)  Johnson,  and  there  were 
born:  Gustave,  Willis,  Lena  and  Nina.  Gustave  was  born  Jan.  13,  1880,  on  the 
present  place.  He  conducts  a  part  of  the  home  place  and  makes  a  home  for  his 
mother.  He  here  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  and  has  a  good 
herd  of  Guernsey  cattle.  He  is  one  of  the  substantial  and  solid  men  of  the 
township,  a  good  farmer  and  a  good  business  man,  and  highly  respected  by  all 
who  know  him.  Willis  was  born  June  13,  1882.  He  has  purchased  a  part  of 
the  home  farm,  erected  a  set  of  buildings,  and  carries  on  general  farming  and 
dairying.  He  is  an  enterprising  man  who  stands  well  throughout  the  commu¬ 
nity.  Lena  was  born  Aug.  24,  1884,  and  is  the  wife  of  Alfred  Johnson,  of 
Prairie  Farm  Township.  Nina  was  born  Sept.  10,  1890,  and  is  the  wife  of  Nor¬ 
man  Thompson,  of  Minneapolis. 

John  Iverson,  an  early  settler  of  Prairie  Farm  Township,  now  deceased, 
was  born  in  Norway,  Dec.  25,  1839,  and  was  there  reared,  attended  the  parish 
schools,  and  grew  to  manhood.  In  1867  he  married  Anna  Stubdahl,  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  a  neighbor.  He  started  out  with  his  wife  and  one  son,  Christ,  for 
America,  in  the  spring  of  1869,  and  landed  after  a  voyage  of  over  a  month 
aboard  a  sailing  boat.  Then  he  came  overland  to  Iowa,  where  he  had  friends. 
After  a  short  time  he  came  to  Menomonie,  in  Dunn  County,  this  state,  and  there 
another  son,  Elmer,  was  born.  In  1871  the  family  came  to  Barron  County  and 
settled  on  a  homestead  of  160  acres  in  Section  30,  Prairie  Farm  Township. 
Prairie  Farm  Village  had  been  settled  for  some  years,  and  there  was  a  store, 
postoffice  and  sawmill  there,  but  in  the  vicinity  where  Mr.  Iverson  settled  there 
were  but  two  other  families,  those  of  Andreas  Stensaas  and  Christ  Woxen. 
For  a  time  the  Iversons  made  their  home  with  Andreas  Stensaas,  who  was  liv¬ 
ing  in  an  old  lumber  camp.  In  the  meantime,  Mr.  Iverson  put  up  a  log  cabin, 
14  by  16  feet,  and  into  this  he  moved  his  family.  Then  he  set  to  work  to  estab¬ 
lish  a  home  and  a  farm.  For  a  while  it  was  hard  to  get  along.  In  the  early 
days  there  were  no  lumber  yards,  and  the  timber  from  which  the  buildings 
were  built  was  cut  and  sawed  by  Mr.  Iverson  with  the  old-fashioned  rip  saw. 
He  also  made  his  own  shingles,  built  his  own  bob  sleds  and  jumper  wagon, 
with  which  they  hauled  their  hay  and  grain  which  the  family  threshed  with  a 
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flail  on  the  barn  floor.  After  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  put  in  a  mill,  things  im¬ 
proved  faster.  They  made  their  own  cradles  with  which  they  cut  their  grain. 
Sometimes  Mr.  Iverson  walked  as  far  as  Menomonie  to  do  his  trading,  bring¬ 
ing  provisions  home  on  his  back.  His  wife  spun  yarn  to  knit  mittens,  socks  and 
jackets  for  the  family.  Gradually  the  farm  was  developed.  In  time  he  put  up 
a  good  set  of  buildings,  got  a  good  part  of  the  land  under  cultivation,  put  up 
fences,  and  acquired  tools  and  equipment.  As  a  family  man  and  a  good  citi¬ 
zen,  Mr.  Iverson  was  interested  in  church  and  school.  He  helped  to  organize 
the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Congregation  at  Prairie  Farm,  and  served  as  one  of 
its  officers.  He  also  served  on  the  school  board.  After  a  long  and  useful  life, 
he  died  Nov.  2,  1910.  His  good  wife  passed  away,  March  14,  1906.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  two  sons,  who  were  brought  here,  three  daughters  were  born  on  this 
place:  Mary,  the  wife  of  Louis  Michaelson,  of  Glenwood  City;  Laura,  the  wife 
of  John  Stack,  of  Saskatchewan,  Canada ;  and  Emma,  who  is  at  home. 

Christ  and  Elmer  Iverson,  known  as  the  Iverson  Brothers,  are  operating 
the  home  place  in  Section  30,  Prairie  Farm  Township,  which  has  been  in  the 
family  for  more  than  half  a  century,  having  been  taken  as  a  homestead  in  1871 
by  their  parents,  John  and  Anna  (Stubdahl)  Iverson,  the  early  settlers.  Christ 
was  born  in  Norway,  Sept.  23,  1868,  was  brought  to  America  in  1869,  and  to  the 
present  farm  in  1871.  Elmer  was  born  in  Menomonie,  Aug.  13,  1870,  and  was 
brought  to  the  present  place  the  next  year.  Both  boys  were  reared  in  the 
wilds  amid  pioneer  conditions.  Both  attended  the  log  schoolhouse  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood,  learned  farming  from  their  father,  and  helped  to  develop  the  home 
farm.  Christ  spent  20  winters  in  logging  camps  and  nine  springs  on  the  river 
drives.  Elmer  spent  12  winters  in  the  logging  camps.  Both  are  among  the  best 
known  and  most  substantial  men  in  the  community,  and  are  highly  respected 
by  all.  They  are  good  farmers  and  good  citizens  and  take  their  part  in  com¬ 
munity  affairs.  Christ  has  been  a  member  of  the  school  board.  Each  now  owns 
a  half  of  the  home  place,  and  they  live  in  the  old  dwelling,  where  their  sister, 
Emma,  keeps  house  for  them.  They  successfully  carry  on  general  farming  and 
dairying  and  have  a  good  herd  of  Hereford  cattle. 

John  August  Kahl,  an  energetic  farmer  of  Section  23,  Prairie  Farm  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  a  log  cabin  on  the  place  where  he  still  lives,  April  10,  1885, 
the  son  of  John  and  Mary  (Hendorf)  Kahl.  He  was  reared  here,  attended  the 
district  school,  and  learned  farming  from  his  father.  He  now  owns  120  acres 
of  the  home  place.  The  residence  is  a  pretty  modern  bungalow,  the  other 
buildings  are  adequate  and  in  good  repair.  General  farming  and  dairying  are 
successfully  conducted,  and  there  is  a  good  herd  of  Guernsey  cattle,  as  well  as 
a  fine  drove  of  swine.  Mr.  Kahl  is  well  known  throughout  the  community,  and 
is  as  well  liked  as  he  is  well  known.  He  has  served  with  credit  on  the  school 
board.  Mr.  Kahl  was  married  on  Jan.  30,  1908,  at  Dallas  to  Edith  Blake,  the 
daughter  of  Fred  and  Minnie  Blake.  She  was  born  at  Dallas,  Oct.  4,  1886.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Kahl  have  five  children :  Athly,  Verna,  Earl,  Helen  and  Bryon. 

John  Kahl,  who  died  Sept.  25,  1921,  was  an  estimable  citizen  of  Section  23, 
Prairie  Farm  Township,  and  had  been  a  resident  of  this  county  for  nearly  fifty 
years.  He  was  born  in  Germany,  March  10,  1851,  the  son  of  John  and  Cath¬ 
erine  Kahl,  who  spent  the  span  of  their  years  farming  in  that  country.  He  was 
educated  in  the  government  schools  and  was  reared  to  farm  pursuits  by  his 
father.  In  1871  he  came  to  America,  and  for  three  years  found  employment 
in  Dane  County.  From  there,  in  1874,  he  came  to  Barron  County,  and  secured 
160  acres  in  Section  23,  Prairie  Farm  Township.  He  put  up  a  log  cabin  and  a 
slab  stable,  and  started  farming  with  a  team  of  horses  and  a  cow  or  two. 
There  were  then  few  roads  except  the  tote  roads  of  the  lumber  companies,  the 
settlers  were  scattered,  not  much  had  been  done  in  the  way  of  development. 
He  set  to  work  with  a  will,  and  in  time  had  built  up  a  good  farm.  He  replaced 
the  log  structures  with  a  good  set  of  frame  buildings,  and  added  to  his  acreage 
until  he  owned  280  acres.  Here  he  successfully  carried  on  general  farming 
operations  until  1910,  when  he  retired  and  moved  to  Prairie  Farm  Village, 
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where  he  purchased  a  pleasant  home.  After  his  wife’s  death,  in  1916,  he 
moved  back  to  the  farm  and  enjoyed  a  well-earned  rest  after  a  busy  life  of  hard 
work,  filled  with  worthy  endeavor.  Mr.  Kahl  was  married  in  1875  to  Mary 
Hendorf,  who  was  born  in  Germany  in  1859,  and  died  in  Prairie  Farm  Village 
in  1916.  This  union  was  blessed  with  six  children:  Mary,  now  deceased; 
George,  on  the  home  farm;  Anna,  of  Minneapolis;  Elizabeth,  of  Rice  Lake; 
John  August,  on  the  home  farm;  and  Emma,  the  wife  of  William  Miller,  of 
Prairie  Farm  Township.  George  owns  114  acres  of  the  home  farm,  which  he 
carries  on,  on  his  own  account,  and  on  which  he  has  a  good  house  and  out¬ 
buildings. 

John  Kallenbach,  a  representative  farmer  of  section  28,  Prairie  Farm 
Township,  was  bom  in  Germany,  Oct.  30,  1863,  the  son  of  Oswald  and  Chris¬ 
tina  Kallenbach.  He  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native  land,  and  was 
still  a  young  boy  when  he  was  apprenticed  to  a  shoemaker  to  learn  the  trade. 
At  the  age  of  sixteen,  in  1880,  he  came  to  the  United  States,  and  found  his 
way  to  the  Wisconsin  lumber  regions.  For  many  years  thereafter  he  devoted 
his  life  to  agriculture  and  lumbering,  spending  in  all  eighteen  winters  in  the 
lumber  woods  and  ten  springs  on  the  river  drives.  In  1894  he  purchased  80 
acres  of  wild  land  in  Section  23,  Prairie  Farm  Township.  He  built  a  log 
house,  20  by  30  feet,  on  the  hill  south  of  his  present  home,  and  moved  into  it 
with  his  bride.  He  started  farming  here  with  but  little  equipment.  In  a  little 
while  he  managed  to  get  a  cow,  and  a  while  later  he  got  a  mule  team.  One 
of  the  tables  in  the  house  was  made  from  trees  cut  on  the  place.  Little  by 
little,  he  managed  to  get  the  farm  cleared  up  and  under  cultivation.  In  1906 
he  purchased  another  80  acres  adjoining.  On  this  was  standing  a  small 
frame  house  into  which  he  moved.  This  house,  he  has  enlarged  and  improved 
into  a  modern  dwelling.  He  has  put  up  a  barn,  36  by  76  feet,  a  silo  12  by  40 
feet  and  other  buildings.  The  home  is  pleasantly  located  in  a  sightly  grove, 
which  makes  the  farm  a  landmark  in  the  neighborhood.  On  this  place  he 
successfully  conducts  general  farming,  and  dairying,  and  has  a  good  herd  of 
Guernsey  cattle,  a  fine  drove  of  Poland-China  swine,  and  some  good  Belgian 
horses.  Mr.  Kallenbach  is  one  of  the  prominent  and  influential  men  of  this 
community.  For  six  years  he  has  done  most  efficient  work  as  one  of  the  town 
supervisors.  He  has  also  given  valuable  service  as  a  member  of  the  school 
board.  He  is  vice  president  of  the  Prairie  Farm  Co-operative  Creamery,  a 
stockholder  in  the  Prairie  Farm  Telephone  Co.  and  a  member  of  the  Guernsey 
Breeders’  Association.  Mr.  Kallenbach  was  married  May  17,  1893,  to  Catherine 
Beisswauger,  who  was  born  in  Dunn  County,  May  24,  1870,  the  daughter  of 
Gottlieb  and  Anna  (Kahl)  Beisswauger.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with 
eight  children.  Mary  died  in  young  womanhood.  Albert  is  farming  in 
Prairie  Farm  Township.  Arthur  is  at  home.  Amelia  is  the  wife  of  Ernest 
Nitz,  of  Dallas  Township.  Stanley,  Hellen,  Laura  and  Harry  are  at  home. 

Gottlieb  Beisswauger,  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  and  early  settler  of  this 
region,  now  deceased,  was  born  in  Germany,  and  was  there  reared  and 
educated.  Like  so  many  of  his  young  countrymen  he  served  for  a  stated 
period  in  the  regular  German  army.  As  a  young  man  he  came  to  America 
and  located  in  this  state.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  he  enlisted  in 
a  regiment  of  infantry  and  served  with  valor  under  General  Sheridan  until 
after  the  close  of  the  conflict.  For  many  years  he  lived  in  Dunn  County,  near 
the  Prairie  Farm  line.  He  was  well  known  and  highly  regarded  by  the  people 
of  both  counties,  and  his  judgment  was  respected  by  all  with  whom  he  came 
in  contact.  He  was  personally  acquainted  with  many  of  the  real  leaders  in 
this  region  in  the  pioneer  days.  Especially  was  he  active  in  church  affairs. 
Early  Lutheran  services  were  held  in  his  cabin,  and  he  assisted  in  getting  a 
congregation  started.  After  a  long  and  useful  life,  he  died  in  March,  1910, 
at  the  age  of  80  years.  His  wife,  Anna  Kahl,  who  was  born  in  Germany,  and 
came  to  America  as  a  child,  died  in  July,  1918,  at  the  age  of  73  years. 
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Isaac  Sprague,  for  many  years  the  moving  factor  in  the  business  life  of 
Prairie  Farm  village,  was  born  at  Troy,  near  Pontiac,  Mich.,  Dec.  16,  1835, 
the  son  of  Isaac  and  Clementina  (Black)  Sprague,  natives  of  Cattaraugus 
County,  N.  Y.,  who  came  west  to  Wayne  County,  Mich.,  as  young  people.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  his  native  county,  and  there  grew  to 
manhood  and  was  married.  In  1859  he  came  to  Wisconsin  with  his  wife  and 
son,  William,  and  located  on  a  claim  near  Menomonie,  in  Dunn  County.  In 
1862  he  came  to  what  is  now  the  village  of  Prairie  Farm,  then  a  lumber  camp. 
The  county  was  then  a  wilderness,  the  Indians  and  the  wild  animals  roamed 
the  woods  almost  undisturbed,  and  the  Indians  looked  with  none  too  friendly 
eye  on  the  coming  of  the  white  lumbermen.  Often  they  camped  across  the 
river  from  the  lumbering  operations,  and  held  their  savage  dances.  Mr. 
Sprague  acted  as  camp  foreman,  shipping  foreman  and  mill  foreman.  His 
wife  was  the  camp  cook.  Sometimes  when  an  unusually  large  number  of 
Indians  were  camped  in  the  vicinity,  and  their  begging  and  pilfering  became 
unbearable,  she  had  a  man  stand  guard  over  the  food  while  she  did  the  cook¬ 
ing.  In  1866  the  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  people  put  up  a  store,  and  Mr.  Sprague 
was  made  the  store  keeper  and  postmaster.  Goods  were  brought  overland 
from  Menomonie.  Such  a  store  and  trading  post  was  a  great  convenience  to 
the  employes  of  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  and  later  to  the  settlers  as  they  began 
to  come  in.  In  1875  Mr.  Sprague  severed  his  relations  with  the  lumber  com¬ 
pany,  and  opened  a  store  and  hotel  of  his  own.  He  continued  to  be  post¬ 
master,  holding  the  office  until  1899.  Mr.  Sprague  was  untiring  in  every  effort 
to  upbuild  the  village.  He  took  a  prominent  part  in  its  incorporation,  and 
served  as  president  of  its  first  board  of  trustees.  Previous  to  this,  he  had 
been  treasurer  of  the  township  and  clerk  of  the  school  board.  After  a  long 
useful  life,  he  died  Feb.  23,  1916.  His  wife  died  March  4,  1908.  Mr.  Sprague 
was  married  at  Vernon,  Mich.,  Sept.  8,  1856,  to  Jane  Van  Wormer,  daughter 
of  Ezekiel  and  Sarah  Van  Wormer.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sprague  had  six  children: 
William,  Charles,  George,  Frank,  Estella,  wife  of  Maxwell  T.  Downs,  of  Prairie 
Farm  Township,  and  Ella,  wife  of  Carl  Borson,  of  Prairie  Farm  Township. 

Maxwell  Timothy  Downs,  a  prominent  man  living  in  the  vicinity  of  Prairie 
Farm  village,  was  born  in  the  Province  of  Quebec,  Canada,  July  18,  1863,  the 
son  of  John  and  Jane  (Calder)  Downs,  he  a  native  of  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia, 
Canada,  and  she  of  Glasgow,  Scotland.  In  1872  the  father  came  to  Menomonie, 
Dunn  County,  this  state,  bringing  the  family.  For  a  time  he  was  foreman 
and  contractor  in  lumber  camps  in  Barron  County,  mostly  in  the  vicinity  of 
Almena.  The  father  died  at  Menomonie  April  22,  1914,  at  the  age  of  90  years, 
and  the  mother  Jan.  30,  1905,  at  the  age  of  78  years.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  attended  school  at  Menomonie,  and  first  went  into  the  woods  at  the  age 
of  fifteen  with  his  father,  seeking  experience  and  adventure.  The  next  year 
he  secured  regular  employment  in  the  woods.  At  the  age  of  24  he  became  fore¬ 
man,  a  record  hard  to  beat,  and  thereafter  was  employed  in  that  capacity  in 
lumber  camps  and  on  the  river  drives  until  he  was  forty.  Few  men  are  better 
acquainted  with  the  story  of  the  lumber  development  of  this  county  than  he. 
In  1890  he  purchased  a  tract  of  80  acres  of  wild  land  in  section  21,  Prairie 
Farm  Township,  and  in  1894  moved  his  wife  and  two  children  into  a  14  by  16 
frame  house  which  stood  on  the  place.  He  has  remodeled  the  house  into  the 
present  pleasant  dwelling,  and  has  erected  other  suitable  farm  buildings.  He 
is  now  successfully  carrying  on  general  farming  and  dairying  on  120  acres  of 
good  land.  Mr.  Downs  has  considerable  skill  and  knowledge  as  a  veterinarian, 
and  he  is  often  called  upon  for  help  in  this  line.  In  public  life  he  is  serving 
the  town  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  supervisors.  When  his  farm  was  in 
the  village,  he  represented  the  village  with  credit  on  the  county  board.  He 
also  served  on  the  village  board  of  trustees  and  on  the  school  board.  Mr. 
Downs  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Prairie  Farm  Co-operative  Creamery.  Frater¬ 
nally,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen.  Mr.  Downs  was  married 
April  15,  1891,  to  Estella  J.  Sprague,  who  was  born  on  the  present  site  of 
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Prairie  Farm  village,  Aug.  2,  1873,  the  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Jane  (Van 
Wormer)  Sprague,  the  pioneers.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Downs  have  six  children. 
Grace,  for  several  years  a  teacher,  is  the  wife  of  John  Edmunds,  of  Prairie 
Farm  Township.  Edna  is  dead.  Pearl  is  the  wife  of  Howard  Buck,  of  Prairie 
Farm  Township.  Wallace  is  at  home.  Edith  is  the  wife  of  Elmer  Wicks,  of 
Prairie  Farm  village.  Bernice  is  at  home.  Mrs.  Downs  for  many  years,  from 
the  time  she  was  a  young  girl  to  the  time  of  her;  marriage,  was  assistant  to  her 
father  in  the  postoffice  and  store. 

Martin  Johnson,  farmer  and  carpenter,  for  many  years  a  resident  of 
section  10,  Prairie  Farm  Township,  was  born  in  Norway,  and  was  reared  on 
a  farm  and  learned  the  carpenter  trade.  He  there  married  Lena  Johnson,  and 
three  children,  Holden,  Mary  and  Agnes,  were  born  there.  In  1872  he  set  out 
with  his  family  for  America.  The  voyage  aboard  the  sailing  vessel  took  four¬ 
teen  weeks,  during  which  time  the  passengers  had  to  furnish  their  own  food. 
In  due  time  the  family  reached  Menomonie,  Dunn  County,  this  state.  Later 
they  settled  on  120  acres  in  section  10,  Prairie  Farm  Township.  He  built  a 
log  house  and  started  to  clear  up  the  land.  Sometimes  when  provisions  were 
scarce  he  walked  to  Prairie  Farm  village,  Rice  Lake  or  Menomonie  or  Barron 
and  brought  home  supplies  on  his  back.  As  time  passed  he  built  up  a  good 
farm,  and  added  40  acres  more,  making  a  place  of  160  acres.  In  addition  to 
developing  his  farm,  he  worked  at  his  trade  as  a  carpenter.  He  helped  to  build 
the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church  at  Prairie  Farm  village,  the  schoolhouse  in 
section  2,  and  many  farm  dwellings  and  barns.  After  a  long  and  useful  life 
he  died  on  the  farm  in  July,  1906.  His  wife  died  on  Jan.  6,  1919.  The  children 
were:  Holden,  Mary,  Agnes,  Laura,  Morris,  Albert  and  Edward  M. 

Edward  M.  Johnson,  an  estimable  farmer  of  section  10,  Prairie  Farm 
Township,  was  born  on  the  place  where  he  now  lives,  March  26,  1879,  the 
son  of  Martin  and  Lena  Johnson,  natives  of  Norway.  He  was  reared  on  the 
home  place,  attended  school  in  the  neighborhood,  and  learned  farming  and 
the  carpenter  trade  from  his  father.  One  season  he  worked  in  the  woods. 
For  some  years  he  and  his  brother,  Holden,  operated  the  farm  in  partnership. 
Since  1918  he  has  been  the  sole  owner.  Being  a  carpenter  by  trade  it  is 
natural  that  he  should  have  a  good  set  of  buildings  kept  in  the  best  of  repair. 
His  farm  is  well  developed  and  well  fenced,  and  everything  about  the  place 
bespeaks  the  thrift  and  good  judgment  of  the  owner.  In  addition  to  doing  his 
farm  work,  Mr.  Johnson  is  in  partnership  with  his  brother,  Albert,  in  owning 
and  operating  a  full  threshing  outfit  and  portable  sawmill.  Mr.  Johnson 
was  married  on  March  4,  1904,  at  Prairie  Farm,  to  Caroline  Gaylord,  who  was 
born  in  Norway  ^in  1869.  Mrs.  Johnson  died  in  May,  1910,  leaving  two  sons, 
Carl  and  Edwin, "both  dutiful  sons  who  are  helping  their  father  at  home. 

Ole  Swanson,  an  early  settler  of  Barron  County,  veteran  of  the  Civil  War, 
and  of  the  Minnesota  Indian  Campaign,  one  of  the  heroic  survivors  of  the 
Redwood  Ferry  ambush,  was  born  in  Norway  Feb.  12,  1844,  the  son  of  Swen 
and  Mary  Olson,  who  came  to  America  in  middle  age  and  spent  their  declining 
years  in  Pope  County,  Minn.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  Norway 
and  attended  school  there.  In  1861  he  came  to  America  as  a  youth  of  seven¬ 
teen,  the  voyage  aboard  an  old  sailing  vessel  taking  seven  weeks,  six  weeks 
and  five  days  of  which  was  spent  out  of  sight  of  land.  After  reaching  port 
he  found  his  way  to  Fillmore  County,  Minn.,  where  friends  and  relatives  had 
already  settled,  and  there  he  started  farming.  On  March  2,  1862,  he  enlisted 
in  Company  B,  5th  Minnesota  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  was  mustered  into 
service  at  Fort  Snelling,  near  Minneapolis,  on  March  24,  1862.  His  name 
appears  in  the  military  records  of  the  state  and  nation  as  Ole  Svendson.  The 
company  was  stationed  at  Fort  Ridgely,  on  the  Minnesota,  in  the  western  part 
of  the  state  of  Minnesota.  Then  came  the  events  which  made  the  company 
famous  for  all  time.  On  Aug.  18,  1862,  the  Sioux  Indians  arose  and  began 
slaughtering  the  whites.  Company  B,  which  started  from  Fort  Ridgely  to 
punish  the  Indians,  was  ambushed  at  Redwood  Ferry,  and  Captain  John  S. 
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Marsh,  Interpreter  Peter  Quinn  and  twenty-three  enlisted  men  were  killed. 
Fifteen  escaped  and  fled  to  the  fort.  Six,  including  a  sergeant,  were  wounded. 
Private  Swanson  so  badly  that  he  had  to  be  carried.  When  he  recovered 
he  participated  in  the  campaign  against  the  Indians.  That  fall  he  was  sent 
south  with  the  company  and  rejoined  his  regiment  in  Tennessee.  The  regi¬ 
ment  in  the  meantime  had  been  assigned  to  the  Eagle  Brigade.  Mr.  Swanson’s 
career  was  thereafter  a  part  of  the  history  of  that  brigade,  and  he  proved 
himself  a  brave  and  gallant  soldier  in  many  engagements  and  in  many  a  tire¬ 
some  march  and  bivouac.  For  three  years  he  was  his  company’s  fifer.  He  was 
discharged  with  the  regiment  at  Demopolis,  Ala.,  and  was  mustered  out  at 
Fort  Snelling  Sept.  6,  1866.  After  the  war  Mr.  Swanson  went  back  to  Fill¬ 
more  County,  Minn.,  and  there  married.  In  1873  he  brought  his  wife  and 
three  children  to  Dunn  County,  this  state,  and  located  in  Hay  River  Town¬ 
ship.  For  several  years  thereafter  he  did  farm  work  first  for  Knapp,  Stout 
&  Co.  and  then  for  William  Sprague  who  was  the  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  foreman. 
In  1882,  he  bought  80  acres  from  Mr.  Sprague  in  section  21,  Prairie  Farm 
Township.  He  built  a  log  house,  16  by  24  feet,  and  moved  his  wife  and  three 
children  into  it.  He  also  put  up  a  log  stable.  He  had  but  little  to  do  with. 
For  furniture  he  made  a  bedstead,  table  and  stools  from  trees  growing  on  the 
place.  The  little  cabin  was  far  from  any  store,  and  Mr.  Swanson  had  to  bring 
provisions  in  on  his  back.  But  a  man  who  had  gone  through  his  experiences 
in  the  war  was  not  to  be  daunted  by  the  privations  of  the  wilderness.  He 
worked  with  a  will  and  in  time  built  up  a  good  farm.  After  a  long  and  use¬ 
ful  career  on  the  farm  he  retired  in  1914  and  moved  to  the  village  of  Prairie 
Farm  where  he  now  resides.  He  is  the  commander  of  the  August  Roemhild 
Post,  No.  237,  G.  A.  R.  Mr.  Swanson  is  a  man  held  in  the  highest  esteem  and 
respect.  As  a  solder,  as  a  pioneer,  as  a  citizen,  he  has  been  faithful  to  every 
duty  that  life  has  brought  him,  and  his  example  may  well  be  followed  by  the 
younger  generation.  Mr.  Swanson  was  married  at  Preston,  Fillmore  County, 
Minn.,  April  18,  1867,  to  Anna  Vennes,  who  was  born  in  Norway  Feb.  14, 
1851,  the  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Anna  Margaret  Vennes.  Her  father  came 
to  Fillmore  County  in  1860,  and  the  next  year  sent  for  his  family  to  join  him. 
This  union  was  blessed  with  twelve  children.  Matthew,  Albert  and  William 
were  born  in  Fillmore  County.  Edward,  Alvin,  Lettie,  Martin,  Ole,  Viola  and 
Lena  were  born  in  Dunn  County.  Albert  and  Gilbert  were  born  in  Barron 
County.  Matthew,  Lettie  and  Gilbert  are  dead.  The  family  faith  is  that  of 
the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Wesley  V.  Keyes,  an  active  and  popular  farmer  of  section  22,  Prairie 
Farm  Township,  was  born  in  Florida,  Ohio,  July  20,  1874,  the  son  of  Lucius 
J.  and  Harriet  (Fauber)  Keyes.  He  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native 
state  and  was  still  in  his  'teens  when  brought  to  this  county  by  his  parents, 
who  settled  on  section  22,  Dallas  Township.  He  helped  his  father  until  about 
1902  and  then  purchased  a  half  of  the  homestead.  There  he  continued  to  work 
until  1919  when  he  purchased  the  homestead  of  John  Deringer,  in  section  22, 
Prairie  Farm  Township.  Here  he  successfully  carries  on  general  farming 
and  dairying.  He  is  one  of  the  progressive  men  of  the  community  and  has 
taken  an  active  part  in  its  affairs.  While  in  Dallas  Township  he  was  town 
clerk  for  four  years,  serving  with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the  satisfaction 
of  his  constituents.  He  was  also  the  efficient  manager  of  the  Dallas  Coopera¬ 
tive  Creamery  for  four  years.  Mr.  Keyes  was  married  Oct.  31,  1912,  to  Anna 
Deringer,  who  was  born  at  Menomonie,  this  state,  on  Nov.  8,  1883,  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  John  and  Julia  (Rossbach)  Deringer,  the  pioneers. 

Lucius  Judson  Keyes,  for  some  years  a  resident  of  section  22,  Dallas 
Township,  was  born  in  St.  Lawrence  County,  N.  Y.,  Oct'.  5,  1846,  and  was 
reared  and  educated  there.  He  was  but  eighteen  when  he  enlisted  in  Company 
I,  14th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  in  which  unit  he  served  gallantly  for 
twenty-one  months.  After  the  war  he  moved  to  Ohio  and  settled  on  a  tract 
of  wild  land  in  the  heavy  timbers  near  Florida.  He  built  a  log  cabin  and  started 
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pioneering.  In  time  he  built  up  a  good  farm.  He  became  a  prominent  man  in 
that  community  and  was  highly  esteemed.  But  the  pioneer  blood  was  in  his 
veins,  so  in  1892  he  struck  out  for  a  newer  country.  He  found  his  way  to 
Barron  County  and  purchased  the  rights  in  a  homestead  of  160  acres  in  sec¬ 
tion  22,  Dallas  Township,  not  far  from  the  village.  Part  of  it  had  been 
cleared  and  a  log  house  and  frame  barn  erected.  He  improved  this  place, 
erected  a  good  set  of  buildings  and  developed  a  good  farm.  There  he  suc¬ 
cessfully  carried  on  general  farming.  In  addition  to  his  work  at  home,  he 
was  actively  interested  in  public  affairs,  and  for  a  time  he  served  as  township 
treasurer.  The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  found  him  a  willing  and  earnest 
worker,  and  he  served  for  many  years  as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school. 
In  November,  1912,  he  rented  out  the  farm  and  moved  to  Barron,  where  he 
lived  until  April,  1916.  •  From  that  time  for  four  years  he  did  a  good  deal  of 
traveling  and  in  July,  1919,  went  to  Excelsior,  Minn.,  where  he  now  lives.  Mr. 
Keyes  was  married  in  Michigan,  Oct.  4,  1873,  to  Harriet  Fauber,  who  was 
born  in  Loraine  County,  Ohio,  Oct.  16,  1867,  the  daughter  of  Walter  and  Alzina 
(Cornell)  Fauber.  This  union  was  blessed  with  twelve  children:  Wesley  V., 
Elnora,  Olive,  Bessie,  Edna,  Adeline,  Walter,  Mildred  and  Dorothea,  and 
Clifford  and  two  others  who  died  in  infancy.  The  mother  died  at  Barron, 
Sept.  15,  1914.  On  Aug.  12,  1919,  Mr.  Keyes  was  married,  at  Minneapolis,  to 
Mrs.  Jetta  Pecore,  widow  of  Joseph  Pecore,  son  of  Joseph  Pecore,  the  pioneer. 

John  Selvig,  an  enterprising  and  substantial  farmer  of  section  20,  Prairie 
Farm  Township,  is  one  of  the  influential  men  of  his  neighborhood.  He  was 
born  on  the  place  where  he  still  lives,  Dec.  8,  1877,  the  son  of  Louis  C.  and 
Louisa  (Aasness)  Selvig,  now  of  Barron.  He  attended  the  log  school  in  the 
neighborhood,  was  reared  on  the  home  place  and  learned  farming  from  his 
father.  In  1898  he  went  to  Enderlin,  N.  D.,  where  he  remained  until  1900. 
While  there  he  homesteaded  a  claim,  and  also  worked  for  the  “Soo”  Line,  part 
of  the  time  as  fireman  on  a  freight  train  and  part  of  the  time  as  section  fore¬ 
man.  In  1910  he  bought  the  home  place  where  he  now  lives.  He  successfully 
carries  on  general  farming  and  stock  raising  and  has  a  good  herd  of  Holstein 
cattle,  a  good  drove  of  Poland  China  swine  and  a  good  grade  of  horses.  As  a 
native  of  the  town,  he  has  taken  his  part  in  its  growth  and  progress.  For 
three  years  he  did  most  efficient  service  as  one  of  its  supervisors.  He  has 
also  been  a  valued  member  of  the  school  board.  Mr.  Selvig  was  married  on 
May  29,  1908,  at  Prairie  Farm  to  Alma  Kasting,  who  was  born  in  Prairie 
Farm  Township,  Barron  County,  on  Dec.  30,  1886,  the  daughter  of  Olof  and 
Olena  Kasting.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Selvig  have  been  blessed  with  six  children: 
Olive,  Alice,  Lula,  Clarice,  Lewis  and  Herbert.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the 
Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Peter  Bergman,  a  substantial  farmer  of  section  3,  Prairie  Farm  Township, 
was  born  in  Sweden,  Aug.  31,  1860,  and  there  attended  school  and  grew  to 
young  manhood.  In  1887  he  came  to  America,  landed  in  New  York,  and  then 
came  by  railroad  to  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  which  city  he  reached  Aug.  27,  1887. 
There  for  ten  summers  he  did  general  labor,  spending  his  winters  in  the  lum¬ 
bering  woods  of  this  region.  In  1898  he  purchased  his  present  place  of  a  little 
more  than  75  acres,  in  section  3,  Prairie  Farm.  It  was  a  dismal  stretch  indeed 
when  he  bought  it.  No  buildings  had  been  erected  and  it  was  a  wild  tangle 
of  brush,  stumps  and  windfalls,  with  a  dead  tree  standing  here  and  there. 
From  such  a  beginning  he  has  developed  his  present  farm,  and  great  is  the 
contrast  that  has  been  brought  about  in  the  less  than  quarter  century  since 
he  purchased  it.  It  is  now  well  tilled,  well  cultivated,  well  cared  for  and  well 
fenced^  The  home  is  comfortable  and  pleasant,  the  barn  is  commodious,  the 
other  buildings  adequate.  The  equipment  in  tools,  implements  and  machinery 
is  excellent.  Mr.  Bergman  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairy¬ 
ing.  He  has  a  good  herd,  principally  of  Holstein  blood,  and  a  good  drove  of 
swine.  He  takes  especial  pride  in  his  horses.  He  has  a  pair  of  dapple  grays 
that  are  known  for  miles  around.  This  high  spirited  team,  with  their  well-kept 
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equipment,  present  a  picture  of  strength  and  beauty,  rare  indeed  in  these 
days  of  machinery,  and  are  an  evidence  of  their  owner’s  good  judgment,  good 
taste,  and  good  care.  Mr.  Bergman  is  respected  by  all  who  know  him,  and  his 
standing  is  above  reproach.  He  is  doing  his  duty  as  a  good  citizen  in  every 
respect  and  is  walking  justly  before  Heaven  and  before  man.  Mr.  Bergman 
was  married  at  Minneapolis  on  Sept.  30,  1893,  to  Mary  Samuelson,  who  was 
born  in  Sweden  on  Jan.  24,  1873,  the  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Johannah  John¬ 
son.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  four  fine  children :  Bertha,  Fred,  Ernest 
and  Esther.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  M.  E.  Church  at  Poskin. 

Gottlieb  J.  Spielmann,  a  worthy  early  settler  of  section  36,  Prairie  Farm 
Township,  was  born  in  Germany,  Aug.  29,  1819,  and  there  attended  the  gov¬ 
ernment  schools  and  grew  to  manhood.  As  a  young  man  he  married  Caroline 
Betcher,  who  was  born  in  Germany,  July  22,  1824.  They  brought  their  family 
to  America  and  settled  on  section  36,  Prairie  Farm  Township,  this  county. 
This  was  all  wild  land.  He  put  up  a  log  house  and  started  to  develop  a  farm 
in  the  wilderness.  He  was  a  man  of  devout  faith  and  opened  his  little  cabin 
to  meetings  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church.  He  assisted  in  organizing 
the  congregation,  was  one  of  its  early  members  and  contributed  toward  the 
erection  of  the  first  church.  By  working  early  and  late,  and  practicing  habits 
of  self-denial  and  frugality,  he  started  a  good  farm,  in  which  he  took  much 
pride.  He  was  respected  throughout  the  community,  and  his  death  on  April 
1,  1901,  was  sincerely  mourned.  His  good  wife  died  Sept.  19,  1913.  They  were 
the  parents  of  four  children,  named,  respectively,  Charlie,  Hannah,  Mary 
and  Emma. 

Christopher  C.  Meyer,  for  many  years  a  respected  and  esteemed  farmer 
of  section  36,  Prairie  Farm  Township,  was  born  in  Germany,  April  24,  1853, 
and  was  there  reared  and  educated.  He  came  to  America  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
and  located  at  Middleton,  near  Madison,  Dane  County,  this  state,  where  he 
was  employed  as  a  farm  helper.  As  a  young  man  he  came  to  Dunn  County, 
this  state,  and  settled  on  a  tract  of  80  acres  near  Boiseville.  An  old  schoolhouse 
stood  on  the  place  and  this  he  used  for  a  dwelling.  Later  he  sold  this  tract 
and  bought  another  80-acre  tract,  just  a  mile  away.  In  1883  he  brought  his 
wife  and  two  children,  Charles  and  Lena,  to  Prairie  Farm  Township  and 
settled  on  the  240  acres  owned  by  his  father-in-law,  Gottlieb  J.  Spielmann.  He 
was  somewhat  better  off  than  many  of  his  neighbors,  in  that  he  had  a  pair 
of  mules  and  two  cows.  His  wife  had  a  spinning  wheel,  on  which  she  spun 
yarn  to  make  socks,  mittens  and  caps  for  her  family,  thus  doing  much  toward 
keeping  her  loved  ones  warm  through  the  biting  winter  months.  The  family 
worked  together,  to  get  along  as  best  they  could,  and  to  build  up  a  home  and 
a  farm.  They  were  hospitable  people  and  their  home  was  always  open  to  their 
friends.  Mrs.  Meyer  was  widely  known  for  her  gracious  and  neighborly  acts. 
All  the  members  of  the  family  were  interested  in  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  from  its  beginning.  As  time  passed  Mr.  Meyer  built  up  a  good  farm. 
After  a  long  and  useful  life  he  died  March  10,  1913.  She  died  in  1915.  Mr. 
Meyer  was  married  at  Prairie  Farm  to  Mary  Spielmann,  who  was  born  in 
Germany,  Sept.  26,  1860,  the  daughter  of  Gottlieb  J.  and  Caroline  Spielmann. 
She  died  Nov.  7,  1915.  Their  children  were:  Charlie,  Lena,  Willie,  Sina,  Oscar, 
Sarah  and  Edward. 

Charles  Meyer,  an  energetic  farmer  of  section  36,  Prairie  Farm  Township, 
was  born  in  Dunn  County,  this  state,  Dec.  15,  1880,  the  son  of  Christopher  C. 
and  Mary  (Spielmann)  Meyer,  who  brought  him  to  the  present  farm,  as  a 
boy,  this  being  the  old  homestead  of  his  grandparents,  Gottlieb  J.  and  Caroline 
Spielmann.  He  attended  the  district  school  and  has  always  remained  at  home. 
As  a  young  man,  he  took  80  acres  of  the  home  place  and  has  erected  thereon 
a  sightly  set  of  buildings.  He  is  a  mason  by  trade  and  devotes  much  of  his 
time  to  that  work  in  this  neighborhood.  He  is  one  of  the  popular  men  of  the 
community  and  is  well  liked  by  all  who  know  him.  He  stands  high  as  a  citizen 
in  every  respect.  • 
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flans  J.  Soltau  was  born  in  Hamburg,  Germany,  and  as  a  young  man 
learned  the  blacksmith  trade.  He  married  Martha  Rolf,  a  native  of  the  same 
city.  They  came  to  America  in  1888,  and  he  secured  employment  at  his  trade 
at  Moose  Lake,  Minn.  In  1892  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  purchased  eighty 
acres  in  section  10,  Almena  Township.  This  tract  was  wild  cut-over  land.  He 
erected  a  set  of  buildings,  cleared  a  part  of  the  land  and  carried  on  general 
farming  for  many  years.  He  died  Jan.  22,  1914,  and  his  wife  died  Sept.  3,  1908. 
He  was  a  substantial  respected  man,  well  regarded  by  all  who  knew  him. 

Julius  Soltau,  a  well-known  business  man  of  Almena  Village,  was  bom 
in  Hamburg,  Germany,  Oct.  12,  1876,  son  of  Hans  J.  and  Martha  (Rolf)  Soltau, 
who  brought  him  to  America  in  1888  and  located  at  Moose  Lake,  Minn.,  coming 
to  Almena  Township  in  1892.  Julius  received  most  of  his  education  in  Ger¬ 
many.  After  coming  to  Minnesota  he  studied  in  American  schools  for  two 
years.  He  spent  his  youth  and  young  manhood  on  the  farm  and  in  1906 
secured  employment  in  the  Farmers  Store  at  Almena.  In  1909  he  bought  a 
livery  business  in  the  same  village.  At  the  same  time,  he  became  manager  of 
the  Almena  Telephone  Co.  In  1919  he  sold  the  livery,  and  since  has  been 
manager  of  the  telephone  company.  In  1919  he  established  a  refreshment  hall 
in  Almena  Village,  where  pool  is  played,  soft  drinks  dispensed  and  tobacco 
and  smokers'  supplies  handled.  Mr.  Soltau  is  a  man  of  influence  among  his 
fellows.  He  is  now  chairman  of  the  town  board  of  Almena,  and  has  been 
assessor  for  eight  years  and  treasurer  for  two  years.  For  some  time  he  has 
been  clerk  of  his  school  district.  Mr.  Soltau  was  married  Sept.  20,  1901,  at 
Almena,  to  Emma  Bresemeister,  and  to  this  union  have  been  born  nine  chil¬ 
dren:  Frieda,  born  July  3,  1902;  Mamie,  born  Oct.  4,  1903;  Clarence,  born 
Feb.  18,  1906;  Arthur,  born  Nov.  14,  1906;  Edna,  born  Aug.  4,  1908;  Edwin, 
born  Aug.  23,  1910;  Agnes,  born  March  6,  1913;  Myrtle,  born  Oct.  6,  1916; 
Ardine,  born  May  14,  1918. 

John  H.  Bensend,  proprietor  of  Lake  View  Stock  Farm,  a  substantial  and 
respected  citizen  of  section  21,  Almena  Township,  where  he  has  developed  a 
good  farm  from  the  wilderness,  was  bom  in  Sweden  on  Dec.  23,  1864,  the 
son  of  Ben  J.  and  Anna  Bensend.  The  father  brought  the  family  to  America 
in  1868  and  located  in  Chicago,  where  he  unloaded  boats  by  contract.  In  1874 
he  came  to  Trempealeau  County,  in  this  state,  and  located  on  a  farm.  In  1877 
he  returned  to  Chicago  and  was  janitor  in  the  Jack  Haverly  Theater.  In  the 
fall  of  1881  he  took  up  his  home  with  his  son,  John  H.  He  died  in  August, 
1896.  His  good  wife  lived  to  be  93  years  old  and  died  in  1917.  Of  their  family 
of  four  sons  and  three  daughters  there  are  now  living  five:  Andrew,  John  H., 
Christine,  Betty  and  Lillie.  Christine  married  Halvor  Anderson  and  lives  near 
Whitehall,  Wis.  Betty  married  Abe  Cornwall  of  Turtle  Lake,  this  county. 
Lillie  married  John  A.  Cornwall,  also  of  Turtle  Lake.  John  H.  was  reared 
and  educated  in  Sweden.  He  was  fourteen  when  he  came  to  the  United  States 
with  his  parents.  He  attended  night  school  and  remained  with  his  parents, 
working  at  farming,  lathing  and  carpenter  work.  In  1880  he  went  to  Long- 
wood,  Clark  County,  and  farmed  and  logged.  In  the  fall  of  1881  he  came  to 
Barron  County  and  bought  112  acres  in  section  21,  Almena  Township,  which 
was  all  wild  and  covered  with  timber,  mostly  oak.  There  he  began  as  a  real 
pioneer.  There  were  no  public  roads  in  the  vicinity,  neighbors  were  few  and 
far  between,  there  were  no  comforts  and  the  necessities  were  sometimes  lack¬ 
ing.  The  settlers  had  to  bring  in  provisions  on  their  backs  from  Perley  and 
Turtle  Lake.  Lumber  was  hauled  in  from  Perley  with  ox  teams.  There  was 
but  little  market  for  anything  that  was  raised  on  the  farm.  In  order  to  get 
a  little  ready  money  the  first  few  years,  Mr.  Bensend  worked  about  as  a  car¬ 
penter,  leaving  his  parents  in  charge  of  the  farm.  In  1879  and  1880  he  worked 
as  stage  carpenter  and  night  watchman  in  the  Jack  Haverly  Theater  in 
Chicago.  Since  then  he  has  devoted  his  time  to  the  operation  and  development 
of  his  farm.  He  has  a  pleasant  home,  a  barn  furnished  with  the  James  equip¬ 
ment  and  suitable  outbuildings  such  as  silo,  granary  and  sheds.  Here  he 
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successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  He  has  a  good  herd  of 
Holsteins  headed  by  a  full  blooded  sire,  his  Duroc-Jersey  swine  are  regis¬ 
tered  and  he  also  has  some  good  horses.  He  is  interested  in  the  development 
of  the  community  and  has  done  excellent  service  on  the  school  board  for 
nearly  twenty  years.  In  1890  he  took  the  U.  S.  census  for  the  towns  of  Almena 
and  Turtle  Lake.  The  Almena  unit  of  the  Barron  County  Farm  Bureau  has 
found  in  him  a  useful  member.  Mr.  Bensend  was  married  at  Cumberland,  this 
county,  on  Sept.  17,  1888,  to  Anna  Schroeder,  who  was  born  in  Minnesota  in 
September,  1870,  the  daughter  of  Fred  and  Mary  Schroeder,  who  settled  in 
Turtle  Lake  Township,  Barron  County,  in  1876.  The  father,  a  veteran  of  the 
Civil  War,  is  dead,  and  the  mother  is  still  living  in  Turtle  Lake.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bensend  have  seven  children:  Albert,  Mabel,  Lulu,  John,  Lillian,  Nellie  and 
Dwight.  Albert  is  a  dentist  in  Carthage,  S.  D.  Mabel  married  Clarence  West 
of  Almena  Township.  Lulu  married  Gordon  Findley  of  Duluth.  Nellie  is  in 
the  Midway  Bank,  Minneapolis.  John,  Lillian  and  Dwight  are  at  home.  John 
took  a  six  months’  course  in  the  Agricultural  College  of  the  State  University 
of  Minnesota.  He  married  Lucile  Sanford.  The  two  deceased  brothers  of  Mr. 
Bensend  are  Gust  and  Nels.  Nels  was  killed  in  a  “Soo”  railroad  wreck,  while 
working  as  a  baggageman.  Gust  bought  and  sold  several  farms  in  Almena 
Township.  His  widow,  Nellis  Stowe,  a  school  teacher,  now  lives  in  Little 
Cedar,  Iowa. 

Edward  Johnson,  a  highly  esteemed  and  substantial  farmer  of  section 
17,  Almena  Township,  where  he  has  developed  a  fine  farm,  was  born  in  Swe¬ 
den,  March  7,  1866,  the  son  of  John  and  Anna  Erickson,  farming  people  of 
that  country.  Of  the  twelve  children  in  the  family  there  are  now  living  five: 
Minnie,  Hilma,  Edward,  Tilda  and  Martin.  Minnie  is  the  wife  of  Albert  Holter, 
of  Tower,  Minn.  Hilda  is  the  wife  of  Herman  Holst,  of  Minneapolis.  Hilda 
and  Martin  live  in  Sweden.  Edward  was  reared  in  Sweden,  attended  school 
there,  and  as  a  youth  worked  in  a  brick  yard.  He  came  to  the  United  States 
in  1882  and  settled  at  Iron  Mountain,  Mich.,  where  he  worked  in  the  mines 
two  years.  From  there  he  moved  to  Tower,  Minn.,  where  he  worked  in  the 
mines  for  eight  years.  In  1892  he  came  to  Barron  and  bought  46  acres  in 
section  17,  Almena  Township.  To  this  he  has  since  added  until  he  has  160 
acres,  of  which  60  acres  are  under  the  plow  and  the  remainder  in  pasturage. 
When  he  first  came  here  the  land  was  all  wild.  He  cleared  the  land  himself, 
and  at  first  endured  many  hardships.  But  he  persevered,  and  in  time  built 
up  a  good  farm,  with  a  good  set  of  buildings,  including  a  frame  house,  a  barn 
38  by  86  feet  with  a  70-foot  basement,  tool  sheds,  and  other  buildings.  Here 
he  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  He  has  a  good  herd  and  sells  the 
cream  at  Comstock.  Mr.  Johnson  is  in  every  way  a  good  citizen,  who  does  his 
duty  in  life  as  he  sees  it,  and  holds  the  respect  of  his  fellow  men.  He  was 
married  July  26,  1891,  to  Matilda  Gravning,  daughter  <Jf  Andrew  and  Martha 
Gravning,  of  Almena  Township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  have  a  fine  family  of 
eleven  children,  two  more  having  died.  They  are:  Carl,  Andrew,  Edwin,  Otto, 
Lottie,  Hilma,  Irvin,  Theodore,  Alpha,  Stanley  and  Walter.  Andrew,  Otto, 
Hilma  and  Edwin  are  out  in  the  world  for  themselves,  fhe  others  at  home. 
Carl  and  Edwin  were  in  the  service  during  the  World  War.  Carl  saw  active 
service  in  France  with  the  138th  Field  Artillery.  Edwin  trained  in  the  infan¬ 
try  service.  Carl  served  with  the  138th  Field  Artillery,  38th  Division.  He 
was  inducted  into  the  service  Aug.  6,  1920,  and  sent  to  Camp  Shelby,  Hatties¬ 
burg,  Miss.;  he  then  went  to  Camp  Upton;  he  went  overseas  Oct.  6,  arrived 
in  Liverpool,  Eng.,  Oct.  12,  then  crossed  the  English  Channel  to  France,  and 
was  held  in  reserve  at  Le  Mans,  where  he  was  stationed  when  the  armistice 
was  signed.  He  sailed  for  the  United  States  Dec.  8,  and  arrived  Dec.  19;  was 
discharged  Jan.  11,  1920,  at  Camp  Taylor,  Ky.  Edwin  left  Barron  for  Camp 
Grant  Sept.  7,  1918,  and  was  in  training  there  when  the  armistice  was  signed; 
he  was  discharged  Jan.  20,  1920.  Both  sons  received  honorable  discharges. 
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Johanes  Anderson,  an  early  settler  of  section  17,  Prairie  Farm  Township, 
was  born  in  Norway  and  was  there  reared  to  manhood.  As  a  young  man  he 
married  Martha  Torgerson,  who  was  born  May  15,  1824,  and  they  had  four 
children,  Andrew,  Anna,  Torger  and  Christine,  all  of  whom  are  now  dead.  In 
the  sixties,  Johanes  Anderson  determined  to  seek  for  himself  and  his  family 
the  broader  opportunities  of  America.  Accordingly  they  embarked  at  Bergen, 
in  their  native  land,  and  after  a  four  weeks’  voyage  aboard  a  sailing  vessel, 
reached  Quebec,  Canada.  From  there  they  found  their  way  to  Dane  County, 
this  state,  where  they  lived  for  a  while.  In  1872  they  came  to  Barron  County 
and  settled  on  the  banks  of  Turtle  Creek,  three  miles  northwest  of  Prairie 
Farm  Village.  The  first  summer  they  lived  in  a  small  board  shack,  and  in  the 
fall  moved  into  a  log  cabin.  They  started  their  farming  operations  with  a 
yoke  of  oxen  and  several  cows.  The  market  place  was  at  Menomonie.  Trips 
were  made  there  twice  a  year  with  the  ox  team,  the  journey  taking  about 
three  days.  The  family  continued  to  live  on  the  place  and  gradually  built  it 
up,  adding  to  the  area  until  the  farm  embraced  240  acres.  After  a  useful  and 
well  spent  life,  Johanes  Anderson  died  in  April,  1900,  at  the  age  of  75  years. 
His  wife,  who  was  the  faithful  companion  of  all  his  labors,  died  in  December, 
1906,  at  the  age  of  82  years.  The  family  faith  was  that  of  the  Norwegian 
Lutheran  Church. 

Andrew  Johnson,  for  many  years  an  estimable  citizen  of  Prairie  Farm 
Township,  was  born  in  Norway,  Sept.  22,  1853,  the  son  of  Johanes  and  Martha 
Anderson,  with  whom  he  came  first  to  Dane  County  and  in  1872  to  Prairie 
Farm  Township,  this  county.  He  helped  his  parents  develop  the  farm.  For 
seven  winters  he  worked  in  the  lumber  woods,  and  for  four  springs  he  was 
on  the  river  drives.  In  1883  he  took  over  the  home  place  of  240  acres  in  sec¬ 
tion  17.  He  continued  the  improvements,  repaired  the  house,  erected  a  good 
barn,  34  by  70  feet,  and  put  up  other  buildings.  There  for  many  years  he 
successfully  carried  on  general  farming  and  became  one  of  the  influential  and 
substantial  men  of  the  community.  He  took  stock  in  the  Prairie  Farm  Coopera¬ 
tive  Association  and  also  had  other  interests.  As  the  father  of  children  he 
naturally  took  an  interest  in  education  and  for  some  time  he  served  on  the 
school  board.  For  the  past  twenty  years  he  has  done  most  efficient  work  as 
secretary  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church.  In  1920  he  gave  up  farming, 
sold  the  place  and  moved  to  the  village.  He  met  his  death  Nov.  11,  1921,  as  the 
result  of  being  struck  by  a  car  while  walking  home  from  a  visit  to  the  home 
of  his  son,  Anders.  Mr.  Johnson  was  a  most  estimable  man,  hard  working, 
industrious  and  upright,  and  was  held  in  the  highest  esteem  by  all  who  knew 
him.  He  was  faithful  in  every  walk  in  life,  he  made  his  home  a  place  of  good 
cheer,  and  he  was  a  good  husband,  father,  neighbor  and  friend.  His  loss  will 
long  be  sincerely  mourned.  His  good  wife  was  a  faithful  helpmeet  in  all  his 
endeavors.  Mr.  Johnson  was  married  at  Prairie  Farm,  on  July  29,  1882,  to 
Mary  Arntson,  who  was  born  in  Norway  on  April  18,  1865,  and  their  five  chil¬ 
dren  are:  Anna,  Anders,  Carl,  Jennie  and  Matilda.  Anna  is  the  wife  of  David 
Stang  of  Prairie  Farm  Township.  Anders  and  Carl  are  farmers  of  Prairie 
Farm.  Jennie  married  Alf.  Gilsvik  of  Milwaukee.  Matilda  is  at  home.  All  are 
well  regarded  in  the  communities  in  which  they  live. 

Martin  J.  Rude,  respected  resident  of  Rice  Lake,  who  has  been  identified 
with  the  lumbering  activities  of  this  region  for  many  years,  was  born  in 
Christiania,  Norway,  March  27,  1850,  son  of  John  and  Carrie  (Christianson) 
Rude,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Norway  and  died  there,  the  father  at  the 
age  of  63  and  the  mother  at  the  age  of  85.  In  the  family  there  were  nine 
children.  Martin  G.,  Mam,  Thorwald,  Carina  and  Christ  are  living,  and  four 
died  in  infancy.  Martin  J.  received  a  good  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Norway,  and  as  a  young  man  was  employed  as  a  farmer,  as  a  helper  in  saw¬ 
mills  and  as  a  painter.  He  came  to  America  in  1880  and  located  in  Rice  Lake, 
where  he  worked  at  the  lumber  trade,  toiling  in  the  woods  in  the  winter  and 
finding  employment  as  a  carpenter  in  the  summer.  For  nearly  twenty  years 
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he  was  millwright  for  the  Rice  Lake  Lumber  Co.  He  is  now  practically  retired. 
He  and  his  family  reside  in  a  pleasant  home  at  35  West  Newton  street,  which 
he  built  in  1904.  Mr.  Rude  was  married  July  5,  1890,  to  Anne  Alton,  was  who 
born  in  Norway  Sept.  3,  1865,  daughter  of  Peter  and  Ingeborg  (Olson)  Alton, 
natives  of  Norway  who  came  to  America  in  May,  1869,  lived  in  Portage  County, 
this  state,  for  a  while  and  in  1874  came  to  Barron  County  and  located  on  a 
farm  in  Sumner  Township,  where  the  father  died  in  1911,  and  where  the 
mother  is  still  living  at  the  age  of  81  years.  In  the  family  there  are  six 
children,  Anne,  Nettie,  Ludwig,  Olene,  Christian  and  Paul,  all  living.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Rude  have  one  daughter,  Ida  Kathrine,  born  April  28,  1895.  She 
graduated  from  the  Barron  County  Training  School  at  Rice  Lake,  and  has 
been  a  teacher  in  this  county  for  four  years.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the 
Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Edward  Rubesch,  proprietor  of  a  tin  shop  at  Rice  Lake,  was  born  in 
Chippewa  Falls,  this  state,  Jan.  20,  1890,  son  of  Mathew  and  Mary  (Ullman) 
Rubesch,  natives  of  Germany  who  came  to  America  in  1880,  and  settled  on  a 
farm  in  Chippewa  County,  this  state,  moving  in  1888  to  Chippewa  Falls,  in 
the  same  county,  where  he  took  up  his  tr&de  as  a  brick  layer,  and  where  he 
still  lives.  In  the  family  there  were  seven  children:  Joseph,  John,  Edward, 
Anna,  Theresa,  Christina  and  Frank.  Edward  received  his  early  education 
in  his  native  city,  and  learned  the  tinner’s  trade.  For  a  while  he  was  partner 
in  the  tin  shop  of  McGilvery  &  Kurth  there.  In  1915  he  came  to  Rice  Lake 
and  opened  his  present  establishment  at  206  Wilson  avenue,  where  he  does 
general  tinning  business  and  installs  furnaces  of  all  descriptions.  Frater¬ 
nally,  he  associates  with  the  Catholic  Foresters  and  the  Knights  of  Columbus. 
He  attends  the  Catholic  Church.  Mr.  Rubesch  was  married  Nov.  19,  1911, 
to  Louisa  Schindler,  who  was  born  in  Chippewa  County,  Wis.,  Dec.  6,  1892, 
daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Youngwirth)  Schindler,  natives  of  Germany, 
who  came  to  this  country  in  the  eighties  and  still  live  in  Chippewa  County. 
In  the  Schindler  family  there  are  eleven  children:  Fred,  Joseph,  William, 
Frank,  Louis,  Louisa,  Sebastian,  Theresa,  Lena,  Helen  and  Anna.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Rubesch  have  six  children:  Marie,  born  May  7,  1913;  Margaret,  born 
Nov.  11,  1914;  Leonard,  born  March  20,  1916;  Florine  and  Helen  (twins),  born 
Feb.  10,  1918,  and  Leona,  born  Oct.  20,  1919. 

Charles  Saile,  Sr.,  for  many  years  a  respected  and  substantial  citizen  of 
Rice  Lake,  was  born  in  Wettenger,  Germany,  Aug.  12,  1832,  and  came  to  Amer¬ 
ica  in  1849  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years.  In  1858  he  married  Elizabeth  Giem, 
a  native  of  Ohio.  The  next  year  they  came  west  and  located  at  Reeds’  Land¬ 
ing,  in  Wabasha  County,  Minn.,  where  they  remained  ten  years.  Then,  in 
1869,  they  went  to  Hastings,  Dakota  County,  Minn.,  where  they  stayed  three 
years.  In  1872  they  came  to  Wisconsin  and  located  at  Downsville,  Dunn 
County,  where  they  remained  until  the  fall  of  1874,  when  they  came  to  Rice 
Lake.  Mr.  Saile  was  a  skilled  brewmeister.  The  year  he  came  to  Rice  Lake 
he  established  and  built  the  South  Side  Brewery,  which  he  operated  for  many 
years.  He  was  liked  by  all  his  associates,  and  was  a  genial,  straightforward 
citizen  in  every  respect.  He  died  Dec.  31,  1886.  His  wife  died  in  September, 
1889.  In  the  family  there  are  nine  children:  Amelia,  Sophia,  Elizabeth, 
William,  Frank,  Charles,  Clara  and  Edward,  living;  and  George,  Edward, 
Elizabeth  and  Frank,  deceased. 

Charles  Saile,  veteran  of  the  Porto  Rican  campaign  of  the  Spanish- 
American  War,  and  now  a  well  known  resident  of  Rice  Lake,  where  he  has 
lived  since  early  boyhood,  was  born  in  Lake  City,  Minn.,  July  15,  1870.  As  a 
baby  he  was  taken  in  1872  to  Downsville,  Dunn  County,  this  state,  and  in 
1874  was  brought  to  Rice  Lake  where  he  was  educated  in  the  public  schools. 
He  left  school  and  started  out  for  himself  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  his  first 
employment  being  in  sawmills.  In  1898  he  enlisted  in  Company  H,  Third  Regi¬ 
ment,  Wisconsin  National  Guards,  which  was  mustered  into  federal  service 
as  Company  H,  Third  Wisconsin  Infantry.  After  due  training  he  left  Charles- 
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ton,  S.  C.,  July  28  and  landed  at  Ponce,  Porto  Rico  Aug.  8.  He  came  back  the 
latter  part  of  October.  Upon  his  return  he  engaged  in  the  ice  business  in  Rice 
Lake.  This  he  successfully  conducted  until  1919,  when  he  sold  out,  giving 
him  a  record  of  twenty  years  continuous  public  service  in  this  city.  In  1900 
he  purchased  a  well  located  site  in  the  city  and  in  1911  moved  off  the  building 
which  was  standing  thereon  and  erected  his  present  modern  home.  In  city 
life  he  did  good  work  for  eight  years  as  alderman.  Fraternally,  he  is  a 
Mason,  he  being  a  member  of  the  Blue  Lodge  and  both  he  and  his  wife  of  the 
Eastern  Star.  Mr.  Saile  was  married  Nov.  15,  1899,  at  Rice  Lake,  to  Bertha 
Haese,  daughter  of  John  and  Caroline  (Militz)  Haese,  the  former  of  whom- 
died  Jan.  29,  1908,  and  the  latter  Jan.  25,  1891.  Mr.  Saile’s  father  died  Dec. 
31,  1886,  and  his  mother  Sept.  17,  1889.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Saile  have  one  son, 
Charles  Orton,  who  was  born  July  22,  1901,  and  was  graduated  from  the  Rice 
Lake  High  School  in  1921. 

Gustavos  Jensen,  M.  D.,  practicing  physician  and  practical  pharmacist 
of  Cameron,  was  born  in  Norway,  son  of  Gustav  and  Elizabeth  (Lindrup) 
Jensen,  natives  of  Norway,  both  of  whom  died  in  that  country.  The  father 
was  a  sea  captain  of  considerable  note  in  his  own  land.  Of  their  seven  chil¬ 
dren,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  only  one  who  came  to  this  country. 
Three  are  dead  and  Louise,  Emelie  and  Clementine  are  still  living  in  Norway. 
Gustavus  attended  the  graded  schools  and  the  high  school  in  his  native  parish, 
and  then  studied  in  a  pharmacy  for  two  years.  He  matriculated  in  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Norway,  at  Christiania,  and  studied  medicine  there  until  1878. 
During  the  next  two  years  he  studied  pharmacy  at  Tvesdestrand.  On  May 
15,  1880,  he  landed  in  New  York  and  came  west  to  Chicago  where  he  operated 
a  chemical  laboratory  for  three  years.  He  came  to  Stoughton,  Wis.,  in  1883 
and  for  two  years  studied  medicine  with  Dr.  Christian  Sether.  For  a  time  he 
also  studied  with  Dr.  Geo.  Keenan,  who  later  represented  the  United  States 
government  in  Austria  for  a  while.  After  this  he  traveled  in  the  interests  of 
the  prohibition  movement.  In  1890  he  located  in  Scandinavia,  this  state,  where 
for  five  years  he  managed  a  drug  store  for  Dr.  H.  B.  Poppe,  and  practiced 
medicine,  while  still  further  pursuing  his  studies.  In  1895  he  entered  the 
Independent  Medical  College  at  Chicago,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with 
the  degree  of  M.  D.  in  1897.  He  then  returned  to  Scandinavia,  bought  the 
drug  store  and  continued  his  practice  of  medicine  and  was  one  of  the  incor¬ 
porators  of  that  village.  In  1900  he  started  practice  in  Cameron.  At  that 
time  he  purchased  a  half  interest  in  the  drug  store  of  O.  S.  Hurlbert.  Later  he 
purchased  the  other  half  interest.  As  a  physician  he  has  a  satisfactory  prac¬ 
tice  in  village  and  country.  As  a  druggist  he  has  built  up  a  large  trade.  As 
a  thorough  chemist  and  pharmacist,  it  is  natural  that  his  compQunding  should 
be  of  superlative  merit.  In  addition  to  this  he  has  a  good  business  in  general 
drugs  and  toilet  preparations,  paints  and  oils,  brushes,  jewelry,  cut  glass, 
fancy  china  ware  and  novelties.  He  makes  a  hobby  of  his  nine  acres  of  land 
in  the  village  where  he  raises  ginseng,  potatoes  and  beans  as  well  as  other 
garden  vegetables.  In  public  affairs  he  takes  a  good  citizens'  interest  and  is 
now  serving  as  mayor  of  Cameron.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the  I.  S. 
W.  A.  Dr.  Jensen  was  married  in  May,  1896,  in  Chicago,  to  Elizabeth  Lilly, 
of  Des  Moines,  Iowa.  It  is  said  that  the  reception  accorded  them  upon  their 
return  to  Scandinavia  was  the  largest  that  that  village  has  known. 

Nels  Shervey,  who,  with  E.  O.  Fossum,  built  the  Central  Hotel  at  Rice 
Lake  and  operated  it  for  a  number  of  years,  was  for  many  years  a  prominent 
figure  here  and  served  for  a  time  on  the  city  council.  He  was  born  in  Norway, 
and  as  a  young  man  came  to  Rice  Lake  where  he  met  and  married  Mattie 
Bratley.  After  owning  the  hotel  jointly  with  Mr.  Fossum  for  a  while,  he 
bought  out  his  partner  and  continued  alone  for  several  years.  Then  he  sold 
out  and  for  some  time  was  occupied  as  a  farmer  in  Rice  Lake  Township.  He 
died  April  20,  1918.  His  wife,  a  most  highly  respected  woman,  now  makes 
her  home  in  Rice  Lake,  where  her  daughter,  Clara,  keeps  house  for  her. 
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Edolph  G.  Shervey,  cashier  of  the  Barron  County  Bank,  was  born  in  the 
city  of  Rice  Lake,  where  he  still  resides,  Oct.  17,  1884,  son  of  Nels  and  Mattie 
(Bratley)  Shervey.  He  attended  the  graded  and  high  schools  of  Rice  Lake, 
and  started  his  banking  career  March  30,  1903,  being  now,  with  one  exception, 
the  oldest  banker  in  point  of  service  in  Rice  Lake.  He  has  been  with  the  same 
institution  during  his  whole  business  career.  At  first  he  was  bookkeeper  and 
clerk.  July  15,  1909,  he  became  assistant  cashier  and  on  Aug.  7,  1916,  was 
promoted  to  the  duties  of  his  present  position,  being  now  one  of  the  principal 
owners  of  the  institution.  He  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  State  Bank  of  Lady- 
■  smith,  Wis.  In  public  life  he  was  two  years  city  treasurer,  and  he  is  now  city 
commissioner  of  water  and  lights.  In  this  and  in  other  ways  he  has  shown 
his  deep  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  community  which  gave  him  birth.  He  is 
treasurer  of  the  Lakeside  Methodist  Episcopal  Hospital,  at  Rice  Lake,  and  is 
one  of  the  twelve  owners  of  the  Lakeside  Dancing  Pavilion,  erected  at  Rice 
Lake  in  1919  at  a  cost  of  $11,000.  Fraternally,  he  is  a -member  of  Rice  Lake 
Lodge,  No.  60,  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  of  Osmund  Temple,  No.  196,  Knights 
of  Khorasson,  at  Eau  Claire,  as  well  as  of  Rice  Lake  Lodge,  No.  234,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Commercial  Club.  In  his  long  years  of  con¬ 
nection  with  the  institution,  of  which  he  is  now  cashier,  Mr.  Shervey’s  per¬ 
sonality  has  been  woven  into  the  warp  and  woof  of  its  success.  He  is  of 
genial  temperament  and  polished  courtesy,  and  the  people  of  the  community 
find  the  bank  a  pleasant  place  to  transact  business.  He  is  greatly  interested 
in  the  business  progress  of  the  city  and  the  agricultural  development  of  the 
rural  districts,  and  has  taken  delight  in  conducting  corn  clubs  and  the  like 
for  the  encouragement  of  the  younger  generation.  As  a  financier  he  is  sound 
and  conservative,  and  both  as  a  man  and  as  a  banker  he  has  the  confidence 
and  esteem  of  his  fellow  men.  He  fully  lives  up  to  the  dignity  of  his  position 
as  the  acting  head  of  the  oldest  financial  institution  in  the  county,  and  its 
growth  year  by  year  shows  the  wisdom  of  his  methods  and  the  soundness  of 
his  judgment.  Mr.  Shervey  was  married  April  26,  1913,  to  Effie  Julia  Overby, 
born  at  Rice  Lake  Dec.  26,  1886,  daughter  of  Christian  G.  and  Julia  Olson 
(Finstad)  Overby,  and  they  have  three  children:  Edward  O.,  born  Dec.  26, 
1915;  William  Dean,  born  Oct.  1,  1917,  and  Lucille  I.,  born  Jan.  5,  1920.  The 
pleasant  family  residence  is  at  38  Wilson  avenue. 

John  Smitke,  ice  dealer  of  Rice  Lake,  was  born  in  Germany,  the  son  of 
Matt  and  Mary  (Kaderabect)  Smitke,  the  latter  of  whom  died  in  Germany  in 
1877,  after  which  the  father  brought  the  family  to  America  in  1880  and 
secured  employment  with  the  Wisconsin  Railway,  first  at  Abbottsford,  Wis., 
and  then  at  Thorp,  Wis.,  after  which,  in  1885,  he  purchased  a  farm  at  Thorp 
where  he  carried  on  farming  until  his  death  Feb.  13,  1893.  John  received  a 
part  of  his  education  in  Germany  and  completed  it  in  this  country.  As  a  young 
man  he  worked  in  stave  mills.  In  1883  he  came  to  Rice  Lake  and  was  similarly 
employed.  He  worked  at  the  municipal  power  plant  in  Rice  Lake  in  1897,  and 
then  became  deliveryman  in  the  general  store  of  P.  N.  Parks  here.  In  1900 
he  took  over  the  local  agency  of  the  Standard  Oil  Co.  and  also  opened  a  dray 
line.  He  successfully  continued  as  oil  man  and  drayman  until  1916  when  he 
established  his  present  business.  He  owns  his  ice  houses,  wagons  and  horses, 
as  well  as  a  pleasant  modern  home,  and  is  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  the 
community.  He  has  been  a  Mason  since  he  attained  his  majority,  and  is  one 
of  the  stockholders  in  the  group  which  erected  the  Masonic  Temple  at  Rice 
Lake.  He  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Consumers’  Store.  Mr.  Smitke  was 
married  March  1,  1894,  to  Lena  Maack,  daughter  of  Carl  and  Caroline  (Rubow) 
Maack,  farmers  of  this  county.  To  this  union  have  been  born  three  children: 
Margaret  L.  was  born  Sept.  12,  1899,  and  is  employed  in  a  clerical  capacity  by 
the  Clarkson  Coal  &  Dock  Co.  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.  Eva  E.  was  born  June  2,  1903, 
and  Alfred  A.  was  born  Dec.  20,  1905. 

John  Samdahl,  formerly  a  blacksmith,  now  a  successful  farmer,  who 
operates  his  place  in  the  rural  outskirts,  while  living  in  Rice  Lake,  is  a  sturdy 
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example  of  those  men  from  the  north  countries  who  have  come  to  this  land, 
and  by  hard  work  and  application  have  taken  advantage  of  the  wonderful 
opportunities  offered  here  and  have  won  an  honored  place  among  their  fellow 
men.  He  was  born  in  Norway,  Oct.  21,  1869,  son  of  Andrew  and  Bertha  (Lund) 
Samdahl,  natives  of  that  country,  the  former  of  whom  died  there  in  1886  and 
the  latter  in  1896.  In  the  family  there  were  ten  children:  Carrie  (deceased), 
Halver  (deceased),  Joseph  (deceased),  Ole,  Edward,  Andrew  (deceased),  Ber¬ 
tha,  Ole  (second),  John  and  Peter  (deceased).  John  Samdahl  received  his 
education  in  his  native  land  and  learned  the  blacksmith  trade  there.  In  1881 
he  came  to  America  and  located  at  Menomonie,  Wis.,  where  he  followed  his 
trade  ten  years.  Next  he  worked  at  his  trade  in  Duluth  four  years.  In  1896 
he  came  to  Rice  Lake,  opened  a  blacksmith  shop  and  continued  in  business 
for  himself  until  1914.  In  that  year  he  sold  out.  Since  then  he  has  operated 
his  farm  of  40  acres  in  the  city  limits  and  lives  at  27  East  Newton  Street.  His 
farm  was  wild  when  he  purchased  it,  and  the  many  improvements  on  it  were 
all  made  by  himself.  He  successfully  carries  on  general  farming,  together 
with  gardening  and  dairying.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Modern 
Woodmen  and  of  the  Scandinavian  Society.  Mr.  Samdahl  was  married  Nov. 
20,  1886,  to  Lena  Sockness,  who  was  bom  in  Norway,  May  18,  1862.  They 
have  three  children:  Alma,  bom  Jan.  19,  1888,  is  the  wife  of  Edward  Bender 
of  Nebraska.  Jennie,  born  Sept.  11,  1892,  is  a  teacher,  residing  at  home.  Cleo 
is  studying  medicine  at  La  Crosse,  Wis.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the 
Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

John  Beran,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  section  9,  Almena  Township,  and  for 
some  years  engaged  in  missionary  field  work  for  the  Congregational  denomi¬ 
nation,  was  bom  in  Bohemia,  June  3,  1867,  the  son  of  Vaclav  and  Mary  Beran, 
both  natives  of  that  country.  Vaclav  Beran  was  both  a  farmer  and  a  tailor  in 
the  old  country.  He  brought  the  family  to  America  in  1869  and  settled  on  a 
farm  in  Grant  County,  where  he  and  his  good  wife  spent  the  remainder  of 
their  lives.  Their  four  children  are  Vaclav,  John,  Mary  and  Anna.  Mary 
married  John  Corbaly.  After  his  death  she  married  David  Zemery  of  Seattle, 
Wash.  Anna  married  Edward  Rowley  of  Hudson,  Wis.  John  was  reared  in 
Bohemia,  and  attended  school  there.  He  was  eleven  years  of  age  when  he 
was  brought  to  this  country  by  his  parents.  He  attended  school  in  Grant 
County,  this  state,  and  helped  on  the  home  farm.  He  early  felt  the  call  to 
religious  duty,  and  by  saving  his  earnings  he  was  enabled  in  1884  to  enter 
the  Slavic  department  of  the  Oberlin  Seminary  at  Oberlin,  Ohio.  He  gradu¬ 
ated  in  1887,  and  was  assigned  to  field  missionary  work  for  the  Congregational 
Church  among  the  Bohemians  of  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  for  eight  years.  Then  he 
did  similar  work  at  La  Crosse,  Wis.,  for  two  years.  His  work  was  greatly 
blessed,  and  much  to  his  liking.  But  his  untiring  devotion  impaired  his  health, 
and  he  had  to  abandon  his  ministry.  In  1900  he  came  to  St.  Croix  County,  and 
for  eight  years  rented  his  brother-in-law’s  farm  at  Hudson.  In  1908  he  came 
to  Barron  County  and  purchased  203  acres  in  section  9,  Almena  Township. 
This  land  was  partly  improved,  and  about  twenty  acres  had  been  cleared. 
With  this  beginning  he  has  built  up  an  excellent  place.  He  has  about  100 
acres  under  the  plow,  and  much  of  it  fenced.  He  has  remodeled  the  house, 
put  up  a  barn,  30  by  74  feet,  with  full  basement  and  equipped  with  the  Sears- 
Roebuck  appliances  and  built  a  granary  18  by  28  feet,  a  swine  house  18  by 
40  feet,  a  machine  shed  18  by  100  feet,  a  silo  and  other  buildings.  He  also  has 
a  good  well,  windmill  and  gas  engine.  The  equipment  in  the  way  of  tools, 
implements  and  machinery  is  excellent.  Here  he  successfully  carries  on  gen¬ 
eral  farming  and  dairying  and  makes  a  specialty  of  a  good  herd  of  Holstein 
cattle  and  a  drove  of  Duroc- Jersey  swine.  As  a  public  spirited  citizen  he  has 
served  his  district  on  the  school  board.  He  is  active  in  the  affairs  of  the 
Perley  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Independent  Order  of  Foresters.  Mr.  Beran  was  married  at  Muscada,  Grant 
County,  Wis.,  on  Nov.  28,  1883,  to  Mary  Drensa,  daughter  of  John  and  Marga- 


igitized  by 


Google 


638 


HISTORY  OF  BARRON  COUNTY 


ret  Drensa,  natives  of  Bohemia,  who  settled  in  Grant  County,  this  state,  and 
then  moved  to  Crawford  County,  where  they  now  live  retired.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Beran  have  nine  children:  John,  Joseph,  Edward,  Frank,  Charles,  Elmer,  Mary, 
Clara  and  Tillie.  Mary  married  Frank  Huser  of  Almena  Township.  Clara 
married  Harry  Carsley  of  New  Richmond,  Wis.  Joseph  married  Addie  Leeper 
of  Prairie  du  Chien  and  lives  at  Hibbing,  Minn.  John,  Edward,  Frank,  Charles 
and  Elmer  are  helping  on  the  home  farm.  Tillie  was  married  in  August,  1921, 
to  Abe  Peters  and  is  now  residing  in  Waukesha,  Wis. 

Louis  Stzesniak,  a  prudent  and  careful  farmer  of  section  10,  Vance  Creek 
Township,  was  born  in  Posen,  Poland,  Aug.  26,  1850,  and  was  there  reared 
and  grew  to  manhood.  As  a  young  man  he  married  Margaret  Bartack,  who 
bore  him  one  child,  Pauline,  and  died.  In  1890  he  married  Mary  Bastillik,  who 
was  born  in  the  same  neighborhood,  Aug.  18,  1870.  To  this  union  there  were 
born  in  Posen,  three  children,  Joseph,  Frank  and  Hattie.  In  1890,  determined 
to  seek  for  his  wife  and  children  the  wider  opportunities  of  a  newer  country 
and  the  blessings  of  a  better  form  of  government,  he  came  to  America,  and 
for  several  years  worked  in  the  mines  in  Michigan.  He  saved  every  cent,  he 
lived  with  frugality,  and  in  1894  he  sent  for  his  wife  and  four  children.  They 
joined  him  in  St.  Paul,  Minn.  In  1896  they  came  to  Vance  Creek  Township 
and  located  on  40  acres  of  wild  land  in  section  10,  Vance  Creek  Township.  At 
that  time  a  jobber  was  living  in  a  shack  on  the  place  and  cutting  timber. 
After  the  jobber  left  the  Stzesniak  family  moved  in  and  lived  there  until  Mr. 
Stzesniak  had  put  up  a  good  log  cabin.  This  cabin,  boarded  over,  is  a  part  of 
the  present  residence.  The  first  year  the  family  had  a  cow.  It  was  two  years 
before  they  were  able  to  get  a  pair  of  horses.  Provisions  had  to  be  brought  in 
on  the  back  from  far  away  stores.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stzesniak  each  made  this  trip 
a  number  of  times.  For  several  winters  he  went  back  to  Michigan  and  worked 
in  the  mines  to  get  a  little  money  to  support  the  family  until  he  could  get  the 
farm  developed.  His  wife,  thus  left  alone,  got  along  as  best  she  could,  looking 
after  the  children,  doing  her  household  work  and  attending  to  the  chores 
about  the  place.  Thus  they  worked  together  for  their  home  and  their  children. 
As  time  progressed  they  built  up  a  good  farm.  They  rebuilt  the  log  cabin  into 
a  substantial  and  comfortable  residence,  they  put  up  a  barn,  100  by  40  feet, 
with  full  basement,  a  silo,  12  by  22  feet,  and  other  buildings.  He  has  just 
completed  a  machine  shed,  30x76.  The  yard  is  well  kept  and  beautified  with 
flowers  and  shrubbery,  giving  the  place  a  picturesque  and  sightly  appearance. 
The  original  tract  of  land  has  been  increased  until  the  family  now  owns  440 
acres.  Mr.  Stzesniak,  assisted  by  his  family,  successfully  carries  on  general 
farming  and  dairying,  and  has  a  good  herd  of  stock.  He  is  respected  by  all 
who  know  him;  he  has  won  a  fair  measure  of  success  in  life,  and  he  is  richly 
deserving  of  the  prosperity  that  is  now  his.  In  addition  to  the  four  children 
brought  here,  six  more,  Charles,  Francis,  Louis,  John,  Inga  and  Isadore,  were 
born  on  this  place.  All  the  children  have  been  a  help  and  comfort  to  their 
parents,  and  all  are  well  thought  of  throughout  the  community.  Charles,  who 
has  furnished  much  of  the  material  for  this  sketch,  is  one  of  the  enterprising 
and  progressive  men  of  the  neighborhood.  He  was  born  on  the  place  where 
the  family  still  lives,  April  29,  1896,  and  was  here  reared  to  farm  pursuits, 
helping  his  parents  as  soon  as  he  was  old  enough.  He  received  a  solid  corn- 
mon  school  education  in  the  district  schools.  His  whole  life  has  been  spent 
here  thus  far.  He  is  the  owner  of  160  acres  of  land,  and  aside  from  being  a 
successful  general  farmer  and  dairyman,  he  is  a  bee  fancier  and  the  owner 
of  a  large  number  of  fine  colonies.  He  is  active  in  everything  that  is  for  the 
good  of  the  community,  and  is  well  thought  of  by  all  who  know  him. 

Charles  G.  Stair,  modern  farmer,  who  is  carrying  on  agricultural  opera¬ 
tions  along  the  latest  approved  lines,  on  160  acres  in  sections  16  and  21,  west, 
Maple  Grove  Township,  was  born  May  12,  1872,  in  Green  County,  Wis.,  son  of 
Hiram  and  Julia  (Bartlett)  Stair,  natives  of  Wisconsin.  Hiram  Stair,  a  sub¬ 
stantial  and  influential  resident  of  his  county,  lived  on  one  farm  for  the  long 
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period  of  half  a  century.  He  sold  out  in  1919  and  took  up  his  home  with  his 
daughter,  Katherine,  now  Mrs.  A.  F.  Abraham  of  Clarno,  Wis.  The  mother 
died  March  4,  1920.  In  the  family  there  were  three  children,  Charles  G.,  Kath¬ 
erine  and  Mary  E.  (deceased).  Charles  G.  received  his  early  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  county,  and  then  entered  Mount  Morris  College,  at 
Mount  Morris,  Ill.,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1893.  He  then  worked 
for  his  father  until  1896,  after  which  he  took  up  farming  on  his  own  account 
as  a  renter.  He  came  to  Barron  County  in  1905  and  bought  60  acres  in  section 
16,  west.  Maple  Grove  Township,  where  he  farmed  for  ten  years.  Then  he 
sold  out  and  purchased  120  acres  in  the  same  section.  In  1920  he  added  40 
acres  in  section  21,  west,  so  that  he  now  has  a  fine  place  of  160  acres.  He  has 
erected  a  fine  modern  home  with  all  the  latest  improvements,  a  barn  32  by 
120  feet,  with  James  equipment,  suitable  outbuildings  and  adequate  fences. 
He  has  a  good  herd  of  Holsteins  with  full  blooded  sires,  is  a  charter  member 
of  the  Barron  County  Holstein  Breeders’  Association,  of  which  he  was  sec¬ 
retary  seven  years.  He  also  has  a  good  drove  of  Chester-White  swine.  All  in 
all,  he  is  a  successful  hard  working  farmer  of  the  best  type,  and  is  taking  his 
share  in  the  general  progress  of  the  county.  Mr.  Stair  was  married  Dec.  24, 
1896,  to  Addie  Roderick,  daughter  of  William  and  Mary  (Mitchell)  Roderick, 
natives,  respectively,  of  Pennsylvania  and  Wisconsin.  The  father  came  to 
Wisconsin  with  his  parents,  a  pioneer  family,  when  he  was  a  youth  of  sixteen, 
and  devoted  the  remainder  of  his  life  to  farming.  He  died  Aug.  1,  1915,  and 
his  wife  Oct.  16,  1916.  In  the  family  there  were  six  children:  Charles  (de¬ 
ceased),  Frank,  Addie,  George,  Harry  and  Henry.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stair  have 
four  children:  Henry  B.,  born  Oct.  17,  1898;  Joe  G.,  born  Jan.  12,  1901;  Mary 
E.,  born  Feb.  23,  1904;  and  Harriet  N.,  born  Dec.  12,  1905.  The  family  are 
members  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Hillsdale.  Mr.  Stair  was  chairman  of 
the  building  committee  when  the  church  was  remodeled,  and  it  was  through 
his  untiring  efforts  that  the  building  was  completed. 

Frederick  William  Scharlau,  clerk  at  the  Weber  Hotel,  Rice  Lake,  was  born 
in  New  York  State,  June  4,  1886,  son  of  Carl  and  Wilhelmina  (Barneau)  Schar¬ 
lau,  natives  of  Germany,  who  settled  in  New  York  State  in  1860  and  in  1863 
came  to  Dunn  County,  this  state,  where  they  devoted  the  remainder  of  their 
lives  to  farming,  the  father  dying  in  1890  and  the  mother  in  1879.  Frederick 
William  attended  district  school  as  a  boy  and  remained  with  hie  parents  until 
after  attaining  his  majority.  From  1877  until  1900  he  was  employed  by  Knapp, 
Stout  &  Co.  Then  for  four  seasons  he  was  employed  by  the  Rice  Lake  Lumber 
Co.,  afterward  working  for  the  Rice  Lake  Mill  and  Elevator  Co.  until  it  burned 
down.  Then  for  a  while  he  worked  for  the  Osceola  Mill  and  Elevator  Co.  at 
Rice  Lake.  After  this  he  returned  to  the  employ  of  the  Rice  Lake  Lumber 
Co.  for  three  years  and  next  worked  for  a  similar  period  in  the  feed  store  of 
Crate  &  Son  at  Rice  Lake.  Then  for  a  while  he  was  on  the  farm  with  his  son, 
near  Couderay,  Wis.  In  October,  1920,  he  assumed  the  duties  of  his  present 
position.  Mr.  Scharlau  is  well  liked  by  the  traveling  public  and  is  well  known 
in  the  Fourth  Ward,  where,  in  1888,  he  was  elected  alderman  by  a  big  majority. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Eagles,  Beavers  and  Yeomen.  His  religious  faith  is  that 
of  the  German  Lutheran  Church.  Mr.  Scharlau  was  married  Nov.  7,  1883,  in 
Stanfold  township,  this  county,  to  Anna  Smith,  and  this  union  resulted  in 
six  children:  William  F.,  Frederick  J.,  Mabel  M.,  Dora  Cecelia,  Minnie  and 
Lora.  William  F.  was  born  Sept.  8,  1884,  and  died  May  14,  1907.  Frederick  J. 
was  born  Sept.  18,  1886,  was  married  to  Cora  Frazier  and  has  four  children: 
Mabel  M.  was  born  July  12,  1888,  married  Adolph  Sealore,  and  has  one  son, 
Donald,  born  April  27,  1910.  Dora  Cecelia  was  born  March  11,  1892,  and  mar¬ 
ried  C.  O.  Stout,  a  Rice  Lake  business  man.  Minnie  M.  was  born  July  19,  1896, 
and  died  Sept.  22,  1915.  Lora  C.  was  born  Feb.  9,  1908,  and  was  drowned 
Aug.  16,  1917. 

Anders  G.  Strand,  one  of  the  representative  men-of-affairs  of  northern 
Wisconsin,  has  been  actively  identified  with  the  history  of  Barron  County  for 
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more  than  thirty-five  years,  and  his  life  and  work  are  inseparably  interwoven 
in  the  warp  and  woof  of  its  fabric.  Coming  to  America  a  poor  boy,  he  labored 
at  such  tasks  as  he  could  find,  ever  doing  his  work  faithfully  and  planning  for 
the  future,  and  year  by  year  he  has  added  to  his  store  of  success  and.  to  the 
garland  of  his  honors.  At  the  start  he  had  no  resources  in  money  or  influence, 
but  he  had  the  advantages  of  having  been  reared  in  a  home  of  sturdy  integrity, 
he  inherited  from  his  Norsk  ancestors  ruggedness  of  health  and  strength  of 
frame,  and  he  had  inherent  within  himself  a  deep  capacity  for  hard  work,  a 
determination  to  succeed,  and  an  unwavering  sense  of  honor.  Coupled  with 
this  he  inherited  a  true  sense  of  his  obligation  to  his  fellow  man,  and  while 
he  has  won  success  for  himself,  some  of  his  most  strenuous  efforts  have  been 
given  to  public  service  which  carried  no  pecuniary  reward,  but  which  was  rich 
in  opportunities  for  the  promotion  of  the  general  welfare  of  the  community. 
All  in  all,  he  is  a  good  citizen,  and  a  simple  record  of  his  achievements  speaks 
more  loudly  in  his  praise  than  the  most  eloquent  encomiums.  As  a  preparation 
for  his  life  work,  he  worked  with  railroad  section  gangs,  he  toiled  in  the  hay 
fields,  he  assisted  in  building  wing  dams  in  northwestern  rivers,  and  he  cooked 
in  lumber  camps.  As  a  pioneer  he  developed  a  farm  from  the  wilderness,  even 
clearing  a  road  in  order  that  he  might  have  communication  with  the  outside 
world.  With  this  foundation  he  became  a  man  of  prosperity,  dealt  in  real 
estate,  held  public  office,  and  was  interested  in  many  manufacturing  and 
commercial  ventures.  His  political  office  holding  began  in  Doyle  Township, 
which  in  the  early  days  included  what  is  now  Cedar  Lake  Township.  In  that 
town  he  was  town  clerk  five  years,  justice  of  the  peace  five  years,  and  secretary 
of  the  board  of  health  for  five  years.  He  also  served  for  two  years  as  chair¬ 
man  of  the  town  board,  and  consequently  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  county 
commissioners  during  that  period.  The  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  is  shown 
by  the  fact  when  he  was  elected  only  one  vote  was  cast  against  him.  From 
1897  to  1899  he  served  efficiently  as  county  register  of  deeds.  For  twenty 
years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  county  Republican  committee,  six  years  of 
which  he  was  chairman,  and  for  some  time  he  has  occupied  his  present  posi¬ 
tion  of  honor  as  one  of  the  two  members  of  the  Republican  State  Central  Com¬ 
mittee  from  the  Tenth  District.  For  six  years  he  was  president  of  the  Barron 
County  Agricultural  Society,  and  in  1918  he  was  honorary  vice-president  of 
the  executive  committee  of  the  North  Wisconsin  State  Fair  held  at  Chippewa 
Falls.  In  a  business  way  he  has  been  president  of  the  Automatic  Trip  Carrier 
Manufacturing  Co.  of  Rice  Lake;  was  secretary  and  director  of  the  Red  Cedar 
Valley  Electric  Co.  that  for  many  years  furnished  light  and  power  for  Rice 
Lake,  Cameron  and  Barron  until  recently  purchased  by  the  city  of  Rice  Lake ; 
is  one  of  the  stockholders  and  directors  of  the  Barron  County  Telephone  Co., 
and  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers’  State  Bank  of  Poskin,  in  this  county.  At 
one  time  he  owned  more  than  1,100  acres  of  land.  In  Rice  Lake  city  he  owns 
besides  his  residence,  an  acre  of  lake  frontage  with  a  residence  thereon.  In 
the  township  he  owns  one  farm  of  80  acres  and  another  of  40.  In  Washburn 
County  he  owns  a  farm  of  80  acres,  and  another  of  120  acres  within  the  city 
limits  of  Spring  Brook.  At  Campia  he  owns  a  farm  of  280  acres  with  two  sets 
of  buildings;  at  Angus  a  farm  of  160  acres,  and  at  Brill  a  farm  of  120  acres. 
He  also  has  260  acres  of  heavy  timber  in  Sawyer  County,  and  another  160  acres 
of  wild  land  in  Long  Lake.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  and  president  of  the 
Sons  of  Norway  and  a  member  of  the  Eagles.  Anders  G.  Strand  was  born  in 
Norway  Jan.  27,  1863,  son  of  Nels  P.  and  Martha  A.  (Anderson)  Strand,  the 
former  a  native  of  Sweden  and  the  mother  of  Norway,  who  were  brought  to 
America  by  their  son,  and  died  here,  the  father  May  2,  1912,  and  the  mother 
in  1914.  In  the  family  there  were  eight  children:  Olena,  Anders  G.,  Peter, 
Paulina,  Ida,  Matilda,  Amelia  and  one  who  died  in  infancy.  Anders  G. 
received  his  education  in  the  schools  of  Norway,  and  for  fifty  days  studied 
English  in  American  schools  after  coming  to  this  country.  After  arriving  in 
America  in  the  spring  of  1881,  he  came  west  to  La  Crosse,  Wis.,  and  thence  to 
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Jefferson  Junction,  Jefferson  County,  where  he  worked  on  the  railroad  for 
a  while.  In  the  fall  of  1881  he  went  to  Hastings,  Minn.,  and  thence  to  St. 
Paul,  from  which  city  he  went  to  Chippewa  Falls  and  found  employment  with 
a  railroad  construction  crew  on  the  Omaha  railroad.  He  first  came  to  Rice 
Lake  in  1882,  and  in  July  of  that  year  secured  employment  with  Knapp, 
Stout  &  Co.  working  in  the  hay  fields,  driving  a  six-yoke  ox  team  in  building 
river  “wing”  dams,  cooking  in  the  lumber  camps,  and  helping  in  log  drives. 
He  continued  cooking  for  various  firms  in  connection  with  his  other  activities 
for  many  years  thereafter.  In  1884  he  purchased  a  tract  of  wild  land  in  Doyle 
Township,  six  miles  from  Rice  Lake,  cut  off  the  timber,  grubbed  the  land,  and 
built  up  a  good  farm,  and  there  the  family  remained  until  1891,  Mr.  Strand 
residing  in  Rice  Lake.  In  that  year  he  entered  into  the  farm  implement  busi¬ 
ness  at  Rice  Lake.  In  1899  he  returned  to  the  farm  and  continued  its  develop¬ 
ment,  until  he  had  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  county.  In  1910  he  rented  the 
farm  to  his  son,  Oscar  M.,  and  moved  to  Rice  Lake  once  more.  He  sold  the 
farm  in  1919.  He  now  devotes  his  time  to  real  estate  deals,  in  which  he  has 
been  more  or  less  interested  since  he  first  came  here.  Mr.  Strand  was  married 
in  1886  to  Belle  J.  Olson,  who  was  born  in  Spring  Prairie,  Wis.,  April  28, 
1866.  To  this  union  there  have  been  born  twelve  children:  Oscar,  Norman, 
Arnold,  Lillian,  Arthur,  Anders,  Jr.,  Myrtle,  Julian,  Mary,  Elmer,  Anders  and 
Belle.  Oscar  was  born  Sept.  12,  1886,  and  is  now  on  one  of  his  father’s 
farms  in  Doyle  Township.  He  married  Gertrude  Venhaug,  and  their  children 
are:  Gerald,  Elmer,  Eleanor,  Ann,  Volborg  and  Robert.  Norman  was  born 
Jan.  27,  1889,  and  lives  on  a  farm  in  Doyle  Township.  He  married  Olga 
Skar,  and  they  have  four  children,  Morris,  Iris,  Edna  and  Lorraine.  Arnold 
was  born  May  10,  1893,  and  farms  in  Doyle.  He  married  Nora  Solum,  and  has 
one  child,  Roger.  Lillian  was  born  May  7,  1895,  and  lives  at  home.  Arthur 
was  born  July  2,  1897,  and  farms  in  Doyle  Township.  He  married  Helen 
Solum,  and  has  two  children,  Orville  and  Marion.  Anders  was  born  Feb.  27, 
1899,  and  married  Selma  Sorenson.  Myrtle  was  born  Jan.  16,  1902,  Julian  was 
born  June  18,  1907.  Mary  and  Elmer,  and  Anders  and  Bell  (twins),  named 
for  their  parents,  are  dead.  The  family  home  is  at  25  West  Evans  street. 

William  Pieper,  retired  farmer  of  Cameron,  was  born  in  Germany  Oct.  27, 
1853,  son  of  John  and  Wilhelmina  (Bornfleth)  Pieper,  who  spent  their  lives 
farming  in  Germany  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  75  and  she  at  the  age  of  42 
years.  Of  their  ten  children  there  are  living  three:  Caroline,  wife  of  Lud¬ 
wig  Tonn,  a  farmer  of  Cameron  village;  Herman,  a  railroad  section  foreman 
with  headquarters  at  Cameron,  and  William,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  John, 
a  farmer  of  Sumner  Township;  Carl,  Albert,  Bertha,  and  two  unnamed  infants 
are  dead.  William  spent  his  boyhood  in  Germany  and  was  there  educated  and 
reared  to  farm  pursuits.  In  1880  he  came  to  this  country,  and  after  stopping 
one  night  at  Chippewa  Falls  found  employment  in  the  lumber  woods  for 
Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  In  that  capacity  he  came  directly  to  Barron  County.  At 
first  he  received  but  $17  a  month  in  addition  to  his  board  and  lodging.  For 
some  years  he  worked  as  railroad  section  foreman.  Then  for  nearly  twenty- 
five  years  he  farmed  on  160  acres  lying  partly  in  the  village  of  Cameron.  He 
was  a  hard  working,  industrious  farmer  and  his  agricultural  efforts  were 
successful.  In  public  affairs  he  has  been  a  member  both  of  the  county  and 
village  boards.  He  and  his  family  attend  the  Lutheran  Church.  He  sold  his 
farm  in  1915  and  retired.  Mr.  Pieper  was  married  in  Germany  June  19,  1876, 
to  Wilhelmina  Hansel,  by  whom  he  had  three  children:  Bertha,  Emil  and 
Emma.  Bertha  is  the  wife  of  Dorr  Connors;  Emil  is  dead;  Emma  is  the  wife 
of  Charles  Lowell  and  lives  in  Birchwood,  Wis.  Mrs.  Wilhelmina  Pieper  died 
in  the  fall  of  1881.  Mr.  Pieper  was  married  Nov.  30,  1884,  to  Ernstina  Schulz, 
a  native,  of  Germany,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Fredericka  Schulz,  who  came 
to  the  United  States  in  1884,  settled  at  Cameron,  and  there  spent  the  remainder 
of  their  lives,  the  father  being  a  farmer.  In  the  Schulz  family  there  were  six 
children:  Carl,  William,  Frederick,  Fredericka,  Ernstina  and  Wilhelmina 
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(deceased).  By  this  marriage  Mr.  Pieper  has  eight  children:  Elsie,  Walter, 
Arthur,  William,  Richard,  Meta,  Bernhard  (deceased)  and  Ida  (deceased). 
Elsie  is  the  wife  of  Clayton  Wallace,  of  Marquette,  Mich.;  Walter  is  assistant 
cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Cameron;  Arthur  is  a  farmer  in  Stanley  Township; 
William  is  a  farmer  near  Chetek;  Richard  lives  in  Cameron;  Meta  lives  at 
home.  Bernard  is  one  of  the  heroes  of  the  World  War.  He  enlisted  in  St. 
Paul  Jan.  13,  1918,  and  after  due  training  sailed  for  France  with  the  144th 
Company,  32nd  Replacement  Battalion,  United  States  Marines.  He  was  landed 
at  Brest,  and  after  training  went  into  action  with  the  83rd  Company,  3rd 
Battalion,  6th  Regiment,  Second  Division.  He  fought  at  Belleau  Woods, 
Vierz-Soissons  sector,  July  19-21,  1918;  Nancy,  July  29-Aug.  7;  Marabach  sec¬ 
tor,  Aug.  7-14,  and  was  in  the  front  line  of  the  drive  at  St.  Mihiel.  He  was  in 
the  action  at  Mount  Blanc  Ridge,  Champaigne  sector,  Oct.  1-10,  and  was  killed 
by  shell  fire  Oct.  10,  1918.  He  is  buried  in  Grave  143,  Cemetery  1129,  near 
St.  Etienne,  France.  He  was  a  young  man  of  many  engaging  qualities,  a  good 
soldier,  dutiful  in  camp  and  valiant  in  action,  and  his  name  is  written  with 
the  heroes  who  died  that  the  world  might  be  better. 

Haldor  A.  Anderson,  traveling  salesman  for  the  Marshall  Wells  Co.,  of 
Duluth,  who  has  been  a  resident  of  Rice  Lake  since  1888,  was  born  at  Laurvig, 
Norway,  April  30,  1876,  son  of  John  and  Martha  Anderson,  who  spent  the 
span  of  their  years  in  that  parish.  Of  their  twelve  children  there  are  now 
living  eight:  Caroline,  Louisa,  Nellie,  Mary,  Anna,  Charles,  Aimer  and 
Haldor  A.  Haldor  A.  attended  school  for  a  while  in  his  native  country.  At 
the  age  of  twelve,  he  came  to  America  with  his  sister,  Mrs.  Sever  Michelsen, 
and  took  up  his  home  in  Rice  Lake,  where  he  attended  the  public  schools. 
After  leaving  school  he  worked  nine  years  in  the  wagon  shop  of  his  brother, 
C.  A.  Anderson.  Then  he  was  associated  in  the  hardware  business  a  year  in 
Rice  Lake  with  C.  E.  Cleveland,  and  in  the  mercantile  business  at  Rice  Lake 
six  years  with  P.  M.  Parker.  Afterward  he  became  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
West  &  Anderson,  hardware  merchants,  with  C.  E.  West  as  partner.  His  work 
in  this  capacity  attracted  the  attention  of  the  wholesalers,  and  in  1910  he  was 
offered  and  accepted  his  present  position.  His  territory  is  all  adjacent  to 
Rice  Lake,  and  he  is  as  popular  a  man  as  is  to  be  found  on  the  road  in  this 
part  of  the  state,  and  he  is  well  known  in  the  U.  C.  T.  and  kindred  circles.  He 
is  the  proud  owner  of  one  of  the  many  pretty  homes  in  Rice  Lake,  located  at 
633  North  Main  street,  only  one  block  from  the  Lake  shore.  This  home,  which 
was  built  under  Mr.  Anderson’s  personal  supervision,  was  erected  in  1912  and 
the  family  moved  in  Dec.  7  of  that  year.  Mr.  Anderson  was  married  Oct. 
16,  1902,  to  Minnie  Amelia  Baker,  who  was  born  in  Hudson,  Wis.,  March  18, 
1880.  daughter  of  E.  A.  and  Sophia  (Crogan)  Baker,  both  of  whom  are  now 
deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson  have  five  children:  Mildred  I.  was  born 
Oct.  28,  1903;  Jeanette  A.  was  born  Feb.  28,  1905;  Alice  H.  was  born  April  3, 
1908:  Ruth  C.  was  born  March  17,  1912,  and  Arnold  B.  was  born  Aug.  29,  1913. 
The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Ole  H.  Sigstad,  merchant  and  public  official  of  Rice  Lake,  now  deceased, 
was  for  many  years  connected  with  the  life  of  the  city  and  county.  As  a 
business  man  he  had  the  confidence  and  respect  of  all  who  had  dealings  with 
him.  His  work  in  public  affairs  was  that  of  a  capable,  efficient,  trustworthy 
and  honorable  public  officer.  So  high  in  fact  did  he  stand  that  at  his  death  the 
flag  on  the  city  armory  was  placed  at  half  mast  as  an  evidence  that  the  city 
shared  the  mourning  of  his  family  and  his  friends.  He  was  born  in  Norway 
May  13,  1863,  the  son  of  Haider  and  Martha  Halderson,  natives  of  that  country, 
where  the  father  died,  after  which  the  mother  came  to  America  and  married 
Thore  Surdson,  of  Sand  Creek,  Dunn  County,  this  state,  where  she  spent  the 
remainder  of  her  life.  In  the  Halderson  family  there  were  five  children: 
Andrew  (deceased),  Ole  H.  (deceased),  Olive,  Severina  and  Nettie.  Ole  H. 
was  reared  in  his  native  country,  and  was  there  employed  for  a  while.  He 
came  to  America  in  the  seventies,  landed  in  Eau  Claire,  Wis.,  and  secured 
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employment  with  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.,  working  in  the  woods  in  various  coun¬ 
ties.  Then  he  operated  a  store  at  Sand  Creek,  in  the  northern  part  of  Dunn 
County.  In  1891  he  came  to  Rice  Lake  and  opened  a  general  store  at  the  corner 
of  Messenger  street  and  Reuter  avenue.  In  1907  he  sold  out  on  account  of 
failing  health.  •  For  some  time  he  served  the  city  as  alderman.  At  the  time 
of  his  death  he  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  public  works,  and  he  also  held 
other  positions  of  trust  and  honor.  He  died  Dec.  4,  1914.  Mr.  Sigstad  was 
married  Jan.  27,  1878,  to  Sophia  Peterson,  born  in  Norway  Nov.  23,  1858, 
daughter  of  Swen  and  Martha  (Tustenson)  Peterson,  natives  of  Norway,  who 
came  to  America  in  1867  and  settled  in  Dunn  County,  Wis.,  where  they  farmed 
for  many  years,  afterward  moving  to  Trego,  Wis.,  where  they  spent  the 
remainder  of  their  lives.  In  the  Peterson  family  there  were  seven  children: 
Peter  (deceased),  Theodore,  Julius,  Charles  (deceased),  Louis,  Martin  and 
Sophia.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sigstad  have  eight  children:  Hannah,  born  Nov.  29, 
1878,  died  June  21,  1885;  Sena,  born  Aug.  27,  1880,  is  now  Mrs.  Oscar  Overby, 
of  Rice  Lake;  Oscar,  born  May  13,  1883,  died  July  9,  1884;  Christina,  born 
March  18,  1886,  is  now  Mrs.  J.  T.  Jacobson,  of  Rice  Lake;  Helen  was  born 
Sept.  29,  1887,  and  is  now  Mrs.  Grover  Sykes,  of  Rice  Lake;  Emma  was  born 
April  18,  1890,  and  is  now  Mrs.  Harry  King,  of  Rice  Lake;  Owen  was  born 
May  9,  1893,  and  died  May  30,  1896;  Ovedia  was  born  June  16,  1896,  and  lives 
at  home  with  her  mother. 

Olaf  M.  Sattre,  M.  D.,  of  the  firm  of  Sattre  &  Dawson,  practicing  physi¬ 
cian  and  surgeon  of  Rice  Lake,  member  of  the  medical  and  surgical  staff  of 
the  Lakeside  Methodist  Episcopal  Hospital,  is  one  of  the  foremost  figures 
in  modern  Barron  County  life.  In  his  profession  he  enjoys  the  confidence  of 
his  patients  and  the  respect  of  his  associates,  and  assisted  in  founding  the 
institution  on  the  staff  of  which  he  still  serves.  As  a  citizen  he  was  president 
of  the  board  of  education  for  three  years  and  during  his  term  of  office  the 
splendid  new  high  school  building  was  erected.  As  a  farmer  and  stock  breeder 
he  introduced  full  blooded  Holstein  cattle  into  the  county,  and  made  it  possible 
for  others  to  get  a  start  in  raising  that  breed,  and  he  also  had  a  large  flock 
of  pure  blooded  Shropshire  sheep,  from  which  many  of  the  flocks  of  the 
county  have  sprung.  As  a  financier  his  conservative  judgment  has  been  an 
important  factor  in  the  stability  and  progress  of  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Rice  Lake,  of  which  he  has  been  the  president  for  several  years.  He  was 
born  near  Decorah,  Iowa,  in  Winneshiek  County,  March  16,  1863,  son  of  Ole 
and  Ellen  (Bottlefson)  Sattre,  natives  of  Norway,  who  come  to  America 
when  children,  the  father  in  1844  and  the  mother  in  1848;  were  married  in 
Winneshiek  County,  Iowa,  and  there  farmed,  the  father  dying  at  the  early  age 
of  32  years  and  the  mother  at  the  age  of  63.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
reared  on  a  farm  and  attended  the  district  schools.  He  was  graduated  from 
Luther  College  at  Decorah,  Iowa,  in  1882.  Already  he  had  determined  to 
devote  his  life  to  medicine  and  surgery,  but  being  unable  at  that  time  to  attend 
a  medical  school,  he  secured  a  position  in  a  drug  store,  where  he  took  every 
opportunity  to  master  pharmacy,  and  devoted  his  spare  time  to  the  study  of 
Materia  Medica.  In  1885  he  entered  the  Rush  Medical  College  in  Chicago 
and  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1888.  He  did  his  interne  work  for  eighteen 
months  in  the  Chapin  Hospital  at  Iron  Mountain,  Mich.  Then,  until  1894,  he 
was  physician  for  the  Penn  Iron  Mining  Co.  at  Norway,  Mich.  In  1894  he 
established  himself  at  Rice  Lake  where  he  has  well  equipped  offices  in  the 
First  National  Bank  Building  and  where  he  has  built  up  a  good  practice.  In 
1914  he  took  Dr.  D.  L.  Dawson  as  an  associate  and  in  1919  formed  a  full  part¬ 
nership  with  him.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Barron  County  Medical  Society,  in 
which  he  has  been  president  and  secretary,  and  of  the  Wisconsin  State  Medical 
Society  and  the  American  Medical  Association.  Fraternally,  he  associates 
with  Rice  Lake  Lodge,  No.  234,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  he  is  also  active  in  the 
Commercial  Club.  His  recreation  is  automobiling.  Dr.  Sattre  was  married 
May  17,  1893,  to  Amelia  Hosking,  of  Norway,  Mich.,  born  Oct.  28,  1865,  at 
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Rockland,  Mich.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  two  children.  Ellen  was 
born  March  18,  1894,  and  is  a  graduate  of  the  high  school  at  Rice  .Lake  and 
Milwaukee  Downer  College.  She  is  now  dietitian  at  the  Columbia  Hospital, 
Milwaukee.  Jeannette  is  a  graduate  of  the  high  school  at  Rice  Lake,  and  is 
now  attending  the  University  of  Wisconsin  at  Madison. 

Richard  Zimmermann,  a  respected  citizen  now  living  retired  in  Rice  Lake 
city,  after  a  busy  life  in  which  he  has  taken  his  full  share  of  hard  work  in 
building  up  the  county,  is  a  native  of  this  state,  born  in  Wilson  Township, 
Sheboygan  County,  May  4,  1858,  and  there  educated  and  reared  to  farm  pur¬ 
suits.  In  1877  he  went  to  Minnesota  and  farmed  for  two  years,  after  which 
he  again  returned  home.  He  went  to  Marathon  County,  in  this  state,  in  1883, 
and  bought  80  acres  of  wild  land.  There  he  built  a  log  house  and  barn,  which, 
in  1920,  are  still  standing,  and  remained  there  until  1899  when  he  sold  out  and 
purchased  a  similar  tract  near  Edgar,  in  the  same  county.  In  1903  he  sold  out 
and  went  to  Neillsville,  Clark  County,  this  state,  where  he  bought  80  acres 
which  he  farmed  nearly  four  years.  He  came  to  Rice  Lake  in  1906  and  pur¬ 
chased  80  acres  of  land  within  the  city  limits.  Later  he  sold  that  and  bought 
another  80  acres,  also  within  the  city  limits,  and  near  the  northwest  corner. 
In  1920  he  sold  out  and  bought  property  at  609  West  Douglas  street,  in  the 
city.  The  house  was  then  little  more  than  a  shell.  He  converted  it  into  a 
sightly  modern  residence,  with  many  improvements,  including  furnace,  elec¬ 
tric  lights,  hot  and  cold  water  and  baths.  He  also  erected  a  good  barn  and 
other  buildings.  Although  retired  from  the  more  strenuous  duties  of  farm 
life  he  still  does  considerable  gardening,  and  occupies  his  time  in  many  useful 
ways.  Mr.  Zimmermann  was  married  Dec.  1,  1886,  to  Mary  Wolf,  who  was 
born,  in  what  was  then  the  Empire  of  Austria-Hungary,  Feb.  6,  1866.  This 
union  has  been  blessed  with  nine  children:  Esther  is  now  wife  of  Olaf 
Brain,  of  Chester,  Mont.  Robert  married  Alice  Boyum,  of  Minneapolis,  and 
resides  at  Rhinelander,  Wis.  Richard  is  a  motorman  in  Minneapolis.  Edith 
is  the  wife  of  George  Searl,  of  this  county.  Clara  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Miller 
of  Choteau,  Mont.  Karl  lives  at  home.  Amanda  is  in  Montana  with  her 
sister,  Clara.  Bernard  also  resides  in  Montana  with  his  sister,  Clara.  Mar¬ 
garet  is  attending  the  graded  schools.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  German 
Lutheran  Church,  and  Mrs.  Zimmermann  is  an  active  member  of  the  Ladies’ 
Aid  Society  of  that  body. 

Andrew  Gulickson,  Cameron,  public  official,  state  lawmaker,  successful 
agriculturist  and  man-of-affairs,  was  born  in  Telemarken,  Norway,  Dec.  18, 
1856,  son  of  Gulick  and  Gunhild  (Moen)  Olson,  who  brought  him  and  the  other 
children  to  this  country  in  1868,  and  from  Waupaca  County,  this  state,  to 
Stanley  Township,  this  county,  in  1873.  He  remained  at  home  and  attended 
school  winters  for  a  while,  and  then  started  working  out  for  Knapp,  Stout 
&  Co.  at  Rice  Lake,  giving  most  of  his  wages  to  his  parents  to  help  them  to  get 
their  home  established.  In  1880  he  purchased  80  acres  in  section  24,  all  wild 
land.  He  cleared  part  of  the  land  and  erected  a  frame  building  into  which, 
two  years  later,  he  and  his  bride  moved.  For  some  years  thereafter  he  spent 
his  winters  in  the  woods  to  earn  money  with  which  to  develop  the  farm.  As 
the  years  passed  his  efforts  resulted  in  success,  and  his  farm  was  improved 
until  it  was  one  of  the  best  in  the  township.  In  the  fall  of  1915  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Gulickson  moved  to  the  village  of  Cameron,  and  the  oldest  son,  Thomas  A.,  now 
operates  the  home  place.  After  living  on  his  farm  for  some  years,  Mr.  Gulick¬ 
son  was  elected  a  member  of  the  town  board  and  a  member  of  the  school 
board.  For  eighteen  years  he  did  most  efficient  service  as  town  chairman,  and 
as  such  was  a  valued  member  of  the  county  board.  His  work  as  a  public 
official  attracted  attention,  and  in  1903  he  was  elected  county  clerk,  a  posi¬ 
tion  he  occupied  with  dignity  and  ability  for  six  years.  In  1910  the  people 
called  him  to  a  still  wider  field  of  usefulness  and  elected  him  to  the  assembly, 
in  which  he  served  with  distinction  in  the  sessions  of  1911  and  1913.  Among 
other  legislation  which  he  either  fathered  or  supported  may  be  mentioned  a 
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County  Option  Bill,  which,  though  the  discussion  it  aroused  had  a  good  influ¬ 
ence  throughout  the  state,  was  defeated.  Since  retiring  from  the  legislature, 
he  has  once  more  taken  a  seat  on  the  county  board,  this  time  as  a  representative 
from  Cameron  village.  In  1891  he  helped  to  organize  the  Oak  Grove  Farmers’ 
Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Co.  He  was  a  member  of  the  first  board  of  directors, 
and  a  few  years  later  he  was  made  secretary.  He  resigned  to  take  offlce  as 
county  clerk,  and  in  1919  again  took  up  the  duties  of  the  office,  now  giving 
the  work  of  the  company  most  of  his  attention.  He  has  been  vice-president  of 
the  Bank  of  Cameron  since  its  reorganization  in  1919.  He  and  his  family  are 
affiliated  with  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church.  Mr.  Gulickson  was  married 
Jan.  26,  1882,  to  Thea  Peterson,  who  was  born  in  Norway  April  15,  1864,  and 
came  to  America  with  her  sister,  Eliza,  at  the  age  of  ten.  She  lived  in 
Waupaca  County,  this  state,  for  a  while,  and  then  came  to  Barron  County, 
making  the  trip  in  a  wagon,  and  meeting  with  many  interesting  experiences 
on  the  way.  In  latter  life  her  mother  came  to  Barron  County  also.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Gulickson  have  five  children,  Thomas  A.,  Amanda,  Oliver  G.,  Gertrude 
and  Gladys.  Thomas  A.  is  operating  the  home  farm.  Amanda,  formerly  a 
teacher,  is  the  wife  of  Owen  Williams,  of  Beach,  N.  D.  Oliver  G.  is  a  business 
man  of  Barron.  Gertrude  is  the  wife  of  Ernest  Salting,  of  Jamestown,  N.  D. 
Gladys  is  now  Mrs.  J.  R.  Rowe,  of  Chicago. 

Magnus  J.  Tysdal,  carpenter  at  Rice  Lake,  was  born  in  Norway  Dec.  30, 
1869,  son  of  Johannes  Nelson  and  Maren  (Arneson)  Tysdal.  He  attended 
school  in  his  native  land,  farmed  for  a  while,  and  learned  the  carpenter’s 
trade.  He  came  to  the  United  States  in  June,  1891,  and  located  in  Dunn 
County,  this  state.  For  a  year  he  farmed  in  the  rural  districts.  Then  he  went 
to  Chippewa  Falls  and  took  up  his  trade.  He  came  to  Rice  Lake  in  1893  and 
here  he  has  since  lived.  In  1916  he  built  himself  a  very  pleasant  residence 
where  he  and  his  family  now  live.  He  is  now  working  for  the  First  National 
Bank  as  janitor.  Mr.  Tysdal  was  married  Oct.  12,  1895,  at  Rice  Lake,  to 
Amelia  Olson,  and  they  have  four  children:  Arnold  M.,  born  June  7,  1896; 
Jule  Mentor,  born  June  5,  1898;  Magna  Borgheld,  born  Dec.  10,  1900,  and 
Conrad  Orval,  born  May  9,  1903. 

John  P.  Webster,  now  deceased,  was  for  some  years  connected  with  the 
canning  industry  in  Barron  County,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  factory 
manager  for  the  Inderrieden  Canning  Co.,  was  a  man  of  unusual  popularity, 
and  his  death  left  a  decided  vacancy  in  the  life  of  the  community.  Of  a  genial 
nature,  courteous  and  pleasant  with  all,  he  won  his  way  in  the  affections  of 
his  friends,  and  was  liked  by  those  for  whom  he  worked  and  those  who  worked 
for  him,  as  well  as  by  the  farmers  with  whom  he  had  dealings.  He  was  born 
in  Dallas  Township,  this  county,  March  16,  1881,  and  was  reared  there  and  at 
Barron,  passing  through  the  district  and  graded  schools  and  taking  a  three- 
year  high  school  course.  For  some  time  he  spent  his  winters  working  in  the 
north  woods  as  a  teamster.  In  1901  he  started  work  for  the  Waukesha  Canning 
Co.  at  Barron,  and  for  some  time  was  farm  foreman.  In  1908  he  moved  to  Rice 
Lake,  and  helped  to  build  the  factory  here,  becoming  farm  superintendent. 
Ten  years  later  he  was  made  manager  for  both  the  Barron  and  Rice  Lake  fac¬ 
tories,  and  continued  in  that  position  until  the  time  of  his  death  Aug.  29, 
1920.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Webster  was  associated  with  the  Odd  Fellows  and  the 
Modern  Woodmen.  Mr.  Webster  was  married  Sept.  9,  1902,  in  Barron  City, 
this  county,  to  Hattie  Meyers,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Dimmitt) 
Meyers,  natives  of  Indiana,  who  farmed  in  Dunn  County,  Wis.,  for  many  years, 
then  went  to  Montana,  and  finally  located  in  Barron,  Wis.,  where  they  now 
reside.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Webster  had  two  children:  Marvel  I.,  born  April  5, 
1904,  now  attending  high  school  in  Rice  Lake,  and  Cloyd  O.,  born  July  21, 
1908,  who  is  doing  well  at  his  studies  in  the  public  schools.  The  family 
resides  in  a  beautiful  home  at  51  West  Knapp  street,  which  Mr.  Webster 
erected  in  1913.  They  attend  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
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Albert  W.  Webster,  farm  manager  for  the  Inderrieden  Canning  Co.,  with 
headquarters  at  Rice  Lake,  was  born  in  Monroe  County,  this  state,  Feb.  11, 
1877,  son  of  Samuel  J.  and  Anna  M.  (Ketchum)  Webster,  who  brought  him 
to  this  county  as  a  child.  After  completing  his  schooling,  he  became  clerk 
in  a  general  store  for  several  years.  He  was  also  in  the  lumber  woods  for  two 
years  assisting  his  father  in  conducting  lumber  camps.  His  first  connection 
with  the  canning  business  was  in  1904,  when  he  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Waukesha  Canning  Co.  at  Barron.  In  1908  he  was  transferred  to  Rice  Lake 
as  warehouse  foreman.  When  the  company  was  sold  to  the  Inderrieden  Can¬ 
ning  Co.,  he  remained  in  the  same  capacity  with  the  new  concern.  In  1917 
he  was  made  farm  superintendent.  Mr.  Webster  is  thoroughly  familiar  with 
all  the  details  of  producing  and  storing  food  products,  he  has  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  conditions  throughout  the  county,  his  personality  makes  him  a 
friend  of  all  with  whom  he  deals,  and  his  honesty  is  above  reproach.  His 
fraternal  connections  are  with  the  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Modern  Woodmen. 
Mr.  Webster  was  married  Sept.  7,  1898,  to  Anna  Beisswangar,  and  they  have 
three  children:  Lyle,  born  June  26,  1899,  is  manager  and  advance  agent  for 
the  Hoppe  Concert  Entertainers;  Fern  was  born  June  19,  1906;  and  Bernice 
was  born  July  13,  1908.  Aside  from  his  business,  his  family  and  his  fraterni¬ 
ties,  Mr.  Webster  finds  his  greatest  pleasure  in  outdoor  life,  and  is  especially 
fond  of  hunting  and  fishing. 

Nels  Egstad,  shoemaker,  who  now  lives  retired  at  Cameron,  this  county, 
was  born  in  Norway,  was  there  reared  and  there  learned  his  trade.  He  came 
to  America  in  1880  and  located  in  Vernon  County,  this  state,  followed  in  1881 
by  his  wife,  ^ngeborg,  and  their  family.  From  there  in  1892  they  came  to 
Barron  County  and  located  in  Stanley  Township,  where  the  wife  died  two 
years  later.  In  the  family  there  were  seven  children,  of  whom  there  are  now 
living  five:  John,  Peter,  Mathias,  Ingval  and  Nanie.  Mathias,  Peter  and 
Ingval  live  in  Barron  County;  John  lives  in  Westby,  Vernon  County,  and 
Nanie  is  the  wife  of  Peter  Steltzner  of  Rice  Lake,  Barron  County. 

Ingval  Egstad,  efficient  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Cameron,  was  born  in 
Christiania,  Norway,  Dec.  24,  1873,  son  of  Nels  and  Ingeborg  Egstad.  He  was 
brought  to  the  United  States  in  1881  by  his  mother,  joining  his  father,  who 
the  previous  year  had  located  in  Vernon  County,  this  state.  He  attended  the 
rural  schools  and  graduated  from  the  Westby  (Wis.)  High  School.  This  he 
supplemented  by  taking  several  correspondence  courses.  In  the  meantime  he 
had  worked  to  a  considerable  extent  at  farm  labor.  He  came  to  Cameron  in 
1898  and  for  ten  years  was  employed  in  a  clerical  capacity  in  local  stores.  In 
1908  he  was  made  assistant  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Cameron,  and  in  April, 
1910,  assumed  the  duties  of  his  present  position.  He  is  a  good  banker,  he 
knows  local  conditions,  he  is  conservative  as  all  good  financiers  should  be,  yet 
he  is  likewise  progressive  in  his  relations  to  the  public  life  of  the  village  and 
county.  His  personality  is  a  dominating  factor  in  the  success  of  the  bank,  the 
people  like  to  deal  with  him,  and  he  has  their  confidence  and  respect.  He  is 
a  stockholder  in  the  institution  in  which  he  works.  Mr.  Egstad  was  married 
in  1896  at  Cameron  to  Pauline  Simonson,  daughter  of  Simon  and  Margaret 
Simonson,  early  settlers  of  Eau  Claire,  both  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Egstad  have  one  daughter,  Myrtle  Irene,  who  was  born  July  27,  1897,  and  is 
now  a  student  at  the  Stout  Institute,  at  Menomonie,  this  state.  The  family 
faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

E.  Wallace,  president  of  the  Wallace  Land  Co.,  with  headquarters  at  126 
North  Main  Street,  Rice  Lake,  and  branch  offices  at  Cumberland  and  Sarona, 
is  one  of  the  active  aggressive  men  of  the  county,  and  his  work  is  doing  much 
toward  the  development  of  this  part  of  Wisconsin.  He  is  advertising  the 
advantages  of  northern  Wisconsin  far  and  wide,  many  of  the  best  of  the 
newer  settlers  were  brought  here  through  his  efforts,  and  his  faith  in  his 
own  work  is  shown  by  the  heavy  investments  he  has  made  in  this  region.  He 
and  the  other  members  of  his  company  own  extensive  acreage  and  handle 
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options  and  commissions  on  improved  and  partly  improved  farms,  timber  lands, 
unimproved  lands,  lake  shore  tracts,  ranch  properties,  large  and  small,  and  city 
property,  located  in  Barron,  Polk,  Washburn,  Sawyer,  Rush  and  Chippewa 
Counties.  Personally,  Mr.  Wallace  also  owns  considerable  property  in  Canton, 
S.  D.  The  stranger  in  Barron  County  finds  in  Mr.  Wallace  a  most  valuable 
guide.  He  knows  the  possibilities  of  land  as  few  men  know  them,  he  is  familiar 
with  almost  every  acre  in  this  region,  he  is  quick  to  seize  upon  the  exact 
needs  of  the  newcomer,  and  he  is  known  far  and  wide  for  his  honorable 
methods  and  fair  dealings,  believing  as  he  does  that  it  is  more  important  to 
give  permanent  satisfaction  than  it  is  merely  to  dispose  of  a  particular  piece 
of  land  or  carry  through  a  particular  deal.  E.  Wallace  was  born  in  Shellsburg, 
Wis.,  May  30,  1879,  son  of  Henry  and  Jane  (Watson)  Wallace,  natives  of 
England,  the  former  of  whom  died  July  6,  1913,  and  the  latter  of  whom  still 
lives  in  Long  Beach,  Calif.  He  was  educated  in  the  graded  and  high  schools 
of  Canton,  S.  D.,  and  supplemented  this  with  courses  in  the  Canton  Business 
College.  Then  he  took  up  civil  engineering,  and  the  knowledge  thus  obtained 
has  stood  him  in  great  stead  in  all  the  dealings  since  then.  Subsequently  for 
a  time  he  familiarized  himself  with  farm  conditions  as  farmer  and  rancher 
in  South  Dakota.  In  1908  he  took  up  the  real  estate  business.  From  South 
Dakota  he  branched  into  his  native  state  of  Wisconsin.  In  1917  he  came  to 
Cumberland  and  established  the  Wallace  Land  Co.  In  1920  he  moved  his 
headquarters  to  Rice  Lake.  He  is  active  in  the  Commercial  Club  and  in  other 
local  organizations.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order  and 
of  the  Odd  Fellows.  He  is  a  lover  of  the  out  of  doors,  combines  business  with 
pleasure  in  motoring,  and  finds  much  of  his  recreation  in  hunting  and  fishing. 

John  Whitney,  now  deceased,  a  Wisconsin  pioneer,  and  for  some  ten  years 
a  resident  of  Rice  Lake,  was  born  in  Maine  and  came  west  to  this  state  as  a 
young  man.  He  farmed  for  many  years  in  Jackson  County,  and  while  there 
married  Celia  Bequette,  a  native  of  Iowa.  In  1895  he  sold  the  farm  and 
removed  his  family  to  Ashland,  Wis.,  where  he  engaged  in  the  painting  busi¬ 
ness.  In  1908  he  retired  and  moved  to  Rice  Lake,  where  he  lived  until  his 
death,  Nov.  19,  1918,  his  wife  having  passed  away  April  19  of  the  same  year. 
In  the  family  there  were  ten  children:  Ethel,  Lena,  Inez,  Harry  M.,  Belle, 
George,  Hazel,  Floyd,  Howard  and  one  who  died  in  infancy. 

Harry  M.  Whitney,  Rice  Lake  merchant,  now  conducting  a  first  class 
clothing  and  haberdashery  store  at  234  North  Main  Street,  and  until  recently 
junior  member  of  the  Barron  County  Land  and  Loan  Co.,  was  born  in  Jackson 
County,  this  state,  Oct.  12,  1883,  the  son  of  John  and  Celia  (Bequette)  Whit¬ 
ney.  He  received  his  early  education  in  his  native  country  and  at  Ashland, 
Wis.,  to  which  town  he  was  taken  by  his  parents  when  he  was  twelve  years  of 
age.  As  a  youth  he  learned  the  painting  trade  and  followed  it  at  Ashland 
for  a  while.  In  1902  he  came  to  Rice  Lake,  and  after  following  a  similar 
occupation  for  three  years,  learned  the  barber  trade.  After  a  few  years  of 
this,  he  formed  a  partnership  with  M.  D.  Manson.  in  the  year  1912,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Manson  &  Whitney,  and  opened  a  clothing  store,  which  became 
the  largest  in  the  county  at  that  time,  and  carried  a  full  line  of  clothing, 
haberdashery,  trunks  and  bags.  Feb.  1,  1920,  Mr.  Whitney  purchased  a  half 
interest  in  the  Barron  County  Land  &  Loan  Co.,  and  he  and  T.  C.  Surdson 
became  the  sole  owners.  On  Jan.  20,  1921,  Mr.  Whitney  sold  out  his  interests 
in  the  company,  but  is  still  in  partnership  with  Mr.  Surdson  in  the  ownership 
of  a  number  of  farms  in  the  county,  some  of  which  are  rented  outright  and 
some  on  shares.  The  two  gentlemen  personally  look  after  a  fine  sheep  ranch 
of  172  acres  in  Rice  Lake  Township,  all  fenced  with  woven  wire,  and  stocked 
with  pure  blooded  registered  Blackface  Shropshire  sheep.  Mr.  Whitney  is 
well  known  throughout  the  county,  and  is  an  integral  part  of  the  business 
life  of  the  city.  In  the  course  of  his  real  estate  transactions  he  purchased  a 
building  on  North  Main  Street,  which  he  remodeled  and  put  in  shape  for 
business  where  he  is  now  located,  opening  on  March  19,  1921.  He  has  had 
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previous  experience  in  the  same  lines,  he  knows  this  region,  its  people  and  its 
needs,  and  a  flourishing  business  is  being  built  up.  Mr.  Whitney  belongs  to 
the  Commercial  Club  and  is  active  in  its  doings.  He  is  fond  of  outdoor  sports, 
especially  motoring,  hunting  and  Ashing,  and  is  a  sincere  lover  of  nature.  He 
votes  the  Republican  ticket,  but  has  not  cared  to  seek  office,  though  deeply 
interested  in  public  affairs.  Mr.  Whitney  was  married  Jan.  24,  1913,  to  Minnie 
Wilz,  and  they  have  two  children:  Cecelia  Joyce,  born  March  24,  1917,  and 
Harriett  Anna,  born  Sept.  16,  1920.  The  family  home  is  at  611  North 
Main  Street. 

Christopher  Stackman,  father  of  Prof.  Julius  Stackman,  was  born  in 
Germany  in  1827  and  there  married  Caroline  Zilke  in  1856.  He  brought  his 
family  to  America  in  1864  and  settled  in  Westchester  County,  N.  Y.,  dividing 
his  time  between  farming  in  the  country  and  working  at  his  trade  as  a  tailor 
in  New  York  City.  In  1868  he  came  west  and  settled  in  Ableman,  Sauk  County, 
Wis.,  where  he  worked  in  flour  mills  and  sawmills  and  followed  his  trade. 
Later  he  acquired  a  farm  of  80  acres,  six  miles  from  Baraboo.  In  1890  he 
sold  the  farm  and  moved  to  Tennessee,  where  he  died  in  1898.  By  his  first  wife 
he  had  five  children:  Mary  F.,  of  Baraboo;  Paul  D.,  a  farmer  of  Sauk  County; 
Theodorq,  of  Oregon;  Edward,  postmaster  at  Ontario,  Wis.,  and  Julius,  of 
Cameron. 

Prof.  Julius  Stackman,  instructor  of  vocal  music  and  organizer  of  com¬ 
munity  singing  classes,  is  widely  known  throughout  Minnesota,  Wisconsin, 
Iowa  and  the  Dakotas,  where  he  has  managed  schools  and  concerts,  and  stands 
high  with  all  who  know  him  as  a  musician,  and  instructor  and  a  man.  He  was 
a  pupil  of  Dr.  H.  R.  Palmer,  the  gospel  song  writer,  teacher  and  composer,  and 
for  years  director  of  music  at  the  Chautauqua  Assembly,  Chautauqua,  N.  Y., 
and  to  that  master’s  teachings  he  has  added  new  methods  of  his  own.  Of  late 
years  he  has  retired  somewhat  from  the  activities  of  instruction  and  travel 
and  finds  his  delight  in  out  of  door  life  on  his  pleasant  little  farm  at  Cameron, 
where  he  does  truck  farming,  dairying  and  poultry  raising,  making  a  specialty 
of  pure  blooded  prize  winning  White  Wyandottes  and  single  comb  Anconas, 
which  he  ships  far  and  wide  for  breeding  purposes.  He  still  keeps  in  touch 
with  the  musical  world  and  corresponds  with  many  men  and  women  well 
known  in  musical  circles.  Julius  Stackman  was  born  in  Germany,  Sept.  30, 
1863,  son  of  Christopher  and  Caroline  (Zilke)  Stackman,  who  brought  him  to 
Westchester  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1864,  and  to  Sauk  County,  Wis.,  in  1868.  He 
was  reared  in  Sauk  County,  learned  farming  from  his  father,  and  as  a  young 
man  worked  out  for  neighboring  farmers  and  later  engaged  in  truck  farming 
for  himself.  From  youth  up  he  was  much  interested  in  music,  and  as  he  grew 
older  and  received  special  instruction  under  competent  teachers,  discovered 
that  he  not  only  had  excellent  talent  as  a  vocalist,  but  also  the  faculty  of 
organization  and  instruction.  Consequently  he  took  up  the  organization  of 
singing  schools  and  classes  as  a  life  work,  going  from  place  to  place,  con¬ 
ducting  schools,  and  then  giving  a  grand  concert  by  the  class  as  a  demon¬ 
stration  of  his  work.  In  1904  he  first  came  to  Barron  County  for  the  purpose 
of  conducting  classes  at  Rice  Lake,  Chetek  and  Cameron.  He  was  much 
pleased  with  the  county,  and  in  1909  bought  a  few  lots  at  Cameron  and  took 
up  his  home  here.  In  1910  he  purchased  his  present  place  of  eight  acres.  Mr. 
Stackman  was  married  at  Beaver,  Minn.,  June  3,  1896,  to  Lydia  E.  Applebee, 
daughter  of  Frank  and  Alma  (Martin)  Applebee,  who  were  born  in  Barring¬ 
ton,  Ill.,  of  New  York  stock,  and  were  there  married.  During  the  Civil  War 
Mr.  Applebee  saw  more  than  three  years  of  hard  service  with  the  Nineteenth 
Illinois  Regiment.  After  that  conflict  he  and  his  wife  came  to  Beaver,  Winona 
County,  Minn.,  and  there,  with  the  exception  of  thirteen  years  spent  farming 
in  Lincoln  County,  Minn.,  they  farmed  until  1898.  In  that  year,  or  soon  there¬ 
after,  they  moved  to  Bruce,  Rusk  County,  this  state,  and  secured  600  acres  of 
wild  land,  and  on  this  land  and  in  the  village  of  Bruce  they  have  resided  up 
to  the  present  time.  Mrs.  Applebee  died  on  March  8,  1921.  Mr.  Applebee  owns 
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a  fine  cottage  on  the  shores  of  Amacoy  Lake,  and  spends  much  of  his  time 
there  during  the  summer  months.  Mrs.  Stackman  has  gained  quite  a  reputa¬ 
tion  as  a  trained  nurse  and  has  made  herself  useful  and  helpful  to  the  sick 
and  afflicted  in  numerous  towns  and  country  places  surrounding  Cameron 
and  the  vicinity,  and  has  also  done  much  of  this  work  in  Winona  and  Wabash 
Counties,  Minn. 

Reuben  Dudley  Whittier,  Civil  War  veteran,  Wisconsin  pioneer,  early 
Chippewa  River  lumberman,  agriculturist  and  hotel  man,  now  deceased,  was 
born  June  12,  1847,  in  Vienna,  Maine,  and  was  there  reared  and  educated.  He 
was  but  fourteen  years  of  age  when  the  Civil  War  broke  out,  but  even  at  that 
tender  age  he  was  thrilled  with  a  desire  to  join  the  colors,  and  a  year  later 
when  he  was  fifteen  he  was  allowed  to  do  so.  He  served  with  Company  G,  30th 
Main  Volunteer  Infantry,  participated  in  many  notable  engagements  and  was 
three  times  wounded.  After  being  mustered  out  he  came  to  Wisconsin,  and 
with  headquarters  at  Eau  Claire,  began  lumbering  along  the  Chippewa  River. 
As  the  lumber  business  in  that  region  declined,  he  purchased  a  large  farm 
near  New  Auburn,  this  state,  and  for  two  years  operated  a  hotel  in  that  vil¬ 
lage.  In  1902  he  retired  and  moved  to  Rice  Lake,  where  he  died  Jan.  26,  1920, 
after  a  short  illness.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Whittier  was  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R. 
and  the  I.  O.  0.  F.  His  religious  affiliation  was  with  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
Mr.  Whittier  came  of  a  most  excellent  family.  Of  remote  Scotch-English 
descent,  he  traced  his  line  back  to  some  of  the  early  New  England  families, 
still  represented  in  the  east  by  many  distinguished  men.  John  Greenleaf 
Whittier,  the  poet,  was  a  member  of  one  branch  of  the  same  family  of  Whit- 
tiers.  Mr.  Whittier  took  especial  pride  in  the  fact  that  ancestors  of  his  had 
fought  in  the  Revolution  and  in  the  War  of  1812.  His  own  record  added  to 
the  military  glory  of  the  family,  and  when  the  son,  Victor  G.,  became  an 
officer  in  the  United  States  service  for  the  World  War,  the  record  was  still 
further  completed,  the  Mexican  and  the  Spanish-American  Wars  being  the 
only  important  conflicts  missing  from  the  family  archives.  Mr.  Whittier  was 
married  May  18,  1887,  to  Sadie  Jones,  born  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  Wis.,  Feb.  6, 
1869,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Susan  (Riley)  Jones,  and  this  union  has  been 
blessed  with  one  son,  Victor  Grover,  born  Feb.  27,  1888.  Mrs.  Whittier  is  an 
accomplished  pianist  and  teacher  of  the  pianoforte,  having  a  large  class  of 
pupils  who  are  proving  a  credit  to  her  methods  of  instruction.  She  studied 
music  in  Eau  Claire  under  such  teachers  as  Mrs.  Robert  Murray,  Mrs.  Anna 
Whitford  and  Miss  Jane  Wyatt,  the  latter  of  whom  had  received  her  own 
instruction  in  some  excellent  schools  in  London  and  Paris  and.  graduated 
under  a  French  tutor  of  some  note.  Mrs.  Whittier,  then  Miss  Jones,  herself 
became  a  teacher  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  and  has  followed  that  line  ever  since. 
Even  while  keeping  the  hotel  with  her  husband  at  New  Auburn,  with  the 
many  duties  of  hotel  life  to  be  attended  to,  she  continued  her  classes.  She 
is  regarded  as  a  most  efficient  instructor  and  musician.  She  is  a  lady  of  refined 
tastes,  and  aside  from  being  active  in  her  profession,  is  an  efficient  worker 
in  many  public  causes  and  is  honored  as  one  of  the  leading  women  of  the 
town. 

Peter  Veit,  now  deceased,  a  well  known  employe  of  the  Rice  Lake  Lumber 
Co.  for  many  years,  was  a  substantial,  solid  citizen  and  held  the  esteem  and 
respect  of  his  fellow  men.  He  took  his  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  city,  repre¬ 
sented  his  ward  several  years  on  the  county  board,  served  many  times  as  a 
member  of  election  boards,  and  was  always  ready  to  do  his  share  in  every¬ 
thing  that  he  believed  to  be  for  the  best  interests  of  the  community.  He  was 
an  excellent  husband  and  father,  and  was  pre-eminently  a  home  man,  taking 
the  greatest  pride  in  his  family.  His  death,  March  1,  1919,  was  sincerely 
mourned.  He  was  born  in  Budenheim,  Germany,  was  educated  in  the  govern¬ 
ment  schools  and  devoted  his  young  manhood  to  farming  and  working  in  the 
famous  forests  there.  He  came  to  America  in  1889,  and  with  headquarters 
at  Chippewa  Falls,  Wis.,  entered  the  employ  of  the  Weyerhauser  Lumber  Co.  It 
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was  in  1897  that  he  came  to  Rice  Lake  and  entered  the  employ  of  the  Rice 
Lake  Lumber  Co.,  with  whom  he  stayed  for  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was 
a  skilled  and  faithful  workman  whose  services  were  highly  valued  by  his 
employers.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Veit  was  a  member  of  the  Catholic  Knights.  Mr. 
Veit  was  married  Oct.  9,  1891,  to  Anna  Degan,  who  was  born  in  Germany,  Dec. 
9,  1863,  daughter  of  Carl  F.  and  Anna  (Miller)  Degan,  both  natives  of  Ger¬ 
many  and  both  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Veit  had  seven  children:  Mary, 
Bennett,  Elizabeth,  Christene,  Peter,  Polly  and  Anne.  Mary  was  born  Dec.  17, 
1892,  and  died  Aug.  19,  1895.  Elizabeth  was  born  Jan.  12,  1895,  and  is  the 
wife  of  Thomas  Glennon  of  St.  Paul.  Christene  was  born  Nov.  16,  1896,  mar¬ 
ried  Joseph  Grant,  and  has  two  children,  Vernal  and  Beatrice.  Peter  was 
born  Feb.  10,  1898.  In  1916  he  married  Beulah  King,  of  Rice  Lake,  and  has 
three  children,  Virginia,  Donald  and  George.  He  resides  at  home.  Molly  was 
born  Sept.  16,  1899,  and  is  at  present  with  the  Advance  Auto  Accessories  Co. 
of  Chicago.  Anne  was  born  June  11,  1903,  and  resides  at  home.  She  is 
employed  at  the  Inderrieden  Canning  Co.  of  Rice  Lake. 

Anton  T.  Galby,  president  of  the  Farmers  and  Merchants  Bank  of  Chetek, 
was  born  in  Ridgeway,  Iowa,  Dec.  12,  1871.  He  attended  school  until  seventeen 
years  of  age,  and  then  became  a  telegraph  operator  on  the  C.,  M.  &  St.  P.  Ry. 
in  his  native  place  and  that  vicinity.  Subsequently  as  station  agent  or  assist¬ 
ant  station  agent  he  was  operator  at  Centralia,  Grand  Rapids  (now  Wisconsin 
Rapids),  Scandinavia  and  Wausau,  all  in  this  state.  He  came  to  Chetek  in  1900 
and  after  a  short  time  became  identified  with  the  banking  business.  He  was 
one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  Farmers  &  Merchants  Bank  in  February,  1908, 
and  became  the  first  cashier,  a  position  he  relinquished  to  succeed  to  his 
present  position  upon  the  death  of  K.  Rosholt  in  January,  1920.  His  personality 
has  been  the  dominant  factor  in  the  success  with  which  the  institution  has 
met.  He  is  active  in  public  affairs,  a  real  leader  in  the  community  and  has 
served  his  city  as  alderman  and  treasurer  and  his  school  board  as  treasurer. 
Mr.  Galby  was  married  at  Scandinavia,  Wis.,  Oct.  10,  1894,  to  Theodora  M. 
Zwicky,  who  was  born  in  that  place,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Caspar 
Zwicky.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Galby  have  two  sons,  Ralph  V.,  born  Aug.  14,  1896,  and 
Manford  C.,  born  Nov.  11,  1900,  both  of  whom  are  students  at  the  State  Uni¬ 
versity  at  Madison,  Wis.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

Oliver  G.  Sands,  manager  of  the  extensive  yards  at  Rice  Lake,  of  the 
Lampert  Lumber  Co.,  of  St.  Paul,  was  born  in  Eau  Claire  County,  Wis.,  March 
15,  1882,  son  of  Christ  and  Amelia  (Frederickson)  Sands,  natives  of  Norway, 
who  came  to  this  country  at  the  ages  of  nineteen  and  four  years,  respectively. 
They  were  married  in  Pleasant  Valley  Township,  Eau  Claire  County,  Wis., 
and  settled  on  a  homestead  which  is  still  in  the  family  and  occupied  by  Mrs. 
Sands,  her  good  husband  having  passed  away  June  5,  1918.  They  were  the 
parents  of  eleven  children:  Sever,  Josephine  (deceased),  Oliver  G.,  Clarence, 
Edward  (deceased),  Minnie,  Bertrand,  Louisa,  William,  Joseph  and  Theodore. 
Oliver  G.  received  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  township 
and  in  the  Eau  Claire  Business  College  at  Eau  Claire,  Wis.  As  a  youth  he 
learned  the  carpenter  trade,  and  then,  with  headquarters  at  Minneapolis,  took 
up  the  general  contracting  business,  most  of  his  work  being  in  North  Dakota. 
For  five  years  he  wjis  yard  manager  for  the  Thompson  Yards,  Inc.,  with  head¬ 
quarters  at  Minneapolis.  In  the  spring  of  1920  he  became  interested  in  the 
Somerset  Club  property,  consisting  of  timber  lands  and  cottage  sites  on  the 
banks  of  Lake  Hammill,  in  Bayfield  County,  this  state.  June  1,  1920,  he 
assumed  the  duties  of  his  present  position.  The  yard  carries  a  general  line 
of  lumber  and  building  material,  together  with  coal,  wood  and  other  fuel.  Mr. 
Sands  has  just  built  a  pleasant  modern  home  at  814  Lake  Street.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  body.  Mr.  Sands  was  married  Sept.  22,  1906,  to  Clara 
Moen  of  Pleasant  Valley  Township,  Eau  Claire  County,  Wis.  She  is  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Thorsten  and  Eli  Moen,  who  were  born  in  Norway  and  were  early 
settlers  in  Trempealeau  County,  this  state.  Her  father  died  May  12,  1918,  but 


by  Google 


Digitized  by  LjOOQle 


BANK  OF  CAMERON 

CHARLES  H.  MUSEUS,  PRESIDENT—  INGVAL  ENGSTAD.  CASHIER 


Digitized  by  boogie 


HISTORY  OF  BARRON  COUNTY 


651 


the  mother  is  still  living  on  the  farm  in  Eau  Claire  County.  They  had  a 
family  of  seven  children,  of  whom  six  are  now  living,  namely:  Annie,  Gustav, 
Gena,  Hans,  Gilbert  and  Thorvald,  the  last  mentioned  being  a  Lutheran  cler¬ 
gyman  now  residing  in  Shaffer,  N.  D.  The  others  reside  in  Trempealeau  and 
Eau  Claire  Counties.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sands  are  the  parents  of  three  children: 
Elsie,  born  Aug.  14,  1907;  Oliver,  born  Sept.  18,  1915,  and  Raymond,  born  on 
Thanksgiving  Day,  1919. 

Frederick  Museus  was  born  in  Christiania,  Norway,  son  of  Carl  Frederick 
Museus.  The  family  came  to  the  United  States  in  1847  and  settled  on  a  farm 
near  Oconomowoc,  Wis.,  where  the  father  did  a  little  farming,  but  being  a 
cabinet  maker  by  trade  spent  most  of  his  time  making  furniture  for  the 
neighbors.  In  1878  they  moved  to  El  Paso,  Pierce  County,  this  state,  and 
four  years  later  to  Turtle  Lake  Township,  Barron  County.  Here  the  father 
and  the  mother  both  died.  Frederick  was  brought  to  this  country  when  he 
was  about  two  years  old  and  was  reared  on  the  farm  near  Oconomowoc.  In 
1862,  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  he  enlisted  in  the  Eighth  Wisconsin  Volunteer 
Infantry  and  served  three  years  with  the  Army  of  the  West,  taking  part  in 
many  important  campaigns  and  battles.  After  the  war  he  returned  to  the 
home  farm.  Later  for  many  years  he  lived  in  Pierce  County,  first  as  an  employe 
in  a  grist  mill  at  Martell  and  then  as  hostler  and  gardener  for  Dr.  Hoyt,  at 
Hudson.  Later,  after  his  marriage,  he  settled  on  a  farm  near  Hudson.  In 
1882  he  moved  to  Chetek.  He  and  his  wife,  Alice  Johnson,  native  of  Rock 
County,  Wis.,  are  still  living  in  that  city. 

Charles  H.  Museus,  a  successful  real  estate  agent  of  Cameron,  president 
of  the  Cameron  State  Bank  and  the  State  Bank  of  Hillsdale,  was  born  at 
Hudson,  Wis.,  May  24,  1872,  son  of  Frederick  and  Alice  (Johnson)  Museus, 
the  pioneers.  He  first  entered  school  in  his  native  county  of  Pierce,  and  came 
to  Chetek,  this  county,  with  his  parents  in  1882  when  he  was  ten  years  of  age. 
Here  he  completed  his  early  education.  With  this  preparation  he  entered  the 
University  of  Wisconsin,  where  he  completed  his  education,  after  which  he 
engaged  in  the  real  estate  business  at  West  Superior,  Wis.  In  1893  he  came 
to  Chetek,  and  after  teaching  three  years,  was  made  superintendent  of  schools, 
in  which  position  he  served  for  six  years.  Then  he  went  to  Chicago  and  took 
a  course  in  the  Chicago  Dental  College,  with  a  view  of  practicing  dentistry. 
But  in  1903  he  was  persuaded  to  give  up  his  studies  to  enter  the  banking  field 
as  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Cameron.  This  position  he  held  until  1910  when  he 
resigned  from  the  position  to  take  up  real  estate.  As  president  of  the  insti¬ 
tution  of  which  he  was  formerly  cashier,  he  still  has  an  important  influence 
upon  its  destinies.  He  is  also  as  noted  president  of  the  State  Bank  of  Hills¬ 
dale  and  a  director  in  the  Chetek  State  Bank.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  mmber  of 
the  Masonic  order  and  of  the  Odd  Fellows.  Mr.  Museus  was  married  on 
Thanksgiving  Day,  1906,  to  Hannah  Jorstad,  daughter  of  Ole  and  Fredricka 
Jorstad,  early  settlers  of  Cameron,  where  they  are  now  living  retired. 

Lars  C.  Selvig,  a  respected  citizen  of  Barron,  where  he  is  living  retired 
after  a  successful  career  in  agriculture,  was  born  in  the  county  of  Sande, 
Norway,  Jan.  11,  1845,  son  of  Christopher  Selvig.  His  mother's  name  before 
marriage  was  Martha  Catherine  Anderson.  After  her  death  Christopher  Selvig 
married  a  second  wife.  He  was  the  father  of  21  children  in  all,  eleven  by 
his  first  wife  and  ten  by  his  second.  Of  the  first  family  three  came  to  America, 
Lars  C.,  John  and  Catherine,  and  nine  are  still  living.  Of  the  second  family, 
also,  three  came  to  this  country,  John,  Thorval  and  Frederick,  and  nine  are 
living.  Lars  C.  Selvig  at  the  age  of  nine  years  left  home  to  work  for  a  neigh¬ 
bor,  Hans  Aasnes,  an  extensive  farmer  and  mill  man,  receiving  for  recompense 
his  board  and  clothes.  He  remained  with  Mr.  Aasnes  until  reaching  the  age 
of  21,  after  which  he  worked  for  two  years  in  the  city  of  Drammen.  In  1868 
he  came  to  America,  landing  at  Portland,  Me.,  April  19.  From  that  place  he 
came  on  to  Chicago,  but  remained  in  the  latter  city  only  two  days,  going  to 
Pentwater,  Mich.,  where  for  a  year  he  was  employed  in  the  lumber  industry, 
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working  part  of  the  time  in  a  sawmill  and  the  remainder  in  the  woods.  In  the 
spring  of  1869  he  came  farther  west,  to  Menomonie,  Wis.,  then  an  important 
center  of  the  lumber  industry,  and  entered  the  employ  of  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co., 
with  whom  he  remained  until  the  spring  of  1873,  working  in  a  mill  or  in  the 
woods,  according  to  the  season,  as  a  common  laborer.  His  work  during  the 
winter  of  1869-70  was  in  Barron  County,  near  Turtle  Lake.  On  July  15,  1871, 
Mr.  Selvig  married,  at  Menomonie,  Louise  Anderson,  who  was  born  in  Norway, 
Nov.  24,  1850,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jourgen  Anderson.  She  had  been  a 
schoolmate  of  his  in  Norway  and  had  come  to  this  country  two  years  later  than 
he.  In  the  spring  of  1873  Mr.  Selvig  left  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  to  settle  on  a 
homestead  at  Prairie  Farm,  Barron  County.  It  consisted  of  wild  land,  heavily 
timbered,  and  he  began  improvements  by  erecting  a  log  house  in  which  three 
of  his  children  were  subsequently  born,  and  which  was  occupied  by  himself 
and  his  family  for  six  years.  He  gradually  developed  his  land  into  a  good 
farm  with  substantial  buildings  and  resided  thereon  successfully  engaged  in 
general  farming  until  Sept.  10,  1910.  He  then  sold  one-half  the  farm  to  his 
son,  John,  and  moved  to  Barron,  where  he  bought  his  present  comfortable 
residence.  He  had  increased  the  size  of  his  original  farm  to  320  acres,  one- 
half  of  which  he  still  owns.  He  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Prairie  Farm  Co¬ 
operative  Creamery,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  organizers.  He  is  a  member 
and  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church  at  Prairie 
Farm,  and  served  it  as  a  trustee  for  a  number  of  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Selvig 
have  reared  a  family  of  12  children,  all  born  in  Barron  County  except  the 
eldest,  and  all  of  whom  are  now  living.  In  order  of  birth  they  are  as  follows : 
Marthina,  now  Mrs.  Edward  Falkenburg  of  Barron;  Fred  L.,  of  Pasco,  Wash.; 
Trema,  now  Mrs.  Thomas  Pierce  of  Enderlin,  N.  D.;  John,  who  is  on  the  home 
farm;  Herman  L.,  of  Plaza,  N.  D.;  George,  of  Fergus  Falls,  Minn.;  Lena,  who 
is  employed  in  the  state  bank  at  Enderlin,  N.  D.;  Laura,  wife  of  Ole  Thofson 
of  Valley  City,  N.  D.;  Oscar,  of  Bismarck,  N.  D.;  Ella,  residing  with  her 
parents  in  Barron ;  Inga,  wife  of  Benjamin  Gilbertson  of  Barron  Township,  and 
Effie,  who  is  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools  of  Enderlin,  N.  D.  The  son,  Oscar, 
served  in  the  World  War,  enlisting  in  the  U.  S.  army  at  Bismarck,  N.  D.,  in 
August,  1917.  He  trained  at  Camp  Greene,  N.  C.,  and  crossed  to  France  in 
December  the  same  year.  He  served  as  military  police  at  St.  Anan  and  various 
other  places  in  France,  and  was  with  the  army  of  occupation  in  Germany.  He 
returned  to  the  United  States  in  August,  1919,  and  was  discharged  at  Camp 
Dodge,  Iowa,  in  the  same  month,  returning  home  in  good  health.  Mr.  Selvig 
is  independent  in  politics.  While  on  the  farm  he  served  for  a  while  as  a 
member  of  the  Prairie  Farm  town  board  and  as  assessor.  A  sturdy  type  of 
man,  he  began  life  with  nothing  but  a  good  constitution  and  has  gained  pros¬ 
perity  through  his  own  efforts. 

Bemt  Anderson,  now  deceased,  for  some  years  a  farmer  on  80  acres  in 
section  17,  east,  Maple  Grove  Township,  was  a  hard  working,  industrious  man, 
respected  in  the  community  and  beloved  in  his  family,  held  in  high  regard  by 
all  who  knew  him.  He  was  born  in  Norway,  April  22,  1837,  and  there  spent 
his  childhood,  youth  and  early  manhood.  He  came  to  America  in  the  eighties, 
and  was  employed  for  many  years  in  a  chair  factory  in  Rockford,  Ill.  He 
came  to  Barron  County  in  1903  and  purchased  the  present  home  place,  where 
he  farmed  until  his  death.  Sept.  15,  1917.  He  was  a  member  and  regular 
attendant  of  the  Free  Mission  Church,  and  died  firm  in  the  faith  of  that 
denomination.  Since  his  death,  his  wife,  a  most  worthy  woman,  has  carried 
on  the  farm  and  is  rearing  her  fine  family  of  children  to  follow  worthily  in 
their  father’s  footsteps.  Mr.  Anderson  was  married  Dec.  30,  1902,  to  Inga 
Larson,  daughter  of  Lars  and  Lena  (Olson)  Larson,  natives  of  Norway,  who 
came  to  America  in  1862  and  settled  in  Illinois,  where  they  remained  until 
1884,  and  then  came  to  Barron  County,  where  they  farmed  on  80  acres  in 
sections  4  and  5,  east,  Maple  Grove  Township,  until  1913,  in  which  year  they 
moved  to  Cameron,  this  county,  where  the  father  died  Jan.  2,  1918,  and  the 
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mother,  Feb.  3,  1920.  In  the  family  there  were  six  children:  Henry,  May, 
Inga,  Sophie,  Sherman  and  Mandy.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson  were  the  parents 
of  five  children:  Mildred,  born  Jan.  5,  1904;  Garfield,  born  Aug.  26,  1906; 
Freda,  born  April  25,  1909;  Kenneth,  born  March  4,  1912;  and  Vernie,  born 
Jan.  19,  1915. 

Martin  Petersen,  former  owner  of  a  brick  yard  near  Barronette,  extensive 
contractor  and  builder  of  brick  structures,  and  now  operating  a  farm  in 
Barronette  Township,  Washburn  County,  some  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from 
Barronette,  was  born  in  Denmark,  Dec.  15,  1859,  was  there  educated,  and 
there  learned  the  trade  of  stonemason  and  bricklayer,  which  he  followed  for 
a  number  of  years.  He  came  to  America  in  1888,  landed  in  New  York  and 
then  went  from  place«to  place  to  familiarize  himself  with  the  country  and  the 
language,  working  at  his  trade  in  Minnesota,  Wisconsin  and  South  Dakota.  In 
1893  he  purchased  a  brick  yard  in  Washburn  County,  this  state,  about  eighty 
rods  north  of  the  Barron  County  line,  and  not  far  from  the  village  of  Bar¬ 
ronette.  The  output  of  this  yard  he  increased  to  some  500,000  brick  a  year. 
He  retained  the  active  management  of  this  yard  until  1916,  and  kept  an  interest 
in  it  until  1920.  In  the  meantime  he  was  operating  extensively  as  a  contractor 
and  builder,  using  nearly  all  the  output  of  his  own  factory.  It  is  said  that  in 
the  last  fifteen  years  he  has  erected  more  brick  buildings  than  any  other  firm 
in  Barron  County.  Most  of  the  brick  buildings  in  Barronette  are  his  handi¬ 
work.  He  has  also  erected  brick  buildings  in  Rice  Lake,  Barron,  Cumberland 
and  Haugen,  in  this  county,  Spooner  in  Washburn  County  and  Hudson,  in 
St.  Croix  County,  as  well  as  a  number  of  farm  buildings.  In  1920  he  gave  up 
his  pleasant  home  in  Barronette  and  moved  to  the  Jenson  farm  in  Washburn 
County,  which  Mrs.  Petersen  is  to  inherit,  and  where  they  are  to  make  a  home 
for  her  honored  mother,  Mrs.  Christina  Rasmussen  Jenson,  so  long  as  she 
lives.  Mr.  Petersen  has  numerous  business  holdings.  When  the  Barronette 
State  Bank  was  organized  he  was  made  its  vice  president,  and  remained  as 
such  until  1918  when  he  assumed  his  present  duties  as  president.  Fraternally, 
he  is  a  member  of  the  M.  W.  A.  Mr.  Petersen  was  married  Dec.  23,  1900,  to 
Anna  Jenson,  who  was  born  in  Denmark,  April  4,  1879,  daughter  of  Jens  and 
Christina  (Rasmussen)  Jenson,  natives  of  Denmark,  who  came  to  America 
in  1893  and  settled  in  Barronette  Township,  Washburn  County,  this  state, 
where  they  took  a  homestead  of  80  acres,  over  half  of  which  they  broke,  and 
on  which  they  conducted  farming  until  the  father's  death,  Aug.  16,  1917.  The 
wife  is  now  living  on  the  homestead  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Martin  Petersen.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Petersen  have  seven  children:  Laura  was  born  June  10,  1901,  and 
teaches  school  in  Washburn  County.  Robert  was  born  Feb.  1,  1903,  and  is 
at  home.  Francis  was  born  Oct.  2,  1905,  and  is  attending  high  school  at  Cum¬ 
berland.  Paul,  born  April  1,  1907.  and  Meta,  born  Sept.  15,  1910,  are  doing 
well  with  their  studies  in  the  district  school.  John,  born  Sept.  30,  1912,  an 
unusually  bright  boy  of  many  engaging  traits,  died  May  24,  1920.  Marshall 
was  born  March  24,  1916. 

Henry  A.  C.  Summers,  manager  of  the  Barronette  yard  of  the  Interstate 
Lumber  Co.,  is  one  of  the  active  men  of  the  village,  is  doing  his  share  in  the 
progress  of  the  village  and  surrounding  countryside,  and  is  a  great  believer 
in  the  future  of  this  region  as  an  agricultural  and  dairying  center.  He  has 
been  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  the  Barronette  Commercial  Club,  which  is 
doing  much  to  make  the  village  a  popular  trading  center,  and  is  now  its  treas¬ 
urer.  He  was  born  Jan.  19,  1887,  in  Washington  County,  Minn.,  the  son  of 
Charles  and  Fredricka  (Urtel)  Summers.  His  youth  was  spent  on  the  home 
farm  where  he  learned  farming  from  his  father  and  attended  the  neighboring 
school.  In  1909  he  left  home  and  worked  for  a  year  as  a  street  car  conductor 
in  St.  Paul.  Then  he  was  employed  by  the  Gribber  Lumber  Co.  in  that  city 
for  two  years.  Next,  in  1912,  he  went  to  Stillwater,  in  his  native  county,  and 
for  four  years  worked  as  a  carpenter.  He  came  to  Barronette  in  1916,  to 
construct  the  yard  and  sheds  of  the  Interstate  Lumber  Co.  When  the  work 
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was  completed  he  was  employed  as  local  manager  in  which  position  he  has 
since  remained.  (The  Interstate  Lumber  Co.  was  taken  over  May  24,  1921,  by 
the  Miller  Alcott  Lumber  Co.)  Mr.  Summers  was  married  Oct.  19,  1914,  to 
Emma  Richert,  born  Oct.  31,  1889,  the  daughter  of  Otto  and  Louise  Richert 
This  union  has  been  blessed  with  one  child,  Francis,  born  April  2,  1918. 
Charles  Summers  was  born  in  Germany,  and  there  married  Fredricka  Urtel. 
They  came  to  America  in  1873,  settled  in  Washington  County,  Minn.,  and  there 
successfully  farmed  until  1920,  when  they  sold  out  and  moved  to  St.  Paul 
where  they  now  reside.  In  the  family  there  were  four  children :  Louise,  Anna, 
Ida  and  Henry  A.  C. 

Mads  Jacobson,  an  honored  pioneer  who  has  lived  in  this  county  more 
than  a  half  a  century,  was  born  in  Denmark  Aug.  26,  4839,  the  son  of  Lars 
and  Anna  Jacobson,  who  spent  the  span  of  their  years  in  the  old  country. 
The  children  in  the  family  were  Lars,  Christian,  Rasmus,  Mads,  Christ,  Caro¬ 
line  and  Hans.  Mads  lost  his  father  when  he  was  four  years  old  and  his 
mother  when  he  was  seventeen.  He  served  nine  months  in  the  Danish  army 
in  the  war  between  Denmark  and  Germany.  In  1867  he  and  his  brother, 
Hans,  came  to  America  aboard  a  sailing  vessel,  embarking  from  their  native 
land  April  1  and  landing  in  Boston  May  1,  an  unusually  quick  trip  for  those 
days.  They  came  on  to  Oshkosh,  Wis.,  and  arrived  there  May  10.  Their 
first  employment  was  on  farms  and  in  the  lumber  woods.  June  1,  1870,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  filed  on  a  claim  in  section  22,  Chetek  Township,  this 
county,  and  on  Nov.  18  brought  his  wife  and  four-weeks-old  daughter  here 
to  live.  He  made  the  distance  from  Oshkosh  by  team,  the  journey  taking 
twelve  days.  Five  trips  were  made  before  he  had  everything  here.  The  first 
winter  here  was  spent  in  the  shanty  of  Charles  Strong.  The  next  summer 
Mr.  Jacobson  erected  a  log  house  that  stood  a  little  south  of  where  the  barn 
is  now  located.  He  also  put  up  a  log  barn,  fifty  feet  long,  a  length  so  unusual 
for  those  days  that  the  "big  barn”  as  it  was  called  was  a  landmark  for  the 
people  for  miles  around.  He  started  farming  with  a  pair  of  colts  and  a  cow. 
Neighbors  were  few,  there  were  no  roads,  the  best  trading  point  was  Eau 
Claire,  far  away.  One  time  when  in  a  hurry  for  supplies  Mr.  Jacobson  made 
the  trip  in  twenty  hours,  but  it  usually  took  about  three  days.  Ready  money 
was  scarce;  the  farm  at  first  did  not  produce  enough  to  support  the  family,  and 
Mr.  Jacobson  worked  about  at  such  labor  as  he  could  find.  One  of  his  occupa¬ 
tions  was  carting  supplies  over  the  “tote”  roads  and  trails  for  lumber  camps 
and  settlers.  As  time  passed  he  was  able  to  devote  all  his  attention  to  his 
farm.  He  has  added  to  the  original  tract  until  he  has  240  acres,  and  he  has 
erected  a  comfortable  home,  a  barn  36  by  70  feet,  and  other  buildings.  His 
farming  operations  have  been  successful  and  his  efforts  have  been  crowned 
with  prosperity.  He  is  respected  throughout  the  community  for  his  character 
and  worth,  and  he  is  held  in  the  highest  regard  by  all  who  know  him.  He  has 
not  cared  to  hold  public  office,  but  has  accepted  a  few  minor  positions  such  as 
membership  on  the  school  board.  He  has  been  somewhat  active  in  the  affairs 
of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church  at  Chetek  and  early  services  of  that 
denomination  were  held  at  his  log  cabin.  Mr.  Jacobson  was  married  in  Octo¬ 
ber,  1868,  at  Winchester,  Winnebago  County,  Wis.,  to  Marie  Johnson,  the 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paul  Johnson,  with  whom  she  came  to  this  country 
in  1868,  they  subsequently  locating  in  Chetek  Township.  Of  the  eight  chil¬ 
dren  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jacobson  there  are  living  two,  Louis  and  Jennie. 
Jennie  is  the  wife  of  Herman  Wickman,  a  farmer,  of  Chetek  Township.  Louis 
operates  the  home  place.  He  was  born  here  April  6,  1892,  attended  the  district 
school,  learned  farming  from  his  father,  and  gradually  took  over  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  farm.  He  is  one  of  the  popular  men  of  the  community,  he  is  an 
energetic  worker,  and  stands  high  as  a  man,  a  citizen  and  a  farmer.  He  is 
successfully  carrying  on  general  farming  and  makes  a  specialty  of  Holstein 
cattle,  Poland-China  swine,  Belgian  horses  and  Shropshire  sheep.  The  Jacob- 
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son  home  is  a  hospitable  one  and  the  doors  are  always  open  to  their  friends. 
Mrs.  Jacobson  died  in  November,  1916. 

Ole  O.  Borgen,  retired  farmer  of  Rice  Lake  city,  was  born  in  Norway 
and  was  there  reared  and  educated.  He  came  to  America  in  the  sixties,  and 
■with  headquarters  at  Menoraonie,  this  state,  worked  for  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co. 
and  later  for  other  lumbermen,  being  employed  both  in  sawmills  and  in  the 
•woods.  In  the  seventies  he  homesteaded  160  acres  of  wild  land  in  Barron 
Township,  this  county.  He  cleared  a  part  of  it,  erected  log  buildings,  and  car¬ 
ried  on  farming  and  dairying  for  many  years,  at  first  hardly  winning  from 
the  wilderness  a  living  for  himself  and  family,  but  later  achieving  a  fair 
degree  of  success.  In  1919  he  sold  the  place  and  took  up  his  residence  in  Rice 
Lake  City,  where  he  is  now  living  at  the  age  of  74  years.  Mr.  Borgen  married 
Trena  Hanson,  native  of  Norway. 

John  H.  Borgen,  who  has  a  good  farm  of  80  acres  in  section  31,  Rice 
Lake  Township,  which  he  purchased  in  1917,  and  in  the  development  of  which 
he  is  taking  an  especial  pride,  has  a  good  place  in  every  respect.  The  house 
is  adequate,  the  barn  has  Louden  equipment,  litter  carrier  and  running  water, 
the  silo  is  of  a  modern  type,  and  the  other  buildings  are  fully  in  keeping. 
The  farm  under  Mr.  Borgen’s  skilled  management  produces  good  crops.  A 
specialty  is  made  of  dairying  with  a  fine  herd  of  Jerseys,  headed  by  a  full 
blooded  sire.  Mr.  Borgen  is  a  native  of  this  county,  having  been  born  in 
Barron  Township  May  4,  1888,  son  of  Ole  O.  and  Trena  (Hanson)  Borgen. 
He  was  reared  on  the  home  farm,  and  there  farmed  with  his  parents  for 
several  years.  In  the  summers  of  1909-10-11,  he  worked  in  North  Dakota, 
spending  the  corresponding  winters  hunting  and  trapping  in  his  home  neigh¬ 
borhood.  He  rented  a  farm  of  240  acres  in  Barron  Township  in  1912.  This 
he  operated  for  two  years.  In  1914  he  bought  80  acres  of  partly  improved 
land  in  Stanfold  Township.  On  this  he  continued  the  improvements,  cleared 
more  of  the  land,  and  erected  a  good  barn.  Then  he  sold  out  and  came  to  his 
present  place.  Mr.  Borgen  was  married  May  24,  1912,  at  Rice  Lake,  to  Marion 
Johnson,  born  Dec.  2,  1884,  in  Rice  Lake  city,  Barron  County,  daughter  of  Ole 
and  Mary  Johnson,  who  came  to  America  from  Norway  in  1865  and  now  live 
in  Rice  Lake.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Henry  Hyde,  early  merchant  of  Perley,  and  for  many  years  one  of  the 
solid  and  substantial  influences  for  good  in  this  region,  was  born  at  Hyde 
Park,  Vt.,  in  1829,  descended  from  good  old  New  England  stock.  His  life  as 
a  boy  was  similar  to  that  of  others  in  his  region,  and  included  the  usual  school 
attendance  and  work  on  the  farm.  As  a  young  man  he  started  out  for  himself 
and  in  time  reached  Green  County,  Wis.,  where  he  farmed  for  some  years. 
In  1880  he  came  to  Barron  County.  He  made  his  home  first  at  Rice  Lake  and 
later  at  Cumberland.  For  seven  years  he  worked  for  the  Omaha  railroad  as  a 
surveyor,  for  three  winters  scaling  logs  for  the  road.  He  also  surveyed  and 
laid  out  Cumberland  City.  From  the  Andrews  &  Perley  Co.  he  bought  a  gen¬ 
eral  store  at  Perley  which  he  subsequently  operated  until  his  death.  He 
also  bought  15  acres  of  land  in  Almena  Township,  built  an  eight-room  house 
and  some  outbuildings  and  there  did  a  little  small  farming  in  connection  with 
his  store  business.  After  a  long  and  useful  life  he  died  Jan.  28,  1901.  Mr. 
Hyde  was  a  man  of  probity  and  worth,  popular  with  all  who  knew  him,  and  his 
death  was  a  distinct  loss  to  the  community.  His  character  was  appreciated  by 
his  fellow  citizens,  and  he  served  five  years  as  town  treasurer  of  Turtle  Lake 
Township.  He  was  religiously  affiliated  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
After  his  death  his  good  wife,  a  most  gracious  woman  of  many  accomplish¬ 
ments,  carried  on  the  business  for  a  while  and  then  closed  out.  She  now 
makes  her  home  on  the  15-acre  tract.  Mr.  Hyde  was  married  at  Madison, 
Wis.,  July  27,  1876,  to  Frederika  Ludwig,  who  was  born  in  Dane  County,  Wis., 
June  7,  1855,  the  daughter  of  Christian  and  Frederika  (Schultz)  Ludwig, 
natives  of  Germany,  who  settled  in  Dane  County  in  1848.  Of  the  five  children 
there  are  two  living,  Mrs.  Hyde  and  August  of  Wadena,  Minn.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
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Hyde  had  five  children:  Amy,  Edna,  Erwin,  Dean  and  Harrison.  Amy  is  the 
wife  of  Thomas  Bethel,  now  deceased.  Erwin  is  in  Portland,  Oregon,  and 
Dean  in  Canada.  The  others  are  living  at  home.  The  family  is  in  high  stand¬ 
ing  throughout  the  community. 

Charles  Wanner,  of  the  firm  of  Wanner  Brothers,  Almena,  hardware 
dealers,  steamfitters  and  plumbers,  was  born  in  Hudson,  St.  Croix  County, 
Wis.,  March  26,  1883,  the  son  of  John  and  Margaret  (Schwalen)  Wanner. 
Both  families  were  well  known  in  the  early  days  in  the  Northwest.  John 
Wanner  was  born  on  the  site  of  the  old  Minnesota  state  prison  at  Stillwater. 
At  that  time  Stillwater  was  a  pioneer  village,  the  lumbering  industry  which 
later  gave  it  a  commanding  position  had  scarcely  started,  and  the  Indians 
were  stilling  ranging  up  and  down  the  St.  Croix  River.  Haley  Schwalen,  the 
father  of  Margaret  Schwalen,  cut  lumber  on  a  part  of  what  is  now  the  site  of 
St.  Paul.  That  city  at  that  time  was  but  a  struggling  hamlet,  with  little 
indication  of  its  splendid  future  as  the  capital  of  a  great  and  prosperous 
commonwealth.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  first  of  six  children.  He 
was  reared  in  St.  Croix  County,  this  state,  and  received  a  fair  education  in 
the  rural  schools.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  took  up  railroad  work  as  tele¬ 
graph  operator  and  signal  man,  and  was  located  at  various  places,  including 
Cameron  Junction,  in  this  county,  where  he  was  towerman  for  several  years. 
In  1910  he  came  to  Almena  and  established  a  hardware  store.  Jan.  1,  1912, 
he  took  his  brother,  Chris,  as  a  partner.  They  have  a  good  store  and  carry 
a  good  line  of  goods.  They  also  do  general  plumbing  and  install  various  kinds 
of  heating  plants.  The  young  men  are  both  popular  in  the  community,  and 
in  business  are  known  for  good  goods,  good  work,  honest  treatment  and 
scrupulous  honesty.  Mr.  Wanner  is  a  popular  fraternity  man  and  belongs 
to  Turtle  Lake  Lodge,  No.  313,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  He  was  married  at  Canton. 
Wis.,  on  May  3,  1905,  to  Adaline  Ross,  who  was  born  in  St.  Cloud,  Minn.,  on 
April  15,  1885,  the  daughter  of  Henry  and  Belle  Ross,  early  settlers  of  Arland 
Township,  this  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wanner  have  two  children,  Dorris  and 
Marlow.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  John  Wanner,  the  father  of  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  visited  Barron  County  as  early  as  the  winter  of  1879-80.  and 
hauled  wood  near  Turtle  Lake. 

The  Farmers’  State  Bank,  of  Carlton,  was  organized  October,  1917,  with 
a  capital  of  $10,000,  and  opened  for  business  on  Oct.  1,  1917,  in  a  solid  brick 
building,  24  by  40  feet,  just  completed  for  that  purpose.  The  first  officers 
were:  President,  C.  J.  Johnson;  vice-president,  J.  M.  Ward;  cashier,  Erland 
Engh;  these  gentlemen,  with  George  Nelson,  R.  Rasmussen,  Simon  Berg  and 
C.  A.  Beggs,  being  the  first  directors.  The  present  officers  are:  President 
W.  G.  Malcolm;  vice-president,  J.  M.  Ward;  cashier,  E.  O.  Johnson;  these 
gentlemen,  with  A.  O.  White,  Jay  Packard,  B.  M.  Apker  and  W.  W.  Winchester, 
constituting  the  board  of  directors.  The  building  constitutes  an  ideal  village 
banking  house.  It  is  a  sightly  structure,  fireproof  throughout,  with  cement 
floors,  and  a  full  basement,  and  equipped  with  all  the  latest  devices  and 
modern  furniture,  safety,  convenience  and  comfort  being  the  dominating  key 
note. 

Ervin  O.  Johnson,  the  energetic  and  efficient  cashier  of  the  Farmers’ 
State  Bank  of  Canton,  was  born  in  Woodville,  St.  Croix  County,  this  state. 
May  27,  1898,  the  son  of  Charles  J.  and  Marie  (Welk)  Johnson.  He  came 
to  this  county  with  his  parents  in  1902  and  after  completing  his  studies  in 
the  common  schools  entered  the  Barron  High  School  in  1913.  In  1915  he 
entered  the  Rice  Lake  High  School  and  was  graduated  in  1917.  Then  he 
entered  Ripon  College,  where  he  took  a  two  years’  course  in  commerce  and 
business,  specializing  in  banking.  Upon  completing  this  course  in  1919.  he 
worked  for  a  short  time  conducting  a  store  in  Poskin,  in  this  county,  and  for 
a  short  time  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Almena  State  Bank,  in  Almena,  this 
county.  Aug.  1,  1919,  he  took  up  the  duties  of  his  present  position.  Under  his 
management  the  bank  experienced  a  decided  advance.  He  is  regarded  as  a 
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most  admirable  man  for  the  position,  he  is  a  sound  financier,  he  is  of  genial 
temperament,  he  has  a  capacity  for  hard  work,  he  has  known  local  conditions 
since  early  boyhood,  his  patrons  are  his  friends,  and  he  has  the  confidence  of 
all  with  whom  he  deals.  His  personality  is  a  part  of  the  success  with  which 
the  institution  has  met,  and  under  his  capable  direction  it  is  forging  ahead  to 
still  greater  possibilities.  In  addition  to  the  usual  banking  business,  the  insti¬ 
tution  handles  various  lines  of  insurance,  and  Mr.  Johnson  is  proving  himself 
most  admirably  suited  to  success  in  this  branch  also.  Aside  from  being  a 
stockholder  in  the  bank  of  which  he  is  cashier,  he  is  also  interested  in  the 
Bank  of  Campia.  His  business  holdings  include  a  part  ownership  in  a  tract 
of  620  acres  near  Radisson,  in  Sawyer  County,  this  state. 

Albert  Curt,  a  well  known  resident  of  Almena  village,  was  born  in  Germany 
Aug.  4,  1860,  oldest  of  the  five  children  of  Wilhelm  and  Fredericka  (Hessa) 
Curt,  who  spent  the  span  of  their  years  in  the  old  country.  He  was  educated 
in  the  government  schools  and  performed  the  required  military  service,  being 
released  from  the  army  in  1881.  In  1883  he  married  Henriette  Malke,  also  a 
native  of  Germany.  He  came  to  America  in  1892,  with  his  wife  and  three 
children,  Herman,  Clara  and  Ida,  and  located  at  Almena,  in  Barron  County. 
His  first  work  was  loading  62  cars  of  wood.  His  hands  were  soft  and  before 
the  arduous  task  was  completed  they  were  raw  and  blistered,  and  his  body 
was  lame  and  sore.  He  secured  a  tract  of  land  in  Clinton  Township,  and  there 
started  farming.  A  log  cabin  was  standing  on  the  place  and  five  or  six  acres 
had  been  cleared.  When  he  moved  onto  it  his  farm  animals  consisted  of  a 
team  of  horses,  a  team  of  oxen,  an  old  cow  and  five  heifers.  He  began  to  clear 
up  the  place,  erected  some  buildings,  and  was  just  getting  where  he  could 
see  success  in  sight,  when  the  forest  fires  swept  everything  away.  But  un¬ 
daunted,  he  started  in  again.  Upon  selling  his  farm  he  bought  a  seven-acre 
tract,  now  known  as  Curtiss  Hill,  at  the  edge  of  Almena  Village,  and  there 
put  up  a  modern  home  and  farmed  on  a  small  scale.  Later  he  sold  out  and 
moved  to  Almena  Village  where  he  now  resides.  He  is  practically  retired 
from  the  more  active  duties  of  life,  but  keeps  busy  and  in  touch  with  business 
life  by  serving  as  mail  man.  He  and  his  family  are  members  of  the  German 
Lutheran  Church.  In  addition  to  the  three  children  named,  two  more,  Frieda 
and  Metta,  were  born  in  this  county.  Herman  is  connected  with  the  Almena 
Creamery  at  Almena.  Clara  is  the  wife  of  J.  F.  Banyon  of  Minneapolis,  Minn. 
Ida  died  in  1908.  Frieda  is  the  wife  of  Albert  Daeka  of  Minneapolis,  Minn. 
Metta  is  the  wife  of  Ernest  Nelson  of  Minneapolis. 

The  Almena  Creamery  and  Cheese  Factory  was  built  in  1918  by  Herman 
A.  Curt,  who  is  still  the  sole  owner  and  proprietor.  The  building  is  a  one 
story  structure,  40  by  80  feet,  located  just  north  of  the  railroad  station,  and 
equipped  with  modern  appliances.  The  creamery  department  has  two  cream 
pasturizing  vats  with  a  capacity  of  400  gallons  each,  a  power  churn  and 
butter  workers  with  a  capacity  of  600  pounds,  and  other  conveniences.  The 
cheese  department  has  two  vats  with  a  combined  capacity  of  10,000  pounds, 
a  separator  with  a  capacity  of  4,000  pounds,  cheese  presses  and  the  lik^,  while 
the  curing  room  has  a  capacity  of  3,000  pounds.  The  entire  plant  is  operated 
with  electricity  and  steam.  The  daily  intake  in  the  busy  season  is  about  11,000 
pounds  of  milk  for  cheese,  and  about  3,000  pounds  of  butterfat.  The  butter 
which  is  of  a  high  grade,  is  put  up  in  prints  and  in  tubs,  the  prints  being 
sold  mostly  in  this  and  neighboring  villages,  and  the  tubs  principally  in 
the  New  York  markets.  The  cheese,  which  is  of  the  brick  variety  exclusively, 
is  shipped  to  supply  the  wholesale  and  retail  trade  in  Wisconsin  and  Min¬ 
nesota.  Mr.  Curt  has  had  long  experience  in  the  dairy-products  line,  and  his 
helpers  are  all  skilled  men.  His  cheese  and  butter  enjoys  the  highest  repu¬ 
tation,  and  Mr.  Curt  is  known  for  fair  dealing,  both  to  those  from  whom  he 
buys  and  those  to  whom  he  sells. 

Herman  A.  Curt,  proprietor  of  the  Almena  Creamery  and  Cheese  Factory  at 
Almena,  was  born  in  Germany  Nov.  26,  1886,  the  son  of  Albert  and  Henrietta 
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Curt.  He  was  brought  to  America  in  1892  and  was  reared  in  the  vicinity  of  Ai- 
mena.  In  1904  he  took  a  course  in  the  agricultural  department  of  the  University 
of  Wisconsin.  With  this  preparation  he  began  his  career  by  working  as  an 
apprentice  to  Charles  Kaemmer,  a  butter  maker  at  Almena.  Then  he  worked 
as  a  butter  maker  at  Bellville,  Illinois;  Barney,  North  Dakota;  New  Rich¬ 
mond,  St.  Croix  County,  this  state;  and  Cumberland,  in  this  county.  He 
built  his  present  factory  at  Almena  in  1918.  At  first  he  made  cheese 
exclusively,  but  he  is  now  turning  his  attention  more  and  more  to  butter 
making.  Mr.  Curt  was  married  May  12,  1909,  at  Almena,  to  Ollie  S.  Miller, 
born  at  Elmore,  Minn.,  on  Jan.  29,  1890,  the  daughter  of  August  and  Emelie 
Miller.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Curt  have  three  children:  Alenora,  Albert  and  Loretta. 

Ole  A.  Eggen,  who,  since  his  arrival  in  Barron  County  eleven  years  ago, 
has  made  good  progress  in  the  development  of  a  farm  and  is  now  recognized 
as  a  substantial  citizen,  was  born  in  Norway  July  1,  1865,  son  of  Andrew 
and  Barbara  (Peterson)  Nelson,  who  were  also  natives  of  that  country. 
The  father,  who  was  a  carpenter,  came  to  the  United  States  in  1890,  settling 
in  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  where  he  followed  his  trade  for  three  years.  In  1893 
he  went  to  Jackson,  Minn.,  and  died  there  in  January,  1895,  of  the  same  year. 
His  wife,  Barbara,  had  died  in  Norway  on  Aug.  11,  1887.  They  had  nine 
children,  of  whom  seven  are  now  living,  namely:  Andrew  (deceased),  Mary, 
Peter,  Christina  and  Ole  J.,  who  are  still  living  in  Norway;  Ole  A.,  subject 
of  this  sketch;  Margaret,  now  Mrs.  Troan  of  Clinton  Township,  Barron 
County;  Anna,  living  in  Barron,  Wis.,  now  Mrs.  C.  Olson,  and  another  Anna, 
who  is  deceased.  Ole  A.  Eggen  attended  school  in  his  native  land,  where 
he  later  learned  the  stone  mason’s  trade.  He  followed  it  there  until  1891, 
in  which  year  he  came  to  America,  locating  in  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  where  he 
worked  for  two  years  in  a  packing  plant.  In  the  fall  of  1893  he  went  to 
Jackson,  Minn.,  and  in  that  city  remained  fifteen  years,  working  at  his  trade 
there  until  1910.  He  then  came  to  Barron  County,  Wis.,  and  bought  70  acres 
of  wild  land  in  sections  5  and  8,  Clinton  Township,  which  place  he  has  since 
been  engaged  in  developing.  He  erected  a  small  house,  a  barn  34  by  60 
feet,  and  other  out-buildings,  and  has  cleared  25  acres  of  the  land.  He 
follows  mixed  farming  and  dairying,  disposing  of  his  cream  to  the  Barron 
Creamery  Co.  His  cattle  are  Guernseys.  Mr.  Eggen  was  married  in  Norway 
Nov.  1,  1889,  to  Mary  Moe,  who  was  born  in  that  country  June  30,  1867, 
daughter  of  Ingbright  and  Barbara  Moe.  Her  parents,  who  have  both  passed 
away,  had  five  children,  of  whom  the  two  first  born  are  now  dead.  Those 
living  are:  Peter,  who  is  in  Saskatchewan,  Canada;  Mary,  wife  of  Ole  A. 
Egger,  and  Severt,  who  is  in  Norway.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Egger  have  an  adopted 
daughter,  Eline,  who  was  born  Dec.  31,  1896,  in  Jackson,  Minn.  They  are 
consistent  members  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Charles  F.  Stout,  of  Rice  Lake,  Wisconsin,  was  born  at  Cedar  Springs, 
Mich.,  April  15,  1866.  He  is  the  son  of  Oscar  and  Elizabeth  A.  (Benham) 
Stout.  He  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Cedar  Springs  and 
Evart,*Mich.,  and  the  Ferris  Institute  of  Big  Rapids,  Mich.,  and  for  business 
purposes  took  a  course  in  law,  and  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  the  age 
of  twenty-one.  For  many  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  and 
came  to  Rice  Lake  as  manager  of  the  Rice  Lake  Lumber  Company.  He  was 
in  the  Wisconsin  Legislature  in  1907  when  he  introduced  and  was  sponsor 
for  the  Public  Utility  Bill  that  became  a  law  and  was  so  widely  copied  by 
other  states.  Mr.  Stout  was  married  October  19,  1892,  to  Lila  J.  Alexander, 
of  Evart,  Mich.,  and  to  them  were  born  three  children,  Clarence  O.,  Mary 
Lwellyn,  who  became  Mrs.  Oliver  Mauseth,  and  H.  Marshall.  Mr.  Stout 
was  actively  connected  with  the  Rice  Lake  Commercial  Club  and  interested 
in  the  development  of  his  home  city,  County  of  Barron  and  Northern 
Wisconsin. 

Clarence  O.  Stout,  one  of  the  rising  young  business  men  of  Rice  Lake, 
was  born  at  Evart,  Mich.,  Sept.  18,  1893,  son  of  Charles  F.  and  Lila  J. 
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(Alexander)  Stout.  He  received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Evart,  Mich.,  and  Westboro,  Wis.,  and  was  graduated  from  the  Rice  Lake 
High  School  in  the  class  of  1912.  In  1914  he  was  graduated  from  the  Ferris 
Institute  at  Big  Rapids,  Mich.  For  a  while  he  was  employed  as  accountant 
by  the  First  National  Bank  of  Rice  Lake,  and  then  became  city  reporter  for 
the  Rice  Lake  Journal.  In  1915  he  became  accountant  and  salesman  for 
the  Automatic  Trip  Carrier  Manufacturing  Co.  He  is  now  associated  with 
his  father  in  the  cigar  business,  being  vice  president  of  the  Bear  Cat  Cigar 
Co.  and  secretary  and  general  manager  of  the  Stout  Cigar  Manufacturing 
Co.,  spending  a  part  of  his  time  on  the  road  for  this  company.  Mr.  Stout 
joined  the  Wisconsin  National  Guard  in  1910  as  a  private  in  Co.  A,  Third 
W.  N.  G.,  later  the  Machine  Gun  Company  of  Third  Wisconsin  Infantry. 
On  March  26,  1917,  this  company  was  called  into  the  Federal  service  and 
placed  on  duty  at  Superior,  Wis.,  and  on  the  declaration  of  war  was  ordered 
into  active  service.  Mr.  Stout  entered  the  First  Officers’  Training  Camp 
at  Fort  Sheridan,  Ill.,  on  May  28,  1917,  and  was  commissioned  first  lieutenant 
of  infantry  July  7,  1917,  and  assigned  to  the  Sixth  Wisconsin  Infantry  at 
its  organization.  In  October,  1917,  he  was  transferred  as  adjutant  to  the 
119th  Machine  Gun  Battalion,  and  in  December,  1917,  to  the  127th  Infantry 
of  the  32nd  Division,  with  which  unit  he  that  month  went  to  France.  He 
was  transferred  to  the  general  staff  of  the  32nd  Division  in  August,  1918, 
and  was  with  that  division  in  the  Army  of  Occupation,  and  in  May,  1919, 
was  assigned  to  duty  at  the  Allied  Peace  Conference,  Paris.  He  returned 
to  the  United  States  in  October,  1919,  and  was  discharged  at  Camp  Dodge 
October  2nd,  of  that  year.  He  now  holds  a  commission  as  captain  in  the 
infantry  reserves.  His  war  service  consists  of  active  participation  in  the 
battles  of  the  Aisne-Mame,  the  Oise-Aisne,  St.  Mihiel  and  the  Meuse- 
Argonne,  and  in  the  occupation  of  the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine.  Mr.  Stout 
was  married  June  16,  1917,  to  Dorothy  K.  Scharlau,  of  Rice  Lake. 

Martin  Carlson  is  one  of  the  most  honored  and  venerated  citizens  of 
Barron  County.  Coming  here  with  nothing  but  his  health  and  courage,  he  has 
built  up  a  beautiful  estate,  around  him  have  settled  his  descendants,  and  few 
men  are  held  in  such  absolute  honor,  respect  and  love.  His  children  and 
grandchildren  hold  themselves  fortunate  to  have  such  a  forbear,  and  his 
friends  and  associates  are  honored  in  having  his  acquaintance.  He  has 
watched  this  region  develop  from  a  wilderness,  he  has  seen  the  rigors  of 
pioneer  life,  and  the  prosperity  of  the  present  day,  and  in  the  great  forward 
movement  he  has  had  his  full  share  and  part.  He  has  been  a  hard  working, 
industrious  man,  all  his  adult  years,  he  has  always  represented  everything  that 
is  good  and  just,  and  he  is  well  deserving  of  all  the  pleasant  things  of  life 
that  his  perseverance  has  brought  him.  He  is  of  genial  temperament,  of  kindly 
and  equitable  disposition,  and  upright  and  faithful  in  every  department  of 
human  life.  Martin  Carlson  was  born  in  Norway  Sept.  12,  1849,  and  was  there 
reared  and  educated.  As  a  youth  he  became  a  sailor,  and  visited  many  of  the 
important  ports  of  Northern  Europe.  In  1869  he  started  out  for  America  and 
after  a  long  voyage  of  nine  weeks  landed  in  Quebec,  from  which  city  he  found 
his  way  to  Milwaukee.  Having  by  that  time  used  up  all  his  funds  he  borrowed 
money  from  friends  he  had  known  in  the  old  country  and  continued  on  his 
way  to  Eau  Claire,  Eau  Claire  County,  Wis.,  where  a  brother,  Anton,  had  pre¬ 
ceded  him.  For  some  years  he  worked  in  sawmills,  flourmills  and  in  the  lumber 
woods.  In  the  interim  of  this  work  he  spent  three  months  in  the  state  of 
Washington.  While  thus  working  at  whatever  his  hand  could  find  to  do,  he 
made  his  plans  for  the  establishment  of  his  permanent  home.  Accordingly  in 
1876  he  bought  240  acres  of  wild  land  in  section  16,  Dovre  Township,  and  as 
time  permitted,  erected  a  log  cabin,  14  by  22  feet.  In  1878  he  moved  into  this 
cabin,  with  his  wife  and  three  children.  At  first  his  domestic  animals  con¬ 
sisted  of  a  yoke  of  oxen  and  two  cows,  and  his  equipment  consisted  of  a  few 
crude  tools.  Hardships  were  many,  comforts  were  few,  luxuries  were  unknown. 
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But  Mr.  Carlson  and  his  wife  were  young,  they  had  hope  and  courage,  and 
they  were  looking  to  the  future.  While  Mr.  Carlson  was  clearing  up  the  brush, 
raising  what  crops  he  could,  carting  his  wheat  to  Eau  Claire  with  an  ox  team, 
bringing  provisions  in  on  his  back,  sometimes  working  in  the  woods  for  neigh¬ 
bors  to  earn  a  little  money,  and  attending  to  official  town  and  school  affairs, 
Mrs.  Carlson  was  looking  after  the  garden,  tending  to  her  household  duties, 
doing  the  chores  about  the  house,  rearing  the  babies  to  husky  childhood,  and 
spinning  yarn  and  knitting  socks  and  mittens  for  her  husband  and  children. 
By  thus  working  together  they  built  up  a  good  place  and  established  a  fine 
home.  At  one  time  they  owned  as  high  as  eighteen  forty-acre  tracts.  Being 
a  man  of  strong  personality,  it  was  natural  that  Mr.  Carlson  should  early  have 
been  called  upon  to  serve  in  public  office.  He  served  for  some  years  as  chair¬ 
man  and  as  a  member  of  the  sideboard,  when  Dover  and  Chetek  constituted 
one  township.  He  was  a  member  of  the  school  board  for  over  a  quarter  of  a 
century.  For  over  forty  years  he  has  been  an  officer  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran 
Church  at  Dovre.  Mrs.  Carlson  died  in  June,’  1910.  She  was  a  loyal  wife,  a 
devoted  mother,  a  kind  neighbor  and  a  good  friend,  a  worthy  helpmate  in  every 
respect,  and  her  memory  will  be  forever  cherished  by  the  whole  community 
as  well  as  her  family.  Mr.  Carlson  still  lives  on  the  farm,  but  is  practically 
retired  from  the  more  strenuous  duties  of  farm  life.  Mr.  Carlson  was  married 
June  7,  1873,  at  Eau  Claire,  Wis.,  to  Ingrid  Stene,  who  was  born  in  Norway 
June  6,  1849,  and  came  to  America  in  1868  with  her  brother,  Ole  Stene.  This 
union  was  blessed  with  seven  children:  Anna,  Marie,  Carl  J.,  Christian  G., 
Ida,  Sigurd  A.  and  Hilda.  Anna  died  at  the  age  of  six  years.  Marie  lives  on 
the  home  place  and  keeps  house  for  her  father.  Carl  J.  is  dead.  Christian 
G.  lives  on  the  home  farm.  Ida  is  the  wife  of  Norman  Hansen,  of  Dovre 
Township.  Sigurd  A.  lives  in  Dovre  Township.  Hilda  is  dead. 

Carl  Joseph  Carlson,  now  deceased,  a  highly  esteemed  and  respected 
farmer  of  section  16,  Dovre  Township,  spent  all  of  his  years  from  early  infancy 
on  that  section,  and  became  one  of  the  most  popular  men  in  the  community. 
He  was  a  native  of  this  state,  born  in  Eau  Claire  Aug.  1,  1877,  the  son  of 
Martin  and  Ingrid  (Stene)  Carlson.  He  was  brought  to  Barron  County  as 
an  infant,  and  was  here  reared  and  educated,  learning  farm  pursuits  from  his 
father.  In  1905  he  formed  a  partnership  with  his  brothers,  Sigurd  A.  and 
Christian  G.,  and  the  three  brothers  operated  nearly  a  whole  section  of  their 
father’s  farm.  By  hard  work,  intelligently  applied,  the  three  young  men 
prospered  and  continued  the  development  started  by  their  father.  In  time 
a  set  of  modern  buildings  was  erected  for  Carl  Joseph  and  a  set  for  Sigurd 
A.,  while  Christian  G.  continued  to  occupy  the  home  buildings.  In  1912  the 
partnership  was  dissolved.  At  that  time  Carl  Joseph  obtained  300  acres. 
This  he  continued  to  operate  and  develop  for  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He 
carried  on  general  farming  and  dairying  and  made  a  specialty  of  raising 
Durham  cattle  and  Poland  China  swine.  His  financial  holdings  included 
stock  in  the  Co-operative  Mercantile  Co.  at  Chetek  and  in  the  farmers’  potato 
warehouse  there.  In  public  life,  he  naturally  took  an  active  interest  in  the 
affairs  of  the  town  where  he  had  spent  the  most  of  his  life,  and  for  some 
years  he  was  a  valued  member  of  the  town  board.  After  a  useful  life  worthily 
spent,  he  died  May  27,  1917,  and  his  loss  was  sincerely  mourned.  Mr.  Carlson 
from  boyhood  up  lived  worthily,  that  which  he  accomplished  he  did  well,  he 
was  a  man  of  even  temperament,  a  loyal  son  and  brother,  a  faithful  husband, 
a  loving  father,  and  a  good  citizen  and  friend.  He  was  married  Nov.  15,  1902, 
to  Anna  Josephine  Aronson,  who  was  born  in  Norway  March  10,  1880,  the 
daughter  of  Frank  and  Annetta  (Jergeson)  Aronson,  who  brought  the  family 
from  that  country  to  America  in  1893  and  settled  in  Polk  County,  this  state, 
for  six  years,  later  moving  to  Hayward,  in  Sawyer  County,  this  state,  where 
they  lived  for  twenty  years.  Then  they  came  to  Barron  County  for  a  while 
and  lived  five  years  in  Dovre  Township,  but  later  returned  to  Hayward,  where 
they  now  reside.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carlson  had  eight  children:  Martin,  Agnes, 
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Irene  (died  at  the  age  of  eight  years  and  four  months),  John  D.,  Sigurd  R., 
Mary  Catherine,  Henry  Alfred,  Harold  V.  and  Norman  Conrad.  The  family 
faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

John  Carlson,  now  deceased,  was  for  many  years  an  estimable  citizen  of 
section  31,  west,  Dovre  Township.  He  was  in  every  respect  a  good  citizen, 
a  generous  neighbor,  a  hard  worker,  and  an  upright  man,  and  his  memory 
will  long  continue  to  be  honored.  He  found  his  deepest  joy  in  his  family,  and 
in  his  large  number  of  children  and  grand  children  he  took  much  pride  and 
satisfaction.  He  was  born  in  Sweden  April  22,  1847,  the  son  of  Carl  and 
Mary  Johnson,  who  spent  the  span  of  their  years  on  a  farm  in  Sweden. 
Reared  and  educated  in  Sweden  John  remained  there  until  1875,  when  he  and 
his  brother,  Otto,  came  to  America.  He  had  barely  enough  to  get  to 
Menomonie  in  Dunn  County,  this  state,  where  for  some  years  he  worked  on 
farms  at  a  very  small  wage.  In  1881  he  brought  his  wife  and  oldest  child, 
Otto,  to  Barron  County  and  settled  on  section  31,  west,  Dovre  Township.  He 
drove  in  by  ox  team  and  moved  into  a  log  house  which  he  built,  13  by  20  feet. 
Their  equipment  was  of  the  most  meagre.  Their  bed  and  table  were  home 
made,  their  only  seats  were  sawed  off  logs.  Trading  points  were  far  away. 
Sometimes  he  brought  provisions  on  his  back  from  as  far  away  as  Eau  Claire, 
and  sometimes  his  wife  walked  to  Sand  Creek  after  supplies  of  immediate 
necessity.  These  early  privations  and  hardships  were  in  time  rewarded  with 
a  full  measure  of  prosperity.  He  added  to  his  possessions  until  he  owned 
240  acres,  he  remodelled  the  log  house  into  a  comfortable  residence,  he  built 
a  good  barn  34  by  60  feet  with  a  21  by  32  lean-to,  and  he  also  put  up  other 
suitable  buildings.  He  was  interested  in  co-operative  effort  and  had  shares 
in  the  Spring  Hill  Creamery,  and  in  the  creamery  and  store  at  Sand  Creek. 
After  a  useful  and  well  spent  life,  he  died  April  29,  1921.  His  family  faith 
was  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church.  Mr.  Carlson  was  married  Aug. 
16,  1879,  to  Ellen  Lund,  who  was  born  in  Denmark  May  26,  1861,  the  daughter 
of  Andrew  and  Anna  Lund.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  thirteen  chil¬ 
dren:  Otto,  of  Dovre  Township;  Hilda,  wife  of  John  Selling,  of  Chippewa 
County;  Selma,  wife  of  John  Larson,  of  Eau  Claire;  Elga,  wife  of  Charles 
Peterson,  of  New  Auburn;  Sophie,  wife  of  Arthur  Lawrence,  of  Minneapolis; 
Elma,  wife  of  Earl  Clausen,  of  Minneapolis;  Velve,  Hildor,  John,  Theodore, 
Edna,  Otis  and  Christina,  all  at  home.  There  are  eighteen  grand  children. 

Harold  Hanson,  for  many  years  identified  with  the  lumbering  operations 
of  north-central  Wisconsin,  was  born  in  Christiania,  Norway,  in  1837,  and 
came  to  Wisconsin  as  a  young  man  of  sixteen  years.  He  was  an  expert  sawer 
and  worked  for  such  concerns  as  the  Esterbrook-Prescott  Lumber  Co.,  the 
Burdick-Porter  Lumber  Co.,  and  the  Valley  Lumber  Co.,  with  which  last 
named  concern  he  remained  for  twenty-two  years.  In  time  he  took  a  home¬ 
stead  in  Dunn  County  and  spent  his  summers  developing  and  operating  it, 
while  working  as  a  sawer  during  the  lumbering  seasons.  He  is  now  deceased. 
His  wife  is  living  at  the  age  of  sixty-three.  Of  their  eleven  children,  four 
died  in  infancy,  and  seven,  Carl  Oscar,  Ida,  Arthur,  Laura,  Mabel,  Helmar 
and  Lydia  have  lived  to  adult  years. 

Carl  Oscar  Hanson,  better  known  as  Oscar  C.  Hanson,  is  one  of  the  leaders 
in  Dovre  Township.  He  was  born  in  Eau  Claire,  Wis.,  July  6,  1875,  the  son 
of  Harold  and  Louisa  (Sanvig)  Hanson.  He  was  reared  and  educated  in  his 
native  city  and  as  a  youth  became  a  shingle  weaver,  an  occupation  he  followed 
in  mills  in  various  parts  of  Wisconsin  for  several  years.  In  1903  he  purchased 
his  present  farm  in  section  14,  Dovre  Township.  Some  of  the  eighty  acres 
had  already  been  broken,  but  no  buildings  had  been  erected.  He  has  continued 
the  breaking  and  has  developed  a  good  place,  well  fenced  and  well  stocked 
with  tools,  implements  and  machinery.  The  comfortable  frame  house  was 
erected  in  1904  and  the  good  barn,  36  by  60  feet,  with  full  basement,  was  put 
up  in  1916.  The  other  buildings  have  been  erected  as  necessity  has  required. 
Here  Mr.  Hanson  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  having  a  good 
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herd  of  graded  Durhams.  He  is  active  in  everything  that  pertains  to  the 
growth  and  progress  of  the  community,  is  clerk  of  the  Chetek  Co-operative 
Shipping  Association,  a  director  in  the  Spring  Hill  Creamery  Co.,  and  a  stock¬ 
holder  in  the  Farmers’  Co-operative  Store  of  Chetek.  He  and  his  family  are 
loyal  supporters  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church  at  Dovre,  of  which  he  is 
one  of  the  trustees.  Mr.  Hanson  was  married  Nov.  12,  1898,  to  Hannah  Tiller, 
born  Dec.  4,  1875,  in  Dovre  Township,  this  county,  in  the  pioneer  log  cabin 
of  her  parents,  John  and  Martha  (Amundson)  Tiller.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hanson 
have  two  children:  Mildred  Lorana  and  Howard  Alexander.  Mildred  was 
graduated  from  the  Chetek  High  School  and  completed  her  studies  with  a 
year’s  training  at  the  Teachers’  Training  School  at  Rice  Lake,  and  for  three 
years  prior  to  her  marriage  taught  school.  She  was  married  July  21,  1916, 
to  Thorvald  Moe  of  Chetek. 

John  Cronick,  a  hard  working  and  industrious  farmer  of  section  1,  west, 
Dovre  Township,  where  he  is  the  proprietor  of  the  well-kept  and  prosperous 
Lakeview  Farm,  was  born  in  Polen,  Germany,  May  7,  1869,  the  son  of  Joseph 
and  Louise  Cronick.  John  lost  his  mother  when  he  was  young  and  for  a  few 
years  attended  school  in  Germany.  In  1879  the  father  started  for  America, 
bringing  his  motherless  son,  then  but  ten  years  of  age.  They  found  their  way 
to  Chippewa  Falls,  in  Chippewa  County,  this  state,  and  from  there  walked  to 
Chetek,  in  this  county.  The  boy  made  his  home  with  the  families  of  August 
Kwellek  and  John  Kleve,  in  Dovre  Township,  while  the  father  worked  in  the 
flour  mills  at  Chetek,  and  then  in  the  lumber  woods  and  in  sawmills  for  Knapp, 
Stout  &  Co.  He  then  married  Kate  Maternoskey  and  they  established  a  home 
for  themselves  and  the  boy  in  Chetek.  For  a  while  the  father  was  in  business 
in  Chetek,  and  then  bought  a  farm  in  Chetek  Township,  where  he  farmed  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  He  died  in  Chetek  at  the  age  of  74  and  his  wife  died 
a  few  months  later  at  the  age  of  fifty-four.  She  bore  him  two  children,  Michael 
and  Clara.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  attended  school  at  Chetek  for  a  while, 
worked  on  farms  and  as  a  railroad  section  man,  being  promoted  until  he 
became  section  foreman  for  the  “Soo”  with  headquarters  at  Dunbar,  in  Mari¬ 
nette  County.  Then  he  took  up  farming  as  a  renter.  In  1899  he  bought  his 
present  farm  of  149  acres,  which  was  then  all  wild.  He  built  a  log  house 
of  one  room  with  a  lean-to  for  a  kitchen,  and  started  farming  with  a  few 
small  tools.  At  first  their  domestic  animals  consisted  of  a  cow  and  a  horse. 
With  this  beginning  he  developed  a  good  farm.  In  1917  he  built  a  comfortable 
eight-room  house  and  a  barn  32  by  60  feet.  He  now  successfully  carries  on 
general  farming  and  dairying  and  raises  Holstein  and  Guernsey  cattle.  He 
takes  pride  in  his  home,  his  farm  and  his  family,  and  in  every  way  measures 
up  to  the  full  standard  of  a  good  citizen.  He  and  his  family  are  earnest  sup¬ 
porters  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  at  Chetek,  and  he  is  now  serving  as 
its  secretary  and  one  of  its  trustees.  Mr.  Cronick  was  married  on  Dec.  12,  1889, 
to  Rosa  Krecominski,  born  in  Polen,  Germany,  March  31,  1873.  This  union 
has  been  blessed  with  thirteen  children:  Anna  is  the  wife  of  Alex.  Wise,  of 
Armstrong  Creek,  Wis.;  Martin  is  telegraph  operator  for  the  “Soo”  line  at 
Cardigan  Junction;  Joseph  is  an  operator  for  the  “Soo”  line  at  Rapid  River, 
Mich.;  Henry  is  also  employed  by  the  “Soo”  line;  and  Paul,  Clara,  Michael, 
Theodore,  Rosa  and  Violet  are  at  home.  Frank,  Stephen  and  an  unnamed 
infant  are  dead. 

Casper  Christianson,  an  enterprising  farmer  of  section  22,  Dovre  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  Norway  Oct.  25,  1881,  the  son  of  Charles  and  Andre  Chris¬ 
tianson,  also  natives  of  that  country.  They  brought  their  four  children: 
Casper,  Carl  (who  died  at  the  age  of  nine  years),  Augusta  and  Minda,  to  the 
United  States  in  1882,  their  first  born  son,  likewise  named  Casper,  having  died 
in  the  old  country  at  the  age  of  one  year.  They  settled  first  on  a  farm  in  Dunn 
County,  this  state,  and  from  there  came  to  Barron  County  in  1883,  and  took 
a  homestead  of  wild  land  in  section  30,  east,  Dovre  Township.  They  erected  a 
frame  house  and  a  slab  barn,  and  started  farming  with  a  yoke  of  oxen.  For 


Digitized  by  GoOglC 


HISTORY  OF  BARRON  COUNTY 


663 


a  time  they  had  much  to  contend  with,  but  after  a  while  developed  a  good 
place  and  achieved  success.  There  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives, 
the  father  dying  in  January,  1919,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one,  and  the  mother 
in  1915  at  the  age  of  fifty-four.  In  addition  to  the  five  children  born  in  Nor¬ 
way,  there  were  born  in  this  country  seven:  Anna,  Oscar,  Carrie,  Matilda, 
Tena,  Torfin  and  Ingwald.  Casper  was  reared  in  this  township  and  attended 
the  old  log  schoolhouse  in  the  neighborhood.  He  learned  farming  from  his 
father,  and  as  a  young  man  farmed  for  relatives  for  several  years.  In  1901 
he  bought  his  present  farm  of  120  acres  and  moved  onto  it  in  1911.  Twenty- 
five  acres  had  been  broken,  but  no  buildings  had  been  erected.  He  erected 
a  set  of  good  buildings,  including  a  beautiful  bungalow  residence  completed 
in  the  fall  of  1921.  He  has  about  fifty-five  acres  broken  and  successfully 
carries  on  general  farming  and  stock  raising.  He  is  one  of  the  substantial, 
hard  working  men  of  the  community  and  is  in  excellent  standing  with  all 
who  know  him.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers’  Store  Co.  at  Chetek.  His 
religious  faith,  like  that  of  his  parents  before  him,  is  that  of  the  Norwegian 
Lutheran  Church. 

Andrew  Agerli,  better  known  as  Andrew  Lee,  a  representative  farmer  of 
section  2,  Dovre  Township,  was  born  in  Norway  May  13,  1865,  one  of  the  nine 
children  of  Christian  and  Martha  Agerli,  who  spent  the  span  of  their  years 
on  a  farm  in  Norway.  He  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native  land  and 
came  to  America  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  in  1887,  borrowing  the  money  to 
make  the  trip.  He  joined  friends  in  Fillmore  County,  Minn.,  and  there  took 
up  farm  work  for  several  years.  In  1902  he  came  to  Barron  County  and 
bought  40  acres  of  brush  land  in  section  2,  Dovre  Township,  moving  his  wife 
and  two  children  into  a  homesteader’s  shack  which  stood  on  the  place.  With 
this  beginning  he  has  built  up  a  good  farm  and  has  won  a  fair  degree  of 
success  in  life.  He  now  owns  180  acres,  well  improved  and  well  tilled,  where 
he  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  making  a  specialty  of  Holstein 
cattle.  He  is  interested  in  everything  that  is  for  the  best  interests  of  the 
community  and  is  willing  to  take  his  share  in  every  worthy  cause.  He  helped 
to  organize  the  Ideal  Cheese  and  Creamery  Co.  in  Dovre  Township  and  was 
one  of  its  first  directors.  He  is  a  shareholder  in  the  Co-operative  Mercantile 
Co.  and  the  Farmers’  Store  Co.,  both  of  Chetek.  Mr.  Agerli  was  married  at 
Harmony,  Minn.,  Dec.  27,  1897,  to  Mena  Christenson,  who  was  born  in  Norway 
June  26,  1874,  the  daughter  of  Christian  Evenson  and  his  good  wife  Nicolena 
Hanson.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  four  children:  Carl  Magnus, 
Nellie  Pauline,  Alma  and  Amanda.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian 
Lutheran  Church. 

Isaac  Hewitt,  an  early  settler  of  ' Dovre  Township,  and  veteran  of  the  Civil 
War,  was  born  in  Ireland,  the  son  of  James  and  Ellen  Hewitt,  who  brought 
him  to  the  Province  of  Quebec,  Canada,  when  he  was  a  small  boy.  He  was 
reared  in  Canada  and  as  a  young  man  came  to  the  States  and  located  in  La 
Crosse  County,  Wis.  There  his  parents  later  joined  him  and  spent  the 
remainder  of  their  lives.  From  there,  too,  he  enlisted  in  Co.  I,  8th  Wisconsin 
Volunteer  Infantry,  and  did  valiant  service  in  the  Civil  War.  Upon  his  hon¬ 
orable  discharge  he  worked  as  a  farmer,  as  a  lumberman  and  as  a  sawmill  man. 
For  a  time  he  owned  a  flourishing  sawmill  on  Robinson  Creek,  which  flows 
into  the  Black  River,  in  Jackson  County,  this  state.  In  1875  he  located  on 
the  northwest  quarter  of  section  3,  Dovre  Township.  His  wife’s  brother, 
Charles  Dake,  built  a  small  cabin  and  Isaac  Hewitt  bought  the  homestead 
right  of  Mr.  Dake’s  widow.  His  own  brother,  George  Hewitt,  drove  the  wife 
and  three  children,  William  E.,  Tena  and  Ida,  up  from  La  Crosse  County.  At 
first  the  family  had  but  little  to  do  with  and  it  was  several  months  before 
they  had  a  cow.  In  order  to  support  the  family  before  the  farm  became  pro¬ 
ductive,  Mr.  Hewitt  spent  his  winters  in  the  lumber  woods,  leaving  his  wife 
and  children  at  home.  In  the  summer  he  worked  on  his  farm.  The  nearest 
trading  point  was  at  Sand  Creek,  in  Dunn  County,  ten  miles  away,  and  from 
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there  Mr.  Hewitt  brought  in  flour  on  his  back.  Thus  he  and  his  wife  worked 
to  get  things  started  in  their  new  home.  As  time  passed  their  efforts  were 
rewarded  with  well  deserved  prosperity.  Mr.  Hewitt  added  another  quarter 
section  to  his  holdings,  put  up  good  buildings,  and  developed  a  good  farm. 
Foreseeing  that  dairying  was  to  be  the  most  important  industry  of  this  region 
he  assisted  in  organizing  the  Dallas  Creamery  at  Dallas,  and  continued  active 
in  its  support.  A  man  of  strong  religious  convictions,  he  helped  to  organize 
the  First  Day  Adventist  Church  at  Chetek  and  was  one  of  its  officers.  He 
was  likewise  active  in  the  G.  A.  R.  Post  at  Chetek,  to  which  village,  in  his 
latter  years,  he  retired.  There  he  died  in  1916  at  the  age  of  eighty-four.  His 
wife  died  in  1919  at  the  age  of  seventy-five.  Three  more  children,  Isaac, 
Grace  and  Ellen,  were  born  in  Barron  County. 

William  E.  Hewitt,  an  active  and  leading  farmer  of  section  3,  Dovre 
Township,  was  born  in  La  Crosse  County,  this  state,  Nov.  18,  1867,  the  son  of 
Isaac  and  Malvina  (Dake)  Hewitt,  who  in  1875  brought  him  to  Dovre  Town- 
shop.  He  attended  the  old  log  schoolhouse  in  the  neighborhood,  and  learned 
farming  from  his  father.  As  a  young  man  he  worked  for  several  seasons  in 
the  lumber  woods  winters  and  on  river  drives  in  the  spring.  Gradually  he 
assumed  the  responsibilities  of  the  home  farm.  In  1908  he  took  over  the 
original  quarter  section,  including  the  home  buildings,  and  there  he  has  con¬ 
tinued  to  carry  on  general  farming,  paying  particular  attention  to  Holstein 
cattle  and  Duroc  Jersey  swine.  Aside  from  looking  after  his  work  at  home 
he  has  done  many  things  for  the  benefit  of  the  community.  He  helped  to 
organize  the  Ideal  Cheese  and  Dairy  Co.  in  section  3,  Dovre  Township,  and 
has  served  as  vice  president  and  director.  He  was  one  of  the  original  members 
of  the  Co-operative  Mercantile  Co.  at  Chetek,  and  has  been  active  in  its 
support.  Like  his  father  before  him  he  is  a  firm  adherent  of  the  First  Day 
Adventist  Church  at  Chetek  and  has  served  as  one  of  its  officers.  As  a  parent 
he  is  interested  in  education  and  has  done  good  service  as  a  member  of  the 
school  board.  Mr.  Hewitt  was  married  on  Nov.  26,  1904,  in  Dovre  Township, 
to  Nettie  Rich,  who  was  born  in  Monroe  County,  this  state,  on  Oct.  5,  1884, 
the  daughter  of  Seth  and  Saphrona  Rich.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with 
four  children :  Olive,  Mabel,  Lloyd  and  Viola,  all  living  at  home. 

Greger  Gregerson,  an  early  settler  of  Dovre  Township,  was  born  in  Nor¬ 
way  July  24,  1822,  and  was  there  reared  and  educated.  He  was  married  there 
to  Asloug  Knudsdatter,  who  was  born  March  31,  1831.  In  the  early  sixties 
they  set  out  with  their  daughter,  Anna,  to  try  their  fortunes  in  the  New  World. 
Weather  conditions  were  unfavorable,  the  voyage  lasted  fourteen  weeks,  and 
in  the  meantime  the  daughter,  Anna,  died.  The  bereaved  parents  found  their 
way  to  Manitou  Island,  off  the  northern  arm  of  the  Upper  Peninsula  of 
Michigan.  There  he  engaged  for  several  years  in  cutting  wood.  From  there 
they  went  to  Dunn  County,  Wis.,  and  located  on  the  Little  L  Creek.  In  1870 
they  came  to  Barron  County  and  located  on  160  acres  of  wild  land  in  section 
34.  He  built  a  log  cabin  and  a  straw  shed  and  started  to  clear  up  the  land. 
He  had  but  little  to  work  with  except  his  hands.  Provisions  had  to  be  brought 
in  on  his  back  from  Bloomer  and  Eau  Claire,  many  miles  away.  His  wife 
carded  and  spun  wool,  and  knit  mittens,  stockings  and  jackets  for  the  family. 
To  the  development  of  this  farm  they  devoted  the  remainder  of  their  lives  and 
became  well  known  people  in  the  community.  Mr.  Gregerson  died  in  the  fall 
of  1890.  His  wife  died  Dec.  14,  1904.  They  were  firm  believers  in  the  Nor¬ 
wegian  Lutheran  Church,  and  early  services  of  that  denomination  were  held 
in  their  home.  They  had  four  children  born  in  Michigan:  Anna  (deceased), 
Louise  (deceased);  Greger,  of  Dovre  Township;  and  Ole,  who  lives  on  the 
home  place. 

Ole  Gregerson,  an  estimable  farmer  of  section  34,  Dovre  Township,  was 
born  in  Manitou  Island,  off  the  northern  arm  of  the  Upper  Peninsula  of  Michi¬ 
gan,  Sept.  1,  1864,  the  son  of  Greger  and  Asloug,  who  brought  him  to  Barron 
County  when  he  was  a  small  boy.  He  was  reared  on  the  home  farm,  learned 
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farming  from  his  father  and  attended  the  old  log  schoolhouse  on  the  farm 
now  occupied  by  John  Knutson.  He  now  owns  eighty  acres  of  the  home  place. 
He  built  a  good  house,  a  barn  34  by  60  feet,  and  other  buildings,  and  has 
purchased  suitable  tools,  implements  and  equipment.  He  successfully  carries 
on  general  farming  and  has  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  who  know  him.  He 
is  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers'  Store  Co.  at  Chetek.  He  also  has  other 
interests.  Mr.  Gregerson  was  married  at  Sand  Creek,  Dunn  County,  Dec.  2, 
1892,  to  Ingeborg  Dahl,  who  was  born  in  Norway  Sept.  24,  1862,  the  daughter 
of  Erland  and  Marit  Dahl,  and  came  to  the  United  States  in  1889.  This  union 
has  been  blessed  with  four  children,  Marie,  Gerhard,  Adella  and  Edna.  Marie 
lives  in  Evanston,  Ill.  Gerhard  is  at  home.  He  is  a  popular  and  energetic 
young  man,  and  his  father’s  assistant  on  the  farm.  Adella  is  the  wife  of 
Egbert  Anne,  of  New  Auburn.  Edna  is  at  home. 

John  Knutson,  an  enterprising  and  progressive  farmer  of  section  27,  Dovre 
Township,  was  born  in  a  log  cabin  built  by  his  father  in  section  26,  this  town¬ 
ship,  Dec.  5,  1880,  the  son  of  Halver  and  Carrie  (Olson)  Knutson.  He  was 
reared  to  farm  pursuits  on  the  home  place,  and  was  educated  in  the  log  school- 
house  which  is  still  standing  on  the  place  which  he  now  owns.  For  several 
seasons  he  worked  in  the  logging  woods  in  winter.  When  his  father  died 
he  was  not  yet  of  age,  but  he  assumed  many  of  the  duties  of  looking  after  the 
home  place  and  the  younger  children.  In  1905  he  located  on  a  tract  of  eighty 
acres  in  this  township,  once  owned  by  his  uncle,  Gulick  Knutson.  In  1910 
he  bought  his  present  place  of  160  acres.  This  farm  was  the  homestead  of 
Ole  Thompson,  and  was  later  the  property  of  B.  N.  Thompson.  The  only 
building  standing  on  the  property  when  Mr.  Knutson  purchased  it  was  an  old 
building  originally  built  as  a  schoolhouse.  Mr.  Knutson  has  developed  as 
good  a  farm  as  is  to  be  found  in  the  neighborhood.  He  has  a  fine  set  of 
buildings,  comfortable  and  commodious,  his  acres  are  well  tilled,  productive 
and  substantially  fenced,  his  equipment  in  the  way  of  implements,  tools  and 
machinery  is  of  the  best,  and  his  live  stock  is  all  sleek  and  well  kept.  He 
makes  a  specialty  of  brown  Swiss  cattle  and  has  a  pure  blooded  sire.  His 
swine  are  of  the  Duroc  Jersey  breed.  As  a  native  of  the  town,  it  is  natural 
that  Mr.  Knutson  should  have  taken  the  deepest  interest  in  its  development 
and  progress,  and  he  has  its  welfare  thoroughly  at  heart.  For  seven  years 
he  has  done  most  excellent  work  as  a  member  of  the  school  board.  It  is  inter¬ 
esting  to  note  that  he  attended  the  schoolhouse  which  now  stands  on  his 
place  and  which  he  uses  as  a  chicken  house.  One  spring,  in  1894,  when  Alba 
Lund  was  the  teacher  of  the  school,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  and  some  of  the 
other  children,  transplanted  two  maple  trees  in  the  school  yard.  Little  did 
he  then  think  that  the  years  would  come  when  he  would  build  his  own  home 
on  the  site  where  he  then  conned  his  youthful  lessons,  and  that  his  own  bright 
children  would  play  and  work  and  grow  under  the  shelter  of  the  trees  he  then 
planted.  Within  a  few  rods  of  the  place  is  the  cable  bridge  across  the  Cedar 
River.  This  bridge  is  200  feet  long  and  swings  some  twenty  feet  above  high 
water.  It  is  constructed  of  four  stout  woven  steel  cables,  the  walk  being  made 
of  planks.  This  bridge  is  kept  in  repair  by  the  neighbors  who  find  it  very  con¬ 
venient.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Knutson  delight  in  keeping  open  house  for  their  friends 
and  their  children’s  friends,  and  their  home  is  one  of  hospitality  and  good 
cheer.  Mr.  Knutson  was  married  at  Dallas  on  Sept.  26,  1903,  to  Emma  Thomp¬ 
son,  born  in  Pine  Creek  on  April  6,  1884,  the  daughter  of  Alex,  and  Ausne 
Thompson.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  eight  children:  Elvira,  Edith, 
Hartwell,  Orrin,  Juneau,  Jess  Willard,  Vivian  and  Loleta  (deceased). 

Andrew  Eng,  an  estimable  resident  of  section  25,  west,  Dovre  Township, 
for  some  forty  years,  was  born  in  Norway,  Oct.  4,  1850,  the  son  of  Erick  and 
Sina  Eng,  who  spent  the  span  of  their  years  in  the  old  country,  the  father 
being  a  shoemaker  by  trade.  There  was  one  other  son  in  the  family,  Chris, 
who  died  in  the  military  service.  Andrew  was  reared  and  educated  in  Nor¬ 
way,  and  there  learned  the  cabinet-making  trade.  He  came  to  America  in 
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1871  and  located  in  Door  County,  Wis.,  where  he  followed  his  trade,  and  worked 
in  sawmills  and  in  the  lumber  woods.  In  1882  he  brought  his  wife  and  three 
children  to  Barron  County  and  located  on  160  acres  of  wild  land  in  section 
26,  west,  Dovre  Township.  The  lumber  for  the  cabin  was  hauled  by  oxen 
from  Rice  Lake  and  Barron,  but  for  two  years  they  did  not  have  oxen  of  their 
own.  Three  cows,  however,  were  soon  purchased.  For  some  years,  in  order 
to  get  a  little  money  to  help  develop  his  farm,  Mr.  Eng  worked  winters  in 
the  lumber  woods,  while  his  wife  stayed  at  home  and  looked  after  the  cabin 
and  the  family.  Gradually  better  times  came  and  the  farm  was  developed  on 
a  profitable  basis.  On  this  place  Mr.  Eng  successfully  conducted  general 
farming  for  many  years.  He  helped  to  establish  the  Spring  Hill  Cheese  and 
Creamery  Co.  and  was  one  of  its  first  officers.  He  was  one  of  the  town 
supervisors  when  Dovre  was  included  in  Chetek  Township,  and  he  was  the 
first  assessor  of  Dovre  after  the  towns  were  separated.  He  also  served  on 
the  school  board  for  several  years.  Mr.  Eng  was  married  in  Door  County, 
this  state,  in  October,  1874,  to  Agnet  Olson  Rude,  who  was  born  in  Norway 
Feb.  24,  1849,  and  came  to  the  United  States  in  1874.  This  union  has  been 
blessed  with  six  children:  Edward  Ward,  Anna,  Oscar,  Sophia,  Mary  and 
Alfred.  Alfred  now  conducts  the  home  place  for  his  father.  He  was  born 
here  Nov.  6,  1886,  and  has  always  remained  at  home.  He  attended  the  district 
school  and  learned  farming  from  his  father.  He  is  a  steady-going,  hard 
working  young  man,  deeply  interested  in  his  work  and  a  leader  among  the 
young  people  of  the  neighborhood. 

Alfred  Eng,  a  representative  citizen  of  section  25,  west,  Dovre  Township, 
is  a  native  of  this  county,  born  on  the  place  where  he  still  lives,  Nov.  6,  1886, 
the  son  of  Andrew  and  Agnet  (Olson  Rude)  Eng,  natives  of  Norway  who 
settled  on  the  place  in  1882.  He  was  reared  on  the  place  and  attended  the 
district  schools.  For  three  winters  he  worked  in  the  lumber  woods  and  for 
a  few  years  was  employed  at  Rice  Lake.  Aside  from  this  he  has  always  been 
at  home.  In  1914  he  bought  eighty  acres  of  the  home  place  and  later  acquired 
the  remainder.  He  has  a  good  farm,  and  everything  about  it  bespeaks  the 
thrift,  hard  work  and  good  judgment  of  the  owner.  He  believes  in  doing  his 
share  in  everything  as  a  good  citizen.  He  is  a  director  in  the  Spring  Hill 
Creamery  and  a  stockholder  in  the  Co-operative  Mercantile  Co.  of  Chetek.  He 
is  well  regarded  by  all  who  know  him  and  is  well  on  the  road  to  success. 

Ole  Halverson  Lee,  now  deceased,  for  many  years  a  solid  and  substantial 
citizen  of  section  28,  Dovre  Township,  was  a  most  estimable  man,  who  left 
behind  him  the  pleasant  memory  of  a  well-spent  life.  He  was  a  hard  worker, 
a  good  family  man  and  a  helpful  neighbor  and  his  death  was  a  distinct  loss 
to  the  community.  Ole  Halverson  Lee  was  born  in  Norway  in  1841,  and  was 
there  reared  and  educated.  He  came  to  America  as  a  young  man  and  landed 
here  almost  without  means.  For  a  while  he  worked  on  farms  near  Kilbourn, 
in  Columbia  County,  this  state.  In  1880  he  came  to  this  county  and  purchased 
a  tract  of  80  acres  of  wild  land  in  section  28.  About  ten  acres  had  been 
broken,  and  a  log  barn  with  a  straw  roof  had  been  erected.  He  put  up  a  log 
shanty  and  in  this  he  was  married.  They  had  but  little  with  which  to  keep 
house,  and  less  with  which  to  farm.  All  they  had  for  chairs  were  sawed  off 
blocks  of  wood.  Their  domestic  animals  consisted  of  a  pair  of  oxen,  a  cow, 
a  heifer,  a  rooster  and  three  hens.  With  this  start  they  in  time  achieved 
success  and  built  up  a  good  place.  They  also  won  for  themselves  an  excellent 
place  among  the  people  of  the  community.  After  a  useful  life  well  spent  Mr. 
Lee  died  Jan.  28,  1900.  Since  his  death  his  good  wife  has  continued  to  carry 
on  the  affairs  of  the  home  place  with  the  assistance  of  the  two  sons.  They 
have  built  up  the  barns  and  the  sheds,  and  are  successfully  carrying  on 
general  farming.  Mr.  Lee  was  married  on  June  4,  1880,  to  Martha  Pinrud, 
who  was  born  in  Norway  June  28,  1860,  the  daughter  of  Michael  and  Carrie 
Pinrud.  She  came  to  this  country  in  1872.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with 
three  children:  Henry  M.,  Carl  Melvin  and  Oscar  Martin.  Henry  M.,  a  bright 
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boy  of  unusual  promise,  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen.  The  other  two  sons  are 
at  home.  They  are  energetic  and  industrious  young  men,  they  take  an  active 
part  in  the  affairs  of  the  neighborhood  and  are  well  liked  by  all. 

Edward  Eng,  one  of  the  best  known  men  in  Dovre  Township,  and  a  man 
of  considerable  influence,  was  born  in  Door  County,  this  state,  July  30,  1876, 
the  son  of  Andrew  and  Agnet  (Olson  Rude)  Eng,  natives  of  Norway,  who 
brought  him  to  section  26,  west,  Chetek  Township,  this  county,  in  1882.  He 
was  reared  here,  passed  through  the  district  school  and  had  the  advantages  of 
courses  in  the  Chetek  High  School.  As  a  young  man  he  rented  farms  for 
three  years  and  in  1906  bought  his  present  place.  A  crude  log  house  and  a 
log  barn  had  been  built  and  some  six  acres  had  been  cleared.  He  has  put 
up  a  good  house  and  barn  and  has  cleared  about  60  acres,  carries  on  general 
farming  and  raises  Holstein  cattle  and  Duroc-Jersey  swine.  He  early  realized 
the  importance  of  the  dairy  industry  in  this  region  and  the  necessity  of  an 
output  for  the  dairy  products.  Consequently  he  assisted  in  organizing  the 
Ideal  Cheese  and  Creamery  Co.  and  has  served  as  its  treasurer  since  it  was 
first  started.  He  is  also  interested  in  the  Co-operative  Mercantile  Co.  at 
Chetek.  Since  boyhood  up  he  has  been  will  liked  by  all.  He  has  the  happy 
faculty  of  making  and  keeping  friends,  is  of  kindly  temperament  and  genial 
disposition,  and  is  ever  ready  to  lend  a  helping  hand  to  every  cause  which  he 
believes  to  be  of  benefit  to  the  community.  A  man  of  broad  information  him¬ 
self,  he  is  enthusiastic  in  the  cause  of  good  schools  and  has  done  good  service 
on  the  school  board.  He  is  also  an  earnest  supporter  of  the  good  roads 
movement.  Mr.  Eng  was  married  at  Chetek  on  June  6,  1903,  to  Annett  Amund¬ 
son,  who  was  born  in  Dovre  Township,  this  county,  June  18,  1882,  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Simon  and  Annie  (Knappen)  Amundson.  This  union  has  been  blessed 
with  five  children:  Sidney,  born  June  20,  1907;  Edith,  Oct.  23,  1908;  Gladys, 
Dec.  13,  1910;  Edna,  Jan.  3,  1913,  and  Laura,  June  8,  1915.  The  family  attends 
the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church  at  Chetek,  of  which  Mr.  Eng  is  one  of  the 
trustees. 

Halver  Knutson,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Dovre  Township,  was  a  most 
estimable  man  in  every  respect,  and  had  his  full  share  in  the  upbuilding  of 
the  community  in  which  he  lived.  He  was  a  sturdy,  hard  working  man,  a 
loyal  husband,  an  affectionate  father,  and  good  neighbor  and  a  faithful  friend, 
and  he  was  held  in  the  highest  esteem  by  all  who  knew  him.  He  was  born  in 
Norway,  Oct.  14,  1841,  and  was  there  reared  and  educated.  He  came  to  Amer¬ 
ica  in  1861,  and  visited  about  for  several  years  in  Michigan,  Minnesota,  and  this 
state,  before  settling  down  in  this  county  in  the  late  sixties.  He  secured  160 
acres,  put  up  a  log  cabin,  started  clearing  the  land,  and  in  1872  brought  his 
bride  here.  They  started  housekeeping  with  but  few  of  the  comforts.  His 
equipment  in  farm  tools  and  implements  was  meager.  The  live  stock  consisted 
of  a  yoke  of  oxen,  three  cows  and  two  pigs.  While  he  worked  hard  to  get  a 
little  of  the  land  cleared  to  raise  a  few  crops,  she  looked  after  the  household, 
helped  with  the  chores,  and  spun  yarn  which  she  knitted  into  mittens  and 
stockings.  They  were  devout  people,  and  early  services  of  the  Norwegian 
Lutheran  faith  were  held  in  their  cabin.  As  the  years  passed,  their  hard 
work  resulted  in  success.  After  a  useful  life,  worthily  spent,  he  died  Jan. 
26,  1900,  and  his  death  was  sincerely  mourned.  Mr.  Knutson  was  married 
May  23.  1872,  in  the  log  cabin  on  the  present  place,  to  Clara  Olson.  She  was 
bom  in  Norway,  Feb.  7,  1853,  and  came  to  America  with  her  grandfather, 
Abram  Abramson,  and  an  aunt,  Inga  Nelson,  and  settled  in  Oconomowoc,  Jef¬ 
ferson  County,  this  state.  The  trip  took  ten  weeks,  eight  weeks  on  water 
aboard  an  old  sailing  vessel,  and  two  weeks  on  land.  The  grandfather  died 
two  months  after  they  arrived  in  this  country.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Knutson  had 
thirteen  children,  of  whom  there  are  living  nine:  Knute,  Emma,  Oslo,  John, 
Lena,  Ole,  Clara,  Herman  and  Gilbert.  Knute  resides  at  Home.  Emma  is  the 
wife  of  Lewis  Newman,  of  Dovre  Township.  Oslo  is  the  wife  of  John  Peter¬ 
son,  of  Crookston,  Minn.  Lena  is  the  wife  of  Oscar  Eng,  of  Superior,  Wis. 
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Ole  lives  in  Minneapolis.  Clara  is  the  wife  of  Louis  Bambo,  of  Minneapolis. 
John  is  a  prominent  farmer  of  Dovre  Township.  Herman  and  Gilbert  carry  on 
the  home  place.  They  are  two  of  the  best  known  and  popular  young  men  in 
the  township.  They  are  energetic  and  progressive,  they  understand  farming 
thoroughly,  and  they  are  leaders  among  the  young  people  of  the  community. 
Both  were  born  on  the  home  place,  Herman,  Dec.  7,  1892,  and  Gilbert,  Jan.  6, 
1894,  and  both  attended  the  log  school  in  the  neighborhood.  They  lost  their 
father  when  they  were  young  boys,  and  were  reared  by  their  mother,  and 
their  older  brothers  and  sisters.  Gradually  they  assumed  the  responsibilities 
of  the  home  place,  and  in  1916  took  over  its  active  management.  They  have 
a  good  place  of  160  acres,  and  are  successfully  carrying  on  general  farming 
and  dairying.  In  1920,  they  erected  a  fine  modern  bungalow  residence.  They 
are  stockholders  in  the  Spring  Hill  Creamery  and  in  the  Co-operative  Mer¬ 
cantile  Co.  of  Chetek.  They  are  members  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church 
at  Dovre  and  are  active  in  its  young  people’s  society.  Gilbert  was  inducted 
into  the  United  States  service  July  3,  1918,  and  was  assigned  to  Co.  M,  343rd 
Infantry,  86th  (Blackhawk)  Division.  He  trained  at  Camp  Grant,  Rockford, 
Ill.,  one  month,  and  was  then  transferred  to  Camp  Mills,  Long  Island,  for  over¬ 
seas  equipment.  He  sailed  Sept.  14,  and  reached  England,  Sept.  21.  He  was 
sent  to  a  hospital  in  that  country,  where  he  remained  until  Dec.  12.  He  re¬ 
turned  to  the  States,  Dec.  22,  and  was  discharged  at  Camp  Grant,  Ill.,  Jan. 
20,  1919,  after  which  he  returned  home.  He  and  his  brother,  Herman,  are 
stockholders  in  the  Spring  Hill  Creamery  and  in  the  Co-operative  Mercantile 
Co.  of  Chetek.  They  are  members  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church  in  Dovre, 
and  are  active  in  the  young  people’s  society. 

Albert  J.  Tiller,  a  hard-working  and  well-regarded  farmer  of  Section  23, 
Dovre  Township,  was  born  in  the  pioneer  log  cabin  of  his  father,  on  the  place 
where  he  still  lives,  Feb.  1,  1872,  the  son  of  John  S.  and  Martha  Tiller,  early 
settlers.  He  was  reared  on  the  home  place,  and  attended  district  school.  As 
he  grew  to  manhood  he  took  over  the  management  of  the  farm.  He  now  oper¬ 
ates  280  acres  on  a  successful  scale,  keeps  well  abreast  of  the  latest  develop¬ 
ments  in  agriculture,  and  is  a  man  of  keen  judgment  and  with  a  deep  capacity 
for  industry.  He  has  built  over  the  log  cabin  into  a  comfortable  home,  and 
has  erected  a  barn,  and  other  buildings.  In  addition  to  devoting  his  life  to 
farming  he  has  spent  eight  winters  in  the  lumber  woods,  and  twelve  springs  on 
river  drives.  The  Spring  Hill  Creamery  has  found  him  a  useful  official.  In 
public  affairs  he  naturally  takes  a  deep  interest  as  a  heavy  property  holder 
and  native  son,  and  he  has  served  with  credit  as  a  member  of  the  board  of 
supervisors.  Mr.  Tiller  has  one  son,  Nels,  who  is  following  worthily  in  the 
footsteps  of  his  father  and  grandfather. 

John  S.  Tiller,  early  settler  of  Section  23,  Dovre  Township,  was  born  in 
Norway  and  was  there  educated  and  grew  to  manhood.  In  1866  he  set  out  for 
America,  and  reached  this  country  only  after  a  long,  troublesome  voyage  of 
many  weeks  aboard  a  sailing  vessel.  He  found  his  way  to  Chicago,  and  for 
some  years  worked  on  farms  in  Illinois.  Then  he  came  to  Eau  Claire,  Eau 
Claire  County,  this  state,  and  worked  in  the  mills.  From  there,  in  1868,  he 
came  to  Dovre  Township,  and  secured  160  acres  in  Section  23.  This  was  all 
wild.  He  erected  a  log  cabin,  and  there  he  and  his  wife  started  home  making. 
For  some  years  times  were  hard.  The  trip  to  Eau  Claire  for  provisions  had  to 
be  made  afoot.  Luxuries  were  unknown  and  even  comforts  were  few.  But  the 
people  all  had  courage  and  youth  and  they  were  bound  to  succeed.  The  neigh¬ 
bors  worked  together,  those  that  had  oxen  or  superior  tools,  working  for 
others  for  a  while,  in  exchange  for  manual  labor  rendered  in  return.  In  this 
way,  Mr.  Tiller  managed  to  get  the  timber  cut  from  his  place.  This  timber  he 
sold  to  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.,  thus  getting  a  little  money  to  tide  him  over  until 
his  crops  became  profitable.  While  he  was  working  out  of  doors,  his.wife  was 
helping  indoors,  looking  after  the  family  and  the  household  duties,  and  spin¬ 
ning  wool  and  knitting  socks  and  mittens  for  her  family,  sometimes  even  doing 
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the  out-door  chores  and  working  in  the  garden.  Mr.  Tiller  was  married  at 
Eau  Claire  in  1868  to  Martha  Amundson.  She  died  in  1892,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-four,  leaving  two  children:  John  S.,  now  on  the  home  place;  and  Hannah, 
now  the  wife  of  0.  C.  Hanson,  of  Dovre  Township.  In  1894  he  married  Dorothy 
Peterson,  who  was  born  in  Norway,  Dec.  15,  1842,  and  came  to  this  country  in 
1882.  Mr.  Tiller  died  July  13,  1903,  at  the  age  of  sixty-four,  and  his  wife  is 
still  living  on  the  home  place. 

Sophus  Severson,  an  estimable  farmer  of  Section  13,  Dovre  Township,  was 
born  in  Norway,  Oct.  30,  1870,  the  son  of  Jens  and  Mary  Severson.  He  was 
but  seventeen  years  of  age,  when  in  1887,  with  his  younger  brother,  Sigwall, 
then  but  fourteen,  he  came  to  America.  For  a  while  the  two  boys  made  their 
home  in  Chetek,  working  in  the  woods  in  the  winter  and  on  farms  in 
the  summer.  In  1890,  they  sent  for  their  parents  and  the  younger  chil¬ 
dren,  who  located  on  a  farm  in  Dovre  Township,  where  the  father  died  in  1920 
at  the  age  of  eighty-four,  and  where  the  mother  is  still  living.  In  1894,  the 
two  brothers  purchased  a  tract  of  160  acres  in  Section  13,  Dovre  Township. 
Many  years  previous,  twenty  acres  had  been  broken,  and  some  crude  shacks 
erected.  But  the  land  had  grown  over  again,  and  the  buildings  were  not  fit  to 
occupy.  Sophus,  for  seventeen  years  in  all,  continued  to  work  in  the  lumber 
woods  winters,  and  on  the  river  drives  in  the  spring,  putting  in  long  hours  of 
hard  work.  In  the  summer  he  ope^ted  the  farm  in  partnership  with  Sigwall. 
They  erected  a  good  set  of  buildings,  cleared  up  a  part  of  the  land,  and  carried 
on  general  farming.  The  partnership  was  discontinued  in  1900.  The  subject 
of  this  sketch  now  owns  120  acres.  He  has  put  up  a  comfortable  home,  and 
suitable  barn  and  sheds,  and  does  general  farming  and  dairying,  making  a 
specialty  of  Jersey  cattle.  He  believes  in  concerted  effort  on  the  part  of  the 
farmers.  Mr.  Severson  was  married  at  Chetek  on  July  11,  1900,  to  Emma 
Thompson,  who  was  born  in  Dovre  Township,  on  March  28,  1880,  the  daughter 
of  Louis  Thompson.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  six  children:  Louis, 
Mabel,  Helmer,  Norris,  Charlotte  and  Earl.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the 
Norwegian  Lutheran  Church  at  Dovre,  in  which  Mr.  Severson  has  held  office. 

Hans  Christian  Olson,  a  sturdy  pioneer  of  Section  2,  Dovre  Township,  was 
born  in  Norway,  May  16,  1851,  and  was  there  reared  and  educated.  At  the 
age  of  eighteen,  in  1869,  he  borrowed  money  enough  for  his  fare,  and  started 
for  America,  arriving  in  due  time  in  Rushford,  Fillmore  County,  Minn.  For  a 
while  he  worked  on  farms,  and  then  took  up  railroad  work  along  the  Southern 
Minnesota,  working  from  La  Crosse,  Rushford,  Wells  and  St.  James.  He  was 
also  a  logger  in  the  lumber  woods.  In  1874  he  took  a  homestead  of  160  acres  in 
Section  2,  Dovre  Township,  and  hired  a  man  named  Peter  Knapp,  to  build  a  log 
cabin,  and  a  neighbor  to  break  ten  acres.  In  the  fall  of  1875  he  moved  into 
the  cabin  with  his  bride.  There  for  several  years  he  and  his  family  endured 
many  hardships.  The  little  money  that  he  had  saved  was  soon  gone.  The  first 
wheat  he  raised  cost  more  than  he  could  get  for  it.  Often  he  had  to  bring  in 
flour  and  other  provisions  from  Sand  Creek,  in  Dunn  County,  making  the  trip 
afoot.  His  wife  had  a  spinning  wheel,  and  spun  yarn  with  which  to  knit  socks 
and  mittens.  As  time  passed  they  attained  prosperity  and  built  up  a  good 
place.  In  1893-94  they  built  a  substantial  home,  and  in  1907  a  suitable  barn. 
Other  buildings  have  been  put  up  as  necessity  has  required.  The  farm  has 
many  natural  advantages,  and  is  pleasantly  located  on  the  banks  of  the  Cedar 
River  which  flows  through  a  part  of  the  place.  Mr.  Olson  successfully  car¬ 
ries  on  general  farming,  and  raises  pure-bred  Guernsey  cattle,  Duroc-Jersey 
swine,  blackface  Shropshire  sheep,  and  Percheron  horses.  He  is  a  thorough 
believer  in  the  still  further  development  of  the  county  as  a  dairy  region,  and 
was  one  of  the  organizers  and  first  officers  of  the  Ideal  Cheese  &  Creamery  Co. 
at  Hewitt  Bridge,  Dovre  Township.  Mr.  Olson  was  married  at  Eau  Claire  in 
1875  to  Pauline  Jensen,  a  native  of  Norway.  She  died  in  1901,  leaving  thirteen 
children:  Henry,  Josie,  Mary  (deceased),  Emma  (deceased),  Arndt,  Julius, 
Ludwick,  Hilda,  Anna,  John,  Albert,  Agnes  and  Elmer.  Albert  operates  the 
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home  place  with  his  father.  He  is  one  of  the  energetic,  industrious  men  of 
the  community,  is  a  good  farmer  and  a  good  citizen,  and  is  well  liked  by  all 
who  know  him.  He  is  an  advocate  of  modern  methods  in  farming  and  uses 
good  judgment  in  all  his  operations. 

Amt  Oien,  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  a  resident  of  Section  36,  Dovre  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  Norway,  Jan.  2,  1863,  and  was  there  reared  and  educated. 
He  was  but  nineteen,  when  he  came  to  America  in  1872,  and  located  in  Mar¬ 
quette,  Michigan.  In  1874  he  came  to  Minnesota,  and  located  at  Menomonie, 
Dunn  County,  where  he  entered  the  employ  of  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  Six  years 
later  he  went  to  Eau  Claire,  in  Chippewa  County.  In  all,  he  spent  twenty-two 
winters  in  the  woods,  and  thirteen  springs  on  the  river  drives,  in  the  meantime 
spending  his  summers  in  farm  work.  In  1896  he  secured  a  tract  of  160  acres 
in  Section  36,  Dovre  Township,  Barron  County.  Log  buildings  had  been  erected, 
and  about  fifty  acres  had  been  broken.  He  gradually  developed  the  place,  built 
a  good  set  of  buildings,  and  brought  the  land  to  a  profitable  stage  of  cultiva¬ 
tion.  In  1908  he  sold  the  place  to  his  son-in-law,  Peter  William  Nelson,  with 
whom  he  now  makes  his  home.  Mr.  Oien  was  married  in  Norway  to  Ingeborg 
Peterson,  who  was  born  in  Norway,  Sept.  21,  1862,  came  to  America  in  1882, 
and  died  on  this  place  March  28,  1916.  There  is  one  daughter,  Clara,  the  wife 
of  Peter  William  Nelson. 

Peter  Nelson,  a  well-known  farmer  of  Section  27,  Dovre  Township,  was 
born  in  Denmark,  and  was  there  reared  and  educated.  He  married  Marie  Nel¬ 
son,  the  widow  of  Christian  Nelson,  by  whom  she  had  two  sturdy  sons,  Julius 
and  Peter  William.  Mr.  Nelson  came  to  the  United  States  in  the  eighties,  and 
found  his  way  to  this  state,  where  he  worked  in  the  lumber  woods  about  Ash¬ 
land,  on  Lake  Superior.  By  working  hard  for  two  years,  he  managed  to  get  a 
little  money  together,  and  sent  for  his  wife  and  the  children.  In  1899  he 
brought  them  to  Barron  County,  and  located  on  160  acres  of  land  in  Section  27. 
A  log  cabin  had  been  built  and  a  few  acres  broken.  They  moved  into  the  log 
cabin,  and  started  to  develop  the  place.  They  have  improved  the  tract  into  a 
good  place,  put  up  a  sightly  set  of  buildings,  and  placed  the  land  under  culti¬ 
vation.  They  still  live  on  the  home  place,  which  is  operated  by  the  son,  Fritz. 
Fritz  is  one  of  the  popular  men  of  the  community,  is  a  good  farmer,  thoroughly 
understands  his  business,  and  is  well  liked  by  all  who  know  him.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Nelson  have  one  other  child,  Olga,  the  wife  of  Peter  Lear,  of  this  town¬ 
ship. 

Peter  William  Nelson,  an  enterprising  farmer  of  Section  36,  Dovre  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  Denmark,  April  18,  1881,  the  son  of  Christian  and  Marie 
Nelson.  He  lost  his  father  as  an  infant,  and  was  brought  to  this  country  by 
his  mother,  joining  the  stepfather,  Peter  Nelson,  at  Ashland,  in  this  state. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  worked  in  that  vicinity,  on  farms  and  in  the  woods, 
for  a  number  of  years.  In  1908  he  came  to  Barron  County.  He  owns  and  occu¬ 
pies  the  farm  in  Section  36,  Dovre  Township,  for  so  many  years  owned  and 
occupied  by  his  father-in-law,  Amt  Oien.  He  is  a  prosperous  man  of  good 
standing  throughout  the  community.  He  is  interested  in  everything  that  is 
for  the  best  interests  of  the  farmers,  and  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers' 
Co-operative  Store  at  Sand  Creek,  and  in  the  Farmers’  Co-operative  Warehouse 
at  New  Auburn.  Mr.  Nelson  was  married  on  Dec.  19,  1908,  to  Clara  Oien,  born 
in  Eau  Claire,  this  state,  on  Feb.  8,  1888/  the  daughter  of  Arnt  and  Ingeborg 
(Peterson)  Oien,  natives  of  Norway.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  three 
daughters,  Irene,  Agnes  and  Ella. 

Hans  Anseth,  a  representative  farmer,  owning  80  acres  in  Section  14, 
Dovre  Township,  was  bora  on  a  farm  in  Norway,  June  29,  1881,  son  of  Andrew 
and  Olena  (Hoxness)  Anseth,  the  former  of  whom  died  in  Norway,  and  the  lat¬ 
ter  of  whom  is  still  living  in  that  country.  In  the  family  there  are  six  chil¬ 
dren:  Hans,  Anna,  Julius,  Ole,  Andrew  and  Kgel.  Of  the  children,  Julius  was 
the  first  to  come  to  this  country,  and  in  time  the  others  followed.  Hans  was 
reared  and  educated  in  Norway,  and  spent  his  young  manhood  working  on 
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farms.  He  came  to  the  United  States  in  1904,  and  settled  at  New  Auburn, 
Chippewa  County,  this  state,  spending  his  -summers  working  on  neighboring 
farms  and  his  winters  working  in  the  woods.  For  a  time,  in  order  to  see  more 
of  the  country,  he  traveled  in  the  Northwest,  working  in  the  harvest  fields,  har¬ 
vesting  grain  and  husking  corn.  In  1906  he  purchased  eighty  acres  in  Section 
14,  Dovre  Township,  which,  with  the  exception  of  about  two  acres,  was  all 
wild  and  without  buildings.  He  did  not  at  that  time  settle  permanently  on  the 
place,  but  continued  his  general  work  for  others.  At  various  intervals  he 
cleared  and  developed  his  own  place,  and  erected  a  house,  barn,  silo  and 
other  buildings.  For  the  past  few  years  he  has  lived  here,  and  is  successfully 
carrying  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  He  has  a  good  herd  of  pure-bred 
Holsteins,  and  a  good  drove  of  horses,  headed  by  a  Belgian  stallion.  His  hold¬ 
ings  include  stock  in  the  Spring  Hill  Creamery,  the  Chetek  Co-operative  Cream¬ 
ery,  the  Chetek  Co-operative  New  Idea  Cheese  Co.,  the  Chetek  Farmers’  Co¬ 
operative  Store  Co.  and  the  Consumers’  Store  at  Chetek.  In  public  life  he  has 
been  road  supervisor.  He  was  the  first  man  in  Dovre  Township  to  install  a 
tractor  for  general  farm  purposes,  buying  the  machine  in  1917. 

Arthon  J.  Holt,  a  substantial  farmer  of  Section  11,  east,  Dovre  Township, 
was  bora  in  Corn  Valley,  Vernon  County,  Wis.,  Oct.  17,  1866,  the  son  of  Ole  and 
Mary  P.  (Fangstad)  Holt,  natives  of  Norway.  He  spent  his  boyhood  in  his 
native  place,  in  Eau  Claire,  Eau  Claire  County,  this  state,  and  Sand  Creek, 
Dunn  County,  this  state.  He  became  interested  in  the  lumber  industry  as  a 
mere  youth,  and  for  seventeen  winters  worked  in  the  woods,  during  six  of  which 
he  continued  into  the  spring  and  worked  on  the  river  drives.  He  spent  his 
summers  on  farms,  and  for  a  while  operated  different  places  as  a  renter.  In 
1906  he  purchased  his  present  place  of  eighty  acres.  He  drove  here  with  a 
hired  team,  and  with  his  seven  children  moved  into  an  old  log  shack.  He 
started  with  one  cow,  and  toward  fall  was  able  to  buy  a  horse.  Just  before 
snow  fell  he  completed  a  log  cabin,  17  by  23  feet,  and  moved  his  family  from 
the  shack  they  had  been  occupying.  For  several  years  he  divided  his  time  be¬ 
tween  working  on  his  own  place,  working  in  the  woods,  and  working  for  the 
neighbors.  Gradually,  however,  he  was  able  to  devote  more  and  more  of  his 
time  to  his  own  place.  He  has  erected  a  good  set  of  buildings,  has  cleared  the 
land,  and  developed  a  good  farm.  He  also  owns  another  farm  of  120  acres,  two 
miles  to  the  west.  He  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying  and  takes 
especial  pride  in  his  good  herd  of  graded  Holsteins.  He  has  been  interested  in 
the  growth  of  the  town  and  has  taken  his  share  in  its  progress.  For  fifteen 
years  he  has  done  most  excellent  service  on  the  school  board  as  treasurer.  He 
and  his  family  are  loyal  supporters  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church.  Mr. 
Holt  was  married  July  9,  1892,  at  Sand  Creek,  Dunn  County,  this  state,  to 
Olive  Hanson,  who  was  born  in  Corn  Valley,  Vernon  County,  this  state,  July 

29,  1868,  and  was  brought  to  Sand  Creek  when  she  was  one  year  old.  She  is 
the  daughter  of  Mathias  and  Marie  Hanson,  natives  of  Norway.  This  union  has 
been  blessed  with  eleven  children:  Mamie,  Edwin,  Ella,  Rudolph,  Arthur, 
Edith,  Alice,  Bernice,  Herman,  Orville  and  Maynard.  Orville  was  born  Jan. 

30,  1912,  and  died  April  17,  1916. 

Oscar  Lundgard,  a  successful  farmer,  proprietor  of  the  Fairview  Dairy 
Farm,  of  Section  20,  Dovre  Township,  is  a  native  of  this  county,  born  in  Chetek 
Township,  July  23,  1880.  He  was  left  an  orphan  when  a  small  boy,  and  was 
taken  into  the  home  of  Christian  Lundgard,  where  he  was  given  parental  love 
and  care.  He  was  sent  to  the  district  school,  was  taught  farming,  and  has 
always  lived  on  the  place,  with  the  exception  of  the  ten  winters  which  he  spent 
in  the  lumber  woods.  He  bought  the  farm  in  1906.  It  consists  of  160  acres. 
Here  he  has  continued  the  improvements,  has  a  good  place,  and  successfully 
carries  on  general  farming.  He  has  fixed  over  the  house,  put  up  a  barn,  34  by 
64  feet,  a  silo,  37  by  12  feet,  and  other  buildings,  and  has  purchased  a  good 
supply  of  machinery,  tools,  implements  and  equipment.  He  has  a  good  herd 
of  Holstein  cattle,  a  good  drove  of  hogs,  and  some  Percheron  horses,  as  well  as 
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other  domestic  animals.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Spring  Hill  Creamery  and 
in  the  Farmers’  Store  Co.  at  Chetek.  In  public  life  he  has  done  his  duty  as  a 
good  citizen,  and  is  performing  most  excellent  service  as  a  member  of  the  town 
board.  He  is  a  helper  in  everything  that  has  for  its  object  the  best  interests 
of  the  community.  He  has  been  especially  interested  in  the  Norwegian 
Lutheran  Church  at  Dovre,  has  been  a  member  of  the  board,  treasurer  and 
janitor.  Mr.  Lundgard  was  married  at  Dovre  on  May  29,  1909,  to  Sanna  Holter, 
who  was  born  in  Norway,  March  26,  1879,  the  daughter  of  Sever  and  Karen 
(Ingebretson)  Holter,  who  brought  the  family  to  America  in  1884  and  located 
at  Duluth,  Minn.,  coming  a  year  later  to  Dovre  Township,  where  they  bought 
a  homestead  from  Ole  Hakenson,  where  they  lived  until  Mr.  Holter’s  death,  in 
1917,  at  the  age  of  seventy-three.  Mrs.  Holter,  who  was  born  April  4,  1842, 
now  makes  her  home  with  the  Lundgard  family.  In  the  Holter  family  there 
were  seven  children:  Charles,  Allie,  Chris,  Cornelius  (deceased),  Caroline, 
Sanna  and  Sanna  (deceased).  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lundgard  have  two  children: 
Victor  Sylvester  Christian  and  Opal  Constance. 

Homer  J.  Myers,  a  retired  farmer  of  New  Auburn,  has  been  one  of  the  best 
known  men  in  southeastern  Barron  County  for  many  years,  and  has  a  most 
favorable  reputation  as  a  preacher,  religious  worker  and  farmer,  as  well  as  a 
useful  citizen  and  a  good  neighbor.  He  was  born  on  a  farm  in  Hebron  Town¬ 
ship,  Jefferson  County,  Wis.,  Aug.  22,  1864,  the  son  of  Harvey  and  Hannah 
(Pratt)  Myers,  natives  respectively  of  Vermont  and  Massachusetts,  and  des¬ 
cended  from  old  American  families.  The  parents  came  to  Jefferson  County, 
this  state,  bringing  their  two  children,  in  1840,  and  settled  in  the  wild  forest 
in  Hebron  Township.  There  were  no  roads,  the  nearest  neighbors  were  far 
away,  Milwaukee,  the  trading  point,  was  forty  miles  to  the  eastward,  a  long 
and  tiresome  journey  indeed.  On  this  place,  nine  more  children  were  born, 
making  in  all,  eleven,  of  whom  Homer  J.  was  the  eighth.  There  the  parents 
spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  The  father  was  originally  a  Baptist,  but 
later  joined  the  Adventist  Church.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on 
the  home  farm,  in  Jefferson  County,  and  attended  the  district  school  of  his 
neighborhood.  In  1877  he  moved  onto  a  rented  farm  in  his  native  county,  and 
there  remained  for  three  years.  He  came  to  Dunn  county,  this  state,  in  1880, 
and  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Spring  Brook  Township.  There,  in  addition 
to  farming,  he  erected  a  sorghum  mill.  In  1882  he  went  back  to  Jefferson 
County,  and  rented  a  farm  in  Sullivan  Township.  There  he  also  engaged  in 
the  sorghum  business  for  a  while  in  connection  with  his  farming  operations. 
In  the  spring  of  1886  he  came  to  Barron  County,  and  settled  on  a  tract  of  200 
acres  in  Dovre  Township,  a  part  of  which  he  had  purchased  in  1877,  while  liv¬ 
ing  in  Jefferson  County.  On  this  tract  a  small  house  had  been  erected  and  a 
garden  spot  cleared.  There  he  continued  to  carry  on  general  farming.  Sub¬ 
sequently,  he  bought  and  sold  pieces  of  land.  He  now  owns  200  acres  in  Sec¬ 
tions  25,  26  and  36,  Dovre  Township,  a  short  distance  from  New  Auburn,  where 
he  carried  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  raising  Holstein  cattle,  Poland- 
China  swine,  Shropshire  sheep  and  Percheron  horses.  He  also  owns  a  farm 
of  160  acres  in  Section  13,  Dovre  Township,  which  he  rents.  He  has  always 
been  a  believer  in  co-operative  effort  on  the  part  of  the  farmers.  He  helped  to 
organize  the  first  creamery  started  in  New  Auburn,  then  Cartwright,  and  was 
its  first  president.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  present  creamery  and  in  the 
store  at  New  Auburn.  In  public  affairs  it  is  natural  that  he  should  take  a 
prominent  part.  When  Dovre  was  set  off  from  Chetek,  he  was  a  member  of 
the  first  township  board,  and  has  served  in  the  same  capacity  for  several  years 
since.  While  living  on  the  farm,  he  served  efficiently  for  several  years  as  a 
member  of  the  school  board.  It  is  however,  as  a  preacher,  perhaps,  that  Mr. 
Myers  is  best  known.  He  has  been  a  communicant  of  the  United  Brethren 
Church  for  thirty-four  years,  and  in  its  ministry  for  fifteen  years.  He  has 
preached  in  Turtle  Lake,  Bass  Lake,  New  Auburn,  and  elsewhere,  and  is  a  sin¬ 
cere,  able,  earnest  and  convincing  talker.  He  is  now  active  in  the  Sunday 
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School  at  New  Auburn,  which  he  organized,  and  of  which  he  is  now  super¬ 
intendent.  Homer  J.  Myers  was  married  in  the  town  of  Palmyra,  Jefferson 
County,  Wis.,  June  17,  1877,  to  Lois  A.  Chapman,  who  was  born  in  Jefferson 
County,  this  state,  April  6,  1869,  the  daughter  of  Ezra  and  Celista  (Walker) 
Chapman,  natives  of  New  York  State.  Mr.  Chapman  fought  through  the  Civil 
War,  and  was  killed  by  a  sharp-shooter  almost  at  the  close  of  that  conflict.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Myers  have  one  daughter,  Nettie,  born  Oct.  18,  1888,  the  wife  of 
E.  J.  Knight,  of  Dovre  Township.  They  are  now  operating  the  200-acre  farm 
of  Mr.  Myers.  They  have  two  children:  Homer  John  and  Earl  Leslie. 

Ole  A.  Jorstad,  a  solid  and  substantial  farmer  of  Section  7,  Dovre  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  Norway,  Sept.  5, 1855,  the  son  of  Arne  and  Anna  Jorstad.  He 
attended  school  for  a  while,  and  there  grew  to  sturdy  youth.  In  1873,  when 
only  seventeen  years  of  age,  he  came  to  America,  and  located  in  Portage 
County,  this  state.  The  next  year  his  parents  and  the  rest  of  the  family  joined 
him,  and  in  1875  they  all  came  to  Dovre  Township.  For  some  years,  Ole  A. 
assisted  with  the  home  work  in  the  summer,  and  worked  in  the  lumber  woods 
winters  and  on  the  river  drives  in  the  spring  seasons.  In  1892  he  located  on 
his  present  farm  that  he  had  homesteaded  flve  years  previously.  The  land  was 
then  nearly  covered  with  woods.  Five  acres  had  been  cleared,  and  a  small  log 
stable  built.  He  put  up  a  frame  house,  and  started  to  build  up  a  farm.  At 
first  all  the  stock  he  had  was  one  cow.  which  he  secured  from  his  father.  He 
now  has  a  good  place,  and  a  good  herd  of  cattle.  Here  he  successfully  carries 
on  general  farming,  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  representative  men  of  the 
community.  As  the  father  of  a  fine  family  of  children,  he  has  naturally  been 
interested  in  education,  and  has  done  good  work  as  a  member  of  the  school 
board.  Mr.  Jorstad  was  married  at  Cameron  on  May  22,  1896,  to  Anna  Fos- 
sum,  who  was  born  in  Marathon  County,  Dec.  4,  1872,  the  daughter  of  Andrew 
and  Oliena  Fossum,  of  Stanley  Township.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with 
seven  chlidren:  Elmer,  Alma,  Hulda,  Christ,  Olga,  George  and  Edna.  Alma 
resides  in  St.  Paul;  the  others  are  at  home.  Elmer  was  inducted  into  the 
United  States  service  Aug.  30,  1918,  and  became  a  member  of  Company  D, 
120th  Engineers.  He  trained  at  Fort  Harrison,  Indiana,  and  was  discharged 
Dec.  17,  1918.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Andrew  Newman,  pioneer,  whose  original  name  was  Andreas  Nymon,  is 
one  of  the  most  honored  and  venerated  citizens  of  the  southeastern  part  of 
the  county.  He  has  come  through  all  the  hardships  incident  to  life  in  the 
wilderness,  he  has  built  up  a  good  estate,  he  has  founded  an  excellent  family, 
and  he  well  deserves  all  the  pleasant  things  of  life  that  his  latter  years  have 
brought  to  him.  From  the  very  first  he  has  been  staunch  in  upholding  every¬ 
thing  that  he  believes  to  be  for  the  good  and  progress  of  the  community,  and 
his  influence  on  neighborhood  affairs  has  been  considerable.  He  was  born  in 
Norway,  Aug.  25,  1837,  and  there  grew  to  manhood.  In  1868  he  came  to  Amer¬ 
ica,  aboard  a  sailing  vessel.  He  landed  at  New  York,  came  by  rail  to  Chicago, 
continued  by  rail  to  Galena,  Ill.,  came  up  the  Mississippi  to  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Chippewa  by  packet,  and  up  the  Chippewa  on  a  lumber  boat,  reaching 
Eau  Claire  eleven  weeks  from  the  time  he  bade  farewell  to  his  parental  home. 
At  Eau  Claire  he  obtained  employment  in  the  sawmills.  In  the  fall  of  1868 
he  secured  a  homestead  of  160  acres  of  wild  land  in  Section  23,  Dovre  Town¬ 
ship,  and  there  built  a  log  cabin,  12  by  16  feet,  cutting  all  the  timber  by  hand. 
To  this  cabin,  in  1869,  he  brought  his  bride.  There  they  started  homemaking 
with  but  little  save  their  youth,  their  ambition  and  their  courage.  Their  house¬ 
hold  utensils  were  meager,  their  furniture  crude  and  mostly  home-made.  The 
farm  tools  were  few.  The  domestic  animals  consisted  of  a  cow  and  a  calf. 
Soon  he  put  up  a  log  stable,  and  got  a  few  sheep,  so  that  his  wife  could  have 
wool  to  spin  into  yfern  with  which  to  knit  mittens,  socks,  caps,  and  other  arti¬ 
cles.  A  little  later  he  got  a  pair  of  horses,  one  of  the  first  in  the  neighborhood. 
Eau  Claire,  the  market  place,  was  far  away,  and  the  trip  there,  with  the  ox 
team,  was  slow  and  even  hazardous.  There  were  no  churches,  and  services  of 
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the  Norwegian  Lutheran  denomination  was  held  in  his  home.  Later  he  helped 
to  organize  the  congregation  at  Sand  Creek,  assisted  in  building  the  church, 
and  served  as  one  of  its  trustees.  About  ten  years  after  he  moved  onto  the 
place,  he  built  a  larger  log  cabin,  and  still  later  he  remodeled  it  into  a  good 
frame  house.  He  also  put  up  a  substantial  barn,  which  has  since  been  remod¬ 
eled  to  larger  proportions.  He  has  built  up  a  good  farm  in  every  particular, 
and  has  achieved  merited  success.  A  man  of  influence  and  good  judgment,  he 
served  for  some  years  as  a  member  of  the  school  board  of  his  district.  He  has 
helped  to  start  many  local  enterprises.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  and 
original  stockholders  in  the  Spring  Hill  Creamery,  and  served  as  one  of  its 
directors.  He  was  also  one  of  the  first  to  buy  stock  in  the  Farmers’  Store  Co. 
of  Chetek.  Mr.  Newman  was  married  at  Sand  Creek,  Dunn  County,  this  state, 
Aug.  7,  1870,  to  Marit  Andersen,  who  was  born  in  Norway,  Jan.  7,  1846,  and 
came  to  the  United  States  in  1868.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Newman  have  eight  children : 
Mary,  Louis,  August,  John,  Anna,  Julius,  Richard  and  Albert  Martin.  Mary 
is  the  wife  of  Charles  0.  Holter,  of  Dovre  Township.  Louis  farms  in  Dovre 
Township.  August  is  on  the  home  place.  John  farms  in  Dovre  Township. 
Anna  is  the  wife  of  N.  B.  Thompson,  of  Macintosh,  Minn.  Julius  is  a  farmer 
of  Dovre  Township.  Richard  is  a  civil  engineer  in  Washington.  He  is  a 
veteran  of  the  World  War,  having  served  over  two  years  in  France  with  the 
American  Expeditionary  Force  and  the  American  Army  of  Occupation.  Albert 
Martin  is  the  manager  of  the  Spring  Hill  Creamery.  Three  children,  Dena, 
Alfred,  and  an  unnamed  infant,  are  dead.  Mrs.  Andrew  Newman  is  a  gracious 
lady  of  many  admirable  qualities.  She  has  ably  assisted  her  husband  in  all 
his  efforts,  she  has  kept  good  cheer  and  comfort  in  the  home,  her  personality 
has  been  the  guiding  spirit  of  the  family.  She  is  a  good  wife  and  a  good 
mother,  the  welfare  and  comfort  of  her  household  being  her  first  thought. 
She  is  a  good  neighbor,  always  kindly  and  helpful.  She  is  active  in  all  good 
work.  Now,  in  the  sunset  of  life,  she  is  deeply  beloved  by  all  who  know  her, 
and  highly  esteemed  and  respected  throughout  the  entire  community. 

August  Newman,  a  well-known  and  prosperous  agriculturist  of  section 
23,  Dovre  Township,  has  for  many  years  been  a  prominent  and  successful 
educator  in  several  states  of  the  Union.  As  a  citizen  and  farmer  he  is 
making  use  of  his  superior  training  and  experience,  and  he  is  regarded  as 
one  of  the  most  useful  men  in  the  community.  He  is  a  native  of  the  section 
where  he  still  resides,  having  been  born  in  a  pioneer  log  cabin  Aug.  6,  1874, 
the  son  of  Andrew  and  Marit  (Anderson)  Newman,  the  pioneers.  He  received 
his  early  education  in  the  log  schoolhouse  in  the  neighborhood,  and  in  the 
Chetek  High  School.  Then  he  taught  a  year  in  District  4,  this  township, 
and  a  year  in  District  3,  this  township,  the  district  in  which  he  was  educated. 
In  1896  he  entered  the  Northern  Illinois  Business  College  at  Dixon,  Ill.,  and 
studied  there  two  years.  Next  he  taught  two  years  at  Sand  Creek,  Dunn 
County.  With  this  experience,  he  went  West,  and  taught  two  years  at 
Eugene,  Oregon;  two  years  at  Olympia,  Washington;  and  one  year  at  Coil- 
bran,  near  Grand  Junction,  Colorado.  In  1906  he  returned  to  Wisconsin  and 
spent  a  year  in  temperance  work  for  the  Wisconsin  and  Minnesota  Tem¬ 
perance  Society.  The  next  six  years  he  was  principal  of  schools  at  Altoona, 
Wis.  In  1916  he  took  a  postgraduate  course  at  the  State  Normal  School  at 
River  Falls,  Wis.  He  was  acting  principal  of  schools  at  Maiden  Rock,  Wis., 
for  two  months.  He  finished  that  season  as  teacher  of  agriculture  at  Ells¬ 
worth,  Wis.  Then  for  two  years  he  was  principal  at  Benton,  Wis.  In  1918, 
after  a  long  and  successful  career  as  a  teacher,  he  retired.  He  had  been 
an  ideal  educator,  who  was  not  only  thoroughly  versed  in  the  subjects  he 
taught,  but  was  also  possessed  of  a  kindly  and  sympathetic  understanding  of 
child  nature,  and  had  the  happy  faculty  of  inspiring  the  boys  and  girls  to 
interest,  and  encouraging  them  in  their  best  work.  Upon  retiring  from 
teaching  he  took  over  the  management  of  the  old  homestead  where  he  now 
lives.  He  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying  and  makes  a  specialty  of 
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Holstein  cattle  and  buff  Orpington  fowls.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Spring 
Hill  Creamery,  of  Dovre  Township,  and  a  member  of  the  Barron  County 
Shipping  Association.  As  a  retired  educator  it  is  natural  that  he  should 
take  an  interest  in  school  affairs  and  he  is  doing  good  work  as  treasurer  of 
his  district,  the  district  in  which  he  attended  school  and  later  taught  school. 
Mr.  Newman  was  married  at  Drammen,  Eau  Claire  County,  Wis.,  Nov.  11, 
1905,  to  Amanda  Richard,  who  was  born  in  Iowa  on  June  4,  1885,  the  daughter 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Andrew  Richard,  and  died  at  Eau  Claire  Feb.  1,  1914,  at 
the  age  of  twenty-eight  years,  leaving  three  boys,  Gordon,  Wallace  and 
Delos.  Mr.  Newman  was  married  at  Minneapolis  June  12,  1918,  to  Solveig 
Christensen,  born  in  Norway  on  Dec.  29,  1884,  the  daughter  of  Gustav  and 
Ragna  Christensen,  and  widow  of  Olaf  Nelson,  by  whom  she  had  one 
daughter,  Esther.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran 
Church. 

Lewis  Newman,  a  substantial  and  successful  farmer  of  Section  15,  Dovre 
Township,  was  born  in  a  pioneer  log  house  on  Section  23,  Sept.  17,  1873,  the  son 
of  Andrew  and  Marit  (Anderson)  Newman,  the  early  settlers.  Although  still 
a  young  man  he  is  one  of  the  oldest  men  living  in  the  county  who  are  native 
sons  of  the  county,  and  the  marvelous  growth  that  has  taken  place  from  a 
region  of  timber  and  stumps,  with  lumber  camps  and  scattered  settlers,  to  a 
populous  and  fertile  garden  spot,  has  all  taken  place  since  he  was  a  boy.  He 
was  reared  to  farm  pursuits  on  the  home  place,  assisted  in  its  development,  and 
attended  the  log  schoolhouse  in  the  neighborhood.  His  first  experience  in  the 
woods  was  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  and  thereafter  he  spent  eleven  seasons 
working  in  the  woods  in  the  winters  and  on  the  drives  in  the  springs,  thus 
spending  from  five  to  seven  months  each  year.  He  well  remembers  the  first 
year,  that  of  1891,  when  the  snow  was  still  deep  on -the  ground  at  the  time  the 
camp  broke  up,  April  7.  In  1905  he  purchased  his  present  160-acre  farm. 
There  he  has  built  up  a  good  place.  He  has  a  sightly,  modern,  ten-room  home, 
built  in  1918;  a  commodious  barn,  34  by  56  feet,  built  in  1914;  and  an  impos¬ 
ing  silo,  12  by  35  feet,  erected  in  1916.  Other  sheds  and  buildings  have  been 
erected  as  necessity  has  required.  Mr.  Newman  successfully  carries  on  gen¬ 
eral  farming  on  a  profitable  scale.  He  raises  pure-blooded  Guernsey  cattle, 
Poland-China  swine,  and  good  horses.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Spring  Hill 
Creamery,  in  the  Co-operative  Mercantile  Co.,  of  Chetek,  and  in  the  Farmers’ 
Store  Co.,  of  Chetek.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Chetek  Co-operative  Shipping 
Association  of  Chetek.  As  the  father  of  children,  he  is  interested  in  educa¬ 
tion  and  has  done  good  service  on  the  school  board  for  eight  years.  He  is  a 
useful  and  active  citizen,  and  believes  in  everything  that  has  for  its  object 
the  best  interests  of  the  whole  community.  Mr.  Newman  was  married  at  Chetek 
on  Aug.  16,  1896,  to  Emma  Knutson,  the  daughter  of  Halver  and  Carrie  Knut¬ 
son.  She  was  born  in  Dovre  Township  on  Jhn.  16,  1875.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  New¬ 
man  have  a  fine  family  of  eight  children :  Mildred,  Lula,  Harvey,  Truman,  Phil¬ 
lip,  Viola,  Wallace  and  Leonora,  all  of  whom  are  a  credit  to  their  parents. 
The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

John  Newman,  a  representative  and  industrious  farmer  of  Section  23, 
Dovre  Township,  was  born  in  a  log  cabin  on  the  place  where  he  still  lives, 
May  7,  1878,  the  son  of  Andrew  and  Marit  (Anderson)  Newman,  early  resi¬ 
dents.  He  was  reared  on  this  place,  attended  the  log  schoolhouse  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood,  and  learned  farming  from  his  father.  He  has  always  remained  at 
home.  He  now  owns  eighty  acres  of  the  old  homestead.  His  modern  and  com¬ 
fortable  home  was  erected  in  1908.  The  barn,  36  by  64  feet,  and  the  silo,  12 
by  33  feet,  were  erected  in  1915.  Other  buildings  have  been  put  up  as  neces¬ 
sity  has  required.  Mr.  Newman  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  mak¬ 
ing  a  specialty  of  a  herd  of  Holstein  cattle  with  a  full-blooded  sire  at  the  head. 
As  a  native  born  son,  and  a  representative  of  one  of  the  leading  families  of 
the  township,  he  has  naturally  been  interested  in  everything  that  has  tended 
to  make  farm  marketing  more  profitable.  He  is  a  director  of  the  Spring  Hill 
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Creamery,  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers’  Store  Co.  of  Chetek.  The  bare  recital 
of  Mr.  Newman’s  career  and  interests,  however,  does  not  convey  an  adequate 
impression  of  Mr.  Newman’s  real  worth  to  the  community.  From  boyhood  up 
he  has  taken  his  share  in  everything  that  he  has  believed  to  be  for  the  good 
of  the  neighborhood,  he  takes  pride  in  his  family  and  in  his  farm,  he  is  a  good 
citizen  and  a  good  neighbor,  and  he  has  a  deep  faith  in  the  future  of  the  town¬ 
ship  in  which  he  was  born  and  where  he  has  spent  his  life.  Mr.  Newman  was 
married  at  Chetek  on  June  27,  1908,  to  Mary  Thompson,  who  was  born  in  Win¬ 
nebago  County,  Iowa,  on  April  19,  1886,  the  daughter  of  B.  N.  and  Carrie 
(Gunderson)  Thompson,  of  Chetek.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Newman  have  three  chil¬ 
dren  :  Kenneth,  James  and  Mavis.  One,  Morris  Audley,  is  dead.  Kenneth  was 
born  Nov.  29,  1910;  James  was  born  Jan.  16,  1916;  and  Mavis  was  born  March 
8,  1918. 

A.  Martin  Newman,  the  popular  and  progressive  manager  of  the  Spring 
Hill  Creamery,  in  Section  19,  Dovre  Township,  was  born  in  a  log  cabin  on  Sec¬ 
tion  23,  Aug.  21,  1892,  the  son  of  Andrew  and  Marit  (Anderson),  prominent 
citizens.  He  learned  farming  from  his  father  and  brothers,  attended  the  dis¬ 
trict  school,  and  early  became  interested  in  dairying.  In  1912  he  took  the  dairy 
course  in  the  Agricultural  College  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin  at  Madison. 
With  this  preparation,  he  went  to  Union  Grove,  Racine  County,  Wis.,  and  had 
charge  of  a  creamery  one  season.  Next,  he  had  charge  of  a  creamery  at  Black 
Earth,  in  Dane  County,  Wis.,  for  five  years.  The  next  season  he  was  similarly 
engaged  at  Mt.  Horeb,  in  Dane  County,  this  state.  On  Aug.  15,  1917,  he  took 
his  present  position.  No  better  man  could  have  been  chosen  for  the  position. 
He  has  known  all  the  patrons  since  boyhood,  many  are  his  relatives,  all  are  his 
friends.  He  has  the  great  advantage  of  knowing  local  conditions  thoroughly. 
His  education  and  his  experience  elsewhere,  coupled  with  natural  ability  and 
a  real  love  for  his  work,  have  made  him  an  expert  in  his  line.  He  is  a  skilled 
dairyman,  a  thorough  business  man,  a  good  family  man,  a  genial  friend  and 
a  loyal  citizen.  He  is  conducting  the  business  of  the  creamery  in  a  profitable 
manner,  turning  out  about  60  tubs  a  week.  The  fidelity  and  skill  with  which 
he  labors  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  he  holds  three  diplomas  for  excellence,  as 
well  as  several  prizes.  He  is  well  liked  by  all  who  know  him,  takes  his  part 
in  all  the  affairs  of  the  community,  and  is  prominent  in  all  social  events.  Mr. 
Newman  was  married  at  Mt.  Horeb,  Wis.,  Dec.  30,  1916,  to  Mary  Froh,  who  was 
born  there  March  14,  1897,  the  daughter  of  Christ  and  Mary  Froh,  estimable 
residents  of  Dane  County.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  two  bright  chil¬ 
dren:  Milford  Arvin  and  Gladys  Marie.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Nor¬ 
wegian  Lutheran  Church. 

John  N.  Moen.  an  active  farmer  of  Section  6,  Prairie  Farm,  is  a  native  of 
this  township  and  county,  having  been  born  in  the  old  log  house  on  Section  6, 
Sept.  16,  1885,  the  son  of  Anton  P.  and  Gurena  (Nelson)  Moen.  He  was  edu¬ 
cated  in  the  school  in  the  neighborhood,  and  learned  farming  from  his  father, 
whom  he  helped  to  clear  up  the  home  place.  As  a  young  man,  he  worked  in 
logging  camps  in  this  state  and  in  the  harvest  fields  of  North  Dakota.  In  1909 
he  purchased  his  present  place  of  80  acres.  This  was  practically  all  brush 
land.  There  were  no  buildings  and  no  fences,  there  was  no  water  on  the  place, 
and  only  eight  acres  had  been  broken.  He  started  to  develop  the  place  and  in 
1914  moved  onto  it.  He  has  a  pleasant  eight-room  house,  a  well-equipped  barn, 
70  by  32  feet,  with  full  basement,  and  other  suitable  buildings.  The  farm  is 
well  developed  and  fenced,  and  the  tools,  implements  and  machinery  are  excel¬ 
lent.  He  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  and  has  a  good  herd  of  cat¬ 
tle.  He  is  a  believer  in  everything  that  is  for  the  good  of  the  community  and 
has  taken  shares  in  the  co-operative  store  at  Prairie  Farm.  He  is  especially  in¬ 
terested  in  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church  in  Arland,  has  held  offices  in 
it,  and  has  been  active  in  the  Young  People’s  Society.  Mr.  Moen  was  married 
in  Prairie  Farm  Township  on  Feb.  10,  1914,  to  Mary  Wold,  who  was  born  in 
Arland  Township,  this  county,  the  daughter  of  Hans  and  Stena  Wold,  early  set* 
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tiers  of  that  township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moen  have  a  fine  family  of  five  children : 
Sarah,  Helen,  John  and  Oliva  (twins),  and  Ora. 

Frederick  Paulsen,  Section  29,  Prairie  Farm  Township,  has  been  a  Wis¬ 
consin  town  clerk  for  over  twenty  years,  serving:  from  1896  to  1903  in  that 
capacity,  in  Coon  Township,  Vernon  County,  and  since  1908  in  Prairie  Farm 
Township.  He  is  a  conscientious  record  keeper,  he  knows  how  the  books  should 
be  kept  for  present  reference  and  future  study,  and  he  is  very  capable  in  han¬ 
dling  the  town’s  business.  He  has  also  been  clerk  of  his  school  district  for 
many  years,  having  been  first  appointed  in  1903.  He  was  born  in  Norway, 
Nov.  21,  1861,  the  son  of  Peter  and  Anna  (Frederickson)  Paulsen,  who  brought 
him  and  his  brother,  Paul,  to  the  United  States  in  1866,  and  located  in  Ver¬ 
non  County,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  They  were  solid, 
substantial  people,  who  gave  their  sons  good  training,  and  were  faithful  to 
every  demand  that  life  made  upon  them.  Frederick  was  reared  on  the  home 
farm,  paid  good  attention  to  his  studies  in  the  public  schools,  and  learned  farm¬ 
ing  from  his  father.  For  some  years  he  farmed  a  good  place  of  60  acres  in 
Coon  Township,  in  his  native  county.  He  was  a  prominent  man  among  his  as¬ 
sociates,  he  took  an  active  part  in  everything  that  pertained  to  the  growth  of 
the  town,  and,  as  already  noted,  served  with  distinction  as  town  clerk.  But  he 
heard  of  the  wonderful  possibilities  of  the  newly  developing  dairy  region  of 
Barron  County,  so  he  decided  to  cast  his  lot  here.  He  arrived  on  Oct.  10,  1393, 
and  settled  on  80  acres  of  his  present  farm.  To  this  he  has  since  added  20 
acres  more.  His  well-tilled  place  of  100  acres  is  as  good  as  is  to  be  found  in 
the  community.  He  has  a  pleasant  home,  and  a  fine  barn  and  outbuildings, 
with  a  sightly  lawn  and  well-kept  yards.  His  land  is  well  fenced,  and  is  in  a 
good  stage  of  cultivation.  His  equipment  has  been  purchased  with  discrimina¬ 
tion  and  is  admirably  suited  to  his  needs.  The  stock  is  of  good  grade  and  well 
cared  for.  In  fact,  the  place  is  a  representative  Wisconsin  farm,  and  its  owner 
a  typical  intelligent  Wisconsin  farmer.  His  position  in  the  community  is  indi¬ 
cated  by  the  offices  which  he  holds.  Mr.  Paulsen  was  married  in  Vernon 
County,  Aug.  31,  1888,  to  Karen  Iverson,  who  was  born  in  Norway,  Aug.  6,  1864, 
daughter  of  Iver  Erlandson  and  his  wife,  Ingeborg.  She  died  Aug.  9,  1916.  She 
was  a  gracious  woman  of  many  beautiful  traits  of  character,  a  loving  wife,  an 
affectionate  and  understanding  mother,  and  loyal  friend,  and  helpful  and  gen¬ 
erous  neighbor.  She  was  everything  that  a  good  woman  should  be,  and  her 
death  left  a  vacant  place  in  the  hearts  of  her  friends  that  will  never  be  filled. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paulsen  have  one  son,  Peder  Ingman  Paulsen,  who  was  born  in 
Vernon  County,  July  29,  1889.  He  is  a  young  man  of  sterling  worth,  well  liked 
by  all  who  know  him,  and  already  making  strides  along  the  road  to  success. 

Alvah  L.  Gumbert,  the  enterprising  proprietor  of  the  prosperous  Hillview 
Dairy  Farm,  Section  26,  Prairie  Farm  Township,  is  a  well-known  man  in  this 
vicinity,  and  is  an  efficient  official  here,  as  he  was  also  in  Buffalo  County,  this 
state,  before  coming  here.  He  was  born  in  Gilmanton  Township,  Buffalo 
County,  Nov.  16,  1869,  the  son  of  Jerry  and  Nancy  (Timblin)  Gumbert.  The 
parents  were  born  in  Pennsylvania  and  came  to  this  state  as  young  people. 
After  their  marriage  they  established  themselves  on  a  homestead  in  Buffalo 
County,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  At  first  they  endured 
many  hardships  getting  their  start  in  life.  Alma,  on  the  Mississippi,  was  the 
trading  point,  and  Mr.  Gumbert  walked  there  after  provisions,  bringing  flour, 
bacon,  meal  and  salt  home  on  his  back.  Mr.  Gumbert  was  a  man  highly  es¬ 
teemed  in  the  community.  He  fought  in  the  Civil  War,  and  was  a  good  citizen 
in  every  respect,  held  in  the  deepest  regard  by  all  who  knew  him.  The  sub¬ 
ject  of  this  sketch,  born  in  a  log  cabin,  was  reared  amid  pioneer  conditions,  and 
helped  to  clear  up  the  home  farm.  As  a  young  man,  he  started  farming  in 
Gilmanton  Township,  in  that  county,  and  soon  became  a  prosperous  and  sub¬ 
stantial  citizen.  He  served  with  credit  as  a  member  of  the  town  board,  and  he 
did  much  for  the  betterment  of  farm  conditions  in  the  vicinity  as  the  president 
of  the  German  Valley  branch  of  the  American  Society  of  Equity.  In  1913  he 
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came  to  Barron  County  and  purchased  his  present  farm  of  120  acres.  To  the 
development  and  operation  of  this  place  he  has  since  devoted  his  attention.  He 
carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  and  has  an  excellent  herd  of  graded 
Holstein  cattle,  a  fine  drove  of  Poland-China  swine,  and  some  good  grade 
horses.  He  has  built  up  an  excellent  farm,  a  model  in  every  particular,  and 
everything  about  it  bespeaks  the  thrift,  energy  and  ability  of  its  owner.  He 
is  serving  the  town  as  assessor,  and  his  fairness  and  good  judgment  have  com¬ 
mended  his  work  to  the  taxpayers.  He  is  likewise  giving  good  service  as 
clerk  of  his  school  board.  He  is  a  most  estimable  citizen  and  is  doing  his  full 
share  toward  the  general  progress  of  the  community.  Mr.  Gumbert  was  mar¬ 
ried  at  Gilmanton,  Wis.,  Dec.  26,  1894,  to  Pauline  Schafer,  who  was  born  in 
Alma,  Buffalo  County,  on  Dec.  18,  1876,  daughter  of  Mathias  and  Elizabeth 
Schafer.  The  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gumbert  is  brightened  by  three  children, 
Edward,  Alma  and  Alice.  One  child  died  in  infancy,  and  another,  Vera,  mar¬ 
ried  Henry  Neck,  of  Prairie  Farm  Township,  and  died  in  1920,  leaving  a  son. 
Vane,  who  was  born  May  9,  1920.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Evangelical 
Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mathias  Schafer,  the  parents  of  Mrs.  Gumbert,  were 
natives  of  Germany,  and  came  to  Buffalo  County,  Wisconsin,  when  children, 
with  their  parents,  and  carried  on  farming  there.  On  Oct.  20,  1920,  they  cele¬ 
brated  their  Golden  Wedding.  They  sold  their  farm  in  1912  and  now  live  re¬ 
tired  in  Mondovi.  There  were  ten  children  in  the  family,  of  whom,  John, 
Otto,  Arthur,  George,  Emma,  Isabel  and  Pauline,  are  living.  Those  deceased 
are,  Amanda,  Lizzie,  Fred,  and  one  who  died  in  infancy. 

Gregers  Anderson,  a  pioneer,  for  many  years  a  resident  of  Section  26,  west, 
Dovre  Township,  was  born  in  Norway,  and  came  of  a  line  of  iron  workers,  black¬ 
smiths  and  machinists.  He  was  reared  in  his  native  country,  and  as  a  youth, 
like  his  ancestors  before  him,  became  an  iron  worker.  He  married  Helen 
Olson,  who  was  bom  in  the  same  neighborhood,  and  they  had  eight  children, 
three  of  whom  died  in  Norway.  The  survivors  were,  Andrew,  Jerry,  Ole, 
Martha  and  Anton.  Mr.  Anderson  brought  his  family  to  America  in  1869, 
coming  to  this  region  by  way  of  Quebec,  Canada,  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  and  Reed’s 
Landing,  Minn.  For  a  part  of  the  first  summer,  they  lived  with  an  uncle, 
John  Anderson,  who  had  a  farm  on  Little  L  Creek,  near  Menomonie,  Dunn 
County,  this  state.  From  there,  Mr.  Anderson  moved  his  family  to  Eau  Claire, 
this  state,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade  as  a  blacksmith  and  as  an  engineer  in 
the  mills  for  two  years.  In  1871  he  went  to  Minnesota  but  did  not  get  just 
what  he  wanted.  That  fall  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  found  a  location 
that  just  suited  him.  In  1873  he  drove  his  family  up  here,  installed  them  in  a 
log  house  on  the  place,  and  provided  suitable  quarters  for  his  yoke  of  oxen  and 
two  cows.  Then  he  went  back  to  Eau  Claire  and  worked  there  for  another 
year.  In  the  meantime  his  wife  and  children  started  to  clear  up  the  place  and 
got  in  the  first  crop.  In  1873  he  located  here  permanently,  and  here  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  life  with  the  exception  of  two  different  periods  when  he  was 
away  working.  He  built  up  a  good  place,  and  became  a  substantial  man  in  the 
community.  He  and  his  wife  were  both  devout  members  of  the  Norwegian 
Lutheran  Church,  and  he  served  the  congregation  at  Sand  Creek  as  a  trustee. 
He  died  March  30,  1891,  at  the  age  of  sixty-one,  and  she  in  January,  1918,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-six.  In  addition  to  the  children  named,  they  had  a  daughter, 
Inga,  born  in  this  county,  who  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Soberg  of  Dovre  Town¬ 
ship;  also  a  son  named  George,  who  died  in  infancy. 

Anton  Anderson,  an  estimable  farmer  of  Section  26,  west,  Dovre  Township, 
was  born  in  Norway,  Dec.  23,  1867,  the  son  of  Gregers  and  Helen  Anderson, 
who  brought  him  to  America  in  1869  and  to  his  present  farm  in  1873.  He  was 
reared  here,  attended  school  in  an  old  school  house,  now  the  chicken  house  of 
John  Knudson,  in  Section  27,  and  learned  farming  from  his  father.  With  the 
exception  of  two  summers,  when  he  worked  in  the  mills  at  Rice  Lake,  he  has 
always  remained  at  home.  To  the  original  160  acres  he  had  added  40  acres 
more,  and  he  has  made  many  improvements.  In  1920,  he  put  up  a  barn,  36  by 
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86  feet,  with  full  basement,  and  furnished  with  modern  equipment.  He  also 
erected  a  silo,  12  by  20  feet,  fourteen  feet  in  the  ground.  He  carries  on  gen¬ 
eral  farming  and  dairying,  and  makes  a  specialty  of  Holstein  cattle  and  Bel¬ 
gian  horses.  He  is  a  stockholder  of  the  Spring  Hill  Creamery,  and  has  served 
as  its  secretary  and  as  one  of  its  trustees.  In  township  affairs  he  has  been  a 
real  leader.  He  is  the  present  town  treasurer  and  previous  to  that  served  a 
long  period  as  town  clerk.  For  some  nine  years  he  was  clerk  of  his  school' 
district.  All  these  positions  he  has  filled  with  efficiency,  ability  and  dignity, 
to  the  credit  of  himself  and  the  satisfaction  of  his  constituents.  The  church 
likewise  has  found  him  a  useful  and  active  worker,  and  for  some  years  he  was 
clerk  of  the  congregation  at  Sand  Creek.  Mr.  Anderson  was  married  on  June 
17,  1899,  to  Vanda  Hanson,  who  was  born  in  Norway,  March  16,  1872,  the 
daughter  of  Hans  and  Bridget  Hanson,  and  came  to  America  at  the  age  of  24 
years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson  are  the  parents  of  six  children :  Hulda,  Gladys, 
Frances,  Myrtle,  Arthur  and  Harold,  all  living  at  home. 

Henry  Rabe,  an  estimable  citizen  of  Section  6,  Prairie  Farm  Township, 
has  lived  here  for  more  than  forty  years,  has  built  up  a  good  farm,  has  reared 
an  unusually  fine  family,  and  in  every  way  has  been  a  fine  example  to  the 
community  of  an  honorable  and  God-fearing  citizen.  He  was  born  in  Ger¬ 
many,  Jan.  31,  1862,  the  son  of  Charles  and  Dora  Rabe,  who  spent  the  span  of 
their  years  in  that  country.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  his  native 
land,  and  attended  school  there.  In  1872  he  came  to  the  United  States  and 
located  in  Carver  County,  Minnesota.  There  he  was  employed  as  a  farm  hand. 
He  was  frugal  and  careful,  and  self-denying,  and  in  a  few  years  saved  enough 
money  out  of  his  pay  to  purchase  110  acres  of  partly  improved  land  in  Sibley 
County,  Minn.  Then  he  married  and  took  his  bride  there.  In  1879  he  came  to 
Barron  County,  and  located  on  40  acres  in  Section  6,  Prairie  Farm  Township. 
He  brought  with  him  his  family,  a  team  of  horses,  a  little  furniture,  a  few 
kitchen  utensils,  a  few  tools,  and  a  small  amount  of  other  supplies,  as  well  as 
a  cow.  He  built  a  log  cabin,  moved  his  family  into  it,  and  started  improving 
the.  land.  With  this  beginning  he  has  built  up  as  good  a  place  as  is  to  be  found 
in  the  neighborhood.  He  has  added  to  his  land  until  he  has  120  acres.  The 
home  is  pleasant  and  comfortable,  the  barn  is  adequate,  and  the  other  out¬ 
buildings  in  the  best  of  repair.  Mr.  Rabe  successfully  carries  on  general  farm¬ 
ing  and  dairying,  and  has  met  with  a  measure  of  well-deserved  success.  Mr. 
Rabe  was  married  on  Feb.  13,  1885,  in  Green  Isle  Township,  Sibley  County, 
Minn.,  to  Caroline  Louise  Winter,  who  was  born  there  Jan.  4,  1868,  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Michael  and  Caroline  Winter,  natives  of  Germany,  who  settled  in  Sibley 
County  in  1866,  where  both  are  now  living  at  a  good  old  age.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Rabe  have  a  fine  family  of  fourteen  children.  They  are,  Henry,  Lena,  Emma, 
Wilhelmina,  Elsie,  Annie,  Herman,  Stella,  Otto,  Selma,  William,  Edward,  Re¬ 
gina  and  Beldina.  Six  of  the  daughters  are  married.  Lena  married  Otto  Erd- 
man,  of  Turtle  Lake  Township;  Wilhelmina  married  George  Nuesse,  of  Turtle 
Lake;  Elsie  married  Henry  Mass,  of  Arland  Township;  Anna  married  Rudolph 
Reidal,  of  Maple  Grove  Township;  Stella  married  David  Schmidt,  of  Min¬ 
nesota;  and  Selma  married  Charles  Hover,  of  Cameron. 

Alexander  Allen,  a  well-known  farmer  who  owns  80  acres  in  Section  11, 
Rice  Lake  Township,  was  born  in  Sparta,  Monroe  County,  Wis.,  June  10,  1873, 
son  of  Alexander  E.  and  Elizabeth  (Shepherd)  Allen.  Alexander  E.  Allen, 
the  father,  was  born  in  Ireland,  came  to  America  in  1861,  located  in  New 
York  State,  and  then  in  1855  came  to  Monroe  County,  this  state,  where  he 
owned  successively  40  acres  which  he  purchased  that  year,  160  acres  which  he 
purchased  in  1859,  and  210  acres  which  he  purchased  in  1869.  This  last  place 
he  devoted  the  remainder  of  his  years  to  improving.  He  died  in  1910  and  his 
wife  in  1914.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  to  farm  pursuits  on  the 
home  farm.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  became  a  fireman  for  the  Chicago  & 
Northwestern  Railway  and  was  subsequently  promoted  to  engineer.  For 
twelve  years  he  was  brakeman  for  the  Puget  Sound  Railroad  with  headquarters 
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at  Marmoth.  In  1910  he  started  operating  the  home  place  at  Sparta,  Wis.  He 
came  to  Rice  Lake  in  1917  and  purchased  his  present  place.  He  has  erected 
new  buildings,  made  general  improvements,  and  here  carries  on  mixed  farming 
and  dairying.  He  was  married  March  23,  1907,  at  Winona,  Minn.,  to  Della 
Thayer,  daughter  of  James  A.  and  Elizabeth  (Wallace)  Thayer,  the  former  of 
whom  died  in  1915  and  the  latter  in  1882.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allen  have  four  chil¬ 
dren:  Dorothy  V.,  born  May  16,  1909;  Margaret  L.,  born  Dec.  28,  1914;  Alex¬ 
ander  A.,  born  March  27,  1916;  and  Merlia  E.,  born  Jan.  14,  1921.  The  family 
are  members  of  the  Catholic  Church. 

Axel  H.  Borgen,  until  recently  the  owner  and  operator  of  a  farm  of  40 
acres  in  Section  29,  Rice  Lake  Township,  but  now  living  retired  at  Ricd  Lake, 
was  for  years  industriously  engaged  in  farming  and  dairying.  When  he  ac¬ 
quired  the  place  in  1913  it  was  mostly  wild  timber  land,  with  but  ten  acres 
broken.  He  continued  the  breaking  and  clearing,  and  erected  a  good  set  of 
buildings,  including  a  modern  house  and  suitable  barn.  In  addition  to  rais¬ 
ing  the  usual  crops,  he  made  a  specialty  df  a  good  herd  of  graded  Holstein  cat¬ 
tle.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  Rice  Lake  Lodge,  No.  7,  S.  A.  F.  Axel  H. 
Borgen  was  born  in  Norway,  Nov.  14,  1877,  the  son  of  Edon  Runni  and  Hedda 
Anderson.  The  father  died  in  1878,  and  the  mother  later  married  Magnus 
Larson,  who  brought  the  family  to  America  in  1881,  located  at  Rice  Lake,  this 
county,  where  he  was  employed  by  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  in  a  store,  then  in  1895 
going  to  Prairie  Farm  hamlet,  in  this  county,  and  opening  a  store,  of  which 
he  is  still  the  proprietor.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  left  in  the  old  coun¬ 
try  with  an  uncle  when  the  rest  of  the  family  came  to  America.  He  was  there¬ 
fore  reared  in  his  native  land,  educated  there,  and  served  in  the  regular  army 
for  four  years.  He  came  to  America  in  1901  and  found  his  way  directly  to 
Rice  Lake  where  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Rice  Lake  Manufacturing  Co. 
From  this  employ  he  went  to  the  farm  above  mentioned.  Mr.  Borgen  was  mar¬ 
ried  Aug.  1,  1901,  at  Rice  Lake,  to  Maren  Tandberg,  daughter  of  John  and 
Martha  (Olsen)  Tandberg,  who  came  to  America  in  1880,  and  located  in  Chip¬ 
pewa  Falls,  Wis.,  where  the  father  worked  at  his  trade  as  a  carpenter  uhtil 
1893,  when  he  moved  to  Rice  Lake,  as  one  of  the  owners  of  the  Rice  Lake  Man¬ 
ufacturing  Co.  The  father  died  March  28,  1903,  and  the  mother  retained  her 
interest  in  the  concern  until  1917,  when  she  sold  out.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tandberg 
had  eight  children:  Maren,  born  Oct.  18,  1880;  Henry  M.,  born  Nov.  10,  1882; 
John,  born  Feb.  15,  1885,  who  died  March  12,  1886;  Helen  M.,  born  Feb.  1, 
1887;  Orlando  J.,  born  Aug.  6,  1889;  Arthur  B.,  born  Aug.  14,  1891;  Ebba,  born 
May  1,  1894;  Leonard,  born  Aug.  6,  1896;  and  Ingvald  O.,  born  Nov.  25,  1898. 
The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church.  Axel  H.  Borgen 
lost  his  wife  March  12,  1921,  and  in  April  he  sold  his  farm  and  moved  to  Rice 
Lake. 

John  C.  Barta,  a  solid,  substantial  citizen  of  Section  32,  Rice  Lake  Town¬ 
ship,  has  assisted  in  developing  three  different  farms  in  this  county,  and  has 
done  his  share  in  the  general  progress  of  the  vicinity.  He  was  born  in  Mon¬ 
roe  County,  Wis.,  Nov.  9,  1885,  son  of  Carl  and  Amelia  (Arantz)  Barta,  the 
former  a  native  of  Germany,  and  the  latter  a  native  of  Wisconsin,  who  died  in 
1885.  He  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  county  and  was 
reared  to  farm  pursuits  on  his  parents’  farm.  He  remained  with  his  father 
until  1913.  In  that  year  he  purchased  80  acres  of  partly-improved  land  in  Sec¬ 
tion  8,  Stanley  Township,  this  county.  He  erected  a  frame  house,  barn  and 
other  buildings,  and  continued  the  clearing.  In  1917  he  sold  out  and  bought 
another  40  acres  in  the  same  section.  There  he  renovated  the  house,  built  a 
barn  and  made  other  improvements.  In  1919  he  sold  that  place  and  bought  his 
present  place  of  60  acres.  This  farm  has  a  good  frame  house,  a  log  barn  and 
other  suitable  buildings,  and  some  thirty  acres  has  been  broken.  To  its  fur¬ 
ther  development  and  operation,  Mr.  Barta  is  now  devoting  his  attention.  Mr. 
Barta  was  married  Dec.  4,  1915,  at  Rice  Lake,  to  Julia  Johnson,  the  daughter 
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of  Ole  and  Marian  (Gihle)  Johnson.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barta  have  one  son,  Wesley 
Lyle,  born  Aug.  3,  1918. 

Peter  Joseph  Bungartz  was  born  in  Germany,  and  was  there  reared  and 
educated.  He  came  to  America  in  1855  and  secured  a  farm  in  Iowa.  In  1858, 
by  reason  of  failing  health,  he  sold  out  and  returned  to  Germany.  In  1862  he 
again  came  to  America.  For  three  years  he  served  as  a  private  in  the  Civil 
War,  being  a  member  of  the  24th  Wisconsin  Regiment.  After  the  war  he 
bought  a  farm  near  Milwaukee,  and  later  acquired  one  in  Chippewa  County, 
this  state.  He  was  a  weaver  by  trade  but  devoted  most  of  his  attention  to 
farming.  In  Chippewa  County  his  homestead  at  first  consisted  of  160  acres  of 
wild  land.  This  land  is  still  in  the  family.  He  cleared  and  broke  it,  erected  a 
log  house  and  barn,  and  developed  a  good  place.  There  he  lived  until  his 
death,  April  27,  1909,  his  good  wife  having  died  June  21,  1884. 

Martin  Joseph  Bungartz,  known  as  Joseph  Bungartz,  a  successful  farmer, 
owning  160  acres  in  Section  36,  Rice  Lake  Township,  was  born  in  Germany, 
Nov.  17,  1863,  son  of  Peter  J.  and  Margaretha  (Wolber)  Bungartz.  His  mother 
had  returned  to  Germany  after  the  father  had  enlisted  in  the  Union  Army  for 
service  in  the  Civil  War.  In  the  early  eighties,  Martin  bought  his  present 
farm.  A  claim  shanty  had  been  erected  on  the  place  and  a  little  clearing  done. 
He  moved  into  the  shanty,  and  commenced  to  develop  a  farm.  He  built  a  frame 
house  and  a  log  barn,  and  purchased  equipment  as  necessity  required  and 
means  permitted.  In  1916  he  built  the  present  frame  barn.  Other  buildings 
have  also  been  erected  as  required.  Mr.  Bungartz  is  a  solid,  substantial  citi¬ 
zen.  He  has  been  road  overseer  for  some  twenty  years,  and  a  director  on  the 
school  board  for  several  terms.  Mr.  Bungartz  was  married  at  Rice  Lake,  Sept. 
17,  1889,  to  Rosalia  Krug,  daughter  of  Kosmas  and  Maria  (Schwartz)  Krug, 
natives  respectively  of  Prussia  and  Austria.  The  mother  died  Sept.  15,  1916; 
and  the  father,  Nov.  24,  1917.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bungartz  have  five  children: 
John  William,  Margaret  B.,  Frank  J.,  Helena  P.  and  Ernest  V.  John  William 
was  born  July  26,  1890,  married  Claris  Amens,  and  has  one  son,  Guy  J.,  born 
Dec.  23,  1919.  Margaret  B.  was  born  Sept.  14,  1891,  married  Martin  Lueth- 
ner,  and  has  two  children,  Millicent  and  Genevieve.  Frank  J.  was  born  March 
10,  1896.  Helen  P.  was  born  Sept.  18,  1898,  and  married  Gregory  Weber. 
Ernest  V.  was  born  Sept.  23,  1899.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Bungartz  were  early 
settlers  of  Barron  County.  They  often  walked  to  Chippewa  and  one  time 
carried  Mrs.  Bungartz  as  a  child  on  such  a  trip,  she  being  then  three 
months  old. 

Henry  Crotteau,  who  is  successfully  developing  and  operating  a  farm  in 
Section  25,  Rice  Lake  Township,  and  is  an  excellent  representative  of  the 
younger,  progressive  farmers  of  the  county,  was  born  in  the  township  where 
he  still  resides,  Feb.  9,  1887,  son  of  Frank  and  Georgiana  (Parise)  Crotteau, 
natives  of  Canada,  who  came  to  Barron  County  in  1884,  purchased  80  acres 
in  Section  25,  Rice  Lake  Township,  of  which  only  ten  acres  had  been  broken, 
and  by  hard  work,  cleared  up  the  rest  of  the  farm,  erected  a  substantial  home 
and  other  buildings,  and  there  carried  on  general  farming.  The  mother  died 
in  1888,  and  in  1907  the  father  retired  and  moved  to  Rice  Lake  City,  where 
he  died  in  1908.  Henry  was  reared  to  farm  pursuits  on  the  home  farm  and 
attended  the  district  school.  Upon  attaining  his  majority  he  became  a  renter, 
and  as  such  worked  for  several  years.  In  1914  he  purchased  his  present  farm. 
It  was  then  wild,  covered  with  brush  and  stumps.  He  cleared  up  the  land, 
erected  a  good  house  and  outbuildings,  and  is  well  on  the  road  to  success. 
Everything  that  he  has  he  has  achieved  by  hard  labor,  and  by  working  early 
and  late,  and  he  deserves  much  credit  for  what  he  has  achieved.  He  was  mar¬ 
ried  April  20,  1909,  to  Eliza  Demers,  who  is  also  a  native  of  Rice  Lake  Town¬ 
ship,  bom  June  8,  1891,  daughter  of  John  B.  and  Louise  (Theiren)  Demers, 
natives  of  Canada,  who  came  to  Barron  County  in  the  early  days  and  were 
among  the  first  settlers  of  Rice  Lake,  where  they  farmed  until  their  death,  he 
dying  in  1903  and  she  in  1910.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crotteau  have  six  sturdy  chil- 
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dren:  Georgians,  born  June  7,  1910;  Lucille,  born  Jan.  22,  1912;  Harvey,  born 
Sept.  4,  1913;  Lloyd,  born  Sept.  21,  1916;  Norman,  born  Aug.  15,  1917;  and 
Edna,  born  March  28,  1920.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church. 

Victor  E.  Emanuelson,  who  owns  forty  acres  in  Section  30,  which  his 
father,  and  he  and  his  brother,  Oscar  E.,  of  heroic  memory,  developed,  was 
born  in  Sweden,  May  10,  1884,  the  son  of  Nels  U.  and  Anna  (Larson)  Eman¬ 
uelson.  The  family  came  to  America  in  1893,  and  located  at  Rice  Lake,  this 
county,  where  the  father  was  employed  in  the  mill  of  the  Rice  Lake  Lumber 
Co.  Later  they  moved  onto  the  present  farm.  The  tract  was  all  wild  when 
they  bought  it.  They  cleared  and  grubbed  the  land,  put  up  a  frame  house  and 
log  barns,  and  successfully  conducted  general  farming.  Victor  E.  was  sent 
to  the  public  schools  and  assisted  with  the  work  at  home.  When  he  was  nine¬ 
teen  he  went  to  work  piling  lumber  for  the  Rice  Lake  Lumber  Co.  When  the 
father  died  in  1911,  he  went  back  to  the  farm,  which  he  and  his  brother, 
Oscar  E.,  inherited.  Together  they  successfully  conducted  it  for  several 
years.  Oscar  E.  was  killed  in  France,  Nov.  8,  1918,  and  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  now  operates  it  alone.  He  thoroughly  understands  farming  and  is 
making  a  good  living  from  the  place  for  himself  and  his  family.  Mr.  Eman¬ 
uelson  was  married  May  30,  1917,  at  Bloomer,  Wis.,  to  Ida  Phillipsen,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Christ  and  Carrie  (Rassmussen)  Phillipsen,  who  live  at  Haugen,  Bar¬ 
ron  County,  where  they  own  a  good  farm.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Emanuelson  have  one 
child,  Oscar  U.,  born  Dec.  29,  1918.  Oscar  E.  Emanuelson  was  born  in  Swe¬ 
den,  Jan.  21,  1891.  He  was  inducted  into  the  United  States  service  at  Barron, 
Nov.  20,  1917,  and  was  sent  to  Camp  Grant  at  Rockford,  Ill.  He  was  a  cor¬ 
poral  in  Company  C,  130th  Infantry.  He  sailed  from  New  York,  was  in  the 
trenches  and  was  killed  in  action  and  was  buried  in  an  American  grave  yard 
in  France.  His  body  was  brought  back  and  buried  with  military  honors  in  the 
Swedish  grave  yard  in  Rice  Lake  Township,  Aug.  1,  1921. 

Frank  E.  Frazee,  an  energetic  and  modern  farmer,  owning  80  acres  in 
Section  17,  Rice  Lake  Township,  was  born  in  Cherokee,  Cherokee  County,  Iowa. 
July  30,  1886,  son  of  William  J.  and  Alice  J.  (Dixon)  Frazee,  who  took  him  to 
Rock  County,  Wis.,  where  he  attended  the  public  schools  until  fifteen  years 
of  age.  With  the  exception  of  the  five  years  from  1899  to  1904,  when  he 
farmed  in  Iowa,  he  worked  on  the  home  farm  in  Rock  County  until  1911.  Then 
he  came  to  Barron  County  and  purchased  a  farm  of  80  acres  in  Barron  County, 
half  a  mile  south  of  Barron.  This  he  sold  in  1912,  and  bought  a  place  of  80 
acres  in  section  34,  Rice  Lake  Township.  This  he  sold  in  1916  and  moved  to 
the  City  of  Rice  Lake,  where  he  engaged  in  railroad  work.  He  purchased 
his  present  place  in  1920.  He  is  successfully  farming  and  is  developing  the 
place  in  many  ways.  Mr.  Frazee  was  married  Sept.  16,  1909,  at  Evansville, 
Wis.,  to  Jeanette  Cushman,  daughter  of  Jefferson  H.  and  Cora  (Basey)  Cush¬ 
man,  natives  of  Grant  County,  this  state,  the  former  of  whom  is  still  living 
there,  and  the  latter  of  whom  died  in  1913.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frazee  are  the 
parents  of  three  children:  Dorothy  K.,  born  June  29,  1910;  Marjorie  J.,  born 
Dec.  17,  1914,  and  Frances  C.,  born  May  24,  1917.  Mrs.  Frazee  was  born 
in  Grant  County,  Wis.,  Sept.  13,  1884.  She  graduated  from  the  Wisconsin 
State  Normal  School  at  Plattville,  Wis.,  in  the  class  of  1904,  and  taught 
graded  schools  in  this  state  for  six  years.  She  is  an  active  member  of  the 
Eastern  Star. 

John  Gobler  is  operating  a  farm  of  120  acres  in  sections  7  and  8,  Rice 
Lake  Township,  which  he  purchased  in  1899,  which  he  has  developed  and 
which  he  has  operated  for  more  than  twenty  years.  He  was  born  in  Ger¬ 
many  May  10,  1862,  son  of  Ferdinand  and  Dorothy  (Jurn)  Gobler.  Ferdinand 
Gobler  was  a  miller  by  trade.  He  brought  his  family  to  America'  in  1852, 
worked  at  his  trade  in  New  York  two  years,  in  Detroit,  Mich.,  a  year,  and  in 
Styles,  Mich.,  four  years.  In  1858  he  bought  40  acres  in  Brown  County,  Wis., 
all  covered  with  timber.  He  built  a  log  house  and  barn  and  started  clearing 
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the  land  and  farming.  He  prospered  with  the  years  and  added  to  his  pos¬ 
sessions  until  he  owned  200  acres  of  land  in  Brown  County.  He  died  in  1910 
and  his  wife  in  1916.  John  came  to  America  with  his  parents  and  attended 
school  until  fifteen  years  of  age.  As  a  young  man  he  entered  the  employ 
of  the  Hub  and  Spoke  factory  at  Kaukana,  Wis.,  in  the  Fox  River  Valley. 
With  this  concern  he  came  to  Rice  Lake.  He  is  well  known  in  the  community 
and  has  served  several  years  on  the  school  board.  Fraternally  he  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Odd  Fellows.  Mr.  Gobler  was  married  Aug.  10,  1876,  to  Henrietta 
Made,  at  Wrightstown,  Brown  County,  this  state.  This  union  has  been 
blessed  with  six  children:  Louis,  Otto,  Fred,  Herman  E.,  John  A.  and  Dora. 
Fred  A.  has  worked  in  the  postoffice  at  Thief  River  Falls,  Minn.,  for  some 
twelve  years  past.  He  married  Daisy  Krotka,  and  has  two  children,  John  E. 
and  Elsie.  Herman  E.  is  married  and  lives  in  St.  Paul.  Dora  married 
Christian  Runz,  and  lives  in  Dickinson,  North  Dakota.  Mrs.  Henrietta  Gobler 
died  in  October,  1902.  In  1904  Mr.  Gobler  married  Laura  Carolay. 

Frank  J.  Hauck,  agriculturist,  dairyman  and  former  educator,  was  born 
at  Cresco,  Howard  County,  Iowa,  Aug.  14,  1874,  son  of  John  and  Catherine 
(Schneider)  Hauck.  He  was  reared  on  an  Iowa  farm,  passed  through  the 
common  schools  and  received  his  higher  education  at  Mt.  Calvary  College, 
at  Mt.  Calvary,  Wis.  With  this  preparation  he  became  a  school  teacher  in 
the  rural  schools  of  his  native  state.  He  was  a  good  teacher,  he  had  the 
faculty  of  imparting  instruction  in  an  efficient  manner  and  he  won  the  appro¬ 
bation  of  the  parents  and  the  affection  of  his  pupils.  Later  he  farmed  for 
a  while  in  Iowa.  Then  he  came  to  Wisconsin  and  farmed  near  Sparta,  in 
Monroe  County,  for  a  while.  He  came  to  Barron  County  in  1914  and  pur¬ 
chased  249  acres  in  section  8,  Rice  Lake  Township.  He  has  built  a  modern 
house,  a  commodious  barn,  machine  sheds  and  other  buildings  and  is  excel¬ 
lently  equipped  in  every  way  for  the  successful  conduct  of  extensive  farming 
operations.  His  cattle  are  of  a  good  grade,  headed  by  a  full  blooded  Holstein 
sire,  and  his  swine  are  of  the  Duroc-Jersey  breed.  He  keeps  well  abreast  of 
the  times  in  every  way,  he  is  a  man  of  broad  information  and  wide  reading, 
and  he  is  a  man  of  much  influence  among  his  neighbors  who  respect  him  for 
his  ability  and  learning.  Mr.  Hauck  was  married  Sept.  4,  1896,  at  St.  Mary’s, 
Wis.,  to  Odelia  Schieffer,  and  this  union  has  been  blessed  with  nine  children: 
John,  Catherine,  Arnold,  Maria,  Margaret,  Christian,  Anna,  Joseph  and  Alice. 
John  was  born  July  14,  1898,  married  Leona  Larson,  and  has  one  son,  Duane. 
Catherine  was  born  July  2,  1900,  married  Raymond  Hayes  and  has  a  daughter, 
Ethel.  Arnold  was  born  Dec.  1,  1902;  Maria  was  born  March  21,  1906; 
Margaret  was  born  July  18,  1906;  Christian  was  born  Aug.  21,  1908;  Anna 
was  born  Nov.  28,  1910;  Joseph  was  born  May  26,  1913;  and  Alice  was  born 
July  21,  1916.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

Edwin  A.  Hedstrom  is  one  of  the  risinjg  young  men  of  Rice  Lake  Town¬ 
ship.  He  has  a  pleasant  farm  of  100  acres  in  section  30,  which  he  rents  from 
his  father,  and  he  is  successfully  carrying  on  general  farming  along  lines 
which  speak  well  for  his  future  prosperity.  He  has  had  experience  in  the 
farm  life  of  Minnesota,  Wisconsin  and  North  Dakota,  he  has  seen  military 
life  in  several  camps  in  several  states,  and  was  an  efficient  instructor  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States  at  the  close  of  the  World  War.  He  was  born 
in  Prentice,  Price  County,  this  state,  Feb.  29,  1896,  the  son  of  August  and 
Anna  (Larson)  Hedstrom.  The  father’s  name  originally  was  August  Ander¬ 
son  and  was  changed  to  Hedstrom  on  coming  to  Rice  Lake.  Edwin  started 
work  with  his  father  on  the  home  farm  at  an  early  age.  At  fifteen  he  set 
out  for  himself,  but  his  first  experience  was  not  encouraging,  for  after  work¬ 
ing  in  the  lumber  woods  for  the  Rice  Lake  Lumber  Co.  for  two  months,  he 
seriously  cut  his  foot  and  was  compelled  to  spend  a  month  in  a  hospital. 
Then  he  went  home  for  a  while.  From  there  he  went  to  Clinton,  Minn.  With 
this  beginning  he  worked  on  farms  in  the  three  states,  spending  his  autumns 
as  an  engineer  on  a  threshing  machine.  In  1917  he  was  inducted  into  the 
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United  States  service.  He  started  training  at  Camp  Dodge,  Iowa,  Nov.  1. 
On  Nov.  26  he  was  transferred  to  the  Kelley  Field,  Texas.  His  record  there 
was  so  good  that  a  few  months  later  he  was  sent  to  the  special  school  at 
Ellington  Field,  Houston,  Texas,  to  receive  instruction  in  aerial  gunnery. 
May  16,  1918,  he  was  sent  to  Ithaca,  N.  Y.,  as  an  instructor  in  the  same 
branch.  He  was  discharged  Dec.  28,  1918.  From  then  until  May  18,  1919, 
he  was  motorman  on  the  street  car  system  in  Minneapolis.  Mr.  Hedstrom 
was  married  July  16,  1902,  at  Newfield,  N.  Y.,  to  Ruth  Conkrite,  daughter 
of  Pierie  L.  and  Mertie  L.  (Bogart)  Conkrite,  the  former  of  whom,  a  ma¬ 
chinist  by  trade,  operated  a  grocery  store  at  Ithaca,  and  the  latter  of  whom 
died  July  12,  1912.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hedstrom  have  a  daughter,  Irene  J.,  born 
Aug.  6,  1919. 

Chris  Heldstab,  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  and  an  early  settler  of  Rice 
Lake  Township,  was  born  in  Switzerland  and  there  grew  to  manhood.  He 
married  Christina  Mortrude,  the  daughter  of  a  neighbor  and  a  native  of 
Norway.  They  came  to  America  in  1860  and  located  in  Vernon  County,  Wis. 
When  the  Civil  War  broke  out  Mr.  Heldstab  enlisted  in  Co.  K,  26th  Wisconsin 
Volunteer  Infantry  and  served  for  three  years.  Later  he  was  a  steamboat 
man  on  the  Mississippi  River.  In  the  early  seventies  he  came  to  Rice  Lake 
Township  and  took  a  homestead  in  section  36.  This  was  all  wild  land 
covered  with  timber.  He  erected  a  log  house  and  barn  and  cleared  and 
improved  a  part  of  the  land.  Intelligent  and  industrious,  he  commanded  the 
respect  of  his  fellow  townsmen  and  for  years  served  as  chairman  of  the 
township  board,  also  for  one  year  as  town  clerk.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
G.  A.  R.  Post  at  Rice  Lake,  and  was  religiously  affiliated  with  the  German 
Reformed  Church. .  After  a  useful  and  active  career  he  died  in  1897  at  the 
age  of  64  years.  His  wife  is  still  living  in  Rice  Lake  Township,  now  aged 
67  years. 

John  A.  Heldstab,  a  leading  official  of  Rice  Lake  Township,  is  living  on 
the  place  in  Rice  Lake  Township  which  his  father  developed  from  a  wilder¬ 
ness.  He  is  breeding  Guernsey  stock  and  has  continued  the  improvements 
started  by  his  parents,  having  built  a  good  house,  a  barn  with  full  basement, 
a  granary,  sheds  and  other  buildings.  In  these  buildings  he  has  installed 
many  modern  improvements,  including  a  Presto  plant  which  lights  the  house 
and  barns  and  a  gas  engine  which  furnishes  the  power  to  pump  water,  and 
operates  the  cream  separator,  washing  machine  and  other  equipment.  On 
his  farm  he  has  a  tractor  and  also  a  20-H.  P.  engine  for  his  silo.  In  building 
up  his  own  success  Mr.  Heldstab  has  not  been  unmindful  of  his  public  duty, 
and  has  taken  his  full  share  in  public  affairs.  He  is  chairman  of  the  town 
board  and  a  member  of  the  county  board  on  which  he  is  serving  as  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Equalization.  He  has  held  town  positions  of  one  sort  or 
another  for  some  fifteen  years.  He  has  been  treasurer  of  the  school  district 
for  a  quarter  of  a  century.  Mr.  Heldstab  is  a  native  of  this  county,  having 
been  born  on  the  farm  in  section  36,  Rice  Lake  Township,  where  he  now 
lives,  Nov.  7,  1873,  son  of  Christ  and  Christina  (Mortrude)  Heldstab.  He 
was  married  in  Rice  Lake  Township  Aug.  22,  1907,  to  Barbara  Hefty,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Marcus  and  Catherine  (Durst)  Hefty,  early  settlers  of  this  county,  the 
former  of  whom  still  lives  in  the  county,  the  latter  being  deceased.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Heldstab  have  three  children:  Clarence  M.,  born  May  29,  1908;  Blanche 
L.,  born  Jan.  31,  1910;  and  Myron  C.,  born  Jan.  21,  1921. 

Anton  King,  who  is  successfully  farming  72  acres  in  section  16,  Rice 
Lake  Township,  was  born  in  Doyle  Township,  this  county,  Oct.  16,  1876,  the 
son  of  James  and  Elizabeth  (Shivert)  King.  The  parents  came  from  Canada 
to  Prairie  Farm  Township,  Barron  County,  Wis.,  in  the  seventies,  and  after 
looking  about  for  a  while  took  a  homestead  of  160  acres  of  timber  land  in 
section  18,  Doyle  Township.  The  county  was  then  almost  all  wooded.  Here 
and  there  were  lumber  camps,  but  there  were  only  a  few  settlers.  Public 
highways  were  little  more  than  trails,  and  most  of  the  travel  was  done  on 
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the  “tote”  roads  made  by  the  lumber  companies.  Many  times  Mr.  King 
carried  flour  on  his  back  through  the  woods.  The  family  set  to  work  with  a 
will,  cut  off  a  small  home  space,  erected  log  buildings  and  started  to  establish 
a  farm  in  the  wilderness.  They  prospered  with  the  years  and  became 
respected  and  substantial  citizens.  The  mother  died  Feb.  22,  1888,  age  40 
years,  and  the  father  Dec.  22,  1892,  at  the  age  of  48.  Anton  was  reared  amid 
pioneer  conditions.  When  he  reached  maturing  boyhood  his  parents  were 
still  poor,  so  he  left  school  to  help  on  the  home  farm.  Later  he  worked  out 
in  the  neighborhood.  In  1893  he  purchased  80  acres  in  section  17,  Doyle 
Township,  and  started  to  clear  up  the  wild  land.  Two  years  later  he  sold 
out,  and  then  for  some  time  was  employed  by  others.  In  1901  he  rented  the 
old  homestead.  The  next  year  he  went  to  Tacoma,  Wash.,  in  search  of  adven¬ 
ture  and  worked  on  the  docks  and  in  the  sawmills  for  a  time.  In  1904  he 
came  back  to  his  native  county  and  rented  his  present  farm.  He  purchased 
it  in  1918.  That  same  year,  on  May  18,  a  cyclone  struck  his  home  and  destroyed 
barns,  outbuildings  and  a  part  of  the  house.  Mr.  King  has  devoted  his 
attention  to  the  conducting  and  developing  of  this  farm.  His  holdings  include 
shares  in  the  Red  Cedar  Cheese  Co.,  and  in  the  warehouse  of  the  Equity 
Society  at  Campia.  He  is  much  interested  in  good  roads  and  has  been  road 
commissioner  of  his  district  for  seven  years.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  the  Catholic  Order  of  Foresters.  From  his 
boyhood  he  has  been  an  enthusiastic  hunter  and  trapper,  and  also  derives 
much  enjoyment  from  fishing.  He  has  always  been  fortunate  in  securing 
game,  such  as  bear  and  deer,  being  a  good  shot,  and  besides  is  a  good  com¬ 
panion.  Mr.  King  was  married  May  14,  1901,  in  this  township,  to  Alphoene 
Deriseau,  born  April  13,  1881,  in  Rice  Lake  Township,  Barron  County,  and 
they  have  seven  children:  Anton,  born  Jan.  31,  1902;  Cecelie,  Sept.  29,  1904; 
Louis,  born  April  31,  1906;  Francis,  born  March  20,  1908;  Medrick,  born 
Feb.  26,  1910;  Loren,  born  Aug.  8,  1912;  and  Harvey,  born  Nov.  12,  1914. 
The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  The  parents  of  Mrs. 
King  were  Fermen  and  Addie  (Demars)  Deriseau,  both  natives  of  Canada, 
where  they  were  married.  On  coming  to  Barron  County,  Wis.,  they  located 
on  eighty  acres  of  wild  land  on  section  13,  Rice  Lake  Township,  where  Mr. 
Deriseau  began  improvements  by  building  a  log  house  and  barn.  In  common 
with  other  pioneers,  he  used  to  carry  flour  on  his  back  through  the  woods. 
He  died  on  the  homestead  Feb.  23,  1916,  at  the  age  of  72  years.  His  wife 
died  there  in  August,  1919,  aged  sixty-eight.  They  were  faithful  members 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  Of  their  thirteen  children,  eight  were  born 
in  Canada  and  five  in  Barron  County,  Wis. 

William  S.  Kinsey,  proprietor  of  the  Green  View  Stock  Farm,  came  to 
Rice  Lake  in  1914  and  purchased  200  acres  in  section  11,  40  acres  of  which 
he  sold  two  years  later.  The  place  is  highly  improved.  The  modern  house 
was  built  in  1917  and  the  commodious  barn  of  34  by  80  feet,  with  full  base¬ 
ment,  in  1915.  The  house  is  furnished  with  heat,  electric  lights,  running 
hot  and  cold  water  on  both  floors,  bath  room,  toilets,  and  other  conveniences. 
The  barn  has  patent  stanchions,  running  water  at  each  animal’s  head, 
electric  lights  and  similar  improvements.  An  electric  plant  furnishes  the 
lights  for  house.,  barns,  other  buildings  and  yard,  pumps  the  water  and  sup¬ 
plies  power  for  the  washing  machine,  cream  separator  and  other  machinery. 
Mr.  Kinsey  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  His  cattle  are  graded 
Holsteins  with  a  full  blooded  sire,  his  sheep  are  Shropshires  and  his  swine 
are  Duroc- Jerseys.  Mr.  Kinsey  has  stock  in  the  Red  Cedar  River  Cheese 
Co.  in  Rice  Lake  Township.  He  has  been  treasurer  of  the  school  board  for 
several  terms.  In  Forest  Township,  Richland  County,  he  served  as  a  township 
official.  He  was  born  in  Wales,  son  of  Steven  and  Betsy  (Swancutt)  Kinsey, 
who  came  to  America  in  1871  and  located  at  Evansville,  Rock  County,  Wis. 
There  the  father  farmed  until  his  retirement,  after  which  he  resided  with 
his  son,  William,  until  his  death  on  Feb.  8.  1908.  His  wife  died  on  the 
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farm  Feb.  6,  1902.  They  were  industrious,  hard  working  people,  of  small 
means,  and  had  to  deprive  themselves  of  many  comforts  to  rear  their  large 
family  of  eight  girls  and  five  boys.  William  S.  came  to  this  country  with 
his  parents  when  a  small  boy  and  was  reared  in  Rock  County,  Wis.,  learning 
farming  from  his  father.  In  1889  he  purchased  120  acres  of  improved  land 
in  that  county.  In  1905  he  sold  out  and  went  to  Richland  County  in  the  same 
state,  where  he  purchased  200  acres  of  partly  improved  land  in  section  21, 
Forest  Township.  He  continued  the  improvements  and  built  a  good  house, 
barns  and  other  buildings.  From  there  he  came  to  Barron  County.  He  was 
married  March  15,  1905,  to  Vida  Alberta  Holmes,  daughter  of  Exera  S.  and 
Anna  M.  (Gilmore)  Holmes,  the  latter  of  whom  had  been  adopted  by  a  family 
named  White.  Mr.  Holmes  died  Feb.  16,  1899,  and  the  latter  March  25,  1912. 
Mrs.  Kinsey  was  born  in  McLeod  County,  Minn.,  April  15,  1876,  and  after 
passing  through  the  common  schools  attended  the  high  school  at  Hutchinson 
and  at  Browntown,  both  in  Minnesota. 

John  Lucas,  joint  owner  with  his  brother,  Harry,  of  194  acres  of  good 
land  in  sections  3,  4,  9  and  10,  Rice  Lake  Township,  with  residence  in  section 
10,  was  born  in  Ridgeland,  Dunn  County,  Wis.,  son  of  Samuel  and  Lucy 
(Gartman)  Lucas.  Samuel  Lucas  was  born  in  England  and  came  to  America 
as  a  young  man  in  1861.  His  wife  was  a  native  of  Wisconsin.  After  looking 
about,  while  working  in  various  places  as  a  farmer,  he  finally  purchased 
railroad  land  in  Dunn  County,  this  state,  on  which  he  farmed  for  many 
years.  He  and  his  wife  now  live  in  Ridgeland,  Wis.  John  attended  district 
school  until  well  into  his  ’teens,  and  was  reared  to  farm  pursuits.  After 
attaining  his  majority  he  went  to  Oregon,  where  he  learned  the  plumbing 
trade,  which  he  followed  for  five  years  there.  He  returned  to  Wisconsin  in 
1909  and  bought  a  farm  in  Dallas  Township,  Barron  County.  This  he  sold, 
then  rented  a  farm  for  a  year,  and  then  operated  his  father’s  farm  two  years. 
He  bought  a  place  west  of  Rice  Lake  in  1919,  but  sold  the  same  year.  Then 
he  and  his  brother  bought  their  present  improved  farm.  Here  they  carry  on 
general  farming  with  especial  attention  to  dairying,  and  the  foundation 
for  their  future  success  is  already  well  laid.  Harry  Lucas  was  born  at 
Ridgeland,  Wis.,  March  25,  1884.  He  subsequently  farmed  in  various  places 
until  he  became  associated  in  business  with  his  brother  John.  He  was  mar¬ 
ried  March  17,  1910,  to  Mabel  Beilis,  daughter  of  Frederick  and  Alice  (Learn) 
Beilis,  natives  respectively  of  Pennsylvania  and  Iowa,  the  former  of  whom 
died  in  1918  and  the  latter  of  whom  is  still  living. 

Joseph  Velten  has  a  farm  of  40  acres  in  section  8,  Rice  Lake  Township, 
which  he  has  owned  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century.  He  was  born  in 
Germany  Nov.  7,  1862,  son  of  Jacob  and  Katherine  (Reckenthaler)  Velten, 
the  former  of  whom  died  in  the  old  country  in  1872,  and  the  latter  of  whom 
later  came  to  this  country  in  1889.  Joseph  was  left  fatherless  when  he  was 
ten  and  was  sent  to  school  by  his  mother  until  he  was  fourteen.  In  1876 
he  went  to  work  in  an  oil  refinery,  in  1879  in  a  silver  mine,  in  1881  for  a 
railroad  doing  construction  work,  and  in  1882  in  a  dye  factory.  From  1883 
to  1886  he  served  in  the  standing  army.  Then  he  resumed  his  work  in  a 
dye  factory.  In  1888  he  came  to  America  and  after  doing  railroad  work  for 
a  short  time  entered  the  employ  of  the  Rice  Lake  Lumber  Co.  of  Rice  Lake, 
this  county,  working  in  sawmills  in  the  summer  time  and  in  the  woods  in 
the  winter.  In  1891  he  worked  for  the  Ruter  Hub  and  Spoke  Factory  for 
eight  yea rs.  He  bought  his  present  place  in  1894  and  developed  it  as  he  could 
in  his  odd  times  while  doing  other  work.  In  1899  he  put  up  a  house,  barns 
and  other  buildings.  He  now  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and 
dairying.  He  is  one  of  the  representative  men  of  the  community  and  has 
been  on  the  school  board  for  eight  years  as  clerk.  He  is  one  of  the  stock¬ 
holders  in  the  Consumers’  Store  at  Rice  Lake.  Mr.  Velten  was  married  Aug. 
10,  1891,  at  Rice  Lake,  to  Augusta  Neuman,  daughter  of  Peter  and  Anna 
(Friske)  Neuman,  both  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Velten  have  nine  chil- 
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dren:  Joseph  A.,  Leo  J.,  Florence  X.,  Anna  A.,  Frank  X.,  Katherine,  Alex  P., 
Katherine  A.  and  Clara  T.  Joseph  A.  was  born  May  26,  1892,  and  married 
Viola  Dundee.  He  is  identified  with  the  ship  building  industry  at  Newark, 
N.  J.  Leo  J.  was  born  March  6,  1893,  married  Florence  Yanke,  and  has  a 
daughter,  Katrina  A.,  born  March  18,  1920.  Florence  X.  was  born  Feb.  1, 
1894,  and  died  Feb.  22,  of  the  same  year.  Anna  A.  was  born  May  22,  1896, 
married  R.  M.  Bartlett,  and  has  one  child,  Meresiege,  born  May  26,  1917. 
Frank  X.  was  born  Nov.  2,  1897,  and  is  engaged  in  steel  construction  work 
in  Chicago.  He  served  one  year  in  the  regular  army,  being  attached  to  the 
Hospital  Corps  and  stationed  in  New  Mexico.  Katherine  was  born  Sept.  13, 
1899,  and  died  Sept.  7,  1900.  Alex  P.  was  born  Feb.  18, 1901,  and  died  Sept. 
19  of  the  same  year.  Katherine  A.  was  born  April  11,  1904;  and  Clara  T.  was 
born  Oct.  12,  1908.  Mr.  Velten  is  a  man  of  broad  and  liberal  thought  and  a 
great  reader,  a  genial  man  to  meet  and  beloved  by  his  family. 

Paul  L.  Lehman,  proprietor  of  the  well  and  favorably  known  Red  Cedar 
Stock  Farm,  consisting  of  240  acres  of  good  land,  in  section  33,  Rice  Lake 
Township,  on  Highway  No.  11,  two  miles  south  of  Rice  Lake,  is  one  of  the 
energetic  progressive  men  of  the  community  and  is  following  the  latest 
approved  methods  in  farming.  He  has  a  fine  herd  of  pure  bred  Guernsey 
cattle,  noted  far  and  wide,  he  also  has  a  good  drove  of  pure  blooded  Duroc- 
Jersey  swine,  and  his  horses  and  poultry  are  likewise  of  good  breed.  Con¬ 
nected  with  general  farming  and  dairying,  he  makes  a  specialty  of  raising 
clover  seed  for  the  general  market  and  peas  for  the  Rice  Lake  Canning  and 
Pickling  Co.  In  addition  to  his  other  holdings  he  has  stock  in  the  Barron 
Co-operative  Creamery  and  the  New  Richmond  Packing  Co.  As  a  public 
spirited  citizen  he  has  taken  his  share  in  many  important  local  movements, 
and  for  fourteen  years  did  most  efficient  work  as  a  member  of  the  school 
board  of  his  district.  He  and  his  wife  are  both  members  of  the  Beavers  and 
both  are  communicants  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church.  Paul  L.  Lehman 
was  born  in  Lebanon,  Dodge  County,  Wis.,  May  10,  1877,  son  of  Ludwig  and 
Augusta  (Kraut)  Lehman,  the  former  a  native  of  Germany  and  the  latter 
of  the  United  States,  and  both  now  living  in  Barron  County.  He  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  county  and  learned  farming  from  his 
father,  later  working  out  by  the  month.  In  1904  he  leased  a  farm  in  Barron 
Township,  this  county,  for  four  years,  on  shares.  Then  he  rented  for  cash 
a  farm  of  120  acres  in  section  26,  in  the  same  township.  This  he  purchased 
later.  He  cleared  more  of  the  land,  made  extensive  improvements,  and 
successfully  farmed  there  until  1920  when  he  purchased  his  present  place. 
Mr.  Lehman  was  married  Jan.  21,  1903,  to  Emma  Kent,  who  was  born  in 
Germany  Feb.  6,  1879,  daughter  of  Christ  and  Tillie  (Otto)  Kent,  natives  of 
Germany,  who  are  now  residents  of  Oconomowoc,  this  state.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lehman  have  five  children:  Arthur,  Dorothea,  Harold,  Kermit  and  Ansel. 
Arthur  was  born  Oct.  26,  1903;  Dorothea  was  born  April  27,  1906;  Harold 
was  born  July  24,  1908;  Kermit  was  born  Aug.  23,  1909,  and  died  Aug.  11, 
1911;  Ansel  was  born  Nov.  2,  1910. 

Edward  Leibly,  business  man  and  agriculturist,  former  hardware  mer¬ 
chant  of  Rice  Lake,  and  now  farming  five  acres  in  section  9,  Rice  Lake  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  at  Monroe,  in  Green  County,  Wis.,  Sept.  24,  1864,  son  of 
Mathias  and  Mary  (Frey)  Leibly,  who  came  from  Germany  in  the  fifties, 
lived  a  while  in  Illinois  and  then  located  in  Wisconsin.  Edward  attended 
the  common  schools,  worked  several  years  on  farms  and  learned  the  tinner’s 
trade  in  his  native  village.  In  1889  he  started  a  hardware  store  in  Martin- 
town,  in  the  same  county.  This  he  successfully  conducted  until  1894,  when 
he  went  back  to  Monroe  and  started  a  retail  oil  route.  In  1898  he  sold  out 
and  rented  a  farm  in  Jordan  Township,  in  Green  County.  Three  years  later, 
in  1901,  he  went  to  Monticello,  in  Green  County,  and  there  had  another  hard¬ 
ware  store.  In  1903  he  sold  out  and  went  back  to  his  native  place  where  he 
clerked  in  a  hardware  store  a  year.  It  was  in  1904  that  he  came  to  Barron 
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County  and  purchased  160  acres  in  section  14,  Rice  Lake  Township,  where 
he  successfully  carried  on  general  farming  for  three  years.  He  traded  this 
farm  in  1910  for  a  hardware  store  in  Rice  Lake  City.  There  for  nine  years 
he  was  a  prosperous  hardware  dealer,  carrying  a  good  stock,  and  winning 
and  holding  the  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  had  dealings.  His  thoughts 
still  turned  to  agricultural  pursuits,  however,  and  in  1919  he  traded  the  store 
for  his  present  farm.  He  has  a  good  farm,  well  equipped,  well  stocked,  and 
well  tilled,  the  house  is  modern,  the  barn  commodious,  and  the  other  build¬ 
ings  all  appropriate  to  their  purpose.  Mr.  Leibly  was  married  Jan.  28,  1887, 
at  Monroe,  Wis.,  to  Magdalena  Gerber,  daughter  of  Nicholas  and  Catherine 
(Galle)  Gerber,  and  they  have  seven  children:  Nicholas  M.,  Ida  F.,  Emily  M., 
Louis  C.  and  Leo  E.  (twins),  Francis  J.  and  Edwin  R.  Nicholas  M.  was  born 
Dec.  4,  1888,  married  Helen  Childs,  and  lives  in  Eau  Claire,  Wis.  Ida  F.  was 
born  July  28,  1890,  married  Fred  Morneau,  and  has  eight  children:  Loren, 
Viola,  Alfred,  Bernice,  Reynold,  Joseph,  Francis  and  Marie.  Emily  M.  was 
born  Aug.  28,  1892,  and  died  in  infancy.  Louis  C.  and  Leo  E.  were  born 
Jan.  16,  1896.  Louis  C.  married  Gezella  Weber,  and  has  two  daughters, 
Elaine  and  Norma.  During  the  World  War  he  trained  at  the  Sweney  Auto 
School  at  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  and  at  Camp  Hancock,  Georgia,  and  was 
discharged  with  the  rank  of  corporal. 

Telesphore  Morneau,  now  deceased,  was  one  of  those  reliable  hard  work¬ 
ing  men  who  honestly  do  their  part  in  life,  fill  well  the  station  to  which  God 
has  assigned  them,  and  on  passing  leave  in  the  hearts  of  their  friends  pleasant 
memories  of  well  spent  years.  He  was  born  in  the  Province  of  Quebec, 
Canada,  and  was  there  reared  and  educated.  He  came  to  the  United  States 
in  1883,  and  locating  in  Barron  County,  Wis.,  for  a  short  time  operated  a 
bakery  at  Rice  Lake,  where  the  post  office  now  stands.  After  that  for  some 
twenty  years  he  was  a  railroad  section  foreman  on  the  Northwestern  Rail¬ 
way.  In  1901  he  bought  160  acres  of  land,  half  in  section  1,  Rice  Lake  Town¬ 
ship,  and  half  in  section  36,  Oak  Grove  Township.  He  erected  buildings, 
cleared  some  of  the  land  and  carried  on  general  farming  until  his  death  Sept. 
3,  1913.  A  Catholic  in  religion,  he  served  as  trustee  of  the  congregation  of 
which  he  was  a  member.  Mr.  Morneau  married  Demerise  Couture,  who  now 
lives  at  Rice  Lake,  and  their  union  was  blessed  with  six  children:  Arsene, 
Felix,  Cemilda,  Eva,  Alfred  J.  and  Albenia. 

Alfred  J.  Morneau,  who  is  farming  100  acres  in  section  2,  Rice  Lake 
Township,  was  born  in  Shawano,  Shawano  County,  Wis.,  March  11,  1898,  son 
of  Telesphore  and  Demerise  (Couture)  Morneau.  He  was  reared  in  this  state 
and  as  a  youth  did  farm  work  on  the  home  place  in  Rice  Lake,  and  also 
worked  for  others.  In  1910  he  bought  a  farm  of  80  acres  in  section  27,  Oak 
Grove  Township,  where  he  erected  a  frame  house  and  barn  and  other  build¬ 
ings  and  did  considerable  clearing.  In  1920  he  bought  100  acres  in  section 
2,  Rice  Lake  Township,  where  he  still  lives.  A  frame  house  and  log  barn 
were  then  standing  on  the  place  and  some  of  the  land  had  been  cleared.  To 
the  improvement,  development  and  operating  of  this  farm,  Mr.  Morneau  has 
since  devoted  his  attention.  Mr.  Morneau  was  married  June  2,  1908,  at 
Dobie,  this  county,  to  Ida  Leibly,  daughter  of  Edward  and  Lena  (Gerber) 
Leibly.  They  have  eight  children:  Laurena  F.,  born  Aug.  1,  1909;  Viola  M., 
born  May  3,  1910;  Alfred  E.,  born  Feb.  28,  1912;  Bernice  M.,  born  May  17, 
1913;  Reynold  T.,  born  April  16,  1916;  Joseph  J.,  born  Feb.  6,  1917;  Francis 
R.,  born  Aug.  17,  1918,  and  Marie,  born  March  23,  1921.  The  family  faith 
is  that  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

Carl  G.  Schmeling,  owner  of  a  farm  of  200  acres  in  section  26,  Rice  Lake 
Township,  was  born  in  Germany  Aug.  14,  1861,  son  of  Fred  G.  and  Minnie 
(Nehls)  Schmeling.  He  attended  common  school  and  as  a  youth  was  variously 
employed.  In  1884  he  came  to  America  and  found  farm  employment  near 
Juneau,  Dodge  County,  Wis.  In  1887  he  bought  116  acres  in  sections  1  and  2, 
Heresford  Township,  Dodge  County,  and  devoted  many  years  thereafter  to  its 
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development  and  improvement.  When  he  purchased  it  there  was  a  log  house 
and  stable  standing  on  it,  and  a  few  acres  had  been  broken.  In  1897  he  built 
a  frame  barn,  30  by  60  feet,  with  full  basement.  At  the  same  time  he  erected 
an  adequate  granary.  In  1893  he  erected  a  frame  house  and  a  silo.  Other 
improvements  were  made  as  necessity  required.  In  1917,  after  thirty  years’ 
ownership,  he  sold  out  and  moved  to  Traverse  County,  Minn.,  where  he  bought 
all  of  section  7,  in  Wheaton  Township.  This  land  was  nearly  all  under  cul¬ 
tivation  and  fair  buildings  had  been  erected.  Everything  appeared  most 
favorable,  but  three  successive  crop  failures  caused  him  to  relinquish  all 
hopes  of  prosperity  in  that  region.  In  1896  he  sold  out  for  what  he  could  get 
and  came  to  Barron  County,  where  he  purchased  his  present  place.  It  was 
already  well  improved,  and  good  buildings  were  standing  on  it.  Here  he  has 
since  successfully  carried  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  His  fine  drove 
is  of  full  blooded  Holstein-Friesian  breed.  Mr.  Schmeling  is  a  stockholder 
in  the  Consumers'  Store  at  Rice  Lake.  He  lives  on  a  well  improved  place  of 
200  acres  in  section  2,  Rice  Lake  Township,  purchased  five  years  ago.  It  is 
located  on  the  bank  of  the  Cedar  River,  and  has  good  buildings,  including 
the  stone  house  in  which  he  resides.  Mr.  Schmeling  was  married  April  16, 
1886,  in  Dodge  County,  Wis.,  to  Minnie  Nehls,  who  was  born  in  Heresford 
Township,  that  county,  July  2,  1860,  daughter  of  Christ  and  Anistena  (Erd- 
man)  Nehls.  Her  parents  were  natives  of  Germany  who  located  on  wild  land 
in  Dodge  County.  The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schmeling  are  Amos  C., 
Lizzie  A.,  Reinhart  C.  and  Helen  M.  Amos  C.,  born  Feb.  17,  1886,  married 
Anna  Evert,  and  has  six  children:  Walter,  Hurbert,  Erick,  Courte,  Oscar 
and  Lucille.  Lizzie  A.,  born  May  12,  1887,  married  Edwin  Kirchott,  and  has 
four  children:  Irene,  Erwin,  Earhart  and  Cindy.  Reinhart  C.,  born  May  10, 
1891,  married  Della  Zieroth,  and  has  one  daughter,  Viola.  Helen  M.,  born 
June  2,  1894,  married  John  Freming,  and  has  three  children:  Gerhart,  Hilara 
Elizabeth  and  Alice.  The  family  are  members  of  the  German  Lutheran 
Church. 

George  B.  Mireau,  an  influential  farmer  of  Rice  Lake  Township,  was  born 
in  Doyle  Township,  this  county,  Sept.  6,  1880,  the  son  of  Aristide  and  Sarah 
(La  Brie)  Mireau,  who  were  pioneers.  The  father,  better  known  as  Aristide 
Mero,  was  a  county  official  and  for  many  years  a  prominent  farmer,  while 
his  wife  was  the  daughter  of  the  first  white  family  that  settled  in  the  wild 
region  north  of  Rice  Lake.  He  died  at  Rice  Lake  July  21,  1921.  His  widow 
still  lives  in  Rice  Lake  City.  George  B.  attended  the  district  schools  and 
learned  fanning  thoroughly  from  his  father.  As  a  young  man  he  worked 
on  the  home  farm.  In  1913  he  went  to  Montana  and  took  a  homestead  of  320 
acres  in  Custer  County.  There  he  built  a  frame  house  and  barn  and  broke 
up  about  100  acres.  He  bought  additional  land  there  until  he  now  owns  480 
acres,  a  good  investment  which  he  believes  will  steadily  increase  in  value. 
In  1920  he  came  back  to  Barron  County  and  rented  one  of  his  father’s  farms 
of  160  acres.  He  is  conducting  it  in  a  most  satisfactory  manner  and  has 
won  for  himself  an  excellent  standing  in  the  community.  He  is  energetic 
and  progressive,  he  uses  good  judgment  in  his  work,  he  believes  in  progres¬ 
sive  methods  in  all  lines,  and  he  is  deeply  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the 
county  which  the  members  of  the  family  did  so  well  to  establish.  Mr.  Mireau 
was  married  Feb.  16,  1912,  at  Rice  Lake,  to  Carrie  Olson,  the  daughter  of 
Knute  and  Carrie  (Nelson)  Olson.  She  was  born  at  Rice  Lake  on  March  20, 
1894.  Her  parents  were  born  in  Norway,  came  to  this  country  and  settled 
in  Doyle  Township,  where  they  farmed  for  many  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mireau 
have  four  children:  Donald  A.,  born  July  12,  1913;  Lloyd,  born  March  21, 
1917;  Victor,  born  Nov.  10,  1918;  and  Lance,  born  Oct.  10,  1920.  The  family 
faith  is  that  of  the  Catholic  Church. 

Hans  Omdalen  was  born  in  Norway  and  married  Anna  Thorsen,  the 
daughter  of  Thore.  He  brought  his  family  to  America  in  1872  and  located 
in  Dane  County,  Wis.  In  1876  he  went  to  Iowa,  in  1878  to  Minnesota,  and  in 
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1879  to  South  Dakota.  There  he  took  up  a  homestead  and  a  tree  claim,  and 
lived  the  life  of  a  real  pioneer.  His  first  home  was  in  a  dugout  built  up  with 
sod.  Later  he  built  a  little  larger  and  better  one  and  used  the  first  one  for 
a  shed.  In  the  meantime,  by  the  hardest  kind  of  back-breaking  work,  he 
managed  to  break  some  of  the  land.  Provisions  and  clothing  were  both 
scarce.  The  only  meat  they  had  for  the  first  year  was  a  codfish  and  about 
one  dollar’s  worth  of  pork.  Sugar  was  unknown.  Tea  and  coffee  were  the 
rarest  luxuries,  and  even  salt  was  hard  to  get.  The  children  went  barefooted. 
After  Mr.  Omdalen  wore  out  the  tops  and  toes  of  his  boots,  he  cut  off  the 
tops,  repaired  the  toes,  slit  the  fronts,  put  in  a  pair  of  laces,  and  thus  had  a 
pair  of  shoes.  Wheat  and  corn  were  ground  in  the  coffee  mill,  wet  with  a 
little  water  and  baked  in  the  oven.  In  the  winter  of  1880-81  the  deep  snow 
isolated  them  from  their  neighbors,  and  sometimes  they  were  unable  to  get 
out  of  doors  for  days  at  a  time.  The  Northwestern  Railroad,  then  the  only 
railroad  connection  between  South  Dakota  and  the  outside  world,  was  tied 
up  for  months,  and  no  mail  was  received  from  Chicago  and  the  east  from 
Oct.  14,  1880,  to  May  15,  1881.  As  the  years  passed  conditions  improved. 
In  1886  he  built  a  good  frame  house.  He  sold  the  place  in  1889  and  moved  to 
Dane  County,  this  state,  where  he  purchased  210  acres  in  Burke  Township. 
The  land  was  partly  improved,  but  all  the  buildings  had  been  burned.  Mr. 
Omdalen  erected  a  nice  set  of  buildings,  and  made  other  improvements.  In 
1894  he  sold  out  and  purchased  a  home  in  Madison,  where  he  died  Sept.  21, 
1903.  His  wife  then  took  up  her  home  with  their  son,  Ole,  in  Rice  Lake 
Township,  Barron  County,  where  she  died  Sept.  5,  1920. 

Ole  Omdalen,  a  prosperous  energetic  farmer  owning  120  acres  in  section 
31,  Rice  Lake  Township,  has  one  of  the  best  improved  farms  in  this  locality. 
When  he  purchased  it  in  1902,  thirty  acres  had  been  cleared  and  twenty  acres 
broken,  the  rest  being  hardwood  timber.  A  small  house,  a  log  stable  and  a 
few  crude  sheds  had  been  erected.  He  at  once  set  about  improving  and 
developing  the  place,  and  has  since  continued  to  operate  it  on  a  successful 
scale.  In  1910  he  erected  the  present  barn,  34  by  66  feet,  with  full  base¬ 
ment,  equipped  with  modern  improvements,  including  the  James  patent 
stanchions,  and  with  running  water  at  the  head  of  every  animal.  In  1917 
he  erected  the  pleasant  modern  home  which  could  well  be  taken  as  a  model 
for  others  to  follow.  It  is  well  arranged  and  comfortable,  has  hot  water, 
bathroom,  indoor  toilet,  running  hot  and  cold  water  on  both  floors,  and  modern 
equipment  in  the  kitchen.  An  electric  plant  furnishes  lights  for  the  house, 
barns  and  other  buildings,  pumps  water  into  the  big  reservoir  fcpm  which  it 
supplies  all  the  buildings,  and  furnishes  power  for  the  washing  machine, 
the  cream  separator  and  other  machinery.  The  dairy  facilities  are  excellent 
and  well  ample  to  look  after  the  milk  from  the  fine  herd  of  graded  and  full 
blooded  Holsteins.  The  butter  fat  is  sold  to  Barron  Creamery  Co.  at  Barron, 
in  which  Mr.  Omdalen  is  a  stockholder.  For  five  years  he  did  excellent  work 
as  treasurer  of  the  school  board.  Ole  Omdalen  was  born  in  Norway  Nov.  21, 
1867,  son  of  Hans  and  Anna  (Thorsen)  Omdalen,  who  brought  him  to  Wis¬ 
consin  in  1872,  to  Iowa  in  1876,  to  Minnesota  in  1878,  and  to  South  Dakota 
in  1879.  There  he  lived  with  his  parents  in  a  dugout,  and  experienced  all 
the  hardships  of  a  boy’s  pioneer  life.  After  he  was  older  he  worked  among 
the  neighboring  farmers.  In  1886  he  tried  pioneer  life  on  his  own  responsi¬ 
bility  when  he  bought  160  acres  in  Kingsbury  County,  South  Dakota,  where 
he  built  a  shanty  and  broke  some  of  the  land.  In  1889  he  came  to  Dane 
County,  Wis.,  with  his  parents,  helped  them  erect  the  buildings  and  rented 
the  place  from  them  for  a  while.  Later  he  rented  other  farms  in  that  county. 
Then  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  secured  his  present  place.  Mr.  Omdalen 
was  married  March  31,  1889,  at  Lake  Preston,  South  Dakota,  to  Synnove 
Lunde,  daughter  of  Peter  and  Serene  (Sween)  Lunde,  the  former  of  whom 
is  now  farming  at  Lake  Preston,  South  Dakota,  and  the  latter  of  whom  died 
Sept.  25,  1909.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Omdalen  have  an  excellent  family  of  nine 
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children:  Henry  C.,  Selma  B.t  Perry  T.,  Agnea  S.,  Oscar  Palmer,  Sadie  B., 
Clarence  E.,  Rudolph  O.  and  Ernest  Melvin.  Henry  G.  was  born  July  -31, 
1890.  He  was  inducted  into  the  United  States  service  in  February,  1918, 
trained  with  Co.  C,  42nd  Engineers,  at  Camp  Dodge,  Iowa,  attended  the 
engineers  school  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  sailed  for  France  in  May,  1918,  served 
as  a  corporal  in  the  44th  Co.,  20th  Regiment,  9th  Battalion,  and  returned  to 
the  United  States  July  13,  1919,  being  discharged  July  6,  1919.  He  is  now 
attending  the  University  of  Wisconsin.  Selma  B.  was  born  May  29,  1892, 
married  Oscar  Olsen,  of  Seattle,  Wash.,  and  has  two  children,  Keith  and 
Jensie.  Perry  T.  was  born  May  4,  1894,  was  inducted  into  the  United  States 
service  July  23,  1918,  trained  at  Camp  Grant,  Rockford,  Ill.,  was  equipped 
at  Camp  Upton,  N.  J.,  and  sailed  for  France  Sept.  9,  1918,  as  a  sergeant  with 
Headquarters  Detachment  No.  7.  He  landed  in  France  Sept.  22;  returned  to 
the  United  States  June  26,  1919,  and  was  discharged  July  1,  1919.  Agnes 
S.  was  born  April  12,  1896,  and  is  now  an  efficient  school  teacher.  Oscar 
Palmer  was  born  Aug.  31,  1898,  and  died  Aug.  26,  1904.  Sadie  B.  was  born 
Nov.  3,  1900,  and  is  an  efficient  school  teacher.  Clarence  E.  was  born  Nov. 
19,  1902.  Too  young  to  enlist  when  his  brothers  were  off  to  war  he  bided  his 
time,  and  on  Dec.  7,  1920,  enlisted  in  the  United  States  Navy.  He  is  training 
at  the  Great  Lakes  Naval  Station.  Rudolph  O.  was  born  May  30,  1905,  and  is 
attending  the  Rice  Lake  High  School.  Ernest  Melvin  was  born  Aug.  29, 
1907,  and  is  doing  well  in  his  studies  in  the  graded  schools.  The  family  faith 
is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Chris  C.  Skoug,  an  esteemed  and  influential  farmer  of  section  30,  west, 
Dovre  Township,  where  he  is  proprietor  of  the  flourishing  Long  View  Farm, 
was  born  in  Norway  April  14,  1867,  the  son  of  Chris  Everson  and  Karin 
Christianson.  He  came  to  America  in  the  spring  of  1880  and  located  in 
Waukesha  County,  this  state,  where  he  worked  at  haying  and  in  the  harvest 
tields  for  his  uncle,  Andrew  Olson.  Then  he  entered  the  employ  of  Knapp, 
Stout  &  Co.  in  the  lumber  woods  at  Moose  Ear,  ten  miles  from  Chetek.  For 
three  years  he  worked  continuously  for  this  company,  and  for  some  time 
thereafter  continued  to  work  for  them  on  the  spring  lumber  drives.  In  1887 
he  secured  his  present  place  of  160  acres  in  Dovre  Township.  A  log  house 
and  log  barn  had  been  erected,  and  about  fifteen  acres  had  been  cleared 
among  the  stumps.  Here  he  started  farming  with  two  cows  and  a  yoke  of 
oxen.  Gradually  he  cleared  up  the  land  and  developed  a  good  farm.  He  has 
built  a  good  frame  house,  a  barn  60  by  60  feet,  and  other  suitable  buildings. 
Here  he  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  making  a  specialty  of 
Durham  cattle.  He  is  a  hard  working  industrious  man,  he  believes  in  prog¬ 
ress  along  all  lines,  and  has  always  been  willing  to  do  his  share  toward  that 
progress.  He  is  a  man  of  genial  disposition,  who  has  taken  his  greatest  pride 
in  his  family  and  has  lived  to  see  them  all  take  their  place  in  the  affairs  of 
the  community.  In  every  obligation  of  life  he  has  proven  a  true  man,  and 
he  is  a  useful  and  worthy  citizen.  As  the  father  of  children  he  is  interested 
in  education  and  has  served  on  the  school  board.  He  helped  to  organize  the 
Spring  Hill  Creamery  and  has  been  one  of  its  directors  since  it  was  started. 
He  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Co-operative  Mercantile  Co.  at  Chetek  and 
the  Farmers’  Store  Co.  For  many  years  he  has  been  an  official  of  the  Nor¬ 
wegian  Lutheran  congregation  in  Dovre.  Mr.  Skoug  was  married  at  Chetek 
on  Oct.  8,  1887,  to  Clara  Dahl,  born  in  Norway  on  March  16,  1869,  the 
daughter  of  Ole  and  Pauline  Dahl.  She  was  a  schoolmate  of  his  and  they 
were  playmates  from  childhood.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Skoog  have  six  children: 
Charles,  born  June  26,  1889,  now  a  farmer  in  Dovre  Township;  Anna,  born 
Oct.  1,  1892,  who  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Halstead,  of  Dovre  Township;  Bergel, 
born  June  23,  1894,  now  the  wife  of  William  Ingman  of  Chetek;  Minnie,  born 
Jan.  20,  1896,  wife  of  Oscar  Christianson,  of  Dovre  Township;  Hilma,  born 
Aug.  23,  1900,  residing  at  home;  and  Henry,  born  on  the  home  place  Dec.  24, 
1902,  who  was  educated  in  the  district  school  and  learned  farming  from  his 
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father,  with  whom  he  is  now  in  partnership  in  the  operation  of  the  farm. 
He  has  always  remained  at  home  and  is  one  of  the  popular  young  men  of 
the  neighborhood. 

Otto  Frank  Siewert  has  a  well  improved  farm  of  160  acres  in  section  23, 
Rice  Lake  Township,  which  he  has  owned  since  1906.  His  story  is  typical 
of  the  best  citizens  of  Barron  County.  When  he  took  the  farm  it  was  but 
partly  improved  and  the  buildings  consisted  of  an  old  house  and  stable. 
Under  his  management  the  land  has  increased  from  year  to  year  in  produc¬ 
tiveness  and  value.  He  has  kept  it  well  cultivated  and  fertilized,  he  has 
repaired  and  built  fences,  and  he  has  bought  suitable  tools,  implements  and 
machinery.  In  1916  he  built  a  modern  house.  In  1917  he  built  a  frame  barn, 
36  by  100  feet,  machine  sheds,  swine  house  40  by  86  feet,  and  other  buildings. 
All  the  buildings  are  lighted  with  electricity  and  the  electrical  power  is  used 
for  pumping  water  in  the  house  and  barns  and  for.  running  the  washing  ma¬ 
chine,  cream  separator  and  other  equipment.  The  barn  is  furnished  with 
the  James  system  of  stanchions.  The  farm  produces  excellent  crops  and 
maintains  a  good  herd  of  Holsteins  headed  by  a  full  blooded  sire,  and  a  good 
drove  of  Chester  White  swine.  Mr.  Siewert’s  interests  extend  beyond  his 
farm  and  he  is  a  director  in  the  Equity  Farmers’  Exchange  at  Campia,  the 
Red  Cedar  Cheese  Co.  in  Rice  Lake  Township,  and  the  Consumers'  Store  at 
Rice  Lake.  He  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Citizens  State  Bank  at  Rice  Lake. 
He  is  an  enthusiastic  advocate  of  good  roads  and  has  been  road  commissioner 
and  road  overseer  for  many  years.  He  has  done  good  service  as  town  treas¬ 
urer  for  eleven  years.  He  has  also  served  on  committees  and  delegations 
and  has  occupied  other  positions  of  public  honor  and  private  trust.  He  was 
born  April  22,  1868,  in  Columbia  County,  Wis.,  son  of  Fredrick  and  Henri¬ 
etta  (Hickithier)  Siewert,  who  were  born  in  Germany  and  after  coming  to 
America  located  in  Columbia  County,  this  state,  where  the  father  bought  320 
acres  of  hardwood  timber  land.  He  built  a  log  house  and  barn  and  for  some 
years  got  out  timber  for  the  railroad,  gradually  working  into  farming  oper¬ 
ations.  He  died  in  1882,  age  66  years,  and  his  wife  in  1917  at  the  age  of 
seventy-nine.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  attended  the  schools  of  his  neigh¬ 
borhood  and  worked  with  his  parents  until  after  attaining  his  majority. 
In  1890  he  took  up  railroad  work,  working  successively  at  Lewiston,  Wis., 
Wyocena,  Wis.,  Elm  Grove,  Wis.,  and  Waukesha,  Wis.  In  the  latter  place 
he  was  yardmaster.  From  there  he  went  home  for  a  while  and  subsequently 
once  more  took  up  railroad  work  at  Edgerton,  Wis.,  where  he  was  employed 
in  the  freight  house.  In  1902  he  came  to  Canton,  this  county,  and  rented 
a  farm  in  Sumner  Township.  In  the  fall  of  1904  he  bought  his  present  place, 
moving  onto  it  the  next  year.  Mr.  Siewert  was  married  May  10,  1893,  at 
Edgerton,  Wis.,  to  Louisa  Kluender,  daughter  of  William  and  Amelia 
(Boemke)  Kluender,  and  this  union  has  been  blessed  with  fifteen  fine  chil¬ 
dren,  all  but  one  of  whom  are  alive.  William  B.  was  born  April  26,  1894; 
Edwin  D.,  born  July  17,  1896,  served  in  the  World  War,  leaving  Barron  July 
23,  1918,  his  service  terminating  May  14,  1919;  Lila  I.  was  born  July  13,  1896, 
married  Benjamin  Zabel,  and  has  three  children,  William,  Adaline  and  Irene. 
Albert  C.,  born  June  6,  1898,  died  March  24,  1899.  Markus,  was  born  April 
2,  1900.  Verna  M.  was  born  Aug.  9,  1902.  Otto  C.  William  was  born  May 
28,  1904.  Luella  C.  was  born  Nov.  16,  1905.  Alvina  A.  was  born  Oct.  30, 
1906.  Benjamin  A.  was  born  Nov.  18,  1907.  Elizabeth  E.  was  born  May 
17,  1909.  Daniel  G.  was  born  Sept.  2,  1910.  Christian  W.  was  born  May  2, 
1913.  Evelyn  L.  was  born  Nov.  19,  1914.  Jeanette  M.  was  born  Sept.  9,  1918. 
The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church. 

John  Lawrence  Powell,  farmer,  stock  raiser  and  business  man,  owner  of 
four  good  farms  in  this  county,  and  in  times  past  the  possessor  of  still  more 
extensive  acreage  here,  was  born  in  Finlay,  Hancock  County,  Ohio,  Jan.  1, 
1861,  son  of  John  Philip  and  Elizabeth  (Trapp)  Powell,  natives  of  Ohio.  He 
attended  the  public  schools  of  his  native  place  and  in  1879  entered  Heidelberg 
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College  at  Tiffany,  Ohio,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1883.  In  1884  he 
became  a  farmer  in  his  native  state,  making  a  specialty  of  breeding  blooded 
Shorthorn  cattle  and  Poland  China  swine.  In  1893  he  sold  out  and  became 
a  dealer  in  fuel  and  feed  at  Finlay,  Ohio.  In  1897  he  came  to  Rice  Lake. 
Here  he  purchased  a  thousand  acres  of  timber  land  in  Barron  County,  all  of 
which,  except  80  acres  which  he  retained  for  his  own  use,  he  sold  at  a  distinct 
profit  within  few  days  of  the  purchase.  Then  he  went  to  Grand  Rapids,  Minn., 
and  entered  the  employ  of  Bonners  &  Murphy  Lumber  Co.  for  three  years 
as  bookkeeper.  In  1900  he  located  once  more  in  Barron  County  and  has  pur¬ 
chased  several  tracts  in  various  parts  of  the  county.  Mr.  Powell  started 
farming  in  Bear  Lake  Township,  making  a  specialty  of  buying,  breeding, 
shipping  and  selling  high  grade  stock.  He  went  to  Alberta,  Canada,  in  1907, 
and  took  a  homestead.  Four  years  later,  in  1911,  he  sold  out  and  returned 
to  Barron  County,  where  he  purchased  the  Jacob  Kritch  homestead  of  160 
acres  in  Bear  Lake  Township.  In  1913  he  came  to  his  present  place  within 
the  city  limits  of  Rice  Lake  and  resumed  farming  and  stock  breeding  and 
dealing.  In  1916  he  discontinued  shipping,  but  still  continues  a  fancier  of 
fine  cattle.  He  breeds  both  Guernseys  and  Jerseys  and  has  much  faith  in 
the  merits  of  both  breeds.  In  addition  to  his  home  place,  Mr.  Powell  owns 
two  more  farms  which  he  rents.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Wisconsin  Elec¬ 
tric  Light  &  Power  Co.  at  Cumberland,  in  this  county.  Fraternally  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen.  Mr.  Powell  was  married  Sept.  20,  1914, 
to  Mary  Agnes  Hollingworth,  and  they  have  three  children:  Leota  Eveline, 
born  July  29,  1916;  Philip  Russel,  born  July  15,  1918;  and  Esther  Loraine, 
born  June  27,  1920.  Mr.  Powell  has  great  faith  in  the  future  of  Wisconsin, 
regarding  it  as  one  of  the  most  progressive  states,  affording  abundant  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  industrious  and  persevering  settlers. 

Charles  Palm,  who  has  farmed  80  acres  in  section  7,  Rice  Lake  Town¬ 
ship,  for  nearly  twenty-five  years,  was  born  in  Sweden  Oct.  10,  1862,  son  of 
Erick  and  Anna  (Johnson)  Palm,  both  of  whom  died  in  the  old  country.  The 
family  name  in  Sweden  was  Eckland.  Charles  Palm  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools  and  as  a  youth  worked  on  a  farm.  He  came  to  America  in 
1886  and  located  in  Florence,  Wis.,  where  he  worked  in  the  iron  mines  for 
eight  years.  In  1894  he  came  to  Rice  Lake  in  the  employ  of  Knapp,  Stout 
&  Co.  Two  years  later  he  bought  his  present  tract,  which  was  then  all  wild 
timber  land.  He  cleared  a  space,  put  up  a  log  house  and  barn,  and  then 
continued  the  general  improvements.  In  1904  he  put  up  a  frame  house  and 
other  buildings.  He  has  now  cleared  most  of  the  farm  and  successfully 
carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  His  cattle  are  of  graded  breeds, 
headed  by  a  full  blooded  Guernsey  sire.  His  holdings  include  stock  in  the 
Consumers’  Store  at  Rice  Lake.  Mr.  Palm  was  married  Sept.  18,  1892,  in 
Florence,  Wis.,  to  Louise  Carlson,  daughter  of  Carl  E.  and  Emma  (Johnson) 
Carlson,  both  of  whom  died  in  Sweden.  Mrs.  Palm  came  to  America  in  1898. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Palm  have  had  seven  children:  Selma  and  Lovina  (twins), 
John  Rudolph,  Ellen  A.,  Carl  O.,  Lillian  A.  and  an  unnamed  infant  who  died. 
Selma  and  Lovina  were  born  May  22,  1893.  Selma  married  John  Eastman, 
of  Spooner,  Wis.,  and  has  two  children,  Bernice  and  Raymond.  Lovina  mar¬ 
ried  Christ  Larson,  and  has  four  children,  Clarence,  Lawrence,  Melvin  and 
Maria.  John  Rudolph  was  born  Nov.  9,  1896.  In  1918  he  received  military 
training  at  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  and  Camp  Shelby,  Mississippi.  Ellen  A.  was 
born  Nov.  22,  1899.  Carl  O.  was  born  May  22,  1904.  Lillian  A.  was  born 
Oct.  3,  1912.  The  child  who  died  in  infancy  was  born  in  the  fall  of  1894. 

Anton  O.  Sirinek,  who  owns  all  of  section  12,  east,  Dovre  Township,  is 
the  leader  among  the  Bohemian  Colony  in  the  southeastern  part  of  the  county. 
He  has  induced  many  of  his  fellow  countrymen  to  settle  near  him,  he  has 
loaned  them  money  and  has  given  them  a  start  by  furnishing  them  with  board 
while  they  have  built  homes,  assisting  them  in  breaking  and  clearing  their 
land,  and  in  getting  them  seed  for  their  first  crops.  Busy  as  he  is  with  his 
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large  holdings  and  his  many  and  varied  interests  he  is  never  too  occupied 
to  give  good  cheer,  encouragement,  assistance  and  advice,  and  he  is  regarded 
with  that  measure  of  esteem,  respect  and  affection  which  he  well  deserves. 
Not  only  with  his  own  people,  but  also  throughout  the  county  is  he  favorably 
known,  and  he  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  useful  men  in  his  part  of  the 
township,  and  one  who  has  had  an  important  part  in  the  development  of  his 
community.  He  founded  the  local  branch  of  the  Western  Bohemian  Fra¬ 
ternal  Association,  covering  the  Twin  Lake  community,  and  served  for  many 
years  as  its  secretary  and  treasurer.  He  also  served  for  many  years  as  sec¬ 
retary  and  treasurer  of  the  Ten  Mile  Cheese  Co.,  which  has  a  factory  in 
section  2,  this  township.  His  financial  interests  include  telephone,  mercan¬ 
tile  and  warehouse  holdings  at  New  Auburn,  over  the  line  in  Chippewa  County. 
As  the  father  of  a  fine  family  of  children  he  is  a  believer  in  a  thorough 
American  education,  and  has  been  a  valuable  member  of  the  school  board  of 
his  district  for  many  years.  Anton  0.  Sirinek  was  born  in  Bohemia  Jan.  15, 
1869,  the  son  of  Joseph  and  Josephine  Sirinek,  who  brought  their  children, 
Antoinette,  Anton  0.,  Mary  and  Alois  to  the  United  States  in  1879  and  located 
at  Schuyler,  Colfax  County,  Nebraska,  where  there  were  born  two  more  chil¬ 
dren,  Joseph  and  Emily.  Anton  was  reared  on  a  farm  in  Nebraska,  and 
started  out  for  himself  at  an  early  age.  From  boyhood  up  he  was  shrewd 
and  frugal,  saved  his  money  and  planned  for  the  future.  For  many  years  he 
successfully  farmed  in  Nebraska.  As  he  toiled  he  determined  to  establish 
for  himself  and  his  posterity  a  landed  estate  in  this  north  country,  where  he 
could  gather  his  friends  around  him  and  realize  thoroughly  his  ambitions. 
Accordingly  in  1896  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  bought  560  acres  in 
section  12,  Dovre  Township.  To  this  he  has  since  added  until  he  owns  the 
entire  section,  as  well  as  considerable  land  over  the  line  in  Chippewa  County. 
When  he  came  here  with  his  family  in  1898  the  land  was  all  wild.  He  built 
a  little  frame  shack,  12  by  20  feet,  moved  in  and  started  to  develop  a  farm. 
From  this  beginning  has  come  his  present  prosperity.  He  has  erected  in 
all  four  complete  sets  of  buildings.  His  home  buildings  are  a  landmark  in 
this  part  of  the  county.  The  comfortable  residence  is  equipped  with  a  pro- 
pellor  furnace,  running  hot  and  cold  water,  bath,  electric  lights,  and  other 
conveniences.  Mr.  Sirinek  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  on  an 
extensive  scale,  making  a  good  improvement  of  graded  Holstein-Friesian 
cattle,  and  pure  blooded  Duroc-Jersey  swine.  His  farm  is  well  cultivated, 
and  his  agricultural  tools,  implements  and  machinery  are  of  the  best.  In 
1904  he  built  a  sawmill  on  his  place  and  with  this  has  sawed  tens  of  thousands 
of  feet  of  lumber.  In  1915  he  enlarged  and  greatly  improved  his  sawmill, 
which,  in  1921,  was  completely  destroyed  by  fire,  but  was  rebuilt  the  same 
year.  Mr.  Sirinek  was  married  Sept.  12,  1892,  to  Josephine  Jindra,  who  was 
born  in  Bohemia  Sept.  8,  1870.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  a  fine  family 
of  eight  children:  Anna,  Otto,  Rose,  Joseph,  Antoinette,  Emil,  Elsie  and 
Josephine.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sirinek  have  taken  pride  in  giving  these  children 
the  home  training  and  the  educational  advantages  which  have  fitted  them 
for  the  place  which  they  occupy  in  the  community.  Anna,  after  passing 
through  the  grades  in  school,  attended  the  Hunt  Business  College  at  Eau 
Claire.  Then,  with  her  sister  Rose,  she  learned  dressmaking  in  that  city. 
Otto  was  inducted  into  the  United  States  service  Aug.  2,  1918,  trained  for 
artillery  service  at  Camp  Taylor,  Kentucky,  and  was  discharged  in  November 
of  the  same  year.  He  is  now  on  his  own  farm,  part  of  his  father’s  estate. 
He  married  Ethel  Bryngelson,  of  Maple  Grove,  and  has  a  daughter,  Sylvia. 
Rose  married  John  Flynn  and  has  one  son,  Ernest.  She  . and  her  husband  are 
on  the  home  farm.  Mr.  Flynn  served  for  two  years  in  the  United  States 
forces  during  the  World  War.  Joseph  is  on  the  home  farm.  Antoinette 
graduated  from  the  Barron  County  Training  School  at  Rice  Lake  in  1917, 
and  then  taught  school  a  year.  She  married  Oscar  Johnson  of  Campia,  and 
has  a  son,  Rudolph.  Emil  is  planning  on  taking  a  course  in  a  mechanical  and 
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electrical  school,  as  he  believes  it  is  very  useful  in  modern  farming.  Elsie 
and  Josephine  are  at  home.  After  many  years  of  hard  work  and  many  hard¬ 
ships  the  family  looks  ahead  to  a  bright  future.  Their  religious  faith  is  that 
of  the  Christian  Church. 

Robert  J.  Plenty,  a  well  known  farmer,  who  is  operating  240  acres  in 
section  2,  Rice  Lake  Township,  is  one  of  the  active  progressive  men  of  the 
township  and  is  well  on  the  road  to  success.  He  knows  his  business  thoroughly, 
is  a  close  reader  of  everything  that  pertains  to  agriculture  and  is  farming 
along  the  latest  approved  lines.  He  was  born  in  Arlington,  Wis.,  Dec.  23,  1890, 
the  son  of  John  L.  and  Lucy  (Henning)  Plenty,  owners  of  the  farm  that  the 
son  is  now  operating.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  obtained  a  good  common 
school  education  in  the  graded  schools.  In  1904  he  entered  the  high  school 
at  Rice  Lake,  but  toward  the  close  of  the  second  year  was  compelled  to  give 
up  his  course  by  reason  of  the  illness  of  his  father.  He  continued  his  studies 
at  home,  however.  In  1909  he  entered  the  agricultural  school  of  the  University 
of  Wisconsin  and  was  graduated  in  1911.  Then  he  returned  home  and  rented 
the  home  place.  He  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  He  has  a  good 
herd  of  Holsteins  headed  by  a  full  blooded  sire,  a  large  drove  of  Duroc-Jersey 
swine  and  an  excellent  flock  of  sheep.  The  buildings  on  the  place  are  good 
and  the  farm  is  all  well  improved.  The  place  is  especially  well-equipped  for 
dairying.  The  barn  has  James  and  Thurber  stanchions,  with  running  water 
at  each  cow’s  head,  while  the  milking  is  done  with  a  milking  machine.  Mr. 
Plenty  is  interested  in  the  community  and  co-operative  endeavor,  and  is  doing 
good  work  as  treasurer  of  the  Campia  Equity  Exchange.  He  has  been  clerk 
of  the  school  board  for  several  years.  Mr.  Plenty  was  married  Dec.  17,  1913, 
at  Madison,  Wis.,  to  Ella  G.  Kittleson,  daughter  of  Isaac  E.  and  Cornelia 
(Thompson)  Kittleson.  This  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of.  two  children: 
Ruth  E.,  born  Jan.  14,  1918,  and  Richard  L.,  born  March  11,  1920,  both  of 
whom  died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Ella  Plenty  herself  passed  away  on  March 
27,  1920.  William  G.  Plenty,  a  brother  of  Robert  J.  Plenty,  was  a  veteran  of 
the  World  War.  Before  the  entry  of  the  United  States  into  that  conflict  he 
was  “trouble  man”  for  the  Bell  Telephone  Co.,  with  an  office  at  Hudson,  Wis. 
For  his  own  amusement  he  installed  a  private  wireless  and  intercepted  many 
important  messages.  He  read  the  orders  sent  to  and  from  the  Great  Lakes 
Training  Station,  and  transcribed  messages  from  as  far  away  as  Arlington, 
W.  Va.  He  caught  the  message  sent  out  from  Washington  of  the  declaration 
of  the  war,  and  the  next  day  enlisted.  Later,  like  all  other  private  wireless 
apparatus  in  the  United  States,  his  station  at  Hudson  was  dismantled  by 
order  of  the  government. 

Iver  Skoug,  the  honored  and  respected  owner  of  the  fertile  Spring  Hill 
Farm,  section  30,  west,  Dovre  Township,  was  born  in  Norway,  June  10,  1855, 
the  son  of  Chris  Everson  and  Karin  Christianson.  These  good  people,  in  their 
old  age,  parted  from  the  associations  they  so  much  loved  in  Norway  and  came 
to  America  to  spend  their  declining  years  with  their  three  sons,  Iver,  Carl 
and  Chris  C.  Of  these  three,  Carl  was  born  in  Norway,  Nov.  13,  1865,  came 
to  America  in  1886,  located  in  Dovre  Township,  and  died  Oct.  11,  1900,  leaving 
a  wife,  Minda  Christenson,  born  Jan.  1,  1879,  and  three  children,  William, 
Olga  and  Matilda.  Christ  C.  was  born  April  14,  1857,  came  to  America  in 
1880  and  is  now  a  prominent  farmer  of  Dovre  Township.  Iver  was  educated 
in  Norway  and  there  grew  to  young  manhood.  He  came  to  America  in  1879 
and  located  in  Waukesha  County,  Wis.,  where  he  worked  for  four  years  on 
various  farms.  In  1884  he  came  to  Barron  County,  and  with  headquarters  at 
Rice  Lake,  worked  in  the  logging  camps.  While  there  he  looked  about  for  a 
location,  and  in  time  secured  his  present  place  of  160  acres  in  Dovre  Town¬ 
ship.  A  board  shanty  had  been  erected  and  the  land  was  covered  with  brush. 
There  were  no  roads,  but  a  trail  ran  past  the  place.  When  he  first  started 
he  had  a  heifer.  Soon,  however,  he  got  a  yoke  of  steers  and  started  to  get  the 
land  cleared  up.  The  nearest  market  was  at  Chetek,  and  often  he  walked 
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there  for  provisions,  bringing  supplies  home  on  his  back.  As  time  passed  he 
prospered  and  built  up  a  fine  farm,  with  a  good  set  of  buildings,  well  tilled 
acres  and  a  fine  equipment  of  tools  and  machinery.  He  also  has  a  good  show¬ 
ing  of  domestic  animals,  cows,  swine  and  horses.  Mr.  Skoug  takes  great  pride 
in  his  place,  and  everything  about  it  speaks  of  his  hard  work,  his  thrift  and 
his  good  judgment.  He  is  a  kindly  man,  a  good  husband  and  father,  a  gen¬ 
erous  neighbor  and  a  good  citizen  and  well  deserves  the  success  that  life 
has  brought  him.  Mr.  Skoug  was  first  married  in  1883,  in  Waukesha  County, 
Wis.,  to  Regena  Nelson,  who  was  born  in  Norway  in  1867  and  came  to  Amer¬ 
ica  in  1882.  She  died  in  1886.  Of  this  marriage  one  child,  Clara,  was  born, 
who  is  now  deceased.  Mr.  Skoug  was  married  secondly,  Jan.  17,  1891,  to 
Martha  Mostad,  who  was  born  in  Norway,  Aug.  28,  1866,  and  who  came  to 
America  in  1887.  This  marriage  resulted  in  seven  children,  Louis,  Nettie, 
Alma,  Eda,  Hilda,  John  and  Edna.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian 
Lutheran  Church,  and  for  some  years  Mr.  Skoug  has  been  an  official  of  the 
congregation  at  Dovre. 

Leo  Albert  Rothe,  a  prominent  farmer  of  Rice  Lake  Township,  secretary 
and  treasurer  of  the  Pleasant  View  Co-operative  Cheese  Co.  and  owner  of  a 
good  farm  of  86  acres  in  section  18,  was  born  on  a  farm  near  Lancaster,  Grant 
County,  this  state,  Nov.  6,  1886,  son  of  William  John  and  Lizzie  (Kreamer) 
Rothe.  He  attended  the  rural  schools  of  his  neighborhood,  and  with  the 
exception  of  about  two  years  which  he  spent  at  carpenter  work,  remained  on 
the  home  farm  until  1912,  having  purchased  it  in  1910.  In  1912  when  he  sold 
the  farm  he  moved  to  the  nearby  village  of  Lancaster  for  a  year.  He  came 
to  Barron  County  in  1913  and  purchased  120  acres  in  Barron  Township  from 
M.  P.  Olson.  He  sold  out  two  years  later  and  then  for  two  years  rented 
farms.  He  purchased  his  present  farm  in  1917.  He  has  made  a  number  of 
improvements  and  is  successful  in  his  operations.  In  addition  to  the  cheese 
company  of  which  he  is  now  secretary  and  treasurer,  he  has  assisted  in 
organizing  one  other,  the  Clover  Dale  Cheese  Co.,  in  Barron  Township.  He 
is  a  stockholder  in  the  Consumers’  Store  at  Rice  Lake.  Mr.  Rothe  was  married 
Nov.  3,  1909,  at  Lancaster,  Wis.,  to  Rose  Amelia  Udelhofen,  daughter  of  John 
and  Rosa  (Schulhart)  Udelhofen,  now  living  in  Grant  County,  Wis.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Rothe  have  four  children:  Helen  C.,  born  Sept.  29,  1911;  Leo  William, 
born  Jan.  22,  1914;  Stella  M.,  born  Jan.  2,  1916;  and  Stanley  B.,  born  Dec.  9, 
1918.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

John  Goodmanson,  a  worthy  pioneer  of  section  8,  east,  Dovre  Township, 
was  born  in  Norway,  Dec.  1,  1849,  the  fourth  of  the  six  children  of  Goodman 
and  Ida.  He  was  reared  in  his  native  land  and  secured  what  education  he 
could.  In  1866,  while  still  a  mere  youth,  he  started  for  America,  and  after 
a  long  voyage  of  five  weeks  and  three  days,  landed  in  Quebec,  from  which  city 
he  came  to  Chicago.  He  had  practically  run  out  of  funds  when  he  reached 
there,  but  he  managed  to  get  to  New  Hope,  Portage  County,  this  state,  where 
he  worked  for  several  years  in  the  woods,  on  river  drives  and  on  farms.  In 
1876  he  determined  to  locate  in  Barron  County.  Accordingly,  he  walked  here, 
driving  a  cow,  and  located  on  his  present  farm  of  160  acres.  The  land  was 
then  all  wild,  no  roads  had  been  built  except  the  “tote  roads”  of  the  lumber 
companies,  and  there  was  little  to  indicate  the  prosperous  region  which  was 
to  develop  here.  After  he  got  his  shack  built,  his  wife  joined  him  here  and 
they  started  homemaking  together.  In  a  little  while  they  got  an  ox  team. 
When  he  got  enough  land  cleared  to  raise  a  little  wheat,  he  had  to  take  it  to 
market  at  Eau  Claire,  the  journey  sometimes  taking  a  week.  There  also  most 
of  the  provisions  for  the  family  were  purchased.  By  toiling  early  and  late 
and  managing  his  affairs  in  a  careful  and  prudent  manner,  Mr.  Goodmanson 
developed  a  good  farm  and  erected  a  suitable  set  of  buildings.  There  he  has 
continued  to  successfully  carry  on  general  farming.  Interested  as  he  is  in 
public  affairs,  he  served  as  a  town  supervisor  when  the  town  took  in  a  much 
larger  territory  than  at  present,  and  he  has  also  done  good  service  as  a 
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member  of  the  school  board.  Mr.  Goodmanson  was  married  in  May,  1876,  at 
Stevens  Point,  Portage  County,  this  state,  to  Betsy  Edgefoss,  who  was  born 
in  Rock  River,  this  state,  Oct.  2,  1866,  the  daughter  of  Alex  and  Torgen 
Edgefoss.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  nine  children:  Christina,  Her¬ 
man,  Julius,  Louise,  Emma  and.  Clara  Sophia,  living,  and  Henry  Gilbert,  Ida 
and  Matilda,  deceased.  Herman  assists  with  the  farm  work  at  home.  He 
was  born  on  the  place  where  he  still  lives,  Nov.  16,  1884,  and  received  what 
education  was  afforded  in  the  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  He  learned  farm¬ 
ing  from  his  father,  and  has  always  remained  at  home,  assisting  in  the 
development  and  operation  of  the  place.  He  is  one  of  the  solid,  substantial 
men  of  the  township,  he  understands  farming  thoroughly  and  is  well  regarded 
by  all  who  know  him.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran 
Church. 

Martin  Strand,  a  substantial  farmer  owning  40  acres  in  section  29,  Rice 
Lake  Township,  was  born  in  Norway,  March  8,  1864,  son  of  Peter  and  Ellen 
(Lanora)  Peterson,  who  spent  all  their  days  in  the  old  county,  the  father 
being  drowned  in  1866  and  the  mother  dying  in  1911.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  left  fatherless  as  an  infant,  and  his  schooling  was  therefore  lim¬ 
ited.  He  came  to  America  in  July,  1880,  and  found  his  way  directly  to  Rice 
Lake,  where  he  secured  employment  with  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.,  with  whom  he 
remained  for  sixteen  years,  working  in  the  woods  in  the  logging  season  and 
on  farms  in  the  summer  season.  In  1896  he  started  work  for  the  Rice  Lake 
Lumber  Co.  The  same  year  he  bought  his  present  farm,  and  while  working 
in  the  woods  in  the  winter  time,  devoted  his  summers  to  its  development.  He 
cleared  the  land,  erected  suitable  buildings  and  now  carries  on  general  farm¬ 
ing  and  dairying.  His  holdings  include  stock  in  the  Pleasant  View  Cheese 
Co.  He  and  his  family  attend  the  Free  Mission  Church.  Mr.  Strand  was 
married  Sept.  3,  1884,  at  Rice  Lake,  to  Bollata  Monson,  daughter  of  Claude 
and  Martha  Grogstad,  and  this  union  has  been  blessed  with  five  children: 
Carl  Emil,  Lavie  Herman,  Marie  Caroline,  Myrtle  Bertina  and  Hannah  Ruth. 
Carl  Emil  was  born  Oct.  26,  1886,  and  was  married  at  Superior,  Wis.,  April 
10,  1918,  to  Laura  Larson,  by  whom  he  has  one  child,  Claudia,  born  Jan.  3, 
1921.  Lavie  Herman,  born  June  7,  1887,  was  drowned  Aug.  29,  1904.  Marie 
Caroline,  born  Aug.  29,  1890,  was  married  in  Minneapolis,  March  3,  1913,  to 
Orvel  Brant,  and  has  two  children,  Eleanor  Dorothy,  born  May  19,  1914,  and 
Margaret  Bernice,  born  Jan.  14,  1918.  Myrtle  Bertine  was  born  Jan.  9,  1900, 
and  died  Nov.  20,  1910.  Hannah  Ruth  was  born  Sept.  9,  1896,  and  was  married 
at  Rice  Lake,  Jan.  9,  1917,  to  David  Johnson.  They  have  one  son,  Dwight 
Reuben,  born  Dec.  1,  1917. 

John  I.  Schmidt,  who  operates  a  farm  of  80  acres  in  section  36,  Rice  Lake 
Township,  a  part  of  the  160-acre  tract  which  has  been  in  the  family  more 
than  forty  years,  was  born  on  the  place  where  he  still  lives,  Aug.  29,  J883, 
the  son  of  Frank  and  Anna  (Stoik)  Schmidt.  Frank  Schmidt  was  born  in 
Wisconsin  and  was  reared  and  educated  in  that  state.  As  a  young  man  he 
married  Anna  Stoik,  a  native  of  Wisconsin,  of  German  descent.  In  1880  they 
came  from  Jefferson  County,  Wis.,  to  Rice  Lake,  and  bought  the  present  farm, 
where  John  I.  now  lives.  Some  sixty  acres  had  been  cleared  and  log  buildings 
had  been  erected.  They  started  farming  on  a  small  scale  and  lived  in  a  primi¬ 
tive  way,  looking  toward  the  future.  Gradually  success  crowned  their  efforts. 
They  erected  a  good  frame  house,  a  frame  barn  and  other  buildings,  carried 
on  general  farming  and  became  substantial  and  representative  members  of 
the  community.  Mrs.  Anna  Schmidt  died  in  1906,  aged  42  years,  and  Frank 
Schmidt  is  now  living  retired  at  Rice  Lake  at  the  age  of  sixty-one.  John  I. 
attended  the  rural  schools  of  the  neighborhood  and  learned  farming  from 
his  father.  With  the  exception  of  a  year  from  1910  to  1911  when  he  rented 
a  farm,  and  a  short  period  thereafter  when  he  was  otherwise  employed,  he 
has  always  been  on  the  home  place.  In  1916  he  rented  it  from  his  father,  and 
is  now  successfully  conducting  it.  He  has  shares  in  the  Consumers  Store  of 
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Rice  Lake.  Mr.  Schmidt  was  married  May  8,  1906,  at  Rice  Lake,  to  Louise 
Krug,  daughter  of  Kosmas  and  Marie  (Schwartz)  Krug,  natives  of  Germany 
who  came  to  this  country  in  1857  and  settled  in  Barron  County.  The  father 
died  Nov.  24,  1917,  and  the  mother  Sept.  15,  1915.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schmidt 
have  three  children:  Anna  Ottelia,  born  Oct.  21,  1908;  Roman  Joseph,  born 
Aug.  9,  1909,  and  Kathleen  Marjorie,  born  May  29,  1917.  Mr.  Schmidt  and 
his  family  are  members  of  the  Catholic  Church. 

Frank  B.  Thomas,  proprietor  of  the  Model  Stock  Farm  of  160  acres  in 
section  10,  Rice  Lake  Township,  has  a  farm  which  well  exemplifies  its  name 
in  location,  equipment  and  management.  His  home  is  modern  and  equipped 
with  furnace,  hot  and  cold  water,  bath  and  many  kitchen  conveniences.  The 
barn  also  has  many  modern  features,  including  running  water  and  patent 
stanchions.  An  electric  light  plant  furnishes  power  for  the  lights  in  the 
house,  barns  and  yard,  pumps  the  water  and  runs  the  cream  separator  and 
the  Washing  machine.  The  entire  farm,  with  its  well  tilled  acres,  its  sightly 
pasture  lands,  its  well-repaired  fences  and  its  full  equipment  of  implements 
and  machinery  is  well  in  keeping  with  the  buildings.  General  farming  and 
dairying  is  conducted,  a  specialty  being  made  of  a  good  herd  of  graded 
Shorthorns  headed  by  a  full  blooded  sire,  and  a  good  flock  of  sheep.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Rock  County,  Wis.,  Feb.  20,  1882,  son  of 
Samuel  and  Margaret  (Miles)  Thomas,  natives  respectively  of  Wales  and 
England.  The  father  came  to  America  as  a  young  man  and  for  some  years 
was  employed  as  a  railroad  lineman  in  southern  Wisconsin  and  northern 
Illinois.  Later  he  married  and  took  up  farming  in  Rock  County,  Wis.  Frank 
B.  attended  the  common  schools  and  received  his  higher  education  in  the 
Free  Methodist  School  at  Evansville,  Wis.  He  learned  farming  from  his 
father,  and  after  attaining  his  majority  rented  the  home  place  for  some  years 
on  shares.  In  1911  he  went  to  Canada  and  purchased  160  acres  near  St.  Rose 
De  Lac,  in  the  Province  of  Manitoba.  He  sold  out  the  next  year  and  bought 
a  farm  of  180  acres  near  Evansville  in  his  native  county.  He  sold  that  in  1913. 
The  next  year,  1914,  he  acquired  his  present  farm.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Thomas 
is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen.  He  believes  in  doing  his  duty  as  a 
public  citizen,  he  is  now  clerk  of  his  school  board  and  also  served  on  a  school 
board  in  the  southern  part  of  the  state.  Mr.  Thomas  was  married  Dec.  31, 
1907,  in  Brownton  McLeod  County,  Minn.,  to  Elsie  Holmes,  daughter  of 
Ezera  and  Anna  (Gillmore)  Holmes,  both  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas 
have  had  three  children:  Willis  W.,  born  Sept.  4,  1909;  Miles  H.,  born  March 
17,  1918,  and  died  in  infancy;  Sybil  M.,  born  June  19,  1920,  and  died  in 
infancy.  The  family  attends  the  Methodist  Church. 

Ole  Martinson,  a  pioneer  of  Dovre  Township,  was  born  in  Norway,  March 
5,  1834,  the  son  of  Martin  Oleson  and  his  good  wife,  Ingrebred  Knudsdaughter. 
Of  the  family  of  eight  children,  one  son  and  three  daughters  came  to  the 
United  States  and  the  rest  remained  in  their  native  land.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  grew  to  manhood  in  Norway  and  was  there  married.  He  came  to 
America  in  1877,  the  voyage  across  the  water  taking  five  weeks  aboard  a  sail¬ 
ing  vessel.  From  Quebec,  he  found  his  way  to  Chicago,  Ill.,  thence  to  La 
Crosse,  Wis.,  and  then  to  Menomonie,  also  in  this  state.  With  headquarters 
there,  he  worked  for  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  for  two  years,  in  the  lumber  woods 
winters  and  in  the  mills  in  the  summer  time.  In  1879  he  secured  160  acres  in 
section  20,  Dovre  Township.  It  was  all  wild,  and  in  a  wild  region.  Past  it  led 
a  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  “tote”  road,  which  has  since  become  a  main  highway. 
On  the  place  stood  a  one-roomed  log  shack,  built  as  a  hunting  cabin  by  Mr. 
Beagle,  the  former  owner.  Into  this,  Mr.  Martinson  moved  his  family  and 
started  to  clear  the  land  with  the  aid  of  a  yoke  of  oxen.  Times  were  hard, 
money  was  scarce,  provisions  had  to  be  brought  in  from  far  away.  There  was 
little  market  for  farm  produce  except  grain  which  had  to  be  carried  to  Eau 
Claire,  and  hay  which  could  sometimes  be  sold  to  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  Butter 
was  sold  to  the  stores  for  ten  cents  a  pound,  when  in  good  condition.  Some- 
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times  after  getting  it  to  market  it  was  found  to  be  melted,  and  the  only  thing 
to  do  was  to  take  it  back  to  the  little  cabin  again.  Eggs  brought  but  a  few 
cents  a  dozen.  Cloth  was  expensive  and  hard  to  obtain,  so  the  wife  spun  yarn 
on  her  spinning  wheel  and  made  socks  and  mittens  for  the  family.  The  little 
cabin  not  only  sheltered  the  family,  but  also  many  passing  travelers,  so  that 
almost  every  night  found  several  strangers  asleep  on  the  dirt  floor.  After  a 
while  Mr.  Martinson  erected  a  frame  house.  By  this  time,  his  prosperity  had 
increased  and  gradually  he  was  clearing  up  his  land.  In  time  he  developed 
a  good  place.  In  1913  he  built  a  new  eleven-room  house.  On  this  place  he 
successfully  conducts  general  farming,  making  a  specialty  of  dairying  and  of 
raising  good  stock.  He  is  active  in  the  affairs  of  the  community,  and  has 
been  one  of  the  officers  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church  at  Dovre.  Mr. 
Martinson  was  married  in  Norway,  April  14,  1874,  to  Rondina  Johnson,  who 
was  born  in  Norway,  March  20,  1858,  the  daughter  of  Christian  and  Anna, 
who  came  to  America  with  their  five  children  in  1877  and  settled  in  Dovre 
Township,  Barron  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Martinson  have  had  thirteen  chil¬ 
dren.  Ida  is  the  wife  of  J.  J.  Cliff  of  Eau  Claire;  Sivel  L.  farms  in  Dovre 
Township;  Ole  lives  in  Dakota;  Fred  is  in  Canada;  Robert  farms  in  Dovre 
Township;  Henry  is  in  Dakota;  Andrew  is  dead;  Martin  A.  farms  in  Dovre 
Township;  Anna  is  on  the  home  farm;  Tena  is  at  Chippewa  Falls;  Ella  is 
on  the  home  place;  Cora  is  with  her  brother,  Martin  A.;  Richard  is  on  the 
home  place. 

Sivel  L.  Martinson,  an  enterprising  farmer  of  section  20,  Dovre  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  on  the  home  place  in  the  same  section,  the  son  of  Ole  and 
Annie  (Johnson)  Martinson.  He  was  reared  on  the  home  place,  educated  in 
the  neighboring  schools  and  has  always  made  his  home  in  this  township.  For 
a  few  years,  as  a  youth,  he  spent  his  winters  in  the  lumber  woods.  He  now 
owns  a  good  farm  of  eighty  acres  which  was  the  homestead  of  his  uncle.  John 
Christianson  Johnson,  an  early  settler.  Mr.  Martinson  is  a  good  citizen  and 
a  good  farmer,  he  believes  in  progress  and  he  takes  his  part  in  everything 
that  he  believes  to  be  for  the  best  interests  of  the  community. 

Louis  Wick,  section  8,  Rice  Lake  Township,  was  born  in  Germany  Feb. 
11,  1859,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carl  Wick.  Carl  Wick  was  a  tanner  by  trade. 
He  lost  his  first  wife,  mother  of  Louis,  in  1863,  and  later  married  Mary  Pre- 
jenski.  In  1872  he  brought  the  family  to  America  and  located  in  Delta 
County,  Mich.,  where  for  three  years  he  worked  in  the  foundry  of  the  Jack- 
son  Iron  Co.  In  1875  he  rented  a  farm  in  Milwaukee  County,  Wis.,  for  two 
years.  In  1877  he  bought  80  acres  in  North  Lake  Township,  Waukesha 
County,  Wis.,  but  soon  afterward  sold  out  and  moved  to  Door  County,  Wis. 
This  was  wild  cut-over  land.  He  built  a  log  house,  barn  and  other  buildings, 
and  proceeded  to  develop  a  farm.  His  activities  were  brought  to  an  end  by 
death  in  September,  1897.  His  wife  is  still  living  on  the  home  place.  Louis 
came  to  this  country  with  his  parents  and  lived  with  his  father  until  after 
attaining  his  majority.  As  a  youth  he  was  variously  employed  at  farm  work 
and  in  sawmills.  In  1882  he  received  80  acres  of  the  home  farm  as  a  present 
from  his  father,  and  started  farming  on  his  own  responsibility.  But  three 
years  later  he  sold  out  and  entered  the  employ  of  the  Van  Winkel  Lumber 
Co.  in  their  sawmill  at  Van  Harbor,  Mich.  In  1898  he  bought  his  present 
farm  of  80  acres.  The  tract  was  then  covered  with  hardwood  timber.  He 
cleared  this,  erected  a  good  frame  house,  a  large  barn  with  full  basement, 
and  with  Star  equipment,  and  other  necessary  buildings.  Here  he  carries 
on  general  farming  and  makes  a  specialty  of  dairying.  Like  all  good  citizens 
he  takes  an  interest  in  education  and  has  given  good  service  as  a  member 
of  the  school  board  of  his  district  for  more  than  a  dozen  years.  He  was 
married  July  8,  1882,  at  Sturgeon  Bay,  Door  County,  Wis.,  to  Hannah  Brown, 
daughter  of  Carl  and  Caroline  (Batka)  Brown,  who  came  from  Germany  in 
1875  and  located  in  Door  County,  where  they  farmed  until  the  father's  death 
in  1895  and  where  the  mother  is  still  living.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wick  have  eight 
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children:  Matilda,  Katherine,  Anna,  Carl  L.,  Edward  F.,  Margaret,  Louis 
and  Richard.  Matilda  was  bom  July  12,  1883,  married  Wesley  Turnbul  of 
Spider  Lake,  Wis.,  and  has  three  children,  Margaret,  Chester  and  Catherine. 
Katherine  was  born  June  1,  1885,  and  died  Aug.  21,  1886.  Anna  was  bora 
May  1,  1887,  married  Asa  Metcalf,  and  has  five  children,  Marshall,  Marcella, 
Lowzetta,  Helen  and  Bessie.  Carl  L.  was  born  April  16,  1889,  married  Agnes 
Shellene,  of  Hibbing,  Minn.,  and  has  two  children,  Raymond  and  Gordon. 
Edward  F.  was  born  July  13,  1896.  He  is  a  veteran  of  the  World  War.  Upon 
being  inducted  into  the  United  States  service  he  trained  first  at  Camp  Dodge, 
Iowa,  and  then  at  Camp  Pike,  Arkansas.  He  was  equipped  at  Camp  Dix, 
New  Jersey.  Subsequently  he  served  22  months  in  France  as  an  engineer. 
Margaret  was  bora  May  19,  1898;  Louis  was  bora  Dec.  8,  1902,  and  Richard 
was  born  July  21,  1904.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  German  Lutheran 
Church. 

Benjamin  F.  Walker,  an  active  and  efficient  farmer  of  section  14,  Rice 
Lake  Township,  was  born  in  Buffalo  County,  this  state,  Jan.  27,  1876,  son 
of  Martin  P.  and  Ida  (Babcock)  Walker,  natives  respectively  of  Pennsylvania 
and  Wisconsin.  The  father  died  in  February,  1883,  and  the  mother  is  now 
living  at  Bayfield,  Wis.  Benjamin  F.  received  a  common  school  education  and 
as  a  young  man  was  variously  employed.  He  came  to  Rice  Lake  in  1904  and 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Rice  Lake  Lumber  Co.  In  1906  he  started  work 
for  the  Rice  Lake  Excelsior  Co.,  with  which  he  remained  for  seven  years. 
He  bought  his  present  farm  of  40  acres  of  cut-over  land  in  1913.  A  house 
had  been  erected  on  the  tract  and  about  five  acres  cleared.  He  continued 
the  improvements,  grubbed  out  the  stumps  and  cleared  most  of  the  land  and 
erected  a  good  basement  barn,  equipped  with  such  modern  improvements  as 
a  water  cistern,  patent  stanchions  and  a  silo.  He  now  has  a  good  place  and 
successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  The  home  is  a  hos¬ 
pitable  one  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walker  are  well  regarded  throughout  the  com¬ 
munity.  Mr.  Walker  is  a  popular  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  of  Rice  Lake, 
and  Mrs.  Walker  is  interested  in  church  work.  Mr.  Walker  was  married 
Nov.  14,  1894,  in  Pepin  County,  Wis.,  to  Effie  Manor,  daughter  of  William 
and  Mary  (Martin)  Manor.  This  union  resulted  in  one  daughter,  who  was 
born  Dec.  20,  1896,  and  died  in  infancy. 

Andrew  Lund,  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Dovre  Township,  was  born 
in  Sweden  and  there  grew  to  young  manhood  and  was  married.  At  the  close 
of  the  American  Civil  War  he  came  to  the  United  States,  landed  at  New 
York,  and  settled  in  Michigan.  From  there  he  came  to  Eau  Claire,  this  state, 
where  he  was  joined  by  his  wife,  Anna,  and  four  children,  Peter,  Nels, 
Hannah  and  Ellen.  In  1868  he  came  to  what  is  now  Dovre  Township,  and 
located  on  a  homestead  of  160  acres.  But  the  title  was  not  clear,  so  he  took 
up  his  home  with  his  son,  Peter,  who  had  taken  a  homestead  in  section  31, 
in  the  same  township.  In  this  township  he  and  his  wife  spent  the  remainder 
of  their  lives. 

Nels  Lund,  a  highly  regarded  citizen  of  section  14,  east,  was  born  in 
Sweden  March  22,  1851,  the  son  of  Andrew  and  Anna  Lund.  He  was  brought 
to  America  by  his  mother  in  the  middle  sixties  and  joined  the  father  at  Eau 
Claire,  this  state.  From  there,  in  1868,  they  came  to  Dovre  Township.  Nels 
was  then  seventeen  years  of  age.  For  a  time  he  worked  on  farms  and  in 
sawmills.  In  1872,  when  he  became  of  age,  he  took  a  homestead  in  Dovre 
Township.  He  put  up  a  set  of  buildings,  broke  about  eighty  acres,  and  carried 
on  general  farming.  His  right  to  the  home  and  three  lots  was  disputed,  and 
in  1885  he  was  disposed,  he  believes  unjustly.  Then  he  worked  in  Eau  Claire 
for  a  year.  In  1886  he  settled  on  his  present  place.  He  had  lost  nearly 
everything  that  he  possessed  and  he  had  little  but  his  hands  and  a  few  small 
tools  with  which  to  carry  on  his  work.  He  moved  his  family  into  a  shanty 
across  the  road  from  his  claim,  and  started  to  build  a  log  cabin.  He  had  no 
hired  help  and  was  compelled  to  work  alone,  carrying  some  of  the  topmost 
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logs  up  a  ladder  on  his  back.  The  cabin  when  completed  was  16  by  24  feet, 
and  he  moved  his  family  into  it.  The  next  spring  he  managed  to  get  a  cow. 
In  the  meantime  for  nine  winters  he  worked  in  the  woods  to  get  funds  to 
keep  his  family  going  until  the  farm  could  be  made  profitable.  The  little 
home  in  the  woods  was  far  from  market  and  provisions  were  hard  to  get. 
Such  groceries  as  the  family  used  had  to  be  brought  in  on  his  back,  some¬ 
times  from  as  far  away  as  Eau  Claire.  In  time  his  hard  work  resulted  in 
success.  He  now  has  a  well  kept,  well  tilled  and  well  cultivated  place,  with 
a  comfortable  home,  a  commodious  barn,  and  other  necessary  buildings.  His 
equipment  is  of  the  best.  He  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and 
stock  raising.  He  has  an  excellent  standing  in  the  community  and  is  re¬ 
spected  by  all  who  know  him.  Aside  from  his  farm  interests  he  is  a  stock¬ 
holder  in  creamery  and  farmers’  store  at  Chetek.  Mr.  Lund  was  married 
at  Eau  Claire  in  November,  1882,  to  Julia  Emerson,  born  in  Christiania,  Nor¬ 
way,  Nov.  29,  1862,  the  daughter  of  Gilbert  and  Martha  (Olson)  Emerson, 
who  came  to  Barron  County  in  1880.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lund  have  had  ten  chil¬ 
dren:  Mary,  George  (died  in  Eau  Claire),  Laura  (died  in  Eau  Claire),  Edgar, 
George,  Henry,  Albert,  Eugene,  William  and  Goldie.  Henry  and  Eugene  are 
veterans  of  the  World  War. 

W.  H.  Ryan,  first  and  present  cashier  of  the  Haugen  State  Bank,  and  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Village  of  Haugen,  has  been  a  resident  here  since  the  bank  opened 
its  doors,  Dec.  22,  1914,  and  since  his  first  arrival  has  identified  himself  ac¬ 
tively  with  the  life  of  the  village  and  surrounding  country.  As  a  banker  he 
is  conservative  and  substantial,  as  a  citizen  he  is  progressive  and  loyal,  as  a 
companion  he  is  genial  and  affable,  and  his  personality  has  become  a  part  of 
the  success  of  the  institution  in  which  he  is  employed.  His  administration 
of  the  executive  office  of  the  village  has  given  general  satisfaction.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  his  banking  interests  here  he  is  a  director  in  the  Brill  State  Bank  of 
Brill.  He  has  a  pleasant  residence  in  Haugen  set  in  a  sightly  tract  of  five 
lots,  and  he  is  the  owner  of  200  acres  of  good  Barron  County  land.  He  has 
been  a  moving  factor  in  the  Haugen  Commercial  Club.  Fraternally,  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus  at  Rice  Lake.  Like  so  many  other  suc¬ 
cessful  men  he  is  fond  of  all  outdoor  sports,  and  takes  especial  delight  in 
pedestrian  ism,  hunting  and  fishing.  He  was  born  in  Chicago,  Ill.,  Jan.  24, 
1885,  son  of  W.  J.  and  Josephine  (Shimek)  Ryan,  the  former  of  whom  was  a 
native  of  Bohemia,  and  the  latter  a  native  of  Chicago,  of  Irish  descent.  The 
father  died  in  1886  and  the  mother,  in  1886,  moved  to  Milladore,  in  Wood 
County,  this  state.'  W.  H.  was  there  reared  and  educated.  After  leaving  high 
school  he  became  station  agent  at  that  place,  and  subsequently  occupied  a 
similar  position  at  Nehoosa  and  Colfax,  also  in  this  state.  Then  he  took  up 
his  present  work.  He  was  married  Feb.  1,  1909  to  Marie  Malik,  who  was  born 
at  Milladore,  Wis.,  April  4,  1893,  daughter  of  Peter  and  Dorathea  (Paser) 
Malik.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ryan  have  two  children:  William,  born  Aug.  7,  1914; 
and  Dorris,  born  July  7,  1918. 

Ernest  Brunett,  proprietor  of  the  Haugen  Box  Factory,  was  born  in  Pepin 
County,  Wis.,  Dec.  16,  1893,  son  of  Francis  and  Josephine  (Juliot)  Brunett, 
natives  respectively  of  Canada  and  the  United  States, .  and  both  of  French 
descent.  They  are  now  living  in  Duluth,  Minn.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  at¬ 
tended  the  public  schools  of  Rice  Lake,  this  county,  and  early  became  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  lumber  business.  At  the  age  of  18  he  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Rice  Lake  Lumber  Co.  From  1916  to  1919  he  was  engaged  in  logging  in  the 
northern  part  of  this  state.  It  was  in  1919  that  he  established  his  present 
business.  He  manufactures  cheese  boxes,  egg  crates,  fox  boxes  and  the  like, 
using  rough,  native  wood,  and  reducing  it  to  box  wood  in  his  own  shop.  His 
material  is  all  sawed  at  his  factory  from  the  green  bolts  and  is  then  resawed 
and  planed.  He  has  a  full  equipment  of  machinery,  including  planers,  various 
varieties  of  saws  and  finishing  lathes,  and,  having  just  added  a  new  up-to-date 
matching  machine,  will  furnish  matched  boxes  for  the  Spooner  Condensery. 
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His  product  is  nearly  all  taken  in  this  locality,  but  he  also  has  a  good  trade 
throughout  the  state.  His  factory  is  well  equipped  and  power  is  furnished 
from  a  large  gasoline  engine.  His  business  adds  to  the  industrial  importance 
of  the  village,  and  he  has  taken  a  personal  share  in  all  local  affairs.  He  and 
his  family  attend  the  Catholic  Church.  Mr.  Brunett  was  married  June  27, 
i910,  to  Lucy  Patraw,  of  Rice  Lake,  daughter  of  Eugene  and  Matilda  Patraw. 
This  union  has  been  blessed  with  five  bright  children:  Iola,  Beatrice,  Ger¬ 
trude,  Gordon  and  Veloris.  Mr.  Brunett  has  five  sisters  and  one  brother, 
Minnie,  Mabel,  Julia,  Florence,  Lillian  and  Fred. 

Albert  J.  Olson,  secretary-treasurer  and  manager  of  the  Haugen  Lumber 
Co.,  Haugen,  is  one  of  the  representative  men  of  the  village.  He  has  had  long 
experience  in  the  lumber  business,  he  knows  how  to  buy  and  sell,  and  all  who 
have  business  dealings  with  him  are  assured  of  fair  treatment.  He  is  a  na¬ 
tive  of  this  state,  born  in  Vernon  County,  April  16,  1886,  son  of  Bernt  and 
Mary  (Larson)  Olson.  The  father  was  born  in  Norway,  came  to  this  country 
at  about  twenty-one  years  of  age,  located  in  Vernon  County,  where  he  still 
lives,  and  where  he  married  a  native  of  that  county.  In  the  family  there  were 
eight  children,  all  living:  Olive,  Albert  J.,  Nordahl  B.,  Henry,  Bennie,  Louis, 
Minnie  and  Helen.  Albert  J.  attended  the  schools  of  his  native  county,  and 
was  about  nineteen  years  of  age  when  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  J.  G.  W. 
Jones  Lumber  Co.,  with  whom  he  remained  some  seven  years  as  grader,  scaler, 
yard  foreman  and  traveling  buyer.  Then  for  three  years  he  was  employed  in 
a  similar  capacity  with  Scott  &  Howe,  of  Michigan.  He  came  to  Haugen  in 
1916  and  established  a  good  lumber  yard.  The  business  continued  to  grow  and 
in  1919  was  incorporated  with  Henry  Beckwith  as  president,  and  Mr.  Olson 
in  his  present  capacity.  The  concern  handles  general  building  material  and 
fuel.  Mr.  Olson  has  just  completed  a  fine  office  building,  16  by  26  feet,  of 
Kellystone  stucco  and  cut  steel  shingle,  equipped  with  all  necessary  and  up- 
to-date  fittings  and  supplies.  He  is  active  in  the  affairs  of  the  community  and 
is  now  serving  efficiently  as  village  clerk.  He  is  also  secretary  of  the  Haugen 
Commercial  Club.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  Rice  Lake  Lodge,  No.  234, 
A.  F.  and  A.  M.  Mr.  Olson  was  married  Sept.  25,  1911,  to  Eva  Setter,  born 
May  13,  1890,  at  Hayward,  Wis.  They  have  four  children:  Harriet,  born  Sept. 
26,  1912;  Lyman,  born  April  26,  1916;  Ruth,  born  Aug.  16,  1916;  and  Theo.  R., 
born  Nov.  2,  1919.  The  family  attends  the  Haugen  congregation  of  the  Eng¬ 
lish  Lutheran  Church,  of  which  Mr.  Olson  is  secretary. 

John  Macak,  Haugen,  vice-president  of  the  Haugen  State  Bank,  business 
man  and  public  official,  came  here  in  1902  and  engaged  in  business.  He  has 
a  good  establishment,  does  a  good  trade  in  a  general  line  of  groceries,  and 
sells  soft  drinks  of  various  kinds.  He  is  an  experienced  business  man,  he 
knows  how  to  buy  and  sell,  he  knows  how  to  treat  his  customers,  and  there  is 
a  pleasant  atmosphere  throughout  the  place.  In  addition  to  his  business  he 
owns  stock  in  the  Haugen  State  Bank,  which  he  helped  to  organize,  and  of 
which  he  has  been  vice-president  since  the  beginning.  He  also  owns  80  acres 
of  wild  land  in  Oak  Grove  Township,  which,  when  developed,  will  be  as  good 
as  any  to  be  found  in  the  neighborhood.  In  political  life  he  has  been  very  ac¬ 
tive.  He  was  the  first  clerk  of  the  Village  of  Haugen  and  its  second  president. 
For  ten  years  he  was  town  clerk.  In  1919  he  was  a  member  of  the  county 
board.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  popular  member  of  the  Bohemian  Workers’  Asso¬ 
ciation,  and  the  Western  Bohemia  Fraternal  Association.  He  is  also  active  in 
the  Commercial  Club.  Mr.  Macak  was  born  in  Bohemia,  Dec.  27,  1874,  son  of 
Joseph  and  Josephine  (Belka)  Macak,  who  brought  the  family  to  America  in 
1881,  located  in  Pennsylvania,  moved  from  there  to  Iowa  and  then  to  Minne¬ 
sota,  subsequently,  in  1902,  coming  to  Barron  County  and  locating  in  Oak 
Grove  Township,  where  he  died  in  1913  and  she  in  1910.  John  followed  the 
fortunes  of  the  family,  attended  public  school  and  night  school,  and  farmed  in 
Minnesota  for  a  while.  He  was  married  Feb.  6,  1907,  to  Mary  Knadle,  of 
Haugen,  who  was  born  Jan.  24,  1882,  in  Yuba,  Wis.,  daughter  of  A.  N.  and 
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Mary  (Sebek)  Knadle.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  five  children:  John 
Lester,  Jr.,  born  March  12,  1908;  Albert  Thomas,  March  7,  1910;  Charles  Rich¬ 
ard,  May  21,  1911;  Eleanor  Alice,  Sept.  3,  1913;  and  Joseph  Robert,  Dec.  11, 
1918. 

Charles  V.  Borkovec,  leading  general  merchant  of  Haugen,  is  also  one  of 
its  leading  citizens.  He  came  here  in  1914,  when  the  village  was  much  smaller 
than  at  present,  purchased  the  large  corner  store  he  now  occupies,  with  a 
pleasant  home  in  the  rear,  and  two  desirable  corner  lots  across  the  street,  and 
at  once  began  to  devote  his  attention  to  the  development  of  general  mercantile 
business.  His  methods  of  fairness  and  courtesy  have  commended  his  store  to 
the  general  public,  he  has  a  large  trade  in  the  village  and  surrounding  coun¬ 
try,  and  his  business  is  constantly  growing.  The  establishment  is  a  model 
of  its  kind,  and  carries  a  good  line  of  dry  goods,  groceries,  footwear,  flour  and 
feed,  oil  and  gasoline,  and  the  like.  In  addition  to  his  interests  here,  Mr. 
Borkovec  has  extensive  interests  elsewhere.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Mid¬ 
land  Trust  &  Savings  Bank  of  St.  Paul,  the  Twin  City  Wholesale  Grocery 
House  of  St.  Paul,  the  Columbia  Fire  Insurance  Co.  of  Indianapolis,  and  the 
Chippewa  Falls  Silver  Fox  Farm  Co.  of  Chippewa  Falls,  Wis.  Fraternally, 
he  is  chief  ranger  of  the  local  lodge  of  Catholic  Foresters.  He  is  also  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Commercial  Club.  He  was  born  in  Bohemia,  Dec.  8,  1876,  son  of 
Joseph  and  Carrie  (Hrbek)  Borkovec,  who  brought  him  to  America  in  1886  and 
located  in  Chicago,  where  the  father  still  follows  his  trade  as  a  tailor. 
Charles  V.  was  reared  in  Chicago,  and  as  a  young  man  learned  the  printers’ 
trade,  which  he  followed  until  1904.  Then  he  went  to  North  Judson,  Indiana, 
where  he  established  a  flour  mill,  and  in  connection  therewith  had  an  electric 
light  plant  which  he  operated  under  contract  with  the  village.  He  sold  out  in 
1912.  Then,  after  looking  about  for  a  while,  he  fixed  upon  Haugen  as  his 
future  location  and  came  here  in  1914.  He  was  married  May  28,  1900,  to  Rose 
Vessely,  of  North  Judson,  Indiana.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  five 
children:  Sylvia  (now  Mrs.  Frank  J.  Smatlak)  of  Haugen,  Joseph,  Mary, 
Christie  and  Bohumil.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Catholic  Church. 

Joseph  Y inopal,  a  retired  farmer  of  Haugen,  who  is  spending  his  life  in 
comparative  ease,  after  many  years  filled  with  hard  work  and  successful  en¬ 
deavor,  was  born  in  Bohemia,  Sept.  23,  1863,  son  of  Frank  and  Veronica 
Vinopal,  both  of  whom  died  in  the  old  country.  Joseph  was  reared  in  his  na¬ 
tive  land  and  came  to  America  in  1881.  For  three  years  he  farmed  in  Juneau 
County,  this  state.  Then  for  seven  years  he  was  a  stationary  engineer  at  Eau 
Claire,  also  in  this  state.  He  came  to  Haugen  in  1896  and  purchased  80  acres 
in  Section  18,  Oak  Grove  Township.  The  land  was  then  wild.  He  built  a 
home,  and  later  a  barn,  and  subsequently  such  buildings  as  necessity  required. 
He  cleared  and  broke  the  land  and  developed  a  good  farm.  While  in  the  town¬ 
ship  he  was  a  leader  among  his  fellows,  and  served  as  supervisor  and  assessor. 
After  many  years  of  successful  farming  he  sold  out  in  1914  and  purchased  a 
cottage  in  the  village  where  he  now  lives.  He  is  likewise  prominent  here,  and 
has  served  for  several  years  as  village  treasurer.  Both  he  andvhis  wife  were 
especially  active  in  good  work  during  the  war,  and  were  interested  in  all  the 
war  drives.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Catholic  Knights.  Mr.  Vinopal  was  mar¬ 
ried  January  22,  1878,  to  Anistasia  Danes,  who  was  born  in  Bohemia,  April 
26,  1867.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vinopal  have  ten  children:  Anna,  Mary,  Stella,  Jose¬ 
phine,  John,  Amelia,  Matilda.  Albina,  Edward  and  Louis.  Anna  is  the  widow 
of  Bruce  Brown ;  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Peter  Dvabek ;  Stella  died  at  the  age  of 
33;  Josephine  is  the  wife  of  Erwin  James,  D.  V.  S.;  John  is  a  traveling  sales¬ 
man;  Amelia  is  the  wife  of  Louis  Puhl;  Matilda  is  the  wife  of  John  Chermak; 
Albina  is  the  wife  of  Louis  Kadlec ;  Edward,  who  served  in  France  during  the 
World  War,  is  still  in  the  medical  service  in  the  United  States  Army;  Louis, 
born  Jan.  29,  1897,  has  also  seen  military  service.  He  was  in  the  Seventh  Im¬ 
perial  Artillery  of  Canada,  and  was  wounded  in  the  Canadian  rebellion  of 
1917  at  Quebec.  He  was  then  transferred  to  the  U.  S.  Marine  service,  from 
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which  he  entered  the  aviation  service  at  the  Great  Lakes.  The  family  faith  is 
that  of  the  Catholic  Church. 

Michael  J.  Phelan,  a  well-known  citizen  of  Haugen,  former  lumberman, 
former  nurseryman,  former  hotel  keeper,  former  extensive  farmer,  and  still  a 
farmer  and  drayman  on  a  small  scale,  was  born  in  Peterboro,  Canada,  Oct  12, 
1863,  son  of  John  and  Anna  (Cavanaugh)  Phelan,  natives  of  Ireland,  County 
Limerick,  who  came  to  Canada  as  young  people,  and  were  there  married.  The 
father  was  a  prominent  lumberman,  logger  and  farmer.  After  his  death  the 
mother  came  to  the  States  and  lived  with  her  children  until  her  death.  Michael 
J.  received  his  early  education  in  the  parochial  schools,  and  as  a  youth  worked 
with  his  father  on  the  farm  and  in  the  woods.  For  four  years  he  gained  valu¬ 
able  experience  as  a  nurseryman,  becoming  an  adept  in  tree  grafting  and 
pruning.  Subsequently,  he  resumed  working  in  the  woods  and  rafting  on  the 
rivers.  In  1892  he  came  to  the  States  and  located  in  Sawyer  County,  this 
state,  where  he  and  his  brothers,  Richard,  John,  Peter,  Thomas  and  Fred,  were 
interested  in  a  large  tract  of  land.  On  this  tract  he  followed  lumbering,  log¬ 
ging  and  farming  until  1902.  In  that  year  he  went  to  Dunn  County,  this  state, 
where  he  purchased  a  farm  live  miles  from  Colfax,  and  engaged  in  farming. 
He  came  to  Haugen,  Barron  County,  in  1916  and  bought  the  Bear  Lake  Hotel, 
which  he  conducted  a  year  and  a  half.  Then  he  sold  out  to  F.  A.  Bates,  and 
bought  27  acres  of  land  in  the  village,  where  he  now  does  light  farming.  He 
also  keeps  horses  and  does  some  teaming.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Columbus.  Mr.  Phelan  was  married  June  27,  1897,  to  Emma  Hel- 
gerson,  of  Colfax.  They  have  given  a  father  and  mother’s  love  and  care  to 
four  children  of  Mr.  Phelan’s  brother,  Loretta,  Nora,  Ethel  and  Harry. 

Carl  Kretlow,  early  settler,  who  has  taken  his  part  in  the  development  of 
Stanley  Township,  and  has  a  good  farm  in  Section  22,  was  born  in  Germany, 
July  21,  1846,  the  son  of  Carl  and  Marie  (Elert)  Kretlow,  the  second  born  of 
three  children,  the  others  being  Wilhelm  and  August.  The  father  died  in 
Germany.  Carl  was  reared  there  and  there  married.  In  1884,  the  mother, 
Carl  and  his  wife,  and  children,  and  Wilhelm,  came  to  the  United  States,  and 
located  for  a  while  in  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.  Then  they  came  to  Barron  County, 
and  located  at  Cameron.  When  they  arrived  here  they  had  but  little  money  and 
Carl  went  to  work  at  anything  he  could  get,  on  farms  and  on  the  railroad. 
Then  he  rented  farms  for  three  years.  In  this  way  he  saved  a  little  money 
and  was  enabled  to  buy  a  tract  of  80  acres  of  wild  land  in  Section  22,  Stan¬ 
ley  Township.  Of  this,  a  little  clearing  of  two  acres  had  been  made,  and  a 
log  house  and  log  barn  erected.  Mr.  Kretlow  moved  into  this  log  cabin  with 
his  family,  and  started  in  to  carve  his  fortunes.  At  first  he  had  only  his  hands 
and  a  few  tools.  Later  he  was  enabled  to  purchase  an  ox  team.  His  dairying 
activities  were  started  with  one  cow.  Grain  had  to  be  cut  with  a  cradle. 
Part  of  the  clothing  for  the  family  was  made  from  yarn  spun  on  a  spinning 
wheel  which  the  wife  had  brought  from  Germany.  In  time  their  hard  work 
was  rewarded  and  they  achieved  success.  They  added  to  their  land,  erected 
good  buildings,  acquired  good  stock,  and  as  means  permitted,  purchased  tools, 
implements  and  machinery.  The  family  took  an  interest  in  the  German 
Lutheran  Congregation,  and  helped  to  build  the  first  church  of  that  denomina¬ 
tion  in  Cameron.  Mrs.  Augusta  Kretlow,  the  wife,  who  was  born  March  28, 
1843,  and  was  married  in  August,  1871,  died  on  the  farm,  July  1,  1893.  The 
children  in  the  family  are:  Amelia,  Anna  Marie,  Charles  and  Albert,  all  of 
whom  were  born  in  Germany.  Amelia  is  now  Mrs.  Beyer  of  Stanley  Town¬ 
ship  and  has  had  eleven  children,  namely,  Erhard,  Carl,  Alvina,  Oscar,  Her¬ 
bert  (deceased),  Agnes,  William,  Martin,  Hazel,  Emily  and  Werner.  Anna 
Marie  is  now  Mrs.  Ferdinand  C.  F.  Rudolph,  of  Stanley  Township,  and  has 
four  children,  Agnes,  Lida,  Edgar  and  Gerda  J.  Charles,  who  is  farming  in 
Canada,  married  Hazel  Heffner  and  has  four  children,  Della,  Gladys,  Roy  and 
Albert.  Albert,  who  rents  and  conducts  the  home  farm,  married  Lena  Kamrath. 

Rev.  Damian  Kvitek,  O.  S.  B.,  is  pastor  of  the  Parish  of  the  Holy  Trinity 
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at  Haugen,  and  of  the  Parish  of  St.  Catherine  at  Sarona.  He  came  to  Haugen 
July  17,  1916,  and  found  here  a  congregation  of  65  families.  This  number, 
under  his  pastorate,  has  increased  to  130  families.  At  Sarona  he  found  a 
scattered  parish,  which  he  has  developed  into  a  compact  congregation,  which, 
under  his  inspiration  and  guidance,  has  erected  a  sightly  new  church.  Father 
Kvitek  is  an  ideal  rural  priest.  He  knows  his  people,  and  is  thoroughly  in 
touch  with  their  temporal  life  and  their  spiritual  needs.  He  is  a  deep  student 
of  books  and  of  men,  and  while  demanding  of  himself  the  highest  standards 
tempers  his  austerity  with  a  thorough  and  sympathetic  understanding  of 
human  frailties.  Father  Kvitek’s  training  was  an  excellent  one.  He  was  born 
in  Bohemia,  June  4,  1887,  son  of  Matt  and  Catherine  (Dufek)  Kvitek,  the  for¬ 
mer  of  whom  is  still  living  in  that  country,  and  the  latter  of  whom  died  in 
1917.  He  received  his  early  education  in  the  schools  of  his  native  land,  and 
came  to  America  in  1906.  His  training  in  theology  and  philosophy  was  re¬ 
ceived  at  St.  Procopius  College  at  Lisle,  Ill.,  and  at  St.  John’s  University,  Col- 
legeville,  Minn.  He  was  ordained  as  a  Benedictine  priest  and  for  a  while  was 
curate  in  St.  Procopius  Parish,  Chicago.  From  there  he  came  to  Haugen. 

John  J.  Gygli,  leading  contractor  and  builder,  to  whose  skill  and  fidelity 
many  of  the  houses  and  barns  of  Barron  County  will  bear  testimony  for  dec¬ 
ades  to  come,  is  one  of  the  solid  respected  men  of  the  community.  He  was 
born  in  Green  County,  Wis.,  March  13,  1889,  son  of  John  and  Margaret  (Kun- 
dert)  Gygli,  natives  of  Switzerland,  who  came  to  this  country  as  young  peo¬ 
ple,  located  first  in  Green  County,  Wis.,  and  from  there  came  to  Section  30, 
Oak  Grove  Township,  where  they  are  now  prominent  farmers.  He  was  edu¬ 
cated  in  the  public  schools  of  Green  County,  and  as  a  youth  learned  the  car¬ 
penter  trade,  gradually  taking  up  contracting  on  his  own  responsibility. 
He  came  to  Barron  County  with  his  parents,  and  lived  with  them  on  the  farm. 
Since  1916  his  time  has  been  devoted  almost  entirely  to  contracting.  He 
came  to  Haugen  and  established  headquarters  here  in  1920.  He  has  just  com¬ 
pleted  a  modern  residence  which  is  a  model  of  its  kind.  It  is  a  sightly  seven- 
room  structure,  made  of  glazed  tile,  with  inside  trimmings  of  fir,  and  with 
hardwood  floors.  The  house  is  well  arranged  with  a  sumptuous  bath,  and  a 
built-in  fireplace.  A  hot  air  furnace  furnishes  the  heat  and  the  house  is  elec¬ 
trically  lighted.  The  well-equipped  work  shop  is  in  the  rear  of  the  house, 
and  is  built  of  glazed  tile  to  conform  with  his  residence.  Mr.  Gygli  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Commercial  Club.  His  wife  belongs  to  the  I.  S.  S.  of  A.  Mr.  Gygli 
was  married  Dec.  25,  1919,  to  Olga  Finstad,  who  was  born  in  Rice  Lake  Town¬ 
ship,  April  25,  1898,  daughter  of  Ole  and  Lise  (Sorenson)  Finsted,  well  known 
farmers  of  that  township.  They  have  on  child,  Mardell,  born  April  17,  1921. 

John  Plain,  proprietor  of  a  billiard  parlor  at  Haugen,  was  born  at  Aurora, 
Ill.,  Oct.  12,  1875,  son  of  Charles  and  Anna  (Sauer)  Plain,  natives  of  Germany, 
who  came  to  this  country  as  young  people  and  here  spent  the  remainder  of 
their  lives,  the  father  dying  May  5,  1915,  and  the  mother,  March  19,  1887.  He 
received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Aurora  and  Streator,  Ill.  For 
some  years  he  worked  in  the  glass  factory  at  Streator.  Later  he  was  employed 
at  Lafayette,  Ind.,  and  Cicero,  Ind.,  in  which  latter  place  he  was  in  business 
for  himself  for  a  while.  He  came  to  Barron  County  in  1912,  and  engaged  in 
business  first  at  Mikana  and  later  at  Campia.  He  came  to  Haugen  in  1914 
‘  and  engaged  in  business  until  July,  1919.  In  1920  he  opened  his  present  bil¬ 
liard  parlors.  He  caters  to  a  high  class  of  trade,  his  patrons  are  the  best  peo¬ 
ple  of  the  town,  and  his  place  is  a  popular  gathering  point.  In  addition  to 
the  billiard  trade,  he  handles  tobacco  products,  smokers’  supplies,  candies,  soft 
drinks  and  the  like.  He  is  deeply  interested  in  the  public  welfare  and  is  do¬ 
ing  good  service  as  a  member  of  the  village  council.  Fraternally,  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Catholic  Foresters,  the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  the  Eagles. 
He  and  his  family  attend  the  Catholic  Church.  Mr.  Plain  was  married  Nov. 
9.  1898,  to  Martha  Chadwick,  of  Cicero,  Ind.,  and  they  have  one  child,  Anna, 
born  Dec.  25,  1899. 
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John  Mlejnek,  a  highly  regarded  farmer  of  Section  25,  Bear  Lake  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  Bohemia,  Aug.  19,  1861,  the  son  of  Albert  and  Christena 
(Mackova)  Mlejnelt,  also  natives  of  Bohemia,  who  brought  the  family  to  Amer¬ 
ica  in  November,  1874,  and  located  in  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  where  the  father 
worked  with  railroad  construction  crews  and  in  other  employment.  From 
Iowa,  the  parents  moved  to  Owatonna,  Steele  County,  Minn.,  in  1877,  and 
rented  a  farm  there.  In  1887  they  moved  to  South  Dakota,  and  took  a  claim 
near  Webster.  In  the  fall  of  1891  they  sold  the  claim  and  came  to  live  with 
their  son,  John,  where  the  father  died  in  1902  and  the  mother  in  1903.  John, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  came  to  America  with  the  family  at  the  age  of 
thirteen,  and  for  a  time  attended  school  in  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa.  When  the 
family  moved  to  Owatonna,  Minn.,  in  1877,  he  helped  them  on  the  farm  there. 
In  1886  he  went  to  South  Dakota,  and  took  a  claim  near  Webster.  He  erected 
a  good  set  of  buildings,  and  started  to  break  the  land  and  develop  the  farm. 
In  1901  he  sold  out  there,  came  to  Barron  County,  and  purchased  80  acres  of 
wild  land  in  Section  25,  Bear  Lake  Township.  There  he  erected  a  frame  house 
and  log  barn,  and  started  clearing  up  the  land.  Later  he  built  a  better  set 
of  buildings.  He  has  a  well-fenced  and  well-tilled  place,  equipped  with  all 
necessary  tools,  implements  and  machinery,  and  beautified  with  a  well-kept 
lawn  and  a  profusion  of  flowers.  He  successfully  carries  on  general  farming, 
and  is  held  in  the  highest  esteem  by  all  who  know  him.  In  public  affairs  he  has 
taken  an  active  part  and  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  town  board.  He  is 
also  interested  in  better  highways,  and  has  served  as  road  overseer.  Frater¬ 
nally,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  at  Haugen.  He 
and  his  wife  were  well  read  people,  favorably  known  for  their  hospitality.  Mr. 
MlejnOk  was  married  at  Faribault,  Minn.,  Jan.  1,  1888,  to  Mary  Slavick,  the 
daughter  of  John  and  Minnie  (Casper)  Slavick,  natives  of  Bohemia,  the  for- 
iher  of  whom  died  in  1894,  and  the  latter  of  whom  is  now  living  at  New  Salem 
(Judfeon  P.  O.)  North  Dakota.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mlejnek  have  had  thirteen  chil¬ 
dren:  Frank  J.,  Rosa,  William,  Agnes,  William,  Alice,  Mary,  John,  Charles, 
Joseph,1  Victor  and  George  and  Northrup  (twins).  Frank  J.  was  born  Oct.  4, 
1888.  He  rriarried  Christina  Howell,  and  has  five  children,  Mary,  Joseph,  Hel- 
leh,  Edward  and  Frank.  Rosa  was  born  Feb.  27,  1891.  She  married  James 
Kovar,  and  has  ttvo  children,  Lucille  and  Hellen.  William  was  bom  June  2, 
1892,  and' died  Oct.  8,  1898.  Agnes  was  bora  July  6,  1894,  married  Joseph 
Snoll,  and  has  three  children,  Verna,  Joseph  and  Beatrice.  William  (second) 
was  born  April  18,  1896.  He  trained  at  Camp  Grant,  Rockford,  Ill.;  was  at¬ 
tached  to  Company  M,  343rd  Infantry ;  then  transferred  to  Company  E,  30th 
Infantry,  Third  Division,  and  served  in  France  and  Germany,  being  with  the 
Army  of  Occupation  after  the  armistice,  stationed  at  Munster  Maifeld.  He 
was  mustered  out  at  Camp  Zachary  Taylor,  Kentucky,  Aug.  29,  1919.  Later  he 
took  a  course  ‘in  the  St.  Paul  Automobile  and  Tractor  School  at  St.  Paul.  Alice, 
born  Sept.  36,  1897,  married  JOhn  Bruha,  and  has  one  child,  Eleanor.  Mary 
was  boni  June  5,  1899,  married  FrOd  Knadle,  and  has  one  child,  Virgil.  John 
^as  bora  Sept.  6,  1902;  Charles,  July  10,  1904;  Joseph,  March  15,  1907;  Vic¬ 
tor,  Jan.  11,  1910;  and  George  and  Northrop  (twins),  Oct.  4,  1911.  Mr.  and 
Mlrs.  Mlejnek  are  members  of  the  Freethinkers’  Association. 

Joteeph  Eckl,  an  early  settler  of  Rice  Lake  Township,  this  county,  was 
born  in  Germany,  and  was  there  reared,  educated,  and  learned  the  carpenters’ 
trade.  He  came  to  America  in  1847,  and  located  in  Milwaukee,  where  he 
worked  at  his  trade.  Two  years  later,  in  1849,  he  bought  80  acres  of  timber 
land  in  Eleven  Township,  Dodge  County,  this  state,  and  settled  on  it.  He 
built  a  log  house  and  barn,  and  devoted  several  years  to  clearing  and  develop¬ 
ing  &  farm.  In  1870  he  sold  the  place,  and  moved  to  Chippewa  Falls,  Chip¬ 
pewa  '  County,  near  which  place  he  rented  a  farm  for  three  years. '  In  1873 
he  came  to  Barron  County,  and  purchased  160  acres  in  Section  32,  Township 
No.  35  (Rice  Lake).  This  was  all  wild  land.  He  built  a  log  house  and  barn 
and  started  to  clear  a  farm  in  the  wilderness.  The  region  was  then  only 
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partly  settled.  The  lumber  camps  were  still  flourishing,  Rice  Lake  was  just 
emerging  from  a  lumber  camp  into  a  hamlet,  settlers  were  widely  scattered; 
and  a  few  isolated  cabins,  among  the  trees  and  stumps,  surrounded  with  a 
few  acres  of  broken  land,  were  the  only  indication  of  the  prosperous  agricul¬ 
tural  region  that  was  yet  to  be.  For  a  quarter  of  a  century  he  and  his  wife 
lived  on  this  place,  and  built  up  a  good  farm.  But  the  pioneer  spirit  was 
still  in  his  blood.  Barron  County  was  gradually  becoming  a  settled  commu¬ 
nity.  So  in  1898  he  sold  out  and  moved  to  Spring  Brook,  in  Washburn  County, 
this  state.  He  built  a  set  of  log  buildings,  broke  a  part  of  the  land,  and  for 
the  third  time  in  his  life  started  to  develop  a  farm  in  the  wilderness.  He  died 
there  in  1906,  and  his  good  wife  passed  away  two  years  later.  Both  were 
hard-working,  respected  people,  held  in  the  highest  regard  in  every  community 
in  which  they  lived. 

Frank  X.  Eckl,  a  prominent  citizen  of  Section  27,  Bear  Lake  Township, 
was  born  in  Eleven  Township,  Dodge  County,  this  state,  April  28,  1866,  the 
son  of  Joseph  and  Theresa  (Himmel)  Eckl,  who  brought  him  to  a  farm  near 
Chippewa  Falls,  this  state,  in  1870,  and  to  Rice  Lake  Township,  this  county, 
in  1873.  He  attended  school  in  Chippewa  and  Barron  counties,  learned  farm¬ 
ing  from  his  father,  and  remained  at  home  helping  with  the  farm  work  long 
after  attaining  his  majority.  In  1920  he  purchased  40  acres  in  Section  27, 
Bear  Lake  Township.  There  he  has  built  up  a  good  farm,  and  successfully 
carries  on  general  agriculture  and  dairying.  He  has  a  good  herd  of  cattle, 
and  everything  about  the  place  speaks  of  his  hard  work  and  good  judgment. 
He  is  much  interested  in  public  affairs,  and  is  one  of  the  real  leaders  in  his 
township.  For  ten  years  he  did  most  excellent  service  as  chairman  of  the 
town  board  of  the  Town  of  Gull  Lake,  in  Washburn  County,  and  for  two  years 
as  clerk  of  the  school  board.  For  fourteen  years  he  did  valuable  work  for  his 
fellow  citizens  as  a  member  of  the  town  board.  As  justice  of  the  peace  for 
two  years,  he  was  impartial  and  just.  In  every  obligation  of  life  he  has  lived 
up  to  his  highest  possibilities  and  he  is  a  valuable  and  useful  citizen.  Mr. 
Eckl  was  married  at  Rice  Lake,  June  15,  1896,  to  Martha  Dawsen,  who  was 
born  in  Maple  Grove  Township,  Barron  County,  May  8,  1875,  the  daughter  of 
Elias  and  Elizabeth  Dawsen,  natives  of  Indiana  and  both  now  deceased.  In 
the  Eckl  family  there  are  two  bright  adopted  girls :  Eve,  born  March  16,  1904 ; 
and  Edna,  born  Nov.  9,  1908.  Mr.  Eckl  is  a  Catholic  in  religion,  attending 
services  at  Haugen.  Mrs.  Eckl  is  a  Methodist. 

Martenus  Brandon,  a  solid  and  substantial  citizen  of  Section  29,  Bear 
Lake  Township,  where  he  has  lived  for  nearly  ten  years,  and  where  he  has 
built  up  a  good  place,  is  a  native  of  Norway,  born  in  that  country,  Sept.  16, 
1853,  the  son  of  Theodosius  and  Carrie  Brandon,  farming  people  of  that  coun¬ 
try.  He  received  such  education  as  the  schools  of  his  neighborhood  provided, 
and  was  reared  to  farm  pursuits.  After  reaching  middle  age,  he  determined 
to  seek  for  his  family  the  wider  opportunities  and  better  advantages  of  the 
new  country.  Accordingly,  he  set  sail  with  his  family  in  1912,  and  in  time 
reached  Rice  Lake,  this  county,  where  he  secured  160  acres  in  Section  29, 
Bear  Lake  Township.  This  was  cut-over  land,  but  little  improved.  He  has 
built  a  good  set  of  buildings,  including  house,  barn  and  sheds,  and  is  engaged 
in  improving  and  cultivating  the  farm.  He  has  proved  himself  a  hard  work¬ 
ing  and  industrious  man  and  a  good  citizen,  and  is  held  in  the  highest  regard. 
Like  his  forefathers  before  him,  he  is  an  adherent  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran 
Church,  and  has  reared  his  children  in  that  faith.  Mr.  Brandon  was  married 
in  Norway,  Aug.  28,  1890,  to  Anna  Strandbakken,  born  in  Ringsaker,  Norway, 
on  Sept.  25,  1861,  the  daughter  of  Johannes  and  Gunnor  Strandbakken,  now 
deceased.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  six  children:  Theodore,  John 
Carl,  Gunda,  Maggie  and  Anna,  all  born  in  Norway,  and  all  brought  to  this 
country  by  their  parents  in  1912.  Theadore  was  born  Nov.  1,  1891,  and  is 
working  with  his  father  on  the  home  farm.  He  was  reared  and  educated  in 
Norway,  and  had  just  reached  his  majority  when  the  family  came  to  America. 
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He  has  assisted  his  parents  with  the  development  of  the  place.  He  quit  the 
farm  and  is  now  patrolman  on  a  local  section  of  the  State  Highway  System. 
He  is  well  liked  by  all  the  young  people  of  the  community,  and  is  already  get¬ 
ting  a  good  start  in  life.  John  was  born  June  20,  1894,  and  lives  in  the  Town 
of  Bear  Lake.  He  married  Laura  Weilep  and  has  one  daughter,  Eleanore. 
Carl  was  born  Nov.  18,  1896,  and  died  May  25,  1918.  Gunda  was  born  Jan.  22, 
1899,  and  lives  in  Minneapolis.  Maggie  was  born  April  30,  1902,  and  Anna, 
April  28,  1905.  Theadore,  Gunda  and  Margaret  are  all  members  of  the  Scan¬ 
dinavian  Fraternity. 

Henry  Weilep,  for  a  number  of  years  an  honored  and  respected  citizen  of 
Bear  Lake  Township,  was  born,  reared  and  educated  in  Wisconsin,  and  early 
took  up  farming.  He  married  Euphrosina  Horsman,  a  native  of  Germany,  and 
for  several  years  farmed  in  Monroe  County,  this  state.  From  there  he  brought 
the  family  to  Barron  County  and  bought  80  acres  in  Section  28,  Bear  Lake 
Township.  This  was  all  wild  timber  land.  No  highways  had  been  laid  out, 
and  the  only  way  to  get  to  the  land  was  over  the  tote  roads  of  the  lumber 
companies.  He  built  a  log  house  and  barns  and  started  clearing  up  the  land. 
In  1895  he  bought  80  acres  more  in  Sections  28  and  29.  This  he  also  started 
to  clear.  He  lost  his  wife  in  1898.  For  a  few  years  thereafter  he  continued 
on  the  farm,  assisted  by  the  children.  Then  he  rented  the  place  for  a  while. 
Later  he  sold  it  to  his  sons,  William  A.  and  Leo  T.  He  has  been  a  good  citi¬ 
zen  and  a  hard  working  farmer  and  is  held  in  high  regard  by  all  who  know 
him. 

William  A.  Weilep  is  one  of  the  leading  and  influential  farmers  of  Bear 
Lake  Township.  He  has  taken  an  active  part  in  public  affairs,  especially  as 
relates  to  his  own  township.  For  nine  years  he  has  done  most  excellent  serv¬ 
ice  as  chairman  of  the  township,  and  as  such  served  with  credit  on  the  county 
board.  His  work  for  the  town  and  for  the  county  was  most  excellent,  and 
won  the  approbation  of  the  taxpayers  and  voters.  For  some  ten  years  he  was 
director  of  the  school  board  of  his  district.  As  treasurer  of  the  Clover  Leaf 
Cheese  Co.,  he  is  brought  into  intimate  contact  with  all  the  dairymen  of  this 
vicinity,  and  his  work  in  this  capacity  is  meeting  with  general  satisfaction. 
Mr.  Weilep  was  born  in  Monroe  County,  this  state.  Sept.  23,  1879,  the  son  of 
Henry  and  Euphrosina  (Horsman)  Weilep.  He  came  to  this  county  with  the 
rest  of  the  family  in  1880  and  now  with  his  brother,  Leo  T.,  owns  the  home 
farm,  which  they  purchased  in  1903,  and  to  which  they  have  given  the  name 
of  Midway  Farm.  Mr.  Weilep  was  married  in  Bear  Lake  Township,  Jan.  22, 
1899,  to  Carrie  Troyer,  who  was  born  in  Maryland,  Dec.  13,  1879,  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  John  and  Laura  (Good)  Troyer,  natives  of  Indiana.  The  father  is  now  liv¬ 
ing  in  Cumberland,  the  mother  being  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weilep  have  six 
children:  Esther,  Lawrence,  Laura,  Leslie,  Everett  and  Cecil.  Laura  mar¬ 
ried  John  Brandon  and  has  one  child,  Elnora.  The  two  Weilep  brothers  have 
one  of  the  best,  most  modern,  and  highly  productive  farms  in  the  vicinity. 
The  modern  and  comfortable  home  of  stucco,  furnished  and  equipped  with 
many  conveniences,  was  put  up  in  1920.  The  frame  barn,  32  by  100  feet,  with 
a  wing,  32  by  32,  equipped  with  the  King  ventilating  system  and  the  James 
stanchions,  was  put  up  in  1915.  The  two  large  silos  were  constructed  at  the 
same  time.  Other  buildings  have  been  put  up  as  necessity  has  required.  All 
the  buildings  are  lighted  with  electricity,  and  house,  barn  and  yard  are  fur¬ 
nished  with  running  water.  There  is  a  pleasant  lawn,  and  a  good  grove.  The 
place  is  well  fenced,  and  everything  bespeaks  the  prosperity  and  thrift  and 
good  judgment  of  the  owners.  The  pride  of  the  farm  is  a  herd  of  over  50 
flne  Guernsey  cattle,  nearly  a  half  of  which  are  pure  bloods.  The  brothers 
successfully  carry  on  general  farming  and  dairying  along  modern  lines,  and 
have  won  a  full  measure  of  merited  success.  Both  are  among  the  most  promi¬ 
nent  men  in  the  township. 

Louis  A.  Stodola,  an  active  and  progressive  farmer  of  Section  13,  Bear 
Lake  Township,  is  a  native  of  this  county,  born  at  Haugen,  in  Oak  Grove 
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Township,  Sept.  23,  1896,  the  son  of  Bohumil  and  Anna  (Svoboda)  Stodola. 
These  good  people  were  born  in  Bohemia,  came  to  America  in  1873,  and  bought 
160  acres  of  prairie  land  near  Clarkson,  Nebraska.  There  they  farmed  until 
1894,  when  they  came  to  Barron  County,  and  purchased  160  acres  near  what 
is  now  Haugen,  in  Oak  Grove  Township.  This  was  then  covered  with  brush 
and  stumps.  They  cleared  up  the  land,  and  built  a  frame  house,  a  good  barn, 
a  granary,  machine  sheds  and  other  buildings,  and  became  well  known  and 
substantial  citizens.  The  father  died  in  1907  and  the  mother  now  lives  in  the 
Village  of  Haugen.  Louis  A.  attended  the  schools  of  his  neighborhood  and 
learned  farming  on  the  home  farm.  He  lost  his  father  when  he  was  eleven 
years  old,  and  gradually  as  he  grew  old  enough,  assumed  the  responsibility 
of  running  the  place  for  his  mother.  In  1919  he  rented  a  farm  in  the  Village 
of  Haugen,  Oak  Grove  Township.  In  1920  he  came  onto  his  present  place, 
which  he  rents.  He  is  engaged  in  general  farming  and  dairying,  and  has  a 
good  herd  of  Holsteins,  headed  by  a  full-blooded  sire.  A  hard  working,  in¬ 
dustrious  man,  he  understands  his  business  thoroughly,  and  is  making  a  good 
start  in  life.  Louis  A.  Stodola  was  inducted  into  service  in  the  United  States 
Army,  at  Barron,  Wis.,  Oct.  23,  1918.  He  was  sent  to  Camp  Shelby,  Miss.,  for 
training  and  went  from  there  to  Camp  Grant,  at  Rockford,  Ill.,  where  he  was 
discharged  Dec.  28,  1918.  Mr.  Stodola  was  married  June  8,  1920,  at  Haugen, 
this  county,  to  Mary  Kodesh,  who  was  born  in  Omaha,  Neb.,  March  1,  1901, 
the  daughter  of  Anton  and  Francis  (Uchytil)  Kodesh,  who  are  still  living  in 
Haugen.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stodola  have  one  son,  Rudolph  F.,  born  April  10,  1921. 

Isaac  Faurot,  an  honored  and  respected  resident  of  Sections  31  and  32, 
Bear  Lake  Township,  was  born  at  Highland  Mill,  on  the  Hudson  River,  in 
Orange  County,  New  York  State,  Aug.  9,  1848,  the  son  of  Stephen  and  Ruth 
(Bull)  Faurot.  The  father  was  a  well  known  and  popular  character  in  his 
day,  a  boatman  on  the  Hudson  River  at  West  Point,  also  for  some  time  a  steam¬ 
boat  man,  and  at  another  period  of  his  life  being  engaged  in  government 
work.  Isaac,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  came  to  Wisconsin  in  1861.  He  at¬ 
tended  the  common  schools  and  was  still  a  boy  when  he  enlisted  in  Go.  H,  47th 
Wis.  Vol.  Inf.,  was  transferred  to  the  44th  Regiment  and  served  for  one  year. 
One  of  the  exciting  incidents  of  his  service  was  a  chase  after  Jefferson  Davis, 
the  president  of  the  Southern  Confederacy.  At  one  time  the  company  came 
within  a  few  miles  of  him,  and  was  but  ten  miles  away  at  the  time  of  his 
capture.  Upon  his  discharge,  Mr.  Faurot  returned  to  the  farm.  For  some 
years  he  farmed  in  Columbia  County,  this  state,  and  later  spent  fourteen  years 
clearing  up  a  farm  in  Pierce  County.  In  1884  he  came  to  Barron  County  and 
homesteaded  40  acres  in  Section  32,  Bear  Lake  Township,  and  bought  80  acres 
in  Section  31,  adjoining.  This  was  all  heavy  timber  land.  He  cleared  up  a 
home  lot  and  built  a  log  house  and  log  barn.  Then  he  set  to  work  to  establish 
a  farm  in  the  wilderness.  By  working  early  and  late  at  the  most  arduous 
toil,  he  gradually  cut  off  the  timber  and  put  the  land  under  cultivation.  In 
1905  he  built  a  frame  house  which  is  convenient  and  comfortable.  Later  he 
put  up  a  good  frame  barn,  granary,  machine  sheds,  chicken  house,  swine  house, 
and  other  buildings.  He  has  taken  pride  in  having  a  good  farm,  and  every¬ 
thing  about  it  bespeaks  his  good  judgment  and  hard  work.  He  successfully 
carries  on  general  farming  and  stock  raising,  and  has  a  fine  herd  of  high 
grade  cattle,  headed  by  a  full-blooded  sire.  His  financial  holdings  include 
electric  light,  telephone,  cheese  factory  and  creamery  stock,  as  he  has  be¬ 
lieved  in  supporting  everything  that  contributes  to  the  progress,  develop¬ 
ment  and  welfare  of  the  community.  Mr.  Faurot  was  married  at  Maiden 
Rock,  Wis.,  to  Mary  Phillips,  who  was  born  in  New  York  on  Sept.  5,  1856,  the 
daughter  of  John  and  Adelia  (Cook)  Phillips,  natives  of  New  York  State  and 
early  settlers  of  Wisconsin.  The  father  in  early  life  was  a  blacksmith  and 
having  a  mechanical  turn  of  mind,  later  became  an  engineer.  He  died  May  2, 
1871,  and  his  wife,  after  spending  many  years  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Faurot, 
died  in  April,  1919.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Faurot  are  the  parents  of  nine  children: 
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Charles  S.,  Edna,  Feme,  William,  Arthur  S.,  Mamie  A.,  Lloyd,  Hazel  and 
Vivian.  Charles  S.  was  born  May  29,  1875,  and  died  in  October,  1893.  Edna 
was  bom  April  7,  1877,  married  Burt  Brinkley,  of  Cumberland,  and  has  a 
child,  Fern.  Feme,  born  Nov.  2,  1879,  is  now  Mrs.  Chas.  Raberty  of  Cumber¬ 
land.  William,  bom  Oct.  12,  1880,  is  married  and  lives  near  Seattle,  Wash., 
having  one  child,  William  M.  Arthur  S.  was  born  Sept.  7,  1884.  Mamie  A. 
was  born  May  5,  1886,  married  Robert  Read,  of  this  township,  and  has  seven 
children,  namely:  Mabel,  Mary,  Velma,  Lelah,  Charles,  Hazel  and  Vayne. 
Lloyd  was  born  Nov.  21,  1888,  and  died  Dec.  12,  1918.  Hazel  was  born  Nov  21, 
1890.  Vivian  was  bom  June  19,  1896,  married  Elmer  Woline,  who  died  Dec. 
24,  1918,  and  has  one  child,  Mary  Eleanor. 

Bernard  G.  Richter,  an  energetic  farmer  of  Section  36,  Bear  Lake  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  Monroe  County,  this  state,  near  Cashton,  Aug.  29,  1895,  the 
son  of  Louis  B.  and  Fredericka  (Derring)  Richter,  who  now  make  their  home 
with  him.  He  received  a  common  school  education,  and  was  reared  to  farm 
pursuits  by  his  father.  In  1913  he  came  to  Barron  County  with  his  parents 
and  purchased  his  present  farm  of  160  acres.  It  was  then  partly  improved, 
and  a  small  frame  house  was  standing  on  it.  To  the  improvement,  develop¬ 
ment  and  cultivation  of  this  place  he  has  since  devoted  his  attention.  He  car¬ 
ries  on  general  farming  and  dairying  and  has  a  good  herd  of  cattle,  headed 
by  a  full-blooded  sire.  He  has  put  on  an  addition  on  the  house,  and  built  a 
good  barn,  a  granary,  a  milk  house  and  machine  sheds.  He  has  made  a  good 
farm,  well  fenced,  and  well  equipped,  and  everything  about  the  place  bespeaks 
his  thrift  and  energy.  Mr.  Richter  is  prominent  among  his  fellows.  He  is 
president  and  director  of  the  Goodhope  Cheese  Co.,  in  Bear  Lake  Township. 
He  was  married  May  23,  1916,  at  Rice  Lake,  Wis.,  to  Mary  Willger,  who  was 
born  in  Monroe  County  on  Oct.  9,  1897,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Agnes  Will¬ 
ger,  the  father  being  a  native  of  Germany  and  the  mother  of  Wisconsin.  They 
are  now  living  in  Bear  Lake  Township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richter  have  three  chil¬ 
dren:  Lawrence,  born  June  12,  1917;  Fredericka,  Nov.  17,  1918;  and  Bernice, 
Jan.  31,  1921. 

John  G.  Kolar,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Section  13,  Bear  Lake  Township, 
was  born  in  Homer  Township,  Will  County,  Ill.,  May  24,  1871,  the  son  of  John 
and  Mary  (Kuresh)  Kolar,  natives  of  Bohemia,  who  came  to  America  as  young 
people,  and  located  on  a  farm  in  that  county  and  state,  and  where  the  father 
died  in  1917,  and  where  the  mother  is  still  living.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
received  his  education  in  the  common  schools,  and  for  many  years  was  em¬ 
ployed  by  the  American  Steel  &  Wire  Co.  at  Rockdale,  Ill.  But  although  he  did 
well  as  a  factory  employe,  he  desired  a  different  life  for  his  children,  so  in 
1908  he  came  to  Haugen,  Barron  County  Wis.,  and  purchased  120  acres  of 
brush  land  in  Section  13,  Bear  Lake  Township.  There  he  built  a  frame  house 
and  a  straw  stable,  and  started  to  clear  up  the  land.  In  1916  he  built  a  frame 
bam,  hay  sheds,  machine  sheds,  granary  and  chicken  house,  and  other  build¬ 
ings.  From  time  to  time  he  is  making  further  improvements.  His  home  is 
comfortable,  and  his  bam  is  well  equipped  with  stanchions,  water  cups  and 
other  conveniences.  Here  he  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and 
dairying  and  has  a  good  herd  of  cattle.  He  is  a  man  whose  judgment  is  re¬ 
spected  by  his  fellowmen,  and  he  has  done  considerable  public  service,  having 
been  a  member  of  the  school  board  and  of  the  town  board.  Fraternally,  he  is 
a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  Mr.  Kolar  was  married  March 
11,  1903,  at  Lockport,  III.,  to  Mrs.  Francis  Frijer,  the  widow  of  Joseph  Frijer, 
and  the  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (Kolar)  Kolar,  she  being  a  Kolar  before 
marriage,  both  of  whom  died  in  Bohemia.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kolar  have  seven 
children:  George  A.  was  bom  April  22,  1894;  John  V.  was  born  Aug.  22, 
1896;  James  was  born  Feb.  16,  1896,  and  died  at  the  age  of  six  weeks;  Agnes 
T.  was  bom  Jan.  9,  1897;  Mary  was  bom  Dec.  8,  1899;  Edward  F.  was  born 
Nov.  24,  1901 ;  and  Frank  J.  was  bora  Jan.  13,  1903.  George  A.  Kolar  enlisted 
in  1916  in  Company  I,  Third  Wisconsin  Regimerit,  but  was  later  transferred 


by  Google 


Digitized 


JOHN  G.  KOLAR  AND  FAMILY 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by  LjOOQie 


HISTORY  OF  BARRON  COUNTY 


711 


to  Company  I,  127th  Infantry,  32nd  Division.  He  sailed  for  France,  Feb.  26, 
1917,  and  saw  active  service  on  the  Argonne  sector,  at  Chateau  Thierry,  Ver¬ 
dun  and  the  Meuse-Argonne.  As  corporal,  he  returned  to  the  United  States 
in  June,  1919.  John  V.  Kolar  was  inducted  into  the  United  States  service 
Sept.  19,  went  to  Camp  Grant;  was  attached  to  341st  Infantry,  86th  Divi¬ 
sion,  and  was  transferred  to  the  Headquarters  Division  of  the  same  organiza¬ 
tion.  Sept.  8,  1918,  he  sailed  for  France.  After  the  armistice  was  at  Trier, 
Germany,  on  guard  duty  with  the  Army  of  Occupation.  May  7,  1919,  left 
Germany  for  France;  June  28,  1919,  sailed  for  the  United  States.  Held  rank 
of  sergeant. 

Demeter  Uggem,  a  substantial  farmer  of  Section  1,  Bear  Lake  Township, 
who  has  for  a  number  of  years  been  identified  with  the  sugar  beet  industry  in 
this  country  and  is  now  successfully  carrying  on  general  farming,  was  born 
in  Hungary,  Oct.  16,  1866,  the  son  of  Demeter  and  Mary  (Miscaska)  Uggem, 
also  natives  of  that  country.  He  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native  land, 
and  there  grew  to  manhood.  In  1898  he  came  to  America,  and  bought  100  acres 
of  cut-over  land  in  Section  1,  Bear  Lake  Township,  this  county.  Here  he  built 
a  log  cabin  and  made  a  small  clearing.  The  next  year  he  was  joined  by  his 
parents.  Soon  afterward,  he  allowed  his  farm  to  revert  to  the  owner,  and  he 
and  his  parents  went  to  Norfolk,  Nebraska,  where  he  entered  the  employ  of 
the  American  Sugar  Beet  Co.  In  1901  he  came  back  to  Barron  County  and 
bought  his  present  place  of  80  acres.  It  was  then  cut-over  land.  He  built 
a  small  frame  house  and  started  to  do  some  clearing  up.  Here  he  farmed  for 
several  years.  In  1911  he  rented  the  farm  and  went  to  Chippewa  Falls,  Wis., 
where  he  worked  for  a  sugar  beet  company  for  three  years,  his  services  being 
of  much  value  by  reason  of  his  previous  experience.  In  1914  he  came  to  his 
farm  again.  In  1916  he  put  up  a  frame  house,  a  granary,  a  machine  shed  and 
other  buildings.  The  next  year  he  built  a  good  barn,  with  full  basement,  and 
equipped  with  stanchions,  water  cups  for  the  cattle,  and  other  conveniences. 
Mr.  Uggem  has  a  good  herd  of  cattle,  headed  by  a  full-blooded  sire.  He  is 
building  up  a  good  place  and  is  a  good  citizen  in  every  respect.  As  the  father 
of  children,  he  is  interested  in  education,  and  is  doing  good  service  on  the 
school  board.  Mr.  Uggern  was  married  June  14,  1896,  at  Norfolk,  Nebraska, 
to  Mary  Costneck,  the  daughter  of  Demeter  Costneck.  Her  parents,  born  in 
Hungary,  came  to  this  country,  settled  in  Nebraska,  and  lived  there  until  the 
mother’s  death  in  1896,  after  which  the  father  returned  to  Hungary.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Uggem  have  nine  children:  Mary,  John,  Joseph,  Anna,  Frank,  Hellen, 
George,  Susie  and  Daniel.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Catholic  Church. 

Joseph  Subrt,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Section  22,  Bear  Lake  Township, 
was  born  in  Bohemia,  July  13,  1876,  the  son  of  Frank  and  Mary  (Barta)  Subrt, 
also  natives  of  that  country.  The  family  came  to  America  in  1889,  and  set¬ 
tled  in  Boxbutte  County,  in  the  western  part  of  Nebraska,  on  a  homestead  on 
which  the  father  proved  up  and  received  his  deed.  In  1896  he  sold  out  for 
fifty  cents  an  acre.  Then  he  went  to  Colfax  County,  in  the  same  state,  where 
he  rented  a  farm  for  seven  years.  In  1903  the  family  came  to  Barron  County, 
and  Joseph  and  his  brother,  Rudolph,  bought  320  acres  in  Section  22,  Bear 
Lake  Township.  This  was  then  in  the  real  wilderness,  no  roads  had  been 
built,  and  thev  had  to  get  onto  the  land  by  following  the  tote  roads  of  the  lum¬ 
ber  companies.  They  built  a  small  house  and  started  to  clear  up  the  wild  cut¬ 
over  stump  land.  In  1913,  Mr.  Subrt  built  a  good  barn  with  full  basement  and 
equipped  with  James  stanchions.  Later  he  built  a  silo  and  a  chicken  house. 
In  1920  he  put  up  a  modem  house.  He  has  built  up  a  good  place,  has  a  well- 
developed  farm,  and  is  already  well  along  the  road  to  success.  He  carries  on 
general  farminv  and  dairying,  and  has  a  good  herd  of  grade  cattle.  His  bus¬ 
iness  holdings  include  stock  in  the  Consumers’  Store  at  Rice  Lake.  Frater¬ 
nally,  he  is  a  member  of  the  W.  M.  A.  and  of  the  Z.  C.  B.  J.  He  stands  well 
with  all  who  know  him,  and  is  regarded  as  a  hard  working  and  substantial 
citizen.  His  father,  who  came  here  with  him,  died  July  23,  1918,  and  the 
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mother  is  living  with  her  daughter,  Emma,  wife  of  Burt  Modocks.  He  has 
held  the  office  of  supervisor  and  assessor  and  school  clerk.  The  family  are 
“free  thinkers”  and  have  monthly  meetings  with  songs,  etc.,  generally  held 
at  the  Subrt  home.  Mr.  Subrt  was  married  Feb.  14,  1898,  at  Schuyler,  Ne¬ 
braska,  to  Emily  Mundil,  who  was  born  on  Aug.  11,  1876,  the  daughter  of 
Frank  and  Josie  Mundil,  natives  of  Bohemia,  both  now  deceased.  This  union 
has  been  blessed  with  eight  children:  Libby,  born  Dec.  31,  1898,  married 
James  Vanek,  and  has  one  son,  Merwin.  Lidia  was  born  March  18,  1900.  Al¬ 
bert  was  born  Oct.  23,  1901.  Alice  was  born  Feb.  26,  1903.  Rosa  was  born  Jan. 
26,  1906.  Joseph  was  born  Oct.  12,  1907.  William  Frank  was  born  July  IS, 
1909.  Blanche  was  born  Aug.  30,  1916. 

Anton  Zabka,  an  estimable  farmer  of  Sections  22  and  23,  Bear  Lake  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  Austria,  April  19,  1868,  the  son  of  Anton  and  Francis  (Divi- 
sek)  Zabka,  also  natives  of  that  country,  who  brought  the  family  to  America 
in  1870,  and  settled  on  a  farm  near  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  reared  on  his  parents’  farm,  and  received  a  common  school  edu¬ 
cation.  As  a  young  man  he  went  to  Colfax  County,  Nebraska,  and  was  there 
employed  at  farm  work.  In  1903,  having  determined  to  locate  in  this  region, 
he  came  to  Haugen,  and  secured  160  acres  of  land  in  Sections  22  and  23,  Bear 
Lake  Township.  A  heavy  wind  had  swept  the  tract  and  uprooted  the  trees, 
and  clearing  the  tract  seemed  almost  impossible.  Mr.  Zabka  cleared  up  an 
acre  or  so,  and  built  a  small  shanty  and  frame  barn.  With  this  beginning 
he  proceeded  to  build  up  a  good  farm.  He  hauled  off  the  wind  falls,  cleared 
up  the  stumps,  and  placed  the  land  under  cultivation.  This  strenuous  work, 
however,  undermined  his  health,  and  in  1907  he  went  back  to  Nebraska,  where 
for  one  year  he  conducted  a  restaurant  at  Leigh,  then  for  three  years  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  other  work.  After  that  he  came  to  his  farm  once  more.  In  1917 
he  erected  the  present  sightly  frame  house.  In  1919  he  built  a  barn,  with  a 
full  basement,  and  well  equipped  with  fixtures.  Mr.  Zabka  successfully  car¬ 
ries,  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  and  has  a  good  grade  of  stock.  He  is 
getting  the  most  out  of  his  place  in  every  way,  he  is  a  good  business  man,  he 
works  hard  and  uses  good  judgment,  and  he  has  been  successful  in  his  en¬ 
deavors.  Mr.  Zabka  was  married  at  Clarkson,  Nebraska,  Oct.  29,  1892,  to 
Anna  Mundil,  who  was  born  in  Austria  on  April  11,  1872,  the  daughter  of 
Frank  and  Josie  Mundil.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Zabka  have  five  children:  Anna, 
Lillian,  Adolph,  Erwin  and  William.  Anna  was  born  Oct.  6,  1893,  married 
John  A.  Glandt,  and  lives  at  Leigh,  Nebraska.  Lillian,  born  March  23,  1896, 
married  Edward  Cekal,  and  lives  at  Crete,  Nebraska.  Adolph,  born  Oct.  12, 
1896,  died  March  6,  1907.  Erwin  was  born  Dec.  81,  1899,  and  William,  March 
20,  1908. 

Hiram  A.  Beardsley,  Sr.,  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  and  an  early  settler 
in  Cedar  Lake  Township,  now  deceased,  was  born  in  New  York  State,  Dec. 
29,  1840,  son  of  Alvin  and  Nancy  (Conant)  Beardsley.  The  father,  Alvin, 
was  born  December  7,  1801,  and  the  mother,  Nancy,  Sept.  20,  1812.  Alvin 
Beardsley  was  a  farmer  who  moved  from  New  York  State  in  1860  to  Racine, 
Wisconsin,  at  which  place,  or  in  its  vicinity,  he  continued  to  follow  agricul¬ 
ture.  Hiram  A.  Beardsley  in  early  manhood  learned  and  followed  the  trade 
of  carpenter  and  joiner.  Becoming  a  soldier  in  the  Union  Army  in  1862,  he 
served  until  1866,  and  during  his  active  service  was  taken  prisoner  and  spent 
nine  months  in  Andersonville  prison.  After  the  war  he  worked  at  his  trade 
for  a  number  of  years  near  Jefferson,  Jefferson  County,  Wisconsin.  In  1884 
he  came  by  team  to  Barron  County  and  took  a  farm  in  Cedar  Lake  Township. 
In  addition  to  developing  that  farm,  he  cleared  one  from  the  wilderness  in 
Bear  Lake  Township.  Later  in  life  he  retired  and  took  up  his  residence  at 
Rice  Lake,  of  which  place  he  was  one  of  the  well  known  and  respected  citi¬ 
zens,  serving  in  the  office  of  alderman,  and  being  an  active  and  prominent 
member  of  the  Grand  Army  Post.  He  died  at  Rice  Lake,  July  28,  1912,  in  his 
seventy-second  year,  and  was  laid  to  rest  with  appropriate  ceremonies.  Mr. 
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Beardsley  was  married  at  Jefferson,  Wis.,  to  Josephine  Fox,  a  native  of  Con¬ 
necticut,  who  died  at  Rice  Lake,  Sept.  1,  1892.  There  were  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hiram  A.  Beardsley,  Sr.,  eleven  children,  namely:  Georgella  A.,  Oct.  10, 
1866;  Emma  A.,  March  20,  1868;  Clinton  E.,  Feb.  17,  1870;  Susan  V.,  March 
2,  1871;  Isa,  Aug.  23,  1873;  Hiram  A.,  June  15,  1875;  Taylor  F.,  May  15,  1876; 
Nancy  Luisa,  June  1,  1877;  Charles  L.,  Sept.  18,  1878;  George  J.,  Oct.  15,  1879; 
and  Madelia  J.,  July  28,  1881.  These  facts  and  dates  are  taken  from  a  record 
that  has  been  in  the  family  since  1801. 

Hiram  A.  Beardsley,  Jr.,  an  active  farmer  of  Section  34,  Bear  Lake  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  the  City  of  Jefferson,  Jefferson  County,  Wisconsin,  June  15, 
1875,  son  of  Hiram  A.  Sr.,  and  Josephine  (Fox)  Beardsley,  natives  of  New 
York  State  and  Connecticut  respectively.  He  acquired  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  and  for  some  years  worked  on  the  farm  with  his  father.  In 
1895  he  went  west  to  Watertown,  S.  D.,  and  took  up  decorating  business  as  a 
painter  and  paperhanger.  There  he  remained  for  eight  years.  In  1904  he 
came  to  Rice  Lake,  Barron  County,  Wis.,  where  he  continued  in  the  same  line 
of  work.  Ten  years  later,  in  1914,  he  purchased  his  present  farm  of  eighty 
acres  in  Section  34,  Bear  Lake  Township.  He  is  successfully  carrying  on 
general  farming  and  dairying  along  the  latest  approved  lines.  The  place  is 
well  developed  and  well  equipped  and  the  cattle  are  of  good  grade.  Mr. 
Beardsley  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Clover  Leaf  Cheese  Company.  In  Watertown, 
S.  D.,  he  joined  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  of  which  organization  he  still  remains  a 
member.  Mr.  Beardsley  was  married  at  Watertown,  S.  D.,  Dec.  23,  1896,  to 
Grace  A.  Beardsley,  daughter  of  George  W.  and  Susan  (Crandall)  Beardsley. 
Her  father,  a  carpenter  and  joiner  by  trade,  fought  for  the  Union  throughout 
the  entire  Civil  War,  being  a  member  of  Co.  C,  Nineteenth  Wisconsin  Vol¬ 
unteer  Infantry.  He  was  taken  prisoner  and  confined  in  Libby  prison  for 
eight  months.  In  1878  he  went  to  Watertown,  S.  D.,  where  he  was  a  member 
of  the  Grand  Army  Post.  In  1906  he  came  to  Rice  Lake,  Barron  County,  Wis. 
He  is  now  living  in  the  Old  Soldiers’  Home  at  Waupaca,  Wis.  He  and  his  wife, 
Susan,  were  married  at  Jefferson,  Wis.,  July  4,  1875.  Mrs.  Beardsley  is  a 
member  of  the  Woman’s  Relief  Corps,  auxiliary  to  the  Grand  Army.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hiram  A.  Beardsley  Jr.,  have  become  the  parents  of  eight  children, 
namely:  Clay,  who  was  born  Jan.  17,  1898,  and  died  July  23,  1909;  Stanley, 
born  Sept.  12,  1904;  Aretta,  born  March  27,  1906;  Elsie,  born  March  12,  1908; 
Eveline,  born  Oct.  9,  1910,  and  died  Jan.  21,  1911;  Neal,  born  May  5,  1914; 
Genevieve,  born  June  3,  1916,  and  Dewey  Earl,  born  June  21,  1921.  The  fam¬ 
ily  faith  is  that  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

James  C.  Colstad,  expert  cheese  maker  for  the  Goodhope  Cheese  Co.,  oper¬ 
ating  a  factory  in  section  36,  Bear  Lake  Township,  was  born  at  Star  Prairie,  St. 
Croix  County,  May  25, 1890,  the  son  of  Hans  and  Elizabeth  (Halverson)  Colstad, 
the  father  a  native  of  Norway,  and  the  mother  of  Wisconsin.  He  attended  the 
common  schools  of  his  neighborhood,  and  took  a  year's  course  in  the  High 
School  at  Osceola.  He  early  became  interested  in  dairying,  and  learned  cheese 
making  in  the  factory  at  Johannesburg.  Having  been  reared  to  farm  pursuits 
he  knows  the  business  thoroughly  from  the  time  the  cows  are  fed  on  the  farm 
until  the  time  the  cheese  is  ready  for  shipment.  In  1912  he  became  cheese 
maker  for  the  concern  with  which  he  is  now  connected.  In  1912,  this  factory 
was  receiving  4,000  pounds  of  milk  daily.  This  was  increased  in  time  to  10,000 
pounds  daily,  which  is  about  the  present  average.  Mr.  Colstad  is  an  ideal  man 
for  the  position,  he  is  a  master  in  his  line,  he  is  of  pleasing  and  affable  de¬ 
meanor,  and  he  has  the  full  confidence  of  the  patrons  of  his  factory.  All  in  all, 
he  is  regarded  as  a  useful  and  active  citizen.  In  1919  he  purchased  80  acres 
in  section  34,  Bear  Lake  Township.  He  brushed  35  acres  and  put  ten  acres 
under  the  plow.  In  1920  he  erected  a  good  house  and  barn.  This  place  he  now 
rents.  Mr.  Colstad  was  married  Feb.  17,  1909,  at  Stillwater,  Minn.,  to  Eleanor 
Firchow,  who  was  born  at  Stillwater,  Minn.,  on  July  15,  1892,  the  daughter  of 
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Gust  and  Minnie  Firchow.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  a  bright  boy, 
Ronald,  who  was  born  June  17,  1911. 

Fred  Bruha,  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Bear  Lake  Township,  who  is 
developing  a  good  farm  in  section  13,  was  born  in  Washington  Township,  La 
Crosse  County,  this  state,  April  27,  1881,  the  son  of  Matt  and  Rosa  (Urbanek) 
Bruha,  natives  of  Bohemia.  The  father  came  to  this  country  as  a  young  man, 
lived  in  St.  Louis  for  a  while,  then  settled  on  a  farm  in  La  Crosse  County. 
Later  he  came  to  Barron  County,  and  is  now  making  his  home  at  Haugen.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  received  his  early  education  in  the  common  schools,  and 
early  took  up  farming  as  his  life  work.  He  bought  120  acres  in  section  13,  Bear 
Lake  Township,  and  erected  a  frame  house,  barn,  machine  shed,  granary  and 
other  buildings  out  of  lumber  which  he  got  from  the  trees  which  he  felled  in 
clearing  the  land.  There  he  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairy¬ 
ing,  having  a  good  herd  of  cattle  headed  by  a  full  blooded  Holstein  sire,  an  ex¬ 
cellent  flock  of  sheep,  and  a  drove  of  Duroc  Red  swine.  Mr.  Bruha  is  a  believer 
in  everything  that  is  for  the  betterment  and  more  systematic  conduct  of  farm 
production  and  marketing.  He  is  secretary  of  the  American  Society  of  Equity 
at  Haugen,  secretary  of  the  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Co.  of  Barron  County,  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Wool  Pool  Association  of  Haugen  and  a  stockholder  in  the  Bear 
Lake  and  Lakeside  Cheese  Co.  at  Haugen  and  the  Consumers’  Store  at  Hau¬ 
gen.  He  has  taken  an  especially  active  interest  in  school  affairs  in  his  district 
and  has  been  clerk  of  the  board  some  twelve  years.  He  is  a  careful,  pains¬ 
taking  keeper  of  records,  and  his  work  as  secretary  of  the  various  organiza¬ 
tions  has  won  him  high  favor  among  his  fellow  men.  Fraternally,  he  is  a 
popular  member  of  the  Z.  C.  B.  J.  Mr.  Bruha  was  married  Jan.  26,  1909,  at 
Haugen,  this  county,  to  Anna  Baker,  who  was  born  Feb.  22,  1886,  daughter 
of  Joseph  and  Anna  (Wanek)  Baker,  retired  farmers  of  that  place.  He  and 
his  wife  have  six  bright  children:  Frederick  R.,  born  Oct.  20,  1910;  Mary, 
Oct.  8,  1911;  Margaret,  Nov.  24,  1914;  Blanche,  Sept.  21,  1916;  Anna,  Nov.  28, 
1918,  and  Edward,  Oct.  26,  1920. 

Asbury  N.  Levings,  proprietor  of  a  well  improved  farm  in  section  9, 
Crystal  Lake  Township,  who  has  also  through  many  years  aided  in  the 
improvement  of  society  and  the  elevation  of  humanity  through  religion  and 
the  promotion  of  such  great  moral  movements  as  prohibition  of  the  liquor 
traffic,  was  born  in  New  York  State,  July  12,  1859.  His  parents,  Noah  and 
Amaralla  (Rosebush)  Levings,  were  natives  of  that  state  who  came  to  Wis¬ 
consin  in  1863  and  engaged  in  agriculture.  Shortly  after  arriving  at  their 
new  home,  Noah  Levings  enlisted  for  service  in  the  Civil  War  and  served 
until  its  close.  He  then  resumed  farming,  and  in  the  fall  of  1870  moved  with 
his  family  to  a  farm  in  St.  Croix  County,  five  miles  south  of  New  Richmond. 
Asbury  N.  acquired  a  common  school  education  and  learned  agriculture  on 
his  parents’  farm.  After  arriving  at  manhood  he  engaged  in  that  occupation 
for  himself,  renting  in  succession  several  farms  in  St.  Croix  County,  this 
state.  In  1881,  alive  to  the  opportunities  afforded  by  the  opening  up  of  Dakota 
lands,  he  went  to  South  Dakota,  where  he  took  a  homestead,  which  he  im¬ 
proved  and  on  which  he  remained  for  four  years.  In  1886  he  returned  to 
Wisconsin  and  for  some  years  thereafter  resided  successively  near  Clear 
Lake,  Glenwood  and  Amery.  In  the  year  1903  he  settled  in  Barron  County, 
buying  an  interest  in  the  M.  Y.  Cliff  &  Co.’s  store  at  Cumberland,  in  which 
he  worked  for  a  year.  For  fourteen  years  longer  he  continued  in  mercantile 
business,  having  charge  of  the  furniture,  undertaking  and  hardware  depart¬ 
ments  of  the  company’s  store,  proving  his  capacity  as  salesman  and  manager 
to  the  satisfaction  of  his  employers.  This  phase  of  his  career  was  terminated 
in  1918,  in  which  year  Mr.  Levings  resumed  agricultural  pursuits,  buying  120 
acres  in  section  9,  Crystal  Lake  Township.  Of  this  tract  he  cleared  40  acres, 
also  erecting  a  good  set  of  buildings.  Here  he  is  engaged  in  mixed  farming 
and  dairying,  keeping  grade  Shorthorn  cattle,  and  his  operations  have  proved 
successful  from  the  financial  standpoint.  In  1921  he  was  elected  clerk  of  the 
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township  board,  in  which  office  he  is  now  serving.  This  is  not  his  first  public 
service,  as  he  was  formerly  treasurer  of  the  high  school  board  at  Glenwood 
and  at  another  time  a  member  of  the  village  council  at  Amery.  For  many 
years  he  was  president  and  secretary  of  the  Ashland  district  Epworth  League, 
and  for  15  years  superintendent  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Sunday  school 
at  Cumberland.  His  interest  in  the  temperance  cause  dates  back  to  an  early 
period  and  to  it  he  devoted  a  considerable  amount  of  time  and  much  earnest 
effort,  which  were  amply  rewarded  when  the  eighteenth  amendment  to  the 
United  States  constitution  went  into  effect.  Mr.  Levings  assumed  the  respon¬ 
sibilities  of  domestic  life  on  Dec.  30,  1885,  when  he  was  united  in  marriage  at 
Boardman,  Wis.,  to  Anna  Casselman.  She  was  born  in  Canada,  June  2,  1861, 
daughter  of  Michael  and  Eliza  (Johnston)  Casselman.  Her  parents  are  now 
deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Levings  have  had  three  children:  Edwin  J.,  born 
Nov.  29,  1886,  who  is  now  teaching  a  government  Indian  school  in  North 
Carolina;  William  A.,  born  June  2,  1891,  who  died  in  infancy,  Oct.  31,  1892, 
and  Harry  E.,  born  Sept.  20,  who  is  now  his  father’s  business  partner. 

Ole  Erickson,  a  solid  and  substantial  farmer  of  section  27,  Vance  Creek 
Township,  was  born  in  Ringerike,  four  miles  west  of  Christiania,  Norway, 
July  5,  1863,  the  son  of  Erick  and  Carrie  Johnson.  He  attended  school  in  his 
native  parish  and  grew  to  manhood  there.  As  a  youth  he  did  farm  work  and 
was  also  employed  in  the  nickel  smelters.  In  1888  he  came  to  America  with 
his  brother,  George.  They  found  their  way  to  St.  Paul  and  from  there  came 
to  this  region,  where  they  entered  the  employ  of  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  Ole  was 
sent  to  Bear  Lake,  in  Barron  County,  to  take  care  of  200  head  of  oxen.  There¬ 
after  he  remained  in  the  woods  for  many  years,  driving  oxen  in  the  lumber 
camps  in  the  winter  and  working  on  the  river  drives  in  the  spring.  In  1888 
he  bought  his  present  farm.  That  year  he  and  his  brother,  George,  sent  for 
the  parents,  who  came  and  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives  in  Vance  Creek 
Township.  When  he  secured  the  land  it  was  all  wild.  A  road  had  been  chopped 
out  but  it  was  little  more  than  a  trail  through  the  woods.  Mr.  Erickson  put 
up  a  combination  log  and  frame  house  and  lived  in  it  at  intervals  while  still 
continuing  his  work  as  a  lumberman.  He  started  farming  with  a  yoke  of  oxen 
and  a  few  cows.  His  market  was  at  Clear  Lake  and  Eau  Claire.  A  walk  to 
Rice  Lake  was  an  ordinary  stroll  in  those  days.  Gradually  he  has  built  up  a 
good  place  from  the  wilderness.  He  has  a  good  set  of  buildings  and  the  land 
is  well  cultivated  and  suitably  fenced.  Here  he  successfully  carries  on  gen¬ 
eral  farming  and  dairying.  He  has  a  good  herd  of  Holstein  cattle  which  he 
is  gradually  improving.  He  sells  cream  to  the  Farmers  Co-operative  Creamery 
Co.  at  Clear  Lake,  in  which  he  is  a  stockholder.  Having  come  here  when  there 
were  practically  no  good  roads,  he  has  naturally  been  interested  in  the  better¬ 
ment  of  highways  and  for  ten  years  he  has  done  most  excellent  service  as 
pathmaster.  He  and  his  family  are  interested  in  the  Norwegian  Lutheran 
Church  at  West  Prairie  Farm,  in  which  he  has  been  a  trustee  for  several 
years.  He  is  respected  throughout  the  community  and  esteemed  by  all  who 
know  him.  Mr.  Erickson  was  married  at  Prairie  Farm  on  July  19,  1896,  to 
Gusta  Tobiason,  who  was  born  in  Jackson  County,  Minn.,  Oct.  27,  1876,  the 
daughter  of  Edward  and  Carrie  Tobiason.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with 
three  children:  Edwin,  Carl  and  Gerhard.  Edwin  was  born  May  23,  1897,  and 
is  at  home.  Carl  was  born  Sept.  1,  1898,  and  is  a  railroad  operator.  Gerhard 
was  born  March  27,  1900,  grew  to  young  manhood  of  unusual  promise  and 
died  Nov.  1,  1918. 

Lafayette  Edward  Losey,  a  substantial  and  representative  farmer  of 
section  8,  Sumner  Township,  was  born  in  a  log  cabin  in  Calumet  County,  this 
state,  April  24,  1861,  the  son  of  Isaac  and  Sarah  (Scott)  Losey,  pioneers  of 
that  county.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  amid  pioneer  conditions, 
obtained  what  schooling  he  could  in  the  neighborhood  and  was  also  taught 
much  by  his  mother  from  home  books.  He  learned  farming  thoroughly  from 
his  father.  In  1885,  the  family,  then  consisting  of  the  father  and  mother, 
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Lafayette  E.,  and  his  sister,  Ida  Jeanette,  started  for  Barron  County,  driving 
a  horse  team  and  bringing  their  equipment  and  the  implements  with  which 
they  were  to  subdue  the  wilderness.  Upon  their  arrival  here  they  located  on 
section  16,  Sumner  Township,  erected  a  log  cabin  and  started  to  clear  the 
land.  Both  parents  are  now  dead.  The  father,  who  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil 
War,  attained  considerable  prominence  in  the  township,  and  he  and  his  wife 
were  both  greatly  beloved.  Soon  after  the  arrival  of  the  family  here,  Lafay¬ 
ette  E.  secured  a  tract  of  160  acres  in  section  8,  Sumner  Township,  to  which 
he  has  since  added  40  more.  When  he  took  the  place  a  log  barn  and  crude 
shack  had  been  erected.  With  this  beginning  he  has  built  up  a  good  farm.  A 
feature  of  the  place  is  a  round  barn,  56  feet  in  diameter,  with  a  driveway  and 
"L,”  26  by  26  feet.  The  buildings  are  supplied  with  conveniences  and  advan¬ 
tages,  including  a  good  collection  of  tools,  implements  and  machinery.  The 
house  was  burned  Feb.  17,  1921.  On  this  place  Mr.  Losey  successfully  conducts 
general  farming,  making  a  specialty  of  Guernsey  cattle,  Duroc  swine  and 
good  horses.  As  a  believer  in  farm  progress,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Guernsey 
Breeders’  Asociation  and  in  the  Farmers  Co-operative  Store  at  Canton.  Since 
early  boyhood,  Mr.  Losey  has  been  an  earnest  adherent  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  He  has  been  untiring  in  his  efforts  to  build  up  the  church 
in  Sumner  Township,  he  has  taught  the  Bible  class  for  twenty-five  years  and, 
next  to  his  family,  its  welfare  has  lain  closest  to  his  heart.  Mr.  Losey  married 
Grace  Giles,  who  was  born  in  August,  1868,  at  Janesville  and  died  in  October, 
1917,  at  the  age  of  forty-nine  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Losey  had  six  children: 
Harold  L.,  Leon  G.,  Bessie  G.,  Roy  L.,  Ernest  I.  and  Valorice  J. 

Albert  Halvorson,  an  energetic  and  highly  regarded  farmer  of  section 
8,  Sumner  Township,  was  born  in  an  old  log  cabin  on  section  6,  this  township, 
July  20,  1881,  the  son  of  the  pioneers,  Olaus  and  Ellen  (Jorgenson)  Halvorson. 
He  grew  to  manhood  in  the  years  when  the  place  was  developing  from  a 
wilderness  to  a  well-kept  farm,  he  helped  his  parents  with  the  farm  work  and 
he  attended  the  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  As  the  years  of  responsibility 
came,  he  rented  the  home  place  in  partnership  with  his  brother,  William. 
After  his  marriage  in  1911  he  sold  out  to  his  brother  and  moved  to  a  tract  of 
160  acres  in  Stanley  Township.  A  set  of  buildings  stood  on  the  place  and  60 
acres  of  the  land  had  been  broken.  He  remodeled  the  house,  fixed  over  the 
barn,  built  a  good  stave  silo  and  there  farmed  for  four  years.  In  1916  he  sold 
out  and  came  to  his  present  place  of  148  acres  in  section  8,  Sumner  Township. 
Thirty-five  acres  of  this  land  was  cultivated,  the  rest  being  in  woodland,  and 
no  buildings  had  been  erected.  To  the  task  of  building  up  and  operating  this 
farm,  he  has  since  devoted  his  attention.  He  has  erected  a  modern  home,  put 
up  a  good  barn,  36  by  100  feet,  a  tile  silo,  16  by  41,  and  Other  buildings.  He 
has  cleared  the  land  and  put  it  under  cultivation.  Not  only  had  the  timber  to 
be  cut  off  and  the  stumps  cleared,  but  some  hundreds  of  loads  of  stones  had 
to  be  gathered  up  and  carted  away.  Mr.  Halvorson  has  taken  pride  in  his 
work  and  has  developed  a  good  farm  of  which  he  has  reason  to  be  proud.  He 
carries  on  general  farming  and  makes  a  specialty  of  a  good  herd  of  pure  bred 
Guernsey  cattle.  He  is  an  officer  of  the  Guernsey  Breeders’  Association.  He 
stands  well  with  all  who  know  him  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  substantial 
and  representative  men  of  his  township,  and  an  example  to  the  younger  gen¬ 
eration.  Mr.  Halvorson  was  married  June  29,  1911,  to  Mary  Bandli,  who  was 
born  in  Doyle  Township,  this  county,  Oct.  7,  1879,  the  daughter  of  Christian 
and  Elsbeth  Bandli,  the  pioneers.  They  have  one  bright  boy,  Laurence,  born 
Feb.  13,  1917. 

George  L.  Pettis,  a  solid  and  substantial  farmer  of  probity  and  worth, 
living  on  section  8,  Sumner  Township,  was  born  in  Calumet  County,  this  state. 
May  22,  1859,  the  son  of  Hiram  K.  and  Lucy  Jane  (Scott)  Pettis,  natives  of 
New  York  State.  The  father  came  to  Wisconsin  as  a  young  man.  When  the 
Civil  War  was  raging,  he  answered  his  country’s  call  and  enlisted  in  Troop 
K,  4th  Wisconsin  Cavalry.  He  was  stricken  ill  while  in  service,  was  transferred 
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to  an  army  hospital  and  there  died,  leaving  his  wife  with  four  young  children : 
Frank,  Rosa,  Cynthia  and  George  L.  In  the  early  eighties  the  family  moved 
to  Fond  du  Lac  County.  From  there  they  moved  to  Antigo,  in  Lincoln  County. 
In  1894  they  came  to  Rice  Lake  and  here  the  mother  died  in  1913  at  the  good 
old  age  of  eighty  years.  When  he  first  came  here,  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  employed  for  some  time  in  the  mills.  In  1912  he  purchased  his  present 
farm,  to  the  improvement  and  cultivation  of  which  he  has  since  devoted  his 
time  and  energy.  He  has  been  successful  in  his  operations,  he  has  a  good 
home  and  a  well-kept  farm  and  stands  well  with  all  who  know  him.  He  has 
been  a  lifelong  abstainer  and  has  been  a  strong  advocate  of  prohibition.  At 
Antigo  he  was  an  active  member  of  the  Good  Templars,  and  also  of  the  Sons 
of  Veterans.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Rice 
Lake,  served  on  its  official  board  and  taught  in  the  Sunday  School.  Mr.  Pettis 
was  married  Feb.  8,  1898,  to  Hattie  Wilcox,  who  was  born  in  Juneau  County, 
this  state,  May  3,  1866,  daughter  of  John  and  Alvira  (Babcock)  Wilcox,  natives 
of  New  York  State,  who  came  west  to  Michigan  as  young  people,  and  from 
there  to  Wisconsin.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pettis  have  three  children:  Rena,  Erma 
and  Irvin. 

Cyrus  Woolley,  an  early  settler,  was  born  in  New  York  State,  May  14, 
1826,  the  son  of  Judiah  Woolley,  a  native  of  England,  who  brought  the  family 
to  the  present  site  of  Chicago,  then  scarcely  a  hamlet,  and  from  there  moved 
to  Will  County,  in  the  same  state.  Cyrus  grew  to  manhood  in  Illinois,  and  for 
several  years  farmed  in  Will  County.  In  1870  he  came  to  Barron  County,  and 
in  1872  secured  a  homestead  of  120  acres  in  section  17,  Sumner  Township. 
This  was  all  wild  land.  He  put  up  a  frame  house,  erected  a  barn  of  poles, 
cleared  some  of  the  land  and  started  farming  with  little  more  than  his  hands 
and  a  few  crude  implements.  About  a  year  after  their  arrival  they  traded  an 
organ  for  a  cow.  The  nearest  railroad  was  then  at  Chippewa  Falls.  There 
were  many  privations  to  endure  and  many  difficulties  to  overcome,  but  they 
persevered  and  in  time  won  success.  After  many  years  of  hard  work  there, 
they  retired  and  took  up  their  home  with  their  daughter,  Ursula  Anderson. 
He  died  at  the  age  of  eighty  years  in  Barron  while  on  a  visit.  His  wife,  Julia 
Keene,  was  born  in  New  York  State,  April  6,  1839,  daughter  of  Jas.  C.  and  Polly 
(Sanford)  Keene.  Her  grandfather  Keene  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  War.  She  now  lives  with  her  son,  Edwin  C.,  in  Sumner  Township.  In 
the  Keene  family  there  were  nine  children:  William  Sanford,  Phoebe  Jane, 
James,  Andrew  Jackson,  Laura  Ann,  Isaac  Edwin,  Susan,  Julia  and  Eliza¬ 
beth.  Mr.  Woolley  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  seven  children:  Edwin 
C.,  Ursula  Polly,  Rose,  Charles,  Martha,  Jennie  and  Herbert. 

Edwin  C.  Woolley,  an  experienced  farmer  of  section  18,  Sumner  Township, 
was  born  in  Pleasant  Ridge  Township,  Livingston  County,  Illinois,  Nov.  6, 
1864,  the  son  of  Cyrus  and  Julia  (Keene)  Woolley,  the  pioneers.  He  came  to 
this  county  with  his  parents  in  1870  and  was  reared  in  Sumner  Township.  He 
learned  farm  work  and  worked  in  the  woods  and  on  lumber  drives.  As  a  young 
man  he  worked  in  Superior,  Wis.,  Duluth,  Minn.,  and  in  various  places  in 
North  Dakota  and  in  Canada.  In  1902  he  homesteaded  a  farm  in  Kootenai 
County,  in  the  Panhandle  district  in  Idaho,  and  remained  there  until  1913.  In 
1914  he  moved  onto  his  present  80  acres  in  section  18,  Sumner  Township.  At 
that  time  this  was  pratically  all  wild.  He  has  erected  good  buildings  and  has 
developed  an  excellent  farm.  He  carries  on  general  agricultural  operations 
and  makes  a  specialty  of  Guernsey  cattle.  Mr.  Woolley  married  in  June,  1914, 
Effie  White,  who  was  born  Oct.  10,  1870,  the  daughter  of  H.  J.  White. 

George  Smart,  retired  merchant  and  one  of  the  founders  of  Hillsdale 
Village,  was  born  in  Mukwonago,  Waukesha  County,  Wis.,  April  20,  1847,  son 
of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  (Steele)  Smart.  The  parents  were  natives  of  England 
who  came  to  America  in  1833  and  settled  in  Waukesha  County,  where  they 
spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  the  father  dying  in  1872  and  the  mother 
in  1888.  In  the  family  there  were  eleven  children,  Richard,  Robert,  John, 
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Joseph,  Samuel,  William,  George,  Anna,  Mary,  Sarah  and  Jennie.  The  five 
first  mentioned,  and  also  Mary,  who  was  the  wife  of  Henry  Stead,  are  now 
deceased.  George  lives  in  Stewartville,  Minn.  Anna  is  the  widow  of  John 
Simon,  Sarah  the  widow  of  Edgar  Schermerhorn,  and  Jennie  residing  in  Win¬ 
nebago  City,  Minn.,  the  widow  of  Charles  Bates.  William  resides  at  Hillsdale, 
this  county.  George  Smart  attended  the  district  schools  and  at  the  age  of 
twelve  years  had  the  misfortune  to  injure  one  of  his  legs  while  hauling 
stumps  with  some  of  his  neighbors,  this  crippling  him  for  life.  But  undaunted 
by  this  disaster,  he  completed  his  schooling  and  learned  telegraphy  at  home. 
At  the  age  of  twenty  years  he  became  station  agent  at  Arcadia,  Wis.,  on  the 
Green  Bay  Railroad,  and  remained  in  this  position  for  27  years.  In  1900  he 
bought  the  general  store  at  Stewartville,  Minn.  It  was  two  years  later  that 
he  came  to  Barron  County  and  started  a  store  at  Hillsdale,  then  an  infant 
hamlet,  just  starting  as  a  business  center.  In  1905  he  sold  the  general  store 
and  purchased  a  hardware  store.  This  he  conducted  until  1918,  when  he  sold 
out  and  retired,  still  retaining  ownership  of  the  building.  Mr.  Smart  married, 
Oct.  14,  1873,  Mary  Jones,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Anna  (Owen)  Jones, 
natives  of  England,  who  came  to  America  in  1850  and  settled  in  Waukesha 
County,  Wis.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smart  have  three  children:  Maude  E.,  born  Sept. 
14,  1874,  now  wife  of  Alfred  Blackburn  of  Hillsdale;  Birdie  L.,  born  Dec.  2, 
1876,  now  wife  of  Frank  Pierce  of  Vancouver,  Wash.;  and  Lloyd  G.,  born 
Feb.  16,  1879,  now  of  Broadview,  Mont. 

John  F.  Samson,  cashier  of  the  State  Bank  of  Hillsdale,  was  born  at  Eau 
Claire,  Wis.,  Jan.  14,  1890,  son  of  Frank  and  Susan  (Forest)  Samson,  natives 
of  Canada,  and  now  leading  citizens  of  Cameron,  where  the  father  was  a 
prominent  and  successful  merchant  for  many  years.  John  F.  passed  through 
the  graded  schools  of  his  native  place,  took  a  three  years'  course  in  the  St. 
Paul  (Minn.)  High  School,  and  in  1910  was  graduated  from  the  Rice  Lake 
(Wis.)  High  School.  Then  for  some  time  he  was  assistant  cashier  of  the  State 
Bank  of  Cameron.  In  1914  he  was  appointed  postmaster  at  Cameron  and  served 
until  the  spring  of  1918.  April  2,  1918,  he  was  inducted  into  the  United  States 
service,  trained  with  the  Twenty-fifth  Company,  Coast  Artillery,  at  Puget 
Sound,  and  was  transferred  to  the  Coast  Artillery  School  for  Officers  at 
Fortress  Monroe,  Va.,  and  was  there  when  the  armistice  was  signed,  receiving 
his  discharge  Nov.  25,  1918.  May  1,  1919,  he  assumed  the  duties  of  assistant 
cashier  of  the  State  Bank  of  Hillsdale  and  in  October,  1920,  was  made  cashier. 
He  is  conscientious  and  popular  and  is  a  real  factor  in  the  success  with  which 
the  bank  is  meeting.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  Mason  and  an  Odd  Fellow.  The 
family  faith  is  that  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Mr.  Samson  is  an  enthusi¬ 
astic  believer  in  the  future  of  this  county  and  is  taking  his  share  in  the 
encouragement  of  its  various  interests. 

Carl  Tonolli,  now  living  in  Barronette,  and  widely  known  as  a  musician 
of  merit,  was  born  in  Italy  and  was  there  educated,  studying  music  under 
competent  masters.  In  1870  he  came  to  the  United  States  and  settled  in  New 
York.  From  there  he  traveled  from  place  to  place  following  his  profession 
as  a  musician.  In  the  course  of  his  work  he  organized  some  twenty  good 
bands  in  various  parts  of  the  country.  In  1918  he  retired  and  took  up  his 
home  in  Barronette  in  this  county.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  Mason,  being  a  member 
of  Border  Lodge,  No.  406,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  at  Rock  Rapids,  Iowa.  He  married 
Mary  Menghelt,  and  they  have  seven  children:  Caesar,  deceased;  Chrissie, 
wife  of  Clarence  A.  L.  Loomis  of  Barronette;  Clara,  wife  of  James  N.  Hunter, 
deceased,  of  Barronette;  John  of  Duluth;  Louise,  wife  of  B.  B.  Brooks  of 
Chadron,  Neb.;  Lucius,  deceased;  arid  Hugo  of  Hannibal,  Wis. 

Clarence  A.  L.  Loomis  of  Barronette  is  one  of  the  useful  citizens  of  the 
County.  Already  experienced  in  public  affair^  when  he  came  here,  he  has 
taken  his  active  part  in  the  life  of  the  village.  He  helped  to  organize  the 
Barronette  Commercial  Club  and  as  one  of  the  active  members  of  that  organ¬ 
ization  was  a  factor  in  the  location  of  the  first  lumber  yard  and  creamery 
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here,  and  in  the  establishment  of  the  first  rural  mail  route  out  of  the  local 
postoffice.  He  was  also  one  of  the  five  men  who  organized  the  Barronette 
State  Bank.  In  many  other  public  movements  he  has  taken  his  part  and  has 
labored  hard  for  the  establishment  of  a  new  school.  His  services  on  the  school 
board  have  ever  been  in  the  interests  of  progress  and  the  best  interests  of  the 
growing  generations.  Fraternally,  he  is  an  enthusiastic  member  of  the  Yeo¬ 
men.  He  was  born  in  Chester,  Howard  County,  Iowa,  Dec.  18,  1868,  the  son 
of  George  E.  and  Elvira  (Cramm)  Loomis,  the  pioneers.  These  worthy  people 
were  born  in  Vermont,  came  to  La  Crosse  County,  this  state,  in  the  early 
days,  lived  there  twelve  years,  and  then  moved  to  Howard  County,  Iowa,  with 
the  early  settlers  and  there  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  the  father 
dying  Jan.  8,  1902,  and  the  mother,  March  30,  1918.  In  the  family  there  were 
four  children,  Willis  E.,  Alice  L.,  Avena  and  Clarence  A.  L.  Clarence  attended 
the  district  schools  of  his  native  county  and  supplemented  this  with  two  years 
in  business  college  in  La  Crosse,  Wis.  For  some  years  he  worked  with  his 
father  on  the  farm  and  then  started  in  for  himself,  continuing  his  operations 
until  he  owned  a  whole  half  section  of  rich  Iowa  land.  As  a  scientific  farmer 
he  was  widely  known,  and  his  Royal  Belgian  horses  were  nationally  famous, 
having  taken  two  championships  at  the  International  Stock  Show  m  Chicago 
in  1902.  His  registered  Jersey  cattle  were  the  basis  of  many  another  fine 
herd  in  his  part  of  the  state,  and  his  fine  Shropshire  sheep,  Poland  China 
swine  and  White  Wyandotte  chickens  had  more  than  a  local  reputation.  In 
public  life  he  occupied  local  and  town  offices  and  served  on  numerous  delega¬ 
tions  and  committees.  In  Iowa  he  was  elected  to  two  terms  as  county  clerk 
of  court.  Coming  of  pioneer  stock,  he  was  interested  in  the  preservation  of 
the  memories  of  the  early  days,  and  for  several  years  was  president  of  the 
State  Line  Old  Settlers’  Association,  an  organization  embracing  the  early 
settlers  of  northeastern  Iowa  and  southeastern  Minnesota.  But  in  spite  of 
this  measure  of  success  and  prominence,  the  pioneer  blood  in  his  veins  called 
him  to  try  life  in  a  newer  country,  so  in  1906  he  sold  out  and  came  to  Barron 
County.  Here  with  Barronette  as  his  headquarters  he  acquired  considerable 
land,  being  at  one  time  the  possessor  of  no  less  than  1,300  acres.  In  1908  he 
purchased  the  Barronette  Stock  Farm  of  320  acres,  stumped  100  acres,  reno¬ 
vated  the  buildings,  erected  a  large  barn  and  there  successfully  carried  on 
mixed  farming  and  dairying  until  1914.  In  that  year  he  went  to  Cumberland 
and  became  owner  and  manager  of  the  Merchants  Hotel.  In  1916  he  came 
back  to  Barronette  and  has  since  been  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business 
here  and  in  looking  after  his  extensive  interests.  Mr.  Loomis  was  married, 
Feb.  29,  1892,  to  Chrissie  Tonolli,  daughter  of  Carl  and  Mary  (Menghelt) 
Tonolli,  and  this  union  has  been  blessed  with  three  children:  Carl  E.,  born 
March  18,  1893,  now  at  home ;  George  W.,  born  April  16,  1896,  now  in  Duluth ; 
and  Ruth,  born  Aug.  12,  1897,  wife  of  Harry  Arnes  of  Barronette.  The  family 
faith  is  that  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Fremont  S.  Woodard,  county  clerk  of  Barron  County  and  formerly  active 
in  several  lines  of  industry,  including  agriculture,  was  born  at  Melrose,  Jack- 
son  County,  Wis.,  April  22,  1862,  son  of  Thomas  C.  and  Clarissa  Woodard.  The 
father  was  a  native  of  Vermont,  born  in  February,  1838;  the  mother  was  born 
in  Pennsylvania  in  February,  1839.  They  were  married  at  Melrose,  Wis., 
where  Thomas  C.  Woodard  had  an  active  career  of  many  years  as  a  farmer 
and  lumberman.  He  retired  from  lumbering  in  the  late  nineties  but  continued 
to  operate  his  farm  for  some  years  after.  He  and  his  wife  are  now  residing 
at  Bloomer,  Chippewa  County,  Wis.,  and  the  farm  is  managed  by  their  son, 
Oscar.  They  had  in  all  eight  children,  of  whom  the  six  now  living  are: 
Western,  a  farmer  and  sheep  herder  living  near  Bloomer;  Fremont  S.  of 
Barron;  Inez,  wife  of  Chris  Hansen,  a  banker  and  stock  broker  of  Bloomer; 
Alta,  also  a  resident  of  Bloomer;  Oscar  on  the  home  farm;  and  Luella,  now 
Mrs.  George  Kerig  of  Bloomer,  Wis.  The  two  deceased  are  Sherman  and 
Estella.  The  parents  of  Fremont  S.  Woodard  came  to  Bloomer,  Wis.,  when  he 
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was  five  years  old,  or  about  1867,  and  he  resided  there  26  years,  or  until  1892. 
It  was  there  that  he  attended  common  school  and  subsequently  engaged  in 
farming.  On  April  18,  1883,  he  married  Mary  R.  Randall,  daughter  of  Levi 
and  Catherine  Randall  of  Bloomer.  In  1892  Mr.  Woodard  removed  to  Wash¬ 
burn,  in  Bayfield  County,  Wis.,  where  for  two  years  he  was  engaged  in  business 
as  a  buyer  and  shipper  of  cattle.  In  the  fall  of  1894  he  went  to  Duluth  and 
for  three  years  was  engaged  in  the  wood  business  there.  He  then  sold  out 
his  interests  and,  then  coming  to  Barron  County,  engaged  in  agriculture  at 
Prairie  Farm.  On  July  1,  1903,  he  was  appointed  postmaster  there,  in  which 
office  he  served  until  1917,  and  during  that  period  of  fourteen  years  he  also 
wrote  fire,  hail  and  cyclone  insurance.  His  service  as  postmaster  ended,  he 
returned  to  his  farm  and  remained  there  for  two  years  or  more,  until  he  was 
elected,  in  December,  1919,  by  the  board  of  county  commissioners  as  successor 
to  T.  T.  Hazelberg,  who  had  resigned  as  county  clerk.  Mr.  Woodard  then 
removed  to  Barron  to  enter  upon  the  duties  of  his  office.  His  service  therein 
giving  general  satisfaction,  in  1920  he  was  nominated  without  opposition  to 
succeed  himself  and,  being  elected,  has  since  remained  county  clerk.  Polit¬ 
ically,  he  is  a  Republican.  He  still  owns  his  farm,  which  is  now  being  oper¬ 
ated  by  his  son,  Leon,  and  is  the  owner  of  a  good  residence  property  in  Barron. 
Previous  to  his  election  as  county  clerk,  Mr.  Woodard  was  a  member  of  the 
county  board.  He  served  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Prairie  Farm 
for  years  as  trustee  and  was  also  active  in  Sunday  school  work  there.  He  and 
his  wife  have  had  five  children,  three  of  whom  died  in  infancy:  Grace,  born 
April  16,  1883,  died  Feb.  1,  1899.  Leon,  born  Aug.  12,  1891,  resides  at  home. 

T.  W.  Borum,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in  Jackson,  Jackson 
County,  Ohio,  Aug.  28,  1864.  When  only  one  year  old  he  moved  with  his 
parents,  settling  on  a  farm  in  Bear  Valley,  Sauk  County,  Wis.  Here  amid 
rural  surroundings  and  “near  to  nature’s  heart”  and  numerous  trout  streams, 
he  laid  the  foundation  for  good  health,  integrity  and  those  principles  of  char¬ 
acter  that  go  so  far  toward  shaping  the  future  life  of  every  young  man.  He 
was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  Sauk  County,  at  Spring  Green  Acad¬ 
emy,  and  at  River  Falls  Normal  School.  Mr.  Borum  was  not  reared  in  the  lap 
of  luxury,  but  was  early  thrown  on  his  own  resources  and  learned  the  rough 
and  rugged  road  to  success  only  by  hard  knocks.  He  earned  his  first  dollar 
teaching  school  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  and  by  following  up  teaching  winters 
and  by  the  practice  of  the  most  rigid  economy,  he  managed  to  secure  a  very 
good  education.  In  August,  1881,  Mr.  Borum  entered  the  employ  of  the  W.  W. 
Kimball  Piano  and  Organ  Company  of  Chicago,  first  as  agent,  then  as  general 
agent,  and  finally  as  superintendent  of  agencies  for  Wisconsin  and  northern 
Michigan,  establishing  his  home  and  permanent  headquarters  at  Barron  in 
1886.  Mr.  Borum  sold  through  agencies  established  by  him,  several  million 
dollars  worth  of  Kimball  goods.  Mr.  Borum  was  united  in  marriage  to  Bertie 
E.  Leach  of  this  city,  Feb.  28,  1883.  Mrs.  Borum  contracted  typhoid  fever, 
which  terminated  fatally,  June  7,  1910.  Not  content  with  success  in  one  line, 
Mr.  Borum  interested  himself  in  local  business  matters  within  the  city  and 
county.  He  was  the  original  promoter  and  is  now  vice-president  of  the  Barron 
County  Telephone  Company,  at  present  a  $100,000  successful  corporation.  Mr. 
Borum  has  been  for  years  a  stockholder,  director  and  officer  of  the  Bank  of 
Barron,  Barron,  Bank  of  Dallas,  Dallas,  and  First  State  Bank  of  Prairie  Farm. 
At  the  time  of  the  reorganization  of  the  Bank  of  Barron,  September,  1915,  Mr. 
Borum  was  elected  president  of  this  institution,  serving  in  this  capacity  until 
January,  1920.  In  politics  Mr.  Borum  is  a  Republican,  and  has  always  taken 
a  keen  interest  in  politics.  Mr.  Borum  is  an  enthusiastic  sportsman  and  firm 
believer  in  the  outdoor  life,  and  has  probably  bagged  his  share  of  game  and 
fish  during  his  trips  that  have  extended  from  ocean  to  ocean.  During  the 
World  War,  Mr.  Borum  served  with  fairness  and  ability  as  vice  chairman  of 
the  Barron  County  Exemption  Board. 
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Rasmus  Rasmussen,  a  hard-working  farmer  owning  190  acres  of  good 
land  in  section  7,  Sumner  Township,  was  born  in  Denmark,  July  19,  1865,  the 
third  of  the  six  children  of  Peter  and  Carrie  Rasmussen.  He  was  educated  in 
the  schools  of  his  native  land  and  started  out  for  himself  at  the  age  of  four¬ 
teen,  when  on  May  28,  1880,  he  sailed  for  America.  Here  he  made  his  way  to 
Muskegon  County,  Mich.,  where  he  did  farm  work  for  about  ten  years.  Then 
he  went  to  Chicago  and  delivered  ice  for  nine  years.  In  1899  he  came  to 
Barron  County  and  located  on  160  acres  of  land  in  Chetek  Township.  The 
tract  was  all  covered  with  timber.  He  built  a  log  cabin  and  started  cleaning 
up  the  land.  At  the  start  he  had  little  to  work  with  but  his  hands.  As  time 
passed  he  gradually  bought  tools  and  implements.  In  1904  he  moved  to  his 
present  farm  of  190  acres  in  section  7,  Sumner  Township.  Here  he  has  im¬ 
proved  the  place  in  good  shape,  has  fixed  up  the  buildings  and  erected  a  good 
silo.  He  carries  on  general  farming  and  stock  raising  and  makes  a  specialty 
of  Holstein  cattle  and  Poland  China  swine.  Mr.  Rasmussen’s  success  in  life 
has  been  won  by  his  industry  and  good  judgment.  His  decisions  are  respected, 
and  he  is  often  sought  for  advice.  He  and  his  family  attend  the  Norwegian 
Lutheran  Church.  Mr.  Rasmussen  was  married  in  Michigan,  Feb.  24,  1889,  to 
Annie  Jacobsen,  born  in  Denmark,  the  daughter  of  Jacob  Paulsen  and  Hasten 
Hansen.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  three  children:  Dick,  born  in 
Chicago,  July  13,  1898;  Edna,  born  in  Chetek  Township,  July  2,  1901,  and 
Ella,  born  in  Sumner  Township,-  June  20,  1905;  all  are  living  at  home.  The 
family  is  well  thought  of  in  the  community  and  the  home  is  always  cheery 
and  hospitable. 

Guatav  Dahl,  early  settler  of  Turtle  Lake  Township,  was  born  in  Norway 
and  was  there  reared.  In  1873,  when  he  was  a  young  man,  he  came  to  America 
and,  like  so  many  of  his  countrymen,  secured  employment  in  the  lumber  busi¬ 
ness  with  headquarters  at  Eau  Claire,  this  state.  To  that  city  in  1875  with 
her  parents  came  Mary  Wold,  likewise  a  native  of  Norway.  The  two  young 
people  were  there  married,  and  in  1878  came  to  Turtle  Lake  and  bought  eighty 
acres  of  railroad  land,  in  section  13.  This  was  all  covered  with  heavy  hard¬ 
wood  timber,  mostly  red  oak,  maple  and  birch.  After  clearing  a  small  space 
they  erected  a  log  cabin  and  in  this  they  lived  while  developing  the  farm.  This 
log  house  is  still  standing.  Additions  have  been  made,  but  the  old  walls  are 
still  intact,  and  give  stability  to  what  is  probably  one  of  the  most  substantial 
houses  of  its  kind  in  the  neighborhood.  The  land  was  gradually  cleared  off,  a 
full  set  of  buildings  was  erected  as  necessity  required  and  the  place  in  time 
took  on  the  appearance  of  a  modern  and  successful  farm.  After  a  long  life 
filled  with  hard  work,  they  sold  out  in  1906  and  purchased  25  acres  on  the 
edge  of  Rice  Lake.  A  year  later  they  sold  this  and  moved  to  the  city  of  Riee 
Lake,  where  ha  died  in  1917  and  where  she  is  still  living.  In  the  family  there 
were  ten  children,  of  whom  there  are  living  six:  Gilbert,  Lena,  Mary,  Ida, 
Gena  and  Bessie. 

Gilbert  M.  Dahl,  a  prosperous  farmer,  operating  the  Brill  Valley  Stock 
Farm,  consisting  of  40  acres,  in  section  24,  Oak  Grove  Township,  on  the  out¬ 
skirts  of  Brill  Village,  is  an  excellent  representation  of  the  progressive 
farmers  of  this  part  of  Barron  County  who,  with  faith  in  their  hearts  and 
willingness  to  work  hard  and  undergo  privations,  settled  on  wild  tracts  of 
land  and,  by  their  diligent,  intelligent  and  arduous  labor,  brought  about  the 
present-day  development  and  prosperity.  He  came  to  this  township  in  1913 
and  purchased  his  present  tract  of  land.  It  was  then  wild  land  covered  with 
heavy  pine  stumps  intergrown  with  thick  brush.  He  cleared  a  small  tract  and 
moved  up  a  small  house  from  Rice  Lake.  Since  then  he  has  erected  a  complete 
set  of  buildings  and  continued  to  clear  and  develop  it,  leaving  a  part  of  it, 
however,  still  in  wild  pasture.  He  carries  on  general  farming,  has  a  good 
dairy  herd  of  Guernsey  cattle  headed  by  a  full  blooded  sire,  and  raises  a  good 
yield  of  potatoes  each  year.  Gilbert  M.  Dahl  was  born  in  Turtle  Lake  Town¬ 
ship,  July  28,  1880,  son  of  Gustav  and  Mary  (Wold)  Dahl,  the  pioneers.  He 
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was  reared  amid  pioneer  conditions  in  his  native  town,  attended  school  there 
and  learned  farming  from  his  father.  He  remained  at  home  for  many  years. 
In  1907  he  purchased  a  tract  of  60  acres  in  Rice  Lake  Township,  successfully 
farmed  there  for  seven  years  and  then  came  to  his  present  place.  He  is  well 
liked  in  the  community,  and  is  popular  in  the  Modern  Woodmen.  He  and  his 
family  attend  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church.  Mr.  Dahl  was  married  May 
16,  1905,  to  Ellen  Finstad  of  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  who  was  born  in  Norway, 
Nov.  7,  1880,  and  came  to  this  country  when  she  was  about  twenty  years  of 
age.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dahl  have  seven  children:  Helma,  Gustav,  Edwin,  Gunder, 
Elizabeth,  Adolph  and  Emma. 

Borre  Larson  was  a  highly  respected  citizen  of  Section  13,  Stanley  Town¬ 
ship,  for  many  years,  and  is  held  in  honored  memory  as  one  of  the  early  set¬ 
tlers.  He  was  born  in  Norway  in  1833  and  there  married  Johana  Bakke.  Four 
children,  Christ,  Louis,  Anna  and  Ole,  were  born.  They  set  out  for  the  United 
States  with  these  four  children  in  1866,  and  located  in  Vernon  County,  this 
state.  From  there  they  came  to  Barron  County,  and  located  on  160  acres  of 
wild  land  in  Section  13,  Stanley  Township.  They  built  a  log  cabin,  and  started 
to  make  a  home  for  themselves  in  the  wilderness.  At  first  they  had  little  with 
which  to  do  the  farm  and  household  work.  It  was  some  time  before  they 
could  afford  a  cow  and  a  yoke  of  oxen.  Provisions  had  to  be  brought  in  from 
far-away  stores  on  the  father’s  back.  To  him  and  his  wife  another  child  was 
born,  Sophia.  After  a  long  and  useful  life,  Mr.  Larson  died,  Nov.  23,  1908. 
His  wife  survived  him  some  years,  passing  away  Jan.  29,  1913.  They  were 
loyal  adherents  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Christ  Sather,  now  deceased,  was  a  solid  and  substantial  farmer  of  Sec¬ 
tion  13,  Stanley  Township.  He  was  a  good  husband,  a  kind  father,  a  loyal 
citizen  and  a  faithful  friend,  and  his  loss  will  long  be  mourned.  He  was  a 
hard  working  man  of  good  judgment,  he  took  pride  in  his  farm,  his  home  and 
his  family,  and  he  was  interested  in  education  and  religion,  serving  with 
credit  as  an  officer  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church  at  Pokegema,  and  as 
a  member  of  the  school  board  of  his  district.  He  was  born  in  Norway,  Nov. 
22,  1863,  the  son  of  Ole  Sather.  He  was  reared  in  Norway,  and  there  grew  to 
adult  years.  In  1884  he  came  to  the  United  States  and  found  his  way  to  Stan¬ 
ley  Township.  After  his  marriage  he  moved  onto  the  home  place  of  his  wife's 
parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Borre  Larson.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sather  started  with  a  will 
to  build  up  the  place.  They  replaced  the  log  cabin  with  a  good  set  of  build¬ 
ings,  they  improved  the  place  generally,  and  successfully  carried  on  general 
farming.  He  was  respected  and  honored  by  his  neighbors,  and  was  numbered 
among  the  leaders  in  his  community.  He  died  Dec.  20,  1904.  Mr.  Sather  was 
married  March  31,  1888,  to  Sophia  Larson,  who  was  born  in  Vernon  County, 
this  state,  Sept.  8,  1867,  daughter  of  Borre  and  Johana  (Bakke>  Larson.  This 
union  has  been  blessed  with  three  children,  Julia,  Olga  and  Oddie.  Julia  is 
the  wife  of  Geo.  Wetzel,  of  Stanley  Township.  Olga  died  Nov.  23,  1898.  Oddie 
resides  at  home.  After  her  husband’s  death,  Mrs.  Sather  continued  to  op¬ 
erate  the  farm  until  1913.  She  then  retired  and  bought  a  pleasant  home  in 
Canton,  where  she  has  since  resided. 

Walter  L.  Karker,  head  buttermaker  at  the  Brill  Creamery  Co.,  ranks  among 
the  best  buttermakers  of  the  state,  and  his  skill  is  shown  by  the  medals  he 
has  won  for  excellence.  Oct.  11,  1917,  at  the  National  Creamery  Buttermak¬ 
ers’  Association  convention  held  at  Milwaukee,  he  was  awarded  a  diploma  for 
excellence,  with  a  score  of  93.50.  At  the  Wisconsin  State  Fair  held  at  Mil¬ 
waukee  in  1918  he  received  a  premium  for  excellence  with  a  score  of  94.25. 
At  the  National  Dairy  Show  held  at  Chicago  in  the  fall  of  1920,  he  received 
a  medal  for  excellence,  his  score  being  94.  He  is  also  the  holder  of  numerous 
other  awards  and  premiums,  certifying  to  his  ability  and  skill,  as  well  as  his 
judgment  and  experience.  His  standing  as  a  man  and  a  citizen  is  likewise 
excellent,  and  he  is  regarded  as  one  of  Brill’s  useful  citizens.  He  was  born 
in  Chippewa  County,  this  state,  Aug.  27,  1893,  son  of  Charles  and  Mary  (Tang- 
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ler)  Karker,  who  are  still  residents  of  that  county.  He  received  his  pre¬ 
liminary  education  in  the  schools  of  his  native  county  and  early  became  in¬ 
terested  in  dairying.  In  1914  he  entered  the  agricultural  department  of  the 
University  of  Wisconsin,  and  took  the  two-year  dairy  course.  Thus  prepared, 
he  perfected  his  training  by  working  a  while  in  the  Jim  Falls  Creamery,  Jim 
Falls,  Wis.  He  came  to  Brill  to  take  his  present  position  in  1916,  and  here 
he  has  fully  demonstrated  his  fitness  for  the  position.  Fraternally,  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Catholic  Order  of  Foresters.  Mr.  Karker  was  married  Nov. 
29,  1916,  to  Viola  Frank,  of  Brill,  born  March  27,  1897,  the  daughter  of  John 
Frank.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Karker  have  two  children,  Lucille  and  Bernard  Lewis. 
Lucille  was  born  June  27,  1917,  and  Bernard  Lewis,  June  18,  1920.  The  fam¬ 
ily  worships  at  Our  Lady  of  Lords  Church  at  Dobie,  Wis. 

James  McGlade,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Oak  Grove  Township,  was 
born  in  the  province  of  Ontario,  Canada,  June  29,  1846,  and  was  there  reared 
and  educated.  He  came  to  the  States  in  1876,  and  located  on  160  acres  of  home¬ 
stead  land  in  Section  12,  Oak  Grove  Township,  this  county.  Here  he  experi¬ 
enced  all  the  hardships  of  pioneer  life.  The  country  was  wild,  there  were 
very  few  settlers,  logging  camps  were  about  the  only  activity,  and  there  was 
much  doubt  expressed  as  to  whether  the  county  would  ever  be  anything  but  a 
dreary  waste  of  stump  land  after  the  wood  was  cut  off.  But  Mr.  McGlade 
was  one  of  those  who  believed  that  it  would  develop  into  a  rich  farming  com¬ 
munity.  So  he  set  to  work  with  a  will  to  make  a  good  farm  of  his  own.  He 
carried  provisions  on  his  back  from  the  nearest  settlement,  cleared,  grubbed 
and  broke  the  land,  and  erected  a  log  house,  which  is  still  standing,  and  with 
this  beginning  gradually  developed  the  present  place.  In  addition  to  this  farm, 
he  also  owns  another  of  40  acres,  some  eighty  rods  from  the  village.  In  1903 
he  moved  to  Brill,  purchased  four  lots,  and  erected  a  house.  At  the  same  time 
he  established  a  livery  stable  and  feed  barn.  Brill  was  then  only  a  cross 
road.  The  railroad  had  been  built  through  two  years,  and  the  first  store  estab¬ 
lished  only  the  year  before.  Mr.  McGlade  has  therefore  seen  the  village  grow 
from  nothing  to  its  present  proportions.  He  became  a  prominent  man  in  the 
community,  serving  on  the  township  board  and  on  the  school  board.  He  still 
lives  in  the  village  and  still  operates  the  farm.  Fraternally,  he  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Catholic  Knights  for  some  35  years.  He  and  his  family  at¬ 
tend  the  Our  Lady  of  Lords  Church  at  Dobie,  Wis.  Mr.  McGlade  was  mar¬ 
ried  April  24,  1870,  to  Catherine  Kennedy,  who  was  born  in  Ontario,  Canada, 
July  19,  1844.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  eight  children:  Albert  J., 
Rosella,  Catherine  E.,  Patrick  John,  Peter  Joseph,  Margaret  A.,  Bridget  Ma¬ 
tilda  and  Michael  George.  Albert  J.  was  born  in  Canada,  May  24,  1871,  and 
lives  at  Solon  Springs,  Wis.  Rosella  was  born  Oct.  19,  1873,  and  is  the  wife 
of  Andrew  Parks,  of  Brill.  Catherine  E.  was  born  in  Canada,  Oct.  22,  1875, 
and  is  now  Mrs.  William  Donaldson,  of  Minneapolis.  Patrick  John  was  born 
in  Oak  Grove,  April  27,  1878,  and  now  lives  in  Swatara,  Minn.  Peter  Joseph 
was  born  Jan.  14,  1880,  and  is  at  home.  Margaret  A.  was  born  Sept.  2,  1883, 
and  is  the  wife  of  Fred  E.  Keesey,  of  Brill.  Bridget  Matilda  is  dead.  Michael 
George,  born  Aug.  16,  1888,  is  residing  at  home. 

Otto  Boortz,  an  energetic  farmer  who  is  operating  the  family  homestead, 
Section  29,  Sumner  Township,  in  partnership  with  his  brother,  Paul  H.,  was 
born  in  a  log  house  on  the  place  where  he  now  resides,  June  2,  1888,  the  son 
of  Herman  and  Otilia  (Kruger)  Boortz,  the  pioneers.  He  was  reared  to  farm 
pursuits  by  his  parents  and  attended  the  district  school  in  the  neighborhood. 
For  some  years  he  was  employed  by  the  “Soo”  railroad,  and  for  a  time  he 
worked  in  the  shipyards  at  Superior,  Wis.  The  home  farm  which  he  assists  in 
operating  consists  of  eighty  acres  of  good  land  in  Section  29,  and  with  his 
brother  he  also  owns  an  additional  eighty  in  Section  30.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  is  one  of  the  popular  young  men  of  the  township,  and  takes  his  part 
in  everything  that  he  believes  to  be  for  the  best  interests  of  the  community  at 
large.  He  is  a  lover  of  out-of-door  life,  and  is  especially  interested  in  all 


Digitized  by  G00glc 


724 


HISTORY  OF  BARRON  COUNTY 


kinds  of  sports,  especially  baseball.  He  thoroughly  understands  farming,  he 
is  a  hard  worker,  and  is  proud  of  the  development  of  this  part  of  the  county, 
which  his  parents  and  other  relatives  assisted  in  settling  so  many  years  ago. 
The  brothers  carry  on  general  farming  on  a  successful  scale,  and  raise  Guern¬ 
sey  cattle,  Duroc  swine  and  Percheron  horses.  Both  are  stockholders  in  the 
Farmers’  Co-operative  Shipping  Association  at  Canton.  During  the  War,  when 
his  brother  was  at  the  front,  Otto  shouldered  the  extra  responsibilities,  and 
did  his  share  as  a  good  citizen  for  the  cause  in  which  his  brother  was  en¬ 
listed. 

Paul  H.  Boortz,  an  active  young  farmer  of  Section  29,  Sumner  Township, 
is  enrolled  on  the  scrolls  of  honor  of  his  country,  having  served  six  months 
with  the  American  Expeditionary'  Force  in  France.  He  was  born  in  a  log 
cabin  on  his  present  place,  Nov.  10,  1889,  the  son  of  Herman  and  Otilia  (Kru¬ 
ger)  Boortz,  the  pioneers.  He  attended  the  district  schools,  learned  farming 
from  his  father,  and  was  still  a  young  boy  when  he  began  working  out  for 
neighbors.  He  has  devoted  his  whole  life,  with  the  exception  of  his  war  serv¬ 
ice,  to  farm  pursuits.  In  company  with  his  brother,  Otto,  he  operates  the  old 
homestead  of  80  acres  in  Section  29,  Sumner  Township,  and  in  addition  to  this, 
the  two  own  another  eighty  in  Section  30.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a 
leader  among  the  young  people  of  the  neighborhood,  and  is  well  liked  by  all 
who  know  him.  He  takes  pride  in  the  appearance  of  the  farm,  which  has  been 
in  the  family  so  many  years,  and  he  has  watched  with  interest  the  growth  of 
the  county  since  his  early  boyhood.  He  is  a  good  farmer,  believes  in  follow¬ 
ing  the  latest  methods,  and  is  just  getting  a  good  start  in  life.  He  takes  his 
part  in  public  affairs,  and,  like  his  brother,  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers’ 
Co-operative  Shipping  Association  at  Canton.  He  was  inducted  into  the  United 
States  service  April  2,  1918,  and  was  sent  for  training  to  Fort  Warden,  Wash¬ 
ington.  He  was  equipped  for  overseas  duty  at  Camp  Mills,  New  York,  and 
sailed  for  France,  Aug.  19,  1918,  arriving  in  that  country  on  Sept.  1,  1918.  He 
was  there  six  months  with  Battery  B,  69th  Regiment  Field  Artillery.  He 
sailed  for  the  States  Feb.  4,  1919,  and  was  discharged  at  Camp  Grant,  March 
8,  1919,  after  which  he  returned  home. 

Ole  Kinn,  retired  farmer  who  has  land  interests  in  Brill  Village  and  Oak 
Grove  Township,  was  born  in  Norway,  April  18,  1861,  son  of  Peter  and  Gunild 
(Olson)  Kinn,  natives  of  Norway,  both  now  deceased.  He  was  reared  in  his 
native  land  and  learned  farming  from  his  father.  In  1881  he  came  to  Amer¬ 
ica  and  for  two  years  was  employed  at  Minneapolis.  Then  he  started  work 
for  the  Northwestern  Lumber  Co.,  and  with  headquarters  at  Eau  Claire,  Wis., 
worked  as  a  teamster  and  in  the  sawmills.  In  1886  he  went  back  to  Minne¬ 
apolis.  He  came  to  Barron  County  in  1896,  and  bought  40  acres  in  Section  4, 
Oak  Grove  Township.  He  cleared  this  entire  tract  and  erected  a  set  of  build¬ 
ings.  Later  he  traded  this  for  160  acres  over  the  line  in  Frog  Creek  Town¬ 
ship,  Washburn  County.  He  made  general  improvements  to  the  buildings  and 
cleared  about  twenty  more  acres  of  the  land.  Then  he  sold  out.  In  1918  he 
purchased  ten  acres  in  Brill  Village,  erected  a  sightly  and  comfortable  bunga¬ 
low  and  now  makes  his  home  there.  At  about  the  same  time  he  purchased 
80  acres  in  Section  24,  Oak  Grove  Township,  to  the  clearing  and  developing 
of  which  he  is  now  devoting  his  spare  time.  In  1920  he  erected  a  house  and 
barn  on  it.  The  place  is  now  conducted  by  his  son,  Norman.  He  and  his  fam¬ 
ily  attend  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church.  Mr.  Kinn  was  married  Nov.  24, 
1885,  to  Josephine  Berg,  the  daughter  of  George  and  Hilda  (Peterson)  Berg, 
natives  of  Norway,  both  now  deceased.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  six 
children:  Julia,  who  was  born  Dec.  29,  1886,  now  the  wife  of  Harry  Olson; 
Petra  G.,  born  Jan.  14,  1888,  who  married  E.  W.  Scheel,  and  died  April  12, 
1919;  Sophia  A.,  born  Jan.  6,  1890;  Josephine,  born  Dec.  17,  1892;  August  L., 
born  Aug.  9,  1896;  and  Norman,  born  Sept.  12,  1900. 

W.  F.  Searle,  who  is  successfully  conducting  40  acres  in  the  Village  of 
Brill,  after  having  owned  and  operated  numerous  farms  in  Wisconsin  and 
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South  Dakota,  is  well  known  here  and  pleasantly  remembered  in  all  the  places 
where  he  has  resided.  He  was  born  near  Lands  End,  Cornwall,  England,  Feb. 
16,  1856,  son  of  William  and  Ann  (Pollard)  Searle.  The  father,  who  was  a 
veterinary  surgeon,  brought  his  family  to  America  in  1859,  and  located  near 
Rockford,  Ill.  From  there  he  came  to  a  farm  near  Cambria,  Columbia  County, 
Wis.,  and  from  there  to  a  farm  near  Mauston,  Juneau  County,  Wis.  During 
the  Civil  War  he  served  about  fifteen  months  in  the  9th  Wis.  Battery,  and 
was  discharged  by  reason  of  eye  trouble  contracted  in  crossing  the  sand  plains. 
After  that  he  returned  to  Mauston.  From  there  he  went  to  Baraboo,  Sauk 
County,  in  this  state.  A  few  years  later  his  pension  enabled  him  to  purchase 
a  farm  near  Reedsburg,  in  Juneau  County,  and  there  he  and  his  wife  lived  the 
remainder  of  their  lives.  He  was  born  June  7,  1809,  and  died  Dec.  3,  1891. 
She  was  born  Aug.  6,  1812,  and  died  March  26,  1874.  W.  F.  Searle  received 
his  education  in  the  rural  schools  and  early  took  up  farming.  As  a  youth  he 
also  learned  the  blacksmith  trade.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  rented  a  farm 
in  Baraboo  Township,  Sauk  County,  for  a  year.  Then  he  worked  as  a  black¬ 
smith  at  Lyons,  in  Sauk  County,  this  state,  for  a  year.  After  a  short  time,  in 
which  he  was  variously  employed,  he  took  over  the  management  of  his  father’s 
farm  at  Excelsior,  Sauk  County,  this  state,  in  1879,  for  eight  years.  In  1887 
for  a  year  he  operated  a  farm  near  North  Freedom,  in  Sauk  County,  this  state. 
Then  for  three  years  he  farmed  once  more  in  Baraboo  Township.  Then  he 
returned  to  his  father’s  farm  for  four  years,  then  moved  onto  an  adjoining 
farm  for  three  years,  and  then  onto  another  neighboring  farm  for  three  years 
more.  Then  for  five  years  he  operated  a  farm  on  Webster’s  Prairie,  Delton 
Township,  Sauk  County.  Jan.  26,  1899,  he  started  to  drive  overland  to  South 
Dakota,  reaching  his  destination  Feb.  11.  For  seven  years  he  rented  farms  in 
Brookings  County,  in  that  state,  one  farm  for  one  year,  another  for  three 
years,  and  still  another  for  three  years.  Then  he  came  back  to  this  state,  and 
collected  cream  at  Baraboo  for  three  years.  He  once  more  returned  to  Brook¬ 
ings  County  in  1909  and  farmed  for  two  years.  In  1911  he  came  to  Barron 
County  and  rented  a  farm  in  Dallas  Township.  He  came  to  Brill  in  1913  and 
bought  his  present  farm  of  40  acres.  The  tract  was  then  a  desolate  stretch  of 
stumps  and  brush  and  rocks,  little  resembling  the  present  highly  developed 
farm.  He  cleared  up  the  property,  fenced  it,  erected  a  good  house,  barn  and 
other  buildings,  and  purchased  suitable  tools,  implements  and  machinery. 
He  has  a  good  herd  of  Jersey  cattle,  and  specializes  in  dairying  and  potato 
raising.  After  a  life  filled  with  hard  work  he  is  now  on  the  road  to  a  well-de¬ 
served  success.  Mr.  Searle  was  married  Feb.  24,  1876,  in  Baraboo  Township, 
Sauk  County,  Wis.,  to  Lettie  Graves,  who  was  born  in  that  county,  Aug.  12, 
1855,  daughter  of  Willet  J.  and  Rebecca  Ann  (Murphy)  Graves,  prominent  resi¬ 
dents  of  Delton  Township,  Sauk  County,  where  they  farmed  for  many  years, 
the  father,  who  was  born  June  5,  1816,  dying  May  15,  1884,  and  the  mother, 
who  was  born  June  20,  1833,  dying  July  9,  1913.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Searle  have  had 
eight  children:  Luella  Maude,  L.  May,  Eva  Belle,  Edith  Frances,  Sarah, 
George  H.,  Frank  V.  and  Inez  A.  Luella  Maude  was  born  Nov.  19,  1876,  and  is 
the  wife  of  James  BrOwn,  of  South  Dakota.  L.  May  was  born  Sept.  6,  1878, 
and  died  in  August,  1913.  Eva  Belle  was  born  Sept.  20,  1880,  and  died  June 
12,  1891.  Edith  Frances  was  born  July  1,  1886,  and  is  the  wife  of  Wallace 
Miner,  of  Stanfold  Township,  this  county.  Sarah  was  born  Aug.  15,  1888,  and 
is  the  wife  of  Fred  Wright,  of  South  Dakota.  George  H.  was  born  March  18, 
1892,  and  is  connected  with  the  produce  business  in  Brill.  Frank  V.  was  born 
Sept.  26,  1894,  and  is  a  potato  buyer  at  Brill.  Inez  A.  was  born  Jan.  21,  1896, 
and  died  Sept.  12,  1896.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Harvey  Lowell,  who  experienced  pioneer  life  in  Illinois  and  Michigan,  and 
in  Sauk,  La  Crosse  and  Barron  counties,  in  this  state,  was  born  in  New  York 
State,  of  an  old  American  family.  He  came  to  Illinois  as  a  young  man  and  there 
married  Sarah  Brandon,  who  was  born  in  that  state,  descended,  like  himself, 
from  a  long  list  of  sturdy  American  ancestry.  In  the  forties  he  moved  to  a 
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farm  in  Jackson  County,  Michigan,  from  where,  in  the  fifties,  he  came  to 
Baraboo,  in  Sauk  County,  this  state.  His  next  location  was  in  La  Crosse 
County,  this  state.  Then  in  the  late  seventies,  he  and  his  wife  came  to  Sum¬ 
ner  Township,  this  county,  and  here  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  They 
were  most  worthy  and  God-fearing  people,  whose  chief  thought,  next  to  their 
duty  to  their  Creator  and  their  fellowmen,  was  the  welfare  of  their  children. 
Four  of  the  sons,  Eugene  Silas,  Charles  William,  Nelson  and  Albert  Lowell, 
were  Civil  War  veterans  and  became  prominent  and  influential  men  in  Barron 
County,  and  several  representatives  of  the  family  make  the  county  their  perma¬ 
nent  home.  Harvey  Lowell  died  Jan.  7,  1896,  at  the  age  of  about  84  years. 
His  wife  died  in  October,  1908,  at  about  the  sam  age. 

Charles  William  Lowell,  a  solid  and  substantial  citizen  of  Sumner  Town¬ 
ship,  is  one  of  the  earliest  pioneers,  still  living  in  the  county.  He  has  developed 
several  good  farms,  and  has  had  his  part  in  the  wonderful  growth  and  progress 
of  this  part  of  the  state.  He  has  been  acquainted  with  the  men  who  have 
made  the  county,  and  has  borne  an  enviable  reputation  during  all  the  46  years 
that  he  has  lived  here.  His  influence  has  always  been  felt  in  the  right  direc¬ 
tion.  In  temperament  he  is  kindly  and  genial,  he  has  been  a  hard  worker, 
and  he  has  always  been  ready  to  lend  a  hand  whenever  help  and  encourage¬ 
ment  have  been  needed.  He  was  born  in  Baraboo,  Sauk  County,  this  state, 
Dec.  4,  1866,  the  spn  of  Harvey  and  Sarah  (Brandon)  Lowell,  the  pioneers. 
He  came  to  La  Crosse  County  with  his  parents,  and  in  1876  came  to  Barron 
County,  and  secured  80  acres  of  wild  land.  He  erected  a  log  building,  and 
started  farming  with  a  yoke  of  oxen  and  a  cow.  In  1880  he  bought  a  place 
in  Section  22,  Sumner  Township.  Of  this  tract,  ten  acres  had  been  broken, 
and  a  log  building  had  been  erected.  A  few  years  later  he  moved  to  Canton 
Village  and  erected  a  house  there.  In  1901  he  bought  40  acres  in  Section  7, 
north  of  Canton,  and  to  this  he  added  60  acres  in  Section  18,  Sumner  Town¬ 
ship.  There  he  remained  about  20  years,  building  up  a  good  place.  In  1912 
he  bought  eighty  acres  of  partly  improved  land  in  Section  1,  Stanley  Town¬ 
ship,  only  a  few  miles  from  Rice  Lake.  A  year  later  he  bought  a  tract  of  40 
acres  in  Section  21,  Sumner  Township.  Buildings  had  been  erected,  and  some 
14  acres  broken.  This  property  he  sold  in  the  fall  of  1920.  Mr.  Lowell  is  a 
stockholder  in  the  Farmers’  Co-operative  Store  of  Canton  and  in  the  State 
Bank  of  Canton. 

Arnt  Olson,  merchant,  restaurant  man  and  secretary  of  the  Brill  Cream¬ 
ery  Co.,  was  born  in  Norway,  Oct.  22,  1884,  son  of  Hans  and  Caroline  (Hagen) 
Olson.  The  parents  were  also  natives  of  Norway,  who  came  to  America  in 
1886,  located  in  Eau  Claire,  Wis.,  remained  there  until  1901,  moved  to  a  farm 
in  Washburn  County,  this  state,  and  in  1903  moved  over  the  line  to  a  farm  in 
Oak  Grove  Township,  this  county.  There  the  mother  died,  Aug.  11,  1913, 
and  the  father  then  moved  to  Brill,  where  he  died,  Jan.  16,  1919.  Arnt  was 
educated  in  the  schools  of  Eau  Claire  and  graduated  from  the  high  school 
there  in  the  class  of  1902.  Then  he  went  to  Washburn  County  and  taught 
school  in  the  Long  Lake  districts  for  four  years.  In  1907  he  came  to  Brill 
and  entered  the  employ  of  George  N.  Keesey  in  his  general  mercantile  com¬ 
pany.  In  this  employment  he  learned  the  mercantile  business  thoroughly.  In 
1919  he  opened  a  place  of  his  own,  just  north  of  Mr.  Keesey’s.  Here  he  car¬ 
ries  a  general  line  of  groceries,  tobacco  and  candy,  and  sells  ice  cream  and 
soft  drinks.  He  and  his  sister  conduct  in  connection  a  first-class  restaurant 
where  they  give  most  excellent  service.  The  viands  are  of  the  best  and  well 
prepared,  Miss  Olson  being  a  most  capable  woman  in  the  kitchen  and  in  the 
dining  room.  Mr.  Olson  is  an  officer  of  the  local  lodge  of  Yeomen.  He  is  do¬ 
ing  good  work  as  secretary  of  the  Brill  Creamery  Co.,  in  which  he  is  a  stock¬ 
holder.  He  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Rice  Lake  Northeastern  Telephone  Co. 
Mr.  Olson  was  married  Nov.  11,  1913,  to  Rebecca  Monroe,  who  was  born  in 
Brill,  Jan.  29,  1890,  daughter  of  Duncan  and  Ellen  (Ahern)  Monroe.  This 
union  has  been  blessed  with  five  children:  Thelma  Caroline,  Alice  E.,  Robert 
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H.,  Dorothy  Joyce  and  Ruth  Ellen.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church. 

Fred  E.  Keesey,  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Brill,  where  he  is  asso¬ 
ciated  with  his  brother  in  the  mercantile  business  and  other  enterprises,  is 
one  of  the  best  known  men  in  this  vicinity.  For  nearly  twenty  years  he  and 
his  brother  have  worked  together  for  the  same  purpose,  and  the  result  is  a 
business  which  is  as  strong  and  safe  as  any  in  Barron  County.  He  knows  the 
territory  and  the  people  with  whom  he  has  to  deal,  he  is  a  good  student  of  the 
market  and  is  therefore  a  good  buyer  and  a  good  seller,  and  his  dealings  have 
won  for  him  the  confidence  of  the  entire  community  in  his  integrity  and 
probity.  In  addition  to  his  business  qualifications,  and  his  character  as  a  citi¬ 
zen,  he  has  the  prestige  of  having  served  in  the  Philippine  campaign  during 
the  Spam'sh-American  War.  Fred  E.  Keesey  was  born  in  Eau  Claire,  Wis., 
Feb.  3,  1877,  son  of  Albert  and  Laura  (Tuff)  Keesey.  He  received  his  early 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town,  and  then  took  a  thorough 
course  in  commercial  law  at  the  old  Eau  Claire  Business  College.  For  sev¬ 
eral  years  as  a  young  man  he  engaged  in  lumbering,  logging  and  farming,  all 
in  this  state,  with  the  exception  of  a  year  that  he  spent  lumbering  in  Idaho. 
In  1898  he  enlisted  in  Co.  M,  39th  U.  S.  V.,  and  served  two  years  in  the  Philip¬ 
pines.  He  saw  active  duty,  participated  in  the  fierce  conflicts  of  Calamba, 
Leipa  and  San  Mateo,  and  many  other  minor  battles  and  skirmishes,  and  es¬ 
caped  without  a  wound.  Upon  his  discharge  he  returned  to  Eau  Claire,  and 
from  there  went  to  New  Auburn,  where  he  was  in  the  warehouse  and  mercan¬ 
tile  business  with  his  brother,  and  also  farmed  for  a  while.  He  joined  his 
brother  in  Brill  in  July,  1902.  From  1909  to  1911  he  was  town  treasurer.  He 
has  also  been  notary  public  and  a  justice  of  the  peace.  He  is  a  Blue  Lodge, 
Chapter  and  Commandery  Mason  and  also  a  Shriner.  Mr.  Keesey  was  mar¬ 
ried  March  4,  1906,  to  Margaret  McGlade,  who  was  born  in  Section  12,  Oak 
Grove  Township,  Barron  County,  Sept.  2,  1883,  the  daughter  of  James  and 
Catherine  (Kennedy)  McGlade.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  three  chil¬ 
dren:  Mae  C.,  born  July  15,  1907;  Marcus  J.,  born  April  18,  1909;  and  Laura 
Belle,  born  May  4,  1913. 

John  J.  Quinn,  an  industrious  farmer  of  Section  17,  Doyle  Township,  was 
born  near  Manitowoc,  Manitowoc  County,  Wis.,  Nov.  16,  1868,  the  son  of 
Joseph  and  Johanna  (Dowd)  Quinn,  natives  of  Ireland,  who  came  to  America 
in  the  forties,  and  located  in  Manitowoc,  Wis.,  both  being  now  deceased.  He 
received  a  common  school  education  and  learned  farming  from  his  father.  As 
a  youth  he  was  employed  by  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  for  a  few  years,  working  in 
the  lumber  woods  winters  and  in  mills  in  the  summers.  In  1892  he  bought 
his  present  place  of  60  acres  in  Section  17,  Doyle  Township,  which  was  then 
cut-over  timber  land.  He  at  once  put  up  a  log  house  and  barn  and  commenced 
clearing  the  land.  For  some  fifteen  years  his  father  and  mother  lived  with 
him  and  he  then  brought  his  bride  here.  In  the  nearly  thirty  years  that  he 
has  lived  here,  he  has  built  up  a  good  farm.  The  comfortable  home  was  erected 
in  1910  and  the  barn  in  1917,  and  other  buildings  and  sheds  have  been  put  up 
as  necessity  has  required.  The  farm  is  well  equipped  and  well  stocked,  and 
is  excellently  adapted  to  the  general  farming  and  dairying  operations  which 
Mr.  Quinn  conducts.  He  sells  his  cream  to  the  establishment  at  Campia,  in 
which  he  is  a  stockholder.  Fraternally,  he  is  active  in  the  Catholic  Order  of 
Foresters.  He  is  interested  in  everything  that  pertains  to  the  good  of  the 
community  and  is  faithfully  doing  his  duty  in  life  in  every  particular.  He 
has  been  school  clerk  for  many  years  and  is  vice-president  of  the  Campia  But¬ 
ter  &  Cheese  Co.  Mr.  Quinn  was  married  April  17,  1907,  at  Dobie,  in  this 
county,  to  Mary  Kearney,  born  at  Oak  Grove  Township  on  March  1,  1881,  the 
daughter  of  Martin  and  Ellen  (Kennedy)  Kearney,  natives  of  Ireland,  and 
now  prominent  farmers  of  Oak  Grove  Township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Quinn  have 
six  children:  Martin  J.  was  born  March  31,  1908;  Alice  M.  was  born  July  20, 
1910;  Robert  S.  was  born  July  17,  1913;  Eleanor  was  born  July  4,  1914; 
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Dominick  was  born  Dec.  30,  1917;  and  Martha,  born  Feb.  12,  1919.  The 
family  faith  is  that  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

Robert  J.  Loew,  a  substantial  farmer  of  Section  11,  Doyle  Township,  was 
born  in  Washington  County,  this  state,  April  4,  1871,  the  son  of  John  and 
Mary  (Schwamb)  Loew,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Washington  County, 
Town  of  Richfield,  and  the  latter  in  Germany.  The  father  died  in  1878  on  the 
farm  in  Washington  County,  and  the  mother  now  lives  at  Colgate,  Wis.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  attended  the  district  schools,  learned  farming  from  his 
father,  and  remained  at  home  for  some  time  after  attaining  adult  years.  For 
a  while  he  worked  on  neighboring  farms,  in  the  logging  woods,  and  on  rail¬ 
road  construction  work.  He  started  farming  on  a  place  of  his  own  which,  in 
1906,  he  traded  for  city  property  in  Hartford,  in  the  same  county.  This  he 
traded  for  80  acres  in  McMillan  Township,  Marathon  County,  Wis.  There  he 
farmed  for  many  years  and  became  a  well  known  and  respected  citizen.  In 
1917  he  traded  for  eighty  acres  in  Stratford,  Marathon  County,  Wis.  Two 
years  later,  in  1919,  he  sold  out,  and  for  a  year  worked  as  a  stone  mason,  at 
Barron,  in  this  county.  In  this  employment  he  was  impressed  with  the  many 
advantages  of  Barron  County  as  a  farming  and  dairying  region,  so  in  1919 
he  bought  80  acres  in  Section  11,  Doyle  Township.  This  land  was  but  partly 
improved.  He  is  now  devoting  his  attention  to  developing  it  into  a  first-class 
place.  He  has  already  put  an  addition  on  the  house  and  erected  a  silo.  He 
successfully  carries  on  general  farming  operations,  has  a  good  herd  of  cat¬ 
tle,  and  a  suitable  drove  of  Poland-China  swine.  His  experience  in  various 
places  is  standing  him  in  good  stead  here,  and  he  has  already  got  a  good  start 
in  life.  In  1921  he  took  his  only  son  into  business  with  him  and  is  thus  run¬ 
ning  the  place  as  Loew  &  Son.  Mr.  Loew  was  married  April  7,  1898,  at  Ken- 
nan,  in  Price  County,  this  state,  to  Ella  Soldner,  born  in  Boone,  Iowa,  on  June 
27,  1878,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Amelia  Soldner,  now  living  at  Rice  Lake. 
The  father,  who  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  was  born  in  New  York  State. 
The  mother  was  born  in  Australia.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Loew  have  three  children : 
Irene  H.,  born  April  7,  1901;  Loretta  M.,  born  May  11,  1904,  and  Austin  J., 
born  Aug.  31,  1906.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church. 

James  .G.  Hathaway,  pioneer,  is  one  of  the  honored  and  substantial  men 
of  Doyle  Township,  to  which  he  was  brought  as  a  youth  so  many  years  ago. 
A  native  of  this  state,  he  has  watched  the  growth  and  progress  of  what  was 
once  a  lumber  region,  and  has  lived  to  see  the  dense  timber  lands  transformed 
into  a  fertile  garden  spot.  He  is  a  useful  and  patriotic  citizen  in  all  depart¬ 
ments  of  life.  In  public  affairs  he  has  been  town  supervisor,  town  chairman, 
member  of  the  county  board,  and  clerk  of  the  school  board.  As  a  farmer,  he 
has  followed  the  latest  approved  methods  of  soil  cultivation  and  animal  care. 
As  a  citizen  he  has  supported  every  movement  which  he  has  believed  to  be 
for  the  good  of  the  community.  He  was  born  in  Onalaska,  Wis.,  Sept.  10, 
1868,  the  son  of  James  M.  and  Elizabeth  (Gorton)  Hathaway,  natives  of  Ohio. 
The  father  drove  to  Wisconsin  in  1856,  and  lived  for  a  while  in  Black  River 
Falls,  Jackson  County,  afterward  going  to  La  Crosse  County,  and  locating 
on  120  acres  of  land  near  Onalaska,  where  he  built  up  a  good  place  and  farmed 
for  a  number  of  years.  In  1875  he  sold  out  there,  and  came  to  Barron  County, 
where  he  took  a  homestead  of  160  acres  in  Section  26,  Doyle  Township.  He 
put  up  a  log  house  and  barn,  and  cleared  up  a  part  of  the  land.  There  he 
farmed  for  many  years.  In  1891  he  sold  this  place  and  bought  40  acres  of 
wild  land  in  Section  9,  among  the  heavy  timber.  He  again  built  a  log  house 
and  started  to  clear  up  the  land.  This  made  the  third  Wisconsin  farm  which 
he  had  developed.  He  died  Aug.  19,  1914,  and  his  good  wife  passed  away 
Oct.  25,  1909.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  a  common  school  educa¬ 
tion,  came  to  this  county  with  his  parents,  and  farmed  with  them  for  many 
years.  In  1884  he  bought  20  acres  in  Section  9,  Doyle  Township,  and  in  1898 
he  purchased  eighty  acres  more  in  the  same  section.  This  land  was  all  wild 
and  he  cleared,  developed  and  cultivated  it.  In  1910  he  bought  his  father’s 
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farm  of  40  acres  in  Section  9.  There  he  has  erected  a  good  frame  house,  barn, 
and  other  buildings,  and  there  he  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and 
dairying.  His  cattle  are  of  good  grade,  his  herd  being  headed  by  a  full- 
blooded  Holstein  sire.  Cream  is  sold  to  the  Campia  Cheese  &  Butter  Associa¬ 
tion,  in  which  Mr.  Hathaway  is  a  stockholder.  From  early  manhood,  Mr. 
Hathaway  has  been  interested  in  public  affairs.  In  1905  he  was  first  elected 
town  supervisor  and  has  since  served  continuously  with  the  exception  of  one 
year.  For  five  of  these  years  he  was  chairman  of  the  town,  and  not  only  did 
the  town  most  excellent  service,  but  also  sat  on  the  county  board  with  dis¬ 
tinction.  For  twelve  years  he  has  been  the  painstaking  and  conscientious 
clerk  of  his  school  district.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Hathaway  is  a  member  of  the 
Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  Mr.  Hathaway  was  married  Sept.  19,  1886,  at 
Rice  Lake,  to  Magdalena  Houswirth,  who  was  born  in  Switzerland,  Sept.  9, 
1861.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hathaway  have  had  nine  children:  Ethel  L.,  Eleanor  D., 
Mabel  E.,  Martin  M.,  Albert  L.,  Ray,  Anna  E.,  D.  Freeman  and  Samuel  G. 
Ethel  L.,  born  Sept.  24,  1888,  is  the  wife  of  William  Thalke,  of  Doyle  Town¬ 
ship,  and  has  two  children,  Viola  and  James  W.  Eleanor  D.,  born  June  2, 
1890,  married  Walter  W.  Cole,  of  Billings,  Mont.,  and  has  two  children,  Julian 
and  Edna  Fay.  Mabel  E.,  born  July  22,  1892,  lives  in  Montana.  Martin  M., 
born  Nov.  19,  1893.  Albert  L.  was  bora  Oct.  28,  1895,  and  Ray,  bora  Sept. 
22,  1897.  Anna  E.,  bora  July  7;  1899,  married  Alfred  Ruel,  of  Doyle,  Wis., 
and  has  two  children,  Marjorie  and  William.  D.  Freeman  was  bora  Feb.  19, 
1901,  and  Samuel  G.,  Sept.  15,  1904. 

Ole  P.  Naess  came  to  Doyle  Township  in  1903  and  bought  80  acres  in  Sec¬ 
tion  15,  a  tract  which  was  then  covered  with  heavy  standing  hardwood  tim¬ 
ber.  He  put  up  a  frame  house,  and  a  barn,  and  suitable  sheds,  and  started 
clearing  up  the  land.  In  the  years  that  have  since  passed,  he  has  built  up  a 
good  place.  The  buildings  are  adequate,  the  land  is  well  tilled  and  well  fenced, 
and  the  equipment  and  stock  are  excellent.  Mr.  Naess  successfully  carries 
on  general  farming,  and  dairying,  and  sells  the  cream  from  his  herd  to  the 
Campia  Cheese  &  Butter  Association,  in  which  he  is  a  stockholder.  He  is  also 
a  stockholder  in  the  Consumers’  Store  at  Rice  Lake.  He  has  been  treasurer 
of  the  township  three  years.  Fraternally,  he  is  well  liked  in  the  Scandinavian 
Fraternal  Association.  Mr.  Naess  was  born  in  Norway,  Aug.  30,  1871,  son  of 
Peter  and  Male  Naess,  natives  of  that  country,  the  former  of  whom  is  dead 
and  the  latter  of  whom  is  still  living  there.  He  received  a  common  school 
education,  and  as  a  youth,  worked  with  his  father  at  the  tailor’s  trade.  He 
also  did  factory  work  and  farm  work.  In  1891,  at  the  age  of  twenty,  he  came 
to  the  United  States,  and  located  at  Frankford,  Michigan,  where  he  worked 
in  a  sawmill  for  the  summer.  That  winter  he  worked  in  the  lumber  woods 
with  headquarters  at  Menomonie,  this  state.  Then  he  went  to  Duluth,  Minn., 
and  after  working  on  the  lake  docks  for  the  Northwestern  Fuel  Co.,  for  a 
while,  entered  the  employ  of  the  Street  Car  Company.  It  was  from  there  that 
he  came  to  his  present  location.  Mr.  Naess  was  married  in  Duluth,  June  6, 
1913,  to  Lena  Orsund,  born  in  Norway  in  April,  1880,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Peter  Orsund,  both  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Naess  have  three  chil¬ 
dren:  Margaret  G.,  born  June  5,  1909;  Gunda  A.,  born  July  18,  1912;  and 
Ellen  O.,  bora  Jan.  25,  1919.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lu¬ 
theran  Church. 

Camille  Forrest,  now  deceased,  a  worthy  pioneer  of  Doyle  Township,  is 
a  splendid  example  of  the  men  of  rugged  strength  who  cast  their  lot  in  Barron 
County  in  the  seventies,  and  by  sheer  force  of  hard  work  and  untiring  energy 
built  up  homes  for  themselves  and  for  their  families.  His  name  is  held  in 
honored  remembrance  for  what  he  was  and  what  he  was  able  to  accomplish. 
He  was  bora  in  Canada,  July  18,  1839,  and  came  of  French  stock.  There  he 
grew  to  sturdy  boyhood.  In  after  life,  when  he  became  a  kindly  and  genial 
old  gentleman,  happy  in  the  love  of  his  own  grandchildren,  he  would  surround 
himself  with  their  eager  faces,  and  tell  them  tales  of  his  own  childhood  in 
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that  far  away  time.  One  story  in  particular  would  he  tell  them  of  his  trips  to 
school  in  the  cold  weather.  He  was  proud  in  the  possession  of  a  pretty  tas- 
seled  cap,  which  his  mother  had  knit  him  of  warm  wool,  and  when  he  started 
out  barefooted  to  school,  he  would  wear  his  cap  on  his  head,  until  his  youthful 
feet  became  unbearably  cold,  when  he  would  sit  down,  rub  his  numb  toes, 
and  then  bury  his  feet  in  the  warm  depth  of  his  cap,  until  circulation  was 
restored,  and  he  was  able  to  resume  his  journey.  With  such  experiences  it  is 
natural  that  he  should  have  developed  strength  and  vitality  and  endurance  to 
help  him  through  the  hardships  which  he  was  later  to  encounter  as  a  pioneer. 
As  a  young  man  he  started  out  for  the  States,  as  so  many  of  his  fellow  coun¬ 
trymen  had  done  before  him.  For  a  while  he  lived  in  Michigan.  There  he 
married.  Then  he  came  to  Barron  County,  and  on  May  17,  1874,  took  a  home¬ 
stead  in  Section  6,  Doyle  Township.  While  getting  his  cabin  built  he  lived 
with  his  brother,  who  had  already  settled  here  and  was  living  in  a  cabin  on 
Section  5.  When  the  cabin  was  done,  the  family  moved  into  it.  He  started 
clearing  the  land  and  to  get  in  the  crops.  Like  the  other  pioneers,  he  worked 
for  several  winters  in  the  woods.  Mr.  Forrest  was  a  true  settler,  and  the  story 
of  his  adventures  in  the  new  country  would  be  interesting  indeed.  The  fam¬ 
ily  had  but  little  to  do  with.  Flour  and  salt  had  to  be  brought  in  from  far 
away,  oftentimes  -on  the  back.  Things  which  the  family  needed  had  to  be 
raised  or  made  on  the  place  or  gone  without.  After  the  farm  had  been  devel¬ 
oped  a  little,  Mr.  Forrest  sold  it,  and  moved  a  mile  west  of  Section  1,  on  rail¬ 
road  land,  which  is  now  partly  included  in  the  Village  of  Campia.  There  he 
started  in  new  again.  But  he  had  a  little  more  to  do  with,  this  time,  and  as 
the  years  passed  he  developed  a  good  farm.  Here  for  some  while  he  success¬ 
fully  carried  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  He  became  one  of  the  most 
respected  men  of  the  community,  known  for  his  broad  sympathies,  his  unfail¬ 
ing  good  cheer,  and  his  gentle  tolerance  for  the  failings  of  others.  He  was 
honored  by  the  adults  and  deeply  loved  by  the  young  people.  His  death,  June 
12,  1918,  at  the  age  of  79  years,  caused  deep  and  sincere  mourning.  His  mem¬ 
ory  will  long  be  cherished,  and  his  name  will  live  in  the  county’s  history.  Mr. 
Forrest  was  married  at  Red  Jacket,  Michigan,  to  Mary  Ann  Ormond,  who  was 
born  in  that  state  on  Aug.  25,  1852,  and  died  Jan.  5,  1919.  She  was  an  esti¬ 
mable  woman  of  many  gracious  qualities.  She  unflinchingly  bore  pioneer  hard¬ 
ships,  she  was  a  faithful  helpmate,  and  an  ideal  wife,  mother,  neighbor  and 
friend.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Forrest  were  the  parents  of  thirteen  children:  Minnie, 
John,  Josephine  (died  in  infancy),  Louis  Napoleon,  Emily  (died  in  childhood), 
Anna,  William  (who  died  in  infancy),  Rosanna,  Alma,  Felix  (who  died  in  in¬ 
fancy),  Edward  (who  died  as  a  young  man),  George  and  Edna  (who  died  in 
infancy).  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  and  they 
are  loyal  in  their  support. 

Louis  Napoleon  Forrest,  an  energetic,  successful  and  modern  farmer,  who 
has  a  well  developed  place  on  the  outskirts  of  Campia  Village,  is  a  native  of 
this  county,  born  in  a  log  cabin,  erected  in  Section  5,  Doyle  Township,  by  his 
honored  uncle,  Brosper  Forrest,  a  pioneer.  He  first  saw  the  light  of  day 
July  3,  1874,  the  son  of  Camille  and  Mary  Ann  (Ormond)  Forrest,  early  set¬ 
tlers.  He  learned  farming  from  his  father  and  received  his  early  education  in 
a  log  schoolhouse.  He  first  went  into  the  woods  as  a  youth  of  fifteen  and 
thereafter  spent  winters  in  the  logging  camps.  In  1901  he  started  out  for 
himself  by  renting  his  father’s  homestead  in  Section  6,  Doyle  Township,  from 
the  man  who  had  purchased  it.  Three  years  later  he  went  to  Rice  Lake,  and 
was  there  employed  for  ten  years  as  a  teamster.  In  1916  he  bought  eighty 
acres  of  wild  land  in  Bear  Lake  Township.  There,  like  his  father  before,  him, 
he  started  pioneering.  He  built  a  frame  house,  a  good  barn,  and  other  build¬ 
ings,  and  started  a  good  farm.  In  1918  he  sold  out,  and  then  for  a  year,  rented 
the  old  homestead  again.  In  1919  he  purchased  his  present  place  on  the  out¬ 
skirts  of  Campia  Village.  Here  he  has  built  up  as  good  a  place  as  is  to  be 
found  in  the  vicinity,  and  his  farm  is  regarded  as  a  model  in  every  particular. 
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He  has  a  modern  home,  barns  and  other  buildings,  he  has  continued  the  clear¬ 
ing  of  the  land,  and  he  has  put  up  fences,  and  purchased  suitable  equipment. 
He  takes  pride  in  the  sightly  appearance  of  his  place,  and  everything  about 
the  farm  bespeaks  his  thrift,  good  judgment  and  modern  spirit.  Mr.  Forrest  is 
interested  in*  everything  that  is  for  the  betterment  and  progress  of  the  commu¬ 
nity,  and  is  well  liked  by  all  who  know  him.  He  and  his  wife  delight  in  keep¬ 
ing  open  house  to  their  friends  and  their  children’s  friends,  their  hospitality 
is  widely  known,  and  their  home  is  one  of  good  cheer  and  affection.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  operating  his  farm,  Mr.  Forrest  is  patrolman  on  the  road  between 
Campia  and  Angus,  running  through  his  native  town,  and  not  only  is  he  most 
efficient  in  his  work,  but  is  also  highly  commended  by  travelers  for  his  unfail¬ 
ing  courtesy  and  helpfulness.  Mr.  Forrest  was  married  on  April  5,  1903,  to 
Anna  Mullen,  who  was  born  on  the  old  homestead  in  Section  22,  Oak  Grove 
Township,  this  county,  Nov.  3,  1880,  the  daughter  of  Frank  and  Margaret  (Mc- 
Gough)  Mullen,  the  pioneers.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  five  bright 
children:  Emil,  Margaret,  Viola,  Lauretta  and  Grace.  In  the  family  there  is 
also  another  boy,  Robert  Bollman. 

Edward  J.  Yager  has  lived  on  his  present  place  of  220  acres  on  the  bound¬ 
ary  line  between  Doyle  and  Cedar  Lake  townships,  for  some  twenty  years, 
since  1901,  when,  having  reached  his  majority,  he  left  his  parental  farm  in 
Jefferson  County,  this  state,  and  bought  his  present  farm,  then  a  tract  of  eighty 
acres,  but  now  enlarged  to  220  acres,  which  lies  in  Section  8,  Doyle  Township, 
and  Section  31,  Cedar  Lake  Township.  This  land  was  partly  improved,  and  to 
its  cultivation  and  further  development  he  has  since  devoted  his  attention.  He 
has  added  to  the  house,  and  now  has  a  most  excellent  set  of  buildings,  as  well 
as  good  equipment  throughout  the  place.  He  carries  on  general  farming  and 
dairying,  and  has  a  fine  herd  of  Holstein  cattle,  which  are  the  pride  of  the 
neighborhood.  His  Holstein  cattle,  of  which  he  has  some  30  head,  are  all 
full  blood,  and  include  about  fifteen  daughters  of  Sir  Johann  Piebe,  a  sire  that 
has  three  daughters  that  produced  over  1,000  pounds  of  butter  in  one  year, 
and  up  to  26,000  pounds  of  milk.  There  are  also  five  two-year-old  daughters 
that  have  produced  over  800  pounds  of  butter  in  a  year.  The  present  herd 
sire  of  Mr.  Yager’s  is  Count  Walker  Segis  Pontiac,  son  of  a  “count”  who  has 
eight  daughters  that  have  produced  over  1,000  pounds  of  butter  per  year. 
His  daughters  have  broken  the  world’s  records  over  one  hundred  times.  Mr. 
Yager’s  business  holdings  include  stock  in  the  Consumers’  Store  at  Rice  Lake; 
the  Equity  Exchange  at  Campia;  and  the  Henricks  Chemical  Company  of  Min¬ 
neapolis.  He  has  served  on  the  school  board  of  his  district.  Mr.  Yager  was 
born  in  Jefferson  County,  this  state,  May  12,  1880,  the  son  of  Andrew  and 
Katherine  (Scharf)  Yager,  natives  of  Germany,  who  came  to  America  in  1866, 
at  the  close  of  the  Civil  War,  and  for  many  years  farmed  in  Jefferson  County, 
where  they  were  reputable  and  respected  people.  He  received  his  education 
in  the  schools  of  his  native  country.  Mr.  Yager  was  married  at  Palo,  Michi¬ 
gan,  Sept.  19,  1906,  to  Mary  Kramer,  born  at  Antigo,  Wis.,  on  July  3,  1886,  the 
daughter  of  James  and  Rosa  (Frolik)  Kramer,  natives  of  Bohemia,  who  are 
now  living  in  Birchwood,  Wis.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Yager  have  four  children:  Theo¬ 
dore  J.,  born  June  15,  1907;  Edward  J.,  born  Jan.  9,  1909;  Frederick  M.,  born 
May  16,  1912;  and  Emily,  born  Oct.  21,  1915.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the 
Lutheran  Church. 

August  E.  Westphal,  a  well  known  resident  of  Doyle  Township,  was  born 
in  Faribault,  Minn.,  Aug.  26,  1885,  the  son  of  Ferdinand  and  Mary  Westphal, 
natives  of  Germany,  who,  on  coming  to  America,  located  on  a  farm  at  Fari¬ 
bault,  Minn.  He  attended  the  common  schools,  learned  farming  from  his 
father,  and  remained  at  home  for  long  after  attaining  his  adult  years.  In 
1906  he  started  work  in  the  mill  at  Birchwood,  in  this  state,  then,  after  a  short 
time,  he  worked  in  Angus,  Cedar  Lake  Township,  this  county,  where  he  worked 
for  A.  T.  Johnson,  a  leading  citizen.  In  1920  he  rented  his  present  farm  in 
Section  16,  Doyle  Township.  He  carries  on  general  farming  on  a  profitable 
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scale,  and  makes  a  specialty  of  dairying.  His  good  herd  of  graded  cattle  is 
headed  by  a  Holstein  sire.  Mr.  Westphal  was  married  at  Cedar  Lake  Township, 
Aug.  21,  1913,  to  Cecelia  Asmussen,  who  was  born  in  Viscania,  Ill.,  on  Aug.  2, 
1889,  the  daughter  of  Peter  and  Christena  (Jensen)  Asmussen,  natives  of  Nor¬ 
way  who  now  live  in  Mikana,  in  Cedar  Lake  Township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  West¬ 
phal  have  three  children:  Franklin  A.,  born  June  23,  1914;  John  F.,  born  April 
8,  1915;  and  Hazel  M.,  born  June  25,  1917. 

Jay  F.  Smith,  for  twenty  years  an  influential  resident  of  Section  11,  Doyle 
Township,  was  born  at  Alma,  Blue  Earth  County,  Minn.,  March  5,  1867,  the 
son  of  Osiah  P.  and  Rose  (Brossard)  Smith.  The  parents  were  natives  of  New 
York  State,  who  came  to  Wisconsin  in  1850,  and  located  at  Beaver  Dam,  in 
Dodge  County,  later  going  to  Wells  and  later  to  Blue  Earth  County,  Minn.  At 
the  age  of  fifteen,  being  then  a  boy  of  development  beyond  his  years,  Jay  F. 
Smith  started  out  for  himself,  going  to  the  Black  Hills  region,  where  he  worked 
on  the  ranges  for  eight  years.  After  that  he  returned  to  Minnesota  and 
farmed  for  a  time  on  the  home  place,  also  working  in  partnership  with  Leo,  a 
brother,  and  his  father,  in  their  general  store  at  Colgate,  N.  D.  From  there 
he  went  to  Blue  Earth  County,  Minn.,  and  farmed  near  Mankato.  His  next  loca¬ 
tion  was  on  a  farm  near  Elysian,  Minn.  In  1901  he  came  to  Barron  County 
and  purchased  240  acres  of  hardwood  timber,  120  acres  in  Section  11,  and  120 
acres  in  Section  2.  On  this  tract  he  built  a  frame  house  and  started  to  clear 
up  the  land.  In  1902  he  added  to  the  house.  Later  he  made  further  improve¬ 
ments  to  the  house.  He  has  also  erected  suitable  barns  and  sheds.  He  now 
has  a  well-improved  farm  as  good  as  any  to  be  found  in  the  neighborhood. 
Here  he  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  In  the  twenty  years  that 
he  has  lived  here  he  has  done  his  duty  as  a  good  citizen  in  every  way,  and 
he  stands  well  with  all  who  know  him.  He  is  a  man  of  good  judgment,  he 
keeps  well  abreast  of  the  times  in  every  way,  and  his  fellow  citizens  often  look 
to  him  for  advice  and  counsel.  He  is  a  believer  in  everything  that  is  for  the 
best  interests  of  the  community,  and  is  especially  enthusiastic  in  the  cause  of 
co-operative  effort  among  farmers.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Central  Cheese 
&  Butter  Association  of  Doyle  Township.  Mr.  Smith  was  married  at  Elysian, 
Minn.,  Feb.  1,  1896,  to  Cora  Brossard,  the  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Melissa  A. 
(Rice)  Brossard,  natives  of  Wisconsin,  the  former  of  whom  is  now  living  in 
Gardner,  Colo.,  and  the  latter  of  whom  died  Sept.  20,  1900.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Smith  have  eight  children:  Percy  J.,  was  born  Aug.  12,  1897,  who  married 
Lorene  Farmer,  of  Doyle  Township,  and  has  a  daughter,  Lillian  V.  Ross  B., 
born  Oct.  23,  1901;  Ray  L.,  born  June  1,  1905;  Clayton,  born  Feb.  3,  1907; 
Gladys,  born  June  27,  1909;  Lloyd,  born  March  28,  1912;  Fred,  born  March  17, 
1915;  and  Wilson,  born  March  1,  1917. 

Joel  R.  Ackerman,  pioneer,  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  and  for  many  years 
a  solid  and  substantial  citizen,  was  one  of  the  founders  of  Doyle  Township, 
and  lived  to  see  the  region  he  found  a  wilderness  develop  into  one  of  the  gar¬ 
den  spots  of  the  state.  He  was  a  man  of  staunch  character,  liberal  in  his 
opinions,  and  broad  in  his  outlook,  a  most  kindly  and  generous  man  who  de¬ 
lighted  in  taking  his  share  in  everything  that  was  for  the  best  interests  of  the 
community  in  which  he  lived.  He  was  a  true  and  faithful  husband,  a  loving 
and  understanding  father,  a  good  citizen,  a  pleasant  neighbor,  and  an  indus¬ 
trious  farmer,  and  his  memory  will  long  be  cherished  in  the  hearts  of  those 
who  knew  and  admired  him.  A  resident  of  this  county  for  more  than  forty 
years,  he  was  a  personal  friend  of  the  men  famous  in  the  early  days,  and  his 
opinions  were  often  sought  on  public  affairs  by  those  who  valued  his  good 
judgment,  sound  sense,  and  shrewd  intellect.  He  had  faith  in  the  future  of 
the  county  even  in  the  days  when  there  was  a  doubt  whether  it  would  ever  be 
an  agricultural  region,  and  he  lived  to  see  all  his  hopes  more  than  justified 
and  fulfilled.  Joel  R.  Ackerman  was  born  in  New  York  State,  July  28,  1838,  the 
son  of  Henry  and  Sarah  (Brown)  Ackerman,  both  natives  of  that  state,  and 
both  descended  from  early  New  York  families.  The  father,  who  was  a  car- 
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penter  by  trade,  brought  the  family  to  Sheboygan,  this  state,  in  1850,  and  here 
the  mother  died  soon  afterward.  Joel  R.  attended  school  there,  and  learned 
the  carpenter  trade  from  his  father.  As  a  young  man  he  enlisted  and  served 
as  a  private  in  Co.  C,  17th  Wis.  Vol.  Inf.  In  1874  he  came  to  Barron  County, 
and  took  a  homestead  of  160  acres  in  Section  24,  Doyle  Township.  This  land 
was  mostly  covered  with  hard  timber.  He  cleared  a  small  tract,  built  a  log 
house  and  barn,  and  started  farming  in  the  wilderness.  Those  were  the  days 
of  real  pioneering.  Neighbors  were  few  and  far  between.  There  were  no  high¬ 
ways  except  the  tote  roads  of  the  lumber  companies.  Provisions  had  to  be 
brought  from  trading  places  many  miles  away.  But  he  and  his  family  had 
strength  and  courage,  and  they  were  willing  to  submit  to  hardships  for  the 
sake  of  the  future.  As  time  passed  more  and  more  of  the  land  was  cleared,  per¬ 
mitting  farming  to  be  conducted  on  a  profitable  basis.  In  1893  he  put  up  a 
frame  house  and  a  barn.  In  1904  the  house  was  destroyed  by  fire,  and  the 
family  moved  to  Portland,  Ore.,  where  they  remained  a  little  over  a  year.  Then 
he  returned  to  Doyle  Township,  where  he  built  a  new  home.  After  a  long  and 
useful  life,  filled  with  successful  endeavor,  worthily  accomplished,  he  died  June 
13,  1918,  having  nearly  reached  the  age  of  eighty  years.  He  had  served  as  town 
treasurer  and  road  commissioner.  The  farm  is  called  “Cold  Spring  Farm.” 
Mr.  Ackerman  was  married  at  Chippewa  Falls,  Wis.,  March  5,  1871,  to  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Jeffers  Gould,  the  widow  of  Caleb  H.  Gould.  She  was  born  in  New 
York  State,  Sept.  1,  1850,  the  daughter  of  Freman  J.  and  Loley  A.  (Wilmot) 
Jeffers,  pioneers.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ackerman  had  five  children  :  Eva  E.,  Clara  A., 
Hattie  L.,  Walter  J.  and  Merton  J.  Eva  E.  was  born  March  5,  1873,  and  is  the 
wife  of  James  Bittler,  of  Rusk.  Clara  A.  was  born  Aug.  30,  1875,  and  is  the 
wife  of  John  Bewley,  of  Oregon.  Hattie  L.  was  born  June  3,  1882,  and  mar¬ 
ried  first  Tom  Gehan,  by  whom  she  has  one  child,  Eblin  G.  For  her  second 
husband  she  married  Edward  Johnson,  of  Rice  Lake.  Walter  J.  was  born  Aug. 
5,  1884,  married  Avra  Sawyer,  and  has  one  son,  Walter  F.,  of  Rice  Lake.  Mer¬ 
ton  J.  was  born  May  22,  1892.  He  has  purchased  the  home  place,  and  his 
mother  lives  with  him.  He  is  one  of  the  active,  energetic  men  of  the  town¬ 
ship.  He  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying  and  has  a  good  herd  of  cat¬ 
tle.  He  has  continued  the  improvements  started  by  his  father,  and  has  built 
a  garage,  a  separator  house,  a  swine  house  and  several  sheds.  He  is  a  popular 
member  of  the  Masons  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  is  held  in  the  highest 
regard  by  all  who  know  him,  and  is  taking  his  share  in  all  the  affairs  of  the 
community.  By  her  marriage  to  Mr.  Gould,  Mrs.  Ackerman  had  two  children, 
Alice  L.  and  Clarence  F.  Alice  L.  was  born  June  18,  1869,  married  Allen  Lock, 
lives  in  Oregon,  and  has  twelve  children:  Walter,  Bernard,  Leslie,  Eugene, 
Lloyd,  Clarice,  Paul,  Chester,  Cecil,  Goldie,  Sylvia  and  Floyd.  Clarence  F. 
was  born  June  28,  1871,  and  lives  in  Rusk  County.  He  married  Ella  West, 
who  died  in  1913,  leaving  a  child,  Claire  G.,  after  which  he  married  Anna 
Sampson. 

Patrick  E.  Drew,  the  prosperous  owner  of  200  acres  of  land  in  Doyle  Town¬ 
ship,  80  acres  in  Section  2,  80  acres  in  Section  11,  and  40  acres  in  Section  12, 
was  born  in  Lee  County,  Illinois,  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Bridget  (Callahan) 
Drew,  natives  of  Ireland,  substantial  citizens  of  Lee  County  for  many  years, 
and  now  deceased.  He  was  educated  in  the  schools,  of  his  neighborhood,  and 
learned  farming  from  his  father,  with  whom  he  remained  until  well  into  his 
adult  years.  In  1911  he  moved  to  Murray  County,  Minnesota,  and  there  farmed 
for  four  years.  It  was  in  1915  that  he  came  to  Doyle  Township,  and  purchased 
his  present  farm.  It  was  then  partly  cleared,  and  a  log  house  and  log  barn 
had  been  erected.  In  1917  he  built  a  comfortable  frame  house  and  in  1918 
he  put  up  a  good  barn,  chicken  house,  sheds  and  other  buildings.  He  has  con¬ 
tinued  to  clear  the  land  and  has  made  other  improvements.  He  now  carries 
on  general  farming  and  dairying  and  is  well  along  the  road  to  success.  He  is 
a  stockholder  in  the  Central  Cheese  &  Butter  Association.  Mr.  Drew  stands 
well  in  the  community,  and  is  well  liked  by  all  who  know  him.  Mr.  Drew  was 
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married  April  17,  1895,  at  Amboy,  Ill.,  to  Belle  McFadden,  who  was  born  and 
reared  in  Lee  County,  Ill.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  five  children. 
Emmett  J.  was  born  July  27,  1896,  enlisted  at  Raritan,  N.  J.,  served  in  the  ord¬ 
nance  department,  and  was  discharged  in  March,  1919.  Amie  Belle  was  born 
June  14,  1898;  Harold  F.  was  born  Feb.  20,  1901;  Verna  E.  was  born  July 
8,  1904;  and  Charles  E.  was  born  Sept.  10,  1906.  The  family  faith  is  that  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

Henry  M.  Olson  is  successfully  farming  on  eighty  acres  in  Section  17, 
Doyle  Township,  which  he  purchased  in  1907.  At  that  time  it  was  partly  im¬ 
proved.  Just  as  he  was  getting  started,  his  house  burned,  March  7,  1907.  He 
at  once  replaced  it  with  a  frame  house,  and  he  has  built  other  structures  as 
necessity  has  required.  He  has  a  well-developed  place  in  which  he  takes  much 
pride,  and  from  year  to  year  it  is  gradually  being  improved.  He  does  mixed 
farming  and  dairying,  and  has  a  good  herd  of  cattle.  Cream  from  his  dairy 
is  sold  to  the  Campia  Butter  &  Cheese  Co.  of  Campia,  in  which  he  is  a  stock¬ 
holder.  He  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  warehouse  there.  Fraternally,  he  is 
a  popular  member  of  the  Beavers.  He  is  a  substantial,  representative  citizen, 
he  has  the  development  of  this  region  deeply  at  heart,  and  is  quietly  doing  his 
share  in  everything  that  he  believes  to  be  for  the  best  interests  of  the  com¬ 
munity.  Mr.  Olson  was  born  in  Doyle  Township,  Oct.  14,  1880,  the  son  of 
Ole  and  Anna  (Bergstad)  Olson.  The  father  was  a  native  of  Norway  and  the 
mother  of  Wisconsin.  They  lived  for  many  years  in  Doyle  Township,  where 
the  father  died  May  14,  1912,  and  the  mother,  July  20,  1919.  Henry  M.  at¬ 
tended  the  common  schools  and  learned  farming  from  his  parents.  In  1900  he 
went  to  Courtney,  N.  D.,  and  for  some  years  was  employed  on  farms  there,  until 
securing  his  present  place.  For  eleven  years  Mr.  Olson  followed  lumbering, 
as  a  sawyer,  for  two  winters  on  the  Chippewa  River  and  the  rest  of  that  time 
in  the  vicinity  of  Hemlock  and  Cedar  lakes.  He  was  married  Oct.  28,  1909, 
to  Selma  Matthews,  who  was  born  in  Wisconsin,  May  9,  1890,  the  daughter  of 
Matt  and  Engeborg  (Falkestad)  Matthews,  natives  of  Norway,  and  for  many 
years  residents  of  Doyle  Township.  The  father  is  still  living  and  the  mother 
died  Jan.  27,  1912.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Olson  have  two  bright  children:  Vernon  M., 
born  June  28,  1910;  and  Alice  N.,  born  Aug.  1,  1912.  The  family  faith  is  that 
of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Eugene  V.  Hanson,  owner  of  40  acres  in  Section  18,  Maple  Grove  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  this  county,  Nov.  14,  1894,  son  of  Charles  and  Anna  (Beebe) 
Hanson,  natives  of  Norway,  who  came  to  America  in  the  early  sixties  and  set¬ 
tled  in  the  eastern  states,  later  coming  to  Barron  County,  and  settling  on  a 
farm  in  Hay  River,  Clinton  Township.  In  1898  they  moved  to  Maple  Grove 
Township,  where  he  died  in  1906.  His  wife  is  still  living  with  her  daughter, 
Ella,  in  Maple  Grove  Township.  In  the  family  there  were  eight  children,  Ella, 
Clinton,  Lathrop,  Richard,  George,  Pearl,  Eugene  V.  and  Elmer  (deceased). 
Eugene  V.  Hanson  received  his  education  in  the  district  schools,  and  devoted 
his  youth  to  farming  for  his  parents  and  neighbors.  He  bought  his  present 
place  in  1920,  made  some  minor  repairs,  and  took  up  farming  for  himself.  Mr. 
Hanson  was  married  May  17,  1920,  to  Nettie  Carnes,  daughter  of  Charles  and 
Nancy  Carnes,  natives  of  Iowa,  who  came  to  this  state  in  1910,  and  now  reside 
at  Richland  Center.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carnes  have  four  children :  Zen,  Clarence, 
Ray  and  Nettie. 

Edward  Kringle,  a  modern  farmer  of  Section  10,  Doyle  Township,  is  a 
native  of  this  county,  born  in  Maple  Grove  Township,  Dec.  11,  1878,  the  son 
of  Gabriel  and  Barbara  (Huset)  Kringle,  natives  of  Norway,  who.  are  now 
farming  in  Maple  Grove  Township.  Edward  was  sent  to  the  district  school  in 
his  neighborhood,  and  also  had  the  advantages  of  courses  in  the  Chetek  High 
School.  He  learned  farming  thoroughly  from  his  father.  As  a  youth  he  worked 
for  a  while  in  the  lumber  woods  and  on  railroad  sections.  In  1901  he  bought 
his  present  place  of  120  acres,  then  covered  with  heavy  timber.  He  put  up 
a  shanty,  and  there  he  and  his  brother,  Gustavus,  lived  together  for  a  while. 
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getting  things  started  on  the  place.  After  his  marriage,  he  brought  his  wife 
here.  In  1908  he  built  a  comfortable  modern  house,  and  in  1912  a  barn,  40  by 
68  feet,  with  full  basement,  and  furnished  with  the  James  barn  equipment. 
Other  sheds  and  buildings  have  been  put  up  as  necessity  has  required  and  con¬ 
venience  permitted.  In  1912  the  stone  silo,  13  by  36  feet,  was  built.  Both 
house  and  barn  are  supplied  with  electric  lights  and  running  water.  Mr. 
Kringle  has  developed  a  good  place,  well  fenced  and  well  cultivated,  and  excel¬ 
lently  equipped  with  tools,  implements  and  machinery.  He  successfully  car¬ 
ries  on  general  farming  along  modern  lines.  He  has  a  good  herd  of  graded  cat¬ 
tle,  headed  by  a  Holstein  sire,  and  a  good  drove  of  Poland-China  swine.  He 
specializes  in  certified  Rural  New  York  seed  potatoes,  for  which  he  enjoys  an 
excellent  reputation,  and  for  which  he  finds  a  ready  market.  He  sends  his 
cream  to  the  Central  Cheese  &  Butter  Association,  of  Doyle  Township,  in  which 
he  is  a  stockholder.  Mr.  Kringle  is  an  estimable  citizen.  He  is  deeply  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  growth  and  progress  of  his  native  town,  and  is  ever  ready  to  do  his 
share  in  everything  that  meets  his  approval.  He  is  a  hard  working  man  of 
steady  application  and  is  already  well  along  the  road  to  success.  He  has  held 
township  office,  having  served  four  years  as  supervisor,  being  chairman  of  the 
board  three  years,  and  has  been  school  clerk  for  the  past  six  years,  since  the 
building  of  the  schoolhouse.  Mr.  Kringle  was  married  April  5,  1906,  at  Rice 
Lake,  to  Cora  Gunnelson,  who  was  born  at  Rio,  Wis.,  on  Feb.  8,  1875,  the 
daughter  of  Gunnell  and  Esther  (Johnson)  Gunnelson,  the  former  of  whom  is 
dead  and  the  latter  of  whom  lives  in  Doyle  Township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kringle 
have  four  children:  Esther  B.,  born  Sept.  25,  1907;  Theron  C.,  born  May  7, 
1911;  and  Clarice  M.  and  Carroll  M.,  born  Sept.  28,  1913.  The  family  faith  is 
that  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

Gustavos  Kringle,  an  energetic  farmer  of  section  10,  Doyle  Township,  was 
born  in  Maple  Grove  Township,  this  county,  July  3,  1883,  the  son  of  Gabriel 
and  Barbara  (Huset)  Kringle,  natives  of  Norway  who  came  to  Maple  Grove 
in  the  seventies,  and  are  still  farming  there.  Gabriel  Kringle  came  from 
Norway  at  the  age  of  eleven  years.  Gustavus  attended  the  school  in  his  neigh¬ 
borhood  and  learned  farming  from  his  father.  When  he  was  eighteen  he 
began  with  his  brother,  Edward,  living  in  one  cabin  and  began  to  clear  up  his 
present  place.  In  1904  he  purchased  eighty  acres  in  section  10,  Doyle  Town¬ 
ship,  and  started  to  clear  a  farm  among  the  timber,  working  there  summers, 
and  for  the  A.  V.  and  S.  Co.  of  Algona,  two  winters.  He  also  traveled  one 
summer  through  the  southwestern  states.  After  he  got  a  part  of  the  place 
cleared  he  put  up  a  small  frame  house  and  a  barn.  ’His  present  modern  frame 
house  was  put  up  in  1914.  A  commodious  barn,  36  by  90  feet,  was  built  in 
1920.  It  has  a  full  tile  basement  and  is  installed  with  Libby  equipment.  Mr. 
Kringle  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  and  has  a  good 
herd  of  graded  cattle  headed  by  a  Holstein  sire,  and  a  flock  of  full  blooded 
Poland  China  swine.  He  makes  a  specialty  of  growing  certified  Rural  New 
York  potatoes,  which  are  in  high  favor  with  growers  wherever  their  reputation 
has  reached.  Mr.  Kringle  is  an  excellent  farmer  in  every  particular.  He 
reads  the  farm  journals,  he  attends  the  farm  meetings,  he  believes  in  follow¬ 
ing  the  best  and  latest  methods  so  far  as  his  equipment  will  allow,  and  to 
that  equipment  he  is  gradually  adding.  He  and  his  wife  join  in  the  social 
affairs  of  the  community,  and  their  doors  are  always  open,  not  only  to  their 
own  friends,  but  also  to  the  little  friends  of  their  children.  They  are  getting 
a  good  start  in  life  and  are  highly  regarded  by  all  who  know  them.  Mr. 
Kringle  was  married  at  Rice  Lake  May  7,  1908,  to  Ada  Olmsted,  daughter 
of  Nels  and  Annis  Olmsted.  She  was  born  in  Doyle  Township  on  July  31, 
1888.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kringle  have  six  children:  Marion  L.,  born  March  1, 
1909;  Leonard  G.,  born  Nov.  17,  1912;  Alice  I.,  born  March  31,  1915;  Gertrude 
A.,  born  March  29,  1917;  Martha  J.,  born  Aug.  29,  1918;  and  Harold  C.,  born 
Aug.  21,  1920.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Mfehael  Me  Ginnis,  retired  farmer  now  living  in  Rice  Lake,  was  born  in 
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Ontario,  Canada,  Feb.  18,  1852,  son  of  Michael  and  Margaret  (Bennett) 
Me  Ginnis,  who  were  born  in  Ireland,  came  to  Canada,  and  there  lived  until 
the  father's  death  in  1856,  after  which  the  mother  came  to  Rice  Lake,  March 
1,  1882,  and  lived  with  her  son  until  her  death  in  1895.  Michael  attended 
school  in  Canada  part  of  the  time  until  he  was  sixteen  years  old,  and  then 
took  up  farm  work.  Oct.  30,  1878,  he  arrived  at  Saginaw,  Mich.,  and  worked 
in  the  woods  there  for  a  year  before  coming  to  Pierce  County,  Wis.,  where 
he  was  variously  employed.  His  first  arrival  at  Rice  Lake  was  in  1881,  after 
which  he  assisted  in  building  mills  at  Cameron  and  Barron.  In  1885  he  took 
a  homestead  in  Oak  Grove  Township,  this  county.  The  tract  was  covered 
with  timber.  This  he  cleared  in  part  and  put  up  a  frame  house  and  log  barn 
and  granary.  In  1904  he  sold  out  and  bought  80  acres  in  Barron  Township, 
where  he  farmed  for  several  years.  He  sold  out  and  took  up  his  home  in  Rice 
Lake  in  1908.  Mr.  Me  Ginnis  was  married  Feb.  17,  1890,  to  Margaret  Case, 
of  Eau  Claire,  and  this  union  has  been  blessed  with  six  children.  Mary  W. 
was  born  Jan.  27,  1891,  at  Eau  Claire,  Wis.,  married  John  Hair,  and  lives  in 
Duluth.  Her  husband  was  one  of  the  heroes  of  the  great  war.  He  was  in¬ 
ducted  into  the  United  States  Army,  made  an  excellent  record  in  training 
camp,  was  sent  to  France,  saw  active  service,  and  has  never  been  heard  from 
since,  supposedly  being  one  of  the  “unknown  dead”  lying  in  an  unnamed 
grave.  Arthur  was  born  April  7,  1895,  and  lives  in  Milwaukee,  Wis.  John  was 
born  Jan.  9,  1898;  William  Nov.  26,  1900;  and  Frank  Jan.  13,  1904.  Margaret 
L.,  born  March  12,  1907,  is  attending  the  Rice  Lake  High  School.  The  family  is 
well  regarded  throughout  the  community. 

Charles  Neuenfeldt,  proprietor  of  Lower  Turtle  Lake  Dairy  Farm,  one  of 
the  prominent  men  of  Almena  Township,  and  the  first  land  owner  in  section 
24,  which  he  found  a  wilderness,  and  helped  develop  into  one  of  the  best 
parts  of  the  county,  was  born  in  Germany  Feb.  1,  1857,  the  son  of  Ferdinand 
and  Charlotte  Neuenfeldt,  natives  of  that  country,  who  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1873  and  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives  farming  near  the  Twin 
Cities,  in  Minnesota.  Of  their  four  children  there  are  now  living  three. 
Emil  is  a  garage  man  in  Almena.  Otto  is  a  painter  and  carpenter  in  Turtle 
Lake.  Minnie  is  dead.  Charles  was  reared  in  Germany,  and  went  to  school 
and  was  confirmed  there.  He  was  sixteen  years  old  when  he  came  to  this 
country  with  his  parents.  For  some  years  he  remained  with  his  father.  Then 
for  a  while  he  rented  a  farm  near  the  Fair  Grounds  in  St.  Paul.  Later  he 
moved  with  his  father  to  a  farm  near  Ft.  Snelling,  and  purchased  a  farm 
there.  Afterward  he  rented  another  farm  nearer  St.  Paul.  In  1894  he  came 
to  Barron  County  and  purchased  160  acres  in  section  34,  Almena  Township, 
on  the  banks  of  Lower  Turtle  Lake.  Later  he  purchased  98  acres  more, 
making  his  present  place  of  258  acres.  When  he  purchased  the  place,  it  was 
all  wild,  covered  with  timber  and  stumps,  through  which  the  deer  and  the 
bear  still  roamed.  There  were  no  roads  in  the  immediate  vicinity  except  the 
“tote”  roads  of  the  lumbermen.  Lumbering  operations  were  still  in  progress, 
and  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  had  a  mill  close  by.  Turtle  Lake  was  the  trading 
point.  To  get  to  his  farm  he  had  to  take  the  Almena  road  to  Turtle  Lake, 
and  then  follow  the  tote  road  to  section  34,  where  he  was  the  first  man  to 
buy  land.  There  he  built  a  small  house,  a  building  which  escaped  the  great 
fire,  and  is  still  standing.  With  the  help  of  his  family  he  has  cleared  up 
the  land,  and  now  has  120  acres  under  the  plow.  He  has  put  up  a  pleasant 
residence,  16  by  24,  with  an  addition  the  same  size.  The  barn  is  30  by  78 
feet,  built  mostly  of  logs,  and  boarded  over.  He  also  has  a  silo,  machine 
shed,  granary  and  other  buildings.  The  farm  is  well  equipped  with  tools, 
implements  and  machinery,  including  a  tractor.  Here  he  successfully  carries 
on  general  farming  and  dairying,  and  has  a  good  herd  of  graded  Guernseys, 
headed  by  a  full  blooded  sire.  Mr.  Neuenfeldt  has  been  active  in  all  the 
affairs  of  the  community,  and  has  served  on  the  town  board.  He  is  secretary 
of  the  Turtle  Lake  Co-operative  Creamery,  and  is  interested  in  the  Shipping 
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Association,  and  in  the  Cow  Testing  Association.  Mr.  Neuenfeldt  was  mar¬ 
ried  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  Nov.  20,  1881,  to  Amelia  Kirchkoff,  who  was  born 
in  Germany  March  1,  1866,  daughter  of  August  and  Minnie  Kirchoff,  the 
former  of  whom  is  living  near  St.  Paul,  and  the  latter  of  whom  is  dead.  In 
the  family  there  were  the  following  children:  Gustave,  Charles,  Albert; 
Minnie,  the  wife  of  Henry  Simon  of  St.  Paul;  Gusta,  the  widow  of  John  Ott, 
of  St.  Paul;  Ricke,  the  widow  of  Otto  Schultz,  of  St.  Paul;  and  Amelia.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Neuenfeldt  have  had  thirteen  children:  Anna,  the  wife  of  James 
West,  of  Turtle  Lake;  Albert,  of  St.  Paul;  Minnie,  the  wife  of  Ed.  Uer,  of 
Turtle  Lake;  Bertha,  the  wife  of  Charles  Weber,  of  St.  Paul;  Laura,  the 
wife  of  Frank  Kart,  of  St.  Paul;  Amelia,  of  St.  Paul;  Tillie;  Marie;  Charles, 
who  married  Vera  Ure,  and  lives  in  St.  Paul;  Henry;  August;  John  and 
Fred  (deceased).  Charles  served  two  years  in  a  medical  unit  at  Kansas 
City,  and  at  Fort  Sill,  Oklahoma,  during  the  World  War.  Mr.  Neuenfeldt  has 
equipped  his  place  with  a  Garland  gas  lighting  plant  and  installed  a  large 
hot  air  furnace  in  the  house. 

Jacob  Slagstad,  for  some  twenty  years  the  owner  of  80  acres  in  Section 
5,  west,  Maple  Grove  Township,  now  deceased,  was  an  estimable  citizen  in 
every  respect.  He  was  a  hard  working  man,  a  good  farmer,  and  a  kind  hus¬ 
band  and  father,  and  his  death  brought  sorrow  to  a  wide  circle  of  friends. 
He  was  born  in  Norway,  Jan.  10,  1863,  and  was  there  reared.  He  came  to 
America  in  1883,  and  settled  near  Elroy,  Wis.,  where  he  and  two  of  his 
brothers  purchased  a  small  farm.  Some  ten  years  later  he  went  back  to 
Norway,  to  visit  his  old  friends  there.  In  1893  he  once  more  came  to  Amer¬ 
ica,  and  bought  the  farm  in  this  county,  where  he  lived  for  so  long  a  while. 
He  cleared  fifty  acres,  repaired  the  house,  built  a  barn,  put  up  new  fences, 
bought  equipment,  and  there  farmed  successfully  until  his  death,  Feb.  3, 
1903.  After  his  death,  his  wife  sold  forty  acres,  and  she  and  her  son,  Joseph, 
operate  the  remainder.  Joseph  is  one  of  the  energetic  young  men  of  the 
township,  and  the  farm  is  prospering  under  his  management.  A  younger 
brother,  Jacob,  also  helps  with  the  work.  Mr.  Slagstad  was  married  Sept. 
10,  1894,  to  Carrie  Brandt,  a  native  of  Norway.  This  union  has  resulted  in 
five  children:  Olaf,  born  Sept.  19,  1895,  is  a  baker  in  Barron;  Martha,  born 
May  27,  1897,  is  the  wife  of  John  Olson,  of  Clinton;  Gabriel,  born  May  26, 
1899,  operates  a  restaurant  in  Barron.  Joseph  was  born  Sept.  23,  1900,  and 
Jacob  was  born  April  23,  1903. 

Benjamin  H.  Oliver,  a  careful  and  prudent  farmer  of  Section  8,  Doyle 
Township,  held  in  the  highest  esteem  by  his  neighbors,  was  born  near  Trem¬ 
pealeau,  Trempealeau  County,  Wis.,  April  5,  1865,  the  son  of  Benjamin  and 
Jane  (Rainey)  Oliver.  He  received  a  common  school  education  and  learned 
farming  with  his  parents.  He  was  scarcely  in  his  teens,  when  he  first  went 
into  the  lumber  woods,  and  thereafter  for  over  a  quarter  of  a  century  he  con¬ 
tinued  to  be  identified  with  the  lumbering  industry,  in  Wisconsin,  logging  in 
the  winter,  driving  on  the  rivers  in  the  spring,  and  working  in  the  mills  in 
the  summer  and  autumn.  He  was  a  good  worker,  conscientious  and  pro¬ 
ficient,  he  knew  his  business  thoroughly,  and  had  the  respect  of  his  com¬ 
panions  and  the  confidence  of  his  employers.  In  1905  he  bought  86  acres  of 
wild  land  in  Section  35,  Cedar  Lake  Township.  There  he  built  a  frame  house 
and  a  barn  and  started  to  break  the  land.  In  1917  he  sold  out  and  bought  his 
present  place  of  eighty  acres.  Buildings  had  been  erected  and  the  land  was 
partly  improved.  On  this  place  he  has  since  continued  to  farm,  raising  the 
usual  crops  and  doing  considerable  dairying.  He  has  a  herd  of  graded  cat¬ 
tle,  headed  by  a  full-blooded  Guernsey  sire,  a  drove  of  Poland-China  swine, 
and  a  few  horses  and  some  poultry.  He  sells  his  cream  to  the  Central  Cheese 
&  Butter  Association  of  this  township,  in  which  he  is  a  stockholder,  and  his 
potatoes  to  the  farmers’  warehouse  at  Campia,  in  which  he  is  likewise  a 
stockholder.  He  is  a  prominent  man  in  the  community  and  has  done  good 
service  on  a  number  of  local  committees.  While  in  Cedar  Lake  Township,  he 
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served  as  school  treasurer,  as  a  member  of  the  school  board.  He  is  well 
known  throughout  this  part  of  the  county,  and  is  a  useful  and  substantial 
citizen.  Mr.  Oliver  was  married  in  Otter  Creek  Township,  Dunn  County,  this 
state,  to  Augusta  School,  the  daughter  of  George  and  Martha  School,  natives 
of  Germany,  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Oliver  are  the  parents  of  six  chil¬ 
dren:  Guy  R.  was  born  Nov.  8,  1890;  Angeline  J.  was  born  May  5,  1892; 
Iva  M.  was  born  Oct.  10,  1896,  and  is  the  wife  of  Martin  M.  Lewis,  of  Bar¬ 
ron,  by  whom  she  has  one  child,  John  Oliver;  Beatrice  C.  was  born  May  16, 
1901;  George  William  was  born  Dec.  10,  1906;  and  Roland  D.  was  born  Dec. 
19,  1907. 

Julius  A.  Zabel,  a  well  known  farmer,  is  operating  120  acres  in  Section  10, 
west,  Maple  Grove  Township,  with  steady  success.  He  has  cleared  about  forty 
acres,  erected  buildings,  and  constructed  fences,  and  here  carries  on  general 
farming  and  dairying,  and  devotes  his  time  to  the  still  further  development 
and  improvement  of  the  place.  He  was  born  in  Greenlake  County,  this  state, 
son  of  Christ  and  Henrietta  (Guelke)  Zabel,  natives  of  Germany,  who  came  to 
America  in  the  early  sixties,  and  located  on  a  farm  in  Greenlake  County,  this 
state.  Julius  O.  attended  the  public  schools,  and  was  reared  on  the  home 
farm.  As  a  young  man  he  went  to  South  Dakota,  and  there  devoted  his  time 
to  horse  dealing  and  farming.  Next  he  farmed  for  twelve  years  in  Renville 
County,  Minn.,  and  afterward  became  a  blacksmith  in  Renville  Village,  in  that 
county.  He  came  to  Barron  County  in  1913  and  acquired  his  present  place. 
Mr.  Zabel  was  married  March  15,  1894,  to  Martha  Laumar,  daughter  of  Ernest 
and  Henrietta  (Ernst)  Laumar,  natives  of  Germany,  who  came  to  America  in 
the  early  sixties,  and  settled  in  Greenlake  County,  Wis.,  where  they  farmed 
until  the  father’s  death,  after  which  the  mother  took  up  her  home  in  Renville, 
Minn.,  where  she  lives.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Zabel  have  four  children:  Albert,  born 
June  21,  1915,  died  Oct.  2,  of  the  same  year;  Emil  was  born  March  25,  1901; 
Eleanor  was  born  Feb.  21,  1904 ;  and  Meta  was  born  May  17,  1907.  The  family 
worships  at  the  German  Lutheran  Church. 

John  A.  Brunett,  farmer  and  bricklayer,  owning  80  acres  of  land  in  Sec¬ 
tion  19,  Cedar  Lake  Township,  was  born  May  15,  1871,  at  La  Moile,  Winona 
County,  Minn.,  son  of  Michel  and  Mary  Brunett,  natives  of  Canada,  who  set¬ 
tled  in  Winona  County,  Minn.,  in  1858  and  in  1876  they  moved  to  Trempealeau 
County,  Wis.  As  a  child  and  a  boy  he  went  to  La  Crosse  County,  also  in  this 
state,  where  he  farmed  with  his  father  at  Onalaska.  As  a  young  man  and 
with  his  parents  he  moved  to  Pepin  County,  this  state,  in  the  year  1916,  and 
helped  his  father  farm  on  Dead  Lake  Prairie,  where  they  owned  80  acres  of 
land.  In  the  year  1894,  Mr.  Brunett  was  married,  May  3,  at  Durand,  Wis.,  to 
Miss  Elenora  Manor,  daughter  of  William  and  Mary  (Martin)  Manor,  the  lat¬ 
ter  of  whom  died  Oct.  14,  1892,  and  the  former  of  whom  is  living  with  one  of 
his  daughters.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Brunett  have  six  children:  Charles  William 
was  born  March  22,  1895.  He  married  Bessie  V.  Peer  in  the  year  1915.  They 
have  three  children,  Dolores,  Alice  and  Shirley.  Mary  Emeline  was  born  Feb. 
24,  1897,  was  married  to  Galen  Anderson  in  1917.  They  have  had  two  chil¬ 
dren,  Hugh  Robert  and  Elenora  Nettie.  The  oldest  child  died  in  1919.  Eunice 
M.  was  born  Feb.  15,  1899,  was  married  to  Budd  Peer  in  1916.  They  have  one 
child,  Donald  William.  Alonzo  J.  was  born  April  26,  1901.  Alfred  J.  was 
born  May  26,  1903,  and  Galen  Percy  was  born  June  29,  1909.  The  three  eldest 
were  born  in  Pepin  County,  this  state,  and  the  three  youngest  in  Barron  County, 
this  state.  Mr.  Brunett  came  to  Rice  Lake,  Dec.  13,  1899,  and  worked  two  years 
at  common  labor.  Two  years  later  he  purchased  a  farm  in  the  town  of  Cedar 
Lake,  which  afterward  became  the  town  of  Doyle.  His  parents  lived  with  him 
until  their  death.  The  mother  died  Jan.  19,  1904,  and  the  father,  Feb.  20,  1910. 
They  lived  in  the  town  of  Doyle  until  the  year  of  1916,  when  they  purchased  a 
farm  of  40  acres  in  the  town  of  Rice  Lake.  Buildings  had  been  erected  and 
about  fifteen  acres  cleared,  the  rest  being  stump  land.  He  has  made  some  im- 
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provements  and  has  brought  the  place  to  a  satisfactory  stage  of  improvement. 
The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

Hans  P.  Rasmussen,  a  progressive  farmer  residing  in  Section  4  and  also 
owning  land  in  Section  3,  Clinton  Township,  was  born  in  Denmark,  Jan.  15, 
1872,  the  son  of  Soren  and  Christina  Rasmussen.  The  parents,  also  natives  of 
that  country,  came  to  America  in  1885  and  settled  on  40  acres  near  Albert  Lea, 
in  Freeborn  County,  Minn.,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  Of 
the  ten  children,  all  born  in  Denmark,  there  are  now  living  seven :  Mary,  Hans 
P.  and  Henry  (twins),  Charles,  Robert,  Louis  and  Olena.  Mary,  a  widow,  lives 
in  Mankato,  Minn.  By  her  first  husband,  N.  P.  Nelson,  she  has  seven  chil¬ 
dren  ;  and  by  her  second  husband,  Andrew  Jenson,  she  has  five  children.  Henry 
and  Charles  live  in  Greely,  Colo.  Louis  farms  at  Regent,  North  Dakota.  Olena 
is  the  wife  of  Frank  P.  Mortenson,  of  Albert  Lea,  Minn.  Robert  lives  in  Man¬ 
kato,  Minn.,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the  dairy  business.  He  married  Olava 
Olson,  of  Albert  Lea,  who  is  now  deceased.  Hans  P.  Rasmussen  attended 
school  in  his  native  land,  and  was  a  boy  of  thirteen  when  brought  to  Minne¬ 
sota  by  his  parents.  He  continued  his  schooling  at  Albert  Lea,  and  worked 
on  his  father’s  farm.  In  1896  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  purchased  80 
acres  of  wild  cut-over  land  in  Sections  3  and  4,  Clinton  Township.  He  erected 
a  small  frame  house,  and  started  clearing  a  farm  among  the  stumps.  As  time 
passed,  his  hard  work  brought  prosperity.  He  has  replaced  the  small  house 
with  a  pleasant,  modern,  nine-room  dwelling,  furnished  with  many  conveni¬ 
ences.  The  excellent  set  of  buildings  also  includes  a  good  barn,  30  by  60  feet, 
a  machine  shed,  silo,  granary  and  swine  house.  The  farm  is  well  kept  and 
excellently  equipped  with  modern  machinery.  Here  Mr.  Rasmussen  carries  on 
general  farming  and  dairying,  and  has  a  good  herd  of  full-blooded  Holstein 
cattle  with  a  full-blooded  sire.  In  addition  to  the  home  place,  he  owns  a  farm 
of  40  acres,  half  a  mile  away  in  Cumberland,  which  his  son,  Russell,  is  farm¬ 
ing.  Mr.  Rasmussen  is  one  of  the  leading  men  of  his  community.  He  is  a 
stockholder  in  the  McKinley  Telephone  Co.,  the  Barron  Creamery  Co.,  the  Pos- 
kin  Co-operative  Store  Co.,  and  the  Farmers'  Terminal  Packing  Co.  of  Newport, 
Minn.  In  public  affairs  he  is  doing  excellent  service  as  a  member  of  the  town 
board  and  as  a  member  of  his  school  board.  Mr.  Rasmussen  was  married  at 
Albert  Lea,  Sept.  13,  1899,  to  Mary  Peterson,  who  was  born  in  Denmark,  Nov. 
26,  1874,  the  daughter  of  Jens  and  Elizabeth  (Matson)  Peterson,  who  spent  the 
span  of  their  years  in  that  country.  Three  of  the  Peterson  family,  besides 
Mrs.  Rasmussen,  are  living  in  the  United  States.  Mads  is  in  Wesby,  Mont. 
Sina  is  the  wife  of  Arthur  Nelson,  of  Albert  Lea.  Kirsten,  the  wife  of  Anton 
Winter,  of  Flaxton,  N.  D.,  died  Aug.  13,  1919.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rasmussen  have 
a  fine  family  of  seven  children:  Russell  W.,  Arthur  Victor,  Elsie  Esther,  Ray¬ 
mond  Alvin,  Hazel  Mildred,  Olive  Reberta  and  Donald  Woodrow,  all  living  at 
home.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

Erling  H.  Anderson,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Section  9,  Stanley  Township, 
was  born  in  Norway,  July  9,  1894,  eldest  of  the  nine  children  of  Johakim  and 
Edle  Anderson,  who  brought  the  family  to  America  in  1899,  and  after  living  a 
while  in  Iowa,  settled  in  Washburn  County,  this  state.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  reared  in  Iowa  and  in  Washburn  County,  this  state,  attended  rural 
schools,  and  learned  farming  from  his  parents.  He  early  started  out  for  him¬ 
self,  working  first  as  a  farm  helper.  In  the  fall  of  1920  he  purchased  80  acres 
in  Section  9,  Stanley  Township.  To  the  development  and  operation  of  this 
place  he  is  now  giving  his  attention.  He  has  a  good  start  in  life,  and  years 
of  success  are  opening  pleasantly  before  him.  His  place  is  well  equipped  and 
well  stocked,  and  Mr.  Anderson  is  doing  his  share  in  every  respect  as  a  good 
citizen.  Mr.  Anderson  was  married  March  1,  1917,  at  Rice  Lake,  Wis.,  to  Flor¬ 
ence  Solum,  who  was  born  in  Rice  Lake,  Wis.,  June  8,  1894,  daughter  of  Edward 
and  Catherine  (Burger)  Solum.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson  have  two  bright  chil¬ 
dren:  Esther,  born  March  10,  1918,  and  Erline,  born  June  2,  1919.  The  family 
faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 
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Carl  Victor  Peterson,  veteran  of  the  World  War,  and  energetic  farmer  of 
Section  19,  Stanley  Township,  was  born  in  Britt,  Hancock  County,  Iowa,  Feb. 
26,  1896,  son  of  Edward  and  Mary  (Olson)  Peterson,  natives  of  Denmark,  who 
came  to  this  country  as  young  people,  and  were  married  in  Britt,  Iowa.  He 
received  his  education  in  the  public  schools,  and  in  the  Bible  Institute  and 
Academy  at  Rushford,  Minn.  Then  he  went  to  Minneapolis,  and  learned  the 
machinists’  trade,  which  he  followed  there  for  two  years.  In  1918,  he  en¬ 
listed  in  the  Headquarters  Company  of  the  337th  Field  Artillery.  He  left 
this  country  for  overseas  May  18,  1918,  reached  Liverpool,  England,  June  1, 
and  La  Havre,  France,  June  5.  He  trained  at  Camp  La  Courtine;  went  into 
action  August  20  on  the  Toul  sectors;  retired  August  28;  went  to  the  St. 
Mihiel  front  Sept.  1;  went  into  action;  retired  Sept.  20;  went  into  action  Oct. 
6  at  Argonne  Woods  and  stayed  in  till  Nov.  8,  when  he  was  retired  and  camped 
at  St.  Menhold  till  Dec.  19,  when  he  moved  into  Hartz.  There  he  was  injured 
in  a  motor  cycle  accident  and  was  sent  to  the  hospital.  March  4,  1919,  he  left 
Marseilles  aboard  the  hospital  ship  Argentia,  landed  at  New  York,  March  26, 
and  was  assigned  to  Camp  Mills.  April  1,  he  was  transferred  to  Camp  Mer¬ 
ritt,  N.  J.,  and  on  April  12  sent  to  Camp  Dodge,  Iowa,  where  he  was  discharged 
April  16,  1919.  After  his  discharge  he  came  to  Ridgeland,  Wis.,  and  on  Oct. 
16,  1919,  purchased  his  present  farm  of  eighty  acres  in  Section  19,  Stanley 
Township.  Here  he  has  erected  a  silo  and  made  other  improvements.  He  car¬ 
ries  on  general  farming  and  dairying  and  has  a  good  herd  of  Holstein  cattle. 
Mr.  Peterson  was  married  Dec.  28,  1917,  to  Minda  Hoyland,  of  Stanley  Town¬ 
ship,  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Cora  (Sandbolokken)  Hoyland,  natives  of  Nor¬ 
way.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peterson  have  two  children:  Victor  Rodger,  born  Dec.  4, 
1918;  and  Adalina  Vida,  born  Aug.  4,  1920.  The  family  attends  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

Henry  Ambrose  Wells,  a  well-known  farmer  of  Section  30,  Stanley  Town¬ 
ship,  is  a  native  of  this  state,  born  in  a  pioneer  log  cabin  at  Big  Spring,  Adams 
County,  March  14,  1866,  the  son  of  Simeon  L.  and  Mary  Ann  (Smith)  Wells, 
natives  respectively  of  Vermont  and  Quebec.  He  attended  the  school  in  his 
neighborhood  and  was  reared  to  farm  pursuits.  As  a  young  man  he  divided  his 
time  between  farm  work  and  work  in  the  lumber  woods.  For  a  time  he  was 
located  at  Cartwright,  now  New  Auburn,  Chippewa  County.  From  there  he 
came  to  Barron  County  and  worked  in  the  mills  here.  Then  he  rented  a  farm  in 
Stanley  Township.  He  continued  as  a  renter  until  1903  when  he  purchased  a 
tract  in  Section  9,  Stanley  Township.  In  1908  he  sold  that  and  purchased  his 
present  place  of  80  acres  in  Section  30,  Stanley  Township.  This  was  practically 
all  wild  land.  Only  three  acres  had  been  cultivated,  and  no  buildings  had  been 
erected.  Since  then  he  has  continued  the  clearing,  and  has  gradually  added 
to  the  cultivated  acres.  His  first  house  was  a  frame  structure,  14  by  24  feet. 
To  this  he  has  added  from  time  to  time  until  he  now  has  a  substantial  and  com¬ 
fortable  home.  He  has  also  erected  a  commodious  barn  and  other  structures. 
Here  he  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  making  a  specialty  of  Guern¬ 
sey  cattle  and  Chester  White  swine.  In  addition  to  his  farm  work,  Mr.  Wells 
has  had  charge  for  several  winters  of  the  transportation  of  the  school  chil¬ 
dren  of  his  district  to  school  at  Cameron.  He  was  married  at  Chetek,  July  4, 
1886,  to  Louise  Gray,  who  was  born  at  Briggsville,  Wis.,  on  Aug.  1,  1869,  the 
daughter  of  Thaddeus  and  Susan  (Winchell)  Gray.  This  union  has  been 
blessed  with  nine  children:  Clinton,  Arthur  Clayton,  Orlin  Justis,  Jesse  Henry, 
Clifford  Ambrose,  Archie,  Margie,  Ernest  and  Cedric.  Clinton  was  born  in 
Chippewa  County,  this  state,  June  19,  1887.  Arthur  Clayton  was  born  in  Chip¬ 
pewa  County,  May  26,  1889,  and  died  Aug.  6,  1889.  Orlin  Justis  was  born  at 
Cartwright,  Wis.,  Dec.  14,  1892.  Clifford  Ambrose  was  born  at  Rice  Lake,  Nov. 
14,  1895,  and  died  Feb.  21,  1896.  Jesse  Henry  was  born  at  Rice  Lake,  March  11, 
1897.  Archie  was  born  at  Rice  Lake,  March  18,  1899.  Margie  was  born  in 
Stanley  Township,  March  10,  1902.  Ernest  was  born  in  Stanley  Township, 
May  26,  1906.  Cedric  was  born  in  Rice  Lake,  Nov.  18,  1908.  Clinton  married 
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Edith  Henry,  and  they  live  in  Rice  Lake.  They  have  two  children,  Vemice  Z. 
and  Margie  M.  Orlin  Justis  married  Lucy  Clark,  and  they  live  at  Dallas.  They 
have  three  children,  Charles  E.,  Gordon  and  Clayton.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wells  are 
very  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Cameron, 
and  he  is  one  of  the  trustees,  while  she  is  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School. 
She  is  secretary  of  the  Woman’s  Foreign  Missionary  Society  of  the  Church,  and 
official  in  the  Cameron  W.  C.  T.  U.,  and  a  member  of  the  Royal  Neighbors.  The 
children  have  all  been  reared  in  the  church,  and  at  a  suitable  age  the  older 
ones  have  become  Sunday  School  teachers. 

Carl  Lucht,  an  early  settler,  now  living  retired  on  his  good  farm  in  Sec¬ 
tion  22,  Stanley  Township,  was  born  in  Germany,  Sept.  22,  1849,  one  of  the  six 
children  of  Michael  and  Caroline  Lucht.  He  was  reared  and  educated  in  his 
native  land,  and  learned  farming  from  his  father.  At  an  early  age  he  was 
apprenticed  to  a  mason  and  from  him  learned  the  trade.  He  was  married  in 
Germany,  and  there  had  three  children.  In  1884,  he  came  to  America,  and  set¬ 
tled  at  Old  Cameron,  in  Stanley  Township,  where  he  worked  the  first  summer 
as  a  section  man  on  the  “Soo”  line  in  that  neighborhood.  Then  for  some  time 
he  worked  at  his  trade  as  a  mason  in  the  summer  time  and  in  the  woods  in  the 
winter  time.  Then  he  took  up  farming,  and  after  renting  farms  for  a  while, 
bought  his  present  place  of  160  acres  in  Section  22,  Stanley  Township.  This 
tract  was  mostly  wild.  By  hard  work  he  cleared  the  place,  put  up  suitable 
buildings,  and  achieved  success.  At  first  he  had  to  get  along  as  best  he  could 
with  few  implements  and  tools,  and  with  but  meager  equipment.  He  cut  his 
first  wheat  with  a  cradle,  and  also  helped  his  neighbors  cut  theirs  the  same 
way.  His  wife  brought  with  her  to  this  country  a  spinning  wheel,  and  on  this 
she  used  to  spin  yarn  to  make  jackets  for  her  husband  and  children.  She  still 
has  the  spinning  wheel,  and  still  works  at  it  a  little  each  day.  The  two  toiled 
together,  early  and  late,  developed  a  good  farm,  raised  their  children,  and  took 
their  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  neighborhood.  They  have  been  staunch  sup¬ 
porters  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church  at  Cameron,  and  helped  to  build  the 
first  church.  Mrs.  Lucht  was  Amelia  Wolf,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Anestina 
Wolf,  who  came  to  the  United  States  and  settled  in  Wisconsin  in  1890.  The 
children  born  in  Germany  were,  Bertha,  Albert  (deceased)  and  Ida.  The  chil¬ 
dren  born  in  the  United  States  are,  Emma,  Anna  and  Otto.  Otto  was  born 
Oct.  18,  1897.  He  is  one  of  the  popular  young  men  of  the  township,  is  taking 
his  part  in  public  affairs,  and  is  successfully  operating  the  home  farm  along 
modern  lines. 

Perry  S.  Scott,  an  influential  farmer  of  Section  30,  Stanley  Township,  was 
born  in  Madison  County,  New  York,  Sept.  5,  1871,  son  of  Henry  and  Lucenia 
(Mason)  Scott,  both  descended  from  Colonial  families.  The  father,  who  was 
a  miller  by  trade,  died  in  New  York  State,  leaving  two  children,  Perry  S.  and 
Mary.  The  mother  later  married  Judson  Briggs.  Perry  S.  was  reared  and  edu¬ 
cated  on  the  farm  in  New  York  State.  At  the  age  of  seventeen,  in  1889,  he  was 
brought  to  Wisconsin  by  his  step-father  and  mother,  who  settled  on  a  farm  in 
Otter  Creek  Township,  Eau  Claire  County.  He  remained  at  home  for  a  while, 
and  after  attaining  his  majority,  started  renting  farms.  He  purchased  his 
present  place  in  March,  1919,  and  brought  here  the  fine  herd  of  Guernsey  cat¬ 
tle  which  he  had  previously  developed.  He  here  successfully  carries  on  gen¬ 
eral  farming,  and  although  comparatively  a  newcomer,  has  already  attained  a 
position  of  importance  in  local  affairs.  He  stands  for  everything  that  he  be¬ 
lieves  to  be  for  the  best  interests  of  the  community,  and  is  an  enthusiastic 
worker  in  the  cause  of  good  schools.  Cattle  and  good  stock  are  his  hobby,  and 
the  results  he  has  achieved  have  justified  his  interest.  Mr.  Scott  was  married 
Oct.  24,  1900,  to  Elgie  B.  Chrysler,  bom  in  Eau  Claire  County,  April  20,  1880, 
daughter  of  Philip  and  Miranda  (Ketchum)  Chrysler,  both  descended  from 
early  Colonial  families.  The  parents  came  to  Columbia  County,  this  state,  as 
young  people  and  were  there  married.  Later  they  settled  in  Eau  Claire  County. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scott  have  four  children:  Alice  E.,  Leeta  M.,  Perry  Mason  and 
Helen  Grace. 

August  Gumm,  for  many  years  a  prominent  man  in  Cameron  Village,  was 
born  in  Pomerania,  Germany,  and  was  there  reared  and  educated  and  there 
married  Fredericka  Schwanbeck.  They  came  to  America  in  1880,  and  after 
living  in  Menomonie  for  nine  months,  came  to  Stanley  Township.  It  cost  $8 
to  get  the  family  here,  and  to  pay  it,  Mr.  Gumm  had  to  borrow  fifty  cents  from 
Peter  Martin,  a  well-known  man  in  those  days.  Thus  the  family  started.  Mr. 
Gumm  worked  at  such  jobs  as  he  could  find.  He  was  employed  on  farms,  he 
helped  to  clear  the  streets  of  Old  Cameron,  he  worked  in  the  potato  warehouse 
at  New  Cameron,  and  also  earned  money  in  other  ways  while  his  wife  worked 
out  at  housework.  Later  the  family  achieved  prosperity,  and  for  fifteen  years 
Mr.  Gumm  was  section  foreman  for  the  Omaha.  He  died  at  the  age  of  62  and  his 
wife  is  now  living  at  Faribault,  Minn.  He  was  active  in  the  German  Lutheran 
Church,  and  was  active  in  organizing  the  congregation  in  Cameron,  serving 
for  several  years  as  trustee. 

August  F.  Gumm,  farmer  of  Section  20,  Stanley  Township,  was  born  in 
Pomerania,  Germany,  Nov.  6,  1876,  the  son  of  August  and  Fredericka  (Schwan¬ 
beck)  Gumm,  who  brought  him  to  Menomonie,  this  state,  in  1880,  and  to  Cam¬ 
eron  nine  months  later.  He  was  educated  in  Cameron  and  Duluth,  Minn.,  and 
as  a  youth  was  employed  on  various  farms.  He  bought  his  present  place  of  77 
acres  in  1899.  The  tract  was  then  wild,  covered  with  brush  and  stumps.  He 
cleared  up  the  land,  put  it  under  the  plow,  fenced  it,  and  brought  it  to  a  high 
stage  of  cultivation.  He  has  also  erected  a  good  set  of  buildings,  and  alto¬ 
gether  has  as  good  a  place  as  is  to  be  found  in  the  neighborhood.  He  has 
served  in  public  office  practically  all  the  time  since  he  was  twenty-one,  having 
served  as  treasurer  of  Cameron  Village  and  clerk  of  Stanley  Township.  He  is 
manager  of  the  Cameron  Live  Stock  Shipping  Association,  in  which  he  has 
taken  a  deep  interest.  He  is  a  skilled  musician,  and  for  ten  years  has  been 
leader  of  the  Cameron  Cornet  Band.  Mr.  Gumm  was  married  May  9,  1900,  to 
Emma  Boortz,  who  was  born  in  Stanley  Township,  Feb.  7,  1878,  daughter  of 
John  and  Bertha  (Klemp)  Boortz,  early  settlers.  This  union  has  been  blessed 
with  two  children,  Curtis  and  Harold.  Curtis  was  born  Sept.  19,  1904,  and 
Harold  was  born  March,  1901.  There  is  also  an  adopted  daughter,  Beatrice, 
born  May  29,  1909. 

William  Arthur  Jorstad,  a  modern  farmer  of  Section  17,  Stanley  Town¬ 
ship,  is  a  native  of  this  township,  born  in  a  log  cabin,  Feb.  13,  1881,  the  son 
of  Ole  and  Fredericka  (Frederickson)  Jorstad,  pioneers.  He  received  his  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  log  schoolhouse  in  the  neighborhood,  and  learned  farming  from 
his  parents.  In  1901  he  left  home  and  became  a  clerk  in  the  hardware  store 
of  Ed.  Post,  at  Cameron.  Later  he  opened  a  hardware  store  of  his  own  in  that 
village,  which  he  conducted  for  about  eight  years.  But  he  was  still  interested 
in  farming,  so  he  sold  the  business  and  bought  his  present  place  of  136  acres. 
This  place  had  been  improved  by  his  father,  and  he  has  continued  its  develop¬ 
ment.  The  farm  is  a  model  in  every  particular.  The  house  and  barn  have 
modern  improvements,  including  electric  lights,  and  the  farm  equipment  is  of 
the  best.  Mr.  Jorstad  has  a  fine  herd  of  pure-blooded  Guernseys  and  a  good 
drove  of  Poland-China  swine.  He  is  successful  in  his  endeavors  and  is  re¬ 
garded  as  one  of  the  most  prominent  men  in  the  community.  In  public  life  he 
has  held  various  offices,  including  membership  on  the  town  board.  His  busi¬ 
ness  holdings  include  stock  in  the  Cameron  Stock  Shipping  Association,  in 
which  he  is  a  director.  He  was  married  Dec.  28,  1910,  to  Nora  Olson,  who  was 
born  in  Stanley  Township,  Dec.  6,  1889,  daughter  of  William  and  Alice  Olson, 
the  pioneers.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Charles  Cook,  a  progressive  young  farmer  of  Rice  Lake  Township,  was 
born  in  Dundee,  Ill.,  Oct.  8,  1889,  the  fifth  of  the  nine  children  of  Charles  and 
Caroline  Cook.  The  parents  were  worthy  people,  born  in  Germany,  who  came 
to  the  United  States,  located  at  Dundee,  Ill.,  and  from  there  moved  to  Batavia, 
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Ill.  Charles  was  a  young  boy  when  the  family  moved  to  Batavia.  He  attended 
school  there  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  struck  out  for  himself.  For  some  years 
he  worked  in  a  foundry  as  a  core  maker.  Then,  desiring  outdoor  work,  he 
took  up  farming.  May  3,  1920,  in  partnership  with  his  brother-in-law,  Harry 
Hoover,  who  married  his  sister,  Elsie,  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  engaged 
in  farming  on  a  farm  which  they  rented  from  W.  H.  Clark.  The  property  was 
well  improved  and  the  young  men  kept  it  up  in  the  best  of  shape.  They  were 
successful  in  their  operations  and  took  particular  pride  in  the  good  herd  of 
cattle  on  the  place.  They  favored  the  Jersey  breed  as  being  well  suited  for 
general  purposes  in  this  part  of  the  state.  In  November,  1921,  the  partner¬ 
ship  was  dissolved  and  Mr.  Cook  became  proprietor  of  a  fine  farm  of  80  acres  in 
Section  34,  Rice  Lake  Township.  He  is  one  of  the  popular  young  men  of  the 
community,  being  well  liked  by  all  who  know  him.  He  takes  his  part  in  neigh¬ 
borhood  betterment,  as  a  good  citizen,  and  has  already  got  a  good  start  in  life. 
He  takes  delight  in  making  his  home  one  of  the  social  centers  of  the  vicinity, 
and  his  doors  are  always  open  to  his  friends. 

Harry  W.  Hoover,  a  farmer  residing  in  Section  14,  Stanley  Township,  was 
born  at  Geneva,  Ill.,  Nov.  9,  1887,  son  of  Ebenezer  and  Julia  (Beam)  Hoover. 
He  was  educated  in  the  grammar  schools  of  Batavia,  Ill.,  after  which  he  learned 
the  moulders’  trade  in  the  U.  S.  Wind  Engine  Co.’s  plant  at  Batavia,  mastering 
its  every  detail,  and  he  subsequently  followed  it  both  there  and  at  Beloit,  Wis., 
to  which  place  he  went  in  1912,  for  a  total  period  of  thirteen  years,  or  until 
1919.  In  the  latter  year  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  took  up  farming  for 
W.  H.  Clark  in  Stanley  Township.  In  the  following  year  he  formed  a  partner¬ 
ship  with  his  brother-in-law,  Charles  Cook.  They  rented  the  Clark  farm  and 
there  followed  general  agriculture  together  until  the  fall  of  1921,  when  the  part¬ 
nership  was  dissolved,  Mr.  Hoover  taking  full  charge  of  the  Clark  farm,  while 
Mr.  Cook  went  to  another  farm  in  Rice  Lake  Township.  Mr.  Hoover’s  farm 
consists  of  160  acres  of  fertile  land  in  Section  14,  fully  equipped  with  stock 
and  machinery,  and  an  excellent  set  of  buildings,  including  the  residence.  He 
is  breeding  into  Jersey  cattle,  having  a  fine  lot  of  grade  cows,  with  a  full- 
blooded  sire  at  the  head.  He  is  a  progressive  farmer,  modern  in  his  methods 
and,  as  a  man,  stands  high  in  his  community.  He  is  connected  religiously  with 
the  M.  E.  Church  and  fraternally  with  the  Court  of  Honor.  Mr.  Hoover  was 
married  Feb.  21,  1913,  to  Elsie  Cook,  and  they  have  one  child,  Harriet,  born 
Oct.  14,  1916. 

Henry  E.  Kisling,  town  official  and  active  citizen  of  Section  28,  Stanley 
Township,  was  born  in  Baltimore,  Maryland,  July  4,  1869,  son  of  Louis  and 
Christina  (Rank)  Kisling.  The  father  died  when  Henry  E.  was  four  years 
of  age.  The  mother  then  came  to  Ohio,  and  here  she  married  Mr.  Semuth.  The 
family  came  to  Barron  County,  in  1879,  and  settled  in  Stanley  township.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  attended  school  when  he  could,  but  spent  most  of  his 
time  helping  at  home,  assisting  to  clear  the  place.  He  was  but  little  more  than 
a  boy  when  he  started  working  in  the  woods  during  the  winter  season.  As  a 
young  man  he  rented  various  farms  in  this  county.  In  1890  he  bought  a  farm 
of  80  acres  near  Haugen,  in  Oak  Grove  Township,  this  county.  Three  years 
later  he  sold  and  went  to  Spooner  where  he  was  a  section  man  on  the  railroad. 
Then  he  became  a  foreman  of  a  fencing  crew  on  the  Omaha  Short  Line  from 
Rice  Lake  to  Birchwood.  After  that  he  was  section  foreman  between  Couderay 
and  Birchwood  fourteen  months.  Then  he  purchased  a  dray  line  at  Cameron 
and  operated  it  for  a  year  and  a  half.  But  his  aspirations  still  turned  to  farm¬ 
ing,  so  that  in  1904  he  bought  36  acres  in  Section  28,  Stanley  Township,  on  the 
outskirts  of  the  village.  To  this  he  later  added  31  acres  more.  He  has  im¬ 
proved  the  place,  has  a  good  house,  barn  and  other  buildings,  and  successfully 
carries  on  general  farming.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  town  board  for 
nine  years,  and  has  also  been  a  member  of  the  health  board.  For  one  year  he 
was  secretary  of  the  Cameron  Telephone  Co.  For  the  past  five  years  he  has 
driven  the  buss  for  the  children  to  attend  the  Cameron  school.  Fraternally, 
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he  ia  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows,  both  of  the  subordinate  lodge  and  the  en¬ 
campment.  Mr.  Kisling  was  married  in  1890  to  Ella  Coon,  and  to  this  union 
were  born  three  children,  Alfred,  Myrtle  and  Percy.  On  May  4,  1905,  he  mar¬ 
ried  Rose  Nelson,  who  was  born  in  Maple  Grove  Township,  this  county,  April 
23,  1887,  daughter  of  Hans  and  Carrie  Nelson.  This  union  has  been  blessed 
with  five  children:  Helmer  was  born  Nov.  29,  1907;  Mabel  was  born  Sept.  21, 
1911;  Luella  was  born  Nov.  1,  1913;  Valoris  was  born  March  27,  1916;  Lloyd 
was  born  March  27,  1918. 

Herman  A.  Lemke,  proprietor  of  Pine  Valley  Dairy  Farm,  an  energetic  citi¬ 
zen  of  Stanley  Township,  who  is  successfully  operating  the  home  place  in  Sec¬ 
tion  32,  is  a  life-long  resident,  and  has  held  the  esteem  and  respect  of  his  fel- 
lowmen  from  boyhood  up.  He  was  born  on  the  place  where  he  now  lives,  Feb. 
16,  1883,  the  son  of  Herman  and  Albertine  Lemke,  who,  at  that  time,  were 
still  living  in  their  pioneer  log  cabin.  He  was  reared  to  farm  pursuits,  and 
attended  school  in  the  historic  old  frame  building  in  Cameron.  He  lost  his 
father  at  the  age  of  eleven,  and  manhood’s  responsibilities  early  fell  upon  his 
shoulders.  The  farm  consists  of  160  acres  of  good  land,  well  fenced  and  well 
stocked.  Mr.  Lemke  has  erected  a  good  set  of  buildings,  and  has  made  many 
improvements,  and  the  whole  place  bespeaks  his  thrift  and  energy  and  the 
pride  he  takes  in  the  place  which  has  been  the  family  homestead  for  so  many 
long  years.  Mr.  Lemke  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  his  good  herd 
being  of  the  Guernsey  breed.  He  is  a  thorough  believer  in  every  organization 
that  assists  in  the  progress  of  the  community,  and  is  president  of  the  Cameron 
Live  Stock  Shipping  Association  and  a  director  of  the  Cameron  Farmers’  Tele¬ 
phone  Co.  All  in  all,  he  is  one  of  the  useful  men  of  the  community,  and  has  in 
all  ways  done  his  share  toward  its  development. 

Andrew  Bakke,  an  estimable  farmer  of  Section  16,  Stanley  Township,  was 
born  in  the  City  of  Drobak,  Norway,  Nov.  27,  1864,  youngest  of  the  four  chil¬ 
dren  of  Ole  and  Anna  Christensen.  The  father  was  a  sailor,  and  a  famous 
government  pilot,  and  sailed  the  seas  of  northern  Europe,  and  touched  at  most 
of  the  principal  ports  of  Norway,  Sweden,  Denmark,  Russia,  Germany,  Bel¬ 
gium,  Holland,  France  and  England.  Andrew  was  reared  in  the  city,  attended 
the  city  schools,  and  as  a  youth,  took  several  ocean  trips  with  his  father.  In 
1884,  he  came  to  America,  and  located  in  Chippewa  Falls,  this  state,  where  he 
was  employed  four  years  in  the  mills  and  in  the  lumber  woods.  Then  he  went 
to  Ironwood,  Mich.,  where  he  worked  for  four  years  in  the  mines.  There  he 
married.  Then  he  went  to  Superior,  Wis.,  where  he  was  employed  in  the  ship¬ 
yards  for  twelve  years.  At  the  end  of  this  period  he  bought  a  tract  of  land  in 
Aitkin  County,  Minn.,  and  took  up  farming.  In  1905  he  came  to  Barron  County, 
and  took  up  carpenter  work,  two  years  at  Barron,  and  seven  years  at  Cameron. 
He  bought  his  present  place  of  80  acres  in  Section  16,  Stanley  Township,  in 
1914.  The  place  was  all  wild,  and  covered  with  standing  timber.  To  the  devel¬ 
opment  of  this  place,  he  has  since  devoted  his  time  and  attention.  He  has 
put  up  a  good  home,  a  barn,  32  by  58  feet,  and  other  buildings,  and  has  cleared 
about  50  acres  of  the  land.  He  has  good  stock  and  good  equipment,  and  is 
considered  one  of  the  successful  men  of  his  neighborhood.  When  he  started 
he  had  two  cows  and  a  team  of  horses.  He  now  has  a  good  herd  of  cows,  and 
some  good  horses,  as  well  as  a  flourishing  drove  of  swine,  and  a  large  flock  of 
fowls.  As  a  father,  he  is  deeply  interested  in  education  and  the  training  of 
the  coming  generation,  and  has  served  as  clerk  of  his  school  district.  Mr. 
Bakke  was  married  at  Ironwood,  Mich.,  Sept.  13,  1887,  to  Annette  Anderson, 
a  native  of  Norway,  born  at  Drammon,  Norway,  April  29,  1869.  This  union 
has  been  blessed  with  ten  children:  Oscar,  who  is  at  Rice  Lake;  Westy,  who  is 
at  Rice  Lake;  John,  who  is  at  Barron;  Ruth,  the  wife  of  Joseph  Fliflet,  of 
Barron  Township;  Esther,  who  is  employed  as  a  bookkeeper  at  the  Fair, 
Rice  Lake;  Daniel,  who  helps  with  the  farm  work;  Marie,  who  is  attending  the 
high  school  at  Rice  Lake;  and  the  three  younger  ones,  Martin,  Charles  and 
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Wilma,  who  are  attending  the  district  school.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the 
Free  Mission  Church. 

Franklin  Charles  Durkee,  Sections  34  and  35,  Stanley  Township,  public 
official  and  prosperous  farmer,  proprietor  of  the  Prairie  Lake  Farm,  and  for¬ 
mer  railroad  station  agent,  was  born  in  Canada,  May  29,  1862,  the  son  of  E.  W. 
and  Louisa  (Ballard)  Durkee,  both  natives  of  Canada,  he  being  descended  from 
farming  people,  while  her  father  was  a  M.  E.  clergyman.  Franklin  Charles, 
who  was  the  oldest  of  five  children,  was  brought  to  the  States  when  he  was 
three  months  old,  and  located  in  Michigan.  The  family  took  him  back  to  Can¬ 
ada  for  a  while,  but  then  again  returned  to  Michigan.  Franklin  C.  remained 
with  his  parents  until  some  time  after  attaining  his  majority.  As  a  young 
man,  he  did  farm  work,  logged  in  the  woods,  and  helped  on  river  drives.  Then 
he  learned  telegraphy.  In  1891  he  came  to  Cameron  as  telegraph  operator  here, 
and  was  thus  employed  for  about  one  and  a  half  years.  Then  he  was  trans¬ 
ferred  to  Bloomer,  in  Chippewa  County,  where  he  was  agent  for  a  long  time. 
In  the  spring  of  1907  he  purchased  84  acres  of  land  in  Sections  34  and  35, 
Stanley  Township.  This  was  partly  cleared,  and  a  house  and  old  log  barn  stood 
on  the  place,  in  Section  35.  The  house  has  been  remodeled,  a  large  new  barn 
built,  and  other  smaller  buildings  erected.  The  farm  has  been  developed  into 
its  present  excellent  condition.  The  usual  crops  are  raised,  a  specialty  being 
made  of  good  Guernsey  cattle.  Mr.  Durkee  has  been  interested  in  public  af¬ 
fairs  and  is  now  serving  as  town  clerk  of  Stanley  Township,  having  first  been 
elected  in  1912.  He  has  just  installed  an  individual  electric  light  plant  for 
lighting  his  house  and  barns.  He  was  married  July  27,  1892,  to  Anna  Gehler, 
who  was  born  at  Green  Lake,  Wis.,  July  18,  1870,  daughter  of  Fred  and  Gusta 
(Mills)  Gehler,  both  of  whom  are  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Durkee  have  four 
children:  William  F.,  assistant  cashier  of  the  Farmers  and  Merchants  State 
Bank,  at  Virginia,  Minn.;  Frank  G.,  who  is  in  partnership  with  his  father;  and 
Gladys  May  and  Mildred  Esther,  who  are  students  and  still  reside  at  home. 

Andrew  B.  Hoff,  farmer  and  dairyman  of  Section  22,  Stanley  Township, 
comes  of  pioneer  stock.  He  was  born  in  a  log  cabin  on  his  father’s  farm  in 
Johnson  Township,  La  Grange  County,  Indiana,  July  7,  1858,  son  of  Michael 
and  Hannah  Hoff.  These  good  people  settled  in  Indiana  in  1837,  when  that 
state  was  still  largely  a  wilderness.  They  built  a  log  cabin  and  log  sheds, 
cleared  a  farm,  and  were  true  pioneers.  Andrew  B.  was  the  youngest  of  eight 
children.  He  attended  such  schools  as  the  neighborhood  afforded,  and  then 
took  a  six-months’  course  at  the  Northern  Indiana  Normal  at  Valparaiso,  Ind. 
Thus  prepared  he  went  to  Iowa,  and  rented  a  farm  in  Carroll  County.  There 
he  successfully  farmed  for  seven  years,  making  a  specialty  of  grain  and  swine. 
Then  he  went  to  Emmet  County,  and  purchased  a  farm,  and  there  successfully 
farmed  for  twenty-three  years.  He  carried  on  farming  in  all  its  branches,  but 
made  a  specialty  of  dairying  with  a  fine  herd  of  Shorthorns.  He  became  one 
of  the  leading  citizens  of  his  township,  a  man  of  importance  and  influence.  He 
served  in  town  and  school  offices,  and  took  part  in  everything  that  pertained 
to  the  progress  of  the  community.  He  decided,  however,  that  he  would  try  his 
fortunes  in  a  newer  country,  and  after  due  deliberation  fixed  upon  Barron 
County  as  the  scene  of  his  future  activities.  Accordingly,  he  came  to  Hills¬ 
dale,  in  Maple  Grove  Township.  In  1914  he  purchased  a  farm,  and  engaged  in 
the  dairy  business.  In  1920  he  bought  his  present  place  of  70  acres  in  Section 
22,  Stanley  Township.  He  has  a  good  place,  well  improved,  and  the  modern 
home  is  equipped  with  electric  lights,  and  other  conveniences.  Mr.  Hoff  is  in¬ 
troducing  the  latest  improved  methods  of  farming,  and  is  making  a  specialty 
of  Guernsey  cattle.  He  was  married  at  Estherville,  Iowa,  on  Feb.  24,  1897,  to 
Mary  Fernau,  the  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Caroline  (Schimel)  Fernau,  and  they 
have  two  children,  Clella,  born  May  11,  1901 ;  and  Everett,  born  Jan.  23,  1906. 

Levi  Wilkins,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Barron  County,  now  deceased, 
was  born  on  a  farm  in  Vermont,  March  24,  1831,  the  son  of  Nathaniel  and 
Filinda  Wilkins,  both  natives  of  that  state  and  descended  from  Colonial  stock. 
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In  the  family  there  were  five  children,  Levi  being  a  twin.  The  parents  came 
to  Wisconsin  in  the  forties,  and  settled  in  Green  Lake  County,  where  they 
farmed  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  Levi  was  reared  in  Vermont  and  in  Wis¬ 
consin.  In  the  latter  fifties  he  brought  his  wife  to  Chippewa  County,  this 
state,  where  they  settled  on  a  tract  of  wild  land.  There  they  established  them¬ 
selves  amid  the  crudest  conditions.  They  erected  a  log  cabin  and  started  to 
clear  the  land.  In  time  they  built  up  a  nice  little  farm,  and  a  frame  house 
and  barn  replaced  the  original  log  house.  They  were  well  on  their  way  to 
success  there,  but  they  had  heard  of  the  possibilities  in  Barron  County,  and 
decided  to  try  their  fortunes  here.  Accordingly,  he  drove  here  with  his  fam¬ 
ily,  in  1872,  making  the  trip  with  an  ox  team.  He  secured  a  homestead  of  160 
acres  in  Sumner  Township,  and  erected  a  log  cabin,  16  by  20  feet.  The  family 
lived  in  the  wagon  and  in  neighbors’  homes,  until  the  cabin  was  completed. 
For  a  while,  conditions  were  hard,  and  just  as  the  family  were  getting  a  little 
start  in  life,  the  stock  sickened  and  died.  But  they  persevered,  and  in  time, 
won  success.  At  first,  they  had  few  implements  and  no  machinery,  grain  was 
harvested  with  a  cradle.  Mr.  Wilkins  was  an  expert  cradler  and  worked  for 
his  neighbors,  cradling  their  wheat.  Gradually  good  farms  blossomed  in  among 
the  trees  and  stumps,  good  machinery  replaced  the  crude  devices  of  the  earlier 
day,  and  modern  comforts  replaced  the  hardships  and  makeshifts  of  pioneer 
life.  In  1899,  Mr.  Wilkins  sold  out,  and  bought  120  acres  in  Sections  27,  34  and 
36,  Stanley  Township.  He  rebuilt  the  house,  erected  a  new  barn,  and  made 
other  improvements.  On  this  place  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying 
April  29,  1903.  The  mother  still  resides  on  the  farm.  Mr.  Wilkins  was  mar¬ 
ried  Nov.  16,  1865,  to  Diantha  Borril,  who  was  born  on  a  farm  in  New  York 
State,  Jan.  9,  1838,  the  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Sallie  (Tweeten)  Borril,  natives 
of  that  state.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilkins  had  eleven  children:  Charles,  Lewis. 
Nathaniel,  Ardella,  Rosana,  Mary  Jane,  Effie,  Sarah  (deceased),  Inez  (de¬ 
ceased),  Floyd  (deceased)  and  Milton  (deceased).  Ardella  was  born  Dec.  9, 
1866;  Rosana,  June  11,  1860;  Charles,  Jan.  16,  1862;  Lewis,  Dec.  20,  1866; 
Mary  Jane,  Nov.  26,  1868;  Effie,  July  19,  1870;  and  Nathaniel,  Jan.  20,  1872. 

Nathaniel  Wilkins,  proprietor  of  the  White  Cloud  Stock  Farm,  in  Section 
27,  Stanley  Township,  was  born  in  Chippewa  County,  this  state,  Jan.  20,  1872, 
the  son  of  Levi  and  Diantha  (Borril)  Wilkins,  the  pioneers.  He  was  reared 
in  Sumner  Township,  came  to  the  present  farm  with  his  parents,  did  his  share 
of  the  work  on  the  home  farm,  and  since  the  death  of  his  father,  has  operated 
it.  He  is  one  of  the  energetic  men  of  his  neighborhood,  he  takes  an  interest  in 
everything  that  is  for  the  best  interests  of  the  county,  and  from  boyhood  up,  has 
done  his  duty  in  life  in  every  way.  He  carries  on  general  farming,  and  makes 
a  specialty  of  dairying  and  raising  good  stock.  He  was  married  Nov.  26,  1913, 
to  Tena  Javner,  daughter  of  Peter  Olson  and  Tena  Javner,  pioneers  of  Stanley 
Township,  this  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilkins  have  two  daughters,  Norma  Lor¬ 
etta  and  Blanche  Buhla. 

Thurgen  E.  (Tom)  Hagna,  now  living  retired  in  Rice  Lake,  has  developed 
a  good  farm  in  Stanley  Township,  and  has  in  every  way  taken  his  part  as  a 
good  citizen  in  the  affairs  of  the  community.  He  was  born  in  Norway,  June  24, 
1861,  and  was  there  reared  and  educated.  He  came  to  America  in  1881,  and 
located  in  Portage  County,  this  state,  where  he  worked  on  the  Northwestern 
Railroad  for  a  while,  then  operated  a  farm,  and  still  later  worked  in  the  lum¬ 
ber  woods,  where  he  logged,  drove  teams  and  worked  on  the  river  drives.  Then 
he  went  into  the  tailoring  business  at  Iola,  Waupaca  County,  this  state,  with 
his  brother,  Ambros,  under  the  firm  name  of  Hagna  Brothers.  In  this  business 
he  continued  for  eight  years.  He  then  determined  to  take  up  farming  as  his  life 
work.  Accordingly,  he  came  to  Barron  County,  and  bought  a  tract  of  land  in 
Section  26,  Stanley  Township.  A  log  house  had  been  erected,  and  sixty  acres 
had  been  cleared.  He  moved  into  the  log  cabin  with  his  family,  and  started  to 
develop  a  good  place.  He  and  his  wife,  and  the  children  as  they  grew  up, 
worked  early  and  late,  and  in  time  their  efforts  were  crowned  with  success. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  LEVI  WILKINS 
NATHANIEL  WILKINS  AND  FAMILY 
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The  place  was  increased  to  280  acres,  a  good  set  of  buildings  was  erected,  and 
the  farm  became  one  of  the  best  in  the  neighborhood.  It  is  now  known  as  the 
Clover  Leaf  Dairy  Farm,  and  is  operated  by  the  sons,  Melvin  A.,  William  O. 
and  Roy.  In  the  fall  of  1919,  Mr.  Hagna  moved  to  Rice  Lake,  where  he  has  a 
pleasant  home  at  11  Hatten  Avenue,  and  where  he  and  his  wife  are  spending  a 
well-deserved  rest  after  their  many  years  of  hard  labor.  They  are  honored  and 
respected  citizens,  and  are  greatly  liked  both  by  their  neighbors  in  Stanley 
Township,  and  by  their  new  friends  in  Rice  Lake.  Mr.  Hagna  was  married  at 
Iola,  Wis.,  on  Dec.  4,  1888,  to  Lizzie  Johnson,  a  native  of  Norway.  This  union 
has  been  blessed  with  eight  children:  Edward  Oscar,  Melvin  A.,  William  0., 
Roy,  Myrtle,  Clarence,  Iva  and  Dorris.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Nor¬ 
wegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Hans  Running,  of  Section  11,  Stanley  Towmship,  this  county,  was  born  in 
Norway,  Jan.  24,  1860,  and  was  there  reared  and  educated.  He  came  to  Amer¬ 
ica  at  the  age  of  twenty-two,  and  located  in  Waupaca  County,  this  state.  In 
1907  he  came  to  Barron  County  with  his  family  and  located  on  his  present 
farm.  He  was  married  May  19,  1892,  to  Mary  Wallen,  daughter  of  Ole  and 
Anna  Wallen,  natives  of  Norway,  and  early  settlers  of  Waupaca  County.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Running  had  four  children:  Eddie  (deceased)  Myrtle,  Agnes  and 
Orrin. 

The  Hagna  Brothers,  Melvin  A.,  William  0.  and  Roy,  are  the  proprietors 
of  the  Clover  Leaf  Dairy  Farm,  in  Stanley  Township,  one  of  the  best  farms  in 
the  county.  The  farm  consists  of  280  acres  of  good  land,  well  fenced  and 
equipped  with  all  the  latest  devices  in  machinery,  tools  and  implements.  The 
house  is  modern  and  the  barns  and  other  buildings  are  most  excellent,  adapted 
to  their  various  purposes.  The  young  men  are  known  as  among  the  most  ener¬ 
getic  and  successful  in  the  township.  Melvin  A.  was  born  Dec.  11,  1891; 
William  O.,  July  10,  1893,  and  Roy,  June  2,  1896,  all  on  the  place  where  they 
still  live,  the  sons  of  Thurgen  E.  (Tom)  Hagna,  and  Lizzie  Johnson,  his  wife, 
worthy  people  who  now  live  retired  in  Rice  Lake.  They  were  reared  on  the 
home  place  and  attended  the  district  school  in  the  neighborhood.  In  addition 
to  this,  Melvin  A.  attended  the  Military  Academy  at  Wurtenberg,  Wis.,  where 
he  took  a  thorough  commercial  course.  They  learned  farming  from  their  father, 
and  have  always  remained  at  home.  They  are  now  in  partnership  in  operating 
the  home  place.  They  carry  on  general  farming  and  dairying  on  a  successful 
scale.  They  have  one  of  the  best  Guernsey  dairy  herds  in  this  part  of  the  state. 
They  also  have  a  good  drove  of  Chester  White  swine,  and  also  some  good  draft 
horses. 

The  three  are  prominent  in  the  community,  and  Melvin  A.  is  a  director  in 
the  Cameron  Stock  Shipping  Association.  He  is  also  a  trustee  in  the  Norwegian 
Lutheran  Church  at  Pokegema.  He  married  Myrtle  Running,  Dec.  30,  1919,  at 
Pokegema.  She  was  born  at  Iola,  Wis.,  on  May  2,  1896,  the  daughter  of  Hans  E. 
and  Mary  (Wallen)  Running. 

Frank  Hensel,  a  prosperous  young  farmer  of  Section  24,  Stanley  Township, 
was  born  on  the  farm  where  he  now  resides,  Jan.  9,  1890,  the  son  of  Fritz  and 
Henrietta  (Boyer)  Hensel,  the  pioneers.  He  was  reared  on  this  place,  attended 
school  in  the  neighborhood,  and  learned  farming  from  his  father.  In  1917  he 
took  over  160  acres  of  his  father’s  land,  including  his  father’s  original  home¬ 
stead,  and  has  since  conducted  it.  He  has  made  many  improvements,  including 
the  building  of  a  good  barn.  He  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying  and 
raises  good  stock.  A  thorough  believer  in  cooperative  effort  among  farmers,  he 
has  taken  stock  in  the  Farmers  Cooperative  Store  at  Canton,  and  is  one  of  its 
patrons.  He  is  a  good  farmer  and  a  good  business  man,  and  is  one  of  the  best 
liked  men  in  the  neighborhood.  He  and  his  family  attend  the  German  Lutheran 
Church  at  Stanley. 

Mr.  Hensel  was  married  on  the  farm  Sept.  19,  1917,  to  Marie  Klossner,  who 
was  born  in  Switzerland,  June  16,  1894,  the  daughter  of  John  Jacob  and  Marie 
(Bethler)  Klossner,  natives  of  Switzerland,  who  came  to  America  in  1914  and 
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located  in  Stanley  Township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hensel  have  one  daughter,  Mar¬ 
garet,  born  Jan.  1,  1920. 

Fritz  Hensel,  pioneer  and  leading  citizen  of  Section  33,  Stanley  Township, 
was  born  in  Pomerania,  north  Germany,  April  10,  1852,  the  son  of  Ludwig  and 
Wilhelmina  (Steffen)  Hensel,  the  latter  of  whom  died  in  Germany,  in  1864,  at 
the  age  of  46,  and  the  former  of  whom  came  to  the  United  States  in  1889,  and 
died  at  the  good  old  age  of  eighty-one.  In  the  family  there  were  nine  children: 
Charles,  Fredericka,  Johanna,  Anstena,  August,  Fritz,  Wilhelmina,  Eliza  and 
Rica.  Of  these,  August,  Fritz,  Fredericka,  Johanna,  and  Wilhelmina  came  to 
the  United  States.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  confirmed  as  Christian  Fred¬ 
erick  William,  but  has  always  been  called  Fritz.  He  attended  school  in  his 
native  land,  and  aarly  became  a  farmer.  Feb.  19,  1880,  he  married  Henrietta 
Boyer,  who  was  born  in  Pomerania,  Germany,  Sept.  25,  1854.  To  this  union 
there  were  born  in  Germany,  two  children,  Emil  and  Otto.  In  1882  the  family 
set  out  for  America.  The  oldest  son,  Emil,  died  on  shipboard,  and  another  son, 
Albert,  was  born  during  the  same  voyage.  In  time  the  family  found  their  way 
to  Barron  County.  When  they  reached  here,  Mr.  Hensel  had  just  $10P  in  cash, 
a  year  and  a  half  having  elapsed  since  they  had  landed  in  New  York,  most  of 
which  time  had  been  spent  there.  Mr.  Hensel  purchased  80  acres  in  Section  24, 
Stanley  Township.  Twenty  acres  had  been  cleared,  and  a  small  house  and  a 
slab  and  straw  barn  had  been  erected.  He  started  farming  operations  with  a 
yoke  of  oxen  and  a  few  meagre  tools.  In  time  he  achieved  prosperity,  cleared 
up  the  land,  and  erected  a  good  set  of  buildings.  Next  he  purchased  40  acres  of 
timber  land  in  Section  11,  Stanley  Township,  and  next  38  acres  of  improved 
land  in  Section  23.  In  1910  he  bought  the  present  farm  of  165  acres  in  Section 
33.  Mr.  Hensel  has  been  one  of  the  useful  men  of  his  township,  his  school  dis¬ 
trict  and  his  church.  He  has  been  supervisor  of  the  township  for  two  years  and 
has  served  in  other  town  offices.  For  seventeen  years  he  has  been  treasurer  of 
School  District  No.  2.  In  the  German  Lutheran  Church  at  Cameron  he  has 
been  secretary  for  twenty  years.  He  has  also  acted  for  some  time  as  treasurer 
of  the  Cameron  Farmers’  Warehouse  Co.  of  the  American  Society  of  Equity. 
The  children  in  his  family  born  in  this  township  are:  Lillie,  Eliza,  William, 
Frank,  Elsie  and  Ida  (deceased). 

William  Hensel  is  one  of  the  energetic  young  farmers  of  Section  33,  Stan¬ 
ley  Township.  He  is  a  native  of  this  county  and  township,  and  has  watched  its 
growth  and  progress  from  a  wild  lumbering  region  into  a  cultivated  and  fruit¬ 
ful  agricultural  and  dairy  country.  He  was  born  in  Stanley  Township,  on 
April  17,  1887,  the  son  of  Fritz  and  Henrietta  (Boyer)  Hensel,  the  pioneers. 
He  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  and  was  reared  to  farm  pursuits.  In 
1917  he  took  over  the  management  of  the  home  farm.  The  buildings  are  in 
excellent  condition,  62  acres  have  been  cleared,  and  the  place  is  well  equipped 
ttith  tools  and  machinery.  He  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  and 
his  operations  are  proving  successful.  Mr.  Hensel  was  married  to  Lillie  Frank- 
enberg,  born  in  Stanley  Township,  daughter  of  Mauritz  Frankenberg.  Mrs. 
Hensel  died  July  2,  1917,  at  the  age  of  twenty-two,  leaving  a  bright  daughter, 
Alma,  born  Feb.  23,  1917. 

Albert  Fritz  Hensel,  a  progressive  farmer  of  Section  25,  Stanley  Township, 
was  born  in  Germany,  Feb.  25,  1877,  the  son  of  Fritz  and  Gertrude  Hensel,  early 
settlers.  He  was  brought  to  this  country  as  a  child,  and  was  reared  and  edu¬ 
cated  in  Stanley  Township,  this  county.  He  ventured  out  for  himself  at  the 
age  of  fifteen,  working  in  the  woods  at  the  hardest  kind  of  labor  for  $12  a 
month  and  board  and  lodging.  Then  he  followed  railroad  construction  and 
repair  work  for  many  years,  in  the  meantime  continuing  to  work  for  a  while  in 
the  woods  during  the  winter  seasons.  In  1907  he  purchased  76  acres  in  Sections 
34  and  35,  Stanley  Township,  where  he  built  a  new  house  and  silo  and  improved 
the  land.  Ten  years  later,  in  1918,  he  bought  his  present  place  of  80  acres  in 
Section  25.  He  has  an  excellent  modern  house,  a  barn  34  by  64  feet,  a  glazed 
tile  silo,  12  by  36  feet,  and  other  improvements.  The  land  is  well  developed  and 
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well  fenced,  and  the  equipment  of  tools  and  machinery  is  excellent.  Mr.  Hen- 
sel  carries  on  general  farming  and  makes  a  specialty  of  Guernsey  cattle.  He 
and  his  family  are  faithful  adherents  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church  at  Sum¬ 
ner,  in  which  he  is  a  Trustee. 

Mr.  Hensel  was  married  on  Nov.  28,  1908  to  Emma  Wiese,  the  daughter  of 
Gottfried  and  Augusta  Wiese,  early  settlers.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hensel  have  five 
children :  Ruth,  Archie,  Carl,  Agnes  and  Edward. 

Harvey  Martin  Hill,  carpenter  and  farmer,  now  successfully  operating  a 
place  of  120  acres  in  Section  18,  Stanley  Township,  is  a  native  of  this  state, 
born  in  Sumpter  Township,  Sauk  County,  Aug.  21,  1890,  son  of  William  and 
Mary  (Crosby)  Hill,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  that  county,  of  pioneer  par¬ 
entage,  and  both  of  whom  still  live  there.  The  parents  were  well-known  and 
prominent  people.  The  father  has  held  local  offices  of  various  sorts,  and  has 
done  his  share  in  the  progress  of  the  community.  Both  are  active  in  the  affairs 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  fourth 
of  seven  children.  He  attended  the  schools  of  his  neighborhood  and  learned 
farming  from  his  father.  He  also  learned  the  carpenter  trade.  In  1914  he  left 
home  and  located  at  Sarona,  in  Washburn  County,  this  state,  where  he  did  car¬ 
penter  work  for  five  months.  Then  he  purchased  his  present  place.  His  skill 
as  a  carpenter  has  helped  him  with  the  improvement  of  the  buildings  and 
fences.  He  has  devoted  much  of  his  spare  time  to  the  clearing  of  the  land.  His 
hard  work  has  met  with  success,  and  he  now  has  a  place  of  which  he  has  good 
reason  to  be  proud.  He  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  is  devel¬ 
oping  some  good  graded  Guernseys.  He  believes  in  cooperative  effort  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Cameron  Live  Stock  Shipping  Association. 

Mr.  Hill  was  married  June  17,  1914,  to  Blanche  Johnson,  of  Excelsior,  Sauk 
County,  Wis.,  the  youngest  of  the  six  children  of  Wilber  D.  and  Ella  (Stone) 
Johnson,  the  former  a  native  of  Wisconsin  and  the  latter  a  native  of  Maine. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hill  are  the  parents  of  two  children:  Helen  Lorraine,  born 
Sept.  19,  1916,  and  Howard  Archie,  born  Nov.  11,  1919. 

Gunder  Anderson,  now  deceased,  was  of  a  pioneer  family,  and  was  himself 
an  early  settler  of  Barron  County.  He  was  born  in  Norway,  March  13,  1849, 
the  son  of  John  and  Christina  Johnson.  The  parents  brought  their  family  of 
eight  children,  of  whom  Gunder  was  the  seventh,  to  the  United  States  in  1863. 
In  those  days  the  trip  was  made  by  sail  boat,  making  a  journey  of  many  weeks, 
and  entailing  hardships  of  cramped  quarters,  insufficient  food,  and  unsanitary 
conditions,  of  which  the  present  generation  has  little  conception.  The  family 
found  its  way  to  Waupaca  County,  this  state,  and  there  located  on  a  homestead. 
The  county  was  then  new,  practically  a  wilderness,  and  there  were  many  pri¬ 
vations  to  endure,  and  difficulties  to  overcome.  But  they  persevered,  they 
developed  a  good  place,  and  became  solid  and  substantial  citizens.  Gunder 
was  reared  on  the  home  farm,  helped  his  parents  develop  the  place,  attended 
such  schools  as  the  neighborhood  afforded,  and  as  a  youth  spent  his  autumns 
with  threshing  crews.  He  came  to  Stanley  Township  in  the  late  seventies,  and 
secured  a  homestead  of  120  acres  of  wild  land  in  Sections  35  and  36.  He  built 
a  small  log  cabin  and  there  established  his  bride.  A  story  of  his  experiences 
the  first  few  years  would  be  the  story  of  the  pioneer  conditions  of  the  county. 
The  little  cabin  in  the  wilderness  was  but  meagrely  furnished,  there  was  little 
furniture  and  fewer  utensils.  Yet  the  cabin  was  always  open  to  friends,  and 
in  its  single  room,  16  by  24,  early  church  services  were  held,  and  for  a  while, 
school  was  taught  there.  The  farming  equipment  consisted  of  a  team  of 
horses  and  a  plow,  with  a  few  smaller  tools.  Grain  was  harvested  with  a  cradle. 
The  wheat  market  was  at  Eau  Claire,  and  the  trip  there  was  long  and  tiresome. 
The  second  year  the  family  got  a  cow.  Gradually  the  farm  was  developed  and 
improved.  Mr.  Anderson  operated  one  of  the  first  threshing  outfits  in  the 
neighborhood.  From  time  to  time  he  purchased  implements,  machinery  and 
other  equipment,  he  cleared  the  farm,  put  up  fences,  and  built  up  a  good  place. 
He  erected  a  house  and  barn,  and  in  other  ways  showed  himself  a  progressive 


Digitized  by  Google 


750 


HISTORY  OF  BARRON  COUNTY 


and  substantial  citizen.  He  occupied  town  and  school  office,  helped  to  maintain 
the  church,  and  did  his  duty  in  life  in  every  way.  After  a  long  and  useful 
career,  he  died  Dec.  27,  1915,  and  the  community  mourned  the  loss  of  a  God¬ 
fearing  man,  a  good  neighbor,  and  devoted  husband  and  father. 

Mr.  Anderson  was  married  March  14,  1879,  to  Nellie  Olson,  who  was  bom 
in  Norway,  May  10,  1859,  daughter  of  Ole  and  Elizabeth  Olson,  who  came  to 
America  in  the  middle  sixties,  and  located  in  Chetek  Township. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson  were  the  parents  of  eight  children:  Oscar  and 
John  (twins),  George,  Andrew,  Martin,  Halwig  (deceased),  Edna,  Hilda  (de¬ 
ceased).  Andrew  was  born  Nov.  14,  1886,  on  the  home  farm,  and  was  reared 
here,  and  attended  school  in  the  neighborhood.  He  learned  farming  from  his 
father,  and  is  now  the  manager  of  the  place.  He  is  one  of  the  prosperous  in¬ 
fluential  men  of  the  town,  and  is  well  liked  by  all  who  know  him.  He  keeps 
well  abreast  of  the  latest  methods  of  farming,  and  takes  an  interest  in  every¬ 
thing  that  he  believes  to  be  for  the  best  interests  of  the  community  which  his 
father  helped  to  establish.  He  carries  on  general  farming  and  stock  raising, 
and  makes  a  specialty  of  raising  good  dairy  stock. 

John  Holman,  an  early  settler  of  Stanley  Township,  was  born  in  Norway, 
and  was  there  educated,  reared  and  married.  In  1883  he  came  to  America  and 
located  on  80  acres  of  wild  land  one  mile  east  of  the  present  village  of  Cameron. 
When  he  landed  in  Chicago  he  was  $300  in  debt,  and  had  but  $20  in  his  pocket. 
Even  this  was  stolen  from  him,  so  when  he  started  in  Barron  County  he  had 
nothing,  either  in  the  way  of  money  or  equipment,  furniture  or  clothes.  But 
he  had  health  and  willing  hands,  and  he  had  the  incentive  of  establishing  a 
home  for  his  family.  So  he  toiled  away,  erected  a  log  cabin  and  slab  and  straw 
sheds,  cleared  a  small  tract  of  land,  and  put  in  soiqe  crops.  Then  he  sent  for 
his  family,  then  consisting  of  his  wife  and  seven  children,  Anna,  Ole,  Christian, 
John,  Martin  (deceased),  George  and  Anton.  Two  more,  Otto  and  Albert  (de¬ 
ceased)  were  born  in  the  United  States.  To  the  original  farm,  forty  more  acres 
were  afterward  added.  Mr.  Holman  was  especially  interested  in  church  affairs. 
He  helped  to  build  the  first  church  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Congregation  at 
Pekegema  Prairie,  and  served  as  its  secretary  and  treasurer  as  long  as  he  lived. 
In  his  death,  the  town  lost  a  good  citizen.  His  wife  is  still  living  and  is  nearly 
eighty  years  old. 

Christian  Holman,  until  recently  a  well-to-do  farmer  of  Section  33,  Stanley 
Township,  but  now  operating  a  grist  mill  in  Cameron  village,  was  born  in  Nor¬ 
way,  Sept.  17,  1872,  the  son  of  John  and  Mary  Holman.  He  came  to  this  country 
with  his  mother  in  1883,  and  settled  with  them  a  mile  east  of  the  present  village 
of  Cameron.  The  second  day  after  his  arrival  here,  although  only  twelve  years 
of  age  he  started  out  for  himself  by  finding  employment  with  a  neighbor,  re¬ 
ceiving  but  little  more  than  board  and  clothing,  and  turning  over  to  his  parents 
what  little  he  did  earn.  He  was  but  fourteen  years  of  age  when  he  first  went 
into  the  lumber  woods,  and  thereafter  continued  for  several  years.  As  a  young 
man  he  began  renting  farms  in  Maple  Grove  Township,  this  county.  In  1906  he 
bought  a  farm  of  ' 83  acres  in  Section  33.  This  was  at  that  time  partly  improved 
and  he  continued  the  improvements.  In  1915  he  remodeled  the  house,  and  in 
1918  put  up  a  new  barn,  34  by  70  feet.  Other  suitable  buildings  were  erected 
as  necessity  has  required.  Mr.  Holman  had  a  fine  herd  of  Holstein  cattle  and  a 
good  drove  of  Poland  China  swine,  and  successfully  carried  on  general  farming 
and  dairying.  He  is  a  man  of  influence  in  the  township  and  has  served  on  the 
board  of  supervisors.  He  is  president  of  the  Farmers  Telephone  Co.  of  Cam¬ 
eron,  and  a  stockholder  in  the  State  Bank  of  Cameron.  He  has  been  trustee  of 
the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Congregation  since  the  present  church  was  erected. 
In  August,  1921,  Mr.  Holman  sold  his  farm  and  bought  a  grist  mill,  residence 
and  ten  acres  of  land  in  the  village  of  Cameron,  where  he  and  his  family  now 
reside. 

Mr.  Holman  was  married  Oct.  22,  1898,  in  Stanley  Township,  to  Ida  Lewis, 
who  was  born  in  Maple  Grove  Township,  this  county,  Dec.  18,  1879,  the  daugh- 
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ter  of  Gilbert  and  Mary  Lewis.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  ten  children : 
Guy  James,  born  July  19,  1899;  Arthur  William,  born  April  2,  1901;  Henry, 
born  Feb.  28,  1903,  who  died  Jan.  6,  1912;  Harold,  born  Jan.  2,  1905;  Mabel, 
born  July  13,  1907;  Albert,  born  July  25,  1909;  Malcolm,  born  May  3,  1911; 
Helen,  born  July  2,  1914;  Grace,  born  Sept.  5,  1916,  and  Robert,  born 
Feb.  27,  1920. 

Henry  Bergeson,  who  has  developed  a  good  farm  in  Section  8,  Stanley 
Township,  was  born  in  Sweden,  Feb.  7,  1864,  second  of  the  three  children  of 
Berger  and  Sophia  Carlson.  He  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native  land, 
and  there  married  Anna  Christina  Anderson,  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Anna 
Anderson,  who  lived  in  the  same  neighborhood.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
came  to  America  in  1893  and  for  ten  years  worked  in  the  mills  at  Minneapolis. 
Then  he  sent  for  his  wife  and  two  children,  Selma  and  Josephine.  With  them 
he  came  to  Barron  County  in  1903,  and  bought  80  acres  in  Sections  17  and  18, 
Stanley  Township.  This  was  wild  land,  covered  with  stumps,  rotting  logs  and 
brush.  He  moved  into  the  log  cabin  on  the  place  just  before  Christmas,  and 
started  to  clear  the  land.  At  first  he  had  little  to  work  with.  The  first  year 
he  bought  a  cow,  and  the  second  year  a  horse.  He  kept  on,  year  by  year,  work¬ 
ing  hard,  and  gradually  developed  a  good  place.  He  now  has  a  sightly  house, 
a  good  barn  and  sheds,  and  an  excellent  herd  of  cattle.  He  and  his  family  are 
well  thought  of  in  the  community.  They  attend  the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church 
at  Rice  Lake,  and  are  liberal  in  their  support.  Mr.  Bergeson  is  a  stockholder 
in  the  Farmers’  Shipping  Association  at  Cameron. 

Jacob  Berger,  a  representative  farmer  of  Section  16,  Stanley  Township, 
was  born  in  Germany,  Nov.  18,  1859,  the  son  of  John  and  Regina  (Ludwig) 
Berger.  The  father  died  in  that  country  in  1868,  leaving  four  children,  Jacob, 
Barbara,  Catherine  and  John.  The  mother  subsequently  married  George 
Hafele.  The  family  came  to  America  in  1882,  and  located  at  Rice  Lake,  on 
July  3,  of  that  year.  That  summer,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  worked  on  the 
railroad.  Then  he  became  a  lumberman,  working  in  the  woods  winters,  and 
worked  on  farms  in  the  summers.  In  1891,  when  he  married,  he  and  his  bride 
moved  to  a  tract  of  80  acres  in  Section  3,  Stanley  Township.  Twenty  acres 
had  been  cleared,  and  a  frame  house  and  log  barn  erected.  Here  he  started 
farming  with  one  yoke  of  oxen  and  three  cows.  His  success  was  assured  from 
the  start,  and  his  hard  work  soon  began  to  show  results.  He  added  to  the 
land  until  he  owned  140  acres,  much  of  which  he  cleared,  improved  and  culti¬ 
vated.  He  enlarged  the  house,  put  up  a  new  barn,  28  by  84  feet,  and  purchased 
suitable  equipment,  tools  and  machinery.  Here  he  continued  for  some  thirty 
years,  building  up  a  place  which  was  as  good  as  any  to  be  found  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood.  In  1920  he  purchased  another  well-improved  place  in  Section  16,  in 
the  same  township,  where  he  now  lives.  He  carries  on  general  farming  and 
makes  a  specialty  of  Holstein  cattle.  Mr.  Berger  is  a  careful,  industrious  man, 
who  occupies  a  position  of  considerable  importance  among  his  fellows.  He  has 
been  supervisor  of  the  town,  and  for  many  years  has  served  as  school  treasurer. 
Mr.  Berger  was  married  Aug.  21,  1891,  to  Albertina  Wolf,  who  was  born  in 
Germany,  Sept.  18,  1865,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Ernestina  (Porath)  Wolf, 
natives  of  that  country.  In  the  family  were  two  other  daughters,  Emelia  and 
Bertha.  Emelia  was  the  first  to  come  to  the  United  States,  and  Bertha  next. 
The  parents  and  Albertina  came  in  1889.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Berger  have  had  three 
children,  Walter,  John  W.  and  Agnes.  Walter,  a  veteran  of  the  World  War, 
died  in  the  spring  of  1920  at  the  age  of  twenty-three.  John  W.  farms  in  Sec¬ 
tion  15,  Stanley  Township.  Agnes  is  at  home.  The  family  faith  is  that  of 
the  German  Lutheran  Church,  and  Mr.  Berger  has  been  secretary  for  several 
years  of  the  congregation  at  Rice  Lake. 

John  Berger,  proprietor  of  Pleasant  View  Pine  Farm,  a  substantial  farmer 
of  Section  3,  Stanley  Township,  was  born  in  Germany,  April  4,  1867,  the  son 
of  John  and  Regina  (Ludwig)  Berger.  The  father  died  in  Germany  in  1868, 
leaving  four  children,  Jacob,  Barbara,  Catherine  and  John.  The  mother  later 
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married  George  Hafele,  who  brought  the  family  to  America  in  1882.  At  that 
time  John  was  a  youth  of  fifteen.  He  helped  his  family  get  a  farm  started  in 
Stanley  Township,  and  remained  with  them  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of 
age.  For  several  years  thereafter  he  worked  in  the  woods,  in  mills  and  on 
farms.  In  1891  he  secured  a  farm  of  70  acres  in  Section  10,  Stanley  Town¬ 
ship,  five  acres  of  which  had  been  cleared.  He  put  up  a  frame  house  and  a 
log  barn,  and  started  farming  with  two  cows  and  a  colt.  After  he  had  things 
well  started,  he  married,  and  brought  his  bride  to  the  place.  Together  they 
started  to  establish  their  fortunes.  He  built  a  modern  home,  a  good  frame 
barn  and  other  structures,  and  successfully  farmed  there  for  several  years. 
In  1916,  he  sold  out  and  purchased  his  present  place  of  160  acres  in  Section  3, 
where  he  has  continued  the  improvements.  One  of  the  features  which  he  has 
built,  is  a  good  barn,  34  by  72  feet,  with  cement  floor,  and  patent  stanchions 
and  equipment.  He  has  also  built  a  good  silo,  12  by  24  feet.  Here  he  success¬ 
fully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  and  has  a  good  herd  of  Hol¬ 
stein  cattle.  He  is  favorably  known  throughout  the  neighborhood,  and  is  an 
industrious  and  successful  man.  Mr.  Berger  was  married  at  Stanley  Town¬ 
ship  on  June  27,  1899,  to  Lena  Timm,  who  was  born  in  Augusta,  Wis.,  June  27, 
1877,  the  daughter  of  Michael  and  Carolina  (Schliting)  Timm.  Mr.  apd  Mrs. 
Berger  have  four  children:  Helen,  Arthur,  Clarence  and  Ethel,  all  residing 
at  home. 

Theodore  Heuer,  a  respected  and  honored  farmer  of  Section  23,  Stanley 
Township,  was  born  in  Germany,  Sept.  12,  1856,  the  son  of  Frederick  and 
Augusta  Heuer.  The  father,  in  his  native  country,  was  a  government  game 
warden.  In  1872  he  came  to  this  country  with  his  wife  and  five  children,  Ida, 
Anna,  Bertha,  Gusta  and  Theodore.  They  lived  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  for  a 
while,  and  then  came  to  Winnebago  County,  in  this  state.  In  1875,  Theodore 
’came  to  this  county.  The  family  came  in  1877.  They  secured  a  tract  of  land 
in  Section  23,  Stanley  Township,  erected  a  shack  and  started  to  develop  a  farm. 
After  the  shack  was  built,  his  means  were  exhausted.  But  he  was  willing  to 
work  hard  and  to  put  up  with  inconveniences,  and  in  time  developed  a  good 
place,  where  he  and  his  good  wife  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  Theo¬ 
dore  lived  with  his  parents  and  helped  them  improve  their  farm.  As  a  young 
man  he  bought  and  sold  several  pieces  of  land  in  Stanley  Township.  His  pres¬ 
ent  place  of  120  acres  in  Section  23  is  the  old  family  farm  on  which  he  has 
now  lived  nearly  forty  years.  He  has  brought  it  to  a  high  grade  of  cultiva¬ 
tion,  and  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  He  has 
watched  the  county  grow  from  a  wilderness  into  one  of  the  richest  dairying 
regions  of  the  state,  and  has  done  his  share  in  its  development.  He  has  also 
watched  a  wonderful  improvement  in  methods  of  farming  and  in  equipment. 
When  he  first  started  raising  grain  he  did  his  reaping  with  a  cradle.  Later 
he  secured  a  reaper.  Still  later  he  acquired  a  binder,  the  first  ever  sold  at 
Rice  Lake.  He  hauled  grain  to  Chippewa  Falls,  while  Mrs.  Heuer  worked  in 
the  fields,  shocking  grain  and  pitching  hay.  With  his  long  experience,  Mr. 
Heuer  has  acquired  much  knowledge,  both  of  farming  methods,  and  of  men  and 
events,  and  his  advice  is  often  sought  by  the  younger  generation,  and  his 
judgment  is  much  respected.  In  the  Sumner  German  Lutheran  Church  he  has 
been  an  active  factor,  and  was  treasurer  of  that  institution  for  eighteen  years, 
until  he  resigned.  Mr.  Heuer  was  married  Jan.  14,  1886,  to  Augusta  Bertina 
Downer,  who  was  born  in  Bloomer,  this  state,  Aug.  4,  1867,  daughter  of  Wil¬ 
liam  and  Louisa  Downer,  natives  of  Germany,  who  are  now  successfully  farm¬ 
ing  near  Bloomer,  in  Chippewa  County,  this  state.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Heuer  have 
had  fourteen  children:  Emma,  Reinholt,  Edward,  Arthur,  Fritz,  Frank,  Max, 
Theodore,  Harry,  Albert,  Helen,  Louisa,  William  (died  in  infancy)  and  Emil 
(died  at  nine  years).  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Heuer  have  taken  especial  pride  in  their 
fine  family,  and  all  are  a  credit  to  themselves,  their  parents  and  the  com¬ 
munity. 
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August  Voelker,  an  industrious  and  hard  working  farmer,  who  owns  a 
good  place  of  160  acres  in  Section  10,  Stanley  Township,  was  born  in  Germany, 
May  22,  1865,  and  was  there  educated  and  grew  to  adult  years.  He  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1892,  and  landed  at  Baltimore,  Maryland.  •  From  there  he 
came  to  Rice  Lake.  With  headquarters  here  for  about  ten  years,  he  worked 
for  the  Rice  Lake  Lumber  Co.,  for  the  railroad,  and  on  farms.  In  1909  he 
bought  80  acres  of  land  in  Section  9,  Stanley  Township.  Here  he  started  to 
develop  a  good  farm.  When  he  bought  the  tract  it  was  partly  cleared  and 
some  old  buildings  were  standing  on  it.  Five  years  later  he  bought  his  pres¬ 
ent  farm  of  160  acres  in  Section  10.  Here  he  has  erected  a  new  set  of  buildings 
and  continued  the  improvements.  He  has  ample  land  for  successful  crop  rais¬ 
ing  and  for  the  pasturing  of  his  good  herd  of  Holstein  cattle.  He  and  his  wife 
are  loyal  supporters  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church,  and  he  has  been  one  of 
the  officials  of  that  body.  Mr.  Yoelker  was  married  Jan.  7,  1896,  to  Otillie 
Heger,  who  was  born  in  Germany,  Aug.  31,  1870,  and  came  to  America  in 
1891.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  six  children:  Hattie,  Emil,  Ella  and 
Walter  at  home,  and  August  and  Anna,  deceased.  Hattie  married  Robert 
Schultz,  who  lives  with  the  family.  Anna  married  John  Quick,  and  died  Feb. 
24,  1920,  leaving  one  son,  Clarence,  born  Feb.  19,  1920,  who  is  now  the  sun¬ 
shine  of  his  grandparents’  home. 

Edward  Solum,  a  well  known  farmer  owning  80  acres  in  Section  9,  Stan¬ 
ley  Township,  was  born  on  a  farm  in  Modum,  Norway,  Dec.  20,  1863,  the  son 
of  Nels  and  Nicolena  Solum.  He  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native  land, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1882,  like  so  many  of  his  countrymen,  determined  to  try 
his  fortunes  in  America.  He  was  then  a  youth  still  in  his  ’teens.  After  land¬ 
ing  he  found  his  way  to  Eau  Claire,  in  this  state.  That  summer  he  worked  on 
a  farm  at  Sand  Creek,  in  Dunn  County,  and  then,  with  headquarters  at  Rice 
Lake,  worked  for  the  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  for  many  years.  In  1898  he  bought 
his  present  farm,  then  a  tract  of  wild  land.  Here,  by  hard  work,  by  toiling 
early  and  late,  and  by  careful  management  and  good  judgment,  he  has  built 
up  a  good  place.  He  first  built  a  frame  house  and  a  log  barn.  The  house  he 
has  continued  to  keep  in  good  repair  and  has  improved  it  from  time  to  time. 
The  log  barn  has  been  replaced  with  a  frame  structure,  32  by  48  feet,  with  a 
full  stone  basement.  A  silo  has  also  been  erected,  and  sheds  and  other  build¬ 
ings  put  up.  Mr.  Solum  now  has  a  good  farm,  and  is  one  of  the  successful 
men  of  his  community.  He  raises  the  usual  crops,  and  makes  a  specialty  of 
Holstein  cattle  and  Red  Duroc  swine.  His  home  is  always  open  to  his  friends, 
and  is  one  of  the  popular  social  centers  of  the  town.  His  wife  has  been  his 
able  helpmeet  in  all  his  undertakings.  As  a  father,  he  is  interested  in  educa¬ 
tion,  and  has  done  good  service  as  a  member  of  the  school  board.  Mr.  Solum 
was  married  in  Stanley  Township  on  Oct.  8,  1891,  to  Catherine  Berger,  who 
was  born  in  Germany,  Dec.  4,  1865,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Regina  Berger, 
and  came  to  this  country  in  1882.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Solum  have  eight  children: 
Edna,  Florence,  George,  Clara,  Mildred,  Alice,  Nellie  (deceased)  and  Nellie. 
Edna  is  the  wife  of  John  Rauchenstein,  of  Stanley  Township.  Florence  is  the 
wife  of  Erling  Anderson,  of  Stanley  Township.  Clara  is  a  teacher.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Solum  have  taken  especial  pride  in  their  fine  family,  and  all  are  turning 
out  to  be  a  credit  to  their  parents  and  to  their  home  training. 

Ferdinand  Carl  Frederick  Rudolph,  a  respected,  influential  and  well-re¬ 
garded  citizen  of  Section  21,  Stanley  Township,  was  born  in  Pomerania,  Ger¬ 
many,  Jan.  8,  1871,  the  son  of  John  and  Albertina  Rudolph,  substantial  people 
of  that  country.  He  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native  land,  and  came  to 
America  with  other  members  of  his  family  in  1894.  He  landed  at  Halifax,  and 
then  came  to  Rice  Lake,  where  for  a  time  he  worked  in  woodworking  mills  and 
as  a  railroad  section  hand.  In  1900  he  purchased  his  present  place  of  80  acres. 
This  tract  was  cut-over  stump  land,  with  only  about  twelve  acres  broken,  and 
the  buildings  were  not  of  the  best.  But  Mr.  Rudolph  was  used  to  hard  work, 
he  was  skilled  as  a  workman,  and  he  was  willing  to  work  early  and  late  that 
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he  and  his  family  might  have  comfort  in  later  years.  His  hopes  have  been 
realized,  and  he  now  has  as  good  a  place  as  can  be  found  in  the  neighborhood. 
He  has  in  all  things  done  his  duty  as  a  good  citizen  and  a  good  neighbor.  The 
German  Lutheran  Church  at  Cameron  has  occupied  his  especial  attention,  and 
for  two  years  he  served  as  its  secretary.  Mr.  Rudolph  was  married  Nov.  10, 
1897,  to  Anna  Marie  Kretlow,  born  in  Germany,  June  6,  1875,  daughter  of  Carl 
and  Augusta  Kretlow,  who  came  to  the  United  States  in  1884  and  located  in 
Stanley  Township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rudolph  have  four  children:  Agnes,  born 
Feb.  6,  1900;  Lida,  born  Jan.  8,  1905;  Edgar,  born  March  21,  1908,  and  Gerda 
J.,  born  March  23,  1921. 

Nels  Peterson,  Section  31,  Stanley  Township,  was  born  in  Denmark,  Oct. 
1,  1881,  the  son  of  Lorentz  and  Margaret  Peterson,  the  twelfth  of  sixteen  chil¬ 
dren,  ten  of  whom  are  now  living.  He  was  reared  on  the  home  farm,  and  at 
the  age  of  fourteen  was  apprenticed  to  learn  the  meat  business.  When  he  was 
nineteen,  he  came  to  the  United  States,  and  located  in  Massachusetts.  A  year 
and  ten  mopths  later  he  enlisted  in  the  United  States  Navy,  and  served  four 
years,  most  of  the  time  aboard  the  cruiser  “Raleigh.”  He  was  discharged  at  the 
Brooklyn  Navy  Yard  from  the  battleship  “Ohio.”  Then  he  joined  his  brothers, 
Otto  and  Peter,  at  Aurora,  Ill.,  where  he  worked  for  some  years  as  a  brake- 
man  on  the  C.  B.  &  Q.  Ry.  In  1907  he  went  to  Cheyenne,  Wyoming,  and  was 
similarly  employed  on  the  Union  Pacific.  In  1920  he  came  to  Barron  County, 
and  bought  82  acres  in  Stanley  Township.  This  he  sold  and  bought  a  tract  in 
Barron  Township.  Then  he  sold  that  and  came  back  to  Stanley  Township, 
where  he  purchased  his  present  place  in  Section  31.  He  carries  on  general 
farming  and  dairying,  and  has  a  good  herd  of  Guernsey  cattle.  He  is  a  man 
of  genial  personality,  and  wide  experience  with  the  world,  and  has  made  many 
friends  during  his  brief  stay  in  the  county.  He  has  great  faith  in  the  future 
of  this  region,  and  is  taking  his  part  in  its  development.  Mr.  Peterson  was 
married  July  25,  1910,  at  Cheyenne,  Wyoming,  to  Maude  Timblin,  born  in  Maple 
Grove  Township,  July  2,  1890,  daughter  of  Mike  Timblin.  This  union  has  been 
blessed  with  four  children:  Margaret,  Claude  and  Ruba,  born  in  Cheyenne, 
and  Maxine,  born  in  Barron  County. 

Hans  Lee,  a  substantial  and  well-known  citizen  of  Section  20,  Stanley 
Township,  was  born  on  a  farm  in  Norway,  Aug.  9,  1865,  the  son  of  Thorgrin 
Lee.  Of  the  five  children  in  the  family,  three  came  to  the  United  States.  Hans 
was  reared  on  the  home  farm,  and  had  just  reached  his  majority  when  he  came 
to  the  United  States.  He  lived  at  Rio,  Wis.,  for  a  short  time,  and  then  entered 
the  employ  of  a  lumber  company,  for  whom  he  worked  for  some  years,  in  the 
vicinity  of  Rice  Lake  and  Long  Lake,  logging  in  the  winter  time  and  erecting 
buildings  in  the  summer  time.  In  1900  he  purchased  50  acres  in  the  limits 
of  Cameron  Village.  This  was  mostly  wild  land,  and  the  only  buildings  were 
a  few  old  sheds.  He  has  cleared  and  developed  the  land,  and  has  erected  a 
suitable  set  of  buildings.  At  one  time  he  owned  eighty  acres  in  Maple  Grove 
Township,  which  he  has  now  sold.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran 
Congregation  of  Cameron,  and  helped  build  the  present  church.  He  is  inter¬ 
ested  in  everything  that  is  for  the  good  of  the  town,  and  is  well  liked  by  all 
who  know  him.  He  carries  on  general  farming. 

Gotfried  Wiese,  now  deceased,  an  early  settler  of  Sumner  Township,  was 
born  in  Germany,  Jan.  10,  1853,  and  there  grew  through  boyhood  to  manhood, 
spending  his  time  much  as  the  other  boys  of  his  time  and  place.  Feb.  14,  1882, 
he  married,  and  five  days  later  started  for  the  United  States  with  his  bride. 
They  reached  New  York,  and  from  there  came  on  to  this  state,  where  they 
located  in  Columbus,  Columbia  County.  That  summer  they  worked  on  farms, 
he  earning  fourteen  dollars  a  month  and  she,  five  dollars.  Then,  for  four  years, 
while  living  at  Columbus,  he  cut  cordwood.  In  1886  he  came  to  Barron  County 
with  his  wife  and  two  children,  Ellen  and  Charles.  He  bought  160  acres  of 
wild  land  in  Sumner  Township,  erected  a  log  cabin,  and  moved  in  with  his 
family.  His  live  stock  consisted  of  one  cow  and  some  chickens.  Implements 
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and  tools  were  of  the  crudest.  To  harvest  his  grain,  he  had  to  cut  it  with  a 
cradle,  after  which  his  wife  bound  it  into  bundles.  Mrs.  Wiese  was  a  busy 
woman.  She  had  her  household  duties  and  her  children  to  look  after,  she  spun 
the  yarn  for  many  of  the  clothes  worn  by  herself  and  her  family,  and  she  even 
helped  with  the  out-door  work.  Ready  money  was  almost  unknown.  One  fall, 
when  a  hard  winter  was  ahead,  and  provisions  were  scarce,  he  picked  blueber¬ 
ries,  which  he  exchanged  at  a  store  for  flour,  which  he  brought  home  to  his 
family  on  his  back.  As  time  passed,  all  these  hardships,  hard  work  and  priva¬ 
tions  had  their  reward,  and  the  family  achieved  success.  The  original  quar¬ 
ter  section  was  improved  and  developed,  a  good  house  and  suitable  barns 
erected,  and  suitable  equipment  and  tools  purchased.  First,  another  quarter 
section,  and  later  80  acres  more,  were  added,  until  the  farm  consisted  of  400 
acres.  After  the  arrival  of  the  family  here,  another  child,  Ida,  was  born. 
Mr.  Wiese  became  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  community,  and  was  regarded 
as  one  of  the  most  successful  citizens  of  the  township.  He  believed  in  educa¬ 
tion,  and  did  good  service  as  a  member  of  his  school  board  for  some  years. 
His  religious  faith  was  that  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church.  After  a  well- 
spent  life,  filled  with  hard  work  and  worthy  accomplishment,  he  died,  Aug.  11, 
1892,  and  his  death  was  long  and  sincerely  mourned.  Mr.  Wiese  was  married 
in  Germany,  as  stated,  on  Feb.  14,  1882,  to  Augusta  Pffercorn,  the  daughter  of 
John  and  Augusta  (Smith)  Pffercorn.  After  the  death  of  her  husband,  she 
married  his  brother,  Christian.  Christian  was  born  in  Germany,  April,  1851, 
and  came  to  America  on  the  same  ship  with  his  brother.  He  devoted  his  life 
to  farming,  was  a  substantial  and  solid  citizen,  and  died  after  a  useful  life, 
Nov.  11,  1906.  He  and  his  wife  had  one  child,  Clara,  who  married  Jacob  Avery, 
and  has  one  child,  Harland.  In  1906,  Mrs.  Wiese  moved  to  the  present  place  of 
110  acres  in  Section  35,  Stanley  Township.  Mr.  Avery,  who  is  one  of  the 
energetic  young  men  of  the  town,  is  conducting  the  farm,  and  is  meeting  with 
success  in  his  operations. 

Andrew  Fossum,  Section  14,  Stanley  Township,  is  one  of  the  oldest  pio¬ 
neers  still  left  in  Barron  County.  He  came  here  in  1875,  when  the  county  was 
little  more  than  a  wilderness,  and  has  lived  to  see  the  prosperity  of  the  present 
day.  In  all  of  this  progress,  as  a  good  citizen  and  a  hard-working  farmer,  he 
has  had  his  part.  He  was  born  in  Norway,  May  3,  1839,  the  son  of  Lars  and 
Anna  Frederickson,  farmers  of  that  country.  He  was  reared  and  educated  in 
Norway,  there  grew  to  adult  years  and  married.  In  1869  he  came  to  America 
with  his  family,  and  located  in  Chicago.  There  for  three  years  he  worked  at 
whatever  he  could  get  to  do,  part  of  the  time  unloading  boats.  In  1872  he  came 
to  Wausau,  in  Marathon  County,  this  state,  and  there  farmed  for  three  years. 
Then  he  started  out  for  Barron  County.  By  hard  work,  self  denial  and  frugal¬ 
ity  he  had  saved  $600.  Then  his  son,  Henry,  was  stricken  with  brain  fever, 
and  the  devoted  father  and  mother  spent  the  whole  $600  to  aid  in  his  recovery. 
But  they  had  courage  and  determination,  so  they  borrowed  $10,  hired  a  team, 
packed  their  family  goods,  and  with  their  family  started  out  for  Barron 
County.  Here  they  secured  160  acres  in  Section  29,  Stanley  Township,  twenty 
of  which  has  been  sold  off.  Mr.  Fossum  had  previously  selected  this  farm 
while  looking  over  the  land  for  a  location.  When  he  made  his  first  trip  here, 
he  walked  from  Eau  Claire.  After  leaving  the  settlements  in  Dunn  County,  he 
saw  not  a  single  house  along  his  way  until  he  reached  Section  29,  Stanley,  ex¬ 
cept  the  lumber  camp  at  Chetek.  He  had  nothing  but  his  hands  and  a  few 
crude  tools  with  which  to  start.  He  put  up  a  log  house,  10  by  12  feet,  which 
is  still  standing  as  a  landmark  of  the  olden  days.  Then  he  started  clearing  the 
land.  But  he  was  only  able  to  devote  a  part  of  his  time  to  this,  as  he  had  to 
work  out  some  to  secure  provisions  for  his  family.  His  wife  was  often  left 
alone  with  the  children.  Indians  were  plentiful  and  often  visited  the  little 
cabin.  But  Mrs.  Fossum  was  of  a  kindly  disposition,  the  bright  children  at¬ 
tracted  the  affection  of  the  savages,  and  there  was  nothing  to  fear.  Sometimes 
Mrs.  Fossum  would  give  tobacco  to  the  Indians,  and  this  still  further  increased 
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their  friendly  relations.  The  first  summer  that  the  family  was  here  they 
bought  a  cow.  Later  they  were  able  to  get  a  yoke  of  oxen,  and  oxen  were  what 
they  used  for  many  years.  As  time  passed,  the  family  achieved  prosperity. 
The  log  building  gave  way  to  a  good  set  of  farm  structures,  and  as  means  per¬ 
mitted,  rfiodern  implements  and  machinery  were  purchased.  The  farm  is  now 
as  good  as  any  that  can  be  found  in  the  neighborhood. 

Mr.  Fossum  was  married  in  May,  1856,  in  Norway,  to  Oleana  Rents,  who 
was  born  in  that  country.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  six  children: 
Henry,  Anna  and  George,  born  in  Norway,  and  Carl,  Olga  and  Christ,  born  in 
Barron  County.  Mrs.  Fossum  died  in  1916.  She  was  born  Aug.  14,  1840.  Christ, 
the  youngest  of  the  family  was  born  in  Stanley  Township,  Sept.  20,  1880,  and 
was  reared  and  educated  here.  He  learned  farming  from  his  parents,  and  has 
always  remained  on  the  home  place.  He  took  over  the  management  on  Feb.  28, 
1918.  He  is  meeting  with  success  in  his  operations,  and  has  already  estab¬ 
lished  his  position  as  one  of  the  solid,  substantial  men  of  the  community.  He 
is  doing  his  duty  in  every  way  as  a  public  spirited  citizen,  and  is  especially 
active  in  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church  of  Cameron,  which  he  has  served  as 
trustee  for  several  years. 

John  A.  Clemons,  Section  21,  Stanley  Township,  is  one  of  the  solid,  sub¬ 
stantial  men  of  the  vicinity,  and  is  taking  his  share  in  everything  which  is 
giving  to  Barron  County  the  excellent  reputation  which  it  enjoys  as  a  prosper¬ 
ous  section  of  the  state.  He  was  born  in  Henry  County,  Virginia,  Oct.  20,  1857, 
the  son  of  Thomas  and  Salina  (Davis)  Clemons,  both  descended  from  early 
American  Colonists.  The  family  was  a  large  one,  John  A.  was  the  fourth  of 
eight  children,  and  he  early  had  to  shift  for  himself.  He  started  doing  farm 
work  for  neighbors  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  and  so  continued  for  a  number  of 
years.  In  1888  he  came  to  Barron  Coiinty,  and  settled  in  Stanley  Township. 
For  some  years  he  was  variously  employed,  in  grist  mills,  on  farms,  and  else¬ 
where.  In  1896  he  purchased  his  present  place  of  20  acres  in  Section  21.  He 
erected  buildings,  and  has  now  a  nice  little  place  where  he  is  successfully  rais¬ 
ing  crops  for  the  market.  He  is  interested  in  all  public  affairs  and  has  done 
good  service  as  a  member  of  the  school  board. 

Mr.  Clemons  was  married  Jan.  10,  1887,  to  Mollie  Bray,  who  was  born  in 
Henry  County,  Virginia,  June  16,  1861,  daughter  of  Ambrose  and  Ann  (Par¬ 
sons)  Bray.  Her  father,  like  his  own,  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Clemons  have  six  children:  Mabel,  Thomas,  Mary,  Paul,  Harry  and 
Della.  Mabel  is  the  widow  of  George  Severson,  and  has  one  child,  George  Jr. 
Mary  is  the  wife  of  Roy  Smothers,  of  Rice  Lake,  and  has  three  children: 
Archie,  Beatrice  and  Mearl.  Thomas  was  with  the  United  States  army  for 
several  months  and  trained  in  this  country  and  in  England.  The  other  children 
are  at  home. 

Kurt  Bauch  is  a  native  of  this  county  and  has  watched  its  growth  from  a 
lumbering  region  into  one  of  the  best  dairy  districts  in  the  state.  He  is  ac¬ 
quainted  with  most  of  the  leading  men  of  the  county,  and  has  held  the  esteem 
and  liking  of  his  fellow  citizens  from  boyhood  up.  Born  on  the  old  homestead 
in  Section  21,  Stanley  Township,  April  15,  1881,  he  is  the  son  of  Bernard  and 
Mary  Bauch,  early  settlers.  He  was  reared  on  the  old  farm,  attended  school  in 
the  neighborhood,  and  learned  farming  from  his  father.  After  his  marriage  he 
rented  a  modern  farm  of  240  acres  in  Stanley  Township,  of  which  160  acres 
are  under  the  plow.  Here  he  carries  on  general  farming,  and  makes  a  specialty 
of  raising  high  grade  Holstein  cattle,  Poland  China  swine,  and  fine  draft 
horses.  Recently  he  has  purchased  a  well-improved  farm  in  Section  14,  Barron 
Township. 

Mr.  Bauch  was  married  May  15,  1912,  at  Cameron,  to  Minnie  Sweitcher, 
born  Feb.  15,  1892,  the  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Lizzie  Sweitcher.  This  union 
has  been  blessed  with  three  children,  Walter,  bom  March  15,  1913;  Dorothy, 
born  Aug.  14,  1915,  and  Gertrude,  born  Aug.  24,  1917. 


Digitized  b' 


yGoOgl 


e 


Digitized  by  LjOOQle 


CARL  BARTA  AND  FAMILY 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HISTORY  OF  BARRON  COUNTY 


757 


Bernhard  Bauch,  a  respected  resident  of  Section  21,  Stanley  Township, 
was  born  in  Saxony,  Germany,  Aug.  20,  1859,  the  son  of  Frederick  and  Hen¬ 
rietta  Bauch,  the  former  of  whom  was  a  weaver,  and  both  of  whom  spent  the 
span  of  their  years  in  their  native  country.  Bernhard  was  reared  in  his  native 
land,  attended  the  government  schools,  and  as  a  youth  learned  the  weaving 
trade  from  his  father.  He  came  to  the  United  States  in  1881,  and  located  in 
Racine,  Wis.  Four  years  later,  in  1885,  he  came  to  Cameron,  in  this  county, 
and  purchased  a  tract  of  wild  land  in  Section  21,  Stanley  Township.  After 
making  the  purchase  he  continued  working  elsewhere  for  a  while.  Then  he 
located  here,  he  erected  a  frame  house  and  a  log  barn,  and  started  to  clear  up 
the  place.  With  the  passage  of  the  years  he  and  his  wife  have  prospered.  They 
have  delighted  in  keeping  open  house  to  their  friends  and  the  children’s  friends, 
and  they  have  lived  up  to  every  requirement  of  good  citizenship.  They  are 
among  the  most  respected  people  in  the  community,  and  are  highly  regarded  by 
all  who  know  them.  In  1919  Mr.  Bauch  sold  his  farm  and  now  resides  in  the 
village  of  Cameron. 

Mr.  Bauch  was  married  Aug.  21,  1884,  at  Racine,  Wis.,  to  Mary  Bechler, 
who  was  born  in  Germany,  Dec.  31,  1863,  and  came  to  America  alone  in  1883. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bauch  have  nine  children :  Anna,  Fritz,  Kurt,  Hedwig,  Carl,  Han¬ 
nah,  Oscar,  Clara  and  Elsie. 

Carl  Barta,  Section  8,  Stanley  Township,  is  one  of  the  best-liked  men  in 
this  part  of  the  county,  respected  and  esteemed  by  the  adults,  and  honored  and 
beloved  by  the  young  folk  and  children.  In  working  hard,  achieving  success 
and  raising  a  good  family  of  children,  he  has  won  for  himself  a  high  place.  In 
personality  he  is  courteous  and  genial,  he  enjoys  all  the  pleasant  things  of  life, 
he  likes  a  good  joke,  a  good  companion,  a  good  meal,  and  everyone  with  whom 
he  comes  in  contact  leaves  him  cheered  and  encouraged.  People  come  to  him 
for  advice,  and  his  judgment  and  good  sense  are  always  sound.  He  has  been 
an  ideal  father,  and  he  and  his  good  wife  have  taken  delight  in  making  their 
home  a  pleasant  place  for  their  children,  where  their  children’s  friends  are 
always  welcome.  The  children,  in  turn,  have  appreciated  the  advantages  they 
have  received,  and  all  are  a  credit  to  their  parents  and  to  their  home  training. 

Carl  Barta  was  born  in  Bohemia,  Aug.  15,  1853,  the  oldest  child  of  Carl 
and  Anna  Barta,  who  lived  and  died  as  farmers  in  Bohemia.  The  subject  of 
this  sketch  came  to  the  United  States  in  1878,  and  lived  a  year  in  Dane  County, 
this  state.  Then  he  located  at  Bangor,  in  La  Crosse  County,  this  state.  In  1902 
he  came  to  Barron  County,  and  bought  80  acres  in  Section  8,  Stanley  Township. 
This  land  was  partly  improved,  and  a  house  and  barn  had  been  erected.  Mr. 
Barta  has  continued  the  improvements,  has  added  to  his  land,  and  now  has  a 
good  farm  in  every  respect. 

Mr.  Barta  was  married  in  La  Crosse  County,  to  Amelia  Arntz,  who  died  in 
1885,  leaving  two  children,  Margaret  and  John.  On  May  23,  1886,  he  married 
Nettie  Herman,  a  native  of  La  Crosse  County,  who  died  in  December,  1919. 
This  union  was  blessed  with  four  children:  Edward,  Elizabeth,  Anna  and 
Rudolph.  Margaret  was  born  Jan.  28,  1882.  John  was  born  Nov.  9,  1885.  Ed¬ 
ward  was  born  Aug.  13,  1889.  Elizabeth  was  born  June  11,  1892.  Anna  was 
born  June  4,  1897.  Rudolph  was  born  March  11,  1902.  All  except  Rudolph,  a 
bright  and  energetic  youth,  still  under  age,  were  born  at  Bangor.  Rudolph 
was  born  on  the  farm  in  Stanley  Township,  soon  after  the  family’s  arrival  here. 

John  W.  Beylund,  a  respected  farmer  of  Section  5,  Stanley  Township,  was 
born  in  Sweden,  Nov.  23,  1854,  oldest  of  the  six  children  of  John  and  Margaret 
Beylund,  who  spent  the  span  of  their  years  in  that  country.  He  attended  school 
in  Sweden,  and  there  grew  to  manhood.  He  was  there  married  in  1878,  to 
Wilhelmina  Linstrom,  who  was  born  in  that  country,  May  26,  1856,  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Alex  and  Margaretta  Linstrom,  who  lived  in  the  same  neighborhood,  and 
spent  all  their  years  there.  In  1892  the  subject  of  this  sketch  started  out  with 
his  wife  and  his  five  children:  Jennie,  Mary,  John,  Alex  and  Anna,  the  last 
mentioned  of  whom  is  now  deceased.  He  came  directly  to  Rice  Lake,  and  en- 
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tered  the  employ  of  the  Rice  Lake  Lumber  Co.,  working  in  their  yards  and  mills 
at  Rice  Lake,  and  also  in  the  woods.  In  1900  he  bought  a  tract  of  40  acres  in 
Section  5,  Stanley  Township.  This  was  stump  land  covered  with  brush.  He 
erected  a  modern  set  of  buildings,  cleared  up  the  land,  and  developed  a  good 
farm.  When  he  started  he  had  $25  in  money,  a  cow,  and  a  few  tools.  He  is 
now  a  well-to-do  and  successful  man,  and  is  on  the  road  to  still  greater  pros¬ 
perity.  He  enjoys  telling  of  the  early  days,  when  he  was  getting  his  start, 
when  provisions  were  scarce,  when  the  roads  were  little  more  than  trails,  and 
when  he  had  to  bring  the  supplies  for  his  family  on  his  back  from  far-away 
stores.  He  is  an  estimable  gentleman  in  every  respect  and  is  highly  regarded 
by  all  who  know  him.  In  addition  to  the  children  named,  two,  Oscar  and  Anna, 
were  born  in  Barron  County.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Swedish  Lutheran 
Church,  in  which  Mr.  Beylund  has  held  office.  The  record  of  the  children,  in 
brief,  is  as  follows:  Jennie,  born  Sept.  5,  1882,  is  now  Mrs.  William  Robarge 
of  Chippewa  Falls.  Maria  Adalia,  born  Nov.  20,  1884,  is  Mrs.  Glenn  Hartzel  of 
Rice  Lake.  John  V.,  born  Feb.  10,  1887,  resides  in  Duluth.  Alex  W.,  born  Aug. 
22,  1889,  is  at  home.  Anna  (first),  born  Oct.  15,  1892,  died  April  27,  1896. 
Oscar,  born  April  17,  1895,  and  Anna  (second),  born  Nov.  17,  1897,  are  at 
home. 

Gunder  Anderson,  early  settler  of  Stanley  Township,  was  born  in  Norway, 
the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Anderson,  who  brought  him  to  America  when  he 
was  four  years  old  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Waupaca  County,  in  this  state.  He 
was  reared  in  that  county  and  early  took  up  farm  pursuits,  working  on  thresh¬ 
ing  crews  while  he  was  still  a  boy.  As  a  young  man  he  secured  a  tract  of  land 
in  Shawano  County,  this  state.  In  the  seventies  he  sold  out,  and  came  to  Bar¬ 
ron  County  and  took  a  homestead  of  120  acres  of  wild  land  in  Section  35, 
Stanley  Township.  At  that  time  he  was  practically  without  means.  But  he 
had  health  and  strength  and  perseverence,  and  by  hard  work  he  achieved  suc¬ 
cess.  First  he  built  a  log  cabin  and  made  a  small  clearing.  Eau  Claire  was 
his  market  point,  and  the  trip  there  with  grain  required  three  days’  time.  He 
could  not  then  afford  expensive  machinery,  and  his  grain  was  harvested  with 
a  cradle.  In  time  he  replaced  his  log  cabin  with  a  good  set  of  buildings,  and 
his  wild  land  was  developed  into  a  fertile  farm  to  which  he  added  until  he 
owned  200  acres.  He  was  respected  in  the  community  and  held  various  offices, 
including  that  of  town  supervisor.  He  was  active  in  church  affairs  and  gave 
the  use  Qf  his  log  house  for  the  first  services  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  faith 
held  in  this  vicinity.  He  died  in  1915,  and  his  good  wife  is  still  living.  In  the 
family  there  were  eight  children:  John,  Oscar,  Helga,  George,  Andrew,  Alvin, 
Martin  and  Edna. 

Oscar  E.  Anderson,  public  official  and  successful  farmer  of  Stanley  Town¬ 
ship,  has  the  distinction  of  being  a  native  of  the  township  where  he  still  re¬ 
sides,  having  been  born  in  a  pioneer  log  cabin  here  April  7,  1879,  the  son  of 
Gunder  and  Antonette  Anderson.  As  a  boy  he  attended  the  old  log  schoolhouse 
of  his  district.  This  log  cabin,  sided  up,  plastered  and  remodeled,  is  still 
standing.  He  was  reared  to  farm  pursuits  and  as  a  young  man  purchased  a 
farm  in  Maple  Grove  Township,  this  county.  A  year  and  a  half  later  he  sold 
out  and  purchased  a  farm  in  Barron  Township,  where  he  remained  about  two 
years.  In  1908  he  purchased  80  acres  of  wild  land  in  Section  29,  in  his  native 
township,  and  on  this  tract  he  still  lives.  When  he  purchased  the  place  it  was 
all  wild.  He  has  cleared  and  tilled  the  whole  tract,  and  has  erected  a  good  set 
of  buildings,  so  that  he  now  has  as  good  a  home  and  farm  as  are  to  be  found 
in  the  neighborhood.  He  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  and  has 
been  successful  in  his  operations.  Outside  of  carrying  on  his  farm  work,  he 
has  done  his  duty  as  a  good  citizen  in  public  life.  He  has  been  treasurer  of  his 
township,  and  in  1920  was  elected  chairman.  For  one  year  he  was  secretary 
of  the  Farmers  Telephone  Co.  He  has  been  trustee  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran 
Church  at  Cameron  for  six  years. 
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Mr.  Anderson  was  married  March  22,  1905  to  Lottie  Lee,  who  was  born  in 
Juneau  County,  this  state,  April  28,  1882,  the  daughter  of  Torger  Lee.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Anderson  take  especial  pride  in  their  fine  family  of  four  sturdy  and 
straightforward  boys,  Alden,  Orville,  Lyle  and  Maynard.  Their  first-born  son, 
Gordon,  died  in  infancy. 

Christian  D.  Hoyer,  proprietor  of  the  modern  Meadow  Creek  Dairy  Farm, 
Section  4,  Stanley  Township,  is  one  of  the  well-to-do  men  of  his  vicinity.  He 
believes  in  following  the  latest  improved  methods  of  farming,  he  believes  in 
conveniences  and  comforts  for  his  family,  and  he  believes  in  taking  advantage 
of  the  machinery  and  implements  which  place  agricultural  operations  on  a 
scientific  basis.  He  comes  of  pioneer  stock,  and  was  born  in  a  log  house  in 
Hamilton  Township,  La  Crosse  County,  this  state,  Dec.  18,  1878,  the  son  of 
Christian  and  Dora  (Buteker)  Hoyer,  natives  of  Germany.  These  worthy  peo¬ 
ple  came  to  America  when  they  were  young  people,  and  were  married  in  Wis¬ 
consin.  They  started  homemaking  on  160  acres  of  wild  land  in  Hamilton  Town¬ 
ship,  La  Crosse  County.  For  some  years,  while  clearing  up  a  part  of  the  land, 
they  lived  in  a  log  cabin.  At  first  they  had  no  oxen  or  horses  and  had  to  make 
arrangements  with  their  neighbors  for  their  heavier  work,  sometimes  giving  a 
week’s  work,  for  the  use  of  a  yoke  of  oxen  for  part  of  a  day.  The  trading  point 
was  at  West  Salem,  four  miles  away.  The  father  brought  all  the  provisions 
and  supplies  from  that  place  on  foot.  They  helped  to  organize  the  first  Ger¬ 
man  Lutheran  Church  in  the  vicinity,  and  early  services  were  held  in  their 
cabin.  As  time  passed  they  erected  a  good  set  of  buildings  and  developed  a 
fertile  farm.  The  father  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-two.  The  mother  had 
passed  away  many  years  before,  at  the  age  of  forty-five.  Christian  D.  was 
the  fifth  in  a  family  of  nine  children.  He  was  reared  on  the  home  farm,  and 
attended  school  in  the  neighborhood.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  started  work¬ 
ing  out  by  the  month.  At  first  he  received  $15  a  month.  After  a  while  he 
became  so  proficient  that  he  received  $40  a  month,  which  was  regarded  as  a 
princely  wage  for  a  farmer  in  those  days.  On  Nov.  9,  1904,  he  married  Rachael 
Steloh,  who,  like  himself,  was  born  in  Hamilton  Township,  the  daughter  of 
Fred  and  Marie  (Miller)  Steloh,  early  settlers  of  La  Crosse  County,  and  of 
German  descent.  After  their  marriage,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hoyer  started  home¬ 
making  on  a  farm  in  Burns  Township,  La  Crosse  County.  In  1915,  he  came  to 
Barron  County,  and  bought  160  acres  in  Section  4,  Stanley  Township.  He 
started  here  with  five  cows  and  two  horses.  He  has  since  then  developed  the 
place  into  one  of  the  best  in  the  township.  He  has  a  new,  modern,  eight-room 
house,  and  a  new  barn,  34  by  62  feet,  with  cement  floor  and  full  cement  base¬ 
ment,  equipped  with  modern  appliances,  including  stanchions,  and  running 
water  in  front  of  every  cow.  He  has  also  installed  an  electric  plant  which 
supplies  light  for  the  house,  barn  and  yards.  He  carries  on  general  farming 
in  all  its  branches,  and  makes  a  specialty  of  dairying  with  a  large  herd  of  Hol¬ 
stein  cattle.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hoyer  have  four  children:  Elsie,  Margaret,  Lorine 
and  Maynard.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church. 

Henry  Maug,  a  modern  farmer  of  Section  19,  Stanley  Township,  was  born 
in  Trempealeau  County,  Wis.,  April  26,  1876,  son  of  Hans  and  Caroline  (Peter¬ 
son)  Maug.  Hans  Maug  was  born  in  Norway,  the  son  of  Ole  and  Johanna  Hal- 
vorson,  and  descended  from  a  long  line  of  sturdy  Norwegian  fishermen  and 
farmers.  He  and  his  wife  came  to  America  as  young  people,  and  settled  on  a 
tract  of  wild  land  in  Hale  Township,  Trempealeau  County,  this  state.  He  built 
a  sod  house,  and  started  farming  with  crude  tools  and  implements.  His  only 
stock  for  some  time  was  a  yoHe  of  oxen.  His  cultivating  was  done  with  a  22- 
inch  plow.  Provisions  were  scarce,  the  hardships  and  privations  were  many, 
and  all  the  neighbors  were  poor  people,  striving  for  a  living  in  a  new  country. 
But  they  had  faith  and  courage  and  in  time  prospered.  Ole  helped  put  up  the 
first  Norwegian  Church  in  his  neighborhood,  and  also  helped  to  establish  the 
school.  In  time  he  became  a  prosperous  and  substantial  citizen.  Henry,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  was  reared  in  his  native  county  and  learned  farming 
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from  his  father.  As  a  young  man  he  operated  various  farms  as  a  renter.  In 
1910  he  came  to  Barron  County,  and  bought  80  acres  of  land  in  Barron  Town¬ 
ship,  near  Barron.  Subsequently,  he  owned  and  improved  several  places  in  this 
county.  In  1918  he  settled  on  his  present  farm.  He  has  a  well-improved  and 
well-equipped  place,  and  his  house  and  barn  are  of  modern  construction,  with 
electric  lights,  running  water,  and  other  conveniences.  He  successfully  car¬ 
ries  on  general  farming  and  dairying  and  raises  some  excellent  stock.  Mr. 
Maug  was  married  April  12,  1902,  to  Nellie  Jacobson,  who  was  born  in  Trem-  ' 
pealeau  County,  Dec.  30,  1885,  daughter  of  Hans  and  Oline  Jacobson,  early  set¬ 
tlers  of  that  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Maug  have  six  children:  Cora,  Clara, 
Hazel,  Gilbert,  Hans  and  Alec.  Another  child,  Hilda,  died  in  infancy. 

Sever  Mickelson,  a  highly  regarded  farmer  of  Section  6,  Stanley  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  Norway,  Dec.  7,  1848,  the  son  of  Henry  and  Carrie  Mickelson. 
The  parents  came  to  this  country  and  settled  first  in  Michigan  and  then  in 
Wisconsin.  In  the  family  there  were  six  children,  of  whom  four  are  now  liv¬ 
ing,  Maret,  Ole,  Sever  and  Berit.  Sever  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  attended 
the  government  schools.  He  came  to  America  and  for  some  years  worked  in  the 
lumber  mills  at  Menomonie,  Wis.  In  1881  he  secured  a  farm  of  80  acres  in 
Prairie  Farm  Township,  this  county.  This  was  all  wild.  He  built  a  log  cabin, 
began  to  clear  up  the  farm,  and  put  in  a  small  acreage  of  crops.  He  had  no 
money,  and  few  tools.  His  domestic  stock  consisted  of  one  cow.  But  he  per¬ 
severed  in  spite  of  handicaps  and  built  up  a  good  place.  His  wife,  Gena,  died 
there,  leaving  a  little  daughter,  Gena.  Then  he  moved  to  Rice  Lake,  and  entered 
the  employ  of  the  Rice  Lake  Lumber  Co.  While  in  that  city  he  married  Mrs. 
Nellie  Anderson,  who  was  born  in  Norway,  Jan.  21,  1861,  and  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1888.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  one  son,  Norman,  who 
was  born  Nov.  3,  1897.  In  1901,  Mr.  Mickelson  bought  40  acres  in  Section  6, 
Stanley  Township.  A  log  house  stood  on  the  place  and  a  few  acres  had  been 
broken.  Here,  as  before,  he  started  to  develop  a  farm.  He  has  cleared  and 
cultivated  and  fenced  the  fertile  acres,  he  has  erected  a  good  set  of  modern 
buildings,  and  he  has  purchased  a  good  supply  of  tools,  implements  and  machin¬ 
ery.  He  now  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  and  raises  good  stock. 
He  and  his  family  are  supporters  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church.  Mrs. 
Mickelson,  whose  maiden  name  was  Anderson,  was  first  married  in  Rice  Lake  to 
Hans  Anderson,  who  died  Sept.  23,  1891.  By  him  she  had  one  son,  Elmer,  born 
Jan.  2,  1891,  who  now  conducts  the  home  farm. 

John  Ferdinand  Rudolph,  a  solid,  substantial  and  hard-working  citizen  of 
Section  20,  Stanley  Township,  was  born  in  Pomerania,  Germany,  Dec.  3,  1865, 
the  son  of  John  and  Albertina  Rudolph,  honorable  and  God-fearing  people  of 
that  country.  In  the  family  there  were  ten  children.  Seven  came  to  this  coun¬ 
try,  and  three,  Carl,  Herman  and  Wilhelmina,  remained  in  Germany.  Four, 
John  F.,  Ferdinand,  Julius  and  Robert — came  to  Wisconsin  together.  John  F. 
was  reared  in  his  native  land,  and  there  married  Ernestina  Voelker,  by  whom 
he  had  one  daughter,  Anna.  He  came  to  America  in  the  nineties,  and  located 
at  Rice  Lake,  where  he  worked  for  the  Rice  Lake  Lumber  Co.  for  several  years. 
Then  he  bought  his  present  farm  of  118  acres.  The  track  was  mostly  timber 
land,  and  the  buildings  standing  thereon  were  in  poor  condition.  He  set  to 
work,  toiled  early  and  late,  and  cleared  the  land  and  developed  a  good  place. 
He  fixed  over  the  house  and  built  a  substantial  barn,  34  by  60  feet,  and  other 
buildings.  Mr.  Rudolph  is  well  liked  by  his  neighbors  and  has  served  with 
credit  in  town  and  school  offices.  He  has  been  a  faithful  adherent  of  the  Ger¬ 
man  Lutheran  faith,  and  helped  to  build  the  church  of  that  denomination  at 
Cameron.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  he  married  her  sister,  Bertha. 
There  are  now  six  children  in  the  family:  Anna,  as  already  mentioned,  born 
in  Germany,  daughter  by  Mr.  Rudolph’s  first  wife;  and  Otto,  Herman,  Walter, 
Elizabeth,  and  Esther,  born  in  the  United  States,  the  children  of  Mr.  Rudolph’s 
second  marriage  to  Bertha  Voelker.  Another  child  of  the  second  marriage, 
Ella,  is  now  deceased. 
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Rudolph  H.  Rauchenstein,  Section  4,  Stanley  Township,  is  one  of  the  real 
pioneers  of  the  county,  having  lived  here  for  nearly  half  a  century.  He  was 
born  in  Switzerland,  July  31,  1846,  and  there  grew  to  adult  years.  He  came  to 
America  as  a  single  man  in  1869,  and  located  at  Eau  Claire,  Wis.,  where  he 
worked  in  the  mills  and  on  farms.  In  1872  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  took 
a  homestead  of  160  acres  of  wild  land  in  Section  4,  Stanley  Township.  He 
erected  a  log  house  and  started  in  with  little  more  than  his  hands.  To  this 
place,  in  1876,  he  brought  his  bride.  For  some  years  they  endured  many  of  the 
discomforts  of  pioneer  life.  It  was  some  months  before  they  even  had  a  cow. 
Cash  was  scarce  and  the  family  had  to  get  along  as  best  they  could  with  such 
things  as  they  could  get.  The  wife  spun  yarn  on  her  spinning  wheel  and  thus 
made  socks  and  mittens  and  even  jackets.  Gradually  their  hard  work  resulted 
in  success.  He  built  a  good  frame  house,  a  modern  barn  36  by  80  feet,  and 
other  buildings  such  as  a  granary,  chicken  house  and  sheds.  By  faithful  toil 
he  developed  a  good  farm  and  became  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  his  com¬ 
munity.  In  1913  his  wife  died,  and  at  that  time  he  practically  retired  from  the 
more  strenuous  duties  of  farm  life,  though  he  still  lives  on  the  place,  helps  in 
the  busy  seasons,  and  gives  his  son  the  advantage  of  his  long  years  of  experi¬ 
ence.  He  has  served  on  the  school  board  and  has  taken  his  part  in  public 
affairs  as  a  good  citizen.  He  was  married  Aug.  14,  1875,  to  Barbara  Markle, 
who  was  born  in  Switzerland  July  17,  1846,  and  came  to  this  country  the  year 
of  her  marriage.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rauchenstein  had  five  children :  Adolph,  Fred, 
John,  Emil  and  Bertha. 

John  Rauchenstein,  a  successful  agriculturist  and  dairyman  of  Stanley 
Township,  was  born  on  the  farm  where  he  still  lives  in  Section  4,  on  Jan.  16, 
1886,  the  son  of  Rudolph  H.  and  Barbara  (Markle)  Rauchenstein,  the  pioneers. 
He  grew  to  manhood  on  the  home  place,  attended  school  in  the  neighborhood, 
and  learned  farming  from  his  father.  In  1913,  when  his  mother  died,  he  took 
over  the  management  of  the  old  homestead  and  has  since  continued  to  operate 
it.  He  has  continued  the  improvements  and  has  installed  modern  machinery, 
including  a  milking  machine.  As  the  father  of  children  he  has  been  interested 
in  education,  and  like  his  father  before  him,  has  served  on  the  school  board  of 
his  district.  He  has  been  especially  active  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
of  Rice  Lake,  and  is  now  a  member  of  its  official  board.  In  all  things  he  is  a 
good  citizen  and  a  good  farmer,  and  stands  well  with  all  who  know  him.  He 
was  married  on  June  11,  1913  to  Edna  Solum,  the  daughter  of  Edward  and 
Katherine  Solum  of  this  township,  and  they  have  four  children :  Alice,  Edward, 
Elma  and  Evelyn. 

John  Bachleda,  a  respected  farmer  of  Section  17,  Stanley  Township,  was 
born  in  Poland  of  good  old  Polish  stock.  He  was  reared  there  and  learned  the 
blacksmith’s  trade  which  he  followed  for  many  years  while  living  on  a  farm. 
He  married  Anna  Holly,  the  daughter  of  a  neighbor,  and  they  had  a  good  family 
of  six  children:  John,  Joseph  (born  Feb.  18,  1883),  Ed.,  Frank,  Emil  (born 
Feb.  22,  1897),  and  Antonia.  The  first  of  the  family  to  come  to  America  was 
the  oldest  son,  John,  who  settled  in  Pennsylvania.  He  was  joined  about  1903 
by  Joseph.  Later  Ed  joined  the  other  two.  In  1908  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
his  wife  and  two  sons,  Frank  and  Emil,  came  to  this  country,  leaving  the 
daughter,  Antonia,  in  Poland.  They  settled  on  a  tract  of  80  acres  in  Section  17, 
Stanley  Township,  this  county.  The  land  had  been  cut  over,  about  14  acres  had 
been  cleared  and  cultivated,  and  a  shack,  14  by  16  feet  had  been  erected.  Here 
they  started  farming.  A  little  later  Frank  started  out  for  himself.  In  1911 
Joseph  came  from  Pennsylvania  and  took  up  his  home  with  his  parents.  The 
two  young  men,  Joseph  and  Emil,  now  operate  the  place  and  live  with  their 
mother.  They  have  cleared,  cultivated  and  fenced  the  land,  they  have  erected 
good  buildings,  and  are  successfully  carrying  on  general  farming  and  stock 
raising.  Both  young  men  stand  well  in  the  community,  they  have  many  friends 
and  are  well  liked,  and  they  believe  in  taking  their  share  in  everything  that  has 
for  its  object  the  best  interests  of  the  township  and  county.  They  are  good 
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farmers,  energetic  and  hard  working,  and  have  great  faith  in  the  future  of  this 
part  of  the  state.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

Sever*  O.  Mauseth,  pioneer  business  man  of  Cameron,  and  still  a  leading 
merchant,  was  born  in  Norway  May  8,  1859,  the  son  of  Ole  and  Gertrude  Mau¬ 
seth,  and  the  youngest  of  seven  children.  He  was  educated  on  a  farm  in  his 
native  land  and  early  determined  to  devote  his  life  to  mercantile  pursuits.  With 
this  object  in  view  he  went  to  Christiansund,  the  city  nearest  his  home,  and 
became  a  clerk  in  a  store.  In  1880  he  started  for  America  to  join  his  brother. 
Nils,  who  had  a  homestead  in  North  Dakota.  He  reached  Breckinridge  in  that 
state,  safely,  and  with  several  others  walked  twenty  miles  through  mud  and 
water  across  the  prairie  to  the  neighborhood  where  his  brother  lived.  For 
a  while  he  worked  on  farms  there  and  then  worked  for  the  railroad.  That  fall 
he  came  to  Wisconsin  and  found  his  way  to  Cumberland,  in  this  county.  From 
there  he  started  to  Eau  Claire.  In  Baldwin,  in  St.  Croix  County,  he  found  a 
place  where  he  could  work  for  his  board  and  attend  school,  thus  improving  his 
knowledge  of  English.  The  next  summer  he  worked  as  clerk  in  a  store  in 
Baldwin.  From  there  he  went  to  Minneapolis  and  became  clerk  in  a  carpet 
establishment.  In  the  meantime  he  kept  up  a  correspondence  with  Lars  Roe, 
who  had  been  a  friend  of  his  in  Norway,  and  who,  upon  coming  to  America,  had 
located  at  Porters  Mills  in  Eau  Claire  County,  Wisconsin.  At  Mr.  Roe's  sug¬ 
gestion,  Mr.  Mauseth  joined  him  at  Porters  Mills  and  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Northwestern  Lumber  Co.  in  their  store  there.  Soon  he  was  made  the  general 
manager.  After  some  nine  years  in  this  employ  his  health  failed  and  he  took 
an  extended  trip  to  Seattle,  Wash.  Upon  his  return  he  entered  the  employ  of 
the  Northwestern  Lumber  Co.  once  more,  this  time  in  their  office.  In  1891  he 
and  his  old  friend,  Lars  Roe,  formed  a  partnership  under  the  firm  name  of  Mau¬ 
seth  &  Roe,  and  opened  a  general  store  in  Cameron.  Both  partners  were  men 
of  stability  and  character,  they  were  thorough  business  men,  they  knew  how  to 
serve  the  public,  and  their  success  was  assured  from  the  start.  They  took  Ole 
Roe,  a  brother  of  Lars  Roe,  as  a  third  partner,  and  reorganized  the  concern  as 
Mauseth,  Roe  &  Co.  Their  success  continued  on  a  still  larger  scale.  In  1898 
Mr.  Mauseth  and  Ole  Roe  bought  out  Lars’  interests  and  the  firm  again  became 
Mauseth  &  Roe.  They  continued  together  until  March  1,  1913  when  Mr.  Mau¬ 
seth  bought  out  his  partner  and  has  continued  as  sole  proprietor  since.  The 
store  is  one  of  the  leading  mercantile  establishments  in  this  part  of  the  county 
and  handles  a  fine  line  of  everything  that  is  usually  found  in  such  places.  The 
customers  come  from  miles  around,  and  all  are  assured  of  the  fairest  treatment 
in  every  way.  On  March  30,  1916,  his  store  building  was  entirely  destroyed  by 
fire.  Immediately  afterward  he  began  the  erection  of  his  present  building, 
40  by  90  feet  with  full  basement.  Mr.  Mauseth  is  one  of  the  real  leaders  in  the 
community.  When  the  village  of  Cameron  was  organized  he  was  a  member  of 
its  first  board  of  trustees,  and  he  continued  to  serve  as  trustee  until  1920,  when 
he  was  elected  president.  Before  the  village  was.  incorporated  he  was  clerk  of 
Stanley  Township  for  a  long  period  of  years.  He  was  also  clerk  of  the  school 
board  for  several  terms.  When  the  Bank  of  Cameron  was  organized  he  was 
made  vice  president,  which  he  held  for  about  three  years.  He  helped  to  organ¬ 
ize  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church  at  Cameron  and  has  served  as  its  secretary 
and  also  as  one  of  its  trustees.  All  in  all  he  is  a  useful  man  whose  story  is 
written  as  a  part  of  the  history  of  the  county.  He  has  done  his  share  as  a  good 
citizen  in  every  respect,  and  his  influence  has  ever  been  for  the  things  that  are 
best.  As  a  citizen,  as  a  business  man,  and  as  a  public  official,  he  has  been 
faithful  to  every  duty  of  life.  Mr.  Mauseth  was  married  Sept.  20,  1884,  at 
Eau  Claire,  Wis.,  to  Marie  Simenson,  who  was  born  in  Norway  on  Sept.  4,  1860, 
the  daughter  of  Simon  and  (Marit)  Simenson.  In  the  family  there  are  seven 
children:  Geneva,  Mabel,  Walter,  Oliver,  Mildred  (deceased),  Viola  and  Val- 
borg.  All  have  been  given  higher  educations  and  all  are  a  credit  to  their  par¬ 
ents  and  their  home  training.  Geneva  lives  in  Minneapolis.  She  has  been  a 
teacher  and  school  principal.  Mabel  is  the  wife  of  J.  E.  Hendrickson,  of 
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Minneapolis,  cashier  in  the  office  of  the  American  Railway  Express  Co.,  there. 
Walter  is  also  employed  by  that  company  at  Minneapolis.  Oliver  is  a  school 
superintendent.  Viola  is  attending  the  college  of  St.  Olaf.  Valborg  is  a  high 
school  student  at  Cameron. 

Frank  Draak,  retired  farmer  of  Sections  33  and  34,  Stanley  Township,  now 
living  in  Cameron,  was  born  in  Germany,  April  14,  1865,  one  of  the  four  chil¬ 
dren  of  Carl  Draak.  The  mother  died  in  1869.  Frank  was  reared  on  a  farm  in 
Germany  and  there  lived  to  adult  years.  He  came  to  America  in  1888  and 
found  his  way  to  Barron  County,  where  he  worked  in  the  woods,  in  mills,  and 
on  the  railroads.  In  1898  he  bought  80  acres  of  wild  land  in  Sections  33  and  34, 
but  little  developed  and  with  but  an  old  shack  on  the  place.  He  moved  into  this 
shack  with  his  bride  and  they  started  homemaking.  They  were  in  debt,  they 
had  but  little  in  the  way  of  furniture  and  farm  equipment,  and  for  a  while  they 
had  to  practice  many  denials.  But  as  the  years  passed  they  won  prosperity. 
Their  shack  was  replaced  first  by  a  log  cabin  and  later  by  a  frame  house.  The 
farm  was  gradually  improved  until  about  half  was  cleared  and  under  cultiva¬ 
tion.  In  1918,  after  long  years  of  hard  work,  they  retired  and  moved  to  Cam¬ 
eron,  where  they  are  reaping  the  well-deserved  rewards  of  a  useful  life.  Mr. 
Draak  was  married  at  Sumner  on  Aug.  29,  1896,  to  Elizabeth  Pieper,  who  was 
born  in  Germany,  April  26,  1872,  the  daughter  of  August  and  Henrietta  (Bortz) 
Pieper  of  this  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Draak  have  had  three  children:  Edith, 
now  Mrs.  Carl  Wetzel  of  Maple  Grove  Township;  Esther  of  Eau  Claire,  and 
Maynard,  a  bright  boy  and  the  pride  of  his  parents’  hearts,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  thirteen  years.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  German  Lutheran 
Church. 

John  E.  McKain,  a  veteran  of  the  Spanish-American  war,  and  now  proprie¬ 
tor  of  a  barber  shop  in  Barron,  was  born  in  Tomah,  Monroe  County,  Wis., 
Feb.  7,  1872,  son  of  Moses  and  Margaret  (Brown)  McKain.  The  parents  were 
natives  of  Ireland  who  came  to  America  in  the  early  fifties  and  settled  in  Ver¬ 
mont  where  Moses  McKain  worked  as  a  herdsman  until  1866.  He  then  came 
to  Monroe  County,  Wisconsin,  where  he  secured  a  homestead  of  40  acres  on 
which  he  farmed  until  he  moved  to  Tomah,  where  he  died  in  1910,  and  where 
his  wife  still  resides.  In  the  family  there  were  six  children:  Bessie  (deceased), 
James  (deceased),  Elizabeth,  John  E.,  Euphemia  and  Margaret.  John  E.  re¬ 
ceived  his  early  education  in  his  native  city  and  then  learned  the  barber’s 
trade.  In  1891  he  went  to  Superior,  Wis.,  but  after  a  year  returned  to  Tomah, 
and  from  there  went  to  Neilsville.  From  the  days  of  his  youth  he  was  inter¬ 
ested  in  military  affairs  and  in  all  served  for  ten  years  in  Company  K,  3rd 
Regiment,  W.  N.  G.  As  a  member  of  this  company  in  1898  he  was  inducted  into 
the  United  States’  service  in  the  Spanish-American  war  as  a  sergeant.  He 
trained  at  Chickamauga  and  Charlestown  and  saw  active  service  in  Porto  Rico. 
In  1900  he  opened  a  barber  shop  at  West  Salen,  Wis.,  which  he  continued  for 
fifteen  years.  Then  he  came  to  Barron  and  bought  a  half  interest  in  the  shop 
of  D.  D.  Page.  He  opened  a  shop  in  the  First  National  Bank  building  in  1917. 
In  December,  1921,  he  moved  into  his  present  place  in  the  Hulbert  building. 
Here  he  has  one  of  the  finest  and  best  equipped  barber  shops  in  Barron  County, 
fully  equipped  with  all  new  and  sanitary  furnishings.  Three  chairs  are  main¬ 
tained,  and  two  licensed  barbers,  besides  Mr.  McKain,  are  in  attendance,  every 
attention  being  given  to  the  patrons.  John  E.  McKain  was  married  May  31, 
1911,  to  Ida  Anderson,  who  was  born  June  17,  1883,  daughter  of  John  and 
Clara  (Berg)  Anderson.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  three  children: 
Beatrice  M.,  born  May  6,  1912;  Edward  J.,  born  Oct.  25,  1913,  and  La  Verne  S., 
born  May  10,  1917. 

Ole  O.  Jorstad,  early  settler  of  Rice  Lake  and  Stanley  Townships,  now  liv¬ 
ing  retired  in  Cameron,  was  born  in  Norway  April  8,  1851,  oldest  of  the  ten  chil¬ 
dren  of  Ole  and  Martha  Jorstad,  who  were  natives  of  Norway,  and  spent  their 
latter  years  in  St.  Croix  County,  this  state.  He  was  reared  and  educated  in  his 
native  land,  and  there  grew  to  adult  years.  In  1868  he  came  to  the  United 


Digitized 


764 


HISTORY  OF  BARRON  COUNTY 


States,  found  his  way  to  Menomonie,  in  Dunn  County,  this  state,  and  there 
identified  himself  with  the  lumbering  industry.  At  first  he  worked  in  the  mills 
there.  Then  for  eighteen  winters  he  was  cook  in  lumber  camps  throughout 
this  part  of  the  state.  He  married  in  1873,  and  he  and  his  wife  took  a  home¬ 
stead  of  160  acres  in  Rice  Lake  Township,  this  county.  He  built  a  log  cabin 
and  started  farming  with  a  team  of  oxen  and  two  cows.  But  this  region  proved 
too  lonely  for  his  wife  who  was  left  alone  winters.  There  were  almost  no 
neighbors,  travel  in  the  cold  season  was  almost  entirely  suspended,  and  the 
Indians  still  swarmed  about  in  large  numbers.  So  they  moved  to  Stanley 
Township  where  they  secured  160  acres  in  Section  17.  There  they  developed  a 
good  farm.  Mr.  Jorstad  took  a  deep  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  township 
and  served  three  years  as  town  supervisor  and  six  years  as  town  treasurer, 
in  addition  to  many  terms  on  the  school  board.  He  also  held  office 
in  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church  at  Cameron.  In  1916,  after  a 
long  and  useful  career  on  the  farm,  he  and  his  wife  retired  and  moved  to 
Cameron  where  they  now  live.  They  are  well  regarded,  they  have  reared  a 
good  family,  and  they  delight  in  keeping  their  hospitable  home  always  open  to 
their  friends  and  neighbors.  Mr.  Jorstad  was  married  March  9,  1873,  to 
Frederica  Frederickson,  who  was  born  Dec.  22,  1863,  the  daughter  of  Lars  and 
Gunhild  (Olson)  Frederickson,  who  came  to  America  in  the  late  sixties  and 
secured  160  acres  of  wild  land  in  Section  28,  Stanley  Township,  being  the  first 
white  settlers  in  that  vicinity.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jorstad  have  had  nine  children: 
Marie,  Albert,  William  Arthur,  Thomas  Edgar,  Hannah  Amelia,  Hulda  Wal- 
borg  and  Floyd  Oswald,  living;  and  George  Lien  and  Florence  Louise  who 
died  in  infancy.  Marie  is  the  wife  of  Eugene  Nehls,  of  Phillips,  Wis.  Albert 
lives  in  Rice  Lake,  Wis.  William  Arthur  is  operating  the  home  farm.  Thomas 
Edgar  farms  in  Stanley  Township.  Hannah  Amelia  is  the  wife  of  C.  H. 
Museus  of  Cameron.  Hulda  Walborg  is  at  home.  Floyd  Oswald  is  an  electrical 
engineer  in  New  York. 

Henry  August  Steltzner,  one  of  the  real  pioneers  of  Stanley  Township, 
was  born  in  Switzerland  July  24.  1830,  and  was  there  reared  and  educated  and 
grew  to  adult  years.  He  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade  as  a  youth  and  followed 
this  in  his  native  land  for  some  years.  In  1868  he  came  to  the  United  States 
and  followed  his  trade  in  La  Crosse,  La  Crosse  County,  this  state.  For  a  few 
months  he  worked  in  Minnesota  and  then  again  returned  to  La  Crosse.  From 
there  he  went  to  Buffalo,  Buffalo  County,  this  state,  then  to  Eau  Claire,  in  Eau 
Claire  County,  and  then  to  Menomonie,  in  Dunn  County.  In  1870  he  secured 
a  homestead  of  160  acres  in  Section  4,  Stanley  Township.  This  was  then  all 
wild  land.  He  built  a  log  cabin  and  started  clearing  up  the  place.  At  first  he 
had  little  to  work  with  except  his  hands  and  a  few  tools.  His  first  cows  were 
raised  from  calves  for  him  by  a  neighbor.  A  little  while  after  he  arrived  he 
secured  an  ox  team.  He  prospered  with  the  years  and  in  time  developed  a  good 
farm.  To  his  original  tract  he  added  80  acres  more,  making  a  good  place  of 
240  acres,  one  of  the  largest  in  the  neighborhood.  He  erected  good  frame 
buildings,  some  of  which  were  the  work  of  his  own  hands.  For  many  years  he 
successfully  carried  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  He  became  one  of  the 
leading  men  of  his  community.  He  was  honest  and  upright  in  every  respect 
and  was  held  in  high  esteem  and  regard.  For  some  years  he  was  assessor  of 
his  township,  and  he  also  served  on  the  school  board  for  many  terms.  His 
death,  June  18,  1893,  was  sincerely  mourned  by  all  who  knew  him.  He  was  a 
good  citizen,  a  loving  husband  and  a  kind  father,  and  exerted  a  goqd  influence 
over  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact.  Mr.  Steltzner  was  married  Aug.  14, 
1875,  to  Mary  Becker,  who  was  born  in  Dodge  County,  Wisconsin,  Oct.  14, 
1856,  the  daughter  of  Peter  and  Magdalena  (Weiser)  Becker,  natives  of  Ger¬ 
many  and  early  settlers  of  that  county.  Mrs.  Steltzner  still  lives  on  the  home 
place.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Steltzner  had  nine  children:  Peter,  August,  Magdalena, 
Christian,  Andrew,  Louis  W.,  living;  and  Henry,  Lucy  and  Elizabeth,  deceased. 

Louis  W.  Steltzner,  a  hard-working  farmer  of  Section  4,  Stanley  Town- 
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ship,  is  a  native  of  this  county,  born  on  the  place  where  he  still  resides,  Aug. 
22,  1889,  the  son  of  Henry  and  Mary  (Becker)  Steltzner,  the  pioneers.  He  was 
reared  here,  attended  school  in  the  neighborhood  and  was  graduated  from  the 
Rice  Lake  High  School.  He  lost  his  father  when  he  was  a  small  boy,  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  he  early  took  over  the  responsibilities  of  the  home  farm  and  now 
conducts  it  and  makes  a  home  for  his  mother.  He  carries  on  general  farming 
and  stock  raising  and  makes  a  specialty  of  Jersey  cows  and  Duroc  swine.  Like 
his  father  before  him  he  stands  well  in  the  community  and  is  well  liked  by  all 
who  know  him. 

Simon  B.  Severson,  retired  farmer  now  living  in  Cameron,  was  born  in 
Norway  March  1,  1872,  the  son  of  Bjorn  and  Ronghild  Severson,  the  name 
originally  being  spelled  Syverson.  Of  the  eight  children  in  the  family,  Simon 
B.  was  the  sixth.  He  received  his  early  education  in  his  native  country,  grew 
up  on  the  farm,  and  was  a  youth  of  seventeen  when  in  1889,  with  his  father  and 
mother,  two  brothers,  John  and  Thomas,  and  one  sister,  Bertha,  he  came  to 
Maple  Grove  Township  where  the  family  joined  an  older  brother,  Sever,  who 
had  come  over  some  five  years  previous.  After  the  family  got  located,  Simon 
B.  went  to  work  in  Barron.  In  1891  he  bought  a  farm  in  Section  24,  Maple 
Grove  Township  which  he  cleared  to  some  extent.  He  bought  another  place  of 
88  acres  in  Section  18  in  the  same  township  in  1900.  An  old  building  stood  on 
the  place  and  some  of  the  land  had  been  cleared.  To  this  place  he  brought  his 
bride  and  here  they  started  homemaking.  As  time  passed  he  erected  a  good  set 
of  buildings  and  developed  a  good  farm.  There  he  successfully  farmed  for 
over  seventeen  years.  In  this  long  period  he  became  one  of  the  best-known 
men  in  the  community  and  was  a  man  of  considerable  influence  and  importance 
among  his  friends.  In  1918  he  retired  and  moved  to  Cameron.  At  one  time  he 
was  a  trustee  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church  at  Maple  Grove,  now  the 
New  Scandinavian  Church.  Mr.  Severson  was  married  May  10,  1902  to  Inge- 
borg  Ingebretson,  who  was  born  in  Norway  Sept.  29,  1874,  the  daughter  of  In- 
gebret  and  Juran  Arneson.  The  mother  died  in  Norway,  and  the  father,  with 
his  daughter  Ingeborg,  came  to  the  United  States  in  1890,  and  died  in  Minne¬ 
sota.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Severson  have  five  children,  all  born  on  the  farm  in  Maple 
Grove  Township:  Rena,  March  12,  1904;  Elmer,  August  20,  1905;  Jennie,  Aug. 
30,  1908;  Olger,  Feb.  27,  1910,  and  Stena,  Jan.  26,  1916. 

Charles  E.  Bartlett,  implement  and  machinery  dealer,  former  postmaster 
of  Cameron  and  former  village,  town  and  school  official,  has  been  a  leader  in 
business,  public  and  fraternal  affairs  for  many  years,  and  is  one  of  the  most 
useful  citizens  of  this  region.  In  official  life  in  the  village  he  has  been  presi¬ 
dent,  trustee  and  clerk.  In  the  township  he  has  been  clerk.  In  the  school  dis¬ 
trict  he  served  in  a  similar  capacity  nearly  twenty  years.  In  fraternal  circles 
he  has  been  clerk  of  the  local  Woodmen  for  nearly  twenty  years,  and  of  the 
local  Yeomen  for  eight  years,  and  he  is  also  a  popular  member  of  the  Masons, 
Odd  Fellows  and  Beavers.  He  was  born  Dec.  11,  1871,  in  Bloomer,  Chippewa 
County,  Wisconsin,  son  of  Nathan  H.  and  Lucinda  (Chrystal)  Bartlett,  who 
brought  him  to  Cameron  when  he  was  ten  years  of  age.  He  attended  the 
schools  of  Chippewa  and  Barron  Counties  and  supplemented  this  with  a  thor¬ 
ough  course  in  Chippewa  Falls  Business  College.  His  early  years,  in  addition 
to  pursuing  his  education,  were  spent  on  the  farm.  In  1892  he  purchased  100 
acres  in  Stanley  Township,  this  county,  where  he  farmed  for  two  years.  He 
took  up  his  permanent  home  in  Cameron  in  1894.  He  worked  three  years  in  the 
implement  business  for  M.  C.  Howard,  three  years  scaling  logs  in  the  lumber 
camps,  and  was  twp  years  in  the  employ  of  the  Plano  Harvester  Co.,  after 
which  he  engaged  in  the  flour,  feed  and  farm  produce  business  for  several 
years.  He  was  appointed  postmaster  in  1903  and  served  efficiently  for  ten 
years.  Upon  his  retirement  in  1913  he  purchased  the  hardware  and  implement 
business  of  Ed.  Post.  He  has  disposed  of  the  hardware  department  and  still 
carries  on  the  sale  of  farm  implements  and  machinery  on  an  increasing  scale. 
He  has  an  excellent  stock  of  goods  and  has  the  confidence  of  the  entire  com- 
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munity,  as  it  is  known  throughout  this  region  that  his  dealings  are  always 
marked  by  the  utmost  fairness.  Mr.  Bartlett  was  married  at  Cameron,  Sept. 
5,  1895,  to  Annie  C.  Christiansen,  who  was  born  in  Christiana,  Norway,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Emil  and  Ann  Christiansen,  who  brought  her  to  America  in  1879  and 
located  in  Polk  County,  this  state,  coming  later  to  Cameron  where  the  father 
died  in  1911,  after  which  the  mother  moved  to  Hudson  where  she  died  in  1915. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bartlett  have  four  children:  Arthur  W.,  born  April  3,  1897; 
Orpha,  Feb.  26,  1899;  Harold  C.,  March  6,  1900,  and  Roy  M.,  born  May  1,  1903. 
Arthur  served  in  the  intelligence  department  with  the  86th  Division  in  France. 
Harold  C.  was  enrolled  in  the  S.  A.  T.  C.  at  the  University  of  Wisconsin  in 
1918-19.  Roy  M.  has  been  serving  in  the  U.  S.  Navy  since  November,  1920. 

Ludwig  Tonn,  retired  farmer,  is  one  of  the  estimable  citizens  'of  Cameron, 
has  made  his  way  from  early  boyhood  by  his  own  efforts  and  stands  well  among 
all  who  know  him.  He  was  born  in  Germany  Jan.  24,  1850,  and  lost  both  his 
parents  when  he  was  a  child  only  six  years  old.  He  was  taken  by  strangers  and 
reared  to  young  boyhood.  In  his  early  teens,  however,  he  began  to  shift  for 
himself.  In  1881,  having  in  the  meanwhile  married,  he  decided  to  better  his 
fortunes  in  the  new  world.  Accordingly,  he  set  out  with  his  wife  and  children. 
He  found  his  way  to  Chippewa  Falls,  this  state,  and  leaving  his  family  there 
walked  to  Sumner  Township,  Barron  County,  where  he  took  a  claim.  As  soon 
as  he  had  a  cabin  erected  his  family  joined  him.  Later  he  found  employment 
with  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.,  laboring  in  the  woods  in  the  winter  and  working  on 
their  farms  in  the  summer.  Still  later  he  moved  to  Cameron  and  found  em¬ 
ployment  at  railroad  work.  As  means  permitted  he  bought  seventy  acres  of 
partly  improved  land  adjoining  the  village.  He  remodeled  the  house,  ren¬ 
ovated  the  barn,  erected  other  buildings,  made  general  improvements  and  there 
carried  on  farming  along  successful  lines  for  many  years.  In  1918  he  turned 
the  management  of  the  place  over  to  his  two  oldest  sons,  Albert  and  William, 
who  are  conducting  it  along  modern  lines  and  winning  for  themselves  a  good 
place  in  the  community  as  hard-working,  competent,  intelligent  and  progressive 
young  men.  Mr.  Tonn  is  a  man  whose  opinions  are  valued  and  for  two  years 
he  did  good  work  on  the  town  board.  He  and  his  family  attend  the  German 
Lutheran  Church.  Mr.  Tonn  was  married  in  Germany  to  Caroline  Pieper,  and 
they  have  four  children:  Albert,  William,  Lillie  and  August.  Albert  and  Wil¬ 
liam,  as  noted,  live  with  their  parents  and  carry  on  the  home  farm.  Lillie  lives 
at  Minot,  N.  D.,  the  wife  of  W.  F.  Cox,  a  railroad  conductor.  August  married 
Florence  Garrett,  daughter  of  Frank  and  Sarah  Garrett  of  Barron,  and  has  two 
children,  Harold  and  Ariel. 

Christian  Eng,  now  deceased,  for  many  years  a  substantial  citizen  of  Sec¬ 
tion  27,  Stanley  Township,  was  born  in  Norway  Nov.  7,  1850,  and  was  there 
reared  and  educated.  He  learned  the  foundry  trade  in  his  youth  and  was  mar¬ 
ried  in  his  native  country  and  there  had  three  children.  For  the  sake  of  this 
family  he  decided  to  seek  his  fortunes  in  the  new  world.  Accordingly  he  came 
to  America  in  1880,  leaving  his  wife  and  children  in  Norway.  The  first  summer 
he  spent  in  Minnesota.  Then  he  came  to  Wisconsin  and  spent  a  winter  in  the 
woods.  In  the  spring  of  1881  he  bought  a  piece  of  land  in  Section  27  and 
brought  his  family  here.  The  land  was  then  all  wild.  The  family  moved  into 
a  small  log  cabin  and  for  a  while  he  continued  working  outside.  Then  he  de¬ 
cided  to  devote  most  of  his  attention  to  the  farm.  He  began  clearing  the  land 
and  continued  until  he  had  about  80  acres  under  cultivation.  In  the  meantime 
he  worked  for  some  years  at  his  trade  as  a  foundry  man.  He  was  highly  re¬ 
spected  and  held  in  the  deepest  esteem  both  among  the  farmers  and  among  the 
business  men  of  Cameron.  He  erected  a  good  house  and  a  large  barn,  and  was 
faithful  to  every  duty  of  life.  After  a  long  and  useful  career  he  died  March  7, 
1911,  and  his  death  was  sincerely  mourned.  Mr.  Eng  was  married  in  Norway 
June  11,  1874,  to  Mary  Christianson,  a  native  of  that  country.  The  three  chil¬ 
dren  born  there  were  Anton,  Carl  and  Casper.  The  children  born  on  the  home 
place  are  Anna  Marie,  Hannah  Olina,  Olga  Christina,  Gilbert  Mathias,  Mabel, 


Digitized  by  G00gle 


CHRISTIAN  ENG  AND  FAMILY 


Digitized  by  v^.ooQle 


HISTORY  OF  BARRON  COUNTY 


767 


Caspira  and  Arthur  Henry.  Olga  Christina  married  Sheldon  Swaney  and  they 
live  on  the  home  place  and  assist  in  its  operation.  Since  the  death  of  her  hus¬ 
band,  Mrs.  Eng  has  carried  on  the  work  of  the  farm  and  shouldered  the  family 
burdens.  She  is  a  capable  woman,  she  has  good  business  instincts,  and  her 
management  of  the  place  has  met  with  success.  She  has  taken  pride  in  her 
children,  she  is  the  best  of  neighbors,  and  she  has  delighted  in  keeping  open 
house  to  her  friends  and  her  children's  friends.  She  has  considered  it  a  matter 
of  duty  to  continue  her  husband’s  work  and  is  carrying  out  all  his  plans  for 
the  development  and  improvement  of  the  place. 

Frank  Samson,  prominent  and  successful  produce  dealer  of  Cameron, 
manager  of  the  two  elevators  in  the  village,  and  manager  of  a  potato  warehouse 
for  the  J.  R.  Beggs  Co.,  has  been  identified  with  the  business  life  of  this  region 
for  many  years.  He  was  born  in  Quebec,  Canada,  March  3,  1859,  son  of  Martin 
and  Mary  (Quintigne)  Samson,  who  spent  the  span  of  their  years  in  Canada, 
the  father  dying  in  1917  and  the  mother  in  1888.  In  the  family  there  were  eight 
children:  John,  Joseph,  Daniel,  Frank,  Margaret,  Mary,  Ellen  and  Christina. 
Margaret,  Ellen,  Daniel,  John  and  Joseph  are  dead.  All  the  family  except 
Frank  have  confined  their  activities  to  Canada.  By  a  previous  marriage,  how¬ 
ever,  the  mother  had  two  sons,  one  of  whom,  Malcolm  McNaughton,  lives  in 
New  Auburn,  this  state,  the  other,  Naughton  McNaughton,  being  in  British 
Columbia.  Frank  was  reared  in  his  native  province  and  was  there  educated. 
For  some  years  he  worked  in  the  lumber  woods  there.  He  came  to  the  States 
in  1881,  and  with  headquarters  at  Eau  Claire,  this  state,  was  identified  with 
the  lumber  industry,  first  as  a  chopper  and  then  as  a  cook  in  lumber  camps.  In 
1890  he  came  to  Cameron  and  established  a  general  store.  This  he  successfully 
conducted  for  eighteen  years,  winning  a  reputation  for  fair  dealing  and  honest 
methods.  The  store  was  organized  as  the  Farmers  Store  with  Mr.  Samson  as 
manager.  About  this  time  Mr.  Samson  erected  the  sightly  business  block  which 
now  bears  his  name.  In  1914  he  sold  out  to  the  Bloomer  Farms  Store  Co.,  who 
own  a  chain  of  Farmers’  Stores  in  this  part  of  Wisconsin.  He  then  devoted 
his  time  exclusively  to  the  produce  business  handling  principally  hay,  grains 
and  potatoes.  In  his  many  years’  residence  here  Mr.  Samson  has  taken  a  deep 
interest  in  the  progress  of  the  village.  When  Cameron  was  first  incorporated 
he  served  as  a  member  of  the  village  board  for  several  years.  He  has  also 
served  on  various  committees  and  delegations.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Masonic  Order  and  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  Mr.  Samson  was 
married  at  Minneapolis  March  13,  1889,  to  Susan  Forrest,  daughter  of  James 
and  Bridget  (Kennedy)  Forrest,  natives,  respectively,  of  Canada  and  Ireland. 
They  came  to  Wisconsin  from  Canada  and  settled  in  Eau  Claire  where  they 
spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  He  was  killed  in  1887  as  the  result  of  being 
caught  under  a  falling  tree  while  driving  a  team  of  horses  in  the  lumber 
woods.  She  died  in  1918.  They  had  a  good  family  of  five  girls  and  three  boys. 
Dane,  Helen  and  Susan  are  alive;  John,  Hugh,  Catherine,  Sarah  and  Maryann 
are  dead.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Samson  have  six  children :  John  F.,  Homer  J.,  Dewey 
J.,  Emmett  R.,  Pearl  and  Eugenie.  John  F.  is  cashier  of  the  State  Bank  of 
Hillsdale,  in  this  county.  He  served  during  the  war  as  a  sergeant  major  in 
the  Officers’  Training  Camp  at  Fortress  Monroe,  Virginia.  Homer  J.  is  post¬ 
master  at  Cameron.  He  served  in  France  from  April,  1918  to  June,  1919  with 
the  314th  Ammunition  Train,  89th  Division.  Dewey  J.  and  Emmett  R.  are  in 
the  University  of  Minnesota.  Dewey  served  in  France  as  a  member  of  the 
108th  Field  Signal  Corps.  Emmett  served  in  the  Navy  with  the  rank  of  ensign. 
Pearl  and  Eugenie  are  both  at  home. 

Ole  Simenson,  proprietor  of  the  New  East  Hotel  at  Cameron  and  licensed 
fisherman  and  guide,  is  one  of  the  best  known  men  in  this  part  of  the  state.  As 
a  host  he  is  a  genial  landlord  and  jovial  companion,  and  as  a  guide  he  is  expert 
in  all  the  things  which  go  to  make  up  the  comfort  and  success  of  a  fishing, 
hunting  or  camping  party.  He  was  born  on  a  farm  in  Norway  May  28,  1868, 
son  of  Simen  and  Mariet  Hanson.  In  the  family  there  were  seven  children: 
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Marie,  Hannah,  Margaret,  Ole,  John,  Ida  and  Lena.  Marie  and  Margaret  were 
the  first  to  come  to  this  country.  Then  John  and  Lena  came.  Next  were  the 
father  and  mother  and  Ole.  Then  Ida  came,  thus  completing  the  family.  It 
was  in  1890  when  Ole  and  his  parents  came.  They  settled  first  at  Eau  Claire, 
this  state,  and  then  moved  to  Porters  Mills,  in  the  same  county.  There  the 
father  died.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  found  employment  for  a  number  of 
years  in  various  sawmills  in  this  part  of  the  state.  In  May,  1900,  he  came  to 
Cameron  and  clerked  in  the  Mauseth,  Roe  &  Co.  store.  He  then  rented  the  old 
Wisconsin  Hotel  in  1904,  and  operated  it  about  two  years.  Then  in  1906  he 
bought  the  old  Johnson  &  Swenson  store,  remodeled  the  building  and  opened 
the  New  East  Hotel,  which  he  is  still  successfully  conducting.  For  the  last 
three  years  he  has  also  been  a  licensed  guide,  taking  parties  out  on  the  lakes 
of  this  part  of  the  state  for  fishing,  hunting  and  recreation.  Mr.  Simenson  was 
married  Aug.  11,  1894,  to  Christina  Jacobson,  who  was  born  at  Porter’s  Mills, 
Eau  Claire  County,  this  state,  Aug.  20,  1874,  the  daughter  of  Ingebret  and 
Elizabeth  Jacobson,  natives  of  Norway.  The  father  came  to  this  country 
alone  and  made  a  home  for  the  family  at  Porter’s  Mills,  after  which  he  sent 
for  his  wife  and  children.  He  was  employed  for  many  years  by  the  North¬ 
western  Lumber  Co.  He  died  at  Porter’s  Mills.  His  wife  died  at  Cameron. 
In  the  family  there  were  eight  children:  Jacob,  Isaac,  Fred,  Ingvald,  Inga, 
Laura,  Christina  and  Rebecca.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Simenson  have  had  seven  chil¬ 
dren:  Selmer,  Melvin,  Norman,  Edna,  Thelma,  Marie  and  Ingebret. 
Selmer  is  a  mechanic.  He  served  with  the  United  States  forces  during 
the  World  War.  Ingebret  died  in  infancy.  Melvin  also  served  in  the  World 
War.  Edna  is  a  musician  with  a  voice  of  unusual  possibilities,  and  her  friends 
predict  for  her  a  brilliant  future  in  the  musical  world.  She  is  well  known  and 
admired  throughout  this  part  of  the  state,  and  has  appeared  in  various  con¬ 
certs.  Papers  throughout  this  and  neighboring  counties  have  spoken  of  her 
voice  and  personality  in  the  most  laudatory  terms.  She  has  sung  for  people 
who  have  traveled  widely  and  are  judges  of  vocal  music  and  they  have  declared 
that  she  has  one  of  the  best  natural  child  voices  that  they  have  ever  heard. 
Her  voice  is  of  unusual  purity,  clearness,  sweetness  and  range,  and  her  stage 
presence  is  most  charming.  She  is  now  fourteen  years  of  age  and  in  spite  of 
the  praise  and  attention  she  has  received  she  is  still  an  unaffected  and  un¬ 
spoiled  child  who  helps  her  mother  about  the  house,  plays  with  her  friends  and 
is  always  willing  to  entertain  when  requested.  It  is  believed  that  in  the 
future  the  fact  that  she  was  born  here  will  reflect  much  credit  on  the  county. 

Elmer  Kreier,  one  of  the  active  and  energetic  young  men  of  Sumner  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  Columbia  County  on  July  3,  1896,  the  son  of  August  W.  and 
Dora  Kreier.  He  came  to  this  county  with  his  parents  when  he  was  fifteen 
years  of  age  and  helped  his  father  to  develop  the  place  from  a  wilderness.  He 
is  one  of  the  popular  young  men  of  the  community  and  is  active  in  everything 
which  he  believes  to  be  for  the  best  interests  of  the  community.  He  was  in¬ 
ducted  into  the  United  States  service  on  July  23,  1918,  and  trained  at  Camp 
Grant.  He  was  equipped  for  overseas  at  Camp  Mills,  L.  I.,  and  sailed  Sept.  7, 
1918,  arriving  on  the  other  side  Sept.  21,  where  he  served  with  Company  G,  4th 
U.  S.  Infantry,  Third  Division.  He  accompanied  the  Army  of  Occupation  into 
Germany  and  for  five  weeks  was  ill  in  a  hospital  at  Coblenz.  He  was  in  Europe 
altogether  for  eleven  months  and  three  days.  He  reached  the  United  States  on 
Aug.  27,  1919,  and  was  discharged  at  Camp  Grant  on  Sept.  2,  1919  after  which 
he  returned  home.  He  was  married  April  17,  1920,  to  Maude  Freberg  of  Chetek 
Township.  They  have  one  child,  Wilna.  Mr.  Kreier  now  conducts  the  Freberg 
farm  in  Section  10,  Chetek  Township. 

August  W.  Kreier,  a  hard-working  farmer  of  Section  28,  Sumner  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  Germany  Nov.  17,  1861,  the  son  of  William  and  Henrietta 
(Wanslip)  Kreier.  The  parents  came  to  the  United  States  in  1873  bringing 
their  four  children,  August  W.,  Hermina,  Charles  and  Anna.  Another  child, 
Lillie,  was  born  in  the  United  States.  The  family  settled  on  a  farm  in  Co- 
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lumbia  County,  this  state,  and  there  both  died.  August  W.  was  next  to  the 
oldest  child.  As  a  boy  he  attended  the  government  schools  in  Germany  and 
after  coming  to  this  country,  also  attended  school  in  Columbia  County.  He 
remained  on  the  home  farm  until  after  attaining  his  majority.  For  a  number 
of  years  he  worked  in  North  Dakota  and  Colorado.  In  1910  he  came  to  Barron 
County  and  located  on  160  acres  of  wild  land  in  Section  28,  Sumner  Township. 
No  buildings  had  been  erected  and  the  land  was  all  wild.  By  hard  work  he 
has  developed  a  good  farm,  has  erected  a  fine  set  of  buildings  and  cleared  much 
of  the  land.  The  house  is  comfortable  and  well  arranged,  and  the  barn  is  32  by 
60  feet,  and  equipped  with  modern  accessories.  Mr.  Kreier  successfully  carries 
on  general  farming  and  makes  a  specialty  of  raising  a  good  dairy  herd  of  Short¬ 
horn  cattle.  He  and  his  family  are  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  the  Greenwood 
Social  club.  Mr.  Kreier  was  married  in  Columbia  County  on  July  7,  1894  to 
Mrs.  Dora  Brabender,  who,  in  maidenhood,  was  Dora  Kreier,  and  this  union  has 
been  blessed  with  one  son,  Elmer,  born  July  3,  1895.  Mrs.  Kreier  is  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  August  and  Minnie  Kreier.  By  her  marriage  to  William  Brabender,  now 
deceased,  she  had  seven  children:  Oscar,  Nettie,  Alma,  Albert,  Herbert,  Elsie 
and  Helen,  all  of  whom  are  living. 

William  Kamrath  Sr.,  proprietor  of  the  Twin  Lake  Stock  Farm  in  Section 
10,  Stanley  Township,  is  a  believer  in  good  farm  buildings.  He  has  erected  two 
full  sets  on  his  farm  and  takes  just  pride  in  the  fact  that  he  has  done  more 
building  than  any  other  farmer  in  the  neighborhood.  He  delights  in  having  his 
farm  present  a  picture  of  thrift,  neatness  and  prosperity,  and  the  place  every¬ 
where  shows  the  taste  and  industry  of  its  owner,  and  wins  high  praise  from  all 
who  pass  or  visit  it.  He  was  born  in  Germany  Aug.  4,  1856,  the  youngest  of  the 
six  children  of  Frederick  Kamrath.  He  was  reared  in  his  native  land  and  as 
a  young  man  learned  the  trade  of  tailor.  In  1883  he  came  to  America  and 
located  in  Chicago.  There  he  married  Paulina  Reese,  who  was  born  in  Ger¬ 
many  and  died  in  Barron  County  in  1901.  In  1893  he  came  to  Barron  County 
and  bought  80  acres  in  Section  10,  Stanley  Township.  This  tract  was  partly 
cleared  and  a  log  cabin  had  been  erected.  He  moved  into  the  log  cabin  and 
started  farming  with  a  team  of  horses  and  two  cows.  He  gradually  improved 
the  land.  Having  a  liking  for  building,  he  at  once  started  to  replace  the  log 
building  with  a  good  set  of  modern  structures.  In  time  he  had  as  good  a  collec¬ 
tion  of  house,  barn  and  outbuildings  as  could  be  found  in  the  neighborhood. 
Then  he  bought  80  acres  adjoining.  On  this  he  likewise  erected  a  fine  set  of 
buildings.  These  two  sets  of  buildings  will  remain  as  his  monument  for  many 
generations  to  come.  Busy  as  he  has  been  with  his  own  work,  Mr.  Kamrath 
has  found  time  for  public  duties,  and  has  served  for  three  years  as  a  member 
of  the  town  board  and  nine  years  as  clerk  of  his  school  district.  He  has  been 
active  in  the  German  Lutheran  Church  at  Rice  Lake,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the- 
early  members.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kamrath  had  five  children:  William,  Lena, 
Albert,  Mary  and  Otto,  all  living  at  home. 

Ferdinand  Block  was  one  of  the  true  pioneers  of  Sumner  Township.  In 
1869  he  and  his  family  and  William  Bortz  and  his  family  drove  into  the  town¬ 
ship  with  an  ox  team  and  here  he  homesteaded  160  acres  in  Section  19.  He 
started  in  with  $60  in  cash  and  one  cow.  His  first  home  was  a  sod  house,  and 
the  furniture  consisted  of  crude  make-shifts  which  he  was  able  to  put  together. 
At  first  he  could  not  afford  to  devote  all  his  time  to  the  farm,  so  he  worked  for 
Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  at  $18  a  month,  while  his  wife  and  children  tried  to  clear 
up  the  farm.  The  wife  had  brought  her  spinning  wheel  with  her  so  the  family 
did  not  have  to  go  without  proper  clothing,  for  she  spun  yarn  and  wove  cloth 
and  this  kept  the  family  well  clothed.  The  second  summer  he  built  a  log  cabin. 
Later  he  built  the  first  frame  house  in  the  neighborhood.  As  time  passed  he 
was  able  to  devote  more  of  his  time  to  the  farm.  For  many  years  conditions 
were  hard.  At  first  there  were  no  neighbors  and  no  roads.  Even  after  the 
people  began  to  settle  around  him  grain  had  to  be  hauled  to  Chippewa  Falls  or 
to  Bloomer  over  rough  ways  beset  with  many  dangers.  Sometimes  the  trip 
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took  five  or  six  days.  But  these  conditions  gradually  improved,  and  in  time  Mr. 
Block  developed  a  good  farm.  To  his  original  holdings  he  added  25  acres  of 
timber  land.  He  attained  a  position  of  leadership  among  his  fellows,  and 
served  on  the  town  board  and  on  the  school  board.  He  and  his  wife  were 
faithful  adherents  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church,  and  early  services  of  that 
denomination  were  held  in  their  home.  After  a  long  and  useful  life  he  died  in 
February,  1913.  She  died  in  February,  1886.  Both  will  long  be  remembered 
in  the  history  of  the  township.  They  were  hard  working,  God-fearing  people, 
good  neighbors  and  good  people,  and  their  influence  was  always  for  the  good. 

Fred  Block,  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Sumner  Township,  has  seen  this 
region  develop  from  a  wilderness,  and  in  its  growth  and  prosperity  has  had  his 
share  and  part.  He  was  born  in  Pomerania,  Germany,  Nov.  30,  1861,  son  of 
Ferdinand  and  Wilhelmina  (Bortz)  Block,  who  brought  their  two  children, 
Fred  and  Tena,  to  Waupaca  County,  this  state,  in  1867,  and  to  Sumner  Town¬ 
ship,  this  county,  in  1869.  Fred  was  reared  amid  pioneer  conditions  and  was 
still  a  young  boy  when  he  began  to  help  with  the  farm  work  while  his  father 
was  away  earning  a  little  money  for  the  family  provisions.  He  attended  the 
first  log  schoolhouse  erected  in  the  neighborhood  and  has  always  spent  his  life 
on  the  present  farm  with  the  exception  of  two  years  when  he  worked  as  a  car¬ 
penter  in  Milwaukee.  As  his  father  grew  to  advancing  years,  he  gradually 
assumed  the  management  of  the  home  place.  He  erected  the  fine  set  of  build¬ 
ings  which  now  adorn  the  place.  He  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying 
making  a  specialty  of  Holstein  cattle  and  Jersey  swine.  He  has  named  the 
place  the  Twin  Brook  Farm,  and  takes  pride  in  its  neat  appearance  and  its 
modern  upkeep.  Busy  as  he  has  been  building  up  his  own  fortunes,  he  has 
not  been  unmindful  of  his  duties  as  a  public  citizen,  and  his  judgment  on  town¬ 
ship  affairs  is  often  sought.  He  has  served  in  various  township  and  school 
offices,  and  has  taken  his  part  in  everything  that  he  has  believed  to  be  for  the 
best  interests  of  the  community.  Like  his  parents  before  him  he  is  a  faithful 
adherent  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church  and  has  served  in  various  offices  of 
St.  John’s  congregation.  Mr.  Block  was  married  Dec.  27,  1885  to  Helen 
Krenke,  who  was  born  in  Waupaca  County,  this  state,  July  12,  1864,  daughter 
of  Fred  and  Henrietta  Krenke,  natives  of  Germany,  who  came  to  Waupaca 
County  as  young  people.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Block  have  three  children:  Arnold, 
Salwerta  and  Lorenzo.  Arnold  is  a  successful  dentist  of  Milwaukee.  Salwerta 
is  the  wife  of  Rev.  E.  L.  Moerke,  a  clergyman  of  the  English  Lutheran  faith. 
Lorenzo  is  at  home. 

Lorenzo  Block,  one  of  the  enterprising  young  farmers  of  Sumner  Township, 
was  born  on  the  Twin  Brook  Farm  in  Section  29,  where  he  now  resides,  March 
9,  1896,  the  son  of  Fred  and  Helen  (Krenke)  Block,  the  pioneers.  He  attended, 
the  schools  of  this  county  and  took  courses  in  farming  and  business  at  the 
Agricultural  School  at  Wauwatosa,  in  Waukesha  County,  not  far  from  Mil¬ 
waukee.  He  has  devoted  his  life  to  assisting  on  the  home  farm,  and  is  an 
energetic  and  popular  young  man.  He  is  now  the  town  clerk  of  Sumner  Town¬ 
ship,  thus  representing  the  third  generation  of  Blocks  that  have  held  town 
office  here.  Mr.  Block  was  married  Aug.  24,  1918  to  Lillian  Hensel,  who  was 
born  in  this  county  Sept.  13,  1895,  the  daughter  of  Fritz  and  Henriette  Hensel. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Block  have  one  daughter,  Elaine,  born  Jan.  23,  1920. 

William  Reese,  for  some  thirty  years  a  farmer  in  Section  20,  Sumner  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  Germany,  and  there  grew  to  adult  years  and  married  Mary 
Godka,  also  a  native  of  that  country.  The  first  of  the  children  to  come  to  the 
United  States  was  Robert.  He  came  in  1878,  and  located  first  in  Manitowoc 
County,  this  state,  and  then  in  Sauk  County,  this  state.  The  next  to  come 
was  the  son,  Julius.  In  1883,  William  and  his  wife,  and  two  children,  Paulina 
and  William,  Jr.,  came  and  joined  the  other  two  sons,  in  Sauk  County.  They 
came  to  Barron  County  in  1885,  and  located  on  Section  20,  Sumner  Township, 
where  they  developed  a  farm.  The  wife  died  on  the  place  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
three,  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch  moved  to  Stanley  Township,  where  he 
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died  at  the  age  of  seventy.  They  were  substantial  and  God-fearing  people  and 
lived  worthy  lives. 

Robert  Reese,  a  well-known  farmer  of  Section  29,  was  born  in  Germany, 
March  3,  1862,  the  son  of  William  and  Mary  Godka,  and  was  confirmd  as  Carl 
August  Robert,  names  which  had  been  in  the  family  for  generations.  He  was 
reared  and  educated  in  his  native  land,  and  set  out  for  America  as  a  boy  of 
sixteen,  in  1878.  He  first  lived  a  while  in  Manitowoc  County,  this  state,  and 
then  came  to  Sauk  County,  where  he  was  joined  by  his  father  and  mother  and 
his  two  brothers  and  sister.  In  1885  they  came  to  Barron  County,  and  located 
on  a  tract  of  land  in  Section  20,  Sumner  Township.  Here  they  started  in  with 
a  team  of  horses  and  a  cow,  as  true  pioneers.  They  in  time  built  up  a  good 
set  of  buildings,  and  developed  a  fertile  and  well-improved  land.  The  sub¬ 
ject  of  this  sketch  owned  the  land,  and  had  charge  of  its  operation.  When  he 
married  he  brought  his  bride  to  the  place.  In  1915  he  sold  out  and  moved 
to  his  present  farm  in  Section  30.  Here  he  has  a  good  place  and  takes  pride  in 
its  appearance.  For  many  years  he  has  been  one  of  the  leaders  in  his  com¬ 
munity.  For  fifteen  years  he  has  been  chairman  of  the  town  board,  and  has 
not  only  been  a  factor  in  the  excellent  town  government  which  has  been  main¬ 
tained,  but  has  also  been  a  valuable  member  of  the  county  board.  He  has  also 
served  in  other  town  offices.  His  interest  in  education  and  in  the  welfare  of 
the  future  is  shown  by  his  service  as  a  member  of  his  school  board  both  as 
director  and  as  clerk.  On  his  farm  he  has  advocated  and  practiced  advanced 
methods,  and  has  been  successful  in  his  operations,  making  a  specialty  of 
Guernsey  cattle,  Jersey  Red  swine  and  good  horses.  He  and  his  wife  are  faith¬ 
ful  adherents  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church.  Mr.  Reese  was  married  Aug. 
29,  1889,  to  Wilhelmina  Kuther,  who  was  born  in  Germany,  Aug.  28,  1856,  and 
came  to  the  United  States  in  1887.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reese  have  had  no  children 
of  their  own,  but  have  reared  two,  Paul  Draat  and  Emilia  Reese. 

Simon  Johnson  Brein,  a  pioneer  of  Stanley  Township,  now  deceased,  was 
born  in  Norway,  Feb.  22,  1836,  and  was  married  there  in  1858,  to  Paulina  Chris 
Linsdatter,  who  was  born  Jan.  6,  1831.  In  1869,  with  their  five  children,  Anna, 
Christian,  John,  Agnette  and  Johanna,  they  set  out  for  the  United  States. 
They  were  fourteen  weeks  aboard  a  sailing  boat,  a  long  and  tiresome  voyage 
indeed,  for  the  parents  and  their  young  children.  They  reached  Chicago  by  way 
of  the  St.  Lawrence  and  the  Great  Lakes,  and  came  on  to  Portage  County,  this 
state,  where  they  settled.  In  1874  they  came  to  Barron  County,  and  located 
in  Stanley  Township.  Their  funds  were  low,  and  the  trip  from  Eau  Claire 
was  made  afoot.  They  built  a  good  log  cabin,  and  there  started  home  making. 
Mr.  Brein  was  a  skilled  workman,  and  helped  to  put  up  many  of  the  log  houses 
and  log  schools  in  the  neighborhood.  He  also  dug  wells  throughout  the  town¬ 
ship.  He  and  his  family  underwent  all  the  hardships  of  pioneer  life,  and  in 
time  achieved  success.  He  retired  in  1910  and  took  up  his  home  with  his 
daughter,  Mrs.  Carl  Olsen,  in  Sumner  Township,  where  he  still  resides.  His 
wife  died  in  1912  at  the  age  of  eighty-one.  They  were  both  devout  members 
of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church,  and  early  services  were  held  in  their 
cabin.  In  addition  to  the  children  already  mentioned,  two,  Simon  Peder  and 
Clara,  were  born  in  this  state. 

Peder  Olsen,  one  of  the  early  pioneers,  was  born  in  Norway,  July  14,  1835, 
the  son  of  Olaf  and  Sissel  Michaelson,  farmers  of  that  country.  He  was  reared 
in  his  native  land,  was  there  educated.  There  also  he  married  Elie  Gudaker. 
In  1857  he  started  out  with  his  wife  and  child,  for  the  new  world.  The  trip 
took  seven  long  weeks  aboard  a  sailing  ship,  and  during  the  fateful  voyage, 
the  child,  Olava,  sickened  and  died  and  was  buried  at  sea.  They  reached  Chi¬ 
cago  by  way  of  the  St.  Lawrence  and  the  Great  Lakes,  and  from  there  came  to 
La  Crosse,  in  this  state,  where  was  located  his  brother,  Mathias.  From  there 
he  went  to  Coon  Prairie,  in  Vernon  County,  this  state.  There  he  got  out  wood 
for  wagons,  and  repaired  farm  implements  and  household  furniture,  first  for 
others,  and  then  in  a  shop  of  his  own.  In  1870  he  drove  into  Barron  County 
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with  an  ox  team,  bringing  his  wife  and  five  children:  Carl,  Ida,  Olaf,  Chris¬ 
tina  and  Elias,  and  located  on  a  claim  of  160  acres  in  Section  6,  Sumner  Town¬ 
ship,  which  he  had  selected  the  previous  year.  They  took  up  their  home  for 
a  few  days  in  the  little  log  cabin  which  Christ  Hilstad  had  erected  about  a 
mile  away.  Then  they  put  up  a  log  cabin,  16  by  26  feet,  on  their  claim,  and 
started  farming  there  with  the  yoke  of  oxen  and  one  cow.  Here  for  some 
years  they  underwent  many  privations  and  hardships.  There  were  no  roads 
except  the  tote  roads  of  the  lumber  companies.  The  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.’s  log¬ 
ging  camp  stores  were  the  only  source  of  supplies.  Grain  had  to  be  taken  to 
Colfax  or  Chippewa  Falls  for  grinding.  Farming  had  to  be  carried  on  with 
the  crudest  of  tools,  and  the  women  had  but  little  in  the  house  in  the  way 
of  furniture  and  utensils.  Mr.  Olsen  was  a  little  better  off  than  some  of  the 
others,  because  he  was  able  to  make  furniture  for  the  house,  and  implements 
for  the  farm.  He  and  his  good  wife,  with  the  help  of  the  children,  toiled  early 
and  late,  they  made  their  home  a  place  of  good  cheer,  and  they  kept  on  with 
unfailing  courage  until  they  had  won  success.  They  were  devout  church  peo¬ 
ple,  and  early  services  were  held  in  their  cabin.  Mr.  Olsen  took  an  interest 
in  the  township  and  served  for  many  years  as  supervisor.  His  good  wife,  who 
was  an  able  helpmeet  in  all  his  undertakings,  died  in  1888.  In  addition  to  the 
children  named,  two  more,  Emma  and  Peter,  were  born  in  Barron  County. 

Carl  Olsen,  an  honored  and  respected  citizen  of  Section  6,  Sumner  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  at  La  Crosse,  Wis.,  this  state,  June  24,  1867,  the  son  of  Peder 
and  Elie  Olsen,  who  brought  him  to  his  present  farm  in  1870,  when  he  was 
thirteen  years  old.  He  was  then  a  husky  boy,  somewhat  large  for  his  years,  and 
as  his  help  was  needed  in  developing  the  pioneer  farm,  and  the  nearest  school 
was  miles  away,  he  had  little  opportunity  for  an  education.  He  helped  his 
father  clear  and  develop  the  place,  and  has  always  remained  there.  Since 
about  1890  he  has  been  its  owner.  He  has  continued  the  improvements,  has 
remodeled  and  renovated  the  house,  has  put  up  a  barn,  133  by  36  feet,  a  silo, 
15  by  32  feet,  and  other  buildings.  He  successfully  carries  on  general  farm¬ 
ing,  and  has  a  good  herd  of  pure-blooded  Jersey  cattle.  Being  a  thorough 
believer  in  co-operative  effort  among  farmers,  he  has  taken  shares  in  the 
Farmers’  Co-operative  Store  at  Canton,  the  Farmers’  Telephone  Co.  and  the 
Barron  Creamery  Co.  He  has  served  in  such  town  offices  as  supervisor  and 
assessor,  and  is  now  doing  good  work  as  a  director  of  the  school  board.  All  in 
all,  he  is  one  of  the  useful  and  substantial  men  of  the  community.  He  stands 
four-square  for  everything  that  he  believes  to  be  right  and  just,  his  judgment 
is  conservative  and  sound,  and  he  is  held  in  the  highest  esteem  by  all  who 
know  him.  His  first  thought  has  always  been  of  his  family,  and  his  children 
all  have  turned  out  a  credit  to  his  home  breeding.  Mr.  Olsen  was  married 
May  31,  1880,  at  Stanley,  to  Christina  Brein,  a  native  of  Norway,  born  Oct.  31, 
1860.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  seven  children:  Ella,  Blaine,  Nettie, 
Victor  and  Mabel  are  living;  and  Victor  and  Simon  are  dead. 

John  Erickson,  Section  30,  Stanley  Township,  an  early  settler  of  Barron 
County,  was  born  in  Norway,  June  27,  1848,  son  of  Erick  and  Julia  Everson, 
who  brought  him  to  America  in  1861.  Absolutely  without  financial  resources, 
they  settled  on  a  piece  of  wild  land  at  Blue  Mounds,  thirty  miles  west  of  Madi¬ 
son,  in  Dane  County,  Wis.,  making  the  trip  from  Milwaukee  with  an  ox  team. 
They  endured  all  the  hardships  of  pioneer  life  and  suffered  many  privations. 
Wheat  had  to  be  hauled  to  Madison  and  Blackearth,  and  provisions  brought 
from  the  same  points.  But  as  the  country  developed,  their  prosperity  increased, 
and  their  efforts  were  crowned  with  success.  The  father  became  a  prominent 
man  in  the  community,  and  held  various  local  offices.  He  and  his  wife  are  both 
now  dead.  John  remained  at  home  until  24  years  old.  In  1874,  with  his  wife 
and  two  children,  Edward,  of  Stanley  Township,  and  Andrew  (now  deceased), 
he  came  to  Barron  County,  landing  here  with  but  three  cents  in  his  pockets. 
He  located  on  40  acres  of  wild  land  in  Maple  Grove  Township  and,  like  his 
father  before  him,  started  in  as  a  pioneer.  While  developing  his  farm,  he 
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worked  in  the  neighborhood  at  such  work  as  he  could  get.  He  still  vividly 
remembers  one  time  when  he  cut  1,000  rails  to  get  ten  bushels  of  wheat.  He 
used  to  haul  his  grain  to  Menomonie  and  Eau  Claire,  the  trip  requiring  three 
and  a  half  days.  After  nine  years  in  Maple  Grove  Township  he  moved  to  Bar¬ 
ron  City  for  two  years.  Then  he  bought  eighty  acres  of  wild  land  in  Bar¬ 
ron  Township,  and,  as  before,  erected  a  log  cabin,  and  started  to  clear  the  land. 
Later  he  bought  46  acres  adjoining  in  Section  30,  Stanley  Township,  making 
in  all,  126  acres.  All  of  this  farm  he  has  had  to  clear,  taking  as  many  as  1,600 
stumps  out  of  80  acres.  On  the  new  tract  he  erected  a  fine  set  of  buildings. 
He  now  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying  on  a  success¬ 
ful  scale.  He  specializes  in  Guernsey  cattle,  and  takes  much  pride  in  his  good 
herd.  He  has  also  been  quite  successful  in  producing  clover  seed.  In  both 
townships,  he  has  been  active  in  public  affairs.  He  was  supervisor  of  Maple 
Grove  Township  three  years,  assessor  of  Barron  Township  six  years,  and  has 
held  his  present  position  as  assessor  of  Stanley  Township  for  sixteen  years. 
He  is  thoroughly  familiar  with  land  values  and  local  conditions,  and  his  admin¬ 
istration  of  his  office  has  been  characterized  by  absolute  fairness.  He  was 
one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Barron  Creamery  Co.  and  assisted  in  building  the 
Farmers’  Potato  Warehouse  at  Cameron.  The  temperance  cause  has  found  in 
him  an  ardent  advocate,  and  for  fifteen  years' he  was  president  of  the  Barron 
Temperance  Society.  The  church  has  also  occupied  a  prominent  place  in  Mr. 
Erickson’s  thoughts,  and  he  helped  to  establish  the  first  Norwegian  Lutheran 
Congregation  in  Maple  Grove  Township  and  the  first  Norwegian  Lutheran  Con¬ 
gregation  in  Barron  Village.  He  was  married  in  Dane  County,  Wis.,  in  1872, 
to  Carrie  Brenden,  who  was  born  in  Norway,  April  28,  1856,  and  came  to  the 
United  States  at  the  age  of  thirteen  with  her  father,  Andrew,  and  her  brother. 
Ole,  the  mother  coming  a  year  later.  After  living  in  Dane  County,  this  state, 
for  a  while,  they  came  to  Barron  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Erickson  have  been  the 
parents  of  the  following  children:  Edward,  of  Stanley  Township;  Andrew,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  four  years;  Julia  (first),  who  died  at  the  age  of  five  years; 
Alma,  who  married  Alfred  Borgen,  and  lives  at  Mt.  Vernon,  Wash.;  George,  of 
Barron  Township;  Carl,  who  died  at  the  age  of  18  years;  Ida,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  three  years;  Perry,  residing  at  home;  Julia  (second),  who  married  Wil¬ 
liam  Eicher,  and  they  now  rent  the  home  farm;  Clara,  who  died  in  infancy; 
Nettie,  who  married  B.  Lanswerk,  and  resides  in  Barron  Township;  Mollie, 
wife  of  John  Cole,  of  Barron  Village;  and  Clarence. 

Samuel  H.  Carsley,  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  an  early  settler  of  Crystal 
Lake  Township,  was  born  in  Maine,  of  good  old  New  England  stock,  and  as 
a  boy  was  taken  to  Pennsylvania.  He  came  to  Wisconsin  when  he  was  twenty 
years  of  age,  and  for  a  while  taught  school  in  Pierce  County.  Later  he  was 
a  bridge  builder,  working  along  the  line  of  the  Omaha,  between  St.  Paul  and 
Eau  Claire,  in  Eau  Claire,  Dunn  and  St.  Croix  counties.  Still,  later,  he  took 
up  lumbering.  For  one  year  he  saw  active  service  in  the  Civil  War,  being  with 
Co.  I,  38th  Wis.  Vol.  Inf.,  in  its  campaign  about  Richmond  and  Petersburg, 
Virginia.  It  was  in  1876  that  he  took  a  homestead  in  Crystal  Lake  Township, 
this  county.  While  living  on  this  farm  he  still  continued  logging  for  a  while. 
Then  he  turned  his  attention  to  general  farming.  At  the  present  time  he  is 
making  a  specialty  of  the  bee  business.  Mr.  Carsley  married  Harriet  Bab¬ 
cock  and  of  this  union  were  born  four  children:  Eveline,  David  Clark,  Cora 
and  Seth,  the  last  mentioned  of  whom  was  killed  while  working  on  the  rail¬ 
road.  Eveline  is  the  wife  of  William  B.  Connor,  of  Webster,  Wis.  David  Clark 
is  a  farmer  near  Comstock,  this  county.  Cora  is  the  wife  of  P.  H.  Finley,  of 
Washburn,  Wis.  Mr.  Carsley  married  secondly,  Mary  Babcock,  who  was  born 
in  New  Hampshire,  and  was  brought  to  Pierce  County,  Wis.,  as  a  child.  She 
and  her  husband  have  four  children,  Isabella,  Henry  H.,  Celia  and  Ernest. 
Isabella  is  residing  at  home.  Celia  is  a  high  school  teacher  in  Hayward,  Wis. 
Henry  H.  is  postmaster  and  a  general  merchant  at  Comstock.  Ernest  died  at 
the  age  of  eight  years. 
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Henry  H.  Carsley,  postmaster  and  general  merchant  of  Comstock,  was 
born  on  a  farm  on  the  bank  of  Crystal  Lake,  in  Crystal  Lake  Township,  this 
county,  Nov.  13,  1882,  son  of  Samuel  H.  and  Mary  (Babcock)  Carsley.  He 
attended  the  rural  school  at  Comstock,  and  in  1902  was  graduated  from  the 
Cumberland  High  School.  In  the  meantime  he  had  worked  in  sawmills  during 
the  summer  vacations,  and  this  he  continued  for  one  year  after  he  left  high 
school.  In  1904  he  attended  the  Minneapolis  Business  College,  Minneapolis, 
Minn.,  where  he  took  up  bookkeeping  and  stenography.  With  this  preparation 
he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Warner  Hardware  Co.,  13  South  Sixth  Street, 
Minneapolis,  with  whom  he  remained  about  five  years.  While  in  this  employ 
he  continued  his  education  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Night  Schools.  In  1909  his 
health  failed  and  he  returned  home.  So  greatly  was  his  physique  shattered 
that  for  some  five  years  he  was  compelled  to  use  crutches  or  a  cane  in  order 
to  get  about.  In  1913  he  went  to  Turtle  Lake,  and  with  E.  W.  Scheel  as  a  part¬ 
ner,  engaged  in  the  automobile  business,  handling  the  Ford  cars  and  acces¬ 
sories.  He  was  also  a  rural  mail  carrier  out  of  the  Turtle  Lake  postoffice.  In 
1916  he  purchased  the  Lamoureux  Store  at  Comstock,  and  is  now  engaged  in 
business  there.  He  has  a  typical  small-town  store,  and  has  built  up  an  excel¬ 
lent  business,  carrying  groceries,  feed  and  flour,  shoes,  work  clothing,  farm 
machinery,  cream  separators  and  the  like,  and  dealing  in  farm  produce.  His 
appointment  as  postmaster  dates  from  July,  1916,  and  he  has  since  continued 
to  serve  with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  patrons.  The 
office  is  a  growing  one,  and  has  one  rural  route.  Mr.  Carsley  is  a  popular  man 
in  the  community,  his  local  acquaintance  and  outside  experience  make  him  an 
able  business  man,  his  line  of  goods  is  admirably  suited  to  the  needs  of  the 
community,  and  his  reputation  for  fair  dealing  and  honest  methods  is  far- 
reaching.  In  1911  and  1912  he  was  town  clerk  of  Crystal  Lake  Township,  and 
he  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  school  board  in  Turtle  Lake  and  in  Comstock. 
For  four  years,  at  different  times,  he  has  been  secretary  and  manager  of  the 
Comstock  Co-operative  Creamery.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Odd 
Fellows  and  of  the  Masonic  Lodge,  No.  223,  Cumberland.  Mr.  Carsley  was 
married  May  16,  1906,  at  Star  Prairie,  Wis.,  to  Minnie  Reichert,  and  this  union 
has  been  blessed  with  two  daughters:  Marion  Alice,  born  Jan.  27,  1907;  and 
Dorothy  Lucile,  born  March  17,  1909.  Minnie  Reichert  was  born  at  La  Crosse, 
Wis.,  Sept.  23,  1883,  the  daughter  of  Godfrey  and  Theresa  (Nedvidek)  Reichert, 
natives  of  La  Crosse  County,  this  state.  Her  father  died  in  La  Crosse  when 
the  daughter  was  eight  weeks  old.  About  three  years  later,  the  mother  mar¬ 
ried  Frank  Davis,  and  the  daughter  was  often  known  as  Minnie  Davis.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Davis  live  on  a  farm  near  New  Richmond,  in  St.  Croix  County,  this 
state. 

Otto  A.  Olson,  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Comstock  since  its  organization, 
March  23,  1918,  is  a  native  of  this  county,  born  in  Crystal  Lake  Township, 
July  24,  1888,  son  of  Peter  and  Sigrid  Olson,  natives  of  Sweden,  who  came  to 
this  country  in  1880,  and  located  in  Crystal  Lake  Township,  where  they  took  a 
farm,  the  father  working  in  the  woods  winters  to  earn  money  to  support  the 
family  while  the  farm  was  being  developed  and  improved.  They  still  live  on 
the  home  farm,  which  is  operated  by  the  son,  Emil.  He  carries  on  general 
farming  and  dairying  on  a  successful  scale,  and  is  continuing  the  improve¬ 
ments  on  the  place.  In  the  family  there  are  ten  children,  all  living.  Otto  A. 
is  a  Comstock  banker.  Julius  M.  farms  at  Sturgeon  Lake,  Minn.  Gust  H.  is 
a  farmer  of  Crystal  Lake  Township.  He  is  a  veteran  of  the  World  War.  He 
left  Barron  with  the  first  squad  of  draftees,  and  was  in  the  service  two  years, 
one  year  in  training  camps  in  this  country,  and  one  year  in  France.  Emil,  as 
already  mentioned,  is  on  the  home  farm.  Agnes  J.  is  assistant  cashier  of  the 
Bank  of  Comstock.  Mabel  is  bookkeeper  for  the  Sherman  Auto  Co.  of  Cumber¬ 
land.  Esther  is  the  wife  of  A.  P.  Severson,  of  Maple  Plains  Township,  Bar¬ 
ron  County.  Helga  is  a  teacher  in  the  Comstock  graded  schools.  Nels  and 
Uno  P.  are  at  home.  Otto  A.  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  and  attended  the 
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district  schoolhouse  in  the  neighborhood.  He  also  took  a  thorough  correspond¬ 
ence  course  with  the  Ransom  Business  College  of  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  specializ¬ 
ing  in  accounting  and  banking.  When  he  attained  his  majority,  he  purchased 
a  farm  in  Section  7,  Crystal  Lake  Township.  There  he  successfully  farmed 
until  1918.  In  that  year  he  helped  organize  the  Bank  of  Comstock,  and  when 
it  opened  its  doors,  March  23,  was  installed  as  cashier.  He  is  thoroughly 
familiar  with  local  conditions,  he  knows  every  farm  and  family  for  miles 
around,  and  he  thoroughly  understands  banking.  He  believes  in  liberal  prog¬ 
ress  and  with  a  spirit  of  enthusiasm  combines  the  soundness  of  judgment  and 
conservatism  of  action  necessary  to  a  successful  financier.  In  addition  to  his 
strict  application  to  business,  he  believes  in  doing  his  duty  as  a  public- 
spirited  citizen,  and  he  has  done  good  service  as  clerk  and  assessor  of  the  town, 
and  as  a  member  of  the  school  board.  Mr.  Olson  was  married  June  29,  1910, 
in  Crystal  Lake  Township,  to  May  Rhode,  daughter  of  William  and  Augusta 
Rhode,  natives  of  Germany.  The  father  is  still  farming  in  Crystal  Lake  Town¬ 
ship,  and  the  mother  is  dead.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Olson  have  three  children:  Hazel, 
born  May  14,  1911;  Alice,  born  Aug.  6,  1915;  and  Otto  A.,  Jr.,  born  April  25, 
1920. 

John  Hagna,  a  well-to-do  farmer  owning  280  acres  of  good  land  in  Section 
35,  Stanley  Township,  was  born  in  Norway  May  17,  1870,  the  son  of  Ellef  and 
Margaret  Hagna,  who  lived  all  their  lives  in  the  old  country.  .  The  children  in 
the  family  were  Olaf,  Ambrose,  Turgrim,  Johanas,  Ole  and  John.  Ambrose 
and  Turgrim  came  to  the  United  States  in  the  eighties  and  located  in  Iowa.  In 
1886  came  John,  Ole  and  Johanas.  John,  who  remained  in  Iowa,  did  farm  work 
for  seven  months,  then  worked  in  the  woods  for  Moren  &  Gallaway  two  years 
and  eleven  months  continuously.  In  1889  he  came  to  Barron  County,  Wisconsin, 
and  bought  80  acres  in  Section  35,  Stanley  Township.  This  land  had  been 
cleared,  but  no  buildings  had  been  erected.  Mr.  Hagna  started  his  farming 
operations  here  by  planting  potatoes.  He  put  up  the  buildings,  bought  equip¬ 
ment  from  time  to  time  and  successfully  carried  on  general  farming  there  for 
many  years.  In  1920  he  came  to  his  present  place  of  280  acres  in  the  same 
section.  He  remodeled  the  house,  repaired  the  buildings,  and  erected  a  new 
barn.  He  has  a  good  farm  and  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  his 
cattle  being  good  graded  Guernseys.  He  is  interested  in  the  Norwegian  Luth¬ 
eran  Church  and  is  serving  the  congregation  at  Pokegema  as  treasurer.  Mr. 
Hagna  was  married  March  29,  1902  at  Pokegema,  to  Tuna  Halverson,  who  was 
born  in  Norway  May  22,  1885,  and  came  to  America  in  the  nineties  with  her  par¬ 
ents,  Ole  and  Anna  Halverson,  who  located  in  Rice  Lake,  this  county.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hagna  have  seven  children:  Alma,  Alvin,  Arthur,  Clifford,  Malda,  Dora 
and  Lome. 

Christ  P.  Tyvoll,  general  merchant  and  former  postmaster  of  Comstock, 
was  born  in  Norway  Feb.  13,  1860,  the  son  of  Peter  F.  and  Mary  Tyvoll,  who 
spent  all  their  years  in  that  country.  The  father  was  a  carpenter  and  black¬ 
smith,  and  worked  for  some  years  at  his  trade  as  a  blacksmith  in  copper  mines. 
In  the  family  there  were  nine  children.  Christ  P.  and  Peter  are  in  the  United 
States.  Bergswan,  Maren  and  Patronilla  are  in  Norway.  Margaret,  Frederick 
and  Mary  are  dead;  Frederick,  a  train  conductor,  having  been  killed  in  a  rail¬ 
road  wreck.  Christ  P.  was  reared  in  Norway  and  attended  school  there.  He 
was  reared  to  farm  pursuits.  For  nearly  five  years,  as  a  youth,  he  was  em¬ 
ployed  in  a  drug  store,  and  became  an  expert  pharmacist.  In  1881  he  came  to 
the  United  States  and  located  in  Alamakee  County,  Iowa.  There,  at  intervals, 
he  clerked  in  stores  and  worked  on  farms  in  order  to  attend  school.  In  the 
spring  of  1885  he  entered  the  La  Crosse  Business  College  at  La  Crosse,  Wis., 
and  graduated  in  the  commercial  course.  He  came  to  Cumberland  in  the  fall 
of  1886  and  entered  the  employ  of  O.  A.  Ritan  as  clerk.  When  the  store  man¬ 
agement  was  vested  in  Ritan  &  Co.  he  still  remained  there.  Later  he  was  em¬ 
ployed  by  the  S.  W.  Hines  Co.  In  all  he  clerked  in  Cumberland  for  twenty 
years.  In  this  period  he  came  to  have  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  people  of 
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this  part  of  the  county  and  their  mercantile  needs,  and  he  saw  the  possibilities 
of  Comstock  as  a  trading  point.  Accordingly  in  1906  he  came  here,  bought 
out  R.  E.  Smaling,  and  established  his  present  business.  He  carries  a  good 
line  of  general  merchandise,  his  business  is  constantly  increasing,  he  is  a  good 
buyer  and  believes  in  fair  dealing  to  all,  and  he  consequently  has  the  con¬ 
fidence  of  the  people.  From  1905  to  1916  he  was  postmaster  and  kept  the  office 
at  his  store.  He  has  taken  his  part  in  public  affairs,  and  while  in  Cumberland 
served  as  a  member  of  the  city  council.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the 
S.  A.  F.,  being  a  charter  member  and  first  president  of  the  lodge  at  Cumber¬ 
land.  In  1910  he  purchased  a  farm  of  120  acres  in  Section  30-31,  Cumberland 
Township,  and  there  he  makes  his  home  with  his  son,  Leonard,  who  operates 
the  place.  Mr.  Tyvoll  was  married  at  Cumberland  in  May  1886,  to  Bertha  Ander¬ 
son,  whose  parents  spent  their  lives  in  Norway.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tyvoll  have 
been  blessed  with  eleven  children:  Mary  M.,  Peter  M.,  Clara  B.,  Leonard  F., 
Helen,  Edna,  Walter,  Dorris,  Clifford  and  Alice,  and  a  deceased  infant.  Mary 
M.  married  H.  S.  Howe,  who  farms  near  Cumberland.  Peter  M.  is  in  the  store 
with  his  father.  Clara  B.  is  the  wife  of  Adolph  Wold,  a  farmer  of  Cumberland 
Township.  Leonard  F.,  as  noted,  is  on  the  home  farm.  Helen  clerks  in  a  drug 
store  in  Cumberland.  Edna  is  attending  the  State  Normal  school  at  River 
Falls.  Walter  graduated  from  the  Cumberland  High  School  in  1921.  Dorris 
is  a  student  in  the  Cumberland  High  School.  Clifford  and  Alice  are  in  the 
graded  schools. 

Patrick  Ritchie,  garage  man  and  automobile  agent  of  Comstock,  was 
born  in  Cumberland  Township,  July  2,  1895,  the  son  of  Pio  and  Isabella  Ritchie, 
natives  of  Italy.  He  was  reared  in  Cumberland  and  Crystal  Lake  Townships, 
worked  with  his  parents  and  attended  district  school.  In  1916  he  attended  the 
Ray  Automobile  and  Tractor  school  at  Kansas  City,  Missouri.  In  the  mean¬ 
time  since  boyhood  he  had  been  interested  in  music  and  had  become  a  pro¬ 
ficient  performer  with  the  clarinet  and  saxophone.  He  was  inducted  into  the 
United  States  army  July  15,  1918,  and  was  sent  to  Camp  Hancock,  Georgia, 
where  he  was  assigned  to  duty  as  a  musician.  He  was  discharged  Jan.  15,  1919. 
Then  he  came  back  to  Barron  County  and  opened  his  present  garage.  He  under¬ 
stands  automobiles  thoroughly  and  does  general  repair  work,  carrying  a  full 
line  of  automobile  accessories  and  supplies.  He  also  has  the  local  agency  for 
the  Birch  car.  He  is  well  liked  in  the  community  and  is  building  up  a  good 
business.  Mr.  Ritchie  married  Muriel  Nelson,  daughter  of  Fred  and  Anna 
Nelson,  both  natives  of  Wisconsin,  and  now  farming  in  Crystal  Lake  Town¬ 
ship.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ritchie  have  two  children:  Mabel,  born  Nov.  30,  1919,  and 
Sylvia,  born  Feb.  20,  1921. 

Pio  Ritchie,  a  substantial  farmer  of  Crystal  Lake  Township,  was  born  in 
Italy,  and  there  married  Isabella  Ritchie.  They  came  to  America  in  1893  and 
settled  on  a  farm  in  Cumberland  Township,  this  county.  As  prosperity 
crowned  their  efforts  they  were  enabled  to  purchase  a  larger  one  in  Crystal 
Lake  Township  where  they  now  live.  In  the  family  there  are  nine  children, 
all  living:  Minnie,  James,  Louise,  Anna,  Angelo,  Esther,  George,  Joseph  and 
Patrick.  Minnie  married  Thomas  Abbott  and  lives  in  Duluth,  Minn. 

Charles  Bergstrom,  for  thirty  years  a  resident  of  this  county,  was  born 
in  Sweden,  and  there  married  Anna  Olson.  They  came  to  America  in  the  fall 
of  1890  and  purchased  a  farm  in  Crystal  Lake  Township,  this  county.  This 
they  improved  and  developed  and  became  prosperous  members  of  the  com¬ 
munity.  In  the  family  there  were  two  children,  Carl  E.,  a  business  man  of 
Comstock,  and  Arthur,  who  lives  on  the  home  farm.  Mrs.  Anna  Bergstrom 
died  in  1913.  She  was  a  good  wife  and  mother,  and  a  hospitable  neighbor,  and 
her  death  was  sincerely  mourned.  In  1915  Mr.  Bergstrom  married  Amanda 
Carlson,  and  this  union  has  been  blessed  with  three  children :  Else,  Evert  and 
Edwin,  all  at  home  on  the  farm. 

Carl  E.  Bergstrom,  hardware  merchant  of  Comstock,  was  born  in  Crystal 
Lake  Township,  this  county,  Aug.  10,  1893,  the  son  of  Charles  and  Anna 
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(Olson)  Bergstrom,  natives  of  Sweden.  He  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  and 
attended  the  district  schools  of  his  neighborhood.  In  1919  he  left  his  father’s 
farm  and  came  to  Comstock,  where  he  opened  a  hardware  store.  He  has  a 
prosperous  establishment  and  carries  a  full  line  of  shelf  and  floor  hardware  and 
farm  implements.  He  is  a  good  business  man,  he  is  thoroughly  familiar  with 
local  conditions,  and  his  list  of  satisfied  customers  is  constantly  increasing. 
He  has  faith  in  the  future  of  Comstock  and  the  surrounding  rural  districts, 
and  in  the  progress  and  development  of  this  region  he  is  taking  his  share. 

Fritz  Gehler,  an  early  settler,  was  born  in  Germany,  April  16,  1843.  He 
there  grew  to  manhood  and  learned  his  trade  as  a  miller.  In  the  middle  sixties 
he  came  to  the  United  States  and  located  in  Ripon,  Wis.  There,  on  Dec.  6,  1868, 
he  married  Augusta  Miltz,  likewise  a  native  of  Germany.  In  the  seventies,  they 
came  to  Barron  County,  and  secured  160  acres  of  land  in  Section  24,  Stanley 
Township.  Here  they  started  in  to  carve  their  fortunes.  They  had  little  to 
work  with  but  their  hands.  Grain  was  harvested  with  a  cradle.  Oxen  were 
their  only  draught  animals.  The  trading  point  was  Chippewa  Falls,  and  pro¬ 
visions  were  usually  brought  in  afoot.  The  wife,  fortunately  for  the  family, 
had  a  spinning  wheel,  on  which  she  spun  yarn  to  be  made  into  jackets,  mittens 
and  socks.  She  kept  this  spinning  wheel  through  all  her  life,  and  used  it  up  to 
her  last  days.  Mr.  Gehler  cleared  up  the  land  and  erected  some  unusually  good 
buildings.  He  was  a  man  of  importance  in  the  neighborhood,  greatly  looked 
up  to  by  his  neighbors.  He  served  on  the  town  board  and  on  the  school  board 
and  in  other  positions  of  public  honor  and  private  trust.  Before  the  district 
was  organized,  a  subscription  school  was  kept  in  his  house.  There  also  some 
of  the  first  meetings  of  the  German  Lutheran  Congregation  were  held.  It  was 
there  that  the  first  subscription  was  taken  for  the  building  of  the  church  in 
Stanley  Township.  After  this  Mr.  Gehler  drove  from  house  to  house  collecting 
money  for  the  same  purpose,  and  he  was  himself  a  liberal  contributor.  He 
served  for  some  years  as  one  of  the  officials  of  the  congregation.  Fraternally 
he  was  an  active  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  at  Cameron.  He  was  a  stock¬ 
holder  in  the  Farmers’  Cooperative  Store  at  Cameron.  In  his  latter  years  he 
retired  from  the  more  strenuous  duties  of  farm  life  and  moved  to  Cameron, 
where  he  died  May  7,  1919.  His  good  wife,  who  was  born  Jan.  11,  1840,  died 
on  the  farm  Nov.  2,  1919.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven  children:  Anna, 
Emma,  Minnie,  Paul,  Lena,  William  and  Amelia. 

William  Gehler,  who  has  a  fertile  farm  in  Section  24,  Stanley  Township, 
was  born  on  the  place  where  he  now  resides  June  13,  1880,  the  son  of  Fritz  and 
Augusta  (Miltz)  Gehler,  the  pioneers.  He  attended  the  district  schools  and 
learned  farming  from  his  father.  In  time  he  took  over  the  home  place,  and  to 
it  has  added  40  acres  more.  He  has  remodeled  and  improved  the  buildings, 
and  added  to  the  machinery  and  equipment.  He  is  proud  of  good  stock,  and 
is  breeding  into  pure-blooded  Holstein  cattle.  He  also  has  a  drove  of  Chester 
White  swine,  a  flock  of  Plymouth  Rock  chickens  and  some  good  Percheron 
horses.  In  public  affairs  he  has  taken  his  part,  and  has  served  for  a  time  on 
the  school  board.  Like  his  father  before  him  he  is  a  member  of  the  Modern 
Woodmen  Camp  at  Cameron.  Mr.  Gehler  was  married  May  6,  1909,  to  Alice 
Bong,  who  was  born  at  Kiel,  Wis.,  Sept.  14,  1890,  the  daughter  of  Albert  and 
Laura  Bong,  the  former  of  whom  was  a  native  of  Germany  and  the  latter  of 
Wisconsin.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gehler  have  four  children :  Donald,  born  April  10, 
1910;  Fred,  born  Aug.  6,  1911;  George,  born  Oct.  19,  1913,  and  Laurpn,  born 
Oct.  22,  1916,  a  bright  quartette  of  sturdy  sons.  The  family  faith  is  that  of 
the  German  Lutheran  Church. 

Fayette  Skinner,  blacksmith  and  wagon  maker  of  Canton,  is  one  of  the 
honored  and  respected  men  of  the  community.  He  is  an  excellent  workman  of 
long  experience,  he  is  a  good  business  man,  and  he  is  genial  and  jovial  in  tem¬ 
perament,  qualities  which  make  him  well  liked  by  all  who  know  him.  He  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania  May  12,  1849,  the  son  of  Josiah  and  Hannah  (Belcher) 
Skinner,  natives  of  New  York  State.  The  father,  who  was  a  blacksmith,  brought 
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the  family  to  Wisconsin  and  located  at  Stevens  Point,  Portage  County.  There 
he  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-six.  His  wife  lived  to  the  good  old  age  of  eighty- 
four.  Their  children  were:  Fayette,  Ernest,  Joseph,  Albert,  Emma,  Bertha  and 
Mary.  Fayette,  being  the  eldest  of  this  large  family,  had  but  little  opportunity 
for  schooling.  He  learned  the  blacksmith’s  trade  from  his  father,  and  for  sev¬ 
eral  years  worked  in  the  railroad  shops  at  Stevens  Point.  Then  he  opened  a 
shop  of  his  own  there  and  later  established  a  branch  at  Plover.  He  came  to 
Canton  and  established  his  present  place  in  1910.  He  is  a  thorough  exponent 
of  Odd  Fellowship,  belongs  to  the  Subordinate  lodge,  the  Encampment  and  the 
Canton,  and  is  entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  Grand  Lodge.  Mr.  Skinner  was  married 
Sept.  5,  1874  to  Addie  Booth,  who  was  born  in  Lake  County,  Indiana,  June  14, 
1855,  the  daughter  of  A.  J.  and  Sarah  Booth,  natives  of  New  York  state.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Skinner  have  had  five  children.  Mabel  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one. 
Frank  is  a  circus  man.  Martin  lives  at  Fond  du  Lac.  Allison,  like  his  father, 
is  a  blacksmith,  the  third  generation  of  blacksmiths  in  the  family,  and  is 
located  at  Ladysmith,  in  Rush  County,  this  state.  Fayette  is  a  railroad  postal 
clerk. 

William  Lester  Sandmire,  the  energetic  and  hustling  young  manager  of  the 
lumber  yard  at  Canton  for  the  Canton  Lumber  Co.,  is  deeply  interested  in  the 
growth  and  development  of  the  village.  He  is  a  good  business  man,  he  thor¬ 
oughly  understands  lumber  and  fuel,  he  knows  the  needs  of  the  community, 
and  he  has  the  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  has  business  dealings.  He  was 
born  on  a  farm  in  Richland  County,  this  state,  the  son  of  James  and  Catherine 
Sandmire.  They  gave  him  excellent  educational  advantages  so  that  he  was 
enabled  not  only  to  pass  through  the  rural  schools  with  credit,  but  also  to  at¬ 
tend  the  Viola  High  School  in  that  county.  Then  he  went  to  Ash  Ridge  in  Rich¬ 
land  County,  and  clerked  in  a  store  for  three  years.  Subsequently  he  learned 
the  cheese  making  business.  In  1917  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  built  the 
Canton  cheese  factory  at  Canton.  This  burned  in  1918,  and  he  then  assumed 
the  duties  of  his  present  position.  He  is  a  member  of  the  lodge  of  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America  at  Canton.  He  was  married  March  4,  1918  at  Canton,  to 
Leahlyn  Lepley,  who  was  born  in  Richland  County,  this  state,  July  7,  1896,  and 
they  have  one  child,  Catherine  Iola,  born  Jan.  30,  1919. 

Robert  McLellan,  for  many  years  a  resident  of  Section  26,  Stanley  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  Nova  Scotia,  Canada,  and  was  there  reared  and  educated.  As 
a  young  man  he  became  a  coal  miner  in  which  occupation  he  continued  for 
several  years.  He  married  Lovina  Rees,  who  was  born  in  Canada.  Eight  chil¬ 
dren  were  born  in  Canada:  Charles,  Sarah,  Mark,  John,  Ann,  George,  Robert 
and  David.  He  brought  the  family  to  the  States  in  the  early  eighties  and 
located  in  Chippewa  County,  this  state,  where  he  worked  in  the  woods.  One 
child  was  born  there,  Alexandria  by  name.  In  1885  he  brought  the  family  to 
Barron  County  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Section  26,  Stanley  Township,  where 
he  built  up  a  good  farm.  There  four  more  children,  Isaac,  Grace,  Arthur  and 
Hazel,  were  born.  Mr.  McLellan  died  on  the  farm  at  the  age  of  77  years.  His 
wife,  now  73,  resides  on  the  old  homestead  with  her  son,  Arthur. 

Albert  Lowell,  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  one  of  the  earliest  pioneers  of 
Sumner  Township,  and  at  one  time  keeper  of  a  hotel  on  the  old  village  site  of 
Sumner,  was  born  in  Illinois,  son  of  Harvey  and  Sarah  (Randolph)  Lowell.  He 
came  west  as  a  young  man,  and  married  Margaret  Gorman,  a  native  of  Sauk 

County,  this  state.  He  served  in  the  Civil  War  as  a  private  in  Co.  D, - 

Regiment,  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry.  He  came  to  Barron  County  in  the 
seventies,  and  located  in  Sumner  Township,  where  he  homesteaded  wild  land 
and  built  a  log  cabin.  He  subsequently  farmed  in  different  parts  of  the  town¬ 
ship,  and  at  one  time,  as  noted,  kept  a  hotel  in  the  old  town  of  Sumner.  Later 
he  moved  to  Canton  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-three,  and  his  wife  is  still 
living  with  her  son,  Frank.  In  the  family  there  were  six  children:  Herman, 
Frank,  Clara,  Sadie,  Walter  and  Laura. 
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Robert  Duncan  McLellan,  a  potato  buyer  of  Canton  for  the  past  ten  years, 
was  born  in  Canada,  June  23,  1874,  the  son  of  Robert  and  Lovina  (Rees)  Mc¬ 
Lellan,  who  brought  him  first  to  Chippewa  County  and  then  to  Barron  County. 
He  was  reared  and  educated  in  Stanley  Township,  and  started  out  for  him¬ 
self  at  about  the  age  of  nineteen.  For  years  he  farmed,  did  railroad  work, 
and  worked  in  the  woods.  He  took  up  his  home  in  Canton  in  1892.  He  is  a 
good  business  man,  he  deals  with  the  utmost  fairness,  and  has  the  confidence 
of  the  people  from  whom  he  buys  and  those  to  whom  he  ships.  He  is  an  en¬ 
thusiastic  believer  in  the  future  of  this  region  as  one  of  the  leading  potato 
sections  of  Wisconsin.  Mr.  McLellan  was  married  Dec.  25,  1892,  to  Clara  Lowell, 
who  was  born  in  Sumner  Township,  this  county,  Nov.  15,  1877,  the  daughter 
of  Albert  and  Margaret  (Gorman)  Lowell.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McLellan  have  had 
a  fine  family  of  ten  children:  Mabel,  Walter,  Dewey,  Ernest,  Violet  (died  in 
infancy),  Ruby,  Sydney,  Gladys,  Roy  and  Lawrence. 

William  White,  an  early  settler  of  Sumner  Township,  was  born  in  Bred- 
shire,  England,  Nov.  7,  1835,  and  was  there  reared  and  educated.  He  came 
to  the  United  States  as  a  young  man.  For  some  time  he  lived  near  Reeds- 
burg,  Sauk  County,  Wis.,  where,  in  1867,  he  married  Almira  Lake,  who  was 
born  in  New  York  State,  Dec.  29,  1841.  For  fourteen  years  he  was  in  Colo¬ 
rado,  working  in  the  mines.  In  1872  he  came  to  Barron  County,  bringing  his 
wife,  and  child,  Margaret,  and  located  on  160  acres  of  wild  land  in  Section  18, 
Sumner  Township.  Later,  he  added  forty  acres  more,  making  a  good  place  of 
200  acres.  For  a  while  the  family  lived  in  a  shack,  while  he  was  getting  a 
house  built.  He  had  an  ox  team,  with  which  he  had  driven  in  from  Sauk 
County,  but  he  had  little  else  with  which  to  clear  a  farm  in  the  wilderness. 
Grain  was  cradled  by  hand.  The  market  place  was  at  Chippewa  Falls,  and 
the  journey  there  and  back,  through  the  wilds,  with  the  oxen,  took  four  days. 
But  gradually  times  changed,  and  the  town  became  a  well-settled  farming  com¬ 
munity.  Mr.  White  kept  pace  with  the  progress  of  the  neighborhood,  and  de¬ 
veloped,  a  good  farm.  He  was  active  in  public  affairs,  and  served  for  many 
years  on  the  town  board  and  on  the  school  board.  After  a  long  and  useful 
life,  he  died,  April  4,  1915.  He  was  a  man  of  sterling  worth,  who  did  his  duty 
as  he  saw  it,  and  he  will  long  be  esteemed  as  one  who  had  a  real  part  in  the 
upbuilding  of  the  county.  His  wife  died  Nov.  18,  1914.  They  were  the  par¬ 
ents  of  six  children:  Margaret,  Arthur  0.,  William  C.,  May,  Myra  and  Mabel. 

Arthur  O.  White,  a  successful  potato  buyer  of  Canton,  was  born  on  the 
old  homestead  in  Section  18,  Sumner  Township,  May  12,  1873,  the  son  of  Wil¬ 
liam  and  Elvira  (Lake)  White,  early  settlers.  He  remained  at  home  as  a 
youth,  attended  school  in  the  neighborhood,  and  learned  farming  from  his 
father.  At  an  early  age  he  took  up  the  potato  business,  and  in  that  he  still 
continues,  representing  J.  R.  Beggs  of  St.  Paul,  as  a  buyer.  He  knows  local 
conditions  and  local  people,  he  has  a  reputation  for  fair  dealing  and  generous 
treatment,  and  he  has  the  confidence  of  the  people  as  well  as  of  the  company 
for  which  he  works.  He  was  married  at  Canton,  Dec.  30,  1903,  to  Carrie  Gil¬ 
lette,  who  was  born  Nov.  10,  1874,  the  daughter  of  J.  and  Mary  (Malone)  GiL 
lette,  who  came  to  Barron  County  in  1886,  and  settled  at  Sumner. 

William  Charles  White,  educator  and  bee  fancier,  was  born  on  a  pioneer 
homestead  in  Section  18,  Sumner  Township,  Dec.  7,  1875,  the  son  of  William 
and  Elvira  (Lake)  White.  He  remained  at  home  until  sixteen  and  then  started 
teaching  school.  By  teaching  he  secured  funds  to  attend  the  Wisconsin  State 
Normal  School  at  Superior  and  the  University  of  Wisconsin,  at  Madison.  In 
all,  he  taught  twenty-six  years.  He  was  principal  at  Canton  eight  years,  at 
Elmwood  three  years,  at  Plum  City  two  years,  at  Cameron  one  year,  and  at 
Prairie  Farm,  one  year.  As  an  instructor,  he  met  with  great  success.  He  was 
a  master  of  the  subjects  he  taught  and  well  informed  in  other  lines,  and  he 
had  the  faculty  of  making  knowledge  clear  to  his  pupils  and  inspiring  them 
to  do  their  best.  He  is  courteous  and  affable,  he  is  a  sound  business  man, 
and  has  the  entire  confidence  of  the  public.  Mr.  White  has  made  a  hobby  of 
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raising  bees.  He  specializes  in  the  Italian  breed,  and  is  meeting  with  quite  a 
degree  of  success  along  this  line.  He  stands  well  with  all  who  know  him,  and 
is  one  of  the  influential  men  of  this  part  of  the  county. 

Edward  Frankenburg,  a  retired  resident  of  Cameron  Village,  formerly  the 
successful  owner  of  160  acres  of  good  farm  land  in  Section  34,  Stanley  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  Germany,  Aug.  31,  1848,  the  son  of  Frederick  and  Fredericka 
Frankenburg.  The  family,  then  consisting  of  the  father  and  mother,  and  three 
sons,  Edward,  Charles  and  Mauritz,  came  to  America  in  1870,  and  located  first 
in  West  Virginia.  That  fall  they  came  westward  to  Ohio,  where  they  remained 
for  three  years.  In  1873  they  located  in  Winneconne,  Wis.  There  they  learned 
of  the  possibilities  of  Barron  County,  and  determined  to  establish  their  home 
here.  Accordingly,  in  1875,  they  came  here,  and  secured  land  in  Section  34, 
Stanley  Township,  the  father  185  acres,  and  Edward  160  acres.  On  the  father’s 
place,  some  two  acres  had  been  broken,  but  no  buildings  had  been  erected. 
They  put  up  a  log  cabin,  and  for  a  while  all  lived  together  there.  They  had  no 
money,  but  the  father  and  the  boys  managed  to  get  a  little  by  working  for 
Knapp,  Stout  &  Company,  winters,  while  clearing  the  land  in  the  summer  time. 
Supplies  had  to  be  obtained  from  Rice  Lake,  and  were  usually  brought  in  on 
the  back  of  the  father  or  one  of  the  sons.  It  was  two  years  before  they  se¬ 
cured  a  cow,  and  still  later  before  they  could  afford  a  span  of  horses.  The 
years  of  hard  work,  however,  in  time  had  their  reward,  and  the  family  became 
one  of  the  most  respected  in  the  vicinity.  They  helped  to  establish  the  Ger¬ 
man  Lutheran  Church  at  Sumner  and  continued  active  in  its  support.  The 
parents  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives  on  the  home  place.  In  the  mean¬ 
time,  Edward  was  working  at  intervals  in  the  improvement  of  his  own  place. 
He  built  a  log  cabin  there,  and  moved  into  it  in  1884  with  his  bride.  Together 
they  started  to  carve  their  fortunes,  and  to  establish  a  family  home.  They 
worked  early  and  late,  and  their  efforts  were  crowned  with  success.  The  log 
cabin  gave  way  to  a  fine  set  of  well-improved  buildings.  The  wild  land  be¬ 
came  a  well-cultivated  farm,  well  fenced,  and  provided  with  the  best  of  equip¬ 
ment.  Children  came  to  brighten  the  home  and  their  parents’  hearts,  and  as 
they  grew,  they,  too,  took  an  interest  in  the  place  and  its  development.  In 
1920,  after  a  long  life  filled  with  hard  work  and  worthy  endeavor,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Frankenburg  retired,  and  now  have  a  pleasant  home  in  Cameron,  where 
they  are  spending  the  afternoon  of  life  in  well-deserved  comfort.  Mr.  Frank¬ 
enburg  was  married  Nov.  10,  1884,  at  Old  Cameron,  to  Fredericka  Pouch,  born 
in  Germany,  Jan.  17,  1865,  the  daughter  of  Frederick  and  Wilhelmina,  who  died 
in  that  country  when  she  was  a  young  girl.  She  came  to  America  in  1884,  and 
a  few  months  later  was  married.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frankenburg  have  eight  chil¬ 
dren:  Robert,  Edward,  Carl,  Louis,  John,  Arthur,  Adaline  and  Clara. 

John  F.  Neck,  an  estimable  early  settler,  has  lived  in  Prairie  Farm  for 
forty  years.  In  the  early  days  he  saw  much  hard  work  and  endured  many  hard¬ 
ships,  and  came  through  rigorous  experiences  which  only  a  man  of  unusual 
strength  could  survive.  He  was  born  in  Saxony,  Germany,  May  29,  1867,  one 
of  the  seven  children  of  Matthew  and  Mary  (Reiser)  Neck.  He  attended  school 
in  Germany,  and  was  but  fourteen  years  old  when  he  came  to  America,  in  1881. 
But  he  was  a  healthy,  sturdy  and  solid  boy,  and  after  finding  his  way  to  Bar¬ 
ron  County,  worked  on  farms,  in  the  woods  and  on  the  river  drives.  He  worked 
hard,  early  and  late,  he  saved  his  money,  and  in  1888  he  bought  40  acres  of 
wild  land  in  Section  35,  and  40  in  Section  34,  Prairie  Farm  Township,  and 
built  thereon  a  log  cabin,  18  by  24  feet.  Then  he  sent  for  his  parents  and  the 
rest  of  the  family,  and  they  moved  into  the  cabin.  The  parents  continued  to 
live  here,  the  father  dying  in  1920,  at  the  age  of  85  years,  and  the  mother  the 
same  year,  at  the  age  of  82  years.  In  1891,  Mr.  Neck  married  and  brought  his 
wife  to  the  place.  For  many  years  the  family  had  a  hard  time  to  get  along. 
There  were  no  roads,  the  neighbors  were  scattered,  and  travelers  were  few. 
A  trail  led  past  the  place  but  the  little  cabin  was  set  back  from  the  trail  where 
it  could  hardly  be  seen.  Most  of  the  furniture  was  made  from  trees  cut  on  the 
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place.  While  building  up  the  place,  when  he  could,  Mr.  Neck  continued  work¬ 
ing  in  the  woods.  Sometimes  he  would  come  home  from  the  woods  late  at 
night  with  his  shoes  frozen  to  his  feet,  and  be  unable  to  remove  them,  and 
have  to  keep  them  on  all  night.  Often  in  the  late  fall  he  would  start  for  Bar¬ 
ron  with  a  load  of  hay  at  two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  with  no  mittens  and  no 
overcoat,  and  then  receive  but  a  very  small  price  for  his  load.  Gradually, 
however,  times  became  better,  and  prosperity  crowned  his  efforts.  The  tract 
of  wild  land  was  developed  into  a  good  farm,  and  80  more  acres  has  been  added, 
making  a  fine  farm  of  160  acres.  Mr.  Neck  now  has  a  fine  set  of  buildings. 
He  has  a  pleasant  and  comfortable  home,  a  basement,  barn,  36  by  118  feet,  a 
silo,  14  by  30  feet,  and  other  buildings.  The  place  is  well  kept  and  well 
equipped,  and  is  profitably  conducted.  Here  Mr.  Neck  carries  on  general  farm¬ 
ing  and  dairying,  and  has  a  good  herd  of  Holstein  cattle.  He  is  a  stockholder 
in  the  Prairie  Farm  Co-operative  Association  and  in  the  Prairie  Farm  Co-op¬ 
erative  Creamery.  In  the  community  at  large  he  is  known  as  a  good  citizen,  and 
he  has  done  the  town  good  service  as  a  member  of  the  township  board.  He 
helped  to  start  the  German  Evangelical  Church  at  Prairie  Farm,  and  has  served 
as  trustee  and  as  president  of  the  trustees.  Mr.  Neck  was  married  May  7,  , 
1891,  to  Anna  Dora  Rassbach,  who  was  born  in  Prairie  Farm  Township,  Dec. 
22,  1869,  the  daughter  of  Casper  and  Mary  Rassbach,  pioneers  of  that  town¬ 
ship.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  seven  children:  Henry,  of  Rice  Lake; 
Maude,  the  wife  of  Roy  Miller,  of  Prairie  Township;  and  Edgar,  Lottie,  Ray¬ 
mond,  Wayne  and  Oliver,  all  at  home.  Henry  was  inducted  into  the  United 
States  service  July  14,  1917,  as  a  mechanic  and  left  Barron  County  with  one 
of  the  largest  contingents:  He  was  sent  to  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  and  was  then  sent 
to  high  school  for  a  time.  He  was  then  sent  to  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  where 
he  was  placed  in  the  signal  corps,  and  went  to  Camp  Meade,  ready  to  go  over¬ 
seas,  when  he  was  attacked  by  the  influenza.  After  recovering  he  went  into 
training  there  and  so  remained  until  the  armistice  was  signed.  He  was  dis¬ 
charged  in  January,  1919,  and  returned  home. 

Walter  J.  Ackerman,  head  of  the  Ackerman  Insurance  Co.,  Rice  Lake,  first 
engaged  in  the  real  estate  and  loan  business  here  in  1900,  and  in  the  decade 
that  has  passed  he  has  won  the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the  foremost  men 
in  this  line  in  this  part  of  the  state.  He  possesses  those  qualities  of  tempera¬ 
ment  and  personality  which  make  for  success  in  his  particular  line  of  work, 
he  is  a  thorough  believer  in  his  business,  and  people  have  learned  that  all  his 
advice  is  fair  and  impartial.  In  the  course  of  his  career  he  has  bought  out 
three  different  partners,  and  has  surrounded  himself  with  an  able  corps  of  co¬ 
workers,  the  agency  now  being  composed  of  himself,  F.  B.  Tompkins,  W.  D. 
Brady  and  E.  G.  Shervey.  The  company  is  the  largest  of  its  kind  in  the  county, 
and  handles  more  than  half  of  all  the  insurance  in  Rice  Lake.  The  firm  rep¬ 
resents  a  large  number  of  companies.  A  direct  agency  is  maintained  with 
more  than  70  companies,  and  the  firm  is  also  prepared  to  secure  insurance  with 
any  other  company  desired,  in  any  line  desired.  Loans  are  also  negotiated  on 
city  and  rural  property.  Walter  J.  Ackerman  is  a  native  of  this  county,  born 
on  his  parents'  farm  in  Doyle  Township,  Aug.  5,  1882,  son  of  Joel  R.  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  (Jeffers)  Ackerman,  the  former  of  whom  died  June  13,  1918,  and  the  lat¬ 
ter  of  whom  is  still  living  on  the  home  place.  He  was  sturdily  reared  to  farm 
pursuits,  and  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  district  schools  of  his 
neighborhood.  Later,  in  1901,  he  entered  the  Wisconsin  Business  University  at 
La  Crosse,  Wis.,  from  which  he  received  his  diploma  in  1902.  In  addition  to 
this  he  did  considerable  home  study  as  a  youth,  and  his  broad  information  of 
today  is  the  result  of  deep  reading  and  close  observation  of  books,  men  and 
events.  In  1903  he  became  accountant  for  the  Crisler-Everts  Lumber  Co.  of 
Rice  Lake,  and  upon  buying  an  interest  in  the  firm  was  made  its  secretary, 
a  position  he  held  until  they  sold  out  to  the  Osborn-Clark  Lumber  Co.  of  Min¬ 
neapolis,  since  which  time  he  has  been  engaged  in  his  present  business.  Mr. 
Ackerman  has  been  interested  in  the  moving  picture  line  for  some  years.  At 
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one  time,  with  Earl  T.  Brown  as  partner,  he  owned  a  half  interest  in  all  three 
of  the  moving  picture  theaters  then  operated  in  Janesville,  Wisconsin,  and  he 
also  owned  a  third  interest  in  a  moving  picture  theater  in  Spooner,  Wis.,  and 
two  in  Rice  Lake.  In  1914,  together  with  E.  H.  Bjoin  and  P.  D.  Jacobson,  he 
purchased  the  Tourists’  Hotel,  of  Rice  Lake,  which  for  about  one  year  was 
conducted  under  his  supervision  by  a  manager.  In  1915  he  sold  the  hotel  to 
Michael  Weber.  At  present  he  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Cinematic  Service  Co. 
of  Fond  du  Lac,  Wis.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias 
and  the  United  Commercial  Travelers.  He  helped  to  organize  the  Rice  Lake 
Commercial  Club,  was  its  first  secretary,  and  has  been  one  of  its  real  leaders. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Credit  Division  of  the  Business  Men’s  Association. 
He  finds  his  recreation  in  motoring  and  in  trout  fishing.  His  excellent  modern 
home  is  located  at  20  West  Evans  Street,  and  he  also  has  a  pretty  summer  cot¬ 
tage  on  the  shores  of  Rice  Lake.  Mr.  Ackerman  was  married  Nov.  24,  1914,  to 
Aura  Sawyer,  of  Rice  Lake,  born  March  26,  1883,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Louise 
(La  Ford)  Sawyer.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ackerman  have  one  child,  Walter  F.,  born 
Oct.  24,  1917. 

Louis  C.  Dahl,  Cumberland,  railroad  man  and  merchant,  was  born  in  Nor¬ 
way,  Aug.  31,  1863,  the  son  of  Christ  and  Marion  Dahl,  both  natives  of  that 
country.  The  father,  who  was  employed  in  paper  mills  in  the  old  country, 
brought  his  family  to  America  in  1882,  and  settled  at  New  Richmond,  St.  Croix 
County,  this  state,  where  he  was  employed  as  a  railroad  section  man,  until  his 
death,  in  1890,  after  which  his  wife  returned  to  Norway,  where  she  died,  Aug 
2,  1916.  In  the  family  there  were  seven  children:  Jens  P.,  Ole,  Andreas,  Petra 
(wife  of  John  Halverson,  of  New  Richmond),  Charles,  Louis  C.  and  one  who  is 
dead.  Louis  C.  came  to  America  with  his  parents  as  a  youth  of  fifteen,  and 
started  work  as  a  section  man  with  headquarters  at  New  Richmond.  Three  years 
later,  in  1884,  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  he  was  made  section  foreman.  In  May, 
1905,  he  left  New  Richmond  and  went  to  Williams  County,  North  Dakota,  where 
he  took  a  homestead  and  farmed  for  eight  years.  He  then  sold  his  place  there 
and  resumed  railroad  work,  locating  in  Cumberland,  Barron  County,  Wis., 
where  he  has  since  remained.  A  year  after  coming  here  he  opened  a  variety 
store,  of  which  his  wife  is  in  active  charge,  Mr.  Dahl  continuing  his  work  as 
section  foreman,  for  which  he  is  well  qualified  by  long  experience.  He  is 
widely  acquainted  in  New  Richmond  and  Cumberland  and  the  surrounding 
country.  In  both  cities  he  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  public  affairs,  and 
in  New  Richmond  he  served  as  alderman  for  several  terms.  He  was  a  charter 
member  of  New  Richmond  Camp,  No.  2993,  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  and 
his  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Royal  Neighbors.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the 
Norwegian  Lutheran  Church.  Mr.  Dahl  was  married  March  30,  1890,  at  New 
Richmond,  Wis.,  to  Lena  A.  Lee,  daughter  of  Andrew  J.  and  Anna  Lee,  natives 
of  Norway,  and  early  settlers  of  New  Richmond,  where  they  resided  subse¬ 
quently  until  their  death.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dahl  have  two  daughters:  Lida,  was 
born  May  29,  1891,  and  is  the  wife  of  Floyd  Trumble,  of  Williston,  North 
Dakota.  Signora  was  born  July  21,  1897,  and  is  the  wife  of  Arthur  Erickson, 
a  stone  mason  of  Cumberland,  who  was  a  soldier  in  the  great  World  War. 

Henry  E.  Anderson,  proprietor  of  Plainfield  Farm  in  Section  33,  Lakeland 
Township,  is  one  of  the  active  and  useful  citizens  of  that  township,  widely 
known  and  respected.  He  was  born  in  Norway,  Jan.  14,  1871,  son  of  Halver 
and  Margaret  (Preus)  Anderson,  and  came  to  America  with  his  parents  in 
1881.  From  Philadelphia,  where  the  ship  landed  him,  the  family  came  direct 
to  Cumberland,  Wis.,  but  in  a  short  time  removed  to  Barronette,  where  for  three 
years  Halver  Anderson  worked  in  the  sawmills.  In  1884,  he  started  out  for 
himself  as  a  farmer,  buying  40  acres  of  heavy  timber  land  in  Section  33,  Lake¬ 
land  Township,  the  Beaver  Lake  Lumber  Co.,  from  whom  he  bought  the  land, 
reserving  the  timber,  which  was  logged  the  same  year.  Mr.  Anderson  erected 
a  set  of  log  buildings  and  began  the  development  of  his  property.  There  he 
resided  until  his  death,  which  was  caused  by  his  falling  from  a  load  of  hay. 
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The  accident  resulted  in  injuries  to  his  spine  and  he  passed  away  three  days 
later,  Aug.  15,  1892,  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine  years,  six  months  and  ten  days. 
At  the  time  of  the  father’s  death,  the  wife  and  mother,  with  the  assistance  of 
the  oldest  son,  Henry  E.,  shouldered  the  responsibility  of  rearing  and  educating 
the  fatherless  children,  the  youngest  being  about  three  years  of  age.  She  was 
a  hard-working  woman,  always  devoted  to  family  and  home,  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Church.  She  lived  on  the  farm  almost  continuously  until  her 
death,  which  occurred  at  the  home  of  her  son,  Henry  E.,  on  Nov.  27,  1912.  at 
the  age  of  sixty-seven  years.  When  the  family  first  settled  here,  in  1884,  it 
was  no  unusual  sight  to  see  hundreds  of  Indians  passing  through,  northward 
bound,  the  trail  leading  right  beside  the  little  log  cabin.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Halver 
Anderson  were  the  parents  of  eight  children:  Ludwig,  who  died  in  Norway; 
Jennie,  now  Mrs.  G.  T.  Anderson,  of  Clam  Falls,  Wis.;  Henry  E.,  of  Lake¬ 
land  Township;  Peter  A.,  who  died  Dec.  31,  1908;  Louis  M.,  of  St.  Paul,  Minn.; 
Marie,  now  Mrs.  C.  0.  Rudd,  of  St.  Paul;  Charles  T.,  of  Cumberland;  and 
Clara,  who  is  the  wife  of  John  Melby,  of  Minot,  North  Dakota.  Henry  E. 
Anderson  was  educated  in  Barron  County  and  first  worked  for  his  father,  after¬ 
wards  in  sawmills  and  shingle  mills,  which  line  of  industry  he  began  at  the 
early  age  of  eleven  years.  After  his  father’s  death  he  took  charge  of  the  farm, 
and  later,  having  bought  the  interests  of  the  other  heirs,  it  became  his  prop¬ 
erty.  He  has  since  increased  its  area  by  the  purchase  of  an  additional  40 
acres,  and  has  cleared  and  broken  55  acres  in  all,  besides  having  erected  a  set 
of  buildings.  As  a  general  farmer  and  dairyman,  he  is  carrying  on  a  success¬ 
ful  business  and  making  good  financial  progress.  His  cattle  are  pure-bred 
Holsteins.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Cumberland  Shipping  Association,  a  stock¬ 
holder  and  director  in  the  McKinley  Telephone  Company  and  a  stockholder  in 
the  Barron  Live  Stock  Pavilion.  His  religious  affiliations  are  with  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  On  Oct.  29,  1907,  Mr.  Anderson  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Minnie  Wandrey,  who  was  born  at  Wautoma,  Wis.,  July  10,  1884,  daughter  of 
Frederick  E.  and  Mary  (Zabel)  Wandrey.  Of  this  union,  three  children  have 
been  born:  Evelyn  M.,  May  10,  1909;  Orville  H.,  Dec.  22,  1911;  and  Raymond 
W.,  March  31,  1914. 

Anson  E.  Halloway,  one  of  the  leading  men  of  his  neighborhood,  is  farm¬ 
ing  on  80  acres  in  Section  25,  west,  Maple  Grove  Township.  He  was  born 
Sept.  21,  1868,  in  Marshall  County,  Indiana,  son  of  Levi  and  Margaret  (Garner) 
Halloway,  natives  respectively  of  Ohio  and  Indiana,  who  farmed  in  Indiana 
until  1880,  when  they  moved  to  Michigan,  where  the  father  died  in  1904  and 
where  the  mother  still  lives.  Anson  E.  received  his  early  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Indiana  and  Michigan,  and  farmed  for  a  number  of  years  with 
his  parents.  In  1889  he  entered  the  United  States  Merchant  Marine  service  for 
three  years.  He  came  to  Barron  County  in  1892,  and  acquired  his  present 
place.  He  cleared  fifty  acres  and  erected  a  good  set  of  buildings.  One  of  the 
features  of  the  place  is  a  nine-room  bungalow,  completed  in  1920,  a  remark¬ 
able  circumstance  being  that  all  the  rough  lumber  used  in  its  construction 
came  from  timber  cut  on  the  farm.  Mr.  Halloway  was  clerk  of  the  school 
board  of  his  district  one  year  and  a  director  one  year.  Mr.  Halloway  was  mar¬ 
ried  Nov.  8,  1896,  to  Isabelle  Cox,  who  was  born  in  Iowa,  Feb.  23,  1873,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  David  and  Elizabeth  (Plummer)  Cox.  Her  parents  came  to  Barron 
County  from  Iowa  in  1876  and  homesteaded  160  acres  in  Dallas  Township. 
Mr.  Cox  later  sold  that  tract  and  moved  to  Maple  Grove  Township,  where  he 
spent  a  considerable  part  of  his  life  in  farming.  His  last  removal  was  to  Hills¬ 
dale,  where  he  died  in  July,  1917.  His  wife  died  Oct.  27,  1901.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Halloway  are  the  parents  of  four  children:  Hazel  R.,  born  Aug.  24,  1897,  who  is 
the  wife  of  Henry  Snider  of  Maple  Grove  Township,  and  has  two  children, 
Raymond  H.,  born  Aug.  21,  1918,  and  Dorothy,  born  Oct.  5,  1920.  Mildred  was 
born  Nov.  5,  1904,  and  attends  school  at  Barron.  Chester  A.  was  born  Aug.  27, 
1911.  Anson  E.,  Jr.,  was  born  Aug.  18,  1918. 
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Barney  Gulickson,  a  substantial  and  hard-working  farmer  of  Section  26, 
Stanley  Township,  was  born  in  Telemarken,  Norway,  Dec.  23,  1859,  the  son  of 
Gulick  and  Gunhild  (Moen)  Olson,  with  whom  he  came  to  Waupaca  County, 
this  state,  in  1868,  and  to  his  present  farm  in  1873.  As  a  boy  he  lived  in  the 
family  log  cabin  and  assisted  with  the  farm  work.  When  the  parents  grew 
older  he  gradually  took  up  the  burdens  of  the  farm  management  and  he  still 
remains  on  the  home  place  of  160  acres  which  he  now  owns.  He  successfully 
carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying  and  has  a  good  herd  of  graded  Hol¬ 
stein  cattle.  His  holdings  include  shares  in  the  Farmers’  Cooperative  Store  at 
Cameron  and  the  Farmers’  Cheese  Co.  at  Canton.  Mr.  Gulickson  is  one  of  the 
solid  men  of  the  community,  he  is  respected  by  all  who  know  him,  and  is  held 
in  the  highest  esteem  and  regard.  His  work  and  worth  are  widely  known,  he 
is  a  man  of  good  judgment  and  sound  sense,  he  is  a  good  farmer  and  citizen, 
and  he  takes  his  share  in  everything  that  he  believes  to  be  for  the  best  good  of 
the  community.  Like  his  parents  before  him  he  is  an  adherent  of  the  Norwe¬ 
gian  Lutheran  Church  at  Foberg,  and  is  liberal  in  his  support. 

Gulick  Olson,  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Barron  County,  who  lived  also 
to  be  one  of  its  oldest  and  most  esteemed  citizens,  was  born  in  Telemarken,  Nor¬ 
way  Oct.  17,  1825,  and  was  there  reared,  educated  and  married.  His  first  wife 
died  in  that  country  and  in  1856  he  married  Gunhild  Moen,  who  was  born  in 
Telemarken,  Sept.  17,  1830.  In  1868  he  brought  his  wife  and  five  children  to 
America.  The  voyage  was  made  aboard  the  sailboat  “Rukan”,  and  took  a  little 
over  eight  weeks,  a  hard  voyage  indeed  for  the  mother  with  the  young  children. 
They  landed  at  Quebec,  strangers  in  a  strange  land,  almost  without  money,  and 
ignorant  of  the  language.  From  Quebec  they  found  their  way  to  Detroit, 
Mich.,  and  from  there  to  this  state  where  they  settled  at  Iola,  in  Waupaca 
County.  Five  years  later  they  set  out  for  Barron  County  with  an  ox  team. 
Upon  their  arrival  here  in  1873  they  took  a  homestead  of  160  acres  of  wild  land 
in  Section  25.  This  was  on  Pokegema  Prairie,  then  almost  a  wilderness  with 
only  a  few  scattered  settlers.  For  a.  while  they  lived  with  neighbors  while  he 
put  up  a  small  log  cabin.  Then  he  started  clearing  the  land  and  raising  crops. 
Wheat  brought  low  prices  and  had  to  be  hauled  to  Chippewa  Falls  or  Eau 
Claire,  a  three  days’  journey.  These  places  were  also  the  trading  points  where 
the  provisions  were  secured.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Olson  worked  early  and  late,  as¬ 
sisted  by  their  children,  and  before  old  age  came  on  they  had  established  a 
comfortable  home  and  developed  a  good  farm.  They  were  especially  active  in 
the  affairs  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church.  Early  services  were  often  held 
in  his  log  cabin,  and  when  the  congregation  at  Foberg  was  established  he 
helped  to  build  the  first  church.  He  also  held  several  offices  in  the  congrega¬ 
tion.  All  in  all,  he  was  an  active  and  useful  man,  whose  career  meant  real 
good  to  the  community.  He  was  a  good  farmer,  a  good  citizen,  and  a  good 
neighbor,  his  first  thought  was  ever  of  his  family,  and  his  death  left  a  vacancy 
in  the  community  that  will  not  soon  be  filled.  He  died  Feb.  15,  1921,  after  a 
long  and  useful  life.  His  wife  died  Oct.  11,  1906.  She  was  a  loving  and  dutiful 
wife,  an  affectionate  and  sympathetic  mother,  a  kind  neighbor  and  genial 
friend,  and  she  will  long  be  missed.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Olson  were  the  parents  of 
eight  children:  Andrew  of  Cameron;  Barney  of  Stanley  Township;  Ole  of 
Glenwood,  Minn.;  Charles  of  Koochiching  County,  Minn.;  Alice,  living  in 
Stanley  Township,  the  widow  of  William  Olson;  Theodore  of  Moorehead, 
Minn.,  and  two  who  died  in  infancy  in  Norway. 

William  G.  Guenther,  a  representative  farmer  of  Maple  Plain  Township, 
where  he  has  resided  since  1908,  was  born  Sept.  23,  1887,  in  Marengo,  Iowa, 
son  of  Nicholas  and  Augusta  (Tautenhahn)  Guenther.  The  parents  were  na¬ 
tives  of  Germany  who  came  to  America  in  the  late  seventies,  settling  at  Ma¬ 
rengo,  Iowa,  where  Nicholas  Guenther  followed  the  trade  of  weaver  until  death 
in  1895.  His  wife,  who  survived  him,  died  Feb.  7,  1915.  William  G.  Guenther 
was  educated  in  his  native  state,  attending  the  common  or  district  school  and 
afterward  being  engaged  in  farm  labor  there  until  1908,  when  he  came  to  Bar- 
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ron  County.  Here  he  bought  40  acres  in  Section  21,  Maple  Plain  Township. 
After  clearing  off  a  part  of  the  acreage,  Mr.  Guenther  sold  that  farm  in  1914 
and  bought  80  acres  in  Section  23,  the  same  township.  This  tract  consisted  of 
wild  land,  fifteen  acres  of  which  he  has  since  cleared,  having  also  erected  the 
necessary  buildings.  He  is  giving  special  attention  to  dairying,  keeping  Hol¬ 
stein  cattle,  and  is  reaping  good  financial  returns.  In  1918  he  became  treas¬ 
urer  of  the  township  board,  and  in  1919  was  elected  to  the  office  of  assessor, 
in  which  he  is  still  serving.  The  German  Lutheran  Church  numbers  him 
among  its  useful  and  consistent  members.  Mr.  Guenther  was  married  Nov.  17, 
1915,  to  Bertha  Beck,  who  was  born  in  Clinton,  Iowa,  March  26,  1891,  daughter 
of  Henry  and  Sophia  (Hanson)  Beck.  Her  parents  are  residents  of  Crystal 
Lake  Township,  this  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Guenther  have  one  child,  William 
H.,  who  was  born  July  19,  1918. 

Christ  I.  Larson,  proprietor  of  a  good  farm  of  120  acres  in  Sections  23  and 
26,  Maple  Plain  Township,  is  a  man  who  has  had  a  varied  industrial  career  in 
which  he  has  made  steady  advancement.  He  was  born  in  Lee  County,  Illinois, 
July  19,  1870,  son  of  Iver  and  Bertha  (Knutson)  Larson.  The  parents  were  na¬ 
tives  of  Norway,  who  came  to  America  in  the  year  of  his  birth.  In  1892  they 
removed  from  Lee  County,  Illinois,  to  Hardin  County,  Iowa,  where  Iver  Larson 
died  Nov.  24,  1896.  His  trade  was  that  of  stone  mason  and  bricklayer.  His 
wife  survived  him  until  Sept.  21,  1915.  They  were  members  of  the  Norwegian 
Lutheran  Church.  Their  children,  eight  in  number,  were  Sarah,  Lars,  Knute, 
Iver,  Christ  I.,  Thomas,  Martin  and  Heldeor.  Christ  I.  Larson  acquired  his 
education  in  Lee  County,  Illinois.  His  home  was  with  his  parents  until  1888, 
after  which  he  went  about  for  four  years  doing  farm  labor.  In  1892  he  en¬ 
tered  the  employ  of  the  Interstate  Elevator  Co.,  with  which  concern  he  re¬ 
mained  for  seven  years.  After  that  he  was  in  the  tile  and  sewer  business  for 
a  year.  The  next  two  years  were  spent  as  surveyor  for  the  Chicago  and  North¬ 
western  Railway  Company  in  Iowa.  In  1905  he  went  to  Morgan,  Minn.,  to  be¬ 
come  manager  of  a  stock  farm.  Subsequently  for  nine  years  he  operated  a 
rented  farm  at  that  place.  In  1916  Mr.  Larson  came  to  Barron  County  and 
bought  his  present  farm  of  120  acres  in  Sections  23  and  26,  Maple  Plain  Town¬ 
ship.  On  this  place  he  has  cleared  ten  acres  and  improved  the  rest  of  the 
property,  including  the  buildings.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Camp  Dixon 
cheese  factory,  having  served  one  year  as  president  of  the  company  while  the 
factory  was  under  process  of  construction.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Farm 
Bureau.  As  school  clerk  he  has  rendered  efficient  service.  Mr.  Larson  was 
married  Sept.  6,  1900,  to  Cora  Knapp,  who  was  born  in  Brown  County,  Minn., 
Sept.  1,  1878,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Sarah  (Sherman)  Knapp.  The  children 
of  this  union  are:  Curtis  C.,  born  April  4,  1911,  and  Beatrice  S.,  born  July  27, 
1914.  Mr.  Larson  and  family  are  members  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

George  Ladd,  whose  farm  of  240  acres  lies  partly  in  Maple  Plain  and  partly 
in  Crystal  Lake  Township,  was  born  in  New  York  state  Aug.  9,  1867,  son  of 
William  and  Margaret  (Coleman)  Ladd.  The  parents,  who  were  natives  of 
New  Brunswick,  came  to  Barron  County,  Wis.,  in  1882,  taking  a  homestead  in 
Crystal  Lake  Township,  which  William  Ladd  continued  to  improve  until  his 
death  Oct.  31,  1899.  His  wife  did  not  long  survive  him,  passing  away  in  the 
following  year.  Of  their  ten  children  four  are  now  living.  George  Ladd  ac¬ 
quired  his  education  in  the  district  school.  Until  1892  he  worked  for  his  par¬ 
ents  and  then,  in  the  following  year  bought  160  acres  of  wild  land  in  Section 
32,  Maple  Plain  Township,  which  he  began  to  improve,  in  time  clearing  60  acres 
and  erecting  a  set  of  buildings.  In  1920  he  bought  80  acres  more  in  Crystal 
Lake  Township,  thus  enlarging  his  farm  to  an  area  of  240  acres.  He  follows 
general  farming  and  dairying,  keeping  mixed  grade  of  cattle  with  a  pure  bred 
sire,  and  has  made  good  financial  progress.  He  is  a  director  of  School  District 
No.  3.  On  Nov.  1,  1899  Mr.  Ladd  was  united  in  marriage  with  Tilda  Hogan, 
who  was  born  in  Norway,  June  24,  1876,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Hilda  (Rude) 
Hogan.  Both  her  parents  are  now  deceased.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ladd  have  been 
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born  seven  children  of  whom  four  are  living,  the  record  being  as  follows: 
George  H.,  born  Sept.  26,  1900,  who  died  Nov.  18,  1913;  William  F.,  born  Jan.  13, 
1903;  Charles  H.,  born  Aug.  31,  1904;  Frederick  W.,  born  Jan.  5,  1909,  who  died 
April  10  the  same  year;  Helga,  born  Feb.  14,  1910,  who  died  Feb.  17,  1910,  and 
George,  born  Jan.  19,  1916. 

Halvor  O.  Juve,  a  respected  farmer  of  Section  31,  Stanley  Township,  has 
lived  in  this  county  for  over  36  years.  He  was  born  in  Norway,  March  14,  1848, 
the  son  of  Ole  and  Helga  Juve,  who,  in  1862,  left  their  native  land,  and  after  a 
long  and  dangerous  voyage  aboard  a  sailing  vessel  and  a  weary  trip  overland, 
reached  Dane  County,  this  state,  where  they  remained  for  a  while.  They  then 
moved  to  Juneau  County,  where  they  purchased  a  farm  on  which  they  spent 
their  remaining  years.  They  were  devout  members  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran 
Church  and  helped  to  organize  the  congregation  in  their  neighborhood.  Halvor 
was  the  fifth  of  a  family  of  ten  children.  He  started  school  while  in  Dane  Co., 
but  received  most  of  his  education  in  Juneau  County.  As  a  young  man  he  was 
employed  at  farm  work  and  on  railroads.  In  time  he  saved  enough  to  purchase 
120  acres  of  wild  land  in  Plymouth  Township,  Juneau  County,  on  which  he 
built  a  log  house  and  barn.  He  was  married  in  Juneau  County  Nov.  13,  1876, 
to  Martha  Everson,  who  was  born  in  Norway  Nov.  25,  1848,  and  came  to 
America  when  but  a  young  girl.  In  1884  he  sold  out  and  in  1886  moved  with 
his  family  to  Barron  County  and  bought  66  acres  of  land  in  Section  6,  West 
Maple  Grove  Township,  where  he  built  a  frame  house  16  by  24  feet.  He 
cleared  some  of  this  land  and  the  next  year  traded  it  for  240  acres  in  Section 
6,  East  Maple  Grove  Township.  This  land  was  partly  improved  and  a  log 
house  and  barn  had  been  erected.  After  a  few  years  he  sold  about  80  acres  of 
it  and  made  extensive  improvements  on  the  quarter  remaining.  He  erected 
a  frame  house,  the  main  part  of  which  is  16  by  24  feet  and  the  kitchen  12  by 
18  feet.  He  farmed  here  over  20  years.  In  1890  he  bought  40  acres  in  section 
31,  Stanley  Township,  and  in  1909  he  bought  80  acres  adjoining  the  40  acres, 
making  a  120-acre  farm.  Here,  on  Forest  View  Farm,  he  and  his  son,  Oscar, 
carry  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  His  cattle  are  of  the  Guernsey  breed. 
Mr.  Juve  has  been  highway  official  in  his  district  and  while  in  Juneau  County 
served  as  member  of  the  school  board.  The  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church  in 
Barron  has  found  in  him  a  loyal  and  faithful  contributor,  and  he  has  taken 
an  active  part  in  its  affairs.  He  is  a  good  citizen  in  every  way,  his  work  in  life 
has  met  with  success,  and  he  has  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all  who  know 
him.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Juve  have,  had  seven  children:  Henry,  Mary,  Helena  (de¬ 
ceased),  Isabelle,  Oscar,  Helena  and  Sarah.  Henry  farms  in  Maple  Grove  Town¬ 
ship.  He  married  Gena  Amundson.  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Gust  Hong  of  Wheeler, 
Dunn  County.  Isabelle  attended  the  public  schools  in  Barron  County,  in  the 
city  of  Barron,  and  at  St.  Paul.  She  graduated  from  a  Minneapolis  business 
college  and  is  a  stenographer.  Helena  attended  the  Barron  High  School,  the 
Superior  (Wis.)  Normal  School,  and  is  a  proficient  teacher.  Sarah  is  a  grad¬ 
uate  of  the  Barron  High  School  and  the  Wisconsin  Business  University  of 
La  Crosse,  Wis.  She  has  attended  the  Valley  City  and  Mayville  Normal  schools 
in  North  Dakota.  She  is  an  efficient  teacher  and  stenographer.  To  the  mem¬ 
ory  of  Mrs.  Martha  Juve,  wife  of  Halvor  O.  Juve,  who  shared  the  burdens  of 
pioneer  days  in  Barron  County,  worked  unceasingly  for  her  family,  her 
church  and  her  community,  and  who  died  at  her  home  in  Stanley  Township 
March  8,  1919,  this  article  is  faithfully  dedicated. 

Gerhard  Olson,  whose  farm  of  80  acres  lies  in  Section  32,  Maple  Plain 
Township,  is  a  man  who  has  achieved  success  and  a  respected  position  in  the 
community  through  well  directed  industry  and  perseverance  along  agricul¬ 
tural  lines.  He  was  born  in  Norway,  Aug.  7,  1870,  son  of  Ole  Carston  and 
Olena  (Jorgenson)  Carston.  The  father  is  still  residing  in  Norway,  the 
mother  being  deceased.  Gerhard  Olson  was  educated  in  his  native  land  and 
for  ten  years  thereafter  was  aligned  in  the  ranks  of  industry  as  a  sailor  and 
fisherman.  In  those  precarious  pursuits  he  earned  but  a  scanty  and  uncertain 
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living,  with  no  chance  of  acquiring  wealth  and  but  little  of  making  reasonable 
provision  for  old  age.  Seeing  no  opportunity  in  his  native  land  to  better  him¬ 
self,  he  resolved  to  seek  it  elsewhere,  and  hence,  in  1896,  stepped  on  board  a 
vessel  bound  for  New  York.  On  arriving  in  this  country  he  came  west  imme¬ 
diately  to  Cumberland,  Wis.,  and  soon  after  entered  the  employ  of  the  White 
River  Lumber  Co.  at  Mason,  Wis.  For  some  years  thereafter  he  was  engaged 
chiefly  in  the  lumber  and  logging  industry,  continuing  therein  in  order  to 
earn  the  necessary  capital  for  making  a  start  in  agriculture.  In  1901,  having 
saved  enough  money  for  the  purpose,  he  bought  80  acres  of  wild  land  in  Sec¬ 
tion  32,  Maple  Plain  Township,  a  tract  which  he  has  since  developed  into  a 
good  farm  by  clearing  40  acres  and  erecting  substantial  buildings.  He  fol¬ 
lows  general  farming  and  dairying,  keeping  grade  Guernsey  cattle,  the  herd 
including  a  pure  bred  sire,  and  his  operations,  conducted  on  a  practical  basis, 
have  brought  profitable  results.  Mr.  Olson  is  recognized  by  his  fellow  citizens 
as  a  man  of  honesty  and  capacity,  and  has  twice  been  elected  township 
treasurer.  For  the  last  seven  years  he  has  also  served  as  treasurer  of  the  school 
board  of  his  district.  He  was  married  in  Cumberland,  Wis.,  Aug.  10,  1896,  to 
Danilkel  Rassmussen,  who  was  born  in  Norway  Aug.  26,  1872,  daughter  of 
Rasmus  and  Ingeborg  (Nilsen)  Anderson.  Both  she  and  her  parents  are  now 
deceased,  her  death  having  taken  place  Nov.  26,  1919.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ger¬ 
hard  Olson  six  children  were  born:  Ray  I.,  Dec.  8,  1897;  Julius,  June  15, 
1902;  Olga,  Aug.  2,  1904;  Gena,  Sept.  18,  1906;  Bernard,  April  7,  1909,  and 
Inda,  Nov.  8,  1911.  All  are  living  except  Julius,  who  died  May  6,  1918,  in  his 
sixteenth  year. 

Lars  Olson,  who  owns  and  operates  a  good  farm  of  80  acres  in  Section  34, 
Maple  Plain  Township,  is  a  man  who  has  made  his  own  way  in  the  world  and 
gained  a  prosperous  independence  through  foresight  and  industry.  He  was 
born  in  Sweden  June  23,  1850,  and  there  spent  his  youth  and  early  manhood 
engaged  in  farm  work  and  other  common  labor.  In  1880  he  emigrated  to  the 
United  States,  landing  in  New  York,  whence  he  came  west  to  Wisconsin.  For 
eight  years  he  resided  in  Frontenac,  subsequent  to  which  he  was  employed 
for  some  time  by  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.,  and  for  a  time  by  the  Soo  Railway  Com¬ 
pany.  In  1890  he  came  to  Cumberland,  Barron  County,  where  at  first  he 
worked  on  wood  trains  loading  lumber.  The  following  year  saw  him  take  an 
important  step  in  advance,  as  he  then  began  an  independent  career  as  a  farmer 
by  purchasing  80  acres  of  wild  land  in  Section  34,  Maple  Plain  Township. 
During  the  thirty  years  that  have  since  elapsed  he  has  made  continual  im¬ 
provements  on  his  farm  and  has  cleared  forty  acres  of  the  land.  His  early 
buildings  were  constructed  of  logs  and  answered  the  purpose  for  a  number  of 
years;  but  in  1917  he  began  the  erection  of  a  set  of  modern  buildings,  in¬ 
cluding  a  barn  32  by  60  feet,  installed  with  the  James  equipment.  In  1918 
he  erected  a  modern  house  of  seven  rooms.  A  reliable  gas-lighting  system 
was  also  installed.  Mr.  Olson  is  engaged  in  mixed  farming,  giving  particular 
attention  to  dairying,  and  may  be  classed  among  the  successful  men  of  his 
township.  His  cattle  are  of  mixed  grade,  the  sire  of  the  herd  being  a  pure 
bred  Shorthorn.  In  1892  Mr.  Olson  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mary  Mattson, 
who  was  born  in  Sweden  April  11,  1869,  daughter  of  Matt  and  Hannah  (Peter¬ 
son)  Mattson.  The  family  circle  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Olson  has  been  enlarged  by 
the  birth  of  seven  children,  as  follows:  Emil,  Jan.  16,  1893;  Otto,  Sept.  25, 
1894;  Hjalmer,  Oct.  30,  1896;  Esther,  Nov.  28,  1898;  Lucille,  Sept.  18,  1901; 
Anna,  Sept.  28,  1904,  and  Clarence,  Nov.  29,  1906.  Religiously  the  Olson 
family  are  connected  with  the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church. 

Henry  Peterson,  proprietor  of  Daisy  Meadow  Farm  in  Section  31,  Maple 
Plain  Township,  and  who  for  a  number  of  years  has  been  one  of  the  leading 
citizens  and  public  officials  of  that  township,  was  born  in  Germany  March  31, 
1869,  son  of  Detlef  and  Mary  (Lang)  Peterson.  In  1886,  when  he  was  a  lad 
of  sixteen,  his  parents  came  with  their  family  to  America,  stopping  first  at 
Wabasha,  Minn.,  and  thence  going  on  to  Iowa,  in  which  state  they  remained 
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for  a  number  of  years,  or  until  Mrs.  Mary  Peterson’s  death,  which  occurred 
Feb.  10,  1897.  Soon  after  that  event,  and  in  the  same  year,  Detlef  Peterson 
came  with  the  surviving  members  of  his  family  to  Barron  County,  Wis.,  buy¬ 
ing  60  acres  of  wild  land  in  Section  30,  Maple  Plain  Township.  With  the  help 
of  his  sons  he  cleared  some  of  the  land  and  erected  a  set  of  buildings,  con¬ 
tinuing  his  improvements  until  his  death  Nov.  12,  1908.  The  children  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Detlef  Peterson  were:  Christina,  now  Mrs.  H.  L.  Frost  of  McKinley, 
Wis.;  Emil,  residing  in  Grant  County,  S.  D.;  John  of  McKinley,  Wis.;  Henry, 
subject  of  this  sketch;  Emma,  deceased,  and  Peter  H.  of  Merrill,  Wis.  Henry 
Peterson  acquired  his  education  in  his  native  land.  Until  1888  he  continued 
with  his  parents  for  whom  he  worked,  and  then,  cutting  loose  from  home  ties, 
went  to  St.  Paul  where  he  remained  for  a  year.  After  that  he  spent  two  years 
in  Chicago.  In  1897  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  bought  80  acres  in  Section 
30,  Maple  Plain  Township.  This  was  a  tract  of  wild  land  which  called  for  much 
strenuous  labor  before  it  could  be  regarded  as  a  farm.  In  the  14  years  which 
he  spent  on  the  place  Mr.  Peterson  effected  the  necessary  transformation,  hav¬ 
ing  by  the  end  of  that  period  cleared  40  acres  and  erected  buildings.  He  then 
sold  the  property  and  bought  80  acres  in  Section  31,  the  same  township,  on 
which  he  made  similar  improvements,  clearing  40  acres  of  the  land  and 
erecting  buildings.  This  is  his  present  farm,  where  he  is  engaged  in  mixed 
farming  and  dairying,  keeping  grade  Holstein  cattle,  with  a  pure  bred  sire. 
Through  well  directed  industry  he  has  prospered  and  is  now  a  substantial 
and  widely  known  citizen.  His  capacity  was  early  recognized  by  his  fellow 
citizens,  who,  in  1901,  elected  him  supervisor  of  Maple  Plain  and  Lakeland 
Townships,  in  which  office  he  served  one  year;  in  1910  he  again  became  a 
supervisor  of  Maple  Plain  Township,  and  served  two  years,  after  which  he 
was  assessor  four  years.  In  1915  he  was  chairman  of  the  town  board.  In  ad¬ 
dition  to  the  above  mentioned  offices  Mr.  Peterson  served  17  years  on  the 
school  board,  twelve  years  as  clerk  and  five  years  as  director  of  Joint  District 
No.  3  (Emerson  school).  He  was  also  road  superintendent  one  year.  Aside 
from  his  farming  interests  he  is  a  stockholder  in  the  McKinley  Telephone 
Company.  His  religious  affiliations  are  with  the  German  Lutheran  Church. 
Mr.  Peterson  was  married  Dec.  29,  1895,  to  Caroline  Wingefield,  who  was  born 
in  Chicago  Jan.  13,  1875,  daughter  of  Conrad  and  Dora  (Holse)  Wingefield, 
the  parents  being  natives  of  Germany.  Her  mother  died  in  May,  1919.  The 
father  operates  a  paint  store  in  Chicago  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Winge¬ 
field  &  Holse.  They  had  seven  children:  George,  Caroline,  Conrad,  Philip, 
Anna,  Dora  and  Olga,  of  whom  George  and  Dora  are  now  deceased.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Henry  Peterson  seven  children  have  been  born,  of  whom  six  are 
living,  the  record  being  as  follows :  Anna,  born  Oct.  24,  1896,  now  Mrs. 
William  Williams  of  Comstock,  Wis.;  Ludwig,  born  July  17,  1899,  who  died 
Dec.  27,  1913;  Olga,  born  May  27,  1902;  Dora,  Dec.  7,  1904;  Henry,  Dec.  6, 
1909;  Caroline,  Sept.  9,  1912,  and  Ruth,  Sept.  12,  1916. 

Phillip  Henrich  Sr.,  a  pioneer  of  Section  2,  Stanley  Township,  was  born 
in  Rhine  Province,  Germany,  July  19,  1843,  second  of  the  four  children  of 
George  and  Elizabeth  (Fuchs)  Henrich.  The  other  children  were  John,  Cas- 
imer  and  Catherine,  of  whom  Casimer  was  the  only  one  to  come  to  the  United 
States.  Phillip  was  reared  in  his  native  land,  and  was  there  educated.  He 
came  to  the  United  States  in  1867  and  located  at  Watertown,  Dodge  County, 
Wis.  There  in  1869  he  was  married.  In  1871  he  went  to  Winnebago  County, 
near  Oshkosh,  with  his  bride,  and  there  secured  a  ride  by  team  to  Barron 
County, 'a  long,  rough  and  tiresome  trip.  Upon  reaching  this  county  he  located 
on  Section  2.  This  was  a  wild  tract  of  land  set  in  the  wilderness,  with  no 
roads  to  connect  it  with  the  outside  world.  He  cleared  a  small  tract  and 
erected  a  log  cabin  20  by  24  feet.  He  had  little  to  work  with  except  his  hands, 
and  no  money  to  purchase  necessities.  For  several  seasons  he  worked  in  the 
woods  for  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.,  leaving  his  wife  alone  in  the  log  cabin  among 
the  Indians.  Later  he  was  enabled  to  devote  more  of  his  time  to  clearing  the 
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land  and  developing  a  farm.  He  bought  a  yoke  of  oxen  from  Knapp,  Stout  & 
Co.,  and  a  cow  from  a  neighbor,  and  gradually  acquired  other  stock.  He  and 
his  wife  took  a  share  in  everything  that  tended  toward  the  .development 
of  the  community,  and  opened  their  small  home  for  services  of  the  German 
Evangelical  Church.  In  this  church  he  held  office  for  some  years.  He  also 
served  on  the  school  board.  Gradually  he  built  up  a  good  farm  and  erected 
suitable  buildings.  Mr.  Henrich  was  married  at  Watertown,  Wis.,  in  1869,  to 
Anna  Elizabeth  Elasser,  who  was  born  in  Germany  July  21,  1850,  and  died  in 
Stanley  Township  April  27,  1912.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven  children: 
Frank,  Christ,  Ferdinand,  Phillip  and  Anna,  who  are  living,  and  two  who 
died  in  infancy. 

Phillip  Henrich  Jr.,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Section  2,  Stanley  Township, 
was  born  on  the  place  where  he  still  resides,  March  5,  1879,  the  son  of  Phillip 
and  Anna  Elizabeth  (Elasser)  Henrich,  the  pioneers.  He  attended  district 
school  in  the  neighborhood  and  also  took  a  course  at  the  Des  Moines  Business 
College  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa.  For  several  years  thereafter  he  was  employed 
in  machine  work  in  West  Superior,  Wis.,  and  Minneapolis,  Minn.  In  1912 
he  returned  to  the  home  place  and  here  he  has  since  remained.  He  success¬ 
fully  carries  on  general  farming  and  makes  a  specialty  of  a  good  grade  of 
Holstein  cattle.  He  has  continued  the  improvements  made  by  his  father,  and 
has  erected  a  milk  house,  machine  shed  and  other  buildings.  Like  his  par¬ 
ents  before  him  he  is  a  member  of  the  German  Evangelical  Church.  Mr. 
Henrich  was  married  at  Rice  Lake,  Sept.  25,  1906,  to  Ella  Schneider,  who  was 
born  at  Black  River  Falls,  Wis.,  Sept.  17,  1885,  the  daughter  of  David  and 
Matilda  Schneider.  Her  father  was  a  native  of  Wisconsin  and  her  mother  of 
Canada.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henrich  have  had  five  children:  Gladys,  Ruth, 
Marion,  Harvey  and  one  who  died  in  infancy.  Gladys  is  attending  school  at 
Janesville.  The  others  are  residing  at  home. 

Hans  Howe,  who,  in  partnership  with  his  son,  John  0.  Howe,  is  engaged  in 
a  farming  and  dairying  business  in  Section  35,  Crystal  Lake  Township,  under 
the  style  of  Hans  Howe  &  Son,  was  born  in  Norway,  March  11,  1849.  The  first 
25  years  of  his  life  were  spent  in  his  native  land,  where,  after  arriving  at  man¬ 
hood,  he  followed  various  occupations,  doing  farm  labor,  engaging  in  the  fish¬ 
ing  industry,  and  in  winter  working  in  the  pineries.  In  1874,  with  the  view 
of  bettering  his  condition,  he  came  to  America,  landing  at  New  York,  whence 
he  came  at  once  to  Woodstock,  Ill.  There  he  stayed  five  years,  engaged  in  farm 
labor.  In  1880  he  came  to  Cumberland,  Barron  County,  Wis.,  and  entered  the 
employ  of  the  Mansfield  &  Lang  Lumber  Co.,  with  whom  he  remained  for  18 
months,  or  until  the  fall  of  1881.  Having  hitherto  worked  for  others,  Mr. 
Howe  now  took  a  step  in  advance  and  became  his  own  master  by  purchasing 
80  acres  of  wild  land  in  Section  35,  Crystal  Lake  Township,  on  which  he  en¬ 
gaged  in  agriculture.  Of  this  tract  he  cleared  and  improved  40  acres,  also 
erecting  a  complete  set  of  buildings.  The  barn,  which  was  constructed  in 
1910,  measures  36  by  80  feet  and  is  provided  with  the  James  equipment.  His 
cattle  are  of  the  Guernsey  breed,  the  herd  have  a  pure-bred  sire.  With  his  son, 
John,  he  is  doing  a  profitable  business  and  has  taken  rank  among  the  promi¬ 
nent  citizens  of  his  township,  which  he  has  helped  to  improve  by  the  building 
of  roads.  For  24  years  he  also  served  as  school  clerk  for  District  No.  4.  Re¬ 
ligiously  he  is  a  member-  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church.  Hans  Howe 
was  married  April  3,  1880,  to  Susannah  Foss,  who  was  born  in  Norway,  May 
2,  1857,  daughter  of  Ole  and  Anna  (Olson)  Soxison.  Both  her  parents  have 
since  passed  away.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howe  three  children  were  born :  John  O., 
April  21,  1881;  Ida,  May  2,  1883;  and  Helmer,  Sept.  27,  1885.  John  O.,  as  al¬ 
ready  mentioned,  is  now  his  father’s  partner.  Ida  is  the  wife  of  Ben  Wall, 
of  Cumberland  Township,  and  Helmer  is  a  farmer  in  the  same  township. 

John  O.  Howe,  an  enterprising  and  prosperous  farmer  of  Crystal  Lake 
Township,  in  partnership  with  his  father,  Hans  Howe,  was  born  in  the  City 
of  Cumberland,  Barron  County,  Wis.,  April  21,  1881.  He  acquired  the  elements 
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of  knowledge  in  the  district  school  and  subsequently  took  a  short  course  in  the 
agricultural  college  at  Madison,  Wis.,  being  graduated  there  in  1909.  Since 
that  time  he-  has  been  associated  with  his  father  in  the  management  of  their 
farm  of  80  acres  in  Section  35,  Crystal  Lake  Township,  doing  mixed  farming 
and  dairying.  He  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Comstock  Creamery  and  has 
served  three  years  as  township  assessor.  On  June  19,  1909,  Mr.  Howe  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Anna  Olson,  who  was  born  in  Woodville,  Wis.,  Sept. 
22,  1880,  daughter  of  Christ  and  Anna  (Gundevalson)  Olson.  Her  parents 
are  now  deceased.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Howe  is  a  member  of  Camp  No.  8254,  Mod¬ 
ern  Woodmen  of  America.  An  active  and  up-to-date  American  farmer,  he  is 
making  rapid  strides  on  the  road  to  prosperity. 

William  J.  Diers,  a  young  and  energetic  farmer  of  Crystal  Lake  Town¬ 
ship.  and  a  patriotic  American  who  offered  his  services  to  the  United  States 
in  the  late  war  and  took  such  part  therein  as  opportunity  afforded,  was  born 
in  Nebraska.  Feb.  22,  1891,  son  of  William  and  Marie  (Clauson)  Diers.  The 
parents,  natives  of  Germany,  came  to  America  in  1889,  settling  at  once  in 
Nebraska,  where  the  father  operated  a  farm  for  nine  years.  In  1898  the 
family  came  to  Barron  County,  and  for  two  years  thereafter  the  elder  Mr. 
Diers  operated  the  Frank  Hieser  farm  in  Almena  Township.  In  1900  he  bought 
80  acres  in  Section  16,  Crystal  Lake  Township,  of  which  tract  he  cleared  25 
acres,  also  erecting  a  set  of  buildings  and  improving  the  property  in  various 
ways  during  his  residence  of  two  years  thereon.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he 
sold  it  and  took  a  homestead  of  160  acres  in  Section  32,  the  same  township, 
which,  also,  he  improved,  clearing  35  acres  and  erecting  buildings.  This  place 
was  his  final  earthly  home,  as  he  died  there  Sept.  19,  1906.  He  had  become  a 
prominent  citizen  of  his  township  and  county  and  his  demise  was  greatly  re¬ 
gretted.  His  widow  subsequently  sold  the  farm  and  bought  another  of  133 
acres  in  the  same  township.  Their  family  numbered  eight  children:  Henry, 
a  resident  of  Chetek;  Dora,  now  Mrs.  Irvin  Line,  of  Cumberland,  Barron 
County;  Lena,  wife  of  William  Baird,  of  Aitkin,  Minn.;  William  J.,  subject  of 
this  sketch;  Fred,  a  farmer  in  Cumberland  Township;  Sophia,  wife  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Niemeier,  of  St.  James,  Minn.;  Anna,  who  resides  in  Montana;  and  Mary, 
of  St.  James,  Minn.  William  J.  Diers  was  educated  in  the  district  school  and 
at  an  early  age  was  initiated  into  farm  life  and  labor.  Having  worked  for  his 
father  until  the  latter’s  death,  he  then  took  charge  of  the  farm  for  his  mother, 
and  thus  operated  it  until  1919,  when  he  bought  it.  Since  then  he  has  been  the 
sole  proprietor  and,  in  general  farming  and  dairying,  is  doing  a  successful-bus¬ 
iness.  His  cattle  are  high  grade  Guernseys,  the  herd  having  a  pure-bred  sire. 
On  April  2,  1918,  Mr.  Diers  enlisted  in  the  United  States  service,  becoming  a 
member  of  the  48th  Coast  Artillery.  Having  received  training  at  Ft.  Casey, 
Wash,  he  was  transferred  to  Camp  Eustis,  Va.,  and  later  to  Camp  Stewart,  Va. 
On  Sept.  7,  1918,  he  sailed  for  Brest,  France,  in  which  country  he  remained 
six  months,  though  he  was  not  called  into  action.  On  March  13,  1919,  he  be¬ 
gan  his  return  journey  to  the  United  States,  where  he  arrived  safely  and  was 
discharged  at  Camp  Grant,  Rockford,  Ill.,  April  2,  1919. 

Ernest  L.  Tait,  proprietor  of  Wild  Wood  Farm  in  Crystal  Lake  Township, 
of  which  he  is  one  of  the  substantial  and  respected  citizens,  was  born  in  Pleas¬ 
ant  Grove  Township,  Olmsted  County,  Minn.,  April  15,  1872.  His  parents 
were  Joseph  and  Martha  (Rucker)  Tait,  the  father  a  native  of  England,  who 
came  to  the  United  States  in  1854,  first  settling  in  Illinois,  where  he  met  and 
married  Martha  Rucker.  In  the  early  sixties  he  and  his  family  came  to  Minne¬ 
sota,  which  state  was  then  but  thinly  settled,  and  that,  only  in  portions  near 
the  principal  streams.  They  had  hardly  time  to  establish  themselves  when 
the  Civil  War  broke  out  and  Joseph  Tait  became  a  soldier  in  the  Union  Army, 
being  a  member  of  Company  C,  Third  Minnesota  Regiment.  As  such  he  served 
until  the  end  of  the  war,  subsequently  making  his  home  in  Olmsted  County, 
Minn.,  until  1894.  In  that  year  he  retired  from  active  work  and  moved  to 
Spring  Valley,  Minn.,  where  he  died,  Feb.  20,  1901.  His  wife,  who  survived 
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him,  is  still  living  in  Spring  Valley,  though  now  well  advanced  in  years.  They 
had  three  children:  Ernest  L.,  subject  of  this  sketch;  Nellie,  who  is  deceased; 
and  Bernice,  who  lives  at  Spring  Valley.  Ernest  L.  Tait,  in  his  boyhood,  at¬ 
tended  school  in  Olmsted  County,  Minn.  He  subsequently  worked  for  his  par¬ 
ents  until  1893.  in  which  year  he  started  in  for  himself,  renting  a  farm  in  Fill¬ 
more  County,  Minn.  Later  he  bought  a  farm  in  the  same  locality  and  operated 
it  until  he  came  to  Barron  Cpunty,  Wis.,  in  1912.  His  first  investment  here  was 
the  purchase  of  40  acres  in  Section  28,  Crystal  Lake  Township.  Of  that  tract 
he  cleared  20  acres,  and  having  improved  the  buildings,  he  sold  it  in  1919.  In 
the  preceding  year,  however,  1918,  he  bought  his  present  farm  of  160  acres  in 
Section  21,  the  same  township.  Since  then  he  has  cleared  20  acres  and  im¬ 
proved  the  place  further  by  rebuilding  the  house  and  outbuildings,  so  that  he 
now  has  a  good  and  profitable  farm.  His  buildings  are  provided  with  an  ade¬ 
quate  gas-lighting  system  and  other  conveniences.  Mr.  Tait  is  profitably  en¬ 
gaged  in  mixed  farming  and  dairying,  his  cattle  being  pure-bred  Shorthorns. 
He  is  president  of  the  Farm  Bureau  in  Crystal  Lake  Township.  He  was  mar¬ 
ried  Oct.  17,  1894,  to  Nettie  B.  Lyman,  who  was  born  in  Moore  County,  Minn., 
February  6,  1872,  daughter  of  Abner  and  Ellen  (Green)  Lyman.  Their  union 
has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  eleven  children,  of  whom  ten  are  now  living, 
the  record  being  as  follows:  Homer  E.,  born  Jan.  31,  1896,  who  is  a  butter- 
maker  at  Stanley,  Wis.;  Eunice  M.,  born  May  5,  1897,  now  Mrs.  Leslie  Roy- 
craft,  of  Chippewa  Falls;  Harold,  born  Sept.  8,  1898;  Joseph,  born  July  4,  1900; 
Mildred  E..  born  Feb.  23,  1902,  who  is  in  the  employ  of  the  Bankers’  Life  In¬ 
surance  Co.  at  La  Crosse,  Wis.;  Myrna  E.,  born  Aug.  21,  1904;  Dorothy  M., 
born  May  25,  1906;  Donald,  born  Dec.  4,  1908;  Helen,  born  June  12,  1912; 
Lloyd  A.,  born  Sept.  3,  1914;  and  Walter,  born  Sept.  7,  1916,  who  died  March 
25.  1917. 

George  Hafele,  an  early  settler,  has  lived  on  his  present  place  in  Section 
3,  Stanley  Township,  for  nearly  forty  years,  and  has  watched  with  pride  the 
wonderful  development  of  this  part  of  the  state.  He  was  born  in  Germany,  and 
there  spent  the  first  half  of  his  life.  As  a  young  man.  he  married  Mrs.  Regina 
Berger,  and  this  union  was  blessed  with  six  children,  Rose,  George  John,  Leon¬ 
ard,  Lena  and  Ludwig  and  one  who  died,  unnamed,  in  infancy.  Lena  and  Lud¬ 
wig  are  also  deceased.  By  her  previous  marriage  to  John  Berger,  there  were 
four  children,  Jacob,  Barbara,  Kate  and  John.  The  family  came  to  America 
in  1882,  and  located  at  Rice  Lake,  where  Mr.  Hafele  secured  work  on  the  rail¬ 
road.  He  bought  40  acres  of  wild  land  in  Section  3,  and  erected  thereon  a 
small  frame  house  and  a  log  barn,  and  moved  the  family  onto  the  place  in 
the  spring  of  1883,  having  spent  the  winter  in  a  vacant  house  owned  by  Philip 
Henrich.  They  had  little  to  do  with,  no  horses,  and  few  tools,  and  were  still 
in  debt  for  the  fare  from  Germany.  For  several  winters  he  worked  in  logging 
camps  to  get  a  little  money,  spending  his  summers  in  the  development  of  the 
farm.  He  cleared  a  large  part  of  the  place,  on  which  he  still  resides,  and  de¬ 
veloped  into  a  prosperous  farmer.  Mrs.  Hafele  died  May  27,  1920. 

George  John  Hafele,  proprietor  of  the  Twin  Elm  Farm,  Section  3,  Stanley 
Township,  purchased  by  his  father  in  1882,  is  a  splendid  example  of  what  a 
man  with  energy  and  perseverance  can  accomplish  by  hard  work  and  self-sac¬ 
rifice  in  a  new  country.  He  was  born  in  Germany,  May  29,  1876,  son  of  George 
and  Regina  Hafele,  who  brought  him  to  this  country  in  1882.  He  was  reared 
on  his  present  farm,  and  attended  school  in  the  neighborhood.  Gradually  as 
he  grew  to  manhood  he  assumed  the  responsibilities  of  the  place.  Beginning 
with  his  father’s  buildings,  he  has  built  up  a  fine  set  of  farm  structures.  He 
added  to  and  completed  the  house,  he  built  a  stock  barn,  34  by  48  feet,  with  a 
14  by  24  “lean-to”,  a  grain  and  hay  barn,  24  by  60  feet,  and  a  silo,  12  by  28 
feet  as  well  as  other  sheds  and  buildings.  To  the  original  tract  he  has  added 
40  acres  adjoining  and  30  acres  in  another  section.  The  buildings  are  in  excel¬ 
lent  condition  and  repair,  and  are  equipped  with  many  modern  conveniences, 
including  an  acetylene  light  plant.  On  this  place  he  carries  on  general  farm- 
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ing,  and  makes  a  specialty  of  Holstein  cattle  and  Belgian  horses.  In  public 
life  he  has  done  his  duty  as  a  good  citizen  and  has  served  on  the  school  board. 
Mr.  Hafele  was  married  June  5,  1906,  at  his  bride’s  home,  in  Rice  Lake  Town¬ 
ship,  to  Martha  Lienstadt,  who  was  born  in  Germany  on  July  5,  1881,  the 
daughter  of  Carl  and  Wilhelmina  Lienstadt,  and  came  to  this  country  in  1892. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hafele  have  four  children:  Olga,  George,  Gladys  and  William. 
The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  German  Lutheran  CJiurch. 

William  Modersbach,  an  active  citizen  of  Crystal  Lake  Township,  where  he 
is  profitably  engaged  in  mixed  farming  and  stock  raising,  was  born  in  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.,  Sept.  28,  1872,  son  of  Leopold  and  Mollie  (Somflosky)  Modersbach.  The 
parents  were  natives  of  Russia,  who  came  to  America  in  1869,  and  who,  not 
long  after  arriving  here,  came  west  and  settled  at  Reed's  Landing,  Minn.  There 
they  made  their  home  until  1883,  in  which  year  they  came  with  their  family  to 
Barron  County.  Here  Leopold  Modersbach  opened  and  improved  three  differ¬ 
ent  farms,  continuing  actively  engaged  in  agricultural  operations  until  1919, 
when  he  retired.  For  several  years  he  served  as  road  superintendent.  He  is 
now  residing  in  Comstock,  Crystal  Lake  Township.  Of  the  seven  children 
born  to  him  and  his  wife,  Mollie,  two  are  now  living:  Anna,  wife  of  Fred 
Nelson,  and  William,  subject  of  this  sketch.  William  Modersbach  acquired  his 
education  in  the  district  school.  He  learned  agriculture  on  his  parents’  farm 
and  for  several  winters  followed  the  strenuous  occupation  of  lumberjack.  In 
1897  he  entered  the  employ  of  Thompson  &  Palmer,  merchants,  of  Turtle  Lake, 
in  whose  store  he  was  employed  for  three  years.  His  farm  of  120  acres  was 
purchased  in  two  different  lots,  80  acres  in  1898  and  the  other  40  acres  in  1901. 
It  lies  in  Section  29  and  when  purchased  by  him  consisted  of  wild  land.  Here 
in  1901  he  took  up  his  residence  and  began  the  work  of  improvement.  He  has 
cleared  55  acres  and  erected  a  set  of  buildings  and  his  operations  in  mixed 
farming  and  stock  raising  have  led  to  profitable  results.  His  cattle,  which  are 
bred  beef  stock,  are  pure-bred  Shorthorns.  He  has  been  road  superintendent 
for  several  years  and  has  served  as  township  clerk  for  one  year,  being  always 
ready  to  do  his  part  as  a  good  citizen.  Mr.  Modersbach  was  married  Oct.  29, 
1897,  to  Efhel  Logan,  who  was  born  in  Sauk  County,  Wis.,  April  5,  1870,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  William  H.  and  Margaret  (Hyland)  Logan.  Her  parents  are  now  de¬ 
ceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Modersbach  have  three  children:  Ruth  M.,  born  June 
27,  1900;  William  L.,  Oct.  28,  1904;  and  George  V.,  Feb.  22,  1906. 

Frank  Williams,  a  leading  representative  of  the  farming  and  dairying  in¬ 
dustries  in  Crystal  Lake  Township,  where  also  he  has  taken  an  active  part  in 
public  affairs,  was  born  in  Morristown,  Minn.,  March  28,  1869.  His  parents 
were  Joseph  and  Ada  (Hopkins)  Williams,  the  father  a  native  of  Ohio  and  the 
mother,  of  Illinois,  who  settled  in  Minnesota  in  the  late  fifties.  In  1884  they 
removed  to  Crystal  Lake  Township,  Barron  County,  Wis.,  buying  104  acres  of 
wild  land  in  Section  27.  Joseph  Williams  cleared  20  acres  of  this  tract  and 
also  erected  a  set  of  log  buildings.  He  became  one  of  the  prominent  citizens  of 
his  township,  which  was  then  included  with  three  others  in  Cumberland  Town¬ 
ship,  by  which  name  it  was  known,  serving  for  five  years  as  chairman  of  its 
board.  Here  he  resided  until  1901,  when  he  removed  to  Seattle,  Wash.,  his 
present  place  of  residence.  His  wife,  Mrs.  Ada  (Hopkins)  Williams,  passed 
away  April  24,  1920.  They  were  the  parents  of  six  children,  Florence,  Frank, 
Stella,  Alice,  William  and  Harriet,  of  whom  Stella  is  now  deceased.  Frank 
Williams  acquired  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  state,  Min¬ 
nesota.  When  old  enough  he  began  to  help  his  father  on  the  farm  and  thus 
gradually  acquired  a  practical  knowledge  of  all  branches  of  agricultural  work. 
Ambition  and  industry  have  done  the  rest  and  placed  him  among  the  pros¬ 
perous  farmers  of  his  township.  In  1901  he  bought  fifty  acres  of  the  home 
farm,  on  which  he  has  erected  a  set  of  modern  buildings.  His  barn,  measur¬ 
ing  34  by  60  feet,  is  furnished  with  the  West  Bend  equipment.  He  is  engaged 
in  mixed  farming,  keeping  a  number  of  dairy  cattle,  which  are  grade  animals 
of  the  Guernsey  breed,  the  herd  having  a  pure-bred  sire.  Mr.  Williams  was 
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the  first  manager  of  the  Comstock  Creamery,  serving  also  as  secretary  for  one 
year,  and  of  this  institution  he  is  still  a  stockholder.  His  public  service  in¬ 
cludes  two  years  as  chairman  of  the  township  board.  Cumberland  Lodge,  I.  0. 
0.  F.,  numbers  him  among  its  active  members.  He  has  never  married  but  his 
three  surviving  sisters  reside  on  the  farm  with  him,  looking  after  the  house¬ 
hold  duties  and  providing  a  congenial  home  atmosphere. 

Charles  A.  Bergstrom,  proprietor  of  a  good  farm  of  80  acres  in  Section  23, 
Crystal  Lake  Township,  is  a  type  of  that  class  of  foreign  born  citizens  whose 
advent  is  for  the  benefit  of  this  country.  He  was  born  in  Sweden,  March  27, 
1870,  son  of  Gustav  and  Louisa  (Jacobson)  Bergstrom.  The  father  is  no  longer 
living,  but  the  mother  still  resides  in  her  native  land.  Charles  A.  acquired  his 
education  in  Sweden,  where,  until  1890,  he  was  engaged  in  agricultural  pur¬ 
suits.  He  then  emigrated  to  America,  landing  at  Quebec,  whence  he  came 
directly  to  Wisconsin,  ending  his  journey  at  Comstock,  Barron  County.  Hav¬ 
ing  found  employment  in  the  Sprague  sawmills  in  Crystal  Lake  Township,  he 
remained  there  two  and  a  half  years,  practicing  economy  with  the  view  of  some 
day  becoming  his  own  master.  This  purpose  he  achieved  in  1894  when  he 
bought  of  Mr.  Sprague  his  present  farm  of  80  acres  in  Section  23,  Crystal  Lake 
Township,  which  he  at  once  proceeded  to  develop.  In  the  27  years  that  have 
since  elapsed  the  place  has  assumed  a  very  different  aspect,  the  result  of  his 
continued  exertions  in  the  direction  of  improvement.  Sixty  acres  of  the  land 
have  been  broken  and  a  good  set  of  buildings  erected.  Mixed  farming  and 
dairying  engross  Mr.  Bergstrom’s  attention  and  have  given  him  a  place  among 
the  prosperous  citizens  of  his  township.  His  cattle  are  of  the  Durham  and 
Shorthorn  breeds  and  includes  pure-bred  sires.  Mr.  Bergstrom  has  served 
several  years  as  a  member  of  the  school  board  of  District  No.  7.  Religiously, 
he  is  affiliated  with  the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church.  On  April  12,  1891,  he  was 
first  married  to  Ahna  Olson,  who  passed  away  twenty  years  later,  Oct.  12, 
1911.  The  issue  of  that  union  were  two  sons:  Arthur,  born  April  4,  1892, 
now  a  carpenter,  living  in  Cumberland,  Wis.,  and  Carl,  born  Aug.  10,  1893, 
who  operates  a  store  in  Comstock,  Wis.  Mr.  Bergstrom’s  second  marriage  was 
to  Mrs.  Amanda  Carlson,  whose  maiden  name  was  Amanda  Carlson.  Of  this 
union  three  children  have  been  born:  Elsie,  March  14,  1915;  Everett,  Sept.  20, 
1916;  and  Edwin,  Aug.  17,  1918.  Mrs.  Bergstrom  has  also  a  daughter  by  her 
first  husband,  namely,  Sigma  Carlson,  who  was  born  Aug.  5,  1900.  Mr.  Berg¬ 
strom  has  been  road  supervisor  since  1911,  and  has  supervised  the  building  of 
several  miles  of  roads  in  Crystal  Lake  Township,  as  well  as  keeping  the  roads 
in  good  condition. 

Samuel  B.  Bird,  the  present  assessor  of  Crystal  Lake  Township,  where  he 
is  engaged  in  general  farming  and  dairying,  was  born  in  Turner  County,  South 
Dakota,  July  18,  1875,  son  of  Samuel  and  Dinah  (Ewerts)  Bird.  The  father 
was  a  native  of  England,  while  the  mother  was  born  in  Germany.  They  came 
to  the  United  States  and  settled  in  Turner  County,  Dakota  (now  South  Dakota), 
in  1872,  where  they  resided  until  Samuel  Bird  (Sr.)  was  killed  in  1878.  They 
had  two  children:  Maggie,  now  Mrs.  Charles  Schugan,  and  Samuel  B.,  of 
Crystal  Lake  Township,  Barron  County.  Mrs.  Samuel  Bird,  who  subsequently 
married  John  Middendorf,  is  now  residing  at  Clayton,  Wis.  Samuel  B.  Bird 
received  his  schooling  in  the  city  of  Minneapolis.  He  began  industrial  life 
as  a  farm  laborer,  after  which  he  learned  the  carpenters’  trade  and  for  sixteen 
seasons  was  employed  in  sawmills  in  Minneapolis.  After  that  for  a  short  time 
he  operated  a  truck  farm  at  Robbinsdale,  Minn.  In  1917  he  bought  87  acres 
in  Section  19,  Crystal  Lake  Township,  Barron  County,  which  is  his  present 
farm.  Of  this  land  he  has  cleared  20  acres  and  is  about  to  erect  a  set  of  mod¬ 
ern  buildings.  He  is  engaged  in  mixed  farming  and  dairying,  keeping  Hol¬ 
stein  cattle,  with  a  pure-bred  sire  at  the  head  of  his  herd.  With  a  good  prac¬ 
tical  knowledge  of  the  various  branches  of  agriculture  and  endowed  with  the 
necessary  industry  and  ambition  to  advance  himself  in  the  world,  Mr.  Bird 
can  scarcely  fail  of  success.  He  occupies  a  respected  place  among  his  fellow 
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citizens  and  in  1921  was  elected  township  assessor.  His  religious  affiliations 
are  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  It  is  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  cen¬ 
tury  since  Mr.  Bird  renounced  the  state  of  bachelorhood  to  embrace  the  re¬ 
sponsibilities  of  domestic  life.  He  was  married  April  10,  1895,  to  Wilhelmina 
Duchene,  who  was  born  in  Muskegon,  Mich.,  May  17,  1874,  daughter  of  Frank 
and  Dinah  (Leonard)  Duchene.  Her  parents  are  now  residents  of  La  Crosse, 
Wis.  During  the  years  that  have  since  elapsed,  the  Bird  family  circle  has 
been  enlarged  by  the  birth  of  ten  children,  as  follows:  Robert  F.,  born  Janu¬ 
ary  28,  1896,  now  living  in  Hardy,  Arkansas ;  Clara,  born  May  18,  1898,  who  is 
the  wife  of  Boyd  F.  Hauser,  of  Minneapolis;  Irwin  R.,  born  Nov.  5,  1899,  who 
resides  in  Winnipeg,  Canada;  John  B.,  born  Dec.  15,  1900,  now  with  the  Kemp 
Ice  Cream  Co.,  of  Minneapolis;  Evelyn,  born  May  3,  1903,  who  died  Aug.  8, 
1910;  Daniel  E.,  born  June  13,  1907,  who  died  Sept.  13,  1916;  Wilbur  S.,  born 
Aug.  14,  1909;  Vivian,  born  March  3,  1913;  Warren,  born  Jan.  2,  1915;  and 
Marie,  born  May  20,  1917. 

George  W.  Ewen,  business  man  of  Mikana,  owner  and  operator  of  a 
threshing  outfit,  former  dealer  in  farm  implements  and  machinery,  and  for 
some  years  a  successful  farmer,  was  born  in  Bamsboro,  N.  J.  April  7,  1850, 
son  of  Edward  and  Elizabeth  (Sweeten)  Ewen,  both  of  whom  spent  the  span 
of  their  years  in  New  Jersey.  George  W.  received  a  common  school  educa¬ 
tion  in  his  native  state.  He  left  school  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  and  for  several 
years  thereafter  was  variously  employed  in  his  native  state,  in  Ohio,  and  in 
Indiana.  Late  in  1877  he  came  to  Wisconsin,  and  with  headquarters  at  Rice 
Lake,  worked  for  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.,  and  other  concerns  in  lumber  camps. 
From  1890  to  1895  he  logged  on  his  own  responsibility  as  a  contractor.  In  the 
meantime,  in  1882,  he  had  purchased  40  acres  of  hard  timber  land  in  Cedar 
Lake  Township.  From  time  to  time  he  purchased  additional  land  until  he 
owned  247  acres,  and  as  opportunity  presented  he  developed  a  farm.  Origin¬ 
ally  he  built  a  log  house  and  bams,  and  made  a  small  clearing.  In  1900  he 
erected  a  good  frame  bam.  In  1910,  after  having  still  further  improved  the 
place  and  developed  in  all  some  sixty  acres,  he  sold  out  and  moved  to  Mikana. 
Here  for  five  years  he  sold  farm  implements  and  machinery.  In  1915  he 
opened  a  refreshment  hall  where  he  has  pool  tables  and  sells  soft  drinks, 
cigars,  tobacco  and  smokers’  supplies.  Since  1900  he  has  owned  a  threshing 
outfit  which  he  operates  in  the  harvest  season.  He  owns  his  place  of  business 
and  three  additional  lots.  In  public  affairs  Mr.  Ewen  is  well  known,  having 
been  a  supervisor  of  Cedar  Lake  Township  eighteen  years,  ten  years  of  which 
he  was  chairman.  At  various  times  he  has  also  served  on  the  school  board. 
Mr.  Ewen  was  married  in  June,  1888,  to  Dorothy  Momson,  who  died  Dec.  2, 
1902.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ewen  had  six  children:  Edward,  Mary  J.,  John  G., 
George  R.,  Martha  and  Irene  C.,  all  born  in  Cedar  Lake  Township.  Edward 
was  born  March  16,  1889,  married  Helen  French,  and  lives  at  Yakima  Valley, 
Washington.  He  enlisted  in  Company  E,  Fourteenth  U.  S.  Infantry,  on  April 
17,  1917,  and  was  stationed  successively  at  Jefferson  Barracks,  Missouri; 
Camp  Lewis,  Washington;  Vancouver  Barracks,  Washington;  Fort  Wright, 
Washington;  Camp  Lewis,  Washington;  Camp  Dodge,  Iowa;  Camp  Grant, 
Illinois,  and  Camp  Custer,  Michigan.  He  was  discharged  in  April,  1919. 
Mary  J.  was  born  Nov.  3,  1890,  is  the  wife  of  Halver  Halverson  of  Cedar  Lake 
Township,  and  has  fivp  children:  Dorothy,  George,  Howard,  Orvil  and  Lloyd. 
John  G.  was  born  March  15,  1893.  He  was  inducted  into  the  United  States 
service  in  1918  and  was  sent  to  Camp  Grant,  Illinois,  and  was  there  dis¬ 
charged.  George  R.  was  born  June  22,  1896.  He  enlisted  in  the  United  States 
service  in  1918,  trained  at  Jefferson  Barracks,  Missouri,  and  Camp  Hum¬ 
phries,  Virginia,  and  was  equipped  for  overseas  service  at  Camp  Merritt, 
New  Jersey.  He  was  further  trained  at  the  engineers’  camp  in  France,  and 
was  in  the  Meuse-Argonne  drive  with  Company  E,  111th  Engineers  Regiment, 
being  in  action  for  27  days.  He  returned  to  the  United  States  with  his  unit 
and  was  discharged  at  Camp  Grant,  Illinois,  June  11,  1919.  Martha  was  born 
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Dec.  29,  1898,  married  Henry  J.  Estel,  and  has  one  son,  Joseph  W.  Irene  C. 
was  born  Nov.  14,  1902  and  is  at  home. 

Charles  E.  Wickens  has  been  a  well  known  resident  of  Doyle  Township 
for  some  twenty  years,  and  in  all  that  time  has  maintained  a  reputation  as  an 
estimable,  useful  and  industrious  citizen.  Upon  coming  here  from  Savannah, 
Ill.,  in  1902,  he  purchased  200  acres  in  Sections  2,  3  and  4,  Doyle  Township, 
renovated  the  house,  put  up  a  good  barn  and  outbuildings,  and  cleared  up  the 
land.  He  now  has  a  well  cultivated  place  and  everything  about  it,  buildings, 
fences,  stock,  land  and  equipment  all  speak  of  the  fidelity  with  which  he  has 
labored.  He  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  stock  raising,  and 
has  a  good  grade  of  cattle,  a  flock  of  fine  sheep,  and  a  drove  of  Duroc- Jersey 
swine.  He  sells  his  cream  to  the  Central  Cheese  and  Butter  Association  of 
Doyle  Township,  of  which  he  is  one  of  the  stockholders.  Mr.  Wickens  was 
born  at  Paw  Paw,  Van  Buren  County,  Michigan,  Nov.  27,  1870,  the  son  of 
George  and  Catherine  (Raridan)  Wickens,  natives  of  New  York  state,  both 
now  deceased.  When  his  parents  died  he  was  still  an  infant,  and  went  to  live 
with  his  uncle,  Richard  Drawley,  at  Lawton,  in  the  same  county.  He  attended 
the  common  schools  and  as  a  youth  took  up  railroad  work,  being  gradually 
promoted  foT  faithful  service  until  he  became  an  engineer.  He  worked  at  that 
trade  at  various  places  until  coming  to  Barron  County  in  1902.  Mr.  Wickens 
was  married  at  Amboy,  Ill.,  Oct.  9,  1894,  to  Bridget  McFadden,  who  was  born 
in  that  place  on  Oct.  17,  1877,  the  daughter  of  Neil  and  Rose  (McGuire) 
McFadden  of  Ireland,  the  father  being  a  native  of  Ireland  and  the  mother  of 
Pennsylvania.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wickens  have  five  children:  Cletus  M.,  who 
served  in  the  World  War,  was  born  April  26,  1897.  Kenneth  C.  was  born  Aug. 
4,  1904;  Katherine  B.  was  born  Aug.  3,  1907  and  died  June  21,  1909;  Gladys 
B.  was  born  Dec.  31, 1910;  Glen  was  born  Sept.  29,  1912  and  died  April  10,  1913. 
Cletus  M.  Wickens  was  inducted  into  the  United  States  service  as  a  volun¬ 
teer  Sept.  16,  1918,  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  was  sent  to  Governor's  Island. 
On  Oct.  6,  1918  he  embarked  for  France,  connected  with  the  prison  adminis¬ 
tration  department,  his  early  service  being  in  assembling  camps.  He  re¬ 
turned  to  the  United  States  in  January,  1920,  in  the  steamer  “George  Wash¬ 
ington”,  and  was  discharged  at  Hoboken,  N.  J.,  Jan.  30,  1920. 

Ole  Kringle,  now  deceased,  for  many  years  a  respected  and  substantial 
citizen  of  Doyle  Township,  and  later  a  resident  of  Mikana,  in  Cedar  Lake 
Township,  was  born  in  Norway,  Jan.  29,  1858,  son  of  Andrew  and  Gertrude 
(Nelson)  Krinkle,  natives  of  that  country,  who  brought  him  to  America  in 
1861  and  located  in  Dane  County,  this  state,  where  they  farmed  the  remainder 
of  their  lives.  Ole  was  reared  and  educated  in  Dunn  County  and  learned 
farming  from  his  father.  In  1881  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  bought 
100  acres  of  railroad  land  in  Doyle  Township.  To  this  he  later  added  80 
acres  more,  making  a  good  tract  of  180  acres.  He  erected  a  good  set  of 
buildings,  cleared  a  part  of  the  land  and  developed  a  good  farm.  There  he 
successfully  carried  on  general  agricultural  operations  until  1908.  Then  he 
sold  out  and  moved  to  Mikana.  There  he  conducted  a  livery  and  dray  line, 
and  operated  in  addition  a  truck  farm  of  eighteen  acres.  He  died  Feb.  12, 
1918.  He  was  a  good  citizen  and  well  liked  by  all  who  knew  him.  His  relig¬ 
ious  faith  was  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church.  Mr.  Kringle  was 
married  Oct.  12,  1892,  to  Maren  Sathra,  who  was  born  Sept.  6,  1868  in  Olm¬ 
sted  County,  Minn.,  daughter  of  Ole  and  Jaran  (Gulson)  Sathra,  natives  of 
Norway,  who  came  to  America  in  1861,  and  located  in  Olmsted  County,  Minn. 
They  left  Minnesota  in  1879  for  North  Dakota  where  they  successfully  farmed 
until  Mr.  Sathra’s  death  Nov.  16,  1910,  since  which  time  Mrs.  Sathra  has  lived 
in  North  Dakota.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kringle  were  the  parents  of  two  children. 
Alfred  C.  was  born  June  26,  1893  and  now  lives  in  Mikana.  Ellen  was  born 
July  14,  1895,  and  is  the  wife  of  Jack  Snyder  of  Mikana. 

Alfred  O.  Kringle,  licensed  guide  and  veteran  of  the  World  War,  was  born 
on  a  farm  in  Doyle  Township,  this  county,  June  26,  1893,  the  son  of  Ole  and 


j  by  Google 


796 


HISTORY  OF  BARRON  COUNTY 


Maren  (Sathra)  Kringle.  He  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native  township, 
and  was  brought  to  Mikana  at  the  age  of  fifteen.  As  a  youth  he  was  em¬ 
ployed  as  a  general  store  clerk  in  Mikana.  From  boyhood  days  he  has  been 
interested  in  out-door  life,  and  he  now  devotes  much  of  his  time  to  guiding 
fishing  and  hunting  parties  on  Cedar  Lake,  having  received  a  regular  license  in 
1918.  July  23,  1918  he  was  inducted  into  the  United  States  service  and 
trained  at  Camp  Grant  with  Company  M,  343rd  Inf.,  86th  Division.  He  was 
equipped  for  overseas  duty  at  Camp  Mills.  He  sailed  Sept.  14  and  landed  in 
South  Hampton,  England,  Sept.  22.  He  was  in  France  from  Oct.  19  to  April 
28,  1919,  and  from  there  went  to  Germany.  He  left  Germany  for  Brest  May 
23,  1919,  returned  to  the  States  June  10  and  was  discharged  from  Camp  Grant, 
Rockford,  Ill.,  June  21,  1919.  He  now  makes  his  home  with  his  mother  in 
Mikana. 

Lester  H.  Uren,  formerly  a  general  merchant  with  a  store  at  Mikana,  Cedar 
Lake  Township,  but  now  salesman  for  the  Pine  Tree  Milking  Machine  Co.  of 
Minneapolis,  was  born  June  2,  1889  at  Blanchardville,  Wis.,  son  of  Blakely 
and  Celia  (Paynter)  Uren,  who  are  now  farming  near  Angus,  Wis.  He  at¬ 
tended  the  graded  and  high  schools  of  his  native  place  and  in  1911  was  grad¬ 
uated  from  the  Barnes  Anatomy  School  at  Chicago,  Ill.  Subsequently  he 
worked  for  a  while  in  Chicago  and  then  returned  home.  Then  he  went  to 
Spooner,  in  this  state,  and  for  a  few  months  was  employed  in  charge  of  the 
undertaking  parlors  of  A.  D.  Burnett.  From  1912  to  1914  he  was  a  furniture 
dealer  and  funeral  director  at  Osceola,  this  state.  After  this,  for  a  short 
time,  he  had  a  similar  establishment  at  Postville,  Iowa.  In  1915  he  opened 
a  mercantile  business  at  Mikana  in  partnership  with  his  brother,  Warren, 
and  in  1918  became  sole  owner.  In  that  year  he  erected  a  frame  store  build¬ 
ing,  which  is  one  of  the  features  of  the  business  street  of  the  hamlet.  In 
addition  to  the  general  mercantile  business  he  took  the  agency  for  Barron 
County  for  the  Pine  Tree  Milking  Machine  Co.  of  Minneapolis.  To  the  sale  of 
this  machine  he  is  now  devoting  his  attention.  His  business  holdings  in¬ 
clude  stock  in  the  Mikana  Cheese  Co.  Mr.  Uren  is  a  good  business  man,  has 
built  up  a  good  trade,  and  stands  high  throughout  the  community.  Frater¬ 
nally  he  is  a  member  of  Osceola  Lodge,  No.  134  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  Mr.  Uren  was 
married  May  14,  1913  at  Osceola,  Wis.,  to  Ella  Ames,  daughter  of  E.  B.  and 
Christina  (Nelson)  Ames,  the  former  of  whom  died  in  1910,  and  the  latter 
of  whom  now  lives  in  Minneapolis.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Uren  have  two  children: 
Lester  Ames,  Oct.  13,  1914,  and  Dorris  Lucille,  Sept.  11,  1920. 

Herman  Thalke,  a  retired  farmer  living  in  Mikana,  was  born  in  Germany 
June  17,  1862,  the  son  of  Fredrick  and  Mary  (Malchow)  Thalke,  both  of  whom 
spent  the  span  of  their  years  in  that  country.  He  was  educated  in  his  native 
land  and  as  a  youth  learned  the  trade  of  stone  mason.  In  1880  he  came  to 
America,  landed  in  Baltimore,  and  came  from  there  directly  to  Floyd  County, 
Iowa.  From  there  a  short  time  later,  he  came  to  Dodge  County,  Wis  In 
1883  he  went  to  South  Dakota  and  took  a  homestead  of  160  acres  in  Town  115, 
Range  69,  Hand  County.  Ten  years  later  he  sold  and  located  at  Menasha  in 
Winnebago  County,  Wis.,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade  for  seven  years.  In 
1890  he  located  once  more  in  Dodge  County,  where  he  operated  rented  farms 
for  seven  years.  In  1907  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  bought  80  acres  in 
Section  4,  Doyle  Township.  He  cleared  twenty  acres  of  this  land  and  erected 
an  excellent  set  of  buildings  doing  all  the  mason  worlc  himself.  On  this  place 
he  conducted  general  farming  and  dairying.  In  1916  Mr.  Thalke  rented  the 
place  to  his  son,  William,  and  erected  a  pleasant  home  in  the  village  of  Mikana. 
In  addition  to  his  home  and  farm  his  holdings  include  stock  in  the  Mikana 
Creamery  and  the  Central  Cheese  and  Butter  Association.  While  in  Doyle 
Township  he  served  on  the  school  board.  In  1920  he  was  elected  one  of  the 
supervisors  of  Cedar  Lake  Township.  He  and  his  family  attend  the  German 
Lutheran  Church  of  Cedar  Lake  Township.  Mr.  Thalke  was  married  July  30, 
1883  to  Minnie  Otto,  who  was  born  Jan.  29,  1864  in  Germany,  the  daughter  of 
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Carl  and  Minnie  (Rhanke)  Otto,  both  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thalke 
have  three  children,  Frank,  William  and  Martha.  Frank  was  born  April  11, 
1884,  and  lives  at  Mikana.  William,  born  Sept.  10,  1898,  operates  the  home 
farm.  Martha  was  born  Sept.  10,  1898,  and  is  the  wife  of  Louis  Funk  of 
Mikana,  Wis. 

Gabriel  Kringle,  a  pioneer  of  Barron  County,  was  born  in  Norway,  and 
was  married  in  Wisconsin  to  Barbara  Huset.  They  had  both  come  to  this 
country  in  1861  with  their  respective  families  while  yet  in  their  ’teens.  They 
located  in  Dane  County,  and  in  1871  came  to  Barron  County,  taking  a  home¬ 
stead  of  160  acres  in  Section  36,  Maple  Grove  Township,  where  they  de¬ 
veloped  a  good  farm.  They  cleared  the  land,  put  up  a  set  of  buildings  and 
experienced  all  the  privations  of  pioneer  life.  Money  was  scarce,  neighbors 
were  few,  Indians  still  ranged  the  county  at  will.  But  by  perseverance  and 
thrift  these  good  people  forged  ahead  and  became  prominent  members  of  the 
community.  Mr.  Kringle  served  in  several  town  offices  such  as  clerk  and 
treasurer,  and  was  for  some  time  a  member  of  the  school  board.  He  and  his 
family  have  adhered  to  the  faith  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

George  G.  Kringle,  postmaster  at  Mikana,  manager  of  the  yard  of  the 
Independent  Lumber  Co.  at  Mikana,  and  owner  of  a  potato  warehouse  at 
Angus,  is  a  native  of  this  county  and  has  been  a  prominent  man  in  this  vicinity 
for  many  years.  In  public  life  he  has  been  clerk  and  treasurer  of  Cedar  Lake 
Township.  His  business  holdings  include  his  home  at  Mikana,  his  warehouse 
at  Angus,  stock  in  the  company  of  which  he  is  manager,  and  stock  in  the 
Mikana  Creamery  and  in  the  Central  Cheese  and  Butter  Association.  Fra¬ 
ternally  he  belongs  to  the  Masons  and  the  Modern  Brotherhood.  He  was 
born  in  Maple  Grove  Township,  this  county,  March  14,  1881,  son  of  Gabriel 
and  Barbara  (Huset)  Kringle.  In  his  native  township  he  received  his  edu¬ 
cation  and  was  reared  to  farm  pursuits,  remaining  with  his  parents  until 
1898.  Then  in  order  to  broaden  his  experience  he  went  to  Carrington,  N.  D., 
where  he  did  farm  labor  for  two  years.  In  1900  he  came  to  Barron  County 
and  was  employed  by  Knute  Espeseth,  at  Dallas,  Wis.,  for  a  year.  He  came 
to  Mikana  in  1901  and  opened  a  general  store.  This  he  successfully  operated 
for  thirteen  years,  winning  a  place  for  himself  as  a  leading  business  man 
and  active  citizen.  In  1914  he  sold  the  store  and  bought  120  acres  in  Section 
21,  Cedar  Lake  Township,  which  he  operated  for  a  short  time.  Then,  in  1916, 
he  opened  an  office  in  Mikana,  selling  land  and  insurance.  In  the  meantime, 
in  1908,  he  had  been  appointed  postmaster,  and  that  position  he  still  holds.  In 
1916  he  became  manager  of  the  Independent  Lumber  Co.  Mr.  Kringle  was 
married  March  7,  1905  to  Grace  Doears,  who  was  born  in  Wisconsin,  daughter 
of  John  and  Allie  (Wilkinson)  Doears,  natives  of  southern  Wisconsin,  the 
former  of  whom  is  now  deceased,  the  latter  still  living.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kringle 
had  two  children:  Valorise  and  Edward.  Valorise  was  born  Feb.  8,  1906,  and 
Edward  Aug.  24,  1910.  Both  are  doing  well  with  their  studies  in  the  public 
schools  of  Mikana.  Mrs.  Kringle  died  May  21,  1915.  She  was  a  kind  and 
loving  wife  and  mother  and  a  good  neighbor,  and  her  loss  was  sincerely 
mourned. 

Nels  Everson,  station  agent  at  Mikana,  is  an  excellent  railroad  man,  has 
the  confidence  of  the  company  which  employs  him  and  of  the  people  he  serves, 
and  is  in  good  favor  with  the  traveling  and  shipping  public.  He  was  born  in 
Norway,  Aug.  8,  1844,  son  of  Everson  and  Ellen  (Larson)  Everson,  who  spent 
the  span  of  their  years  in  Norway.  For  some  years  after  leaving  school  he 
worked  with  his  parents  and  then  became  a  farm  foreman.  In  1872  he  came 
to  America  and  found  his  way  to  Menomonie,  this  state,  where  he  entered  the 
employ  of  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  In  this  employ  he  remained  for  forty  years, 
working  in  various  places  in  northern  Wisconsin.  Mainly,  he  worked  in  the 
woods  winters  and  in  blacksmith  shops  summers,  but  he  was  also  an  all- 
around  handy  man,  and  there  are  few  positions  connected  with  lumbering 
operations  that  he  has  not  occupied.  He  also  farmed  for  many  years.  In  1912 
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he  took  up  his  home  in  Mikana,  and  was  made  janitor  of  the  public  school 
building.  Six  years  later  he  took  up  the  duties  of  his  present  position.  While 
he  has  been  too  busy  to  mingle  actively  in  public  affairs,  he  is  much  interested 
in  good  roads  and  from  1901  to  1912  was  road  commissioner  in  Cedar  Lake 
Township.  Mr.  Everson  was  married  Aug.  6,  1882,  in  Cedar  Lake  Township, 
this  county,  to  Nellie  Dale,  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Christina  (Tolle)  Dale. 
This  union  has  been  blessed  with  three  children,  William,  Alfred  and  James. 
William  was  born  May  20,  1883,  and  lives  at  Mikana.  He  married  Anna  Asmas- 
sen  and  has  three  children,  Jessie,  Morris  and  Nora.  Alfred  was  born  March 
4,  1887,  and  was  designated  for  United  States  service  but  did  not  pass  the 
examinations.  James  was  born  July  23,  1893.  He  served  in  France  with  the 
American  Expeditionary  Forces,  being  overseas  seven  months,  as  a  member 
of  Company  E,  309th  Infantry. 

Leander  Coates,  blacksmith  of  Mikana,  is  a  native  of  this  state,  born  in 
Sauk  County,  Feb.  22,  1863,  and  there  educated  and  reared  to  farm  pursuits. 
At  the  age  of  twenty  he  started  to  learn  the  blacksmith's  trade  in  Merrimack, 
in  his  native  county,  and  there  remained  for  several  years.  From  there  he 
went  to  Caledonia,  Wis.,  and  operated  a  shop  for  himself  for  three  years. 
Then,  after  another  interval  at  Merrimack,  he  opened  a  shop  at  Modena,  in 
Buffalo  County,  this  state.  In  1907  he  went  to  Birchwood,  this  state,  on  the 
line  between  Washburn  and  Sawyer  Counties,  and  conducted  a  shop  for 
thirteen  years.  In  1920  he  came  to  Mikana  and  opened  his  present  shop  in  a 
building  46  by  28  feet  and  fully  equipped  which  he  erected.  He  is  doing 
excellent  work  and  enjoys  a  wide  trade,  having  the  respect  and  confidence  of 
all  with  whom  he  has  business  relations.  Mr.  Coates  was  married  March  10, 
1886,  to  Nellie  Jones,  who  died  March  10,  1893,  leaving  one  son,  William,  who 
was  born  Oct.  21,  1886.  On  Nov.  21,  1894,  Mr.  Coates  married  Violetta  Noyes 
Powell,  widow  of  Frank  Powell.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  seven  chil¬ 
dren:  Reva,  born  March  9,  1896;  Leon,  born  June  24,  1897;  Harvey,  born 
Sept.  8,  1899;  Bessie  J.,  born  April  14,  1901;  Orva,  born  March  24,  1903; 
Effie,  born  Nov.  18,  1907,  and  Gordon,  born  Feb.  6,  1909.  By  her  marriage 
to  Mr.  Powell,  Mrs.  Coates  has  two  children :  Harley  E.,  born  April  11,  1886, 
and  Beatrice  A.,  born  Nov.  9,  1890. 

William  F.  Sanford,  early  settler,  proprietor  of  the  sightly  and  fertile 
Lonesome  Pine  Farm,  section  8,  Vance  Creek  Township,  was  born  at  McHenry, 
in  McHenry  County,  Ill.,  May  16,  1853,  the  son  of  Elisha  and  Mary  (Harvey) 
Sanford,  the  former  of  New  England  stock  and  the  latter  of  Scotch  ancestry. 
In  the  family  were  six  other  children:  Elnora,  Mary,  Alice,  George,  John  and 
Charles.  The  father,  Elisha,  and  two  of  the  sons,  George  and  John,  were 
veterans  of  the  Civil  War.  Elisha  served  in  the  51st  Illinois  Volunteer  In¬ 
fantry.  George  served  in  the  18th  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry  two  years,  and 
then  enlisted  in  the  17th  Illinois  Cavalry.  John  served  two  years  in  the  95th 
Illinois  Infantry,  and  then  enlisted  in  the  17th  Illinois  Cavalry.  William  F. 
lost  his  mother  when  he  was  but  seven  years  of  age,  and  at  the  age  of  thirteen 
started  out  for  himself  by  working  on  neighboring  farms.  As  a  young  man 
he  came  west  and  on  July  3,  1872,  reached  Iowa.  He  did  farm  work  that 
summer  and  expected  to  get  into  the  mines  in  the  fall,  but  not  being  able  to 
find  employment  he  made  his  way  to  Pepin  County,  this  state,  where  he  secured 
work  in  connection  with  the  lumbering  operations  along  the  Chippewa.  He 
married  in  1875,  and  shortly  thereafter  took  a  trip  further  up  the  river  in 
search  of  a  location,  but  found  nothing  that  exactly  suited  him.  It  was  in  that 
year  that  his  brother,  John,  located  on  section  18,  Vance  Creek  Township, 
Barron  County.  In  the  fall  of  1876,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  went  to  Iowa  to 
work  for  his  uncle,  William  Farnsworth,  who  lived  near  Sheffield,  in  Franklin 
County.  A  little  later  he  purchased  a  farm  in  the  same  vicinity.  But  his 
first  wheat  crop  was  a  failure,  so  he  became  a  renter.  In  1882  he  came  to 
this  county,  and  in  August,  1883,  homesteaded  40  acres  of  his  present  place. 
In  December  of  that  year  he  put  up  a  log  cabin  on  his  brother  John’s  place 
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in  section  18.  Then  he  set  to  work  to  get  his  own  place  ready.  He  put  up  a 
comfortable  log  cabin  on  a  rise  of  land,  cleared  a  home  lot  around  it,  and  in 
May,  1884,  moved  into  it  with  his  wife  and  four  children:  Carrie,  John,  May 
and  Lizzie.  There  they  spent  many  happy  years.  The  times  were  hard,  it  is 
true,  there  were  many  hardships  and  privations,  toil  was  severe  and  of  the 
most  grilling  kind,  comforts  were  few,  luxuries  were  unknown,  and  even  the 
necessities  were  sometimes  lacking.  But  they  had  courage  and  strength  and 
ambition,  they  were  establishing  a  home,  and  their  hearthstone  was  a  place 
of  never  failing  good  cheer.  Travelers  often  stopped  there,  and  no  one  was 
ever  turned  from  the  door.  The  first  year  the  family  had  a  cow.  Some  three 
or  four  years  later  they  secured  a  yoke  of  steers,  which  they  broke  to  the 
harness.  The  trading  point  was  at  Clear  Lake,  over  the  line  in  Polk  County, 
and  Mr.  Sanford  often  walked  there,  bringing  supplies  home  on  his  back. 
While  getting  his  farm  in  condition,  he  continued  for  many  seasons  in  the 
employ  of  the  lumber  interests.  In  the  winter  he  worked  as  sawer,  swamper 
and  chain  tender  in  the  lumber  woods,  and  in  the  spring  he  tended  the  dam 
for  the  river  drives.  In  later  years  he  devoted  all  his  attention  to  the  farm. 
He  added  forty  more  acres  of  land,  buying  the  tract  from  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co. 
for  $235.  Gradually  he  cleared  up  and  developed  the  place.  In  1907  he  put 
up  the  fine  modern  home  which  is  now  the  family  residence,  and  which  was 
first  occupied  just  before  Christmas  of  that  year.  The  barn  is  commodious, 
the  other  buildings  are  adequate.  The  house  is  surrounded  with  trees  and  a 
lawn,  the  well  tilled  acres  are  suitably  fenced,  the  equipment  is  of  the  best, 
the  livestock  is  sleek  and  well  cared  for,  and  everything  about  the  place  be¬ 
speaks  the  thrift,  good  taste  and  public  spirit  of  the  owner.  Here  he  success¬ 
fully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying  on  a  profitable  scale.  He  has 
taken  an  interest  in  everything  that  has  pertained  to  the  growth,  progress 
and  betterment  of  the  community,  in  social,  civic,  religious,  educational  and 
business  affairs.  He  was  active  in  the  organization  of  the  United  Brethren 
Church  at  Reeve,  and  he  and  his  family  walked  four  miles  to  attend  the  first 
service.  He  circulated  the  petition  for  the  establishment  of  the  school  house 
in  the  neighborhood,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  served  on  the  school  board,  the 
latter  for  one  year.  He  served  consecutively  for  twenty-seven  years,  and  then 
after  an  interval,  four  years  more,  making  in  all  33  years.  The  first  school 
in  the  school  house  opened  in  the  fall  of  1887  with  Anna  Johnson  as  teacher, 
and  with  eight  pupils,  among  whom  were  four  of  the  Sanford  children.  Nearly 
all  the  teachers,  from  the  first,  have  boarded  at  the  Sanford  home.  In  after 
years  no  less  than  five  of  the  Sanford  children  became  teachers  themselves. 
Mr.  Sanford  early  saw  the  importance  of  the  establishment  of  a  creamery. 
Butter  of  varying  quality  was  then  being  made  by  the  farmers,  and  taken 
to  the  stores,  where  about  five  cents  a  pound  was  received  in  trade.  He  there¬ 
fore  interested  the  neighbors  in  the  establishment  of  the  Co-operative  Creamery 
at  Reeve,  of  which  he  was  made  president.  This  institution  is  now  merged  in 
the  Clear  Lake  Co-operative  Creamery.  In  township  affairs  Mr.  Sanford  has 
been  equally  prominent.  He  has  been  chairman  of  the  township,  and  as  such 
has  done  good  service  for  both  town  and  county.  He  has  also  served  on  the 
sideboard.  His  brother,  John,  was  the  first  clerk  of  the  township.  Mr.  San¬ 
ford  was  married  April  21,  1875,  at  Pepin,  Wis.,  to  Josephine  Carter,  who  was 
born  in  that  town,  April  23,  1860,  the  daughter  of  Ben  F.  and  Flavilla  (Cleuley) 
Carter,  natives  of  Maine,  and  early  settlers  of  Pepin  County.  This  union  has 
been  blessed  with  fifteen  children:  Carrie,  John,  Lizzie,  Mary,  James,  Clinton, 
George  B.,  Fred,  William,  Lucille,  Gladys,  Fern,  Lawrence,  Rosie  and  Josie. 
The  two  last  mentioned  are  twins.  John,  a  boy  of  unusual  promise,  and  of 
sturdy  and  endearing  qualities,  died  Jan.  14,  1895,  at  the  age  of  sixteen.  Mary 
grew  to  charming  womanhood  and  died  June  20,  1917,  at  the  age  of  34  years. 
Clinton  grew  to  manhood,  and  was  already  well  along  the  road  to  success 
when  he  died,  Jan.  18,  1919,  at  the  age  of  32  years.  George  B.  and  Lawrence 
are  overseas  veterans  of  the  World  War.  George  B.  enlisted  in  May,  1917, 
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at  Phillips,  Wis.,  in  the  Wisconsin  National  Guard.  In  November  the  same 
year  he  was  transferred  to  Camp  Douglas,  Wis.,  and  sworn  into  the  United 
States  service.  In  the  same  month  he  went  to  Camp  McArthur,  Texas,  and 
served  there  as  a  mechanic  until  February,  1918,  when  he  was  transferred 
to  the  military  police.  In  March  he  went  to  Camp  Merritt,  New  Jersey,  and 
in  April  went  overseas,  arriving  in  France  in  May,  1918.  He  served  with  the 
32nd  Division  in  the  battle  of  the  Marne,  and  from  then  until  his  departure 
from  France  served  as  military  police.  He  sailed  from  Havre  in  April,  1919, 
and  was  discharged  at  Camp  Grant  in  May,  1919.  Lawrence  enlisted  at  Mar¬ 
shalltown,  Iowa,  Jan.  14,  1918,  for  Coast  Artillery  service.  He  was  sworn  in 
at  Fort  Logan,  Colorado,  trained  there  one  month,  and  then  went  into  training 
at  Fort  Scott,  Presida,  California.  June  24,  1918,  he  arrived  at  Camp  Mills, 
New  York,  for  overseas  equipment.  He  sailed  on  a  French  mail  boat  June  29, 
1918,  and  arrived  in  France  July  10,  1918.  He  was  assigned  to  Truck  Co.  A, 
Army  Artillery  Park,  A.  E.  F.,  and  trained  at  Lamoges,  for  truck  and  motor¬ 
cycle  work.  He  started  for  the  front  Aug.  16,  1918,  with  motor  truck  and  10 
motorcycles,  and  on  Sept.  12  arrived  at  Domgermain,  Toul  Sector,  St.  Mihiel 
front.  Sept.  23,  1918,  he  was  transferred  to  the  Argonne  region,  where  he 
hauled  ammunition  to  the  front  until  November  11.  Nov.  29,  1918,  he  left  the 
Argonne  and  stayed  in  Southern  France  until  March  7,  1919,  when  he  was 
furloughed  for  ten  days,  during  which  time  he  visited  the  Pyrenees  Moun¬ 
tains  and  points  in  Spain.  He  sailed  for  the  States  April  19,  on  the  U.  S.  S. 
Camonicus,  and  arrived  in  New  York  harbor  May  2,  1919.  He  was  discharged 
at  Camp  Dodge,  Iowa,  May  16,  1919,  with  the  rank  of  corporal.  He  is  entitled 
to  wear  with  his  uniform  the  four  ribbons  signifying  the  four  citations  re¬ 
ceived  by  his  unit. 

Samuel  H.  Carsley,  Civil  War  veteran  and  one  of  the  notable  pioneers  of 
Barron  County,  where  he  is  still  living,  honored  and  respected,  was  born  in 
Harrison,  Cumberland  County,  Maine,  August  3,  1837.  His  schooling  was 
received  in  Pennsylvania,  to  which  state  he  went  at  quite  an  early  age.  Among 
his  first  industrial  occupations  was  that  of  tending  a  wire  ferry  on  the  Alle¬ 
gheny  River,  which  he  did  until  1866.  He  then  applied  himself  to  learn  the 
trade  of  millwright,  and  so  continued  for  two  years,  or  until  1867,  when  he 
came  west  to  St.  Croix  County,  Wisconsin.  There  he  established  the  first  saw¬ 
mill  in  the  county  and  was  subsequently  engaged  in  that  line  of  work  until 
1876,  with  the  exception  of  the  time  that  he  spent  in  the  army.  His  enlist¬ 
ment  took  place  in  Aug.,  1864,  when  he  became  a  member  of  Company  I,  38th 
Wisconsin  Regiment,  which  became  a  part  of  the  First  Division  of  the  Ninth 
Army  Corps.  With  that  organization  he  served  for  one  year,  being  an  orderly 
for  three  months  and  cook  for  the  rest  of  the  time.  He  was  honorably  dis¬ 
charged  at  Madison,  Wis.,  in  June,  1866.  In  October,  1876,  Mr.  Carsley  came 
to  Barron  County  and  took  a  homestead  of  167%  acres  in  section  28,  Crystal 
Lake  Township,  being  the  first  man  to  file  a  land  claim  in  the 
township.  This  tract  he  subsequently  developed  into  a  farm,  clearing 
sixty  acres.  His  first  buildings  were  log  structures,  which  he  replaced  as  he 
advanced  in  prosperity  by  better  ones  of  frame.  As  for  a  number  of  years  he 
could  make  little  from  his  farm,  he  cut  cord  wood  and  ties  in  winter,  confining 
his  clearing  operations  to  the  summer.  Among  the  various  enterprises  in 
which  he  engaged,  he  and  Theodore  Jacobson  took  a  contract  to  clear  80  rods 
of  the  right  of  way  for  the  railroad  that  now  runs  through  Comstock.  He 
also  constructed  roads  and  was  active  in  inducing  new  settlers  to  make  Barron 
County  their  home.  He  took  logging  contracts  for  different  lumber  companies 
and  handled  all  the  logs  from  sections  6,  6  and  8  in  Crystal  Lake  Township. 
In  those  early  days  provisions  were  obtained  for  the  most  part  from  Clayton, 
Wis.  Throughout  that  period  Mr.  Carsley  did  a  good  deal  of  hunting.  He 
has  killed  three  or  four  hundred  deer  in  his  time,  besides  many  bears.  He  was 
an  early  member  of  the  school  board  of  his  district,  on  which  he  served  many 
years  and  was  for  one  year  treasurer  of  the  township  board.  In  1896  his 
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health  having  begun  to  fail,  he  retired  from  active  life  and  has  since  followed 
the  light  occupation  of  bee  keeper.  He  has  sold  all  his  land  but  15  acres  and 
has  a  comfortable  home  on  the  banks  of  Crystal  Lake.  Mr.  Carsley  was  first 
married  June  24,  1860,  to  Harriett  E.  Babcock,  with  whom  he  lived  in  happy 
wedlock  for  nearly  15  years,  or  until  her  death  on  May  2,  1875.  By  her  he  had 
four  children:  Evelyn,  born  April  1,  1862,  now  Mrs.  William  Connor  of  Web¬ 
ster,  Wis.;  David  C.,  born  December  10,  1863,  who  is  a  farmer  in  Crystal  Lake 
Township;  Cora,  born  May  19,  1866,  who  is  the  wife  of  P.  H.  Finley,  of  Wash¬ 
burn  County,  and  Seth,  born  June  16,  1870,  who  met  an  accidental  death 
January  9,  1891.  Mr.  Carsley  married  secondly  Mary  E.  Babcock,  who  was 
born  July  23,  1850,  in  New  Hampshire,  daughter  of  George  W.  and  Sarah 
(Sprague)  Babcock,  she  being  a  sister  of  his  first  wife.  Of  this  union  four 
children  were  born:  Isabelle,  April  26,  1876,  who  resides  at  home  with  her 
parents;  Henry  H.,  born  November  13,  1882,  who  is  a  merchant  in  Comstock; 
Francelia,  born  April  15,  1885,  and  now  a  school  teacher;  and  Ernest,  born 
Nov.  8,  1888,  who  died  Sept.  21,  1896.  Mr.  Carsley,  as  a  pioneer  of  Barron 
County,  is  one  of  its  best  known  citizens  and  has  a  wide  circle  of  friends  and 
acquaintances.  He  has  seen  the  county  develop  from  a  wilderness  to  a  highly 
civilized  and  prosperous  division  of  the  state,  and  it  is  some  satisfaction  to 
him  to  know  that  he  had  a  worthy  part  in  this  happy  transformation. 

Claus  W.  Carlson,  an  energetic  and  useful  citizen  of  Crystal  Lake  Town¬ 
ship,  where  he  is  engaged  in  agriculture,  was  born  in  Sweden  Sept.  20,  1880, 
son  of  Carl  Gustofson  and  his  wife  Eva,  whose  maiden  name  was  Johnson. 
Both  parents  are  deceased,  the  mother  having  passed  away  in  1912,  and  the 
father  in  1882.  Claus  W.  was  educated  in  his  native  land,  where  he  remained 
until  1898.  Then  a  young  man  of  eighteen  years,  strong  and  ambitious,  he 
emigrated  to  the  United  States,  coming  directly  to  Comstock,  Barron  County, 
Wis.  For  six  years  thereafter  he  worked  for  others,  doing  farm  work  in  sum¬ 
mer  and  lumbering  in  winter.  During  this  period  he  saved  what  he  could 
of  his  earnings,  so  that  about  1904  he  found  himself  able  to  purchase  80  acres 
of  wild  land  in  section  35,  Crystal  Lake  Township,  on  which  he  made  a  start 
for  himself.  He  has  cleared  and  broken  40  acres  and  erected  all  the  buildings, 
including  a  barn  34  by  62  feet,  provided  with  the  James  equipment.  In  mixed 
farming  and  dairying  he  is  doing  a  successful  business,  keeping  Durham  and 
Shorthorn  cattle  with  pure  bred  sires  at  the  head  of  his  herd.  In  addition 
to  his  farming  interests  he  is  a  stockholder  in  and  director  of  the  Comstock 
Creamery,  and  treasurer  of  the  Comstock  Community  Club;  also  treasurer  of 
the  Comstock  Cow  Testing  Association  and  a  member  of  the  Farm  Bureau. 
For  five  years  he  has  been  clerk  of  District  No.  4  school  board.  His  industrial 
activity  and  intelligent  comprehension  of  local  needs  have  marked  him  out 
as  a  man  well  qualified  for  public  office,  and  in  1914,  therefore,  he  was  elected 
township  assessor,  in  1918  supervisor,  and  in  1919  chairman  of  the  town 
board,  in  all  of  whicl;  positions  he  rendered  good  service.  He  is  a  stockholder, 
director  and  secretary  of  the  Comstock  Co-operative  Mercantile  Company. 
Mr.  Carlson  gave  up  bachelor  life  on  March  29,  1903,  when  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Hulda  E.  Johnson,  who  was  born  in  Center  City,  Minn.,  Feb.  4, 
1885,  daughter  of  Frank  and  Eva  (Ryd)  Johnson,  natives  of  Sweden.  But  one 
of  her  parents  is  now  living,  the  mother  being  deceased.  The  father  resides 
at  Center  City,  Minn.  The  revolving  years  have  enlarged  Mr.  Carlson’s  house¬ 
hold  through  the  birth  of  five  children,  namely:  Marie  A.,  born  May  16,  1904; 
Edla  V.,  November  17,  1905;  Lilly  E.,  July  9,  1908;  Clara  V.,  May  8,  1912,  and 
Mildred  E.,  Sept.  12,  1914.  The  family  circle  is  a  happy  one  and  typical  of 
that  high  grade  of  citizenship  that  has  made  Barron  County  one  of  the  most 
prosperous  and  advanced  divisions  of  the  state. 

Filas  F.  Demars,  proprietor  of  a  farm  of  320  acres  in  section  6,  Crystal 
Lake  Township,  of  which  township  he  is  one  of  the  prominent  and  substantial 
citizens,  was  born  in  Lowell,  Mass.,  Nov.  7,  1866,  son  of  Salem  and  Margaret 
(French)  Demars.  The  parents  were  natives  of  Canada  who  settled  in  Lowell 
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when  they  first  came  to  the  United  States  in  1876.  There  Salem  Demars 
worked  at  his  trade  of  wagon  maker  for  sixteen  years.  At  the  end  of  that 
time  he  returned  to  Canada,  remained  there  four  years,  and  then  returning  to 
the  States,  settled  in  Union  County,  South  Dakota,  where  he  died  Aug.  6,  1911. 
His  wife  died  December  31,  1919.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven  children: 
Filas,  Hector,  Eugene,  Zelma,  Eva,  Anna  and  Alice.  Filas  F.  Demars  received 
his  schooling  in  Massachusetts  and  Canada.  After  beginning  industrial  life 
he  worked  for  his  parents  until  1889,  after  which  he  operated  a  farm  until 
1896.  Having  sold  the  farm  he  went  to  New  Castle,  Nebraska,  where  for  seven 
years  he  operated  a  ferry  boat  on  the  Missouri  River.  In  1903  he  came  to 
Barron  County,  Wis.,  and  bought  his  present  farm  of  320  acres  in  section  6, 
Crystal  Lake  Township,  of  which  he  has  since  cleared  75  acres.  Among  his 
other  improvements  may  be  mentioned  the  construction  of  a  machine  shed  and 
two  barns,  one  40  by  60  feet  and  the  other  36  by  60  feet.  The  place  is  installed 
with  a  good  gas  lighting  system.  Until  1920  Mr.  Demars  was  actively  engaged 
in  mixed  farming  and  dairying,  keeping  Durham  cattle.  He  is  a  stockholder 
in  the  Comstock  Creamery  and  a  member  of  the  Farm  Bureau.  Religiously 
he  is  a  Catholic.  On  Aug.  27,  1892,  Mr.  Demars  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Alice  Allard,  who  was  born  July  16,  1870,  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  daughter  of  Anton 
and  Celestine  (Manard)  Allard.  Both  her  parents  are  now  deceased.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Demars  eleven  children  have  been  born  and  nine  are  now  living, 
the  record  being  as  follows:  Permelia,  born  Sept.  10,  1893,  died  Aug.  27,  1904; 
Edward,  born  Oct.  4,  1895,  died  Feb.  11,  1910;  Leona,  born  Nov.  30,  1896,  now 
residing  in  Sioux  City,  Iowa;  Delia,  born  March  14,  1897;  Eva,  March  10,  1899, 
Sioux  City;  Leo,  Sept.  24,  1900;  Arthur,  June  23,  1902;  Ella,  March  6,  1904; 
Alice,  July  28,  1905;  Mary,  May  19,  1907,  and  Raymond,  April  23,  1910. 

Andrew  Dramdahl,  an  early  settler  in  Barron  County,  and  now  a  respected 
resident  of  Crystal  Lake  Township,  was  born  in  Norway  Nov.  22,  1858.  He 
attended  school  in  his  native  land  and  subsequently  became  a  common  laborer, 
being  thus  occupied  until  22  years  old.  Then,  resolved  to  seek  a  land  of  fuller 
opportunities,  he  came  in  1880  to  America,  landing  at  New  York  and  thence 
coming  west  to  Pierce  County,  Wis.  There  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Ols 
and  Lord  Lumber  Co.  and  for  three  years  worked  in  the  woods  and  in  saw¬ 
mills.  In  1883  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  bought  80  acres  of  wild  land  in 
section  36,  Crystal  Lake  Town,  later  adding  to  it  80  more.  He  was  not  yet 
ready,  however,  to  settle  on  his  land,  but  for  several  years  worked  for  the 
Beaver  Lake  Lumber  Co.  In  1889  he  began  the  development  of  his  farm,  a 
task  that  occupied  him  for  many  years,  but  which  he  effectually  accomplished, 
breaking  100  acres  and  himself  erecting  a  set  of  buildings.  Here  he  is  still 
engaged  in  mixed  farming  and  dairying,  keeping  Guernsey  cattle  with  a  full 
blooded  sire  at  the  head  of  his  herd.  .  He  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Comstock 
Co-operative  Creamery.  For  many  years  Mr.  Dramdahl  has  been  a  man  of  mark 
in  his  township  and  at  various  times  has  served  in  public  office.  As  early  as 
1888  he  was  elected  supervisor  of  Cumberland  Township,  when  it  included 
what  are  now  four  separate  townships,  and  served  three  years  in  that  office. 
Subsequently  he  was  supervisor  of  Crystal  Lake  Township  several  years  and 
chairman  of  the  board  six  years.  Also  for  twelve  years  he  has  been  treasurer 
of  the  school  board  of  Joint  District  No.  9,  including  Cumberland  and  Crystal 
Lake  townships.  In  these  public  positions  he  has  shown  good  business  capacity 
and  a  close  comprehension  of  the  needs  of  the  community  in  which  he  resides. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church  and  of  the  Cumberland 
Old  Settlers  Association.  Mr.  Dramdahl  was  married  at  Comstock  March 
29,  1885,  to  Caroline  Christopherson,  who  was  born  June  6,  1862,  in  Norway, 
and  who,  after  eleven  years  of  happy  wedded  life,  passed  away  June  27,  1896. 
She  was  the  mother  of  four  children:  Carl  H.,  born  July  16,  1886;  Anna,  born 
January  15,  1888,  who  died  in  May,  1889;  Ragnhild  A.,  born  Nov.  21,  1889, 
and  Alvin,  born  July  3,  1893.  Ragnhild  A.  was  married  May  20,  1913,  to 
Arthur  Bloom  and  they  make  their  home  with  Mr.  Dramdahl.  They  have  two 
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children:  Almena  K.,  born  March  15,  1914,  and  Annice  E.,  born  Dec.  22,  1916. 
Alvin  Dramdahl  was  drafted  into  the  United  States  service  Sept.  3,  1918,  be¬ 
coming  attached  to  the  medical  department.  He  was  sent  first  to  Camp  Green- 
leaf,  Ga.;  thence  transferred  to  Debarkation  Hospital  No.  52,  and  afterwards 
to  Richmond,  Va.  Later  he  was  transferred  to  General  Headquarters  No.  43, 
National  Soldiers’  Home,  at  Hampton  Roads.  He  was  discharged  at  Camp 
Grant,  Rockford,  Ill.,  October  23,  1919. 

Carl  E.  Overby,  assistant  cashier  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Rice  Lake, 
and  member  of  the  Hoppe-Overby  Orchestra,  was  born  in  Menomonie,  Wis., 
April  6,  1885,  son  of  Christian  and  Juliana  Overby,  who  brought  him  to  Rice 
Lake  when  he  was  two  years  old.  He  received  a  good  education  in  the  graded 
and  high  schools  of  Rice  Lake.  In  1903  he  entered  the  First  National  Bank 
as  clerk  and  bookkeeper,  and  is  therefore  now  the  oldest  bank  employee  in  point 
of  service  in  Rice  Lake.  With  this  institution  he  has  since  remained,  being 
promoted  to  second  assistant  cashier  in  1908,  and  to  his  present  position  in 
1914.  He  has  won  his  way  entirely  on  his  own  merits,  and  is  one  of  the  prom¬ 
ising  young  men  of  the  city.  His  business  holdings  include  stock  in  the  First 
National  Bank,  in  the  Barron  County  Telephone  Co.,  and  in  the  Rice  Lake 
and  Northeastern  Telephone  Co.  He  is  one  of  the  twelve  owners  of  the  Rice 
Lake  Dancing  Pavilion.  From  boyhood  he  has  been  actively  interested  in 
music  and  is  now  regarded  as  one  of  the  best  trap  drummers  in  the  county. 
His  services  are  greatly  in  demand,  and  his  work  on  the  drums,  bells  and 
xylophone  has  been  an  important  feature  in  the  success  of  the  Hoppe-Overby 
Orchestra.  Mr.  Overby  is  an  active  member  of  the  Rice  Lake  Commercial 
Club.  His  recreation  is  found  in  hunting  and  fishing  and  in  music.  He  is  well 
regarded  throughout  the  community.  His  efficiency,  his  integrity,  his  wide 
acquaintance,  his  accommodating  spirit,  and  his  genial  personality  are  im¬ 
portant  factors  in  the  upbuilding  of  the  bank,  and  being  yet  a  young  man,  his 
friends  predict  for  him  in  future  years  a  still  wider  success. 

Newell  W.  Bailey,  founder,  and  until  his  death,  president  of  the  Barron 
County  Bank,  the  oldest  bank  in  Barron  County,  was  born  in  Higganum,  Mid¬ 
dlesex  County,  Connecticut,  the  son  of  Alvin  and  Laura  (Neff)  Bailey,  of  old 
New  England  stock.  He  received  his  education  in  the  common  schools  and  the 
academy  at  his  native  place,  and  as  a  young  man  came  west  and  located  at 
Richland  Center,  Richland  County,  Wis.,  where  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business  with  his  brother,  Henry.  After  several  years  he  sold  out  there,  and 
devoted  considerable  time  to  traveling  about  the  Northwest,  studying  con¬ 
ditions  and  looking  for  a  desirable  business  location.  In  the  course  of  his 
travels  he  reached  Rice  Lake.  He  saw  the  future  possibilities  of  the  busy 
little  hamlet,  and  determined  to  locate  here.  He  became  a  resident  in  1880, 
and  at  once  began  to  acquire  real  estate  interests  throughout  the  county.  In 
1882  he  established  the  Barron  County  Bank  at  Rice  Lake,  the  first  bank  in  the 
county.  The  bank  continued  to  grow,  and  in  1903  was  incorporated.  Mr. 
Bailey  was  president,  his  wife  cashier,  and  A.  Pauline  Bernard  vice  president. 
In  1911  Mr.  Bailey  sold  a  part  of  his  interests,  but  remained  as  president  until 
Aug.  7,  1916.  In  the  meantime  Mr.  Bailey  had  continued  to  be  interested  in 
real  estate,  buying,  developing  and  selling.  At  one  time  he  had  six  well  im¬ 
proved  farms  and  over  3,000  acres  of  wild  land,  all  in  this  county.  He  was 
one  of  the  real  leaders  in  local  affairs,  not  only  as  a  financier  but  as  a  citizen, 
and  his  work  is  an  integral  part  of  the  history  of  the  whole  region.  A  thorough 
business  man,  he  was  genial  in  personality  and  was  held  in  the  highest  esteem 
as  a  man  of  probity  and  influence.  His  death,  Aug.  26,  1917,  was  sincerely 
mourned.  He  was  one  of  the  original  Masons  of  Rice  Lake,  and  attained  the 
Thirty-second  Degree.  At  one  time  he  was  a  member  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias.  He  donated  liberally  to  the  various  local  churches  and  to  other 
public  enterprises.  Mr.  Bailey  was  married  Dec.  20,  1883,  to  Anna  B.  Dutton, 
a  native  of  New  York  State.  Soon  after  their  marriage,  Mrs.  Bailey  entered 
the  bank  as  cashier,  and  so  remained  until  the  reorganization  of  the  institution 
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in  1911.  She  was  an  able  helpmate  in  all  her  husband’s  undertakings.  She 
was  active  in  neighborhood  affairs,  and  prominent  in  the  Eastern  Star.  Her 
death  June  24,  1912,  caused  wide  mourning.  July  14,  1915,  Mr.  Bailey  married 
A.  Pauline  Bernard,  who  was  born  in  Dodge  County,  Wis.,  Jan.  29,  1868,  the 
daughter  of  Anton  and  Mary  (Heimerle)  Bernard,  natives  of  Germany  who 
came  to  this  country  as  children  and  were  here  married.  Mr.  Bernard  settled 
in  Dodge  County  a  while,  and  later  moved  to  Chippewa  Falls.  In  1874  he  came 
to  this  county  and  bought  160  acres  in  Oak  Grove  Township,  where  he  farmed 
until  his  wife  died  Jan.  4,  1896.  Then  he  sold  the  farm.  In  1904  he  went  to 
Canada,  and  there  he  died  April  10,  1909.  Mrs.  Bailey,  then  Miss  Bernard, 
entered  the  Bank  of  Barron.  When  it  was  organized  as  a  state  bank  in  1903 
she  was  made  vice  president,  and  so  remained  until  the  reorganization  in 
1911.  She  is  one  of  the  esteemed  women  of  the  community  and  is  held  in 
high  regard. 

Henry  Halvorsen,  an  early  settler  of  Arland  Township,  and  one  of  the 
most  respected  of  the  older  residents  of  the  county,  now  living  retired  in 
Turtle  Lake,  was  born  in  Norway  Jan.  18,  1834,  the  son  of  Halvor  and  Christina 
Helgerson,  also  natives  of  that  country.  They  came  to  America  in  1875  and 
located  in  Prairie  Farm  Township,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their 
lives,  the  father  dying  at  the  remarkable  age  of  106  years  and  the  mother  at 
the  age  of  96  years.  Henry  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native  land,  and 
there  married  his  wife,  Caroline  Elingson.  He  came  to  America  in  1881  with 
his  oldest  son,  Hans,  and  lived  a  year  in  Meeker  County,  Minn.  In  1882  the 
two  came  to  Barron  County,  and  here  he  secured  a  farm  in  section  20,  Arland 
Township.  At  that  time  there  were  only  a  few  settlers  in  the  vicinity.  He 
cleared  the  land,  erected  suitable  buildings,  and  in  a  short  time  sent  to  Norway 
for  the  wife  and  the  other  members  of  the  family.  In  developing  the  farm,  the 
family  underwent  all  the  experiences  of  pioneer  life.  Most  of  the  provisions 
were  brought  from  Prairie  Farm  Village,  nine  miles  away,  on  foot.  In  time 
they  developed  a  good  place,  and  reaped  the  just  reward  of  their  hard  work. 
Mrs.  Halvorsen  died  in  1910.  Mr.  Halvorsen,  at  the  good  old  age  of  86  years, 
makes  his  home  with  his  son,  Hans,  of  Turtle  Lake.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Halvorsen 
had  eight  children,  four  boys  and  four  girls,  all  of  whom  are  now  living. 
Martha  is  the  wife  of  Simon  Eckern,  of  Iron  Mound,  Mich.  Hans  lives  in 
Turtle  Lake  Village.  Christ  is  in  Canada.  Alex  lives  in  Pennington  County, 
Minn.  Mary  is  the  widow  of  William  Powers,  and  lives  in  Canada.  Charles 
lives  in  Duluth.  Minnie  married  Henry  Jenkins,  of  Buffalo,  Minn.  Christina 
is  the  wife  of  James  Jenkins,  of  Anoka,  Minn. 

Hans  Halvorsen,  contractor  and  carpenter  of  Turtle  Lake,  was  born  in 
Norway  July  11,  1866,  the  son  of  Henry  and  Caroline  Halvorsen,  the  former 
of  whom  brought  him  to  America  in  1881,  settling  one  year  in  Meeker  County, 
Minn.,  and  then  in  this  county.  At  the  time  of  reaching  this  county,  young 
Hans  was  sixteen  years  of  age.  He  assisted  in  developing  the  home  farm,  and 
was  still  a  youth  when  he  went  to  Arland  Village  in  1901,  and  for  six  years 
conducted  a  mercantile  establishment  there.  In  1906  he  came  to  Turtle  Lake 
Village,  and  for  ten  years  operated  a  blacksmith  shop.  In  1916  he  engaged 
in  business  as  a  carpenter  and  contractor,  which  he  has  since  continued  to 
follow.  In  public  life  he  has  been  village  assessor  four  years  and  village 
trustee  eight  years,  and  is  in  every  way  doing  his  duty  as  a  good  citizen. 
Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  and  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 
Mr.  Halvorsen  was  married  in  Arland  Township,  Sept.  26,  1896,  to  Sina  M. 
Miller,  daughter  of  Peter  A.  and  Serena  Miller,  who  were  born  in  Norway  and 
settled  in  Arland  in  1883.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven  children.  Charles, 
Martin  and  Peter  are  all  farmers  in  Arland  Township.  Sina  M.  is  Mrs.  Hans 
Halvorsen.  Martha,  Peter  and  Anna  are  dead.  Mr.  Miller  died  Jan.  21,  1915, 
and  Mrs.  Miller  is  still  living  at  the  age  of  77  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Halvorsen 
have  four  children.  Harry  P.  is  a  store  clerk  in  Turtle  Lake.  Clarence  H.  is 
a  student  at  the  Wisconsin  State  Normal  School  at  Eau  Claire.  Stella  A.  and 
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Henry  S.  are  doing  well  with  their  studies  in  the  public  schools.  The  family 
faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Andrew  F.  Wright,  county  judge  of  Barron  County,  was  born  in  Franklin 
County,  Mo.,  Dec.  25,  1861,  son  of  Thomas  F.  and  Rachel  (Yokum)  Wright. 
The  father,  Thomas  F.  Wright,  was  a  native  of  England  and  in  early  manhood 
had  followed  the  sea  for  seven  years.  After  coming  to  the  United  States  he 
served  in  the  war  with  Mexico  and  returned  home  broken  in  health.  In  Illinois 
he  married  Rachel  Yokum,  a  native  of  that  state,  and  about  1849  they  settled 
in  Missouri,  where  Mr.  Wright  became  foreman  of  a  large  plantation.  In  the 
early  fifties,  leaving  his  family  in  Missouri,  he  came  to  Prairie  du  Chien,  Wis., 
looking  for  good  land  on  which  to  settle,  and  finally  took  a  farm  in  Columbia 
County,  situated  in  the  southwestern  part  opposite  the  village  of  Prairie  du 
Sac,  in  the  neighboring  county  of  Sauk.  To  that  place  he  brought  his  family 
about  1852.  He  died  in  1862.  His  wife  died  at  the  age  of  84  years  in  Buffalo, 
Mo.,  in  1903.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  of  whom  four  are  now 
living,  namely:  Charles  D.,  of  Leavenworth,  Kans.;  Sarah  M.,  now  Mrs.  Alfred 
Satterlee,  of  Columbia,  Mo.;  Benjamin  F.,  of  Ontario,  Calif.,  and  Andrew  F., 
of  Barron,  Wis.  Andrew  F.  Wright  acquired  his  education  in  various  places, 
first  attending  common  school  in  Madison,  Wis.,  and  in  Illinois.  After  that  he 
was  a  pupil  at  Hillsboro  Academy,  at  Hillsboro,  Ill.,  and  then  for  two  years 
at  Asbury  University  (now  Dupaw  University)  at  Asbury,  Ind.  On  Nov.  20, 
1877,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Helen  M.  Dewey,  daughter  of  Dunning 
and  Caroline  Dewey,  residents  of  Goodhue  County,  Minn.,  near  Red  Wing,  and 
he  and  his  wife  began  home  making  on  a  farm  in  Clinton  Township,  Barron 
County,  which  he  had  previously  homesteaded.  In  June,  1881,  he  removed  to 
Cumberland,  this  county,  where  he  resided  until  1888.  During  this  period  he 
began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  L.  H.  Mead  of  Shell  Lake,  Washburn 
County,  and  in  1888  he  went  to  Ashland,  where  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  the  following  year.  In  Ashland  he  practiced  his  profession  for  eleven  years. 
During  the  legislative  session  of  1899  he  served  as  assistant  sergeant-at-arms 
of  the  Senate.  In  the  same  year,  1899,  returned  to  Cumberland,  where  he 
served  as  city  clerk  and  became  municipal  judge,  holding  the  latter  position 
to  1917,  when  he  moved  with  his  family  to  Barron.  Previous  to  this  he  had  been 
appointed  to  fill  out  the  unexpired  term  of  the  previous  incumbent  of  the  office 
of  county  judge,  a  position  to  which  he  was  elected  for  the  full  term  of  six  years 
in  1919,  and  in  which  he  has  up  to  the  present  time  made  a  good  record.  Polit¬ 
ically  he  is  a  Republican.  He  belongs  to  Cumberland  Lodge,  No.  223,  F.  & 
A.  M.,  at  Cumberland,  Wis.,  in  which  he  has  passed  all  the  chairs,  and  is  a 
Knight  Templar,  belonging  to  the  Commandery  at  Spooner,  Wis.;  he  also  be¬ 
longs  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wright  have  been  the  parents 
of  six  children :  Addie,  Walter  Floyd,  Ernest  F.,  Millie  A.,  Fern,  and  one  who 
died  in  infancy.  Addie  died  Feb.  28,  1894,  and  Walter  Floyd  on  Jan.  21,  1912. 
Ernest  F.  is  now  a  contractor  and  builder  at  Cumberland.  Millie  A.,  who  is 
a  graduate  of  the  Superior  Normal  School,  is  now  teaching  in  the  public  school 
of  Wauzeka,  Wis.  Fern,  who  also  graduated  from  the  normal  school  at  Su¬ 
perior,  and  from  the  Rasmussen  Business  College  at  St.  Paul,  was  a  public 
school  teacher  five  years  and  is  now  register  in  probate  for  Barron  County. 
Mr.  Wright  and  his  family  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
of  Barron.  They  occupy  a  high  social  position  and  are  well  known  throughout 
the  county. 

Albert  Johnson,  a  well-known  contractor  and  builder  of  Barronnett,  to 
whose  skill  and  fidelity  most  of  the  houses  in  Barronnett  and  vicinity  bear 
testimony,  was  born  in  Sweden  June  1,  1859,  son  of  John  T.  and  Cornellia 
(Lundstrom)  Jacobson,  both  now  deceased.  He  received  his  early  education 
in  his  native  land  and  there  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade.  In  1880,  after 
attaining  his  majority,  he  came  to  America,  and  the  first  year,  to  accustom 
himself  to  the  country  and  the  language,  he  worked  on  a  railroad.  In  1881  he 
located  in  St.  Paul  as  a  carpenter.  Then  he  went  to  Burnett  County,  this 
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state,  in  1884,  and  remained  until  1900.  In  that  year  he  came  to  Barron  County 
and  bought  80  acres  in  section  9,  Lakeland  Township,  where  he  started  develop¬ 
ing  a  farm.  He  erected  a  fine  set  of  buildings  by  his  own  handiwork,  cleared 
forty  acres,  and  carried  on  general  farming.  This  tract  in  1912  he  traded 
for  eighty  acres  in  Barronnett  Village.  Here  he  likewise  erected  a  good  set 
of  buildings  and  cleared  and  stumped  seventy-five  acres.  In  1920  he  moved  to 
a  sightly  house  which  he  had  built  in  the  residence  center  of  the  village.  In 
the  meantime,  ever  since  he  first  came  to  the  county,  he  has  been  occupied  as 
a  contractor  and  builder.  He  is  well  thought  of  in  the  community,  and  has 
been  justice  of  the  peace  for  one  year  and  treasurer  of  the  school  board  for 
four  years.  His  holdings  include  stock  in  the  McKinley  Telephone  Co.,  and  in 
the  Barronnett  Co-operative  Creamery.  Mr.  Johnson  was  married  Oct.  21, 
1882,  to  Christina  Olson,  who  was  born  in  Sweden  April  5,  1857.  This  union 
has  been  blessed  with  nine  children.  Edward  E.  was  born  Aug.  7,  1883,  and 
is  now  in  Barronnett.  William  A.  was  born  June  6,  1885,  and  is  now  farming 
in  Washburn  County,  this  state.  Samuel  was  born  Oct.  21,  1887,  and  is  at 
home.  Rosabelle  was  born  Sept.  6,  1889,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Melvin 
Charleston.  Esther  was  born  Jan.  16,  1891,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Charles 
Wallace.  David  was  born  June  26,  1893,  and  lives  in  Barronnett.  Anton  D. 
was  born  Sept.  15,  1895,  and  operates  the  home  farm.  Gilbert,  born  Oct.  30, 
1899,  and  Carl  E.,  born  Dec.  24,  1902,  are  both  at  home.  The  family  faith  is 
that  of  the  Pentecostal  Mission  Church.  Mr.  Johnson  was  deacon  of  the 
Baptist  Church  for  12  years,  has  been  deacon  of  the  Pentecostal  Mission  since 
1912,  and  takes  active  part  in  all  church  work. 

Albert  J.  Hintz,  proprietor  of  a  business  place  in  Rice  Lake,  and  originator 
and  manufacturer  of  the  well-known  and  popular  High  Life  Nectar  and  Hintz 
Medicated  Sweat  Baths,  was  born  in  Sweden  Oct.  17,  1867,  son  of  Magnus  and 
Parnilla  (Carlson)  Hintz,  who  brought  him  to  America  in  1881,  located  on  a 
homestead  in  Otter  Tail  County,  Minn.,  cleared  the  land,  erected  log  buildings, 
later  replaced  them  with  frame  structures,  carried  on  farming  there  success¬ 
fully  for  many  years,  and  then  sold  out  and  moved  to  Battle  Lake,  Minn.,  the 
mother  dying  in  New  Jersey  in  1913,  and  the  father  in  Superior,  Wis.,  in  1919. 
Albert  J.  received  most  of  his  education  in  the  old  country,  and  after  coming 
to  this  country  as  a  youth  of  fourteen  assisted  his  parents  in  developing  their 
pioneer  farm  and  worked  at  various  labor.  In  1885  he  went  to  Superior,  Wis., 
where  he  engaged  in  the  grocery  and  meat  business  while  he  and  his  wife 
conducted  a  boarding  house.  In  1906  he  sold  out  and  came  to  this  county 
where  he  conducted  a  hotel  at  Barron  for  a  year.  He  came  to  Rice  Lake  in 
1907,  and  besides  conducting  a  hotel,  established  the  Hintz  Bottling  Works. 
In  1918  he  started  a  lunch  room  which  he  still  conducts,  selling  soft  drinks, 
tobacco,  confectionery  and  fruit  in  connection.  While  he  has  been  successful 
here,  he  made  one  venture  which  was  not  a  success.  In  the  course  of  his 
business  he  acquired  two  good  farms  in  this  county,  which  he  rented  on  a 
profitable  basis.  In  1916  he  traded  these  farms  for  a  bottling  plant  in  St. 
Paul,  where  he  planned  a  wider  market  for  his  excellent  product.  But  con¬ 
ditions  were  not  favorable,  and  within  a  year  he  had  lost  everything  he  had 
there.  Since  then  he  has  recouped  his  fortunes,  and  is  now  one  of  the  success¬ 
ful  men  of  Rice  Lake.  Mr.  Hintz  was  married  Feb.  11,  1898,  to  Mrs.  Olena 
H.  (Due)  Black,  widow  of  Joseph  Black.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hintz  have  two  chil¬ 
dren:  Hazel,  born  June  4,  1899;  and  Durina,  born  Nov.  4,  1901.  By  her  former 
marriage  Mrs.  Hintz  has  four  children:  Agnes  C.,  Alfred  C.  and  Louis  and 
George.  Agnes  was  born  May  29,  1885,  married  Albert  Bradson,  and  lives  in 
Haugen,  this  county.  Alfred  C.  was  born  Dec.  13,  1888.  Louis  married  Tillie 
M.  Schmidt.  They  have  two  children:  Leona  Jenette,  born  May  5,  1914;  and 
Merlyn,  born  June  8,  1920.  George  was  born  May  18,  1894. 

Alpheus  Keebaugh,  a  pioneer  of  Sumner  Township,  was  born  in  Ohio 
Dec.  31,  1851,  the  son  of  John  Keebaugh,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  who  in 
1867  brought  the  family  to  Columbia  County,  this  state,  where  the  children 


Digitized  by  boogie 


HISTORY  OF  BARRON  COUNTY 


807 


were  reared  to  adult  years.  Alpheus  Keebaugh  came  to  Barron  County  as  a 
young  man,  and  started  work  in  a  sawmill  at  the  old  village  of  Sumner.  In 
the  meantime  he  homesteaded  160  acres  of  wild  land  in  Chetek  Township,  but 
he  never  made  his  permanent  residence  there.  For  fifteen  years  he  farmed 
on  a  place  about  two  miles  south  of  Canton,  in  Sumner  Township.  Then  he 
came  to  Canton  and  here  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  died  Nov.  7, 
1916.  He  was  highly  respected  and  enjoyed  an  excellent  standing  in  the 
community.  Mr.  Keebaugh  was  married  July  3,  1876,  at  Sumner,  to  Hattie 
Locke,  who  was  born  in  Reedsburg,  Wis.,  on  March  21,  1860.  To  this  union 
were  born  five  children:  Clinton,  Nettie,  Oze,  Allen  and  Myrtle. 

Oze  Keebaugh,  who  is  successfully  farming  on  40  acres  of  land  on  the  out¬ 
skirts  of  Canton,  was  born  on  a  farm  in  Sumner  Township  July  6,  1883,  the 
son  of  Alpheus  and  Hattie  (Locke)  Keebaugh.  He  was  reared  on  the  farm, 
and  as  a  young  man  was  variously  employed  in  sawmill  and  other  work.  For 
a  while  he  operated  a  threshing  outfit  and  portable  saw  outfit.  In  1918  he 
purchased  his  present  place.  He  is  doing  well  with  his  farming  operations  and 
is  well  regarded  by  all  who  know  him.  His  fraternal  relations  are  with  the 
Modern  Woodmen. 

Joseph  B.  Stearns,  chairman  of  Sumner  Township,  and  a  well-to-do  farmer 
owning  220  acres  of  valuable  land  in  sections  19,  20  and  30,  was  born  in  a  sod 
house  on  the  homestead  of  his  father  in  York  County,  Nebraska,  Oct.  23,  1877, 
the  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Crockford)  Stearns,  natives  respectively  of 
Ohio  and  Michigan.  The  father  was  of  pioneer  blood  and  inclinations.  He 
left  his  native  state  as  a  young  man  and  worked  in  various  states  in  the 
Mississippi  Valley.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War  he  enlisted  in  the  First 
Iowa  Cavalry,  and  served  within  ten  days  of  four  years,  proving  his  worth  as 
a  patriotic  citizen  and  a  courageous  soldier.  After  living  for  many  years  in 
Nebraska  he  came  back  to  Iowa,  where  he  had  previously  lived,  and  settled 
in  Lucas  County,  where  both  still  make  their  home.  Joseph  B.  spent  his  early 
childhood  amid  pioneer  conditions  in  Nebraska  and  was  brought  to  Lucas 
County,  Iowa,  by  his  parents  in  1882.  He  was  reared  to  farm  pursuits  and  at 
the  age  of  seventeen  began  his  career  by  finding  employment  on  neighboring 
farms.  Later  for  a  dozen  years  or  so  he  was  a  renter  in  that  county.  In 
1914  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  purchased  260  acres,  forty  acres  of  which 
he  has  since  sold.  He  bought  the  land  for  $32  an  acre  and  it  is  now  believed 
to  be  worth  more  than  $100  an  acre,  and  during  the  high  prices  of  1920  went 
considerably  higher.  From  the  very  first,  Mr.  Stearns  has  taken  an  interest 
in  the  affairs  of  the  community,  and  his  ability,  his  worth  as  a  man  and  his 
qualities  of  leadership  were  at  once  recognized  by  his  new  neighbors  here. 
He  has  served  acceptably  on  the  school  board,  and  was  honored  with  his 
present  position  at  the  head  of  township  affairs  in  1920.  He  is  a  good  executive, 
he  has  sought  the  best  interests  of  the  town  in  public  affairs,  and  he  has  also 
proven  his  worth  in  his  duties  as  a  member  of  the  county  board.  He  is  a 
believer  in  everything  that  is  for  the  betterment  of  the  community.  Especially 
has  he  been  active  in  Farmers’  Institute  affairs,  and  has  done  much  in  behalf 
of  the  Institute  that  has  been  held  at  Canton  for  the  past  three  years.  He  is 
also  an  enthusiastic  supporter  of  community  effort  among  farmers.  He  is  also 
a  member  of  the  Canton  Shipping  Association.  His  fraternal  relations  are 
with  Lodge  No.  337,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Russell,  Iowa.  As  a  farmer  Mr.  Stearns 
believes  in  modern  methods.  His  place  is  much  larger  than  the  average,  but 
he  conducts  it  in  a  scientific  manner  that  simplifies  its  operation,  and  he  is 
already  well  along  the  road  of  success  and  prosperity.  Mr.  Stearns  was  mar¬ 
ried  in  Lucas  County,  Iowa,  to  Delta  Irvine,  who  was  born  in  Lucas  County, 
that  state,  May  18,  1882,  the  daughter  of  William  and  Margaret  (Smith)  Irvine, 
pioneers.  William  Irvine  was  born  in  County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  in  1861,  and 
came  to  this  country  as  a  young  man.  He  was  married  in  1868  to  Margaret 
Smith,  who  was  born  in  Ohio.  In  1862  he  enlisted  in  Co.  B,  18th  Wisconsin 
Volunteer  Infantry,  and  served  with  valor  in  that  organization  for  three  long 
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years.  Later  he  settled  in  Iowa,  where  he  died  Feb.  19,  1918,  at  the  good  old 
age  of  eighty  years,  one  month  and  twenty-one  days.  His  wife  is  still  living 
and  is  now  77  years  old.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stearns  have  had  seven  children:  Verlyn 
Lawrence,  Guy  Irvine,  Chester,  Hazel  Margaret,  Kenneth  Walter,  Erma  Eliza¬ 
beth  and  an  infant  who  died  unnamed.  Chester  died  in  October,  1918,  at  the 
age  of  twelve  years  and  some  months. 

Robert  McLellan,  for  many  years  a  resident  of  section  26,  Stanley  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  Nova  Scotia,  Canada,  and  was  there  reared  and  educated. 
As  a  young  man  he  became  a  coal  miner,  which  he  continued  for  several  years. 
He  married  Lovina  Rees,  who  was  born  in  Canada.  Eight  children  were  born 
in  Canada,  Charles,  Sarah,  Mark,  John,  Ann,  George,  Robert  and  David.  He 
brought  the  family  to  the  States  in  the  early  eighties  and  located  in  Chippewa 
County,  this  state,  where  he  worked  in  the  woods.  One  child  was  born  there, 
Alexander  by  name.  In  1886  he  brought  the  family  to  Barron  County,  and 
settled  on  land  in  section  26,  Stanley  Township,  where  he  built  up  a  good 
farm.  There,  four  more  children,  Isaac,  Grace,  Arthur  and  Hazel,  were  born. 
Mr.  McLellan  died  on  the  farm  at  the  age  of  77,  his  wife  at  the  age  of 
seventy-one. 

Charles  A.  McLellan,  a  respected  farmer  of  section  31,  Stanley  Township, 
and  for  many  years  connected  with  good  road  building  in  this  region,  was  born 
in  Canada  July  26,  1866,  the  son  of  Robert  and  Lovina  (Rees)  McLellan.  He 
came  with  his  parents  to  Chippewa  County,  this  state,  and  at  the  age  of 
fourteen  started  adding  to  the  family  income  by  working  in  the  woods.  In 
1885  he  came  to  Barron  County  with  his  parents,  and  for  some  years  spent 
his  summers  assisting  to  develop  the  farm  in  section  26,  Stanley  Township, 
while  working  in  the  lumber  woods  winters.  After  his  marriage  in  1891  he 
purchased  his  present  place  of  206  acres  in  section  31,  and  they  started  home¬ 
making  here.  A  little  had  been  cleared,  and  a  few  old  buildings  stood  on  the 
place.  To  the  development  and  cultivation  of  this  farm,  he  has  since  devoted 
most  of  his  attention.  He  now  has  a  good  set  of  buildings  and  a  well  culti¬ 
vated  farm,  and  has  been  successful  in  his  agricultural  operations.  In  con¬ 
nection  with  this  he  has  for  many  years  been  interested  in  road  work.  For 
eight  years  he  was  a  superintendent  of  state  road  operations  in  this  county, 
and  in  1920  he  was  road  master  for  Stanley  Township.  He  is  thoroughly 
familiar  with  this  work,  he  is  acquainted  with  the  road  problems  of  this  region, 
and  he  is  an  enthusiastic  supporter  of  the  cause  of  better  highways.  He  was 
married  Sept.  16,  1891,  to  Lillian  Gifford,  the  daughter  of  John  Gifford,  a 
Barron  County  pioneer.  She  died  in  October,  1908,  leaving  twelve  children: 
Lewis,  Harry,  Bessie,  Mattie,  Nina,  Eugene,  Harry,  Belle,  Inez,  Madge,  John  and 
one  that  died  in  infancy.  In  1913  Mr.  McLellan  married  Bertha  Hensel,  who 
was  born  in  Germany,  the  daughter  of  August  Hensel.  This  union  has  been 
blessed  with  one  son,  Robert.  Mr.  McLellan  is  a  member  of  Cameron  Lodge, 
No.  237,  I.  0.  O.  F.,  and  a  shareholder  in  the  Farmers’  Co-operative  Store  in 
Chetek. 

Lewis  H.  McLellan,  road  contractor,  living  on  section  31,  Sumner  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  this  township  on  the  farm  of  his  grandfather,  John  Gifford, 
Feb;  14,  1892,  the  son  of  Charles  A.  and  Lillian  (Gifford)  McLellan.  He  was 
reared  on  the  farm,  attended  the  public  schools,  and  early  became  interested 
in  road  work,  assisting  his  father  on  Barron  County  highways.  In  1913  he 
went  to  Idaho,  and  was  there  employed  in  road  work  for  two  years.  He 
returned  to  Barron  County  in  1916  and  continued  road  work  with  his  father. 
Then  for  one  season  he  operated  a  meat  wagon,  subsequently  resuming  road 
work.  In  1920  he  became  a  cement  contractor.  His  specialty  is  building  in 
road  culverts  and  bridges,  but  he  also  puts  floors  in  barns  and  does  other 
general  cement  work.  He  is  known  for  the  reliability  and  thoroughness  of 
his  work,  and  many  culverts  throughout  the  county  stand  to  his  credit.  Mr. 
McLellan  is  well  liked  by  all  who  know  him,  and  is  a  popular  member  of 
Barron  Lodge,  No.  38,  I.  0.  0.  F.  Mr.  McLellan  was  married  at  Boise,  Idaho, 
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Dec.  5,  1914,  to  Lois  Kellog,  who  was  bom  in  Kansas.  They  have  one  son, 
Edward,  bora  Oct.  16,  1917. 

.  John  Sullivan,  who  is  successfully  operating  a  farm  of  140  acres  in  section 
16,  Sumner  Township,  is  a  native  of  this  county,  born  in  Rice  Lake  City  May 
13,  1887,  the  son  of  James  and  Ella  (Wetzel)  Sullivan.  He  was  reared  on  a 
farm  in  Stanfold  Township,  this  county,  attended  the  rural  schools,  and  learned 
farming  from  his  father.  As  a  young  man  he  worked  six  winters  in  the  lumber 
woods.  He  remained  with  his  parents,  assisting  with  the  home  farm  until 
1916,  then  married,  and  since  then  has  rented  land  in  Stanley  Township;  also 
owning  land  in  Sumner  Township.  He  is  a  good  farmer  and  is  well  on  the  road 
to  success.  He  is  a  lover  of  good  stock  and  raises  grade  Guernsey  cattle, 
Hampshire  sheep  and  Leghorn  fowls.  In  1919  he  purchased  140  acres  of  im¬ 
proved  land  in  Sumner  Township,  east  of  Canton.  Mr.  Sullivan  was  married 
Nov.  18,  1916,  at  Rice  Lake,  to  Louisa  Klossner,  who  was  born  in  Switzerland 
in  May,  1893,  the  daughter  of  John  Jacob  and  Marie  (Wuefler)  Klossner,  who 
brought  her  to  the  United  States  in  1914  and  settled  in  Stanley  Township. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sullivan  have  two  bright  children:  Ralph,  born  June  23,  1917, 
and  Elaine,  born  Sept.  1,  1919.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Swedish 
Lutheran  Church  at  Rice  Lake. 

Harvey  Lowell,  who  experienced  pioneer  life  in  Illinois  and  Michigan,  and 
in  Sauk,  La  Crosse  and  Barron  counties,  in  this  state,  was  bora  in  New  York 
State,  of  an  old  American  family.  He  came  to  Illinois  as  a  young  man  and 
there  married  Sarah  Randolph,  who  was  born  in  that  state,  descended,  like 
himself,  from  a  long  list  of  sturdy  American  ancestry.  In  the  forties  he  moved 
to  a  farm  in  Jackson  County,  Michigan,  from  where,  in  the  fifties,  he  came  to 
Baraboo,  in  Sauk  County,  this  state.  His  next  location  was  in  La  Crosse 
County,  this  state.  Then  in  the  late  seventies  he  and  his  wife  came  to  Sumner 
Township,  this  county,  and  here  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  They 
were  most  worthy  and  God-fearing  people,  whose  chief  thought,  next  to  their 
duty  to  their  Creator  and  their  fellow-man,  was  the  welfare  of  their  children. 
Three  of  the  sons,  Eugene  Silas,  Charles  William  and  Nelson,  became  promi¬ 
nent  and  influential  men  in  Barron  County,  and  several  representatives  of  the 
family  make  the  county  their  permanent  home. 

Nelson  Lowell,  an  honored  and  respected  resident  of  Canton  who  has  had 
his  share  in  the  upbuilding  of  Barron  County,  first  came  to  this  region  over 
forty  years  ago,  and  has  watched  with  interest  its  growth  from  a  lumbering 
country  into  one  of  the  most  flourishing  dairy  counties  of  the  state.  In  his 
long  residence  here  he  has  always  stood  squarely  for  everything  that  he  has 
believed  to  be  right  and  just,  he  has  encouraged  the  younger  people  in  well 
doing,  and  he  is  now  reaping  the  reward  of  a  well  spent  life.  He  was  born  in 
Jackson  County,  Mich.,  Dec.  10,  1846,  the  son  of  Harvey  and  Sarah  (Randolph) 
Lowell.  He  first  came  to  Barron  County  in  the  eighties,  and  homesteaded  160 
acres  in  section  14,  Sumner  Township.  He  built  a  log  house,  cleared  part  of 
the  land  and  stayed  long  enough  to  secure  his  title.  Then  he  sold  his  rights 
and  went  to  Chippewa  County,  where  he  rented  a  farm  in  Cook’s  Valley.  Six 
years  later  he  came  back  to  this  county  and  bought  130  acres  in  section  19, 
Sumner  Township,  about  half  a  mile  south  of  Canton.  There  he  improved  and 
developed  a  good  farm.  He  was  a  real  leader  among  his  neighbors,  and  became 
well  known  in  this  part  of  the  county.  In  1913  he  sold  out  and  moved  to 
Canton,  where  he  is  now  living  a  retired  life  after  his  years  of  strenuous 
endeavor.  He  was  married  to  Helen  Eva  Wood,  who  was  bora  in  Indiana. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lowell  have  five  children :  Clarence,  Arthur,  Ernest,  Charles  and 
Fred.  The  two  last  mentioned  are  now  deceased. 

Arthur  Lowell,  an  industrious  farmer  of  section  19,  Sumner  Township, 
was  bora  at  Cook’s  Valley,  Chippewa  County,  Nov.  2,  1889,  the  son  of  Nelson 
and  Helen  Eva  (Wood)  Lowell,  who  brought  him  to  Sumner  Township  when 
he  was  a  baby.  He  was  reared  and  educated  here.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  he 
went  to  Birchwood,  on  the  boundary  line  between  Sawyer  and  Washburn 
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counties.  Three  years  later  he  came  back  and  remained  on  the  home  farm  until 
he  was  twenty-one.  Then  he  married  and  went  back  to  Birchwood.  There  he 
worked  in  the  mills  and  for  a  time  had  charge  of  the  barns  which  housed  the 
lumber  teams.  Subsequently  for  some  years  he  farmed  on  rented  places  near 
Canton,  and  in  between,  owned  40  acres  in  section  20.  In  1917  he  bought  his 
present  place  of  100  acres  in  section  19.  Here  he  has  made  general  improve¬ 
ments  and  here  he  has  since  carried  on  mixed  farming  and  dairying.  He 
believes  thoroughly  in  co-operative  effort  among  farmers,  and  holds  stock  in 
the  Farmers  Telephone  Co.  and  the  Farmers  Threshing  Machine  Co.,  all  of 
Canton.  Mr.  Lowell  was  married  Aug.  16,  1911,  in  Rusk  County,  Wis.,  to 
Mabel  Apker,  born  in  Rusk  County,  this  state,  daughter  of  Tunis  H.  and 
Harriet  Apker,  natives  of  Wisconsin.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  three 
children,  Ruth,  Clifford  and  Harvey. 

Eugene  Silas  Lowell,  Sumner  Township,  now  deceased,  was  a  man  of 
sturdy  character  who  stood  high  throughout  the  community,  and  his  death 
was  sincerely  mourned.  He  was  one  of  those  men  who  quietly  go  their  way 
in  life,  taking  their  deepest  interest  in  their  work  and  in  their  families,  and  go 
to  make  up  the  backbone  of  those  desirable  qualities  which  constitute  the 
best  elements  of  American  life.  He  was  a  hard  worker,  he  had  good  judgment, 
and  attained  a  well-earned  success.  He  was  born  in  Michigan  Jan.  1,  1853, 
the  son  of  Harvey  and  Sarah  (Randolph)  Lowell,  both  descendants  of  a  long 
line  of  good  American  ancestry.  Upon  coming  west  he  lived  for  a  while  in 
Wisconsin  and  then  went  to  Minnesota.  He  came  to  Barron  County  in  1876 
and  secured  a  tract  of  land  on  the  south  half  of  the  northeast  quarter  of 
section  14,  Sumner  Township,  and  the  west  half  of  the  southeast  quarter  of 
the  same  section.  This  was  all  wild  land.  He  built  a  log  cabin  and  moved 
into  it  with  his  wife.  He  had  an  ox  team  and  two  cows,  and  a  few  tools,  and 
thus  started  his  farming  operations.  He  gradually  cleared  and  improved  the 
land  and  erected  a  good  set  of  buildings.  One  of  the  Knapp  &  Stout  Co.’s  log¬ 
ging  camps  was  in  the  vicinity,  and  after  the  logging  operations  were  sus¬ 
pended  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lowell  became  the  custodians  of  the  property.  They  were 
real  pioneers  and  Mrs.  Lowell  was  the  first  white  woman  on  the  east  side  of 
Long  Lake.  The  nearest  neighbors  were  far  away.  A  journey  to  the  nearest 
stores  was  a  long  and  wearisome  one,  and  provisions  were  usually  brought  in 
afoot.  Wheat  was  carted  to  distant  mills  with  the  oxen  over  trails  and  tote 
roads,  often  amid  actual  dangers.  But  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lowell  were  then  young 
people,  they  were  sustained  by  the  hope  of  establishing  a  home  for  themselves 
and  posterity,  and  in  time  they  built  up  a  good  place.  After  eighteen  years’ 
residence  on  that  farm  they  sold  out  and  came  to  their  present  place  on  section 
7,  Sumner  Township.  Here  again  they  built  a  log  cabin,  started  to  clear  the 
land  and  develop  a  farm.  This  time  they  were  better  equipped  than  before, 
as  they  had  brought  many  of  their  possessions  from  their  former  farm.  Here, 
too,  in  time,  they  built  up  a  good  place.  After  a  long  and  useful  life  Mr. 
Lowell  died  Sept.  3,  1918.  His  wife  is  still  living  on  the  home  place.  Mr. 
Lowell  was  married  at  Winona,  Minn.,  April  22,  1875,  to  Amelia  Gorman,  born 
in  Racine  April  22,  1857,  daughter  of  Abraham  and  Sophia  (Martin)  Gorman, 
natives  of  Canada.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lowell  had  two  daughters,  Addie  May  and 
Della,  and  a  foster  son,  Percy. 

Percy  Lowell,  an  energetic  young  farmer  of  section  7,  Sumner  Township, 
was  born  Feb.  3,  1896,  and  was  reared  on  his  present  place  by  his  foster  par¬ 
ents,  Eugene  Silas  and  Amelia  (Gorman)  Lowell,  the  pioneers.  He  attended 
the  schools  of  the  neighborhood,  thoroughly  learned  farming,  and  gradually 
took  over  the  responsibility  of  the  home  place  which  he  now  operates.  He 
has  continued  the  improvements,  he  has  a  good  farm,  and  is  carrying  on  general 
farming  and  agriculture.  His  herd  is  of  good  Holstein  strain.  Mr.  Lowell  is 
well  liked  in  the  community,  has  already  got  a  good  start  in  life,  and  is  one 
of  the  leaders  among  the  younger  set  in  the  township. 

Peter  Larson,  an  early  settler,  was  born  in  Denmark  June  24,  1842,  son 
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of  Lars  and  Marie  Nelson,  who  spent  the  span  of  their  years  in  the  old  country. 
Peter  was  the  fifth  of  nine  children.  He  was  reared  and  educated  in  Den¬ 
mark  and  came  to  the  United  States  in  1869.  He  first  located  in  Iowa,  and 
thereafter  lived  in  Michigan,  Iowa,  Minnesota  and  Winsconsin.  In  1890  he 
came  to  Barron  County,  from  St.  Croix  County,  and  secured  a  farm  in  Chetek 
Township.  He  farmed  there  fifteen  years  and  then  took  up  his  home  with  his 
son,  Walter  B.,  in  Sumner  Township,  where  he  now  lives.  He  is  respected  by 
all  who  know  him,  and  deeply  beloved  by  his  family.  He  married  Lena  Nord¬ 
strom,  who  died  at  the  age  of  forty-two,  leaving  five  children:  Emma,  Bertha, 
Walter  B.,  Fred  and  Ben. 

Walter  B.  Larson,  an  industrious  farmer  of  section  32,  Sumner  Township, 
was  born  in  Deer  Park,  St.  Croix  County,  this  state,  July  4,  1886,  the  son  of 
Peter  and  Lena  (Nordstrom)  Larson.  He  attended  the  public  schools,  and 
at  the  age  of  eleven  started  out  for  himself  by  working  on  farms  for  the 
neighbors.  In  1906  he  secured  a  tract  of  60  acres  of  wild  land  in  section  32, 
Sumner  Township,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He  built  a  log  cabin  and 
started  clearing  the  land.  With  the  passing  of  the  years  he  has  developed  a 
good  farm,  has  erected  a  good  set  of  buildings,  and  has  acquired  suitable 
stock  and  equipment.  He  makes  a  specialty  of  raising  good  Holstein  cattle,  and 
in  addition  to  this  he  carries  on  general  farming.  He  is  a  thorough  believer 
in  co-operative  effort  among  farmers,  and  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers 
Co-operative  Store  at  Canton  and  at  Chetek.  Mr.  Larson  was  married  at 
Cameron  on  Oct.  22,  1912,  to  Ida  Wiese,  the  daughter  of  Gottfried  Wiese,  an 
early  settler.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Larson  have  had  four  children:  Bernard  Arthur, 
Wallace  Walter,  Ruby  Marie  and  Charles  Frederick. 

John  Pieper,  section  7,  Sumner  Township,  now  deceased,  was  a  splendid 
example  of  the  men,  who  after  marrying  and  acquiring  a  family  in  the  old 
country,  had  the  courage  to  start  out  from  their  friends  and  the  scenes  which 
they  had  loved  since  infancy,  and  seek  their  fortunes  in  a  new  land,  amid 
strangers,  and  under  strange  conditions.  He  developed  a  good  farm  here,  was 
a  good  friend,  a  generous  neighbor,  a  loving  father  and  faithful  husband, 
and  proved  himself  faithful  to  his  duty  in  every  walk  of  life.  He  was  born 
in  Germany,  on  a  farm,  Dec.  26,  1847,  the  son  of  John  and  Wilhelmina  Pieper. 
He  was  the  oldest  of  five  children,  the  others  being  August,  Herman,  William 
and  Caroline.  He  attended  the  government  schools,  worked  on  the  farm,  and 
did  other  general  labor.  He  was  married  in  Germany  Oct.  3,  1872,  to  Amelia 
Schmeling,  born  June  12,  1863,  the  daughter  of  Gotlieb  and  Wilhelmina 
Schmeling.  In  the  Schmeling  family  there  were  eight  children,  Charles,  Wil¬ 
liam,  Herman,  Julius,  Wilhelmina,  Amelia  and  Rica.  Of  these  Amelia  and 
Julius  were  the  only  ones  to  come  to  America.  After  their  marriage  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Pieper  established  their  home  in  Germany,  and  there  had  four  children, 
Anna,  Bertha,  Herman  and  Amelia.  But  they  were  not  satisfied  with  the 
opportunities  there  so  in  1881  they  set  out  for  America  and  came  to  Barron 
County,  where  Mr.  Pieper  entered  the  employ  of  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  He 
secured  80  acres  of  land  in  section  7,  Sumner  Township,  built  a  small  frame 
house  and  moved  his  family  there.  The  only  domestic  animal  they  had  at 
first  was  a  cow.  For  some  years  the  wife  was  left  alone  with  the  children 
on  the  farm,  while  he  continued  his  work  as  a  logger  to  get  a  little  money  for 
provisions.  The  country  was  still  wild.  Roads  were  little  more  than  trails. 
Provisions  were  brought  in  afoot.  Mrs.  Pieper  had  brought  three  spinning 
wheels  with  her,  and  she  spun  wool  and  knitted  socks,  mittens  and  jackets  for 
the  family.  Their  privations  and  hard  work  were  rewarded  in  time  and  they 
achieved  prosperity.  After  a  long  and  useful  life  Mr.  Pieper  died  Oct.  9, 
1906.  In  addition  to  the  children  already  mentioned,  he  had  three,  Ida,  Helen 
and  John,  born  in  this  country.  Since  his  death  the  mother  has  continued 
to  live  on  the  home  place,  which  is  operated  by  the  youngest  son,  John.  This 
son,  John  Pieper,  was  born  on  the  farm  Aug.  29,  1898.  He  was  reared  here, 
attended  schools  and  learned  farming  from  his  father.  He  has  continued  the 
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improvements  started  by  his  father  and  is  an  industrious  and  successful  young 
man.  He  stands  high  in  the  community  and  is  well  thought  of  by  all  who 
know  him. 

John  Quincy  Werts,  joint-owner  with  his  son  of  the  well-known  Moose 
Ear  Ranch  of  800  acres  in  Sumner  Township,  was  born  in  Ohio  June  2,  1865, 
oldest  of  the  ten  children  of  J.  J.  and  Esther  (Wymer)  Werts,  natives  of  Ohio, 
and  pioneers  of  Iowa.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  brought  to  Iowa  by  his 
parents  in  1864  and  was  reared  in  Lucas  County,  attending  the  public  schools 
and  learning  farming  from  his  father.  He  also  took  courses  at  Parsons’  Col¬ 
lege,  Fairfield,  Iowa.  With  this  preparation  he  taught  school  for  a  while. 
Then  for  many  a  long  year  he  was  a  leading  farmer  in  Benton  Township, 
Lucas  County,  farming  large  tracts  of  land  and  specializing  in  raising  beef 
and  dairy  cattle.  He  was  a  man  of  influence  and  weight,  and  served  in  nu¬ 
merous  offices  in  town  and  school  district.  After  winning  a  good  measure  of 
success  in  Iowa,  he  determined  to  try  his  fortunes  in  a  newer  country.  He  had 
heard  much  of  Barron  County,  and  accordingly  fixed  upon  this  region  as  a 
suitable  location  for  his  future  activities.  He  came  here  in  1913  and  pur¬ 
chased  a  tract  of  800  acres  in  sections  23  and  24.  This  is  now  one  of  the  best 
farms  in  this  county.  The  modern  home  is  equipped  with  comforts  and  con¬ 
veniences,  including  an  electric  light  plant.  In  addition  to  the  principal 
residence,  there  are  also  two  other  dwelling  houses  on  the  place.  There  are 
also  numerous  barns  and  outbuildings,  almost  a  village  in  themselves.  The 
equipment  in  the  way  of  machinery,  implements  and  tools  is  unusual,  and 
includes  facilities  for  cutting  and  finishing  lumber,  grinding  feed,  repairing 
and  sharpening,  and  general  carpenter  work.  About  600  acres  are  cleared 
and  under  cultivation,  and  the  remaining  three  hundred  acres  are  timber, 
stump,  brush  and  pasture  land.  Here,  the  general  farming,  dairying  and  stock 
raising  are  conducted  on  an  extensive  scale.  Mr.  Werts  is  at  the  head  of  all 
the  vast  activities  which  the  operation  of  this  farm  entail.  With  all  his  busy 
life,  however,  he  has  found  the  time  to  take  the  same  interest  in  Barron  County 
affairs  that  he  took  in  the  affairs  of  his  community  in  Iowa.  Since  coming 
here  he  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  town  board,  and  has  been  a  member 
of  various  delegations  and  committees.  He  favors  actively  every  move  which 
means  progress  for  the  county  and  township,  and  is  always  willing  to  give  of 
his  influence  and  personal  aid  to  every  cause  which  he  believes  to  be  for  the 
betterment  of  the  community.  He  is  an  excellent  type  of  the  modern  extensive 
farmer,  thoroughly  versed  in  agriculture  and  all  phases  of  its  development,  a 
good  judge  of  marketing  conditions,  a  keen  business  man,  and  possessed  of  a 
faculty  of  securing  the  best  of  results  from  the  men  whom  he  employs.  Mr. 
Werts  was  married  April  2, 1878,  in  Lucas  County,  Iowa,  to  Melvina  Davis,  who 
was  born  in  that  county  Nov.  15,  1855,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  Davis, 
who  were  respectively  natives  of  North  Carolina  and  Indiana.  This  union  was 
blessed  with  three  children,  Orval  G.,  Stella  and  Pearley.  Orval  G.  is  now  his 
father’s  partner.  Stella  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  Frank  Cowgill,  of  Nevada,  Iowa. 
Pearley,  who  married  Grover  Farber,  died  in  1915.  Mrs.  Melvina  Werts  died 
in  Lucas  County,  Iowa,  April  8,  1906,  at  the  age  of  fifty  years.  On  July  24, 
1907,  Mr.  Werts  was  married  at  Edenburg,  Penn.,  to  Mary  McCleland,  who 
was  born  in  Edinburg,  Va.,  on  Nov.  15,  1857,  the  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary 
McCleland,  of  Mt.  Jackson,  Penn. 

Orval  G.  Werts,  joint  owner  with  his  father  of  the  Moose  Ear  Ranch  in 
Sumner  Township,  was  born  at  Lucas  County,  Iowa,  Oct.  7,  1885,  the  son  of 
John  Quincy  and  Melvina  (Davis)  Werts.  He  received  an  excellent  education 
in  the  public  schools,  and  studied  agriculture  and  kindred  subjects  at  the 
Ames  Agricultural  College,  Ames,  Iowa.  After  his  marriage  he  continued 
farming  a  while  in  Iowa.  In  1911  he  went  to  Wyoming  and  farmed  in  Park 
County.  In  1914  he  joined  his  father  in  their  present  enterprise.  He  is  an 
energetic  man  of  more  than  usual  ability,  well  fitted  by  nature,  education, 
training  and  experience  to  cope  with  the  problems  arising  from  the  conduct 
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of  an  800  acre  ranch.  He  has  every  detail  of  the  extensive  activities  at  his 
Anger  tips,  he  has  proven  himself  of  unusually  sound  judgment,  and  has  well 
deserved  the  measure  of  success  which  has  already  been  his,  and  is  on  the 
highway  to  still  wider  prosperity  and  usefulness.  Mr.  Werts  was  married 
June  3,  1908,  in  Lucas  County,  Iowa,  to  Eva  Marie  Curtis,  who  was  born  in  that 
county  on  March  19,  1888,  the  daughter  of  William  and  Mary  Curtis,  natives 
of  Ohio.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Werts  have  three  sturdy  children,  Orval  Glen,  Jr., 
Mary  Melvina  and  Herbert  Aubrey. 

Jens  Johnson,  an  early  settler,  was  born  in  Norway,  and  was  there  reared 
and  educated.  He  married  there,  and  as  a  young  man,  with  his  wife  Johana, 
and  two  children,  Edward  and  Jacoba,  came  to  this  country  in  the  seventies 
and  located  in  Waupaca  County,  this  state.  From  there  they  came  to  Barron 
Coupty  and  located  on  a  homestead  of  160  acres  in  Stanley  Township.  They 
erected  a  log  house,  started  to  clear  the  land  and  began  farming  operations 
with  an  ox  team  and  a  cow.  Later  he  sold  that  farm  and  moved  to  a  tract  of 
86  acres  in  section  7,  Sumner  Township.  Some  of  this  land  had  been  cleared. 
No  buildings  had  been  erected.  Mr.  Johnson  put  up  a  log  cabin,  and  as  before, 
started  to  develop  a  farm  in  the  wilderness.  As  time  progressed  he  replaced 
his  log  cabin  with  a  good  set  of  buildings  and  developed  a  fertile  farm.  Mr. 
Johnson  was  deeply  interested  in  the  welfare  of  his  town  and  served  in  town 
and  school  office.  He  died  at  the  age  of  69  and  his  wife  at  the  age  of  74  years. 
In  addition  to  the  children  named  they  had  three  more,  Andrew,  born  in 
Waupaca  County,  and  Eliza  and  Clara,  born  in  Barron  County.  The  family 
faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Andrew  Johnson,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Section  7,  Sumner  Township,  was 
born  in  Scandinavia,  Waupaca  County,  this  state,  April  4,  1874,  son  of  Jens 
and  Johana  Johnson,  natives  of  Norway,  who  brought  him  first  to  Stanley 
Township,  this  county,  and  then  to  the  present  place.  As  a  young  man,  he 
worked  a  part  of  his  time  in  lumber  camps,  on  railroad  sections  and  in  mills, 
but  most  of  his  life  has  been  spent  on  the  home  place.  He  has  continued  the 
improvements  started  by  his  father,  has  erected  a  silo,  and  added  implements 
and  machinery.  He  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  and 
has  a  good  herd  of  Jersey  and  Guernsey  cattle,  the  Guernseys  being  his  fav¬ 
orites.  He  is  a  hard-working  man  of  good  judgment  and  foresight,  and  is 
meeting  with  well-deserved  success.  In  addition  to  his  father’s  place,  he  has 
forty  acres  which  he  homesteaded  himself,  and  from  which  he  has  cut  the 
timber.  Mr.  Johnson  was  married  on  the  farm  in  October,  1906,  to  Bertha 
Rude,  who  was  born  in  Norway,  Nov.  16,  1880,  the  daughter  of  Ole  and  Oleana 
Rude,  and  came  to  this  country  in  1904.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  have  a  bright 
boy,  John,  born  Oct.  24,  1907.  They  have  also  adopted  a  little  girl,  Margaret, 
who  is  being  given  parental  love  and  care. 

Albert  M.  Immerfall,  a  highly  respected  farmer  of  Section  30,  Sumner 
Township,  was  born  at  Beaver  Dam,  Dodge  County,  Wis.,  May  10,  1864,  the  son 
of  Adam  and  Lena  (Graff)  Immerfall.  These  good  people  were  born  in  Ger¬ 
many,  came  to  America  as  young  people,  were  married  in  Wisconsin,  and 
farmed  for  many  years  in  Dodge  County,  where  the  father  was  a  prominent 
man,  and  an  influential  member  of  the  town  board  of  West  Ford  Township,  as 
well  as  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  there.  They  came 
to  Rice  Lake  in  1906,  and  located  on  a  farm  in  Oak  Grove  Township.  There 
the  father  died  in  1908  at  the  age  of  76  years.  The  mother  is  now  over  eighty 
years  old.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  fifth  of  a  family  of  ten  children, 
and  had  but  little  opportunity  for  an  education.  In  1888  he  went  to  Water- 
town,  South  Dakota,  and  did  farm  work  there  for  two  years.  Then  he  farmed 
in  Floyd  County,  Iowa,  for  two  years.  From  there  he  went  to  Douglas  County, 
Minnesota,  where  he  worked  for  three  years.  The  scene  of  his  next  operations 
was  Todd  County,  Minnesota,  where  for  eighteen  years  he  operated  a  farm 
of  80  acres.  Then  he  sold  out  and  in  1913  came  to  Barron  County,  Wisconsin, 
and  secured  his  present  place  of  106  acres  in  Section  30,  Sumner  Township.  He 
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raises  good  stock,  and  is  a  successful  and  prosperous  man.  He  knows  farm 
conditions  throughout  the  Northwest,  but  believes  that  the  advantages  in 
Barron  County  are  of  the  best,  and  is  an  enthusiastic  believer  in  the  future 
possibilities  of  this  county.  He  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying  and 
raises  good  stock.  Mr.  Immerfall  was  married  June  2,  1896,  to  Sophia  Strate- 
meyer,  who  was  born  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Jan.  24,  1879,  daughter  of  Ernest 
and  Margaret  Stratemeyer,  who  were  born  in  Hanover,  Germany,  came  to 
America,  located  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  from  there  went  to  Todd  County, 
Minnesota.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Immerfall  have  had  ten  children.  Fred,  born  Feb. 
8,  1898;  Edward,  born  Jan.  9,  1900;  Anna,  born  Feb.  19,  1902;  Albert,  born 
May  11,  1904;  Caroline,  born  Aug.  19,  1906;  Ernest,  born  Jan.  29,  1909;  Henry, 
born  July  16,  1910;  Dora,  born  March  11,  1913;  Lawrence,  born  April  18,  1916; 
Donald,  born  Nov.  26,  1920. 

Jake  T.  Jacobson,  business  man  of  Rice  Lake,  was  born  in  Norway,  Aug. 
7,  1881,  son  of  Thore  and  Elizabeth  (Kingsted)  Jacobson,  natives  of  Norway, 
who  came  to  America  in  1884,  and  located  in  Lee,  Illinois.  Thore  Jacobson 
worked  for  sixteen  years  in  the  employ  of  the  Farmers’  Elevator  Co.  there, 
and  in  1900  established  a  dray  line,  which  he  conducted  some  eight  years, 
afterward  becoming  government  watchman  on  the  dam  at  Rock  Falls,  Ill. 
After  the  death  of  his  wife,  in  the  spring  of  1916,  he  took  up  his  home  with  his 
daughter,  Mary,  at  Shabbona,  Ill.,  until  1917,  since  which  date  he  has  made 
his  home  with  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  In  the  family  there  are  nine  chil¬ 
dren.  Ole  lives  in  Ashland,  Wis.  Jake  T.  is  a  business  man  of  Rice  Lake. 
Christ  lives  in  Shabbona  Grove,  Ill.  Martha  is  the  wife  of  A.  G.  Clark,  of  St. 
Paul,  Minn.  Mary  is  now  Mrs.  Roy  Tilton,  of  Shabbona,  Ill.  Tillie  is  dead. 
Linnie  is  the  wife  of  Gust  Neisheim,  of  Minneapolis,  Minn.  Kearney  and 
Elmer  are  employed  by  their  brother,  Jake  T.,  at  Rice  Lake.  Jake  T.  attended 
school  at  Lee,  Ill.,  and  farmed  there  for  a  while.  He  went  to  Nebraska  in  1900 
and  in  1904  came  to  Rice  Lake.  Here  he  followed  the  plumbing  and  heating 
trade  until  1912,  when  he  entered  the  employ  of  Frank  Bandalin,  in  a  billiard 
hall.  In  1914  he  purchased  the  place,  which  then  had  five  tables  and  two  bowl¬ 
ing  alleys.  In  1916  he  purchased  the  two-story  brick  building  which  he  now 
occupies,  built  on  forty  feet  in  the  rear,  making  it  112  by  26  feet,  with  full 
basement,  put  in  modern  heating  and  plumbing,  installed  nine  new  pool  tables 
and  one  new  billiard  table,  and  put  in  four  new  alleys,  so  that  he  now  has  as 
fine  an  establishment  of  its  kind  as  is  to  be  found  in  the  smaller  towns  of  the 
Northwest.  In  addition  to  this,  he  carries  a  full  line  of  smokers’  supplies,  such 
as  cigars,  cigarettes,  pipes,  tobacco  and  accessories,  serves  soft  drinks,  and 
distributes  the  daily  papers.  Since  early  youth  he  has  been  a  baseball  player, 
and  in  this  connection  is  known  throughout  this  part  of  the  state.  He  has  been 
catcher  of  the  local  team  for  sixteen  consecutive  seasons,  a  record  hard  to  beat 
among  the  amateur  players  of  the  Northwest,  and  in  this  line  he  has  shown 
much  skill  and  dexterity.  He  is  a  man  of  genial  personality,  admirably  suited 
for  the  position  he  occupies,  he  prides  himself  on  the  high  standard  he  main¬ 
tains  in  his  place,  and  he  holds  a  high  place  among  the  business  men  of  the 
city,  his  establishment  being  an  important  factor  in  the  pleasant  impression 
which  the  traveling  public  receives  of  Rice  Lake.  He  belongs  to  the  Odd  Fel¬ 
lows  and  the  Eagles,  and  is  active  in  the  Commercial  Club.  Mr.  Jacobson  was 
married  Feb.  27,  1909,  to  Christina  Sigstad,  of  this  place,  born  March  14, 
1886.  They  have  two  children :  Allan  Sigstad,  born  Nov.  6,  1914,  and  Dorothy 
Elizabeth,  born  June  27,  1917.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian 
Lutheran  Church. 

Leander  Grilley,  an  early  settler  of  Sumner  Township,  now  deceased,  was 
an  important  factor  in  the  life  of  the  township  for  many  years.  A  man  above 
the  average  in  intelligence  and  education,  he  had  strong  influence  over  his 
fellowmen,  and  was  often  sought  for  advice  and  counsel.  For  many  years  he 
was  justice  of  the  peace,  settled  neighborhood  differences  with  fairness  and  dis¬ 
cretion,  and  enforced  deep  respect  for  law  and  order.  He  and  his  wife,  Sarah 
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Briggs,  came  from  Cook  County,  Ill.,  to  Houston  County,  Minn.,  in  the  sixties. 
In  1873  they  set  out  for  Barron  County  with  an  ox  team  with  their  six  chil¬ 
dren.  Here  they  secured  a  homestead  of  160  acres  in  Section  32,  Sumner 
Township,  erected  a  log  cabin,  and  established  their  home.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  died  here,  he  at  tbe  age  of  77  and  she  at  the  age  of  53  years.  Their  seven 
children  were:  Helen,  Dighton,  Burritt,  Mary,  Fannie,  Hattie  and  Jesse.  Fan¬ 
nie  married  John  E.  Malone  in  1877  and  by  him  had  five  children,  Raymond  E., 
Martin  J.,  Eva  B.,  Harry  and  Emma  (deceased).  John  E.  Malone  was  a  native 
of  this  state.  He  came  to  Barron  County  in  the  late  seventies  and  located  in 
Section  31,  Sumner  Township,  near  old  Sumner  Village.  He  developed  a  good 
farm,  and  devoted  his  autumns  to  threshing.  He  died  in  1887  at  the  age  of 
thirty-eight.  He  was  one  of  the  popular  men  of  the  community,  who  stood 
high  among  all  who  knew  him,  and  his  death  was  greatly  mourned.  His  widow 
married  Lebinah  S.  Winchester,  and  they  have  one  son,  Wesley. 

Russell  Winchester,  who  settled  in  Sumner  Township  in  the  days  of  the 
early  development  of  the  county,  was  born  in  New  York  State  of  good  old 
New  York  stock.  He  married  Betsey  Carter,  who  also  came  of  an  old  New 
York  family.  They  moved  to  Warren  County,  Pennsylvania,  and  from  there 
came  to  Illinois.  After  a  summer  in  that  state,  they  came  to  Wisconsin  in  the 
middle  sixties,  and  located  in  Reedsburg,  Sauk  County.  From  there,  in  1871, 
they  drove  to  this  county  with  an  ox  team,  their  household  goods,  supplies, 
tools  and  a  cow.  The  family  then  consisted  of  four  boys  and  three  girls.  They 
built  a  log  cabin  and  began  clearing  the  land.  They  experienced  all  the  vicis¬ 
situdes  of  pioneer  life.  The  nearest  market  was  at  Chippewa  Falls,  a  three 
days’  journey  away.  To  the  development  of  their  farm,  Mr.  Winchester  and  his 
wife  devoted  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  They  reared  a  good  family  and  left 
the  heritage  of  a  good  name  and  sterling  character. 

Lebinah  S.  Winchester,  custodian  of  the  public  school  building  at  Canton, 
was  born  in  Warren  County,  Pennsylvania,  April  21,  1855,  the  son  of  Rus¬ 
sell  and  Betsey  (Carter)  Winchester,  who  brought  him  first  to  Illinois,  then 
to  Sauk  County,  this  state,  and  then  to  Barron  County  in  1871.  As  a  young 
man,  he  went  into  the  woods  for  the  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  and  so  continued  for 
twenty-one  winters.  He  also  farmed  for  a  while  in  Cook’s  Valley,  Chippewa 
County,  in  the  summer  seasons.  Then  for  a  while  he  operated  the  homestead 
of  his  parents.  After  his  marriage  he  located  at  Sioska,  in  Sumner  Township, 
and  for  a  while  farmed  there.  In  1893  he  moved  to  Canton.  Here  he  has  been 
engaged  in  mason  work,  plumbing  and  well  digging.  In  1920  he  became  jani¬ 
tor  of  the  Canton  schools.  He  is  a  popular  member  of  the  Woodmen  of  the 
World.  He  and  his  family  are  faithful  adherents  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  He  was  married  April  20,  1890,  to  Fannie  Grilley  Malone,  widow  of 
John  Malone,  and  daughter  of  Leander  and  Sarah  (Briggs)  Grilley.  She  was 
born  in  Cook  County,  Ill.,  Feb.  24,  1856.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Winchester  have  one 
son,  Wesley,  agent  for  the  “Soo”  line  at  Strickland. 

James  Andrew  Helland,  a  financier  of  Prairie  Farm  Village,  president  of 
the  Prairie  Farm  Milling  Co.  and  of  the  Prairie  Farm  Electric  Light  Co.,  was 
born  at  Racine,  Wis.,  Sept.  21,  1893,  the  son  of  Chris  and  Anna  (Waage)  Hel¬ 
land,  who  took  him  to  Harmony,  Minn.,  where  he  attended  the  common  schools 
and  the  high  school.  In  1912  he  became  assistant  cashier  of  the  Farmers’ 
State  Bank  of  Minong,  Washburn  County,  this  state.  He  made  an  excellent 
record  there,  and  in  1914  assumed  temporary  charge  of  the  First  State  Bank, 
at  Solon  Springs,  Douglas  County,  as  cashier.  In  1915  he  became  assistant 
cashier  of  the  First  State  Bank  of  Prairie  Farm.  He  at  once  identified  him¬ 
self  with  the  business  and  social  life  of  the  village  and  is  now  one  of  its  most 
prominent  and  influential  citizens.  In  1916  he  became  manager  of  the  George 
E.  Scott  interests  here.  He  has  the  welfare  of  the  village,  township  and  county 
at  heart,  he  is  an  active  and  energetic  man  of  affairs,  and  his  friends  predict 
for  him  a  future  of  wide  influence.  He  is  looking  well  after  the  interests  of 
education  in  the  village  as  clerk  of  the  school  board.  Fraternally,  he  is  a 
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member  of  the  Masonic  Order,  belonging  to  the  Blue  Lodge  at  Barron  and  the 
Chapter  at  Menomonie.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Knights  Templar  at  Chip¬ 
pewa  Falls,  Wis.  Mr.  Helland  was  married  at  Prairie  Farm  on  Oct.  21,  1916, 
to  Eula  Scott,  who  was  born  at  Prairie  Fanh  on  May  12,  1893,  the  daughter  of 
George  E.  and  Alice  (Hammond)  Scott.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with 
two  bright  sons,  George,  born  Aug.  23,  1917;  and  James,  born  Aug.  28,  1918. 
Chris  Helland  was  born  in  Norway  and  came  to  this  country  in  1890.  Soon 
afterward  he  married  Anna  Waage,  who  came  from  Norway  the  same  year.  For 
a  time  Mr.  Helland  was  employed  by  the  Mitchell  Wagon  Co.  at  Racine  and  then 
went  to  Harmony,  Fillmore  County,  Minn.,  where  he  farmed.  In  1906  he  moved 
to  Washburn  County,  this  state,  where  he  farmed  until  his  death,  April  12, 
1917,  at  the  age  of  49  years.  His  wife,  in  1921,  moved  to  Prairie  Farm,  where 
she  now  resides.  In  the  family  there  were  four  sons,  Peter,  James,  Andrew 
and  Martin.  Mr.  Helland  was  much  interested  in  the  affairs  of  the  Norwegian 
Lutheran  Church,  and  took  an  active  part  therein. 

Gust  Scheunemann,  at  present  living  retired  in  the  village  of  Turtle  Lake, 
is  one  of  the  best  known  citizens  in  this  part  of  the  county,  having  resided  here 
or  in  this  vicinity  most  of  the  time  for  the  last  forty  years.  As  logger,  farmer, 
stock  dealer,  creamery  operator,  public  official,  and  generally  as  a  “live  wire” 
in  both  these  and  several  other  occupations,  he  has  had  a  varied  experience 
and  has  been  brought  into  contact  with  all  classes  of  people.  As  every  strong 
man  must  do,  he  has  made  both  friends  and  enemies,  but  his  shrewd  common 
sense  and  the  rectitude  of  his  motives  have  turned  some  of  his  enemies  into 
friends,  and  if  he  has  not  converted  them  all,  the  most  embittered  will  at  least 
acknowledge  that  he  “fights  fair."  Mr.  Scheunemann  was  born  in  Prussia, 
Germany,  April  29,  1862,  son  of  Carl  and  Caroline  Scheunemann,  the  father 
being  a  stone  mason  by  trade.  Gust  grew  up  in  his  native  land,  attended 
school,  and  began  industrial  life  as  his  father's  assistant.  In  March,  1882, 
seeking  a  better  field  of  opportunity,  he  came  to  the  United  States,  locating  at 
Eagle  Grove,  Iowa,  where  he  joined  two  of  his  brothers  who  had  come  to  this 
country  previously  and  were  employed  in  railroad  construction  work.  Gust  at 
once  engaged  in  the  same  work  and  was  thus  employed  in  the  state  of  Iowa 
until  the  fall.  Then,  as  employees  of  the  Omaha  railroad,  he  and  his  brothers 
came  to  Wisconsin  by  way  of  Minneapolis,  being  sent  from  that  city  to  Cable, 
Wis.  But  after  reaching  the  latter  place,  not  liking  the  aspect  of  affairs,  and 
the  work  they  were  expected  to  do  there,  they  threw  up  their  jobs  and  came  to 
Turtle  Lake,  Barron  County  where  they  found  employment  in  the  Richardson 
sawmill.  For  several  years  they  were  numbered  among  Mr.  Richardson's 
workmen,  and  having  an  eye  to  the  future,  each  saved  what  he  could  of  his 
earnings.  Their  savings  they  invested  in  land  in  the  adjoining  county  of  Polk, 
Gust  buying  40  acres  and  his  two  brothers  a  piece  of  120  acres,  which  the  two 
divided  between  them.  The  place  which  Gust  had  bought  had  no  improve¬ 
ments,  and  he  did  not  live  on  it,  but  sold  it  soon  after  and  homesteaded  40 
acres  in  Beaver  Township,  Polk  County.  This  latter  place  had  a  log  house  on 
it  in  which  he  took  up  his  residence.  After  improving  the  farm  a  little,  he 
sold  it  at  the  end  of  a  year  and  bought  another  piece  of  40  acres  in  the  same 
township  on  which  he  built  a  house.  Two  years  later  he  traded  this  place  to 
“Joe”  Richardson,  the  mill  man,  and  got  in  exchange  a  ten-acre  lot  in  Turtle 
Lake,  Barron  County.  At  the  same  time  he  resumed  work  in  the  sawmill  in 
the  winters  being  employed  in  the  woods  at  logging  as  far  north  as  Barronette. 
At  this  work  he  showed  himself  so  capable  that  he  was  made  foreman  of  a  gang. 
His  next  change  of  occupation  was  the  result  of  an  accident.  While  endeavor¬ 
ing  to  loosen  some  logs  from  a  large  pile  that  had  become  frozen  together, 
they  suddenly  gave  way  and  a  number  of  them  fell  upon  him.  He  was  knocked 
down  and  quite  severely  injured,  being  laid  up  for  some  time.  Not  desiring  to 
take  any  more  dangerous  risks,  he  gave  up  logging  and  opened  a  meat  market 
in  Turtle  Lake  Village,  being  proprietor  of  it  subsequently  for  eight  or  ten 
years.  Then  he  drifted  into  the  cattle  business,  buying  and  shipping  stock, 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  OF  BARRON  COUNTY 


817 


while  continuing  to  operate  his  meat  market.  Finally  he  sold  the  market  and 
bought  a  hardware  store  in  the  village,  which  he  conducted  for  three  years, 
continuing  at  the  same  time  to  buy  cattle.  He  then  sold  the  store,  which  sub¬ 
sequently  burned  down,  and  bought  280  acres  of  land  in  the  township  of  Tur¬ 
tle  Lake,  which  he  traded  for  the  Fisk  Hotel — not  the  present  hotel  of  that 
name,  but  its  predecessor,  which  stood  on  the  site  of  the  present  Hogan  Opera 
House.  This  hotel  he  rented  out  to  D.  S.  Wallace,  and  in  1909,  while  the  latter 
was  operating  it,  it  burned  down.  This  disaster  caused  Mr.  Scheunemann  to 
sustain  a  loss  of  $2,000,  as  he  had  spent  $800  in  improvements,  making  it  worth 
about  $7,500,  the  insurance  covering  only  about  $5,500.  Before  buying  the 
hotel  Mr.  Scheunemann  had  bought  a  five-acre  tract  of  land  in  Turtle  Lake  Vil¬ 
lage,  and  another  of  40  acres  adjoining.  After  erecting  buildings  on  this  land 
he  lived  on  it  while  he  owned  the  hotel  and  later  sold  the  whole  45  acres  to 
Charles  Brown,  it  being  the  present  Brown  property.  Subsequently,  thinking 
himself  entitled  to  a  vacation,  he,  in  company  with  D.  S.  Wallace,  went  to 
Arkansas  on  a  big  hunting  expedition.  While  in  that  state  he  bought  a  few 
“razor-back”  hogs,  which,  with  a  few  cattle,  he  shipped  to  market.  Six  weeks 
later  at  Gillette,  in  southeast  Arkansas,  he  was  joined  by  his  family  and  they 
spent  three  months  in  that  vicinity.  He  next  went  to  Wainwright,  Okla.,  a 
place  about  eight  miles  from  Muskogee,  where,  in  February,  1910,  he  made 
some  investments  in  oil  lands,  remaining  until  the  latter  part  of  September, 
when  he  returned  to  Barron  County,  Wis.  Here  he  again  got  busy  and  as  one 
of  his  activities,  built  the  block  that  includes  the  Hogan  Opera  House.  For 
about  four  years  he  conducted  the  theatre  and  also  had  a  lumber  yard.  At  the 
end  of  that  time  he  sold  the  lumber  to  the  Olcutt  Lumber  Co.,  and  traded  the 
real  property  to  John  Hogan  for  land  on  Horseshoe  Lake  which  had  been 
operated  as  a  summer  resort.  Mr.  Scheunemann  was  proprietor  of  the  resort 
for  the  four  following  years,  though  not  always  on  the  ground  during  the 
season.  After  he  had  owned  that  property  three  years  he  bought  a  lumber 
yard  at  Clayton,  Polk  County,  which  he  operated  three  years,  making  his  home 
there,  and  which  he  sold  in  1920.  Then  he  and  his  family  went  to  Oceanside, 
Cal.,  remaining  there  one  year.  There  he  bought  property  which  he  now  owns. 
In  July,  1921,  he  returned  to  Turtle  Lake  and  has  since  resided  here,  though  he 
expects  ta  return  to  California  in  1922  for  either  a  temporary  or  permanent 
residence.  Mr.  Scheunemann  was  first  married  at  Turtle  Lake,  Wis.,  to  Etta 
Dennis,  of  Beaver  Township,  Polk  County,  she  being  a  step-daughter  of  Dave 
Stratton.  By  her  he  had  five  children:  Frank,  who  died  in  infancy;  Otto, 
now  residing  at  Minot,  N.  D. ;  Calvin,  who  died  at  the  age  of  20  years ;  Maggie, 
now  Mrs.  Swan  Bonderson  of  Taylor’s  Falls,  Minn.,  and  Mary  Elizabeth,  who 
died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Etta  Scheunemann  died  in  1894.  On  Aug.  5,  1896,  Mr. 
Scheunemann  was  married  at  Clayton,  Wis.,  to  Alice  Elmore  of  that  place,  an 
adopted  daughter  of  Bentley  and  Amanda  Elmore.  Her  real  parents  were 
John  and  Emeline  (Van  Dyke)  Sullivan  of  Richardson,  Clayton  Township,  Polk 
County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scheunemann  have  had  four  children,  of  whom  two  are 
now  living,  the  record  being  as  follows :  Milo,  born  Dec.  28,  1901,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  15  months;  Noel,  born  Aug.  11,  1904;  Vere,  born  Dec.  22,  1906,  and 
Fred,  born  Sept.  3,  1917,  whose  feeble  life  lasted  but  a  few  hours.  The  two 
surviving  sons,  Noel  and  Vere,  reside  at  home  with  their  parents.  Having 
thus  briefly  sketched  Mr.  Scheunemann’s  career  as  a  man  of  business  and  of 
family,  it  remains  to  say  a  few  words  in  regard  to  his  public  service.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  acting  as  pathmaster  in  Turtle  Lake  Township,  he  served  two  terms  as 
mayor  of  Turtle  Lake  Village,  and  was  also  for  several  terms  a  member  of  the 
village  board.  As  a  member  of  the  board  he  proved  a  strong  champion  of 
progress,  advocating  measures  which  he  thought  were  for  the  best  interests  of 
the  community,  even  though  at  the  time  they  might  not  be  popular.  When  he 
was  president  of  the  board  the  sidewalks  of  the  village  were  in  a  very  bad 
condition.  They  were  of  wood  and  were  mostly  old,  many  of  the  boards  being 
broken  or  loose,  so  as  to  cause  not  only  great  inconvenience  but  also  to  con- 
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stitute  a  source  of  danger  to  pedestrians.  Mr.  Scheunemann  advocated  and 
put  through  a  measure  providing  for  the  substitution  of  cement  walks.  As  this 
involved  assessments  on  property  owners  it  was  unpopular  in  some  quarters, 
but  though  it  proved  a  temporary  hardship,  it  increased  the  value  of  property 
and  gave  the  citizens  a  better  village,  a  result  now  generally  acknowledged.  Mr. 
Scheunemann  and  his  family  are  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  He  is 
a  Chapter  Mason,  his  wife  belonging  to  the  auxiliary  branch  of  the  Eastern 
Star.  They  hold  a  high  social  position  in  the  village  and  have  a  large  circle 
of  friends  and  acquaintances.  Mr.  Scheunemann’s  parents,  who  came  to  this 
country  a  year  or  two  after  him,  are  now  both  deceased.  The  father  died  in 
1904,  and  the  mother  lived  to  the  good  old  age  of  93,  passing  away  in  1918. 

Victor  Ekenstedt,  who  is  successfully  conducting  an  80-acre  farm  in  Sec¬ 
tion  17,  Cumberland  Township,  was  born  in  Sweden  Feb.  22,  1873,  son  of  Jo¬ 
hannes  L.  and  Caroline  (Johnson)  Ekenstedt.  He  was  nine  years  old  when  his 
parents  brought  him  to  the  United  States  and  during  the  next  few  years  he 
gained  a  knowledge  of  farming  as  his  father’s  assistant.  When  he  had  devel¬ 
oped  into  a  strong  young  man  he  went  into  the  logging  camps,  where  he  was 
employed  for  three  winters.  For  about  eighteen  years  he  worked  for  his 
brother,  John,  farming,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  started  in  for  himself  on 
his  present  tract  of  80  acres  in  Section  17,  Cumberland  Township.  He  has 
erected  good  buildings  and  is  raising  a  good  grade  of  Hereford  and  Durham 
cattle  with  profitable  results.  Mr.  Ekenstedt  was  married  March  26,  1918,  at 
Cumberland,  this  county,  to  Edith  Wilson,  who  was  born  in  Winona  County, 
Minn.,  May  23,  1899,  daughter  of  James  Judson  and  Elizabeth  (Davidson)  Wil¬ 
son.  Her  parents,  who  settled  as  farmers  in  Lakeland  Township,  are  still  re¬ 
siding  there.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ekenstedt  have  two  children:  Cecel  Victoria, 
born  Dec.  18,  1918,  and  Fred  Stanley,  born  May  24,  1920.  The  religious  affilia¬ 
tions  of  Mr.  Ekenstedt  are  with  the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church. 

John  Nelson,  one  of  the  early  pioneers  of  Dovre  Township,  now  deceased, 
was  born,  reared  and  educated  in  Norway.  He  there  married  Anna  K.  Chris- 
topherson,  and  to  them  were  born  in  that  country  nine  children:  Nels,  Tena, 
Charles,  Anna,  Julia,  Mertie,  and  three  that  died  in  infancy.  In  1871  he 
brought  the  family  to  America  and  located  in  Eau  Claire,  this  state,  where  he 
found  employment.  While  living  there  he  selected  a  homestead  of  160  acres  in 
Section  24,  Dovre  Township,  and  built  a  log  cabin,  14  by  14  feet.  Into  this 
cabin  he  moved  his  large  family.  The  claim  was  in  the  wild  woods.  Neigh¬ 
bors  were  far  away.  Eau  Claire  was  the  trading  point.  There  were  few  com¬ 
forts  and  even  the  necessities  were  sometimes  lacking.  But  Mr.  Nelson  and 
his  wife  were  people  of  courage  and  determination,  and  they  bore  the  hard¬ 
ships,  privations  and  unceasing  toil  with  fortitude  and  good  cheer.  The  chil¬ 
dren,  too,  were  blessed  with  a  happy  temperament,  and  all  of  them  strove  to¬ 
gether  to  make  the  wilderness  home  a  place  of  love  and  contentment.  By 
hard  work  they  developed  a  good  farm.  Mr.  Nelson  was  a  man  of  many  ad¬ 
mirable  qualities,  solid  and  substantial  in  character,  and  was  held  in  the  high¬ 
est  respect.  He  died  Dec.  11,  1897.  After  that  his  widow  and  the  sons  con¬ 
tinued  to  operate  and  develop  the  place.  She  died  April  22,  1914.  She  was  a 
most  worthy  woman  in  every  respect,  capable  and  energetic,  and  her  memory  is 
held  in  deep  honor.  All  the  children  are  now  dead  except  two.  Julia,  who  was 
born  in  Norway,  is  the  wife  of  Esten  Jorstad,  of  this  township.  Essie,  who 
was  born  in  Eau  Claire,  now  lives  on  the  home  place. 

Arne  Jorstad,  an  early  settler  of  Dovre  Township,  was  born  in  Norway, 
and  was  there  reared,  educated  and  married.  In  1873  he  and  his  wife,  Anna, 
and  five  children,  Esten,  Ole,  John,  Agnes  and  Petra,  came  to  America,  and 
joined  his  father,  who  had  come  the  previous  year.  For  a  time  the  family 
lived  in  Portage  County,  this  state.  In  1876  they  came  to  Barron  County  and 
settled  on  a  homestead  of  160  acres  in  Dovre  Township.  There  Mr.  Jorstad 
built  a  log  cabin  for  his  family  and  a  shed  for  the  two  cows  that  he  had  brought 
with  him.  In  the  fall  he  got  a  yoke  of  oxen.  For  a  time  conditions  were  hard. 
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The  market  places  were  far  away  at  Chippewa  Falls  and  Eau  Claire.  But  as 
time  passed  the  region  developed  and  the  Jorstads  shared  in  the  general  pros¬ 
perity.  Feeling  the  need  of  religious  instruction  in  the  neighborhood,  Mr.  Jor- 
8 tad  and  his  wife  assisted  in  organizing  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  congregation 
at  Dovre  and  he  served  as  one  of  its  early  officers.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are 
now  dead. 

Eaten  Jorstad,  Section  22,  Dovre  Township,  stands  well  among  the  pros¬ 
perous  and  industrious  men  of  the  community.  He  was  born  in  Norway  July 
20,  1858,  the  son  of  Arne  and  Anna  Jorstad,  and  was  but  eleven  years  of  age 
when  they  brought  him  to  Portage  County,  this  state,  in  1873,  and  but  thirteen 
when  they  brought  him  to  Dovre  Township  in  1875.  He  has  therefore  seen 
the  county  develop  from  a  wilderness,  and  in  its  development  has  had  his  full 
share  and  part.  As  a  boy  he  worked  on  the  farm  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
had  his  first  experience  in  the  woods,  when  he  worked  for  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co. 
for  $14  a  month  and  board,  half  his  wages  being  received  in  cash  and  half  in 
trade.  In  1888  he  bought  160  acres  of  his  present  place  for  $600.  A  log  shanty 
had  been  built  and  a  few  acres  had  been  cleared.  He  has  erected  a  good  set 
of  buildings,  has  broken  up  the  land,  added  forty  acres  more,  and  now  success¬ 
fully  carries  on  general  farming.  His  place  is  one  of  the  best  that  is  to  be 
found  in  the  neighborhood.  In  addition  to  his  other  farming  operations  he 
makes  a  specialty  of  raising  full-blooded  sires,  for  which  there  is  a  wide  de¬ 
mand.  A  believer  in  everything  that  is  for  the  best  interests  of  the  commu¬ 
nity,  he  helped  to  organize  the  Farmers’  Shipping  Association  of  Chetek,  he 
helped  to  build  the  store  occupied  by  the  Farmers  Store  Co.,  and  he  is  a  share¬ 
holder  in  the  Spring  Hill  Creamery  which  he  helped  to  organize.  Mr.  Jorstad 
was  married  in  June,  1890  on  the  farm,  to  Hilda  Wade,  who  died  May  12,  1899, 
at  the  age  of  27  years,  leaving  three  children:  Arthur,  Anna  (deceased),  and 
Helga  (deceased).  On  Dec.  19,  1900,  he  married  Julia  Nelson,  who  was  born 
at  Drammen,  Norway,  Dec.  25,  1865,  and  this  union  has  been  blessed  with  one 
child,  Myrtle.  Arthur  lives  in  Chetek,  where  he  is  a  prosperous  garage  man. 
Myrtle  is  at  home.  The  family  attends  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church  at 
Dovre,  on  the  board  of  which  Mr.  Jorstad  served  for  many  years. 

Otto  Jacobson,  a  worthy  pioneer  of  Section  16,  Dovre  Township,  was  born 
in  Norway,  April  26,  1850,  fourth  of  the  family  of  five  boys  and  one  girl  born 
to  Jacob  Hovelsrud  and  his  good  wife.  The  others  in  the  family  w6re:  John, 
Soren,  Martin,  Enevold  and  Bertha.  Of  these,  Enevold  and  Otto  were  the 
only  ones  who  came  to  America.  Otto  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native 
land  and  came  to  America  as  a  young  man  in  the  early  seventies.  With  head¬ 
quarters  at  Eau  Claire  he  worked  in  sawmills  and  in  lumber  camps.  In  1875 
he  bought  120  acres  in  Section  16,  and  also  homesteaded  80  acres  in  Section  9, 
Dovre  Township,  and  to  this  added  from  time  to  time  until  he  owned  360  acres. 
When  he  came  here  the  land  was  all  wild  and  no  trails  led  to  the  place.  He 
made  a  little  clearing  and  put  up  a  small  shack  and  moved  his  family  into  it 
while  he  was  putting  up  a  log  house.  At  first  he  had  little  to  farm  with  except 
his  own  hands  and  a  few  small  implements.  His  first  draught  animals  were 
a  yoke  of  oxen.  Then  he  got  a  pair  of  mules  and  later  a  team  of  horses.  Eau 
Claire  was  the  nearest  market,  and  for  some  years  he  hauled  grain  there  with 
his  oxen.  Sometimes  he  made  the  trip  there  afoot,  bringing  provisions  home 
on  his  back.  He  and  his  wife  toiled  early  and  late  and  gradually  their  efforts 
resulted  in  a  well  tilled  farm.  In  developing  his  own  place,  he  did  not  neglect 
the  things  which  were  for  the  general  betterment  of  the  community.  He 
assisted  to  build  the  first  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church  at  Dovre,  and  served 
for  a  while  as  one  of  its  officers.  He  was  married  at  Eau  Claire,  Wis.,  May 
12,  1877,  to  Carrie  Stene,  who  was  born  in  Norway,  Aug.  28,  1854,  the  daughter 
of  Jacob  Stene.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jacobson  were  the  parents  of  seven  children: 
Anna,  John,  Clara,  Mary,  Minda,  Agnes  and  Hilda.  Anna  married  Anton  Carl¬ 
son,  of  Superior,  Wis.  John  farms  the  home  place.  Clara  is  the  wife  of  Peter 
Jergenson  of  San  Francisco,  Cal.  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Fred  Anderson,  of 
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Bloomington,  Ill.  Minda  lives  in  Minneapolis.  Agnes  and  Hilda  live  in 
Superior. 

John  Jacobson,  a  leading  farmer  who  has  an  excellent  place  in  Section 
16,  Dovre  Township,  was  born  in  a  log  house  on  his  present  farm,  July  13,  1879, 
and  has  watched  this  region  grow  from  a  wilderness  into  a  garden  spot.  His 
parents  were  Otto  and  Carrie  (Stene)  Jacobson,  the  pioneers.  He  was  reared 
on  the  home  place,  attended  the  district  school,  learned  farming  from  his 
father,  and  early  began  to  help  about  the  farm.  In  1908  he  assumed  the  man¬ 
agement.  He  has  a  good  estate  of  210  acres  with  a  ten-room  house,  good  barns 
and  a  complete  set  of  equipment.  He  makes  a  specialty  of  Shorthorn  cattle 
and  Hampshire  swine.  As  a  native  of  the  town  it  is  natural  that  he  should 
have  its  welfare  deeply  at  heart.  Especially  has  he  been  active  in  the  affairs 
of  the  school  district  in  which  he  himself  was  educated.  He  has  also  been 
influential  in  the  affairs  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church  at  Dovre  and  has 
served  as  trustee  as  well  as  in  other  positions  of  trust  and  honor.  He  is  also 
a  director  in  the  Co-operative  Creamery  at  Chetek.  Mr.  Jacobson  was  married 
at  Eau  Claire  on  Sept.  9,  1908,  to  Nettie  Johnson,  Eau  Claire,  who  was  born  at 
Dells  Mills  in  Eau  Claire  County,  this  state,  on  Nov.  4,  1883,  the  daughter  of 
Peter  and  Gusta  (Peterson)  Johnson.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jacobson  have  two  chil¬ 
dren:  Gilford  and  Kenneth.  Gilford  was  born  July  16,  1912,  and  Kenneth  was 
born  May  12,  1917. 

John  W.  Hunt,  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  and  an  early  settler  of  Dovre 
Township,  was  born  in  New  York  state,  and  was  there  reared  and  educated.  He 
came  west  to  Wisconsin  as  a  young  man  and  located  in  Watertown,  Jefferson 
County.  Then  he  moved  to  Monroe  County,  also  in  this  state.  From  there  he 
enlisted,  and  with  Company  C,  36th  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry  for  three 
years  and  eleven  months  served  under  his  country's  colors  with  valor  and  dis¬ 
tinction.  At  the  battle  of  Petersburg  he  was  captured,  but  a  day  later  was 
released.  He  was  twice  wounded.  Once  he  was  struck  in  the  abdomen  with 
a  spent  ball  from  the  effects  of  which  he  suffered  more  or  less  for  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  his  life,  and  once  he  was  injured  in  the  foot  by  the  bursting  of  a 
shell.  Upon  his  return  from  the  war  he  lived  in  Monroe  County  for  a  while. 
In  1869  he  moved  to  Cadot  Township,  in  Chippewa  County,  also  in  this  state. 
From  there,  in  1877,  he  came  to  Barron  County,  driving  in  about  Christmas 
time  with  one  horse.  He  and  his  wife  and  four  children  moved  into  a  frame 
upright  which  he  had  previously  built,  and  here  they  started  homemaking. 
Those  were  real  pioneer  times.  The  lumber  camp  at  Chetek  was  the  nearest 
indication  of  the  prosperity  which  was  later  to  come  to  the  county.  Mr.  Hunt 
often  walked  to  Eau  Claire,  carrying  on  his  back  such  produce  as  was  market¬ 
able  there,  and  bringing  back  provisions  which  could  not  be  raised  on  the 
farm.  At  first  they  had  but  two  cows.  As  time  passed  they  prospered  and  de¬ 
veloped  a  good  place.  He  put  up  a  good  set  of  buildings  and  got  a  part  of  the 
160  acres  cleared.  He  was  active  in  public  affairs,  and  served  in  various  town 
offices.  For  a  time  he  was  supervisor  of  his  road  district.  As  a  soldier  he 
took  much  delight  in  his  membership  in  the  G.  A.  R.  Post  at  Chetek.  His 
religious  faith  was  that  of  the  Advent  Church.  After  a  useful  life,  well  spent, 
he  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-six.  His  good  wife  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven. 
Mr.  Hunt  married  Jane  E.  Lane,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Lane.  These 
good  people  were  born  in  England.  They  came  to  America  on  a  sailing  vessel, 
the  voyage  taking  eighteen  weeks.  It  was  on  this  trip  that  the  daughter,  Jane 
E.,  was  born.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hunt  were  the  parents  of  four  children :  Mary  O., 
Della,  Laura  L.  and  Grant  U. 

Grant  U.  Hunt,  a  respected  farmer  of  Section  6,  east,  Chetek  Township, 
was  born  in  Monroe  County,  this  state,  Nov.  30,  1863,  the  son  of  John  W.  and 
Jane  E.  (Lane)  Hunt.  He  was  a  small  child  when  the  family  moved  to  Chip¬ 
pewa  County,  and  fourteen  when  the  family  came  to  Barron  County.  He  helped 
his  father  develop  a  farm.  For  a  number  of  winters  he  worked  in  the  woods 
and  on  river  drives.  For  seven  summers  he  worked  on  farms  in  the  Dakotas. 
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In  1896  he  took  over  56  acres  of  the  home  farm  and  this  he  has  since  operated. 
Here  he  now  carries  on  general  farming,  making  a  specialty  of  Guernsey 
cattle  and  Poland  China  swine.  He  is  in  every  way  a  most  estimable  citizen 
and  stands  high  with  all  who  know  him.  He  is  a  public  spirited  citizen,  be¬ 
lieves  in  everything  that  is  for  the  best  interests  of  the  community,  and  takes 
his  share  in  every  forward  move.  His  greatest  joy  has  been  taken  in  his  family 
and  in  his  home,  and  he  and  his  good  wife  delight  in  keeping  open  house  to 
all  their  friends.  Mr.  Hunt  was  married  at  New  Auburn,  Wis.,  on  June  24, 
1906,  to  Zoula  Dell  Baxter,  who  was  born  in  St.  Croix  County,  Wis.,  Aug.  25, 
1888,  to  Henry  J.  and  Helena  (Finch)  Baxter,  natives  of  New  York  state,  who 
farmed  many  years  in  Wisconsin.  The  father  now  lives  in  Alberta,  Canada, 
and  the  mother  died  July  12,  1900.  In  the  family  there  were  five  children: 
Harry  Dane,  Zoula  Dell,  Alta  Vista,  Robert  Buell  and  Pearl  Lena.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hunt  have  three  children:  Lester  Buell,  who  was  born  Oct.  3,  1907; 
Thelma  Janette,  who  was  born  June  2,  1910,  and  Grant  Eugene,  who  was  born 
March  19,  1916  and  died  May  9,  1921.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church. 

Peder  Haagensen,  a  respected  farmer  of  Section  17,  Dovre  Township, 
ranks  well  among  the  foremost  men  of  the  community.  He  was  born  in  Nor¬ 
way,  June  7,  1857,  one  of  the  eleven  children  of  Haagen  Rogstad  and  his  wife, 
Anne  Anderson,  who  spent  the  span  of  their  years  in  that  country.  The  others 
in  the  family  who  grew  to  adult  years  were:  Anna,  Jorgen,  Ole,  Eli,  Julia  and 
Eliza.  Peder  was  reared  and  educated  in  Norway  and  was  there  married.  He 
brought  his  family  to  America  in  1903,  reaching  Chetek  June  5.  For  two  years 
he  rented  farms.  Then  he  bought  a  tract  of  eighty  acres  in  Dovre  Township, 
not  far  from  New  Auburn.  A  log  house  had  been  erected  on  the  place,  and 
ten  acres  had  been  broken.  Here  they  started  to  establish  their  fortunes.  They 
began  with  one  horse  and  one  cow  and  but  little  in  the  way  of  tools  and  equip¬ 
ment.  Later  they  bought  another  horse  and  so  had  a  pair  to  help  in  breaking 
the  land.  They  put  up  a  frame  house  and  a  log  barn  and  developed  a  nice  little 
place.  In  1913  they  sold  the  farm  to  their  son,  Alfred,  and  moved  to  their 
present  place  of  160  acres  in  Section  17.  They  have  a  good  house  and  barns, 
and  a  silo  and  sheds  which  they  have  built  since  coming  here.  He  carries  on 
general  farming  and  dairying  and  has  a  good  herd.  He  and  his  family  attend 
the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church  at  Dovre.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haagensen  are  num¬ 
bered  among  the  best  people  in  the  community.  They  have  raised  a  good  family, 
they  have  taken  their  share  ip  everything  that  they  have  believed  to  be  for 
the  best  interests  of  the  community,  and  their  home  is  one  of  the  social  centers 
of  the  community.  Mr.  Haagensen  was  married  in  Norway  Nov.  2,  1889,  to 
Antoinette  Ameson,  who  was  born  in  Norway  March  20,  1863,  the  daughter 
of  Arne  Aaseth  and  Elizabeth  Sorenson,  his  wife,  and  the  widow  of  Benedik 
Gulbrandson,  by  whom  she  had  two  children:  George,  born  Sept.  17,  1884,  and 
Alfred,  born  Feb.  14,  1886.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haagensen  have  eight  children: 
Andrew,  born  July  22,  1890;  Haagen,  born  Dec.  25,  1891;  Lena,  born  March  3, 
1894;  Ole,  born  April  1,  1897,  a  veteran  of  the  World  War;  Peder,  born  July  2, 
1899,  now  deceased;  Anna,  born  March  14,  1901;  Bernhard  Curtis,  bom  June 
28,  1905;  and  Benedik,  bora  Aug.  30,  1907. 

Charles  J.  Holter,  a  well-to-do  farmer  owning  200  acres  of  good  land  in 
Section  33,  Dovre  Township,  was  born  in  Norway,  Sept.  21,  1867,  the  oldest 
of  the  five  children  of  Sever  and  Karen  Holter,  also  natives  of  that  country. 
The  other  children  were  Alvilda,  Christ  and  Sana,  born  in  Norway,  and  Caro¬ 
line,  born  in  America.  The  family  came  to  America  in  1884,  and  found  their 
way  to  Duluth.  May  6,  1884,  they  bought  a  tract  of  160  acres  in  Section  33, 
Dovre  Township,  Barron  County,  and  moved  into  the  place,  Jan.  10,  1886.  A  ' 
small  cabin  had  been  built  across  the  road  from  the  present  home,  and  about 
eight  acres  had  been  cleared.  They  started  farming  with  one  cow.  For  a 
time  they  had  no  other  animals.  Hardships  were  many  before  the  family  got 
a  good  start.  The  father  cleared  up  the  land  little  by  little  and  raised  what 
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he  could.  Trips  to  market,  carrying  butter  and  eggs  for  which  only  a  very 
small  price  was  received,  and  bringing  back  provisions,  were  made  afoot. 
The  mother  found  time  to  spin  and  knit,  not  only  providing  her  household 
with  mittens,  socks  and  jackets,  but  also  helping  out  the  family  income  by 
selling  her  handiwork  among  the  neighbors.  At  times  she  was  left  alone  with 
the  children  for  months,  for  her  husband,  who,  in  Norway  had  been  a  drive 
foreman,  worked  for  eight  seasons  in  the  lumber  woods  of  this  state.  Thus 
working  to  build  up  a  home,  they  achieved  success,  and  became  substantial  and 
respected  people  of  the  community.  The  father  served  for  a  time  as  a  member 
of  the  school  board.  After  a  useful  and  well  spent  life,  he  died  May  3,  1917. 
He  was  born  Nov.  10,  1844.  His  wife  is  now  eighty-one  years  of  age,  having 
been  born  April  4,  1841.  Charles  J.  was  educated  in  his  native  land  and  at  the 
age  of  ten  started  working  on  lumber  drives,  running  errands  and  making 
himself  generally  useful.  He  came  to  America  with  the  rest  of  the  family  in 
1884  and  to  Dovre  Township  in  1885.  For  a  few  seasons  he  went  into  the  lum¬ 
ber  woods  with  his  father,  but  most  of  his  years  have  been  devoted  to  farming. 
He  has  an  excellent  farm  of  200  acres,  including  the  old  homestead  of  his 
father.  The  old  log  house  has  been  built  over  into  a  pleasant  residence,  and. 
he  has  put  up  a  fine  set  of  farm  buildings.  He  has  a  commodious  barn,  36  by 
64  feet,  49  feet  from  the  ground  to  peak,  and  provided  with  a  full  eight-foot 
basement.  The  side  barn  is  16  by  64  feet,  and  the  horse  barn,  48  by  18 
feet.  There  are  two  silos,  one  of  stone,  14  by  33  feet,  and  the  other  of 
glazed  tile,  12  by  36  feet.  His  other  buildings  are  fully  in  keeping  and  in¬ 
clude  wagon  shed,  work  shed,  granary  and  other  structures.  On  this  place 
he  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  stock  raising,  making  a  spe¬ 
cialty  of  Holstein  cattle,  Belgian  horses,  Shropshire  sheep  and  red  Duroc  swine. 
He  is  a  stockholder  In  the  Spring  Hill  Creamery,  where  he  disposes  of  his 
cream.  In  public  affairs  he  has  done  his  duty  as  a  good  citizen,  and  has 
served  three  years  as  a  member  of  the  town  board  and  twelve  years  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  school  board.  Mr.  Holter  was  married  on  June  24,  1897,  at  Dovre, 
to  Mary  Newman,  the  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Marit  (Anderson)  Newman. 
She  was  born  in  this  township  on  Jan.  29,  1871.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holter  have  nine 
children:  Clara,  Elma,  Clarence,  Mabel,  George,  Anna,  Leonard,  Edith  and 
Carl.  Clara  is  the  wife  of  Alex.  Jensen,  of  Dovre  Township. 

Carl  Osberg,  an  early  settler  of  Section  15,  Dovre  Township,  and  now  liv¬ 
ing  retired  in  Chetek  Township,  was  born  in  Sweden,  June  6,  1835,  and  was 
there  reared  and  educated.  He  came  to  America  in  1862,  and  located  in  Am¬ 
herst,  in  Portage  County,  this  state.  After  he  had  earned  sufficient  funds,  he 
sent  for  Mary  Peterson,  whom  he  had  known  in  the  old  country.  She,  like 
himself,  came  aboard  a  sailing  vessel,  the  voyage  taking  about  three  weeks. 
They  were  married  July  12,  1869.  They  bought  a  place  near  Amherst,  and  there 
farmed  for  years.  There,  three  children  were  born,  Ellen,  Inga  and  Tena. 
In  1873,  the  family  started  out  for  Barron  County.  They  came  as  far  as  Eau 
Claire,  by  rail,  hired  a  man  to  bring  them  as  far  as  Sand  Creek,  in  Dunn 
County,  with  a  team  of  horses,  and  there  secured  a  yoke  of  oxen  to  bring  them 
to  Barron  County,  Mr.  Osberg  himself  making  the  trip  from  there  afoot.  On 
the  place  which  they  selected  in  Section  15,  two  small  log  cabins  were  stand¬ 
ing,  erected  by  the  pioneer  whose  homestead  rights  they  had  purchased.  They 
moved  their  household  goods  into  one  of  these,  and  started  to  develop  a  farm. 
At  first  they  had  but  little  to  do  with.  Soon  they  got  a  cow  and  later  a  yoke 
of  oxen.  There  were  no  roads,  and  often  Mr.  Osberg  walked  to  Sand  Creek, 
after  supplies,  bringing  the  provisions  home  on  his  back.  For  some  years,  in 
order  to  get  a  start,  he  worked  in  lumber  camps  in  the  winter  time,  leaving 
*  his  wife  to  look  after  things  at  home.  Later  he  took  contracts  getting  out  logs 
and  ties.  As  time  passed  he  was  able  to  devote  all  his  time  to  his  farm.  He 
developed  a  good  place  and  successfully  carried  on  farming  operations  for 
many  years.  As  the  father  of  children,  he  was  interested  in  education,  and 
did  good  service  on  the  school  board.  After  a  useful  career,  he  sold  the  place 
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in  1899  to  his  son,  Charles,  and  took  up  his  home  with  a  daughter,  Tena,  wife 
of  Christopher  Johnson,  of  Chetek  Township,  this  county.  In  addition  to  the 
children  named,  four,  Oscar,  Lena,  Charles  and  Anna,  were  born  in  this 
county. 

Charles  Osberg,  a  prominent  farmer  of  Section  15,  Dovre  Township,  was 
born  on  the  place  where  he  still  lives,  June  20,  1880,  the  son  of  Carl  and  Mary 
(Peterson)  Osberg,  early  settlers.  His  natal  place  was  the  old  log  cabin  built 
by  his  father,  roofed  over  with  birch  bark,  a  piece  of  which  roofing  is  still 
retained  in  the  family  as  a  valuable  relic.  He  was  reared  on  the  home  place, 
and  attended  school  in  the  neighborhood.  As  a  young  man,  he  gradually 
assumed  the  duties  of  the  home  place,  and  in  1899  bought  it.  He  has  put  up 
a  pleasant  nine-room  house,  a  barn,  34  by  86  feet,  and  other  suitable  buildings. 
Here  he  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  raising  Short¬ 
horn  cattle,  of  which  he  has  a  registered  sire,  full-blooded  Hampshire  swine, 
and  a  good  grade  of  Percheron  horses.  Mr.  Osberg  is  a  thorough  believer  in 
the  co-operative  effort  among  the  farmers,  and  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Farm¬ 
ers’  Co-operative  Creamery  of  Chetek,  and  the  telephone  company  and  farmers’ 
store  at  New  Auburn,  and  the  packing  plant  at  New  Richmond,  and  in  several 
of  these  concerns  has  held  office.  In  public  affairs  he  has  taken  his  part  as  a 
good  citizen,  and  has  done  most  excellent  service  on  the  school  board  and  on 
the  town  board.  He  keeps  himself  well  informed  on  all  the  topics  of  the  day, 
has  most  decided  opinions  as  to  the  trend  of  modern  events,  and  is  possessed 
of  a  sound  judgment,  which  is  much  respected  by  his  neighbors  and  associates. 
Mr.  Osberg  was  married  at  Chippewa  Falls,  Nov.  26,  1910,  to  Ellen  Carlson, 
who  was  born  in  Waukegan,  Ill.,  Aug.  28,  1892,  the  daughter  of  Emil  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  Carlson,  the  former  of  whom  died  in  Chetek  Township,  and  the  latter  of 
whom  still  lives  there.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Osberg  have  three  children:  Melvin, 
Elsie  and  Roland. 

Gerhard  Alvin  Moe,  one  of  the  active  and  energetic  young  farmers  of 
Dovre  Township,  is  one  of  the  leaders  among  the  young  people  of  his  neighbor¬ 
hood,  and  is  already  well  along  the  road  to  success  and  prominence  in  life. 
He  was  born  in  a  log  cabin  on  the  place  where  he  now  resides,  Jan.  28,  1895; 
the  son  of  Jens  Martin  and  Petra  (Jorstad)  Moe,  and  the  grandson  of  GuJ- 
brand  and  Ingeborg  (Holme)  Moe,  the  pioneers.  The  log  cabin  in  which  he 
was  born,  augmented  by  his  father  into  a  comfortable  farm  house,  is  still  the 
family  residence.  Gerhard  was  reared  here,  learned  farming  from  his  father, 
and  attended  the  district  schools.  He  now  operates  the  place  along  approved 
modern  lines.  He  keeps  well  abreast  of  the  latest  developments  in  agricul¬ 
ture,  and  is  a  progressive  and  intelligent  citizen.  Like  his  father  before  him, 
he  specializes  in  Holstein  cattle,  Hampshire  swine  and  Percheron  horses.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Spring  Hill  Creamery,  which  his  father  helped  to  organize. 
He  has  been  especially  active  in  the  affairs  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church, 
at  Dovre,  and  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Young  People’s  Society  of  the 
Congregation.  Mr.  Moe  was  married  in  Dovre  Township,  Aug.  4,  1917,  to  Min¬ 
nie  Christopherson,  who  was  born  in  Dunn  County,  May  10,  1896,  the  daughter 
of  Otto  and  Hannah  (Hanson)  Christopherson.  This  union  has  been  blessed 
with  two  children:  Clifford  James,  born  Nov.  15,  1918;  and  Jerome  Marvin, 
born  Nov.  6,  1920. 

Ole  Hanson  Lear,  for  many  years  a  resident  of  Dovre  Township,  where  he 
is  now  living  retired,  was  born  in  Norway,  May  28,  1852,  the  son  of  Hans  and 
Olea  Lear,  who  came  from  Norway  in  1884,  and  after  reaching  Barron  County, 
settled  in  Section  13,  Dovre  Township,  where  they  first  built  a  log  cabin  and 
later  developed  a  good  farm,  being  joined  in  time  by  their  son,  Ole  Hanson. 
Ole  Hanson  Lear  was  reared  in  his  native  land  and  was  there  married,  Dec. 
28,  1880,  to  Karen  Lear,  daughter  of  Peter  and  Ingeborg  Lear.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ole  Hanson  Lear  came  to  America  in  1886,  found  their  way  to  Barron  County, 
and  moved  into  the  log  cabin  built  by  her  father,  Peter  Lear.  Here  they  con¬ 
tinued  to  farm  for  many  years.  They  found  the  land  a  wilderness,  and  de- 
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veloped  it  into  a  garden  spot.  Their  efforts  were  crowned  with  success,  and  in 
time  they  came  to  be  regarded  as  among  the  most  respected  members  of  the 
community.  Their  home  was  one  of  the  social  centers  of  the  neighborhood,  and 
their  doors  were  always  open  to  their  friends,  who  held  many  a  social  gathering 
by  their  hospitable  fireside.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lear  sold  their  place  in  1916  to  their 
son,  Peter  0.,  with  whom  they  now  reside.  They  are  communicants  of  the 
Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Peter  O.  Lear,  a  prominent  farmer  of  Section  13,  Dovre  Township,  was 
born  in  Norway,  Oct.  27,  1883,  the  son  of  Ole  Hanson  Lear  and  Karen  Lear,  and 
grandson  of  Hans  and  Olea  Lear,  and  of  Peter  and  Ingeborg  Lear.  He  was 
brought  to  this  country  by  his  parents  in  1886,  and  was  reared  to  manhood  on 
Section  13,  Dovre  Township,  where  he  learned  farming  from  his  parents  and 
attended  school.  He  assisted  in  developing  the  farm,  and  in  1915  he  purchased 
it.  He  raises  the  usual  crops,  and  does  general  farming  with  a  herd  of  graded 
Guernseys.  He  has  been  on  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Spring  Hill  Cream¬ 
ery  Co.  and  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Consumers’  Store  and  the  Farmers’  Co-opera¬ 
tive  Store  at  Chetek.  In  public  life  he  has  taken  his  share  as  a  good  citizen, 
and  has  served  for  six  years  as  a  member  of  his  school  board.  He  and  his 
family  attend  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church  at  Dovre.  Mr.  Lear  was  mar¬ 
ried  May  23,  1914,  to  Olga  Nelson,  born  in  Ashland,  Wis.,  Sept.  29,  1896,  the 
daughter  of  Peter  and  Maria  Nelson.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  three 
children:  Olive  Paulina,  born  Jan.  30,  1916;  Kenneth  Magnus,  born  July  30, 
1917 ;  and  Morris  Elwin,  born  Nov.  14,  1919. 

Emil  Carl  Allen,  a  highly  esteemed  and  respected  farmer  of  Section  14, 
Dovre  Township,  was  born  in  Sweden,  Nov.  29,  1863,  the  son  of  John  and 
Louisa  Allen,  one  of  a  family  of  eight  children,  of  whom  three  boys  and  two 
girls  came  to  the  United  States.  Emil  Carl  was  reared  in  his  native  land  and 
there  grew  to  young  manhood.  He  came  to  America  in  1888,  and  located  at 
Battle  Creek,  Mich.  A  year  later  he  went  to  Chicago.  There  he  worked  in 
brick  yards  and  on  street  paving  contracts  for  some  years.  Then  he  spent  a 
little  time  in  Ohio.  In  1898  he  located  on  his  present  place  of  120  acres.  No 
buildings  had  been  erected,  and  the  land  was  covered  with  brush  and  stumps. 
He  put  up  a  small  frame  house,  about  a  mile  north  of  his  present  buildings, 
and  there  he  and  his  wife  and  three  children  started  home  making.  He  had 
nothing  except  his  hands  and  a  few  tools  with  which  to  farm.  More  than  that, 
he  was  in  debt  for  the  money  he  had  borrowed  to  get  his  wife  and  family  from 
Ohio.  The  first  fall  he  bought  a  cow  with  borrowed  money.  He  also  pur¬ 
chased  a  horse,  harness  and  wagon.  In  order  to  secure  a  little  money  to  get 
straightened  up  and  to  keep  the  family  going  until  the  farm  became  profitable, 
he  worked  for  nine  winters  in  the  lumber  woods.  During  these  long,  hard  sea¬ 
sons,  the  wife  was  left  alone  with  the  children,  sometimes  snowed  in  for  weeks 
at  a  time,  and  with  visits  from  neighbors  very  few  and  far  between.  As  time 
passed,  their  hard  work,  sacrifices  and  privations,  brought  well-deserved  re¬ 
ward.  They  now  have  a  good  place,  with  an  excellent  set  of  buildings  and 
well  tilled  land.  They  have  been  useful  members  of  the  community  ever  since 
they  first  settled  here,  and  they  are  well  regarded  by  all  who  know  them.  Mr. 
Allen  was  married  at  Chicago,  on  Aug.  27,  1892,  to  Mary  Malmquist,  who  was 
born  in  Sweden,  Aug.  13,  1886,  the  daughter  of  John  Erick  and  Caroline  Malm¬ 
quist,  and  came  to  America  in  1887.  Three  children,  Egbert,  Roy  and  Walter 
(deceased),  were  born  in  Chicago.  Egbert  and  Roy  both  served  in  the  United 
States  forces  during  the  World  War.  The  children  born  on  the  home  place 
were:  Joseph,  Edward  (deceased),  Leslie,  Gertrude  and  Irene.  Joseph  now 
operates  the  home  farm.  He  was  born  March  20,  1899,  was  reared  here,  at¬ 
tended  the  district  school,  and  learned  farming  from  his  father.  He  is  well 
liked  throughout  the  community  and  is  one  of  the  township’s  energetic  and 
enterprising  young  men.  He  is  interested  in  everything  that  has  for  its  object 
the  growth  and  progress  of  the  community,  and  is  already  well  on  the  road  to 
success. 
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Hans  Johnson,  substantial  and  respected  citizen  of  Sections  17  and  18, 
Dovre  Township,  was  born  in  Norway,  Dec.  11,  1863,  the  youngest  son  of  Chris 
and  Anne  Johnson.  He  attended  school  for  a  while  in  his  native  land,  and 
there  grew  to  sturdy  boyhood.  He  was  but  fifteen  when  his  father  brought  him 
and  his  brother,  John,  to  America,  and  settled  in  Vernon  County,  this  state. 
There,  the  next  year,  the  mother  and  three  other  children,  joined  them.  In 
1872  they  came  to  Barron  County,  and  located  in  Section  30,  Dovre  Township, 
on  a  homestead  of  160  acres  of  wild  land.  There  the  father  built  a  log  cabin 
in  which  the  family  lived  for  several  years.  He  was  somewhat  better  off  than 
some  of  his  neighbors,  in  that  he  had  two  yoke  of  oxen,  and  with  these  he 
began  to  clear  up  the  land.  There  were  no  roads,  and  often  he  walked  to  Sand 
Creek,  Chippewa  Falls  and  Eau  Claire,  bringing  provisions  home  on  his  back. 
The  father  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine  and  the  mother  at  the  age  of  ninety. 
They  were  devout  believers  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  faith,  and  helped  to 
build  the  church  at  Dovre.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  worked  with  his  father 
on  the  farm  summers  and  in  the  woods  winters.  Gradually  he  took  over  the 
responsibilities  of  the  home  place,  and  operated  it  for  several  years.  In  1866 
he  located  on  his  present  place  in  Sections  17  and  18.  It  was  then  all  wild. 
He  built  a  log  house,  moved  his  family  into  it,  and  began  clearing  up  the 
land.  As  time  passed,  he  developed  a  good  farm.  He  remodeled  the  log  house 
into  the  present  frame  dwelling,  he  put  up  a  good  barn,  and  other  buildings, 
and  acquired  good  equipment.  Here  he  continued  to  carry  on  general  farm¬ 
ing.  He  has  served  on  the  school  board,  and  in  other  ways  also  has  contributed 
his  share  to  the  general  progress  of  the  community.  He  was  married  at  the 
Fox  Settlement  in  Dunn  County,  in  1876,  to  Anna  Grandly,  who  was  born  in 
Norway,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Anna  Grandly.  She  died  in  1911,  at  the 
age  of  fifty-eight,  leaving  five  children:  Carl,  of  this  township;  Carrie,  who 
lives  at  home ;  Anna,  the  wife  of  Albert  Capp,  of  Chippewa  Falls,  Wis. ;  Emma, 
at  home;  and  Martha,  the  wife  of  Alfred  Lund,  of  Hawkins,  Wis. 

Carl  Johnson,  a  progressive  citizen  of  Sections  17  and  18,  Dovre  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  at  Eau  Claire,  March  26,  1874,  the  son  of  Hans  and  Anna 
(Grandly)  Johnson.  He  was  twelve  years  old  when  his  parents  moved  to  their 
present  place,  eighty  acres  of  which  he  now  owns.  He  was  reared  here,  at¬ 
tended  the  little  log  schoolhouse  of  the  district,  and  thoroughly  learned  farm¬ 
ing  from  his  father.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  started  to  spend  his  winters 
in  the  woods  as  an  employe  of  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  The  first  winter  was  a  hard 
one  for  the  boy,  away  from  home  for  the  first  time,  and  some  of  the  experi¬ 
ences  are  ones  which  he  will  never  forget.  On  the  day  he  started,  he  arose  at 
two  o’clock,  on  the  morning  of  a  cold  day,  and  walked  to  Rice  Lake,  arriving 
there  in  time  to  catch  the  teams  which  left  there  at  six  o’clock  in  the  morn¬ 
ing.  His  pay  was  $20  a  month,  hnd  board  and  lodging.  The  work  was  most 
strenuous,  and  consisted  of  sawing  the  big  pine  trees  by  hand.  No  one  could 
shirk,  for  work  was  scarce  and  help  was  plentiful,  and  anyone  who  did  not 
do  his  full  share  was  soon  replaced  by  someone  else.  Mr.  Johnson  continued 
in  this  work  for  ten  seasons.  In  1909  he  took  over  eighty  acres  of  the  home 
place,  and  there  he  now  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  stock 
raising.  As  a  father  of  children,  he  is  interested  in  education,  and  has  served 
with  credit  on  the  school  board.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers’  Co-opera¬ 
tive  Creamery  of  Chetek.  Mr.  Johnson  was  married  at  Chetek  on  June  4,  1908, 
to  Karen  Strooseth,  who  was  born  in  Norway,  Jan.  16,  1886,  the  daughter  of 
John  and  Johanna  Strooseth.  She  arrived  in  Barron  County,  May  17,  1907, 
and  well  remembers  that  day,  as  she  was  driven  into  the  county  through  a 
blinding  snow  storm.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  have  four  children:  Arthur, 
Henry,  Mabel  and  Harold.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran 
Church. 

Jacob  Peter  Hoffman,  miller,  merchant  and  farmer,  ranks  well  among  the 
leading  and  substantial  men  of  Prairie  Farm  Village.  He  was  born  in  Jackson 
Township,  Washington  County,  Wis.,  Nov.  16,  1851,  the  son  of  Peter  and  Cath- 
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erine  (Smith)  Hoffman.  These  good  people  were  born  in  the  Rhine  region  in 
Germany,  and  were  there  reared  and  married.  They  came  to  this  country  as 
young  people,  being  just  31  days  on  the  water.  They  settled  on  a  farm  in  the 
woods  in  Jackson  Township,  Washington  County,  this  state,  and  here  started  to 
establish  their  fortunes.  Milwaukee,  their  trading  point,  was  twenty-six  miles 
away,  and  he  often  made  the  trip  there  afoot,  bringing  home  provisions  on  his 
back.  In  time  he  built  up  a  good  farm.  He  took  his  part  in  the  affairs  of  the 
community  and  served  for  some  twenty  years  as  clerk  of  his  school  district. 
He  was  also  active  in  the  German  Lutheran  Church.  Jacob  Peter  was  born 
in  a  log  cabin  on  his  father’s  farm,  and  attended  a  log  schoolhouse  in  the 
neighborhood.  This  was  a  real  pioneer  school,  built  by  the  early  settlers  with 
their  own  hands.  The  benches  were  hewed  out  of  rough  logs,  and  all  the  fur¬ 
nishings  were  most  primitive.  When  he  was  a  young  man  his  father  bought  a 
flour  mill  at  Young  America,  Washington  County,  Wis.  There  young  Jacob 
Peter  learned  the  milling  trade.  In  1876  he  decided  to  start  out  for  himself. 
He  came  to  Chippewa  Falls,  in  Chippewa  County,  this  state,  on  the  railroad, 
and  then  walked  to  Rice  Lake,  where  he  secured  a  homestead.  This  he  sold 
some  time  later.  The  first  winter  he  worked  in  the  woods.  In  the  spring  of 
1877  he  entered  the  employ  of  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  in  their  mill  at  Rice  Lake, 
acting  as  second  miller,  and  having  charge  of  the  establishment  nights.  In 
the  fall  of  1877  he  was  sent  to  Prairie  Farm,  to  take  charge  of  the  Knapp, 
Stout  &  Co.  mill.  He  remained  in  thi§  employ  for  nearly  eighteen  years.  In 
1893  the  Prairie  Farm  Milling  Co.  was  organized,  took  over  the  mill,  and  con¬ 
verted  it  into  a  roller  mill,  of  which  Mr.  Hoffman  remained  in  charge.  He  was 
the  president  of  the  company,  F.  F.  Tibbetts  was  vice-president,  and  George  E. 
Scott,  the  merchant,  was  secretary  and  treasurer.  In  1900,  Mr.  Hoffman  sold 
out  to  Mr.  Scott,  and  engaged  in  the  general  mercantile  business  at  Prairie 
Farm,  with  a  flour  and  feed  establishment  in  connection.  The  firm  name  was 
J.  P.  Hoffman  &  Son.  In  1910  the  place  was  burned  down,  and  Mr.  Hoffman 
did  not  resume  the  business.  In  the  meantime,  he  had  purchased  a  farm  in 
Section  27,  Prairie  Farm  Township,  and  had  moved  his  family  on  it.  There 
he  lived  and  farmed  while  in  business  in  the  village.  He  had  a  good  place, 
which  he  brought  to  an  excellent  stage  of  development.  In  1914  he  sold  out 
and  moved  to  the  village,  where  he  erected  the  pleasant  home  where  he  now 
lives.  In  1891,  Mr.  Hoffman  helped  to  establish  the  Prairie  Farm  Co-operative 
Creamery  Association,  and  served  for  some  years  as  its  treasurer.  He  also  has 
other  interests.  He  has  been  prominent  in  the  endeavor  to  secure  railroad 
facilities  for  the  village.  He  and  his  family  are  loyal  in  their  support  of  the 
Evangelical  Church,  and  Mr.  Hoffman  has  been  clerk  of  its  Sunday  School  for 
some  twenty  years.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Maccabees.  He  has 
done  his  duty  in  every  way  as  a  good  citizen  and  is  held  in  the  highest  regard. 
Mr.  Hoffman  was  married  July  14,  1879,  at  Horicon,  in  Dodge  County,  this 
state,  to  Louisa  Weisensale,  who  was  born  in  Kliman  Township,  Dodge  County, 
this  state,  Feb.  13,  1854,  daughter  of  Martin  and  Fredericka  (Lindemur) 
Weisensale,  natives  of  Saxony,  Germany,  who  came  to  America  in  1853  and  set¬ 
tled  in  Dodge  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hoffman  have  one  son,  Louis  E.,  who  was 
born  in  Prairie  Farm  Township,  May  5,  1880,  attended  the  local  schools,  and  is 
now  a  prominent  lumberman  of  Clara  City,  South  Dakota.  He  married  Eva  C. 
Roemhild  and  they  have  one  child,  Floyd  L. 

Carl  Meisegeier,  for  some  years  a  resident  of  Clinton  Township,  now  de¬ 
ceased,  was  born  in  Saxony,  Germany,  and  was  there  reared  and  educated  and 
became  a  stone  mason.  As  a  young  man  he  married  Catherine  Bone,  and  they 
had  two  children,  Lizza  and  Lena,  born  in  that  country.  He  brought  the  family 
to  America  about  1877,  and  for  a  while  followed  his  trade  as  a  mason  in  She¬ 
boygan  County,  this  state.  He  came  to  Barron  County  about  1890  and  pur¬ 
chased  160  acres  of  wild  timber  land  in  Clinton  Township,  northwest  of  Bar¬ 
ron.  He  cleared  a  small  tract,  erected  some  buildings,  and  there  started  to 
make  a  home  for  himself  and  his  family.  Prosperity  came  with  the  years,  and 
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in  time  the  place  took  on  the  aspect  of  thrift  and  success.  The  original  build¬ 
ings  were  replaced  with  good  frame  structures,  and  the  timber  gave  way  to 
well  cultivated  fields.  Mr.  Meisegeier  was  a  believer  in  education  and  did  good 
service  as  a  member  of  the  school  board.  He  was  also  prominent  in  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church  at  Barron,  and  helped  to  build  and 
plaster  the  first  church  building  occupied  by  that  congregation.  He  and  his 
wife  are  both  dead.  The  children  born  in  this  country  were:  Charles,  Emma, 
William,  Bertha  and  Richard. 

Charles  Meisegeier,  a  representative  farmer  of  Section  32,  Stanley  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  Sheboygan  County,  Wisconsin,  June  28,  1881,  son  of  Carl 
and  Catherine  (Bone)  Meisegeier,  and  was  brought  to  Barron  County  when  he 
was  a  small  boy.  He  attended  school  in  Clinton  Township  and  grew  to  man¬ 
hood  on  the  home  farm,  helping  his  parents  clear  the  land  and  carry  on  farm¬ 
ing  operations.  In  1907  he  purchased  a  farm  in  Clinton  Township,  which  he 
successfully  operated  for  nine  years.  Then,  in  1916,  he  purchased  his  present 
farm  in  Section  32,  Stanley  Township.  He  has  continued  the  improvements  on 
the  place  and  cleared  more  of  the  land,  renovated  the  house  and  other  build¬ 
ings,  and  put  up  a  silo.  A  believer  in  modern  methods  and  machinery,  he  has 
equipped  his  home  and  farm  with  many  mechanical  conveniences.  He  has 
his  own  Delco  plant,  furnishing  electric  light  for  his  house,  barn  and  yards, 
he  has  a  seven-horse  power  Stanley  engine,  a  force  pump  for  the  water  in 
house  and  barn,  a  washing  machine  to  make  the  house  work  easier,  an  en¬ 
silage  cutter,  and  other  improvements.  Mr.  Meisegeier  successfully  carries  on 
general  farming  and  dairying,  and  makes  a  specialty  of  pure  bred  Holstein 
cattle  and  spotted  Poland-China  swine.  He  is  one  of  the  real  agricultural 
leaders  of  Barron  County,  and  is  a  recognized  factor  in  the  various  move¬ 
ments  which  are  maintaining  Barron  County’s  standing  as  the  leading  dairy 
county  of  the  state.  Mr.  Meisegeier  was  married  Dec.  4,  1907,  to  Rose  Welk, 
who  was  born  in  St.  Croix  County,  this  state,  July  4,  1886,  daughter  of  Herman 
and  Wilhelmina  (Tromps)  Welk,  who  were  born  in  Germany,  and  came  to  the 
United  States  in  the  seventies,  bringing  one  child,  who  died  on  shipboard.  Six 
children,  Josephine,  Edward,  Tillie,  Harry,  Marie  and  Rose  were  born  in  St. 
Croix  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Welk  were  devout  members  of  the  German  Luth¬ 
eran  Church,  and  helped  to  establish  the  congregation  in  their  neighborhood. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Meisegeier  have  four  children:  Beatrice,  born  June  1,  1908; 
Walter,  June  27,  1909;  Emgard,  born  Nov.  26,  1910;  Reynold,  born  June  3,  1913, 
and  Edward,  born  March  21,  1918. 

Erland  Berg  was  born  in  Norway,  Oct.  17,  1877,  the  son  of  Ole  and  Ger¬ 
trude  (Granum)  Berg,  also  natives  of  that  country,  who  came  to  America  in 
1884  and  located  in  Section  9,  Dallas  Township,  west,  where  they  became  sub¬ 
stantial  citizens  and  where  they  both  died.  Erland  Berg  was  seven  years  of 
age  when  he  was  brought  to  Barron  County.  He  attended  school  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood,  grew  to  manhood  on  the  farm,  and  learned  farming  from  his  father. 
As  a  young  man  he  bought  80  acres  of  land  which  he  later  sold.  In  1911  he 
bought  the  present  farm  of  80  acres  in  Section  13,  west,  and  there  he  got  a 
good  farm  started.  Then  his  health  failed.  With  courage  and  fortitude,  Mrs. 
Berg  took  over  the  management  of  the  place.  WTith  but  little  outside  assistance 
she  has  continued  the  development  of  the  place  and  has  built  it  up  into  a  good 
farm.  In  1919  she  built  a  new  granary  and  some  other  outbuildings.  Most 
of  the  place  is  now  rented,  but  she  retains  the  home  and  enough  land  for  a  gar¬ 
den  plot,  a  potato  field,  and  pasturage  for  a  few  dairy  cows.  Mrs.  Berg  is  held 
in  the  highest  respect  by  all  who  know  her  and  is  honored  for  her  worth  and 
her  unfailing  good  nature.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Berg  have  had  four  children :  Gina 
was  born  Nov.  21,  1906;  Alfred  was  born  Nov.  7,  1907;  Aden  was  born  Sept. 
20,  1909  and  died  Jan.  11,  1912;  Elmer  was  born  Aug.  20,  1911.  The  family 
faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Even  Erickson,  who  has  been  proprietor  of  a  planing  mill  in  Dallas  Vil¬ 
lage  since  1900,  has  a  substantial  establishment  which  he  erected  himself,  and 
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where  he  does  a  general  planing  business,  including  the  manufacture  of  sash, 
doors,  frames,  screens,  interior  finish,  stock  tanks,  beehives  and  supplies,  and 
other  things  belonging  to  a  general  line  of  mill  work.  He  is  the  present 
secretary  of  the  school  board,  was  one  of  the  first  village  trustees  after  the  in¬ 
corporation  of  the  village  in  1903,  and  holds  stock  in  the  Dallas  Telephone  Co. 
of  which  he  was  for  one  year  treasurer.  An  estimable  citizen  in  every  respect, 
he  is  well  regarded  throughout  the  community.  Even  Erickson  was  born  in 
Norway,  Jan.  13,  1862,  son  of  Erick  and  Dena  (Peterson)  Erickson,  natives  of 
Norway,  who  spent  the  span  of  their  years  there,  the  father  dying  Sept.  14, 
1920,  at  the  good  old  age  of  91  years,  and  the  mother  in  1887.  In  the  family 
there  were  six  children:  Even,  Ole,  Peter,  Bertina,  Pauline  and  Rena.  Even 
received  his  education  in  Norway  and  did  manual  labor  there.  In  1883  he  came 
to  America,  landing  at  Castle  Garden,  New  York,  and  coming  west  to  Eau 
Claire,  Wis.,  where  he  found  employment  in  the  sawmills  and  in  the  woods. 
In  the  summer  of  1884  he  came  to  Dallas,  Barron  County,  and  started  to  work 
for  a  blacksmith.  After  following  the  blacksmith’s  trade  for  ten  years,  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  Even  Amundson  and  bought  a  sawmill  of  J.  A. 
Anderson  of  this  place,  and  began  the  manufacture  of  lumber,  shingles  and 
lath.  After  a  year’s  time  he  bought  the  interest  of  Mr.  Amundson  and  con¬ 
tinued  the  business  alone.  In  the  year  1900  Mr.  Erickson  shut  down  the  saw¬ 
mill,  which  was  dismantled  and  sold,  and  in  the  same  year  built  the  planing 
mill  which  he  is  operating  at  the  present  time.  Mr.  Erickson  was  married 
June  30,  1902,  to  Ida  Anderson,  daughter  of  Andrew  Anderson  of  Maple  Grove 
Township.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  eight  children:  Dena,  born 
Aug.  1,  1904;  Elmer,  born  Oct.  18,  1906;  Ruth,  April  23,  1908;  Mildred,  Oct.  4, 
1910;  Paul,  June  6,  1912;  Myrtle,  June  2,  1914;  Bernie,  July  6,  1916;  and  Leon¬ 
ard,  Jan.  29,  1919.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church, 
and  Mr.  Erickson  is  now  treasurer  of  that  congregation. 

Norval  Severud,  garage  man  of  the  firm  of  Severud  &  Johnson,  Dallas, 
was  born  Feb.  18,  1886,  in  Maple  Grove  Township,  son  of  Ole  and  Lena  (Arin- 
son)  Severud,  natives  of  Norway,  who  came  to  America  in  1869  and  settled  in 
Dane  County,  Wisconsin,  from  which  in  1872  they  came  to  Barron  County  and 
took  a  homestead  of  160  acres  in  Section  36,  west,  Maple  Grove  Township. 
They  cleared  eighty  acres  and  built  a  good  set  of  buildings  and  there  farmed 
until  1912  when  they  rented  the  place  to  their  son,  Norval,  and  moved  to  Dallas 
where  the  father  still  resides,  the  mother  having  died  in  March,  1910.  In  the 
family  there  were  fourteen  children:  Henry,  Emma,  Nora  (deceased),  John, 
Nora,  Anna,  Norval,  Matilda,  Inga,  Oscar,  Albin,  Ella  (deceased),  Ella  and 
Clifford.  Norval  received  his  education  in  the  district  schools  and  remained 
with  his  parents  until  1906,  when  he  rented  the  home  place  and  carried  on 
farming,  spending  his  winters  working  in  sawmills.  In  1912  he  came  to  Dallas 
Village  and  bought  ten  acres  just  outside  the  village  limits  where  he  did 
truck  farming  and  worked  on  the  roads.  In  1913  he  purchased  a  clothing  store 
in  Dallas,  but  sold  out  two  years  later.  Then  until  1919  he  sold  farm  imple¬ 
ments.  In  that  year  he  engaged  in  his  present  business.  The  company  handles 
the  Chevrolet  motor  cars,  Allis-Chalmers  tractors,  and  the  Sunbeam  light  sys¬ 
tem.  It  is  doing  a  constantly  increasing  business  and  both  of  the  partners 
stand  high  in  the  community.  While  in  the  township  Mr.  Severud  served  on 
the  school  board.  He  is  a  member  of  Norwegian  Free  Church.  Mr.  Severud 
was  married  Oct.  30,  1908  to  Hannah  Wahl,  daughter  of  Ole  and  Olena  (John¬ 
son)  Wahl,  for  many  years  residents  of  Dallas,  but  now  deceased.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Severud  have  had  five  children:  Ruth,  bom  May  25,  1910;  Esther,  born 
April  20,  1913;  Lloyd,  born  May  23,  1916;  Chester,  deceased,  who  was  bora 
May  20,  1917,  and  Neva,  born  April  16,  1919,  who  died  April  23  the  same  year. 

Garrett  C.  Smith,  now  deceased,  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  early  raftsman, 
pioneer  of  several  Wisconsin  counties,  and  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  Dallas 
Township,  was  a  man  highly  esteemed  for  his  solid  worth  and  sterling  quali¬ 
ties.  He  was  a  typical  American  of  the  old  stock,  and  his  name  is  worthy  of 
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being  enrolled  among  the  names  of  those  who  by  their  hard  work  had  a  part  in 
making  Wisconsin  the  state  that  it  is  today.  Born  in  Ohio,  Nov.  28,  1840,  he 
was  brought  to  Wisconsin  by  his  parents  as  a  youth,  and  remained  with  them 
until  1860,  when  he  went  to  Necedah,  in  this  state,  to  learn  the  blacksmith 
trade.  While  there  he  enlisted  as  a  blacksmith,  Dec.  29,  1862,  in  Company  L, 
First  Wisconsin  Battalion,  Light  Artillery,  and  served  until  discharged  July 
18,  1865.  By  virtue  of  this  service  he  later  became  a  charter  member  of  William 
Pitts  Post,  No.  144,  G.  A.  R.,  and  was  active  in  its  affairs.  After  his  discharge 
from  the  army  he  resumed  his  trade  at  Necedah  for  a  while.  Then  he  became  a 
raftsman  on  the  Mississippi.  In  1867  he  took  a  claim  in  Dunn  County,  and  two 
years  later  located  at  Chippewa  City.  He  came  to  Dallas  in  1873,  and  in  the 
following  years  worked  at  his  trade  as  a  blacksmith,  and  also  operated  saw¬ 
mills  and  threshing  outfits.  In  1891  he  moved  to  Douglas  County,  Missouri, 
and  secured  80  acres  of  land,  a  part  of  which  he  cleared,  erected  a  good  set  of 
buildings,  and  there  farmed  successfully  until  his  death.  Sept.  28,  1902.  After 
his  decease  his  widow  came  back  to  Dallas  where  she  now  resides.  Mr.  Smith 
was  married  Jan.  1,  1888,  to  Catherine  Cole,  born  in  Richmond,  Virginia,  June 
3,  1862,  daughter  of  Seth  and  Mary  (Allen)  Cole.  This  union  has  been  blessed 
with  nine  children :  Nellie,  born  Dec.  3,  1888,  is  now  wife  of  James  Lingle,  of 
Dallas;  Leroy,  born  Dec.  3,  1889,  died  March  8,  1890;  Raymond,  born  June  1, 
1891,  is  now  in  Dallas;  Mildred,  born  May  27,  1893,  is  now  the  wife  of  Elmer 
Cox,  of  Dallas;  Andrew  was  born  June  14,  1895,  and  Hobert,  July  30,  1897; 
Esther,  born  Dec.  13,  1899,  is  now  Mrs.  Perry  Flanagan,  of  Dallas  Township; 
Hazel,  born  April  20,  1902,  is  now  Mrs.  Laren  Jump,  of  Wasea,  Minn.;  Ruby, 
born  Oct.  24,  1904,  is  at  home.  Hobert  was  drafted  for  service  in  the  World 
War  in  1918  and  served  five  months  at  Hattersburg.  Laren  Jump  enlisted  in 
1917,  among  the  first  in  Barron  County,  and  served  till  the  close  of  the  war; 
he  drove  an  ammunition  truck. 

Joseph  Pecore,  the  oldest  man  in  Barron  County,  and  one  of  its  pioneers, 
has  now  passed  the  century  mark  along  life’s  way,  and  is  still  vigorous  and 
hearty,  enjoying  the  life  of  the  present  day  and  taking  pleasure  in  the  doings 
of  the  several  younger  generations  that  he  has  seen  born  and  grow  to  years  of 
maturity.  As  time  has  moved  along  he  has  seen  his  youthful  friends  all  laid 
away  one  by  one,  but  the  fleeting  years  have  brought  him  new  friends,  and 
he  has  found  that  life  has  been  well  worth  the  living.  His  years  have  been 
well  spent,  he  has  seen  adventure  on  land  and  water,  and  he  has  played  well 
his  part  in  the  human  events  of  the  century  which  has  marked  the  span  of  his 
life.  Joseph  Pecore  was  born  in  St.  Lawrence  County,  New  York,  May  6,  1820. 
Left  an  orphan  at  a  tender  age,  he  started  out  for  himself  by  working  among 
neighbors  for  his  board.  He  was  but  twelve  years  of  age  when  he  became 
cook's  mate  on  the  Great  Lakes  vessel,  the  “Elecounto”.  Thereafter  he  spent 
several  years  of  his  youth  on  Great  Lake  boats  in  various  capacities.  As  a 
young  man  he  went  to  upper  Canada,  where  he  spent  three  decades  or  more, 
hewing  logs  in  the  winter  season,  and  planing  them  in  the  summer  season. 
Next  he  visited  various  states  on  the  Pacific  coast  looking  for  a  place  to  locate, 
and  witnessed  the  construction  of  the  railroad  from  Portland  to  Sacramento 
in  the  year  1870.  Then  he  found  his  way  to  Wisconsin,  and  squatted  on  160 
acres  of  school  land  in  Section  16,  west,  Dallas  Township,  where  he  sent  for 
his  family  who  were  then  living  in  Canada.  He  cleared  ten  acres,  erected  a  log 
cabin  and  a  crude  shed,  and  raised  a  small  crop.  The  next  year,  in  1872,  he 
left  his  squatter’s  claim  and  took  a  pre-emption  of  160  acres  in  Section  27, 
west,  in  the  same  township.  He  cleared  the  greater  part  of  the  tract,  erected 
a  set  of  log  buildings  and  there  farmed  until  1890.  Then  he  bought  160  acres 
in  Section  26,  west,  in  the  same  township,  on  which  he  lived  until  1903,  when 
he  retired.  In  his  long  years  of  farming  in  Dallas  Township,  he  had  cleared 
five  or  six  hundred  acres,  had  made  improvements  on  at  least  three  different 
tracts,  and  had  been  the  owner  at  one  time  or  another  of  1120  acres.  Not  only 
this,  but  he  had  found  time  for  considerable  public  service.  He  and  Wood- 
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bery  Grover  were  influential  in  getting  the  first  postoffice  started  in  Dallas 
Township.  He  helped  organize  the  township  and  served  as  its  first  treasurer. 
He  also  helped  to  organize  his  school  district  and  served  on  the  board  for  many 
years.  In  the  making  of  roads  he  was  also  very  active,  and  built  many  miles 
of  improved  highways.  When  he  retired  he  moved  to  the  village  of  Dallas, 
where  he  lived  until  March,  1919,  when  he  went  to  live  with  his  son,  Isaac,  in 
Dallas  Township.  Mr.  Pecore  was  married  Feb.  13,  1860,  to  Mary  Ward,  born 
in  London,  England,  July  14.  1841,  a  most  worthy  woman  who  shared  his  joys 
and  sorrows  through  many  years,  proved  an  ideal  wife  and  loving  and  thought¬ 
ful  mother,  and  passed  away  March  28,  1920,  causing  her  husband  his  greatest 
sorrow,  and  leaving  a  vacant  place  in  the  hearts  of  her  relatives  and  friends 
that  can  never  be  filled.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pecore  were  the  parents  of  fourteen 
children:  John  J.,  born  June  11,  1861,  died  July  7,  1864;  Joseph,  born  June 
13,  1863,  died  July  16,  1907;  Anthony,  born  Aug.  8,  1864,  now  resides  in  the 
village  of  Dallas;  Elizabeth,  born  Sept.  18,  1866,  is  the  wife  of  Wint  Grover  of 
Washington  state;  John  P.  was  born  Dec.  29,  1867,  and  died  June  1,  1904; 
Louis  A.  was  born  Feb.  20,  1870,  and  lives  on  the  home  farm  in  Dallas  Town¬ 
ship;  Isaac,  born  Oct.  14,  1871,  also  lives  in  Dallas  Township;  David,  born 
April  3,  1873,  died  May  2,  1873;  David,  born  Feb.  17,  1874,  also  lives  in  Dallas 
Township;  Priscilla,  born  April  6,  1875,  is  the  wife  of  Victor  Huot  of  Duluth, 
Minn.;  William,  born  Feb.  26,  1877,  is  in  Washington  state;  Francis  T.,  born 
Nov.  5,  1880,  died  Feb.  5,  1882;  Edward  T.,  born  Nov.  5,  1881,  now  lives  in  Bar¬ 
ron,  this  county;  Robert  D.,  born  April  27,  1883,  lives  in  Ridgeland,  Wis.  All 
these  children  have  been  given  a  good  start  in  life,  and  of  them  their  father 
is  justly  proud.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  in  the  summer  of  1920,  Mr.  Pecore 
took  a  trip  to  Duluth  alone  to  visit  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Victor  Huot.  From  there 
he  took  a  trip  to  Grand  Marie  by  motor,  a  distance  of  700  miles,  visiting  the 
Iron  Range.  He  also  inspected  several  plants  at  Duluth,  and  found  the  modern 
machinery  and  methods  of  the  greatest  interest.  He  has  an  excellent  memory 
of  men  and  events  during  his  long  life  and  is  a  most  pleasing  companion. 

Isaac  Pecore,  for  many  years  a  successful  farmer  in  Dallas  Township,  was 
born  in  this  township,  Oct.  14,  1871,  the  son  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (Ward) 
Pecore,  the  pioneers.  He  received  his  education  in  the  district  schools  and 
learned  farming  from  his  father,  also  doing  manual  labor  and  working  in  the 
woods  for  a  while.  In  1895  he  bought  200  acres  in  Section  34,  west,  in  his  na¬ 
tive  township.  He  cleared  and  broke  100  acres,  erected  a  set  of  buildings  and 
did  general  farming  there  until  1906,  when  he  traded  the  tract  for  240  acres 
in  Sections  29  and  32,  west,  in  the  same  township,  where  he  continued  general 
farming  and  dairying  until  1920,  when  he  rented  the  farm  to  his  sons,  Merritt 
L.  and  Warren.  He  has  served  on  the  school  board  of  his  district  for  three 
years,  and  is  now  road  superintendent  for  the  township.  Mr.  Pecore  was  mar¬ 
ried  March  13,  1891,  to  Lucy  Grover,  born  Nov.  6,  1869,  daughter  of  Woodbury 
and  Angeline  (Potter)  Grover.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  seven  chil¬ 
dren:  Merritt  L.  was  born  Oct.  9,  1893.  He  was  inducted  into  the  United 
States  service  April  27,  1918,  trained  with  the  Supply  Company  of  the  Third 
Infantry  at  Camp  Eagle  Pass,  Texas,  and  was  discharged  Feb.  10,  1919.  Ber¬ 
nice  was  born  Aug.  20,  1896,  and  died  April  28,  1902.  Angie  was  borp  June 
19,  1898,  and  is  the  wife  of  Emil  Tilseth  of  Ridgeland,  Wis.  Warren  was  born 
Sept.  13,  1901;  Freeman,  March  2,  1904;  John,  July  20,  1905,  and  Joseph  B., 
Aug.  26,  1909.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Anthony  Pecore,  living  in  a  pleasant  home  in  Dallas  Village,  and  owning 
two  good  farms  in  the  township,  is  one  of  the  leading  men  of  this  part  of  the 
county.  He  has  served  actively  in  numerous  public  offices,  and  has  fulfilled 
with  honor  every  trust  that  has  been  imposed  in  him.  He  was  born  in  the 
Province  of  Ontario,  Canada,  Aug.  8,  1864,  the  son  of  Joseph  and  Mary  Anna 
(Ward)  Pecore,  who  brought  him  to  Dallas  Township  in  1871.  Before  coming 
here  Anthony  had  attended  the  Canadian  schools,  and  after  his  arrival  he  con¬ 
tinued  his  education  in  the  schools  of  Dallas  Township.  He  learned  farming 
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from  his  father  and  for  some  years  remained  on  the  home  place.  In  1884  he 
bought  40  acres,  in  1885,  80  acres,  and  in  1892,  80  more  acres,  all  in  the  same 
section.  In  1888  he  put  up  a  good  set  of  buildings  and  in  time  got  125  acres 
cleared  up.  There  he  lived  for  fifteen  years,  operating  and  developing  the 
farm,  and  successfully  carrying  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  In  1903  he 
bought  some  lots  in  the  village  and  built  a  beautiful  modern  home,  where  he 
has  since  lived,  continuing,  however,  to  operate  the  farm.  In  1915  he  pur¬ 
chased  the  Amdall  Farm,  so-called,  in  Section  14,  Dallas  Township.  In  1918 
he  put  up  a  fine  dairy  barn  there.  It  is  furnished  with  the  Louden  equipment 
and  other  modern  fixtures.  An  electric  light  plant  has  been  installed  for  both 
house  and  barn.  This  place  is  occupied  by  the  son-in-law,  Vinton  -M.  Beggs. 
When  Mr.  Pecore  moved  to  the  village  he  put  up  a  flour  and  feed  store  which 
he  operated  until  1920.  In  1917  he  bought  a  potato  warehouse  which  he  is  still 
managing.  He  has  probably  had  as  active  part  in  the  upbuilding  of  Dallas 
Village  and  vicinity  as  any  man  living  here,  and  has  served  in  public  offices  for 
many  years.  In  1887  he  was  elected  clerk  of  Dallas  Township  and  served 
seven  years.  In  1894  he  was  elected  assessor  and  served  three  years.  In  1897 
he  became  chairman  of  the  town  board.  As  such  he  did  the  town  excellent 
service,  and  also  had  his  first  experience  as  a  member  of  the  county  board.  In 
1901  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  county  board  from  Dallas  Village.  In 
that  capacity  he  has  served  with  much  credit  at  intervals  for  fourteen  years. 
It  is  worthy  of  note  that  he  was  the  first  man  to  represent  Dallas  Village  on 
the  board  after  the  village  was  incorporated.  At  various  times  he  has  also 
served  as  a  member  of  the  village  council.  He  has  taken  stock  in  several  local 
enterprises  and  for  several  years  was  a  director  in  the  Oak  Grove  Farmers 
Mutual  Insurance  Co.  Mr.  Pecore  was  married  May  9,  1888,  at  Chetek,  Wis., 
to  Jessie  Babcock,  who  was  born  in  Chautauqua  County,  New  York  state,  June 
9,  1866,  the  daughter  of  Charles  and  Charlotte  (Walker)  Babcock.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Pecore  are  the  parents  of  three  children.  Alma  M.  was  born  March  11, 
1890,  and  is  the  wife  of  Vinton  M.  Beggs,  already  mentioned.  Elsie  R.  was  born 
Oct.  11, 1892,  and  is  the  wife  of  John  Randall  of  Dallas  Township.  Isla  F.  was 
born  Nov.  13,  1901,  and  is  a  stenographer  in  the  Curtis  Hotel  at  Minneapolis. 

John  O’Flanagan  was  born  in  Lakeland,  Minn.,  Oct.  23,  1856,  son  of  John 
and  Sallie  (Clark)  O’Flanagan.  He  received  his  education  in  Dunn  and  Bar¬ 
ron  counties  and  farmed  with  his  father  for  some  years.  He  also  worked  in 
sawmills.  In  1879  he  bought  forty  acres  and  later  eighty  more  in  section  33, 
west,  Dallas  Township.  Of  this  he  cleared  ninety-five  acres,  erected  a  set  of 
buildings  and  fences  and  carried  on  general  farming  until  March,  1920,  when 
he  retired  and  moved  to  Dallas.  He  now  rents  the  farm  to  his  son,  Claude  F. 
Mr.  O’Flanagan  was  married  Sept.  21,  1879,  to  Adelia  White,  who  was  born 
April  3,  1862,  daughter  of  Isaiah  and  Malissa  (White)  White,  farmers  of  Blue 
Earth  County,  Minnesota,  both  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  O’Flanagan  have 
had  twelve  children:  Elsie  C.  was  born  April  3,  1881,  and  died  Aug.  4,  the 
same  year.  Adolphus  W.  was  born  May  31,  1882,  and  is  now  a  Dunn  County 
farmer.  Silas  E.  was  born  July  16,  1884,  and  now  farms  in  Prairie  Farm 
Township.  Elmer  D.  was  born  Feb.  16,  1889,  and  also  farms  in  Prairie  Farm 
Township.  Olive  A.  was  born  July  10,  1893,  and  is  now  Mrs.  Fred  Frisle  of 
Dallas.  Claude  F.  was  born  June  27,  1895,  and  operates  his  father’s  farm. 
Lyle  was  born  March  15,  1897,  and  farms  in  Dallas  Township.  Grace  B.  was 
born  July  31,  1899,  and  died  April  8,  1900.  Maude  E.  was  born  Dec.  15,  1900, 
and  is  now  Mrs.  Edgar  Seeger,  of  Prairie  Farm  Township.  Winnie  was  born 
June  21,  1904,  and  makes  her  home  in  Dallas.  Esther  R.  was  born  July  25, 
1905,  and  is  at  home.  John  died  in  infancy. 

John  O’Flanagan  was  born  in  New  Jersey  and  there  married  Sallie  Clark 
of  Ohio.  They  came  west  as  young  people  and  lived  in  Minnesota  for  a  while, 
afterward  moving  to  Dunn  County,  Wisconsin.  In  the  early  seventies  they 
came  to  Barron  County  and  settled  on  a  homestead  of  160  acres  in  Section  27, 
west,  Dallas  Township,  then  a  wilderness.  He  cleared  entire  tract,  built  log 
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buildings  and  fences  and  there  lived  for  twelve  years.  The  end  of  that  period 
his  entire  property  was  swept  by  fire,  entailing  its  total  destruction.  He 
then  sold  out  and  bought  eighty  acres  in  Section  33,  west,  this  he  likewise 
cleared,  erected  buildings  and  fences  and  there  carried  on  general  farming, 
until  his  death  in  1900.  His  wife  died  ten  years  later.  Mr.  O’Flanagan  was  a 
man  of  excellent  education  and  taught  school  for  many  years,  he  also  served 
on  the  school  board  for  a  considerable  period.  In  the  family  there  were  eight 
children:  Darwin  (deceased),  Amelia  (deceased),  John,  Napoleon  (deceased), 
Andrew,  Claude,  Julia  and  Fidelia.  The  family  faith  was  at  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

Harry  McIntyre,  proprietor  of  a  harness  store  and  dealer  in  agricultural 
implements  and  machinery,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  Nov.  19,  1879,  son  of 
Sheldon  P.  and  Jane  (Walker)  McIntyre,  natives  respectively  of  New  York 
and  Pennsylvania,  who  brought  him  to  Chetek,  in  this  county,  where  he  con¬ 
tinued  the  schooling  that  he  had  started  in  his  native  state.  From  his  youth 
up,  he  was  an  expert  ball  player,  and  was  a  member  of  several  amateur  teams. 
In  1899  he  became  a  professional  ball  player  with  the  Sioux  Falls  team  of  the 
South  Dakota  League,  playing  ball  in  South  Dakota  in  the  ball  season,  and 
working  at  his  trade  as  a  harness  maker  the  rest  of  the  year.  In  1901  he  went 
to  Colfax,  Wis.,  where  he  likewise  played  ball  in  the  summer  and  worked  at  his 
trade  in  the  winter  for  two  years.  Then  in  1903  he  went  to  Hudson  where  he 
was  similarly  occupied  two  more  years.  In  1905  he  returned  to  Chetek,  and 
for  five  years  had  charge*  of  the  harness  department  of  the  Chetek  Lumber  & 
Supply  Co.  He  started  in  business  for  himself  at  Downing,  Wis.,  in  1910,  but 
eighteen  months  later,  in  1911,  came  to  Dallas,  and  opened  his  present  store. 
He  carries  a  general  line  of  leather  goods  and  does  harness  making  and  re¬ 
pairing.  He  also  carries  a  line  of  farm  implements  and  machinery  valued  at 
$10,000,  including  the  La  Crosse  tractors.  Mr.  McIntyre  is  active  in  the  affairs 
of  the  community  and  has  served  as  one  of  the  village  trustees  for  seven  years. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Yeomen.  Mr.  McIntyre  was  mar¬ 
ried  Sept.  12,  1900,  to  Tessie  Olinger,  born  July  26,  1881,  daughter  of  Nicholas 
and  Theresa  (Lomiller)  Olinger,  natives  respectively  of  Germany  and  Wiscon¬ 
sin.  Mr.  Olinger  came  to  America  in  1865,  and  settled  at  Fond  du  Lac,  this 
state,  where  he  was  in  business  until  1884,  and  then  going  to  South  Dakota, 
where  he  farmed  until  his  death,  June  1,  1911,  his  wife  still  living  in  that  state. 
In  the  Olinger  family,  there  were  ten  children:  Mary  (deceased),  Anna,  Emma, 
Rose,  Tessie,  John,  Fred,  Lewis  and  George.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McIntyre  have  three 
children:  Perry,  born  Feb.  7,  1902,  and  Charlotte,  born  Sept.  11,  1904,  living 
with  their  grandparents  in  Chetek,  and  attending  the  high  school  there;  and 
Franklin,  born  Sept.  10,  1906,  living  at  home  and  attending  the  Dallas  public 
schools.  The  family  worships  at  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

John  W.  Johnson,  garage  man  of  Dallas,  was  born  in  Norway,  June  27, 
1881,  son  of  John  and  Gurena  (Ellingson)  Wintroen,  natives  of  Norway,  who 
came  to  America  in  1888  and  settled  in  Dallas  Township,  this  county,  where 
they  bought  80  acres  in  Section  10,  west.  This  land  they  cleared  and  erected 
outbuildings  and  there  lived  for  twenty  years,  afterward  selling  to  their  son, 
Ellen,  and  purchasing  73  acres  in  Section  9,  west,  Dallas  Township,  a  part  of 
which  they  cleared  and  erected  a  barn  and  granary.  The  father  died  Dec. 
22, 1904,  and  the  mother,  Oct.  13, 1908.  In  the  family  were  nine  children :  Ellen, 
Gilbert,  John  W.,  Andrew,  Helena,  Mary,  Carrie,  Julia  and  Olive.  John  W.  re¬ 
ceived  his  education  in  the  district  schools  and  worked  for  his  father  until 
1897.  Then  for  some  years  he  was  employed  in  lumber  and  sawmill  work  in 
Sawyer  County.  In  1901  he  came  back  to  Dallas  and  took  charge  of  his  father’s 
farm.  He  went  to  Duluth  in  1905  as  an  employe  of  the  Duluth  &  Iron  Range 
Railway  Company.  In  1906  he  became  manager  of  the  Anderson  Hotel  in 
Dallas  Village.  Four  years  later  he  became  manager  of  the  Dallas  Warehouse 
of  the  M.  A.  Gedney  Pickle  Company.  He  went  to  California  in  1915  and  there 
worked  on  a  fruit  farm  but  the  next  year  returned  to  Dallas  and  resumed  his 
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employment  in  the  pickle  warehouse.  In  1919  he  formed  his  present  partner¬ 
ship  with  Norval  Severud  in  the  garage  business.  His  wife,  in  company  with 
Mrs.  Sofus  Moe,  operates  a  restaurant  in  a  building  which  Mr.  Johnson  pur¬ 
chased  in  1918.  Mr.  Johnson  was  married  May  24,  1906,  to  Minnie  Bunker,  born 
May  10,  1888,  daughter  of  Peter  and  Johanna  Bunker.  Her  parents  were  na¬ 
tives  of  Norway,  who  settled  at  an  early  date  at  Strum,  Trempealeau  County, 
Wisconsin.  From  that  locality  they  came  to  Barron  County,  in  1887,  settling 
on  a  farm  in  Dallas  Township.  Both  have  passed  away. 

Sofas  Moe,  manager  of  the  Northern  Supply  Company  warehouse  of  Dal¬ 
las,  was  born  June  21,  1873,  in  Norway,  son  of  Iver  and  Dorothea  (Iverson) 
Moe.  He  came  to  America  with  his  parents  in  1884  and  after  attending  school 
in  Eau  Claire,  graduated  from  the  business  department  of  Valparaiso  Univer¬ 
sity  at  Valparaiso,  Ind.  In  1900  he  and  Harry  Halverson  started  a  general 
mercantile  store  of  which,  six  years  later,  Mr.  Moe  became  the  sole  owner. 
In  1912  he  sold  out  and  for  a  while  operated  a  general  store  at  Eliston,  Mont. 
Then  he  returned  and  took  up  his  present  employment.  In  1915  he  bought  95 
acres  in  Sections  14  and  16,.  Dallas  Township,  erected  a  fine  set  of  buildings 
and  established  a  dairy  farm.  He  owns  all  the  stock  and  machinery  but  rents 
the  place  to  others.  For  three  years  he  was  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
Dallas  Co-operative  Creamery.  In  public  life  he  has  been  town  clerk  three 
years  and  village  clerk  three  years.  Mr.  Moe  was  married  January  15,  1913, 
to  Anna  Granum,  who  was  born  May  19,  1884,  daughter  of  Anton  and  Regneld 
(Berg)  Granum. 

Barrney  Olson  was  born  in  Norway,  Oct.  11,  1861,  son  of  Ole  and  Jennie 
(Peterson)  Christianson.  He  came  to  this  country  with  his  parents,  received 
his  education  at  Madison,  remained  with  his  parents  until  1880,  and  then  took 
up  railroading  from  fiaraboo,  Wis.,  to  Harvey  Junction,  Ill.  Later  he  went  west 
for  a  year.  In  1882  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  worked  for  J.  A.  Anderson 
in  the  sawmill  at  Dallas.  After  two  years  he  went  to  Iowa  and  engaged  in 
railroading  for  a  considerable  period.  In  1891  he  came  back  to  Dallas,  did  farm 
work  for  a  while  and  then  went  west  again.  In  1900  he  located  in  Dallas  per¬ 
manently.  In  1906,  while  on  his  way  to  the  pineries,  where  he  was  then  em¬ 
ployed,  he  lost  his  left  leg  by  slipping  between  two  cars,  but  in  spite  of  this 
handicap  has  forged  ahead  and  is  achieving  success.  Mr.  Olson  was  married 
Sept.  9,  1881,  to  Rhoda  Jurgeson,  who  was  born  Aug.  1,  1851,  daughter  of 
George  Jurgeson,  who  brought  his  family  to  America  in  1852,  and  settled  in 
Dane  County,  this  state,  where  he  farmed  for  thirty-four  years,  later  going  to 
Iowa,  where  he  died.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Olson  are  the  parents  of  three  children: 
John,  born  Nov.  8,  1885,  resides  in  Dallas.  Ira,  born  Dec.  17,  1887,  is  a  veteran 
of  the  World  War,  having  served  23  months  in  France,  on  many  fronts,  with 
Co.  B,  503rd  Engineers.  Bertha,  born  July  7,  1891,  is  the  wife  of  Jean  Jozlin, 
of  Madison,  Wis. 

Edward  Dodge,  retired  farmer,  living  in  Dallas  Village,  was  born  in  Can¬ 
ada,  Sept.  24,  1851,  son  of  Gabriel  and  Sarah  (Massey)  Dodge,  natives  of  Can¬ 
ada,  who  came  to  Manitowoc  County,  this  state,  and  there  died.  Edward  re¬ 
ceived  his  education  in  Canada  and  farmed  there  until  1874,  when  he  came  to 
the  United  States  and  settled  in  Manitowoc  County,  Wis.  Then  he  went  to 
Winona,  Minn.,  and  from  there  to  New  Hartford  Township,  in  Winona  County, 
Minn.,  where  he  farmed  for  twenty-five  years,  on  three  different  farms.  In 
1899  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  bought  120  acres  in  Section  9,  east,  Dallas 
Township,  cleared  20  acres,  remodeled  the  buildings  and  carried  on  general 
farming  for  four  years.  Then  he  sold  and  bought  320  acres  in  Sections  29  and 
32,  West,  Dallas  Township,  and  40  acres  in  Prairie  Farm  Township.  He  im¬ 
proved  this  farm,  built  fences  and  carried  on  general  farming  for  three  and 
a  half  years.  Then  he  sold  and  bought  200  acres  in  Section  34,  west,  Dallas 
Township.  In  1912  he  came  to  Dallas  and  lived  in  the  village  three  years, 
but  in  1916,  bought  80  acres  in  Section  28,  west,  Dallas  Township,  which  he 
cleared  and  improved  to  some  extent.  In  1919  he  retired  and  moved  to  Dallas 
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Village.  While  living  in  the  township  he  served  as  road  foreman  and  for  a  time 
was  on  the  school  board.  Mr.  Dodge  was  married  Aug.  21,  1872,  to  Mary  Smith, 
who  was  born  in  Canada  July  1,  1855,  daughter  of  William  and  Marie  Mc- 
Cready,  natives  of  Canada  who  settled  in  Nebraska  and  there  lived  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  their  lives.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dodge  are  the  parents  of  six  children: 
Ida,  born  June  29,  1873,  is  the  wife  of  William  Richmond  of  Winona,  Minn. 
Charles,  born  Aug.  16,  1875,  is  in  Salmon,  Idaho.  Emery,  born  Aug.  19,  1877, 
is  in  Chetek  Township,  this  county.  Chloe,  born  Aug.  7,  1879,  is  now  Mrs. 
Paul  Walter  of  North  Dakota.  Edith,  born  Oct.  24,  1885,  is  now  Mrs.  Harvey 
Flannagan  of  Dunn  County,  this  state.  Loyd,  born  July  3,  1893,  lives  in  Dallas. 

Christian  Oleson,  a  worthy  early  settler,  now  deceased,  who  homesteaded 
a  quarter  section  within  the  present  limits  of  the  Village  of  Dallas,  which  has 
been  in  the  unbroken  possession  of  the  family  for  nearly  fifty  years,  was  born 
ih  Sorum,  Norway,  the  son  of  Ole  and  Anne  (Horne)  Oleson.  He  was  reared 
and  educated  in  his  native  land  and  was  there  married  to  Anna  Hanson,  who 
was  born  in  Skemso,  Norway,  in  1843.  In  1869  they  came  to  America,  bringing 
their  son,  Ole.  From  Quebec,  where  they  landed,  they  came  to  Chicago,  and 
then  settled  in  Rock  County,  Wisconsin.  In  1872  they  came  to  Barron  County 
and  homesteaded  160  acres  of  wild  land  in  sections  13  and  14.  There  were  then 
but  few  settlers  in  this  vicinity.  No  roads  had  been  cut  except  a  few  trails 
and  the  tote  roads  of  the  lumber  companies.  The  Indians  and  the  wild  ani¬ 
mals  still  roamed  the  woods.  The  Indians  had  a  camp  on  the  homestead  and 
came  here  in  large  numbers.  Mr.  Oleson  was  a  man  of  kindly  disposition,  who 
believed  in  being  fair  and  just  to  all  men;  he  treated  the  Indians  as  he  would 
treat  any  other  neighbors  and  their  relations  were  always  friendly.  Mrs. 
Oleson  and  her  baby  also  soon  got  over  their  fear  of  the  savages,  and  they 
had  many  pleasant  visits.  The  deer,  too,  were  tame  and  often  came  within  a 
few  rods  of  the  house.  For  a  while  times  were  hard,  and  the  family  had  many 
difficulties  to  overcome.  The  trading  and  marketing  points  were  far  away. 
It  was  difficult  to  clear  and  break  the  land,  even  though  they  were  fortunate 
in  owning  a  yoke  of  oxen.  As  time  passed,  they  built  up  a  good  farm.  Mr. 
Oleson  was  active  in  the  development  of  this  part  of  the  township,  and  helped 
to  build  many  of  the  roads.  He  successfully  carried  on  general  farming  and 
dairying  for  thirty-five  years.  After  a  long  and  useful  career,  he  died,  Nov. 
20,  1907.  He  was  well  liked,  and  held  in  the  deepest  esteem,  and  his  death  was 
sincerely  mourned.  His  good  wife  still  lives  on  the  place.  She  is  still  active 
and  sprightly  at  78  years.  She  is  popular  with  the  young  people,  and  beloved 
by  all  who  know  her,  and  being  a  real  pioneer,  she  has  many  interesting  stories 
to  tell  of  the  early  days.  In  the  family  there  are  three  sons  and  two  daughters: 
Ole  was  born  in  Norway,  Nov.  27,  1867.  Martin  was  born  in  Rock  County, 
Wisconsin,  Nov.  18,  1870.  The  others  were  born  on  the  present  place.  Oluf 
was  born  Jan.  20,  1873;  Julia  (first),  born  in  1877,  died  in  infancy;  and  Julia 
M.,  July  20,  1879.  When  the  father  died,  each  received  forty  acres,  Julia  and 
Oluf  the  eighty,  with  the  buildings  in  Section  14,  and  Ole  and  Martin  the  eighty 
in  Section  13.  The  four  live  together  with  the  mother  and  constitute  a  happy 
family.  They  delight  in  keeping  open  house  to  their  friends,  and  their  home 
is  always  hospitable  and  cheery.  The  increase  in  values  in  this  region  may 
be  seen  from  the  fact  that  the  taxes  on  the  property  the  first  year  were  forty 
cents.  The  taxes  are  now  well  over  $100. 

Richard  C.  Olson,  a  popular  farmer  owning  a  good  farm  in  Sections  6  and 

7,  west,  Dallas  Towhship,  was  born  in  Wyoming,  Iowa  County,  this  state,  Dec. 

8,  1875,  the  son  of  Simon  C.  and'  Elizabeth  (Carpenter)  Olson,  natives  respec¬ 
tively  of  Norway  and  England,  who  were  (brought  to  Wisconsin  as  children. 
After  their  marriage,  they  lived  at  Milton:  Junction,  Rock  County,  this  state, 
and  then  moved  to  Iowa  County,  this  state,  first  living  at  Dodgeville  and  then 
moving  to  Wyoming,  where  he  kept  a  lumber  yard  and  operated  a  farm.  He 
died  Dec.  29,  1904,  and  the  brother,  Feb.  14,  1890.  In  the  family  there  were 
four  children,  Addie,  Libby  (deceased),  Allan  and  Richard  C.  Richard  C.  at- 
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tended  the  common  schools  of  his  native  county,  and  learned  farming  at  home. 
In  1917  he  came  to  Barron  County,  and  bought  his  present  farm  of  160  acres. 
The  farm  was  already  a  good  one  and  he  has  continued  the  improvements.  The 
buildings  are  in  good  repair  and  adequate  for  their  needs,  the  land  is  well  tilled 
and  substantially  fenced,  and  the  equipment  in  tools,  implements  and  machin¬ 
ery  is  of  the  best.  Mr.  Olson  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and 
dairying,  and  has  a  good  herd,  headed  by  a  full-blooded  Holstein  sire.  -  He  is  a 
believer  in  co-operative  effort  among  the  farmers,  and  has  taken  stock  in  the 
Hillsdale  Equity  Exchange,  the  Hillsdale  Cheese  Factory  and  the  Fourtowns 
Cheese  Factory.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Beavers  at  Spring  Green, 
Wis.  Mr,  Olson  was  married  at  Lone  Rock,  Wis.,  on  March  14,  1909,  to  Ethel 
P.  Philips,  who  was  born  in  Iowa  County,  Wis.,  Dec.  28,  1885,  the  daughter  of 
John  and  Anna  (Van  Blarcom)  Philips,  who  were  born  in  Canada,  and  farmed 
for  many  years  in  Iowa  County,  Wis.,  where  he  died  July  12,  1897,  after  which 
she  moved  to  Richland  County,  this  state,  where  she  still  lives.  In  the  Philips 
family  there  were  six  children,  Bartlett,  Roy,  Ruth,  Jennette,  Irene  and  Ethel  P. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Olson  have  five  children:  Harold  P.,  born  Feb.  13,  1910;  Lucille 
L.,  born  March  14,  1913;  Earl  R.,  born  April  11,  1915;  Elaine  V.,  born  July  19, 
1917;  and  Laverne  L.,  born  Nov.  17,  1920. 

Aslak  Olson,  retired  farmer  living  in  the  village  of  Dallas,  was  born  in 
Norway  Feb.  13,  1850,  and  in  1870  came  to  America  and  located  in  Columbia 
County,  Wisconsin,  where  he  joined  an  uncle,  and  did  farm  work  for  him  for 
four  years.  In  1874  he  purchased  a  tract  of  40  acres,  erected  a  log  building, 
broke  the  land  and  farmed  there  for  nearly  thirty  years.  A  number  of  his 
frijends  in  the  meantime  had  come  to  Barron  County,  and  in  1900  he,  too,  de¬ 
cided  to  locate  here.  He  bought  160  acres  in  Section  31,  east,' Maple  Grove 
Township,  erected  a  set  of  buildings,  made  many  other  improvements,  and  de¬ 
veloped  a  fine  farm.  He  conducted  mixed  farming  and  dairying,  having  a  large 
flock  of  good  sheep,  and  raising  a  little  tobacco.  In  1915  he  sold  his  farm  to 
his  son,  Adolph,  and  retired  and  moved  to  the  south  part  of  the  village  of 
Dallas  where  he  has  a  pleasant  home,  and  where  he  is  now  enjoying  a  well- 
deserved  rest  after  his  many  ;  years  of  hard  work.  Mr.  Olson  was  married 
Oct.  14,  1871,  to  Gunnel  Austin,  who  was  born  in  Norway,  April  30,  1848, 
daughter  of  Austin  and  Anna  <Tollefson)  Austin,  natives  of  Norway,  where 
Mrs.  Austin  died,  Mr.  Austin  afterward  coming  to  America  and  making  his 
l  home  with  his  daughter*  Mrs,  Aslak  Olson,  until  his  death.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Olson  have  had  four  children:  Oliver,  born  June  9,  1872,  lives  in  Dallas;  An¬ 
drew,  born  April  1,  1874*  died  Oct.  7,  1902;  Anna,  born  Nov.  28,  1882,  died 
Feb.  23,  1886;  Adolph,  born  Aug.  25,  1899,  owns  the  home  farm  in  Maple 
1  Grove ,  Township.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Church. . 

Benjamin  Massie,  for  many  years  a  useful  citizen  of  Barron  County,  was 
a  prominent  figure  in  this  region  in  the  early  days,  and1  did  much  toward  its 
growth  and  progress.  He  encouraged  people  to  settle  here,  he  helped  them 
to  pick  out  desirable  locations,  he  exchanged  work  with  them,  and  was  every¬ 
thing  that  a  good  neighbor  should  be.  He  encouraged  the  building  of  roads 
■■and  the  establishment  of  schools,  and  was  ever  ready  to  give  of  his  time,  means 
and  sympathy  to  every  good  cause.  He  was  bom  in  Ohio,  and  as  a  young  man 
married  Hannah  Sims,  also  a  native  of  that  state.  They  came  to  Wisconsin  in 
1873  and  homesteaded  160  acres  in  Section  19,  east,  Dallas  Township,  this 
county.  Here  he  erected  log  buildings  and  started  the  life  of  a  pioneer.  For 
a  while  times  were  hard,  but  with  the  passage  of  the  years  his  faithful  and 
intelligent  toil  resulted  in  well-deserved  success.  In  1892  he  bought  160  acres 
more  in  the  same  section  and  erected  a  fine  set  of  buildings.  The  original 
^homestead,  in  1897,  he  sold  to  his  sons,  Edward  and  Goirier  R.  The  new  place, 
in  1905,  he  rented  to  his  son*  A.  Bert,  and  in  1908  sold  to  him,  continuing, 
however,  to  make  his  home  at  the  home  of  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Edward  Sigler, 
vuntil  his  lamented  death,  Jan.  30,  1921.  His  good  wife  had  passed  away  Nov. 
1 7,  1899.  He  was  a  Blue  Lodge  Mason  for  many  years.  During  the  Civil  War 
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he  enlisted  in  Company  B,  172nd  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  served  till  the 
close  of  the  war.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Massie  were  the  parents  of  seven  children. 
Eva  is  the  wife  of  William  L.  Parker.  Edward,  Gomer  R.  and  A.  Bert  are  farm¬ 
ers  in  Dallas  Township.  Anna  married  Frank  Garner,  and  died  Aug.  18,  1921, 
less  than  seven  months  after  the  death  of  her  father.  Myrtle  is  the  wife  of 
Edward  Sigler.  Alice  is  a  stenographer  in  St.  Paul. 

Gomer  R.  Massie,  a  representative  farmer  of  Section  19,  Dallas  Township, 
was  born  in  Jackson  County,  Ohio,  Dec.  4,  1874,  the  son  of  Benjamin  and  Han¬ 
nah  (Sims)  Massie,  who  brought  him  to  his  present  farm  before  he  was  a  year 
old.  He  was  reared  here,  and  attended  the  log  schoolhouse  of  Sioux  Creek  dis¬ 
trict.  He  thoroughly  learned  farming  at  home.  In  1897  he  and  his  brother, 
Edward,  bought  the  father’s  original  place.  In  1900  he  bought  Edward  out, 
and  now  owns  the  entire  tract.  He  has  continued  to  improve  and  develop  this 
farm.  In  1907  he  put  up  a  new  barn  and  granary.  The  barn  is  commodious 
and  modern,  and  is  furnished  with  the  Star  and  Louden  equipment.  Mr. 
Massie  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  He  is  much  in¬ 
terested  in  the  development  and  progress  of  the  town,  and  is  especially  an 
advocate  of  the  cause  of  good  roads.  In  1921  he  was  appointed  road  overseer 
of  the  township  and  is  doing  most  efficient  work.  He  is  a  mechanic  of  consid¬ 
erable  ability  and  for  several  years  operated  sawmills  in  this  state  and  in 
Minnesota.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  Sand  Creek  Lodge  No.  6687,  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America.  Mr.  Massie  is  an  excellent  type  of  the  modern  farmer. 
He  thoroughly  understands  his  business,  he  is  industrious  and  energetic,  be¬ 
lieves  in  everything  that  is  for  the  best  interests  of  the  community  and  takes 
just  pride  in  his  family,  his  home  and  his  farm.  Mr.  Massie  was  married  at 
Duluth,  Minn.,  to  Alice  Conner,  who  was  born  in  Saginaw,  Mich.,  March  25, 
1881,  the  daughter  of  John  E.  and  Mary  E.  (Cole)  Conner,  natives  of  Canada, 
who  came  to  the  United  States  in  1877,  settled  in  Saginaw,  Mich.,  and  from 
there  moved  to  Superior,  Wis.,  where  the  father  died  Jan.  28,  1909,  and  where 
the  mother  still  lives.  In  the  Conner  family  there  were  four  children:  Alice, 
Letitia,  John  and  Jesse.  The  daughter  Alice  (Mrs.  Massie)  was  reared  in  Supe¬ 
rior,  Wis.,  and  received  her  education  in  the  Superior  common  and  high  schools, 
and  at  the  State  Normal  school  of  that  place.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Massie  have  had 
seven  children:  John  B.  A.,  Letitia  A.,  Robert  G.,  Hazel  E.,  Gomer  E.,  Hugh 
(deceased),  and  Myrtle  J.  Mrs.  Massie  is  doing  most  efficient  service  as  treas¬ 
urer  of  School  District  No.  4,  and  was  active  in  the  erection  of  the  new  school 
building.  She  and  her  husband  have  a  hospitable  home  and  delight  in  keeping 
open  house  to  their  friends  and  their  children’s  friends.  The  family  faith  is 
that  of  the  Advent  Christian  Church. 

William  T.  Cole,  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  pioneer  of  Dallas  Township,  and 
early  official,  was  born  in  Kentucky,  Oct.  16, 1832,  and  as  a  small  boy  was  taken 
to  Bureau  County,  Illinois,  where  he  was  educated.  He  left  home  when  quite 
young,  and  spent  several  years  steamboating  in  the  southern  states.  In  1856 
he  returned  to  Illinois,  and  there  farmed  and  did  general  machine  work.  In 
1862  he  enlisted  at  Milwaukee,  to  which  place  he  had  moved  with  his  family, 
in  Company  I,  27th  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  was  promoted  for 
bravery  to  second  lieutenant.  He  was  severely  wounded  in  action  and  was  in 
a  hospital  when  the  war  ended.  In  1866  he  located  in  Monroe  County,  Wiscon¬ 
sin,  and  did  mill  work  for  a  while.  He  reached  Barron  County,  May  8,  1870, 
and  took  a  homestead  of  160  acres  in  Section  20,  Dallas  Township,  which  then 
contained  but  few  settlers.  While  putting  up  a  log  cabin  he  lived  in  a  tent,  and 
moved  into  the  cabin  on  Dec.  24.  Being  an  experienced  hunter  he  kept  the 
nearby  settlers  supplied  with  wild  game.  In  the  winter  of  1870-71  he  killed 
118  deer  which  he  disposed  of  to  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  for  use  in  their  lumber 
camps,  receiving  other  provisions  in  exchange.  From  year  to  year  he  con¬ 
tinued  to  develop  his  farm.  He  also  did  much  toward  encouraging  new  settlers 
to  locate  here  and  in  helping  them  to  get  a  start.  Being  a  natural  leader  among 
his  fellow  men,  he  was  early  elected  chairman  of  the  town  board,  and  as  an 
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official  not  only  did  much  toward  getting  roads  laid  out  in  the  town,  but  also 
rendered  efficient  general  service.  For  many  terms  he  was  a  member  of  the 
school  board  of  his  district.  After  a  worthy  and  useful  life  he  died  Aug.  30, 
1888.  At  that  time  he  had  developed  his  claim  until  the  entire  place  was  fenced 
and  some  eighty  acres  broken  and  under  cultivation.  Mr.  Cole  was  married  at 
Princeton,  Ill.,  April  13,  1867,  to  Mary  J.  Smith,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania.  She 
died  Dec.  26,  1901.  This  union  was  blessed  with  two  children:  Belzina  C., 
now  the  wife  of  Frank  Bootin  of  Prairie  Farm  Township,  this  county;  and  S. 
Grant,  a  prominent  farmer  of  Dallas  Township. 

S.  Grant  Cole,  an  active  farmer  of  Section  20,  Dallas  Township,  was  born 
in  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  Aug.  31,  1862,  the  son  of  William  T.  and  Mary  J.  (Smith) 
Cole,  who  brought  him  to  Monroe  County  in  1866  and  to  his  present  farm  in 
1870.  He  attended  the  district  school  of  the  neighborhood  and  later  took 
courses  in  the  Menomonie  High  School  and  the  Bloomer  High  School.  He  first 
went  into  the  woods  in  1878  and  thereafter  spent  eight  seasons  as  a  lumberjack. 
In  1886  he  went  west  and  spent  two  years  in  Oregon  and  Washington.  Then, 
in  1888,  he  returned  home  and  operated  his  father’s  farm.  At  his  father’s 
death  he  received  forty  acres  which  he  still  owns.  He  has  continued  the  im¬ 
provements  made  by  his  father.  In  1889  he  built  a  frame  house.  Here  he  suc¬ 
cessfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  his  herd  being  of  graded 
Shorthorns.  Aside  from  building  up  a  good  farm,  Mr.  Cole  has  found  time  to 
take  an  active  interest  in  public  affairs,  and  for  fifteen  years  he  has  done  effi¬ 
cient  service  as  a  member  of  the  school  board  of  this  district.  He  was  married 
at  Dallas  on  Oct.  6,  1899,  to  Julia  O’Flanagan,  who  was  born  at  Menomonie, 
Wis.,  Sept.  16, 1868,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  (Clark)  O’Flanagan.  This 
union  has  been  blessed  with  ten  children :  Mabel  was  born  Aug.  19,  1890,  and 
is  the  wife  of  Emil  Miller  of  Prairie  Farm.  Myrtle  was  born  Dec.  10,  1882, 
and  is  the  wife  of  Alvin  Miller  of  Spooner,  Wis.  Gertrude  was  born  Jan.  27, 
1894,  and  is  the  wife  of  William  Brown  of  Spooner.  Peter  was  born  Oct.  17, 
1896,  and  does  farm  work  in  Dallas  Township.  Jane  was  bom  Feb.  21,  1899 
and  is  now  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.  Bertha  was  born  May  1,  1903;  Lottie  was  born 
June  30,  1906;  Erma  was  bora  Oct.  6,  1909;  Clark  was  bora  Nov.  9,  1911,  and 
William  was  bora  Jan.  9,  1914. 

Henry  H.  Clough,  now  deceased,  was  one  of  the  sturdy  pioneers  of  Dallas 
Township.  When  he  arrived  here  the  town  had  been  settled  for  some  years, 
but  the  real  development  of  the  county  was  still  in  its  infancy.  The  settlers 
were  living  here  and  there  in  log  cabins  on  their  little  clearings  among  the 
pine  stumps  and  brush  or  among  the  hardwood  groves.  Luxuries  were  un¬ 
known,  the  comforts  were  few,  even  the  necessities  were  sometimes  difficult 
to  secure.  From  such  conditions  Mr.  Clough  saw  the  county  develop  into  a 
prosperous  agricultural  region.  He  was  bora  in  Vermont  July  29,  1842,  he  was 
reared  and  educated  in  Pennsylvania,  to  which  state  his  parents  moved  when 
he  was  a  young  boy  and  where  he  had  more  or  less  experience  in  farming  and 
lumbering.  In  the  late  fifties  he  determined  to  try  his  fortunes  in  the  middle 
west.  Accordingly  he  came  to  Menomonie  in  Dunn  County,  this  state,  and 
with  headquarters  there  worked  for  many  years  as  scaler  and  estimator,  and 
in  sawmills.  In  1878  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  bought  160  acres  of  wild 
land  in  Section  30,  Dallas  Township.  He  put  up  a  frame  house  and  moved  his 
family  therein.  Then  he  began  clearing  up  the  land.  He  fenced  the  entire 
tract,  broke  and  cleared  120  acres,  and  put  up  a  good  set  of  frame  buildings. 
On  this  place  he  successfully  carried  on  general  farming  for  many  years.  He 
was  active  in  neighborhood  affairs,  and  became  a  man  of  influence  and  prom¬ 
inence.  Fraternally  he  was  a  popular  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows.  On  Nov. 
28,  1909  he  died  after  a  worthy  life  filled  with  successful  endeavor.  Mr.  Clough 
was  married  April  14,  1870  to  Mary  E.  Wenzel,  who  was  bora  in  Germany  in 
1849,  and  died  April  26,  1893.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clough  had  five  children :  Eva  P., 
born  Oct.  8,  1872,  who  married  Frederick  N.  Champion,  and  died  June  27,  1919; 
David  H.,  born  July  16,  1874,  and  now  a  contractor  and  builder  in  Duluth; 
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Alice  R;,  born  Jan.  12,  1877,  who  is  the  wife  of  Charles  D.  Rassbach  of  Hills¬ 
dale,  Wis:;  Robert  E.,  born  Aug.  10,  1881,  and  Mary  K.,  born  Aug.  24,  1883, 
who  is  the  wife  iof  Freeman  F.  Edmonds  of  Hillsdale. 

Robert  E.  Clough,  one  of  the  active  farmers  of  Dallas  Township,  was  born 
on  the  farm  where  he  still  lives  in  Section  ‘30;.  on  Aug.  10,  1881,  the  son  of 
Henry  H.  and  Mary  E.  (Wenzel)  Clough.  He  was  reared  on  the  home  placet 
helped  in  its  development,  and  learned  farming  from  his  father.  His  educa¬ 
tion  was  received  in  the  district  schools  and  in  the  high  school  at  Menotnonie. 
Since  his  father’s  death  he  has  owned  and  operated,  the  home  farm.  He  is  con¬ 
tinuing  the  improvements  made  by  his  father,  and  is  successfully  carrying  on 
general  farming  and  sheep  raising.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Prairie  Farm 
Creamery  Co.,  and  in  the  Prairie  Farm  Telephone  Co.,  as  well  as  in  the  Ridge- 
land  Creamery.  Co;  He  is  active  in  all  the  affairs  of  the  community,  he  is  a 
deep  reader  of  the  farm  journals,  he  believes  in  modern  methods,  and  he  stands 
well  with  all  who  know  him. 

Ernest  A.  Nitz,  an  energetic  farmer  of  Section  8,  west,  Dallas  Township, 
is  a  native  of  this  township,  born  April  13,  1897,  the  son  of  Herman  and  Au¬ 
gusta  (Radtke)  Nitz.  These  good  people  were  born,  reared  and  educated  in 
Germany,  and  both  came  to  America  in  1880.  They  were  married  in  Dallas 
Township,  Barron  County,  Wisconsin,  and  settled  on  a  farm  of  120  acres  in 
Sections  8  and  18,  this  township.  Here  they  have  built  up  a  good  farm.  They 
have  erected  a  fine  set  of  buildings,  cleared  about  60  acres  and  acquired  suit¬ 
able  equipment.  They  are  genial,  kindly  people,  and  their  home  is  always  open 
to  their  friends  and  their  children’s  friends.  Ernest  A.  attended  the  district 
schools  of  his  neighborhqod  and  learned  farming  from  his  father.  In  1918  he 
bought  the  Lamberton  Rogers  farm  of  80  acres  in  Section  8,  west,  Dallas  Town¬ 
ship,  from  his  uncle,  Carl  Nitz.  He  has  a  good  set  of  modern  buildings,  in¬ 
cluding  a  barn,  36  by  66  feet,  built  in  1920.  .He  has  cleared  and  stumped  an 
additional  ten  acres.  The  farm  is  well  tilled  and  well  fenced,  and  well 
equipped  with  tools;  implements  and  machinery.  The  herd  consists  of  some 
good  graded  Guernseys  headed  by  a  full-blooded  sire.  Mr.  Nitz  was  married 
Nov.  14, 1920,  to  Amelia  Kallenbach,  who  was  born  in  Prairie  Farm  Township, 
Aug.  13,  1901,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Catherine  (Beiswanger)  Kallenbach, 
prosperous  farmers  of  that  township.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  German 
Lutheran  Church. 

Lambert  W.  Rogers,  a  highly  regarded  farmer  of  Section  5,  Dallas  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  Fulton  County,  Indiana,  Sept.  27,  1872,  son  of  David  M.  and 
Sarah  (Hall)  Rogers.  The  parents  were  natives  of  New  Jersey,  who,  as  young 
people,  settled  in  Indiana,  where  both  died,  Mrs.  Sarah  Rogers  about  1875  and 
Mr.  Rogers  in  1892.  ,  They  had  seven  children,  Alvin,  Mary,  Rachel,  Milton, 
John,  Armedia  and  Lambert.  After  her  death  David.  M.  Rogers  married  a 
Miss  Selby,  and  was  subsequently  united  to  a  third  wife,  Alice  Rohr,  by  whom 
he  had  a  daughter  named  Luella.  Lambert  W.  Rogers  was  educated  in  his  na¬ 
tive  state  and  was  reared  to  farm  pursuits.  In  1893  he  came  to  Barron  County, 
Wisconsin,  and  bought  40  acres  in  Section  5,  Dallas  Township.  Later  he  made 
other  purchases  and  has  owned  as  much  as  320  acres  at  different  times,  all  in 
Dallas  Township.  In  1916  he  was  the  owner  of  160  acres — 80  acres  in  Barron 
Township  and  80  in  Dallas  Township.  He  sold  the  Barron  Township  80  and 
purchased  80  acres  in  Dallas  Township.  A  short  time  later  he  sold  that  and 
purchased  his  present  tract  of  80  acres.  Here  he  has  erected  a  fine  set  of 
buildings.  The  house,  a  comfortable  structure,  of  nine  rooms,  was  built  in 
1919.  The  barn,  machine  shed  and  other  outbuildings  were  put  up  in  1916* 
House,  barn  and  yards  are  illuminated  by  the  Universal  system.  Mr.  Rogers 
successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying  and  has  a  good  herd 
of  Durham  cattle  headed  by  a  full-blooded  sire.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Barron  Lodge,  No.  38,  I.  O.  O.  F.  He  is  a  good  business  man  and 
a  good  farmer,  and.  is  held  in  esteem  by  ajl  who  know  him.  Mr.  Rogers 
was  married  Oct.  27,  1900,  to  Bessie  Taylor  Rogers,  widow  of  John  Rog- 
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era.  She  was  born  at  Colby,  Clark  County,  Wisconsin,  on  June  16,  1872, 
the  daughter  of  the  Rev.  George  A.  and  Nancy  (Rogers)  Taylor.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Rogers  have  had  nine  children.  Ernest  E.  was  born  Feb.  24,  1902,  and  is 
attending  the  Barron  High  School.  David  R.  was  born  Sept.  3,  1903 ;  Stella  V. 
was  born  Aug.  4,  1906;  Luella  I.  was  born  Dec.  14,  1907;  Linnie  M.  was  born 
Oct.  6,  1909;  Carl  D.  was  born  Feb.  29,  1912  and  died  June  4,  1913;  Hazel  E. 
was  born  Dec.  26,  1913;  Leta  A.  was  born  Dec.  11,  1915;  Herachel  W.  was  born 
Jan.  13,  1919.  By  her  marriage  to  John  Rogers,  who  died  July  7,  1896,  Mrs. 
Rogers  has  two  children :  Della  M.,  born  March  12,  1892,  the  wife  of  Lyman 
Adrian  of  Miles  City,  Montana,  and  George  R.,  born  April  27,  1896,  now  in 
Miles  City,  Montana.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

Carl  Zuehlke,  a  respected  farmer  of  Sections  16  and  17,  Dallas  Township, 
was  born  in  Germany,  March  8,  1868,  the  son  of  William  and  Caroline  (Wint- 
land)  Zuehlke.  The  family  came  to  America  in  1892  and  located  at  Ashland, 
Wis.  There  Carl  worked  on  the  railroad.  The  next  year  he  purchased  120 
acres  in  S^tions  16  and  17,  Dallas  Township,  Barron  County,  and  sent  his  par¬ 
ents  to  occupy  it.  In  1898  he  moved  onto  it  himself  with  his  wife  and  oldest 
child.  But  that  same  year  the  great  fire  swept  everything  away,  so  he  moved 
back  to  Ashland  again.  In  1902  he  returned  to  the  farm,  to  the  development 
and  cultivation  of  which  he  has  since  devoted  his  attention.  He  has  a  fine 
set  of  buildings,  including  a  pleasant  residence  and  a  barn,  36  by  70  feet,  with 
full  basement,  and  James  equipment.  The  entire  farm  is  fenced,  and  fifty  acres 
cleared.  Mr.  Zuehlke  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  and  has  been 
successful  in  his  operations.  As  the  father  of  children,  he  is  interested  in 
education,  and  has  served  three  years  as  a  member  of  the  school  board  of  his 
district.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Prairie  Farm  Telephone  Co.  Mr.  Zuehlke 
was  married  April  29,  1896,  to  Eva  Jeske,  who  was  born  Nov.  2,  1872,  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Gottfried  and  Louisa  (Schmelter)  Jeske,  both  of  whom  are  now  deceased. 
This  union  has  been  blessed  with  seven  children :  Mamie  B.,  born  Feb.  4,  1897, 
now  the  wife  of  Ernest  Krause,  of  Prairie  Farm  Township;  Hilda  L.,  born 
March  23,  1899,  who  clerks  in  a  store  at  Ridgeland ;  Elsie  G.,  born  Feb.  6,  1901, 
who  is  the  wife  of  John  O’Flannagan,  of  Dallas;  Matilda  O.,  born  March  24, 
1905;  Albert  A.,  Aug.  1,  1907;  Elmer  F.,  July  23,  1912;  and  Dorothy  L.,  Dec. 
11,  1915. 

Thomas  J.  Howard,  an  early  settler,  now  deceased,  was  for  many  years  one 
of  the  active  residents  of  Dallas  Township,  a  good  citizen,  who  took  a  promi¬ 
nent  part  in  all  civic  movements.  He  was  a  life-long  worker  in  behalf  of  pro¬ 
hibition,  and  labored  for  the  improvement  of  highways,  the  betterment  of  rural 
schools,  and  the  general  public  interests  of  the  county.  He  took  pride  in  his 
community,  his  home,  his  family  and  his  farm,  and  was  a  faithful  husband,  a 
loving  father,  a  kindly  neighbor  and  a  useful  citizen.  He  was  born  in  Brice- 
ville,  Knox  County,  Indiana,  June  16,  1836,  the  son  of  John  and  Nancy  (Young) 
Howard,  who,  when  he  was  a  boy,  moved  to  Highland,  in  Iowa  County,  Wis. 
There  he  was  reared  and  educated.  As  a  young  man,  he  spent  some  time  in 
the  gold  fields  of  California.  For  some  years  he  was  superintendent  of  a  brick 
yard  near  Eau  Claire,  in  this  state.  In  1872  he  took  a  homestead  of  160  acres 
in  Section  8,  east,  Dallas  Township.  He  made  the  trip  from  Chippewa  Falls, 
and  to  reach  the  homestead,  cut  his  way  through  the  trees  from  Sioux  Creek, 
across  which  he  later  built  the  first  bridge.  He  put  up  a  set  of  log  buildings, 
and  started  clearing  the  land.  In  1873  he  brought  his  wife  here.  For  over 
forty  years  he  continued  to  successfully  carry  on  general  farming.  He  replaced 
the  log  buildings  with  a  good  set  of  modern  structures,  he  cleared  over  half  the 
land,  and  built  up  as  good  a  farm  as  was  to  be  found  in  the  neighborhood.  With 
all  his  busy  work  here,  he  found  time  for  public  service,  and  was  a  member  of 
the  town  board  for  several  terms  and  of  the  school  board  for  several  years. 
After  a  long  and  useful  life,  he  died  Nov.  27,  1914,  since  which  time  his  widow 
has  continued  to  live  on  the  home  farm.  Mr.  Howard  was  married  at  Eau 
Claire,  Aug.  6,  1871,  to  Nellie  Ward,  who  was  born  at  Kingston,  Canada,  on 
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Dec.  25,  1844,  the  daughter  of  Ebenezer  and  Mary  E.  (Wilson)  Ward,  natives 
of  Scotland,  both  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howard  had  six  children: 
Phillina,  born  May  28,  1872,  is  the  wife  of  Albert  Wilson,  of  Sumner  Town¬ 
ship.  Albert  H.,  born  Oct.  8,  1874,  is  now  a  land  owner  in  Montana.  Eben  L., 
born  June  26,  1877,  is  now  at  Bones’  Ferry,  Idaho.  William,  born  Dec.  11,  1880, 
married  Ruby  Thorne  of  Chicago,  and  lives  on  the  home  farm,  which  he  now 
owns  and  operates.  He  is  an  active,  energetic  and  hard  working  man,  a  good 
farmer  and  a  good  citizen,  and  has  a  high  standing  among  all  who  know  him. 
Nancy  M.,  born  March  13,  1883,  is  the  wife  of  Archie  Miles,  of  Earl,  Wis. 
Margie,  born  June  15,  1888,  is  the  wife  of  Richard  Thompson,  of  Dallas  Town¬ 
ship.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Knute  Granum,  who  established  and  developed  the  sightly  and  prosperous 
Woodlawn  Farm  in  Section  5,  east,  Dallas  Township,  is  a  native  of  this  state, 
born  in  Dane  County,  Dec.  7,  1859,  the  son  of  Ole  and  Ingrid  (Lee)  Granum, 
natives  of  Norway,  who  came  to  America  in  the  fifties  and  located  in  Dane 
County,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives  on  a  farm.<yrKnute  at¬ 
tended  the  common  schools  and  had  the  advantages  of  courses  in  the  Academy 
at  Mt.  Horeb  and  in  the  Northwestern  Business  College  at  Madison,  both  in  his 
native  county.  In  1889  he  went  to  the  Pacific  Coast,  and  took  a  timber  claim 
of  160  acres  in  the  state  of  Washington.  In  1891  he  returned  to  Wisconsin,  and 
rented  his  father’s  farm  in  Dane  County  for  two  years.  In  1893  he  purchased 
80  acres  near  Madison,  which  he  sold  in  1896.  Then  he  worked  as  a  carpenter 
at  Mt.  Horeb  for  a  while,  after  which  he  became  manager  of  the  Farmers’ 
Store  at  that  place.  In  1910  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  bought  132  acres  in 
Section  5,  east,  Dallas  Township.  Of  this  he  cleared  90  acres  and  broke  60 
acres.  He  also  put  up  a  good  set  of  buildings,  including  a  pleasant  home  and  a 
barn,  34  by  100  feet,  furnished  with  James  equipment.  He  also  set  out  a  good 
orchard.  On  this  place,  for  a  decade,  he  successfully  carried  on  general  farm¬ 
ing  and  dairying.  He  developed  a  good  herd  of  pure-blooded  Shorthorn  cattle 
and  a  good  drove  of  pure-blooded  Duroc-Jersey  swine.  He  has  been  a  friend  of 
every  good  movement  that  has  for  its  object  the  progress  of  the  community  and 
he  is  regarded  as  a  useful  and  influential  citizen.  In  1920  he  rented  his  farm 
to  his  son,  Edwin  O.,  and  took  his  family  to  the  state  of  Washington,  where  he 
is  looking  after  his  timber  lands.  For  one  term  he  was  clerk  of  the  school 
board  of  his  district  here.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  popular  member  of  Chetek 
Lodge  of  Masons.  Mr.  Granum  was  married  at  Klevenville,  Wis.,  to  Olena 
Skindrud,  who  was  born  at  Klevenville,  May  7,  1865,  the  daughter  of  Erik  and 
Dorothy  (Lukkon)  Skindrud,  natives  of  Norway,  both  now  deceased.  This 
union  has  been  blessed  with  four  children:  Inger  D.,  born  Oct.  3,  1893;  Edwin 
O.,  born  Jan  13,  1895;  Martha  S.,  born  Dec.  15,  1899;  and  Gladys  M.,  born  Jan. 
4,  1906.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Edwin  O.  Granum,  who  operates  the  well-known  Woodland  Farm,  in  Sec¬ 
tion  5,  east,  Dallas  Township,  owned  by  his  father,  was  born  at  Mount  Horeb, 
Dane  County,.  Wis.,  Jan.  13,  1896,  the  son  of  Knute  and  Olena  (Skindrud) 
Granum,  who  sent  him  to  the  public  schools  in  his  native  county.  He  was  fif¬ 
teen  when  the  family  came  here,  and  he  helped  to  develop  the  farm  and  as¬ 
sisted  his  father  with  the  work.  In  1919  he  took  a  course  in  the  Agricultural 
College  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin  at  Madison.  With  this  preparation,  he 
took  hold  of  the  home  farm  in  1920.  He  is  continuing  it  along  the  sound  lines 
started  by  his  father,  and  is  already  well  on  the  road  to  success.  He  is  well 
liked  in  the  community  and  is  a  man  of  considerable  influence.  Fraternally, 
he  is  a  popular  member  of  Chetek  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  Mr.  Granum  was  mar¬ 
ried  in  Maple  Grove  Township,  June  6,  1920,  to  Gertrude  Nelson,  who  was 
born  at  Modena,  Buffalo  County,  Wis.,  on  Dec.  20,  1894,  the  daughter  of  Ole 
and  Mary  (Lee)  Nelson,  the  former  of  whom  is  dead  and  the  latter  of  whom  is 
now  the  wife  of  Edward  Huseth  of  Maple  Grove  Township. 

Herman  Zuehlke,  now  living  retired  at  Barron,  was  born  in  Germany,  and 
was  there  educated  and  reared  to  manhood.  He  came  to  America  in  the  early 
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eighties,  and  with  headquarters  at  Menomonie,  Dunn  County,  this  state,  worked 
for  several  years  for  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  Then  for  two  years  he  worked  as  a 
sawmill  employe  in  Rice  Lake.  In  1896  he  bought  100  acres  of  wild  land  in 
Section  30,  Dallas  Township,  put  up  a  good  set  of  buildings,  and  cleared  sev¬ 
enty  acres.  There  he  carried  on  general  farming  and  dairying  until  1920,  when 
he  retired  and  moved  to  Barron,  where  he  now  lives.  He  is  held  in  esteem  and 
respect  by  all  who  know  him.  Mr.  Zuehlke  was  married  on  April  26,  1889,  at 
Dallas,  Wis.,  to  Lena  Radtke.  This  union  was  blessed  with  six  children: 
Martha,  born  June  16,  1892,  is  now  the  wife  of  Fred  Glaser,  of  Dunn  County, 
this  state;  Paul,  born  Feb.  4,  1894,  is  a  farmer  in  Prairie  Farm  Township; 
Alma,  born  June  13,  1896,  is  residing  at  home;  August,  born  June  4,  1897; 
Elizabeth,  born  May  7,  1901,  now  the  wife  of  Albert  Kalenbeck,  of  Prairie  Farm 
Township;  and  Marie,  born  Jan.  13,  1903,  who  resides  at  home. 

August  Zuehlke,  an  active  farmer  of  Section  30,  Dallas  Township,  was 
born  on  the  farm  where  he  still  lives,  June  4,  1897,  the  son  of  Herman  and  Lena 
(Radtke)  Zuehlke.  He  attended  the  district  schools,  learned  farming  from  his 
father,  and  worked  with  his  father  until  1920,  when  he  bought  the  farm.  He 
is  continuing  the  improvements  made  by  his  father,  and  is  carrying  on  general 
farming  and  dairying.  He  has  a  good  herd  of  Holsteins,  headed  by  a  full- 
blooded  sire,  and  a  good  drove  of  Duroc-Jersey  swine.  He  is  well  liked  by  the 
people  of  the  community  and  is  getting  a  good  start  in  life.  He  was  married 
Aug.  24,  1921,  to  Lydia  Kurschner,  daughter  of  John  and  Kate  (Miller)  Kursch- 
ner,  farmers  of  Prairie  Farm  Township. 

Henry  O.  Hanson,  a  well-to-do  farmer  of  Section  12,  Dallas  Township,  is 
a  native  of  this  county,  having  been  born  in  Maple  Grove  Township,  March  6, 
1876,  son  of  Ole  Hanson  Severud  and  Lena  (Arneson)  Hanson  Severud,  his 
wife.  Mrs.  Hanson  Severud  died  March  6,  1912,  and  her  husband  subsequently 
married  Mrs.  Ingeborg  Berg,  widow  of  Knute  Berg.  Henry  O.  Hanson  received 
his  education  in  the  district  schools  and  was  reared  to  farm  pursuits  by  his 
father.  In  1894,  in  order  to  have  a  little  experience  away  from  home  before 
settling  down  to  his  life  work,  he  went  to  Foster  County,  North  Dakota,  where 
he  worked  on  the  famous  Casey  Ranch,  which  consisted  of  100,000  acres,  of 
which  16,000  was  then  under  cultivation.  In  1899  he  came  back  to  Barron 
County  and  purchased  80  acres  in  Section  12,  Dallas  Township.  In  1906  he 
bought  40  acres  more.  In  1919  he  bought  still  another  40  acres.  This  makes 
him  a  good  farm  of  160  acres.  He  has  cleared  about  106  acres  of  this^  and  has 
erected  a  fine  set  of  buildings.  The  pleasant  home,  just  completed,  is  comfort¬ 
able,  with  modern  conveniences.  The  barn  is  36  by  92  feet,  with  14-foot  posts* 
It  has  a  full  basement  and  a  center  driveway.  The  equipment  is  of  the  James 
system.  Both  house  and  barn  are  equipped  with  the  Delco  lighting  system. 
The  yard  is  well  kept,  the  fences  are  in  good  repair,  the  tools  and  machinery  are 
excellent,  and  everything  about  the  place  makes  it  a  profitable  and  prosperous 
farm.  Mr.  Hanson  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  and 
has  a  fine  herd  of  high-grade  Holsteins,  headed  by  a  full-blooded  sire.  Aside 
from  being  an  expert  farmer,  Mr.  Hanson  is  possessed  of  considerable  mechan¬ 
ical  ability.  For  four  years  he  operated  a  sawmill  in  Dallas  Village.  During 
this  time  he  cut  60,000  feet  of  lumber  from  timber  which  he  logged  on  the 
home  place,  and  which  he  used  in  erecting  his  barn  and  outbuidings.  He  is  also 
interested  with  Knute  Hanson,  in  a  threshing  outfit,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Hanson  &  Hanson.  Mr.  Hanson  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  useful  men  in 
the  community.  He  is  thoroughly  modern  in  his  methods,  he  uses  a  high  intel¬ 
ligence  in  his  operations,  and  his  hard  work  and  industry  have  been  rewarded 
with  success.  Busy  as  he  has  been  with  his  work,  however,  he  has  not  been 
unmindful  of  his  public  duties,  and  he  is  doing  good  service  as  clerk  of  his 
school  board.  Mr.  Hanson  was  married  at  Dallas,  Wis.,  on  May  7,  1906,  to  Inga 
Peterson,  who  was  born  at  Strum,  Trempealeau  County,  Wis.,  Feb.  1,  1888,  the 
daughter  of  John  and  Alena  Peterson,  who  now  live  retired  in  Dallas.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hanson  have  six  children.  Evelyn  L.  was  born  May  10,  1907;  Orpha  M. 
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’fcras  born  NOv.  15,  1910,  and  died  Sept.  20,  1921,  after  an  illness  lasting  but 
about  30  minutes ;  Joseph  0.  was  born  May  11,  1912;  Lila  B.  was  born  Nov.  6, 
1914 ;  Herbert  F.  was  born  Nov.  24,  1917 ;  Myrtle  E.  was  born  April  7,  1919. 
The  family  attends  the  Free  Church  at  Dallas. 

Rnute  Amundson,  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  in  the  vicinity  of  the  present 
Village  of  Dallas,  was  born  in  Norway  and  was  there  reared  and  educated. 
He  married  Rena  Evensdotter,  also  a  native  of  that  country.  They  came  to 
America  in  the  sixties,  and  settled  in  Dane  County,  this  state.  From  there  they 
came  to  Barron  County,  in  1870,  accompanied  by  Nels  Tollefson  and  Christ 
Sorenson,  and  their  families.  These  three  settled  in  Dallas  Township,  and 
were  the  first  to  live  near  the  village.  Mr.  Amundson  took  a  homestead  of 
160  acres  of  wild  land  in  Section  2.  He  put  up  a  set  of  log  buildings  and 
started  to  clear  the  land.  As  time  progressed,  he  erected  a  good  set  of  frame 
structures,  and  placed  nearly  all  the  land  under  cultivation.  In  1903  he  sold 
a  part  of  his  place  to  his  son,  John,  but  continued  to  live  thereon  until  his 
death,  in  the  fall  of  1917.  His  wife  had  passed  away  March  7,  1914.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Amundson  had  ten  children:  Andrew  (deceased),  Anna,  Even,  Olive  (de¬ 
ceased),  Theodore  (deceased),  Clara,  Ida,  Emma  (deceased),  John  and  Oscar. 

John  Amundson,  a  well  known  farmer  of  Section  2,  Dallas  Township,  is  a 
native  of  this  county,  born  on  the  place  where  he  still  lives,  May  4,  1881,  the 
son  of  Knute  and  Rena  (Evensdotter)  Amundson.  He  attended  the  district 
schools  and  learned  farming  from  his  father.  In  1903  he  purchased  103  acres 
of  the  home  place.  To  the  improvement  and  operation  of  this  farm  he  has 
since  devoted  his  attention.  In  1913  the  old  home  was  destroyed  by  fire,  and 
he  replaced  it  with  a  modern,  eight-room  dwelling.  He  successfully  carries  on 
general  farming  and  dairying  and  has  a  fine  herd  of  graded  Durham  cattle. 
Mr.  Aipundson  keeps  well  abreast  of  the  times,  his  judgment  is  respected,  and 
he  stands  well  with  all  who  know  him.  He  was  married  Sept.  5,  1902,  to  Anna 
Wintrone,  who  was  born  in  Dallas  Township,  this  county,  on  April  26,  1882, 
the  daughter  of  Trone  and  Gunhild  (Hazelhaugen)  Wintrone,  of  that  township. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Amundson  have  nine  children:  Clara  T.  was  born  April  27,  1903, 
and  is  a  teacher.  Genard  W.  was  born  Jan.  26,  1905.  Herman  L.  was  born 
Sept.  5,  1907.  Lloyd  L.  was  born  July  10,  1909;  Wallace  T.  was  born  Aug.  19, 
1911;  Griffin  M.  was  born  Oct.  23,  1913;  Ben  E.  was  born  Sept.  3,  1916;  Ken¬ 
neth  J.  was  born  July  24,  1918;  and  Lawrence  was  born  Dec.  24,  1919,  and  died 
in  infanwr.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Marais  G.  Jones,  a  prosperous  and  progressive  farmer  of  Section  5,  west, 
Dallas  Township,  wa?  born  in  La  Crosse  County,  this  state.  May  15,  1895,  the 
son  of  David  J.  and  Minnie  (Hanson)  Jones,  who  brought  him  to  Barron  County 
in  1903.  He  attended  the  district  schools  and  learned  farming  from  his  par¬ 
ents.  March  1,  1919,  he  bought  the  home  farm  of  120  acres  in  Section  5,  Dallas 
Township.  There  he  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying  and 
has  a  fine  herd  of  Guernseys  headed  by  a  full-blooded  sire.  He  is  using  modern 
methods  in  his  farming,  he  is  well  along  the  road  to  success,  and  he  is  highly 
regarded  by  all  who  know  him.  He  believes  in  everything  that  is  for  the 
betterment  of  the  farming  community,  and  has  taken  stock  in  the  Fourtowns 
Cheese  Factory,  the  Stock  Sales  Pavilion  at  Barron,  and  the  Prairie  Farm 
Telephone  Co.  Mr.  Jones  was  married  at  Minneapolis  on  Feb.  4,  1919,  to 
Blanche  E.  Hughes,  who  was  born  at  Eagle  Bend,  Minn.,  on  Dec.  19,  1895,  the 
daughter  of  William  and  Ella  (Hanson)  Hughes,  for  many  years  farmers  of 
Maple  Grove  Township.  In  the  Hughes  family  there  are  eight  children: 
Blanche  E.,  Grace,  Charles,  George,  Paul,  John,  Robert  and  Donald.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Jones  have  one  child,  Virgil  M.,  born  Jan.  6,  1920. 

Ove  G.  Amdall,  at  one  time  the  owner  of  extensive  interests  in  Barron 
County  and  now  the  owner  and  operator  of  a  fine  place  of  340  acres  in  Welch 
Township,  Goodhue  County,  Minnesota,  was  born  in  Norway,  and  was  there 
reared  and  educated.  He  came  to  America  in  the  early  seventies  and  located 
on  a  farm  in  Story  County,  Iowa.  There  he  married  Agatha  Barke,  the  daugh- 
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ter  of  a  neighbor.  By  hard  work  and  diligent  application  they  attained  a  com¬ 
petence.  In  1900  Mr.  Amdall  came  to  Barron  County  and  acquired  agricultural 
land  here.  In  all  he  owned  at  different  times  five  different  farms.  In  1914  he 
sold  all  his  interests  here  and  moved  to  Northfleld  in  Rice  County,  Minnesota, 
with  the  intention  of  retiring.  But  later  he  purchased  his  present  place  and 
is  still  successfully  engaged  in  agricultural  operations.  By  his  first  wife,  who 
died  in  1899,  he  had  eight  children:  Ellen  (deceased),  Ellen,  Andrew,  Martin 
(deceased),  Myrtle,  Owen,  Agatha  and  Herman.  By  his  second  wife,  Olga 
Thereby,  he  has  three  children,  Otto,  Olive  and  Martin. 

Andrew  Amdall,  who  occupies  an  excellent  position  as  one  of  the  most 
prominent  men  in  Dallas  Township,  was  born  in  Story  County,  Iowa,  June  24, 
1884,  the  son  of  Ove  G.  and  Agatha  (Barke)  Amdall,  natives  of  Norway.  He 
received  a  common  and  high  school  education  and  came  to  this  county  with  his 
parents  in  1900.  In  1906  he  rented  a  farm  in  Section  15,  Dallas  Township,  for 
two  years.  In  the  fall  of  1908  he  purchased  100  acres  in  Section  21,  which  he 
sold  the  next  year.  For  a  while  in  1909-10  he  traveled  in  the  southern  and 
western  states.  In  1911  he  purchased  120  acres  in  Section  9,  east,  Dallas 
Township.  There  he  built  a  modern  house,  silo,  granary,  machine  shed  and 
other  buildings.  He  also  improved  the  land  and  put  in  new  fences.  There, 
through  years  of  hard  work,  he  developed  as  good  a  place  as  was  to  be  found 
in  the  neighborhood.  In  1919  he  sold  this  place  and  bought  his  present  farm 
of  120  acres  in  Section  13,  west,  Dallas  Township.  This  piece  of  larfd,  within 
the  village  limits  of  Dallas,  was  once  owned  by  his  father.  He  has  remodeled 
the  house,  fixed  over  the  barn*  and  erected  a  silo,  machine  shed  and  other 
buildings.  He  has  also  put  up  new  fences,  further  improved  the  land  and 
purchased  suitable  tools,  implements  and  equipment.  Here  he  successfully 
carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  He  has  a  good  herd  of  high  grade 
Guernseys  headed  by  a  pure-blooded  sire,  and  a  good  drove  of  Duroe-Jersey 
swine.  His  business  holdings  include  stock  in  the  Farmers  Store  at  Dallas. 
Mr.  Amdall  was  married  Oct.  4,  1912;  to  Mildred  Keyes,  who  was  born  in  Bar- 
rbn  County  Sept.  28,  1893,  the  daughter  of  Lucius  and  Harriet  (Fauver) 
Keyes.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Amdall  have  four  children.  Marvel  J.  was  born  July  17, 
1914;  Emmett  F.  and  Ellis  B.  (twins)  were  born  Oct.  12,  1916,  and  Lawrence 
K.  was  born  May  20,  1918.  "  <  •  1 

<  Perry  V.  Nicklow,  the  prosperous  owner  of  the  fertile  and  productive 
Summit  Farm,  which  is  as  good  a  place  as  can  be  found  in  the  neighborhood, 
was  bom  in  Fulton  County,  Indiana,  Oct.  30,  1867,  the  son  of  Samuel  and 
Elizabeth  (Beach)  Nicklow.  He  attended  school  in  his  native  county  and 
also  in  Barron  County  after  his  parents  brought  him  here  in  1880.  He  grew  up 
on  the  home  place  which  constitutes  40  acres  of  his  present  farm.  He  pur¬ 
chased  this  tract  in  1895  when  but  eighteen  years  old.  He  and  his-  brother, 
Frank  E.,  bought  40  acres  in  the  same  section  and  cut  nearly  all  the  timber  off 
the  place.  As  time  passed  he  bought  40  acres  in  Section  4  and  40  acres  in 
Section  8,  making  in  all  a  fine  farm  of  160  acres.  Of  this  about  100  acres  are 
under  cultivation.  In  addition  to  the  160  acres  Mrs.  Nicklow  owns  20  acres  in 
Section  17.  In  1894  Mr.  Nicklow  built  the  present  comfortable  home  of  eight 
rooms  and  fitted  with  many  modern  conveniences.  The  modern  barn  was  built 
in  1913.  It  is  36  by  60  feet  and  furnished  with  many  approved  appliances.  The 
other  buildings  have  been  erected  as  necessity  has  demanded.  The  house  and 
bam  are  lighted  with  the  Fuller  &  Johnson  electric  system  and  supplied  with 
running  water.  The  whole  set  of  buildings  is  most  sightly,  with  pleasant 
yard  and  drive,  and  has  the  appearance  of  being  one  of  the  best  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood.  The  farm  is  well  tilled  and  well  fenced,  and  under  Mr.  Nicklow*s 
capable  management  has  proven  most  profitable.  The  equipment  in  tools,  im¬ 
plements  and  machinery  is  of  the  best.  Mr.  Nicklow  carries  on  general  farm¬ 
ing  and  dairying  and  has  a  fine  herd  of  Guernsey  cattle  headed  by  a  full- 
blooded  sire.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Barron  Stock  Pavilion,  and  in  the 
Dallas  and  Prairie  Farm  Telephone  Co.  He  was  dne  of  the  organizers  and 
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for  years  a  stockholder  in  the  Dallas  Co-operative  Creamery,  and  is  a  member 
of  the  Ridgeland  and  Hillsdale  Shipping  Association.  Widely  known  through¬ 
out  this  part  of  the  county  he  is  one  of  the  most  influential  men  in  the  com¬ 
munity.  He  is  a  fine  type  of  the  modern  progressive  farmer,  working  hard, 
directing  his  efforts  with  intelligence  and  science,  and  keeping  well  abreast 
of  the  times  by  wide  reading.  His  opinions  are  held  in  much  weight  and  he 
is  a  useful  citizen  in  every  respect.  For  thirty  years  he  has  served  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  school  board  of  his  district  and  has  done  excellent  service.  Mr. 
Nicklow  was  married  Jan.  22,  1896,  to  Mattie  L.  Foster,  who  was  born  in  Muk- 
wonago,  Wis.,  April  19,  1874,  the  daughter  of  William  S.  and  Lottie  F.  (Smart) 
Foster.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  two  children:  Lloyd  H.,  born  Nov. 
4,  1899,  who  died  Aug.  28,  1914,  and  Mayneen  E.,  born  July  1,  1905.  The  fam¬ 
ily  faith  is  that  of  the  Free  Baptist  Church. 

Leon  W.  Jewett,  an  influential  farmer  of  Section  17,  east,  Dallas  Town¬ 
ship,  was  bom  in  Richland  County,  this  state,  the  son  of  Franklin  S.  and  Lucy 
(Lewis)  Jewett,  natives  respectively  of  Wisconsin  and  New  York  state.  These 
good  people  farmed  a  number  of  years  in  Dane  County,  this  state,  and  then 
moved  to  Richland  County,  also  in  this  state,  where  they  secured  40  acres  on 
which  they  erected  a  set  of  buildings  and  developed  a  good  farm.  The  father 
died  there  Jan.  1,  1918  and  the  mother  now  lives  in  Ithaca,  Wis.  In  the  family 
there  were  eight  children:  Mabel,  who  died  in  1909;  Charles,  Harvey,  Arthur 
(deceased),  Morris;  Ralph,  who  died  in  1904;  Leon  W.  and  Grace.  Leon  W. 
received  his  education  in  the  district  schools  of  his  native  county,  learned 
farming  from  his  father,  and  remained  at  home  for  many  years.  In  1907  he 
became  a  painter,  a  trade  which  he  followed  for  two  years.  In  1909  he  rented 
a  farm  in  his  native  county,  but  after  being  there  a  while  he  lost  everything 
by  fire  and  again  took  up  the  painting  trade.  In  1913  he  bought  160  acres  in 
Willow  Township,  Richland  County.  He  sold  this  in  1914  and  came  to  Barron 
County,  and  purchased  80  acres  in  section  15,  Dovre  Township.  He  repaired 
the  buildings,  built  a  barn  and  silo,  and  continued  the  development  of  the 
land.  Here  he  carried  on  general  farming  till  the  fall  of  1919  when  he  sold 
and  moved  to  his  present  farm  in  section  17,  east,  Dallas  Township.  Here  he 
carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying  and  has  a  good  herd  of  Holstein  cat¬ 
tle,  headed  by  a  full  blooded  sire.  He  keeps  well  abreast  of  his  times  by  reading 
the  farm  journals  and  attending  various  meetings,  and  he  is  following  tried 
and  approved  methods  in  all  his  operations.  Mr.  Jewett  was  married  in  Rich¬ 
land  County,  Wis.,  on  May  5,  1909,  to  Alice  Fitzgerald,  who  was  bora  at 
Richland  Center,  Wis.,  the  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Emma  (Pickering)  Fitz¬ 
gerald,  the  former  of  whom  is  dead  and  the  latter  of  whom  is  now  married  to 
August  Friday  and  lives  at  Richland  Center,  Richland  County,  this  state.  In 
the  Fitzgerald  family  there  were  eight  children:  Nellie,  William,  Gerald,  Ed¬ 
ward,  Jessie,  Alice,  Helen  and  Charlotte.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jewett  are  the  parents 
of  two  children.  Arlene  was  bora  May  2,  1910.  Agnes  L.  was  born  Nov.  30, 
1913.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Free  Methodist  Church. 

Emil  Anderson,  an  estimable  citizen  of  section  35,  Dallas  Township,  was 
born  in  Norway,  April  2,  1866,  the  son  of  John  and  Ellen  (Hendrickson)  An-, 
derson.  The  father  died  in  that  country,  and  the  mother  came  to  America  and  * 
settled  in  Trempealeau  County,  this  state.  Later  she  married  Ole  Anderson. 
He  lives  in  Sand  Creek  in  Dunn  County,  and  she  is  now  dead.  The  subject  of 
this  sketch  was  brought  to  Trempealeau  County  in  1868  and  to  Dunn  County  in 
1874.  He  received  a  common  school  education  and  learned  farming  at  home.  In 
1895  he  purchased  his  present  farm  of  160  acres.  He  has  erected  a  good  set 
of  buildings,  including  a  pleasant  home  and  a  barn,  which  is  furnished  with 
Louden  equipment.  About  90  acres  of  the  tract  are  under  cultivation.  Here 
he  successfully  carries  on  general  fanning  and  dairying,  owning  a  good  herd 
of  Holstein  cattle.  He  is  a  hard  working,  industrious  man  who  is  interested 
in  the  public  welfare  and  has  taken  great  pride  in  his  home  and  in  his  fine 
family.  He  was  married  Oct.  4,  1894,  to  Julia  Werner,  who  was  born  at  Sand 
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Creek,  Dunn  County,  Dec.  12,  1876,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Everson) 
Werner,  early  settlers  of  Dunn  County,  this  state.  The  father  died  Nov.  16, 
1911,  and  the  mother  now  makes  her  home  with  the  Anderson  family.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Anderson  have  ten  children.  John  William  was  born  Jan.  21,  1896.  Ellen 
was  born  May  19,  1896,  and  is  the  wife  of  Roy  Ellefson  of  Dallas  Township. 
Henry  was  born  Jan.  13,  1898,  and  died  Dec.  3,  1899.  Henry  was  born  Dec.  7, 
1899.  Morris  was  born  Dec.  10,  1901,  and  is  now  dead.  Edna  E.  was  born 
March  8,  1904.  Alpha  C.  was  born  Aug.  14,  1906.  Jule  E.  was  born  May  7,  1908. 
Freeman  was  born  Aug.  10,  1910.  Louella  was  born  Sept.  26,  1913.  The  family 
faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

John  J.  Arnevik,  a  substantial  farmer  of  sections  31  and  36,  Dallas  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  Norway,  Aug.  18,  1872,  the  son  of  John  and  Gertrude  Hal¬ 
verson,  both  of  whom  are  now  dead.  He  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native 
land,  and  came  to  America  in  1889.  For  a  while  he  did  farm  work  in  Dane 
County,  this  state,  then  in  Dunn  County,  this  state,  and  then  in  Steele  County, 
N.  D.  In  1898  he  rented  a  farm  in  Dunn  County.  Three  years  later,  in  1901,  he 
came  to  Barron  County,  and  purchased  his  present  place  of  146  acres.  He 
erected  a  good  set  of  buildings,  installed  running  water  and  other  conveniences, 
and  has  cleared  up  forty  acres.  He  now  has  130  acres  under  cultivation.  He 
carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying  and  has  a  good  herd  of  Durham  cattle. 
In  addition  to  his  farm,  he  owns  a  pleasant  home  and  good  lot  in  Colfax,  Wis. 
He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers’  Store  at  Dallas.  He  is  .a  hard  working 
man,  who  takes  much  pride  in  his  place,  and  he  is  developing  as  good  a  farm 
as  is  to  be  found  in  the  neighborhood.  Mr.  Amevik  was  married  at  Hope, 
N.  D.,  Oct.  28,  1899,  to  Olive  Martinson,  who  was  bom  Nov.  6,  1872,  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  John  and  Olia  (Olson)  Martinson,  natives  of  Norway,  who  came  to  Amer¬ 
ica  in  1872  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Dane  County,  Wis.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Amevik 
have  four  children:  Garfield  J.  was  born  Jan.  10,  1901;  Ona  J.  was  bom  Dec. 
9,  1902;  Julia  O.  was  born  April  7,  1905;  and  Helmer  M.  was  born  Jan.  4,  1907. 
The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Ole  T.  Anderson,  a  well-to-do  farmer  living  in  Dallas  Township,  on  the 
Dunn  County  line,  was  born  in  Norway,  Feb.  17,  1860,  the  son  of  Thorston  and 
Skjerste  (Hanson)  Anderson.  These  good  people  came  from  Norway  in  1861, 
and  located  on  a  farm  in  Dunn  County.  In  1874  he  took  a  homestead  of  160 
acres,  80  of  which  lie  in  section  31,  east,  Dallas  Township,  and  80  of  which 
lie  in  section  6,  Sand  Creek  Township,  Dunn  County.  He  built  a  set  of  build¬ 
ings  on  the  Dallas  tract  and  started  to  clear  up  the  land.  He  was  just  getting 
a  start  when  he  died  on  March  4,  1875.  The  mother  died  May  27,  1907.  In  the 
family  there  were  eight  children:  Andrew  (deceased),  Hans,  Halver,  Ole  T., 
Bessie,  Lena,  Christina  and  John  (deceased).  Ole  T.  was  brought  to  this  state 
as  an  infant.  He  attended  the  district  schools  and  learned  farming  from  his 
father.  After  his  father’s  death,  he  continued  on  the  farm,  and  in  time  bought 
out  the  other  heirs.  To  the  homestead  he  has  added  40  acres  in  section  31, 
Dallas  Township,  so  that  he  now  has  a  good  farm  of  200  acres.  He  has  cleared 
and  broken  160  acres,  put  up  good  fences  and  secured  suitable  equipment.  He 
also  erected  a  good  set  of  buildings.  On  this  place  he  profitably  conducts 
general  farming  and  dairying.  He  is  a  hard  working  man  of  good  judgment,  he 
believes  in  modern  and  progressive  methods,  and  his  opinions  are  held  in  high 
regard  throughout  the  neighborhood.  In  public  affairs  he  has  been  town  super¬ 
visor  and  he  has  served  on  the  school  board  of  his  district  for  many  years.  Mr. 
Anderson  was  married  March  22,  1890,  to  Mary  Nerison,  who  was  born  in 
Vernon  County,  Wis.,  Oct.  16,  1871,  the  daughter  of  Osmund  and  Margaret 
Nerison,  natives  of  Norway,  who  came  to  America  in  1867  and  settled  in  Ver¬ 
non  County,  where  they  remained  until  1875,  when  they  moved  to  Trempeau- 
leau  County.  From  there  they  went  in  1879  to  South  Dakota,  and  in  1887  came 
to  Barron  County,  Wis.,  settling  in  Stanley  Township,  where  Mr.  Nerison 
died  Dec.  14,  1904.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  Since  his  death  his  wife 
has  resided  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Ed  Erickson,  of  Stanley  Township,  this 
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county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson  have  had  eight  children:  John  T.  was  bom 
Sept.  12,  1891,  and  died  April  26,  1893.  Mollie  was  bom  April  3,  1893,  and  died 
April  23,  1893.  Oscar  M.  was  born  Nov:  8,  1894,  and  died  Jan.  28,  1896.  Wil¬ 
helm  A.  was  born  Feb.  1, 1896.  Mabel  C.  was  born  Jan.  1,  1899,  and  is  the  wife 
of  Gust  Granum  of  Sand  Creek  Township,  Dunn  County.  An  unnamed  child 
was  born  March  18,  1902,  and  died  in  infancy.  Morris  T.  was  bora  Nov.  13, 
1904.  Joseph  was  born  Sept.  27,  1907,  and  died  in  infancy.  The  family  faith 
is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church.  • 

Frederick  Newman,  who  has  developed  a  good  farm  in  Dallas  Township,  on 
which  he  is  now  living  retired,  enjoying  the  fruits  of  a  well  spent  and  indus¬ 
trious  life,  was  born  in  Germany  and  was  there  reared  and  educated.  As  a 
young  man  he  married  Minnie  Bendeline,  also  a  native  of  that  country.  In 
1881  they  set  out  to  try  their  fortunes  in  the  new  world.  After  landing  at 
Baltimore,  Md.,  they  continued  their  way  until  they  reached  Menomonie,  Dunn 
County,  this  state.  From  there  they  came  to  Barron  County  and  bought  40 
acres  in  section  21,  Dallas  Township.  There  Mr.  Newman  put  up  a  set  of  log 
buildings  and  started  farming.  As  his  prosperity  increased,  he  bought  80  acres 
in  section  21  and  40  acres  in  section  19.  He  also  erected  a  good  set  of  modem 
buildings.  Here  for  forty  long  years  he  carried  on  general  fanning  and  dairy¬ 
ing.  He  worked  early  and  late,  ever  taking  his  deepest  interest  in  his  family, 
his  home  and  his  farm;  and  in  time  by  earnest  effort,  assisted  by  his  good 
wife,  he  achieved  success.  As  the  father  of  children  he  is  interested  in  educa¬ 
tion,  and  has  served  for  several  years  as  a  member  of  the  school  board/ of  his 
district.  In  1916  he  retired  but  still  lives  on  the  home  place,  with  his  son,  Fred 
E.,  who  rented  it  in  1915  and  purchased  it  in  1920.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Newman  were 
the  parents  of  eight  children:  Minnie  is  the  wife  of  August  Richard.  Gust  is 
farming  in  Dallas  Township.  Lena  is  the  wife  of  Fred  Kottke  of  Dunn  County, 
this  state.  Bertha  is  the  wife  of  Mathew  Anderson  of  Dallas.  Martha  is  the 
wife  of  John  Mork  of  Dunn  County.  Fred  E.  owns  the  home  farm.  Mary  lives 
with  her  parents,  and  Louise  is  the  wife  of  George  Serley  of  Chetek  Township. 

Fred  E.  Newman,  an  energetic  and  active  farmer  of  sections  19  and  21, 
Dallas  Township,  is  a  native  of  this  county,  bom  on  the  farm  where  he  now 
lives,  Dec.  25,  1892,  the  son  of  Fredrick  and  Minnie  (Bendeline)  Newman,  who 
settled  on  the  place  in  1885.  Fred  E.  was  reared  here  and  received  his  education 
in  the  district  school.  He  thoroughly  learned  farming  from  his  father  and 
gradually  took  over  the  responsibilities  of  the  farm.  In  1915  he  rented  the 
place  and  in  1920  he  purchased  it.  He  is  keeping  everything  in  the  beat  of 
repair  and  is  successfully  carrying  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  He  has 
a  good  herd  of  graded  Shorthorns  and  a  good  drove  of  Poland-China  swine. 
Mr.  Newman  takes  his  part  in  public  affairs  as  a  good  citizen  and  is  popular 
with  the  young  people  of  the  neighborhood.  For  three  years  he  has  served  as 
clerk  of  the  school  board. 

Thomas  Austin,  a  well-to-do  farmer  of  section  6,  east,  Dallas  Township,  is 
one  of  the  most  honored  and  respected  men  of  the  community.  He  is  a  hard 
working,  industrious  man,  of  good  judgment  and  high  principles,  and  he  is 
an  excellent  example  of  the  men  who  have  come  to  this  country  from  other 
lands,  and  here  by  industry  and  shrewdness,  have  acquired  success.  He  was 
born  in  Norway,  March  '5,  1850,  the  son  of  Austin  and  Anna  (Tollefson)  Austin, 
both  now  deceased.  He  attended  school  in  Norway,  and  as  a  youth  learned 
the  stone  mason’s  trade.  In  1872  he  started  for  America,  and  after  a  long  and 
tedious  trip,  landed  at  Quebec,  from  which  city  he  came  directly  to  Milwaukee 
in  this  state.  There  he  worked  for  a  while  at  his  trade,  helping  to  erect  the 
Pftster  Hotel.  Later  he  settled  in  Lowville  Township,  Columbia  County,  this 
state,  where  he  and  his  brother,  Germen,  bought  280  acres  of  land  which  they 
worked  together  for  several  years.  Then  they  sold  80  acres  to  another  brother, 
Anunn,  and  divided  the  remainder,  so  that  each  received  100  acres.  There  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  continued  to  farm  for  a  number  of  years,  also  doing 
considerable  work  at  his  trade  at  the  same  time.  He  was  well  known  and  well 
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liked  among  his  neighbors,  and  served  as  township  assessor.  In  1901  he  sold 
his  Columbia  County  interests  and  came  to  Barron  County,  where  he  bought 
132  acres  in  section  6,  east,  Dallas  Township.  The  tract  was  then  all  wild  land. 
He  erected  a  fine  set  of  buildings.  The  foundations  he  laid  himself,  he  got  out 
the  timber  from  which  most  of  the  lumber  was  made,  and  he  did  much  of  the 
actual  work  of  putting  up  the  buildings.  He  has  also  cleared  more  than  100 
acres.  Although  over  seventy,  Mr.  Austin  is  one  of  the  most  active  men  in  the 
neighborhood.  Last  winter,  in  addition  to  doing  his  farm  work,  he  cut  over 
65  cords  of  wood,  besides  felling  the  timber  for  it.  He  has  a  good  place  and 
takes  just  pride  in  his  family,  his  farm  and  his  home.  In  public  affairs  he  has 
served  for  three  years  as  a  member  of  the  school  board.  In  1903  Mr.  Austin’s 
house  was  destroyed  by  fire,  but  he  has  replaced  it  with  a  new  frame  house 
erected  entirely  by  himself.  Mr.  Austin  was  married  at  Otsego,  Columbia  County, 
Wis.,  in  June,  1878,  to  Emma  Thompson,  who  was  born  at  that  place,  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Rolef  and  Esther  (Halverson)  Thompson,  both  now  deceased.  This 
union  has  been  blessed  with  ten  children:  Anna  (first)  and  Robert  C.  are  dead; 
Anna  (second)  is  the  wife  of  Alex  Gullickson  of  Barron  Township.  Otto  farms 
in  Dallas  Township;  Inga  is  the  wife  of  Anton  Johnson  of  Chetek;  Esther  is 
the  wife  of  Emil  Fleming  of  Dallas;  Nettie  is  working  in  the  Barron  City 
Hospital;  Robert  is  helping  his  father  on  the  home  farm;  Mabel  works  in  the 
Barron  Hospital,  and  Bella  is  at  home.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwe¬ 
gian  Lutheran  Church. 

Samuel  B.  Brusen,  manager  of  the  Dallas  store  of  the  Farmers’  Store  Co., 
has  been  connected  with  the  mercantile  business  since'  his  youth,  is  well  qual¬ 
ified  for  his  position  and  is  maintaining  a  high  standard  of  goods  and  service. 
He  was  born  in  Denmark,  June  7,  1888,  son  of  Peter  and  Margaret  (Sorenson) 
Brusen,  who  came  to  America  in  that  year  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Chetek 
Township,  this  county.  Samuel  B.  was  reared  in  Chetek  and  Superior,  and 
found  his  first  employment  at  the  Chetek  store  of  the  Farmers’  Store  Co.  In 
1909  he  became  manager  for  the  Snyder,  Robarger  Mercantile  Co.  at  Spooner, 
but  later  resumed  his  employment  with  the  Farmers'  Store  Company,  working 
for  one  year  at  Bloomer,  Wis.  Then  he  worked  six  months  for  the  Shell  Lake 
Mercantile  Co.  at  Shell  Lake,  Minn.  In  1912  he  returned  to  Chetek,  and  after 
clerking  for  a  while  in  the  store  of  the  Farmers’  Store  Co.  there,  he  became 
its  manager.  In  1917  he  was  transferred  to  Dallas.  He  has  taken  an  active 
interest  in  public  affairs,  and  has  been  a  village  trustee  in  both  Chetek  and 
Dallas.  Mr.  Brusen  was  married  Sept.  19,  1909,  to  Clara  Olson,  daughter  of 
Gilbert  and  Leona  Olson,  natives  of  Norway,  who  came  to  America  in  the  early 
eighties  and  settled  in  Dunn  County,  this  state,  where  they  have  since  farmed 
except  for  an  interval  of  twelve  years,  during  which  they  lived  in  North  Da¬ 
kota.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brusen  have  two  children :  Bernard  W.,  born  May  21,  1911, 
and  Margaret  L.,  born  Jan.  29,  1915. 

Philip  Brooks,  assistant  cashier  in  the  Bank  of  Dallas,  is  one  of  the 
popular  young  men  of  the  village  and  although  he  has  been  here  but  a  short 
time  his  personality  is  already  proving  an  important  factor  in  the  success  with 
which  that  institution  is  meeting.  He  was  born  July  14,  1893,  in  Minneapolis, 
the  son  of  Charles  B.  and  Anna  J.  (Marshall)  Brooks,  natives  of  Buffalo, 
N.  Y.,  who  moved  from  there  to  Aberdeen,  S.  D.,  and  then  to  the  Twin  Cities, 
where  the  father  died  Jan.  31,  1908,  after  which  the  mother  moved  to  Balti- 
timore,  where  she  now  lives.  In  the  family  there  were  two  children:  Alan  of 
Danbury,  Wis.,  and  Philip  of  Dallas,  Wis.  Philip  received  his  early  education 
in  Minneapolis,  graduating  from  the  West  High  School,  and  took  a  year’s 
course  at  the  University  of  Minnesota.  In  1913  he  entered  the  employ  of  the 
“Soo”  Line,  and  then  went  to  Danbury,  Wis.,  and  with  his  brother,  Alan 
Brooks,  and  A.  J.  Wentzel,  organized  the  Danbury  State  Bank,  of  which  he 
became  assistant  cashier  and  in  which  he  is  still  a  stockholder.  He  assumed 
the  duties  of  his  present  position  Sept.  15,  1920.  Mr.  Brooks  was  married 
Oct.  7,  1920,  to  Myrtle  V.  Carter,  daughter  of  J.  V.  and  Daisy  (Valentine) 
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Carter,  the  former  of  whom  lives  in  Danbury,  Wis.,  and  the  latter  of  whom 
died  in  1914.  In  the  Carter  family  there  were  five  children:  Linus  V.,  Dale, 
Constance,  Irene  and  Myrtle.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

Wilmer  F.  Black,  proprietor  of  the  Black  Bear  Hotel,  Dallas  Village,  was 
born  in  Denmark,  Oct.  3,  1866,  son  of  Claus  and  Hansene  (Skafte)  Black, 
natives  of  Denmark,  who  came  to  America  in  1882  and  settled  in  Dane  County, 
Wis.,  where  he  died  July  22,  1915,  and  where  she  still  lives.  In  the  family 
there  were  fourteen  children:  Theodore  O.,  Theresa  A.,  Rasmus,  Lewis,  Dor¬ 
othy,  Wilmer  F.,  Hansene  (deceased),  Hans,  Christ  0.,  Marie,  Fredericka 
(deceased),  Mary,  Peter  and  Lovie  C.  Wilmer  F.  was  educated  in  Denmark, 
and  there  worked  in  a  hotel.  He  came  to  America  with  his  parents  and  worked 
on  farms  in  Dane  County,  Wis.,  until  1887  when  he  went  to  North  Dakota  and 
took  homestead  rights  to  160  acres.  For  three  years  his  crops  were  a  total 
failure,  so  he  sold  out  and  opened  a  meat  market  at  Ruthven,  Iowa.  Later  he 
worked  in  Minnesota  for  a  while  and  then  returned  to  Wisconsin  and  operated 
his  father’s  farm  for  four  years.  In  1896  he  made  a  trip  to  Denmark  for  four 
months.  Upon  his  return  he  farmed  in  Rock  County,  Wis.,  and  then  bought 
112  acres  in  Dane  County.  This  he  sold  and  bought  another  farm  in  the 
same  county.  In  1911  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  purchased  200  acres  in 
section  27,  west,  Dallas  Township.  He  remodeled  the  buildings,  built  an 
addition  to  the  barn  and  greatly  improved  the  place,  giving  it  the  name  of  the 
Burr  Oak  Stock  Farm.  Here  he  carried  on  general  farming  and  stock  raising, 
making  a  specialty  of  Holstein  cattle,  Poland-China  swine  and  a  good  grade 
of  sheep.  In  March,  1920,  he  sold  out  and  bought  the  Anderson  Hotel,  chang¬ 
ing  the  name  to  the  Black  Bear  Hotel.  It  has  23  rooms,  with  modern  equip¬ 
ment,  and  under  Mr.  Black’s  able  management  is  proving  a  great  success  and 
is  doing  much  to  boost  the  village  by  giving  visitors,  tourists  and  traveling 
men  a  favorable  impression  of  Dallas  hospitality.  Mr.  Black  is  a  member  of 
the  Odd  Fellows.  He  was  married  Dec.  25,  1898,  to  Dorothy  F.  Niephur,  born 
Dec.  10,  1876,  daughter  of  Frank  and  Wilhelmina  (Dean)  Niephur,  natives 
of  Germany,  who  came  to  America  in  1860  and  settled  in  Madison,  Wis.,  where 
they  lived  until  the  mother’s  death,  June  18,  1909,  after  which  Mr.  Niephur 
moved  to  Pueblo,  Colo.,  where  he  now  lives.  In  the  Niephur  family  there  were 
nine  children:  Amelia,  William,  Frank,  John,  Theo  (deceased),  Dorothy, 
Ernestine,  Emil  and  Paul.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Black  have  two  children:  Violet  T. 
and  Gordon  T.  Violet  T.  was  born  May  3,  1901,  and  attends  the  Barron  High 
School.  Gordon  T.  was  born  Nov.  14,  1905,  and  is  attending  the  public  schools. 
In  addition  to  his  hotel  business,  Mr.  Black  does  considerable  auctioneering, 
as  he  has  for  some  time  past.  He  is  an  expert  in  this  line  and  his  services  are 
greatly  in  demand. 

Daniel  S.  Bishop,  a  highly  respected  and  substantial  citizen,  owning  a 
good  place  of  80  acres  in  section  5,  west,  Dallas  Township,  was  born  at  Roch¬ 
ester,  in  Fulton  County,  Indiana,  March  24,  1865,  the  son  of  Steven  M.  and 
Caroline  (Bunnell)  Bishop,  natives  of  Crawford  County,  Pa.,  who  went  to 
Indiana  as  young  people,  farmed  there  until  1881,  and  then  went  to  Kansas, 
where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  the  father  dying  Aug.  2,  1886, 
and  the  mother,  Jan.  11,  1890.  In  the  family  there  were  eleven  children: 
Jefferson,  Sylvanis  (deceased),  Stephen  W.,  Adeline,  David,  Almira,  Marimon 
(deceased),  Silas  G.,  Delia,  Monroe  M.,  and  Daniel  S.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch,  the  youngest  of  the  family,  received  his  education  in  the  district 
schools  of  his  native  county,  learned  farming  from  his  father,  and  remained 
on  the  home  farm  until  1881.  Then  he  learned  the  painters’  trade  which  he 
followed  in  Kansas  and  Barron  County,  Wis.,  for  fifteen  years.  It  was  in 
1892  that  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  purchased  his  present  place,  which 
was  then  wild  land.  He  has  cleared  65  acres,  of  which  he  has  broken  40 
acres.  He  has  also  put  up  a  good  set  of  buildings,  including  a  comfortable 
residence.  The  barn,  82  by  64  feet,  was  put  up  in  1920.  It  is  furnished  with 
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Louden  equipment  and  other  modern  fixtures.  Most  of  the  lumber  in  the 
buildings  came  from  timber  cut  on  the  place.  Mr.  Bishop  is  successfully 
carrying  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  and  has  a  good  herd  of  Holstein 
cattle  headed  by  a  full  blooded  sire.  Believing  as  he  does,  in  everything  that 
is  for  the  betterment  of  farm  conditions,  he  has  taken  stock  in  the  Prairie 
Farm  Telephone  Co.,  the  Barron  Stock  Pavilion  and  the  Fourtowns  Cheese 
Co.  He  is  a  friend  of  education  and  has  done  most  excellent  service  for  six 
years  as  a  member  of  his  school  board.  His  opinions  are  valued,  and  he  is 
regarded  as  a  useful  citizen  in  every  respect,  faithful  to  all  the  obligations 
of  life.  Mr.  Bishop  was  married  at  Peabody,  Kans.,  on  Feb.  13,  1890,  to  Nora 
A.  Acton,  who  was  born  in  Iowa,  April  28,  1871,  the  daughter  of  Matthew  and 
Lorenda  (Moore)  Acton,  the  former  of  whom  died  Dec.  11,  1919,  and  the  latter 
July  8,  1882.  In  the  Acton  family  there  were  five  children:  Alice,  Geda,  Elda, 
George  and  Nora.  By  her  former  husband,  Mr.  Hale,  Mrs.  Acton  had  a  son, 
Oscar  Hale.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bishop  have  had  six  children:  Della  C.,  born  Nov. 
11,  1890,  is  the  wife  of  James  B.  Dillon  of  Dallas  Township.  Stella  P.,  born 
March  29,  1892,  is  now  the  wife  of  Elmer  M.  Rogers  of  Dallas  Township. 
Nina  L.,  born  Jan.  27,  1896,  is  the  wife  of  Melvin  Nelson  of  Maple  Grove 
Township.  C.  Leonard  was  born  March  11,  1903;  Kennard  S.,  April  19,  1907; 
and  Lela  F.,  March  8,  1913.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Free  Baptist 
Church. 

Peter  Bonkrud  was  born  in  Norway,  was  reared  and  educated  there,  and 
married  Johanna  Rognlien.  He  came  to  America  in  1880,  landed  at  Baltimore, 
and  found  his  way  to  Trempealeau  County,  this  state,  where  he  operated  a 
pioneer  blacksmith  shop  at  Strum.  In  1888  he  came  to  Barron  County  and 
bought  80  acres  in  section  11,  Dallas  Township.  He  erected  a  set  of  buildings, 
cleared  a  part  of  the  land  and  carried  on  general  farming.  In  1899  he  sold 
out  and  moved  to  Dallas  Village  where  he  later  erected  a  pleasant  home. 
With  his  headquarters  there,  he  operated  sawmills  in  various  parts  of  the 
county.  He  also  conducted  a  planing  mill  and  cabinet  shop  in  the  village  for 
a  few  years.  After  a  useful  life,  he  finally  passed  away.  His  wife  died  in 
1899.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children:  Hans  J.,  Emma  (deceased), 
Minnie  (deceased),  Minnie  (deceased),  David,  Martin  (deceased),  Minnie, 
Paul  and  Anetta  (deceased).  By  his  second  wife,  Christina  Saglien,  he  had 
three  children:  John,  Mabel  and  Melvin.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the 
Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Hans  J.  Bonkrud,  a  progressive  farmer  of  section  3,  west,  Dallas  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  Norway,  March  16,  1873,  the  son  of  Peter  and  Johanna 
(Rognlien)  Bonkrud,  who  brought  him  to  Strum,  Trempealeau  County,  Wis., 
in  1880,  and  to  Dallas  Township,  this  county,  in  1888.  For  some  years  he 
worked  in  the  woods  and  operated  sawmills  and  threshing  machines.  In  1894 
he  became  a  head  sawyer.  In  1897  he  bought  80  acres  in  section  3,  west,  Dal¬ 
las  Township,  and  settled  thereon.  Later  he  bought  44  acres  more.  He  erected 
a  good  set  of  buildings,  including  a  barn,  36  by  72  feet,  put  up  in  1918.  This 
barn  is  a  modern  structure,  furnished  with  James  equipment  and  other  con¬ 
veniences.  About  55  acres  of  the  land  has  been  cleared.  Here  Mr.  Bonkrud 
carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  and  has  a  good  herd  of  high  grade 
Holstein  cattle,  with  a  pure  bred  sire  at  the  head  of  the  herd.  His  imple¬ 
ments,  tools  and  machinery  are  of  the  best.  He  is  a  man  of  good  sense  and 
judgment  and  is  held  in  high  regard.  Mr.  Bonkrud  was  married,  April  16, 
1899,  to  Ida  Kringle,  who  was  born  in  Maple  Grove  Township,  Barron  County, 
July  29,  1877,  the  daughter  of  Nels  and  Olia  (Brenden)  Kringle.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bonkrud  have  seven  children:  H.  Irving  was  born  April  21,  1900,  and 
is  in  the  office  of  the  News-Shield  at  Barron.  Lester  D.  was  born  Oct.  21, 
1901,  and  is  at  home.  Joel  M.  was  born  Oct.  29,  1903,  and  is  a  lintoype  oper¬ 
ator  in  the  News-Shield  office  at  Barron.  Philip  R.  was  born  March  5,  1905, 
and  is  attending  school  at  Dallas.  Gideon  O.  was  born  July  5,  1907.  Dewey 
was  born  Nov.  25,  1910.  Quenton  A.  was  born  Dec.  27,  1920.  Mr.  Bonkrud 
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took  an  active  part  in  the  fight  for  prohibition  in  Barron  County  and  was 
associated  therein  with  Christ  Nordberg.  He  also  did  active  work  as  an 
evangelist  in  this  and  other  counties  of  Wisconsin  and  Minnesota. 

Elmer  Carlson,  an  energetic  farmer  of  section  17,  Dallas  Township,  was 
born  March  15,  1885,  in  Grundy  County,  Ill.,  the  son  of  Frank  and  Emily 
(Nielson)  Carlson,  natives  of  Sweden.  He  attended  school  in  his  native 
county  and  learned  farming  from  his  father.  In  1897,  after  coming  to  Barron 
County,  he  lived  with  his  parents  in  Maple  Grove  Township.  For  some  years 
he  worked  in  this  county  as  a  plasterer.  He  was  also  employed  for  a  while 
as  a  brick  setter  in  the  old  brick  yard  just  south  of  Barron.  In  1914  he  rented, 
the  present  farm  from  William  H.  Salsbury.  He  is  a  good  farmer  and  a  good 
business  man,  he  is  taking  his  share  in  public  affairs,  he  is  popular  among 
the  young  people,  and  is  well  along  the  road  to  success.  Mr.  Carlson  was 
married  at  Eau  Claire,  Wis.,  Nov.  27,  1913,  to  May  Salisbury,  who  was  born 
Dec.  7,  1882,  the  daughter  of  William  H.  and  Eva  Lynn  (Burdick)  Salisbury. 
This  union  has  been  blessed  with  two  children :  Hale  F.,  born  Dec.  2,  1914,  and 
Evelyn  V.,  born  May  4,  1916. 

William  H.  Salisbury,  a  well-to-do  citizen  of  Dallas  Township,  owning  280 
acres  in  sections  17-18,  is  one  of  the  best  known  men  in  this  part  of  the  county. 
“Mac,”  as  he  is  called  by  those  who  know  and  like  him  best,  has  been  a  promi¬ 
nent  figure  in  the  life  of  this  region  for  some  forty-five  years.  He  has  seen 
the  county  develop  from  a  wilderness,  and  in  that  development  and  progress 
has  taken  a  most  decided  part.  He  was  born  in  Lorain  County,  Ohio,  Sept.  6, 
1854,  the  son  of  William  H.  and  Mary  (Salisbury)  Salisbury,  who  brought 
him  to  Juneau  County,  Wis.,  in  the  sixties,  when  he  was  a  young  boy.  He 
attended  school  in  that  county  and  thoroughly  learned  farming  from  his 
father.  In  1874  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  did  farm  work  for  a  year  while 
looking  about  for  a  location.  In  1875  he  purchased  80  acres  in  section  17, 
Dallas  Township,  on  which  tract  stood  a  log  cabin  and  straw  shed,  and  Mr. 
Salisbury  started  clearing  up  the  land.  There  were  then  but  few  settlers  in 
the  vicinity,  and  living  here  entailed  many  hardships.  But  he  was  a  man  of 
vigor  and  courage  and  thoroughly  believed  in  the  future  of  the  county  as  a 
prosperous  agricultural  region.  He  took  an  active  lead  in  the  early  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  township,  he  helped  to  build  roads,  he  encouraged  people  in  set¬ 
tling  here,  and  after  they  had  settled  he  helped  them  to  get  the  log  houses 
up,  and  their  farms  started.  In  the  meantime  he  worked  early  and  late  to 
develop  his  place  and  establish  his  own  fortunes.  By  frugal  care  and  judicious 
purchases,  he  added  to  his  holdings  until  he  owned  360  acres  of  good  land,  280 
of  which  he  still  retains.  He  replaced  the  log  cabin  with  a  good  substantial 
set  of  buildings,  and  from  time  to  time  secured  suitable  tools,  implements  and 
machinery.  He  also  developed  a  good  Shorthorn  herd,  headed  by  a  full  blooded 
sire.  Later  he  selected  another  site  and  put  up  another  set  of  buildings,  a 
house  in  1912  and  a  barn  in  1915.  The  house  is  a  sightly  comfortable  structure, 
with  many  modern  conveniences.  The  barn  is  36  by  80  feet,  furnished  with 
Louden  equipment.  In  1907  Mr.  Salisbury  moved  to  Barron,  and  for  a  little 
more  than  seven  years  conducted  what  is  now  the  Park  Hotel.  In  1914  he 
returned  to  the  farm.  It  is  now  conducted  by  his  son-in-law,  Elmer  Carlson. 
Mr.  Salisbury  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Ridgeland  State  Bank  and  in  the  Prairie 
Farm  Telephone  Co.,  and  is  regarded  as  a  leading  citizen.  Fraternally,  he  is 
a  popular  member  of  Prairie  Farm  Lodge,  No.  6612,  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America.  In  spite  of  the  fact  that  he  was  one  of  the  early  settlers,  he  is  still 
in  the  prime  of  life,  an  active,  vigorous  man.  His  life  has  meant  real  good  to 
the  community,  his  genial  and  helpful  spirit  has  been  impressed  on  the  neigh¬ 
borhood,  and  his  work  is  inseparably  interwoven  in  the  warp  and  woof  of 
the  town's  progress.  Mr.  Salisbury  was  married  Sept.  6,  1880,  to  Eva  Lynn 
Burdick,  who  was  born  June  21,  1853,  in  Lake  Mills,  Wis.,  the  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Eva  (Lynn)  Burdick,  natives  of  England,  both  now  deceased. 
The  family  is  well  known,  among  its  distinguished  members  being  Dr.  Parker, 


Digitized  by  Google 


Digitized  by  L^OOQie 


HISTORY  OF  BARRON  COUNTY 


851 


an  uncle  of  Mrs.  Burdick’s,  who  was  one  of  the  physicians  who  attended 
President  Garfield.  Mrs.  Salisbury  died  Jan.  25,  1912.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Salisbury 
became  the  parents  of  one  daughter,  May,  born  Dec.  7,  1882,  now  the  wife 
of  Elmer  Carlson. 

Samuel  Nicklow,  an  estimable  citizen  who  spent  a  short  time  in  Barron 
County  and  died  here,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  as  a  young  man  married 
Elizabeth  Beach,  a  native  of  Ohio.  In  1851  they  moved  to  Indiana,  and  there 
for  five  years  he  drove  a  stage  coach  between  Logansport  and  South  Bend, 
meeting  with  many  interesting  adventures.  Then  he  took  up  farming  in  Fulton 
County  in  that  state,  and  followed  that  occupation  there  for  nearly  a  quarter 
of  a  century.  He  built  up  a  good  farm,  took  an  active  part  in  neighborhood 
affairs,  and  he  and  his  wife  were  among  the  most  highly  regarded  people  in 
the  community.  He  served  in  the  Civil  War  in  Company  A  of  an  Indiana 
regiment.  In  1880  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  bought  40  acres  in  section  5, 
Dallas  Township.  But  his  health  had  already  begun  to  fail,  and  he  died  a  few 
months  later,  Jan.  4,  1881.  His  wife  now  lives  in  a  pleasant  little  home  on  the 
farm  where  she  settled  so  many  years  ago.  In  the  family  there  were  eight 
children :  John  W.,  Lydia,  Margaret,  Hattie,  Samuel  E.  and  Agnes,  all  deceased, 
and  Frank  E.  and  Perry  V.  of  Dallas  Township. 

Frank  E.  Nicklow,  a  prominent  farmer  of  section  8,  Dallas  Township,  was 
born  in  Fulton  County,  Ind.,  Jan.  7,  1864,  the  son  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth 
(Beach)  Nicklow,  natives  respectively  of  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio.  He  attended 
the  district  schools  of  his  native  county  and  learned  farming  from  his  father. 
He  came  to  Barron  County  with  his  parents  in  1880,  and  after  his  father’s 
death,  which  occurred  the  next  year,  remained  at  home  for  some  time.  In  1884 
he  bought  20  acres  in  section  8,  Dallas  Township.  -To  this  he  added  from  time 
to  time  until  he  owned  220  acres.  Later  he  sold  80  acres  to  his  son,  W.  H. 
Nicklow,  leaving  a  good  place  of  140  acres.  The  development  and  operation  of 
this  farm  has  since  continued  to  be  his  life  work.  In  1907  he  erected  a  pleasant 
and  comfortable  home.  In  1911  he  put  up  the  present  barn,  36  by  60  feet,  which 
is  furnished  throughout  with  Star  equipment.  The  other  buildings  are  suitable 
and  in  good  repair.  The  farm  is  well  tilled  and  well  fenced,  and  everything 
about  the  place  bespeaks  the  thrift,  good  judgment  and  public  spirit  of  the 
owner.  Here  Mr.  Nicklow  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying. 
He  has  a  good  herd  of  fifty  graded  cattle,  headed  by  a  full  blooded  Guernsey 
sire.  He  believes  in  helping  everything  that  is  for  the  good  of  the  community, 
and  has  taken  stock  in  the  Fourtowns  Cheese  Co.  and  in  the  Prairie  Farm 
Telephone  Co.  He  is  much  interested  in  educational  problems  and  has  been 
most  efficient  as  clerk  of  his  school  district  for  six  years.  All  in  all,  he  is 
regarded' $8  one  of  the  useful  and  active  citizens  of  the  community.  He  takes 
his  stand  firmly  for  everything  which  he  believes  to  be  right  and  just,  and 
he  is  a  man  of  real  influence  among  his  fellows.  Mr.  Nicklow  was  married 
Nov.  20,  1884,  to  Lela  Cooper,  who  was  born  in  Monroe  County,  Wis.,  June  3, 
1868,  the  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Ursula  (Lamb)  Cooper.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nicklow 
have  had  four  sons:  Frank  V.,  Leroy  C.,  William  H.  and  Otto  D.  Frank  V. 
was  born  Feb.  12,  1886,  and  died  Dec.  25,  1905.  Leroy  C.  was  born  July  1, 
1888;  William  H.,  Aug.  5,  1890;  and  Otto  D.,  Sept.  1,  1892.  The  three  young 
men  are  all  at  home  assisting  their  father.  They  are  active  in  the  affairs  of 
the  community  and  are  popular  with  all  who  know  them.  Leroy  C.  is  especially 
active  in  public  affairs,  and  for  four  years  served  with  credit  as  town  clerk 
of  Dallas  Township,  giving  general  satisfaction  to  the  voters.  The  family 
faith  is  that  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

Isaac  Cooper,  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Barron  County,  came  here 
over  half  a  century  ago,  when  there  was  little  indication  that  the  country 
would  develop  into  a  rich  agricultural  region.  The  pine  wood  was  then  being 
cut  off,  leaving  the  hard  wood  standing,  settlers  were  building  their  little 
cabins  in  the  woods  and  grubbing  out  the  stumps  to  get  a  small  garden  plot, 
the  market  for  produce  was  far  away.  There  were  no  highways  except  the 
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“tote"  roads  of  the  lumber  companies.  But  the  pioneers  had  faith  and  courage, 
and  many  of  them  lived  to  see  their  hard  work  result  in  success.  Isaac  Cooper 
was  born  in  New  York  State  of  good  old  stock,  and  as  a  young  man  married 
Ursula  Lamb,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania.  He  was  not  yet  thirty  when  he  came 
westward  and  settled  in  Dodge  County,  Wis.  Later  he  moved  to  Monroe 
County,  in  the  same  state.  From  there  in  1870  he  came  to  Barron  County  and 
took  a  claim  in  section  17,  Dallas  Township.  He  put  up  a  log  house  and 
straw  barn  and  started  to  develop  a  small  farm.  In  1878  he  took  a  homestead 
in  section  8.  There  he  developed  a  good  place.  He  died  March  24,  1916,  his 
wife  having  passed  away  Aug.  28,  1905.  They  had  one  daughter,  Lela,  the 
wife  of  Frank  E.  Nicklow,  who  now  owns  the  old  homestead. 

Richard  Thompson,  an  energetic  and  hard  working  farmer  of  section  4, 
east,  Dallas  Township,  was  born  near  Ridgeland,  Dunn  County,  Wis.,  Sept.  14, 
1879,  son  of  Thomas  and  Mary  (Thomas)  Thompson,  who  were  natives  of 
Norway.  The  father,  who  was  brought  to  this  country  as  an  infant,  was 
reared  in  Dunn  County,  this  state,  and  farmed  there  until  he  brought  his 
family  to  Barron  County,  when  he  settled  in  Dallas  Township.  His  death 
which  occurred  in  1885  was  accidental,  being  caused  by  a  falling  tree.  His 
widow  later  married  Austin  Granger,  Sr.,  a  farmer  in  Dallas  Township.  After 
Mr.  Granger’s  death  she  married  William  Pearson  and  they  are  now  living 
at  Estevan,  Canada.  Richard  Thompson  attended  the  district  schools  of  Dallas 
Township  and  learned  farming  at  home.  In  1912  he  purchased  80  acres  in 
section  4,  east,  Dallas  Township,  improved  and  repaired  the  buildings,  put 
up  a  silo  and  machine  shed  and  continued  the  clearing  and  breaking  of  the 
land.  Here  he  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  and 
has  a  good  herd  of  Jersey-  and  Durham  cattle  and  a  drove  of  Duroc  Jersey 
and  Chester  White  swine.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Thompson  is  a  member  of  the 
Beavers.  He  is  gradually  building  up  a  good  place  and  stands  well  with  all 
who  know  him.  Mr.  Thompson  was  married  Aug.  1,  1906,  to  Margie  Howard, 
who  was  born  in  Dallas  Township  on  June  15,  1888,  the  daughter  of  Thomas 
and  Nellie  (Ward)  Howard,  the  former  of  whom  is  dead  and  the  latter  of 
whom  lives  with  her  son,  William.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thompson  have  five  children : 
Herman  M.,  born  May  8,  1911;  Kenneth  W.,  Sept.  25,  1913;  Garled  J.,  April  7, 
1916;  Dorothy  E.,  April  27,  1918,  and  Harled,  June  20,  1921.  The  family  faith 
is  that  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Nels  Kringle,  now  deceased,  a  solid  and  substantial  citizen  of  Barron 
County  for  some  forty-five  years,  had  his  full  share  in  the  agricultural  devel¬ 
opment  of  Maple  Grove  and  Dallas  Township.  He  was  born  in  Norway,  March 
13,  1848,  the  son  of  Andrew  and  Gertrude  (Granum)  Kringle,  who  were  born 
in  Norway  and  came  to  America  with  their  family  in  1860,  locating  on  a  farm 
in  Dane  County,  Wis.,  where  he  died.  In  the  early  seventies,  Nels  and  hia 
brother,  Gabriel,  then  both  young  men,  came  to  Barron  County  and  took  a 
claim  in  Maple  Grove  Township.  There  the  two  developed  a  fine  farm.  But 
few  settlers  were  here  when  they  first  built  their  log  cabin,  neighbors  were 
few  and  far  between,  and  it  was  real  work  to  clear  a  farm  in  the  wilderness 
and  to  get  along  while  they  were  getting  the  place  in  condition  for  profitable 
farming.  In  1879  the  subject  of  this  sketch  traded  his  interest  in  the  claim 
for  40  acres  in  section  11,  Dallas  Township.  To  this  place  he  devoted  his 
attention  for  twelve  years.  Then  in  1891  he  bought  80  acres  in  the  same 
section  and  40  acres  in  section  12.  This  made  a  total  of  160  acres.  He  erected 
a  good  set  of  buildings.  Later  he  sold  ten  acres  to  Hans  Bonkrud.  All  of  this 
except  a  few  acres  was  wild  land  when  he  acquired  it.  He  erected  a  good  set 
of  buildings  and  cleared  up  about  90  acres.  There  he  farmed  until  1913,  when 
he  rented  the  place  to  his  children,  continuing,  however,  to  live  there  until 
his  death,  Nov.  5,  1917.  He  was  a  good  citizen  and  served  at  one  time  on  the 
town  board  of  Dallas.  He  took  especial  pride  in  his  farm,  his  home  and  his 
family,  and  was  faithful  to  every  duty  which  life  brought  to  him.  He  was 
married  Aug.  23,  1874,  to  Olia  Brenden,  who  was  born  in  Norway,  Sept.  29, 
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1867,  the  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Ingeborg  Brenden.  This  union  has  been 
blessed  with  eleven  children:  Laura  was  born  Sept.  26,  1875,  and  lives  at 
home.  Ida  was  born  July  29,  1877,  and  is  the  wife  of  Hans  J.  Bonkrud.  Anna 
was  born  Jan.  22,  1880,  and  married  Thomas  Olson,  now  deceased.  George 
was  born  Feb.  12,  1882,  and  runs  a  sawmill  at  Webster,  Wis.  Alma,  born 
Aug.  20,  1884,  is  the  wife  of  Olge  Wall.  Malla  was  born  Feb.  20,  1887,  and 
died  in  infancy.  Arthur  was  born  Jan.  8,  1890,  and  farms  at  Webster,  Wis. 
Karl,  born  July  6,  1892,  was  inducted  into  the  United  States  service  in  the 
World  War.  He  trained  at  Lansing,  Mich.,  attended  the  automobile  school 
and  was  in  the  transport  service  in  France  until  attacked  by  the  influenza, 
which  caused  him  to  be  sent  to  the  hospital.  After  his  recovery  he  was  dis¬ 
charged  in  1919.  Nettie  was  born  June  24,  1894,  and  is  the  wife  of  Carl 
Barness  of  Eleva,  Wis.  Freeman  was  born  June  16,  1897,  and  Orvil  was  born 
May  4,  1899.  Freeman  and  Orvil  operate  the  home  farm.  They  are  active  and 
industrious  young  men  who  thoroughly  understand  farming  and  are  carrying 
along  the  work  inaugurated  by  their  father. 

Nels  Arenson  was  born  in  Norway  and  there  married  Alena  Larson.  They 
came  to  America  in  1866  and  settled  in  Dane  County,  this  state.  In  1871  they 
came  to  Barron  County  and  took  a  homestead  of  120  acres  in  section  10,  west, 
Dallas  Township.  They  cleared  60  acres,  built  a  set  of  log  buildings  and  there 
farmed  for  fifteen  years.  Then  they  sold  to  their  son  and  bought  80  acres  in 
the  same,  section  where  they  lived  until  1895  when  they  retired  and  moved 
to  Dallas  Village.  There  they  both  died,  Mr.  Arenson  in  1910  and  Mrs.  Aren¬ 
son  in  1905.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children:  Arney  (deceased),  Nels, 
Ole,  Lewis,  Lena  (deceased),  Anna,  Julia,  Nellie  and  Carrie.  The  year  that 
General  Grant  was  elected  president  of  the  United  States  for  the  first  time 
(1868)  Mr.  Arenson  walked  from  his  home  in  Chippewa  County,  where  he 
was  then  working,  to  Rice  Lake  in  Barron  County  in  order  to  cast  his  vote. 

Paul  J.  Thompson,  a  sturdy  pioneer  of  Dallas  Township,  was  born  in 
Norway,  Sept.  17,  1854,  son  of  Jacob  and  Julia  (Werpa)  Thompson.  The  par¬ 
ents  were  natives  of  Norway,  who  came  to  America  in  1861,  first  settled  in 
Dane  County,  Wis.,  and  moved  two  years  later  to  Chippewa  County,  where 
they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  Paul  J.  received  his  early  education 
in  the  district  schools  and  attended  an  academy  at  Madison  two  years,  he 
then  did  farm  work  for  his  father  and  others  during  the  summers,  working 
in  the  woods  during  the  winters,  and  was  thus  occupied  for  many  years.  In 
1888  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  bought  160  acres  of  land  in  section  88, 
west,  Dallas  Township,  where  he  has  since  made  his  home.  He  cleared  100 
acres,  put  up  a  set  of  buildings  and  fenced  the  entire  farm  and  here  carries 
on  mixed  farming  and  dairying.  In  1905  he  sold  80  acres  to  his  son,  Oscar, 
but  in  the  meantime  had  secured  80  acres  of  wild  land  in  Dunn  County  which 
he  still  owns.  Mr.  Thompson  is  a  prominent  man  in  the  community  and  has 
done  most  efficient  service  as  chairman  of  the  township  for  nine  years.  His 
administration  in  public  affairs  has  been  marked  by  progress  and  economy 
and  the  voters  have  been  more  than  satisfied  with  his  work.  He  has  also 
been  a  valued  member  of  the  school  board  for  ten  years.  For  one  year  he 
served  as  justice  of  peace.  Mr.  Thompson  was  married  in  1880  to  Julia  Aren¬ 
son,  daughter  of  Nels  and  Alena  (Larson)  Arenson.  This  union  has  been 
blessed  with  twelve  children :  John  N.,  born  May  21,  1881,  died  April  15,  1882. 
Amelia  T.,  born  Jan.  28,  1883,  is  now  Mrs.  Thomas  Thompson  of  Dovre  Town¬ 
ship.  Norman,  born  March  22,  1885,  is  in  Minneapolis.  Edward,  born  May 
21,  1886,  died  Sept.  16,  1911.  Mamie,  born  March  22,  1887,  lives  in  Minne¬ 
apolis.  Oscar,  born  Feb.  10,  1889,  lives  in  Dallas  Township.  Arthur,  born 
Jan.  25,  1891,  is  now  in  Ridgeland,  Wis.  William  P.,  born  May  3,  1894,  served 
in  the  World  War.  Edith,  born  March  30,  1897,  is  at  home.  Pearl,  born  June 
27,  1900,  died  Feb.  8,  1902.  Clarence,  born  June  4,  1903,  is  at  home;  and  Alice, 
born  Feb.  22,  1905,  attends  school  in  Barron.  Mr.  Thompson  and  his  wife  have 
experienced  all  the  hardships  of  pioneer  life.  There  were  no  roads  in  the 
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vicinity  and  provisions  had  to  be  brought  in  from  Eau  Claire,  all  of  the  land 
had  to  be  broken  and  neighbors  were  few  aftd  far  between.  The  family  faith 
is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Albert  Vergin,  for  some  thirty  years  a  substantial  farmer  of  Dallas 
Township,  now  living  in  Barron  city,  was  born  in  Germany  and  was  there 
reared  and  educated.  As  a  young  man  he  married  Hermenia  Henrich  and 
started  home  making.  In  1881  he  decided  to  seek  for  himself  and  his  family 
the  broader  opportunities  of  the  new  world.  Accordingly,  he  came  to  this 
country  and  settled  in  Barron  County,  where  he  bought  160  acres  of  wild  land 
in  section  20,  Dallas  Township.  Here  by  hard  work  and  close  application  to 
business,  coupled  with  shrewdness  and  good  judgment,  he  developed  a  good 
farm.  He  put  up  a  good  set  of  buildings  and  cleared  nearly  100  acres.  Here 
he  successfully  carried  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  In  1910  he  retired 
and  purchased  a  pleasant  home  in  Barron  city  where  he  now  lives.  While 
living  on  the  farm  he  served  a  time  as  member  of  the  school  board  of  his 
district.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vergin  have  had  six  children:  Gustave,  Emil  A.,  Mar¬ 
tin,  Albert  W.,  Olga  (deceased)  and  Emma  (deceased).  The  family  faith  is 
that  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church. 

Emil  A.  Vergin,  who  ranks  well  among  the  leading  men  of  Dallas  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  Germany,  June  7,  1871,  the  son  of  Albert  and  Hermenia 
(Henrich)  Vergin.  He  was  ten  years  old  when  the  parents  brought  him  to 
this  township.  Here  he  was  reared  to  farm  pursuits,  attending  the  district 
school  of  the  neighborhood  and  working  at  home  with  his  parents.  In  1899 
he  bought  80  acres  of  wild  land  in  section  20,  Dallas  Township,  just  across 
the  road  west  of  his  father’s  place.  He  cleared  and  broke  thirty  acres  and 
fenced  the  entire  eighty.  Later  he  bought  20  acres  of  timber  land  in  section 
19  in  the  same  township,  thus  making  him  100  acres  in  all.  He  has  put  up  a 
good  set  of  buildings,  with  many  modern  conveniences,  including  a  Delco 
lighting  system.  Here  he  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairy¬ 
ing.  The  place  is  well  equipped  with  tools,  implements  and  machinery  and 
he  has  a  good  herd  of  graded  Durham  cattle  and  full  blooded  Duroc  Jersey 
swine.  Mr.  Vergin’s  business  holdings  include  stock  in  a  packing  plant  at 
New  Richmond,  Wis.  He  has  taken  a  deep  interest  in  the  educational  affairs 
of  the  community  and  from  1905  to  1912  served  with  credit  as  treasurer  of 
his  school  district.  Mr.  Vergin  is  well  known  throughout  this  part  of  the 
county.  He  has  ever  stood  firmly  for  what  he  has  believed  to  be  the  best 
interests  of  the  community  and  he  enjoys  the  respect  and  confidence  of  his 
fellow  men.  He  was  married  Jan.  17,  1899,  to  Mary  Beisswanger,  who  was 
born  in  Dunn  County,  this  state,  July  2,  1878,  the  daughter  of  Gottlieb  and 
Maria  (Chole)  Beisswanger,  natives  of  Germany,  both  now  deceased.  Mrs. 
Vergin  passed  away  Oct.  14,  1918.  She  was  a  loving  wife,  an  affectionate  and 
understanding  mother,  a  good  friend  and  a  kindly  neighbor,  and  her  loss  is 
sincerely  mourned.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vergin  had  seven  children:  Edward  A. 
was  born  Jan.  19,  1900,  and  is  an  automobile  man  in  Barron.  Elmer  E.  was 
born  June  9,  1902,  and  operates  a  cream  route  out  of  Ridgeland.  Lester  H. 
was  born  Sept.  2,  1904.  Ernest  G.  was  born  Dec.  26,  1906.  Oval  E.  was  born 
April  19,  1909.  Ethel  A.  was  born  Nov.  12,  1911.  Raymond  F.  was  born  Oct. 
17,  1914. 

Henry  C.  Wiger,  M.  D.,  successful  practicing  physician  and  president  of 
the  village  of  Dallas,  is  a  prominent  citizen,  enjoys  the  respect  and  esteem  of 
his  fellow  man  and  has  a  large  practice  in  village  and  country.  He  was  born 
in  Fillmore  County,  Minn.,  Nov.  4,  1883,  son  of  Ole  and  Gurrie  (Erickson) 
Wiger,  natives  of  Norway,  who  came  to  America  in  the  late  forties  and  settled 
in  Rock  County,  Wis.,  going  from  there  to  Fillmore  County,  Minn.,  where  they 
bought  240  acres  and  developed  a  good  farm.  Ole  Wiger,  who  spent  eleven 
years  in  the  mines  in  California,  died  Jan.  27,  1898.  His  wife  now  lives  with 
her  son,  the  doctor.  In  the  family  there  were  seven  children:  Nicolai,  Clara, 
George,  Henry  C.,  Christopher,  Wilhelm  and  Emma.  Henry  C.  received  his 
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early  education  in  the  district  schools  and  in  the  Kasson  High  School  and 
attended  Carlton  College  at  Northfield,  Minn.,  for  one  year,  and  the  State 
University  of  Iowa  at  Iowa  City  for  one  year.  He  received  his  medical  degree 
from  Marquette  University  at  Milwaukee  in  1915  and  at  once  took  up  the 
practice  of  his  profession  in  Dallas.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  Blue  Lodge  Mason 
and  his  faith  is  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church.  Dr.  Wiger  was  married 
May  16,  1917,  to  Agnes  Jacobson,  daughter  of  Knute  and  Gurina  (Birkeland) 
Jacobson,  natives  respectively  of  Norway  and  Iowa,  now  living  in  Dallas 
Township.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Wiger  have  one  daughter,  Elaine,  born  April  16,  1918, 
and  one  son,  Henry,  born  Jan.  17,  1921. 

Peter  Kessler  was  born  in  Germany  and  there  married  Susan  Thousand. 
They  came  to  America  and  located  on  a  farm  in  Dane  County,  Wis.,  where 
they  lived  for  many  years.  In  1898  they  came  to  Barron  County  and  settled 
in  Dallas  Township,  where  they  successfully  farmed  until  1916,  when  they 
retired  and  moved  to  the  village  of  Dallas.  Mr.  Kessler  was  a  hard  working, 
Godfearing  citizen  and  his  death,  Aug.  18,  1918,  was  sincerely  mourned.  His 
wife  now  makes  her  home  in  the  village  of  Dallas  with  her  daughter,  Eliza¬ 
beth.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kessler  were  the  parents  of  five  children:  Henry  (de¬ 
ceased),  Mary  (deceased),  Elizabeth,  Anna  and  Nicholas  (deceased). 

Philip  Winterwerber,  now  living  retired  in  a  pretty  home  in  Dallas 
Village,  after  a  busy  life  filled  with  hard  work  and  worthy  endeavor,  is  a 
splendid  example  of  those  men  who  have  come  from  the  old  country  with 
no  resources  except  their  native  ability  and  their  capacity  for  strenuous  labor 
and  have  carved  for  themselves  a  place  among  the  successful  men  in  this  new 
country  of  boundless  opportunity.  He  was  born  in  Germany,  Feb.  15,  1859,  son 
of  George  and  Elizabeth  (Fuhr)  Winterwerber,  and  was  there  well  educated. 
As  a  youth  he  worked  with  civil  engineers  for  some  time  and  then  served  three 
years  in  the  regular  army.  In  1883  he  came  to  America,  and  after  landing  in 
New  York  found  his  way  to  Madison,  this  state.  For  several  years  thereafter 
he  was  variously  employed,  mostly  at  farm  labor.  In  1896  he  came  to  Barron 
County  and  bought  80  acres  in  section  17,  west,  Dallas  Township.  He  cleared 
and  stumped  forty  acres  and  built  a  complete  set  of  buildings  and  fences. 
There  he  carried  on- general  farming  until  1917,  with  the  exception  of  three 
years  when  he  lived  on  his  father-in-law’s  farm  in  section  20,  west,  Dallas 
Township,  80  acres  of  which  his  wife  inherited.  Mr.  Winterwerber  was  un¬ 
usually  successful  in  his  operations  and  was  at  one  time  owner  of  240  acres. 
He  had  the  ability  to  get  the  most  out  of  his  farms  and  his  stock,  he  was  a 
good  buyer  and  a  good  seller,  and  while  generous  in  the  support  of  public 
ventures  was  shrewd  and  frugal  in  the  management  of  his  own  affairs.  In 
1917  he  retired  and  moved  to  the  village  of  Dallas,  where  he  purchased  a 
comfortable  residence,  where  he  and  his  good  wife  will  spend  the  afternoon 
of  life  surrounded  by  the  respect  and  esteem  of  their  friends.  While  in  the 
township,  Mr.  Winterwerber  served  on  the  school  board  for  six  years,  and  he 
is  the  present  assessor  of  the  village.  He  and  his  good  wife  are  ardent  sup¬ 
porters  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church.  Mr.  Winterwerber  was  married 
April  10,  1890,  to  Anna  Kessler,  daughter  of  Peter  and  Susan  (Thousand) 
Kessler,  and  this  union  has  been  blessed  with  three  children:  Fred  was  born 
Jan.  26,  1891,  and  is  now  in  Chicago;  Gertrude  was  born  Aug.  2,  1895,  and 
is  a  telephone  operator  in  Minneapolis.  Pauline  was  born  Sept.  7,  1899,  and 
is  now  accountant  in  the  Bank  of  Dallas. 

John  A.  Lentz,  now  living  retired  at  Ridgeland,  for  many  years  an 
extensive  farmer  of  Dallas  Township,  was  born  in  Germany,  April  11,  1845, 
there  attended  school  and  was  reared  to  farm  pursuits.  In  1883  he  came  to 
America  and  found  his  way  directly  to  Barron  County.  Here  he  bought  160 
acres  of  railroad  land  in  section  28,  Dallas  Township.  Later  he  bought  and  sold 
various  tracts,  and  at  one  time  owned  nearly  600  acres.  In  all,  he  erected 
three  different  sets  of  farm  buildings  and  cleared  over  200  acres  of  land.  The 
German  Lutheran  Church  and  cemetery  in  section  29  are  located  on  two  acres 
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of  land  which  he  donated.  For  two  years  he  served  on  the  town  board  and 
for  many  years  he  was  an  efficient  member  of  the  school  board  of  his  district. 
In  1908  he  retired,  and  in  1914  he  moved  to  Ridgeland,  where  he  now  lives. 
Mr.  Lentz  was  married  Jan.  5,  1869,  to  Caroline  Radtke,  who  was  born  in 
Germany  on  March  5,  1845,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Wilhelmina  (Jalke) 
Radtke,  both  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lentz  have  six  children:  August, 
John  C.,  Otelia,  Clara,  Fred  and  Ernest. 

John  C.  Lentz,  a  successful  farmer  of  sections  21,  28  and  29,  Dallas 
Township,  was  born  in  Germany,  Sept.  26,  1879,  the  son  of  John  A.  and 
Caroline  (Radtke)  Lentz,  who  brought  him  to  this  township,  directly  from 
Germany,  in  1883.  He  was  reared  in  this  township,  attended  the  district 
schools  and  learned  farming  from  his  father.  For  one  year  he  was  in  the 
meat  business  at  Rhinelander,  in  Oneida  County,  this  state,  and  for  two  years 
did  railroad  work  with  that  place  as  his  headquarters.  In  1904  he  purchased 
his  present  place  of  140  acres.  He  has  put  up  an  excellent  set  of  buildings  and 
has  cleared  a  part  of  the  land.  Here  he  carries  on  general  farming  on  a 
profitable  scale  and  has  a  good  herd  of  Red  Durham  cattle  and  a  drove  of'  full 
blooded  Duroc  Jersey  swine.  In  public  life  Mr.  Lentz  has  taken  the  interest 
of  a  good  citizen  and  has  dohe  good  service  for  one  year  as  a  member  of  the 
town  board.  Mr.  Lentz  was  married  at  Dallas,  June  1,  1904,  to  Lena  Dietert, 
who  was  born  in  Dallas  Township,  Feb.  13,  1893,  the  daughter  of  William 
and  Wilhelmina  (Blake)  Dietert.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lentz  are  the  parents  of  three 
children:  Lydia  M.,  born  May  9,  1905;  Norman  B.,  born  Aug.  2,  1906;  Woodrow 
W.,  born  March  17,  1918.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  German  Lutheran 
Church. 

Fred  Link,  an  enterprising  farmer  of  sections  31  and  32,  Dallas  Township, 
was  born  in  Spring  Valley,  Pierce  County,  Wis.,  Nov.  15,  1891,  the  son  of 
Herman  and  Kate  (Young)  Link.  These  good  people  were  born  in  Germany, 
came  to  America  in  1888,  landed  in  New  York,  spent  a  short  time  in  Mil¬ 
waukee  and  reached  Pierce  County,  in  this  state,  in  1885.  There  they  bought 
160  acres  which  they  improved  into  a  good  farm.  In  1901  they  sold  out  and 
came  to  Barron  County,  where  they  bought  180  acres  in  sections  81  and  32, 
Dallas  Township,  west.  They  improved  the  buildings,  cleared  100  acres  and 
there  lived  until  1915,  when  they  sold  to  their  son,  Fred,  and  moved  to  Ridge¬ 
land,  where  they  have  a  pleasant  home,  and  where  they  are  prominent  and 
respected  people.  In  the  family  there  were  four  children :  Mina,  wife  of  Henry 
Frisle  of  Prairie  Farm  Township;  Hilda,  wife  of  Thomas  Blyton  of  Sheriden 
Township,  Dunn  County,  Wis.;  Fred,  who  owns  the  home  farm;  and  Gertie, 
the  wife  of  Arthur  Fuller  of  Dallas  Township.  Fred  received  his  education 
in  the  school  at  Ridgeland  and  learned  farming  from  his  father.  In  1910, 
when  but  nineteen  years  of  age,  he  rented  the  farm  and  in  1915  he  bought 
it.  He  has  continued  the  improvements  started  by  his  father,  and  in  1916  put 
up  a  barn,  machine  shed,  granary  and  other  buildings.  The  barn  is  36  by  90 
feet,  with  full  equipment  and  furnished  with  Hudson  equipment.  The  Lally 
lighting  system  has  been  installed  in  the  house,  barn  and  yards.  Mr.  Link 
successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying  and  has  a  good  herd  of 
graded  Shorthorns  and  a  good  drove  of  Duroc-Jersey  swine.  He  is  the  present 
clerk  of  his  school  district  and  has  previously  served  as  treasurer.  He  has  also 
done  good  work  as  road  commissioner  of  the  township.  Mr.  Link  was  married 
in  Prairie  Farm  Township,  June  9,  1915,  to  Inga  Jorstad,  who  was  born  May 
15,  1898,  at  Fort  Scott,  Kans.,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Sophia  (Jorstad) 
Westerhouse.  Her  parents  died  when  she  was  a  child  and  she  was  adopted  by 
her  uncle,  Ole  Jorstad.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Link  have  one  son,  G.  Weston,  born 
March  6,  1916.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

William  J.  Lawrence,  an  energetic  farmer  of  section  17,*  east,  Dallas 
Township,  was  born  in  Clinton,  Bigstone  County,  Minn.,  June  6,  1892,  the  son 
of  Albert  and  Mary  (Hunter)  Lawrence,  natives  of  Michigan,  and  descended 
from  early  American  families.  The  mother  died  in  1896  and  the  father  later 
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married  Anna  Holten.  In  1902  he  brought  the  family  to  Sheriden  Township, 
Dunn  County,  and  settled  on  the  farm  where  he  now  lives.  William  J.  was 
brought  to  this  part  of  the  state  by  his  father  and  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Dunn  and  Barron  Counties.  He  did  farm  work  at  home  and  in  the 
neighborhood  for  several  years.  In  1914  he  rented  a  farm  from  William 
Black,  in  Dallas  Township,  Barron  County.  In  1917  he  bought  80  acres  in 
section  17,  east,  Dallas  Township.  He  renovated  and  repaired  the  buildings 
and  has  continued  to  develop  the  land.  He  successfully  carries  on  general 
farming  and  dairying  and  has  a  good  herd  of  cattle  headed  by  a  pure  blooded 
Holstein  sire.  His  financial  holdings  include  stock  in  the  Dallas  Telephone 
Co.  He  is  getting  a  good  start  in  life  and  is  a  popular  man  with  all  who  know 
him.  Mr.  Lawrence  was  married  May  26,  1917,  to  Hilda  Huseth,  who  was  born 
in  Maple  Grove  Township,  May  1,  1891,  the  daughter  of  Halver  and  Isabelle 
(Granum)  Huseth,  of  this  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lawrence  have  one  daughter, 
Doris,  born  Dec.  19,  1918. 

Edward  D.  Martin,  an  enterprising  farmer  of  section  32,  Dallas  Township, 
west,  was  born  at  Plymouth,  Ind.,  Oct.  1,  1864,  the  son  of  John  and  Anna 
(Dawson)  Martin,  natives  of  Indiana,  both  now  deceased.  He  received  his 
education  in  the  district  schools  of  Miami  County,  Ind.,  and  learned  farming 
from  his  father.  His  young  manhood  was  spent  farming  in  his  native  state.  In 
1890  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  purchased  80  acres  in  section  32.  A  few 
years  later  he  purchased  80  acres  more,  making  a  total  of  160  acres  of  good 
land.  He  has  put  up  a  set  of  good  buildings,  cleared  some  of  the  land  and 
built  up  a  fine  place.  Here  he  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  He 
is  a  solid,  substantial  man  of  real  worth,  and  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  all 
who  know  him.  He  takes  pride  in  his  home,  his  family  and  his  farm,  and  has 
met  with  a  good  degree  of  success  in  life.  Mr.  Martin  was  married  April  3, 
1896,  to  Agnes  Frizel,  who  was  born  in  Barron  County,  Wis.,  and  died  July 
14,  1916.  This  union  was  blessed  with  three  children:  Frances  was  born 
May  1,  1903 ;  Edward  was  born  May  31,  1907,  and  Floyd  was  born  Oct.  18,  1910. 
Mr.  Martin  was  married  May  19,  1919,  to  Mrs.  Viola  (Mason)  Kallicut,  the 
widow  of  Filander  Kallicut,  and  born  June  8,  1859,  the  daughter  of  James  and 
Olive  (Austin)  Rhoades.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

Gilbert  Gilbertson,  a  progressive  farmer  of  section  33,  west,  Dallas 
Township,  was  born  in  Norway,  Feb.  11,  1864,  the  son  of  Gilbert  and  Mary 
(Engebretson)  Gunderson,  both  now  deceased.  He  was  educated  in  his  native 
land,  and  as  a  young  man  worked  in  an  iron  foundry  and  for  a  time  had  charge 
of  a  large  farm  there.  In  1902  he  came  to  America,  and  for  a  while  worked 
in  Peterson’s  Nursery  in  Chicago.  That  fall  he  came  to  Barron  County  and 
bought  40  acres  in  section  9,  Dallas  Township.  A  short  time  later  he  sold  that 
and  bought  half  of  his  present  place.  Later  he  bought  the  other  half,  making 
him  a  good  farm  of  80  acres.  He  has  put  up  a  good  set  of  buildings  and  has 
broken  about  25  acres.  Here  he  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  He 
is  a  hard  working,  industrious  man,  who  takes  great  pride  in  his  farm  and  in 
his  family,  and  he  is  held  in  the  highest  respect  by  all  who  know  him.  Mr. 
Gilbertson  was  married  Oct.  16,  1892,  to  Olive  Olson,  who  was  born  in  Norway, 
Aug.  1,  1864,  the  daughter  of  Ole  and  Antoinette  (Larson)  Olson,  both  now 
deceased.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  four  children:  George  O.,  Agnes 
(first),  Agnes  and  Geneva.  George  O.,  a  veteran  of  the  World  War,  now 
deceased,  was  born  Dec.  8,  1893,  studied  in  the  district  schools  and  graduated 
from  the  engineering  course  of  the  Southern  Minnesota  College  at  Austin. 
May  4,  1917,  he  enlisted  at  Leeds,  S.  D.,  and  was  sent  to  Camp  Greene,  N.  C. 
He  served  successively  with  Company  H,  Eighty-sixth  Infantry,  Forty-second 
Division;  Headquarters  Company,  147th  Field  Artillery,  and  Company  H, 
Fifty-fifth  Field  Artillery.  He  saw  active  duty  in  France,  and  died  of  the 
influenza  at  Brest  on  Jan.  9,  1919.  Agnes  (first)  was  born  March  17,  1897,  and 
died  May  9,  1899.  Agnes  was  born  June  19,  1899,  and  is  the  wife  of  Otto 
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Opheim  of  Jackson  County,  Minn.  Geneva  was  born  Dec.  2,  1902,  and  is 
attending  the  Barron  County  Training  School  at  Rice  Lake.  The  family  faith 
is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Franklin  Mizer,  now  deceased,  for  over  twenty-five  years  an  honored  and 
respected  citizen  of  Dallas  Township,  who  built  up  one  of  the  good  faiths  of 
his  neighborhood,  was  born  in  Ohio,  Oct.  1,  1855,  the  son  of  William  and 
Catherine  Mizer.  He  received  his  education  in  his  native  state,  and  as  a  youth 
learned  the  carpenter’s  trade,  which  he  followed  for  many  years.  He  deter¬ 
mined,  however,  to  make  farming  his  life  work,  so  in  1891  he  came  to  Barron 
County  and  bought  40  acres  in  section  7,  Dallas  Township,  west.  He  built  a 
good  set  of  buildings  himself  and  cleared  up  about  half  the  land.  There  he 
carried  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  After  a  useful  and  well  spent  life, 
he  died  March  14,  1917.  He  was  a  hard-working  man  and  a  good  citizen, 
faithful  to  every  duty  of  life,  kindly  in  his  home  and  among  his  neighbors,  and 
he  was  held  in  the  highest  esteem  and  affection.  Mr.  Mizer  was  married  July 
18,  1877,  to  Lydia  Whetsol,  who  was  born  in  Ohio,  Nov.  28,  1860,  the  daughter 
of  Joseph  and  Martha  (Jessip)  Whetsol,  natives  of  Ohio,  and  both  of  whom 
are  now  deceased.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  six-  children:  Manuel 
T.  was  born  Nov.  1,1878,  and  died  March  23,  1921.  Martha  was  born  Jan.  3, 
1881,  and  died  March  27,  1884.  Mary  was  born  April  21,  1884,  and  is  the  wife 
of  John  Milliser  of  Virginia,  Minn.  Albert  was  born  Nov.  5,  1886,  and  farms 
in  Dallas  Township.  Walter  was  born  Sept.  17,  1889.  Nora  G.  was  born  Oct. 
25,  1894,  and  died  May  18,  1901.  Walter,  who  now  operates  the  farm  for  his 
mother,  was  born  in  Wabasha  County,  Minn.,  came  here  as  an  infant,  attended 
the  district  schools,  learned  farming  from  his  father  and  has  continued  to 
remain  on  the  home  place.  He  is  an  energetic  man  of  modern  and  progressive 
ideas  and  is  well  liked  throughout  the  community.  He  is  carrying  on  general 
farming  and  dairying  and  has  a  good  herd  of  Jerseys  headed  by  a  full  blooded 
sire.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Fourtowns  Cheese  Factory  and  is  also  inter¬ 
ested  in  other  local  enterprises.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  United 
Brethren  Church. 

Harley  E.  McNeal,  who  ranks  well  among  the  representative  men  of  Dallas 
Township,  was  born  in  the  township  where  he  still  lives,  March  28,  1880,  the 
son  of  David  H.  and  Anna  (Sims)  McNeal,  natives  of  Ohio,  who  came  to 
Wisconsin  in  1878  and  settled  on  the  line  between  Dallas  Township,  Barron 
County,  and  Wilson  Township,  Dunn  County,  the  farm  and  residence  being  in 
Dunn  County.  He  put  up  a  good  set  of  other  buildings,  cleared  up  a  part  of 
the  land  and  continued  to  reside  there  until  his  death,  Feb.  10,  1920,  after 
which  his  wife  took  up  her  home  with  the  son,  Harley  E.  The  other  two 
children  in  the  family  were  Nathan,  now  of  Ridgeland,  and  Birdie,  now  the 
wife  of  William  Townson  of  Cameron.  Harley  E.  attended  the  district  schools 
and  learned  farming  from  his  father.  He  is  a  man  of  considerable  mechanical 
ability,  and  for  some  years  operated  threshing  machines  and  sawmills  in 
Barron,  Bayfield  and  Douglas  Counties.  In  1914  he  bought  80  acres  in  section 
20,  east,  Dallas  Township.  He  has  repaired  the  buildings  he  found  on  the  place 
and  he  has  continued  the  clearing  and  breaking  of  the  land.  He  successfully 
carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  and  has  a  good  herd  of  Holsteins 
headed  by  a  grade  sire.  He  is  doing  well  with  his  work  and  is  already  making 
good  strides  on  the  road  to  success.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Prairie 
Farm  Camp,  No.  6612,  M.  W.  A.  Mr.  McNeal  was  married  Dec.  30,  1913,  to 
Mabel  L.  Knapthon,  who  was  born  at  Ogema,  Wis.,  Feb.  9,  1889,  the  daughter 
of  Abraham  L.  and  Mary  (Holcomb)  Knapthon,  the  former  of  whom  has  been 
for  many  years  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  at  Ridgeland,  this  state,  and 
the  latter  of  whom  died  in  1904.  In  the  Knapthon  family  there  were  five 
children:  Eldred  C.,  Mabel  L.,  Norma  J.,  Nellie  A.  and  Zerpha.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
McNeal  have  a  daughter,  Donella  I.,  born  Nov.  29,  1914.  The  family  faith  is 
that  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
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Martin  A.  McKee,  prosperous  barber  of  Dallas  Village,  was  born  in  Ful- 
ton  County,  Indiana,  Sept.  19,  1873,  son  of  Martin  and  Martha  (Ellison) 
McKee,  who  are  appropriately  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work.  Martin  A. 
received  his  early  education  in  the  district  schools  of  his  native  county,  and 
then  was  connected  with  the  lumber  business  for  a  while  working  in  a  lath 
and  shingle  mill  and  loading  cord  wood.  In  1888  he  came  to  Barron  and  after 
engaging  as  a  barber  for  a  while,  became  partner  with  his  brother,  William, 
in  a  shop  of  their  own.  In  1900  he  came  to  Dallas  and  opened  his  present 
shop.  He  owns  the  building  and  a  residence  in  the  south  part  of  the  village. 
His  shop  is  a  model  in  every*  respect  and  the  two  chairs  are  kept  constantly 
busy.  Mr.  McKee  is  well  liked  in  the  community  and  in  1919  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  village  council.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  in  politics  is  a  strong  Republican.  Mr.  McKee  was  married  April 
26,  1893  to  Stella  Durrin,  daughter  of  Warren  and  Nancy  (Hirschey)  Durrin, 
and  this  union  has  been  blessed  with  three  children:  Naoma,  born  Aug.  9, 
1894,  now  Mrs.  Henry  Nutzhorn  of  Canada;  Isabelle,  born  April  27,  1898;  and 
Melvin,  born  Jan.  17,  1902,  now  attending  the  Normal  school  at  River  Falls, 
Wis.  Warren  Durrin,  father  of  Mrs.  McKee,  was  born  in  Cleveland,  0.,  and 
his  wife  in  Hartland,  Wis.  They  lived  for  many  years  in  Minnesota  and 
Iowa.  In  1873  they  went  to  Wilson,  Wis.,  and  later  to  Woodville,  Wis.  Mr. 
Durrin  died  there  Sept.  25,  1901,  and  his  wife  now  lives  with  her  daughter, 
Mrs.  C.  B.  Hart,  in  Tacoma,  Wash.  In  the  Durrin  family  there  were  eleven 
children:  Louis,  Lena  (deceased),  Verner  (deceased),  Estella,  George,  Har¬ 
riet,  Laura,  Jennie,  Warren  (deceased),  Loren  and  Lottie. 

Iver  Moe,  retired  farmer  living  in  Dallas  Village,  was  born  in  Norway 
May  8,  1843,  and  as  a  young  man  became  a  fisherman.  In  1880  he  came  to 
America  and  located  at  Eau  Claire,  this  state,  where  he  worked  in  the  build¬ 
ing  trades.  He  came  to  Barron  County  in  1891  and  bought  40  acres  in  Section 

11,  west,  Dallas  Township.  He  renovated  the  house,  erected  a  barn  and  out¬ 
buildings,  and  there  successfully  farmed  until  1906  when  he  sold  and  moved 
to  the  village  where  he  now  lives.  He  was  married  Nov.  13,  1869  in  Norway, 
to  Dorthea  Evenson,  who  died  Nov.  23,  1889.  She  was  the  mother  of  four 
children:  Sofus,  born  June  21,  1873,  now  in  Dallas;  James  M.,  born  March 

12,  1874,  now  in  northern  Minnesota;  John,  who  was  born  May  5,  1875,  died 
July  25,  1881;  and  Elizabeth,  who  was  born  Aug.  29,  1879,  and  died  Aug.  21, 
1881.  Nov.  26,  1899,  Mr.  Moe  married  Ingebrecht  Holden,  who  was  born  in  Nor¬ 
way  July  8,  1860,  daughter  of  Erick  and  Eliza  (Elemon)  Holden,  who  came  from 
Norway  in  1871,  and  located  in  Trempealeau  County,  Wisconsin,  where  they 
were  respected  farmers  until  their  death,  the  father  dying  June  9,  1882,  and 
the  mother  Nov.  9,  1901.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran 
Church. 

Samuel  Sigler,  for  some  fifteen  years  a  resident  of  Maple  Grove  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  Ohio,  and  as  a  young  man  went  to  Indiana,  where  he  mar¬ 
ried  Jennie  Yarwood,  a  native  of  New  York  state.  In  1876  he  brought  his 
family  to  Wisconsin  and  settled  on  a  tract  of  land  in  Dunn  County.  After 
eleven  years  spent  in  developing  a  farm  there,  he  came  to  Barron  County 
and  settled  in  Maple  Grove  Township  in  1887.  Here  he  farmed  until  1903. 
He  was  a  hard  working,  industrious  farmer,  who  made  and  kept  friends,  and 
was  a  good  neighbor  and  good  citizen  in  every  respect,  well  liked  by  all  who 
knew  him.  In  1903  he  went  back  to  Indiana.  From  there  he  went  to  Arkan¬ 
sas  and  spent  a  few  years.  He  now  lives  at  Shipshewana,  Lagrange  County, 
Indiana.  By  his  first  wife,  Jennie  Yarwood,  he  has  four  children:  Eliza, 
Lydia,  Mary  and  Edward.  She  died  in  1881.  Later  he  married  Jennie  Kin¬ 
caid  by  whom  he  has  three  children;  Nora  and  Dora  (twins),  and  Jennie. 

A.  Bert  Massie,  an  enterprising  farmer  of  Dallas  Township,  is  a  native 
of  this  county,  born  on  the  father’s  farm  in  Section  19,  east,  Dallas  Township, 
Aug.  31,  1877,  the  son  of  Benjamin  and  Hannah  (Sims)  Massie.  He  was  reared 
on  the  home  place,  attended  district  school,  and  learned  farming  from  his 
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father.  In  1905  he  rented  the  second  of  his  father’s  two  farms,  consisting  of 
160  acres,  and  in  1908  he  bought  it.  In  1917  he  sold  this  to  his  brother-in-law, 
Edward  Sigler,  with  whom  he  made  his  home  till  Aug.  31,  1921,  when  he  mar¬ 
ried  Laurie  M.  Jones,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Lottie  (Richardson)  Jones, 
farmers  of  Richland  County,  Wisconsin.  Her  father  is  now  deceased  and 
her  mother  later  married  Enoch  Gray  who  now  lives  in  Dovre  Township.  Mr. 
Massie  some  time  after  selling  his  farm  to  his  brother-in-law,  bought  80 
acres  in  Section  19.  Of  this  farm  he  has  cleared  25  acres,  and  he  is  erecting 
buildings  and  gradually  developing  the  place.  He  is  one  of  the  well-liked  men 
of  the  township.  Energetic  and  active,  he  is  prominent  in  social  activities 
and  is  a  good  citizen  in  every  respect. 

Edward  Massie,  a  modern  fanner  of  Section  20,  east,  Dallas  Township, 
was  born  in  Gallia  County,  Ohio,  Dec.  21,  1872,  the  son  of  Benjamin  and 
Hannah  (Sims)  Massie,  who  brought  him  to  this  township  in  1874.  Here  he 
was  reared  and  educated  and  learned  farming  from  his  father.  In  1887  he 
and  his  brother,  Gomer  R.,  bought  their  father’s  original  homestead.  In  1900 
he  sold  out  to  his  brother  and  purchased  his  present  farm.  To  the  develop¬ 
ment  and  operation  of  this  place  he  has  since  devoted  his  attention.  He  has 
renovated  the  house  and  improved  the  buildings  and  cleared  an  additional  20 
acres  of  land.  He  has  put  up  a  barn  and  furnished  it  with  full  Louden 
equipment.  Both  house  and  barn  are  lighted  by  electricity  and  supplied  with 
running  water.  Mr.  Massie  has  been  active  in  public  affairs  and  has  served 
as  a  member  of  the  town  board.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Dallas  Telephone 
Co.  He  is  successfully  carrying  on  general  farming  along  the  latest  approved 
lines,  and  is  a  man  of  influence  and  standing  in  the  community.  Mr.  Massie 
was  married  Dec.  16,  1900  to  Mary  Sigler,  who  was  born  in  Lagrange  County, 
Indiana,  Aug.  .24,  1874,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Jennie  (Yarwood)  Sigler. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Massie  have  four  children:  Velma  E.,  born  Dec.  18,  1901,  who 
is  teaching  at  Winters,  Wis.;  Phoebe  W.,  born  May  16,  1904,  who  is  attending 
the  Wisconsin  State  Normal  School  at  Eau  Claire,  Wis.;  Joseph  F.,  born 
June  8,  1906,  who  is  working  on  the  home  farm,  and  Wayne  E.,  born  Dec.  8, 
1911,  who  is  making  a  good  record  at  school. 

Gunder  A.  Lee,  farmer,  Section  15,  west,  Dallas  Township,  and  for 
twenty-five  years  flour  mill  operator  at  Dallas  Village,  was  born  in  Norway, 
Oct.  17,  1845,  son  of  Amond  and  Inga  (Nelson)  Lee,  natives  of  Norway, 
where  they  spent  the  whole  of  their  lives.  Gunder  A.  received  his  early  edu¬ 
cation  in  Norway  and  farmed  there  until  coming  to  America  in  1868.  He 
settled  in  New  York  City,  where  he  remained  three  years,  and  in  1871  located 
in  Winona  County,  Minnesota,  for  five  years,  working  first  in  the  rural  dis¬ 
tricts  and  then  at  Dover  and  St.  Charles.  In  1877  he  came  to  Dunn  County, 
this  state,  and  took  a  homestead  of  a  quarter  section,  of  which  he  cleared 
twelve  acres,  built  a  log  house  and  barn  and  carried  on  farming  until  1890, 
when  he  came  to  Dallas  and  took  charge  of  a  flour  mill.  After  conducting 
the  mill  a  quarter  of  a  century,  he  started  farming  on  his  present  place. 
Mr.  Lee  was  married  June  14,  1870  to  Anna  Simonson,  daughter  of  Simon 
and  Pennelia  Simonson.  She  died  in  1911.  She  was  a  good  wife  and  mother, 
and  her  death  was  sincerely  mourned  by  her  large  family  and  by  her  large 
circle  of  friends.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lee  were  the  parents  of  nine  children:  Anna, 
now  Mrs.  Halvor  Larson  of  Barron  Township;  Olaf,  now  of  Dallas  Town¬ 
ship;  Sophia,  Lena,  Simon  and  Carl,  all  dead;  Otto,  now  of  Rice  Lake;  Ole  of 
Dallas,  and  Carl  of  Dallas.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Luth¬ 
eran  Church. 

Carl  Lee,  garage  man  of  Dallas,  was  born  in  the  village  where  he  now 
lives,  May  9,  1891,  and  was  here  reared  and  educated,  working  in  his  father’s 
mill  and  on  his  father’s  farm.  He  enlisted  April  1,  1917,  at  Hudson,  Wis.,  in 
Company  C,  Third  Wisconsin  National  Guards,  and  was  afterward  transferred 
to  Company  C,  128th  Infantry,  32nd  Division.  He  trained  at  Camp  McArthur, 
Waco,  Texas,  landed  in  France  April  10,  1918,  and  saw  active  service  at  Cha- 
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teau  Thierry  and  in  the  Argonne.  He  was  wounded  at  Chateau  Thierry  on 
Aug.  1,  1918,  and  was  at  Base  Hospital  No.  6,  in  France,  three  months.  In 
all  he  was  in  the  service  twenty-five  months.  He  was  discharged  at  Camp 
Grant  May  21,  1919,  and  at  once  returned  to  his  anxious  family  and  friends. 
He  is  now  connected  with  the  Ellfson  Garage.  He  was  married  Dec.  12,  1913, 
to  Tilda  Redding,  who  died  Aug.  10,  1914,  leaving  a  son,  Sherold  J.,  born  Aug. 
9,  1914,  now  with  his  cousin  in  Otter  Creek  Township,  Dunn  County,  Wis. 

Alfred  B.  Finley,  educator  and  farmer,  second  county  superintendent  of 
Barron  County  schools,  ninth  county  superintendent  of  Dunn  County  schools, 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  July  30,  1846,  the  son  of  Francis  and  Margaret 
Finley,  who  brought  him  to  Green  County,  this  state,  in  1863,  and  to  Rusk 
Prairie,  Dunn  County,  this  state,  in  1863.  In  1867  he  purchased  100  acres  in 
Section  32,  and  80  acres  in  Section  31,  Dallas  Township,  this  county,  and  built 
a  log  cabin  on  it,  being  the  first  settler  in  the  southwestern  part  of  the  town¬ 
ship.  To  this  place  he  devoted  his  spare  time,  and  gradually  built  up  a  good 
place.  In  the  meantime  he  was  devoting  most  of  his  time  to  educational  work. 
He  taught  his  first  term  in  the  fall  of  1866  and  was  thereafter  connected  with 
the  schools  of  this  part  of  the  state  for  nearly  forty  years.  In  this  capacity 
he  met  with  greatest  success  and  his  work  left  an  impress  on  the  educational 
system  of  this  region  and  on  the  characters  of  the  children,  that  will  remain 
for  many  generations.  A  man  of  superior  attainments,  and  broad  reading,  he 
thoroughly  understood  child  nature,  he  knew  the  needs  and  circumstances  of 
the  children  of  pioneers  who  were  struggling  to  establish  their  homes  in  the 
wilderness,  and  he  was  possessed  of  an  enthusiasm  and  idealism  which  inspired 
the  children  to  their  best  work.  In  1872-73  he  was  at  the  head  of  the  Barron 
County  schools,  and  in  1882-83  and  ’84  at  the  head  of  the  Dunn  County  schools. 
The  log  house  built  on  his  land  was  also  used  as  the  first  schoolhouse  of  this 
district.  The  building  is  still  standing  on  the  home  farm  and  is  now  62  years 
old.  For  many  years  he  was  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  Dallas  Township.  After 
a  useful  life,  worthily  spent  in  the  interests  of  humanity,  he  died  April  28, 
1918.  He  had  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  his  fellow  citizens.  He  was  a 
man  of  high  principles  and  staunch  character,  and  his  influence  was  ever  for 
the  good.  His  good  wife,  Laura  Shepard,  a  native  of  Wisconsin,  is  living  on  the 
homestead,  with  their  only  son,  Chester  G. 

Chester  G.  Finley,  veteran  of  the  World  War,  postman  and  farmer,  was 
born  on  the  farm  where  he  now  lives,  in  Sections  31  and  32,  Dallas  Township, 
July  26,  1892,  and  attended  the  public  schools.  He  also  attended  the  Barron 
High  School.  He  learned  farming  from  his  father  and  now  manages  the  home 
place  for  his  mother.  He  thoroughly  understands  his  business,  he  is  active 
and  energetic,  he  is  a  leader  among  the  young  people  in  the  neighborhood,  and 
he  is  already  well  along  the  road  to  success.  He  carries  on  general  farming  and 
dairying  and  has  a  good  herd  of  graded  Holsteins.  May  16,  1921,  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  rural  mail  carrier  out  of  Ridgeland,  and  attends  to  the  duties  of  that 
position  while  still  looking  after  the  farm.  Mr.  Finley  was  inducted  into  the 
United  States  service  at  Barron,  Sept.  19,  1917,  and  trained  at  Camp  Grant, 
Rockford,  Ill.,  with  Co.  F,  341st  Inf.,  86th  Division.  Equipped  for  overseas 
duty  at  Camp  Upton,  L.  I.,  he  landed  at  Liverpool,  Sept.  21,  1918,  and  at  Bor¬ 
deaux  on  Oct.  1,  1918.  He  was  transferred  to  Co.  I,  129th  Inf.,  33rd  Division, 
and  saw  active  service  in  the  Meuse-Argonne  and  the  Metz  sectors.  He  was 
also  with  the  American  Army  of  Occupation  in  Luxemburg.  Upon  his  return 
he  landed  in  the  States,  May  22,  1919,  and  was  discharged  at  Camp  Grant  on 
June  6,  1919.  He  was  married  Dec.  26,  1919,  to  Frances  Eley,  who  was  born 
at  Leetmasters,  Penn.,  Aug.  23,  1900,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Anna  (Reecher) 
Eley,  both  natives  of  that  state,  and  both  now  living  at  Freeport,  Ill.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Finley  have  one  son,  Richard  G.,  born  Oct.  24,  1920. 

Thomas  Lystie,  who  lived  in  Barron  County  for  over  thirty  years  and  de¬ 
veloped  four  different  farms  here,  was  a  shrewd  and  prudent  man  who  quietly 
went  his  way  in  life,  doing  his  duty  as  he  saw  it,  and  devoting  his  every 
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energy  to  his  farm  work  and  to  the  rearing  of  his  large  family.  He  was  born 
in  Norway,  June  9,  1845,  attended  school  there,  and  was  reared  to  farm  pur¬ 
suits.  In  1868  he  came  to  America  and  located  at  Green  County,  Wis.  In 
1879  he  came  to  Barron  County.  Here  he  successfully  owned  three  different 
farms  in  Maple  Grove  and  Dallas  townships.  In  1893  he  bought  a  fourth  farm 
of  80  acres  in  Section  1,  Dallas  Township.  Here  he  built  a  house  and  a  log 
barn,  and  cleared  up  about  half  the  land,  and  successfully  farmed  until  his 
death,  May  28,  1911.  Since  then  the  widow  has  carried  on  the  farm,  assisted 
by  her  children.  She  is  a  capable  woman,  a  faithful  mother  and  a  good  neigh¬ 
bor,  and  is  liked  by  all  who  know  her.  Mr.  Lystie  was  married  Jan.  1,  1873, 
in  Green  County,  Wis.,  to  Isabelle  Thorson,  who  was  left  an  orphan  in  early 
life.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lystie  had  nine  children.  Hannah  was  born  Dec.  12,  1873, 
And  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Johnson,  of  Oak  Grove  Township.  John  was  born 
Jan.  11,  1875,  and  farms  in  Dallas  Township.  Clara  was  born  Aug.  13,  1877, 
and  is  the  wife  of  Halver  Bakken,  of  Maple  Grove  Township.  Thomas  was  born 
April  12,  1880.  Thelma  was  born  April  6,  1882,  and  died  in  1885.  Hulbert  was 
born  Sept.  26,  1883.  Jacob  was  born  July  30,  1891.  Inga  was  born  Sept.  27, 
1893,  and  is  the  wife  of  Anton  Oshaug,  of  Maple  Grove  Township.  Robert 
was  born  Nov.  30,  1898.  Thomas  is  a  farmer  in  Maple  Grove  Township;  Jacob 
is  in  New  Richmond,  and  Albert  and  Robert  are  on  the  home  farm.  All  are 
energetic,  hard-working  men,  good  citizens  and  good  farmers,  and  are  highly 
esteemed  throughout  the  community.  All  are  getting  a  good  start  in  life,  and 
all  are  deeply  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  town  and  county. 

Elmer  P.  Rudy,  of  the  firm  of  Goss  &  Rudy,  blacksmiths,  at  Dallas,  was 
born  at  Stevens  Point,  Wis.,  April  12,  1890,  son  of  John  and  Anna  (Hermund- 
son)  Rudy.  The  father  was  born  in  Indiana  and  spent  many  years  farming  in 
Buffalo  County,  Wis.,  with  a  short  interval  at  Stevens  Point.  In  1920  he  sold 
out  and  moved  to  Eau  Claire,  Wis.,  where  he  now  lives.  The  children  of  John 
Rudy,  by  his  first  wife,  were:  Mary,  George,  John,  Willie  (deceased),  Elmer 
P.  and  Ella  (twins),  of  whom  Ella  is  deceased,  Clarence  and  Clara  (twins),  of 
whom  Clara  is  deceased,  and  Bennie.  John  Rudy’s  children  by  his  second  wife 
were:  Theodore,  Mabel,  Myrtle,  Lillie  (deceased),  Norman,  Alver,  James,  Don¬ 
ald  (deceased)  and  Henry.  Elmer  P.  Rudy  lost  his  mother  when  he  was  nine 
years  old.  He  received  his  education  in  his  native  county  and  farmed  until 
1911,  when  he  went  to  Independence,  Wis.,  where  he  learned  the  blacksmith 
trade.  In  1913  he  rented  a  shop  at  Eleva,  Wis.,  and  a  year  later  came  to  Dallas 
in  the  employ  of  August  Brotin.  In  1915  he  went  to  Barron  and  worked  for 
O.  G.  Klein  for  six  months  and  then  came  back  to  Dallas  and  with  Stein  Ulberg 
bought  out  his  former  employer.  This  partnership  continued  until  Aug.  23, 
1920,  when  Mr  Ulberg  was  bought  out  by  Ralph  W.  Goss.  The  young  men  do 
general  horseshoeing  and  repair  work  and  have  built  up  a  good  trade.  Fra¬ 
ternally,  Mr.  Rudy  is  a  member  of  the  Beavers.  Mr.  Rudy  was  married  June 
21,  1911,  to  Sena  Severson,  daughter  of  Andrew  Severson,  who  came  to  Amer¬ 
ica  from  Norway  in  the  early  eighties  and  located  in  Trempealeau  County,  Wis. 
In  the  Severson  family  there  were  twelve  children,  of  whom  there  are  six  living: 
Steen,  Bessie,  Gilbert  and  Andrew  (twins),  Otto  and  Sena.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rudy 
are  the  parents  of  four  children:  Arvilla,  born  May  11,  1912;  Everett,  born 
Nov.  13,  1914;  Ancel,  born  March  26,  1917;  and  Curtis,  born  Sept.  26,  1920. 

Louis  Holt,  a  prominent  citizen  living  on  Section  13,  west,  Dallas  Town¬ 
ship,  is  one  of  the  best  known  men  in  this  part  of  the  county.  He  came  here 
from  Eau  Claire,  this  state,  in  1888,  and  took  up  his  home  at  Dallas,  where  he 
lived  until  1901,  when  he  moved  onto  his  present  farm  of  40  acres,  which  he 
had  purchased  in  1897.  For  some  years  he  worked  in  the  sawmills  at  Dallas. 
He  was  a  skilled  and  faithful  workman,  and  had  the  respect  of  his  fellows  and 
the  confidence  of  his  employers.  For  some  time  he  operated  the  stage  from 
Chetek  to  Dallas  and  Prairie  Farm,  before  the  railroad  came  through.  He  was 
also  a  transfer  contractor  and  hauled  most  of  the  stone  which  went  into  the 
foundations  of  many  of  the  early  buildings  in  Dallas.  He  built  up  a  wide 
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acquaintance,  and  from  time  to  time,  as  opportunity  presented,  made  some 
profitable  real  estate  deals,  buying,  holding  and  selling.  At  one  time  he  owned 
400  acres,  in  addition  to  the  lots  on  which  his  pleasant  cottage  in  Dallas  Vil¬ 
lage  was  erected.  For  fifteen  years  he  bought  and  sold  cattle,  and  in  this 
capacity  did  much  to  build  up  Barron  County  herds,  and  to  find  a  market  for 
Barron  County  cattle,  thus  giving  an  impetus  to  Barron  County  agriculture. 
In  all  these  various  lines  of  endeavor,  he  came  in  contact  with  many  people, 
and  his  genial  disposition  and  honest  dealing  made  him  friends  among  all 
whom  he  met.  His  farm  has  been  his  hobby,  he  took  pride  in  developing  it 
into  a  good  place,  and  he  still  has  a  comfortable  home  there,  and  continues  to 
do  a  little  work  about  the  garden,  though  he  is  practically  retired  from  farm 
work.  As  a  leader  among  his  fellowmen,  it  is  natural  that  he  should  have 
been  called  to  considerable  public  service.  Since  1914  he  has  done  excellent 
work  as  president  of  the  Dallas  Telephone  Co.  For  four  years  he  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  county  weed  commission.  He  was  also  a  valued  member  of  the 
school  board  of  his  district  for  several  terms.  In  addition  to  this  he  has 
served  on  numerous  committees  and  delegations,  especially  during  the  war. 
Mr.  Holt  was  born  in  Norway,  April  4,  1861,  the  son  of  Martin  and  Mary  (Lar¬ 
son)  Martinson,  both  natives  of  that  country  and  both  now  deceased.  He  was 
reared  and  educated  in  his  native  land,  and  did  farm  work  there  for  several 
years.  For  a  time  he  was  yardman  for  a  prominent  physician.  In  1888  he  came 
to  America  and  lived  a  few  months  at  Eau  Claire,  this  state,  before  coming  to 
Barron  County.  Mr.  Holt  was  married  in  1884,  to  Carrie  A.  Christianson,  who 
was  born  in  Norway,  July  14,  1861,  the  daughter  of  Christian  and  Martha  (Hal¬ 
verson)  Hanson,  both  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holt  are  the  parents  of  ten 
children.  Christ  M.  was  born  April  9,  1885,  and  is  a  carpenter,  living  in  Iowa. 
Hans  was  born  Dec.  22,  1887,  and  is  foreman  in  a  car  shop  in  Duluth,  Minn. 
Mary  C.  was  born  March  29,  1889,  and  is  the  wife  of  Emery  Arnold,  of  Crosby, 
Minn.  Lottie  E.  was  born  Feb.  19,  1891.  Clara  was  born  Nov.  9,  1892,  and  is 
the  wife  of  Louis  Halverson.  Inga  was  born  March  26,  1895,  and  is  the  wife 
of  Roy  Sugrue,  of  Crosby,  Minn.  Hannah  was  born  Feb.  14,  1898,  and  is  the 
wife  of  Leonard  Revord.  Sirn  was  born  Nov.  25,  1900.  Oscar  was  born  April 
1,  1903.  Hilda  A.  was  born  Nov.  9,  1906.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Nor¬ 
wegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Erick  Huseth,  an  early  settler,  now  living  on  Section  11,  Dallas  Township, 
was  born  in  Norway,  May  30,  1855,  the  son  of  Erick  and  Julia  (Knutson) 
Huseth,  natives  of  that  country.  The  good  parents  brought  the  family  to 
America  in  1874,  and  took  a  homestead  in  Dane  County,  this  state.  From  there, 
in  1874,  they  came  to  Barron  County,  and  took  a  homestead  of  80  acres  in  Sec¬ 
tion  12,  Maple  Grove  Township.  There  they  erected  a  set  of  buildings,  cleared 
up  the  land  and  developed  a  good  place.  In  due  time  they  retired  and  moved  to 
Dallas  Village,  where  he  died  in  1910,  and  she  in  1908.  In  the  family  there 
were  six  children:  Halver  (deceased),  Inga,  Erick,  Barbara,  Bert  and  Isabelle. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  attended  school  in  his  native  country  and  for  a  while 
in  Dane  County,  this  state.  He  thoroughly  learned  farming  from  his  father, 
and  assisted  in  developing  the  farm  in  Section  12,  Dallas  Township,  to  which 
he  was  brought  in  1874.  He  experienced  all  the  privations  and  hardships  of 
pioneer  life,  and  saw  the  county  grow  from  a  lumber  region,  with  a  few  scat¬ 
tered  villages,  a  few  lumber  camps  and  the  beginnings  of  a  few  farms,  into  a 
fertile  stretch  of  profitable  agricultural  land,  and  flourishing  cities.  In  1880 
he  started  out  for  himself  and  purchased  80  acres  of  wild  land  in  Section  10, 
Dallas  Township.  To  the  improving,  developing  and  cultivation  of  this  place, 
he  devoted  nearly  forty  years.  He  cleared  and  fenced  nearly  all  the  land  and 
put  up  a  good  set  of  buildings.  His  years  of  hard  work,  intelligent  effort  and 
industrious  application,  resulted  in  success,  and  he  became  one  of  the  leading 
men  of  his  community.  In  the  fall  of  1919  he  retired,  rented  the  farm  to  his 
son,  Edward,  and  bought  a  pleasant  home  in  Rice  Lake.  But  he  did  not  care 
for  city  life,  he  longed  for  the  scenes  in  which  he  had  spent  so  many  busy 
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years,  and  so  he  sold  the  city  property  and  purchased  40  acres  in  Section  11, 
Dallas  Township.  There  he  plans  to  spend  the  remainder  of  his  life,  partly  in 
retirement,  but  still  doing  such  farm  work  as  he  cares  to.  Mr.  Huseth  was 
married  Oct.  16,  1880,  to  Julia  Amundson,  who  was  born  in  Norway,  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Knute  and  Rena  Amundson.  She  died  June  15,  1904.  Their  union  was 
blessed  with  seven  children:  Edward,  born  March  25,  1886;  Conrad,  born  Dec. 
13,  1888;  Gustave,  born  Jan.  25,  1892;  Oscar,  born  May  15,  1894;  Rudolph,  born 
April  7,  1896;  Palma,  born  July  7,  1898;  and  Melvin,  born  Aug.  19,  1900.  On 
May  18,  1907,  Mr.  Huseth  married  Bertha  Johnson,  who  was  born  in  Norway, 
Dec.  16, 1881,  and  the  daughter  of  Iver  and  Caroline  (Olson)  Johnson,  both  now 
deceased.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  four  children:  Carlton,  born 
June  8,  1910;  Verna,  born  Sept.  22,  1913;  Eunice,  born  May  22,  1916;  and  Jane, 
born  Jan.  3,  1921.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Louis  Handorf,  a  leading  farmer  of  Section  31,  Dallas  Township,  is  a  na¬ 
tive  of  this  state,  born  in  Dunn  County,  Feb.  21,  1874,  the  son  of  William  J. 
and  Hannah  (Hintz)  Handorf,  natives  of  Germany.  These  good  people  came 
to  America  in  1868,  and  settled  near  Menomonie,  in  this  state,  where  he  did 
farm  work  for  several  years.  In  1876  he  bought  160  acres  of  wild  land  in  Sec¬ 
tion  31,  Dallas  Township,  this  county,  put  up  a  log  cabin  and  started  to  break 
the  land.  As  time  passed  he  built  up  a  good  place,  erected  a  suitable  set  of 
buildings,  and  cleared  eighty  acres.  In  1894  he  retired  but  continued  to  make 
his  home  on  the  place  with  his  son,  Louis,  until  his  death,  June  29,  1912.  His 
wife  died  June  26,  1919.  In  the  family  there  were  five  children:  Sophia  (de¬ 
ceased),  Dora,  August,  Anna  (deceased),  and  Louis.  Louis  came  to  this  place 
with  his  parents,  attended  the  district  school  of  the  neighborhood,  learned 
farming  from  his  father,  and  assisted  him  in  developing  the  farm.  In  1894  he 
bought  the  place,  and  has  since  successfully  conducted  it.  To  the  original 
he  has  added  40  acres  more,  so  that  he  now  has  a  good  farm  of  200  acres,  one  of 
the  best  in  the  neighborhood.  He  has  erected  a  new  set  of  buildings,  includ¬ 
ing  a  pleasant  house  and  a  barn,  30  by  70  feet,  and  he  has  also  cleared  up  thirty 
additional  acres.  He  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying  and  has  a  good 
herd  of  Holsteins,  headed  by  a  full-blooded  sire.  His  financial  holdings  in¬ 
clude  stock  in  the  Ridgeland  Creamery,  the  New  Richmond  Packing  Plant,  and 
the  Heinrick  Partridge  Co.  of  Minneapolis.  In  public  affairs  he  has  done  good 
service  on  the  school  board  and  on  the  town  board.  Mr.  Handorf  was  married 
Oct.  26,  1901,  to  Augusta  Glaser,  who  was  born  in  Germany,  Oct.  13,  1881,  the 
daughter  of  William  and  Henrietta  (Peshaw)  Glaser,  natives  of  Germany,  who 
came  to  America  in  1884,  and  settled  in  Prairie  Farm  Township,  this  county, 
where  they  prosperously  farmed  until  1910,  when  they  retired  and  moved  to 
Dunn  County,  where  they  now  live.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Handorf  have  had  nine  chil¬ 
dren.  Pauline  C.  was  born  Aug.  11,  1902,  and  died  Aug.  14,  1902.  Lulu  L.  was 
born  Dec.  25,  1904,  and  is  attending  the  Lutheran  High  School  at  Milwaukee. 
Ernest  A.  was  born  Dec.  3,  1906.  Josie  S.  was  born  Sept.  9,  1908.  Waldon  H. 
was  born  Oct.  16,  1910.  Ruth  A.  was  born  Sept.  30,  1911.  Irene  A.  was  born 
July  15,  1913.  Gertrude  M.  was  born  July  15,  1915.  Archie  E.  was  born  Feb. 
6,  1919.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church. 

.  Halver  E.  Halverson,  the  first  carpenter  in  Dallas  Township,  for  many 
years  a  successful  farmer,  and  now  living  retired  after  a  useful  and  well- 
spent,  active  career,  was  born  in  Norway,  May  26,  1852,  the  son  of  Ingebret 
and  Andrea  (Monsrud)  Halverson.  These  good  people  came  from  Norway 
in  1869  and  located  in  Racine  County,  Wis.,  from  there  coming,  in  1872,  to 
Barron  County,  where  they  bought  160  acres  in  Section  15,  Dallas  Township. 
They  were  then  getting  along  in  years,  and  their  sons  cleared  up,  developed  and 
operated  the  farm.  In  the  family  there  were  five  children:  Inga,  deceased; 
Harry,  of  Dallas;  Mary,  of  New  Auburn;  Axel  E.,  of  Duluth;  and  Halver  E. 
Halver  E.  attended  school  in  Norway,  and  there  learned  the  carpenters’  trade. 
He  came  to  this  country  with  his  parents  and  was  with  them  when  they  set¬ 
tled  in  Barron  County.  He  helped  to  clear  up  the  home  place,  and  also  erected 
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the  buildings  on  it.  Here  he  continued  to  farm,  more  or  less,  but  his  real 
work  was  that  of  carpenter  and  contractor.  Being  the  first,  and  for  many 
years  the  only  one  in  Dallas  Township,  he  naturally  had  much  business  in  this 
line,  and  many  sets  of  farm  buildings  in  the  township,  and  in  the  neighboring 
townships,  testify  to  the  fidelity  and  skill  of  his  labors.  In  1877  he  received 
80  acres  of  his  father’s  farm  and  bought  another  40  acres,  making  a  good  tract 
of  120  acres.  Here  he  successfully  carried  on  general  farming  and  dairying. 
In  1916  he  rented  the  farm  to  his  son,  John  G.,  but  still  lives  on  the  place, 
the  buildings  including  two  pleasant  homes.  He  is  one  of  the  best  known  men 
in  the  township  and  has  done  considerable  public  service.  In  1878-79-80,  he 
served  the  town  as  a  capable  member  of  the  board  of  supervisors.  For  ten 
years  he  did  good  work  on  the  school  board.  He  now  devotes  much  of  his  time 
to  the  Oak  Grove  Farmers’  Insurance  Co.,  of  which  he  has  been  agent  since 
1909.  Mr.  Halverson  was  married  Dec.  20,  1881,  to  Anna  Hallinburg,  who  was 
born  March  16,  1860,  in  Norway,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Gunhild  (Halling- 
burg)  Anderson,  both  of  whom  are  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Halverson 
have  five  children:  Edwin.  Alfred,  John  G.,  Henry  and  Gina.  Edwin  was  born 
June  6,  1883,  and  farms  in  Maple  Grove  Township.  Alfred,  born  Jan.  21,  1885, 
is  a  carpenter  in  Dallas  Village.  John  G.  was  born  Jan.  20,  1887,  and  operates 
the  home  farm.  Henry  is  a  jeweler  at  Dallas.  Gina,  who  clerks  in  the  Farm¬ 
ers’  Store  at  Dallas,  was  born  Nov.  22,  1901. 

Henry  Halverson,  leading  jeweler  of  Dallas  and  partner  in  the  firm  of 
Halverson  Bros.,  funeral  directors,  is  a  native  of  this  township,  having  been 
born  here  March  21,  1894,  son  of  Halver  and  Anna  (Anderson)  Halverson. 
Henry  received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Dallas  and  in  1913 
was  graduated  from  the  Barron  High  School.  In  1914  he  went  to  Minneapolis 
and  learned  the  watch-making  and  jewelry  business  with  the  E.  Brunat  Jewelry 
Co.,  the  following  year  he  came  back  to  Dallas  and  after  working  a  year  on 
the  home  farm,  bought  out  Hans  Clair.  He  carries  a  stock  valued  at  about 
91,500.00,  has  a  good  business,  carries  a  full  line  of  jewelry  and  does  general 
engraving  and  watch  repairing.  He  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  rising  young 
men  of  the  village  and  his  business  is  constantly  increasing.  In  April,  1920, 
he  formed  a  partnership  with  his  brother,  Alfred,  and  purchased  the  undertak¬ 
ings  business  of  David  Pecore.  Alfred,  who  trained  at  the  Burnam  undertak¬ 
ing  parlors  at  Chetek,  has  charge  of  the  funeral  directing  part  of  the  busi¬ 
ness.  The  family  faith  is  at  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Anton  Granum,  retired  farmer  now  living  in  Dallas  Village,  was  born  in 
Norway,  July  4,  1852,  the  son  of  Nels  and  Gurtie  (Knutson)  Tollefson.  He 
received  his  education  in  Norway  and  remained  in  that  country  after  his  par¬ 
ents  came  to  America,  working  in  a  livery  barn  for  many  years.  In  1879  he 
came  to  this  country  and  joined  his  parents  in  Dallas  Township.  He  pur¬ 
chased  160  acres  in  Section  23,  west,  Dallas  Township,  cleared  nearly  all  of 
it,  erected  a  set  of  buildings  and  there  successfully  farmed  until  1899  when 
he  sold  out.  In  that  year  he  bought  another  160  acres  in  Sections  13  and  24, 
Dallas  Township.  He  cleared  a  part  of  this,  erected  buildings  and  fences  on 
the  whole  farm.  In  1916  he  presented  the  farm  to  his  son,  Norvel  P.,  and 
moved  to  Dallas  Village  where  he  has  a  pleasant  home  and  where  he  and  his 
wife  plan  to  spend  the  remainder  of  their  days.  He  is  a  well  known  man  in 
the  township  and  served  fifteen  years  on  the  school  board;  he  has  also  been 
a  director  in  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church  of  Dallas  for  a  similar  period. 
Mr.  Granum  was  married  June  23,  1882  to  Regnild  P.  Berg,  daughter  of  Peter 
and  Anna  (Swensdatter)  Nelson,  natives  of  Norway.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Granum 
have  two  children:  Anna,  who  was  born  May  19,  1883,  and  is  now  Mrs.  Sofus 
Moe  of  Dallas.  Norvel  P.  was  born  June  24,  1887,  lives  with  his  parents  and 
rents  his  father’s  farm  and  stock.  Mrs.  Granum  who  had  been  in  poor  health 
for  five  years  passed  away  June  16,  1921. 

Nels  Tollefson  (Granum),  the  first  Norwegian  settler  in  Dallas  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  Norway  and  came  to  America  in  1867  and  located  in  Dane 
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County,  this  state.  In  1870  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  settled  on  the 
west  side  of  Dallas  Village.  The  township  was  then  a  wilderness,  the  trip 
here  was  made  with  oxen  and  all  provisions  had  to  be  brought  in  from  Eau 
Claire  either  by  foot  or  with  oxen.  The  homestead  consisted  of  160  acres  in 
Section  14,  west.  Mr.  Tollefson  cleared  100  acres  and  built  a  set  of  log  build¬ 
ings  which  he  later  replaced  with  frame  structures.  After  forty  years’ 
work  on  this  farm  he  retired  in  1910  and  now  makes  his  home  with  his  daugh¬ 
ter,  Mrs.  J.  G.  Johnson,  his  wife,  Gurtie  Knutson,  having  died  April  17,  1885. 
Mr.  Tollefson  is  92  years  old,  but  his  memory  is  still  clear  and  he  has  many 
interesting  stories  to  tell  of  pioneer  days.  In  the  family  there  are  four  chil-. 
dren:  Knute  (deceased),  Tollf  (deceased),  Anna,  who  is  now  Mrs.  J.  G. 
Johnson,  and  Anton. 

William  S.  Foster,  inventor,  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  pioneer  farmer, 
merchant,  hotel  keeper  and  postmaster  of  Dallas,  was  born  in  Livingston 
County,  New  York,  Feb.  8,  1848,  son  of  William  and  Sarah  (McDonald)  Fos¬ 
ter,  natives  of  New  York,  both  now  deceased,  who  in  1854  came  to  Wauke¬ 
sha  County,  this  state,  where  the  father  was  a  farmer,  blacksmith  and  wagon 
maker,  he  and  his  wife  both  now  being  dead.  William  S.  received  his  early 
education  in  Waukesha  County,  this  state,  and  was  but  seventeen  years  of  age 
when  in  1864  he  enlisted  in  the  Civil  War.  Upon  his  discharge  he  operated 
his  father’s  farm  in  Waukesha  County  until  1876,  when  he  came  to  Dallas 
Township  and  secured  a  tract  of  land  some  two  miles  southwest  of  the  pres¬ 
ent  village.  The  township  was  then  a  wilderness,  there  were  but  few  fam¬ 
ilies  here,  no  roads  had  been  built  except  the  "tote”  roads,  and  the  nearest 
stores  were  far  away.  He  erected  a  small  shack  and  opened  a  store  which 
proved  a  great  convenience  to  the  scattered  settlers.  In  the  spring  of  1878 
he  settled  on  the  present  site  of  the  village  of  Dallas,  then  known  as  Sylvan 
Spring,  and  opened  a  hotel  and  store.  In  1877  he  was  appointed  postmaster 
and  changed  the  name  of  the  settlement  to  its  present  name  of  Dallas.  In 
1890  he  built  a  larger  hotel  and  store.  He  gave  up  the  store  in  1899  but 
continued  to  operate  the  hotel  until  1904.  In  the  meantime  he  had  acquired 
farm  land,  at  one  time  owning  320  acres  of  which  he  had  received  120  acres: 
as  payment  for  a  patent  on  a  round  trunk  which  he  had  invented.  When  he 
rented  the  hotel  he  moved  to  one  of  his  farms  on  Section  16,  west,  Dallas 
Township,  erected  a  set  of  buildings,  cleared  the  land,  set  out  an  orchard 
and  successfully  farmed.  He  is  the  present  village  police  justice  and  was 
justice  of  the  peace  for  a  considerable  period.  He  has  also  been  township 
chairman,  treasurer  and  member  of  the  school  board.  His  financial  holdings 
include  stock  in  the  Dallas  Telephone  Co.  Fraternally  he  delights  in  asso¬ 
ciating  with  the  Grand  Army.  He  moved  from  the  farm  back  to  the  village 
about  1913.  His  patents,  aside  from  that  on  the  novel  trunk  already  men¬ 
tioned  include  his  inventions  of  a  bean  sorter  and  a  road  planer.  Of  this 
latter  infringements  prevail  over  the  United  States.  Suit  was  brought  in 
Webster,  Wis.,  against  a  firm  manufacturing  them,  who  made  a  cash  settle¬ 
ment  rather  than  have  the  suit  come  to  trial.  The  city  of  Rice  Lake  was 
also  making  them  for  the  use  of  the  city,  and  deciding  to  stand  trial,  was  de¬ 
feated  in  the  United  States  courts,  Judge  Louis  Fitz  Henry  rendering  a  de¬ 
cision  in  favor  of  Mr.  Foster.  Mr.  Foster  was  married  March  8,  1872,  to 
Lottie  Smart,  daughter  of  David  and  Martha  (Hopper)  Smart,  natives  of  Eng¬ 
land,  who  came  to  Waukesha  County,  this  state,  in  1851,  and  there  farmed 
the  remainder  of  their  lives.  Mrs.  Lottie  Smart  Foster  died  June  29,  1918, 
leaving  four  children :  Martha  L.  was  born  April  19,  1874,  and  is  now  wife  of 
Perry  Nicklow,  of  Dallas  Township;  David  C.  was  born  June  5,  1876,  and 
died  April  12,  1884;  Sarahann  Ruth  was  born  April  2,  1881  and  is  now  Mrs. 
Christ  Cole  of  Dallas  Township;  Mildred  L.  was  born  Feb.  2,  1888,  and  is  now 
Mrs.  Henry  Seeam  of  Rice  Lake.  Mr.  Foster  was  married  Oct.  31,  1919  to 
Mrs.  Kate  (Burnell)  Harrison.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 
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Seth  Cole,  pioneer  and  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  was  born  in  Erie  County, 
Pennsylvania,  April  13,  1839,  son  of  Sylvanus  S.  and  Anna  (Ervine)  Cole, 
natives  respectively  of  Connecticut  and  Pennsylvania.  His  parents  died  when 
he  was  very  young,  so  he  took  up  his  home  with  a  neighbor,  Henry  Miller, 
and  after  leaving  him  continued  farm  work.  June  16,  1863  he  enlisted  in  the 
United  States  navy  and  served  one  year.  Upon  his  return  he  farmed  in 
Greenlake  County,  Wisconsin,  for  a  while  and  then  enlisted  in  the  149th  Illi¬ 
nois  Volunteer  Infantry.  Upon  his  return  from  the  Civil  War  he  went  back 
to  Indiana  and  continued  farm  work.  In  1875  he  came  to  Barron  County  and 
took  a  homestead  of  80  acres  in  Section  10,  west,  Dallas  Township.  He 
cleared  some  of  this  land,  erected  a  set  of  log  buildings  and  farmed  there 
for  seventeen  years.  Then  he  traded  the  farm  for  property  where  the  Bank 
of  Dallas  now  stands  in  the  village.  This  property  he  sold  in  1899  and  moved 
to  Missouri  where  he  bought  40  acres.  Fourteen  years  later  he  came  back  to 
Barron  County  and  located  in  Barron  City  where  he  did  truck  gardening  for 
a  while,  then  in  1919  he  took  up  his  present  home  in  the  village.  Mr.  Cole 
has  been  interested  in  public  affairs.  He  served  for  four  years  as  supervisor 
of  Dallas  Township  and  fourteen  years  as  constable;  he  is  highly  regarded 
in  every  way  and  is  a  substantial,  respected  citizen.  Mr.  Cole  was  formerly 
a  member  of  William  Pitts  Post  No.  144,  G.  A.  R.  of  Dallas,  but  now  be¬ 
longs  to  Martin  Watson  Post  No.  172  of  Barron.  Mr.  Cole  was  married  Nov. 
17,  1865  to  Mary  Allen,  who  was  born  Jan.  1,  1844,  daughter  of  William  and 
Mary  (Lindsey)  Allen,  natives  of  Tennessee.  William  Allen,  who  was  a 
staunch  Confederate,  was  killed  while  bravely  serving  in  the  southern  army. 
By  a  previous  marriage  to  Washington  Morgan,  Mrs.  Cble  had  a  daughter, 
Katherine,  who  married  Clinton  Smith  of  Dallas,  Wis.  '  ,; 

Sylvester  V.  Cranson,  now  deceased,  pioneer  of  Goodhue  County,  Minne¬ 
sota,  early  settler  of  Dallas  Township,  Barron  County,  and  veteran  of  the 
Civil  War,  was  an  excellent  type  of  those  sturdy  citizens  from  “up  fctate” 
New  York,  who  found  their  way  into  the  wilderness,  and  by  their  efforts 
brought  civilization  and  prosperity.  He  was  a  man  of  varied  attainments 
and  genial  nature,  coupled  with  an  upright  character  and  spirit  of  helpful¬ 
ness  toward  his  fellow  men,  and  the  world  is  the  better  for  his  having  lived 
in  it.  Mr.  Cranson  was  born  Oct.  29,  1830,  in  Lockport,  New  York,  and  was 
brought  to  Michigan  by  his  parents  when  a  boy.  In  1856  he  came  to  Good- 
hue  County,  Minnesota,  and  homesteaded  a  quarter  section.  He  cleared 
some  of  the  land,  erected  a  shack  and  then  sold  out.  Sept.  16,  1864  he  en¬ 
listed  in  Company  C,  First  Minnesota  Heavy  Artillery,  and  was  discharged 
June  26,  1865.  Then  he  returned  to  Goodhue  County  and  rented  farms  for 
many  years.  On  coming  to  Dallas  Township,  this  county,  he  bought  80  acres. 
He  cleared  this  land,  erected  log  buildings  and  fences,  and  farmed  fo>r  eight 
years.  Then  he  once  more  went  back  to  Goodhue  County.  In  1910  he  retired 
and  moved  to  Dallas  Village,  where  he  died  Oct.  20,  1919.  Mrs.  Cranson  still 
makes  her  home  in  the  village.  She  is  an  unusually  bright  and  active  old 
lady,  thoroughly  abreast  of  the  times,  and  delights  in  making  her  home  a 
center  of  hospitality  and  cheer.  Mr.  Cranson  was  married  Sept.  19,  1852, 
to  Evaline  Crain,  born  Jan.  8,  1836,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Sophia  (Por¬ 
ter)  Crain,  both  natives  of  Vermont.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cranson  were  the  parents 
of  four  children:  William,  born  March  29,  1854,  now  residing  in  Dallas;  Helen, 
born  March  29,  1858,  now  Mrs.  Helen  Kelley,  of  Oregon;  Ada,  born  Jan.  25, 
1861,  now  Mrs.  Levant  Babcock  of  Canada;  and  Edwin,  who  was  bbrn  Dec. 
19,  1863,  and  died  Dec.  9,  1896. 

Boyd  D.  Smith,  hardware  merchant  of  Dallas,  was  born  in  Fillmore 
County,  Minnesota,  Aug.  11,  1872,  son  of  Marcus  and  Glorvonia  (Williams) 
Smith,  natives  of  New  York  state  who  came  to  Wisconsin  in  the  early  days, 
thence  going  to  Fillmore  County,  Minnesota,  then  to  North  Dakota,  then  to 
Dunn  County  where  they  farmed.  The  mother  died  Sept.  6,  1907,  and  the 
father  then  came  to  Dallas  where  he  lived  until  his  death  on  March  17,  1910. 
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In  the  family  there  were  three  children,  Boyd,  Mabel  and  Dean  (deceased). 
Boyd  received  his  early  education  on  the  home  farms  in  Minnesota,  Wiscon¬ 
sin  and  North  Dakota.  In  1908  he  came  to  Dallas  and  with  his  sister,  Mabel, 
and  brother,  Dean,  started  a  hardware  store  under  the  firm  name  of  Smith 
Bros.  Dean  Smith  died  March  27,  1912,  and  Boyd  and  his  sister  are  now  the 
sole  owners.  They  have  erected  a  new  building  70  by  160  feet  where  they 
sell  general  hardware  and  implements  and  handle  the  Ford  cars,  theirs  being 
the  oldest  agency  in  the  county.  The  total  value  of  their  stock  is  about 
$30,000.  Mr.  Smith  has  been  one  of  the  aldermen  of  the  city.  He  belongs  to 
the  Modern  Woodmen.  He  was  married  Nov.  12,  1908  to  Lillian  Smith,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Henry  and  Cynthia  (LaGross)  Smith,  natives  of  New  York  state  who 
first  settled  in  southern  Wisconsin  and  then  moved  to  LaCrosse  where  they 
died.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  have  one  daughter,  Neva,  born  Nov.  30,  1909. 

Clarence  Skibeli,  lumberman  of  Dallas,  where  he  is  manager  for  the 
Lam  pert  Lumber  Co.,  was  born  in  Madison,  Minnesota,  July  28,  1895,  son  of 
Tennis  and  Anna  (Hoium)  Skibeli,  natives  of  Norway  who  came  to  America 
in  1871  and  settled  in  Pequot,  Minn.,  where  they  farmed  for  sixteen  years, 
then  opening  a  hotel  at  Oslo,  Minn.,  where  the  father  lived  until  his  death, 
Dec.  4,  1916.  The  mother  still  operates  the  hotel.  In  the  family  there  were 
five  children:  Oscar,  Emma,  Alma,  Gustave  and  Clarence.  Clarence  received 
his  education  in  Minnesota  and  remained  with  his  parents  for  many  years.  He 
learned  the  carpenter’s  trade  at  Oslo.  In  1916  he  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Duluth  Boiler  Works  at  Duluth,  but  the  following  year  was  transferred  to 
Oslo  as  assistant  in  the  lumber  yards  there.  He  enlisted  in  the  42nd  En¬ 
gineers  June  14,  1918,  and  trained  at  the  University  of  Minnesota,  going 
from  there  to  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  thence  to  Fort  Foote,  Maryland.  He 
embarked  at  Camp  Merritt,  N.  J.,  spent  six  months  in  Liverpool  and  three 
months  in  London.  He  then  went  to  France  where  he  remained  but  sixteen 
days,  being  sent  back  to  the  United  States  where  he  was  discharged  June  6, 
1919.  Two  days  after  leaving  the  service  he  took  up  his  work  in  the  lumber 
yards  at  Oslo,  Minn.,  and  was  then  transferred  to  the  Alvarado  lumber  yards 
as  manager  for  the  Robertson  Lumber  Co.  From  there  he  was  sent  to  Napo¬ 
leon,  N.  D.,  as  manager  for  the  Washburn  Merrick  Co.  In  April,  1920,  he 
came  to  Dallas.  In  his  present  position  during  his  short  stay  here  he  haa 
demonstrated  his  ability  as  a  business  man  and  is  taking  his  share  in  the 
life  of  the  village.  Mr.  Skibeli  was  married  Aug.  6,  1919  to  Sadie  Krytzer, 
daughter  of  George  and  Katherine  (Booher)  Krytzer,  natives  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  who  now  operate  a  general  store  at  Staunton,  Ind.  In  the  Krytzer 
family  there  were  three  children,  Sadie,  Alma  and  Letha.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ski¬ 
beli  have  one  daughter,  Letha,  born  Oct.  10,  1920. 

Carl  Smith,  now  deceased,  for  some  twelve  years  a  substantial  citizen 
of  Section  12,  west,  Dallas  Township,  was  born  in  Norway,  Aug.  6,  1870,  the 
son  of  Andrew  and  Carrie  Smith.  He  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native 
land,  and  in  1890  came  to  America,  taking  up  his  home  for  a  while  with  his 
brother,  Ole,  in  Dallas,  Barron  County.  Then  he  went  to  Osage  County, 
Iowa.  His  next  location  was  in  Carleton  County,  Minnesota.  In  1906  he 
came  back  to  Barron  County  and  purchased  the  present  farm  of  80  acres.  He 
put  up  a  good  set  of  buildings  and  cleared  and  broke  about  40  acres.  Here 
he  successfully  carried  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  He  was  a  hard 
working,  industrious  man,  a  good  citizen,  a  faithful  husband,  a  kind  father, 
a  loyal  friend  and  helpful  neighbor,  and  his  death  on  Jan.  2,  1917  was  sin¬ 
cerely  mourned.  After  his  death  his  wife  rented  the  place  for  three  years 
but  now  carries  it  on  herself  and  makes  her  home  on  it.  Mr.  Smith  was 
married  at  Dallas  on  Aug.  6,  1903,  to  Josephine  Braaton,  who  was  born  in 
Norway,  Jan.  24,  1879,  the  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Katherine  (Lystie) 
Braaton,  natives  of  Norway,  who  came  to  America  in  1879  and  located  in 
Green  County,  this  state,  coming  to  Barron  County  in  1873  and  taking  a  home¬ 
stead  in  Dallas  Township,  where  they  built  up  a  good  farm,  and  where  he 
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lived  until  his  death,  his  wife  still  making  her  home  there  with  her  son.  Ole, 
who  operates  the  place.  Aside  from  Ole,  the  oldest,  there  are  three  other 
children  in  the  Braaton  family,  Olive,  Josephine  and  Carl.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Smith  had  four  chilren:  Minnie,  born  May  23,  1906;  Bennie,  born  Sept.  18, 
1906;  Helen,  born  Aug.  6,  1908,  who  died  in  infancy;  and  Anna  born  Aug.  24, 
1909,  who  died  in  infancy.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian -Luth¬ 
eran  Church. 

Charles  H.  Swenson,  an  industrious  fanner  of  Dallas  Township,  is  a  na¬ 
tive  of  this  township,  born  Jan.  21,  1879,  the  son  of  Swen  and  Gunda  (Johnson) 
Swenson,  natives  of  Norway,  who  were  brought  to  America  as  children.  In 
1870  they  came  to  Barron  County  from  Dunn  County,  this  state,  and  located 
in  Dallas  Township.  Here  he  owned  at  one  time  as  high  as  240  acres.  He 
erected  four  different  sets  of  buildings,  and  cleared  and  broke  many  acres  of 
land.  He  was  a  man  of  influence  and  prominence  in  his  community  and  had 
many  friends.  He  died  May  6,  1900,  and  his  wife  now  makes  her  home  with 
her  son,  Charles  H.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Swenson  have  had  ten  children,  of  whom 
Charles  H.,  Henry,  Anna,  Theodore  and  Christina  are  living,  and  Clara,  Lena, 
John,  Selma  and  Sevel  are  dead.  Charles  H.  was  reared  in  this  township,  at¬ 
tended  the  district  schools,  and  as  a  youth,  did  farm  work  for  his  father  and  for 
some  of  the  neighbors.  He  inherited  the  home  place,  with  its  buildings  and  120 
acres.  Later  he  sold  forty  acres,  leaving  him  a  tract  of  80  acres,  to  which  he 
now  devotes  his  attention.  He  has  erected  a  good  barn  and  outbuildings,  and  a 
small  home  for  his  mother.  On  this  place  he  successfully  conducts  general 
farming  and  dairying  and  has  a  good  herd  of  Holstein  cattle.  He  is  a  man  of 
standing  and  worth,  and  for  many  years  has  been  a  valued  member  of  the 
school  board.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Beavers  at  Dallas.  Mr.  Swen¬ 
son  was  married  June  15,  1912,  to  Ethel  O’Flannagan,  who  was  born  in  Dallas 
Township  on  July  7,  1887,  the  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Elizabeth  (Harmon) 
O’Flannagan.  Her  father  lives  in  Dallas,  her  mother  being  dead.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Swenson  have  one  son,  Charles  L.,  born  April  20,  1913.  The  family  faith 
is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Conrad  Smith,  a  representative  farmer  of  Section  7,  east,  Dallas  Township, 
was  born  on  the  farm  where  he  now  lives,  May  24,  1889,  the  son  of  Ole  and 
Gina  (Enger)  Smith,  natives  of  Norway.  These  good  people  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1881,  lived  a  short  time  in  Green  County,  Wis.,  and  the  same  year 
came  to  Barron  County,  and  bought  80  acres  of  wild  land  in  Section  7,  east, 
Dallas  Township.  Out  of  this  place,  the  father  developed  a  good  farm.  He 
erected  a  good  set  of  buildings,  cleared  60  acres  of  the  land,  and  for  many  years 
successfully  carried  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  In  1912  he  sold  to  his 
son.  Conrad,  but  he  and  his  wife  still  continue  to  reside  on  the  home  place. 
In  the  family  there  were  eight  children:  Clara  (Mrs.  Ole  Hanson),  Beatrice 
(deceased),  Albert,  Conrad,  Guy,  Merlin  (deceased),  Olga  J.  (deceased)  and 
Olga  E.  (deceased).  Conrad  received  his  education  in  the  district  schools  of 
his  neighborhood,  and  learned  farming  from  his  parents.  He  took  over  the 
home  farm  in  1912,  the  father,  however,  reserving  thirteen  acres.  He  has  fur¬ 
ther  developed  the  land,  and  has  made  many  improvements  on  the  buildings. 
In  1914  he  built  the  pleasant  ten-room  house.  On  this  place  he  carries  on  farm¬ 
ing  along  the  latest  improved  lines,  and  is  already  well  on  the  road  to  success. 
He  was  married  May  16,  1914,  to  Inga  Amundson,  who  was  born  in  Dallas 
Township,  on  April  21,  1892,  the  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Inga  (Nelson) 
Amundson,  the  former  of  whom  is  dead,  and  the  latter  of  whom  is  now  the 
wife  of  James  A.  Anderson,  of  Dallas.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  have  two  chil¬ 
dren:  Florence  L.,  born  Dec.  12,  1914;  and  Lloyd  K.,  born  May  14,  1918.  The 
family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

John  S.  Dowd,  successful  farmer  of  Section  7,  Dallas  Township,  prominent 
local  official,  and  for  many  years  a  successful  educator,  teaching  in  the  rural 
schools,  was  born  at  Whitehall,  in  Trempealeau  County,  this  state,  March  6, 
1871,  the  son  of  Samuel  and  Permelia  (Gardner)  Dowd,  natives  respectively  of 
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New, York. alid .Ohio.  They  came  to  Trempealeau  County  as  young  people,  and 
from  there,  in  1884,  came  to  Barron  County,  and  bought  80  acres  of  wild  land 
in:  Section  7.  They  put  up  a  set  of  buildings,  cleared  about  thirty  acres,  and 
successfully  carried  on  general  farming  for  twenty  years.  In  this  period  they 
became  well  known  and  substantial  people  and  were  held  in  high  regard  by  all 
who  knew -them.  In  1904  they  retired  and  moved  to  Oregon,  where  she  died, 
Feb.  21,  1900,  and  he  in  March,  1920.  In  the  family  there  were  four  chil¬ 
dren:  Henry,  Lewis,  Mary  and  John  S.  John  S.  attended  school  in  White¬ 
hall,  was  brought  to  this  county  when  he  was  thirteen,  and  continued  his  edu¬ 
cation  in  a  log  schoolhouse  in  Dallas  Township.  In  1890  he  started  teaching 
in;  the  rural  schools  and  continued  in  this  profession  until  1908,  spending  his 
vacations  working  on  the  home  farm.  He  was  a  good  teacher,  thoroughly  versed 
in  the  subjects  which  he  taught,  possessed  of  a  sympathetic  knowledge  of 
child  nature,  and  having  the  happy  faculty  of  inspiring  his  pupils  to  their  best 
work.  In  1904  he  bought  the  home  farm  from  his  father.  He  has  continued 
the  improvements,  repaired  the  buildings,  and  cleared  an  additional  fifteen 
acres  of  the  land.  Here  he  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairy¬ 
ing,  having  a  good  herd  of  Holstein  cattle.  Mr.  Dowd’s  public  service  has 
been  notable.  In  1909  he  was  elected  clerk  of  the  town  board  and  served  for 
six  years.  In  1915  he  was  elected  chairman  and  served  for  three  years,  his 
work  in  this  capacity,  both  on  the  town  board  and  on  the  county  board,  being 
in  i  the  interests  of  progress  and  development.  In  1918  he  decided  that  the 
office  was  making  too  many  demands  on  his  time  and  energy,  so  he  declined  the 
chairmanship,  but  has  since  continued  to  serve  as  a  member  of  the  board. 
For  eight  years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  school  board  of  his  district.  His 
financial  interests  include  shares  in  the  Stock  Pavilion  at  Barron.  Mr.  Dowd 
was  married  Dec.  25, 1895,  to  Lillie  Taylor,  born  at  Meadow,  Blue  Earth  County, 
Minn.,  July  16,  1871,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  George  A.  and  Nancy  (Rogers)  Tay¬ 
lor.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dowd  have  had  seven  children.  Miles  E.  was  born  Nov.  18, 
1896.  He  is  one  of  the  heroes  who  gave  his  life  in  his  country's  service.  He 
enlisted  at  Minneapolis,  Jan.  25,  1918,  and  trained  at  Camp  Sevier,  South  Caro¬ 
lina,  with  the  11th  Company,  U.  S.  Signal  Corps.  He  died  there  March  8,  1918. 
As  a  boy,  he  was  active,  affectionate  and  dutiful,  as  a  young  man,  he  was  earn¬ 
est  and  thoughtful,  and  his  death  caused  aincere  sorrow  among  his  friends, 
not  only  here,  but  in  the  camp  where  he  was  a  faithful  and  cheerful  soldier. 
Elsie  E.  was  born  Nov.  10,  1897,  and  died  April  11,  1918.  She  was  a  young  lady 
of  sunny  disposition,  a  helpful  nature,  and  winsome  charm,  one  of  the  most 
popular  among  her  associates.  Sybil  S.  was  born  Nov.  7,  1899.  Tracey  A.  was 
born  Feb.  23,  1902.  Lewis  L.  was  born  Aug.  13,  1904.  Elmer  L.  was  born  Aug. 
29,  1907.  ;Glen  E.  was  born  Oct.  23,  1918.  Rev.  George  A.  Taylor  came  to  Bar¬ 
ron  County  from  Mauston,  Wis.,  in  1883,  and  settled  on  a  farm  near  Dallas. 
Ha  qrganized  the  Free  Baptist  Church  in  Dallas,  and  the  church  edifice  was 
erected  under  his  pastorate.  In  1909  he  moved  to  Colwell,  Idaho,  where  he 
died  June  30,  1913.  His  wife  died  Dec.  14,  1905.  In  the  Taylor  family  there 
were  nine  children:  Alice,  James  and  Irene,  all  dead;  and  Emma,  Lucinda, 
Lillie,  Bessie,  Ruby  and  Ernest. 

Ole  Ellefson,  early  settler  of  Barron  County,  was  born  in  Norway  and  came 
to  America1  in  1872  and  settled  on  Pine  Creek,  this  county,  where  he  home¬ 
steaded  forty  acres,  later  he  bought  eighty  acres  more,  making  a  total  of  120 
acres  in  Section  33,  west,  Dallas  Township.  He  cleared  100  acres,  erected  a 
set  of  buildings  and  now  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying. 
Mr.  Ellefson  was  married  in  Dallas  Township  to  Mary  Anderson  and  this  union 
has  been  blessed  with  ten  children:  Sylvan  A.,  Adina,  Ella,  Lionel  (deceased), 
Viola  (deceased),  Linden,  Thelma,  Esther,  Una  and  Evelyn. 

Sylvan  A.  Ellefson,  prominent  garage  man  of  Dallas,  has  an  excellent  es¬ 
tablishment,  is  an  expert  in  his  line  and  is  building  up  an  excellent  business. 
He  was  born  at  Spooner,  Wis.,  Nov.  7,  1893,  son  of  Ole  and  Mary  (Anderson) 
Ellefson,  natives  of  Norway.  He  received  his  education  in  the  district  schools 
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of  Dallas  and  in  1917  bought  eighty  acres  in  Dunn  County,  of  which  he  cleared 
forty  and  which  property  he  still  owns.  From  his  boyhood  he  has  been  inter¬ 
ested  in  mechanics  and  in  1918,  to  further  perfect  himself  in  this  line,  he 
entered  the  Sweeney  Auto  School  at  Kansas  City,  from  which  he  was  gradu¬ 
ated  March  1,  1918.  In  1919  he  bought  a  half  interest  in  the  J.  C.  Anderson 
garage  and  in  March,  1920,  became  the  sole  owner.  Mr.  Ellefson  was  married' 
Sept.  20,  1919,  to  Olga  Neirson,  daughter  of  John  Neirson,  an  early  settler  of 
Dunn  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ellefson  have  one  daughter,  lone,  born  June  11, 
1920. 

Arthur  Granger,  a  modern  and  progressive  farmer  of  Section  8,  Dallas 
Township,  east,  is  a  native  of  this  township,  born  Feb.  28,  1881,  the  son  of 
Austin  and  Ada  (Reirdon)  Granger,  natives  of  this  state.  These  good  people 
came  to  Barron  County  in  the  early  seventies,  and  took  a  homestead  of  160 
acres  in  Section  8,  to  which  they  later  added  40  acres  in  Section  9,  by  pur¬ 
chase.  There  they  erected  a  set  of  log  buildings  and  started  clearing  up  the 
land.  In  1894  they  sold  120  acres,  but  continued  to  farm  on  the  other  80  acres 
until  1906,  when  they  sold  out  and  went  to  Canada,  where  he  died  in  1906,  after 
which  she  moved  to  Michigan,  where  she  still  lives.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  an  only  child.  He  attended  the  district  school,  learned  farming  from  his 
father,  and  remained  at  home  until  1901.  Then  for  several  years  he  was  em¬ 
ployed  on  various  farms,  lh  1906  he  bought  80  acres  from  his  father,  and 
erected  a  good  set  of  buildings.  In  1919  he  sold  one-half  the  tract  and  bought 
80  acres  more,  so  that  he  now  has  a  good  place  of  120  acres.  His  buildings  in¬ 
clude  a  pleasant  modern  home,  with  running  water,  furnace  and  electric  lights. 
He  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  His  holdings  include 
stock  in  the  Co-operative  Store  at  Chetek.  As  a  native  of  the  township  and 
county,  he  is  naturally  interested  in  the  development  of  this  region,  and  he 
takes  his  share  in  everything  that  he  believes  to  be  for  the  public  good.  Mr. 
Granger  was  married  at  Chetek,  Wis.,  on  March  11,  1920,  to  Lucy  Tolman,  who 
was  born  there  on  Feb.  4,  1904,  the  daughter  of  Elmer  and  Ethel  (Duvall) 
Tolman,  natives  of  Minnesota,  who  now  operate  a  farm  in  Dallas  Township. 

Arthur  Hankin,  an  enterprising  farmer  of  Sections  26  and  30,  Dallas  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  at  Blair,  Trempealeau  County,  Wis.,  Nov.  25,  1867,  son  of  Wil¬ 
liam  and  Jane  (Fox)  Hankin.  The  parents  were  natives  of  England,  who  came 
to  America  in  the  sixties  and  located  near  Blair.  Shortly  after  Arthur's  birth 
the  mother  died  and  the  father  later  married  Jane  Williams  and  had  five  more 
children,  namely,  Cora,  Dora,  Fred,  Jeanie  and  Gladys.  After  farming  in 
Trempealeau  County  for  many  years,  William  Hankin  moved  to  Milwaukee. 
Later,  however,  he  returned  to  Trempealeau  County  and  from  there  came  to 
Barron  County,  where  he  died  Aug.  30,  1906.  Arthur  Hankin,  the  direct  sub¬ 
ject  of  this  sketch,  was  educated  in  his  native  county  and  for  several  years 
worked  on  farms  there.  In  1896  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  located  at  Rice 
Lake.  Here  he  was  employed  for  one  year  by  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  in  the  Grist 
Mill,  and  for  one  year  by  Stone  &  Deitz,  selling  farm  machinery  and  dealing  in 
stock.  Then  for  two  years  he  worked  in  a  sawmill.  In  1900  he  came  to  Dallas 
Township,  and  took  a  homestead  of  120  acres  in  Section  30,  east,  and  bought 
80  acres  in  Section  25,  making  a  good  tract  of  200  acres.  Here  he  has  cleared 
and  broken  80  acres,  has  fenced  much  of  the  land,  and  has  erected  a  good  set 
of  farm  buildings.  Here  he  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  and  has 
a  good  herd  of  Holsteins  with  a  full-blooded  sire.  He  also  has  a  herd  of  Shrop¬ 
shire  sheep.  A  careful,  energetic  man,  he  is  winning  his  fair  share  of  suc¬ 
cess.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Beavers  at  Dallas,  being  secretary 
of  the  lodge,  and  belongs  also  to  the  Maccabees  Lodge  at  Rice  Lake.  His  wife 
has  been  Most  Worthy  Queen  of  the  Beaver  Lodge  for  eleven  years.  Mr.  Han¬ 
kin  was  married  July  31,  1888,  to  Elsie  Franklin,  who  was  born  at  Avoca,  Wis.. 
on  July  31,  1870,  the  daughter  of  Aaron  B.  and  Caroline  (Weaver)  Franklin, 
both  of  whom  are  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hankin  have  five  children: 
Robert,  born  March  4,  1890;  Ernest,  born  Sept.  9,  1891;  Cecil,  born  Jan.  12, 
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1893;  Claude,  born  Oct.  10,  1895;  and  Goldie,  born  Aug.  19,  1898.  The  family 
faith  is  that  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Goldie  married  Lyle  O’Flan- 
nagan,  of  Dallas  Township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hankin  have  a  grandson,  Leo,  son 
of  Cecil,  who  makes  his  home  with  them. 

Joseph  Hanson,  an  energetic  and  industrious  farmer  who,  with  his  broth¬ 
ers,  is  operating  the  family  estate  of  over  half  a  section  on  the  line  between 
Dallas  and  Arland  townships,  where  the  southeast  corner  of  Arland  Township 
touches  the  northwest  corner  of  Dallas,  was  born  near  Spring  Valley,  in  south¬ 
ern  Minnesota,  July  14,  1899,  the  son  of  John  A.  and  Clara  (Week)  Hanson. 
He  was  brought  to  the  present  farm  as  an  infant,  and  was  reared  here,  at¬ 
tending  the  public  schools  and  learning  farming  from  his  father.  In  1918  he 
entered  the  Agricultural  College  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin,  and  was 
graduated  from  the  full  two-year  course  in  1920.  With  this  preparation,  he 
took  up  farming  with  his  brothers  on  the  home  farm.  The  family  is  breeding 
the  Shorthorn  herd  into  Holsteins,  and  has  a  few  full-bloods.  Eventually,  they 
expect  to  have  all  full-bloods.  Their  swine  are  of  the  Duroc-Jersey  breed  and 
the  chickens  are  single-comb,  White  Leghorns.  They  have  partly  reconstructed 
some  of  the  buildings  and  erected  some  new  outbuildings,  and  are  conducting 
the  place  along  the  latest  approved  lines.  As  a  college  man,  Joseph  is  one  of 
the  natural  leaders  among  the  young  people  of  the  community,  he  takes  his 
part  in  all  neigborhood  affairs,  and  is  well  liked  by  all  who  know  him. 

John  A.  Hanson,  now  deceased,  was  an  estimable  citizen  whose  untimely 
death  will  long  be  sincerely  mourned  by  his  friends.  He  was  a  considerate 
husband,  a  loving  and  indulgent  father,  a  good  neighbor  and  a  useful  citizen, 
and  an  especially  valued  member  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  congregation  at 
Dallas.  In  every  walk  of  life  he  was  faithful  to  the  duties  that  lay  before 
him,  and  his  worth  will  continue  to  be  an  inspiration  to  his  children.  He  was 
born  in  Norway  March  8,  1874,  the  son  of  Andrew  and  Bertha  (Dorstuen)  Sev- 
erud,  who  brought  the  family  to  America  about  1878,  and  located  in  Maple 
Grove  Township.  There  John  A.  was  reared,  receiving  his  education  in  the 
public  schools.  He  learned  farming  from  his  father  and  remained  with  his 
parents  until  1896.  Then  he  started  out,  farmed  near  Racine,  Wis.,  for  a 
while,  and  then  near  Spring  Valley,  Minn.,  for  a  while.  In  the  fall  of  1902  he 
came  back  to  Barron  County  and  bought  169  acres  in  Section  19,  Dallas  Town¬ 
ship.  He  improved  and  repaired  the  buildings  and  cleared  about  40  acres.  In 
1915  he  bought  160  acres  in  Section  25,  Arland  Township,  making  him  a  fine 
farm  of  329  acres,  the  largest  in  the  neighborhood.  Here  with  the  assistance 
of  his  sons,  he  carried  on  general  farming  and  dairying  on  a  large  scale.  His 
herd  was  of  Shorthorn  breed.  Mr.  Hanson  took  much  pride  in  his  family,  his 
home  and  his  farm,  and  was  well  along  the  road  to  success  when  he  was  killed 
in  a  haying  accident,  June  29,  1918.  Mr.  Hanson  was  Interested  in  every¬ 
thing  that  had  for  its  object  the  betterment  of  this  region  and  he  had  great 
faith  in  its  future.  One  of  his  public  services  was  to  help  put  in  the  first 
telephone  line  in  this  vicinity,  and  he  was  one  of  the  first  directors  of  the 
Dallas  Telephone  Co.  After  his  death,  his  wife,  assisted  by  the  older  children, 
managed  the  farm.  She  is  a  capable  woman  who  stands  high  in  the  com¬ 
munity,  beloved  by  her  fatherless  family  and  respected  by  all  who  know  her. 
Mr.  Hanson  was  married  Jan.  23,  1898  at  Grand  Meadow,  Mower  County, 
Minnesota,  to  Clara  Week,  who  was  born  at  Grand  Meadow,  Dec.  23,  1879,  the 
daughter  of  John  and  Martha  (Braaton)  Week,  who  were  prominent  farmers 
there  until  1900  when  they  retired  and  moved  to  Spring  Valley,  in  Fillmore 
County,  Minnesota,  where  he  died  Sept.  8,  1919,  and  where  she  is  still  living. 
Eight  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hanson:  Joseph  A.,  July  14,  1899; 
Arthur  B.,  July  7,  1901;  Mabel  V.,  Sept.  6,  1903;  Halbert  J.,  Oct  1,  1906; 
Marvin  C.,  Oct.  27,  1907;  Freeman  L.,  Sept.  19,  1909;  Edwin  E.,  April  9,  1912, 
and  Geneva  E.,  Jan.  20,  1918.  All  are  at  home. 

Ole  P.  Engen  is  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  of  Barron  County  still  farming 
here.  He  has  been  on  his  present  farm  over  sixty  years  and  has  not  only  done 
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his  share  in  the  progress  of  the  town  by  building  up  a  good  place,  but  has 
also  been  active  in  the  affairs  of  the  community.  He  has  been  a  friend  of 
progress  and  has  kept  pace  with  the  march  of  development  which  has  trans¬ 
formed  the  county  from  a  wilderness  into  a  garden  spot.  Now,  at  over  three 
score  and  ten,  he  is  still  hale  and  hearty,  and  is  still  actively  engaged  in  daily 
toil  as  he  has  been  for  so  many  years  past.  He  was  born  in  Norway,  Oct.  16, 
1849,  the  son  of  Peter  0.  and  Gina  (Estherson)  Engen.  These  good  people 
were  born,  reared  and  married  in  Norway.  In  1868  they  came  to  America 
and  settled  on  a  homestead  of  160  acres  in  Sections  22  and  23,  Dovre  Town¬ 
ship,  which  then  had  but  a  few  scattered  settlers.  The  mother  died  the  same 
year.  The  father  continued  on  the  place  until  1896.  In  the  family  there  were 
five  children:  Ole  P.,  John,  Alf.  (deceased),  Mary  (Mrs.  George  Olson,  of 
Eau  Claire),  and  Sarah  (Mrs.  Andrew  Larson  of  New  Auburn).  Ole  P.  came 
to  this  country  as  a  youth  with  his  parents,  and  being  the  oldest  of  the  fam¬ 
ily,  much  of  the  work  of  establishing  the  home  in  the  wilderness  fell  upon 
his  shoulders.  At  the  end  of  the  fifth  year  he  took  over  the  place.  He  kept 
the  buildings  in  good  repair,  added  others  as  he  found  the  need,  and  succeeded 
in  getting  more  than  eighty  acres  cleared.  He  was  a  prominent  man  among 
his  neighbors  in  that  township,  and  served  on  the  school  board  for  nearly 
twenty  years.  In  1898  he  sold  the  old  place  and  moved  to  Dallas  Township 
where  he  bought  160  acres  in  Section  24.  He  put  up  a  good  set  of  buildings, 
fenced  the  entire  farm  and  has  cleared  some  ninety  acres.  On  this  place  he 
still  carries  on  general  farming  assisted  by  his  son,  Alfred.  Mr.  Engen  was 
married  Dec.  21,  1876  to  Christina  Iverson,  who  was  born  in  Tromsberg,  Nor¬ 
way,  Aug.  24,  1851,  the  daughter  of  Iver  and  Christina  (Osbornson)  Iverson, 
both  of  whom  are  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Engen  have  four  children. 
Ida  was  born  Sept.  17,  1877,  and  is  the  wife  of  James  Young  of  Detroit,  Mich. 
Emma  was  born  Dec.  28,  1880,  and  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Swenson  of  Weyer- 
hauser,  Wis.  Alfred  was  born  Aug.  17,  1884,  and  is  at  home.  He  attended 
the  district  school,  learned  farming  from  his  father,  and  is  a  capable,  ener¬ 
getic  man,  who  stands  well  with  all  who  know  him.  Cora  was  born  Dec.  6, 
1889  and  is  the  wife  of  Alfred  Halverson  of  Dallas  Village.  The  family  faith 
is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Earl  C.  Eggleston,  the  progressive  proprietor  and  owner  of  the  fertile 
and  productive  Twin  Balsam  Farm,  Section  9,  west,  Dallas,  is  a  native  of  this 
township,  born  Sept.  5,  1888,  the  son  of  George  A.  and  Mary  J.  (Rafferty) 
Eggleston.  He  attended  the  graded  schools  of  Dallas,  learned  farming  from 
his  father  and  as  a  young  man  worked  for  his  parents  and  for  neighbors.  In 
1912  he  purchased  80  acres  in  Section  24,  Dallas  Township.  He  erected  a  set 
of  buildings,  cleared  about  fifteen  acres,  and  was  well  along  the  road  to  suc¬ 
cess  when  his  health  failed  in  1919.  He  then  sold  out  and  in  the  spring  of 
1921  bought  his  present  place.  Here  he  successfully  carries  on  general  farm¬ 
ing  and  dairying.  He  has  a  herd  of  graded  Holsteins  and  a  drove  of  pure- 
blooded  Duroc- Jersey  hogs.  He  is  adding  to  the  excellent  improvements  al¬ 
ready  on  the  place,  and  is  building  up  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood.  Mr.  Eggleston  was  married  June  7,  1916  to  Lottie  Hulbert,  who 
was  born  in  Maple  Grove  Township,  this  county,  Oct.  24,  1891,  the  daughter 
of  David  and  Alice  (Skinner)  Hulbert,  of  this  county.  This  union  has  been 
blessed  with  two  children:  Delwin  E.,  born  May  12,  1917,  and  Shelby  L., 
born  Oct.  3,  1919. 

Henry  O.  Eggleston,  pioneer,  blacksmith,  veterinarian  and  farmer,  was 
born  in  New  York  state  and  came  to  Wisconsin  as  a  young  man.  In  1840  he 
came  west  to  Rock  County,  this  state,  and  lived  at  Janesville  for  a  number  of 
years.  Then  for  a  short  time  he  lived  in  Jefferson  County.  In  1857  he  re¬ 
moved  to  Dunn  County,  and  bought  government  land  at  $1.25  an  acre.  There¬ 
after  for  some  years  he  did  considerable  work  in  various  places  in  Dunn  and 
Eau  Claire  Counties  as  a  blacksmith.  At  one  time  he  had  a  shop  at  Eau 
Claire  in  partnership  with  George  Sprague.  In  1872  he  came  to  Barron 
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County  and  took  a  claim  of  160  acres  in  Section  24.  His  set  of  log  buildings 
which  he  put  up  included  a  blacksmith  shop  where  he  did  work  for  the  peo¬ 
ple  for  miles  around.  He  also  used  his  veterinary  skill  for  the  benefit  of  such 
few  settlers  as  had  cattle.  He  was  one  of  the  best  known  and  most  useful 
men  in  the  vicinity  in  the  early  days,  and  is  remembered  with  honor  and  re¬ 
spect.  In  1901  he  retired  and  moved  to  the  village  where  he  died  in  August, 
1906.  His  wife,  who  was  Elizabeth  Scott,  a  native  of  England,  died  in  1896. 
She  had  come  to  this  country  when  three  years  old,  her  parents  settling  in 
the  southern  part  of  the  state.  There  were  two  sons:  George  A.  and  William 
(deceased). 

George  A.  Eggleston,  an  early  settler  of  Dallas  Township,  has  lived  on 
his  present  place  in  Section  24,  west,  for  nearly  a  half  a  century.  In  that 
time  he  has  taken  his  part  in  the  wonderful  development  of  the  town,  he 
induced  many  settlers  to  locate  here  and  helped  them  to  get  started,  and  he 
also  did  much  toward  the  establishment  of  good  roads  and  the  inauguration 
of  an  intelligent  road  system.  He  was  born  at  Hebron,  Jefferson  County,  Wis¬ 
consin,  the  son  of  Henry  0.  and  Elizabeth  (Scott)  Eggleston.  He  received  his 
education  in  a  log  schoolhouse  in  Dunn  County,  and  helped  his  father  on  the 
farm  and  in  the  blacksmith  shop.  In  1872  he  came  to  Barron  County  with  his 
parents,  and  on  coming  of  age  in  the  fall  secured  160  acres  of  land  just  south 
of  his  father’s  tract  in  Section  24,  west.  He  put  up  a  set  of  log  buildings  and 
started  clearing  the  land.  To  this  place  in  1876  he  took  his  bride.  For  many 
years  they  underwent  all  the  privations  of  pioneer  life.  Necessities  were 
scarce  and  comforts  were  few.  Grain  had  to  be  hauled  to  Menomonie  and 
Eau  Claire.  Provisions  also  had  to  be  brought  from  far  away.  But  as  time 
passed  these  conditions  were  changed  and  the  township  became  a  rich  farming 
country,  well  situated  in  regard  to  trading  points  and  marketing  centers. 
Mr.  Eggleston  replaced  the  log  cabin  with  a  good  set  of  frame  buildings  and 
has  cleared  and  broken  about  90  acres.  Here  he  still  continues  to  carry  on 
general  farming.  For  many  years  he  has  served  on  the  school  board  of  his 
district  and  has  helped  to  build  two  different  schoolhouses.  He  was  also  road 
commissioner  for  many  years,  and  systematized  the  building  of  many  miles 
of  road  in  Dallas  Township.  He  also  helped  to  organize  the  Farmers  Mutual 
Insurance  Co.  of  Barron  County,  for  which  he  was  local  agent  some  eighteen 
years.  Mr.  Eggleston  was  married  April  29,  1876  to  Mary  J.  Rafferty,  who 
was  born  in  Henry  County,  Ohio,  Sept.  26,  1849,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary 
(Graham)  Rafferty,  both  now  deceased.  Mr.  Eggleston  and  his  wife  have 
six  children.  Mary  G.  was  born  Dec.  14,  1878,  and  is  the  wife  of  Casper 
Helton  of  Kline,  Colo.  Henry  O.  was  born  March  5,  1880,  and  is  now  in 
Bakersfield,  Cal.  Lillian  E.  was  born  Jupe  20,  1882,  and  is  the  wife  of  Daniel 
McGuigan  of  Colorado.  George  K.  was  born  July  26,  1884,  and  is  principal 
of  schools  at  Charlotteville,  Va.  Earl  C.  was  born  Sept.  9,  1886,  and  farms 
in  Dallas  Township.  May  was  born  Sept.  7,  1888,  and  is  the  wife  of  Henry 
Berger  of  Dallas  Township.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church. 

Ellef  Ellefson,  a  retired  farmer  living  in  Section  36,  Dallas  Township, 
is  one  of  the  honored  and  respected  men  of  the  community.  He  has  lived 
here  nearly  fifty  years,  has  built  up  a  good  farm  which  he  received  from  his 
father,  and  has  taken  his  share  in  the  affairs  of  the  neighborhood  as  a  good 
citizen.  He  was  born  in  Norway,  April  14,  1856,  the  son  of  Easton  and  Anna 
(Hanson)  Ellefson,  also  natives  of  that  country,  who  came  to  America  in 
1872,  and  located  at  Winchester  in  Winnebago  County,  this  state.  In  1873 
they  came  to  Barron  County  and  homesteaded  160  acres  of  wild  land  in  Sec¬ 
tion  36,  Dallas  Township.  There  they  erected  a  set  of  log  buildings  and 
started  clearing  up  the  land.  The  mother  died  in  1875  just  when  they  were 
getting  started.  The  father  continued  to  carry  on  general  farming  in  all  some 
thirty  years,  and  succeeded  with  the  help  of  the  family  in  getting  95  acres 
cleared.  In  1903  he  retired  and  turned  the  place  over  to  his  son,  Ellef,  but 
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Continued  to  make  his  home  thete  until  his  death  in  1909.  In  the  fattiily  there 
were  ten  children:  Ellef,  Nellie,  Hans,  Knute,  Halver,  Ole,  Martin, :  Henry, 
Carl  (deceased)  and  Louis  (deceased).  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  edu¬ 
cated  in  his  native  land,  came  to  this  country  as  a  youth  of  seventeen  years  of 
age.  He  worked  with  his  father  until  1908,  when  he  received  the  farm.  Here 
he  has  erected  a  fine  set  df  buildings,  including  a  pleasant  homeland  a  good 
barn  furnished  with  Louden  equipment.  House,  barn  and  yards  are  illu¬ 
minated  with  electric  lights  furnished  by  the  Lally  system.  For  many  years 
Mr.  Ellefson  successfully  carried  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  In  1917 
he  rented  the  place  to  his  sons,  Oscar,  Carl  and  Edwin,  and  sold  them  the 
stock  and  machinery.  He  still  makes  his  home  on  the  place,  doing  such  work 
as  he  chooses.  His  financial  holdings  include  stock  in  the  Farmers  Store  at 
Dallas,  and  the  Dallas  Shipping  Association.  Mir.  Ellefson  was  mdrtited  at 
Sand  Creek,  Dunn  County,  Wisconsin,  on  March  23,  1893,  to  Mary  Gunderson, 
who  was  born  in  Norway  June  12,  1854,  the  daughter  of  Thomas  arid-  M&ry 
(Greagerson)  Gunderson,  both  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ellefson  have  the 
three  sons'already  mentioned.  Oscar  A.  was  born  March  19,  1894.  Carl  was 
born  Nov.  17,  1895.  Edwin  was  born  March  26,  1898.  These  three  young  men 
are  energetic,  hard  working  citizens.  They  are  good  farmers  and  stand  well 
with  all  who  know  them  and  are  proud  of  representing  the  third  generation 
that  has  operated  the  farm.  Carl,  the  second  son,  was  married  Feb.  13,  1917 
to  Anna  Amundson,  who  was  born  at  Pine  Creek,  Dunn  County,  Wisconsin,  on 
May  6,  1896,  the  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Anna  (Peterson)  Amundson,  and 
they  have  a  daughter,  Gladys,  born  June  18,  1918,  who  is  the  pride  of  her 
grandparents’  heart.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran 
Church. 

Ed.  Engebretson,  an  estimable  farmer  of  Section  32,  east,  Dallas  Township, 
was  born  in  Norway  Feb.  27,  1876,  the  son  of  Engebret  and  Christena  (Amund¬ 
son)  Christianson,  the  former  of  whom  still  lives  in  that  country  and  the  litter 
of  whom  is  dead.  In  the  family  there  were  five  children:  Christ,  Ed.,  Gilbert, 
Hans  (deceased),  and  Martha.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  Nor¬ 
way,  went  to  school  there  and  for  some  years  worked  in  the  woods.  In  1900  he 
came  to  America  and  with  headquarters  at  Chippewa  Falls,  Wis.,  worked  in 
sawmills  and  in  the  woods.  In  1902  he  went  to  the  state  of  Washington  arid 
worked  in  the  sawmills  two  years.  In  1904  he  returned  to  Chippewa  Falls  arid 
worked  jn  the  sawmills  and  in  the  woods  for  eight  years.  At  the  end  of  this 
period,  in  1912,  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  bought  80  acres  in  Section  82, 
east,  Dallas  Township.  He  put  up  a  set  of  buildings,  has  cleared  about  25 
acres,  and  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  He  stands  vjell  iri  the 
community  and  is  well  along  the  road  to  success.  Mr.  Engebretson  was  mar¬ 
ried  June  16,  1906  to  Sena  Hanson,  who  was  born  in  Menomonie,  Wis.,  Sept.  19, 
1875,  the  daughter  of  Peter  and  Carrie  (Severson)  Hanson,  natives  of  NorWriy, 
who  came  to  America  in  1871  and  settled  at  Menomonie  where  the  fathei*  was 
employed  by  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  until  1876,  when  he  took  a  homestead  in  the 
same  county  and  farmed  until  his  death  April  11,  1913,  the  mother  is  now  liv¬ 
ing  with  a  daughter  in  Dunn  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Engebretson  have  one 
child,  Hazel  C.,  born  Aug.  4,  1907. 

Martin  J.  Bishop,  a  prominent  young  farmer  of  Sections  8  and  9,  east, 
Dallas  Township,  a  veteran  of  the  American  Expeditionary  Forces  and  the 
American  Army  of  Occupation,  twice  wounded  in  France  in  defense  of  his 
country’s  flag,  and  an  heroic  participant  in  some  of  the  hottest  fighting  of  the 
World  War,  was  born  near  Menomonie,  in  Dunn  County,  Wisconsin,  April  15, 
1893,  the  son  of  Lester  and  Rosa  (Tallman)  Bishop.  The  parents  were  natives 
respectively  of  Pennsylvania  and  North  Dakota,  who  farmed  for  many  years  in 
this  county  and  are  now  living  retired  in  Dallas  Township.  Martin  J.  was 
brought  to  this  county  by  his  parents  in  1900  and  reared  in  Dovre  Township, 
receiving  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  In  1913  he 
became  a  cement  contractor  with  headquarters  in  Dovre  Township.  He  en- 
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listed  May  24,  1917  in  Company  L,  Third  Regiment,  Wisconsin  National  Guard. 
From  Camp  Douglas,  Wisconsin,  he  was  sent  to  Waco,  Texas,  where  he  trained 
with  Company  L,  128th  Infantry,  32nd  Division.  Equipped  at  Camp  Merritt, 
New  Jersey,  he  sailed  for  France  March  4,  1918.  He  saw  action  at  Chateau 
Thierry,  Soissons,  in  the  Meuse-Argonne  sector,  and  in  Alsace-Lorraine. 
He  was  wounded  in  the  battle  of  Sivigne  on  the  Marne  on  Aug.  30,  1918,  and 
on  the  Meuse-Argonne  front  on  Oct.  9,  1918.  After  serving  in  the  Army  of 
Occupation  in  Germany  he  returned  to  the  United  States  May  10,  1919,  and 
was  discharged  at  Camp  Grant,  Rockford,  Ill.,  May  18,  1919.  He  spent  that 
summer  at  home  and  in  the  fall  of  1919  bought  80  acres  of  improved  land  in 
Section  9,  east,  Dallas  Township.  Having  purchased  new  equipment  he  is 
building  up  a  good  place,  successfully  carrying  on  general  farming  and 
already  has  an  excellent  start  in  life.  Mr.  Bishop  was  married  Nov.  27,  1920 
to  Myrtle  Anderson,  who  was  born  in  Waupaca  County  on  Feb.  14,  1899,  the 
daughter  of  Andrew  and  Isabelle  (Nerlein)  Anderson,  natives  of  Norway, 
who  are  prominent  farmers  in  that  county,  this  state.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bishop 
are  loyal  adherents  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church.  They  have  one  daugh¬ 
ter,  Belauha,  born  Sept.  14,  1921. 

Albert  Bakken,  an  influential  farmer  of  Sections  28  and  33,  Dallas  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  Norway  Dec.  25,  1878,  the  son  of  Mathias  and  Karen  (Ander¬ 
son)  Bakken.  These  good  people  were  born  in  Norway  and  were  there  reared, 
educated  and  married.  In  1881  they  brought  their  family  to  America,  landed 
in  New  York,  came  direct  to  Barron  County  and  took  a  homestead  of  160  acres 
in  Sections  14  and  15,  Dovre  Township.  There,  like  the  other  settlers,  they 
started  on  a  small  scale,  got  along  the  best  they  could  and  worked  with  a  will 
to  establish  a  home  and  a  farm.  After  ten  years  on  the  place  he  died  Sept.  26, 
1891.  He  was  a  hard  working,  substantial  man,  a  kind  husband  and  father 
and  a  good  neighbor,  and  had  his  part  in  the  general  story  of  the  township.  His 
good  wife  continued  to  live  on  the  place  until  her  death  Oct.  13,  1914.  A  son, 
Magnus,  is  now  operating  the  home  farm,  and  like  his  father  before  him  is  a 
useful,  industrious  and  respected  citizen.  In  all  there  were  six  children  in  the 
family:  Ernest  (deceased),  Roy,  Magnus,  Clara,  Inga  and  Albert.  Albert  was 
a  child  when  the  family  came  here.  He  was  reared  on  the  home  place  and 
attended  the  district  school.  As  a  youth  he  worked  on  the  home  farm  and  also 
for  neighbors.  In  1902  he  bought  80  acres  in  Sections  28  and  33,  and  in  1919 
he  bought  forty  more  in  the  latter  section,  making  a  good  farm  of  120  acres. 
He  erected  a  sightly  set  of  buildings  of  lumber  made  from  logs  cut  on  the 
place.  The  barn,  34  by  60  feet,  was  built  in  1915.  It  is  a  modern  structure 
and  made  comfortable  for  the  cattle  with  Star  equipment.  In  1917  he  put  up  a 
good  silo. '  In  1921  he  rebuilt  his  house  and  now  has  a  modern  residence  of  eight 
rooms  and  bath.  The  buildings  are  surrounded  by  a  pleasant  lawn  with  shrub¬ 
bery,  the  farm  is  well  fenced,  and  everything  about  the  place  bespeaks  the 
thrift  and  good  taste  of  the  owner.  Mr.  Bakken  is  actively  interested  in  every¬ 
thing  that  he  believes  to  be  for  the  best  interests  of  the  farming  communities. 
He  is  the  efficient  secretary  of  the  Pine  Creek  Threshing  Co.,  which  owns  a 
community  threshing  machine,  and  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Prairie  Farm  Tele¬ 
phone  Co.,  the  Farmers  Store  at  Dallas,  the  Co-operative  Store  at  Sand  Creek 
and  the  Anchor  Shipbuilding  Co.  at  Washburn,  Wis.  In  1918  he  was  elected  to 
the  town  board  and  is  serving  with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  citizens.  For  14  years  he  has  been  clerk  of  the  school  board,  Joint  Dis¬ 
trict  No.  1-B.  Mr.  Bakken  was  married  at  Dallas  on  April  8,  1904,  to  Hannah 
Dahl,  who  was  born  in  Dovre  Township  on  Sept.  11,  1883,  the  daughter 
of  Amund  and  Karen  (Olstad)  Dahl.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bakken  have  had  seven 
children:  Arvel  M.,  born  July  10,  1904;  Palmer,  born  Nov.  6,  1906,  who  died 
Jan.  14,  1907;  Cora  C.,  born  June  12,  1908;  Norman,  born  June  12,  1911;  Agnes, 
born  Dec.  21,  1913;  Edna,  born  May  17,  1916,  who  died  Feb.  13,  1917;  and  Ed¬ 
win,  who  was  born  June  26,  1918  and  died  March  3,  1921.  Amund  Dahl,  father 
of  Mrs.  Bakken,  developed  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  county.  He  was  born  in 
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Norway  and  was  there  reared,  educated  and  married.  He  brought  his  family 
to  America  in  1880  and  settled  at  Eau  Claire.  In  1881  he  came  to  Dovre  Town¬ 
ship  and  bought  160  acres  in  Section  34,  west,  to  which  he  later  added  another 
40,  making  in  all  200  acres.  He  improved  this  tract  of  land,  erected  soihe  ex¬ 
cellent  buildings,  beautified  the  place  and  built  up  what  is  regarded  as  a 
splendid  example  of  a  model  Wisconsin  farm.  In  1921  the  place  was  rented 
to  the  sons,  Alfred  and  Edwin.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dahl  were  the  parents  of  six 
children:  Anna  and  Anton,  deceased;  Hilda,  the  wife  of  Julius  Hanson;  Han¬ 
nah,  the  wife  of  Albert  Bakken,  and  Alfred  and  Edwin,  already  mentioned  as 
operating  the  home  farm,  who  are  expert  farmers  and  popular  young  men,  and 
take  their  share  in  all  the  affairs  of  the  community. 

Woodbury  S.  Grover,  a  pioneer  of  Dallas  Township,  was  born  in  Boothbay, 
Maine,  Dec.  3,  1830,  the  son  of  Freeman  and  Sophia  Grover.  He  was  reared 
and  educated  in  his  native  town,  grew  to  manhood  there  and  married.  In  1868 
he  brought  his  wife  and  daughter  to  Wisconsin  and  settled  at  Menomonie,  in 
Dunn  County,  where  he  secured  employment  with  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  In  1861 
he  pre-empted  80  acres  in  that  county,  put  up  a  house  and  barn  and  developed 
a  farm.  Seven  years  later,  in  1868,  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  took  a 
homestead  of  160  acres  in  Section  32,  Dallas  Township.  This  was  then  wild 
land.  There  were  almost  no  settlers,  and  such  as  there  were  were  living  in 
isolated  cabins  in  little  clearings  in  the  woods.  There  were  no  roads  except 
the  “tote”  roads  of  the  lumber  companies.  There  was  still  considerable  doubt 
whether  the  lumber  and  stumps  could  ever  be  profitably  cleared  up  and  the 
county  opened  for  successful  farming.  But  Mr.  Grover  came  of  staunch 
stock,  he  had  courage  and  determination,  and  he  had  faith  in  the  future.  So 
he  set  to  work  with  a  will  to  establish  his  home  and  his  farm.  He  also  encour¬ 
aged  others  to  take  land  and  helped  them  get  up  their  cabins  and  their  land 
cleared.  As  time  passed  he  got  nearly  all  his  own  original  homestead  cleared 
up,  and  replaced  the  original  log  structures  with  a  fine  set  of  buildings,  mak¬ 
ing  as  good  a  farm  as  was  to  be  found  in  the  neighborhood.  He  also  bought 
and  sold  land  as  he  found  opportunity,  and  at  one  time  owned  400  acres.  Com¬ 
ing  of  New  England  forebears  and  being  a  man  of  superior  intelligence,  it  is 
natural  that  he  should  early  have  taken  a  prominent  part  in  public  affairs.  In 
the  county  seat  contests  he  worked  hard  for  Barron,  and  exerted  considerable 
influence  toward  the  erection  of  the  first  courthouse  in  that  place.  In  1874-76 
he  served  most  efficiently  as  county  clerk.  He  was  the  second  man  to  hold  that 
position,  his  predecessor,  O.  Brayton,  being  the  first.  In  1877  he  represented 
his  fellow  citizens  of  the  lower  house  of  the  State  Assembly.  Living  as  he 
did  in  a  part  of  the  state  not  yet  developed,  he  knew  the  needs  of  the  pioneers 
struggling  to  develop  homes  in  the  woods,  and  he  was  an  active  worker  in 
behalf  of  every  measure  which  he  believed  to  be  for  their  best  interests.  For 
twelve  years  he  was  chairman  of  Dallas  Township,  and  as  such  sat  on  the 
coi^nty  board  for  that  period.  He  also  led  in  the  fight  against  the  railroads, 
which  were  charging  from  $6.60  up  per  acre  for  land,  and  this  contest  resulted 
in  the  railroads  lowering  the  price  of  their  land  to  $2.60  per  acre,  and  was  one 
of  the  greatest  boons  ever  experienced  by  the  county,  having  the  effect  of 
attracting  many  new  settlers.  The  fight  started  over  the  taxes,  the  county 
bringing  suit  with  the  above  mentioned  result.  In  town  affairs  Mr.  Grover 
was  a  careful  manager,  favoring  good  roads,  but  believing  in  conservative 
taxation.  As  a  member  of  the  county  board  he  served  on  several  important 
committees,  and  his  judgment  on  county  affairs  was  highly  respected.  In  this 
way  he  became  widely  known.  He  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  county’s  useful 
citizens,  he  has  done  much  toward  its  growth  and  progress,  and  his  story  is 
interwoven  in  the  warp  and  woof  of  the  county’s  progress.  Through  all  the 
years  of  his  public  service  he  continued  to  farm  successfully  on  his  original 
homestead.  In  1902,  however,  he  retired,  and  has  since  made  his  home  at 
Ridgeland,  still  continuing  to  lpok  after  his  numerous  affairs.  Mr.  Grover 
was  married  Feb.  26,  1866  to  Angeline  Potter,  who  was  born  at  Brunswick,  Me., 
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on  June  18,  1838,  and  died  March  20,  1918.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grover  had  thirteen 
children.  Floribella  was  born  Jan.  31,  1857,  and  is  the  wife  of  Dewilton  F. 
Blyton.  Wilbur  W.  was  born  Aug.  30,  1858,  and  died  March  3,  1873.  Wood¬ 
bury  F.  was  born  Sept.  1,  1860,  and  now  lives  at  Ridgeland.  S.  Douglas  was 
born  Feb.  9,  1862  and  lives  at  Cameron.  Warren  P.  is  postmaster  and  prom¬ 
inent  citizen  at  Ridgeland.  He  was  born  Sept.  30,  1863.  Benjamin  A.  was 
born  April  17,  1865,  and  is  now  in  Burbank,  Wash.  J.  Winter  was  born  Dec.  10, 
1867  and  is  at  Medical  Lake,  Wash.  Lucy  was  born  Nov.  6,  1869,  and  is  the 
wife  of  Isaac  Pecore.  Fred  W.  was  born  Aug.  27,  1871,  and  lives  at  Weenatche, 
Wash.  Wilbur  A.  was  born  March  30,  1874,  and  is  a  chiropractor  at  Baldwin, 
Wis.  Milton  was  born  May  4,  1876  and  lives  at  Rice  Lake.  Clarence  was  born 
Dec.  23,  1878,  and  died  Dec.  24,  1879.  Leon  C.  was  born  Feb.  24,  1880,  and 
farms  in  Dunn  County,  this  state. 

Warren  P.  Grover,  postmaster  at  Ridgeland,  over  the  line  in  Dunn  County, 
prominent  citizen,  former  educator,  merchant,  contractor,  carpenter  and 
farmer,  was  born  at  Menomonie,  in  Dunn  County,  Wisconsin,  Sept.  30,  1863, 
the  son  of  Woodbury  S.  and  Angeline  (Potter)  Grover,  who  brought  him  to 
Dallas  Township  in  1868.  He  was  reared  here,  attended  the  district  schools, 
learned  farming  from  his  father  and  remained  with  him  until  he  was  of  age. 
For  two  years  he  taught  in  the  rural  schools  of  the  county,  and  for  two  years 
he  was  employed  as  a  carpenter.  In  1889  he  went  to  Spokane,  Wash.,  where 
for  twelve  years  he  was  a  contractor.  In  1901  he  went  south  and  traveled 
through  the  southern  states  for  two  years.  He  came  back  to  this  part  of  the 
state  in  1903  and  with  his  brother,  Milton,  operated  a  hardware  and  implement 
store  at  Ridgeland  for  three  years.  Then  for  two  years  he  farmed  in  Barron 
County.  In  1908  he  became  mail  carrier  at  Ridgeland  and  in  1916  was  ap¬ 
pointed  postmaster.  He  is  an  efficient  officer,  the  service  has  greatly  improved 
and  grown  under  his  supervision,  and  he  is  giving  general  satisfaction  to  the 
patrons.  He  is  active  in  public  affairs,  and  is  working  for  the  progress  and 
adv$peement  of  this  part  of  the  state.  He  is  still  interested  in  farming  and 
owns  160  acres  of  good  land  in  Wilson  Township,  Dunn  County,  which  he 
rents.  Mr.  Grover  was  married  Nov.  2,  1904  to  Minnie  Johnson,  who  was  born 
at  La  Crosse,  Wis.,  April  12,  1879,  the  daughter  of  Amund  and  Mary  (Ander¬ 
son)  Johnson,  the  former  of  whom  is  dead,  and  the  latter  of  whom  lives  with 
her  son,  John,  who  is  farming  in  Dunn  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grover  are  the 
parents  of  three  daughters:  Mildred,  born  Aug.  15,  1905;  Carrie,  born  Sept 
30,  1907,  and  Angeline,  born  March  15,  1910. 

Frank  Garner,  a  well-to-do  farmer  of  Section  20,  east,  Dallas  Township, 
is  a  prominent  man  throughout  this  part  of  the  county,  and  is  exerting  con¬ 
siderable  influence  on  public  affairs.  He  is  a  man  of  sound  sense  and  good 
judgment  and  his  opinions  are  highly  valued  by  all  who  know  him.  He  was 
bom  in  northern  Illinois  Jan.  26,  1875,  the  son  of  C.  Henry  and  Susan  (Fuller) 
Gamer,  natives  respectively  of  New  York  state  and  Ohio.  The  father 
came  to  Wisconsin  in  1847  and  lived  for  thirty-one  years  in  Racine  and  Ken¬ 
osha  Counties,  and  for  a  short  time  in  northern  Illinois.  In  1878  he  came  to 
Barron  County  and  bought  80  acres  in  Section  20,  east,  Dallas  Township.  This 
tract  was  all  wild  land.  He  put  up  a  set  of  buildings,  cleared  some  of  the 
land  and  there  successfully  farmed  until  his  death,  April  5,  1907.  He  was  a 
substantial  man  of  solid  worth,  whose  good  qualities  were  fully  appreciated  by 
all  who  knew  him.  His  wife  died  March  12,  1897.  In  the  family  there  were 
two  sons,  Frank  and  Elba  (deceased).  Frank  was  brought  to  Barron  County 
as  a  child,  and  was  here  reared  on  the  farm  and  educated  in  the  district 
schools.  He  was  a  mere  youth  when  he  took  charge  of  the  parental  farm,  and 
when  he  became  of  age  he  received  the  deed.  Later  he  added  two  more  tracts 
in  Section  29,  one  of  120  acres  and  one  of  40  acres  in  Section  20,  making  240 
acres  in  all.  About  100  acres  are  cleared.  He  has  put  up  a  fine  set  of  build¬ 
ings,  and  the  house,  barn  and  yards  are  illuminated  with  the  Universal  light 
system.  The  machinery  and  equipment  are  of  the  best.  Aside  from  his  farm. 
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Mr.  Garner  has  various  interests,  including  stock  in  the  Co-operative  Store  at 
Chetek.  In  public  affairs  he  has  won  commendation  as  supervisor  of  the 
township,  and  he  haa  also  done  excellent  work  for  many  years  as  the  clerk  of 
his  school  district.  In  everything  he  does  his  duty  as  he  sees  it,  and  his  work 
has  met  with  well-deserved  success.  Mr.  Garner  was  married  in  Dallas  Town¬ 
ship  on  March  20,  1908  to  Anna  Massie,  who  was  born  in  Dallas  on  April  15, 
1879,  the  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Hannah  (Sims)  Massie.  This  union  has 
been  blessed  with  five  bright  children:  Myrtle  F.,  born  May  6,  1905;  Clayton 
P.,  Sept.  29,  1906;  Paul  F„  March  25,  1908;  Esther,  Jan.  12,  1910,  and  Perry 
W.,  Sept.  10,  1911.  The  children,  who  are  all  attending  school,  reside  at  home 
with  their  father,  the  mother,  Mrs.  Anna  Garner,  having  passed  away  Aug. 
18,  1921. 

John  G.  Johnson,  now  deceased,  pioneer  of  two  states,  veteran  of  the  Civil 
War,  early  woodsman,  farmer,  merchant,  and  for  sixteen  years  postmaster  at 
Dallas  Village,  was  one  of  the  real  founders  of  the  county.  He  came  here  as 
a  woodsman  before  the  Civil  War,  he  worked  here  in  the  same  capacity  after 
the  war,  he  took  one  of  the  first  claims  in  Maple  Grove  Township,  he  carried 
mail  from  Durand  to  Rice  Lake  when  there  was  nothing  in  the  county  but 
lumber  camps,  and  he  early  held  various  public  offices.  John  G.  Johnson  was 
born  Sept.  23,  1836  in  Norway,  and  was  there  reared.  He  came  to  this  country 
in  1856,  and  after  landing  in  New  York  joined  a  number  of  his  relatives  who 
were  pioneers  of  Fillmore  County,  Minnesota,  and  had  claims  near  Spring 
Grove  in  Houston  County.  While  making  his  headquarters  with  these  rela¬ 
tives,  with  the  exception  of  a  short  time  when  he  was  in  Tennessee,  he  spent 
his  summers  farming  in  Fillmore  County  and  his  winters  working  in  the  woods 
in  what  is  now  Barron  County.  April  29,  1864,  he  enlisted  in  the  Civil  War 
and  served  with  Company  K,  11th  Minnesota  Volunteer  Infantry  until  his  dis¬ 
charge  June  26,  1866.  Then  he  worked  in  the  woods  of  what  is  now  Barron 
County  for  many  years  as  an  employe  of  the  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  In  1870  he 
took  a  homestead  of  160  acres  in  what  is  now  Section  10,  west,  Maple  Grove 
Township.  He  cleared  some  seventy  acres  and  erected  a  set  of  log  buildings. 
Later  he  sold  out.  For  some  years  he  had  160  acres  in  Section  14,  west,  Dallas 
Township,  which  he  bought  of  his  father-in-law  and  improved,  and  which  is 
still  owned  in  the  family.  For  three  years  he  worked  for  William  S.  Foster  and 
James  A.  Anderson  in  Dallas  Village.  He  operated  a  general  store  for  Ole 
Nelson  at  Colfax  for  four  years,  and  was  then  in  business  there  for  himself 
two  years.  In  1891,  with  T.  O.  Malum  and  A.  N.  Granum  as  partners,  he 
started  a  general  store  in  Dallas  which  they  operated  until  1902,  when  they 
sold  out.  Mr.  Johnson  was  appointed  postmaster  in  1898  and  served  in  all 
some  sixteen  years,  occupying  that  office  at  the  time  of  his  death  June  23,  1914. 
With  all  his  busy  life  he  had  found  time  for  much'public  service,  he  had  sur¬ 
veyed  many  roads  and  school  sites,  he  had  his  share  in  the  inauguration  of 
many  movements  which  had  the  good  of  the  county  for  their  object,  and  he 
was  a  most  important  factor  in  public  life  in  the  days  when  the  county  was 
beginning  to  take  on  the  aspects  of  a  settled  community.  He  was  also  one  of 
the  founders  of  William  Pitts  Post,  No.  144  G.  A.  R.  at  Dallas  and  held  office 
in  it  at  various  times.  Mr.  Johnson  was  married  Jan.  5,  1873  to  Anna  Granum, 
born  Sept.  22,  1855,  daughter  of  Nels  and  Gurtie  (Tollefson)  Granum,  whose 
sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  had  three  chil¬ 
dren:  Gurtie,  who  was  born  Dec.  1,  1874  and  died  in  early  infancy;  Emma, 
who  was  born  Jan.  6,  1876  and  died  Feb.  6,  1880,  and  Frank  G.,  born  Aug.  29, 
1877,  now  a  farmer  of  Dallas  Township. 

Frank  G.  Johnson,  former  postmaster  and  merchant  at  Dallas  Village, 
where  he  served  in  various  public  offices,  was  born  in  Maple  Grove  Township, 
this  county,  Aug.  29,  1877,  son  of  John  G.  and  Anna  (Granum)  Johnson,  the 
pioneers.  After  attending  the  common  schools  of  this  county  he  entered  the 
business  course  Of  the  Valparaiso  University  at  Valparaiso,  Ind.,  and  was  there 
graduated  in  1897.  With  this  preparation  he  joined  his  father  at  Dallas  Vil- 
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lage  and  assisted  his  father  in  his  store  and  postoflice  until  his  father’s  death, 
when  he  succeeded  as  postmaster  and  filled  out  his  unexpired  term.  For  a 
while  he  worked  in  the  Bank  of  Dallas  and  for  a  time  as  clerk  in  the  hard¬ 
ware  store  of  the  Smith  Brothers.  In  1915  he  took  charge  of  the  home  farm 
for  his  mother.  He  has  250  acres,  a  part  of  which  he  now  conducts  and  rents 
out  the  other  part.  He  has  been  successful  as  a  general  farmer  and  makes  a 
specialty  of  a  good  herd  of  Holsteins,  headed  by  full-blooded  sires.  While  in 
the  village  he  served  as  village  assessor,  village  clerk,  and  village  trustee. 
His  fraternal  relations  are  with  the  Masonic  Order.  Mr.  Johnson  was  mar¬ 
ried  Oct.  18,  1905,  to  Hilma  Stowe,  born  April  6,  1884,  daughter  of  Nels  and 
Matilda  (Storm)  Stowe,  natives  of  Sweden,  who  came  to  America  in  1880,  and 
settled  on  80  acres  in  Section  30,  east,  Maple  Grove  Township,  where  they 
farmed  for  many  years  and  where  they  now  live.  In  the  Stowe  family  there 
were  eight  children:  Oscar,  August,  Ernest  (deceased),  Hilma,  Olga,  Eusten, 
Minnie  and  Emella.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran 
Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  have  two  children:  Norton  G.,  born  Aug.  2, 
1906;  and  Franklin  H.,  born  May  30,  1911.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the 
Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Hiram  A.  Chapman,  who  was  for  a  number  of  years  a  well-known  and  high¬ 
ly-respected  citizen  of  Lakeland  Township,  but  who  passed  to  the  higher  life, 
December  30,  1919,  was  born  in  the  State  of  New  York,  July  30,  1845.  As  a 
young  man,  he  came  to  Wisconsin  and  in  1867  was  married  at  Tomah  to 
Rachel  Ann  Dale.  By  her  he  had  ten  children,  four  of  whom,  Ernest  Alonzo, 
Cynthia  Etta,  Archie  LeRoy  and  Florence,  passed  away  before  him.  In  1892, 
Mr.  Chapman  moved  to  Menomonie,  where  several  years  later,  Jan.  7,  1895, 
he  suffered  a  bereavement  in  the  death  of  his  wife,  Rachel  Ann.  In  the  spring 
of  1896,  Mr.  Chapman  married  Mrs.  Eliza  Girvin  of  the  town  of  Shewin, 
and  in  1898  he  moved  to  the  vicinity  of  Cumberland,  Barron  County, 
where  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  lumber.  Here  his  wife, 
Eliza,  died  in  1900.  In  1901  Mr.  Chapman  married  Mrs.  Cora  Cady.  Soon 
after  this  he  engaged  in  mercantile  business,  becoming  proprietor  of  a  store 
and  hotel,  located  in  Section  25,  Lakeland  Township,  and  known  as  the  Lake 
View  House,  it  being  well  patronized  by  tourists  visiting  Silver  Lake.  In 
this  business  he  continued  until  his  death.  An  affectionate  husband  and  lov¬ 
ing  father,  he  left  six  children  to  mourn  his  loss,  besides  his  wife  and  a  host 
of  relatives  and  friends.  The  children  are:  L.  I.  Chapman  of  Barron,  Mrs. 
R.  P.  Daniels  of  Knapp,  M.  L.  Chapman  and  H.  H.  Chapman  of  Barron,  H.  A. 
Chapman,  Jr.,  of  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  and  Mrs.  H.  E.  Jones  of  Tacoma,  Wash., 
all  of  whom  were  present  at  the  funeral  except  Mrs.  H.  E.  Jones,  who  was 
prevented  from  coming  by  illness.  Mr.  Chapman  had  been  a  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church  for  about  thirty  years  and  was  an  earnest  worker  in  the  church 
and  Sunday  school  as  long  as  his  health  would  permit.  Mrs.  Cora  Chapman, 
who  has  continued  to  reside  in  Lakeland  Township,  was  born  in  Sparta,  Wis., 
Aug.  6,  1865,  daughter  of  Geo.  C.  and  Mary  Jane  (Parks)  Hodgkin.  She  was  for 
a  number  of  years  previous  to  her  first  marriage  a  successful  school  teacher  in 
Barron  County.  Further  mention  of  her  parents  may  be  found  elsewhere  in  this 
volume. 

Louis  Dutilly,  for  28  years  an  industrious  farmer  and  respected  citizen  of 
Lakeland  Township,  where  he  passed  away  Sept.  28,  1911,  was  bom  at  St. 
Denis,  Province  of  Quebec,  Canada,  April  13,  1859,  the  eldest  son  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Joseph  Dutilly.  He  was  descended  from  a  line  of  ancestors  who  were 
distinguished  in  the  early  history  of  Quebec.  His  people  were  farmers,  and 
thus  at  an  early  age  he  acquired  an  expert  knowledge  of  agriculture,  varying 
that  occupation  with  work  in  the  woods  at  lumbering  in  the  winter  and  on  the 
drive  in  the  spring.  In  these  arduous  occupations  he  became  an  expert  as  he 
was  in  farm  work  and  developed  a  strong  physique.  On  Sept.  1,  1879,  at 
Waterloo,  Canada,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Pauline  Morroy,  of  St.  Joachim-de- 
Schefford,  Province  of  Quebec,  and  as  a  family  soon  began  to  grow  up  around 
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them,  Mr.  Dutilly,  in  search  of  a  place  to  establish  a  permanent  home,  came 
in  1888  to  Barron  County,  Wisconsin,  and  bought  80  acres  of  land  in  Section 
36,  Lakeland  Township.  The  tract  was  covered  with  heavy  timber,  and  the 
work  of  transforming  the  wilderness  into  a  farm  was  not  light,  but  Mr.  Dutil- 
ly's  logging  experience  stood  him  in  good  stead  and  he  soon  had  a  clearing 
started  and  a  log  cabin  built.  In  the  years  that  followed  he  cleared  and 
stumped  the  entire  tract  and  erected  buildings,  besides  which  as  one  of  the 
earliest  settlers  in  the  township  he  helped  to  construct  roads  and  build  school 
houses.  In  time,  by  the  exercise  of  industry  and  thrift,  he  accumulated  a  com¬ 
petence,  the  log  cabin  of  pioneer  days  being  replaced  by  a  more  pretentious 
farm  house,  and  no  comfort  which  money  could  buy  was  lacking.  Mr.  Dutilly 
was  a  loving  father  and  husband,  a  friendly  neighbor  and  good  citizen  and  a 
Christian  gentleman.  He  was  a  devout  member  of  St.  Mary’s  Catholic  Church. 
To  him  and  his  wife  were  born  eleven  children,  three  sons  and  eight  daughters, 
all  of  whom  survive,  the  father’s  death  being  the  first  to  break  the  family  circle. 
These  children  are:  Mrs.  George  Jerry  of  Lakeland;  Mrs.  George  A.  Brinkley 
of  Park  Falls;  Mrs.  Henry  Sans  of  Rochester,  Minn.;  Mrs.  J.  S.  Mills  of  Min¬ 
neapolis  ;  Mrs.  William  Peterson  of  Bear  Lake ;  Mrs.  Bruce  Gardiner  of  Doland, 
S.  D.;  and  Roselba,  Arthur,  Alfred,  Agnes  and  Wilfred,  who  are  now  at  home 
with  their  mother. 

Nels  Grant,  who  for  fourteen  years,  or  until  his  death,  was  well  known  in 
Lakeland  Township  as  one  of  its  useful,  industrious  and  respected  citizens, 
was  born  in  Norway,  May  14,  1863.  In  his  native  land  he  acquired  a  good  edu¬ 
cation,  graduating  from  college,  and  then  entered  mercantile  life,  being  em¬ 
ployed  successively  as  clerk  in  different  stores.  In  1882,  seeking  a  wider 
sphere  of  opportunity,  he  came  to  America,  landing  at  New  York,  whence  he 
proceeded  to  Maronette,  Wis.,  and  thence  to  North  Dakota,  where  he  took  a 
homestead.  In  1901  he  transferred  the  scene  of  his  agricultural  endeavors  to 
Barron  County,  Wisconsin,  buying  80  acres  of  land  in  Section  26,  Lakeland 
Township.  Forty  acres  of  this  land  he  cleared  from  stumps  and  on  it  erected 
a  set  of  buildings,  carrying  on  mixed  farming  and  dairying  with  profitable  re¬ 
sults,  until  his  death,  which  occurred  Dec.  31,  1916.  He  had  attained  the  age 
of  sixty-two  years,  seven  months  and  seventeen  days.  The  news  of  his  demise 
spread  sorrow  throughout  the  community  in  which  he  had  made  many  warm 
friends.  He  had  served  in  1915  as  treasurer  of  the  township  board  and  was  a 
man  always  ready  to  do  his  part  as  a  good  citizen.  The  funeral  occurred  on 
the  Sunday  afternoon  following  his  death,  a  short  service  in  English  being 
held  at  the  house,  Norwegian  service  at  Section  10  Church,  with  a  few  wordB 
more  in  English  and  an  English  song  to  close.  The  Rev.  Amundson  conducted 
the  service  and  interment  was  made  in  Section  10  Cemetery.  Mrs.  Grant’s  sis¬ 
ter  and  her  husband,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Victor  Johnson,  and  L.  E.  Strum,  a  brother- 
in-law,  were  present  to  attend  the  funeral  and  aid  in  comforting  the  sorrow¬ 
ing  family.  Mr.  Grant  was  a  member  of  the  local  lodge  of  the  I.  S.  W.  A. 
Honest,  energetic  and  kindly,  a  faithful  and  loving  husband  and  father,  and 
an  intelligent  and  useful  citizen,  he  earned  the  reward  promised  to  those  who 
fight  the  good  fight.  He  was  married  Dec.  21,  1898,  to  Maren  H.  Omholt,  who 
was  born  in  Norway,  Oct.  27,  1867,  daughter  of  Ole  and  Helen  (Hendrickson) 
Omholt.  Five  children  were  the  issue  of  this  union,  namely:  Carl,  born  June 
3,  1900;  Emmet,  Dec.  6,  1902;  Morten,  Aug.  11,  1903;  Herold,  Jan.  26.  1906: 
and  Arnold,  June  27,  1910.  Herold  died  at  the  age  of  ten  years,  on  May  2, 
1915,  his  death  preceding  that  of  his  father  by  less  than  nine  months.  The 
other  children  are  still  living,  and  with  their  assistance,  Mrs.  Grant  is  still 
operating  the  farm. 

Henry  W.  Bringman,  a  former  resident  of  Lakeland  Township,  in  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  which  he  took  a  worthy  part,  was  born  in  Germany,  Feb.  1,  1851, 
son  of  Henry  and  Margaret  (Hartung)  Bringman.  He  acquired  his  educa¬ 
tion  in  his  native  land  and  began  industrial  life  there  as  a  farm  laborer,  an 
occupation  in  which  he  continued  until  reaching  the  age  of  thirty  years.  In 
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the  meanwhile  he  married  and  children  came  to  enlarge  the  family  circle  and 
increase  his  responsibilities.  How  to  provide  for  them  soon  became  a  serious 
question,  to  which  emigration  seemed  to  offer  the  only  solution.  Accordingly, 
in  1881,  soon  after  the  birth  of  his  third  child,  Frederick,  he  set  out  with  his 
family  for  America,  and  in  due  time  arrived  in  New  York,  whence  he  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  La  Salle,  Ill.,  where  Mr.  Bringman  found  work  ih  the  coal  mines,  an 
occupation  in  which  he  continued  for  14  years.  This  was  hard  work,  not  un¬ 
attended  by  danger,  and  not  specially  remunerative.  Moreover  he  was  now 
forty-four  years  old.  Another  step  in  advance  was  necessary  and  Mr.  Bring¬ 
man  took  the  right  one,  then  went  to  Spencer,  Iowa,  where  he  bought  a  farm 
of  228  acres  and  operated  it  two  years,  then  sold.  Coming  to  Barron  County, 
Wis.,  he  bought  133  acres  of  wild  land  in  Sections  17  and  18,  Lakeland  Town¬ 
ship,  and  began  the  task  of  developing  a  farm.  It  was  a  large  undertaking, 
but  Mr.  Bringman  in  time  accomplished  it,  with  the  assistance  of  his  wife  and 
children.  He  cleared  65  acres  of  the  land  and  erected  a  set  of  buildings,  and 
in  addition,  found  time  to  help  in  the  construction  of  roads  through  his  town¬ 
ship.  He  successfully  followed  mixed  farming  and  dairying,  keeping  Short¬ 
horn  cattle,  and  was  widely  known  and  respected  as  an  industrious  and  re¬ 
liable  citizen.  His  religious  affiliations  were  with  the  German  Lutheran  Church. 
Mr.  Bringman  continued  his  useful  activities  until  shortly  before  his  death, 
which  occurred  Jan.  22,  1917,  when  he  had  almost  reached  the  age  of  sixty-six 
years.  His  loss  was  deeply  regretted,  fiis  marriage  in  Germany,  previously 
mentioned,  took  place  June  9,  1853,  and  united  him  with  Louisa  C.  Schaar, 
daughter  of  William  and  Anna  (Guessner)  Schaar.  It  resulted  in  the  birth 
of  ten  children,  whose  record,  in  brief,  is  as  follows:  William,  born  Aug.  25, 
1878,  now  a  resident  of  Oshkosh,  Wis.;  Wilhelmina,  born  Dec.  31,  1879,  now 
Mrs.  William  Kerslake,  of  Duluth,  Minn.;  Frederick,  born  Feb.  22,  1881,  who 
resides  at  Hower’s  Lake,  Minn.;  Anna,  born  Feb.  10,  1883,  now  the  wife  of 
Walter  Pierson,  of  Lakeland  Township,  Barron  County,  Wis.;  Elizabeth,  born 
February  10,  1886,  who  is  the  wife  of  Ernest  Garrett,  of  Seattle,  Wash. ;  Louisa, 
born  May  16,  1887,  now  Mrs.  Herman  Ramey  of  Ladysmith,  Wis.;  Gusta,  born 
July  7,  1889,  wife  of  J.  D.  Morrow,  of  Hower’s  Lake,  Minn.;  Henry,  born  March 
24,  1892,  who  was  in  the  army  during  the  recent  war;  Sophia,  born  Aug.  26, 
1894,  residing  at  Hower’s  Lake,  Minn.;  and  Charles,  born  Jan.  21,  1899.  After 
the  father’s  death,  Henry  and  Charles  operated  the  farm  for  their  mother  until 
1918,  when  they  rented  it.  They  are  still  operating  it  on  their  own  account, 
under  rental.  Henry  was  drafted  into  the  U.  S.  Army  July  5,  1918,  and  from 
Barron,  Wis.,  was  sent  to  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  thence  to  Camp  Hancock,  Ga., 
as  a  member  of  the  41st  Company,  Fourth  Group  Machine  Gun  Training  Center. 
He  was  transferred  Nov;  7,  1918,  to  Camp  Travis,  Texas,  with  Company  A, 
52nd  Machine  Gun  Battalion.  Feb.  6,  1919,  he  Was  sent  to  Camp  Grant,  where 
he  was  discharged  Feb.  15,  the  same  year. 

Ole  Thompson,  a  typical  representative  of  the  hardy  Norwegian  race, 
which  has  taken  so  large  a  part  in  the  development  of  the  Northwest,  was 
born  in  Norway,  May  7,  1867,  son  of  Ole  Olson,  by  his  wife,  Mary,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Jergenson.  The  latter  still  resides  in  Norway,  having  sur¬ 
vived  her  husband,  Ole  Olson,  52  years,  as  he  died  in  1869.  Ole  Thompson 
was  educated  in  Norway,  where  in  due  time  he  engaged  in  farm  labor.  In 
1884  he  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  landing  in  Philadelphia,  whence  he 
came  directly  to  Wisconsin.  During  the  next  twelve  years  he  worked  in  saw¬ 
mills  at  Parley  and  Mason.  In  1900  he  bought  his  present  farm  of  100  acres  in 
Sections  21  and  28,  Lakeland  Township,  which  was  then  a  wild  tract,  but  of 
which  he  has  cleared  and  broken  30  acres,  having  also  erected  a  line  set  of 
buildings.  He  follows  mixed  farming  and  dairying,  keeping  mixed  Holstein 
and  Guernsey  cattle,  and  has  taken  rank  among  the  successful  and  substantial 
citizens  of  his  township.  Mr.  Thompson  was  united  in  marriage  March  20, 
1896,  with  Fredericka  Paulson,  who  was  born  in  Wisconsin,  May  16,  1874, 
daughter  of  Andrew  and  Christina  (Borgen)  Paulson.  Her  mother  now  re- 
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sides  in  Cumberland,  Wis.,  the  father  being  deceased.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomp¬ 
son  have  been  born  three  children,  all  residing  at  home,  namely:  Alfred, 
April  6,  1897 ;  Malven,  May  25,  1900 ;  and  Christ,  Dec.  26,  1904. 

Herman  Meyer,  one  of  the  substantial  farmers  of  Lakeland  Township, 
where  he  has  resided  for  the  last  25  years,  was  born  in  Germany,  Oct.  2,  1857. 
He  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  land,  receiving  his  schooling  there  and  sub¬ 
sequently  engaging  in  farm  labor.  In  1881,  desiring  to  better  his  condition, 
he  came  to  the  United  States,  landing  at  New  York,  whence  he  proceeded  to 
Benton  County,  Iowa.  There  he  worked  on  farms  for  a  while,  afterwards  for 
four  years  was  employed  on  the  railroad,  and  then  rented  a  large  farm  which 
he  operated  for  six  years  on  his  own  account.  In  1896,  Mr.  Meyer  came  to 
Barron  County,  Wisconsin,  and  began  his  career  here  by  purchasing  71  acres 
in  Section  18,  Lakeland  Township.  The  tract  consisted  of  wild  land  and  much 
hard  work  was  needed  to  turn  it  into  a  fruitful  farm,  but  Mr.  Meyer,  in  time, 
broke  42  acres,  besides  erecting  a  good  set  of  buildings.  The  latter  include  a 
barn,  32  by  56  feet,  installed  with  the  James  equipment  and  laid  with  cement 
floors.  Here  he  is  still  carrying,  on  mixed  farming  and  dairying,  keeping  mixed 
grade  cattle  with  a  pure-bred  sire.  His  excellent  farm,  well  managed,  is  pro¬ 
ducing  reasonable  returns.  Mr.  Meyer  is  a  member  of  the  Farm  Bureau.  He 
served  two  years  as  director  on  the  school  board  and  four  years  as  clerk.  The 
German  Lutheran  Church  numbers  him  among  its  consistent  members.  Mr. 
Meyer  was  married  March  12,  1889,  to  Anna  Coleman,  who  was  born  in  Louis¬ 
ville,  Ky.,  Oct.  25,  1857.  Four  children  have  blessed  this  union,  namely:  Yetta, 
now  Mrs.  Robert  Huehn;  Anetta,  wife  of  Arthur  Peterson  of  St.  Paul,  Minn.; 
Gusta,  now  Mrs.  Elmer  Loverud;  and  Henry,  who  lives  on  the  home  farm. 

Charles  A.  Ness,  chairman  of  the  town  board  of  Lakeland  Township,  of 
which  township  he  is  a  prosperous  farmer  and  leading  citizen,  was  born  in 
Norway,  April  21,  1864,  son  of  Andrew  and  Elsie  (Egga)  Ness.  The  parents 
both  died  in  their  native  land,  leaving  five  children:  Pedter,  now  a  farmer  in 
Rice  Lake  Township,  this  county;  Charles  A.,  subject  of  this  sketch,  and  An¬ 
drew,  Nora  and  Louisa,  who  are  still  in  Norway.  Charles  A.  Ness  acquired  his 
education  in  the  Norwegian  common  schools.  Subsequently  for  two  years  he 
attended  an  officers’  training  school,  connected  with  the  Second  Brigade  In¬ 
fantry,  with  headquarters  at  Christiania.  In  1889  he  came  to  America,  landing 
at  New  York,  whence  he  came  directly  to  Shawano  County,  Wisconsin.  There 
for  a  short  time  he  was  engaged  in  farm  labor,  but  in  the  year  1890  he  went 
to  Rhinelander,  Wis.,  where  he  spent  seven  years  occupied  as  a  lumber  scaler. 
Removing  to  Barron  County  in  1897,  he  engaged  in  agriculture,  buying  of 
Christ  Anderson  80  acres  in  Section  26,  Lakeland  Township,  and  beginning  the 
development  of  a  farm.  A  purchase  of  80  acres  more  in  1912  doubled  its  area, 
and  during  the  years  he  has  resided  on  the  place,  Mr.  Ness  has  cleared  70 
acres  and  erected  a  set  of  buildings.  General  farming  and  dairying  occupy 
his  attention,  his  cattle  being  pure-bred  Holsteins,  and  his  operations  have 
been  conducted  with  profitable  results.  Aside  from  his  direct  farming  inter¬ 
ests,  Mr.  Ness  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers’  Light  &  Power  Company  and 
in  the  Silver  Lake  Cheese  Factory.  Of  the  latter  enterprise  he  was  four  years 
president.  His  capacity  as  a  man  of  affairs  has  long  been  recognized  by  his 
fellow  townsmen  and  at  various  times  he  has  been  called  upon  to  serve  in  pub¬ 
lic  office.  As  early  as  1903  he  was  elected  supervisor  of  the  township  board, 
on  which  he  served  two  years.  In  1905  he  was  elected  chairman  of  the  board 
and  so  continued  until  1914,  in  which  year  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
board  of  education  of  Barron  County,  a  position  he  held  for  two  years.  From 
1916  to  1918  he  was  a  member  of  the  committee  of  three  for  Barron  County 
schools;  then  in  1918  he  was  re-elected  chairman  of  the  township  board,  in 
which  position  he  is  still  serving.  For  18  years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the 
school  board  of  District  No.  1.  In  1911  he  became  president  of  the  McKinley 
Telephone  Company.  The  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church  numbers  him  among 
its  faithful  and  consistent  members.  Mr.  Ness  was  married  in  Barron,  Jan.  7, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


884 


HISTORY  OF  BARRON  COUNTY 


1898,  to  Christina  Strangstad,  who  was  born  in  Norway  July  15,  1867,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Ole  and  Elizabeth  Strangstad.  Her  parents  are  now  deceased.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ness  have  had  three  children:  Arthur  A.,  born  Dec.  17,  1898;  Einer 
L.,  born  Jan.  7,  1899,  and  Lenora  C.,  born  Jan.  21,  1908.  Einer  L.,  who  resides 
at  home  and  is  his  father’s  assistant,  is  also  secretary  of  the  Silver  Lake 
Cheese  Company.  Lenora  C.  is  also  at  home.  Arthur  A.  spent  one  year  at  the 
Menomonie  Agricultural  School  and  took  the  two  years’  short  course  in  agri¬ 
culture  at  Madison.  On  Aug.  14,  1918  he  enlisted  in  the  United  States’  service 
and  was  with  the  U.  S.  Training  Detachment  at  Madison.  Less  than  two 
months  after  his  enlistment  he  fell  a  victim  to  that  deadly  disease,  influenza, 
of  which  he  died  Oct.  8,  1918.  Though  he  fell  not  on  the  field  of  battle,  he  prac¬ 
tically  offered  up  his  life  for  his  country  and  is  worthy  of  the  hero’s  crown. 

Walter  H.  Organ,  a  well-known  general  farmer  and  dairyman  of  Lakeland 
Township  in  partnership  with  his  brother,  Howard,  was  born  Feb.  16,  1887  in 
Sauk  County,  Wisconsin,  son  of  William  and  Mary  (Waffenschmidt)  Organ. 
The  parents  were  natives  of  this  state  and  farmers  who  came  from  Sauk  to 
Barron  County  in  1896.  They  settled  in  Lakeland  Township  where  William 
Organ  bought  200  acres  of  wild  land  in  Sections  36  and  25.  Of  this  land  he 
subsequently  cleared  50  acres  besides  erecting  a  set  of  farm  buildings.  He  car¬ 
ried  on  farming  and  dairying  here  until  1916,  when  he  sold  the  farm  to  his 
sons,  Walter  and  Howard,  and  returned  to  Sauk  County  where  he  now  resides. 
His  wife  died  in  1912  and  he  has  since  remarried.  By  his  first  wife,  Mary,  he 
had  five  children :  Walter  H.,  Howard  R.,  Emma,  Lulu  and  Eva,  the  last  men¬ 
tioned  of  whom  is  now  deceased.  Walter  H.  Organ  in  his  boyhood  attended 
school  in  Sauk  and  Barron  Counties.  He  early  acquired  a  knowledge  of  farm 
work  and  until  1916  worked  for  his  father.  He  and  his  brother,  Howard  R., 
then  bought  the  farm  which  they  are  now  conducting  on  a  profitable  basis, 
doing  mixed  farming  and  dairying.  Their  herd  consists  of  high  grade  Holstein 
cattle  with  a  pure  bred  sire.  Among  their  improvements  may  be  mentioned  a 
machine  shed  16  by  40  feet.  In  1917  they  lost  the  house  by  fire  and  were 
obliged  to  rebuild.  The  two  brothers  have  an  equal  interest  in  the  place. 
Walter  H.  is  the  elder,  Howard  R.  having  been  born  Jan.  31,  1895.  The  for¬ 
mer  is  a  director  on  the  school  board  of  District  No.  1.  On  June  26,  1912,  Wal¬ 
ter  H.  Organ  was  married  to  Eva  Daughenbaugh,  who  was  born  in  Cass  County, 
Iowa,  Feb.  20,  1894,  daughter  of  Royer  and  Bessie  (Kirk)  Daughenbaugh,  who 
are  now  residents  of  New  Hampshire.  The  family  circle  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Organ 
has  been  enlarged  and  brightened  by  the  birth  of  six  children,  namely:  Fred 
K.,  born  May  22,  1913;  Maurice  H.,  Aug.  10,  1916;  Edgar  A.,  Oct.  14,  1916; 
Max  A.,  Oct.  28,  1917;  Mary  E.,  Sept.  26,  1919,  and  Robert  Earl,  Sept.  7,  1921. 

Charles  A.  Oldeen,  an  enterprising  and  successful  farmer  of  Lakeland 
Township,  may  be  numbered  among  the  pioneers  of  Barron  County,  as  he  first 
made  his  appearance  here  nearly  forty  years  ago.  He  was  born  in  Sweden 
June  7,  1857,  son  of  Ole  and  Cecelia  (Andrews)  Nelson.  His  parents  both 
died  in  Sweden,  their  native  land.  There  Charles  A.  was  educated  and  grew 
to  manhood,  after  his  school  days  were  over  engaging  in  farm  labor.  Sharing 
the  ambition  of  so  many  of  his  countrymen  who  were  seeking  wider  opportu¬ 
nities  for  advancement  in  America  in  1881  he  came  to  this  country,  landing  at 
New  York,  whence  he  proceeded  west  to  Cambridge,  Ill.  There  for  a  short  time 
he  was  engaged  in  railroad  work,  but  in  the  fall  of  1882  he  came  to  Rice  Lake, 
Barron  County,  Wisconsin,  where  he  worked  at  railroad  construction  for  a 
while,  or  until  1883,  when,  moving  to  Cumberland,  he  entered  the  planing  mills 
of  the  Beaver  Lake  and  Beaver  Dam  Lumber  Co.,  and  subsequently  continued 
in  their  employ  for  27  years.  At  the  end  of  that  period  he  engaged  in  farming 
on  his  own  account,  buying  160  acres  of  land  near  Comstock.  After  improving 
that  farm  he  sold  it  in  1902  and  then  bought  140  acres  in  Cumberland  Town¬ 
ship,  which  tract  he  provided  with  buildings  and  otherwise  improved,  residing 
there  until  1910.  Then  selling  that  place,  he  bought  160  acres  in  Section  35, 
Lakeland  Township,  on  which  he  rebuilt  the  house  and  outbuildings,  erected 
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a  barn  36  by  80  feet,  and  cleared  and  stumped  100  acres  of  the  land.  On  this 
place  he  has  since  resided,  carrying  on  mixed  farming  and  dairying,  his  stock 
being  pure  bred  Holsteins.  His  enterprise  and  industry  have  met  with  their 
fitting  reward  and  he  is  now  numbered  among  the  well-to-do  citizens  of  his 
township.  Aside  from  his  farming  interests,  he  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Silver 
Lake  cheese  factory,  the  Farmers  Light  and  Power  Co.,  and  the  McKinley  Tele¬ 
phone  Co.  It  is  nearly  thirty-two  years  ago  since  Mr.  Oldeen  gave  up  bachelor 
life,  being  united  in  marriage  Nov.  10,  1889,  with  Bertha  Morken,  who  was 
born  in  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  June  30,  1867,  daughter  of  Ole  and  Ingeberg  (Rit- 
tan)  Morken.  Both  her  parents  are  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Oldeen  are 
members  of  the  Old  Settlers  Association  of  Cumberland.  They  have  a  family 
of  eight  children  as  follows:  Norman  L.,  Elling,  Oscar  O.,  Carl  E.,  Selma  E., 
Anna  C.,  Laura  I.,  and  Clifford.  Norman  L.  is  clerk  in  a  grocery  store  at  Cum¬ 
berland,  Elling  is  also  engaged  in  mercantile  business  there,  and  Anna  C.  is  a 
school  teacher. 

Oscar  J.  Okerson,  who  has  helped  to  increase  the  agricultural  resources 
of  Lakeland  Township  by  the  development  of  a  farm  of  80  acres,  and  who  is 
now  one  of  the  supervisors  of  that  township,  was  born  at  North  Branch,  Minn., 
Nov.  3,  1871,  son  of  Oke  and  Maria  (Johnson)  Trulson.  His  parents  were  na¬ 
tives  of  Sweden,  who  came  to  America  in  1866,  settling  at  North  Branch, 
where  they  were  engaged  in  farming  until  1881.  Then  they  removed  to  Grants- 
berg,  Wis.,  where  they  continued  in  the  same  occupation.  There  Mrs.  Maria 
Trulson  died  on  Feb.  16,  1894.  In  1901  Mr.  Trulson  retired  from  active  work, 
selling  his  farm  and  removing  to  Barron  County,  where  he  subsequently  re¬ 
sided  at  the  home  of  his  son,  Oscar,  until  his  own  death  on  Nov.  3,  1912.  He 
and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  four  children:  Oscar  J.,  subject  of  this 
sketch;  Eddie,  deceased;  Jennie,  deceased,  and  Hilda,  now  the  wife  of  Charles 
Pierson.  Oscar  J.  Okerson  in  his  boyhood  attended  school  at  Grantsberg,  Wis., 
and  subsequently  worked  for  his  father  until  1901,  when  he  came  to  Barron 
County  and  bought  80  acres  of  wild  land  in  Section  16,  Lakeland  Township, 
which  he  began  at  once  to  improve.  In  time  he  cleared  the  entire  tract  of  brush, 
broke  40  acres  and  erected  a  set  of  buildings.  Here  he  has  since  resided,  fol¬ 
lowing  mixed  farming  and  dairying,  his  cattle  being  mixed  grade  Holsteins  with 
a  pure  bred  sire.  He  is  also  a  stockholder  in  Coy’s  creamery  at  Barronette  and 
a  director  in  the  McKinley  Telephone  Co.  As  a  public  official  he  has  served 
acceptably  in  various  offices.  In  1906  he  was  appointed  road  superintendent, 
and  in  1910  was  elected  supervisor  on  the  township  board,  in  which  office  he  is 
still  serving.  He  also  filled  an  unexpired  term  on  the  school  board.  His  re¬ 
ligious  affiliations  are  with  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church.  He  has  proved 
his  worth  as  a  citizen  and  is  respected  and  esteemed  by  his  fellow  townsmen. 
Mr.  Okerson  was  married  June  13,  1896,  to  Lena  M.  Johnson,  who  was  born  in 
Grantsburg,  Wis.,  June  27,  1873,  daughter  of  Ole  and  Anna  (Otson)  Johnson. 
Both  parents  are  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Okerson  are  the  parents  of 
eleven  children,  all  living,  whose  record  in  brief  is  as  follows:  Oliver  C., 
born  April  5,  1897 ;  Ruth  F.,  born  June  29,  1298.  now  a  clerk  in  the  Hines  Mer¬ 
cantile  Co.’s  store  at  Cumberland;  Edna  H.,  born  Feb.  4,  1900;  Alva  L.,  born 
September  16,  1901,  now  employed  with  the  Cumberland  Package  Co.;  Mamie 
M.,  born  Feb.  27,  1903,  Arlad  O.,  born  Dec.  18,  1904;  Esther  A.,  Dec.  19,  1906; 
Ruby  J.,  July  7,  1909;  Willard  C.,  Dec.  10,  1911;  Genevieve  E.,  Jan.  5,  1915,  and 
Doris  J.,  July  4,  1916. 

Sever  Paulson,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Lakeland  Township,  where  he 
is  now  living  retired  on  his  original  farm  in  Section  26,  was  born  in  Norway, 
where  he  grew  to  manhood.  There  he  married  Carrie  Nickelson  and,  soon  a 
family  of  children  began  to  grow  up  around  them.  The  necessity  of  provid¬ 
ing  for  this  growing  family  brought  home  to  Mr.  Paulson  the  fact  that  in  his 
native  land  his  opportunities  for  advancement  were  very  limited  and  that 
to  avoid  poverty  and  dependence  in  his  old  age  he  must  seek  his  fortunes  in  a 
more  favored  land.  The  journey  to  America  with  his  wife  and  children  was 


Digitized  by  Google 


886 


HISTORY  OF  BARRON  COUNTY 


expensive,  but  he  managed  to  secure  the  funds  and  in  1888  landed  at  Quebec, 
whence  he  came  directly  to  Cumberland,  Wis.  For  two  years  after  his  arrival 
he  worked  in  the  woods  and  in  sawmills.  Anxious,  however,  to  lose  no  time  in 
beginning  the  development  of  a  farm,  in  1890  he  bought  120  acres  of  wild  land 
in  Section  26,  Lakeland  Township,  which  he  began  to  improve  by  the  erection 
of  a  set  of  log  buildings.  In  course  of  time  he  cleared  60  acres  of  the  land  and 
developed  it  into  a  good  farm.  He  also  took  an  active  part  in  helping  to  im¬ 
prove  the  township  by  building  roads  and  encouraging  the  advent  of  new 
settlers.  For  several  years  he  was  road  superintendent  and  also  served  on  the 
school  board  of  District  No.  6.  In  1911  he  retired  from  active  work  on  the  farm, 
but  has  since  continued  to  reside  on  it,  making  his  home  with  his  son,  Martin. 
His  wife  died  Nov.  30,  1920.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran 
Church.  His  long  career  in  the  township  has  made  him  acquainted  with  all 
the  old  settlers  and  most  of  the  later  ones,  and  he  himself,  is  one  of  the  best 
known  and  most  highly  respected  citizens  within  its  limits.  He  and  his  wife 
have  been  the  parents  of  eight  children,  of  whom  six  are  now  living,  the  record 
being  as  follows:  Martin,  Paulina,  now  Mrs.  Andrew  Flottum  of  Cumber¬ 
land;  Mike,  who  is  separately  mentioned  in  this  volume;  Christ,  now  de¬ 
ceased;  Ole,  connected  with  the  Hines  Mercantile  Co.  of  Cumberland;  Andrew, 
who  died  in  infancy;  Gunhild,  now  Mrs.  Herman  Peterson  of  Cumberland,  and 
Mattie,  who  is  the  wife  of  Morris  Berklund  of  Polk  County. 

Mike  Paulson,  a  well  known  and  successful  farmer  of  Lakeland  Township, 
of  which  he  is  one  of  the  supervisors,  was  born  in  Norway,  April  25,  1872,  son 
of  Sever  and  Carrie  (Nickelson)  Paulson.  In  1888,  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  he 
accompanied  his  parents  to  America,  the  family  settling  first  at  Cumberland, 
Wis.  He  had  attended  school  in  his  native  land,  and  continued  his  studies  for 
a  while  in  Barron  County,  but  after  1890,  when  his  father  bought  a  farm,  or 
rather,  wild  land  in  Lakeland  Township,  he  had  to  make  himself  useful  and 
subsequently  took  an  active  part  in  developing  the  place.  After  working  for  his 
father  until  1902  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Beaver  Dam  Lumber  Co.  at 
Cumberland.  In  1910  he  bought  80  acres  in  Section  26,  Lakeland  Township, 
and  began  an  independent  career  as  an  agriculturist.  Of  this  land  he  has 
cleared  30  acres,  and  also  erected  a  gtanary,  woodshed  and  machine  shed,  and 
rebuilt  the  house  and  barn.  He  is  enjoying  a  prosperous  career,  and  aside  from 
his  direct  farming  interests  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers’  Light  and  Power 
Co.,  the  Silver  Lake  Cheese  Factory  and  the  Section  Ten  Cheese  Factory;  a 
director  in  the  McKinley  Telephone  Co.,  and  the  Cumberland  Live  Stock  Ship¬ 
ping  Association,  and  a  member  of  the  Farm  Bureau.  In  1915  he  was  elected 
township  supervisor,  in  which  office  he  is  still  serving,  and  during  the  same 
pevpd  he  has  served  as  school  treasurer.  At  present  also  he  is  acting  as  road 
superintendent  of  his  district.  Mr.  Paulson  was  married  April  6,  1901,  to 
Christie  Lovaas,  who  was  born  in  Norway  March  22,  1876,  daughter  of  Olous 
and  Carrie  Lovaas.  Her  mother  died  in  1917,  but  her  father  survives  and  is 
now  residing  in  Cumberland.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paulson  are  members  of  the  Nor¬ 
wegian  Lutheran  Church.  They  have  an  adopted  daughter,  Nora,  who  was 
born  Aug.  31,  1905. 

Mathias  Arnes,  postmaster  at  Barronett,  oldest  business  man  in  the  vil¬ 
lage,  and  one  of  the  organizers  and  original  owners  of  the  Barronett  State 
Bank,  was  born  in  Norway,  and  was  there  reared  and  educated.  In  his  native 
land  he  married  Lena  Olson,  the  daughter  of  a  neighbor.  In  1880  he  came  to 
America,  and  landed  in  Clear  Lake,  Polk  County,  Wis.,  with  but  fifteen  cents 
in  his  pocket.  Four  some  time  he  was  employed  in  logging  in  various  lumber 
camps  in  western  Wisconsin.  In  1886  he  came  to  Cumberland  and  entered 
the  employ  of  the  Beaver  Dam  Lumber  Co.  In  1893  he  gave  up  the  lumber 
business  and  homesteaded  80  acres  in  Burnett  County,  this  state.  He  devel¬ 
oped  and  improved  the  property,  and  there  carried  on  general  farming  until 
1901.  In  that  year  he  sold  out,  and  entered  the  employ  of  James  O.  Jenson, 
who  then  owned  a  general  store  at  Barronett.  Four  years  of  this  work  gave 
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him  much  experience  in  the  mercantile  line,  and  in  1906  with  his  brother, 
Steiner  Arnes,  and  Ed  Anderson,  he  started  in  the  general  store  business  at 
Barronett  for  himself.  Soon  afterward  he  bought  out  his  partners  and  has 
since  continued  in  business  with  increasing  success.  In  1920  he  took  his  sons, 
Harry  C.,  Melvin  and  Barney  as  partners.  In  1918  he  started  a  hardware 
store,  the  management  of  which  he  has  turned  over  to  his  son,  Melvin.  He 
started  dealing  in  potatoes  several  years  ago,  and  in  1915  built  a  potato  ware¬ 
house.  In  1916,  seeing  the  need  of  a  financial  institution  in  the  village,  he 
helped  to  organize  the  Barronett  State  Bank.  He  was  appointed  postmaster 
in  1906,  and  has  since  conducted  the  office  in  his  store. 

Harry  C.  Arnes,  town  clerk  and  prosperous  farmer  of  Lakeland  Township, 
was  born  in  Burnett  County,  this  state,  Dec.  26,  1895,  the  son  of  Mathias  and 
Lena  (Olson)  Arnes.  He  attended  the  schools  of  his  native  township,  and  per¬ 
fected  this  with  courses  in  the  Capital  City  Commercial  College  at  Madison, 
Wis.  Then  he  worked  with  his  father  until  1916,  when  he  rented  a  farm.  In 
1918  he  bought  100  acres  in  Section  5,  Lakeland  Township.  He  has  built  up  a 
good  place,  has  named  it  the  Pleasant  View  farm,  and  has  been  successful  in 
his  operations.  His  herd  is  of  grade  Guernseys,  headed  by  a  full  blooded  sire. 
His  swine  are  pure  blooded  Duroc  Jerseys.  In  1919  he  was  elected  to  his 
present  position  as  town  clerk,  and  is  filling  the  position  with  efficiency.  Mr. 
Arnes  was  married  June  20,  1916,  to  Ruth  Loomis,  daughter  of  Clarence  and 
Chrissie  (Tonolli)  Loomis,  of  this  county.  He  and  his  wife  have  two  children: 
Harriet,  born  May  19,  1917;  and  Lyle,  born  Jan.  21,  1920.  The  family  faith  is 
that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Christ  Anderson,  a  pioneer  settler  of  Lakeland  Township,  where  he  is  now 
living  retired  from  active  work,  was  born  in  Norway  Oct.  9,  1852.  He  grew 
up  in  his  native  land,  attending  school  and  later  doing  farm  work  until  1874, 
when,  as  a  young  man  of  22  years,  full  of  strength  and  ambition,  he  cut  loose 
from  home  ties  and  emigrated  to  the  United  States.  From  New  York,  where 
he  landed,  he  went  to  Lansing,  Iowa,  where,  however,  he  remained  but  a  short 
time,  soon  coming  to  Menomonie,  Wis.,  and  entering  the  employ  of  Knapp, 
Stout  &  Co.  In  1876  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  took  a  homestead  of  80 
acres  in  Section  26,  Lakeland  Township.  The  land  of  course  was  wild,  as  he 
was  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  the  township.  As  such  he  had  pioneer  work  to 
do.  He  cut  the  trail  to  Cumberland  which  is  now  the  main  road  to  that  place, 
and  used  to  fetch  his  provisions  from  Rice  Lake  before  the  village  of  Cumber¬ 
land  was  started.  Until  1897  he  resided  on  his  land  in  Section  26,  of  which  he 
cleared  20  acres,  besides  erecting  log  buildings.  He  then  sold  it  and  bought 
80  acres  in  Section  13,  the  same  township,  which  tract,  after  improving  it,  he 
sold  in  1909.  In  the  same  year  he  bought  his  present  place  in  Section  25,  which 
he  has  since  cleared  and  provided  with  buildings.  In  1911  he  gave  up  the 
active  work  of  the  farm  and  has  since  lived  a  life  of  comparative  leisure. 
Among  Mr.  Anderson’s  early  labors  was  the  building  of  the  road  from  the 
Robertson  farm  to  Pipe  Lake.  He  was  a  member  of  the  first  school  board  in 
the  township,  serving  as  its  treasurer  for  five  years.  His  long  residence  in  the 
county  has  made  him  one  of  its  best  known  citizens  and  he  has  a  wide  circle  of 
friends  and  acquaintances  of  all  ages  and  conditions.  He  is  affiliated  religiously 
with  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church.  Mr.  Anderson  was  married  May  6, 
1876,  to  Johanna  Hanson,  who  was  born  in  Norway  Dec.  19,  1857.  She  passed 
to  the  higher  life  June  30,  1911,  leaving  four  children:  Lena,  now  Mrs.  Clint 
Beardsley  of  Rice  Lake,  Wis.;  Carrie,  wife  of  Anton  Balmer  of  Lakeland  Town¬ 
ship;  Christina,  wife  of  John  Snekvik  of  Duluth,  Minn.,  and  Dave,  who  is  a 
farmer  in  Lakeland  Township. 

Dave  Anderson,  a  well  known  and  successful  farmer  of  Section  26,  Lake¬ 
land  Township,  and  the  son  of  one  of  its  pioneers,  was  born  in  this  township, 
Aug.  2,  1888,  son  of  Christ  and  Johanna  (Hanson)  Anderson.  He  was  edu¬ 
cated  in  the  district  school  and  subsequently  until  1911  worked  for  his  father. 
In  that  year  the  latter  retired  and  Dave  then  bought  80  acres  in  Section  26, 
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of  which  he  has  since  cleared  20  acres  besides  erecting  buildings.  He  is  doing 
a  successful  business  as  a  general  farmer  and  dairyman,  his  cattle  being  grade 
Holsteins.  He  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Silver  Lake  cheese  factory.  On 
June  18,  1912,  Dave  Anderson  was  united  in  marriage  with  Elsie  B.  Cox,  who 
was  born  in  Bear  Lake  Township,  Aug.  20,  1894,  daughter  of  William  and  Iva 
(Stevens)  Cox,  her  parents  being  prominent  farmers  of  that  township.  Of  this 
union  two  children  have  been  born:  Bernice  J.,  May  26,  1916,  and  Clarence 
B.,  March  28,  1918. 

Martin  Vogt,  who  is  profitably  engaged  in  farming  and  poultry  raising  in 
Crystal  Lake  Township,  of  which  he  is  a  public  official,  was  born  in  Jackson 
County,  Illinois,  Aug.  16,  1888,  son  of  Hans  H.  and  Alvina  (Schroeder)  Vogt. 
The  father,  a  native  of  Germany,  came  to  America  in  1870,  settling  in  Jackson 
County,  Illinois,  and  remaining  there  until  1911,  when  he  came  to  Barron 
County,  Wisconsin,  and  bought  80  acres  in  Crystal  Lake  Township,  Section  7. 
After  a  residence  of  one  year  on  this  place  he  retired  and  took  up  his  residence 
at  Turtle  Lake,  where  he  died  in  1917.  His  wife,  Alvina,  who  was  born  in 
Missouri,  is  still  living  at  Turtle  Lake.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven  chil¬ 
dren,  of  whom  there  are  now  six  survivors,  namely,  Fred  H.,  Anna,  Martin, 
Henry,  Ernest  and  Julius.  Martin  Vogt  attended  school  in  his  native  state  of 
Illinois,  and  at  an  early  age  became  his  father’s  assistant  on  the  home  farm. 
After  working  for  his  parents  until  1912,  he  rented  their  farm  in  Crystal  Lake 
Township,  and  so  operated  it  until  1919,  when  it  became  his  own  property 
through  purchase.  Its  present  condition  is  chiefly  the  result  of  his  own  labor, 
as  it  was  he  who  cleared  and  broke  the  land  and  made  most  of  the  important 
improvements.  Among  the  latter  is  a  fine,  large  chicken  house.  Mr.  Vogt 
makes  a  specialty  of  raising  pure  bred  White  Leghorn  chickens,  of  which  at 
the  present  time  he  has  a  flock  of  about  one  thousand.  His  operations  have 
been  successful,  and  in  spite  of  occasional  drawbacks  he  has  continued  to 
prosper.  He  donated  land  for  the  new  Woodside  School,  his  interest  in  educa¬ 
tional  matters  being  further  manifested  by  his  service  as  clerk  of  the  school 
board,  District  No.  18.  In  1921  he  was  elected  town  treasurer.  The  Lutheran 
Church  numbers  him  among  its  useful  and  consistent  members.  Mr.  Vogt  was 
married  Dec.  26,  1912,  to  Clara  Ruehling,  who  was  born  Jan.  26,  1888,  daughter 
of  Frank  and  Madeline  (Feig)  Ruehling,  then  residents  of  Cape  Girardeau 
County,  Missouri.  Mrs.  Vogt’s  mother  died  in  1890,  being  survived  by  her 
husband,  who  now  lives  in  Missouri.  To.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Martin  Vogt  three  chil¬ 
dren  have  been  born:  Malinda  M.,  Dec.  16,  1913;  Harold  G.,  Dec.  17,  1915,  and 
Edgar  A.,  April  15,  1919. 

August  F.  Pieper,  for  many  years  a  venerable  and  highly  respected  resi¬ 
dent  of  Cameron,  now  deceased,  was  born  on  a  farm  in  Germany,  Nov.  13,  1842, 
one  of  the  five  children  of  John  and  Wilhelmina  (Bonflect)  Pieper.  He  grew  to 
adult  years  in  his  native  land,  and  on  March  28,  1867  married  Henrietta  Bortz, 
born  in  that  country  March  1,  1840,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Fredericka 
(Schultz)  Bortz.  In  1875  he  determined  that  his  growing  family  should  have 
the  wider  and  better  opportunities  of  America.  Accordingly  he  bade  farewell 
to  the  scenes  of  his  boyhood,  and  the  land  where  his  ancestors  had  lived  for  so 
many  generations,  and  started  for  the  United  States  with  his  wife  and  two 
children,  Otelia  and  Elizabeth.  They  came  directly  to  New  Auburn,  in  Chip¬ 
pewa  County,  where  they  had  friends.  From  there  he  drove  into  Barron 
County  by  ox  team,  and  settled  on  a  homestead  of  80  acres  of  wild  land  in  Sec¬ 
tion  31,  Sumner  Township,  not  far  from  the  site  of  the  old  village  of  Sumner. 
He  built  a  small  frame  house  and  a  log  barn,  and  started  to  clear  the  land.  It 
was  a  year  later  before  he  got  his  first  cow.  At  first  he  had  little  with  which  to 
carry  on  his  farming  operations.  Grain  was  harvested  with  a  cradle.  Pro¬ 
visions  were  brought  in  afoot.  The  wife  spun  wool,  knit  socks,  mittens  and 
jackets,  and  wove  linen  cloth.  Together  they  toiled  through  the  hardships  and 
in  time  attained  prosperity.  Two  more  children,  Clara,  (Mrs.  Frank  Draak) 
and  Otto  (deceased),  were  born  on  the  farm.  Mr.  Pieper  was  most  highly 
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esteemed  in  his  community  and  for  ten  years  did  good  service  on  the  school 
board.  Of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pieper  it  was  said:  “In  1904,  after  a  long  and  useful 
career  as  hard  workers,  they  moved  to  Cameron  where  they  have  a  pleasant 
home,  and  where  they  are  enjoying  the  reward  of  rest  and  comfort  their  ardu¬ 
ous  toil  has  well  deserved.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pieper  are  genial,  kindly  people,  and 
are  held  in  the  highest  respect  and  love  by  all  who  know  them.  They  have 
weathered  the  storms  of  life  themselves,  and  know  how  to  give  advice  to  the 
younger  people.  Their  home  is  one  of  hospitality  and  good  cheer,  and  their 
doors  are  always  open  to  their  friends.  They  are  good  people  and  good  neigh¬ 
bors,  and  they  have  been  faithful  to  every  obligation  of  life.  The  family  faith 
is  that  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church  in  which  Mr.  Pieper  held  offices.” 
Mr.  Pieper  died  May  5,  1921,  and  his  death  was  most  sincerely  mourned. 

George  H.  Prock,  real  estate  dealer  of  Rice  Lake,  was  born  in  Jefferson 
County,  Wisconsin,  July  27,  1858,  son  of  George  and  Catherine  Prock,  who  were 
born  in  Bavaria,  were  there  married  March  17,  1850,  and  in  1851  came  to 
America  and  located  in  Jefferson  County,  Wisconsin,  and  engaged  in  farming, 
later  moving  to  Monroe  County,  in  the  same  state,  where  they  were  similarly 
employed  for  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  the  father,  who  was  born  April 
24,  1821,  dying  March  3,  1896,  and  the  mother,  who  was  born  Jan.  27,  1831, 
dying  March  17,  1874.  In  the  family  there  were  seven  children:  Michael, 
George  H.,  Catherine  and  Mary  (twins),  Theresa,  Celia  and  Babara  William. 
George  H.  received  his  education  in  the  Pine  Hollow  District,  Jefferson  Town¬ 
ship,  Monroe  County,  Wisconsin,  and  remained  with  his  parents  until  twenty- 
five  years  of  age,  working  on  the  farm,  in  the  lumber  woods  and  in  a  barrel 
stave  factory.  Then  he  went  to  Clark  County,  also  in  this  state,  and  was  there 
variously  employed,  mostly  in  the  lumber  business,  working  in  sawmills  and  a 
barrel  stave  factory,  and  doing  other  work  as  well.  He  came  to  Barron  County 
in  the  fall  of  1892  and  from  then  until  1902,  with  the  exception  of  three  years 
when  he  engaged  in  logging  in  Sumner  Township,  this  county,  he  engaged  in 
farming  and  land  dealing.  His  first  farm  consisted  of  80  acres  in  Oak  Grove 
Township,  which  he  broke  and  developed.  With  this  beginning  he  continued 
to  buy  land,  selling  on  the  increasing  real  estate  market,  and  at  times  owning 
several  hundred  acres  in  the  process  of  development.  In  1912  he  gave  up  farm¬ 
ing  entirely  and  has  since  continued  to  devote  his  attention  to  the  real  estate 
business.  He  is  one  of  the  best  judges  of  land  in  the  county,  he  is  ever  willing 
to  give  his  patrons  the  benefit  and  knowledge  of  his  experience,  and  hundreds 
of  satisfied  customers  testify  to  the  success  with  which  he  has  met  in  locating 
good  farmers  upon  desirable  farms.  From  the* first  he  has  been  a  believer 
in  the  agricultural  possibilities  of  the  county,  and  is  conceded  to  be  the  first 
man  who  shipped  hay  and  potatoes  out  of  Rice  Lake,  an  industry  which  has 
since  grown  to  considerable  proportions.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Catholic  Foresters  and  the  Modern  Woodmen,  while  his  wife  is  a  popular  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Catholic  Foresters  and  the  Royal  Neighbors.  Mr.  Prock  was  married 
in  Clark  County,  this  state,  March  24,  1884,  to  Catherine  Wiesner,  who  was 
born  on  Oct.  24,  1867,  daughter  of  Fred  and  Caroline  Wiesner.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Prock  are  the  parents  of  fourteen  children:  Michael  A.,  Francis  J.,  Mary  E., 
Martin  J.,  Clara  J.,  Laura  C.,  and  Anna  B.  are  living;  Theresa,  George,  Ma¬ 
thias,  Mary  and  Joseph,  and  two  unnamed  infants  are  dead. 

K.  E.  Rasmussen,  attorney  and  agriculturist,  former  Assemblyman  and 
for  many  years  a  member  of  the  county  board,  was  born  in  Laaland,  Denmark, 
Oct.  17,  1860,  son  of  Ole  and  Marie  (Smith)  Rasmussen,  natives  of  that  place. 
The  father  came  to  America  in  1865  followed  two  years  later  by  the  mother 
and  children.  For  some  years  they  lived  in  Waukesha  County,  this  state, 
where  the  father  worked  at  bridge  construction  and  at  farming.  Later  they 
moved  to  Adams  County,  this  state,  where  the  father  died  in  1871  and  the 
mother  in  1899.  In  the  family  there  were  four  children:  Hannah  (deceased), 
K.  E.,  of  Rice  Lake,  and  C.  H.,  who  is  conducting  a  ranch  at  the  Bitterroot 
Valley  in  Montana.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  his  early  training  in 
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the  public  schools.  He  took  up  the  study  of  law  in  1881.  In  1882  he  became 
a  student  of  W.  P.  Swift,  who  had  offices  at  Barron  and  Rice  Lake.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  1884  and  opened  an  office  at  Rice  Lake;  practicing  law, 
and  handling  insurance,  real  estate  and  loans.  He  took  up  farming  in  1914  on 
his  place  in  Doyle  Township,  where  he  specializes  in  Shorthorn  cattle.  He 
still  retains  his  residence  at  35  West  Stout  street,  in  the  city.  He  has  been 
justice  and  town  clerk  in  Stanfold  Township,  and  city  attorney  in  Rice  Lake. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  county  board  for  twenty-five  years,  serving  once  for 
nineteen  consecutive  years,  and  once  for  six  years.  In  the  interim  in  1899 
and  1901  he  served  with  credit  in  the  Assembly.  He  is  highly  regarded  in  the 
community  and  held  in  the  best  esteem.  Mr.  Rasmussen  was  married  Aug. 
8,  1888,  to  Fannie  E.  Chamberlain  of  Eau  Claire,  and  this  union  has  been 
blessed  with  eight  children:  Harold  E.,  who  married  Elma  Gilstad;  Holden  V.; 
Daniel  P. ;  Dayton  0.,  who  married  Florella  Slater;  Lucile  A.,  Holland  E., 
Allerton  K.  and  Behring  W. 

August  H.  Lentz,  a  retired  farmer  and  respected  citizen,  residing  at  Rice 
Lake,  was  born  in  Friesland,  Germany,  Nov.  3,  1872,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 
Lentz.  He  was  ten  years  old  when  he  came  to  America,  his  parents  settling 
on  a  farm  in  Dallas  Township.  There  he  attended  school  for  a  limited  period 
only,  as  he  had  to  help  his  father  on  the  farm,  which  was  very  little  improved. 
The  work  was  hard  but  necessary  and  was  continued  on  the  home  place  until 
he  was  15,  after  which  he  began  working  for  others  and  became  self-sup¬ 
porting.  At  last  the  time  came  when  he  was  able  to  start  out  for  himself,  and 
was  marked  by  a  double  event — his  marriage  and  his  first  purchase  of  land. 
Both  happened  in  1896,  his  marriage  on  June  9,  uniting  him  with  Hulda  Kra¬ 
mer,  a  native  of  Illinois.  The  farm  he  bought  on  the  26th  of  the  same  month, 
and  was  simply  80  acres  of  wild  land  in  Barron  Township.  Instead  of  settling 
on  it,  however,  he  went  to  work  in  the  grist  mill  of  J.  W.  Taylor  of  Barron,  for 
whom  he  worked  seven  years.  He  then  secured  a  lumbering  contract  from  the 
A.  Y.  Felton  Company,  and  in  their  interests  spent  a  year  at  Lehi,  Wis.,  but 
this  enterprise  proved  unfortunate,  as  he  came  out  of  it  eighty  dollars  behind. 
For  three  years  after  that  he  was  in  the  service  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railway, 
as  a  member  of  a  wrecking  crew,  with  headquarters  at  Chicago,  where  he 
resided.  By  the  end  of  that  time  he  had  paid  for  his  farm  and  had  $100  over. 
Therefore,  returning  to  Barron,  he  began  the  cultivation  of  the  farm,  on  which 
he  gradually  erected  substantial  buildings  to  the  value  of  over  $11,000,  the 
barn  having  concrete  floors  and  a  stone  basement  under  all.  Mr.  Lentz  re¬ 
mained  there  until  June,  1919,  when,  his  health  having  become  impaired 
through  hard  work,  he  sold  his  farm  and  retired  to  Rice  Lake,  where  he  owns 
a  good  home.  He  is  a  Republican  politically,  while  his  religious  affiliations 
are  with  the  German  Lutheran  Church  of  Rice  Lake.  He  and  his  wife  are  the 
parents  of  two  daughters :  Anna,  born  July  31,  1897,  who  is  the  wife  of  Ernest 
Koepp  of  Barron ;  and  Mildred,  born  Jan.  26,  1907,  who  is  residing  at  home. 

John  Lentz,  who  helped  to  increase  the  agricultural  wealth  of  Barron 
County  by  the  development  of  a  farm  in  Dallas  Township,  was  born  in  Ger¬ 
many,  where  he  grew  to  manhood  and  married.  With  his  family  he  came  to 
America  in  1882,  continuing  his  journey  directly  to  Menomonie,  Wis.,  where  he 
arrived  in  June,  and  soon  after  settling  in  Dallas  Township,  Barron  County, 
where  he  bought  166  acres  of  mostly  wild  land  on  which  were  some  poor  build¬ 
ings.  From  this  inauspicious  beginning,  through  hard  work  he  advanced  grad¬ 
ually  in  prosperity,  in  time  becoming  the  owner  of  486  acres,  all  in  Barron 
County,  and  after  a  successful  career  retired,  settling  three  of  his  sons,  John 
C.,  Fred  C.  and  Ernest,  on  the  home  farm.  He  is  now  living  in  Ridgeland, 
Dunn  County,  having  with  his  residence  a  tract  of  five  acres.  He  and  his  wife 
had  eight  children,  of  whom  two  are  deceased.  The  living  are:  Otilia,  who  is 
the  widow  of  Herman  Kruger  and  resides  in  Barron  Township;  August  H.,  of 
Rice  Lake,  this  county;  John  of  Dallas  Township;  Clara,  now  Mrs.  Gust  Prell 
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of  Bloomer,  Wis. ;  Fred,  of  Dunn  County,  and  Ernest,  who  is  still  on  the  home 
farm  in  Dallas  Township. 

Martin  A.  Miller,  supervisor  on  the  town  board  of  Arland  Township,  and 
proprietor  of  a  flourishing  farm  of  80  acres,  was  born  in  Norway,  Sept.  11, 
1867,  son  of  Andrew  and  Mary  (Hanson)  Miller.  The  parents  were  also  na¬ 
tives  of  that  country,  the  father  during  his  active  career  being  a  mason  and 
farmer.  He  was  born  June  13,  1829,  and  died  fn  November,  1917.  The  mother 
died  Jan.  11,  1891.  They  had  a  family  of  five  children:  Martin  A.,  subject 
of  this  sketch;  John  and  Sever,  who  are  farmers  in  Arland  Township;  Anna, 
now  Mrs.  Edward  Storm  of  Minneapolis,  and  Maren  of  Norway.  Martin  A. 
was  educated  in  his  native  land,  where  he  learned  and  followed  the  black¬ 
smith’s  trade.  In  1892  he  emigrated,  landing  at  Boston,  April  21.  From  that 
city  he  went  to  Sacred  Heart,  Minn.,  then  to  Maynard,  Minn.,  where  he  worked 
at  his  trade  for  two  years.  In  1894  he  transferred  his  energies  to  Barron 
County,  Wisconsin,  locating  first  at  Turtle  Lake.  For  two  winters  he  worked 
in  the  woods,  then  in  1896  he  established  a  blacksmith’s  shop  at  Turtle  Lake 
which  he  operated  till  1914.  During  his  stay  there  he  served  eleven  years  as 
a  member  of  the  village  council.  In  1915  Mr.  Miller  bought  100  acres  of  wild 
land  in  Section  17,  Arland  Township,  of  which  he  later  sold  20  acres  and 
cleared  40.  He  has  remodeled  the  buildings  and  put  an  addition  to  the  barn, 
and  is  conducting  a  general  farming  and  dairy  business  with  satisfactory  finan¬ 
cial  results,  keeping  mixed  Guernsey  cattle.  In  1916,  1917  and  1918  he  served 
as  assessor  of  Arland  Township,  and  in  1921  was  elected  supervisor.  He  is 
fraternally  affiliated  with  the  Beavers  and  Odd  Fellows  at  Turtle  Lake,  and 
religiously  with  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church.  July  18,  1903,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Hilda  Anderson,  who  was  born  in  Renville  County,  Minnesota, 
Jan.  22,  1880,  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Bertha  (Peterson)  Anderson.  Her 
parents  came  to  the  United  States  from  Norway  in  the  late  sixties,  settling  near 
Gr&nite  Falls,  Minn.,  where  for  many  years  they  were  engaged  in  farming.  They 
are  now  retired  and  reside  in  Granite  Falls.  They  have  had  seven  children : 
Amelia,  Martin,  Betsey,  Hilda,  Inga,  Anna  and  Christina,  of  whom  the  two  last 
mentioned  are  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  have  one  child,  Goldie  O., 
who  was  born  April  23,  1914. 

Martin  P.  Miller,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Arland  Township,  residing  on  the 
old  Ostgaard  farm  which  he  purchased  a  year  or  two  ago,  was  born  in  Norway, 
Dec.  1,  1880,  son  of  Peter  A.  and  Sarina  (Anderson)  Miller.  In  1885,  a  child 
of  five  years,  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  America,  the  family  settling  in 
Arland  Township.  Here  he  attended  school  in  District  No.  4.  Subsequently 
he  worked  for  and  with  his  father  until  1905,  in  which  year  he  bought  120 
acres  in  Section  29,  Arland  Township,  of  which  he  partly  cleared  30  acres,  in 
1907  building  a  house,  barn  and  outbuildings.  There  he  lived  until  1920,  when 
he  bought  the  Ostgaard  homestead  of  80  acres  in  Section  32.  This  farm  has 
an  area  of  200  acres  and  Mr.  Miller  is  here  carrying  on  a  mixed  farming  and 
dairying  business,  keeping  mixed  grade  cattle  with  a  high  grade  Guernsey 
sire.  His  operations  are  conducted  on  a  profitable  basis  and  he  has  taken  his 
place  among  the  well-to-do  citizens  of  his  township.  On  the  death  of  his  father 
Mr.  Miller  became  the  treasurer  of  Concordia  church,  in  which  position  he  is 
still  serving,  and  for  nine  years  he  has  been  treasurer  of  District  No.  4  school 
board.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Farm  Bureau  and  also  of  the  Farmers  Shipping 
Association  at  Poskin.  On  Oct.  20,  1906,  Mr.  Miller  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Anna  Aker,  who  was  born  in  Arland  Township,  Dec.  14,  1886,  daughter 
of  John  and  Beret  (Erlien)  Aker.  Her  parents  who  came  to  America  from 
Norway  in  1880,  settled  on  80  acres  of  wild  land  in  Section  19,  Arland  Town¬ 
ship,  which  they  subsequently  developed  into  a  farm.  The  mother  died  Dec. 
24,  1892,  and  the  father  Sept.  18,  1894.  Thus  left  an  orphan  at  an  early  age, 
Anna  Aker  made  her  home  in  the  family  of  Solan  Ostgaard  until  her  marriage. 
The  matrimonial  felicity  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  has  been  heightened  by  the 
birth  of  five  children,  all  now  living,  namely:  ’  Albert  S.,  born  March  7,  1907; 
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Peter,  March  8,  1909;  John  B.,  Oct.  5,  1911;  Selma  A.,  Feb.  5,  1914,  and  Melvin 
A.,  Jan.  7,  1917.  The  Miller  family  are  connected  religiously  with  Concordia 
church  and  are  socially  popular  throughout  their  neighborhood. 

Soland  Ostgaard,  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Arland  Township,  who 
still  resides  on  his  old  homestead  in  Section  32,  was  born  in  Norway,  Nov.  5, 
1843.  After  attending  school  he  became  a  farm  laborer,  which  occupation  he 
followed  in  his  native  land  until  1872,  when  he  came  to  America,  landing  at 
Quebec  June  21.  From  that  port  he  came  directly  to  Madison,  Wis.,  thence 
going  to  Menomonie,  Wis.,  where  he  entered  the  employ  of  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co., 
who  employed  him  in  their  sawmills  for  about  two  years.  In  1874  Mr.  Ost¬ 
gaard  came  to  Barron  County  and  took  a  homestead  of  80  acres  in  Section  32, 
Arland  Township,  the  country  being  so  wild  that  he  had  to  cut  a  trail  to  his 
property.  His  provisions  he  had  to  bring  from  Prairie  Farm,  carrying  them 
in  a  pack  on  his  back,  and  he  frequently  carried  his  butter  to  Cumberland  to 
sell.  For  many  years  he  worked  for  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.,  logging  and  driving. 
During  the  first  five  years  on  his  farm  he  used  oxen  for  the  draught  work,  and 
then  got  a  horse  team.  He  also  helped  to  build  roads,  and  his  first  road  in  the 
township  went  by  his  farm  on  the  Hay  river.  Mr.  Ostgaard  cleared  40  acres 
of  his  land  and  erected  a  full  set  of  buildings.  Some  of  the  original  log  struc¬ 
tures  are  still  standing  on  the  place.  He  also  helped  to  build  Concordia  church, 
donating  some  of  the  lumber  for  it.  One  of  the  active  and  stirring  citizens  of 
his  township  he  took  a  prominent  part  in  everything  calculated  for  its  ad¬ 
vancement  and  was  widely  known  and  respected  as  one  of  its  most  useful 
citizens.  After  carrying  on  his  farm  successfully  until  1920,  Mr.  Ostgaard 
sold  it  to  Martin  P.  Miller  and  retired  from  active  work,  but  continues  to  re¬ 
side  on  the  old  homestead.  He  was  married  in  1872  to  Argot  Grue,  who  passed 
away  April  13,  1918.  They  had  but  one  child,  John,  who  passed  away  when 
three  years  old. 

Peter  A.  Miller,  Sr.,  for  many  years  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Arland 
Township,  but  now  deceased,  was  a  native  of  Norway,  where  he  grew  to  man¬ 
hood  and  was  married.  In  1884  he  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  leaving  his 
family  behind  to  rejoin  him  a  year  later.  Landing  at  New  York,  he  came  di¬ 
rectly  to  Menomonie,  Wis.,  and  thence  to  Barron  County,  where  for'  a  short 
time  he  lived  with  Ole  Johnston's  family.  In  1887  Mr.  Miller  bought  a  home¬ 
stead  right  of  80  acres  of  wild  land  in  Section  20,  Arland  Township,  on  which 
he  erected  a  set  of  buildings  and  proceeded  to  make  a  home.  At  several  dif¬ 
ferent  times  he  bought  more  land  and  at  one  time  owned  several  hundred 
acres  in  Arland  Township.  He  also  owned  a  half  interest  with  Even  Larson 
in  the  first  sawmill  in  the  township.  On  his  original  homestead  Mr.  Miller 
cleared  50  acres,  besides  parts  of  his  other  property.  Identifying  himself 
closely  with  the  affairs  of  the  township,  he  proved  a  useful  citizen  in  various 
ways,  helping  to  build  roads,  serving  several  years  as  pathmaster,  for  many 
years  as  treasurer  of  the  school  board  of  District  No.  4,  and  as  assessor  of 
Arland  Township  from  the  time  it  was  set  off  until  his  death.  He  also  helped 
to  build  Concordia  church,  of  which  he  was  treasurer  till  his  death.  In  1914 
he  retired  from  active  farm  work,  and  a  few  months  later,  on  Feb.  6,  1915,  he 
passed  away  to  the  sorrow  of  the  entire  community.  Mr.  Miller  was  married  in 
Norway  to  Sarina  Anderson,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  seven  children: 
Charles,  a  farmer  in  Arland  Township;  Sina,  wife  of  Hans  Holverson  of  Turtle 
Lake;  Martin  P.,  a  farmer  in  Arland  Township;  Peder  A.,  now  proprietor  of 
the  home  farm,  his  mother  residing  with  him;  and  Peder,  Martha  and  Anna, 
who  are  deceased. 

Peder  A.  Miller,  who  is  successfully  operating  as  general  farmer  and 
dairyman  the  farm  in  Arland  Township  which  was  established  by  his  father 
34  years  ago,  was  born  in  this  township,  Jan.  8,  1887,  son  of  Peter  A.  and 
Sarina  (Anderson)  Miller.  The  year  of  his  birth  was  that  in  which  his  father 
bought  his  original  80  acres  in  Section  20,  so  that  he  has  grown  up  with  the 
old  home.  As  a  boy  he  attended  school  in  District  No.  4  and  subsequently  be- 
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came  his  father's  assistant  on  the  farm.  In  1914,  on  his  father’s  retirement 
he  rented  it,  and,  having  since  bought  the  interests  of  the  other  heirs,  it  is 
now  his  own  property.  It  consists  of  204%  acres  in  Sections  20  and  21,  of 
which  he  has  himself  cleared  15  acres,  besides  remodeling  the  buildings,  and 
erecting  a  garage,  silo  and  chicken  house.  His  cattle  are  mixed,  but  his  herd 
includes  a  pure  bred  Holstein  sire.  Mr.  Miller  was  married  Sept.  20,  1913,  to 
Thora  Gilbertson,  who  was  born  in  Norway,  May  30,  1894,  daughter  of  Gilbert 
Tuftin  and  Gulberg  (Anderson)  Tuftin.  Her  parents,  who  came  to  America 
in  1907,  are  now  residing  in  the  village  of  Arland,  this  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Miller  are  the  parents  of  three  children:  Gena  L.,  born  July  10,  1914;  Peter 
G.,  Dec.  16,  1917,  and  Edna  V.,  Jan.  29,  1921.  The  family  are  affiliated  re¬ 
ligiously  with  the  Concordia  Lutheran  Church. 

Jacob  Jackson,  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  Arland  Township,  who 
has  taken  a  prominent  part  in  its  upbuilding  and  development  and  is  now  en¬ 
joying  a  prosperous  career,  the  result  of  his  own  industry  and  enterprise,  was 
born  in  Sweden,  June  18,  1865,  son  of  Andrew  and  Carrie  (Anderson)  Jacob¬ 
son.  He  was  educated  in  his  native  land,  where  he  learned  the  carpenter’s 
trade.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  lost  his  parents,  who  both  died  in  October, 
1882.  In  May,  1893,  he  came  to  America,  landing  at  New  York  and  proceeding 
west  to  Barron  County,  Wisconsin.  In  Arland  Township  he  bought  40  acres 
of  land  located  on  Section  27,  and  subsequently  purchased  120  more,  bringing 
the  area  of  his  farm  up  to  160  acres.  Of  this  land  he  has  since  cleared  90 
acres,  He  erected  a  set  of  buildings  on  the  west  eighty,  where  he  lived  until 
1917.  Then  he  sold  that  part  of  the  farm  to  his  son,  Albert,  and  erected  a  new 
set  of  modern  buildings  on  the  east  eighty,  which  is  the  part  on  which  he  now 
lives,  and  where  he  carries  on  mixed  farming  and  dairying.  His  buildings  are 
illuminated  with  the  Delco  electric  light  system  and  the  aspect  of  his  place 
is  indicative  of  thrift  and  prosperity.  During  his  early  years  in  the  township 
Mr.  Jackson  proved  himself  a  useful  acquisition  in  many  ways.  He  helped  to 
build  roads  and  schools  and  was  always  ready  to  lend  a  hand  to  any  worthy 
enterprise,  a  characteristic  which  he  has  not  yet  lost.  For  three  years  he 
served  on  the  school  board  of  District  No.  6.  In  addition  to  his  farming  in¬ 
terests  he  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Barron  co-operative  creamery  and  the  Hills¬ 
dale  Western  Telephone  Co.  He  married  in  Sweden,  Margaret  Anderson,  who 
was  born  Aug.  28,  1866,  daughter  of  Andrus  and  Carrie  (Anderson)  Youren- 
son.  The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jackson  has  been  blessed  by  a  family  of  twelve 
children,  whose  record  in  brief  is  as  follows:  John  T.,  born  Oct.  31,  1889,  now 
a  carpenter  in  Duluth,  Minn.;  Albert,  born  June  18,  1891,  who  is  a  farmer  in 
Arland  Township;  Gunnar  E.,  born  Oct.  2,  1893,  now  a  farmer  in  Maple  Grove 
Township;  Mary  C.,  born  June  27,  1895,  who  married  Gust  Lindholm  and 
lives  in  Ortenville,  Minn.;  Aldridge  L.,  born  April  27,  1897;  Carl  H.,  born 
May  3,  1899;  Ernest  L.,  born  Dec.  26,  1900;  Otto  W.,  born  Feb.  6,  1903,  now 
in  La  Crosse,  Wis.;  Clara  T.,  born  March  31,  1905;  Anna  T.,  born  Dec.  14,  1906; 
Wallace  R.,  born  Feb.  17,  1908  and  Gladys  E.,  born  June  27,  1912.  The  family 
attend  the  Swedish  M.  E.  Church,  of  which  they  are  active  and  faithful  mem¬ 
bers.  Of  the  sons,  John  T.  and  Gunnar  E.  are  veterans  of  the  World  War. 
John  T.  enlisted  in  the  aviation  branch  of  the  service  at  Grand  Falls,  Mon¬ 
tana,  Dec.  5,  1917,  as  a  private.  He  was  sworn  in  at  Fort  George  Wright, 
Washington,  Dec.  10,  and  two  days  later  left  for  the  Kelley  Field,  near  San 
Antonio,  Texas,  where  he  was  attached  to  a  casual  squadron.  Jan.  20,  1918 
he  was  transferred  to  Camp  McArthur,  Waco,  Texas,  and  assigned  to  the  22nd 
Squadron,  Second  Provisional  Regiment,  Aviation  Section.  Later  he  was  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  833rd  Aero  Repair  Squadron,  and  equipped  for  overseas  service. 
His  next  camp  was  at  Field  2,  Hempstead,  Long  Island,  New  York,  where  he 
was  in  quarantine  for  a  while.  May  11,  he  sailed  on  the  “Anslem”  and  on  May 
23,  arrived  at  Liverpool.  He  marched  to  a  rest  camp  named  Knotty  Ash,  and 
on  May  25  arrived  at  Camp  Morn  Hill.  Later  he  was  sent  to  Camp  Flower 
Down,  near  Winchester,  England,  to  repair  hospitals.  June  6,  he  left  for 
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Camp  Cranwell,  near  Sleaford,  England,  an  old  naval  station  where  the  833rd 
Aero  Squadron  was  assigned  to  training  in  repairing  aeroplanes  under  the 
instructions  of  American  and  British' experts.  John  T.  was  engaged  in  “rig¬ 
ging”  air  ships  until  Armistice  Day,  1918.  He  arrived  in  the  United  States 
on  the  “Minnekahda”,  Dec.  5,  1918,  and  was  discharged  at  Camp  Mills,  Hemp¬ 
stead,  Long  Island,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  20,  1918.  Gunnar  Jackson  was  inducted  into 
the  United  States  service  at  Havre,  Montana,  Sept.  22,  1917,  left  there  the 
following  day,  and  arrived  at  Camp  Lewis,  Wash.,  with  the  second  draft  quota. 
Sept.  25.  There  he  was  assigned  to  the  348th  Federal  Army  organization.  He 
arrived  at  Camp  Mills,  New  Jersey,  July  6,  1918,  for  overseas  equipment,  and 
on  July  14,  sailed  on  the  S.  S.  “Caronia”.  He  arrived  at  Liverpool,  England, 
July  26,  and  on  July  26  sailed  from  South  Hampton,  arriving  at  La  Havre, 
France,  July  28.  At  Le  Cendre,  France,  which  he  reached  July  31,  the  unit 
was  drilled  and  equipped  with  heavy  guns  and  caterpillar  tractors.  The  unit 
left  there  Nov.  2,  loaded  at  Clearmont,  Nov.  3,  and  the  next  day  arrived  at 
Brocourt  Woods,  where  they  went  into  action  on  the  Meuse  Argonne  from 
Nov.  4,  until  Armistice  Day.  Nov.  27,  the  unit  started  on  its  march  with  the 
Army  of  Occupation  and  ate  Thanksgiving  dinner  at  Stenay.  The  march  con¬ 
tinued  through  Belgium  and  Luxembourg  into  Germany.  At  Sahlem,  Private 
Jackson  entered  the  motor  school.  Feb.  11,  1919,  the  return  trip  was  started 
in  box  cars.  Brest,  France,  was  reached  Feb.  16,  and  there  the  unit  was  at¬ 
tached  to  the  Engineers  for  five  weeks,  helping  to  improve  the  camp.  March 
23  the  unit  sailed  on  the  S.  S.  “Aquitania”  and  reached  Camp  Merritt  seven 
days  later.  Mr.  Jackson  was  discharged  at  Cheyenne,  Mont.,  April  20,  1919. 

Erick  N.  Bergstrom,  a  substantial  farmer  of  Section  28,  Arland  Township, 
was  born  in  Sweden,  June  19,  1861,  the  son  of  Nels  and  Margaret  (Anarson) 
Bergstrom,  both  of  whom  spent  the  span  of  their  years  in  that  country.  He 
attended  school  in  his  native  land,  worked  at  the  painting  trade  for  six  years, 
then  farmed  for  a  while,  then  clerked  in  a  mercantile  store  for  six  years,  and 
was  employed  in  the  paper  mills  for  twelve  years.  In  1909  he  came  to  America. 
He  landed  in  Philadelphia  and  came  directly  to  Barron  County,  where  for  a 
while  he  lived  with  his  brother,  Henry,  in  Arland  Township.  In  1910,  he 
bought  40  acres  in  Section  28,  Arland  Township.  This  was  all  wild  land  ex¬ 
cept  ten  acres  of  which  six  acres  had  been  broken.  He  has  put  up  a  good  set 
of  buildings,  and  cleared  about  25  acres.  Here  he  successfully  carries  on 
general  farming  and  dairying  along  modern  lines.  He  has  a  good  herd  of 
graded  Guernseys,  headed  by  a  full  blooded  sire.  He  stands  well  throughout 
the  community  and  is  respected  by  all  who  know  him.  Mr.  Bergstrom  was 
married  in  Sweden,  June  9,  1895,  to  Edla  C.  Broman,  who  was  born  in  that 
country,  March  14,  1870,  the  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Hilda  (Farnstrom)  Bro¬ 
man,  who  lived  and  died  in  Sweden.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bergstrom  have  had  six 
children.  Nels  H.  was  born  April  14,  1896,  and  died  eight  days  later.  Erick 
H.  was  born  April  25,  1897.  Thure  N.  was  born  May  10,  1899.  Hilda  M.  was 
born  Nov.  1,  1902.  Nels  E.  was  born  July  3,  1905.  Carl  H.  was  born  Jan.  25, 
1911.  All  the  children  except  Carl  H.  were  born  in  Sweden.  He  was  born  on 
this  farm. 

Louis  J.  Breen,  influential  citizen,  now  deceased,  eight  years  county  clerk, 
eight  years  chairman  of  Prairie  Farm  Township,  many  years  chairman  of  the 
county  board,  prosperous  farmer  of  Section  32,  Arland  Township,  and  a  most 
worthy  man  in  every  respect,  was  born  in  Osterdalen,  Norway,  Nov.  26,  1848, 
the  son  of  John  and  Mary  (Holemo)  Breen,  also  natives  of  that  country.  He 
was  reared  in  Norway,  attended  school  there,  and  became  a  farmer  and 
painter.  In  1868,  he  came  to  America  and  landed  in  Fillmore  County,  Minne¬ 
sota.  There  he  did  general  farm  work  and  followed  the  trade  of  painting 
which  he  had  learned  in  Norway.  In  1875  he  came  to  Barron  County,  and 
located  in  what  is  now  Section  32,  Arland  Township.  Forty-five  years  ago 
conditions  were  different  from  what  they  are  now.  The  lumber  camps  were 
still  flourishing,  the  early  villages  were  just  getting  a  start,  the  “tote”  roads 
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were  still  the  principal  routes  of  travel,  the  settlers  were  scattered,  living  in 
little  cabins  built  in  clearings  among  the  trees,  brush  and  stumps.  The  land 
Mr.  Breen  took  was  all  wild.  He  put  up  a  cabin,  moved  his  family  into  it, 
and  underwent  all  the  hardships  and  privations  while  getting  a  start  in  life. 
In  time  he  built  up  a  good  farm,  with  comfortable  and  sightly  buildings,  and 
well  fenced  and  well  tilled  acres.  He  was  a  progressive  and  enterprising  man 
who  believed  in  modern  methods,  and  as  means  permitted  he  acquired  the 
best  of  equipment  and  machinery.  While  never  of  a  type  who  pushed  himself, 
and  although  finding  his  greatest  delights  in  the  quiet  of  his  home  life,  Mr. 
Breen  was  a  natural  born  leader  and  it  was  inevitable  that  his  fellow  men 
should  call  his  talents  into  requisition  for  public  service.  For  some  years  he 
was  school  clerk.  In  the  town  his  first  office  was  that  of  supervisor  for  two 
years.  So  efficiently  did  he  fulfill  the  duties  of  this  office  that  he  was  elected 
town  clerk,  in  which  position  he  served  for  seven  years.  In  the  fall  of  1888, 
his  friends  placed  him  in  nomination  for  county  clerk.  He  was  duly  elected 
and  served  in  all  eight  years.  His  work  in  this  capacity  is  still  remembered, 
and  many  of  the  systems  he  introduced  are  still  in  evidence  at  the  courthouse. 
When  he  retired  from  this  office  his  fellow  townsmen  elected  him  chairman 
of  the  township,  a  position  in  which  he  also  served  for  eight  years.  His  expe¬ 
rience  naturally  fitted  him  to  make  an  unusually  fine  record  both  in  handling 
the  town's  affairs,  and  in  sitting  on  the  county  board.  After  a  life  of  real  use¬ 
fulness  to  his  fellow  men,  he  died  April  12,  1908.  At  that  time  it  was  said  of 
him:  “As  a  man,  Mr.  Breen  was  modest,  diffident  and  unassuming,  while 
firmly  holding  to  everything  that  he  believed  to  be  right;  as  a  neighbor  and 
friend  he  was  kind-hearted,  loyal,  generous,  true  and  helpful;  as  an  official  he 
was  genial,  efficient,  attentive,  courteous,  exact  and  thoroughly  informed;  as  a 
'husband  he  was  loving  and  considerate;  as  a  father  he  was  understanding, 
tender  and  indulgent;  a  fine  type,  whether  as  a  man,  citizen,  friend,  official  or 
family  man;  his  loss  will  long  continue  to  be  mourned;  and  his  memory  will 
remain  forever  in  the  annals  of  those  whose  worth  and  work  went  into  the  up¬ 
building  of  the  county.”  Mr.  Breen  was  married  Nov.  27,  1870,  to  Anna  Hilsta- 
hagen,  at  Fillmore,  Minn.  She  was  born  in  Norway  on  March  17,  1845,  and 
died  in  Arland  Township,  March  17,  1882.  This  union  was  blessed  with  six 
children:  Paul,  Marie,  Carl,  Albert,  Louise  and  Otto.  April*  23,  1883,  Mr. 
Breen  married  Augusta  Margaretta  Hanson,  who  was  born  in  Norway,  Sept. 
29,  1863,  the  daughter  of  Hans  C.  and  Henreka  (Johanson)  Hanson.  This 
union  has  been  blessed  with  eight  children:  Helmer,  Anne,  Helen,  Christine, 
Laura,  Clara,  Hilda  and  Sophie.  Paul  is  in  Boville,  Idaho.  Marie  is  the  wife 
of  T.  P.  Breen  of  Minneapolis.  Carl  operates  the  home  farm.  Albert  is  farm¬ 
ing  in  Prairie  Farm  Township.  Louise  is  a  stenographer  in  the  Fairview  Hos¬ 
pital,  Minneapolis.  Otto  operates  a  hardware  story  in  Hendry,  South  Dakota. 
Helmer  is  a  civil  engineer  connected  with  the  United  States  government.  His 
headquarters  are  now  at  Sand  Point,  Idaho.  Anne  is  the  wife  of  Albert  Vad- 
heim,  of  Bridger,  Mont.  Helen  is  the  wife  of  Michael  Schoemer  of  Northport, 
Wash.  Christine  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  Alfred  Vadheim  of  Tyler,  Minn.  Laura 
is  the  wife  of  Erick  Bergstrom  of  Venn,  Saskatchewan,  Canada.  Clara  is  the 
wife  of  Proctor  Shelby  of  Omaha,  Neb.  Hilda  is  the  wife  of  C.  R.  Brooks,  of 
St.  Paul,  Minn.  Sophie  is  a  telegraph  operator  at  Omaha,  Neb.  Mrs.  Breen, 
a  worthy  woman  of  many  gracious  qualities,  who  was  a  faithful  helpmeet  of 
her  husband  in  all  his  undertakings,  is  still  living  on  the  home  place. 

Carl  Breen  is  one  of  the  progressive  young  farmers  of  Arland  Township, 
successfully  operating  the  family  homestead  in  Section  32.  He  is  energetic 
and  modern,  he  understands  farming  thoroughly,  he  is  popular  with  all  who 
know  him,  he  is  a  useful  citizen,  and  he  stands  high  throughout  the  commu¬ 
nity.  Born  on  the  farm  where  he  still  lives,  April  6,  1877,  the  son  of  Louis  J. 
and  Anna  (Hilstahagen)  Breen,  he  attended  the  local  schools  and  was  reared 
to  farm  pursuits  by  his  father.  He  gradually  took  over  the  responsibilities  of 
the  place,  of  which  he  is  now  part  owner,  and  after  his  father’s  death  rented 
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it  from  the  other  heirs.  Like  his  father  before  him,  he  is  interested  in  public 
affairs,  and  has  served  six  years  as  town  supervisor  and  for  a  number  of  terms 
as  a  member  of  his  school  district  board.  He  was  married  June  26,  1912,  to 
Alma  Swergen,  who  was  born  March  16,  1887.  She  graduated  from  the  Minne¬ 
sota  State  Normal  School  at  Madison,  Minn.,  in  1909,  and  then  became  a  profi¬ 
cient  teacher,  having  charge  of  various  public  and  parochial  schools  for  seven 
years.  Like  her  husband  she  is  taking  her  share  in  the  affairs  of  the 
community. 

Martin  Clayton,  an  active  and  industrious  farmer  of  Sections  31  and  32, 
Arland  Township,  was  born  in  Norway,  May  3,  1874,  the  son  of  Nels  and 
Johanna  (Johansdatter)  Clayton.  These  good  people  were  born  and  reared  in 
Norway,  and  were  there  married.  They  came  to  America  in  1887,  landing  in 
New  York  May  28,  of  that  year.  From  that  city  they  came  directly  to  Me- 
nomonie,  Wis.,  where  they  stayed  for  a  while.  In  1889  they  bought  80  acres 
in  Sections  31  and  32,  Arland  Township.  He  erected  a  set  of  log  buildings  and 
cleared  about  fifteen  acres.  There  he  carried  on  farming  for  many  years.  He 
was  active  in  the  upbuilding  of  the  community,  was  interested  in  church  and 
school,  and  helped  to  construct  some  of  the  early  roads.  In  1899  he  retired 
but  continued  to  live  on  the  place  until  his  lamented  death,  Oct.  26,  1908.  His 
wife  died  Dec.  2,  1913.  They  were  the  parents  of  five  children.  Andreas  and 
Ellen  died  in  Norway.  Curine  is  the  wife  of  Anton  Moen  of  Prairie  Farm 
Township.  Anna  is  the  widow  of  Hans  Thorson  of  Norway.  Martin,  the  third 
child,  attended  school  in  Norway,  and  was  thirteen  years  old  in  1887,  when 
his  parents  brought  him  to  America,  was  reared  on  his  present  farm,  and  early 
learned  the  hard  work  of  farm  life  in  this  region.  He  helped  his  parents  de¬ 
velop  the  farm  and  in  1899  took  over  its  management.  He  has  erected  a  good 
set  of  modern  buildings,  has  cleared  60  more  acres,  has  put  up  fences  and  has 
purchased  suitable  equipment  in  the  way  of  tools,  implements  and  machinery. 
Here  he  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  He  has  a  good 
graded  herd,  and  raises  the  crops  usual  in  this  region.  Mr.  Clayton  believes 
in  helping  every  cause  which  is  for  the  best  interests  of  the  community.  He  is 
a  stockholder  in  the  Hillsdale  Northwestern  Telephone  Co.  In  1904  Mr.  Clay¬ 
ton  homesteaded  land  in  Marshall  County,  Minn.,  which  he  held  for  three  years. 
Mr.  Clayton  married  Alice  G.  Baker,  who  was  born  in  Marquette  County,  Wis¬ 
consin,  Aug.  28,  1876,  the  daughter  of  Frank  and  Christine  (Nelson)  Baker, 
now  residents  of  Arland  Township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clayton  have  a  daughter, 
Juna  C.,  who  was  born  March  6,  1901,  and  is  at  home.  The  family  faith  is 
that  of  the  Concordia  Church  at  Arland. 

Robert  Christiansen,  who  has  been  a  resident  of  Arland  Township  for 
nearly  thirty  years,  during  which  time  he  has  operated  a  farm  in  Section  9, 
was  born  in  Denmark,  Dec.  27,  1860,  son  of  Christ  and  Mary  (Thorson)  Chris¬ 
tiansen.  He  attended  school  in  his  native  land  and  began  industrial  life  as 
a  farm  laborer.  In  1870  he  enlisted  in  the  Danish  army,  being  attached  to  the 
Fourth  Cavalry  Regiment,  in  which  he  served  two  years.  For  ten  years  he 
was  employed  as  a  care-taker  in  the  woods.  In  1883  he  came  to  the  United 
States,  landing  at  Castle  Garden,  New  York,  whence  he  proceeded  to  Hammond, 
Wisconsin.  There  he  first  worked  as  section  hand  on  the  railroad,  but  in  a 
short  time  bought  a  small  farm  which  he  operated  two  years.  In  1886  Mr. 
Christiansen  went  to  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  where  he  worked  for  the  street  car  com¬ 
pany  and  as  a  common  laborer  for  six  years.  So  far,  with  the  exception  of  the 
time  he  had  farmed  near  Hammond,  he  had  been  merely  a  wage  earner,  but  in 
1892  he  came  to  Barron  County,  Wisconsin,  and  once  more  engaged  in  farming 
on  his  own  account,  buying  40  acres  of  wild  land  in  Section  9,  Arland  Township. 
On  this  he  erected  log  buildings,  and  has  since  cleared  40  acres.  He  now  has 
a  set  of  good  modern  outbuildings,  and  is  carrying  on  general  farming  and 
dairying  with  success,  his  herd  of  Guernsey  cattle  including  a  pure  bred  sire. 
He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Barron  Co-operative  Creamery.  For  three  years  he 
has  served  on  the  school  board  of  his  district,  and  as  a  citizen  is  a  man  who 
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commands  the  respect  of  his  fellow  townsmen.  Mr.  Christiansen  was  married 
Aug.  10,  1873,  in  Denmark,  to  Anna  Hanson,  who  passed  away  in  June,  1891. 
He  and  his  wife  had  nine  children,  but  three  of  whom  are  now  living,  namely : 
Christina,  now  Mrs.  Frederickson  of  Fresno,  Cal.;  Hannah,  wife  of  Charles 
Kendall  of  St.  Maries,  Idaho,  and  Julius,  who  resides  on  the  farm  with  his 
father. 

Simeon  Brown,  the  developer,  and  for  many  years  the  proprietor  of  East- 
wood  Farm  in  Arland  Township,  was  born  in  Vernon  County,  Wisconsin,  Nov. 
6,  1861,  son  of  George  W.  and  Abbie  (Adams)  Brown.  The  parents,  who  were 
among  the  early  settlers  in  Barron  County,  are  now  deceased.  Simeon  ac¬ 
quired  his  education  in  the  district  schools  in  Vernon  County,  and  subsequently 
worked  for  and  with  his  father.  During  that  early  period  he  had  his  youthful 
ambitions  of  carving  out  a  modest  fortune,  and  as  a  first  step  thereto  bought  a 
small  piece  of  land  in  Clinton  Township,  Barron  County,  which  he  later  sold. 
In  1890  he  bought  80  acres  in  Arland  Township,  this  county,  located  in  Section 
1,  on  which  he  erected  a  set  of  log  buildings.  Later  he  purchased  110  acres  in 
the  same  section,  putting  up  a  set  of  modern  buildings  and  naming  the  farm 
Eastwood.  This  place  was  his  home  until  his  death  on  April  26,  1921.  During 
his  active  career  he  was  engaged  in  mixed  farming  and  dairying,  keeping  high 
grade  Guernsey  cattle  with  a  pure  bred  sire,  and  his  practical  knowledge  of  all 
branches  of  agriculture,  together  with  his  diligent  application  to  business, 
placed  him  finally  in  a  position  of  comfortable  independence.  His  character 
as  a  man  was  one  that  commanded  the  respect  of  his  neighbors,  and  he  proved 
himself  a  useful  citizen,  serving  several  years  on  the  school  board,  also  as 
town  treasurer,  and  as  a  member  of  the  Arland  Township  board.  He  was  a 
consistent  attendant  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  his  family 
are  members,  and  belonged  to  that  class  of  men  who,  when  they  pass  away  leave 
a  void  in  the  community  not  easily  filled.  Mr.  Brown  was  married  July  27, 1898, 
in  Barron,  Wis.,  to  Eva  Knowlton,  who  was  born  in  Wabasha,  Minn.,  Jan.  31, 
1871,  daughter  of  Jason  and  Laura  (Shirtlaff)  Knowlton.  Her  parents  are  now 
deceased.  The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Simeon  Brown,  all  now  living,  were 
born  as  follows:  Margaret  E.,  July  26,  1899;  Laura  M.,  Dec.  19,  1901;  Myron 
L.,  March  9,  1903;  Abbie  A.,  Sept.  24,  1906,  and  Esther  G.,  Oct.  10,  1910.  Since 
her  husband’s  death  Mrs.  Brown  has  continued  to  operate  the  farm  with  the 
assistance  of  her  son,  Myron  L.  The  place  is  well  improved  and  the  Browns 
are  among  the  respected  and  prosperous  families  of  Arland  Township. 

Henry  E.  Broten,  a  representative  farmer  of  Section  30,  Arland  Township, 
is  a  native  of  the  place  where  he  still  resides,  born  Oct.  7,  1880,  the  son  of  Erick 
and  Eliza  (Halverson)  Broten.  These  good  people  were  born,  reared  and  mar¬ 
ried  in  Norway.  They  came  to  America  in  the  early  seventies  and  located  at 
Menomonie,  Wis.,  where  he  entered  the  employ  of  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.,  work¬ 
ing  in  the  lumber  woods  and  on  the  river  drives.  In  1872  he  took  a  home¬ 
stead  of  80  acres  in  Section  30,  Arland  Township.  It  was  then  covered  with 
heavy  timber.  He  had  to  cut  a  trail  to  get  his  provisions  and  supplies  to  his 
claim.  There  he  built  a  log  cabin  and  started  to  establish  a  home  and  a  farm. 
He  did  his  logging  and  clearing  with  a  yoke  of  oxen,  and  continued  to  use  oxen 
for  some  twenty  years.  Often  he  walked  to  Prairie  Farm,  bringing  flour  home 
on  his  back.  It  was  some  years  before  adequate  roads  were  built  in  the  vicin¬ 
ity.  Mr.  Broten  worked  hard  and  as  the  years  passed  got  60  acres  of  his  place 
cleared.  He  continued  actively  engaged  in  farming  until  his  death,  Dec.  16, 
1908.  In  the  family  there  were  five  children :  Matilda,  wife  of  Martin  Ander¬ 
son  of  Turtle  Lake  Township,  this  county ;  Andrew,  of  Birchwood  County,  this 
state;  Henry  E.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Charles,  of  Saskatchewan,  Canada; 
and  George,  who  is  dead.  Henry  E.  attended  the  district  schools,  was  reared 
on  the  home  place,  and  learned  farming  from  his  father.  In  1891  he  started 
out,  worked  in  the  woods  of  northern  Wisconsin  and  Minnesota  for  a  while, 
then  did  railroad  work  at  Seattle,  Wash.,  several  years,  and  for  one  year  was 
employed  in  cattle  roundups  in  Montana,  his  employer  being  an  Indian  named 
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Jack  Galbraith,  hi  1908  he  returned  home  and  bought  the  old  homestead.  Here 
he  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  and  has  a  good  herd  of 
mixed  graded  Holsteins.  He  has  made  many  improvements  on  the  place,  in¬ 
cluding  the  erection  of  a  pleasant  new  home.  Here  he  and  his  aged  mother 
live  comfortably.  Both  are  well  known  throughout  the  community,  and  both 
are  well  thought  of  by  all  who  know  them.  The  log  cabin  which  was  the  family 
hbme  for  so  many  years  is  still  standing. 

Frank  Baker,,  a  pioneer  of  Barron  County,  who  has  been  a  resident  of  Ar- 
land  Township  for  43  years,  was  born  in  Germany,  July  1,  1855,  son  of  Fred 
and  Marie  (Court)  Baker.  Coming  to  America  in  1869  the  family  settled  at 
Oconomowoc,  Wis.,  but  subsequently  removed  to  Reeseville,  Wis.,  where  the 
father  died  Oct.  8,  1876,  and  the  mother  Nov.  27,  1900.  They  had  seven  chil¬ 
dren:  Fred,  now  in  Germany;  William,  who  died  Nov.  11,  1919;  Christian,  a 
resident  of  Marquette  County,  Wis. ;  Frank,  subject  of  this  sketch ;  and  Sophia, 
Louisa  and  Augusta,  who  are  deceased.  Frank  Baker  attended  school  in  Ger¬ 
many  and  was  fourteen  years  old  when  he  came  to  this  country  with  his  par¬ 
ents.  For  a  while  he  did  farm  labor  in  Waukesha  County,  and  was  there  until 
1878,  when  he  became  a  pioneer  of  Barron  County,  taking  a  homestead  of  40 
acres  in  Section  30,  Arland  Township.  The  tract  was  heavily  covered  with  tim¬ 
ber  and  he  cut  the  first  tree  on  it,  and  also  many  others  subsequently.  For  a 
residence  he  erected  a  log  cabin,  18  by  24  feet,  in  which  he  lived  for  23  years. 
The  next  building  he  erected  was  a  log  barn.  Both  buildings  were  constructed 
of  logs  cut  on  his  land,  and  both  are  still  standing.  As  for  some  years  his  farm 
produced  no  income,  Mr.  Baker  worked  during  the  winters  for  Knapp,  Stout  & 
Co.,  and  also  in  the  fall  in  the  harvest  fields  of  the  state  to  earn  money  for 
running  expenses.  He  also  helped  to  build  roads  and  was  the  first  man  to 
drive  from  his  homestead  to  Turtle  Lake.  In  1887,  having  by  that  time  made 
some  progress,  he  bought  an  additional  tract  of  40  acres  north  of  his  home¬ 
stead.  More  recently,  in  1918,  he  purchased  80  acres  in  Section  31,  this  giving 
him  a  total  of  160  acres.  Of  his  80  acres  in  Section  30  he  has  cleared  35.  In 
1901  Mr.  Baker  erected  a  good,  modern  house,  and  in  1905  a  modern  barn,  with 
the  Phoenix  equipment.  He  follows  general  farming  and  dairying,  keeping 
mixed  grade  cattle,  and  is  conducting  a  profitable  business.  On  Oct.  14,  1875 
Mr.  Baker  was  united  in  marriage  with  Christina  Nelson,  who  was  born  in 
Norway  Nov.  26,  1851,  daughter  of  Nels  and  Sophia  (Anderson)  Anderson,  and 
came  to  America  in  1870.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baker  have  five  children:  Alice  G., 
born  Aug.  28,  1876,  now  Mrs.  Martin  Clayton ;  Cora  E.,  born  Jan.  4,  1882,  who 
is  the  wife  of  Julius  Larson  of  Barron;  Minnie  F.,  born  Nov.  28,  1886;  Walter 
E.,  born  March  13,  1889,  and  Olga  C.,  born  July  8,  1893,  who  are  residing  at 
home. 

Andrew  O.  Wold,  an  early  settler  of  Section  20,  Arland  Township,  was  born 
in  Norway,  in  1838,  and  was  there  reared  and  educated,  and  there  married  Anna 
Severson,  who  was  born  in  that  country  in  1844.  In  1872  he  brought  his  fam¬ 
ily  to  America.  After  landing  in  Quebec,  Canada,  he  went  directly  to  Green 
County,  in  this  state,  where  he  remained  for  a  year.  In  1873  he  located  at 
Menomonie  Junction,  Dunn  County,  this  state,  where  he  did  railroad  construc¬ 
tion  work.  It  was  in  1874  that  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  took  a  home¬ 
stead  of  80  acres  in  Section  20,  Arland  Township.  He  was  the  first  settler 
west  on  what  is  now  the  Clayton  road,  between  the  Hay  river  and  the  county 
line.  When  he  first  came  he  had  to  cut  a  trail  among  the  trees  for  three  miles 
in  order  to  get  his  family  and  supplies  onto  his  land.  Even  with  that  he  had 
to  carry  bedding  and  provisions  part  of  the  way  on  his  back.  For  a  while  the 
family  lived  in  the  open  under  the  big  pines,  blankets  being  hung  up  to  pro¬ 
tect  them  from  the  wind  and  the  rain.  When  he  got  the  log  shack  built,  they 
moved  into  it.  Then  be  opened  the  road  and  purchased  a  yoke  of  oxen.  It  was 
some  time  before  he  used  horses.  For  a  while  he  and  his  wife  and  children 
endured  many  hardships.  Even  food  was  scarce.  Only  50  pounds  of  fiour 
could  be  obtained  at  one  time  from  the  store  at  Prairie  Farm,  and  even  then 
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he  had  to  bring  it  to  his  cabin  on  his  back.  Getting  the  farm  cleared  and 
broken  was  a  task  of  great  difficulty.  The  white  pine  logs  had  to  be  cut  and 
skidded  to  the  Hay  river,  where  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  paid  $2.50  a  thousand  feet. 
Little  by  little,  Mr.  Wold  built  up  the  place.  When  he  retired  in  1889  he  had 
a  good  set  of  log  buildings  and  35  acres  of  the  land  had  been  cleared  and  cul¬ 
tivated.  From  1889  to  1892  the  son,  John  W.,  had  charge  of  the  place,  and  since 
then  the  son.  Sever  Anderson,  has  owned  it.  Mr.  Wold  died  in  1893,  and  his 
wife  Nov.  14,  1905.  He  was  a  man  of  energy  and  sterling  character,  who  be¬ 
lieved  in  everything  that  was  good,  and  his  memory  will  long  be  cherished. 
His  wife,  a  most  worthy  woman,  was  a  faithful  helpmeet  in  all  his  under¬ 
takings.  They  were  the  parents  of  fourteen  children,  of  whom  there  are  now 
living  six.  Inga  is  the  wife  of  Ole  Severson,  of  Arland  Township.  Bertha  is 
the  wife  of  Martin  Halverson  of  Arland  Township.  Carrie  is  the  wife  of  Peter 
Korbal  of  Minneapolis,  Minn.  Sever  is  farming  the  home  place.  John  W.  is 
a  farmer  in  Prairie  Farm  Township.  Hans  W.  now  resides  with  his  sister, 
Inga.  The  sons  have  taken  the  name  of  Anderson. 

Sever  Anderson,  proprietor  of  the  Riverdale  Guernsey  Farm,  is  one  of  the 
prominent  men  of  Arland  Township,  and  is  taking  his  part  in  those  modern 
movements  which  have  for  their  object  the  agricultural  progress  of  this  com¬ 
munity.  He  is  doing  most  efficient  work  as  clerk  of  the  Arland  Township  unit 
of  the  Barron  County  Farm  Bureau,  he  is  active  in  the  Barron  County  Guern¬ 
sey  Breeders  Association,  and  he  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Barron  Creamery  Co., 
and  in  the  Hillsdale  Telephone  Co.  He  has  also  served  with  credit  as  a  member 
of  the  school  board  of  his  district.  He  was  born  on  the  place  where  he  still 
lives,  Sept.  11,  1874,  the  son  of  Andrew  0.  and  Anna  (Severson)  Wold,  early 
settlers.  He  was  reared  on  the  hofae  place  and  attended  school  in  the  old  log 
schoolhouse  in  District  No.  4.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  started  out  for  himself, 
and  worked  in  the  woods  and  on  farms  for  a  while.  In  1892  he  bought  120  acres 
of  the  old  homestead.  To  this  he  has  added  so  that  he  now  owns  160  acres. 
He  has  cleared  5  acres  more,  has  rebuilt  the  buildings,  and  has  installed  modern 
equipment  including  the  Westinghouse  system  of  electric  lighting.  He  has  a 
good  place  and  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  His  fine 
herd  of  Guernseys  is  headed  by  a  full  blooded  sire  and  some  of  the  cows  are 
also  full  bloods.  Mr.  Anderson  was  married  at  Prairie  Farm  Jan.  9,  1905,  to 
Gertie  Bustgaard,  who  was  born  in  Norway,  May  30,  1874,  the  daughter  of  Lars 
and  Mary  (Thalberg)  Bustgaard,  natives  of  Norway,  and  both  now  deceased. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson  have  a  fine  family  of  five  bright  children:  Andrew, 
Hawkin,  Martin,  Gunde  and  Lars.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian 
Lutheran  Church. 

Ole  Moseng,  for  over  forty-three  years  a  resident  of  Section  32,  Arland 
Township,  was  born  in  Norway,  attended  school  there,  grew  to  manhood,  and 
married  Bertha  Troan.  They  came  to  America  in  1871,  landed  at  Quebec,  and 
found  their  way  to  Perry,  Wis.,  where  they  remained  for  over  a  year.  From 
there  they  came  to  Menomonie,  where  he  entered  the  employ  of  Knapp,  Stout 
&  Co.,  working  in  the  lumber  camps  and  on  the  river  drives.  In  1875,  he  came 
to  Barron  County,  and  took  a  homestead  of  80  acres  in  Section  32,  Arland 
Township.  This  was  all  wild  land.  He  blazed  a  trail  to  his  place,  through  the 
woods,  built  a  log  cabin,  and  there  established  his  family.  For  ftiany  seasons 
he  continued  to  work  in  the  woods  to  get  a  little  money  to  keep  things  going 
while  he  could  get  things  well  started  oh  the  farm.  Gradually  he  built  up  a 
good  place,  and  he  and  his  wife  became  respected  and  substantial  people.  In 
1896  he  turned  the  place  over  to  his  son,  Charles  E.,  but  continued  to  live  there 
until  his  death.  He  died  Dec.  15,  1918,  and  his  wife  June  12,  1916. 

Charles  E.  Moefeng,  a  leading  farmer  of  Section  32,  Arland  Township,  was 
born  in  Perry,  Wis.,  Jan.  28,  1873,  the  son  of  Ole  and  Bertha  (Troan)  Moseng, 
who  brought  him  to  his  present  place  in  1875.  He  was  feared  here,  a'ttended 
the  district  school,  and  learned  farming  from  his  father.  He  took  over  the 
place  in  1896,  and  has  since  conducted  it,  carrying  on  geheral  farming  and 
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dairying.  He  has  rebuilt  the  house,  put  up  buildings,  and  made  general  im¬ 
provements.  His  herd  consists  of  mixed  Guernseys  and  Jerseys.  He  is  inter¬ 
ested  in  everything  that  has  for  its  object  the  betterment  of  the  community, 
and  he  has  been  especially  active  in  school  affairs,  serving  his  school  district 
as  director  and  being  the  present  school  clerk.  He  is  well  liked  throughout 
the  community,  and  stands  well  with  all  who  know  him.  Mr.  Moseng  was  mar¬ 
ried  May  4, 1900,  to  Emma  Aker,  who  was  born  in  Arland  Township  on  Sept.  30, 
1884,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Bertha  (Erlien)  Aker,  natives  of  Norway,  and 
for  some  time  farmers  of  Arland  Township,  the  former  of  whom  died  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  1895,  and  the  latter  of  whom  died  Dec.  31,  1893.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moseng 
have  a  fine  family  of  six  children:  Ole  J.,  born  Aug.  6,  1901;  Adolph  B.,  born 
May  31,  1905;  Orvel  B.,  born  Feb.  12,  1906;  Clarence  E.,  born  Sept.  26,  1909; 
Selmer  O.,  born  Dec.  1,  1912,  and  Sigurd  M.,  born  March  5,  1916.  The  family 
faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Peter  Marx,  proprietor  of  a  good  farm  in  Section  9,  Arland  Township, 
which  he  has  developed  from  wild  land,  was  born  in  Luxembourg,  March  9, 
1867,  son  of  John  and  Anna  (Penning)  Marx.  The  father  still  .resides  in  Lux¬ 
embourg,  the  mother  being  deceased.  After  relinquishing  his  school  studies, 
Peter  Marx  took  up  farm  labor  to  earn  a  livelihood,  continuing  thus  engaged 
until  he  came  to  America  in  1889,  a  young  man  of  22  years.  From  New  York 
he  went  to  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  where  he  found  employment  cooking  in  restau¬ 
rants  and  hotels.  He  then  wandered  about  the  West,  following  the  same  occu¬ 
pation  in  various  cities  in  Kansas  and  in  San  Francisco,  where  he  remained 
for  two  and  a  half  years.  In  1896  he  returned  east  as  far  as  Barron  County, 
and  bought  80  acres  of  wild  land  in  Section  9,  Arland  Township.  On  this  he 
built  a  frame  shanty  and  log  barn,  which  two  years  later  were  destroyed  by 
fire,  when  he  lost  all  he  had  except  his  land.  In  1920  he  found  himself  in 
a  position  to  repair  his  losses  and  built  a  barn  and  out  buildings,  the  barn 
measuring  34  by  66  feet  and  provided  with  the  James  equipment.  He  has 
now  one  of  the  nicest  sets  of  farm  buildings  in  Arland  Township  and  has 
cleared  75  acres  of  his  land.  Aside  from  his  direct  farming  interests,  he  is  a 
stockholder  in  the  Barron  Co-operative  Creamery  and  the  Farmers’  Co-opera¬ 
tive  store  at  Poskin.  In  religion  he  is  a  Catholic.  On  June  30,  1894,  Mr.  Marx 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Katie  Kasel,  who  was  born  in  Luxembourg,  Sept. 
17,  1866,  daughter  of  Peter  and  Katie  (Nesen)  Kasel.  Her  parents  have  both 
passed  away.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marx  have  been  born  seven  children,  of  whom 
four  are  now  living.  The  record  of  births  is  as  follows:  Joseph,  Jan.  1,  1896; 
Edward,  Nov.  2,  1898;  Anna  T.,  May  15,  1900;  Gottfried  A.,  Nov.  25,  1901; 
Mary  J.,  Aug.  16,  1904;  Lena  M.,  May  3,  1907,  and  Nicholas  T.,  Feb.  23,  1908. 
Those  deceased  are:  Anna  T.,  who  died  Oct.  4,  1900;  Gottfried  A.,  who  died 
April  28,  1920,  and  Nicholas  T.,  who  died  May  25,  1908.  Though  bereaved  of 
three  of  their  children,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marx  still  enjoy  a  happy  home  life  at¬ 
tuned  to  harmony  by  the  key  of  mutual  affection. 

Ole  O.  Mytroen,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Arland  Township,  was  born 
in  Norway,  and  was  there  reared  and  educated.  He  came  to  America  in  1872, 
landed  at  New  York  and  came  directly  to  Menomonie,  Wis.,  where  he  entered 
the  employ  of  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  in  the  sawmills  there.  In  1873  he  came  to 
Barron  County  and  homesteaded  80  acres  in  Section  28,  Arland  Township.  This 
was  all  wild  land.  He  erected  a  set  of  buildings,  cleared  some  of  the  land,  and 
there  successfully  farmed  for  many  years.  After  a  useful  life  of  worthy  ac¬ 
complishment,  he  died  July  21,  1910.  His  good  wife  had  passed  away  March  17, 
1907.  Mr.  Mytroen  was  a  man  held  in  the  highest  esteem.  He  was  a  leader 
among  his  fellowmen,  a  kind  and  loving  husband  and  father,  a  good  citizen, 
a  generous  neighbor,  and  a  genial  companion.  He  will  long  be  remembered  as 
one  of  the  prominent  men  in  the  township  in  its  early  days.  Mrs.  Mytroen 
was  Ingrid  Westeras.  They  had  four  children:  John,  now  of  Congress, 
Province  of  Saskatchewan,  Canada;  Hans,  who  farms  in  Turtle  Lake  Town- 
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ship;  Magnus,  an  active  farmer  of  Arland  Township,  and  Ole  J.  who  is  in 
Congress,  Province  of  Saskatchewan,  Canada. 

Magnus  Mytroen,  a  modern  and  progressive  farmer  of  Section  32,  Arland 
Township,  where  he  has  built  up  an  excellent  place  which  is  a  model  in  every 
respect,  is  a  native  of  this  township,  born  Feb.  2,  1884,  the  son  of  Ole  O.  and 
Ingrid  (Westeras)  Mytroen,  early  settlers.  He  was  reared  on  the  home  place, 
and  received  his  educational  training  in  the  district  schools.  In  1907  he 
bought  his  present  place,  and  two  years  later,  in  1909,  moved  into  it.  To 
the  development  and  operation  of  this  farm  he  has  since  devoted  his  attention. 
In  1920  he  put  up  a  modern  8-room  bungalow,  equipped  with  many  conven¬ 
iences,  including  the  Swanlite  Electric  system.  In  1916  he  built  a  barn,  32 
by  64  feet,  with  full  basement,  and  furnished  with  the  Western  Barn  equip¬ 
ment.  He  has  also  erected  some  other  good  buildings.  He  has  cleared  about 
20  more  acres  of  the  land,  and  has  put  up  some  good  fences.  His  equipment 
in  tools,  implements  and  machinery  is  excellent.  Mr.  Mytroen  is  a  man  of 
ability  and  influence,  and  is  already  well  along  the  road  to  success.  He  is  a 
stockholder  in  the  Prairie  Farm  Co-operative  Association.  Mr.  Mytroen  was 
married  in  Arland  Township  in  1909  to  Marie  Moen,  who  was  born  in  Prairie 
Farm  Township  Oct.  29,  1886,  the  daughter  of  Anton  and  Gurina  (Clayton) 
Moen.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  two  children.  Ida  G.  was  born 
May  31,  1910.  Mabel  A.  was  born  June  24,  1913.  The  family  faith  is  that  of 
the  Concordia  Church  in  Arland  Township. 

Ole  Johnson,  proprietor  of  a  flourishing  general  store  in  the  village  of 
Arland,  and  who  also  contributed  to  the  growth  and  agricultural  resources 
of  the  township  by  the  development  of  a  good  farm,  was  born  in  Norway, 
Nov.  13,  1850,  son  of  John  and  Martha  (Olson)  Anderson.  The  parents  never 
came  to  America  but  died  in  their  native  land.  Ole  Johnson  attended  common 
school  in  Norway  and  remained  in  that  country  until  1868,  when  he  came  to 
the  United  States,  a  young  man  with  plenty  of  strength  and  not  devoid  of 
ambition.  Locating  in  St.  Croix  County,  Wisconsin,  he  worked  in  a  store  at 
Woodsite  and  also  did  farm  labor  for  three  years.  In  1871  he  went  to  Me- 
nomonie  and  entered  the  employ  of  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.,  being  placed  in 
charge  of  the  sleeping  shanties  at  the  mill,  which  position  he  held  for  two 
years,  afterwards  for  a  year  taking  care  of  the  horses.  In  the  fall  of  1873 
he  came  to  Barron  County  and  took  a  homestead  of  80  acres  in  Section  20, 
Arland  Township.  Later  he  bought  200  acres  in  Sections  17,  20  and  29.'  It 
was  all  wild  land  and  he  at  once  set  about  its  improvement,  erecting  a  set 
of  log  buildings.  In  course  of  time  he  cleared  60  acres  of  the  land,  making 
his  home  on  that  farm  until  1899  and  then  started  the  store  in  Arland  Vil¬ 
lage  which  he  still  operates.  Mr.  Johnson  has  grown  up  with  the  county, 
which,  when  he  first  came  here  was  but  thinly  settled,  many  of  the  settlers 
also  being  transients  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  who  moved  away  to 
other  parts  after  the  timber  had  been  cut.  He  himself  became  closely  iden¬ 
tified  with  local  affairs  and  was  soon  numbered  among  the  prominent  citi¬ 
zens,  taking  an  active  part  in  all  progressive  enterprises.  Among  other 
things  he  went  about  and  got  signers  to  the  petition  to  have  the  township 
of  Arland  set  off  from  Clinton  and  Prairie  Farm.  He  helped  to  organize  the 
first  school  in  Prairie  Farm  Township  and  was  clerk  of  the  board  for  23  years. 
He  also  served  eight  years  as  supervisor  on  the  Prairie  Farm  town  board,  and 
was  the  first  chairman  of  the  Arland  town  board  and  served  eight  years. 
In  1899,  when  he  started  his  store  in  the  village,  he  also  organized  and  built 
the  creamery  in  Arland,  of  which  he  was  secretary  and  manager  for  two 
years,  and  for  18  months  he  served  as  postmaster  of  Arland.  Thus  his  life 
has  been  full  of  action,  well  devised  and  successfully  carried  out,  and  few 
citizens  of  the  township  are  better  known  or  more  highly  respected.  Mr. 
Johnson  first  assumed  domestic  responsibilities  Oct.  10,  1882,  when  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Olina  Fristad,  who  passed  away  on  June  13,  1903. 
By  her  he  had  eight  children:  James,  who  operates  a  garage  in  Arland; 
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Frank,  an  engineer  on  the  Great  Northern  Railway,  residing  at  Devil's  Lake, 
N.  D.;  George,  a  baker  in  St.  Paul,  Minn.;  Clarence,  who  died  in  1915;  Carl, 
who  died  in  1909;  Alvin,  who  is  operating  the  old  home  farm;  Mabel,  re¬ 
siding  at  home,  and  Lillie,  who  lives  in  Minneapolis.  In  November,  1909,  Mr. 
Johnson  married  Mrs.  Lisa  Hagan,  whose  family  name  was  Olson.  She  passed 
away  in  May,  1918.  Mr.  Johnson  has  been  as  successful  as  a  merchant  as  he 
was  as  a  farmer.  He  enjoys  a  good  trade  and  is  one  of  the  most  popular 
citizens  of  Arland  Village. 

Charles  A.  Westland,  engaged  in  farming,  dairying  and  the  poultry  busi¬ 
ness  in  Arland  Township,  where  he  has  developed  a  good  farm  from  wild 
land,  was  born  in  Norway,  Sept.  12,  1869,  son  of  Anders  and  Marn  Christina 
(Peterson)  Westland.  The  father  died  in  Norway  in  1884,  but  the  mother 
is  still  living  there.  They  had  seven  children :  Bertha,  now  Mrs.  Oliver 
Gulbransen  of  Racine,  Wis.;  Olof,  residing  in  Christiania,  Norway;  Pauline, 
wife  of  John  Johnson  of  Chicago;  Johanna,  wife  of  Andrew  Anderson  of 
Chicago;  Charles  A.,  subject  of  this  sketch;  Johan  of  Christiania,  Norway, 
and  Mary,  who  is  deceased.  Charles  A.  Westland  was  educated  in  his  native 
land  and  began  industrial  life  as  an  employee  in  a  match  factory,  where  he 
worked  until  he  was  17  years  of  age.  In  1886  he  resolved  to  seek  his  fortune 
in  America,  and  after  landing  at  New  York,  proceeded  to  Chicago,  where  for 
one  year  he  was  employed  in  a  chair  factory.  In  1887  he  came  to  Dallas, 
Barron  County,  Wis.,  where  he  made  his  home  for  a  year,  being  engaged  in 
farm  labor.  After  that  he  became  connected  with  the  lumber  trade,  working 
in  the  woods  in  northern  Wisconsin  and  on  drives  in  the  spring,  which  occu¬ 
pation  he  followed  until  1896.  It  was  in  that  year  that  he  started  out  for  him¬ 
self  as  a  farmer,  buying  80  acres  of  wild  land  in  Section  33,  Arland  Township, 
to  which  he  later  added  80  in  Section  34.  There  being  a  log  house  on  hia  land, 
he  proceeded  to  build  a  log  barn  and  to  develop  a  farm  and  home.  Later  he 
erected  a  better  house,  barn  and  outbuildings,  and  now  has  a  complete  set, 
besides  having  cleared  80  acres  of  his  land.  For  several  years  after  he 
settled  on  his  place,  having  but  limited  capital,  he  was  obliged  to  work  win¬ 
ters  in  the  woods.  During  the  subsequent  years  he  has  made  gradual  but 
steady  progress  and  is  now  numbered  among  the  substantial  citizens  of  his 
township.  He  carries  on  mixed  farming  and  dairying,  his  cattle  being  grade 
Guernseys  with  a  pure  bred  sire.  As  a  poultryman  he  breeds  pure  White 
Leg*horns,  at  times  having  as  many  as  400  in  his  flock,  and  this  business, 
scientifically  conducted,  adds  materially  to  his  income.  Religiously  he  is  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church.  Mr.  Westland  was  married 
Oct.  13,  1&96,  to  Anna  Holman,  who  was  born  in  Menomonie  May  24,  1870, 
daughter  of  Ole  and  Anna  (Gravle)  Holman.  He  and  his  wife  are  the  par¬ 
ents  of  three  children:  Archie,  born  May  26,  1898;  Oscar,  Aug.  27,  1901,  and 
Olaf,  June  22,  1908.  Archie  was  married  June  15,  1921,  to  Adrie  Johnson, 
who  was  born  Jan.  8,  1903,  daughter  of  Alfred  and  Lena  (Eggen)  Johnson, 
now  residents  of  Prairie  Farm  Township,  Barron  County. 

Peter  J.  Hoff,  a  well  known  pioneer  of  Barron  County,  in  early  days  a 
lumberman  but  later  a  farmer,  though  now  retired,  was  bori^n  Norway,  Jan. 
8,  1848,  son  of  John  and  Bertha  (Peterson)  Anderson.  Thejparents  were  na¬ 
tives  of  Norway  who  came  to  this  country  in  1871  and  subsequently  resided 
with  their  son,  Peter,  until  their  death.  Peter  J.  Hoff  was  reared  in  his  na¬ 
tive  land,  where  he  became  acquainted  with  farm  work.  In  1869  he  came  to 
America,  landing  at  Quebec,  whence  he  proceeded  to  Columbia  County,  Wis¬ 
consin.  There  he  did  farm  labor  for  three  years;  then  in  1872  he  went  to 
Menomonie,  where  he  entered  the  employ  of  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.,  for  whom 
he  worked  in  the  woods  and  in  sawmills  for  eighteen  winters.  In  1874  Mr. 
Hoff  came  to  Barron  County  and  took  a  homestead  of  120  acres  in  Section  22, 
Arland  Township.  This  was  a  wild  tract  and  the  country  so  unsettled  that 
he  had  to  cut  a  trail  to  his  farm  and  carry  provisions  on  his  back  from  Prairie 
Farm.  He  had  one  of  the  first  teams  of  oxen  in  the  township  and  did  “toting" 
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for  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  for  many  years.  He  also  helped  to  build  roads  and 
get  new  settlers  into  the  township,  besides  helping  its  development  in  various, 
other  ways.  In  the  meanwhile  as  he  found  opportunity  he  continued  work  on 
his  farm,  finally  clearing  45  acres,  besides  erecting  a  set  of  .  buildings,  which 
he  built  himself,  and  hauling  large  quantities  of  logs  for  his  neighbors.  He 
also  built  several  sets  of  farm  buildings  in  the  township  in  addition  to  his. 
own.  These  activities  made  him  prominent  and  well  known,  as  well  as  popu-: 
lar.  He  helped  build  the  first  schoolhouse  in  the  township,'  for  33  year* 
served  as  road  boss  and  was  clerk  of  the  school  board  for  ten  years.  He  also 
helped  to  organize  and  build  churches  in  the  township,  being  himself  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church.  After  a  long  and  successful  career 
in  farming,  Mr.  Hoff  retired  from  active  work  in  1915  and  sold  the  farm  to 
Ben  Hughes,  his  son-in-law,  but  he  still  resides  on  the  old  homestead,  which 
he  has  further  improved  by  setting  out  an  orchard.  Mr.  Hoff  was  married 
in  Norway  to  Pauline  Olson,  who  was  born  Sept.  16,  1844,  daughter  of  Ole 
and  Hilda  (Mickelson)  Olson.  She  proved  an  excellent  wife  and  good  mother, 
and  by  her  he  had  eight  children,  as  follows:  Ole  P.,  born  April  12,  1867,  a 
farmer  in  Arland  Township;  Betsey  L.,  born  March  27,  1870,  now  Mrs. 
Armand  Lien  of  this  township;  Josephine,  born  Feb.  9,  1873,  now  the  wife 
of  Ole  Borg  of  this  township;  Edwin,  born  Feb.  10,  1876,  who  is  a  farmer 
here;  Agnes,  born  Dec.  29,  1877,  who  died  in  1885;  Christian,  born  Feb.  7, 
1882,  who  is  a  farmer  in  Arland  Township;-  Anna,  born  Nov.  27,  1884,  now 
Mrs.  Ole  Nelson  of  this  township,  and  Petra,  born  Nov.  17,  1887,  who  is  the 
wife  of  Ben  Hughes  and  has  two  children,  Carl,  born  Aug.  15,  1915,  and  Har¬ 
old,  born  April  19,  1920. 

Peter  Jasperson,  whose  work  along  agricultural  lines  during  the  last  17 
years  has  given  him  a  place  among  the  well-to-do  farmers  and  dairymen  of 
Arland  Township,  was  born  in  Denmark,  Dec.  2,  1872,  son  of  Jorgen  and 
Christie  (Peterson)  Jasperson.  His  mother  died  in  1915  but  the  father  is 
still  living  in  Denmark.  Peter  Jasperson  was  educated  in  his  native  land 
and  was  subsequently  engaged  in  truck  farming  there.  In  1890,  at  the  age 
of  18  years,  he  landed  at  New  York,  an  immigrant  seeking  his  fortune  in  a 
world  of  larger  opportunity.  Coming  west  to  Minnesota,  he  remained  for 
four  years  in  the  vicinity  of  Wilmer  and  Litchfield,  engaged  in  farm  work. 
In  1894  he  returned  to  Denmark  and  remained  there  for  a  year.  After  his 
return  to  the  United  States  he  spent  a  short  time  in  St.  Louis  Park,  Minn., 
and  then  went  to  Hopkins,  near  Minneapolis,  where  until  1904  he  operated 
a  dairy.  In  that  year  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  settled  on  120  acres  of 
land  in  Arland  Township  that  he  had  bought  in  1895.  On  this  property  he 
has  since  cleared  80  acres,  besides  erecting  a  complete  set  of  buildings.  His 
cattle  are  of  the  Holstein  breed,  and  he  is  improving  his  herd  by  the  use  of 
a  pure  bred  sire.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Barron  Co-operative  Creamery 
and  the  Hillsdale  Northwestern  Telephone  Company.  He  has  stock  in  the 
Twin--3to»  Cheese  Factory.  His  religious  affiliations  are  with  the  United 
LufhefarTChiuxh.  Mr.  Jasperson  was  married  Dec.  31,  1898,  to  Patre  Thomp¬ 
son,  who  was^korn  March  1,  1880,  in  Norway,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Olive 
(Jefferson)  Th^apson,  who  still  reside  in  that  country.  Three  children  have 
been  born  to  them:  Albert,  Oct.  18,  1900;  Fred,  Oct.  10,  1903,  and  Dora,  Nov; 
9,  1918. 

Jacob  Hawkinson,  residing  on  a  good  farm  of  200  acres  in  Arland  Town¬ 
ship,  -has  been  a  resident  of  Barron  County  for  28  years,  during  which  time 
he  hks  witnessed  many  improvements,  some  of  which  he  has  himself  helped 
to  make.  He  was  born  in  Sweden,  Sept.  1,  1852,  son  of  Hawkin  Jacobson 
and  Maggie  (Halverson)  Jacobson.  Both  his  parents  died  in  Sweden.  Jacob 
was  educated  in  his  native  land,  in  which  he  resided  for  a  number  of  years. 
He  began  industrial  life  working  for  a  railway  company  and  afterwards 
operated  a  farm'.  In  1891,  a  young  man  of  40  years,  he  landed  in  New  York 
and  thence  came  on  to  Dunn  County,  Wisconsin,  where  he  bought  a  half 
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interest  in  a  farm.  He  also  followed  his  trade  of  stone  mason  for  several 
years,  though  not  altogether  in  that  locality,  as  in  1898  he  came  to  Barron 
County,  locating  near  the  village  of  Arland,  where  he  resided  for  a  year.  In 
1894  he  bought  80  acres  in  Section  21,  Arland  Township,  and  in  1899  in¬ 
creased  his  landed  possessions  by  the  purchase  of  40  acres  of  railroad  land. 
Nine  years  later,  in  1908,  he  bought  another  tract  of  80  acres,  so  that  he  is 
now  the  owner  of  200  acres  in  all.  During  the  intervening  years  he  has  kept 
on  improving  his  place,  on  which  he  erected  all  the  buildings,  besides  clear¬ 
ing  60  acres  of  the  land.  As  a  general  farmer  and  dairyman  he  has  met  with 
good  success,  keeping  a  mixed  breed  of  cattle.  He  is  a  stockholder  both  in 
the  co-operative  creamery  at  Barron  and  the  co-operative  store  at  Poskin.  In 
1918  he  retired  from  active  work,  renting  his  farm  to  his  sons,  Jacob  H.  and 
John.  Mr.  Hawkinson  was  married,  Oct.  26,  1880,  to  Sigred  Johnson,  who  was 
born  in  Sweden,  April  11,  1849,  daughter  of  Johan  Nelson  and  Mary  (Mar¬ 
tinson)  Nelson,  both  of  whom  are  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hawkinson 
have  a  family  of  five  children:  Maggie,  bom  Sept.  8,  1881,  now  Mrs.  Ernest 
Eckstrom,  residing  in  Minnesota;  Martha,  born  Oct.  16,  1883,  who  is  the 
wife  of  Frank  Bodin  of  Arland  Township;  Jacob  H.,  born  Dec.  24,  1886; 
John,  born  Jan.  20,  1888,  and  Anna,  born  Oct.  6,  1891,  now  Mrs.  Frank  Morley 
of  River  Falls,  Wis.  The  two  sons,  Jacob  H.  and  John,  who  are  now  operating 
the  home  farm,  on  which  their  parents  live,  were  educated  in  Dunn  and  Bar¬ 
ron  Counties,  and  up  to  1913,  when  they  rented  the  farm,  worked  for  their 
father.  In  1919  they  purchased  it,  having  previously  helped  largely  in  its  de¬ 
velopment  and  improvement.  They  have  improved  the  stock,  keeping  grade 
Guernsey  cattle  with  a  pure  bred  sire  and  as  general  farmers  and  dairymen 
are  doing  a  profitable  business.  They  are  also  agents  for  individual  light 
plants  and  the  Success  Milking  machines,  and  are  interested  in  an  auto  ac¬ 
cessory  business  at  Poskin,  where  they  are  erecting  a  garage.  In  addition 
they  are  stockholders  in  the  co-operative  store  at  Poskin  and  the  Farmers 
State  Bank  there,  and  in  the  Hillsdale  Western  Telephone  Co.,  of  which 
Jacob  H.  was  formerly  president  and  director.  Formerly  they  were  agents 
for  the  Barnett  lightning  rods.  Thus  in  various  ways  they  have  shown  a 
progressive  spirit  which  has  made  them  widely  known  and  advanced  their 
personal  interests,  besides  helping  to  develop  the  business  interests  of  the 
county. 

Joe  Hain,  who  holds  a  place  in  the  ranks  of  Arland  Township’s  progressive 
farmers  and  dairymen,  was  born  in  Hungary,  Jan.  14,  1864,  son  of  Matt  and 
Barbara  (Krom)  Hain.  Both  parents  are  now  deceased.  Joe  Hain  was  edu¬ 
cated  in  his  native  land,  where  he  learned  the  trade  of  wagon  maker.  He 
followed  that  occupation  there  until  1896,  and  then,  in  search  of  better  for¬ 
tune,  emigrated  to  the  United  States.  From  New  York,  where  he  landed,  he 
went  to  Brunswick,  Georgia,  but  not  finding  the  south  to  his  liking,  he  came 
in  the  same  year  to  Wisconsin  and  identified  himself  with  the  development 
of  Barron  County,  by  purchasing  40  acres  of  wild  land  from  Knapp,  Stout  & 
Co.,  in  Section  6,  Arland  Township.  During  his  first  two  years  on  the  place 
he  worked  for  Matt  Dahl,  of  Almena,  at  his  trade  of  wagon  maker.  For  13 
years  he  and  his  family,  for  he  had  married  in  his  native  land,  lived  in  a 
shack  14  by  16  feet  in  size,  which  he  had  erected.  In  1900  Mr.  Hain  bought 
another  tract  of  40  acres,  and  in  1919,  80  more,  making  a  total  of  160  acres 
in  the  same  section.  He  has  cleared  66  acres  and  has  a  good  set  of  build¬ 
ings.  In  1908  he  built  an  eight-room  house,  and  in  1919  a  barn,  34  by  70  feet 
in  size,  which  is  installed  with  the  James  equipment  and  with  the  Universal 
Light  system.  He  is  carrying  on  a  profitable  business  as  general  farmer  and 
dairyman,  keeping  grade  Guernsey  cattle,  with  a  pure  bred  sire.  In  religion 
he  is  a  Catholic.  On  Feb.  28,  1887,  Mr.  Hain  was  united  in  marriage  in  Hun¬ 
gary,  with  Mary  Kompf,  who  was  born  May  26,  1868,  daughter  of  Michael  and 
Helen  (Cook)  Kompf.  To  him  and  his  wife  nine  children  have  been  born: 
Joe,  born  March  17,  1888,  who  is  a  farmer  in  Turtle  Lake  Township;  Louis, 


Digitized  by  VjOO^lC 


Digitized  by  v^ooQle 


Digitized  by  v^ooQle 


1NUKHKIGHT  WEEN  AND  FAMILY 


HISTORY  OF  BARRON  COUNTY 


905 


born  March  19,  1890,  who  is  farming  in  Arland  Township;  Ludwig,  born 
May  81,  1892,  who  died  Sept.  7,  1902;  Mary,  born  April  13,  1894,  now  Mrs. 
Ed  Lundstrom  of  Grand  Rapids,  Minn.;  Frank,  born  Nov.  20,  1896,  a  tele¬ 
graph  operator.  He  married  Sima  Filby  and  they  have  one  child,  Dorothy; 
Celia,  born  July  14,  1899,  now  the  wife  of  Edward  Rhoades  of  Trego,  Wis.; 
Victoria,  born  Aug.  6,  1902,  who  is  a  telephone  operator  in  Minneapolis; 
Matt,  born  July  7,  1905,  and  Casper,  born  Sept.  20,  1907. 

Ingebrigt  Ween,  a  prominent  representative  of  the  agricultural  and 
dairying  interests  of  Arland  Township,  who  has  been  a  resident  of  Barron 
County  for  more  than  thirty  years,  was  born  in  Norway,  Aug.  IT,  1858,  son  of 
Hans  and  Ingeborg  (Yust)  Hendrickson.  He  attended  school  in  his  native 
land  and  subsequently  began  industrial  life  as  a  common  laborer.  In  1877,  at 
the  age  of  nineteen,  he  came  to  America,  landing  at  Philadelphia,  whence  he 
made  his  way  directly  to  Menomonie,  Wis.  There  he  entered  the  employ  of 
the  well  known  lumber  firm  of  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.,  for  whom  he  worked  in  the 
woods,  on  drives  and  in  sawmills  until  1889.  Then  coming  to  Barron  County, 
he  settled  on  80  acres  of  land  in  section  22,  Arland  Township,  a  tract  which 
he  had  bought  five  years  previously.  On  this  he  built  a  log  house  in  which  he 
lived  for  one  year.  In  1890  he  bought  the  Ole  Johnson  homestead  in  the  same 
section,  also  an  uncultivated  tract,  but  provided  with  a  log  house,  in  which 
he  took  up  his  residence,  and  which  he  made  his  home  until  it  burned  in  1895. 
In  the  intervening  time  he  was  engaged  in  improving  his  property,  especially 
in  the  clearing  of  the  land.  For  the  first  two  years  he  was  obliged  to  carry 
his  supplies  on  his  back  from  Barron  and  Prairie  Farm.  In  1891  he  bought  a 
team  of  oxen,  which  he  used  until  1895,  when  he  bought  his  first  team  of 
horses.  Most  of  the  lumber  for  his  buildings  was  manufactured  from  timber 
cut  on  his  own  farm,  and  he  also  disposed  of  many  thousand  feet  to  the  Bundle 
Milling  Co.,  located  in  section  14,  Arland  Township.  In  time  Mr.  Ween  cleared 
65  acres  of  his  land,  besides  erecting  a  set  of  buildings.  In  1900  he  sold  the 
east  eighty,  which  is  now  owned  by  his  son,  Henry.  During  the  early  years 
he  helped  to  build  all  the  roads  in  his  neighborhood,  brought  new  settlers  in, 
and  took  a  prominent  part  in  every  movement  for  the  benefit  of  the  community. 
Thus  he  became  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  his  township,  a  man  widely 
known  and  respected.  He  is  now  engaged  in  operating  the  place  formerly 
owned  by  his  father-in-law,  Ole  Johnson,  keeping  high  grade  cattle  with  a  pure 
bred  Guernsey  sire.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Barron  Co-operative  Creamery, 
the  Farmers’  Co-operative  Store  at  Poskin  and  the  Hillsdale  Western  Telephone 
Company.  Religiously,  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 
Mr.  Ween  married  Bertha  Olson,  who  was  born  in  Norway,  Jan.  22,  1863, 
daughter  of  Ole  and  Helen  (Hanson)  Johnson.  He  and  his  wife  have  been  the 
parents  of  eleven  children,  who  were  born  as  follows:  Henry,  March  23,  1884; 
Olaf,  Feb.  18,  1886;  Helmer,  Dec.  20,  1887;  Iver  M.,  June  13,  1889;  Inga,  Jan. 
27,  1891;  Ingvald,  Aug.  20,  1892;  Oscar,  April  24,  1895;  Helma,  Dec.  24,  1898; 
Marie,  Jan.  19,  1900;  Ida,  Nov.  27,  1901,  and  Carl,  Jan.  24,  1904.  Henry  is  now 
a  farmer  in  Arland  Township.  Helmer  died  in  his  ninth  year  in  August,  1896. 
Inga  resides  in  Minneapolis,  as  also  do  Helma,  Marie  and  Ida.  Iver  M.  gave 
his  life  for  his  country  in  the  World  War.  He  was  drafted  into  the  army  from 
Barron,  Nov.  7,  1917;  trained  six  months  at  Camp  Grant,  where  he  was  attached 
to  Company  C,  59th  Infantry,  Fourth  Division;  then  sent  to  Camp  Greene, 
North  Carolina,  where  he  remained  a  short  time;  then  to  Camp  Mills.  He 
sailed  for  France  May  7,  1918,  and  arrived  there  May  28.  Shortly  after  he 
was  sent  to  the  front  where,  after  being  in  action  about  three  weeks,  he  was 
killed  in  the  Argonne  forest.  He  was  buried  in  the  National  cemetery  at 
Arlington,  Va.  Ingvald  was  also  in  the  army,  being  drafted  from  Barron, 
Sept.  19,  1917.  At  Camp  Grant  he  was  attached  to  Company  K,  134th  Infantry, 
Rainbow  Division.  He  was  not  sent  overseas  and  was  discharged  Oct.  10,  1917. 
Oscar,  the  third  of  Mr.  Ween's  sons  to  serve  in  the  World  War,  was  drafted 
from  Barron  Aug.  20,  1918,  and  was  also  sent  to  Camp  Grant,  where  he  re- 
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mained  one  month,  being  attached  to  Company  F,  148d  Infantry,  Eighty-sixth 
Division.  From  there  he  was  sent  to  Camp  Mills  and  sailed  for  France  Sept. 
16,  1918.  He  was  gassed  while  on  his  way  to  the  front,  and  returned  to  the 
United  States  July  15,  1919,  being  discharged  at  Camp  Grant  July  22.  He 
is  now  a  farmer  in  Barron  Township. 

Ole  Johnson,  father  of  Mrs.  Ingebrigt  Ween,  was  a  pioneer  of  Arland 
Township,  where  he  settled  nearly  half  a  century  ago,  when  most  of  Barron 
County  was  a  wilderness.  He  was  born  in  Norway  and  when  a  young  man 
was  there  married  to  Helen  Hanson..-  In  1871  he  came  alone  to  the  United 
States,  landing  in  New  York  and  coming  west  to  Menomonie,  Wis.,  where  he 
entered  the  employ  of  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  In  1873  he  was  joined  by  his  family 
and  in  the  following  year  they  came  to  Barron  County  and  took  a  homestead 
of  80  acreq  in  section  22,  Arland  Township,  which  is  the  farm  now  owned 
by  Engebrigt  Ween.  Here  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  lived  out  the  rest  of  their 
lives,  the  former  dying  March  19,  1906,  and  the  latter  in  March,  1890,  sixteen 
years  before  her  husband.  They  were  people  widely  known  and  esteemed. 

Nicholas  Gasper,  a  veteran  of  the  Spanish-American  War,  who  has  a 
well  improved  farm  in  Arland  Township,  was  born  in  Germany,  Feb.  27,  1873, 
son  of  Pete  and  Anna  (Schmidt)  Gasper.  The  parents  are  deceased,  the 
mother  having  passed  away  Oct.  15,  1881,  and  the  father  Feb.  14,  1902.  They 
had  three  children:  Nicholas,  Fred  and  Maggie.  Maggie  died  in  1903  and 
Fred  is  living  in  Germany.  Nicholas  acquired  his  education  partly  in  Ger¬ 
many  and  partly  in  the  United  States.  In  his  native  land  he  worked  for  a 
while  in  an  iron  foundry.  In  1890  he  came  to  this  country,  landing  at  New 
York,  whence  he  proceeded  to  St.  Paul,  Minn.  There  he  worked  for  one  year 
in  a  soap  factory,  after  which  he  was  engaged  for  two  years  in  farm  labor. 
He  then  rented  a  farm  at  Hampton,  Minn.,  for  a  year.  Then  he  took  up  farm 
labor  for  others  again,  also  working  in  the  Wisconsin  woods  in  winter.  In 
1898  he  enlisted  in  the  United  States  army  for  service  in  the  Spanish-Amer¬ 
ican  War,  and  was  attached  to  Battery  I,  Fourth  Artillery.  From  Fort  Snel- 
ling  he  went  to  Fort  Mott,  N.  J.,  and  from  there  to  Cuba.  On  the  completion 
of  his  service  in  the  island  he  returned  to  Philadelphia,  went  from  that  city 
to  Fort  Trumbull,  Conn.,  and  thence  to  Minnesota,  where  he  was  discharged 
March  22,  1899,  after  about  a  year’s  service.  Once  more  a  civilian,  Mr.  Gasper 
found  employment  as  an  engineer  in  the  Twin  City  brick  yard  at  St.  Paul  and 
continued  in  that  position  for  six  years,  with  the  exception  of  time  spent  in 
proving  up  a  homestead  in  Burnett  County,  Wis.  This  homestead  he  had 
taken  in  1896.  He  proved  up  in  1901,  clearing  ten  acres  and  erecting  a  small 
set  of  buildings.  In  1905  he  sold  the  property,  and  in  the  same  year  settled 
on  60  acres  of  land  in  section  4,  Arland  Township,  Barron  County,  which  he 
had  bought  in  1903.  In  1906  he  bought  40  acres  in  section  9,  thus  acquiring 
the  farm  of  100  acres  on  which  he  is  now  living.  Here  he  has  erected  a  fine 
set  of  buildings,  the  barn  measuring  32  by  60  feet  and  installed  with  the 
James  equipment.  Like  the  majority  of  farmers  in  Arland  Township,  he  does 
general  farming  and  dairying,  his  cattle  being  mixed  but  with  a  pure  bred 
sire.  Through  intelligent  industry  he  has  advanced  far  on  the  road  to  pros¬ 
perity  and  is  numbered  among  the  substantial  citizens  of  his  township.  He 
is  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers’  Co-operative  Store  at  Poskin  and  in  the 
co-operative  creamery  at  Barron.  For  six  years  Mr.  Gasper  served  as  clerk 
of  the  school  board  of  district  No.  2,  and  in  1919  he  was  elected  supervisor 
on  the  town  board.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Catholic  Church.  Mr.  Gasper  was 
married  May  5,  1903,  in  Hampton,  Minn.,  to  Mary  Rischette,  who  was  born 
Dec.  7,  1868,  daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Zeien)  Rischette.  Her  par¬ 
ents  were  natives  of  Luxembourg  who  came  to  America  in  the  early  sixties, 
settling  near  Hampton,  Minn.,  where  Mr.  Rischette  died  March  15,  1914.  His 
widow  is  now  residing  near  Hampton.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gasper  three  children 
have  been  born:  Mamie  N.,  Feb.  18,  1904;  Nicholas  P.,  June  25,  1906,  and 
Frank  J.,  Jan.  14,  1913. 
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William  Wuorenma,  a  farmer  and  dairyman  who  is.  making  good  progress 
in  Arland  Township,  where  he  is  well  known  and  respected,  was  born  in 
Finland,  April  9,  1870,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Andrew  Wuorenma.  The  parents 
both  died  in  Finland,  their  native  country,  and  there  William  spent  his  early 
years  up  to  the  age  of  22,  engaged  in  farming.  Then  he  joined  the  westward 
trend  of  emigration,  in  1892  landing  at  New  York  and  going  directly  to  Mar¬ 
quette,  Mich.,  where  for  a  short  time  he  worked  in  a  stone  quarry.  From 
there  he  went  to  Lance  in  the  same  state  and  there  followed  the  same  kind 
of  work  during  six  summers,  working  in  the  woods  in  winter.  The  year  1898 
witnessed  his  advent  in  Barron  County,  to  which  he  came  a  single  man  on  the 
lookout  to  better  his  fortunes.  This  was  not  a  task  of  immediate  accomplish¬ 
ment,  for  his  only  way  to  reach  the  goal  was  through  the  development  of  a 
farm.  Accordingly  he  bought  80  acres  of  wild  land  in  section  7,  Arland 
Township,  which  he  obtained  from  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.,  the  lumbermen,  and 
then  took  up  his  residence  with  a  neighbor,  Nels  Tyni.  He  was  not  long  in 
the  township,  however,  before  he  decided  to  try  a  venture  farther  west  and, 
going  to  Montana,  worked  in  the  coal  mines  of  Cascade  County  till  1905.  He 
then  came  back  to  his  farm  and  settled  on  it,  erecting  a  shack  and  log  barn. 
He  has  since  cleared  40  acres  of  the  land  and  erected  a  good  house;  also,  in 
1919,  a  machine  shed  22  by  60  feet,  and  is  now  engaged  in  building  a  fine 
barn,  34  by  86  feet,  installed  with  the  Farmers’  barn  equipment.  As  a  general 
farmer  and  dairyman  he  is  doing  a  successful  business,  his  cattle  being 
mixed  Holsteins  and  Guernseys,  with  a  pure  bred  sire.  He  also  has  a  herd  of 
Poland  China  hogs.  Mr.  Wuorenma  helped  to  organize  and  build  the  Finnish 
Synod  Church  in  Arland  Township,  of  which  he  is  a  member.  He  is  a  stock¬ 
holder  in  the  Twin  Town  Cheese  Factory  and  the  Hillsdale  Northwestern 
Telephone  Co.  On  Aug.  11,  1900,  Mr.  Wuorenma  was  united  in  marriage  in 
Stockett,  Mont.,  to  Olga  Autio,  who  was  born  in  Finland,  July  17,  1880,  and 
came  to  America  in  1890.  He  and  his  wife  have  eight  children :  Alma  M.,  born 
Feb.  26,  1902,  now  Mrs.  Henry  Anderson  of  Turtle  Lake  Township;  Selma  G., 
born  Feb.  12,  1904;  Vaino  A.,  born  Feb.  2,  1905;  Toivo  W.,  born  Dec.  2,  1907, 
who  died  Jan.  10,  1908;  Hilda  E.,  born  March  5,  1910,  who  died  April  5,  1910; 
August  W.,  born  Sept.  30,  1911;  Fannie  I.,  born  Sept.  20,  1914,  and  John 
A.,  born  July  21,  1916. 

Fred  L.  Pichelmann,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  section  31,  Arland  Township, 
was  born  in  Le  Sueur  County,  Minn.,  March  8,  1889,  the  son  of  John  and 
Marie  (Becker)  Pichelmann,  natives  of  Germany.  He  was  reared  to  young 
boyhood  on  the  farm  where  he  was  born  and  attended  school  there  for  a  while. 
At  the  age  of  eight,  in  1897,  he  was  brought  to  this  township.  Here  he  finished 
his  schooling  in  the  district  school,  and  learned  farming  from  his  father.  For 
a  while  he  worked  with  his  brothers,  Henry  and  John,  who  operated  a  sawmill 
in  the  same  section  as  the  home.  In  1908  he  purchased  80  acres  from  his 
father,  but  at  once  rented  .it  to  his  brother,  Otto  H.  For  six  years  thereafter 
he  worked  at  home  in  the  spring,  in  the  harvest  fields  and  with  threshing 
crews  in  Wilkin  County,  Minn.,  in  the  fall,  and  in  the  logging  woods  of  St. 
Louis  County,  Minn.,  in  the  winter.  In  1914  he  erected  a  set  of  buildings  on 
his  eighty,  including  an  eight-room  house;  a  barn,  36  by  76  feet,  furnished 
with  the  Western' Barn  Equipment;  a  silo,  a  chicken  house,  and  other  struc¬ 
tures.  Then  he  moved  into  the  place.  He  has  cleared  about  50  acres,  and  put 
up  good  fences.  Here  he  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairy¬ 
ing.  He  has  a  good  herd  of  Holstein  cattle  headed  by  a  full-blooded  sire,  and 
he  has  a  fine  flock  of  pure  blooded  White  Leghorn  chickens,  of  which  he 
makes  a  specialty.  He  has  also  set  out  a  small  orchard.  Mr.  Pichelmann  is 
a  useful  citizen.  He  is  a  man  of  experience  and  energy,  he  believes  in  every¬ 
thing  that  is  wholesome  and  good,  and  he  is  well  liked  throughout  the  com¬ 
munity.  Mr.  Pichelmann  was  married  at  Nashua,  Minn.,  on  Oct  13,  1914,  to 
Dena  Miller,  who  was  born  in  Germany,  Dec.  18,  1892,  the  daughter  of  Peter 
and  Hannah  (Nehause)  Miller,  natives  of  Germany,  who  came  to  America  in 
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1893,  and  settled  in  Osceola  County,  Iowa.  There  Mr.  Miller  died.  Later  Mrs. 
Miller  married  Robert  Arfsteen,  and  they  now  live  in  Wilkin  County,  Minn. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pichelmann  have  four  children:  Fern  A.,  born  Jan.  15,  1916; 
Clarence  L.,  April  1,  1917;  Dorothy  A.,  Nov.  2,  1918;  and  Merill  A.,  June 
15,  1920. 

Nicholas  Schenten,  who  since  1897  has  developed  a  good  farm  of  140 
acres  in  Arland  Township,  of  which  he  is  now  a  well  known  and  respected 
citizen,  was  born  in  Luxembourg,  Jan.  7,  1872,  son  of  Michael  and  Katie 
(Miller)  Schenten.  His  parents  died  in  their  native  land.  There  Nicholas 
was  educated  and  subsequently,  until  1891,  worked  for  his  father.  He  then 
went  to  Rheims,  France,  in  the  vicinity  of  which  place  he  was  engaged  for 
three  years  in  farm  labor.  In  1894  he  came  to  America,  landing  at  New  York, 
whence  he  came  west  to  Dubuque,  Iowa.  There  he  remained  for  four  years,  or 
until  the  fall  of  1897,  when  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  started  in  for  him¬ 
self  as  a  farmer.  The  tract  he  purchased  consisted  of  80  acres  of  wild  land  in 
section  3,  Arland  Township,  and  his  first  work  was  to  erect  a  shack  for  a 
temporary  residence,  after  which  he  began  to  clear  the  land.  In  1899  he 
bought  60  acres  more  in  section  10,  the  same  township.  In  the  meanwhile  he 
was  obliged  to  spend  two  summers  in  the  harvest  fields  of  Minnesota  to  earn 
money  on  which  to  live.  In  spite  of  such  interruptions  he  made  gradual 
progress  and  up  to  the  present  time  has  cleared  100  acres,  besides  erecting 
a  set  of  modern  buildings.  He  is  engaged  in  mixed  farming  and  dairying, 
keeping  grade  Holstein  cattle  and  is  making  good  financial  progress,  being 
also  a  stockholder  in  the  co-operative  creamery  at  Barron.  In  religion  he  is 
a  Catholic.  For  twelve  years  he  has  served  on  the  school  board  of  district 
No.  2.  Mr.  Schenten  was  married  Sept.  16,  1902,  to  Maggie  Ehl,  who  was 
born  Feb.  10,  1881,  in  Iowa,  daughter  of  Peter  and  Katie  (Stoffel)  Ehl.  Her 
parents  are  now  deceased.  The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schenten  has  re¬ 
sulted  in  the  birth  of  twelve  children,  of  whom  ten  are  now  living,  the  record 
being  as  follows:  Katie,  born  Dec.  19,  1904;  Marie,  born  June  19,  1906,  who 
died  Nov.  12  the  same  year;  Anna  M.,  born  Nov.  3,  1907;  Josephine  E.,  born 
Jan.  3,  1909;  Maggie  A.,  born  Jan.  20,  1910;  Michael,  born  Feb.  6,  1911,  who 
died  in  infancy;  Lena,  born  Jan.  6,  1912;  Susanna,  bom  Jan.  17,  1913;  Michael 
and  Nicholas  P.  (twins),  bom  Jan.  2,  1914;  Marie,  bom  June  22,  1917,  and 
Frances,  bom  July  4,  1920. 

John  Pichelmann,  at  one  time  an  extensive  land  owner  of  section  31, 
Arland  Township,  and  an  honored  and  respected  resident,  was  bora  in  Ger¬ 
many,  and  was  there  reared  and  educated.  He  was  there  married  to  Marie 
Becker,  also  a  native  of  the  same  neighborhood.  In  1873  they  set  out  for 
America.  After  landing,  they  found  their  way  to  Chicago,  where  they  stayed 
for  a  short  time,  and  then  continued  to  Le  Sueur  County,  Minn.,  where  they 
secured  40  acres  of  land.  There  they  built  up  a  good  place,  developing  what 
is  still  one  of  the  best  farms  in  that  neighborhood.  There  they  lived  in  happi¬ 
ness,  contentment  and  prosperity  for  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century.  In  1897, 
Mr.  Pichelmann  brought  his  family  to  Barron  County,  and  purchased  320 
acres  of  wild  land  in  section  31,  Arland  Township.  On  the  southwest  eighty 
of  this  he  erected  a  set  of  log  buildings.  With  this  beginning  he  cleared  up 
forty  acres,  and  gradually  got  up  a  good  set  of  buildings.  There  he  success¬ 
fully  carried  on  general  farming  and  dairying  until  1908.  Then  he  sold  the 
home  eighty  to  his  son,  Otto  H.,  the  northwest  eighty  to  his  son,  Fred  S.,  and 
the  east  160  acres  to  his  sons,  Henry  and  John.  Since  that  time  he  has  made 
his  home  with  his  son,  Otto  H.  He  is  a  pioneer  of  two  states,  he  has  developed 
farms  in  two  different  counties,  he  is  a  man  of  broad  mind  and  experience,  and 
his  judgment  is  sound  and  conservative.  He  is  much  esteemed  by  all  who  know 
him,  his  worth  and  work  are  appreciated,  and  he  is  held  in  highest  regard 
not  only  by  his  large  family  but  also  by  all  who  know  him.  His  wife  has  been 
a  faithful  helpmeet  in  all  his  undertakings.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pichelmann  are  the 
parents  of  sixteen  children:  Henry  lives  in  Duluth,  Minn.  Frieda  is  dead. 
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John  lives  in  Nashua,  Wilkin  County,  Minn.  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Rudolph 
Friday  of  Turtle  Lake  Township,  this  county.  Sophie  is  the  wife  of  Henry 
Reetz  of  Turtle  Lake,  this  county.  Minnie  is  the  wife  of  Albert  Reetz  of 
Nashua,  Minn.  Herman  is  dead.  Reka  is  the  wife  of  Robert  Reetz  of  Almena 
Township,  this  county.  Carl  is  dead.  Otto  H.  is  on  a  part  of  the  home  farm. 
Tillie  is  the  wife  of  Fred  Bunte  of  Nashua,  Minn.  Fred  L.  is  on  a  part  of  the 
home  farm  in  Arland  Township.  William  is  dead.  Augusta  is  the  wife  of 
August  Walum  of  Prairie  Farm,  Township.  Anna  is  with  her  parents,  and 
brother,  Otto  H.  Arthur  H.  is  dead.  The  children  have  all  done  well  in  life, 
all  are  a  credit  to  their  parents  and  to  each  other,  and  all  are  in  excellent 
standing  in  the  respective  communities  in  which  they  live. 

Otto  H.  Pichelmann,  an  enterprising  farmer  of  section  31,  Arland  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  Le  Sueur  County,  Minn.,  Jan.  17,  1884,  the  son  of  John  and 
Marie  (Becker)  Pichelmann,  natives  of  Germany.  He  was  reared  on  the  farm 
where  he  was  born,  attended  the  district  school  and  remained  in  his  native 
state  until  1897,  when  at  the  age  of  thirteen  he  was  brought  to  his  present 
farm.  He  here  completed  his  common  school  education  in  the  school  of  district 
6,  Arland.  He  worked  at  home,  learned  farming  from  his  father,  and  helped 
in  the  development  of  the  home  place.  In  1908  he  took  over  his  present  place 
of  80  acres,  which  included  his  father’s  buildings.  He  has  cleared  40  more 
acres,  has  repaired  the  buildings,  put  up  a  granary  and  garage  and  made  other 
improvements.  He  has  beautified  the  lawn,  repaired  the  fences,  purchased 
modern  equipment  and  has  a  well  kept  farm  in  every  particular.  Here  he 
carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying  on  a  successful  scale,  and  has  a  good 
herd  of  Holstein  cattle.  He  believes  in  progress  and  improvement,  and  is 
taking  part  in  everything  which  he  believes  to  be  of  real  benefit  to  the  com¬ 
munity.  Mr.  Pichelmann  was  married  at  Almena  Township  on  Jan.  7,  1916,  to 
Minnie  Sass,  who  was  born  Nov.  13,  1896,  in  Turtle  Lake  Township,  this 
county,  the  daughter  of  Carl  and  Bertha  (Groth)  Sass,  natives  of  Germany, 
who  came  to  America  in  the  early  eighties,  and  in  1895  settled  in  Turtle 
Lake.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pichelmann  have  two  children:  Helen  H.  was  born  Dec. 
11,  1916,  and  Grace  M.  was  born  Nov.  12,  1919. 

Fred  Olson,  among  those  who  are  prominently  engaged  in  farming  and 
dairying  in  Arland  Township,  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch  who,  like  many 
other  successful  men  of  Barron  County,  is  a  native  of  Norway.  He  was  born 
Oct.  27,  1869,  son  of  Ole  and  Mollie  (Krigstad)  Frederickson.  The  family 
came  to  America  in  1886,  settling  in  Hennepin  County,  Minn.,  near  Minne¬ 
apolis,  where  the  father  worked  in  a  brick  yard  until  his  retirement  from 
active  labor  in  the  late  nineties.  He  died  in  1907,  and  his  wife,  Mollie,  who 
survived  him,  now  resides  in  Minneapolis  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Bertha 
Velve.  Their  children,  six  in  number,  were:  Bertha,  above  mentioned;  Fred, 
subject  of  this  sketch;  Bella,  now  Mrs.  Peter  Thompson  of  Arland  Township; 
Beaver  and  Gertie  of  Minneapolis,  and  Ole  of  Seattle,  Wash.  Fred  Olson 
attended  school  first  in  Norway  and  later  in  Minneapolis.  In  his  native  land 
he  worked  on  a  farm,  and  when  he  landed  in  Boston  in  1880,  a  young  man 
of  20  years,  he  went  at  once  to  Minneapolis,  in  the  vicinity  of  which  city  he 
continued  for  three  years  at  farm  labor.  After  that  eight  years  were  spent 
in  a  brick  yard  and  another  eight  in  a  lumber  yard  as  teamster.  In  the  fall  of 
1899  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  began  an  independent  career  as  a  farmer 
by  settling  on  120  acres  in  section  14,  Arland  Township.  This  was  a  tract  of 
wild  land  which  he  had  purchased  in  1897,  and  of  which  he  has  since  cleared 
20  acres,  having  also  erected  a  set  of  buildings.  His  cattle  are  of  the  Guernsey 
breed,  including  a  pure  bred  sire,  and  he  is  doing  a  successful  business  both 
as  dairyman  and  general  farmer.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Barron  Co-opera¬ 
tive  Creamery  and  a  member  of  the  Barron  Shipping  Association.  For  three 
years  Mr.  Olson  served  on  the  Arland  Township  board  as  supervisor  and  has 
been  clerk  nine  years  of  district  No.  1  school  board.  As  a  citizen  he  is  well 
known  and  popular.  Mr.  Olson  assumed  the  responsibilities  of  domestic  life 
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on  April  14,  1895,  when  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Isabelle  Peterson, 
who  was  born  in  Norway,  Sept.  16,  1866,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Belle  (John¬ 
son)  Peterson.  Her  father  died  in  Norway,  after  which,  in  1879,  her  mother 
came  to  the  United  States  and  settled  in  Meeker  County,  Minn.,  where  she 
resided  until  her  death  in  1908.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Olson  are  the  parents  of  five 
children:  Oren  T.,  born  March  20,  1896;  Ilnore  M.,  July  20,  1900;  Bessie  J., 
July  6,  1908;  Florence  J.,  July  3,  1905,  and  Margaret  O.,  April  24,  1908.  Oren 
T.  on  Oct.  15,  1918,  enlisted  in  the  United  States  army  from  Barron,  and  was 
sent  for  training  to  Lake  Charles,  La.  He  was  discharged  Jan.  17,  1919,  and 
is  now  in  Chicago  in  the  employ  of  the  United  Manufacturing  and  Distributing 
Company.  Ilnore  M.  is  with  the  Northwestern  Electric  Company  of  Minne¬ 
apolis.  The  others  are  residing  at  home.  The  family  attends  the  Norwegian 
Lutheran  Church  at  Barron. 

Ferdinand  Hellmann,  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Arland  Township, 
where  he  has  an  excellent  farm  of  200  acres,  is  a  man  widely  known  through¬ 
out  this  part  of  the  county  for  his  enterprise  and  helpful  participation  in 
all  projects  for  the  advancement  of  his  township  and  county.  As  farmer, 
dairyman  and  beekeeper  he  has  achieved  financial  success  and  as  a  useful 
citizen  won  the  esteem  of  his  neighbors.  He  was  born  in  Steinfeldt,  Alden- 
berg,  Germany,  Aug.  22,  1862,  son  of  Frank  and  Dena  (Roehte)  Hellmann.  His 
parents,  who  are  now  deceased,  had  six  children,  of  whom  five  are  now  living: 
August,  who  is  in  Canada ;  Henry,  residing  in  Texas ;  Minnie,  now  Mrs.  Frank 
Krockmann,  living  in  Germany;  Lizzie,  wife  of  Frank  Balster  of  Minnesota, 
and  Ferdinand  of  Arland  Township,  Barron  County.  Ferdinand  Hellmann 
was  educated  in  his  native  land  and  began  industrial  life  there  as  a  farm 
laborer.  Knowing  well  that  he  was  not  on  the  road  to  riches,  he  resolved  to  bet¬ 
ter  himself  by  emigration,  and  in  1880  came  to  the  United  States,  landing  in 
Baltimore  and  proceeding  west  to  Delaware  County,  Iowa.  There  he  remained 
six  years  working'  on  farms,  after  which  he  spent  four  years  in  Sioux  County, 
Iowa.  He  then  rented  a  farm  for  seven  years  in  Sioux  County,  Iowa.  In  1898 
Mr.  Hellmann  made  the  important  step  of  his  life,  coming  to  Barron  County 
and  buying  from  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  120  acres  of  land  in  sections  2  and  8, 
Arland  Township.  Later  he  purchased  80  acres  in  section  11,  the  same  town¬ 
ship.  Thus  he  came  into  possesion  of  200  acres  of  wild  land,  capable  of 
producing  abundant  crops,  but  needing  a  vast  amount  of  work  before  it  could 
be  brought  under  cultivation.  Mr.  Hellmann  bent  with  hearty  good  will  to 
his  task,  and  every  month  saw  it  farther  advanced.  In  time  he  cleared  100 
acres,  besides  erecting  a  complete  set  of  buildings.  His  present  barn,  which 
he  built  in  1915,  measures  40  by  100  feet  and  is  supplied  with  the  James 
equipment.  His  cattle  are  Holsteins  with  pure  bred  sires,  and  besides  carrying 
on  general  farming  he  gives  special  attention  to  dairying.  His  horses  are 
pure  bred  Percherons.  Mr.  Hellmann,  in  addition  to  his  direct  farming  inter¬ 
ests,  is  a  stockholder  in  the  co-operative  creamery  at  Barron  and  the  Farmers' 
Store  at  Poskin.  On  one  occasion,  some  years  ago,  while  he  was  engaged  in 
road  work,  he  happened  to  notice  a  swarm  of  bees  in  flight  and,  impelled  by  a 
sudden  impulse,  he  captured  them  and  made  a  start  in  the  bee  business.  He 
subsequently  added  to  his  apiary  until  in  1916  he  had  225  swarms.  In  1900 
his  house  was  wrecked  by  a  cyclone  but  was  speedily  rebuilt.  Mr.  Hellmann 
was  married  Feb.  4,  1891,  to  Mary  Anna  Meinars  who,  after  sixteen  years  of 
"happy  married  life,  passed  away  June  2,  1907.  To  him  and  his  wife  five  chil¬ 
dren  were  born,  as  follows^  Bertha,  born  Feb.  29,  1892,  died  May  16,  the  same 
year;  Frank,  born  April*  27,  1893;  John,  born  Jan.  4,  1896,  who  served  in 
the  World  Waf;  Regina,  bom  Nov.  30,  1897,  who  is  the  family  housekeeper; 
Antonia,' born:  Nov;' 26,!  1899,  who  died  Jan.  31,  1902;  Antonia  (second),  bom 
Jan.  21,  1902;  May  S.\  bora  Feb.- 28,  1905,  and  Aloysius,  bom  June  1,  1907, 
who  died  in  infancy.  The  war  record  of  John  is  as  follows :  Drafted  from 
Wheaton,  Minn.,  April  28,  1918;  attached  to  344th  Machine  Gun  Co.,  90th 
Division;  sailed  for  overseas  in  June,  1918;  saw  action  at  St.  Mihiel,  the 
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Meuse-Argonne  and  Defensive  Sector,  and  was  with  the  army  of  occupation 
in  Germany;  returned  to  the  United  States  in  June,  1919.  Since  then  he  has 
resided  at  home  and  at  present  is  serving  as  road  commissioner  of  Arland 
Township.  Mr.  Hellmann  and  his  family  are  members  of  the  German  con¬ 
gregation  of  the  Catholic  Church.  They  hold  a  high  position  in  the  community 
and  have  a  wide  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances. 

Lars  Johnson,  a  former  resident  of  Arland  Township,  who  contributed 
his  part  toward  the  development  of  its  agricultural  resources,  was  born  in 
Norway,  July  10,  1846.  He  attended  school  in  his  native  land,  where  he  began 
industrial  life  as  a  common  laborer,  and  as  such  continued  for  many  years. 
Realizing  at  last  that  for  him  Norway  was  not  a  land  of  promise,  he  emigrated 
in  1892  to  the  United  States,  accompanied  by  Jacob  Hawkinson,  and  after 
landing  at  New  York  came  on  directly  to  Barron  County.  In  the  following 
year  he  realized  one  object  of  his  ambition,  buying  80  acres  of  wild  land  in 
section  21,  Arland  Township,  but  to  earn  a  livelihood  he  was  obliged  to  work 
in  sawmills  and  in  the  woods,  living  in  a  shanty  that  had  been  built  by  the 
sawmill  company.  Gradually  he  cleared  16  acres  of  his  land  and  in  time 
erected  a  good  set  of  buildings,  the  work  being  all  done  by  himself.  On  his 
little  farm  he  worked  hard,  taking  satisfaction  in  the  fact  that  he  was  at  last 
making  substantial  progress,  and  so  continued  until  his  death  at  the  age  of 
fifty-seven  years  and  two  days  on  July  12,  1903.  Mr.  Johnson  married  Bertha 
Jacobson,  who  was  born  in  Sweden,  May  1,  1858,  daughter  of  Jacob  Erickson 
and  Gertie  (Anderson)  Erickson.  Both  her  parents  are  now  deceased.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Lars  Johnson  seven  children  were  born,  namely:  John  J.  Larson, 
born  June  14,  1882,  who  was  killed  in  the  woods  March  10,  1903;  Gertrude, 
born  March  16,  1884,  who  is  the  widow  of  Hugh  Le  Grand  of  Minneapolis 
who  died  in  1917;  Erick  Larson,  born  July  16,  1886;  Gust  Larson,  born  Aug. 
11,  1892,  who  operates  a  garage  in  Barron;  Emma  C.,  bora  Oct.  30,  1896,  now 
Mrs.  H.  H.  Moore  of  Minneapolis;  Bennie  Larson,  bora  May  18,  1899,  who 
died  Aug.  26,  1903,  and  Alma,  bora  May  9,  1901,  now  residing  in  Minneapolis. 

Erick  Larson,  a  thriving  farmer  and  dairyman  of  Arland  Township,  was 
bora  in  Sweden,  July  15,  1886,  son  of  Lars  and  Bertha  (Jacobson)  Johnson.  As 
a  child  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  the  United  States  in  1892  and  grew 
up  on  their  farm  in  Arland  Township.  After  his  father’s  death  in  July,  1903, 
he  carried  on  the  farm  for  his  mother  and  continued  as  its  manager  until 
Sept.  12,  1917,  when  he  bought  it.  He  is  successfully  engaged  in  mixed  farm¬ 
ing  and  dairying,  keeping  grade  Guernsey  cattle  with  a  high  grade  sire,  and 
is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Barron  Co-operative  Creamery  and  the  Hillsdale 
Western  Telephone  Company.  Industrious  and  enterprising,  he  is  making 
good  progress  and  is  already  numbered  among  the  substantial  citizens  of 
his  township. 

Ole  Severson,  a  pioneer  settler  of  Arland  Township,  whose  active  career 
in  Barron  County  has  bridged  the  distance  from  log  cabin  to  modern  home, 
was  born  in  Norway,  Jan.  12,  1846.  There  he  grew  to  manhood  and  married 
Inga  Anderson,  continuing  to  reside  in  his  native  land  until  1870.  He  then 
came  to  America,  landing  at  Quebec,  from  which  place  he  went  on  to  Monroe 
County,  Wis.  In  that  locality  he  remained  for  18  months.  Then  in  1872  he 
Came  to  Barron  County  and  took  a  homestead  of  80  acres  in  section  20,  Arland 
Township,  where  he  was  one  of  the  first  settlers.  The  tract  was  wild  and  he 
commenced  improvements  by  erecting  a  set  of  log  buildings,  of  which  the 
large  log  barn  is  still  standing  on  the  farm.  To  earn  money  on  which  to  live 
Mr.  Severson  did  contract  skidding  for  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.,  being  one  of  the 
first  settlers  in  that  locality  to  own  a  team  of  oxen.  In  the  summer  time  he 
worked  on  his  farm,  of  which  in  time  he  cleared  75  acres.  He  was  successfully 
engaged  in  mixed  farming  and  dairying  until  1911,  in  which  year  he.  retired, 
selling  the  farm  to  his  son,  Sever,  who  is  now  operating  it.  Among  his  useful 
Activities, '  aside  from  the  clearing  of  his  own  farm,  he  did  good  work  in 
inducing  settlers  to  remain  in  the  township,  and  organized  the  Arland  cream- 
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ery,  in  which  he  was  a  stockholder.  Mr.  Severson  was  married,  Sept.  16,  1877, 
to  Inga  Anderson,  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Anna  (Severson)  Wold.  Of  this 
union  nine  children  were  born:  Sever,  above  mentioned;  Anton,  deceased; 
Carrie,  now  Mrs.  Andrew  Knutson  of  Dallas  Township;  Thorval,  a  farmer 
in  Arland  Township;  Albert,  deceased;  Ida,  wife  of  Andrew  Swanson  of 
Scobey,  Mont.;  Julia,  who  is  Mrs.  Edward  Thuftin  of  Arland  Township;  Gena, 
wife  of  Ernest  Dreyer  of  Arland  Township,  and  Ingval,  residing  at  home. 

Sever  Severson,  proprietor  of  one  of  the  old  pioneer  homesteads  in  Arland 
Township,  was  born  on  this  farm  Nov.  11,  1879,  son  of  Ole  and  Inga  (Ander¬ 
son)  Severson.  His  boyhood  days  were  spent  amid  rough  surroundings,  as 
the  country  was  wild  and  his  parents’  farm  as  yet  but  partly  developed.  In 
that  development  he,  himself,  had  to  take  an  active  part,  though  for  several 
years  he  attended  school  in  district  4.  Such  as  the  place  was,  it  suited  him, 
and  when  he  grew  to  manhood  he  felt  no  disposition  to  leave,  but  remained 
with  his  father,  whose  assistant  and  co-worker  he  was  until  he  bought  the 
homestead  in  1901.  Since  then  he  has  improved  the  buildings  and  erected 
some  outbuildings,  including  a  milk  house,  chicken  house  and  woodshed.  In 
addition  to  raising  the  usual  crops,  he  follows  dairying,  keeping  Holstein 
cattle  with  a  pure  bred  sire.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Arland  Township  Farm 
Bureau  and  of  the  Concordia  Church. 

Ingval  Severson,  born  in  Arland  Township,  Nov.  14,  1895,  son  of  Ole  and 
Inga  (Anderson)  Severson,  has  a  similar  early  history  to  that  of  his  brother. 
Sever,  already  outlined.  Like  him,  he  was  associated  with  their  father,  both 
in  the  woods  and  on  the  farm,  but  at  present  is  working  on  the  same  farm 
for  Sever.  He  was  married  June  24,  1916,  to  Esther  Peterson,  who  was  born 
July  12,  1895,  daughter  of  Elmer  F.  and  Betsey  (Ingwalson)  Peterson.  The 
parents  were  natives  of  Sweden  who  came  to  America  in  the  early  eighties  and, 
settling  in  Barron  County,  Wis.,  took  a  homestead  in  Turtle  Lake  Township, 
which  they  developed  into  a  good  farm.  That  place  was  their  residence  for 
the  rest  of  their  lives  with  the  exception  of  four  years,  from  1904  to  1909, 
during  which  Mr.  Peterson  was  superintendent  of  the  poor  farm  at  Barron. 
He  died  May  3,  1912,  and  his  wife  Jan.  11,  1908.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ingval  Severson 
have  three  children :  Elmer,  Bessie  and  Eleanor. 

Frank  Osterkamp,  who  established  a  good  farm  in  Arland  Township, 
which  he  cultivated  until  his  death  on  Feb.  2,  1915,  was  born  in  Germany,  Aug. 
28,  1846.  After  leaving  school  he  learned  the  baker’s  trade,  which  he  followed 
in  his  native  land  until  1889,  during  14  years  of  that  time  operating  a  bakery 
for  himself.  In  1889  he  came  to  America,  landing  at  Baltimore,  whence  he 
went  on  to  southern  Nebraska,  where  he  worked  as  a  section  hand  for  two 
years.  For  three  years  subsequently  he  operated  a  dray  line  and  for  five 
years  was  engaged  in  farm  work.  In  1904  he  came  to  Barron  County  and 
bought  320  acres  of  wild  land  in  section  6,  Arland  Township,  which  he  began 
to  improve  and  where  he  was  industriously  engaged  in  mixed  farming  and 
dairying  for  the  rest  of  his  life.  He  was  for  three  years  a  director  on  the 
school  board  of  district  No.  3.  Fraternally,  he  was  affiliated  with  Almena 
Camp,  M.  W.  A.,  and  religiously  with  the  German  Lutheran  Church.  Mr. 
Osterkamp  was  married  May  17,  1877,  in  Germany,  to  Johanna  Hoff,  who  was 
born  April  28,  1846.  To  him  and  his  wife  eight  children  were  born,  of  whom 
four  are  now  living,  namely:  Aggie,  residing  in  Lincoln,  Nebr.;  John  A.,  a 
farmer;  Anna,  at  home,  and  Fritz  D.,  who  is  a  farmer.  Those  deceased  are 
William,  Dora,  Eilt  and  Johanna. 

John  A.  Osterkamp,  who,  with  his  brother,  Fritz  D.,  is  operating  the 
320-acre  farm  in  Arland  Township,  established  by  their  father,  known  as  the 
Ostland  Stock  Farm,  registered,  was  born  in  Germany,  Nov.  10,  1879,  son  of 
Frank  and  Johanna  (Hoff)  Osterkamp.  He  attended  school  both  in  Germany 
and  Nebraska,  and  subsequently  worked  for  and  with  his  father  until  the 
latter’s  death  in  1915.  Then  he  and  his  brother,  Fritz,  bought  the  interests 
of  the  other  heirs  and  now  own  the  home  place,  of  which  John  A.  is  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  OF  BARRON  COUNTY 


913 


manager.  They  have  erected  a  complete  set  of  new  buildings:  a  house  in 
1915;  a  machine  shed,  24  by  60  feet,  in  1918;  and  a  barn,  36  by  110  feet,  with 
the  James  equipment,  and  two  silos,  in  1919.  Their  cattle  are  pure  bred 
Holsteins,  and  the  brothers  are  members  of  the  Holstein  Breeders’  Associa¬ 
tion,  also  of  the  Almena  Farmers’  Shipping  Union.  John  D.  has  been  six 
years  clerk  of  the  school  board  of  district  No.  3.  Fraternally,  he  is  connected 
with  Almena  Camp,  M.  W.  A.  Energetic  and  enterprising,  he  and  his  brother 
are  making  rapid  progress  in  improving  their  farm,  and  are  numbered  among 
the  well-to-do  citizens  of  their  township. 

Fritz  D.  Osterkamp,  whose  industrial  career  has  been  connected  with 
that  of  his  father  and  of  his  brother,  John  A.,  was  born  in  Germany,  Sept.  29* 
1882.  He  was  educated  in  Nebraska  and  has  always  worked  at  home.  Since 
1915,  when  he  became  his  brother’s  partner  on  the  father’s  death,  he  has 
worked  hard  and  done  his  share  to  improve  their  mutual  property.  In  1921 
he  was  elected  president  of  the  Farm  Bureau  in  Arland  Township,  and  is  also 
secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Almena  Holstein  Association,  and  president  of 
Almena  Cow  Testing  Association.  Like  his  brother,  he  belongs  to  Almena 
Camp,  M.  W.  A. 

Andrew  W.  Anderson,  a  typical  representative  of  the  hard  working  and 
successful  farmers  of  Arland  Township,  where  he  has  resided  for  18  years,  was 
born  in  Finland,  April  22,  1866,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Andrew  Wuorenmaa. 
After  receiving  some  schooling  in  his  native  land,  he  became  a  farm  laborer, 
in  which  occupation  he  continued  until  1888.  In  that  year,  as  an  immigrant  in 
quest  of  better  fortune,  he  landed  at  New  York  and  went  direct  to  Marquette, 
Mich.,  which  was  his  home  for  the  next  15  years.  Eleven  years  of  that  time 
were  spent  in  the  stone  quarries  and  four  years  in  an  iron  foundry.  Realizing 
at  last  that  working  for  others  at  a  weekly  wage  was  not  the  way  to  advance 
himself,  Mr.  Anderson  turned  his  thoughts  to  agriculture,  and  coming  to 
Barron  County,  bought  a  tract  of  wild  land  of  80  acres  in  section  17,  Arland 
Township.  Deficient  in  capital,  however,  he  was  unable  as  yet  to  settle  on 
his  property  and  was  therefore  obliged  to  continue  as  a  wage  earner  for  some 
seven  years  longer,  or  until  1903.  He  then  settled  on  his  farm,  to  the  area  of 
which  he  later  added  by  the  purchase  of  40  acres  more.  As  time  has  passed 
he  has  provided  himself  with  a  fine  set  of  buildings.  The  residence  is  sightly 
and  comfortable.  In  1916  he  erected  a  barn  34  by  78  feet,  furnished  with 
modem  equipment.  In  1921  he  built  a  machine  shed,  24  by  60  feet,  with 
granary  on  the  second  floor.  Other  structures  have  been  erected  as  the  devel¬ 
opment  of  the  farm  has  demanded  them.  Mr.  Anderson,  with  the  help  of  his 
sturdy  family  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  making  a  specialty  of 
a  fine  herd  of  Holstein  cattle  headed  by  a  full  blooded  sire,  and  a  good  drove 
of  pure  blooded  Poland  China  swine.  Mr.  Anderson  helped  to  organize  the 
Finnish  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of  Arland  Township,  the  only  one  of 
its  kind  in  the  county.  In  this  church  he  has  been  one  of  the  most  active 
factors.  He  has  served  as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school  since  it  was 
first  organized,  and  he  has  had  a  real  influence  for  good  on  the  lives  of  the 
young  people  who  have  attended  the  school.  For  thirteen  years  he  was  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  congregation,  giving  freely  of  his  time,  ability  and  means,  espe¬ 
cially  during  the  building  of  the  church  edifice.  He  is  now  treasurer.  For 
ten  years  he  was  a  director  on  the  school  board  of  district  No.  3.  All  in  all, 
Mr.  Anderson  is  a  fine  type  of  citizen,  a  God-fearing,  hardworking  man,  whose 
example  and  influence  are  always  on  the  side  of  that  which  is  right  and 
good,  and  his  living  here  has  been  of  real  benefit  to  the  community.  Mr. 
Anderson  was  united  in  marriage  April  7,  1892,  with  Elizabeth  Schmitman, 
who  was  born  in  Finland,  Feb.  2,  1867.  She  came  to  America  in  1889,  going 
to  Marquette,  Mich.,  where  she  and  Mr.  Anderson  were  married.  Eight 
children  have  come  to  brighten  their  home,  namely:  Fannie  J.,  bora  July 
29,  1893,  now  Mrs.  James  Halvorsen  of  Arland  Township;  John  A.,  bora  June 
17,  1895;  William  A.,  Nov.  12,  1896;  Andrew  W.,  Dec.  29,  1898;  Warner  M., 
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Sept.  19,  1900;  Jacob  G.,  June  30,  1902;  August  L.,  July  14,  1905,  and  George 
G.,  July  14,  1908.  John  and  William  both  served  in  the  U.  S.  army  during  the 
World  War,  their  records  being  as  follows:  John  Arthur  Anderson  was  in¬ 
ducted  into  the  United  States  service  July  23,  1918,  at  Barron.  He  trained 
at  Camp  Grant  with  the  343rd  Infantry,  86th  Division.  He  sailed  for  France 
that  fall  and  was  later  transferred  to  the  76th  Division,  the  famous  Lightning 
Division.  With  that  division  he  saw  active  service  in  the  Meuse  Argonne 
offensive,  Oct.  15  to  Oct.  19.  April  2,  1919,  he  was  promoted  to  corporal.  He 
was  returned  to  the  United  States  in  due  time,  and  on  June  2,  1919,  received 
his  honorable  discharge  at  Camp  Grant.  June  3,  1919,  he  re-enlisted  in  the 
^Quartermaster  Corps,  and  served  one  year  at  Fort  Snelling.  He  is  now  farm¬ 
ing  with  his  father  in  Arland  Township.  William  Anslen  Anderson  was 
inducted  into  the  service  at  Barron,  Aug.  14,  1918.  He  was  assigned  to  the 
Sweney  Auto  School  at  Kansas  City,  but  that  school  was  swept  with  the 
influenza  and  he  was  transferred  to  Camp  Hancock,  Ga.,  where  he  trained 
with  the  43rd  Machine  Gun  Company.  The  unit  had  received  its  overseas 
equipment  when  the  Armistice  was  signed.  Jan.  1,  1919,  he  was  transferred 
to  Camp  Grant,  and  was  there  discharged  Jan.  10.  He  is  now  engaged  in 
farming  with  his  father  in  Arland  Township.  The  inherited  family  name  is 
Wuorenmaa.  But  when  A.  W.  Anderson,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  came  to 
this  country  from  Finland,  his  new  associates  found  Wuorenmaa  difficult  to 
spell  and  pronounce,  and  at  the  request  of  his  employers  and  friends  he  took 
the  name  of  Anderson,  his  present  full  name  being  Andrew  Wuorenmaa 
Anderson. 

Andrew  Solberg,  an  energetic  farmer  of  section  30,  Arland  Township,  is 
a  native  of  the  place  where  he  still  resides,  born  Aug.  24,  1882,  oldest  son  of 
John  A.  and  Gertrude  (Johnson)  Solberg,  early  settlers.  He  attended  the 
district  school  of  the  neighborhood,  was  reared  on  the  home  place,  and  learned 
farming  from  his  father.  He  has  had  charge  of  the  homestead  since  1910. 
Here  he  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  and  has  a  good  herd  of 
Holsteins,  headed  by  a  full  blooded  sire.  He  is  taking  his  part  in  all  the  affairs 
of  the  community,  he  is  popular  among  the  people  of  his  community  and  liked 
by  all  who  know  him.  Mr.  Solberg  was  married  Dec.  4,  1908,  to  Marie  Aker, 
who  was  born  Feb.  20,  1889,  the  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Bertha  (Mytroen) 
Aker.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Solberg  have  four  bright  children.  Jennings  G.  was  bom 
Feb.  14,  1910;  Bernice  A.  was  bora  March  23,  1911;  Clarence  O.  was  bora 
June  26,  1913;  and  Joyce  E.  was  born  Feb.  15,  1921. 

John  A.  Solberg,  an  early  settler,  now  living  retired  on  the  farm  in  section 
30,  which  he  developed  in  Arland  Township,  is  a  man  held  in  the  highest 
esteem  and  honor  for  what  he  has  accomplished.  He  was  born  in  Norway, 
Aug.  2,  1849,  attended  school  as  he  could,  and  did  farm  labor.  In  1873  he 
came  to  America  and  found  his  way  directly  to  Menomonie,  Dunn  County,  this 
state,  where  he  did  railroad  work  for  about  two  years.  Then  he  went  to 
Cedar  Falls,  in  Dunn  County,  and  cooked  for  a  sawmill  crew.  In  1877  he  took 
a  homestead  of  80  acres  in  Section  30,  Arland  Township,  and  by  later  purchases 
added  from  time  to  time  until  he  owned  360  acres.  When  he  first  came  to 
the  place  it  was  covered  with  heavy  timber,  and  he  had  to  cut  his  way  through 
the  woods  to  get  his  goods  and  supplies  in.  The  nearest  place  from’  which 
provisions  could  be  obtained  was  at  Prairie  Farm,  from  which  place  Mr. 
Solberg  often  brought  supplies  on  his  back.  At  first  he  had  a  set  of  log 
buildings  in  a  small  clearing,  and  here  he  started  to  develop  a  farm.  For  a 
while  times  were  hard.  But  by  hard  work  he  prospered.  He  replaced  the  log 
buildings  with  a  good  set  of  frame  structures,  fenced  the  entire  tract  and 
cleared  about  75  acres.  In  the  meanwhile  he  was  ever  mindful  of  his  duties 
as  a  citizen.  He  was  a  real  leader  in  the  township,  he  was  consulted  on  many 
important  ventures,  his  judgment  was  valued,  and  was  always  ready  to 
take  his  part  in  everything  which  he  believed  to  be  for  the  benefit  of  the 
community.  Especially  did  he  realize  that  good  roads  were  needed  to  promote 
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the  welfare  of  the  township.  He  therefore  served  for  more  than  twelve  years 
as  road  commissioner,  and  during  this  time  not  only  advocated  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  old  roads  and  the  establishment  of  new  ones,  but  also  helped  to  build 
many  himself.  He  also  foresaw  that  schools  and  churches  were  necessary 
to  the  full  growth  of  the  community.  He  therefore  helped  to  organize  the 
Concordia  congregation  and  assisted  in  building  the  church.  For  many  years 
he  did  good  service  on  the  school  board.  All  in  all,  he  has  been  a  good  and 
useful  citizen,  of  the  type  of  unselfishness  and  cool  sense  needed  in  the  devel¬ 
opment  of  a  new  region.  In  1910  he  turned  over  the  management  of  the  farm  to 
his  son,  Andrew,  but  continued  to  make  his  home  there.  Mr.  Solberg  was 
married  on  Nov.  10,  1881,  to  Gertrude  Johnson,  who  was  born  in  Norway.  She 
was  a  most  worthy  woman,  a  loyal  and  sympathetic  wife,  a  loving  and  under¬ 
standing  mother,  a  generous  neighbor,  and  a  true-hearted  friend.  She  died 
Dec.  4,  1909,  and  her  death  was  sincerely  mourned.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Solberg  had 
seven  children :  Andrew,  born  Aug.  24,  1882,  manages  the  home  farm.  Edward, 
born  March  31,  1884,  farms  in  Arland  Township.  Martin,  born  April  13,  1887, 
is  in  the  insurance  business  at  Turtle  Lake,  this  county.  Jennie  was  born 
Nov.  5,  1889,  and  is  the  wife  of  Oscar  Rude  of  Rice  Lake,  this  county.  Clara 
was  born  Nov.  5,  1889,  twin  to  Jennie,  and  is  the  wife  of  Paul  Orfen  of  Min¬ 
neapolis.  Clarence  and  Oscar,  twins,  were  born  Jan.  14,  1892,  and  died 
in  infancy. 

Minnard  H.  White,  a  well  known  and  respected  citizen  of  Arland  Town¬ 
ship,  where  he  is  profitably  engaged  in  the  leading  industry  of  the  town¬ 
ship — farming  and  dairying — was  born  near  Wells,  Minn.,  Sept.  6,  1870,  son 
of  Alvin  M.  and  Mary  (Millard)  White.  The  father  was  a  native  of  New 
Brunswick  and  the  mother  of  Wisconsin.  In  the  late  sixties  Alvin  M.  White 
went  from  his  native  province  to  the  state  of  ‘Maine,  and  thence  came  west  to 
Minnesota.  There  he  spent  most  of  his  time  until  he  enlisted  in  the  Forty- 
second  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry,  as  a  private,  in  which  he  did  patriotic 
service  during  the  Civil  War.  In  1872  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  bought 
eighty  acres  of  wild  land  in  Maple  Grove  Township.  As  the  township  was 
then  but  thinly  settled,  he  may  be  numbered  among  its  pioneers.  In  course 
of  time  by  continued  industry  he  cleared  his  land  and  developed  a  very  good 
farm,  on  which  he  resided  until  1908,  when  he  rented  it  and  went  to  Missouri. 
After  a  short  residence  there  he  came  back  and  on  his  return  was  taken  sick 
and  passed  away  March  12,  1909.  His  widow  is  still  living  and  resides  in 
Barron.  Minnard  H.  White  acquired  his  education  in  the  district  school  in 
Barron  County.  He  worked  for  his  father  until  21  years  old  and  then  learned 
the  carpenter’s  trade,  which  he  followed  for  six  years  or  more.  Then  he 
entered  into  the  cement  contract  business,  which  he  followed  for  six  years, 
building  silos,  bridges,  etc.,  throughout  Dunn  and  Barron  Counties.  In  1903 
he  settled  on  40  acres  in  section  26,  Arland  Township,  which  tract  he  had 
bought  several  years  previously.  He  erected  a  good  set  of  buildings  himself 
and  cleared  twelve  acres  of  the  land,  residing  thereon  until  1919,  when  he 
sold  it  and  erected  a  set  of  buildings  on  a  120-acre  tract  in  section  24.  This  is 
his  present  farm,  on  which  he  has  40  acres  of  the  land  cleared.  His  barn 
measures  34  by  62  feet  and  is  provided  with  the  "Humane”  equipment.  Mr. 
White  follows  mixed  farming  and  dairying,  keeping  Holstein  cattle  with  a 
pure  bred  sire,  and  is  making  good  progress  along  financial  lines.  He  was 
married  July  4,  1903,  to  Elsie  Stow,  who  was  born  in  Easton,  Minn.,  June  28, 
1883,  daughter  of  Cecil  and  Jennie  (De  Ford)  Stow.  He  and  his  wife  are  the 
parents  of  five  children,  who  were  born  as  follows:  Janet  M.,  March  5,  1905; 
Cecil  A.,  Oct.  12,  1906;  Ruby  C.,  July  30,  1909;  Myrtle  E.,  Aug.  27,  1911,  and 
Marian  E.,  Nov.  11,  1914. 

Emmett  Fillmore,  proprietor  of  a  good  dairy  farm  of  280  acres  in  section 
30,  Arland  Township,  is  a  veteran  lumberman  who  in  his  younger  days  led 
a  strenuous  life  and  went  through  trying  experiences.  He  was  born  in  Steuben 
County,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  2,  1849,  son  of  Ebenezer  and  Harriett  (Bessie)  Fillmore. 
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The  parents  were  natives  of  that  state,  but  in  1850  moved  to  Michigan,  where 
the  father  died  Feb.  16,  1895,  and  the  mother,  March  19,  1896.  Their  son, 
Emmett,  attended  school  in  Michigan  and  as  soon  as  he  was  old  enough  began 
work  in  the  lumber  industry,  being  subsequently  employed  in  the  Michigan 
woods  for  35  years  as  scaler  and  on  the  drives.  In  1871  he  started  on  a  drive 
with  twelve  other  men  and  had  no  opportunity  to  sleep  in  a  bed  until  July  3 
that  year.  When  it  was  time  to  rest  he  simply  cleared  away  the  snow  and 
made  himself  a  rough  couch  of  hemlock  boughs.  In  1876  he  and  his  father 
cut  cordwood  and  slept  in  the  open  with  nothing  but  brush  thrown  across 
some  poles  to  keep  the  snow  off  them.  They  buried  their  provisions  in  the 
ground  to  keep  them  from  freezing.  This  strenuous  period  of  Mr.  Fillmore’s 
life  came  to  an  end  in  1899,  when  he  came  to  Minnesota  and  bought  a  dairy 
farm  in  Benton  County,  which  he  operated  for  five  years.  In  1904  he  came 
to  Barron  County  and  bought  280  acres  of  land  in  section  34,  Arland  Town¬ 
ship,  of  which  he  has  since  cleared  60  acres.  He  had  otherwise  improved  the 
property  by  the  erection  of  buildings,  including  a  new  barn,  machine  shed 
and  silo,  and  at  present  is  engaged  in  building  a  new  house.  He  has  installed 
an  Empire  milking  machine  and  his  place  is  lighted  by  the  Delco  electric 
system.  Mr.  Fillmore  follows  general  farming  and  dairying,  keeping  pure 
bred  Holstein  cattle,  of  which  he  has  15  head.  He  also  has  pure  bred  Per- 
cheron  horses.  Energetic  and  enterprising,  he  has  gained  a  place  among  the 
prosperous  farmers  and  respected  citizens  of  his  township.  Mr.  Fillmore  was 
married  July  4,  1873,  to  Hattie  E.  Chase,  by  whom  he  had  six  children,  all  of 
whom  he  lost  in  1884  within  35  days  from  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria,  and 
in  April,  1886,  he  suffered  another  bereavement  in  the  death  of  his  wife.  On 
April  20,  1889,  he  married  Effie  Hildebrandt,  who  was  born  in  Long  Lake, 
Mich.,  in  April,  1870,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Spankenburg)  Hildebrandt. 
Her  parents  are  now  deceased,  the  father  having  died  Oct.  8,  1895,  and  her 
mother  March  3,  1891.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fillmore  have  had  seven  children,  of 
whom  six  are  now  living,  the  record  in  brief  being  as  follows :  Minnie  A.,  born 
Aug.  4,  1890,  now  Mrs.  Willis  Eggen,  residing  on  a  farm  in  Prairie  Farm 
Township,  this  county;  Wilhelmina,  born  July  14,  1898,  who  died  Nov.  17, 
1901;  John  F.,  born  Aug.  3,  1900;  Melvin  E.,  Aug.  21,  1902;  Charles  E.,  Nov. 
23,  1904;  Theodore  M.,  Feb.  21,  1908,  and  Edwin,  Oct.  5,  1913. 

Peder  P.  Moen,  who  may  be  numbered  among  the  sturdy  pioneers  of 
Arland  Township,  as  he  has  resided  there  for  the  last  forty  years  and  taken 
a  prominent  part  in  its  development  into  a  prosperous  and  civilized  com¬ 
munity,  was  born  in  Norway,  May  4,  1866,  son  of  Peder  P.  and  Anna  Maria 
(Melting)  Evensplads.  The  parents,  now  deceased,  had  a  family  of  eight 
children,  several  of  whom  came  to  this  country.  They  were  as  follows :  Carrie, 
now  Mrs.  Martin  Christianson  of  St.  Croix  County,  Wis.;  Peder  P.,  subject 
of  this  sketch;  Ole  P.,  still  residing  in  Norway;  Anton  P.,  engaged  in  agri¬ 
culture  in  Prairie  Farm  Township,  this  county;  Bemt,  deceased;  Mary,  wife 
of  Ole  Thorson  of  Hudson,  Wis.;  Bertha,  in  Norway,  and  Oliver,  deceased. 
Peder  P.  Moen,  after  attending  school  in  his  native  land,  learned  farming 
and  afterwards  worked  on  a  railroad.  Coming  to  America  in  May,  1879,  he 
landed  at  New  York,  May  5,  1879,  and  thence  went  on  to  Lanesboro,  Minn., 
where  for  a  year  and  a  half  he  was  engaged  in  farm  labor.  In  1881  he  came 
to  Barron  County,  which  was  then  but  thinly  settled,  but  was  the  scene  of 
extensive  lumbering  operations.  Entering  the  employ  of  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co. 
as  cook,  he  worked  at  that  occupation  both  in  the  woods  and  on  the  drives 
for  a  year  and  a  half,  and  as  it  was  no  easy  task  to  prepare  food  for  a  large 
gang  of  hungry  lumberjacks,  he  undoubtedly  earned  his  wages.  In  1883  Mr. 
Moen  started  in  for  himself  as  a  farmer,  buying  40  acres  of  wild  land  in 
section  32,  Arland  Township,  which  he  proceeded  to  develop  as  he  found 
opportunity.  The  first  buildings  he  erected  were  a  log  house  and  a  log  barn, 
the  logs  being  cut  from  the  timber  on  his  own  land,  and  it  may  be  remarked 
that  his  log  barns  are  still  standing.  In  1900  he  bought  40  acres  more  and 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HISTORY  OF  BARRON  COUNTY 


917 


in  1903  enlarged  his  house  and  put  up  outbuildings.  In  1917  he  bought  an 
additional  tract  of  80  acres  in  section  29,  this  bringing  the  area  of  his  farm 
up  to  a  total  of  160  acres.  A  more  recent  improvement  was  the  erection  of  a 
barn  in  1921,  which  measures  38  by  80  feet,  and  is  provided  with  the  James 
equipment.  All  his  present  buildings  are  modern  in  type  and  altogether  con¬ 
stitute  one  of  the  finest  sets  of  farm  buildings  in  Arland  Township.  Of  the 
land  he  has  cleared  65  acres.  Mr.  Moen  has  named  his  property  Tainter  Creek 
Farm,  and  here  he  is  carrying  on  mixed  farming  and  dairying,  his  cattle  being 
of  the  Holstein  breed  with  a  pure  bred  sire.  The  foundation  of  his  present 
prosperity  was  laid  in  the  early  days,  when  farming,  especially  in  a  new 
country,  was  a  particularly  hard  and  unremunerative  occupation.  In  those 
times  he  was  accustomed  to  carry  provisions  on  his  back  from  Prairie  Farm 
and  Turtle  Lake,  and  for  several  years  he  used  oxen  as  his  only  draught 
animals.  Aside  from  his  own  personal  interests,  he  helped  to  advance  most 
works  of  improvement  in  the  township.  For  some  twenty  years,  the  last  few 
of  which  he  has  been  vice-president,  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  board  of 
trustees  of  Concordia  Church.  In  this  church  he  has  been  an  important  factor, 
and  as  a  member  of  the  building  committee  assisted  in  the  erection  of  the 
present  church  edifice.  For  nine  years  he  served  as  director  of  the  school 
board  of  district  No.  6.  He  helped  to  build  the  creamery  at  Arland,  in  which 
he  is  still  interested.  He  has  also  assisted  in  the  construction  of  good  roads. 
These  various  activities  made  him  well  known  and  prominent  among  his  fellow 
townsmen,  by  whom  he  is  held  in  universal  respect.  Mr.  Moen  was  married 
June  24,  1882,  to  Anna  Moseng,  who  was  born  in  Norway,  Feb.  8,  1866,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Ole  E.  and  Bertha  (Troen)  Moseng.  He  and  his  wife  have  been  blessed 
with  a  family  of  eleven  children,  of  whom  ten  are  now  living,  the  record  being 
as  follows:  Ole  P.,  bom  Aug.  25,  1883,  now  a  farmer  in  Arland  Township; 
Alman,  born  Nov.  30,  1885,  who  died  Feb.  2,  1896;  Emma  P.,  born  Oct.  13, 
1887,  wife  of  Hans  Mytron,  a  farmer  of  Turtle  Lake  Township;  Carrie  P.,  born 
April  6,  1890,  who  married  John  Mytron  and  lives  in  Saskatchewan,  Canada; 
Lottie  P.,  born  Jan.  8,  1894,  now  Mrs.  James  O’Brien  of  Moose  Jaw,  Canada; 
A.  Pauline,  bom  July  4,  1896;  Almon  B.,  bora  Nov.  29,  1898;  Wilma  B.,  bom 
Sept.  6,  1901,  who  is  a  bookkeeper  in  the  Farmers’  Store  at  Prairie  Farm; 
Orval  E.,  born  Dec.  15,  1903;  Edna  H.  C.,  bom  Aug.  11,  1906,  and  Edith  E., 
born  Dec.  17,  1909. 

Ole  E.  Holman,  a  worthy  early  settler  of  section  33,  Arland  Township,  was 
born  in  Norway,  Oct.  12,  1845,  of  good  old  Norwegian  stock.  He  was  reared 
and  educated  there,  and  as  a  young  man  married  Anna  Gravle,  who  was  born 
May  16,  1844.  They  came  to  America  in  1868,  landed  at  Quebec,  found  their 
way  to  Menomonie,  in  Dunn  County,  this  state,  and  there  Mr.  Holman  entered 
the  employ  of  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.,  with  whom  he  was  employed  for  five  years, 
most  of  the  time  as  a  rafting  boss.  In  1873  he  purchased  120  acres  of  railroad 
land  in  section  33,  Arland  Township,  and  started  to  develop  a  farm.  The 
land  was  all  wild.  He  made  a  small  clearing  and  put  up  a  set  of  log  buildings. 
For  some  years  he  continued  to  work  in  the  woods  and  sawmills  to  get  money 
to  help  with  his  place.  Later  he  put  up  a  set  of  frame  buildings,  and  in  time 
had  a  good  farm.  Being  a  natural  leader,  he  early  took  a  prominent  part  in 
public  affairs.  He  persuaded  many  people  to  locate  in  the  township,  and  en¬ 
couraged  them  in  every  forward  enterprise.  For  some  years  he  did  most 
excellent  work  as  chairman  of  the  township,  and  his  work  on  the  county  board 
was  likewise  commendable.  For  some  years  he  also  served  as  a  useful  member 
of  the  school  board.  In  1913  he  sold  his  farm  to  his  son,  Otto,  and  died  Feb. 
25,  1914.  His  wife  died  Feb.  12,  1921.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holman  were  the  parents 
of  five  children :  Edward  is  in  northern  Minnesota.  Anton  is  in  North  Dakota. 
Emma  is  the  wife  of  John  A.  Oase  of  Arland  Township.  Anna  is  the  wife  of 
Charles  Westerland  of  Arland  Township.  Otto  is  on  the  home  farm. 

John  A.  Oase,  who  ranks  well  among  the  foremost  farmers  of  Arland 
Township,  was  bom  in  Norway,  Oct.  7,  1862,  the  son  of  Alfred  and  Jonetta 
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(Johnson)  Oase,  the  former  a  native  of  Sweden,  and  the  latter  of  Norway,  and 
both  now  deceased.  He  received  his  education  in  Norway,,  and  did  farm  work 
there  for  some  years,  beginning  as  a  youth.  In  1882  he  came  to  America, 
landed  at  New  York  and  went  directly  to  Fargo,  N.  D.,  where  he  stayed  for 
two  years.  He  came  to  Wisconsin  in  1884,  and  with  headquarters  at  Menom- 
onie,  Dunn  County,  worked  for  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  for  twelve  years,  in  camps 
and  on  river  drives,  in  Chippewa,  Barron  and  Washburn  Counties.  In  the 
meantime  he  farmed  summers.  In  1896  he  purchased  the  old  homestead  of  Ole 
Gravle,  consisting  of  80  acres  in  section  34,  Arland  Township,  this  county. 
The  place  had  been  partly  improved  at  that  time.  Mr.  Oase  put  up  a  good  set 
of  log  buildings.  As  time  passed  he  erected  frame  buildings.  He  has  cleared 
25  more  acres  of  the  land,  and  has  made  the  place  a  well  cultivated  and  pros¬ 
perous  farm.  He  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  and 
has  a  good  herd  of  mixed  Durham  and  Guernsey  cattle.  Believing  in  taking 
his  part  in  everything  that  is  for  the  good  of  the  community,  he  has  taken 
stock  in  the  Prairie  Farm  Co-operative  Association  and  in  the  Hillsdale  North¬ 
western  Telephone  Co.  He  is  active  in  the  Arland  unit  of  the  Barron  County 
Farm  Bureau.  Mr.  Oase  is  a  fine  type  of  the  modern  farmer,  upright  and  just 
in  all  his  dealings,  and  having  the  best  interests  of  the  community  deeply  at 
heart.  He  was  married  June  3,  1896,  to  Emma  Holman,  who  was  born  in  Me- 
nomonie,  Wis.,  Oct.  1,  1869,  the  daughter  of  Ole  E.  and  Anna  (Gravle) 
Holman.  They  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

Martin  Halvorson,  now  living  retired  on  the  farm  in  Arland  Township 
which  he  carved  from  the  wilderness,  is  one  of  the  hardy  pioneers  who  still 
survive  to  tell  the  story  of  early  days  in  Barron  County.  He  belongs  to  a  race 
which  has  done  much  in  the  upbuilding  and  civilization  of  the  great  North¬ 
west,  having  been  born  in  Norway,  Dec.  15,  1852.  His  parents,  Halvor  and 
Christina  (Torlson)  Helgarson,  came  to  America  in  1870,  settling  immediately 
in  Barron  County,  Wis.,  and  taking  a  homestead  of  40  acres  in  section  20, 
Arland  Township.  The  Halvorson  family  were  among  the  first  settlers  there 
and  their  experiences  were  those  of  pioneers  in  a  new  country,  with  all  the 
forces  of  nature  against  them  and  nothing  but  grit,  industry  and  patience  in 
their  favor.  Possessing  these  qualities  in  large  measure,  however,  they  got 
along  slowly  at  first,  their  progress  gathering  momentum  with  the  passing 
years.  Halvor  Helgarson  erected  the  usual  log  buildings  and  in  time  cleared 
part  of  his  land,  selling  his  logs  to  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.,  the  lumbermen.  In 
early  days  he  had  to  carry  supplies  on  his  back  from  Prairie  Farm,  which  was 
only  one  of  the  many  kinds  of  arduous  labor  in  which  he  took  part.  He  and 
his  faithful  wife  and  helpmate  spent  their  remaining  years  on  the  homestead, 
which  was  purchased  after  they  had  passed  away,  by  their  son,  Andrew 
Halvorson.  They  had  written  their  names  on  the  annals  of  the  county  and 
their  memory  is  still  green.  Halvor  Helgarson  died  in  October,  1898,  and  his 
wife  died  four  years  later,  in  1902.  Their  children  were:  Christian,  Lars, 
Lizzie,  Ausley  and  Martin.  Martin  Halvorson  in  his  boyhood  attended  school 
in  Norway  and  was  a  youth  of  eighteen  when  he  accompanied,  his  parents  to 
the  Land  of  Promise  in  Barron  County.  True,  they  found  little  but  promise 
on  their  arrival  here,  but  Martin  was  a  sturdy  lad,  old  enough  and  strong 
enough  to  be  of  material  assistance  to  his  parents,  and  especially  to  his  father 
in  the  clearing  and  development  of  the  homestead.  Together  they  worked  in 
the  woods  for  several  years,  and  Martin  skidded  logs  with  oxen  for  two  years 
for  the  lumber  firm  of  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  In  1898,  having  then  attained  his 
majority,  he  started  in  for  himself,  taking  time  by  the  forelock  and  buying 
80  acres  of  wild  land  in  section  19,  Arland  Township.  General  conditions  by 
that  time  had  improved,  but  the  clearing  of  his  land  involved  much  hard 
labor.  This  task  he  attacked  with  the  necessary  vim,  and  in  time  had  the 
satisfaction  of  seeing  60  acres  cleared  and  a  substantial  set  of  buildings 
erected.  Later  he  bought  80  acres  in  section  16,  that  he  subsequently  gave 
to  his  son,  Alfred;  and  still  another  80  in  the  same  section  that  he  gave  to 
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his  son,  James.  His  original  80  in  Section  19  he  gave  to  his  son,  Charles, 
when,  on  account  of  ill  health,  he  finally  retired  from  active  work.  He  and 
his  wife  still  live  on  the  old  homestead.  Mr.  Halvorson  was  married  in  May, 
1879,  to  Bertha  Anderson,  who  was  born  in  Norway,  the  daughter  of  Andrew 
and  Anna  (Severson)  Anderson,  who  brought  her  to  America  when  she  was 
ten  years  old,  and  soon  afterward  became  early  settlers  of  Barron  County. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Halvorson  are. the  parents  of  ten  children,  all  living,  namely: 
Mary,  now  Mrs.  Ed  Dier  of  Duluth;  Alfred,  a  farmer  in  Arland  Township; 
Charles,  residing  at  home;  Carrie,  now  Mrs.  John  Lock;  James,  a  farmer  in 
Arland  Township;  Christina,  who  resides  with  her  brother,  Charles;  Minnie, 
wife  of  Ed  Horn  of  Arland  Township;  Louis,  at  home;  Lillie,  who  is  living  in 
Duluth,  and  Hannah,  now  Mrs.  John  Bedorf,  of  Arland  Township. 

Jacob  Wisti,  a  prominent  farmer  of  Arland  Township,  of  which  he  has 
been  a  resident  since  1898,  was  born  in  Finland,  May  3,  1861,  son  of  John  E. 
and  Katie  (Makela)  Wisti.  He  attended  school  in  his  native  land  and  subse¬ 
quently  did  farm  labor  until  he  came  to  America  in  1889.  Landing  at  New 
York,  he  went  thence  to  southern  Michigan,  where  for  a  short  time  he  worked 
in  lumber  camps,  then  went  to  northern  Michigan,  where  until  1898  he  was 
employed  in  the  iron  mines.  In  that  year  he  started  out  for  himself  as  a  farmer 
in  Barron  County,  when  he  and  his  brother,  Erick,  purchased  120  acres  of 
land  in  section  4,  Arland  Township.  They  built  a  small  house  and  barn  on 
the  land,  which  was  then  wild,  and  together  they  began  the  development  of 
what  is  today  one  of  the  well  improved  farms  of  Arland  Township.  In  1904 
they  rebuilt  the  house.  They  continued  together  until  1914,  when  Jacob  be¬ 
came  the  sole  proprietor.  In  1916  he  built  a  barn  34  by  66  feet,  installed  with 
the  James  equipment.  He  also  has  a  good  set  of  modern  outbuildings.  All 
these  things  show  that  Mr.  Wisti  is  a  man  of  industry  and  enterprise  and 
worthy  of  the  success  which  he  has  achieved.  His  operations  are  conducted 
along  the  lines  of  general  farming  and  dairying.  His  cattle  are  Holsteins 
with  a  pure  bred  sire.  Mr.  Wisti  helped  to  organized  and  build  the  Finnish 
Synod  Church  in  Arland  Township  and  is  one  of  its  first  members.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  his  farming  interests,  he  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Fanners'  Co-operative 
Creamery  at  Barron,  the  Fanners’  Co-operative  Store  at  Poskin,  the  Almena 
Telephone  Co.  and  the  Farmers’  State  Bank  at  Poskin.  He  was  married  June 
4,  1892,  in  Negaunee,  Mich.,  to  Mary  Ahola,  who  was  born  in  Finland,  April 
8,  1868,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Lena  (Lassila)  Ahola.  The  father  is  now 
deceased  but  the  mother  is  still  living  in  Finland.  Their  daughter,  Mary,  came 
to  America  in  1889  and  for  some  time  worked  in  a  factory  in  Maynard,  Mass. 
The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wisti  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  six  children: 
Emily,  born  March  28,  1893,  now  Mrs.  John  Mayala  of  Arland  Township;  Ida 
M.,  born  March  26,  1896,  who  died  April  30,  1912;  Hjalmer,  born  July  26,  1897, 
who  was  inducted  into  the  army  from  Barron,  Nov.  23,  1918,  went  to  Camp 
Shelby,  Miss.,  was  attached  to  the  fire  truck  and  hose  company  and  was  dis¬ 
charged  May  24,  1919,  from  Camp  Shelby;  Andrew  0.,  born  Sept.  26,  1899, 
now  an  auto-car  salesman  residing  in  Barron;  Jacob  W.,  born  June  22,  1902, 
and  Hilma  E.,  born  Nov.  7,  1906,  who  died  March  31,  1908. 

John  C.  Thompson  who,  during  the  last  few  years  of  his  life,  which  were 
spent  in  Barron  County,  did  the  initial  work  in  the  development  of  a  flourish¬ 
ing  farm,  was  born  in  Finland,  Sept.  6,  1862.  He  attended  school  in  his  native 
land  and  subsequently  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  At  the  age  of  22, 
desiring  to  better  himself,  he  set  out  for  the  United  States,  landed  at  New 
York  and  immediately  went  west  to  Idaho,  in  which  state  and  in  Montana  he 
worked  in  mines  until  1902.  He  then  took  another  step  in  advance,  coming 
to  Barron  County  and  beginning  an  independent  .career  as  a  farmer.  The  first 
land  he  purchased  was  a  tract  of  80  acres  in  section  8,  Arland  Township,  to 
which  he  later  added  40  more,  making  a  total  of  120  acres  of  wild  land.  He 
rebuilt  the  house,  barn  and  outbuildings,  the  original  structures  being  small 
and  poor,  and  in  a  few  years  had  cleared  26  acres  of  his  land.  Here  he  was 
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engaged  in  mixed  farming  and  dairying  until  his  death  at  the  age  of  45  years 
on  Dec.  18,  1907.  Industrious  and  ambitious,  he  would  doubtless  have  accom¬ 
plished  greater  things  had  his  life  been  longer  spared.  His  church  was  that 
of  the  Finnish  Synod.  Mr.  Thompson  was  married  May  7,  1892,  to  Sophia 

Tokoi,  who  was  born  in  Finland,  Sept.  12,  1868.  She  came  to  this  country  in 

1887,  going  to  Granite,  Mont.,  where  her  marriage  with  Mr.  Thompson  occurred. 
They  were  the  parents  of  five  children:  Fannie  L.,  born  Jan.  19,  1894,  now 
living  in  Minneapolis;  William  T.,  born  Jan.  27,  1897,  who  is  operating  the 
home  farm  under  rental  from  his  mother;  John  E.,  born  Nov.  19,  1898,  who 

died  June  6,  1899;  Greeta  F.,  born  Nov.  27,  1900,  now  Mrs.  Hjalmer  Wisti,  and 

John  F.,  born  Aug.  6,  1903.  After  Mr.  Thompson’s  death  Mrs.  Thompson 
continued  to  operate  the  farm,  hiring  help  during  the  busy  season  until  her 
son,  William  T.,  should  become  old  enough  to  shoulder  the  responsibility.  In 
1916  he  became  manager  of  the  farm,  which  in  1920  he  rented  of  his  mother. 
In  the  year  when  he  assumed  charge  he  erected  a  new  barn,  36  by  64  feet  in 
size,  and  provided  with  James  equipment.  In  1921  he  installed  an  individual 
gas  lighting  system,  furnishing  light  for  house,  barn,  outbuildings  and  yards. 
He  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  keeping  Holstein  cattle  mainly, 
with  a  pure  bred  sire,  and  is  conducting  a  paying  business.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Farm  Bureau,  and  a  stockholder  in  and  director  of  the  Twin  Town 
Cheese  Factory. 

Nels  Tyni,  who  started  the  farm  in  section  7,  Arland  Township  that  is 
now  operated  by  his  son,  John,  was  born  in  Finland,  Sept.  11,  1862.  He 
attended  school  in  his  native  land  and  afterwards  engaged  in  farm  labor,  at 
which  he  continued  until  1884.  He  then  emigrated  to  Canada,  landing  at 
Quebec,  where  he  resided  for  three  years  engaged  in  railroad  work.  In  1887 
he  settled  in  Iron  County,  Mich.,  where  he  made  his  home  until  1896,  being 
employed  in  the  iron  mines.  At  the  end  of  that  period  he  came  to  Barron 
County  and  bought  80  acres  of  wild  land  in  section  7,  Arland  Township,  on 
which  he  erected  a  set  of  log  buildings,  of  which  the  house  is  still  standing. 
He  then  began  the  work  of  clearing  his  land,  but  could  only  devote  a  part 
of  his  time  to  it,  as  to  earn  a  living  he  was  obliged  to  cut  cordwood,  which  he 
shipped  to  various  places.  During  three  years  he  cut  several  hundred  cords. 
In  1899,  becoming  discouraged  with  the  slow  progress  he  had  made,  Mr.  Tyni 
went  back  to  Iron  County,  Mich.,  and  again  took  up  work  in  the  mines,  remain¬ 
ing  there  until  1904.  He  then  returned  to  Barron  County  and  again  took  up 
his  residence  on  his  farm,  but  his  life  was  near  its  end,  and  on  Feb.  5,  1905, 
he  passed  away.  Mr.  Tyni  was  married  July  31,  1892,  at  Mansfield,  Mich.,  to 
Elizabeth  Lamme,  who  was  born  in  Finland,  July  8,  1871,  and  came  to  America 
in  1890.  Their  family  circle  was  enlarged  by  the  birth  of  seven  children: 
John,  born  July  10,  1893;  Hilda,  born  Oct.  27,  1894,  now  Mrs.  Peter  Branson 
of  Minneapolis;  Velma,  bom  July  26,  1896,  also  residing  in  Minneapolis;  Ina, 
born  April  28,  1899;  Nels,  born  April  19,  1901;  Esther,  bom  Nov.  19,  1902,  and 
George,  bom  April  19,  1905.  After  her  husband’s  death  Mrs.  Tyni  carried  on 
the  farm  as  best  she  could  with  the  assistance  of  her  son,  John,  then  but 
twelve  years  old.  A  few  years  later,  having  gained  strength  and  experience,  he 
became  the  active  manager,  which  he  still  remains.  Forty-five  acres  of  the 
land  are  now  cleared  and  broken,  and  in  1916  he  and  his  mother  rebuilt  the 
house  and  erected  a  barn  36  by  60  feet.  They  keep  Holstein  cattle,  with  a 
pure  bred  sire,  and  the  farm  is  now  being  conducted  on  a  paying  basis.  The 
family  worships  at  the  Finnish  Synod  Church  in  Arland  Township.  John 
Tyni  is  a  popular  member  of  the  M.  W.  A.  Camp  at  Almena. 

Edward  F.  Klein,  a  prosperous  farmer  and  active  business  man  of  Arland 
Township,  residing  on  section  36,  is  a  native  of  Wisconsin,  having  been  born 
in  Freedom  Township,  Sauk  County,  Sept.  14,  1884,  son  of  Karl  and  Lena 
(Timme)  Klein.  Both  parents  were  natives  of  Germany.  Karl  Klein,  the 
father,  who  came  to  this  country  sixty  years  ago,  first  located  in  Pittsburg, 
where  he  found  work  in  a  foundry.  After  remaining  there  five  years  he  came 
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to  Wisconsin  and  bought  91  acres  of  land  in  Sauk  County.  It  was  situated 
in  the  woods  and  was  30  miles  from  the  nearest  railroad.  After  clearing  it 
he  bought  a  tract  of  160  acres,  which  he  also  cleared.  His  first  house  in  the 
woods  was  constructed  of  logs  after  the  pioneer  custom,  but  later,  after  he 
had  made  some  progress  on  the  road  to  prosperity,  he  built  a  larger  and 
better  one,  which  was  a  frame  building.  He  followed  general  farming  and 
dairying  in  Sauk  County  until  1911,  in  which  year  he  and  his  wife  retired  and 
have  since  made  their  home  in  Baraboo,  Wis.  Mr.  Klein  has  been  twice  mar¬ 
ried,  but  lost  his  first  wife  as  the  result  of  an  accident,  as  she  died  from  the 
effects  of  burns.  By  her  he  had  three  children,  Louis,  Charles  and  Augusta. 
He  was  united  to  his  present  wife,  Lena  Timme,  in  Sauk  County,  and  the  result 
of  this  union  has  been  ten  children,  of  whom  seven  are  now  living,  namely: 
Otto,  George,  Bertha,  Lena,  Henry,  Anna  and  Edward  F.  Bertha  is  the  wife 
of  Fred  Schoephoester  of  Arkansas.  Lena  is  the  wife  of  George  Luck  of 
North  Freedom,  Wis.  Henry  resides  in  Detroit.  Anna  is  the  wife  of  Herman 
Mueller  of  Baraboo,  Wis.  Edward  F.  Klein  as  a  boy  attended  rural  school  in 
Sauk  County  and  helped  his  father  on  the  farm.  To  supplement  his  country 
education,  he  went  to  La  Crosse,  where  he  attended  business  college  for  a 
year,  studying  bookkeeping.  He  then  went  to  Pittsburg,  where  he  held  a 
position  as  bookkeeper  for  about  a  year.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  returned 
home  and  rented  his  parents’  farm,  which  he  operated  for  two  years,  or  until 
1910,  when  he  came  to  Barron  County.  Here  he  bought  40  acres  in  Maple 
Grove  Township,  half  a  mile  from  Hillsdale,  but  a  year  and  a  half  later  he 
traded  that  in  part  payment  for  his  present  farm  of  130  acres  in  Section  36, 
Arland  Township,  of  which  36  acres  were  cleared.  He  has  since  increased 
the  cleared  area  to  76  acres.  The  present  house  and  barn  were  on  the  place 
when  it  came  into  his  possession,  but  he  has  made  improvements  by  remodel¬ 
ing  the  house,  and  putting  in  running  water  and  gas  lights.  Mr.  Klein  is  suc¬ 
cessfully  engaged  in  general  farming  and  dairying,  having  a  herd  of  26  high 
bred  and  pure  bred  cattle  with  a  pure  bred  sire  at  the  head.  Aside  from  his 
agricultural  activities,  he  helped  to  build  the  Four-Town  cheese  factory  and 
was  one  of  its  promoters  and  its  first  manager.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the 
Hillsdale  cheese  factory,  also  in  the  Consumers’  store  of  Barron  and  in  the 
Prairie  Farm  Telephone  Co.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Holstein  Breeders  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Barron  County  and  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  His 
religious  affiliations  are  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Hillsdale.  Mr. 
Klein  was  married  June  10,  1908,  at  Madison,  Wis.,  to  Ida  Grub,  daughter  of 
Phillip  and  Dora  (Klip)  Grub.  The  father  was  from  Pennsylvania  and  the 
mother  a  native  of  Wisconsin.  They  became  farmers  in  Sauk  County,  this 
state,  where  they  are  still  living.  They  have  had  four  children,  of  whom  the 
three  now  living  are:  Mary,  who  married  Martin  Stephenson  of  Maple  Grove 
Township;  William,  who  is  on  the  home  farm,  and  Ida,  wife  of  Edward  F. 
Klein.  The  one  who  died  was  Fred.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Klein  are  the  parents  of 
two  children,  Jeanette  and  Edward,  both  living  at  home.  They  have  also  an 
adopted  son,  Leo,  and  had  an  adopted  daughter,  Katherine,  who  married  Elmer 
Irish  and  now  resides  in  Rockford,  Ill.  Mrs.  Klein  is  a  graduate  of  the  Baraboo 
High  School  and  before  her  marriage  was  for  several  years  a  successful 
teacher  in  the  schools  of  Sauk  County. 

Peter  Crogan,  an  early  pioneer,  of  Section  34,  Arland  Township,  was  born 
in  Norway,  Nov.  17,  1836,  attended  school,  and  learned  farming.  He  married 
Mary  Aan,  who  was  born  in  that  country,  May  17,  1836.  They  came  to  America 
in  1866  and  located  in  Pierce  County,  this  state,  among  the  earliest  pioneers. 
There  they  settled  on  a  piece  of  wild  land,  and  developed  a  good  farm.  In  1871 
he  sold  out  there  and  came  to  Barron  County  and  settled  on  160  acres  of  land 
in  Section  34,  Arland  Township.  There  were  then  almost  no  settlers  here. 
No  roads  had  been  built,  the  trading  and  marketing  points  were  far  away. 
Provisions  had  to  be  brought  in  on  the  settlers’  backs.  Mr.  Crogan  built  a 
cabin  in  the  wilderness  and  started  to  clear  up  the  land.  For  some  years  he 
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continued  to  work  part  of  the  time  in  sawmills  and  in  the  woods  to  get  enough 
to  support  his  family.  He  cleared  up  20  acres  of  his  homestead  and  got  the 
place  well  started.  In  1893  he  sold  the  place  to  his  son-in-law,  Ole  Langerud, 
and  continued  to  make  his  home  with  him  until  his  death,  Sept.  18,  1904.  His 
wife  died  Oct.  15, 1902.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crogan  had  two  children.  Bertha  is  dead. 
Anna  is  the  wife  of  Ole  Langerud. 

Ole  Langerud,  an  influential  citizen  of  Section  34,  was  born  in  Norway, 
Feb.  22,  1865,  the  son  of  Thor  and  Mary  Herbrandson  Langerud,  the  former 
of  whom  is  dead,  and  the  latter  of  whom  still  lives  in  Norway.  He  received 
his  education  in  his  native  land,  and  as  a  young  man  did  farm  labor  there.  He 
came  to  America  in  June,  1884,  landed  at  Philadelphia,  and  came  directly  to 
Menomonie,  Wis.,  where  he  entered  the  employ  of  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.,  by 
whom  he  was  employed  three  years  in  Downsville  and  Cedar  Falls.  In  1887 
he  came  to  Rice  Lake,  this  county.  In  the  summer  of  1893  he  went  to  Norway 
for  a  visit,  remaining  until  fall.  Upon  his  return  he  bought  80  acres  in  Sec¬ 
tion  34,  Arland  Township,  to  which  he  added  eighty  more,  thus  constituting 
his  present  farm.  He  has  put  up  a  sightly  modern  home,  a  commodious  barn, 
and  other  buildings,  and  has  cleared  about  70  acres.  He  has  a  well  improved 
place,  and  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  His  cattle 
are  Guernseys,  his  herd  being  headed  by  a  full  blooded  sire.  Mr.  Langerud 
may  well  be  called  a  prominent  man.-  He  has  real  influence  in  the  community, 
his  worth  and  work  are  respected,  he  is  liked  by  all,  and  is  in  every  way  a  good 
and  useful  citizen.  He  was  married  in  Prairie  Farm  Township,  Nov.  16,  1895, 
to  Anna  Crogan,  who  was  born  on  Oct.  16,  1873,  daughter  of  Peter  and  Mary 
(Aan)  Crogan.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  a  fine  family  of  ten  chil¬ 
dren:  Mary  was  born  Feb.  20,  1897;  Peter,  Jan.  31,  1899;  Thora,  Jan.  4,  1901; 
Berthat  Dec.  30,  1902;  Harold,  Feb.  15,  1905;  Henry,  May  13,  1907;  Alfred, 
Jan.  27,  1910;  Helen,  June  20,  1912;  Anna,  Jan.  81,  1915;  and  Einar,  April  20, 
1919.  Anna  died  in  infancy. 

Erick  Gilseth,  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Chetek  Township,  was  born 
in  Norway,  Aug.  28,  1836,  and  was  there  reared  and  educated.  He  married 
Mary  Bordahl,  who  was  born  in  the  same  country,  Feb.  16,  1837.  They  came 
to  America  in  1867,  and  located  in  Menomonie,  Dunn  County,  this  state, 
where  they  lived  for  about  a  year.  In  1869  they  came  to  Barron  County  where 
he  homesteaded  160  acres  in  Section  3,  Chetek  Township.  Much  of  this  early 
work  was  done  in  company  with  Severt  Solum,  his  neighbor  and  brother-in- 
law.  They  helped  each  other  build  their  cabins,  and  shared  an  ox  in  getting 
their  land  cleared.  Those  were  the  pioneer  days  of  the  county’s  development, 
comforts  were  few  and  luxuries  unknown.  There  was  often  a  lack  of  the 
real  necessities.  There  were  no  roads,  no  schools,  no  churches.  The  trip  to 
Chippewa  Falls  for  provisions  had  to  be  made  afoot,  through  trees  and  brush 
and  swamps,  and  over  creeks  and  rivers.  But  as  the  years  passed,  hard  work 
had  its  reward,  and  prosperity  crowned  their  efforts.  Mr.  Gilseth  added  to 
his  land  until  he  owned  280  acres.  He  became  one  of  the  substantial  and  solid 
men  of  the  community,  and  served  with  credit  as  assessor  of  the  township. 
He  was  interested  in  the  establishment  and  growth  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran 
Church  at  Chetek  and  served  as  one  of  its  trustees.  After  a  long  and  useful 
life,  he  died  in  1911  at  the  age  of  75  years.  His  good  wife  died  in  1907  at  the 
age  of  seventy. 

John  P.  Gilseth,  a  representative  farmer  of  Section  3,  was  born  Oct.  31, 
1872,  the  son  of  Erick  and  Mary  (Bordahl)  Gilseth,  early  settlers.  His  natal 
place  was  a  half  a  mile  east  of  his  present  home,  in  a  shack  built  of  poplar 
poles,  with  a  dirt  floor  and  a  shake  roof.  That  was  in  the  early  days  of  the 
county’s  growth,  the  nearest  schoolhouse  was  three  miles  away,  and  to  reach 
it,  young  John  P.  had  to  travel  the  pathless  woods.  In  addition  to  the  diffi¬ 
culty  of  getting  to  school,  his  help  was  needed  at  home,  so  he  received  but 
little  early  education,  although  he  has  always  been  a  great  reader  and  has 
kept  himself  well  informed  on  the  topics  of  the  day.  He  learned  farming  from 
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his  father,  and  as  a  youth  started  working:  in  the  logrging  woods,  an  occupa¬ 
tion  which  he  followed  for  nine  consecutive  winters.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  he  took  over  the  home  farm.  He  has  continued  the  improvements,  and  in¬ 
creased  his  land  holdings  to  200  acres.  The  house  has  been  renovated  and 
improved,  and  a  good  barn,  36  by  92  feet,  with  a  lean-to,  26  by  46  feet,  and 
other  smaller  buildings  constructed.  Mr.  Gilseth  is  an  energetic  man  who 
believes  that  anything  that  is  worth  doing  is  worth  doing  well,  and  he  bends 
his  best  energies  to  his  work,  with  the  result  that  he  is  already  well  along 
the  road  to  success.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  Chetek  Co-operative  Store  and 
the  Chetek  Co-operative  Creamery.  He  was  married  July  6,  1901  to  Sarah 
Berg,  who  was  born  in  Norway,  Jan.  24,  1873,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Carrie 
Berg,  who  came  to  the  United  States  with  their  four  children  in  1878,  locating 
in  Chippewa  County,  and  a  year  later  coming  to  Chetek  Township,  where  they 
took  a  homestead  in  the  woods,  and  here  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives, 
both  being  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gilseth  have  two  children,  Elmer  and 
Cora,  both  at  home.  Elmer  was  born  Aug.  3,  1903,  and  Cora  was  born  Sept. 
28,  1906. 

Robert  Hayes,  now  deceased,  was  for  many  years  one  of  the  solid,  sub¬ 
stantial  men  of  Chetek  Township,  and  had  a  good  influence  on  all  with  whom 
he  came  in  contact.  He  was  a  hard  working  man,  who  took  his  greatest  inter¬ 
est  in  his  home  and  in  his  family,  and  ever  gave  his  first  thought  to  his  wife 
and  children.  He  developed  a  fine  place  from  the  wilderness,  and  by  toil  and 
application  coupled  with  shrewdness  and  good  judgment,  won  a  full  measure 
of  success.  He  was  born  in  County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  March  1,  1863,  and  as 
a  young  man  came  to  Wisconsin  and  worked  in  the  woods.  He  was  married 
in  Chippewa  Falls,  this  state,  May  20,  1886,  to  Elenora  Rutherford,  who  was 
born  in  County  Armagh,  Ireland,  June  11,  1864.  They  started  homemaking 
on  a  farm  at  Eagle  Point,  Chippewa  Falls,  this  state.  At  that  time  Barron 
County  was  developing  from  a  wilderness,  and  the  young  couple  determined 
to  cast  their  fortunes  here.  Accordingly  in  1889,  with  their  baby,  Carl,  they 
located  on  eighty  acres  of  wild  land  in  Chetek  Township,  beautifully 
located  on  the  banks  of  Lake  Pokegema.  They  moved  into  the  log  cabin  that 
stood  on  the  place,  and  started  clearing  up  the  land.  For  many  seasons  he 
spent  his  winters  in  the  lumber  woods  to  secure  funds  to  support  his  family. 
In  time,  he  put  up  a  good  set  of  buildings,  brought  his  land  under  cultivation, 
erected  neat  fences,  and  purchased  a  full  line  of  tools,  implements  and  ma¬ 
chinery.  After  a  long  and  busy  life,  filled  with  busy  work,  he  died  Feb.  2, 
1918,  and  his  death  was  sincefely  mourned  by  all  who  knew  him.  His  good 
wife,  who  was  his  able  helpmeet  in  all  his  endeavors,  died  May  17,  1914.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hayes  were  the  parents  of  three  children:  Carl,  Pearl  and  Arthur. 
Carl  farms  in  Chetek  Township.  Pearl  and  Arthur  operate  the  home  farm. 
All  three  stand  well  in  the  community,  and  are  recognized  as  successful,  mod¬ 
ern  and  energetic  young  people.  Pearl  and  Arthur  are  continuing  the  im¬ 
provements  made  by  their  father,  and  have  a  well  developed  place. 

Ole  Hagna,  a  successful  farmer  of  Section  3,  Chetek,  was  born  in  Nor¬ 
way,  Dec.  20,  1871,  the  son  of  Ellef  and  Margaret  Hagna,  who  lived  all  their 
lives  in  the  old  country.  In  the  family  there  were  seven  children:  Olaf,  Am¬ 
brose,  Turgrim,  Johanes,  Ole  and  John.  Ambrose  and  Turgrim  came  to  the 
United  States  in  the  eighties  and  located  in  Iowa.  In  1886  came  John,  Ole 
and  Johanes.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  educated  in  Norway.  Upon  com¬ 
ing  to  the  United  States  he  stopped  at  Iola,  in  Waupaca  County,  Wis.,  one 
year  and  then  came  to  Barron  County  and  worked  on  farms  near  Cameron. 
Then  he  located  on  the  farm  in  Section  6,  Stanley  Township,  where  his 
brother  John  Hagna  now  lives.  In  1901  he  sold  his  farm  to  his  brother,  John, 
and  purchased  his  present  farm  of  80  acres  in  Section  3,  Chetek  Township. 
He  first  moved  into  a  log  cabin  which  stood  on  the  place.  Then  he  erected  a 
good  set  of  buildings.  To  the  original  purchase  he  has  added  80  more,  so  that 
he  now  owns  160  acres.  He  is  continuing  to  improve  and  develop  this  farm. 
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Jacob  Johnson,  an  influential  citizen  of  Section  15,  east,  Chetek  Township, 
was  born  in  Denmark,  Jan.  1,  1852,  the  son  of  Paul  and  Bodel  (Anderson) 
Johnson,  and  was  there  reared  and  educated.  From  boyhood  up,  he  has  been 
known  as  “Jack”.  He  was  brought  to  Winnebago  County,  this  state,  by  his 
parents  in  1867,  and  to  Chetek  Township,  this  county,  in  1870.  He  was  then 
a  sturdy  youth  of  eighteen,  and  for  several  years  he  worked  hard  helping  his 
parents  develop  their  homestead.  When  he  reached  his  majority,  he  home¬ 
steaded  160  acres  adjoining,  and  while  still  living  at  home,  started  its  devel¬ 
opment.  Later  he  established  his  home  on  the  place  and  here  he  has  since 
lived.  He  erected  a  good  home,  18  by  26  and  16  by  24,  a  barn  28  by  60  feet 
with  a  lean-to,  16  by  60  feet,  and  other  suitable  buildings,  and  after  he  got  the 
land  fairly  well  cleaned  up,  he  added  40  acres  more.  On  this  place  he  suc¬ 
cessfully  carried  on  farming  for  many  years.  In  addition  to  his  farm  hold¬ 
ings,  he  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Chetek  State  Bank,  the  Chetek  Farmers’  Store 
Co.,  and  the  Chetek  Opera  House  Association.  Believing  in  making  rural 
life  as  attractive  as  possible,  he  was  one  of  those  interested  in  starting  the 
Farmers’  Store,  and  was  active  in  the  building  of  the  opera  house.  In  town 
affairs  he  has  taken  an  active  interest,  and  has  served  in  various  oflices  in¬ 
cluding  that  of  assessor.  He  has  done  most  excellent  service  as  a  member  of 
the  school  board  of  his  district  for  some  thirty-five  years.  All  in  all,  he  is  a 
useful  citizen,  he  has  done  his  part  in  the  progress  of  the  community,  and  he 
is  held  in  the  highest  regard  by  all  who  know  him.  Mr.  Johnson  was  married 
Oct.  5,  1890,  to  Martha  Olson,  who  was  born  in  Norway,  July  25,  1871,  the 
daughter  of  Andrea  Olson.  She  came  to  the  United  States  with  her  brother, 
Olaf,  at  the  age  of  fifteen.  After  a  useful  and  faithful  life  she  died  May  30, 
1918,  and  her  death  was  sincerely  mourned.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  had  six 
children:  Albert,  Fred,  Clara,  Edith,  Mabel  and  William.  Albert  is  farming 
on  the  home  place.  Fred  is  farming  in  Chetek  Township.  Clara  is  the  wife 
of  O.  B.  Orpheim,  of  Eau  Claire,  Wis.  Edith  is  the  wife  of  C.  E.  Robinson 
of  Bloomer,  Wis.  Mabel  died  at  the  age  of  seventeen.  William  is  farming  in 
Chetek  Township. 

Albert  Johnson,  an  industrious  farmer  of  Section  15,  east,  Chetek  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  on  the  place  where  he  now  lives,  June  8,  1891,  the  son  of 
Jacob  and  Martha  (Olson)  Johnson.  He  was  reared  on  the  home  place,  and 
learned  farming  from  his  father.  As  a  boy  he  received  a  thorough  grounding 
in  the  fundamentals  in  the  district  schools,  then  attended  the  Chetek  High 
School,  and  subsequently  took  a  commercial  course  in  the  Superior  Business 
College  at  Superior,  Wis.  As  he  grew  older  he  took  over  the  management  of 
the  home  place.  He  is  continuing  the  improvements  and  developments  made 
by  his  father,  is  carrying  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  and  making  a 
specialty  of  Holstein  cattle,  Percheron  horses  and  Poland  China  swine.  His 
educational  advantages  have  caused  him  to  be  called  on  for  considerable 
public  service.  In  township  affairs  he  has  been  assessor  two  years,  and  in 
the  school  district  he  has  been  treasurer  five  years.  He  is  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  Chetek  Holstein  Breeders’  Association,  and  treasurer  of  the 
Moose  Ear  Cheese  Co.  On  Aug.  2,  1918,  he  was  inducted  into  the  United  States 
service,  served  five  months  in  the  9th  Company,  Third  Battalion,  at  Camp 
Taylor,  Kentucky,  and  was  discharged  Dec.  18,  1918.  Mr.  Johnson  was  mar¬ 
ried  on  May  11,  1918,  at  Chetek,  to  Yerda  Carlson,  the  daughter  of  Emil  and 
Elizabeth  Carlson.  Mrs.  Johnson  was  born  at  Waukegan,  Ill.,  on  March  3, 
1896.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  have  had  one  daughter,  Ruth,  now  deceased. 

Charles  H.  Ling  has  developed  an  excellent  farm  in  Section  25,  east, 
Chetek  Township,  from  what  a  few  years  ago  was  a  wilderness.  He  has 
taken  pride  in  its  appearance,  and  the  sightly  house  with  its  evergreen  hedge, 
the  neat  appearing  barns,  the  well-kept  fences,  and  the  carefully  cultivated 
acres,  all  testify  to  his  good  taste,  his  industry,  and  the  fidelity  with  which 
he  has  labored.  He  was  born  in  Cheektowaga,  Erie  County,  New  York,  Oct. 
13,  1854,  the  son  of  Jasper  and  Sophia  (Cramer)  Ling.  He  lost  his  mother 
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when  he  was  young,  his  father  married  again,  and  he  was  early  left  to  shift 
for  himself.  As  a  young  man  he  came  west  and  located  at  Benton,  now  Zion 
City,  Ill.  After  being  there  for  a  while,  he  joined  an  emigrant  party,  and 
went  on  a  trip  through  Iowa,  Kansas,  Missouri  and  Nebraska.  Then  he  re¬ 
turned  to  Benton  again,  and  there  worked  for  a  few  years.  After  his  mar¬ 
riage  in  1881,  he  operated  rented  farms  for  sixteen  years.  In  1897  he  pur¬ 
chased  a  farm  in  Clark  County,  Iowa.  Eight  years  later,  on  April  1,  1905,  he 
came  to  Barron  County,  and  bought  80  acres  of  land  in  Chetek  Township,  to 
which  he  has  since  added  forty  acres  more.  A  house  had  then  been  erected, 
and  some  of  the  land  had  been  cleared.  But  the  house  was  a  shabby  affair, 
with  trodden  dirt  for  a  floor,  and  with  an  old-fashioned  latch  string  for  a  door 
knob.  He  set  to  work  with  a  will  and  built  up  a  good  place,  and  has  suc¬ 
ceeded  most  admirably.  He  has  a  good  set  of  buildings  where  stood  the  old 
house,  and  a  fine  silo  which  was  the  first  to  be  built  in  this  region.  A  beau¬ 
tiful  lawn  takes  the  place  of  the  stretch  of  brush  which  was  in  front  of  the 
old  house,  and  as  mentioned,  a  hedge  of  fir  adds  much  beauty  to  the  whole 
appearance.  He  here  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  and  has  a 
fine  herd  of  pure  blooded  Jersey  cattle.  He  believes  that  any  industry  that 
is  worth  embarking  in  at  all,  is  worthy  of  one’s  best  care  and  attention,  and 
that  he  fully  practices  this  theory  is  shown  by  that  fact  that  although  his 
Plymouth  Rock  chickens  are  only  a  sideline,  he  sold  over  $300  worth  of  eggs 
and  chickens  during  the  year  of  1920.  His  business  holdings  include  stock 
in  the  Co-operative  Mercantile  Co.,  and  in  the  Farmers  Co-operative  Creamery, 
both  at  Chetek.  Mr.  Ling  was  married  at  Bristol,  Kenosha  County,  Wisconsin, 
Sept.  18,  1881,  to  Mary  A.  White,  who  was  born  in  Newport,  Ill.,  March  24, 
1863,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Agnes  (Taylor)  White.  This  union  has  been 
blessed  with  two  children:  Maude  is  now  Mrs.  Carl  Hayes  of  Chetek  Town¬ 
ship.  Clarence  is  with  his  father. 

Clarence  Ling,  working  with  his  father  on  Section  25,  east,  Chetek  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  Nov.  7,  1884,  in  Kenosha  County,  Wisconsin,  grew  to  manhood 
and  attended  school  there,  and  has  always  remained  with  his  father.  He  is 
one  of  the  well  known  men  of  the  region,  takes  his  part  in  the  public  and  social 
affairs  of  the  community,  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  useful  citizens  of  the 
neighborhood.  He  was  married  May  30,  1915  to  Helma  G.  Worden,  who  was 
born  in  Hawthorne,  Wis.,  Oct.  18,  1892,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Matilda 
(Dalton)  Worden,  both  natives  of  Wisconsin,  the  latter  of  whom  died  at  the 
age  of  thirty,  and  the  former  of  whom  lives  in  this  vicinity.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Clarence  Ling  have  four  bright  children:  Charles  Henry,  Harold  Asa,  Jessie 
May  and  Alice  Louise. 

John  Hiber,  who  is  carrying  on  a  profitable  farming  and  dairying  busi¬ 
ness  in  Arland  Township,  was  born  in  Luxembourg,  Feb.  15,  1879,  son  of 
Nicholas  and  Catherine  (Hubert)  Hiber,  now  deceased.  John  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1887,  landing  at  New  York,  accompanied  by  his  sisters,  Mary 
and  Lena,  and  going  directly  to  St.  Paul,  where  they  took  up  their  residence 
with  an  uncle,  Peter  Nickels.  There  John  attended  school,  and,  in  fact,  se¬ 
cured  most  of  his  education.  Afterwards  he  worked  for  his  uncle  on  a  dairy 
farm  near  St.  Paul,  remaining  in  his  employ  until  1902.  He  paid  his  first 
visit  to  Barron  County  in  1896.  In  1902  he  began  his  career  as  a  farmer  here, 
buying  60  acres  in  Section  10,  Arland  Township.  He  has  since  brushed  the 
entire  tract  and  broken  15  acres.  In  1921,  he  erected  a  sightly  modern  home 
of  eight  rooms,  and  equipped  with  hot  air  furnace  and  running  water.  It  is 
built  of  tile,  and  stuccoed  with  Kelley  stone.  His  other  buildings  are  also 
commodious  and  well  suited  to  their  purpose.  He  has  a  good  herd  of  graded 
Holstein  cattle  headed  by  a  full  blooded  sire,  and  his  farm  equipment  in 
tools,  implements  and  machinery  is  excellent.  Mr.  Hiber  is  one  of  the  leaders 
in  his  community,  and  is  interested  in  everything  that  has  for  its  object  the 
betterment  of  farming  conditions  in  the  county.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the 
Farmers  Co-operative  Creamery  at  Barron,  the  Farmers  Co-operative  Store 
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at  POskin,  and  the  Hillsdale  &  Western  Telephone  Co.  All  in  all  he  is  a  suc¬ 
cessful,  active  and  useful  man,  well  liked  and  highly  respected,  and  favorably 
regarded  throughout  the  community.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Catholic  Church 
at  Almena.  He  was  married  Feb.  28,  1911,  to  Elizabeth  (Weber)  Miller, 
widow  of  Peter  Miller.  She  was  born  Aug.  8,  1877,  daughter  of  Matthew  and 
Katherine  (Bi dinger)  Weber,  both  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hiber  are 
the  parents  of  five  children:  Michael,  born  Dec.  25,  1911;  Magdeline,  March 
9,  1914;  John  B.,  Aug.  19,  1916;  Nicholas,  Sept.  19,  1917,  and  Edward,  Oct.  11, 
1920.  By  her  first  husband,  Peter  Miller,  Mrs.  Hiber  has  four  children  living: 
Joseph,  born  Aug.  17,  1900,  now  in  Hampton,  Minn.;  Albert,  born  May  29, 
1903;  John,  born  April  10,  1905,  and  Peter,  born  Jan.  13,  1908. 

Andrew  Johnson,  a  progressive  farmer  of  Section  26,  east,  Chetek  Town¬ 
ship,  is  a  native  of  this  county,  born  in  an  old  log  cabin  on  the  place  where 
he  still  resides,  Dec.  22,  1877,  the  son  of  Lars  and  Bertha  (Finvolden)  John¬ 
son.  These  good  people  were  born  in  Norway,  and  were  there  reared  and  edu¬ 
cated.  They  were  there  married,  and  had  six  children:  Peter,  John,  Louis, 
Nellie,  Jennie  and  Samuel.  In  1871  they  came  to  America  and  found  their  way 
to  Wisconsin.  They  drove  into  Barron  County  from  Eau  Claire  in  an  ox  team, 
in  1876,  secured  160  acres  of  wild  land,  built  a  log  house  and  started  in  to  es¬ 
tablish  their  fortunes.  There  were  then  no  roads  worthy  of  the  name,  there 
were  no  churches  or  schools  in  the  neighborhood,  and  the  stores  were  far  away. 
After  their  arrival  two  more  children,  Andrew  and  Betsey  were  born.  The 
family  was  just  getting  where  they  could  see  the  possibility  of  comfort  ahead 
of  them  when  the  father  died,  in  1881,  only  ten  years  after  their  arrival  in  this 
country.  But  the  mother  was  a  courageous  soul,  and  with  the  help  of  the  older 
children  kept  the  family  together  and  continued  to  improve  and  cultivate  the 
home  place.  As  he  grew  up,  Andrew  attended  the  district  school  and  helped 
with  the  farm  work.  He  was  still  a  youth  when  he  started  work  in  the  woods, 
as  a  logger  and  on  river  drives.  In  time  he  became  a  foreman.  As  the  mother 
grew  older,  the  brother,  Louis,  gradually  assumed  the  responsibilities  of 
the  home  place.  He  built  a  frame  house  and  barn  and  made  other  improve¬ 
ments.  He  was  a  respected,  hard  working  man,  and  he  occupied  a  substantial 
position  in  the  community.  He  was  married  in  1892  to  Hulda  Waxberg,  who 
was  born  in  Goose  Lake,  Chicago  County,  Minnesota,  July  11,  1875,  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Andrew  and  Betsy  Waxberg.  He  died  April  23,  1917,  leaving  five  chil¬ 
dren:  Myrtle  Olive,  Irene  Frances,  Hazel  C.,  Leo  L.  and  Fern  Lorraine.  Myrtle 
Olive  is  the  wife  of  Dudley  Bailkey  of  Chetek  Township.  Irene  Frances  lives  in 
Minnesota.  Hazel  C.  is  the  wife  of  James  Bailkey  of  Chetek  Township.  Leo 
L.  and  Fern  L.  are  doing  well  at  school.  After  his  brother  died,  Andrew,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  took  over  the  place.  He  has  been  successful  in  his 
operations,  and  is  already  well  along  the  road  to  success.  The  family  worships 
at  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Lawrence  Michaelis,  for  some  twenty  years  a  resident  of  Section  36,  east, 
Chetek  Township,  now  deceased,  was  a  quiet,  conscientious  man  of  many  good 
qualities,  and  his  memory  will  long  be  cherished  by  those  who  knew  him.  He 
built  up  an  excellent  farm,  he  reared  a  good  family,  and  he  was  faithful  to 
every  duty  which  life  brought  to  him.  Born  at  Port  Washington,  Ozaukee 
County,  Wisconsin,  on  the  banks  of  Lake  Michigan,  Dec.  8,  1861,  the  son  of 
John  and  Barbara  Michaelis,  he  was  reared  on  the  home  place  and  learned 
farming  from  his  parents.  As  a  young  man  he  went  to  Dane  County,  and 
rented  a  farm  near  Mazomanie.  After  his  marriage  in  1889  he  rented  a  farm 
in  Pine  Bluff,  Dane  County,  this  state.  In  October,  1898,  he  brought  his  wife 
and  family  to  Barron  County,  and  settled  on  160  acres  in  Chetek  Township. 
An  old  frame  house  and  some  crude  log  barns  stood  on  the  place.  He  erected 
a  good  set  of  buildings  and  built  up  an  excellent  farm.  When  he  came  here  he 
started  farming  with  a  horse  team  and  four  cows,  some  fifty  acres  having  been 
broken.  He  increased  the  four  cows  to  a  good  herd,  and  continued  the  break¬ 
ing  until  100  acres  were  practically  under  cultivation.  After  a  useful  life 
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filled  with  worthy  accomplishment,  Mr.  Michaelis  died  Dec.  8,  1908,  and  his 
death  was  sincerely  mourned.  Mr.  Michaelis  was  married  at  Pine  Bluff,  Wis., 
Jan.  8,  1889,  to  Mary  Bauhs,  who  was  born  at  that  place,  Nov.  13,  1860,  the 
daughter  of  Adam  and  Mary  (Jordan)  Bauhs,  natives  of  Germany,  who  came  to 
Wisconsin  as  young  people,  and  were  married  at  Pine  Bluff,  this  state,  where 
.  they  developed  a  good  farm.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Michaelis  had  eight  children,  four 
born  at  Pine  Bluff,  and  four  in  Chetek  Township.  Mabel  is  at  home.  Anna 
is  now  Sister  Mary  Damian,  and  is  in  the  St.  Scholascia  Convent  at  Duluth. 
Joseph  is  at  home.  Loretta  is  at  Faulkton,  S.  D.  Mary  is  a  nurse  and  is  located 
in  Chicago.  Catherine  is  a  student  in  the  St.  Scholascia  Convent  in  Duluth. 
Josephine  in  in  Faulkton,  South  Dakota.  Lawrence  is  at  home.  The  family 
faith  is  that  of  the  Catholic  Church. 

Peter  Stoneberg,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Section  36,  Chetek  Township, 
was  born  in  Wallsjo,  Sweden,  May  9,  1869,  son  of  John  and  Anna  Carlson,  both 
of  whom  spent  the  span  of  their  years  in  Sweden,  where  their  other  four 
children  also  remained.  Peter  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native  land.  He 
learned  the  tinner’s  trade  and  was  employed  at  it  for  some  years.  Upon  com¬ 
ing  to  America  in  the  late  seventies  he  planned  on  working  at  his  trade  in  Chi¬ 
cago,  but  being  unable  to  find  employment  in  that  line  in  that  city  he  took  up 
railroad  work,  which  he  followed  at  various  places  for  many  years,  his  first 
employment  being  near  Ortonville,  Minn.  In  this  work  he  was  moved  from 
place  to  place,  his  principal  points  of  residence,  however,  being  in  Minneapolis, 
Minn.,  and  LeRoy  in  Mower  County,  Minnesota.  He  came  to  Barron  County 
in  1892  as  section  foreman  for  the  “Soo”  line  and  made  his  headquarters  at 
Canton.  While  thus  employed  he  purchased  a  farm  of  160  acres  northeast  of 
Sumner,  in  Sumner  Township.  He  bought  this  from  William  Simpson,  the  pur¬ 
chase  price  being  $600  which  he  paid  for  at  the  rate  of  $10  a  month,  his 
wages  as  a  foreman  being  but  $45  a  month.  In  1900  he  gave  up  railroad  work 
and  moved  to  this  farm.  At  the  time  of  his  purchase  the  place  was  somewhat 
improved.  A  log  house,  log  barn  and  log  sheds  had  been  erected  and  a  garden 
plot  of  about  five  acres  broken.  Mr.  Stoneberg  enlarged  the  house,  erected  a 
hay  shed  and  cleared  more  of  the  land,  farming  on  a  scale  which  made  a  good 
living  for  himself  and  his  family.  He  moved  to  his  present  place  March  14, 
1910.  Here  he  has  160  acres.  When  he  came  here  the  buildings  had  been 
erected  and  about  80  acres  improved.  He  has  renovated  and  altered  several 
of  the  buildings,  built  an  addition  to  the  barn  and  erected  a  swine  house  and 
tool  shed.  He  has  also  continued  the  other  improvements.  About  90  acres  are 
now  under  the  plow  and  the  remainder  in  wild  land  and  pasturage.  Mr. 
Stoneberg  energetically  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  His  cattle 
are  of  graded  Jersey  blood,  headed  by  a  full  blooded  sire,  while  his  swine  are 
of  the  Poland  China  breed.  His  holdings  include  stock  in  the  Farmers’  Co¬ 
operative  Cheese  Co.  of  Chetek,  and  in  the  Farmers’  Co-operative  Mercantile 
Co.  of  that  city.  Mr.  Stoneberg  was  married  Sept.  28,  1888,  in  Glenwood,  Minn., 
to  Jacobea  Larson,  born  in  Norway,  July  13,  1861,  daughter  of  Lars  Peterson 
and  Dorothy  Olson,  who  spent  the  span  of  their  years  in  Norway.  This  union 
has  been  blessed  with  six  children :  Ludwig,  Victor,  Lilly,  Arthur,  Gilbert  and 
Dorothy.  Ludwig  was  born  June  12,  1899,  and  is  on  the  home  farm.  Victor 
was  born  Aug.  3,  1890.  He  was  inducted  into  the  United  States  service  July 
23,  1918,  trained  at  Camp  Grant,  Ill.,  and  Camp  Mills,  N.  Y.,  sailed  for  France 
Sept.  8  with  the  343rd  Infantry,  was  stricken  with  influenza  and  pneumonia 
the  fourth  day  after  he  arrived,  was  sent  to  Base  Hospital  No.  6,  Bordeaux, 
and  died  there  Oct.  8,  1918.  He  had  proved  himself  a  good  soldier  in  training 
camps  and  was  popular  with  his  fellows.  Lilly  was  born  Jan.  8,  1892,  and  is 
the  wife  of  Roy  Pitman,  who  farms  north  of  Chetek.  They  have  two  children, 
Dorothy  and  Frank  Raymond.  Arthur  was  born  Nov.  8,  1894.  He  was  inducted 
into  the  United  States  service  July  16,  1918,  and  trained  seven  months  at  Camp 
Hancock,  Ga.  Gilbert  was  born  Aug.  30,  1896,  and  assists  on  the  home  farm. 
He  married  Augusta  Sell,  and  they  have  two  children,  Velma  and  Victor. 


zed  by  G00glc 


Digitized  by  LjOOQle 


ji 

si 

.  FRED  HANSON  AND  FAMILY 


HISTORY  OF  BARRON  COUNTY 


929 


Dorothy  was  born  Aug.  15,  1900,  and  is  the  wife  of  Harold  Isaacson  of  Chetek 
Township. 

Adolph  F.  Hanson,  a  solid  and  substantial  citizen  of  section  20,  Arland 
Township,  held  in  the  highest  esteem  by  all  who  know  him,  was  born  in  Swe¬ 
den,  March  23,  1867,  the  son  of  Olaus  and  Anna  C.  (Olson)  Hanson,  both  of 
whom  are  now  deceased,  and  both  of  whom  spent  the  span  of  their  years  in 
the  old  country.  He  was  reared  in  his  native  land,  attended  school  there  for 
a  while,  and  as  a  youth  did  farm  work.  Later  he  worked  in  brick  yards  and 
as  a  stone  cutter.  In  the  summer  of  1879  he  came  to  America,  and  after  landing 
in  Boston  found  his  way  to  Lake  City,  Wabash  County,  Minn.,  where  he  stayed 
until  the  day  after  Christmas  of  that  year.  Then  he  came  to  Clayton,  Polk 
County,  this  state,  and  from  there  walked  to  section  8,  Arland  Township, 
where  his  brother,  Carl  Martin  Hanson,  was  living.  After  a  short  visit,  he 
entered  the  employ  of  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  Thereafter  he  worked  in  the  lumber 
woods  winters  and  on  the  spring  drives  for  several  years.  He  was  also  em¬ 
ployed  in  railroad  construction  work,  working  on  four  different  lines  in  Barron 
County.  In  1882  he  bought  120  acres  in  section  11,  Arland  Township.  This 
was  all  wild.  He  put  up  a  set  of  log  buildings  and  cleared  forty  acres  of  the 
land.  In  1899  he  sold  out  and  purchased  120  acres  of  partly  cleared  land  in 
section  20.  He  put  up  a  good  set  of  buildings,  has  cleared  more  of  the  land 
and  developed  a  good  place.  Here  he  has  since  continued  to  successfully  carry 
on  general  farming  and  dairying.  He  has  a  good  herd  of  Guernsey  cattle 
headed  by  a  full  blooded  sire  and  a  fine  drove  of  pure  blooded  Chester  White 
swine.  He  believes  in  everything  that  is  for  the  good  of  the  community.  He 
has  been  especially  interested  in  education,  helped  to  stablish  five  districts 
in  his  township  and  has  been  a  school  board  member  for  some  twenty  years. 
For  nine  years  he  was  pathmaster  and  labored  earnestly  in  behalf  of  good 
roads.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Arland  Farm  Bureau.  Mr.  Hanson  was  married 
July  28,  1888,  to  Lena  Johnson,  who  was  born  in  Henri ette,  Jackson  County, 
Mich.,  April  13,  1870,  the  daughter  of  Josiah  and  Sarah  (Johnson)  Johnson, 
natives  respectively  of  New  York  and  Canada,  who  came  to  Barron  County  in 
1872  and  located  in  Maple  Grove  Township,  later  moving  to  Arland  Township, 
where  they  lived  until  1895  when  they  retired  and  moved  to  Barron  city,  from 
which  place  in  1914  they  moved  to  Seattle,  Wash.,  where  they  now  live.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hanson  have  been  blessed  with  eleven  children:  Anna  K.,  Evelyn, 
Gustav  A.,  Ella  D.,  Charles  A.,  Ida,  Louisa,  Henry  A.,  Andrew  L.,  Clara  and 
Hannah.  Anna  K.  was  born  April  23,  1889,  and  is  the  wife  of  Levi  Credit  of 
Saginaw,  Mich.  Evelyn  was  born  June  27,  1890,  and  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Bliss 
of  Minneapolis.  Gustav  A.  was  wounded  in  the  World  War.  He  was  born 
Aug.  3,  1893,  and  on  March  31,  1917,  enlisted  in  Company  A,  121st  Machine 
Gun  Battalion,  Wisconsin  National  Guards.  For  a  time  he  did  guard  duty  at 
Superior,  Wis.  Then  he  trained  at  Camp  Douglas,  in  this  state,  and  at  Waco, 
Texas.  He  left  Waco,  Jan.  20,  1918,  was  equipped  for  overseas  duty  at  Camp 
Merritt,  N.  J.,  sailed  March  16,  1918,  and  was  at  the  front  from  May  10,  1918, to 
Oct.  10,  1918,  when  he  was  wounded  in  the  Argonne  Forest.  He  was  returned 
to  the  states  as  a  casual,  and  was  discharged  at  Camp  Grant,  Rockford,  Ill.,  in 
May,  1919,  with  the  rank  of  corporal.  Ella  D.  was  born  Dec.  30,  1894,  and  is 
the  wife  of  John  Zeilstar  of  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.  Charles  A.  was  born  March 
24,  1896.  He  was  inducted  into  the  United  States  service  April  28,  1918,  trained 
at  Camp  Grant,  Rockford,  Ill.,  and  then  did  guard  duty  at  Eagle  Pass,  Texas, 
until  discharged  May  15,  1919.  Ida  was  born  Oct.  16,  1898,  and  is  now  a  school 
teacher  in  Arland  Township.  Louisa  was  born  July  15,  1900,  and  is  the  wife 
of  John  Scharle  of  Modesto,  Calif.  Henry  A.  was  born  May  25,  1903;  Andrew 
L.  was  born  Dec.  8,  1904;  Clara  was  born  Oct.  11,  1906;  Hannah  M.  was  born 
May  21,  1910.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Louis  Bernard  Jacobson,  one  of  the  most  enterprising  young  farmers  of 
this  part  of  Barron  County,  and  widely  known  for  his  success  as  a  potato 
raiser,  was  born  at  Scandinavia,  Waupaca  County,  this  state,  Jan.  13,  1889,  son 
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of  Jacob  and  Tillie  (Hasler)  Jacobson.  Jacob  Jacobson  is  a  man  of  probity 
and  worth.  He  was  born  in  Norway  and  was  brought  to  Wisconsin  by  his 
parents  when  he  was  a  young  boy  of  about  five  years.  As  a  young  man,  he 
alternated  farming  with  working  in  the  woods.  For  many  years  he  was  a 
farmer  in  Waupaca  County,  this  state,  where  he  attained  a  substantial  place 
in  the  community.  He  was  twice  married.  By  his  first  wife,  Betsey,  he  had 
five  children,  Teman,  Julius,  Tillie,  Joseph  and  Julia.  By  his  second  wife, 
Tillie  Hasler,  whom  he  married  at  Scandinavia,  Wis.,  he  has  five  children: 
Louis  Bernard,  farmer  of  Chetek;  and  Elmer,  Lillie,  Elvin  and  Leonard,  who 
are  on  the  home  farm.  Louis  Bernard,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  reared 
in  Waupaca  County,  Wis.,  and  spent  his  youth  assisting  his  father  on  the  home 
farm.  In  1913  his  father  purchased  for  him  a  farm  of  160  acres  in  section 
34,  Chetek  Township,  this  county.  To  this  he  later  added  80  acres  more.  On 
the  first  tract  the  buildings  were  but  ordinary,  and  on  the  second  tract  there 
were  only  a  few  old  sheds.  The  farm  is  now  developed  so  that  126  acres  of 
the  240  acres  are  under  the  plow.  The  buildings  are  adequate  and  the  imple¬ 
ments  and  machinery  excellent,  including  a  tractor.  For  the  first  two  years 
Mr.  Jacobson  had  misfortunes  of  various  natures.  Then  his  prosperity  began. 
He  specializes  in  potatoes,  plants  about  27  acres  a  year,  and  has  an  annual 
crop  of  about  3,000  bushels.  In  1920  he  cleared  more  than  $4,000  from  his 
potato  crop  alone.  In  1917  he  was  enabled  to  pay  his  father  and  clear  his 
indebtedness.  In  dairying  he  is  gradually  working  into  full  blooded  Holsteins. 
He  started  his  herd  with  four  “scrubs”  and  now  has  twenty-five  head  of  full 
bloods,  with  full  blooded  sires  at  the  head.  He  also  has  a  good  grade  of  Duroc 
Jersey  swine.  Mr.  Jacobson’s  friends  attribute  his  success  to  his  capacity  for 
hard  work.  He  knows  potatoes  thoroughly,  he  knows  local  conditions,  he 
works  early  and  late,  and  is  untiring  in  spraying  and  cultivating,  sometimes 
working  eighteen  hours  a  day  during  the  critical  weeks.  He  is  a  shareholder 
in  the  Co-operative  Mercantile  Co.  and  in  the  Chetek  Auto  Co.  Mr.  Jacobson 
was  married  Nov.  19,  1914,  to  Inga  Aim,  who  was  born  in  Amherst,  Portage 
County,  Wis.,  in  1893,  daughter  of  Even  and  Pauline  Aim,  who  came  from 
Norway  about  1876  and  settled  in  Portage  County.  In  the  family  there  were 
ten  children :  Marie,  Peter,  Gusta,  Edward,  Ole,  Amelia,  Mabel,  Hamme,  Emma 
and  Inga.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jacobson  have  had  four  children:  Thelma  Jeanette, 
James  Irvin,  Thelma  Pauline  and  Leslie  Belford.  Thelma  Jeanette  was  born 
Feb.  28,  1916,  and  died  March  21  the  same  year.  James  Irvin  was  born  Feb. 
2,  1916,  and  died  Feb.  24,  1920.  Thelma  Pauline  was  born  July  20,  1917.  Leslie 
Belford  was  born  Jan.  26,  1919.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian 
Lutheran  Church. 

John  Wall,  who  developed  a  farm  in  Dallas  Township,  was  born  in  Nor¬ 
way,  the  son  of  Ole  and  Olia  Wall.  He  was  brought  to  this  country  as  a  small 
boy  by  his  parents,  who  located  on  a  piece  of  wild  land  in  Dallas  Township, 
and  there  started  in  as  pioneers.  They  were  without  funds,  and  the  father  for 
some  years  worked  on  the  railroad  and  in  the  woods  to  get  money  to  support 
his  family,  while  slowly  developing  his  farm.  John  was  reared  amid  pioneer 
conditions  and  attended  such  primitive  schools  as  the  times  and  neighborhood 
afforded.  As  a  young  man,  he  married  Olea  Espeseth  and  moved  onto  a  piece 
of  wild  land  a  mile  north  of  Dallas  Village.  There  he  built  a  small  frame 
cabin,  started  to  clear  up  the  place  and  started  in  with  almost  nothing  to 
establish  his  fortunes.  In  time  he  prospered  and  beeame  one  of  the  substantial 
men  of  the  community.  For  some  time  he  was  treasurer  of  his  township,  and 
served  with  ability  and  distinction.  July  26,  1906,  he  and  his  daughter,  Selma, 
were  killed  by  a  stroke  of  lightning  which  struck  their  barn.  He  was  a  useful 
man  in  the  community  and  his  loss  was  sincerely  mourned.  In  the  family 
there  were  nine  children,  six  boys  and  three  girls:  Oscar,  George,  Olger,  Ger¬ 
trude,  Selma,  Thilda,  Albert,  Joseph  and  Bennie. 

Oscar  J.  Wall,  a  hard  working  farmer  of  section  22,  west,  Chetek  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  Dallas  Township,  this  county,  one  mile  north  of  Dallas 
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Village,  Sept.  2,  1883,  the  son  of  John  and  Espeseth  Olea  (Espeseth)  Wall,  and 
grandson  of  Ole  and  Olia  Wall,  the  early  Settlers.  He  was  reared  on  the  home 
place  and  attended  the  district  school.  As  a  young  man  he  started  working 
out  for  various  farmers.  Then  he  bought  80  acres  a  mile  west  of  Dallas,  re¬ 
modeled  the  house,  built  a  barn  and  silo  and  improved  the  place  generally. 
Some  fourteen  years  later  he  sold  out  and  for  one  summer  occupied  a  farm 
in  the  northwestern  part  of  Dallas  Township.  In  1920  he  bought  his  present 
place  of  eighty  acres.  He  has  a  well  improved  farm,  with  a  good  house,  barn, 
silo  and  outbuildings  and  does  general  farming,  making  a  specialty  of  Guern¬ 
sey  cattle.  He  was  married  on  March  8,  1911,  at  Dallas,  to  Mary  Nelson,  born 
at  Dallas  on  Jan.  10,  1893,  the  daughter  of  Ole  and  Mattie  (Carlson)  Nelson, 
now  of  Dallas  Township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wall  have  three  daughters,  Selma,  Olga 
and  Florence.  Selma  was  born  Feb.  29,  1912.  Olga  was  born  April  13,  1914. 
Florence  was  born  Nov.  8,  1918. 

Ole  H.  Hanson,  a  representative  farmer  of  section  18,  Chetek  Township, 
was  born  in  Norway,  Dec.  20,  1851,  the  son  of  Hans  and  Sijrid  Olson,  who 
spent  the  span  of  their  years  in  the  old  country.  As  a  boy  he  had  little  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  securing  an  education.  His  home  was  in  the  rugged  and  desolate 
mountains  of  northern  Norway,  the  people  were  poor,  and  there  was  no  regular 
school.  Twice  a  year,  one  week  in  the  summer  and  one  week  in  the  winter,  a 
traveling  teacher  held  school  for  an  hour  a  day  in  the  back  of  a  log  stable,  and 
this  he  attended.  Almost  from  the  time  young  Ole  H.  could  walk,  he  was  a 
goat  boy,  herding  goats  and  sheep  in  the  mountains.  When  he  was  fourteen 
he  was  confirmed.  When  he  was  eighteen  he  started  in  the  cod  fishing  indus¬ 
try.  The  first  year  he  was  accounted  as  only  half  a  regular  man  and  was 
outfitted  and  supplied  accordingly.  The  next  year  he  was  classed  as  a  full 
man.  In  the  spring  of  1870  he  and  two  friends,  Andrew  Larson  and  Christ 
Johnson,  came  to  America,  landed  at  Quebec,  Canada,  and  from  there  made 
the  trip  to  La  Crosse,  Wis.,  by  train.  Then  by  steamer  they  went  up  the  Mis- 
sippi  River  to  Reed’s  Landing,  where  they  separated.  From  there,  Mr.  Hanson 
went  by  boat  to  Durand.  There  he  took  a  stage,  drawn  by  four  horses,  bound 
for  Eau  Claire.  He  gave  the  driver  all  the  money  he  had.  When  the  trip  was 
about  half  made,  the  driver  was  about  to  put  him  off,  but  some  members  of  a 
rafting  crew  with  whom  he  had  become  acquainted,  and  who  were  likewise 
making  the  trip,  interceded  in  his  behalf,  and  he  continued  the  trip  to  the 
Scandinavian  Hotel,  Eau  Claire.  After  a  few  days  there  he  secured  employ¬ 
ment  with  the  Chapin,  Thorp  Co.  In  the  fall  he  was  paid  off.  Then  he  started 
out  afoot  for  this  county.  Beginning  his  journey  in  the  early  morning,  he 
reached  Sand  Prairie,  in  Chippewa  County,  the  next  morning.  Continuing  his 
journey,  he  crossed  the  dam  at  Chetek  and  found  two  shanties  there.  Pushing 
open  the  door  of  one,  he  was  horrified  to  see  at  the  farther  end  two  large  men, 
armed  with  huge  knives,  and  with  their  hands  and  bare  arms  covered  with 
blood.  Accordingly,  he  turned  about  and  started  to  run  away.  Attracted  by 
the  noise  he  made,  they  called  to  him,  but  he,  fearing  that  they  were  savages 
who  would  kill  him,  only  continued  to  run  the  faster.  Later  he  found  that 
they  were  two  men  employed  by  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  cutting  up  a  pig,  and  that 
their  intentions  toward  him  were  most  friendly.  He  continued  his  way  to  the 
home  of  his  uncle,  Ole  Olson  Rooken,  who  had  homesteaded  a  tract  of  land 
in  section  18,  Chetek  Township.  A  few  days  later  he  entered  the  employ  of 
Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.,  for  whom  he  worked  until  1876.  That  spring,  desiring 
adventure  and  hoping  to  make  his  fortune,  he  started  for  the  gold  fields  of 
South  Dakota.  He  went  to  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  then  to  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  and  then 
to  Yankton,  S.  D.  Then  he  started  up  the  Missouri  River  to  Pierre,  S.  D.,  with 
several  other  prospectors.  But  one  of  his  knees  gave  out,  and  he  could  go  no 
farther.  So  his  friends  left  him  with  blankets  and  provisions  and  continued  on 
their  journey.  He  secured  a  ride  back  to  the  river  and  went  up  the  river  to  a 
government  trading  post.  After  getting  better,  he  went  to  Bismarck,  N.  D.,  and 
started  freighting  with  horses  for  the  Northwestern  Stage  &  Transportation 
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Co.  for  three  years,  driving  from  Bismark  to  Deadwood  City.  In  1879  he 
came  back  to  Barron  County  and  entered  the  employ  of  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co. 
once  more.  In  the  winter  he  was  a  lumber  camp  foreman,  and  in  the  spring  he 
towed  logs  across  Cedar  Lake  with  a  small  steamer.  This  continued  for  a 
number  of  years.  In  1881  he  settled  on  a  farm  of  120  acres  in  section  18,  Chetek 
Township.  He  built  a  small  frame  house  and  started  clearing  up  the  land.  He 
continued,  however,  to  work  in  the  lumber  industry,  leaving  his  wife  to  look 
after  things  at  home.  Since  1896  he  has  devoted  his  entire  time  to  the  farm. 
He  now  has  one  of  the  finest  places  in  the  township.  This  has  been  brought 
about  by  the  hardest  kind  of  wprk,  unceasingly  applied.  He  has  replaced  the 
shack  with  a  pleasant  nine-room  dwelling.  In  1920  he  put  up  a  fine  barn,  36 
by  60  feet,  eighteen  feet  to  the  plate,  and  with  an  eight-foot  full  basement. 
The  barn  is  well  equipped  with  many  modern  appliances.  There  are  also  many 
other  buildings  which  have  been  built  from  time  to  time  as  necessity  has 
required.  The  farm  is  level,  well  tilled,  well  cultivated,  well  fenced  and  well 
watered.  The  house  is  surrounded  with  a  fine  grove,  a  sweeping  lawn  and 
shrubbery,  and  flowers.  A  large  tract  of  timber,  National,  White  and  Norway 
pine,  which  has  been  preserved,  adds  to  the  beauty  and  value  of  the  place.  The 
equipment  in  tools,  implements  and  machinery  is  of  the  best,  and  the  place  is 
well  stocked  with  domestic  animals  of  high  grade.  In  addition  to  building  up 
this  fine  farm,  Mr.  Hanson  has  found  time  for  much  public  service.  For  five 
years  he  was  chairman  of  the  township,  giving  good  service  to  his  fellow 
townsmen  as  well  as  serving  with  usefulness  and  distinction  on  the  county 
board.  For  a  time  he  was  town  supervisor.  For  some  years  he  has  been  on  the 
school  board.  The  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church  has  found  in  him  a  liberal 
supporter.  All  in  all,  he  is  a  useful  citizen,  and  few  are  held  in  higher  regard 
and  esteem  than  is  he.  Mr.  Hanson  was  married  June  13,  1881,  to  Amelia 
Wagsland,  who  was  born  in  Iola,  Wis.,  Waupaca  County,  March  26,  1863,  the 
daughter  of  Stiner  and  Anlue  Wagsland.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with 
eight  children.  Anna  was  born  May  26,  1882.  Hans  S.  was  born  July  10,  1884, 
and  died  at  the  age  of  two  years.  Hans  S.  was  born  Nov.  29,  1886,  and  is  now 
in  Waukegan,  Ill.  Theresa  C.,  born  Jan.  11,  1889,  now  lives  in  Canada.  Oscar 
E.,  born  April  2,  1891,  is  now  in  Montana.  Hannah  M.,  born  Sept.  19,  1893,  is 
married  and  lives  in  Chetek  Township.  Nettie,  born  June  7,  1896,  died  the 
same  day.  Carl  E.,  born  Sept.  6,  1902,  lives  at  home  and  helps  on  the  farm.  All 
the  members  of  the  family  have  done  well  and  are  highly  regarded. 

David  S.  Wear,  a  progressive  farmer  of  section  11,  west,  Chetek  Township, 
is  a  man  of  considerable  influence  in  his  community  and  is  a  firm  upholder  of 
everything  which  he  believes  to  be  right  and  just.  He  is  a  man  of  broad  sym¬ 
pathy,  he  keeps  well  abreast  of  the  times,  he  informs  himself  as  to  all  the 
latest  developments  in  agriculture  and  is  in  every  respect  a  good  farmer,  a 
good  neighbor,  a  good  citizen  and  a  good  family  man.  He  was  born  on  a  farm 
in  Fulton  County,  Ind.,  Jan.  8,  1876,  the  son  of  Joseph  and  Nancy  (McKee) 
Wear,  natives  respectively  of  North  Carolina  and  Indiana.  The  parents  with 
their  four  children  drove  in  to  Barron  County  in  1886  and  settled  on  a  tract 
of  wild  land  in  Dallas  Township.  After  two  years  they  returned  to  Indiana,  as 
they  found  the  wilds  of  Barron  County  too  lonesome.  But  a  few  years  later, 
after  this  region  was  a  little  more  thickly  settled,  they  came  back  and  settled 
in  Chetek  Township.  Later  they  moved  to  Washburn  County,  in  this  state. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  Indiana  and  Wisconsin  and  learned 
farming  from  his  parents.  As  a  young  man  he  spent  ten  seasons  in  the  lumber 
woods,  getting  out  logs  and  working  on  lumber  drives,  meeting  with  many 
interesting  adventures  and  gaining  experience  which  has  continued  to  be 
valuable  to  him.  In  1899  he  located  on  a  tract  of  land  in  the  woods  of  Wash¬ 
burn  County,  which  he  cleared  up,  and  to  some  extent  developed.  In  1907  he 
located  on  his  present  farm  of  160  acres  in  Chetek  Township,  section  11,  west. 
When  he  came  here  an  old  set  of  log  buildings  stood  on  the  place  and  a  few 
acres  had  been  cleared.  He  has  continued  the  clearing,  has  erected  a  good 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  OF  BARRON  COUNTY 


933 


set  of  buildings  and  has  devoted  his  time  to  developing  the  farm  and  carrying 
on  general  agricultural  operations  and  dairying,  a  specialty  being  made  of  a 
good  dairy  herd  of  Holsteins.  A  well  informed  man  himself  and  the  father  of 
children,  Mr.  Wear  is  a  believer  in  a  sound  education,  and  has  served  with 
credit  as  a  member  of  the  school  board.  Mr.  Wear  was  married  at  Springbrook, 
Wi8.,  on  Nov.  24,  1902,  to  Daisy  Blanche  Correll,  who  was  born  in  Nebraska, 
March  23,  1887,  daughter  of  James  and  Jane  Correll.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wear  have 
three  fine  boys:  Lloyd,  borrf  June  18,  1904;  Fred,  born  Dec.  3,  1905;  and 
Edward,  born  Sept.  9,  1911.  James  Correll  and  his  wife  went  from  Indiana  to 
Nebraska  in  the  early  days,  became  homesick,  went  back  to  Indiana,  lived 
there  for  a  while,  and  then  started  out  again  and  located  in  Washburn  County, 
this  state,  where  they  still  live. 

Fred  De  Wolf  Wright,  a  representative  and  substantial  citizen,  farming 
56  acres  in  section  24,  Chetek  Township,  not  far  from  the  city  limits,  has  been 
identified  with  both  the  agricultural  and  creamery  interests  of  this  state.  He 
and  his  family  stand  high  in  the  community,  they  have  a  pleasant  home,  are 
people  of  genial  and  sociable  disposition  and  delight  in  keeping  open  house 
for  their  friends.  He  was  born  in  Forrestville,  N.  Y.,  July  4,  1865,  son  of 
Francis  C.  and  Alvina  (West)  Wright,  natives  of  New  York  state  who  came  to 
Dane  County  in  the  sixties  and  secured  a  farm  of  276  acres  in  Medina  Town¬ 
ship,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  In  his  family  there  were 
four  children:  Charles  (deceased),  Edgar  M.  (deceased),  Fred  DeWolf  of 
Chetek  Township;  and  Zina  L.  of  Oshkosh,  Wis.  By  a  second  marriage  Francis 
C.  Wright  had  another  son,  Donald  F.,  who  is  still  on  the  home  farm.  Fred 
DeWolf  was  a  little  over  three  years  of  age  when  his  mother  died,  and  he  was 
taken  to  New  York  state,  where  he  lived  with  his  grandparents  three  years. 
Then  he  came  back  to  Wisconsin  and  was  reared  on  the  home  farm.  He  devoted 
much  of  his  young  manhood  to  farming.  While  still  living  at  home  he  learned 
the  creamery  business,  and  for  some  years  operated  creameries  in  various 
parts  of  the  state.  In  1904  he  gave  up  the  creamery  business  and  devoted  all 
his  time  to  farming  in  Dane  County.  He  came  to  his  present  place  in  1912.  He 
has  renovated  the  house,  put  an  addition  on  the  barn  and  erected  a  silo,  swine 
house,  granary,  corn  crib,  garage  and  other  buildings.  He  successfully  car¬ 
ries  on  general  farming  and  makes  a  specialty  of  dairying.  His  holdings 
include  stock  in  the  Chetek  Co-operative  Mercantile  Co.  Mr.  Wright  was 
married  Jan.  3,  1899,  to  Annie  Chute,  who  was  born  at  Whiterock,  Republic 
County,  Kans.,  Aug.  25,  1880,  daughter  of  William  Alonzo  and  Catherine 
Elizabeth  (Maxwell)  Chute,  natives  respectively  of  Maine  and  Illinois.  Mrs. 
Wright  has  one  brother,  William  Edson  Chute,  of  Madison,  Wis.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wright  have  one  son,  William  Francis,  born  in  Dane  County,  Dec.  24,  1899,  and 
now  living  at  home. 

Thomas  Owen,  homesteader,  section  32,  Chetek  Township,  was  born  in 
England  and  was  there  reared.  As  a  young  man,  he  married  Mary  Price,  also 
a  native  of  that  country.  He  brought  his  wife  and  two  children,  Emma  and 
Charles,  to  this  country  in  1871  and  located  in  Ohio.  From  there  they  came 
to  Wisconsin  and  located  in  Columbia  County.  In  the  late  seventies  they  came 
to  Barron  County  and  homesteaded  160  acres  in  section  32,  Chetek  Township. 
Here  he  built  a  frame  house  and  started  farming  with  a  yoke  of  oxen.  The 
land  was  all  wild,  there  were  no  highways  except  the  lumber  roads  and  set¬ 
tlers’  trails,  the  best  trading  points  were  Rice  Lake  and  Menomonie,  and  the 
condition  of  the  trails  were  often  such  that  the  trip  for  provisions  often  had 
to  be  made  afoot.  The  farm  could  not  be  made  productive  for  several  years, 
and  Mr.  Owen  had  to  work  for  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  at  Chetek  Lake,  to  support 
the  family.  As  time  passed  he  prospered,  and  with  the  aid  of  his  family  built 
up  a  good  place.  In  his  advancing  years  he  was  much  troubled  with  asthma, 
so  he  and  his  wife  moved  to  Fort  Morgan,  Colo.,  where  he  died  in  1909  and 
where  his  wife  still  lives.  In  addition  to  the  children  named  they  had  six 
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children  born  in  the  United  States:  Liza,  Mary,  William  Henry,  Guy,  Ray 
and  Leon. 

William  Henry  Owen,  a  well  known  farmer  of  section  3,  west,  Chetek 
Township,  was  born  near  Portage,  Columbia  County,  Wis.,  Jan.  29,  1877,  the 
son  of  Thomas  and  Mary  (Rice)  Owen,  who  brought  him  to  section  32,  this 
township,  as  an  infant.  He  was  reared  here,  attended  the  district  schools  and 
assisted  his  father  in  developing  the  place.  As  a  young  man  he  purchased  80 
acres  of  the  home  place  and  erected  a  good  set  rff  buildings.  There  he  farmed 
for  several  years,  first  making  a  specialty  of  Jersey  cattle,  and  then  gradually 
changing  to  Holsteins.  In  1910  he  purchased  his  present  place  of  115  acres  in 
section  3,  west.  Here  he  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying  on  a  suc¬ 
cessful  scale.  In  public  life  he  believes  in  doing  his  duty  as  a  citizen  in  every 
way,  and  has  served  for  nine  years  as  a  member  of  the  school  board  of 
his  district.  Mr.  Owen  was  married  Jan.  1,  1899,  at  Dallas,  to  Mina  Cotting- 
ton,  who  was  born  in  Dallas  Township,  this  county,  on  Jan.  18,  1879,  the 
daughter  of  J.  P.  and  Lavina  (Stillick)  Cottington,  who  came  from  Sauk 
County  to  Barron  County  in  1868,  and  located  on  160  acres  of  wild  land  in 
Dallas  Township.  The  country  was  then  a  wilderness,  the  only  marks  of 
civilization  being  here  and  there  a  lumber  camp,  and  at  long  distances  a 
cabin  or  two  of  the  settlers.  Indians  still  ranged  the  region,  wild  animals 
were  plentiful,  and  at  some  seasons  of  the  year  deer  were  so  tame  that  they 
could  be  shot  from  the  cabin  door.  Mr.  Cottington  was  a  prominent  man,  did 
good  service  on  the  school  board,  and  justice  of  the  peace  for  over  twenty 
years.  In  his  latter  life  he  retired  and  moved  to  Dallas  Village  where  he  died 
at  the  age  of  76,  his  wife  having  died  at  the  age  of  59  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Owen  had  six  children:  Eva  is  a  teacher  and  is  teaching  in  the  same  district 
in  Dallas  in  which  her  mother  was  both  a  scholar  and  a  teacher.  Stanley, 
Violet,  Ethelyn,  William  and  Robert  are  at  home.  Violet  and  Ethelyn  are  taking 
high  school  studies  and  William  and  Robert  are  in  the  district  school.  Stanley 
is  a  member  of  Headquarters  Company,  Chetek,  First  Infantry,  W.  N.  G. 

Samuel  Calhoun,  a  progressive  farmer  of  section  21,  east,  Chetek  Town¬ 
ship,  ranking  well  in  the  foremost  among  the  leading  men  of  this  vicinity,  has 
had  long  experience  in  the  development  of  this  part  of  the  state,  both  in  its 
lumbering  and  agricultural  aspects.  He  was  born  near  New  Brunswick,  Can¬ 
ada,  July  15,  1850,  seventh  of  the  nine  children  of  Andrew  and  Rachael 
(Campbell)  Calhoun,  who  were  born  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  came  to  Canada 
as  young  people,  were  married  in  New  Brunswick,  settled  on  a  farm  there  and 
there  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  Samuel  had  a  deeply  beloved  twin 
brother,  Charles,  who  as  a  young  man  went  west  to  the  state  of  Washington, 
and  there  lived  until  his  death.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  New 
Brunswick,  attended  school  and  learned  farming  from  his  father.  In  1871  he 
went  to  Maine  and  there  worked  in  the  lumber  woods  and  on  river  drives.  In 
1872  he  came  to  Eau  Claire,  this  state,  and  became  identified  with  the  lumber 
industry  in  the  employ  of  the  Weyerhauser  interests.  His  promotion  was 
rapid.  The  second  year  he  was  made  a  cruiser  and  estimator,  and  before  long 
he  was  made  a  head  woodsman,  or  ‘‘walking  boss.”  In  all,  he  remained  in  the 
lumber  business  for  twenty-five  years,  working  in  Wisconsin  and  Minnesota, 
and  becoming  one  of  the  best  known  men  in  his  line  in  the  Northwest.  In  1875 
he  homesteaded  160  acres  of  wild  land  in  section  21,  east,  Chetek  Township,  on 
which  he  located  permanently  in  1888.  In  1878  he  erected  what  was  then 
considered  the  best  farmhouse  in  Barron  County.  This  was  built  of  clear 
timber,  which  was  then  sold  at  $10  a  thousand  feet,  but  which  would  now 
cost  possibly  $125  and  would  be  hard  to  get  even  at  that  price.  Other  build¬ 
ings  have  been  put  up  as  necessity  has  required  until  there  are  now  included 
within  the  set,  a  large  barn,  100  by  40  feet;  an  inside  barn,  14  by  34  feet;  an 
outside  barn,  16  by  42  feet ;  two  silos,  a  granary,  a  sheep  shed,  and  numerous 
other  structures.  When  he  started  farming  here,  only  a  few  acres  had  been 
broken,  his  supply  of  tools  and  implements  were  small  and  his  farm  animals 
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consisted  of  three  cows.  He  now  has  one  of  the  best  cultivated  farms  in  the 
neighborhood,  with  its  broad  acres  well  tilled  and  neatly  fenced  and  equipped 
with  a  full  line  of  implements  and  machinery.  It  now  contains  400  acres.  He 
has  a  fine  herd  of  over  100  Guernsey  cattle,  good  Percheron  horses,  full 
blooded  Chester  White  swine,  and  a  good  collection  of  poultry.  Mr.  Calhoun 
has  done  considerable  public  service  which  is  of  permanent  and  lasting 
benefit.  One  of  the  things  for  which  he  is  honored  is  his  work  in  connection 
with  Lake  View  Cemetery.  He  worked  hard  for  its  establishment,  he  laid  it 
out  in  a  sightly  manner,  he  assisted  in  neatly  fencing  it  and  he  has  done  much 
toward  its  improvement  and  development,  all  his  services  being  donated  as 
an  act  of  affection  to  the  departed  and  respect  for  the  living.  He  was  chair¬ 
man  of  the  township  four  years,  and  during  this  period  the  steel  bridge  was 
erected  across  the  “Narrows”  between  the  lakes,  a  notable  improvement  in¬ 
deed.  He  was  also  assessor  for  a  while.  He  has  served  a  number  of  years  as 
a  member  of  the  school  board  of  district  No.  8,  and  had  an  important  part  in 
the  building  of  the  brick  schoolhouse,  at  the  time  of  its  construction  one  of 
the  best  rural  school  buildings  in  the  county.  He  is  fraternally  affiliated  with 
Chetek  Lodge,  No.  277,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  he  and  his  family  attend  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church.  Mr.  Calhoun  was  married  March  14,  1888,  in  his  own  house 
in  Chetek  Township  to  Minnie  Miller,  who  was  born  in  Columbia  County,  this 
state,  Jan.  12,  1868,  daughter  of  Robert  and  Margaret  (Henry)  Miller.  Her 
parents  were  natives  respectively  of  Pennsylvania  and  Ulster,  Ireland,  who 
came  to  America  as  young  people.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  came  to  Barron  County 
in  1876,  farmed  here  for  a  number  of  years  and  for  a  while  managed  the 
Barron  County  poor  farm.  They  spent  their  last  years  in  Chetek,  where  he 
died  at  the  age  of  58  and  she  at  the  age  of  70.  In  the  family  there  were  two 
children:  Ida,  wife  of  Frank  Elwood  of  Deronda,  Polk  County,  this  state,  and 
Minnie,  the  wife  of  Samuel  Calhoun  of  Chetek  Township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cal¬ 
houn  have  four  children:  Archie  H.,  born  June  1,  1889,  now  in  the  meat  busi¬ 
ness  in  Chetek;  Wallace  M.,  born  Oct.  25,  1892,  now  farming  on  the  home  farm; 
Cecil  C.,  born  April  16,  1896,  who  resides  at  home,  and  Hazel  M.,  born  Dec.  23, 
1898,  who  is  a  proficient  teacher. 

Emun  P.  Freiberg,  a  representative  and  highly  respected  citizen  of 
section  10,  east,  Chetek  Township,  was  born  in  Sweden  and  was  there  reared 
and  educated.  As  a  young  man,  he  married.  He  came  to  America  in  the 
eighties,  bringing  his  wife  and  child,  and  was  without  funds  when  he  finally 
reached  Chetek,  in  this  county,  where  they  took  up  their  abode  with  Ole  Dahl- 
gren,  who  was  farming  nearby  in  Chetek  Township.  He  then  set  to  work 
cutting  wood  to  earn  a  little  money,  laboring  in  the  woods,  in  all,  for  eleven 
winters.  In  the  meantime,  as  soon  as  he  was  able  to  make  a  small  payment,  he 
bought  160  acres  in  section  10,  east,  Chetek  Township,  moved  his  family  into 
a  log  cabin  found  standing  on  the  place  and  started  cutting  off  the  timber.  He 
had  but  little  in  the  way  of  tools  and  implements  and  nothing  in  the  way  of 
domestic  stock.  Soon,  however,  he  got  a  cow  and  in  time  acquired  a  yoke  of 
oxen.  Thus,  little  by  little,  he  forged  ahead,  and  in  time  became  one  of  the 
substantial  men  of  the  community.  Of  the  original  tract  of  160  acres,  he  sold 
forty  acres  and  later  he  added  twenty  acres,  so  that  he  now  has  a  well  tilled 
place  of  140  acres.  He  has  erected  a  good  house  and  other  buildings,  drilled 
a  well  and  installed  a  windmill  and  made  the  usual  improvements.  On  this 
place  he  conducts  general  farming  and  dairying.  He  and  his  family  are  liberal 
in  their  support  of  the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church  at  Chetek.  Mr.  Freiberg 
was  married  in  Sweden  in  May,  1886,  to  Carolina  Abrahamson,  who  was  born 
in  that  county,  April  20,  1859,  the  daughter  of  Abraham  Swenson.  Albert,  the 
child  born  in  Sweden,  died  in  1915.  Maude,  born  in  this  township,  is  the  wife 
of  Elmer  Krier,  son  of  A.  W.  Krier  of  Sumner  Township,  this  county.  Louis, 
born  in  this  township,  is  still  at  home. 

Elwin  E.  Taft,  a  representative  farmer- of  section  14,  east,  Chetek  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  New  York  state,  Feb.  10,  1866,  the  son  of  Elisha  and  Elsie 


Digitized  by  GoOglC 


936 


HISTORY  OF  BARRON  COUNTY 


(Bailey)  Taft,  pioneers,  who  brought  him  to  Grundy  County,  Iowa,  as  a  small 
boy,  and  to  Chetek  Township  in  1876.  As  a  boy  he  attended  the  district  schools 
and  helped  on  the  home  farm.  As  a  young  man  he  worked  several  seasons  in 
the  pineries.  He  remained  at  home  until  his  marriage  in  1892.  Then  he  and 
his  wife  took  up  their  home  at  Lehigh,  in  Sumner  Township,  where  he  worked 
in  a  sawmill.  From  there  he  moved  to  Rice  Lake  and  lived  for  a  short  time. 
Then  he  settled  on  his  present  farm  of  160  acres  which  he  had  purchased  in 
1889.  He  moved  into  a  log  cabin  built  by  Alexander  Hilton,  the  original  claim¬ 
ant,  and  started  clearing  up  the  place.  There  he  successfully  farmed  until 
1900.  Then  the  buildings  were  destroyed  by  fire.  After  this  disaster  he  moved 
to  Ladysmith,  in  Rusk  County,  this  state,  and  there  he  did  teaming  and  mill 
work  for  twelve  years.  In  1912  he  returned  to  his  farm.  He  put  up  a  fine 
residence  and  a  good  complement  of  barns  and  other  buildings.  He  has  named 
the  place  the  “Oak  Grove  Farm.”  He  maintains  a  hospitable  home,  his  place 
is  a  sightly  one,  the  land  is  well  tilled  and  well  fenced  and  the  equipment  is 
excellent.  Here  he  is  carrying  on  general  farming  and  dairying  and  has  a 
good  herd  of  Guernseys,  headed  by  a  full  blooded  sire.  He  is  a  stockholder 
in  the  Co-operative  Creamery  at  Chetek.  Mr.  Taft  is  a  most  admirable  citizen 
in  every  respect.  Coming  of  an  old  family,  he  has  maintained  the  family  tra¬ 
ditions  of  dignity  and  progress.  He  supports  everything  that  he  believes  to  be 
for  the  best  interests  of  the  community  and  is  a  real  influence  for  good.  Mr. 
Taft  was  married  March  21,  1892,  to  Margaret  White,  who  was  born  in  George¬ 
town,  Colo.,  Aug.  26,  1869,  the  daughter  of  William  and  Almira  (Lake)  White, 
who  settled  in  Barron  County  in  1872.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  five 
children:  Iva  M.,  Leslie  J.,  Wesley  Lee,  William  Jay,  Lyle  E.  and  Irene  B.  Iva 
M.  was  borh  Dec.  28,  1892.  She  married  Dillard  Cowin,  and  they  live  in  Chetek 
Township.  They  have  three  children:  Harold,  Ralph  and  Dorothy.  Leslie  J. 
was  born  Jan.  8,  1896,  and  farms  in  Sumner  Township.  He  married  Bessie 
McClellan,  and  has  a  daughter,  Lillian.  Wesley  Lee  was  born  Nov.  24,  1897, 
and  died  Feb.  21,  1900.  William  Jay  was  born  May  4,  1901,  and  assists  his 
father  on  the  farm.  Lyle  E.,  born  Oct.  26,  1904,  and  Irene  B.,  born  June  22, 
1907,  are  at  home.  All  the  members  of  the  family  are  well  regarded. 

Elisha  Taft,  a  rugged  pioneer  of  Chetek  Township,  founder  of  what  is 
known  as  the  Pioneer  Valley  Farm,  was  born  in  Vermont,  Aug.  26,  1833,  of 
good  old  Green  Mountain  State  stock.  As  a  young  man,  he  went  to  New  York 
state  and  there  married  Elsie  Bailey,  who  was  born  in  Cattaraugus  County, 
that  state,  Feb.  21,  1834,  a  member  of  a  good  old  family.  Upon  coming  west, 
they  located  in  Grundy  County,  Iowa,  where  they  remained  for  many  years.  In 
the  early  seventies  they  came  to  Barron  County,  Wis.,  with  their  six  children 
and  located  on  a  homestead  of  160  acres  in  section  9,  Chetek  Township.  When 
he  reached  here,  Mr.  Taft  had  $1.60  in  cash,  a  little  else,  as  he  could  not  bring 
much  furniture  and  equipment  from  Iowa.  He  was  fortunate,  however,  in 
being  a  man  of  large  and  powerful  frame  and  of  unusual  ruggedness,  health 
and  endurance;  he  was  carving  a  home  from  the  wilderness,  he  was  estab¬ 
lishing  the  fortunes  of  his  family,  and  he  was  willing  to  endure  hardships 
and  toil  early  and  late  in  order  that  success  might  crown  his  efforts.  At  the 
time  when  he  first  settled  here  he  had  to  bring  provisions  in  on  his  back  from 
Rice  Lake.  After  a  time  he  got  an  ox  team  and  started  a  herd  with  one  cow. 
As  time  passed,  prosperity  came  to  him,  and  he  was  a  leading  man  among  his 
fellows.  For  many  years  he  held  town  and  school  office  and  he  sat  as  a  juror 
in  several  notable  cases.  The  trend  of  his  religious  thought  was  toward  the 
Quaker  belief.  After  a  long  and  worthy  life  he  died  Dec.  16,  1911,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-eight.  His  wife  died  Sept.  23,  1908,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four. 

William  Taft,  a  prominent  farmer  of  section  9,  Chetek  Township,  proprie¬ 
tor  of  the  well-known  Pioneer  Valley  Farm,  was  born  in  Grundy  County,  Iowa, 
Dec.  31,  1872,  the  son  of  Elisha  and  Elsie  Bailey  Taft,  early  settlers.  He  was 
brought  to  his  present  farm  as  an  infant  of  two  years.  Subsequently  he 
attended  the  district  school,  learned  farming  from  his  father  and  gradually 
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took  over  the  responsibility  of  the  home  place.  He  has  continued  the  improve¬ 
ments  started  by  his  father  and  has  erected  a  modern  barn,  36  by  80  feet.  He 
is  one  of  the  substantial,  solid  men  of  the  community,  and,  like  his  father 
before  him,  has  served  on  the  town  board  and  on  the  school  board,  being  still 
a  member  of  the  latter  body.  He  holds  stock  in  the  Co-operative  Mercantile 
Co.  and  in  the  Farmers’  Co-operative  Creamery,  both  at  Chetek.  Mr.  Taft  was 
married  on  June  19,  1901,  at  Cameron,  to  Hattie  Lenbom,  born  in  Cattaraugus 
County,  N.  Y.,  on  May  27,  1880,  the  daughter  of  Gustiff  and  Ellen  Welsted 
Lenbom.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  four  children:  Ruby,  Gustiff, 
William  and  Frank,  who  were  born  as  follows:  Ruby,  April  6,  1902;  Gustiff, 
Feb.  13,  1904;  William,  Aug.  20,  1907;  Frank,  April  2,  1912. 

Thomas  Franklin  Robinson,  the  progressive  proprietor  of  the  neat  and 
prosperous  Nearwood  Farm,  section  16,  east,  Chetek  Township,  was  born  on 
a  farm  in  Iroquois  County,  Ill.,  April  23,  1883,  second  of  the  family  of  five 
boys  and  two  girls  born  to  Thomas  Stewart  and  Harriett  (Eshleman)  Robin¬ 
son,  he  a  native  of  Illinois,  of  Irish  descent,  and  she  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
of  Holland-Dutch  descent.  The  family  moved  to  Nobles  County,  Minn.,  in 
1885,  and  there  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  and  educated,  thoroughly 
learning  farming  from  his  father.  He  came  to  Barron  County  in  1919  and 
purchased  his  present  farm  of  80  acres.  The  place  was  already  well  developed 
and  he  has  continued  the  improvements.  In  1920  he  erected  a  modern  barn, 
34  by  50  feet,  and  a  silo  12  by  24  feet.  He  successfully  carries  on  general 
farming,  and  has  a  good  herd  of  Guernsey  cattle,  a  good  drove  of  Belgian 
horses  headed  by  a  full-blooded  stallion,  and  some  full-blooded  Poland  China 
swine.  Although  a  new  comer  he  is  deeply  interested  in  public  affairs  and 
has  great  faith  in  the  future  of  this  region.  Among  his  financial  holdings  are 
shares  in  the  Farmers  Co-operative  Creamery  at  Chetek,  and  the  Co-operative 
Mercantile  Co.  at  Chetek.  He  is  interested  in  education  and  is  serving  on  the 
school  board  of  his  district.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows 
and  of  the  Woodmen.  He  keeps  well  abreast  of  his  times  by  wide  reading,  he 
is  well  informed  on  all  the  topics  of  the  day,  and  he  ie  a  man  of  considerable 
influence  in  his  neighborhood,  his  opinions  being  always  listened  to  with  the 
deepest  respect.  Mr.  Robinson  was  married  at  Adrian,  Minn.,  on  Oct.  8,  1913, 
to  Nita  Prideaux,  who  was  born  near  that  place  on  June  4,  1889,  the  daughter 
of  H.  L.  and  Ida  Prideaux,  natives  respectively  of  Wisconsin  and  Ohio.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Robinson  have  one  son,  a  bright  boy,  Thomas  Russell,  who  was  born 
Dec.  23,  1917,  at  Adrian,  Minn. 

Asa  L.  Bowers,  an  energetic  farmer  of  Section  14,  east,  Chetek  Township, 
was  born  in  Auburn  Township,  Chippewa  County,  this  state,  the  son  of  Albert 
and  Lillie  (Combeau)  Bowers,  early  settiers  of  that  county.  He  was  reared 
on  the  home  farm,  attended  the  district  schools,  and  learned  agriculture  from 
his  father.  In  1915  he  came  to  Barron  County,  and  rented  his  present  farm. 
Later  he  purchased  it.  The  tract  consists  of  158  acres,  with  a  good  set  of 
buildings.  He  successfully  carries  on  general  farming,  and  makes  a  specialty 
of  a  good  herd  of  Holstein  grades,  headed  by  a  full-blooded  sire.  He  is  taking 
his  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  community  and  is  doing  good  service  as  treasurer 
of  the  school  board.  His  financial  holdings  include  stock  in  the  Chetek  Co¬ 
operative  Creamery.  Mr.  Bowers  was  married  at  Chetek  on  April  18,  1915,  to 
Laura  Cole,  who  was  born  in  Rusk  County,  this  state,  June  7,  1898,  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Charles  and  Gertrude  Cole.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  four  chil¬ 
dren:  Percy,  Leon,  Marian  and  Theresa. 

Severt  Solum,  a  pioneer,  was  born  in  Trondhjem,  Norway,  May  16,  1844, 
son  of  Severt  Isenson  and  Betsy  Olson,  who  died  in  that  country  many  years 
ago.  Severt  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native  land.  He  came  to  America 
in  1867,  and  established  his  headquarters  at  Menomonie,  this  state,  where  he 
secured  employment  with  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.,  working  as  a  sawmill  helper. 
In  1875  he  bought  a  farm  in  Dunn  County,  seven  miles  from  Menomonie.  A 
year  later  he  sold  out  and  came  to  Barron  County,  and  took  a  homestead  of  160 
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acres  in  Chetek  Township.  Later  he  purchased  80  acres  adjoining,  and  still 
later  forty  acres  of  swamp  land  one  half  mile  away,  on  which  in  dry  years  most 
excellent  hay  is  harvested.  He  broke  200  acres  and  developed  a  good  place. 
In  the  early  days  he  and  his  wife  underwent  many  hardships  and  privations. 
They  did  not  even  have  adequate  farming  facilities.  About  all  he  had  to  start 
with  was  a  steer  and  a  crude  wagon,  together  with  an  axe,  a  hoe  and  shovel,  a 
plow  and  a  few  other  small  tools.  Eric  Gilstad,  who  came  about  the  same 
time  and  settled  near  by  was  his  brother-in-law.  He  also  owned  a  few  tools 
as  well  as  a  steer.  In  doing  their  first  work,  they  worked  together,  using  their 
steers  on  one  yoke,  and  pooling  their  interests.  In  1906,  after  a  long  and  busy 
life  filled  with  hard  work,  Mr.  Solum  retired  and  moved  to  Chetec  where  he 
erected  a  comfortable  frame  house.  The  farm  is  now  owned  and  operated  by 
the  son,  Edward.  Mr.  Solum  is  a  shareholder  in  the  Chetek  Farmers  Co-opera¬ 
tive  Mercantile  Co.  His  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church.  He 
was  married  in  1869  in  Menomonie,  Wis.,  to  Lena  Andrewson,  who  died  in  1886, 
leaving  three  children,  Severt  R.,  Edward  and  Betsey.  Severt  R.  is  farming 
near  Canton,  in  this  county.  He  married  Dora  Burt  and  has  nine  children. 
Edward,  as  already  noted,  owns  the  home  farm.  He  married  Biddy  Carlson 
and  has  four  children.  Betsey  married  Ole  C.  Anderson,  a  farmer  of  Chetek, 
and  they  have  ten  children.  In  1888,  Mr.  Solum  married  Mary  Andrewson, 
who  was  born  in  Norway. 

Ole  C.  Anderson,  who  is  successfully  farming  42  acres  in  Section  31, 
Chetek  Township,  and  also  owns  40  acres  in  Dovre  Township,  was  born  in 
Houston  County,  Minnesota,  June  10,  1867,  son  of  Christ  and  Rachael  Ander¬ 
son,  natives  of  Norway,  who  came  to  the  United  States  in  1865,  lived  a  while 
in  Houston  County,  Minnesota,  and  then  took  a  homestead  at  Wagon  Landing, 
Polk  County,  Wisconsin,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  the 
father  dying  first  at  the  age  of  73  and  then  the  mother  at  the  age  of  73.  Ole  C. 
was  reared  amid  pioneer  conditions,  obtaining  such  education  as  he  could  by 
trudging  to  school  three  or  four  miles  away.  He  assisted  with  the  farm  work 
on  the  home  farm  for  several  years,  spending  a  part  of  these  years  in  the 
woods.  In  1896  he  secured  80  acres  of  wild  land  on  Mosier  Creek  in  Chetek 
Township.  Two  acres  had  been  broken.  He  proceeded  with  the  breaking, 
erected  suitable  buildings,  and  carried  on  general  farming  with  special  atten¬ 
tion  to  dairying.  In  November,  1920,  he  sold  to  Charles  Anderson,  and  bought 
his  present  place.  This  had  been  owned  by  Chas.  Carey,  who  sold  to  A.  L. 
Pelton,  of  Dallas,  who,  a  week  later,  sold  to  Mr.  Anderson.  The  place  is  a  good 
one,  and  here  Mr.  Anderson  carries  on  general  farming.  He  was  married  in 
Chetek  Township  Nov.  22,  i896,  to  Betsey  Solum,  daughter  of  Severt  and  Olena 
(Andrewson-Bordall)  Solum,  pioneers  of  this  township.  This  union  has  been 
blessed  with  ten  children:  Josie  Christina,  Andrew  Odin,  Julia  Olena,  Hilda 
Matilda,  Agnes  Marian,  Ole,  Martin,  Beatrice,  Irene,  Christ  and  Serena  Lu¬ 
cille.  Josie  Christina  was  born  March  27,  1898,  and  lives  at  home.  Andrew 
Odin  was  born  May  11,  1899  and  lives  at  home.  Julia  Olena  was  born  June 
20,  1902,  and  married  Ingval  Branstad,  a  farmer  in  Dovre  Township,  this 
county.  Hilda  Matilda  was  born  Feb.  13,  1904,  and  lives  at  home.  Agnes 
Marian  was  born  June  7,  1906.  Ole  and  Martin,  twins,  were  born  July  27, 
1908,  and  are  the  pride  of  the  family.  Beatrice  Irene  was  born  Sept.  10,  1910. 
Christ  was  born  Nov.  23,  1912.  Serena  Lucille  was  born  March  23,  1914.  The 
family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

John  S.  Brown,  prosperous  farmer  of  Section  19,  Chetek  Township,  was 
born  in  Monroe  County,  Wisconsin,  Feb.  15,  1876,  son  of  Simon  and  Sophia 
(Day)  Brown.  Simon  Brown  was  born  in  Vermont  and  was  reared  in  that 
state.  He  came  west  to  Wisconsin,  and  took  up  farming.  During  the  Civil 
War  he  served  in  a  Wisconsin  regiment.  For  many  years  he  farmed  on  a  good 
place  of  120  acres  which  he  developed  in  Lafayette  Township,  Monroe  Couaty, 
Wisconsin.  In  1900  he  sold  the  farm  and  moved  to  Sparta,  Wis.,  where  he  died 
in  1903.  His  wife  was  born  in  Ohio,  came  west  in  the  middle  sixties,  and  was  a 
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pioneer  school  teacher  of  Monroe  County.  She  died  on  the  farm  in  1896.  They 
were  married  about  1870.  In  the  family  there  were  five  children :  Joseph,  who 
lives  on  the  home  farm;  Nellie,  who  lives  in  Colorado;  John  S.  of  Chetek; 
Grace,  who  graduated  from  the  State  Normal  School  at  Winona,  Minn.,  and 
is  now  a  teacher  in  Minneapolis;  and  Robert,  who  died  in  infancy.  Like  his 
brothers  and  sisters,  John  S.  received  a  graded  and  High  School  education. 
He  also  attended  the  University  of  Wisconsin.  For  several  years  he  was  em¬ 
ployed  by  the  C.  A.  Goodyear  Lumber  Co.,  first  at  Tomah,  in  Monroe  County, 
and  then  in  Bluebill,  Gogebic  County,  Mich.  In  the  spring  of  1913  he  came  to 
Barron  County,  and  purchased  his  present  farm  of  80  acres  in  Section  19, 
Chetek  Township.  A  good  two-story  frame  house,  with  nine  rooms  and  a 
basement,  was  already  standing  on  the  place.  He  erected  a  number  of  new 
buildings,  including  a  barn,  30  by  60  feet,  a  combined  granary  and  machine 
shed,  22  by  42  feet,  and  an  ice  house.  He  carries  on  general  farming  and 
makes  a  specialty  of  dairying,  potatoes  and  strawberries.  His  stock  is  of 
graded  Holstein  and  Guernsey  breed,  but  he  is  gradually  working  toward  a 
full-blooded  herd.  He  is  also  gradually  diminishing  his  potato  acreage  and 
going  more  and  more  into  strawberry  culture.  His  holdings  include  shares 
in  the  Farmers  Co-Operative  Creamery  Co.  and  the  Farmers  Co-operative  Mer¬ 
cantile  Co.,  both  of  Chetek.  Mr.  Brown  was  married  April  12,  1905  at  Tomah, 
Wis.,  to  Bertha  Muermann,  daughter  of  Fred  and  Loretta  (Hancock)  Muer- 
mann.  They  have  two  children.  Kenneth  was  born  July  10,  1906,  and  Mar- 
guerita  was  born  May  26,  1913.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  are  agreeable  people, 
are  prominent  socially,  and  keep  a  hospitable  home.  They  take  their  share 
in  all  local  affairs,  and  enjoy  an  excellent  standing  in  the  community.  Fred 
Muermann  lived  with  his  family  for  many  years  in  Monroe  County,  this  state, 
and  brought  them  to  Chetek  Township  in  1912.  There  were  five  children  in  the 
family:  Bertha,  Leda,  John,  Louisa  and  Carl.  Bertha  is  the  wife  of  John  S. 
Brown.  Leda  is  the  wife  of  Leroy  Colbert  of  Chetek.  John  married  Lily 
Gregerson,  and  has  two  children,  Charlotte  and  Levern.  He  works  for  his 
father.  Louisa  is  the  wife  of  Fred  Atwood  of  Chetek,  and  has  two  children, 
Manuel  and  Keman.  Carl  works  for.  his  father. 

Welcome  Phetteplace,  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  and  an  early  settler  of 
Chetek  Township,  was  born  in  New  York  state  in  March,  1832,  the  son  of 
Smith  and  Ruth  (White)  Phetteplace,  also  natives  of  that  state.  He  came 
west  as  a  young  man  and  located  in  this  state.  He  enlisted  in  the  Sixth  Wis¬ 
consin  Battery,  Heavy  Artillery,  with  which  he  served  for  three  years  and  one 
month.  While  home  on  a  furlough,  he  was  married  on  Jan.  1,  1862,  to  Chris- 
tene  Moore,  who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  Jan.  20,  1844,  the  daughter  of  Arm¬ 
strong  and  Annie  Moore,  who  came  to  Wisconsin  in  the  fifties.  In  1884  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Moore  located  on  a  tract  of  land  in  Chetek  Township,  this  county. 
To  this  place  came  Mr.  Phetteplace  and  his  wife,  and  there  they  spent  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  their  lives.  He  died  March  4,  1897,  and  his  wife  died  in  August, 
1916.  They  were  most  worthy  people,  who  took  their  share  in  every  good  work, 
and  whose  lives  were  well  spent  in  every  way.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine 
children:  Edwin,  Welcome,  Otto  O.,  Jason  A.,  Jessie  P.,  Matilda  A.,  Alma, 
Nancy  C.  and  Phrona  R. 

Jason  A.  Phetteplace,  an  estimable  farmer  of  Section  13,  east,  Chetek 
Township,  was  born  in  Sauk  County,  this  state,  Jan.  22,  1880,  the  son  of  Wel¬ 
come  and  Christina  (Moore)  Phetteplace,  natives  of  New  York  state.  He  was 
brought  to  Chetek  Township  as  a  small  boy,  and  was  reared  to  manhood  on  the 
farm  first  taken  by  his  grandparents.  At  the  age  of  seventeen,  when  his 
father  died,  he  started  operating  the  home  farm  with  his  mother.  After  his 
marriage  in  1901,  he  went  to  Rusk  County,  this  state,  and  bought  40  acres  of 
land  in  Rusk  Township.  In  1903  he  came  back  to  Chetek  Township,  and  then 
for  several  years  rented  different  farms.  In  1920  he  purchased  57  acres  in 
Section  13,  east,  where  he  now  lives.  He  successfully  carries  on  general  farm¬ 
ing,  and  makes  a  specialty  of  Holstein  cattle  and  swine  and  horses.  In  pub- 
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lie  life  he  has  done  good  service  on  the  school  board.  Fraternally  he  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  American  Society  of  Equity  and  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America. 
Mr.  Phetteplace  was  married  at  Chetek  on  June  30,  1901,  to  Lillie  Waxberg, 
who  was  born  in  Minnesota  on  July  2,  1881,  the  daughter  of  Andrew  and 
Betsey  Waxberg.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  three  children:  Verlie, 
Lolita  and  Hazel  (deceased).  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Phetteplace  maintain  a  hospitable 
home,  and  stand  well  throughout  the  community. 

Sankey  Haugen,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Section  22,  Chetek  Township,  has 
built  up  an  excellent  farm  of  200  acres,  well  improved,  and  through  a  tenant 
is  there  successfully  farming,  making  his  home  in  a  pleasant  residence  on  the 
farm.  He  came  to  America  a  poor  boy,  only  a  few  years  ago,  unable  to  speak  a 
word  of  English,  with  only  the  clothes  on  his  back  and  a  few  belongings  in  a 
sack,  and  indebted  for  his  passage.  Everything  he  has  he  has  obtained  by  hard 
work,  industry,  frugality  and  good  judgment,  combined  with  a  fortunate  in¬ 
crease  in  land  values,  brought  about  by  the  general  progress  of  the  commu¬ 
nity  in  which  he  has  had  his  due  share.  He  was  born  in  Norway,  Oct.  20, 
1877,  son  of  Sankey  and  Christina  Olson,  who  spent  the  span  of  their  years 
in  the  old  country.  Sankey  and  his  sister,  Annie  (now  Mrs.  James  Risgaard, 
of  Poynette,  Wis.),  came  to  America  in  1893  to  join  an  uncle,  Alex  Olson,  who 
had  loaned  them  the  money  for  their  passage.  He  located  in  Rio,  Columbia 
County,  and  here  attended  school  for  two  terms.  For  some  years  he  did  gen¬ 
eral  farm  work  in  Columbia  County.  In  1902  he  moved  onto  80  acres  of  his 
present  farm  which  he  had  purchased  the  previous  year.  His  first  buildings 
were  of  logs  with  straw  roofs.  As  the  land  was  developed  these  were  replaced 
with  more  modern  structures.  The  original  eighty  acres  were  increased  to  210 
acres.  Among  the  buildings  on  the  place  are  a  good  frame  house  of  ten  rooms, 
a  substantial  barn,  34  by  60  feet;  a  granary,  machine  sheds  and  other  struc¬ 
tures.  The  farm  supports  a  good  herd  of  Holsteins  and  a  good  drove  of  Poland- 
China  swine.  Potatoes  constitute  his  principal  crop,  and  he  also  produces  a 
profitable  amount  of  clover  seeds.  His  principal  success  he  believes  is  with 
potatoes  and  live  stock.  Mr.  Haugen  was  married  March  18,  1903,  to  Lena 
Otterholt,  who  was  born  in  Maple  Grove  Township,  this  county,  March  26, 
1881,  daughter  of  Lars  and  Betsey  (Isaacson)  Otterholt,  natives  of  Norway, 
who  came  to  America  in  the  early  seventies,  and  first  located  in  Walworth 
County,  this  state.  From  there  they  came  with  an  ox  team  to  Barron  County 
and  settled  in  Maple  Grove  Township,  where  they  secured  a  tract  of  wild  land 
which  they  developed  into  a  good  farm.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haugen  have  four 
bright  children.  Cora  Belinda  was  born  Aug.  11,  1904,  Simon  Lyman  was  born 
Feb.  21,  1906;  Esther  Marine  was  born  April  20,  1910;  and  Verna  Gladys  was 
born  Nov.  10,  1914. 

William  W.  Carey,  who  has  seen  the  county  grow  since  the  early  days  and 
is  now  a  retired  farmer  of  Chetek,  was  born  in  Wausau,  Wis.,  Nov.  16,  1861, 
son  of  James  and  Mary  (McDaniels)  Carey,  the  pioneers.  He  spent  a  part 
of  his  boyhood  in  Steel  County,  Minnesota,  and  came  to  this  county  with  his 
parents  at  the  age  of  fifteen.  His  first  employment  was  on  the  construction 
work  of  the  dam  at  Cranberry  Creek,  for  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.,  with  whom  he 
subsequently  remained  for  several  years.  In  1874  he  took  a  homestead  in 
Section  6,  Township  32,  Range  10,  Dovre  Township,  and  on  this  farm  continued 
farming  operations  for  many  years.  He  broke  126  acres,  erected  a  house, 
barns  and  other  buildings,  constructed  fences,  purchased  tools,  implements,  and 
machinery,  put  in  good  cattle  and  swine,  and  built  up  an  excellent  place. 
April  17,  1920,  he  sold  the  place  to  his  son,  James,  and  moved  to  the  city,  where 
he  now  lives.  Mr.  Carey  was  married  May  14,  1874,  to  Elizabeth  Bird,  born 
at  Blue  Rock,  Ohio,  Dec.  26,  1866,  daughter  of  Washington  and  Lucinda  (Mc¬ 
Guire)  Bird.  Washington  Bird  was  an  early  settler  of  Barron  County,  a  dis¬ 
tinguished  figure  in  the  early  days,  and  county  treasurer,  county  superintendent 
of  schools,  and  county  surveyor.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carey  have  had  ten  children: 
An  unnamed  infant;  Frank,  Charles,  Pearl,  Ethel,  Theresa,  James,  Lucy,  Lois 
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and  Belle.  Frank,  railroad  man  and  mason,  lives  in  Chetek.  Charles  is  a  real 
estate  dealer  and  farmer  of  Chetek.  He  was  married  June  29,  1908,  to  Caro¬ 
line  Lena  Hanson,  daughter  of  Hans  J.  and  Dorothy  (Larson)  Hanson,  now 
residents  of  Chetek.  Charles  and  Caroline  Carey  have  one  daughter,  Bernice. 
Pearl  married  Thomas  Lyons,  of  Chetek,  and  upon  her  death  left  three  daugh¬ 
ters,  Margaret,  Lavina  and  Lucille.  Ethel  married  David  Weldon,  of  Chetek, 
and  they  have  two  sons,  Roland  and  Alden.  Theresa  married  Theodore 
Schaefer,  of  Maple  Grove  Township,  this  county,  and  they  have  four  children, 
Maurice,  Ruth,  Ethel  and  William.  James  owns  the  home  farm.  He  married 
Bessie  Schofield,  and  they  have  two  children,  Anna  Belle  and  Dorris.  Lucy 
and  Lois,  twins,  are  nurses  in  San  Francisco,  the  former  being  the  widow  of 
Scott  Stewart.  Belle  keeps  house  for  her  father. 

James  Carey,  a  pioneer  hotel  keeper  of  Chetek,  was  born  in  New  York 
State,  his  father  being  a  native  of  that  state,  and  his  paternal  grandfather  of 
Ireland.  He  came  west  to  Janesville,  Wis.,  as  a  young  man,  and  engaged  in 
lumbering.  In  that  city  he  was  married  to  Mary  McDaniels,  whose  parents 
were  of  Scotch  birth.  From  Janesville  they  went  to  Wausau,  where  he  was 
similarly  employed.  Then  they  pre-empted  a  farm  of  80  acres  in  Steele  County, 
Minn.,  which  they  developed,  and  where  they  farmed  for  several  years.  In 
1867  they  came  to  Barron  County,  and  homesteaded  160  acres  of  wild  land  in 
what  is  now  Chetek  Township.  This  farm  they  partly  cleared,  erected  log  build¬ 
ings,  and  gradually  developed  a  fair  place.  They  were  among  the  earliest  set¬ 
tlers,  and  underwent  all  the  privations  of  pioneer  life.  In  the  meantime,  they 
conducted  a  small  log  hotel  at  Chetek  for  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  After  a  busy 
life  they  retired  but  still  retained  the  ownership  of  their  farm  until  about  the 
time  of  his  death,  when  it  was  sold  in  two  tracts  of  80  acres  each.  He  died 
about  1900,  his  wife  having  passed  away  about  1889.  In  the  family  there  were 
seven  children.  William  W.  is  a  retired  farmer  of  Chetek.  Lydia  died  at  the 
age  of  eleven  years;  James  at  the  age  of  seven  years,  and  Love  at  the  age  of 
twelve  years.  Pearl  is  in  Chicago.  She  has  been  a  Red  Cross  nurse  and  is  now 
a  captain  in  the  Salvation  Army.  Melissa  is  in  Minneapolis.  One  unnamed 
child  died  in  infancy. 

Frank  Carey,  a  well-known  citizen  of  Chetek,  was  born  on  a  farm  in  Dovre 
Township,  this  county,  May  7,  1877,  son  of  William  W.  and  Elizabeth  (Bird) 
Carey.  He  early  took  up  railroad  work  and  has  continued  at  this  line  of  work 
at  intervals  ever  since.  He  has  also  done  considerable  farming  in  Dovre  Town¬ 
ship.  Some  years  ago  he  learned  the  masons’  trade  and  has  gradually  worked 
into  the  contract  business,  one  of  the  buildings  he  has  erected  being  the  Farm¬ 
ers  and  Merchants  Bank  block.  He  owns  a  pleasant  home  in  the  city  which  he 
purchased  in  1920.  Mr.  Carey  was  married  Oct.  31,  1909,  to  Grace  Balkey,  who 
was  born  in  Sumner  Township,  Barron  County,  March  22,  1892,  daughter  of 
Fred  and  Emma  (Collins)  Balkey,  pioneers  of  Sumner  Township,  where  they 
still  own  270  acres.  In  the  Balkey  family  there  were  four  children:  Dudley, 
who  lives  in  Barron  County;  Grace,  the  wife  of  Frank  Carey,  of  Chetek;  Ira, 
who  died  in  infancy;  and  James,  a  farmer,  this  county.  By  her  previous  mar¬ 
riage  to  Henry  Smith,  Mrs.  Emma  Balkey  had  four  children:  William,  of  Du¬ 
luth;  Bert,  a  carpenter  in  Chetek;  Byron,  who  died  in  infancy;  and  Ethel,  the 
wife  of  R.  E.  Slayton,  of  Chippewa  County,  this  state.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carey 
have  five  children:  Frances,  born  Feb.  27,  1911;  Eleanor,  born  Dec.  13,  1912; 
Belle,  born  Aug.  8,  1914;  Olive,  born  March  10,  1916;  and  Patrick,  born  Feb. 
16,- 1919. 

Lewis  P.  Charles,  educator,  attorney  and  journalist,  editor  of  the  Chetek 
“Alert”,  is  one  of  the  influential  men  of  the  community.  His  paper  is  widely 
read,  and  its  opinions  always  respected.  Especially  during  the  war  its  columns 
did  much  toward  solidifying  the  patriotic  sentiment  of  the  county  into  effec¬ 
tive  action.  He  was  born  in  Watsontown,  Penn.,  July  9,  1876,  son  of  Henry  C. 
and  Permelia  (Potter)  Charles,  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and  descended  from 
good  old  Pennsylvania  stock.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  lost  his  father  when 
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he  was  five  years  of  age,  and  was  reared  to  sturdy  young  manhood  by  his 
mother,  attending  the  common  schools,  and  helping  the  family  treasury  with 
the  income  from  such  employment  as  he  could  secure.  He  came  to  Superior, 
Wis.,  in  the  fall  of  1896.  By  working  at  what  he  could  find  to  do,  and  by  teach¬ 
ing  school  at  intervals,  he  secured  sufficient  funds  to  attend  the  Wisconsin 
State  Normal  School  there,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of 
1902.  For  three  years  prior  to  graduation  he  taught  at  Grand  View  and  Mason, 
in  Bayfield  County,  and  in  the  fall  of  1902  became  principal  of  the  high  school 
at  Chetek.  In  February,  1904,  he  formed  a  partnership  with  J.  W.  Bell  and  pur¬ 
chased  the  Chetek  “Alert”  from  George  E.  Elwood.  In  1916  the  Alert  Publish¬ 
ing  Co.  was  incorporated.  Mr.  Charles  is  a  member  of  the  company,  and  man¬ 
ager  of  the  plant  and  editor  of  the  paper.  Some  years  ago,  Mr.  Charles  took 
up  the  study  of  law.  He  was  successful  in  passing  the  bar  examination,  April 
6,  1914,  and  is  now  a  practicing  attorney.  He  has  a  good  knowledge  of  the  law, 
and  his  well-trained  mind  makes  him  a  good  advocate.  Fraternally,  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  Order,  the  Eastern  Star,  the  Modern  Woodmen  and  the 
Mystic  Workers.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  He  was 
married  at  Tacoma,  Wash.,  Aug.  22,  1906,  to  Mary  Ellen  Fraser,  who  was  born 
in  Thompson,  Mich.,  Nov.  20,  1883,  daughter  of  Alexander  J.  and  Mary  (Mc¬ 
Arthur)  Fraser,  the  latter  of  whom  is  dead,  and  the  former  of  whom  lives  in 
British  Columbia.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  have  three  children:  Lewis  J.,  born 
May  23,  1906;  Harriett  J.,  born  April  10,  1908;  and  William  F.,  born  Jan. 
14,  1910. 

John  Quaderer,  founder  of  Barron,  and  one  of  the  founders  of  Barron 
County,  was  born  in  Switzerland,  July  16,  1829,  the  son  of  Lawrence  and  Mary 
(Yale)  Quaderer.  He  came  to  America  in  1862,  landed  at  New  Orleans,  found 
his  way  to  Chicago,  and  in  June  of  the  same  year  located  in  Dodge  County, 
this  state.  After  farming  for  a  while,  he  worked  on  a  Mississippi  River  drive. 
In  1863  he  went  to  Dubuque,  Iowa,  and  entered  the  employ  of  Knapp,  Stout  & 
Co.  in  their  lumber  yards.  He  was  soon  sent  by  them  to  Menomonie,  in  this 
state,  and  in  1864  into  Barron  County,  at  first  as  a  foreman,  and  later  as  a  con¬ 
tractor.  In  the  sixties  he  opened  a  camp  at  Barron,  and  was  thereafter  iden¬ 
tified  with  its  history.  He  gave  the  land  where  the  courthouse  is  now  located, 
and  made  many  other  benefactions.  He  also  platted  the  village.  He  was  a  real 
leader  and  served  in  numerous  county  offices,  including  county  treasurer  and 
chairman  of  the  county  board.  From  1870  to  1878  he  was  postmaster.  He  was 
elected  alderman  when  the  city  was  incorporated.  He  established  the  Quaderer 
House,  still  standing  on  the  south  side  of  Quaderer  Creek,  near  the  courthouse, 
and  after  the  railroad  came  through,  built  another  Quaderer  House,  still 
standing  on  La  Salle  Street.  The  Barron  Co-operative  Creamery  is  located  on 
land  leased  from  him  for  ninety-nine  years.  After  a  long  and  useful  life,  filled 
with  good  works,  he  died  Nov.  21,  1898.  A  brief  outline  fails  to  do  justice  to 
this  rugged  pioneer.  His  story  is  inseparably  recorded  in  the  story  of  the 
progress  of  Barron  County.  Mr.  Quaderer  was  married  Jan.  14,  1872,  to  Mary 
Ross,  and  this  union  was  blessed  with  five  children:  Alma,  Frank,  Thomas, 
Jacob  and  John.  Mrs.  Mary  Ross  Quaderer  died  in  January,  1884.  For  his 
second  wife  he  married  Margaret  Redmon,  and  this  union  was  blessed  with  six 
children:  William,  Lawrence,  Sarah,  Emma,  Ida  and  Louise.  By  a  previous 
marriage  to  Joseph  Parent,  Mrs.  Margaret  Redmon  Quaderer,  had  one  son, 
Joseph. 

Otto  D.  Kahl  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  men  in  Prairie  Farm  Township. 
He  is  president  of  the  Prairie  Farm  Co-operative  Association,  and  of  the 
Prairie  Farm  Co-operative  Creamery,  vice-president  of  the  Ridgeland  Shipping 
Association,  and  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers’  State  Bank  of  Ridgeland.  He 
has  served  efficiently  as  chairman  of  the  township,  and  as  such,  not  only  did 
good  work  for  the  town,  but  also  sat  with  credit  on  the  county  board.  He  has 
also  been  town  assessor.  The  Church  of  the  Evangelical  Association  at  Prairie 
Farm  has  found  in  him  a  valued  member,  as  he  has  been  one  of  its  efficient  offi- 
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cials  for  many  years,  an  active  worker  in  the  Sunday  School,  a  regular  con¬ 
tributor  and  a  loyal  supporter.  His  farm  of  184  acres  is  a  model  place  in 
every  particular.  He  has  a  modern  eight-room  home,  a  basement  barn,  36  by 
116  feet,  with  full  basement,  a  silo,  14  by  46  feet,  and  other  suitable  buildings. 
The  house,  barn  and  yards  are  illuminated  with  electricity,  the  house  has  a 
furnace,  running  hot  and  cold  water  and  other  conveniences,  and  there  is  run¬ 
ning  water  for  the  stock  in  the  barn  and  barnyard.  Mr.  Kahl  is  conducting 
farming  on  a  successful  scale,  specializes  in  a  fine  herd  of  Guernsey  cattle,  and 
belongs  to  the  Guernsey  Association.  He  is  a  good  citizen,  a  good  farmer  and  a 
good  business  man,  and  is  a  fine  type  of  the  modern  scientific  Wisconsin  agri¬ 
culturist.  He  was  born  on  Section  4,  this  Township,  July  9,  1876,  the  son  of 
Frederick  and  Christena  (Muller)  Kahl,  the  pioneers.  He  was  taken  to  Sec¬ 
tion  26  as  an  infant,  and  was  there  reared,  and  attended  the  district  school. 
He  learned  farming  from  his  father.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  first  went  into 
the  woods  to  work,  and  was  thereafter  employed  for  nine  winters,  working  in 
camps,  and  “toting”  between  the  towns.  For  a  while  he  was  employed  as  a 
farmer  for  John  Quaderer,  the  well-known  lumberman.  With  this  prepara¬ 
tion,  in  1901,  he  bought  88  acres  of  his  present  farm.  At  that  time  only  20 
acres  of  the  place  had  been  cleared.  He  set  to  work  with  a  will,  and  his  efforts 
have  resulted  in  as  good  a  farm  as  is  to  be  found  in  the  neighborhood.  Mr. 
Kahl  was  married  on  Dec.  26,  1892,  to  Anna  Quaderer,  who  was  born  at  Bar¬ 
ron,  Aug.  1,  1874,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Ross)  Quaderer,  the  former 
of  whom  was  the  most  prominent  figure  in  Barron  County  history  for  many  a 
long  year.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kahl  have  had  eleven  children :  Stella,  Bessie,  Howard, 
Esther,  Chester,  Ruth,  Hope  and  Grace,  living,  and  Mpude,  Leon  and  an  un¬ 
named  infant,  deceased.  Stella  was  born  April  12,  1896,  and  married  Bert  Link, 
a  farmer  of  Prairie  Farm  Township.  Bessie  was  born  Dec.  6,  1898,  and  is  the 
wife  of  Frank  Rassbach,  of  Dunn  County.  Howard  was  born  July  2,  1901; 
Esther,  and  Chester  (twins),  Aug.  29,  1904;  Ruth,  Jan.  17,  1909;  Hope,  Jan.  9, 
1913;  and  Grace,  July  29,  1916.  Maude  was  born  April  20,  1893.  Leon  and  the 
unnamed  infant  (twins)  were  born  April  27,  1894. 

Rev.  Charles  A.  Slocum,  now  deceased,  minister  of  the  Advent  Christian 
Church,  was  born  in  Milwaukee,  June  26,  1860,  son  of  Abraham  and  Elizabeth 
(Bodine)  Slocum,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  England,  and  the  latter  of 
whom  was  born  in  the  United  States,  of  Holland-Dutch  descent.  The  father, 
who  was  a  Great  Lakes  fisherman,  was  frozen  to  death  with  one  of  his  sons, 
William,  while  on  a  fishing  trip.  The  mother  then  moved  her  large  family  to 
Broadhead,  Wis.  At  the  age  of  twelve,  young  Charles  A.  found  a  home  with  a 
family  named  Bailey,  at  Sun  Prairie,  Dane  County,  Wis.  He  was  but  a  boy 
when  he  enlisted  as  a  bugler  in  the  12th  Ill.  Vol.  Cav.  But  his  boyish  strength 
was  insufficient  for  the  rigors  of  the  campaigns,  and  after  six  months  he  was 
discharged  on  account  of  ill  health,  from  which  he  suffered  more  or  less  for 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  Upon  his  return  to  Dane  County,  he  entered  school 
at  Evanston,  Ill.,  at  the  expense  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  to  the  min¬ 
istry  of  which  church  he  was  duly  ordained.  About  1871  he  transferred  his 
allegiance  to  the  Advent  Christian  Church,  and  continued  as  a  clergyman  of 
that  faith  for  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  preached  in  La  Crosse  County, 
Vernon  County,  and  Columbia  County,  and  came  to  Chetek  late  in  1884.  Here 
he  preached  for  thirty  years.  He  was  a  man  of  devout  faith,  a  true  father  of 
his  people,  the  congregation  under  his  leadership  maintained  a  steady  growth, 
and  the  church  took  its  place  in  the  forefront  of  all  good  work.  In  his  death, 
Feb.  6,  1904,  the  community  lost  a  real  influence  for  good.  Mr.  Slocum  was 
married  at  Merrimac,  Sauk  County,  this  state,  June  8,  1872,  to  Alice  Ives,  who 
was  born  in  Madison,  Dane  County,  Wis.,  Sept.  22,  1852,  daughter  of  Norman 
and  Rozema  (Barber)  Ives,  early  settlers,  the  former  being  a  farmer,  merchant 
and  hotel  man,  who  died  in  that  county,  after  which  his  wife  came  to  Chetek 
and  died  here  in  1904.  In  the  family  there  were  five  children :  Alice,  widow  of 
Rev.  Charles  A.  Slocum;  Clara,  wife  of  Carl  Baker,  of  Sheridan,  Wyo.;  Lillian, 


Digitized  by  Google 


944 


HISTORY  OF  BARRON  COUNTY 


who  married  Malvin  Pierce  and  is  now  dead;  and  two  sons  who  died  in  in¬ 
fancy.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Slocum  had  eight  children :  Edith,  Edna,  Lillian,  Maude, 
Norman,  Dorothy,  Mattie  and  Neil.  Edith  was  born  in  1874,  married  O.  E. 
Matts,  and  lives  in  Ladysmith,  this  state.  Edna  was  born  in  1875,  married 
O.  E.  Miller,  of  Chetek,  and  has  two  children,  James  and  Alice.  Lillian  was 
born  in  1877,  married  Charles  Chaffe,  and  lives  in  Rhinelander,  this  state. 
Maude  was  born  in  1879,  married  Jense  Stenehjen,  of  New  Auburn,  this  state, 
and  has  two  children,  Claire  and  Beulah.  Norman  was  born  in  1881,  married 
Delia  La  Blonde,  and  lives  in  California.  Dorothy  married  Irving  Gavin,  lives 
in  Eau  Claire,  and  has  two  children,  William  and  Edna.  Mattie  died  at  the  age 
of  five  years.  Neil  is  an  electrician  at  Ladysmith,  this  state.  He  married  Edna 
Fritz,  and  they  have  two  children,  Beth  and  William.  Mrs.  Slocum  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  W.  R.  C.  and  of  various  church  and  social  organizations.  She  was 
an  able  helpmeet,  an  ideal  pastor’s  wife  through  the  long  years  of  her  hus¬ 
band’s  ministry,  and  is  highly  regarded  throughout  the  community. 

Eugene  Andrus,  better  known  as  F.  E.  Andrus,  at  one  time  a  well  known 
business  man,  now  deceased,  was  born  in  New  York  State,  the  son  of  Patrick 
and  Mary  (Gilbert)  Andrus,  who  came  west  in  the  early  days  and  located  at 
Oregon,  Wis.  He  received  a  good  common  school  education  and  was  reared  to 
farm  pursuits.  He  was  married  June  9,  1881,  to  Charlotte  Tate.  About  1890 
they  came  to  Barron  County  and  secured  a  farm  about  seven  miles  east  of 
Chetek.  There  they  opened  a  place  of  refreshment,  which  became  a  well  known 
stopping  point  for  the  loggers  and  teamsters  going  from  Chippewa  Falls  and 
other  points,  to  the  camps  in  the  woods.  They  also  did  an  extensive  business  in 
manufacturing  buckskin  mittens  for  the  employes  of  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.,  em¬ 
ploying  quite  a  few  girls  in  this  line.  After  a  while  they  bought  an  old  cheese 
factory  which  had  not  proved  a  success,  moved  it  to  the  farm,  and  conducted 
it  for  several  years,  selling  the  cheese  in  Superior,  this  state.  In  the  meantime 
they  were  gradually  developing  the  farm.  In  1893  they  sold  out,  and  bought 
40  acres  on  Ten  Mile  Creek,  in  Chetek  Township,  where  they  established  a 
poultry  farm.  About  1900  they  sold  out  and  engaged  in  the  hotel  business  in 
Amery,  Polk  County,  this  state.  There  Mr.  Andrus  died,  Sept.  17,  1905.  Mrs. 
Andrus  then  conducted  the  hotel  until  1910,  when  her  daughter  was  married. 
She  then  traded  the  hotel  for  her  present  property  in  Chetek,  consisting  of  a 
house  and  an  acre  of  land.  Here  she  has  established  a  greenhouse  business. 
She  raises  tomato,  cabbage,  pepper,  cauliflower,  and  other  plants  for  the  spring 
planting,  and  deals  in  cut  flowers  for  holidays  and  special  occasions,  as  well 
as  in  set  pieces  and  other  floral  tributes  for  funerals.  She  has  built  up  a  good 
trade,  and  being  a  woman  of  pleasing  personality,  is  well  liked  in  the  commu¬ 
nity  at  large.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Andrus  were  the  parents  of  two  children.  Albert 
died  in  infancy.  Bertha  married  Louis  Hanson,  a  Chetek  music  dealer.  An 
adopted  daughter,  Minnie  Priganda,  better  known  from  girlhood  up  as  Min¬ 
nie  Andrus,  married  C.  A.  Abbott,  a  Chetek  druggist.  Charlotte  M.  Tate  was 
born  in  Albany,  Greene  County,  this  state,  July  30,  1862,  daughter  of  Walter 
and  Susan  (Greene)  Tate.  The  father  was  born  in  England,  and  after  coming 
to  America,  found  his  way  to  Janesville,  Wis.,  where  he  married  Susan  Greene, 
who  was  born  in  Wilksbarre,  Penn.,  and  was  brought  to  Wisconsin  as  a  child. 
After  their  marriage  they  settled  in  Greene  County,  this  state,  where  they  made 
a  specialty  of  dairying,  having  an  unusually  large  number  of  cows  for  those 
days.  The  father  dited  on  the  farm,  and  the  mother  subsequently  came  to 
Barron  County,  where  she  ended  her  days  with  her  children.  In  the  family 
there  were  nine  sons  and  daughters,  Sarah  Ann,  Nancy,  Susie,  Emily  Floren¬ 
tine,  Clara,  Henrietta,  Albert  D.,  Charlotte  and  Myron.  Sarah  Ann  married 
Charles  Covington,  and  died  at  Lexington,  Ky.  Nancy  is  the  wife  of  Theo¬ 
dore  Schaefer,  and  lives  near  Twin  Lakes,  Wis.  Susie  married  John  Schaefer, 
and  died  at  Albany,  Wis.  Emily  Florentine  died  in  Chetek.  Clara  married 
Frank  Gilbert,  of  Chetek.  Henrietta  married  Fred  Schaefer,  and  died  at  Bar- 
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ron,  this  county.  Albert  D.  lives  seven  miles  west  of  Chetek.  Charlotte  mar¬ 
ried  Eugene  Andrus.  Myron  lives  in  the  state  of  Washington. 

William  E.  Carter,  Wisconsin  pioneer  and  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  was 
born  in  Oneida  County,  New  York,  Feb.  16,  1832,  probably  of  French  descent, 
it  being  supposed  that  the  original  form  of  the  name  was  Cartier.  He  was 
reared  in  New  York  State,  and  married  Fedora  E.  Blatchford,  who  was  born 
in  Lubeck,  Maine,  Jan.  23,  1839,  of  English-Canadian  descent.  They  came  west 
to  Wisconsin  in  the  early  days  and  located  in  Dane  County,  Oct.  5,  1857,  living 
for  a  number  of  years  at  Madison,  Black  Earth  and  Mazomanie.  He  was  a  man 
of  versatile  abilities,  and  worked  as  a  farmer,  carpenter,  mechanic  and  sur¬ 
veyor.  In  the  last  named  capacity  he  helped  lay  out  and  grade  some  of  the 
early  streets  in  Madison,  and  some  of  the  pioneer  roads  of  Dane  County.  At 
the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War  he  enlisted  as  a  mechanic,  was  attached  to  an 
infantry  regiment,  and  helped  build  boats  at  Cairo,  Ill.,  until  discharged  on 
account  of  physical  disability.  In  1868  he  came  to  Prairie  du  Sac,  Sauk  County. 
He  came  to  Barron  County  in  1875  and  settled  on  the  northwest  quarter  of  Sec¬ 
tion  9,  Dallas  Township,  later  purchasing  a  quarter  of  a  section  adjoining. 
The  county  was  then  but  little  settled,  the  lumber  industry  was  still  flourishing, 
there  were  no  highways  except  the  tote  roads,  and  life  was  filled  with  hard¬ 
ships  and  privations.  But  they  persevered,  and  in  time  developed  an  excellent 
farm,  well  equipped  with  buildings,  and  amply  furnished  with  tools,  imple¬ 
ments  and  machinery.  In  1892  they  sold  the  farm  and  moved  to  Chetek,  where 
they  purchased  a  small  farm  not  far  away,  and  conducted  the  place  from  their 
city  home  until  his  death,  Aug.  1,  1906,  after  which  Mrs.  Carter  moved  to 
Everett,  Wash.,  where  she  lived  with  her  son,  William  E.,  until  her  death  in 
1913.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carter  were  the  parents  of  seven  children.  William  E., 
Jr.,  was  born  Aug.  21,  1860,  and  is  now  at  Port  Blakely,  Wash.  Alva  A.  was 
born  Feb.  13,  1863,  and  now  lives  at  Eureka,  Mont.  Franklin  H.  was  born 
Aug.  13,  1865,  and  lives  at  Everett,  Wash.  Byron  was  born  March  6,  1868,  and 
is  a  business  man  at  Chetek,  Wis.  Wesley  M.  was  born  March  5,  1871,  and 
is  now  at  Seattle,  Wash.  Hattie  M.  was  born  Nov.  16,  1875,  and  is  the  wife 
of  H.  C.  Holton,  of  Everett,  Wash.  Ina  May  was  born  April  5,  1881,  and  is  the 
wife  of  J.  M.  Salter,  of  Port  Blakely,  Wash. 

Bryon  Carter,  one  of  the  heaviest  potato  buyers  in  this  part  of  the  county, 
and  owner  of  a  large  warehouse  at  Chetek,  is  one  of  the  city’s  leading  citizens. 
He  has  been  twice  mayor  of  the  city,  and  has  also  served  with  distinction  as 
alderman,  clerk,  treasurer  and  assessor  and  as  a  member  of  the  school  board. 
As  a  public  official  and  as  a  private  citizen  he  has  stood  squarely  behind  every 
movement  that  has  for  its  object  the  betterment  of  the  city  and  county,  and 
his  efforts  have  resulted  in  much  good.  He  is  active  and  useful  as  a  man  and 
as  a  citizen,  but  is  modest  and  unassuming  in  manner  and  temperament,  and 
believes  in  practical  common  sense  in  everything  without  frills  or  evasion. 
In  addition  to  buying  potatoes  and  shipping  them  by  the  car  load  he  has  the 
local  agency  for  several  insurance  companies,  and  also  deals  in  several  makes 
of  automobiles,  although  these  two  enterprises  are  merely  side  lines  to  his 
work  as  a  potato  man.  Byron  Carter  was  born  at  Mazomanie,  Dane  County, 
Wisconsin,  March  6,  1868,  son  of  William  E.  and  Fedora  E.  (Blatchford)  Car¬ 
ter,  the  pioneers.  He  was  named  Robert  Bryon,  but  has  never  used  his  first 
name.  He  was  brought  to  Prairie  du  Sac,  Sauk  County,  this  state,  as  an  infant, 
and  to  Dallas  Township,  this  county,  when  he  was  seven  years  of  age.  He 
was  reared  to  farm  pursuits,  and  attended  the  district  schools  of  his  neighbor¬ 
hood.  Next  he  attended  the  graded  schools  of  Chetek,  after  which  he  became 
a  teacher  for  two  years.  Then  he  entered  the  Chetek  High  School,  and  grad¬ 
uated  in  1890  with  the  first  class  which  completed  the  course  in  that  institu¬ 
tion.  After  this  he  went  to  Superior,  where  he  engaged  in  the  real  estate 
business  for  two  years.  In  the  spring  of  1893  he  came  back  to  Chetek,  and 
with  H.  J.  Dixon  and  Christ  Brusen,  under  the  firm  name  of  H.  J.  Dixon  & 
Co.,  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business.  Mr.  Dixon  sold  to  the  other  two 
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partners  in  1895  and  the  firm  continued  as  Brusen  &  Carter  until  1905,  when 
Mr.  Carter  became  the  sole  owner.  He  sold  out  to  the  Farmers  Store  Co.  in 
1910,  and  continued  as  their  manager  for  two  years.  Then  he  took  up  his 
present  business.  He  was  married  in  Minneapolis,  April  18,  1900,  to  J.  Marie 
Peterson,  who  was  born  in  Chetek  Township,  March  12,  1876,  daughter  of 
Charles  and  Julianne  (Hanson)  Peterson.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with 
four  children.  Lorrayne  was  born  Feb.  24,  1901,  and  is  attending  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Wisconsin.  Amos  R.  was  born  June  22,  1904,  and  is  attending  the 
Chetek  High  School.  Corinne  was  born  Nov.  19,  1906,  and  is  also  attending 
the  High  School.  Lucille  was  born  Oct.  30,  1911,  and  is  a  student  in  the 
graded  schools. 

Charles  Peterson,  the  pioneer,  was  born  in  Denmark,  and  came  to  this 
country  as  a  young  man.  At  Neceedah,  Wis.,  Oct.  12,  1871,  he  married  Juli¬ 
anne  Hanson,  also  a  native  of  Denmark.  They  came  to  Barron  County  in 
1874  and  took  a  homestead  in  Chetek  Township,  east  of  the  city.  They  came 
to  the  city  from  the  farm  about  1881,  and  here  he  opened  a  blacksmith  shop. 
He  is  now  retired  and  he  and  his  wife  both  live  in  Chetek.  They  have  five 
children.  Hannah  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Carter  of  Everett,  Wash.  J.  Marie 
is  the  wife  of  Bryon  Carter  of  Chetek.  Josephine  is  a  trained  nurse  in  Daven¬ 
port,  Iowa.  Benjamin  lives  in  Milwaukee.  Laura,  wife  of  George  Naidl,  lives 
in  Eagan,  S.  D. 

Fred  Winfield  Howard,  one  of  his  country’s  heroes,  made  the  supreme 
sacrifice,  and  gave  his  life  on  his  nation’s  altar  in  order  that  the  world  might 
be  the  better.  His  few  years  were  years  of  sunshine  and  brightness,  he  died 
in  a  great  cause,  and  the  world  is  the  better  for  his  having  lived  in  it.  He  was 
born  in  Chetek,  Jan.  14,  1896,  the  son  of  Walter  Winfield  and  Abbie  Aikens 
Howard,  and  descended  from  Revolutionary  and  Civil  War  stock.  He  was  edu¬ 
cated  in  the  public  schools,  and  grew  up  a  bright,  affectionate  and  obedient 
boy.  He  developed  into  an  exemplary  young  man,  and  had  but  just  attained 
his  majority  when  with  a  number  of  companions  he  enlisted  in  the  United 
States  service  May  1,  1917.  He  was  sent  to  Camp  Douglas,  this  state,  and 
mustered  into  Co.  F,  128th  Infantry,  32nd  Division.  On  Sept.  4  his  company 
was  sent  to  Waco,  Texas,  where  they  underwent  intensive  training,  and  were 
then  sent  to  Camp  Merrit  for  overseas  equipment.  They  sailed  for  France 
Feb.  6,  1918.  Upon  reaching  France  he  was  transferred  to  Co.  F,  28th  In¬ 
fantry,  First  Division.  This  was  a  company  of  United  States  regulars.  He 
was  immediately  thrown  into  action  with  his  company.  He  was  a  good  soldier 
and  a  brave  fighter.  He  was  killed  at  Cantigny,  France,  May  15,  1918,  just 
three  days  after  he  wrote  his  last  letter  home.  He  was  laid  to  rest  in  the 
United  States  cemetery,  Bonvillers,  Vico,  France.  In  the  spring  of  1921,  his 
body  was  brought  to  the  United  States,  and  on  April  13,  he  was  laid  to  rest 
in  the  cemetery  at  Chetek  amid  the  scenes  which  as  a  boy  he  had  loved  so 
well.  At  that  time  it  was  said :  “Fred  Howard  died  fighting  in  the  biggest  and 
most  terrible  war  that  is  known  to  history.  Just  a  boy,  yet  he  saw  what  his 
duty  was,  and  unflinchingly  he  volunteered  his  all.  It  is  such  boys  that  keep 
up  the  traditions  of  this  glorious  country,  and  it  makes  the  world  a  better 
place  to  live  in  knowing  that  such  men  like  him  have  died  for  it.  At  the  funeral 
the  great  crowd  stood  at  the  grave-side,  and  as  the  salute  was  fired  and  the 
taps  sounded,  tears  could  be  seen  on  hundreds  of  faces.  Fred  Howard  is  laid 
away  but  his  memory  will  always  remain  with  us.” 

Walter  Winfield  Howard,  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  is  the  son  of  a  Civil 
War  veteran,  the  great-grandson  of  a  Revolutionary  War  officer,  the  father  of 
a  son  who  served  in  the  Spanish- American  War,  the  Mexican  border  mobiliza¬ 
tion  and  the  World  War  training,  and  then  disappeared  from  mortal  ken,  and 
the  father  of  another  son  who  gave  his  life  to  the  cause  of  humanity  in  France. 
Walter  W.  Howard  was  bom  in  Sauk  City,  Sauk  County,  this  state,  March  1, 
1849,  son  of  Henry  Robert  and  Agnes  (Steele)  Howard,  and  great  grandson  of 
George  Howard,  the  Revolutionary  soldier  whose  sword  was  long  preserved 
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in  the  family  but  is  now  lost.  Henry  Robert  Howard  was  born  in  New  York 
City  of  French  and  English  ancestry.  As  a  young  man  he  went  to  Illinois, 
and  from  there  came  to  Sauk  County,  this  state,  where  he  was  married  in  1846, 
to  Agnes  Steele,  a  native  of  Ireland.  In  1850  they  settled  in  Richland  County. 
From  there,  in  1862,  Henry  R.  Howard  enlisted  in  Co.  I,  19th  Wisconsin  Vol¬ 
unteer  Infantry,  was  commissioned  captain  and  served  until  the  end  of  the 
war,  being  wounded  five  times,  from  the  effects  of  which  he  never  fully  re¬ 
covered,  although  he  lived  many  years  thereafter.  He  and  his  wife  both  died 
at  Chetek,  she  having  reached  the  good  old  age  of  86  years.  In  the  family  there 
were  eleven  children.  Frank  is  a  merchant  in  Iowa.  Charles  is  in  Superior, 
Wis.  Melvin  is  in  Cameron,  this  state.  May  E.  is  the  wife  of  Robert  Stewart 
of  Superior,  Wis.  Everett  is  in  Massachusetts.  Henry,  who  was  in  the  same 
company  and  regiment  as  his  father  in  the  Civil  War,  Wilbur,  Gertrude,  Lillie 
and  Bert  are  dead.  Walter  W.  was  an  infant  when  the  family  moved  to  Rich¬ 
land  County.  At  fifteen  years  of  age,  Oct.  10,  1864,  he  enlisted  in  Co.  F,  46th 
Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  served  under  Sherman  in  Alabama.  Upon 
his  discharge  Oct.  10,  1865,  he  went  back  to  Richland  County,  and  started 
work  in  a  sawmill  at  Saxonville,  of  which  in  time  he  became  manager.  In  1880 
he  came  to  Chetek  and  worked  in  a  sawmill  as  an  employe  of  Knapp,  Stout  & 
Co.  Three  years  later  he  filed  on  a  homestead  in  Sections  25  and  36,  Chetek 
Township.  The  tract  was  all  wild  land.  He  broke  thirty  acres,  erected  build¬ 
ings,  made  many  other  improvements  and  there  carried  on  general  farming. 
His  wife  died  in  1890,  and  he  then  gave  up  farming  and  moved  to  Chetek  City 
with  three  small  children.  After  a  short  time  he  engaged  in  the  livery  busi¬ 
ness.  Some  ten  years  later  he  became  proprietor  of  a  pool  hall.  He  managed 
this  for  about  a  dozen  years  and  then  retired.  In  public  life  he  has  been  city 
marshal  and  policeman  as  well  as  street  commissioner.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Republican.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  Mr.  Howard  was 
married  in  1873,  to  Matilda  Sawyer,  born  in  New  York  state,  daughter  of 
Francis  and  Clara  (Cargill)  Sawyer,  of  French-Canadian  ancestry.  She  was 
one  of  a  family  of  twelve  daughters  and  four  sons,  including  two  pairs  of 
twins,  and  her  mother  lived  to  be  103  years  old.  When  Mrs.  Howard  died  May 
31,  1900,  five  weeks  after  her  youngest  child  was  born,  she  left  three  children, 
Elvin,  Lee  and  Hugh  Steele.  Nov.  19,  1892,  Mr.  Howard  married  Abbie  Aiken, 
and  to  this  union  there  were  born  three  children,  Myrtle  May,  Fred  Winfield 
and  McKinley.  Elvin  was  born  in  1876,  married  Emma  Balbridge,  and  lives 
in  Miles  City,  Mont.  Lee  was  born  in  1885,  lives  in  Duluth,  Minn.,  and  has 
five  children.  He  married,  first,  Bessie  Newman,  who  died  in  February,  1919, 
and  then  Hulda  Peterson.  He  enlisted  in  the  United  States  army  in  1900  and 
served  in  various  forts  for  eighteen  months  until  discharged.  Hugh  Steele 
was  born  in  1890.  He  enlisted  in  the  United  States  army  in  1907  and  served 
in  the  regulars  in  the  Philippines  for  three  years.  After  the  expiration  of  his 
time,  he  came  back  to  Chetek  and  stayed  here  for  about  two  years.  But 
soldiering  was  in  his  blood,  so  he  again  enlisted,  serving  in  various  forts,  and 
finally  in  the  Mexican  border  mobilization.  At  the  entrance  of  the  United 
States  into  the  World  War,  he  was  commissioned  a  lieutenant  and  was  detailed 
to  training  duty.  May  10,  1918,  the  day  before  the  Armistice,  he  wrote  that 
he  was  about  to  embark  for  France.  Since  then  nothing  has  been  heard  of 
him,  although  the  government  and  the  Red  Cross  society  have  united  in  their 
efforts  to  aid  the  mourning  parents.  Myrtle  May  was  born  Sept.  23,  1893, 
married  Orley  Campbell  of  Chetek,  and  has  two  children,  Walter  and  Fay. 
Fred  Winfield  was  born  Jan.  14,  1896,  enlisted  in  the  United  States  service 
May  1,  1917,  and  after  due  training  went  to  France  where  he  was  killed  in 
action  May  15,  1918.  McKinley  was  born  in  1900  and  was  drowned  in  Lake 
Chetek  Aug.  6,  1908. 

William  H.  Tiffany,  automobile  salesman,  Chetek,  was  born  in  Antioch, 
Ill.,  Nov.  22,  1868,  son  of  Charles  C.  and  Susan  (Crittenden)  Tiffany,  natives 
respectively  of  Canada  and  England,  both  of  whom  are  now  deceased.  They 
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were  the  parents  of  three  children:  Albert  married  Lulu  Morley,  and  farms 
near  Antioch,  Ill.  Ida  married  George  Gollwitzer  and  is  now  dead.  William 
H.  was  reared  on  the  farm,  and  as  a  youth  traveled  for  several  years.  In  1907 
he  moved  from  the  home  farm  to  the  village  of  Antioch,  and  there  engaged  in 
the  farm  machinery  business.  He  came  to  Barron  County  in  1912,  and  pur¬ 
chased  two  farms  of  120  and  70  acres  respectively,  in  Chetek  Township,  and 
operated  one  and  rented  the  other  until  Dec.  13,  1916,  when  he  engaged  in  the 
garage  and  automobile  sales  business,  later  disposing  of  both  farms.  In  the 
city  he  erected  a  tile  garage  and  sales  building,  62  by  112  feet,  with  brick 
front,  and  well  equipped  in  every  way  for  its  purpose.  He  has  the  agency  for 
the  Hupmobile.  His  fraternal  relations  are  with  the  Masons,  and  he  is  active 
in  the  Community  club.  Mr.  Tiffany  was  married  in  Antioch,  Ill.,  in  November, 
1889,  to  Anna  Grimm,  whose  parents  were  natives  of  Germany.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Tiffany  have  six  children.  Harry  was  born  in  1891.  Lorena  was  born  in  1893 
and  lives  in  Chicago.  Raymond,  born  in  1895,  was  married  Nov.  13,  1920,  to 
Margaret  Bell,  of  Chetek.  Vera,  born  in  1898,  is  a  stenographer  in  the  Farmers 
&  Merchants  Bank  of  Chetek.  Madaline,  born  in  1909,  is  attending  school. 

John  Whitaker,  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  and  of  the  Mexican  border 
mobilization  incident  to  the  troubles  in  Mexico  which  preceded  the  assassina¬ 
tion  of  Emperor  Maximillian  I,  was  born  in  Indiana  in  July,  1832,  the  son  of 
John  Whitaker,  who  was  born  in  Kentucky,  and  who  in  turn  was  the  son  of  a 
pioneer  who  came  over  the  mountains  and  settled  in  Kentucky  in  the  early 
days  of  the  nineteenth  century.  John  Whitaker  enlisted  at  the  outbreak  of  the 
Civil  War  in  the  61st  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  served  with  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland,  and  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Stone  River  under  Rosecrans. 
Afterward  he  was  with  the  force  under  Sheridan,  sent  to  the  Mexican  border 
to  overawe  the  French  who  were  supporting  Maximillian.  While  he  was  in 
that  region  he  was  stationed  at  the  Alamo,  San  Antonio,  the  scene  of  the 
massacre  by  Santa  Anna,  where  Davy  Crockett  fought  his  last  battle.  After 
the  war  Mr.  Whitaker  resumed  farming  in  Indiana.  He  died  in  Knox 
County,  in  that  state,  in  May,  1901.  He  married  Sarah  Spears,  born  Aug.  19, 
1838,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Spears.  James  Spears  fought  in 
the  Mexican  War,  and  when  the  Civil  War  broke  out,  although  sixty  years  of 
age,  offered  his  services,  and  was  killed  in  the  battle  of  Willow  Springs, 
Missouri.  On  the  maternal  side,  Mrs.  Whitaker  was  descended  from  the  Led¬ 
better  family,  early  settlers  of  South  Carolina,  who  were  greatly  harassed  by 
the  Seminole  Indians,  during  the  Florida  troubles.  Her  maternal  grandfather 
Ledbetter  is  believed  to  have  done  military  service  either  against  the  Indians 
or  in  the  War  of  1812.  Mrs.  Whitaker  was  born  in  Davis  County,  Ind.,  and 
is  still  living  in  that  state  at  the  age  of  82  years. 

Carl  C.  Whitaker,  postmaster  of  Chetek,  was  born  at  Edwardsport,  Knox 
County,  Ind.,  Feb.  14,  1872,  son  of  John  and  Sarah  (Spears)  Whitaker.  When 
he  was  ten  years  of  age  he  was  taken  by  his  parents  to  Bicknell,  in  the  same 
state.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  took  up  railroad  work  in  the  depot  of  the  Pan¬ 
handle  branch  of  the  Pennsylvania  railroad.  There  he  learned  telegraphy. 
The  next  year  he  went  to  Fergus  Falls,  Minn.,  where  he  was  employed  in  the 
depot  of  the  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  &  Manitoba,  now  the  Great  Northern.  With 
this  company  and  with  the  Omaha  he  served  for  many  years  at  various  points 
in  Minnesota  and  Wisconsin.  He  came  to  Chetek  as  station  agent  in  1908.  He 
continued  to  give  good  service  here  until  1915  when  he  was  appointed  post¬ 
master.  He  has  done  excellent  service  and  is  in  high  favor.  The  office  is 
third  class,  there  are  two  assistants,  and  five  rural  routes.  Mr.  Whitaker  is  a 
stockholder  in  the  Barron  County  Canning  Co.  and  in  the  Co-operative  Mercan¬ 
tile  Co.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order.  He  is  also  active 
in  the  Community  club.  Mr.  Whitaker  was  married  June  27,  1901,  in  Wood- 
ville,  St.  Croix  County,  Wisconsin,  to  Alice  Frink,  the  daughter  of  Morando  and 
Miranda  (Chappell)  Frink,  pioneers  of  that  county.  Mrs.  Whitaker  died  in 
1919.  Mr.  Whitaker  married,  secondly,  July  7,  1921,  Miss  Dorothy  M.  Roun- 
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sevell  of  River  Falls,  Wis.,  daughter  of  L.  S.  Rounsevell  of  that  place,  a  school 
teacher  by  profession.  She  was  graduated  from  the  University  of  Wisconsin, 
taught  school  in  Chetek  and  is  a  member  of  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa. 

Henry  John  White,  early  settler  of  Sumner  Township,  veteran  of  the 
Civil  War,  at  one  time  chairman  of  the  county  board  and  for  three  terms 
superintendent  of  county  schools,  was  born  in  Oneida  County,  New  York, 
Jan.  2,  1887,  son  of  John  and  Maria  (Staples)  White,  who  came  from  England 
and  settled  in  Deerfield  Township,  near  Utica,  New  York.  At  the  age  of  eight, 
Henry  John  was  taken  to  a  farm  near  Hamilton,  southern  Ontario,  Canada. 
At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  lost  his  mother,  after  which  he  came  to  this  part  of 
Wisconsin,  and  was  employed  in  the  lumber  woods  and  in  sawmills.  In  the 
meantime,  having  a  natural  aptitude  for  books,  he  kept  up  his  studies,  geog¬ 
raphy  being  his  special  delight.  Thus  having  prepared  himself  by  private 
study,  he  became  a  teacher  in  the  rural  schools  of  Barron  County,  serving  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  tax  payers  and  parents  and  to  the  benefit  of  the  pupils. 
In  1864  he  enlisted  in  Co.  K,  First  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  and  participated  in 
the  defense  of  Nashville  against  Hood  and  in  Wilson’s  raids  in  Georgia.  After 
his  discharge  he  returned  to  this  part  of  Wisconsin.  In  1873  he  took  a  home¬ 
stead  of  160  acres  in  Sumner  Township.  To  the  development  and  operation  of 
this  farm  he  devoted  much  of  his  attention  in  the  succeeding  years.  He  still, 
however,  remained  in  public  life.  His  educational  work  had  attracted  atten¬ 
tion,  and  he  was  called  upon  to  be  county  superintendent  of  schools,  in  which 
capacity  he  served  from  1876  to  1881.  While  in  this  office  he  had  much  to  do 
with  shaping  the  present  educational  policy  of  the  county.  For  some  time  he 
was  chairman  of  the  county  board,  and  in  this  position  was  a  force  most  de¬ 
cidedly  to  be  reckoned  with.  The  alms  house  question  was  then  agitating 
the  board,  and  was  a  subject  of  controversy  for  some  time.  Finally  the  build¬ 
ing  of  the  house  was  left  almost  entirely  in  Mr.  White’s  hands.  He  put  up  the 
structure  for  $2,000,  and  it  was  then  considered  the  best  alms  house  in  the 
state  erected  at  that  place.  With  advancing  years,  Mr.  White  traded  his  farm 
for  a  stock  of  goods  in  Canton.  He  conducted  a  store  there  for  a  while  and 
then  sold  out  but  has  since  continued  to  reside  in  the  village.  Mr.  White 
was  married  May  10,  1866,  to  Elvira  Oram,  of  Calumet  County,  this  state,  born 
June  11,  1847,  the  daughter  of  George  and  Jane  Oram.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  White 
have  had  six  children:  Alice  Jane,  George  Henry,  Effie  Amelia,  Everet  Guy, 
Sidney  John  and  Flora-  Louise.  Alice  Jane  is  now  Mrs.  Adolph  Nuesse  of 
Turtle  Lake.  George  Henry  lives  in  Burnett  County,  Wisconsin.  Effie  Amelia 
is  the  wife  of  E.  C.  Woolley  of  Sumner  Township.  Everet  Guy  died  March 
9,  1921.  Sidney  John,  a  farmer  and  school  teacher,  died  June  16,  1901.  Flora 
Louisa  is  the  wife  of  R.  E.  Malera  of  Canton. 

Christ  Brusen,  potato  dealer  and  farm  owner,  residing  within. the  city 
limits  of  Chetek,  was  born  in  Denmark,  June  4,  1863,  son  of  Hans  and  Sophie 
(Dinesen)  Brusen,  farmers,  who  spent  the  span  of  their  years  in  their  native 
land.  Of  the  eight  children  in  the  family,  two  came  to  this  country.  Peter 
lives  on  a  farm  in  Chetek  Township.  Christ  was  educated  in  Denmark,  was 
reared  as  a  farmer  and  also  became  a  proficient  instrumental  musician.  He 
came  to  the  United  States  in  the  winter  of  1889-90,  found  his  way  directly  to 
Chetek,  and  devoted  his  summers  to  farming  and  his  winters  to  working  in  the 
woods.  Then  with  H.  J.  Dixon  as  a  partner,  he  started  dealing  in  potatoes, 
grain  and  other  farm  produce.  In  1893  Byron  Carter*  became  a  partner,  the 
business  being  conducted  under  the  firm  name  of  H.  J.  Dixon  &  Co.  Mr.  Dixon 
disposed  of  the  interests  to  his  partners  in  1896,  and  the  firm  became  Brusen 
&  Carter.  The  firm  was  dissolved  in  1906,  Mr.  Carter  taking  the  building  and 
the  store.  Mr.  Brusen  has  since  continued  as  a  potato  buyer.  In  1896,  Mr. 
Brusen  bought  80  acres  of  farm  land  in  Section  19,  Chetek  Township,  within 
the  limits  of  the  city.  He  made  various  improvements,  and  in  1900  sold  out. 
Then  he  bought  160  acres  in  the  same  section,  lying  partly  within  the  northern 
city  limits  of  Chetek.  This  was  all  wild  land.  He  erected  good  buildings  and 
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developed  a  good  farm.  In  1913  he  sold  145  acres,  including  all  the  buildings. 
On  the  remaining  fifteen  acres,  which  he  still  owns,  he  erected  in  1914,  a  fine 
residence,  a  frame  building,  two  stories  and  a  basement,  lighted  with  elec¬ 
tricity  and  equipped  with  modern  improvements.  The  cost  was  about  $4,500, 
In  addition  to  this,  Mr.  Brusen  owns  a  farm  of  80  acres  about  two  miles  west 
of  the  city,  which  he  purchased  in  1916,  and  which  he  has  further  improved. 
He  is  not  now  actively  engaged  in  farming,  but  operates  his  property  with  the 
aid  of  hired  assistants.  He  has  been  active  in  public  affairs,  and  has  been 
member  of  the  county  board,  alderman  and  assessor.  His  holdings  include 
stock  in  the  Farmers  Co-operative  Store  of  Chetek.  The  family  faith  is  that 
of  the  Lutheran  Church.  Mr.  Brusen  was  married  Oct.  5,  1902,  to  Nina  Nel¬ 
son,  who  was  born  in  Milwaukee,  daughter  of  Julius  and  Marie  Nelson,  both 
now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brusen  have  two  children,  Bernice  and  Ragna. 
Bernice  was  born  Sept.  30,  1903,  passed  through  the  local  schools,  took  a  two- 
years’  course  in  the  Lutheran  Ladies  Seminary  at  Red  Wing,  Minn.,  and  grad¬ 
uated  from  the  Concordia  College  at  Moorehead,  Minn.,  taking  the  High  School 
and  Teachers’  course  in  the  pianoforte  department.  Ragna  was  born  Dec.  4, 
1907,  and  is  studying  at  the  Chetek  High  School. 

Michael  Hanson  was  born  in  Norway,  and  there  married  Mattie  Johnson. 
They  came  to  America  in  1880  and  located  near  Blair,  Trempealeau  County, 
Wisconsin.  A  year  later  they  moved  to  Eau  Claire.  There  he  was  identified 
with  the  lumber  business,  rafting,  working  in  sawmills,  and  taking  sawing 
contracts  in  the  woods.  From  Eau  Claire  they  moved  to  Wilkin  County,  Minn., 
where  they  are  now  carrying  on  general  farming.  Their  nine  children  are: 
Martin,  farming  with  his  father;  Carrie,  wife  of  Ole  Anderson,  of  Wilkin 
County,  Minn.;  Matilda,  wife  of  Lars  Lyngaas,  of  that  county;  Alma,  wife  of 
Hjelmar  Shelstad,  of  that  county ;  Edna,  wife  of  Archie  Kurth  of  that  county ; 
Mary,  wife  of  Nels  Hanson,  of  that  county.  Roe,  farming  in  Washington; 
Julia,  wife  of  Thomas  Jacobson,  of  Colfax,  Dunn  County,  this  state,  and  John 
M.,  of  Cameron,  Barron  County. 

John  M.  Hanson,  manager  of  the  creamery  at  Cameron  for  the  Eau  Claire 
Creamery  Co.  and  supervisor  of  the  creameries  at  Chetek  and  Bruce,  was  born 
at  Blair,  Trempealeau  County,  Wisconsin,  Jan.  15,  1881,  son  of  Michael  and 
Mattie  (Johnson)  Hanson.  He  was  taken  to  Eau  Claire,  Eau  Claire  County, 
Wisconsin,  as  an  infant,  and  was  there  reared  and  educated.  As  a  youth  he 
worked  in  sawmills  and  in  the  woods,  including  one  summer  at  Superior,  Wis. 
He  went  to  Wilkin  County,  Minn.,  with  his  family,  and  there  worked  with 
them  for  several  years  on  the  farm.  Then  he  came  back  to  Eau  Claire,  married, 
and  moved  to  Doran,  Minn.  Again  coming  to  Eau  Claire  he  worked  in  a  mar¬ 
ket  for  a  while,  and  then  took  up  the  creamery  business  there.  Successively 
thereafter  he  was  creamery  manager  at  New  Auburn,  Chippewa  County,  four 
years;  Greenwood,  Clark  County,  one  year;  Cameron,  this  county,  one  year; 
and  Chippewa  Falls,  Chippewa  County,  ten  months.  He  took  his  present  posi¬ 
tion  in  1917.  The  work  has  flourished  under  his  management,  and  the  Cam¬ 
eron  plant  now  has  a  weekly  output  of  85  or  90  tubs.  He  is  at  the  head  of  the 
M.  W.  A.  camp  at  Cameron,  and  a  popular  member  of  Norden  Lodge,  No.  1, 
I.  S.  W.  A.  at  Eau  Claire.  At  one  time  he  was  assistant  chief  of  the  Cameron 
Fire  department.  Mr.  Hanson  was  married  in  Howard  Township,  Chippewa 
County,  this  state,  Nov.  4,  1905,  to  Minnie  C.  Paulson,  daughter  of  Julius  and 
Oleva  Paulson,  who  came  from  Norway  to  Eau  Claire  in  1880  and  still  live 
in  Chippewa  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hanson  have  three  bright  boys:  Man- 
ford  P.  was  born  Aug.  16,  1906;  John  O.,  Aug.  1,  1908;  and  Julius  M.,  May 
4,  1915. 

George  Washington  Sines  Sr.,  pioneer  of  what  is  now  Dovre  Township, 
was  born  in  New  York  state  and  was  brought  to  Wisconsin  by  his  parents 
when  he  was  about  eleven  years  old.  He  was  reared  to  farm  pursuits  and 
attended  the  district  schools.  Oct.  10,  1860,  he  married  Cornelia  A.  Weiant, 
who  was  born  in  New  York  state,  Feb.  15,  1844.  After  their  marriage  they 
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farmed  for  some  years  in  Columbia  County,  this  state.  They  came  to  Dovre 
Township  in  1874,  and  took  a  homestead  four  miles  northwest  of  New  Auburn. 
This  was  all  wild  land.  They  cleared  and  broke  it,  erected  buildings,  and  by 
working  early  and  late  developed  a  good  place.  After  a  long  life  filled  with 
worthy  endeavor,  they  retired  about  1906  and  moved  to  Rice  Lake,  where  they 
died,  he  Jan.  16,  1911,  she  July  6,  1912.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sines  were  the  parents  of 
ten  children:  James  Melton,  John  T.,  George  W.,  Florence  Della,  Charles  Wes¬ 
ley,  Otto  T.,  Elizabeth  Irena,  Julia  Florence,  William  H.  and  Francis  Clinton. 
James  Melton  was  born  Feb.  8,  1862  and  died  April  23,  1914.  John  T.  was 
born  Nov.  30,  1863,  and  operates  a  bus  line  in  Rice  Lake.  George  W.  was  born 
June  7,  1866,  and  is  a  retired  farmer  of  Chetek.  Florence  Della  was  born 
March  17,  1868,  married  Sidney  Drake,  and  lives  in  Florence,  Oregon.  Charles 
Wesley  was  born  April  13,  1870,  and  died  in  Chicago  in  1915.  Otto  T.  was 
born  Oct.  9,  1872,  and  died  Aug.  11,  1908.  Elizabeth  Irena  was  born  Dec.  6, 
1874,  married  William  Harrison,  and  died  June  9,  1910.  Julia  Florence  was 
born  Feb.  16,  1878,  married  Simon  Carlson,  and  lives  in  Florence,  Oregon. 
William  H.  was  born  Aug.  29,  1882,  and  died  in  February,  1920.  Francis 
Clinton  was  born  Nov.  8,  1886,  and  lives  in  Florence,  Oregon. 

George  Washington  Sines,  retired  farmer  of  Chetek,  was  born  in  Colum¬ 
bia  County,  Wisconsin,  June  7, 1866,  son  of  George  W.  and  Cornelia  A.  (Weiant) 
Sines.  He  was  brought  to  Dovre  Township,  this  county,  by  his  parents,  at  the 
age  of  eight  years,  and  here  attended  the  district  schools.  He  was  reared  to 
farm  pursuits  and  upon  attaining  his  majority  acquired  a  place  of  120  acres 
adjoining  the  home  farm.  But  fifteen  acres  had  been  cleared.  He  developed 
a  good  farm,  and  there  carried  on  agricultural  operations  until  1911.  Then 
he  traded  the  place  for  a  farm  of  140  acres  near  Chetek.  In  1919  another  deal 
was  made  by  which  this  place  was  disposed  of  and  Mr.  Sines  acquired  350 
acres  east  of  Rice  Lake,  80  acres  of  which  was  under  hay.  A  part  of  this 
tract  has  since  been  sold,  but  280  acres  remain.  The  present  family  residence 
in  Chetek  was  built  in  the  spring  of  1919  and  occupied  March  12,  of  that  year. 
It  is  a  sightly  eight-room  structure  with  modern  improvements.  In  addition 
to  his  other  holdings,  Mr.  Sines  is  interested  in  the  Farmers  Co-Operative 
Store.  While  on  the  farm  he  was  interested  in  public  affairs,  and  served  on 
the  town  board,  resigning  when  he  moved  to  the  city.  Fraternally  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Canton  and  the  Encampment  of  the  Odd  Fellows.  Mr.  Sines 
was  married  Aug.  23,  1891,  to  Mrs.  Rose  Donaldson,  from  Sand  Creek,  Dunn 
County,  this  state.  She  died  Nov.  22,  1913.  Their  son,  Glen,  married  Eva 
Reardon,  and  lives  in  Eau  Claire.  Mr.  Sines  was  married  Dec.  9,  1914,  to  Mrs. 
Emma  Albright  of  Chetek,  daughter  of  Fred  Gehler.  By  her  marriage  to 
Frederick  Albright  she  had  three  children,  Leo,  Hazel  and  Lawrence.  Leo 
lives  on  a  farm  north  of  Chetek,  married  Emma  Rogge,  and  has  two  children, 
Bernice  and  Harold.  Hazel  married  Elmer  Francois  of  Chetek,  and  they  have 
two  children,  Margaret  and  Viola.  Lawrence  is  on  the  farm  with  his  brother, 
Leo. 

Everett  G.  White,  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  a  representative  farmer  of 
Section  7,  Sumner  Township,  was  a  hard  working  man  who  thoroughly  under¬ 
stood  his  business,  and  occupied  a  position  of  influence  and  respect  among  his 
fellows.  He  was  possessed  of  an  unusually  strong  character,  he  followed  the 
right  as  he  saw  it,  he  believed  in  making  all  those  about  him  happier,  he  was 
ever  genial  and  good  natured  even  in  the  most  trying  circumstances,  and  his 
life,  which  spanned  less  than  half  a  century,  was  one  of  real  usefulness  to  the 
community.  He  was  a  native  of  this  state,  born  in  Calumet  County,  May  10, 
1873,  the  son  of  Henry  J.  and  Alvira  White,  who  brought  him  to  Sumner 
Township  as  an  infant.  Reared  to  boyhood  on  the  farm,  and  educated  in  the 
district  school,  he  was  in  his  teens  when  the  family  moved  to  the  village  of 
Canton.  As  a  young  man  he  worked  for  several  years  in  sawmills.  In  1895 
he  secured  40  acres  of  land  in  Section  7,  Sumner  Township,  to  which  he  later 
added  40  acres  more.  When  he  first  secured  the  land  about  ten  acres  had 
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been  cleared.  The  rest  was  wild  and  no  buildings  had  been  erected.  He  put 
up  a  good  set  of  buildings,  and  continued  the  clearing  and  development  of  the 
land.  He  was  well  along  the  road  of  merited  success,  when  death  overtook 
him  March  9,  1921.  His  death  was  sincerely  mourned  by  all  with  whom  he 
came  in  contact.  Mr.  White  was  married  on  Oct.  11,  1905,  to  Helen  Nessey, 
who  was  born  in  Waukesha  County,  this  state,  April  22,  1885,  the  daughter  of 
Adolph  and  Helen  Nessey.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  three  bright 
children:  Nora,  Sidney  and  Raymond.  In  the  home  is  also  a  little  girl, 
Juanita  Sauer. 

George  Albert  Strong,  of  the  firm  of  G.  A.  Strong  &  Son,  insurance,  Chetek, 
was  born  in  Lowville,  Columbia  County,  Wisconsin,  Feb.  4,  1858,  son  of  Dr. 
Dewitt  Clinton  and  Sarah  Jane  (Bliss)  Strong.  He  was  reared  in  his  native 
county  and  was  brought  to  Barron  County  as  a  boy.  Here  he  continued  his 
education.  For  two  terms  he  taught  in  rural  schools,  and  then  clerked  in  the 
store  at  Rice  Lake  for  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  Three  years  later  he  went  to  Chetek 
and  engaged  in  selling  farm  machinery.  Later  he  and  his  brother  Dewitt  C., 
opened  a  mercantile  establishment  at  Chetek.  He  sold  out  in  1894  and  went 
to  Albertville,  Wis.,  where  he  conducted  a  store  and  warehouse  for  six  years 
for  Clark  &  Taylor.  Then  he  returned  to  Chetek  in  1900,  and  took  up  the  feed 
business,  after  which  he  operated  a  dray  line.  In  1903  he  engaged  in  his 
present  business.  At  first  he  handled  all  kinds  of  insurance,  but  after  a  while 
gave  up  the  life  insurance  department.  For  some  years  he  has  also  been  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  sale  of  monuments,  first  as  agent  of  Stotzer  Bros,  at  Portage,  and 
now  as  agent  of  the  Nelson  Brothers  of  Rice  Lake,  this  county.  He  likewise 
has  a  good  business  in  cream  separators,  home  lighting  plants,  milking  ma¬ 
chines,  lightning  rods,  and  general  farm  supplies  of  various  sorts.  He  also 
does  general  plumbing  in  all  its  branches.  The  business  has  constantly  grown 
and  in  April,  1919,  Mr.  Strong  took  his  son.  Dean,  as  a  partner.  Aside  from 
his  other  holdings,  Mr.  Strong  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Chetek  Auto  Co.  He  is  a 
good  business  man,  he  has  the  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  has  dealings, 
and  he  is  highly  regarded  throughout  the  community.  Mr.  Strong  was  married 
Dec.  31,  1879,  at  Sumner,  this  county,  to  Josephine  Hutchinson,  born  in  Co¬ 
lumbia  County,  this  state,  daughter  of  William  and  Jane  (Loveland)  Hutch¬ 
inson,  natives  of  Canada,  who  early  settled  in  Columbia  County  and  later  in 
Chippewa  County,  subsequently  coming  to  Sumner,  in  this  county,  where  Mr. 
Hutchinson  operated  a  sawmill  and  gristmill  for  some  years,  later  moving  to 
Drummond,  in  this  state,  where  he  still  lives,  the  mother  having  died  in  1901. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Strong  have  four  children:  Roy,  Jennie,  Lyle  and  Dean.  Roy 
was  born  in  February,  1881,  and  died  at  the  age  of  eight  years.  Jennie  was 
born  June  16,  1883,  and  died  at  the  age  of  six  years.  Lyle  was  born  April  22, 
1890,  and  is  now  a  farmer  in  Chetek  Township.  He  married  May  Cook,  and 
has  two  children,  Duane  and  Kenneth.  Dean  was  born  April  28,  1896,  and  is 
now  in  business  with  his  father.  He  married  Elizabeth  Ruffcorn,  a  native  of 
Minnesota. 

Dewitt  C.  Strong  Sr.,  M.  D.,  a  pioneer  physician  of  Barron  County,  was 
born  in  New  York  state,  and  there  married  Sarah  Bliss,  also  a  native  of  that 
state.  They  came  west  as  young  people.  In  the  early  seventies  they  settled 
in  Sumner  Township,  Barron  County.  At  that  time  there  were  but  few  farms 
in  the  county  and  the  lumber  camps  were  still  in  full  operation.  In  1881 
they  moved  to  Chetek,  and  there  Dr.  Strong  practiced  his  profession  until  his 
death  in  1899.  Fraternally  he  was  a  prominent  member  of  the  Masonic  order 
at  Barron.  He  served  efficiently  as  chairman  of  Sumner  Township,  and  also 
of  Chetek  Township,  and  not  only  did  good  service  for  the  two  towns,  but  was 
also  a  valued  member  of  the  county  board,  serving  on  a  number  of  important 
committees.  Dr.  Strong  was  a  country  physician  of  the  old  school,  giving  his 
whole  life  in  devotion  to  duty.  He  was  up  at  all  hours,  out  in  all  sorts  of 
weather,  traveling  far  in  the  wilderness,  bringing  comfort  and  cheer  and  health 
to  the  people  living  in  the  isolated  pioneer  cabins  in  the  woods.  He  worked 
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for  the  good  he  might  do,  with  no  thought  of  pay,  and  indeed  often  received 
no  pay.  After  a  useful  life  which  had  been  of  real  benefit  to  his  fellow  men, 
he  passed  away,  but  his  memory  is  still  cherished.  His  wife,  who  was  his  able 
helpmeet  in  all  his  endeavors,  died  in  1908.  In  the  family  there  were  four 
children:  Lizzie,  who  married  Joseph  Collins  of  Poynette,  Wis.;  George  A. 
insurance  man  of  Chetek ;  Theresa,  who  died  in  1881 ;  and  Dewitt  C.,  who  is  in 
the  real  estate  business  in  Chetek. 

Dewitt  C.  Strong,  a  prosperous  real  estate  man  of  Chetek,  formerly  a 
railroad  man  and  merchant,  was  born  in  Lowville,  Columbia  County,  this 
state,  Sept.  26,  1862,  son  of  Dr.  Dewitt  C.  and  Sarah  (Bliss)  Strong.  He  was 
brought  to  Barron  County  as  a  boy  and  completed  his  schooling  in  Sumner 
Township.  As  a  youth  he  became  a  telegraph  operator  and  was  employed  for 
a  while  with  the  Omaha  road  at  Chetek.  For  a  while  thereafter  he  clerked  in 
the  mercantile  trade  in  that  city,  and  in  1891  he  and  his  brother,  George  A., 
engaged  in  the  general  store  business  for  themselves.  In  1900  he  left  the 
store  business  and  has  since  been  engaged  in  his  present  line  of  work.  He  is 
well  liked  socially  and  is  a  popular  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  and  of 
the  Maccabees.  Mr.  Strong  was  married  in  Chetek,  Sept.  23,  1891,  to  Ella  M. 
Robbins,  who  was  born  in  Elgin,  Ill.,  Aug.  17,  1871,  daughter  of  Dr.  W.  H. 
and  Lydia  Robbins,  who  came  to  Chetek  in  1881.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Strong  have 
had  five  children:  William  R.  was  born  June  20,  1892,  and  is  cashier  of  the 
Farmers  and  Merchants  Bank  of  Chetek.  Harry  D.  was  born  Oct.  18,  1893,  and 
is  assistant  superintendent  of  the  Chetek  plant  of  the  Barron  County  Canning 
Co.  He  married  Stella  Thingbold  of  Chetek,  and  they  have  four  children, 
Jessie,  Clifford,  Raymond  and  Harry.  Neal  was  born  Dec.  7,  1902,  and  Charles 
was  born  Aug.  21,  1904.  Ellen  was  born  Feb.  12,  1909  and  died  in  infancy. 

Ernest  Summerfield,  business  man  of  Chetek,  was  born  in  Monroe  County, 
this  state,  Aug.  20,  1882,  son  of  William  J.  and  Martha  (Golden)  Summerfield. 
The  father  was  born  in  Pontypool,  Monmouthshire,  Wales,  and  the  mother  in 
Nova  Scotia.  They  were  married  at  Sparta,  Wis.  They  were  the  parents  of 
fourteen  children,  of  whom  there  are  now  living  five.  Sarah  is  the  wife  of 
Charles  Seymour  of  Chicago.  Mary  lives  in  California,  and  is  the  widow  of 
Samuel  Marx.  John  and  Elmer  live  in  Monroe  County,  Wisconsin.  Ernest 
was  reared  in  Sparta  in  his  native  county,  and  as  a  young  man  became  a  barber. 
He  came  to  Chetek  in  1910  and  purchased  a  barber  shop.  In  1913  he  estab¬ 
lished  a  cigar  store,  pool  and  billiard  hall,  and  bowling  alleys  in  connection. 
He  still  conducts  this  department,  but  in  1919  sold  the  barber  department  to 
Arthur  Nelson  and  Percy  Andrews  who  still  conduct  it.  Mr.  Summerfield 
is  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  and  of  the  Community  Club,  as  well  as  of 
Chippewa  Falls  Lodge  No.  1326,  B.  P.  O.  E.  Mr.  Summerfield  was  married 
in  Warren,  Monroe  County,  April  20,  1910,  to  Edna  Rose,  daughter  of  Calvil 
and  Jane  Rose,  the  former  of  whom  is  living  and  the  latter  dead. 

Benjamin  Franklin  Flynn,  now  deceased,  was  a  substantial,  hard  working 
man,  who  was  held  in  great  liking,  and  exerted  a  considerable,  influence  over 
the  affairs  of  his  neighborhood.  He  was  an  energetic,  out-door  man,  one  noted 
for  his  strength  even  in  the  days  when  all  the  pioneers  were  hardy  men  of 
rugged  health,  and  he  was  known  far  and  wide  as  a  sportsman,  especially  as  a 
successful  fisherman.  He  was  born  in  New  York  state,  Feb.  13,  1852,  on  Wolfe 
Island,  in  the  St.  Lawrence  River,  the  son  of  John  and  Susan  Flynn,  the  former 
a  native  of  Ireland,  and  the  latter  of  New  York  state.  As  a  young  man,  Ben¬ 
jamin  F.  came  to  Richland  County,  Wisconsin.  There  he  married,  and  in  the 
late  seventies  came  to  Barron  County  and  secured  160  acres  in  Chetek  Town¬ 
ship.  He  made  the  trip  here  with  three  horses,  bringing,  aside  from  furniture, 
utensils,  tools  and  supplies,  three  cows.  For  some  years,  before  the  farm  was 
sufficiently  productive  to  be  profitable  he  spent  a  part  of  his  time  working  in 
the  lumber  woods.  In  the  early  days  of  their  settlement  here,  the  family 
underwent  many  hardships.  There  were  no  roads  worthy  of  the  name,  there 
were  few  neighbors,  provisions  were  brought  in  from  Chippewa  Falls,  the 
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journey  often  being  made  afoot.  There  were  no  schools  and  Mr.  Flynn,  who 
was  a  member  of  the  school  board,  helped  to  get  the  first  school  started  in  a 
crude  log  cabin.  He  also  helped  in  other  ways  in  the  general  progress  of  the 
community.  In  time  he  built  up  a  good  farm,  and  erected  a  suitable  set  of 
buildings.  After  a  long  and  useful  life,  he  died  June  5,  1913,  and  his  loss  was 
sincerely  mourned.  His  faith  was  that  of  the  United  Brethren.  Mr.  Flynn 
was  married  at  Richland  Center,  this  state,  Oct.  19,  1876,  to  Josie  Adair,  who 
was  born  in  that  place,  June  24,  1858,  the  daughter  of  James  and  Margaret 
(Hoffman)  Adair,  natives  of  Ohio,  who  came  to  Wisconsin  in  the  fifties  and 
settled  in  the  woods  of  Richland  County,  and  developed  a  farm.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Flynn  had  nine  children:  Charles  of  Chetek;  Almon,  on  the  home  place; 
Dillon,  of  Zion  City,  Ill.;  Everett,  who  farms  in  Dovre  Township,  this  county; 
John,  who  also  farms  in  Dovre  Township;  Ella,  now  wife  of  B.  F.  LaBell  of 
Brill,  this  county;  James,  who  farms  in  Chetek  Township;  Frederick,  who  is 
at  New  Auburn,  in  Chippewa  County,  this  state;  and  Earl  M.,  who  operates 
the  home  farm. 

Earl  M.  Flynn,  a  hustling  young  farmer  of  Section  27,  east,  Chetek  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  on  his  present  place,  Aug.  28,  1898,  the  son  of  Benjamin 
Franklin  and  Josie  (Adair)  Flynn,  early  settlers.  He  attended  the  district 
schools  and  was  reared  on  the  home  farm.  He  lost  his  father  when  he  was 
fifteen.  As  he  grew  older  he  assumed  more  and  more  of  the  duties  of  man¬ 
agement,  and  now  has  entire  charge.  He  is  modern  in  his  methods  and  indus¬ 
trious  in  his  habits,  and  is  meeting  with  success  as  a  modern  and  scientific 
agriculturist,  keeping  well  abreast  of  his  times  in  all  lines  of  rural  progress. 
He  carries  on  general  farming  and  makes  a  specialty  of  Durham  cattle, 
Chester  White  swine  and  good  horses.  Mr.  Flynn  was  married  Dec.  15,  1919  to 
Ruth  Henry,  born  at  Springfield,  in  this  state,  on  July  18,  1901,  the  daughter  of 
Alex  and  Laura  Henry.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Flynn  have  one  daughter,  Charlotte 
Mildred,  born  Dec.  29,  1920. 

Charles  M.  Shane,  D.  Y.  M.,  successful  practitioner  of  Chetek,  veteran  of 
the  World  War,  and  one  of  the  popular  young  men  of  this  part  of  the  county, 
is  already  taking  his  part  in  the  life  of  the  community,  and  is  building  up  a 
large  practice  as  a  veterinarian,  and  adding  to  his  friends  as  a  man  and 
citizen.  He  was  born  at  Richland  Center,  Richland  County,  Wisconsin,  Jan¬ 
uary  1,  1887,  the  son  of  Samuel  and  Lavina  (Coates)  Shane.  The  father  was 
bom  in  Indiana  and  was  brought  to  Wisconsin  when  he  was  about  eight  years 
old.  He  died  April  11,  1919.  The  mother  was  bom  in  Viola,  Wis.,  daughter  of 
a  Civil  War  veteran,  who  died  as  the  result  of  wounds  received  in  that  con¬ 
flict.  She  is  still  living  at  Ridgeland,  in  Dunn  County,  this  state.  In  the 
family  there  were  four  children.  Phoebe  Ann  is  the  wife  of  James  Britts,  who 
farms  near  Hillsdale,  in  Maple  Grove  Township,  this  county.  Frank  married 
Lovita  Campbell,  and  is  at  Ridgeland  with  his  mother.  One  died  in  infancy. 
Charles  M.  received  a  graded  and  high  school  education  in  his  native  place. 
In  the  spring  of  1912  he  was  graduated  from  the  Kansas  City  Veterinary  Col¬ 
lege  at  Kansas  City,  Missouri.  He  at  once  successfully  took  up  the  practice 
of  his  profession  at  Hillsboro,  Wis.  He  volunteered  for  service  and  enlisted 
in  the  United  States  forces  June  1,  1918,  trained  at  Camp  Lee,  Virginia, 
sailed  for  France  Oct.  13,  with  the  Mobile  Veterinary  Hospital  No.  2  as  com¬ 
manding  officer,  and  there  remained  for  several  months.  He  arrived  in  the 
United  States  July  6,  1919,  and  was  discharged  at  Camp  Dix,  New  Jersey,  the 
following  day.  He  opened  his  office  at  Chetek,  Sept.  5,  1919.  Fraternally  Dr. 
Shane  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  was  married  Sept.  9,  1918, 
at  Petersburg,  Va.,  to  Bertha  Eunice  Dodge,  of  Chetek,  bora  at  Briggsville, 
Wis.,  Oct.  10,  1887,  daughter  of  D.  W.  and  Eunice  Lucinda  (Smith)  Dodge, 
who  came  to  Chetek  in  1883.  The  father  was  a  well  known  railroad  contractor, 
auctioneer  and  cattle  buyer.  He  died  Jan.  5,  1914.  In  the  Dodge  family  there 
are  five  children.  Earl  Lester  is  in  Superior,  Wis.  Bertha  Eunice  is  the  wife 
of  Dr.  Charles  M.  Shane.  Carl  Wesley  is  an  agriculturist  of  Barron  County, 
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and  owns  three  farms.  Roy  George  farms  near  Chetek.  Elma  Lucinda  is  the 
wife  of  Arthur  W.  Ratsch,  who  farms  near  Neillsville,  in  Clark  County,  this 
state.  Mrs.  Shane  is  a  bright,  sprightly  woman,  and  a  brilliant  conversation¬ 
alist,  and  she  and  her  husband  are  both  popular  in  Chetek  society. 

George  H.  Unbehaun,  operating  a  farm  within  the  limits  of  Chetek  City, 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Marshal,  Richland  County,  Wisconsin,  Feb.  3,  1886, 
son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Wolf)  Unbehaun,  both  born  in  the  town  of  Day- 
ton,  Richland  County,  Wisconsin.  The  paternal  great  grandparents  came  from 
Germany,  and  settled  on  a  part  of  the  present  site  of  Waukegan,  Ill.  The  pater¬ 
nal  grandfather  was  brought  from  Germany  with  the  family  and  grew  up  in 
Waukegan,  where  he  married.  He  and  his  wife  drove  an  ox  team  to  Richland 
County,  secured  a  farm  at  a  time  when  Richland  Center  consisted  of  a  mill,  a 
store  and  three  houses.  The  maternal  grandparents  likewise  came  from  Ger¬ 
many,  and  were  early  settlers  of  Marshal,  Richland  County,  Wis.,  having  pre¬ 
viously  settled  at  Freeport,  Ill.  Thus  the  father,  John  Unbehaun,  was  descended 
from  pioneers  on  both  sides  of  his  house.  He  was  born  and  reared  on  the  home 
farm  and  has  devoted  his  life  to  farm  work.  He  is  still  living  on  the  home 
place  with  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Bert  Basley.  His  wife,  Elizabeth  Wolf,  died  in 
April,  1918.  In  the  family  there  were  four  children:  Minnie,  George  H., 
Albert  and  Laura.  Minnie  was  born  Sept.  14,  1884,  married  Bert  Basley, 
lives  on  the  home  farm,  and  has  four  children.  George  H.  is  a  farmer  at  Che¬ 
tek.  Albert  was  bora  June  7,  1889,  and  lives  in  Richland  Center,  owning  and 
operating  a  farm  in  the  country.  He  married  Lulu  Clark,  and  they  have  five 
children.  Laura  was  born  Feb.  28,  1895,  and  is  the  wife  of  Clay  Dresden,  a 
farmer  of  Richland  Township.  George  H.  was  reared  and  educated  in  Rich¬ 
land  County.  One  year  he  spent  in  Dunn  County,  this  state,  but  with  that 
exception  he  farmed  in  his  native  county  until  1916  when  he  came  to  Barron 
County.  Here  his  wife  purchased  a  farm  in  Chetek  Township,  on  the  banks 
of  Lake  Chetek.  The  farm  acreage  is  supposedly  112  acres,  but  only  85  acres 
is  available,  the  rest  being  under  water.  About  75  acres  are  cultivated.  When 
he  came  here  the  place  was  also  in  a  well-improved  condition.  He  has  reno¬ 
vated  the  house,  painted  the  barn,  built  a  granary,  machine  shed,  silo  and  other 
buildings,  and  made  other  improvements  until  the  place  presents  a  most  neat 
and  prosperous  appearance.  Mr.  Unbehaun  successfully  carries  on  general 
farming  and  dairying,  his  stock  being  mixed  Holsteins,  Guernseys  and  Jer¬ 
seys.  He  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  the  Mystic  Workers.  Mr.  Unbe¬ 
haun  was  married  Jan.  8,  1908,  to  Bertha  Wanless,  who  was  born  in  Marshal, 
Richland  County,  Wisconsin,  Nov.  2,  1889,  daughter  of  William  and  Florence 
(Gayman)  Wanless,  and  died  April  5,  1917,  since  which  time  her  husband  has 
managed  her  estate  as  executor  under  her  will.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Unbehaun  had 
three  children.  Dalbert  George,  a  bright  boy,  who  much  resembles  his  mother, 
was  born  Feb.  22,  1909.  Alvina  was  born  Nov.  5,  1910,  is  doing  well  with  her 
studies,  and  is  the  sunshine  of  the  home.  Another  child  died  in  infancy.  Mrs. 
Unbehaun  was  the  third  of  seven  children;  Bessie,  Roy,  Bertha,  Frank,  Her¬ 
man,  Archie  and  Eva.  Bessie  married  William  Rice  of  Richland  County,  and 
they  have  three  children:  Gaylord,  Gerald  and  Lethe.  Roy  is  a  farmer  of 
Clark  County.  Frank  married  Jennie  Patch,  lives  in  Richland  County,  and 
has  two  children,  Gayman  and  Marieta.  Herman,  who  was  an  artilleryman  in 
the  World  War,  is  studying  dentistry  at  the  Marquette  College,  Milwaukee. 
Archie  lives  in  Clark  County.  Eva  lives  with  her  parents.  She  is  a  graduate 
of  the  high  school  at  Richland  Center. 

Leslie  James  Phillips,  M.  D.,  first  lieutenant  in  the  Medical  Corps  of  the 
American  Expeditionary  Force  in  France,  who  gave  his  life  on  his  country’s 
altar,  was  born  in  Menomonie,  June  25,  1888,  son  of  Jerome  C.  and  Rosalie 
(Cowing)  Phillips,  who  brought  him  to  Chetek  when  he  was  a  child.  He  passed 
through  the  public  schools  here,  graduated  from  the  Menomonie  High  School 
in  1908,  and  after  due  preparation  entered  Queen’s  University  at  Kingston, 
Canada,  where  he  received  his  medical  degree.  With  this  preparation  he 
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started  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Weyerhauser,  in  this  state.  He  offered 
his  services  to  the  government,  and  on  Aug.  27,  1917,  was  sent  to  the  Medical 
Officers  Training  School  at  Fort  Riley,  Kansas.  For  a  time  he  trained  with 
the  132nd  Infantry,  but  later  was  assigned  to  the  132nd  Ambulance  Corps, 
108th  Sanitary  Train,  33rd  Division,  with  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant.  He  was 
on  duty  during  the  winter  at  Camp  Logan,  Houston,  Texas,  where  he  had  a 
strenuous  time  by  reason  of  the  prevailing  epidemic.  During  this  time  his 
wife  and  two  little  girls  spent  a  few  weeks  at  Houston,  and  were  able  to  see 
him  twice  a  week.  From  Texas  he  was  sent  to  Camp  Merritt,  N.  J.,  for  over¬ 
sees  equipment,  and  to  Camp  Mills,  R.  I.,  for  embarkation.  He  left  the  United 
States  June  3,  1918,  on  the  U.  S.  S.  “Arabic”.  He  duly  reached  France,  and 
was  stationed  at  Rongeaux,  Pagny,  Toul  and  Fleury-sur-Aisne,  and  took  part 
in  the  St.  Mihiel  drive  and  in  the  Argonne  offensive.  He  was  cited  for  bravery 
and  recommended  for  the  D.  S.  medal.  Oct.  8,  1918,  he  was  taken  ill  with  in¬ 
fluenza  which  developed  into  pneumonia,  and  he  died  Oct.  13,  1918.  He  was 
first  laid  to  rest  in  a  little  cemetery  near  the  hospital  at  Fleury-sur-Aisne,  and 
on  May  20,  1919,  removed  to  the  National  Cemetery  at  Romagne,  France.  Just 
before  he  went  to  sleep  he  told  the  chaplain  that  he  was  ready  to  go,  and  only 
regretted  the  sadness  of  his  dear  ones.  He  had  been  recommended  for  cap¬ 
taincy,  but  his  sudden  death  deprived  him  from  receiving  his  commission.  Dr. 
Phillips  married  Elizabeth  V.  Norwood,  of  New  York  City,  and  to  this  union 
there  were  born  two  daughters,  Mary  Elizabeth  and  Jeanne  Rosalie.  Dr. 
Phillips  kept  a  diary  which  is  now  in  the  possession  of  the  family.  Following 
are  some  extracts  therefrom,  selected  for  publication  by  his  father:  June  4, 
1918.  All  ordered  below  decks  as  we  left  the  docks,  until  ship  was  off  Fort 
Hamilton,  but  got  a  few  peeps.  When  I  came  on  deck  I  had  a  peculiar  feeling 
at  seeing  home  fading  behind.  Passed  submarine  and  saw  many  chasers  and 
a  captive  balloon  off  Fort  Hamilton.  Were  very  well  convoyed  by  hydroplanes, 
dirigibles,  torpedo  boats  and  chasers.  The  Arabic  is  a  fine  boat,  easy  rider. 
With  us  are  the  Leviathan,  Baltic  and  others.  Red  Cross  and  “Y”  men  aboard, 
also  several  notables.  June  9,  1918.  Sunday  and  raining.  We  buried  the 
ship’s  printer  at  sea  at  8  a.  m.  Saw  ceremony  from  aft  deck.  Sewn  in  canvas 
on  platform  on  rail  and  covered  with  English  flag.  Service  was  read,  platform 
was  raised,  and  the  printer  started  for  the  “locker  of  Davy  Jones”  of  nautical 
fame.  Usual  day  though  very  lonely.  Wish  all  the  time  I  could  have  my  girls 
along.  Rougeaux,  France,  Aug.  14,  1918.  Up  from  3  to  4  a.  m.  Loud  tearing 
around  of  Boche  planes — sky  full  of  search  lights — few  faint  explosions — 
Boche  routed  by  allied  planes.  Slept  till  7  a.  m.  Sanitation  work  both  a.  m. 
and  p.  m.  Aug.  20,  1918.  Signed  pay  voucher — hurrah.  Started  8  a.  m.  in 
bus  for  Langres — arrived  at  9:05  a.  m.  Went  to  Hospital  No.  24  on  business. 
Bought  kodak  and  shopped.  Then  visited  Cathedral  of  St.  Mormas,  a  magni¬ 
ficent  place.  Later  spent  three  wonderful  hours  in  the  museum.  All  kinds  of 
curios  from  500  B.  C.  to  date,  Gallic,  Vandal,  Goth,  Roman,  Moorish,  French. 
Magnificent  paintings.  Only  fly  in  my  ointment  was,  the  one  person  to  enjoy 
it  wasn’t  there.  Sept.  12,  1918.  Wakened  early  by  continuous  firing.  Sixteen 
doctors,  30  nurses  and  66  men  arrived.  Am  now  out  of  the  office  and  am 
anaesthetist  in  a  night  surgical  team,  8  p.  m.  to  8  a.  m.  We  are  now  con¬ 
sidered  some  of  the  old  guard,  eat  at  a  regular  place  instead  of  Junior  Officers’ 
mess.  Patients  started  coming  at  7  a.  m.  and  soon  were  coming  in  regular 
streams.  Am  giving  dope.  Three  with  last  case  at  7 :40  a.  m.,  breakfast,  then 
bed.  Eight  hundred  patients  now  in.  Sept.  22,  1918.  Will  have  to  cut  short 
diary  from  now  on.  The  drive  is  on  and  we  are  being  worked  to  death.  The 
bravery  and  courage  of  the  poor  lads  coming  in  so  shot  to  pieces  more  than 
repays  us  for  our  weariness  in  working  over  them. 

Jerome  C.  Phillips,  superintendent  of  the  Chetek  Light  and  Power  Co., 
was  born  in  Jefferson  County,  Wisconsin,  Dec.  2,  1866,  son  of  Hubbard  and 
Lois  (Bemis)  Phillips,  natives  respectively  of  Vermont  and  New  York,  who 
came  west  in  1848,  and  settled  in  Jefferson  County,  Wis.,  where  the  father 
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worked  as  a  blacksmith  at  Milford,  going  from  there  in  1865  to  Wabasha 
County,  Minnesota,  and  in  1867  settling  in  Dunn  County,  this  state,  where  they 
spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  Jerome  C.  remained  with  his  parents  as  a 
youth,  and  attended  the  graded  and  high  schools  as  opportunity  afforded.  His 
first  employment  was  with  the  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.,  in  their  office  and  store 
at  Menomonie,  this  state.  In  1893  he  came  to  Chetek  to  take  charge  of  their 
store  and  other  business  here.  The  mills,  waterpowers  and  flowage  rights  of 
the  company  were  sold  to  the  Wisconsin  Power  Co.,  in  1903,  and  Mr.  Phillips 
continued  with  the  new  concern.  In  1910  he  became  an  accountant  for  the 
Chetek  Lumber  Supply  Co.  Three  years  later  he  took  a  year’s  vacation,  spend¬ 
ing  a  part  of  the  time  in  California.  Upon  his  return  to  Chetek,  he  took  up 
general  accounting  for  several  concerns  including  the  Farmers  &  Merchants 
Bank.  In  August,  1918,  with  K.  Rosholt  and  A.  T.  Galby,  he  took  over  the  Che¬ 
tek  Light  and  Power  Co.  from  W.  J.  and  I.  R.  Gavin,  and  became  superintendent 
of  the  plant.  He  is  not  now  a  member  of  the  company,  but  still  retains  his 
position  as  manager.  He  is  a  solid  man  of  the  community,  is  capable  in  his 
position,  and  is  well  liked  in  the  community.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Blue  Lodge  of  the  Masons.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  Mr.  Phillips  was  married  April  30,  1879,  to  Rosalie  Cowing,  who  was 
born  in  Allegheny  County,  New  York,  Jan.  13,  1860,  daughter  of  James  R.  and 
Margaret  (Isted)  Cowing.  James  R.  Cowing  brought  his  family  west  in  the 
middle  sixties,  and  was  for  many  years  employed  by  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  at 
Menomonie.  He  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War.  In  the  family  there  were 
ten  children.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Phillips  have  had  two  children.  Ruth  was  born  in 
Menomonie,  Nov.  11,  1880,  and  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  W.  G.  Malcolm  of  Chetek. 
Leslie  James  was  born  June  25,  1888,  became  a  physician  and  surgeon,  joined 
the  national  forces  and  died  in  France  Oct.  13,  1918. 

John  Jabez  Donaldson,  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  and  for  many  years  an 
honored  and  respected  citizen  of  Section  3,  Chetek  Township,  was  born  in  a 
log  house  in  Dane  County,  this  state,  Nov.  18,  1848,  the  son  of  Benjamin  and 
Mary  Alice  (Miller)  Donaldson.  The  parents  were  born  in  Vermont,  and  were 
there  married.  They  came  west  as  young  people  in  1844,  and  located  in  Dane 
County,  Wisconsin.  Four  children  were  born:  Mary  Alice,  John  J.,  Louisa 
and  Ida  May.  Mary  Alice  died,  followed  to  the  great  beyond  by  the  mother. 
Later  the  father  married  Rosetta  Barcume  Macdonald,  the  widow  of  Joseph 
Macdonald,  by  whom  she  has  three  sons,  William,  Milton  and  Miles.  To  Mr. 
Donaldson  she  bore  four  children:  Alice,  Celia,  Rosa  and  Flora.  From  Dane 
County  in  1864,  the  family  came  to  Chippewa  County,  and  located  on  a  tract  of 
wild  land.  To  the  immediate  north  of  them,  the  only  neighbors  were  at  the 
Fox  settlement,  so  called,  and  their  home  was  established  in  the  midst  of  a 
wilderness.  There  they  underwent  many  hardships  and  privations.  But  they 
were  a  large  family,  and  had  each  other  for  company  and  help;  they  were  es¬ 
tablishing  for  themselves  a  home,  and  while  getting  along  the  best  they  could, 
they  were  looking  forward  to  the  time  when  their  hard  work  should  result  in 
prosperity  and  comfort.  After  a  long  and  useful  life,  the  father  died  in  1888. 
John  J.  was  educated  in  Dane  County,  and  was  reared  to  farm  work.  In  1863 
he  enlisted  for  service  in  the  Civil  War,  and  was  assigned  to  Co.  I,  11th  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Volunteer  Infantry.  He  took  part  in  several  skirmishes,  was  cap¬ 
tured  in  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness,  and  was  confined  in  the  Andersonville 
and  Florence  prisons  for  seven  months  and  one  day,  being  parolled  on  Dec. 
6,  1864.  He  then  joined  his  family  in  Chippewa  County,  from  which  county, 
in  the  same  year,  he  made  his  first  visit  to  Barron  County  to  see  his  sister, 
Louise,  who  was  working  for  F.  Perkins,  who  had  charge  of  a  small  water¬ 
power  mill,  located  a  few  miles  below  the  present  city  of  Barron.  Then  he  took 
a  homestead  in  Chippewa  County,  and  there  farmed  for  many  years.  In  1886 
he  came  to  Barron  County,  and  bought  his  present  tract  of  80  acres  in  Section 
3,  Chetek  Township.  Thirty  acres  had  been  broken,  but  no  buildings  had  been 
erected.  Here  he  started  farming.  His  family  lived  in  a  board  shanty,  and 


Digitized  by 


958 


HISTORY  OF  BARRON  COUNTY 


his  live  stock  consisted  of  a  horse  team  and  a  cow.  At  first  there  were  many 
difficulties  to  overcome,  but  in  time  they  have  achieved  prosperity  and  success. 
He  has  a  comfortable  home,  noted  for  its  good  cheer  and  hospitality,  a  commo¬ 
dious  barn  and  other  good  buildings.  Here  he  carries  on  general  farming  and 
dairying  on  a  profitable  scale.  Mr.  Donaldson  has  considerable  influence  on 
public  affairs,  but  has  never  cared  to  serve  in  public  office,  though  for  fifteen 
years  he  did  most  excellent  work  as  a  member  of  the  school  board.  He  was 
married  Nov.  30,  1872,  to  Laura  Toycen,  who  was  born  in  Winnebago  County, 
this  state,  daughter  of  Sven  and  Catherine  (Larson)  Toycen,  natives  of  Nor¬ 
way,  who  were  married  in  that  country,  came  to  the  United  States  in  the 
spring  of  1849,  the  trip  aboard  a  sailing  boat  lasting  six  weeks,  and  located 
first  in  Fond  du  Lac  County,  Wisconsin,  then  in  Winnebago  County,  and  in 
1866  in  Dunn  County,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  Mr.  Toy¬ 
cen  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  having  enlisted  at  the  last  call,  in  February, 
1865,  in  Company  A.,  47th  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  served  until  the 
close  of  the  war.  He  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  ten  children:  Torger, 
Louis  Edward,  Julia,  Charles  0.,  Laura  A.,  John  O.,  Josephine  S.,  Oscar, 
Adina  A.  and  Stephen,  all  of  whom  came  to  America.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Donaldson 
are  the  parents  of  ten  children:  Charles  D.,  Mary  Alice  and  Flora  Adelaide, 
born  in  Dunn  County;  Mabel  Josephine,  John  Patrick  and  Sibyl  Catherine 
(deceased),  born  in  Chippewa  County;  and  Minerva  Beatrice,  Laura  Louise, 
Gertrude  Viola  and  Grace  Muriel,  born  in  Barron  County.  Charles  D.  was 
born  Dec.  15,  1873;  Mary  A.,  Feb.  15,  1876;  Mabel  J.,  Feb.  17,  1878;  John  P., 
March  2,  1880;  Sibyl  C.,  June  23,  1882  (died  Oct.  5,  1917);  Flora  A.,  Dec.  7, 
1885;  Minerva  B.,  April  16,  1889;  Laura  L.,  June  23,  1891;  Gertrude  V.,  March 
15,  1894;  and  Grace  M.,  Nov.  3,  1898. 

Robert  M.  Post,  D.  D.  Sn  a  rising  young  dental  practitioner  of  Chetek 
opened  his  office  here  in  1918,  and  has  been  successful  from  the  start.  He  is 
skilled  and  well  trained,  and  keeps  well  abreast  of  the  latest  discoveries  in  his 
profession  by  deep  reading  and  study.  His  office  and  laboratory  are  well 
equipped.  Dr.  Post  was  born  in  Alfred,  Allegheny  County,  New  York,  Sept.  29, 
1894,  son  of  Charles  M.  and  Dolly  (Maxon)  Post.  The  father  was  born  in 
Chicago,  and  after  due  preliminary  education  took  up  medicine  and  duly  re¬ 
ceived  his  degree.  From  Chicago  he  went  to  Wisconsin,  and  thence  to  New 
York  state.  He  lost  his  wife  in  1903,  and  later  went  to  Washington  state.  He 
died  in  Barron  in  1908  while  visiting  there.  He  left  two  children:  Helen, 
wife  of  H.  M.  Place,  of  Monroe,  Wis.,  and  Robert  M.,  dentist  of  Chetek.  Robert 
M.  was  taken  by  his  father  from  New  York  to  Colfax,  Wash.,  and  there  com¬ 
pleted  his  graded  studies.  His  high  school  education  was  received  flrst  in 
Barron,  this  county,  then  in  Newton,  Mass.,  then  in  Menomonie,  this  state, 
and  then  again  in  Barron,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1913.  Then  he  entered 
the  Stout  Institute  at  Menomonie,  and  was  graduated  in  1915.  With  this  prep¬ 
aration  he  matriculated  in  the  dental  department  of  the  Northwestern  Uni¬ 
versity  at  Chicago,  where  he  received  his  degree.  After  a  few  months  at  Cam¬ 
eron,  in  this  county,  he  came  to  Chetek,  and  opened  his  present  office.  Dr. 
Post  was  married  March  2,  1918,  at  Chetek,  to  Charlotte  Museus,  daughter  of 
C.  F.  and  Alice  (Johnson)  Museus,  the  former  of  whom  is  a  retired  merchant 
of  Chetek.  Mrs.  Post  was  born  in  1894  and  was  educated  in  the  Chetek  schools 
and  in  the  Stout  Institute  at  Menomonie.  Dr.  Post  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity. 

Andrew  Olson,  for  many  years  a  business  man  of  Chetek,  and  at  one  time 
proprietor  of  Hotel  Douglas,  in  that  city,  was  a  successful  man,  conservative 
and  solid  in  business,  and  his  death  was  sincerely  mourned.  He  was  jovial 
and  genial,  he  was  friendly  and  sympathetic,  he  loved  children  and  animals, 
and  was  especially  fond  of  good  horses.  He  was  ever  ready  to  do  a  kindly 
deed,  and  his  benefactions  were  many.  He  was  born  in  Trondhjem,  Norway, 
Oct.  16,  1844,  the  son  of  Ole  and  Irene  Olson,  and  was  there  reared  and  edu¬ 
cated.  As  a  young  man  he  married.  In  the  seventies  he  came  to  America  and 
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entered  the  employ  of  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.,  at  Menomonie,  Wis.,  alternating  be¬ 
tween  their  yards,  sawmill  and  store.  His  wife  died  in  Norway  soon  after  he 
came  here.  His  daughter,  Gusta,  preferred  to  stay  in  that  country,  but  a 
son,  Olaf,  and  a  daughter,  Martha,  joined  their  father  here.  Olaf  later  went 
back  to  Norway  again,  but  Martha  remained  here  and  married*  Jack  Johnson, 
a  farmer  of  Chetek  Township.  All  three  children  are  now  dead.  About  1882 
Mr.  Olson  came  to  Chetek,  and  opened  a  place  of  refreshment  which  he  con¬ 
ducted  until  1910.  He  then  conducted  the  Hotel  Douglas,  with  the  assistance 
of  his  wife,  until  his  lamented  death,  Sept.  5,  1917.  Mr.  Olson  was  married  in 
Chetek,  June  12,  1883,  to  Bertha  Kathrena  Jensen,  born  in  Denmark,  June  28, 
1863,  daughter  of  Nels  and  Mary  (Peterson)  Jensen,  pioneers,  who  came  to  this 
county  from  Denmark  in  the  seventies,  and  took  a  homestead  of  160  acres  of 
wild  land  at  Moosear,  Chetek  Township,  where  they  farmed  for  many  years, 
until  1900  when  they  moved  to  the  city  of  Chetek.  The  mother  died  and  the 
father  married  again.  He  died  at  Nina,  Winnebago  County,  this  state,  in  1917, 
and  she  died  in  1920.  Nels  and  Mary  Jensen  were  the  parents  of  five  children. 
Sophia  is  now  Mrs.  J.  Jarvis  of  California.  Hans  is  operating  a  sawmill  near 
Bloomer,  Wis.,  and  has  a  farm  in  Chetek  Township.  Minnie  is  dead.  She  was 
the  wife  of  Fred  Hanson,  music  dealer  of  Chetek.  James  is  a  carpenter  in 
Minneapolis.  Bertha  Kathrena  is  the  widow  of  Andrew  Olson.  Mrs.  Olson 
proved  a  loyal  helpmate  and  loving  and  understanding  mother.  She  shared 
her  husband’s  genial  and  helpful  temperament,  and  has  delighted  in  making 
her  home  a  center  of  hospitality  for  her  friends  and  her  husband’s  friends,  and 
for  the  friends  of  her  children  from  early  childhood  up.  She  is  a  most  esti¬ 
mable  woman,  and  is  highly  regarded  by  all  who  knew  her,  as  well  as  adored 
by  her  family.  Mr.  and  Mrs..  Olson  had  eight  children :  Elmer,  Arden,  Claude, 
Dewey  Carlisle,  Lucille,  Violet  and  Rex.  Elmer,  a  veteran  of  the  World  War, 
was  born  in  1890,  and  is  now  manager  of  an  automobile  and  concrete  supply 
house  in  Superior,  Wis.  He  married  Lottie  Gisin  and  has  one  son,  William 
Leroy.  Arden  was  born  in  1896  and  lives  at  home.  Claude  Douglas,  a  vet¬ 
eran  of  the  World  War,  was  born  in  1897,  and  is  manager  for  the  Barron 
County  Canning  and  Pickling  Co.  of  Chetek.  He  married  Margaret  Thompson 
of  Rice  Lake.  Dewey  Carlisle  was  born  in  1900.  He  has  been  employed  on  the 
Great  Lakes,  and  is  now  a  local  restaurant  man.  Lucille  was  born  in  1903 
and  is  also  employed  in  a  restaurant.  Violet,  the  youngest  daughter,  born  in 
1904,  and  Rex,  the  youngest  of  the  family,  a  bright  boy,  born  Jan.  3,  1907,  are 
both  doing  well  with  their  studies  in  the  high  school.  Elmer  Olson  was  in¬ 
ducted  into  the  United  States  service  at  Superior,  Wis.,  in  June,  1918,  and 
was  first  trained  at  Camp  Grant,  Illinois.  Then  he  was  sent  to  Camp  Mills, 
New  York,  where  he  trained  with  the  332nd  Machine  Gun  Battalion.  He 
sailed  for  France,  Sept.  12,  1918,  and  upon  his  arrival  was  assigned  to  reserve 
duty  back  of  the  first  line  trenches  at  various  points.  At  Chaumont  he  was 
several  weeks  at  General  Pershing’s  headquarters.  Upon  his  return  to  the 
states  he  reached  New  York  Dec.  24,  1918,  and  was  discharged  at  Camp  Grant 
in  January,  1919.  Claude  D.  Olson  was  inducted  into  the  United  States  service 
at  Chetek,  April  28,  1918,  and  was  sent  to  Camp  Grant,  Illinois.  From  there, 
June  4,  he  was  sent  to  Camp  Mills,  L.  I.,  N.  Y.  June  13  he  set  sail  from  New 
York,  joined  a  convoy  at  Halifax,  N.  S.,  reached  England  June  30,  and  France 
three  days  later.  He  was  attached  to  the  radio  corps  of  the  89th  Division. 
From  July  13  to  July  24,  he  was  in  the  reserves  in  the  third  line.  He  took 
part  in  the  St.  Mihiel  drive,  and  was  gassed  Sept.  4,  being  in  a  hospital  from 
then  until  Feb.  1,  with  the  exception  of  four  days  when  he  was  out  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  the  Armistice  Day  celebration.  He  was  then  assigned  to  the  Army  of 
Occupation.  May  16,  1919  he  sailed  from  Brest,  was  detained  for  a  while  at 
Camp  Upton,  L.  I.,  N.  Y.,  and  was  discharged  at  Camp  Grant,  June  6,  1919. 

Sheldon  P.  McIntyre,  formerly  of  the  firm  of  Knight  &  McIntyre,  black¬ 
smiths,  wagon  makers  and  iron  workers  of  Chetek,  was  born  near  Randolph, 
Catteraugus  County,  New  York,  May  6,  1846,  son  of  Henry  A.  and  Mary  Jane 
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(Miles)  McIntyre.  Henry  A.  McIntyre  was  born  in  Scotland,  came  to  the 
United  States  at  thirteen  years  of  age,  and  became  a  farmer  in  New  York 
state.  His  wife  was  a  native  of  that  state.  There  they  spent  the  remainder 
of  their  days.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven  children :  Sheldon  P. ;  Melissa, 
who  married  Clinton  Hicks  and  is  now  dead ;  Charles  H.,  who  is  an  oil  operator 
at  Tidoute,  Warren  County,  Pennsylvania;  Priscilla,  who  is  dead;  W.  F.,  a 
blacksmith  in  Tidoute;  Douglas,  who  is  now  in  California,  and  who  married 
first  Elizabeth  Carson  and  then  Emma  White;  and  James  Jackson,  an  oil 
operator  at  Tidoute,  Pa.  Sheldon  P.  was  reared  in  his  native  state.  In  1863 
as  a  youth  of  eighteen,  he  enlisted  at  Elicottville,  Catteraugus  County,  New 
York,  in  the  Second  New  York  Mounted  Riflemen,  and  served  until  the  end 
of  the  conflict.  He  was  in  the  Burnside  Corps  under  Grant,  in  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac.  He  fought  in  the  Wilderness,  at  Spottsyl vania  Courthouse,  Cold 
Harbor,  North  Anna  River,  and  twice  at  Petersburg.  July  30,  1864,  he  was 
present  at  the  springing  of  the  mine  and  the  blowing  up  of  the  fort  there,  and 
took  part  in  the  vigorous  assault  which  followed.  In  that  same  year  his  com¬ 
pany  was  dismounted  and  used  as  infantry,  but  on  Aug.  20  was  mounted  again, 
and  assigned  to  Sheridan’s  army.  Toward  the  end  of  the  war  the  company  was 
assigned  to  scout  duty.  Later  it  was  detailed  to  guard  the  government  stores 
at  City  Point,  Va.  The  company  took  part  in  the  Grand  Review  at  Wash¬ 
ington  and  was  mustered  out  June  13,  1865.  Then  Mr.  McIntyre  returned 
to  his  parents’  farm  near  Randolph,  N.  Y.,  and  resumed  farm  work.  Late  that 
fall  he  went  to  Tidoute,  Pa.,  and  with  headquarters  there  worked  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  and  West  Virginia,  drilling  wells  and  blacksmithing.  He  came  to  Barron 
County  in  1895,  and  located  in  Chetek.  For  the  next  twenty-five  years  he 
divided  his  time  between  lumbering  and  blacksmithing.  In  the  fall  of  1920  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  his  nephew,  D.  W.  Knight.  He  retired  April  1,  1921. 
He  is  the  commander  of  the  Albert  Weatherby  Post,  No.  128,  G.  A.  R.,  of 
Chetek,  having  served  for  the  past  eight  years.  Mr.  McIntyre  was  married 
at  Tidoute,  Pa.,  Dec.  13,  1869,  to  Eliza  Jane  Walker,  who  was  born  at  Meade- 
ville.  Pa.,  July  10,  1847,  daughter  of  Aaron  and  Abigail  (Preston)  Walker,  of 
that  place.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  two  children.  Alfred  E.  (“Allie”) 
was  born  March  25,  1871,  and  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  months.  Harry  lives 
in  Dallas,  this  county,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the  automobile  and  machinery 
business.  He  has  three  children.  An  adopted  daughter,  Della  May,  married 
Charles  Paul,  lives  in  Sheffield,  Pa.  and  has  five  children,  Harrison  E.,  Earl, 
Jerome,  May  and  an  unnamed  infant.  Mrs.  McIntyre  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Chauncey  Weeks  was  born  in  Baraboo,  Wis.,  son  of  Erving  James  and 
Sarah  (Wicks)  Weeks,  who  were  born  in  New  York  state,  came  to  Wisconsin  in 
pioneer  days,  and  homesteaded  land  near  Twin  Lakes,  Chippewa  County,  and 
there  farmed  for  many  years,  until  their  death,  the  father  living  until  Feb. 
10,  1920,  when  he  died  at  Bloomer,  Wis.,  at  the  unusual  age  of  ninety-seven. 
The  family  is  an  old  one.  In  colonial  times  the  great  grandfather  moved  into 
the  Wyoming  valley  in  Pennsylvania.  He  was  there  killed  in  the  great  Indian 
massacre,  but  his  wife  and  three  children,  two  of  them  baby  twins,  escaped. 
Chauncey  Weeks  was  married  in  Wisconsin  to  Elizabeth  Gibson,  a  native  of  New 
Jersey.  They  moved  to  a  farm  near  Aberdeen,  S.  D.,  then  moved  to  Twin  Lakes, 
Chippewa  County,  this  state,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  45  years  as  the  result 
of  an  accident  received  two  years  previous.  His  wife  now  lives  in  Chetek,  in  this 
county.  In  the  family  there  were  six  children.  May,  Ida,  Maude,  Florence,  Clara 
Belle  and  Mayme.  May  died  in  infancy.  Ida  married  D.  W.  Mair,  of  Chetek,  and 
died  leaving  a  daughter,  Gladys,  also  now  deceased.  Maude  married  James 
Mair,  a  brother  of  D.  W.  Mair,  and  has  three  children,  Hugh,  Vernice  and  Dorris. 
Florence  married  John  Cox,  a  lumberman  of  Weyerhauser,  Wis.,  and  has  four 
children:  Harold,  Merl,  Elizabeth  and  Florence.  Belle  is  the  wife  of  Basil 
Bailey  Banks  of  Chetek,  and  has  three  children,  Burl,  James  Chauncey  and 
Anna  Belle.  Mayme  is  the  wife  of  Arthur  Moe,  who  farms  south  of  Chetek, 
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and  they  have  three  children,  Jean,  Barnard  and  Frederick.  It  is  interesting  to 
note  that  the  Weeks  family  has  been  represented  in  every  important  war  in 
which  the  United  States  has  engaged,  from  the  Revolutionary  War  to  the 
World  War. 

Edward  James  Banks,  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  pioneer  of  Chetek,  and 
one  time  owner  of  the  property  on  which  the  part  of  Chetek  City  known  as 
Bank's  Addition  is  platted,  was  a  native  of  this  state  and  of  pioneer  blood, 
born  near  Richland  Center,  Richland  County,  of  remote  English  ancestry.  He 
was  reared  to  farm  life,  and  came  to  Barron  County  in  1870,  where  he  took 
a  homestead  of  160  acres  of  wild  land  on  the  eastern  outskirts  of  the  present 
city  of  Chetek.  Subsequently  he  added  80  acres  more.  With  this  beginning 
he  developed  a  good  farm,  well  equipped  with  buildings,  tools,  implements, 
machinery  and  stock.  After  a  long  and  useful  life  he  died  Feb.  22,  1916. 
Mr.  Banks  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War.  He  enlisted  in  1861,  in  the  19th 
Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry  and  served  until  1866.  He  was  in  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac,  and  participated  in  a  number  of  heroic  conflicts,  including  the 
battle  of  Fredericksburg.  For  some  months  he  was  in  the  hospital  as  the 
result  of  an  attack  of  typhoid  fever.  Mr.  Banks  was  married  as  a  young  man 
to  Alfretta  Hortense  Bailey  of  Richland  County,  Wisconsin,  and  of  English- 
Scotch  ancestry.  She  is  now  living  in  Chetek.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Banks  had  five 
children:  Josephine  is  the  wife  of  E.  E.  Brown,  formerly  a  steamboat  man, 
now  living  retired  in  Chetek.  Basil  B.  is  a  business  man  of  Chetek.  Three 
died  in  infancy. 

Basil  Bailey  Banks,  proprietor  of  Pokegema  Inn,  near  Chetek,  was  born  in 
Chetek  Township,  Nov.  12,  1886,  the  son  of  Edward  James  and  Alfretta  Hor¬ 
tense  (Bailey)  Banks.  He  was  reared  on  the  farm  and  attended  the  district 
schools,  finishing  with  a  course  in  the  Chetek  High  School.  For  a  while  he 
operated  his  father’s  farm,  and  for  a  while  he  clerked  in  the  Farmers’  store 
in  Chetek.  In  1917  he  learned  the  baker’s  trade,  an  then  opened  a  bakery  in 
connection  with  which  he  also  conducted  a  restaurant.  He  built  up  a  good 
trade,  and  won  the  confidence  and  respect  of  his  fellowmen.  In  1921,  he  dis¬ 
posed  of  the  bakery  and  restaurant,  and  purchased  the  property  known  as  the 
Pokegema  Inn,  near  the  confluence  of  Lake  Chetek  and  Lake  Pokegema.  Here 
he  likewise  has  met  with  popular  favor,  and  is  conducting  a  first  class  place. 
In  addition  to  his  business,  he  owns  the  home  farm,  a  good  residence,  and  a 
cottage  on  Lake  Chetek.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmer’s  Co-Operative 
Store,  the  Chetek  Co-Operative  Creamery  and  the  Chetek  Auto  Company.  As 
a  business  man  he  is  active  in  Chetek  Community  Club.  Mr.  Banks  was  mar¬ 
ried  Jan.  81,  1906,  to  Clara  Belle  Weeks,  who  was  born  in  Aberdeen,  S.  D., 
Aug.  8,  1887,  daughter  of  Chauncey  and  Mary  Elizabeth  (Gibson)  Weeks. 
This  union  has  been  blessed  with  three  children,  Burl,  James  Chauncey  and 
Anna  Belle.  Burl  was  born  Jan.  14,  1907;  James  Chauncey  was  born  Jan.  15, 
1910;  and  Anna  Belle  was  born  Oct.  14,  1916. 

Joseph  Hurst,  the  pioneer,  was  born  in  England,  and  after  coming  to  this 
country  settled  near  Augusta,  Wis.  He  came  to  Chetek  in  1884,  when  it  was 
a  small  hamlet,  and  with  his  brother-in-law,  Chas.  Horel,  established  a  hard¬ 
ware  store,  the  first  in  the  place.  About  1890  he  moved  to  Augusta,  in  this 
state.  In  1910  he  returned  to  the  place  he  had  helped  establish,  and  has  since 
been  janitor  in  the  public  schools.  He  married  Alice  Howard. 

Rasmus  Johnson  was  born  in  Denmark  and  was  there  reared  and  educated. 
As  a  young  man  he  married  Christina  Jergenson,  also  a  native  of  that  country. 
They  came  to  America  in  the  early  seventies,  and  after  a  short  time  at  Green 
Bay,  in  this  state,  went  to  Dickinson  County,  Kansas,  where  they  settled  near 
Enterprise.  At  that  time  Kansas  was  booming,  the  possibilities  were  be¬ 
lieved  to  be  better  than  in  Minnesota  and  Wisconsin,  and  settlers  were  flock¬ 
ing  there.  The  Johnsons  went  on  the  recommendation  of  Mr.  Johnson’s 
brother,  Nels,  Who  had  caught  the  “western  fever”  and  was  a  Kansas  enthu¬ 
siast.  The  father  died  there  about  1891.  The  mother  and  other  members  of 
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the  family  then  moved  to  Glenville,  Minfl.,  about  1896,  and  in  1901  came  to 
Barron  County.  The  mother  died  in  1904.  In  the  family  there  were  eight 
children:  Peter,  Hannah,  Martin,  Jorena,  Charles  E.,  Cora,  Amelia  and  Harry 
E.  Peter  married  Jane  Elliott,  died  in  Florida  in  1920,  and  left  two  sons, 
Adolphus  and  Ivo.  Hannah  married  John  Billings,  died  in  Kansas,  and  left 
four  children.  Martin  lives  at  Spooner,  Wis.,  married  Gusta  Erickson,  and 
has  six  children:  Emmerd,  Josephine,  Zelma,  Pearl,  Nina,  Maynard  and 
Vernon.  Jorena  married  Christ  Mortenson,  a  farmer  of  Dovre  Township,  this 
county,  and  has  Halvor,  Carl,  Arthur,  Elmer,  Bernard,  Mildred,  Ella  and 
Harry,  living,  and  four  deceased.  Charles  E.  is  a  business  man  of  Chetek. 
Cora  married  Ed  Stevens,  and  has  a  son,  Raymond.  Amelia  married  Hans 
Nelson,  who  farms  three  miles  south  of  Chetek,  and  they  have  one  son,  Alvin. 
Harry  E.  is  a  business  man  of  Chetek. 

Johnson  Brothers,  machinists,  Chetek,  had  its  beginning  in  1901  when 
Charles  E.  Johnson  came  from  Glenville,  Minn.,  and  opened  a  small  machine 
shop.  Harry  E.  Johnson  became  a  partner  in  1908.  In  1913  the  welding  de¬ 
partment,  the  first  in  the  county,  was  added.  The  company  does  machine  work 
and  general  repairing  and  welding,  in  charge  of  Charles  E.  Johnson.  The 
heating  and  plumbing  department  is  in  charge  of  Harry  E.  Johnson.  Charles 
E.  Johnson  owns  the  building,  and  also  an  adjoining  building  used  as  a  garage. 
The  brothers  have  built  up  a  good  business,  they  have  a  good  field,  the  work 
is  favorably  known,  and  both  stand  well  in  the  community. 

Charles  E.  Johnson,  of  the  firm  of  Johnson  Brothers,  machine  shop,  Chetek, 
was  born  near  Enterprise,  Dickinson  County,  Kansas,  March  20,  1880,  son  of 
Rasmus  and  Christina  (Jergenson)  Johnson,  the  pioneers.  He  was  reared  on 
his  native  farm  and  educated  in  that  vicinity.  About  1896  he  moved  with 
other  members  of  his  family  to  Glenville,  Minn.,  where  about  three  years  later 
he  started  a  machine  shop.  He  came  with  the  family  to  Chetek  in  1901,  and 
started  the  industry  that  has  developed  into  his  present  business.  He  is  one 
of  the  enterprising  young  men  of  the  city,  genial  and  accommodating,  and  has 
been  successful  in  his  ventures.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Chetek  Community 
Club.  He  owns  his  home  and  the  lot  adjoining  as  well  as  other  property  in  the 
city.  Mr.  Johnson  was  married  Sept.  22,  1904,  to  Bertha  Wudtke,  who  was 
born  near  Bloomer,  Wis.,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Wudtke,  the  former 
of  whom  died  when  she  was  two  years  old.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  have  three 
children:  Alfred,  born  Oct.  26,  1906;  Mabel,  born  July  16,  1907;  and  Beulah 
born  Dec.  20,  1916.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Advent  Christian  Church. 

Harry  E.  Johnson,  of  the  firm  of  Johnson  Brothers,  machine  shop,  Chetek, 
was  born  near  Enterprise,  Dickinson  County,  Kansas,  June  16,  1889,  son  of 
Rasmus  and  Christina  (Jergenson)  Johnson,  the  pioneers.  He  came  to  Glen¬ 
ville,  Minn.,  with  the  family  about  1896  and  to  Chetek  in  1901.  He  attended 
school  in  Minnesota  and  Wisconsin.  Then  he  entered  his  brother’s  shop,  and 
became  a  partner  in  1908,  taking  charge  of  the  plumbing  and  heating  depart¬ 
ment  at  which  he  is  an  expert.  He  is  a  popular  young  man  and  is  well  liked 
throughout  the  community.  He  is  an  officer  of  the  Odd  Fellows,  and  an  active 
member  of  the  Community  club.  He  and  his  family  attend  the  Advent  Chris¬ 
tian  Church.  Mr.  Johnson  was  married  in  1911  to  Lila  Hurst,  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Alice  (Howard)  Hurst.  They  have  had  three  children,  Alice,  born 
Dec.  21,  1914,  and  Howard,  born  May  19, 1919,  who  died  of  pneumonia  following 
the  influenza,  Feb.  20,  1920.  All  the  family  were  stricken,  but  the  others  re¬ 
covered.  Genevieve  lone  was  born  March  3,  1921. 

Marcelan  Watson  Hatch,  a  pioneer  of  Barron  County,  now  residing  in 
Chetek,  was  born  at  Sherbum,  Chenango  County,  New  York,  Feb.  13,  1860, 
son  of  Watson  A.  and  Amanda  Hatch.  Coming  to  Richland  County,  Wisconsin, 
with  his  parents  in  1867,  he  resided  there  until  he  was  24  years  old,  working 
on  and  later  operating  his  father’s  farm.  There  he  married  Jan.  16,  1872, 
Laura  Brooks,  daughter  of  Warren  S.  and  Mariam  (Wood)*  Brooks.  Her 
father  was  killed  in  the  Civil  War  at  Dallas,  Ga.,  May  30,  1864,  the  day  after 
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being  wounded.  He  had  come  west  from  Maine,  his  wife  coming  from  New 
York  state.  Of  an  adventurous  disposition,  he  made  the  overland  journey  to 
California  in  1867,  and  later  made  a  trip  to  Pike’s  Peak,  on  both  occasions 
seeking  his  fortune.  Mr.  Hatch,  after  his  marriage,  farmed  for  a  while  in 
Richland  County,  and  from  there  came  to  Barron  County,  taking  a  homestead 
in  Chetek  Township,  four  miles  north  of  the  city.  The  land  was  wild,  and  the 
family  underwent  all  the  experiences  of  developing  a  home  and  a  farm  in  a 
pioneer  country  thronging  with  Indians.  After  about  seven  years  he  moved 
to  Chetek  Village.  He  was  in  Barron  County  altogether  for  about  21  years. 
Then  he  went  to  River  Falls  in  Pierce  County,  this  state,  from  there  to  Door 
County,  where  he  developed  a  fruit  farm,  and  from  there  to  Taylor  County 
where  he  developed  a  dairy  farm.  Then  he  came  back  to  Barron  County  and 
engaged  in  market  gardening  and  poultry  raising  on  his  present  farm.  He  is 
widely  known  and  respected  in  town  and  county.  For  some  time  he  was  city 
assessor.  He  and  his  wife  are  of  the  Silent  Unity  faith  and  have  been  greatly 
benefitted  by  the  practice  of  its  teachings.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hatch  have  three 
children:  Warren  Gay,  Clarence  Edward  and  Bessie  M.  Warren  Gay  was 
born  in  1873,  and  died  in  boyhood.  Clarence  Edward  was  born  in  1878,  and 
served  in  France  during  the  World  War,  seeing  some  of  its  fiercest  fighting. 
He  married  Nancy  I.  Sampson  and  has  one  child,  Dorothy  M.  Bessie  M.  was 
born  in  1886,  and  is  a  proficient  school  teacher. 

Louis  Hedenstrom,  manager  of  the  Chetek  Co-Operative  Mercantile  Co.’s 
store,  was  born  at  Franconia,  Minn.,  Nov.  26,  1876,  son  of  Olaf  and  Martha 
Hedenstrom,  natives  of  Sweden,  who  upon  coming  to  America  in  the  early 
seventies  located  in  St.  Croix  Falls,  Wis.,  where  the  father  was  a  carpenter, 
later  moving  to  Franconia,  Minn.,  where  he  died  about  1887,  the  mother  later 
moving  to  Lindstrora,  Minn.,  where  she  still  lives.  Louis  Hedenstrom  attended 
the  rural  schools  of  Franconia,  and  started  in  for  himself  when  he  lost  his 
father  at  the  age  of  twelve.  He  worked  on  farms  and  in  mills  for  a  few  years, 
and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  became  a  clerk  in  a  mercantile  store.  In  1886  he 
came  to  this  county  and  entered  the  employ  of  L.  F.  Whittemore,  jeweler  at 
Barron.  He  again  entered  the  mercantile  business  in  1891,  when  he  became 
clerk  at  Barron  for  the  Berg  Brothers,  with  whom  he  remained  a  quarter  of 
a  century.  In  1916  he  engaged  in  business  for  himself  there.  He  came  to 
Chetek  in  the  spring  of  1920,  and  entered  the  employ  of  the  company  for 
whom  he  is  now  manager.  Under  his  management  the  company  is  meeting 
with  success.  He  is  thoroughly  conversant  with  the  mercantile  business,  he 
knows  how  to  buy  and  he  knows  the  needs  of  his  customers,  and  he  is  giving 
general  satisfaction  to  the  stockholders  of  the  company.  Fraternally  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Odd  Fellows,  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Modern  Wood¬ 
men.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  and  he 
has  served  as  senior  warden  of  the  parish  at  Barron.  Mr.  Hedenstrom  was 
married  June  14,  1899,  at  Barron,  to  Alma  L.  Whittemore,  daughter  of  L.  F. 
and  Minerva  (Briggs)  Whittemore,  who  came  here  from  Princeton,  Wis.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hedenstrom  have  two  daughters,  Katherine  Minerva,  born  July  11, 
1906,  and  Harriett  Louise,  born  Oct.  27,  1914. 

William  F.  Greech,  owner  of  a  potato  warehouse  at  Chetek,  was  born  in 
Chicago,  Ill.,  Feb.  4,  1867.  His  father  died  when  he  was  two  years  old,  and  in 
1871  he  accompanied  his  mother  to  Adams  County,  this  state.  Shortly  after 
their  arrival  there,  the  great  fire  of  1871  destroyed  all  his  mother’s  Chicago 
property.  He  attended  school  in  Friendship,  in  Adams  County,  and  as  a  young 
man  became  a  potato  buyer,  shipping  out  of  Cloma,  in  Waushara  County,  to 
S.  H.  Hall  of  Chicago,  then  widely  known  as  a  “potato  king.”  In  1886  Mr. 
Greech  started  his  operations  in  this  vicinity.  He  came  to  New  Auburn,  just 
over  the  line  in  Chippewa  County,  and  bought  a  farm  in  Chetek  Township, 
this  county.  He  still,  however,  continued  to  devote  his  time  largely  to  potato 
buying.  In  1900  he  came  to  Chetek  and  has  since  continued  successfully  as  a 
buyer.  He  has  a  good  warehouse,  is  a  shrewd  buyer  and  a  good  seller,  and  has 
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the  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  has  dealings.  For  the  last  fifteen  years 
he  has  shipped  mostly  to  J.  R.  Beggs  &  Co.  of  St.  Paul.  In  the  summer  he 
operated  a  cement  block  factory.  His  holdings  include  stock  in  the  Chetek 
Farmers  Co-Operative  Store.  Mr.  Greech  was  married  May  26,  1902,  at  Cam¬ 
eron,  Barron  County,  to  Etta  Adelion  Whitney,  born  in  Dovre  Township,  Bar¬ 
ron  County,  Oct.  13,  1882,  daughter  of  Charles  A.  and  Christina  (Gilbertson) 
Whitney,  the  pioneers.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Greech  have  had  two  children ;  Franklin 
Charles  and  Durward  John.  Franklin  Charles  was  born  Feb.  14,  1903,  and  is 
doing  well  at  his  studies  in  the  high  school.  Durward  John  was  born  Jan.  29, 
1906,  and  died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Greech  is  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Aid  Society.  She  is  also  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Woman’s  Relief  Corps,  the  Rebekahs,  the  Royal  Neighbors  and  the 
Mystic  Workers.  The  home  is  one  of  the  most  hospitable  in  the  community 
and  the  center  of  many  social  gatherings,  and  the  family  is  most  highly 
regarded. 

Charles  A.  Whitney,  the  pioneer,  was  born  at  Phillips,  Franklin  County, 
Maine,  in  1843,  son  of  Josiah  and  Martha  (Barber)  Whitney,  who  in  his  in¬ 
fancy  took  him  to  Walworth  County,  this  state,  and  lived  first  at  Lafayette 
and  next  at  Delavan,  later  moving  to  Tunnell  City  in  Monroe  County.  As  a 
young  man  he  learned  his  trade  as  a  carpenter  and  cabinet  maker.  At  the 
outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  he  enlisted  in  the  13th  United  States  Infantry,  and 
served  in  Missouri.  He  was  injured  in  the  chest,  and  was  discharged  for  dis¬ 
ability  in  1862.  Later  he  enlisted  in  Company  K,  30th  Wisconsin  Volunteer 
Infantry,  and  served  for  three  years  more,  mostly  in  detached  duty  on  the 
plains.  He  was  not  discharged  until  some  time  after  the  war  was  over.  Then 
he  located  at  Chippewa  Falls  in  this  state.  In  1871  he  took  a  homestead  in 
what  is  now  Dovre  Township.  The  land  was  then  wild,  the  Indians  were  still 
roaming  the  woods,  and  there  were  few  settlers  except  the  woodsmen.  Pri¬ 
vations  were  many,  comforts  were  few,  provisions  had  to  be  brought  from  a 
distance  and  it  was  a  long  journey  to  mill  to  get  grist  ground.  The  present 
site  of  Chetek  was  a  wilderness,  where  the  long  bridge  is  now  located  was  only 
a  swamp  with  a  courderoy  crossing.  Mr.  Whitney  helped  to  build  the  first 
grist  mill  here  for  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  He  developed  and  improved  the  farm, 
and  there  carried  on  general  agricultural  operations  for  many  years.  He  and 
his  wife  now  make  their  home  in  Chetek.  Mr.  Whitney  was  married,  Feb.  22, 
1871,  to  Christina  Gilbertson,  who  was  born  Aug.  25,  1863,  in  Christiana,  Nor¬ 
way,  daughter  of  Gilbert  and  Caroline  (Anderson)  Gilbertson,  the  former  of 
whom  died  in  Norway  in  1866,  and  the  latter  of  whom  came  to  this  country 
and  died  in  1900.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whitney  have  had  four  children.  William 
died  at  the  age  of  12  years.  Antoine  lives  in  Brill.  Caroline  is  the  wife  of 
Mark  Bates  of  Oronoco,  Minn.  Etta  Adelion  is  the  wife  of  William  F.  Greer. 

Thomas  E.  Gotham,  now  deceased,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Barron  County, 
was  a  substantial,  representative  citizen,  who  took  his  part  in  the  development 
of  the  agricultural  interests  of  the  community,  and  who  was  a  real  influence 
for  good  throughout  the  neighborhood.  He  was  a  man  of  pleasing  personality, 
of  genial  temperament,  and  of  upright  character,  and  one  who  had  the  faculty 
of  making  and  keeping  friends.  His  memory  will  long  be  cherished  by  all 
with  whom  he  came  in  contact.  He  was  born  at  Clayton,  N.  Y.,  about  1847,  son 
of  John  and  Pamelia  (Slate)  Gotham.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  came  west,  and 
after  living  in  Michigan  for  a  year,  came  to  Wisconsin,  and  settled  near  Sex- 
tonville,  in  Richland  County.  He  came  to  Chetek  in  1872,  and  took  a  home¬ 
stead  in  Section  32,  about  half  a  mile  south  of  the  present  city.  The  settlement 
was  then  represented  by  a  few  crude  buildings,  and  Mr.  Gotham  watched  it 
grow  from  that  to  a  flourishing  trading  center.  On  his  homestead  he  cleared 
100  acres,  erected  a  good  frame  house  and  other  buildings,  and  fro(n  time  to 
time  continued  the  improvements.  When  the  “Omaha”  line  was  put  through, 
the  right-of-way  cut  off  some  three  or  four  acres  of  the  farm,  and  Mr.  Gotham 
sold  the  company  enough  more  to  make  ten  acres.  For  a  time,  Mr.  Gotham 
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was  a  valued  member  of  the  town  board.  He  assisted  in  starting  the  Barron 
County  Fair  Association,  and  was  one  of  its  charter  members  and  stock¬ 
holders.  He  also  served  on  numerous  delegations  and  committees,  and  in  every 
way  did  his  part  in  life  as  a  Christian  gentleman,  a  loving  husband  and  father, 
and  a  good  citizen  and  loyal  friend.  After  his  death,  Feb.  9,  1888,  his  wife 
and  sons  have  continued  the  improvement  of  the  farm.  About  120  acres  of 
the  farm  are  under  the  plow  and  about  30  in  timberland  and  pasture  land.  The 
barn,  which  was  struck  by  lightning  in  1912,  was  replaced  by  the  present  ade¬ 
quate  structure.  A  swine  house  and  granary  have  also  been  added  to  the 
other  buildings.  Mr.  Gotham  was  married  Sept.  20,  1872,  to  Mary  Alzada 
Banks,  daughter  of  James  and  Comfort  (Sexton)  Banks.  This  union  has  been 
blessed  with  five  children:  John  Edwin,  Charles  Robert,  Frank  Thomas, 
Mattie  Adelaide  and  Terry  Earl.  John  Edwin  was  born  May  4,  1875,  has  a 
homestead  in  Montana,  and  lives  in  Chetek.  He  married  Myrtle  Gordon,  and 
has  three  chilren,  Kenneth  George,  Richard,  who  died  in  infancy,  and  John 
Edwin  Jr.  Charles  Robert  was  born  May  13,  1879,  married  Mabel  Ziesenis, 
lives  across  the  road  from  the  old  home,  and  helps  operate  the  home  farm.  He 
has  four  children,  Gerald  George,  Roger  (deceased),  Wallace  and  Frederick 
Arthur.  Frank  Thomas  was  born  Nov.  20,  1881,  and  lives  at  home.  Mattie 
Adelaide  was  born  Dec.  22,  1882,  lives  in  New  Auburn,  in  Chippewa  County, 
married  Urban  Gavin,  and  has  six  children:  Thomas,  Catherine  Alzada,  Mil¬ 
dred,  Lulu  Belle,  and  Olive  May  and  Lilia  Marie  (twins).  Terry  Earl  was 
born  Aug.  24,  1888,  lives  at  home  and  is  a  rural  mail  carrier.  Mrs.  Gotham  is 
a  capable  woman,  and  she  and  her  family  are  held  in  the  highest  regard  and 
respect  throughout  the  community.  James  Banks,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Thomas 
E.  Gotham,  died  at  Sexton ville,  Richland  County,  Wisconsin,  which  had  been 
the  family  home,  and  Mrs.  Banks  then  came  to  Barron  County  and  took  a  home¬ 
stead  in  Chetek  Township,  on  that  part  of  Lake  Chetek  since  known  as  Banks’ 
Bay.  She  died  Sept.  7,  1889.  She  and  Mr.  Banks  had  six  children,  Martha, 
Robert,  Edward,  Eleanor,  Lydia  and  Mary  Alzada.  By  a  previous  marriage 
to  James  Rodgers  she  had  two  sons,  Thomas  and  John.  Martha  married  the 
Rev.  W.  R.  Irish,  a  Methodist  clergyman,  lived  with  him  in  his  various  charges, 
and  died  in  Hammond,  Wis.  Robert  served  in  the  Sixth  Wisconsin  Battery 
during  the  Civil  War,  and  gave  his  life  in  that  conflict.  Edward,  for  his  first 
wife,  married  Alfretta  Bailey,  and  for  his  second  wife,  Eva  Knutson.  He 
died  in  January,  1916.  Eleanor  married  Bradford  Lampman,  and  died  in 
Chetek,  in  1917.  Lydia  died  in  1906.  She  married  Dennie  Rowan,  who  lives 
in  Chetek.  Mary  Alzada  is  the  widow  of  Thomas  Gotham.  Thomas  Rodgers 
married  first  Ellen  Holden  and  then  Mrs.  Catherine  Pickett,  and  died  in  Chetek 
about  1908.  John  Rodgers  served  in  the  Sixth  Wisconsin  Battery,  and  died 
during  the  Civil  War.  Mrs.  Gotham’s  uncle,  Ebenezer  M.  Sexton,  came  to 
Barron  County  as  a  pioneer,  and  was  very  active  in  pursuading  others  to 
come  here.  He  owned  land  near  the  present  site  of  the  Chetek  Farmers  Co- 
Operative  Creamery,  and  sold  the  undivided  half  of  a  twenty-acre  tract  to 
Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  on  condition  that  they  build  thereon  a  sawmill,  to  make  up 
lumber  from  logs  cut  near  Lake  Chetek,  and  thus  develop  the  region.  But 
before  the  agreement  was  carried  out,  he  died,  and  a  steam  sawmill  was  built 
in  another  location.  Mrs.  Gotham  is  much  interested  in  local  history  and  is 
well  informed  in  it.  She  remembers  that  the  first  school  taught  in  Chetek 
Township  was  on  the  farm  of  W.  B.  Lampman,  on  the  bank  of  the  lake,  about 
1870,  the  first  teacher  being  Mrs.  Melissa  Plato.  Mrs.  Gotham  herself  was  a 
teacher.  She  taught  for  several  years  before  her  marriage,  and  two  years 
afterward.  She  taught  the  first  school  in  Sumner  Village  in  1872-73. 

Charles  F.  Musette,  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  retired  business  man  of 
Chetek,  was  born  in  Christiania,  Norway,  March  25,  1847,  son  of  H.  B.  and 
Katberina-  (Strum)  Museua,  who  brought  their  family  to  the  United  States  in 
1861,  came  into  Wisconsin  by  way  of  Milwaukee,  and  settled  about  four  miles 
from  Oconomowoc,  Jefferson  County,  Wis.,  where  the  father  had  a  farm  and 
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also  worked  at  his  trade  as  a  carpenter.  In  1880  they  came  to  Barron  County, 
and  settled  on  a  farm  of  40  acres  in  Turtle  Lake  Township,  a  son,  Nels  C., 
securing  a  similar  tract  adjoining.  The  father  erected  a  pleasant  home  but 
did  not  cultivate  the  land,  devoting  his  time  to  carpenter  work  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood.  The  mother  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-five.  Later  the  father  took 
up  his  home  with  his  granddaughter,  Mrs.  Christ  Wold,  near  Haywood,  Wis., 
where  he  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight.  Of  the  nine  children  in  the  family, 
six  died  young,  one  being  drowned.  Halvor  F.  and  Nels  grew  to  adult  years, 
but  both  are  now  deceased.  Charles  F.  had  but  little  chance  for  an  education, 
and  started  out  for  himself  at  an  early  age.  Three  members  of  the  family 
enlisted  in  the  Civil  War.  The  father  and  Halvor  F.  fought  at  Island  No.  10, 
on  the  Mississippi.  Charles  F.  was  in  the  28th  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry. 
He  served  along  the  Tombigbee  River,  as  well  as  at  the  attack  on  Fort  Blakely 
and  the  Spanish  Forts.  Later  he  was  sent  under  Sheridan  to  the  Mexican 
border  to  protect  Texas  from  becoming  involved  in  the  troubles  incident  to 
the  overthrow  of  Emperor  Maxmillian  I,  and  the  withdrawal  of  the  French. 
After  his  discharge  he  returned  to  Jefferson  County,  this  state.  Later  he  took 
a  farm  of  80  acres  in  the  timbers  of  Pierce  County,  this  state.  He  cut  over 
forty  acres  and  cleared  twenty  acres  of  stumps,  erected  buildings  and  farmed 
there  for  twelve  years.  Then  he  came  to  Barron  County,  making  his  first  trip 
to  Chetek  on  foot.  For  a  time,  with  headquarters  here,  he  worked  for  the 
Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.,  in  the  woods  and  on  drives.  In  1886  he  engaged  in  the 
refreshment  business  in  Chetek.  In  1909  he  retired.  Since  then  he  has  been 
more  or  less  active  in  looking  after  his  property,  and  in  doing  a  little  specu¬ 
lating.  He  has  a  pleasant  home,  noted  for  its  hospitality  and  good  cheer,  he 
has  been  successful  in  life,  has  many  friends,  and  is  highly  regarded  through¬ 
out  the  community.  Among  his  holdings  may  be  mentioned  stock  in  the  State 
Bank  of  Chetek.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  Mr.  Museus  was 
married  April  12,  1869,  near  Martell,  Pierce  County,  Wis.,  to  Alice  Johnson, 
who  was  born  at  Alderly,  Dodge  County,  Wis.,  Feb.  4,  1861,  daughter  of  Kettle 
and  Elsie  Johnson,  pioneers  of  that  locality.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Museus  have  five 
children,  Charles  Henry,  Hans  Benjamin,  Edward  Ferdinand,  Ida  M.  and 
Charlotte.  Charles  Henry  was  born  May  24,  1871,  and  lives  in  Cameron,  this 
county.  Hans  Benjamin  was  born  Sept.  8,  1872,  and  is  now  a  physician  of 
North  Dakota.  He  married  Iva  Ziesenis,  and  they  have  one  child,  Alice  Eliza¬ 
beth.  Edward  Ferdinand  is  a  dentist  at  Fargo,  N.  D.  He  was  born  March  18, 
1877,  and  married  Ada  Clark.  Mrs.  Ida  M.  Patchin  was  born  April  29,  1880, 
and  has  a  bright  son,  Frederick  M.,  born  Sept.  26,  1914.  She  is  a  teacher  in 
the  public  schools.  Charlotte  was  born  March  28,  1894,  and  is  the  wife  of  R. 
M.  Post,  Chetek  dentist.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran 
Church. 

Thomas  Gregerson,  a  farmer  who  is  prosperously  engaged  in  general  agri¬ 
cultural  pursuits  in  section  18,  Chetek  Township,  was  born  in  Tellemarken, 
Norway,  Dec.  29,  1840,  son  of  Greger  and  Margretta  (Oleson)  Halverson. 
The  father  died  in  Norway,  and  the  mother  brought  the  three  children  to 
America  and  settled  in  Jefferson  County,  this  state.  From  there  Thomas  went 
to  Michigan,  where  he  worked  in  the  woods  for  some  five  years.  Then  he 
went  back  to  Jefferson  County,  and  with  his  mother  went  to  Winnebago  County, 
where  they  purchased  80  acres  and  farmed  for  three  years.  He  came  to  Barron 
County  in  1869,  and  located  in  section  12,  Chetek  Township.  This  was  all 
wild  land.  There  were  no  roads  and  no  bridges,  white  settlement  was  repre¬ 
sented  only  by  lumber  camps  and  a  few  scattered  cabins.  Indians  were  still 
ranging  the  woods  and  streams.  Trading  points  were  far  away,  and  there 
was  little  opportunity  for  obtaining  the  comforts  or  even  the  necessities  of 
life.  Mr.  Gregerson  erected  a  log  house,  broke  about  two  acres  of  land,  and 
lived  the  life  of  a  typical  pioneer.  He  sold  the  place  in  1886,  and  acquired 
his  present  place  of  40  acres  in  section  18.  He  also  owns  in  his  wife's  name, 
66  acres  across  the  road.  He  has  cleared  the  land  and  made  general  improve- 
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ments.  He  has  a  comfortable  home,  a  cement  block  barn  32  by  60  feet,  a 
fine  granary,  and  other  suitable  buildings.  On  this  place  he  conducts  general 
farming,  stock  raising  and  dairying.  Being  a  pioneer,  Mr.  Gregerson  is  much 
interested  in  the  early  history  of  the  county.  He  has  seen  it  grow  from  a 
wilderness  to  its  present  prosperous  condition,  and  has  taken  his  share  in 
this  development.  He  was  acquainted  with  all  the  pioneers  of  this  region, 
and  remembers  all  the  details  in  the  story  of  the  early  settlement.  Mr.  Greger¬ 
son  was  married  March  27,  1877,  to  Caroline  Erickson,  who  was  born  in  Nor¬ 
way  in  1869,  and  was  brought  to  this  country  by  her  parents  when  she  was 
eight  years  old.  Mrs.  Gregerson  was  reared  by  Hans  and  Georgena  (Peterson) 
Erickson,  the  pioneers.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gregerson  have  had  twelve  children: 
George  died  in  infancy.  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Sidney  Dickerson,  of  Carey,  Ohio. 
Matilda  lives  in  Oklahoma.  Julia  died  in  infancy.  Albert  is  on  the  home 
farm.  Cora  is  the  wife  of  William  F.  Hartman,  of  Minneapolis.  Ella  lives 
in  Zimmerman,  Minnesota,  and  is  the  wife  of  Winfield  Heath.  Ida  is  at  Spooner, 
Wis.  Lilly  is  the  wife  of  John  Muerman  of  Chetek  Township.  Gertrude 
Frances  teaches  school  in  Minnesota.  Oliver  Alexander  is  at  home.  Theodore 
Malcolm  is  also  at  home.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gregerson  are  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  and  Mrs.  Gregerson  is  prominent  in  the  Ladies’  Aid  Society. 

Hans  Erickson,  an  early  pioneer,  was  born  in  Norway,  and  on  June  24, 
1844,  was  married  to  Georgena  Peterson,  who  was  born  Oct.  16,  1816.  They 
came  to  America  in  1868,  and  located  in  Winnebago  County,  this  state.  Two 
years  later,  in  1870,  they  came  to  Barron  County  and  homesteaded  140  acres 
in  section  18,  Chetek  Township.  Here  he  built  up  a  good  farm.  He  died  April 
13,  1913,  at  the  good  old  age  of  94  years.  He  was  a  good  man  of  solid  worth 
and  highly  regarded  by  all  who  knew  him.  Mrs.  Erickson,  lovingly  known 
as  “Grandma”  Erickson,  lived  to  be  over  100  years  old.  In  her  latter  days 
she  spent  her  summers  in  the  little  log  cabin,  and  the  winters  at  the  home 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Gregarson,  .who  cared  for  her  tenderly  in  all  her 
declining  years.  The  little  log  cabin  where  she  and  her  husband  had  spent 
so  many  happy  years  was  nearly  in  the  center  of  the  highway,  but  to  avoid 
the  distress  to  her  sentiments  which  moving  it  would  cause  her,  the  officials 
and  the  public  allowed  the  home  to  remain  undisturbed.  She  died  June  2, 
1917.  Her  memory  will  long  be  cherished  throughout  the  county  by  all  who 
knew  her. 

Andrew  Bacon,  one  of  the  well  known  early  settlers  of  Barron  County, 
and  for  nearly  forty  years  a  resident  of  Arland  Township,  where  he  has  de¬ 
veloped  a  fine  farm,  was  born  in  Norway  Sept.  1,  1866,  son  of  Andrew  J.  and 
Ingeborg  (Johnson)  Bacon,  the  former  of  whom,  a  sawmill  foreman  the  greater 
part  of  his  life,  died  in  1878  and  the  latter  in  1873.  After  attending  the  com¬ 
mon  school  Andrew  Bacon  attended  the  Christianson  Military  School,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  with  credit  as  sergeant,  in  1877.  Subsequently  he 
served  one  year  in  the  Standing  Army  as  a  member  of  the  Telemarken  Bat¬ 
talion  of  Infantry.  In  1878  he  started  work  in  the  sawmill  of  which  his  father 
was  foreman  and  there  continued  for  three  years.  In  1881  he  came  .to  America, 
landed  at  New  York,  and  continued  his  journey  to  Merrill,  Wis.,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  about  eight  months.  In  the  fall  of  1882  he  came  to  Barron  County 
and  for  three  years  lived  with  his  brother,  Nels  Anderson,  working  for  him 
in  the  summer,  and  in  the  woods  during  the  logging  season.  In  1883  Mr. 
Bacon  bought  80  acres  of  land  in  section  11,  Arland  Township.  This  was  a 
wild  tract  and  before  he  could  make  any  improvements  on  it  his  health  failed 
and  he  was  sick  for  a  year.  This  temporarily  disarranged  his  plans  and 
obliged  him  to  sell  his  land.  In  1886  he  made  a  new  start,  purchasing  80 
acres  of  railroad  land  in  section  13,  Arland  Township.  This  also  was  wild  and 
Mr.  Bacon  began  improvements  by  erecting  a  small  shack  12  by  14  feet  in 
size,  which  was  his  residence  for  the  next  26  years.  Subsequently  he  enlarged 
it  and  still  later  erected  a  fine  modern  house,  in  which  he  now  makes  his 
home.  In  1898  Mr.  Bacon  bought  his  first  horse.  During  pioneer  days  on  the 
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farm,  when  times  were  very  hard,  he  worked  for  neighbors  or  on  the  high* 
ways,  and  also  killed  wild  game  to  get  meat  for  his  large  family.  For  seven 
years  he  had  to  carry  his  water  for  a  distance  of  two  miles.  In  time  he  cleared 
60  acres  of  his  land  and  fenced  the  entire  80,  besides  erecting  a  good  barn 
and  outbuildings,  and  now  has  a  fine  farm  completely  equipped  and  in  a 
flourishing  condition.  For  many  years  he  has  been  one  of  the  prominent  citi¬ 
zens,  not  only  of  his  township,  but  also  of  the  county  and  has  rendered  val¬ 
uable  aid  in  their  development  by  building  roads  and  in  other  ways,  being 
always  ready  to  support  a  progressive  enterprise.  He  was  road  commissioner 
eight  years  and  also  served  one  term  as  clerk  of  his  school  district.  Mr. 
Bacon  was  married  in  Norway  Oct.  6,  1878,  to  Gina  Olson,  who  was  born  Dec. 
4,  1868,  the  daughter  of  Ole  and  Anna  C.  (Jergensen)  Jenson.  This  union  was 
blessed  with  three  children:  Isabelle,  Ole  (first)  and  Ole  (second),  all  born 
in  Norway.  Isabelle  was  born  Dec.  4,  1879,  married  George  Gullickrode,  a  well 
known  painter  and  paper  hanger  of  Minneapolis,  and  has  a  fine  family  of  five 
bright  girls:  Edna,  Jennie,  Esther,  Helen  and  Louisa.  Ole  (first)  was  born 
June  22,  1881,  and  died  July  10,  of  the  same  year.  Ole  (second)  born  June 
21,  1882,  is  now  in  Norway.  For  some  years  after  Mr.  Bacon  came  to  this 
country,  Mrs.  Bacon  remained  in  Norway  and  looked  after  the  little  family, 
while  Mr.  Bacon  was  establishing  his  fortune  here.  She  and  the  daughter 
joined  him  in  1899.  She  was  a  most  worthy  woman,  a  loving  wife  and  mother, 
a  good  housewife,  and  a  kindly  neighbor.  She  died  suddenly  while  about  her 
housework  Oct.  13,  1921.  The  family  home  is  an  unusually  sightly  one.  Mr. 
Bacon  has  taken  great  pride  in  it,  he  has  beautified  the  yard  with  ornamental 
bushes  and  shrubbery,  and  the  place  is  pointed  out  as  a  model  rural  estate. 
A  further  attraction  is  an  excellent  orchard,  now  bearing,  which  Mr.  Bacon 
set  out  himself. 

Owen  Hall,  of  the  firm  of  Sharmota  &  Hall,  blacksmiths,  Barron,  was  born 
on  a  farm  in  Marshall  County,  Indiana*-  Feb.  10,  1889,  son  of  J.  F.  and  Delia 
(Denmann)  Hall,  natives  respectively  of  Indiana  and  Ohio.  The  family  came 
to  Barron  County  in  1894,  settled  on  a  farm  in  Maple  Grove  Township,  im¬ 
proved  what  was  mostly  wild  land,  and  remained  here  until  1916,  two  years 
after  they  sold  out.  They  then  returned  to  Indiana,  where  the  mother  died 
Feb.  20,  1915,  and  where  the  father  is  still  living.  In  their  family  were  four 
children.  The  oldest  daughter  is  dead.  The  second,  Maggie,  was  born  Nov. 
30,  1883,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Maurice  Kuhnly,  who  farms  at  Brookton,  New 
York.  The  other  son,  Edward,  was  born  Nov.  11,  1893,  and  has  a  homestead 
in  Montana.  After  working  on  the  home  farm,  Owen  Hall  secured  various 
employment  until  he  learned  the  blacksmith’s  trade.  In  1910  he  went  to  eastern 
Montana,  but  two  years  later  came  back  and  again  took  up  work  on  the  home 
farm.  In  1914  he  started  farming  in  Stanfold  Township,  this  county,  but  four 
years  afterward  again  resumed  his  trade.  In  1918  he  formed  his  present  part¬ 
nership  with  Fred  Sharmota,  at  Barron.  The  firm  does  a  general  blacksmith- 
ing  business,  wagon  making  and  gas  welding,  and  enjoys  a  good  trade.  Mr. 
Hall  was  married  June  8,  1914,  to  Hattie  Barton,  who  was  born  in  Maple  Grove 
Township,  Jan.  17,  1894,  daughter  of  William  and  Clara  (Watson)  Barton. 
This  union  has  resulted  in  three  children:  Alice,  born  March  19,  1916; 
Marjorie,  born  July  27,  1916;  and  Herbert,  born  July  21,  1918.  The  family 
residence  is  in  the  City  of  Barron. 

Samuel  Zielke,  who  for  a  number  of  years  has  been  engaged  in  mixed 
farming  and  dairying  in  Arland  Township,  and  is  making  good  progress,  was 
born  June  27,  1880,  in  Russia,  son  of  Mikeil  and  Anna  (Kunkel)  Zielke.  The 
father  died  in  August,  1888,  and  the  mother  in  April,  1893.  Samuel  attended 
school  in  his  native  land  and  subsequently  engaged  in  farm  labor.  In  1904  he 
came  to  the  United  States,  landing  at  Baltimore  and  thence  going  to  Fayette 
County,  West  Virginia,  where  for  five  and  a  half  years  he  was  employed  m 
the  coal  mines.  In  1909  he  went  to  Chicago,  finding  employment  in  the  gas 
works,  where  he  remained  for  a  year.  After  that  until  1911  he  worked  in  a 
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stone  quarry  as  chisel  grinder  and  moulder,  subsequently  returning  to  West 
Virginia,  where  he  resided  for  18  months.  In  1913  Mr.  Ziellce  came  to  Barron 
County,  Wis.,  and  bought  40  acres  in  section  19,  Arland  Township.  On  that 
tract  he  made  various  improvements,  including  the  erection  of  buildings,  and 
then  sold  it  in  1917.  He  then  bought  a  small  place  in  Almena  Township,  on 
which  he  lived  for  one  year.  In  1918  he  bought  77  acres  in  section  7,  Arland 
Township,  of  which  land  he  has  since  cleared  and  broken  a  portion.  He  is 
carrying  on  mixed  farming  and  dairying  with  profitable  results,  keeping  mixed 
Holstein  and  Guernsey  cattle  and  Chester  White  hogs.  Mr.  Zielke  was  married 
March  27,  1907,  in  West  Virginia,  to  Amalia  Frie,  who  was  born  Oct.  13,  1877, 
in  Russia,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Christina  (Feets)  Frie.  Both  her  parents 
are  now  deceased,  the  mother  having  died  in  1882  and  the  father  in  1915  during 
the  war.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Zielke  have  a  promising  family  of  children,  who  were 
born  as  follows:  Alvena,  Dec*  21,  1907;  Wilhelmina,  July  28,  1909;  Christina, 
Oct.  11,  1912;  Daniel,  Jan.  4,  1916;  Samuel,  Oct.  5,  1917,  and  Alma,  Sept. 
12,  1919. 

George  H.  Bunker,  of  the  firm  of  Cornwall  &  Bunker,  hardware  dealers, 
plumbers,  and  funeral  directors,  Turtle  Lake,  is  a  native  of  the  village  where 
he  now  resides,  born  July  21,  1892,  the  son  of  John  H.  and  Kate  (Umland) 
Bunker.  He  was  reared  here  and  received  his  early  education  in  the  public 
schools.  Then  he  entered  the  Menomonie  High  School  and  was  graduated  in 
1911.  Subsequently  he  took  a  course  in,  the  Stout  Institute  at  Menomonie, 
where  he  learned  the  plumbing  trade.  Then  for  two  years  he  traveled  for 
the  Hart  Manufacturing  Co.,  of  Grand  Rapids  (now  Wisconsin  Rapids),  Wis. 
He  then  bought  out  the  interests  of  E.  W.  Stone  in  the  Stone,  Cornwall  Co., 
and  with  Mr.  Cornwall  has  since  continued  the  business  under  the  firm  name 
of  Cornwall  &  Bunker.  The  company  handles  a  general  line  of  hardware,  and 
does  plumbing  work  both  in  the  village  and  the  country.  It  also  has  a  funeral 
directing  and  embalming  department.  In  1916  Mr.  Bunker  further  perfected 
himself  with  a  course  at  the  University  of  Minnesota.  He  is  well  known  in 
the  community  and  is  a  popular  member  of  the  Masonic  order.  Mr.  Bunker 
was  married  at  Turtle  Lake,  in  1915,  to  Mildred  A.  Blix,  daughter  of  A.  O.  and 
Louise  (Langum)  Blix,  the  former  being  the  oldest  general  merchant  in  Turtle 
Lake.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bunker  have  three  children:  Katherine,  born  in  March, 
1916;  Albert,  born  in  November,  1918;  and  Louise,  born  in  January,  1919,  all 
of  whom  are  at  home. 

Henry  Sell,  a  substantial  farmer  of  section  22,  east,  Chetek  Township, 
was  born  in  Charleston,  Lee  County,  Iowa,  July  7,  1878,  the  son  of  George 
Casper  and  Kate  (Gramer)  Sell.  The  parents  were  born  in  Germany,  were 
there  reared  and  educated,  and  there  married.  They  came  to  America  in  the 
early  sixties,  bringing  their  three  children,  Kate,  Andrew  and  Hannah,  and 
settled  in  Iowa,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  Here  eight 
more  children  were  born,  Barbara,  Sophia,  August,  Belle,  Liza,  John,  Lena  and 
Henry.  The  father  served  six  months  in  the  Civil  War.  Both  parents  were 
solid  people  of  probity  and  worth,  and  the  family  enjoys  an  excellent  standing. 
Henry,  the  youngest  of  the  children,  was  reared  on  the  farm  in  Iowa,  received 
good  educational  advantages  in  the  public  schools,  and  remained  with  his 
parents  for  many  years.  In  1913  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  bought  320 
acres  in  Chetek  Township.  He  made  many  improvements  and  carried  on  gen¬ 
eral  farming  on  an  extensive  scale.  In  1920  he  sold  that  place  and  bought  his 
present  farm  of  160  acres.  He  has  one  of  the  best  places  in  the  neighborhood, 
and  is  keeping  it  in  the  highest  stage  of  improvement.  He  carries  on  general 
farming  and  dairying  along  the  latest  improved  lines,  and  makes  a  specialty 
of  raising  Shorthorn  cattle,  Poland  China  swine,  and  Percheron  horses.  His 
interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  community  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  he  is  a 
shareholder  in  the  Farmers'  Co-operative  store  at  Chetek.  Mr.  Sell  was 
married  at  Donnellson,  Iowa,  on  Feb.  13,  1902,  to  Liza  Ott,  born  in  Vile,  Iowa, 


Digitized  by  GoO^lC 


970 


HISTORY  OF  BARRON  COUNTY 


on  July  22,  1882,  the  daughter  of  Fred  and  Katie  Ott.  This  union  has  been 
blessed  with  three  children:  Roy,  Ralph  and  Lillie. 

William  Seharbillig,  a  retired  citizen  of  Rice  Lake,  of  many  estimable  and 
excellent  qualities,  is  a  solid  respected  member  of  the  community,  and  enjoys 
a  most  excellent  reputation  among  all  who  know  him.  He  has  lived  in  this 
county  forty  years  and  has  seen  it  develop  from  a  lumbering  region  into  a 
well  ordered  dairy  country.  He  was  born  in  Germany  Oct.  27,  1850,  son  of 
Nickolas  and  Eva  (Kline)  Seharbillig,  both  of  whom  died  in  that  country,  the 
father  in  1883,  and  the  mother  some  years  later.  In  the  family  there  were 
nine  children:  Joseph  (first),  Kate,  William,  Margaret,  Joseph  (second), 
Catherine,  John,  Susan  and  Peter.  William  received  his  education  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools  of  Germany  and  as  a  young  man  spent  the  three  years  in  the  army 
then  required  of  all  German  youths.  He  came  to  America  in  1881  and  located 
at  Rice  Lake,  where  he  worked  out  for  others  until  1886.  In  that  year  he 
bought  five  acres  within  the  city  limits,  to  which  he  added  until  he  had  his 
present  22  acres.  For  several  years  while  developing  this  place  he  farmed  for 
others  and  worked  in  the  lumber  woods.  All  the  land  when  he  purchased  it 
was  wild.  He  broke  and  improved  it,  erected  at  first  a  small  house,  and  later 
his  present  sightly  residence  and  suitable  outbuildings,  and  continued  farming 
for  many  years.  He  is  now  practically  retired,  and  rents  his  land.  Mr. 
Seharbillig  was  married  April  1,  1886,  to  Barbara  Beyrar,  who  was  born  in 
Wittenburg,  Germany,  May  21,  1864.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Seharbillig  have  had  four 
children:  Martha,  who  was  born  Jan.  8,  1892,  died  in  January,  1912;  Mary, 
who  was  born  March  18,  1893,  died  in  September  of  the  same  year.  William, 
who  was  born  Oct  8,  1896,  is  engaged  in  railroad  bridge  work  in  Washington 
State.  Annie,  who  was  born  June  18,  1898,  resides  at  home.  Mr.  Seharbillig 
is  a  member  of  St.  Joseph’s  Roman  Catholic  Church  and  she  of  the  German 
Lutheran  Church.  Mrs.  Seharbillig  is  the  daughter  of  Gotfried  and  Barbara 
(Greter)  Beyrar,  natives  of  Germany,  who  came  to  America  in  1882. 

Thomas  Nelson,  early  settler  of  Chetek  Township,  now  living  in  respected 
retirement  in  Chetek  Village,  was  born  in  Norway  Nov.  14,  1840,  of  a  long 
line  of  seafaring  folk,  and  early  became  a  sailor.  Finally  he  gave  up  the  sea 
and  located  at  Grand  Rapids  (now  Wisconsin  Rapids),  Wis.  There  in  1875 
he  married  Sarah  Martinson,  who  was  born  in  Norway  Feb.  9,  1840,  came  to 
America  as  a  young  woman,  and  died  in  Chetek  Township,  this  county,  Feb. 
21,  1917.  Mr.  Nelson  brought  his  wife  to  Barron  County  in  1877  and  located 
in  Chetek  Township,  thre?  miles  west  of  the  present  village.  The  land  was 
all  wild,  and  he  had  little  to  work  with  but  his  hands.  He  erected  a  log  cabin, 
started  to  clear  up  the  land,  and  the  first  few  years  managed  to  get  along  as 
best  he  could.  As  the  country  developed  he  built  a  good  set  of  buildings  and 
cultivated  a  good  farm.  After  his  wife’s  death  he  retired  and  moved  to  the 
village. 

William  Ferdinand  Liesner,  an  industrious  farmer  of  section  26,  west, 
Chetek  Township,  was  born  in  Germany  Aug.  24,  1878,  the  only  son  of  Herman 
and  Louisa  (Albright)  Liesner.  The  father  died  when  Herman  was  but  four 
years  old,  and  he  was  brought  to  the  United  States  in  the  spring  of  1885  by 
his  mother  and  grandparents.  They  remained  at  Elmira,  New  York,  until 
that  fall,  and  then  came  to  Barron  County,  where  Mr.  Albright  secured  a  home¬ 
stead  of  eighty  acres  of  wild  land,  a  mile  and  a  half  south  of  Cameron.  Here 
he  built  a  log  cabin  and  started  farming  with  an  ox  team.  He  there  continued 
farming  until  his  death  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine.  Mrs.  Albright  is  now 
eighty-three.  Mrs.  Liesner,  who  was  born  Oct.  18,  1869,  remarried,  and  she 
and  her  husband,  Herman  Theler,  now  live  in  Chetek.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  reared  in  this  county  and  started  out  for  himself  at  the  age  of 
sixteen.  For  some  years  he  was  a  railroad  section  man  with  headquarters  at 
Weyerhauser,  in  Rusk  County.  Then  for  two  years  he  farmed  in  Sumner  Town¬ 
ship,  this  county,  where  he  developed  and  improved  a  good  farm.  Next  he 
became  a  railroad  section  man  once  more,  this  time  with  headquarters  at 
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Turtle  Lake.  In  1912  he  secured  his  present  farm.  Here,  while  successfully 
carrying  on  general  farming,  he  has  made  some  notable  improvements,  until 
he  now  has  one  of  the  best  developed  places  in  the  neighborhood.  He  re¬ 
modeled  the  house,  put  up  a  barn,  32  by  46  feet,  a  swine  house,  a  silo,  a  ma¬ 
chine  shed,  a  car  shed  and  other  buildings,  fenced  some  of  the  land,  and  pur¬ 
chased  a  good  supply  of  tools,  implements  and  machinery.  Mr.  Liesner  was 
married  to  Marie  Nelson,  who  was  born  in  Chetek  Township  July  1,  1882,  the 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Sarah  (Martinson)  Nelson.  This  union  has  been 
blessed  with  five  children:  Esther,  Gertrude,  Ruth,  Frederick  and  Arthur. 

Edward  Berschneider,  living  in  Haugen,  and  owning  40  acres  in  section 
17,  Oak  Grove  Township,  which  he  purchased  in  1917,  was  born  in  Dodge 
County,  Wis.,  Jan.  30,  1888,  son  of  Herman  and  Ida  Berschneider.  Herman 
Berschneider  was  born  in  Germany,  came  to  America  as  a  young  man,  settled 
in  Dodge  County,  Wis.,  worked  there  as  a  farmer  and  cheesemaker,  and  in 
1911  came  to  Barron  County,  and  with  his  son,  Edward,  purchased  120  acres 
in  section  19,  Oak  Grove  Township,  where  he  lived  until  his  death  March  21, 
1912,  since  which  time  his  wife,  a  native  of  Wisconsin,  has  lived  in  Rice  Lake. 
Edward  was  educated  in  Dodge  County  and  did  general  farm  work  as  a  young 
man.  Upon  purchasing  the  half  interest  in  the  120  acre  farm  in  Oak  Grove 
Township,  with  his  father,  he  started  its  development.  He  repaired  the  build¬ 
ings,  cleared  40  acres,  and  there  carried  on  general  farming  and  dairying 
until  1917,  when  failing  health  caused  him  to  sell  out.  Since  then  he  has 
been  variously  employed  at  carpenter  work  and  as  a  section  man  on  the  railroad. 
Mr.  Berschneider  was  married  June  10,  1914,  to  Mrs.  Anna  Heinze  Walter,  born 
in  Vernon  County,  this  state,  June  6,  1882,  the  daughter  of  Frank  and  Anna 
(Puhl)  Heinze.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  had  two  children:  Hermina,  born  Oct. 
10,  1901;  and  Louisa,  born  March  26,  1903.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Berschneider  have 
three  children:  Wallace  and  Walter  (twins),  born  Aug.  4,  1917;  and  Roy,  born 
Feb.  19,  1920.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  English  Lutheran  Church. 

James  Lester  Carey,  the  prosperous  owner  of  the  flourishing  Oak  Grove 
Farm,  section  6,  east,  Dovre  Township,  was  born  on  the  place  where  he  now 
lives,  April  19,  1888.  He  attended  the  district  school  and  was  reared  to  farm 
pursuits  by  his  father.  In  1914  he  purchased  63  acres  of  the  home  place,  and 
in  1920  he  added  100  acres  more,  making  a  fine  place  of  a  little  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a  section.  As  a  native  of  the  township,  and  a  substantial  property 
owner,  he  is  vitally  interested  in  its  growth  and  progress,  and  from  boyhood 
up,  has  taken  a  firm  stand  for  everything  that  he  has  believed  to  be  for  the 
best  interests  of  the  community.  He  is  a  believer  in  education,  and  has  done 
good  service  on  the  school  board.  He  is  a  deep  student  of  scientific  farming, 
carries  on  general  agricultural  operations  and  dairying,  and  makes  a  specialty 
of  good  horses,  Jersey  cattle  and  Poland  China  swine.  Mr.  Carey  married 
Bessie  May  Scofield,  a  native  of  Augusta,  Wis.,  and  they  have  two  daughters. 

William  Richert,  substantial  farmer  of  section  18,  Stanley  Township,  was 
born  in  Germany  Oct.  2,  1872,  the  son  of  August  and  Augusta  (Paul)  Richert. 
In  the  family  there  were  four  sons,  Charles,  August,  Gustave  and  William,  all 
of  whom  came  to  the  United  States.  William  received  his  early  education  in 
the  public  schools  in  Germany.  He  came  to  the  United  States  at  the  age  of 
seventeen  and  took  up  farming  near  Watertown,  Wis.  After  his  marriage  in 
1898  he  went  to  Lake  Mills,  in  Jefferson  County,  this  state,  and  became  a 
clerk  in  a  hardware  store  there.  Then  he  went  to  Washington  County  and 
farmed  for  three  years.  He  came  to  Barron  County  in  1912  and  rented  a  farm 
of  240  acres  in  Oak  Grove  Township.  This  farm  was  improved  but  the  build¬ 
ings  were  not  in  the  best  of  condition.  Mr.  Richert  farmed  there  five  years 
and  in  1920  bought  his  present  place  of  80  acres  in  section  18,  Stanley  Town¬ 
ship.  This  is  a  well  improved  farm  in  every  respect  and  has  one  of  the  most 
complete  barns  in  Barron  County,  built  in  1920.  It  measures  38  by  70  feet, 
with  full  cement  floor,  is  equipped  with  the  latest  modern  steel  stanchions, 
and  with  running  water  for  each  cow,  and  also  in  the  bull  and  calf  pens.  .The 
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silo  is  built  in  the  barn,  where  it  is  safe  from  heavy  winds  and  is  convenient 
at  feeding  time.  Mr.  Richert’s  milk  room  is  thoroughly  sanitary,  and  equipped 
with  separator,  gas  engine  and  running  water.  His  water  tank  or  reservoir 
is  upstairs,  and  is  filled  by  means  of  a  pump  worked  by  an  engine.  When  the 
tank  is  full  the  overflow  pipe  takes  the  water  to  a  cement  tank  in  the  milk 
room  below,  and  when  that  becomes  full  another  overflow  pipe  takes  it  from 
there  to  the  large  tank  outside.  Over  the  stock  his  barn  is  ceiled  with  fine 
ceiling  lumber,  thus  preventing  dirt  and  dust  from  collecting  on  the  stock,  and 
at  the  same  time  giving  warmth  and  comfort  in  winter  time.  The  ventilating 
system  is  one  of  the  most  important  features  of  the  barn.  Mr.  Richert  is  a 
public  spirited  man  interested  in  public  affairs,  and  while  renting  the  farm 
in  Oak  Grove  Township,  served  on  the  town  board.  He  was  married  Oct.  11, 
1898,  to  Johanna  Meyer,  who  was  born  in  Germany  May  11,  1879,  the  daughter 
of  Julius  and  Wilhelmina  (Babst)  Meyer.  In  the  Meyer  family  there  were 
seven  children:  Gusta,  Anna,  Charles,  Fred,  Herman  (deceased),  Ida  and 
Johanna.  Gusta  was  the  first  to  come  to  the  United  States.  Then  came  the 
parents  and  Johanna,  Fred,  Ida  and  Herman.  Carl  came  the  next  year  and 
then  Anna,  thus  completing  the  family  circle.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richert  have 
nine  children:  Arnold,  Elsie,  Ella,  William,  Lester,  Hilda,  Hazel  and  Norma. 
Elsie,  who  married  Richard  Kearney,  lives  in  Oak  Grove  Township.  Ella  is 
the  wife  of  Victor  Benson,  a  farmer  in  Stanley  Township.  The  others  are  re¬ 
siding  at  home. 

Otto  J.  Manstad,  a  capable  and  respected  citizen  of  Section  12,  Barron 
Township,  was  born  in  Norway,  Feb.  2,  1868,  the  son  of  Gilbert  and  Helena 
Manstad,  who  were  born,  lived  and  died  in  Norway,  he  being  a  veterinary  sur¬ 
geon  by  profession.  Otto  J.  was  the  oldest  of  eight  children.  He  was  edu¬ 
cated  in  his  native  land,  and  as  a  youth  became  a  sailor,  following  the  sea  for 
ten  years.  In  1884  he  came  to  America,  and  located  in  Sumner  Township,  this 
county.  For  several  years  he  farmed  and  did  carpenter  work.  In  1891  he 
purchased  80  acres  of  wild  land  in  Section  12,  Barron  Township.  He  erected 
a  log  house,  started  clearing  the  land,  and  for  a  time  lived  alone.  Then  he 
brought  his  wife  to  the  place,  and  they  started  to  establish'  their  fortunes.  In 
the  years  that  have  passed  since  then,  he  has  cleared  up  the  land  and  developed 
a  good  place.  At  first  he  had  but  little  to  do  with.  Grain  was  harvested  with 
a  cradle.  It  was  two  years  before  he  got  his  first  cow.  The  wife  spent  her 
spare  time  in  spinning  and  weaving,  making  knitted  socks,  mittens  and  jack¬ 
ets  from  the  yarn  she  spun,  and  fine  dresses  and  table  clothes  from  the  linen 
she  wove.  In  1907,  Mr.  Manstad  built  an  eleven-room  frame  house,  two  stories 
high,  and  in  1913  he  built  a  barn,  36  by  82  feet  in  dimensions,  with  a  full  base¬ 
ment,  and  with  a  silo  in  the  barn.  The  place  is  now  as  good  as  any  that  can 
be  found  in  the  neighborhood.  Mr.  Manstad  carries  on  general  farming,  and 
raises  Durham  and  Guernsey  cattle.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers’  Store 
at  Rice  Lake.  He  served  three  years  as  town  treasurer  and  four  years  as  town 
clerk,  and  for  eleven  years  was  school  clerk.  Mr.  Manstad  was  married  May 
3,  1897,  in  the  log  house  on  his  farm,  to  Julia  Banden,  who  was  born  in  Nor¬ 
way,  Sept.  17,  1866,  and  came  to  America  with  her  brother,  Martin,  about  1880. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Manstad  have  one  son,  in  whom  they  take  just  pride.  This  son, 
Helmer  O.,  by  name,  was  born  on  the  home  place,  March  6,  1899.  He  attended 
the  schools  of  his  neighborhood,  went  through  the  Rice  Lake  High  School,  and 
took  a  year’s  course  in  the  Hunt  Business  College  at  Eau  Claire,  Wis.  He  is 
now  chief  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  “Omaha”  line,  at  Altoona,  in  Eau  Claire 
County,  this  state. 

N.  S.  Gordon,  newspaper  man  and  agriculturist,  editor  of  the  Barron 
County  News-Shield  for  the  past  eighteen  years,  and  engaged  in  newspaper 
work  in  Minnesota  and  Wisconsin  for  forty-eight  years,  was  born  at  Richland 
Center,  Wis.,  March  3,  1869,  the  oldest  son  of  William  and  Mary  Malvina  (Fran¬ 
cis)  Gordon.  At  the  age  of  six  years  he  moved  with  his  parents  to  Janesville, 
Mii\n.,  where  he  lived  on  a  farm,  and  attended  school  during  the  winter  months 
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until  fifteen  years  old.  He  then  became  a  clerk  in  the  postoffice  at  Janesville, 
serving  as  clerk  and  assistant  for  six  years.  The  postmaster,  C.  E.  Graham, 
was  also  publisher  of  the  local  paper,  the  Janesville  Argus,  and  this  is  where 
as  a  young  man  he  began  his  journalistic  career.  He  went  with  Mr.  Graham  to 
Waseca  and  served  for  five  years  as  foreman  and  printer  on  the  Waseca  Radi¬ 
cal.  In  March,  1886,  in  company  with  S.  S.  Washburn,  he  went  to  Austin,  Minn., 
and  bought  the  Mower  County  Transcript.  In  the  fall  of  1889  he  bought  the 
interest  of  his  partner.  From  1895  to  1898  the  Rev.  C.  D.  Belden  was  associated 
with  him  in  the  publication  of  the  Transcript.  In  November,  1898,  Mr.  Gordon 
went  to  Crookston,  Minn.,  and  bought  the  Polk  County  Journal  and  in  1900 
established  the  Crookston  Daily  Journal  and  published  a  daily  and  weekly 
paper  until  December,  1903.  In  July,  1904,  he  came  to  Barron  and  bought  the 
Barron  County  News  and  he  is  still  the  editor  and  publisher  of  that  paper, 
having  consolidated  it  with  Barron  County  Shield  under  the  present  name  of  the 
Barron  County  News-Shield.  With  the  exception  of  seven  months,  he  has  been 
engaged  in  newspaper  work  for  forty-eight  years.  Reared  as  a  farm  boy,  Mr. 
Gordon  has  maintained  a  life-long  interest  in  agriculture,  especially,  in  dairy¬ 
ing.  When  he  was  in  Austin,  Minn.,  he  had  a  few  acres  of  land,  and  kept  a  few 
cows  for  the  purpose  of  studying  dairying.  In  this  work  he  became  associated 
with  such  men  as  Prof.  Thomas  Haecker,  0.  C.  Gregg,  Dr.  Curryer  and  others, 
and  with  the  State  Dairyman's  Association,  of  Minnesota.  He  was  one  of  the 
very  first  to  weigh  milk  and  use  the  Babcock  test  for  production.  For  six 
year  he  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Control  of  the  Minnesota  State  Agricul¬ 
tural  Sooiety  which  has  charge  of  the  annual  State  Fair.  He  was  actively  iden¬ 
tified  with  the  beginnings  of  several  of  the  modern  movements  in  agriculture 
in  Barron  County,  notably  in  the  Guernsey  Breeders’  Associations  and  in  the 
Cow  Testing  work.  He  helped  to  organize  and  acted  as  secretary-treasurer  of 
the  first  cow  testing  association  in  the  county.  His  intimate  knowledge  of 
agriculture  has  enabled  him  to  do  the  editorial  work  which  has  been  such  an 
important  factor  in  the  agricultural  development  of  the  county.  August  26, 
1889,  Mr.  Gordon  was  married  to  Fannie  K.  Ricketson  at  Peru,  N.  Y.  To  them 
have  been  born  six  children:  John  Everett,  June  18,  1890;  Eva  Lucretia,  June 
24,  1891;  Morris  E.,  Nov.  3,  1893;  Anne  Elizabeth,  March  16,  1899;  Ruth  Mary, 
Nov.  18,  1902;  Grace  Elizabeth,  Feb.  8,  1905.  The  first  four  are  graduates  of 
the  Barron  High  School.  Later,  Everett  graduated  from  the  University  of 
Chicago,  receiving  the  degree  of  Ph.  D.  in  June,  1921.  He  is  now  professor  of 
Bacteriology  at  the  Western  University  Medical  School,  London,  Canada.  Eva 
graduated  from  the  Milwaukee  Normal  School  in  1912,  has  taught  school  for 
ten  years,  and  is  now  teaching  in  Minneapolis.  Anne  graduated  from  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Minnesota  with  the  degree  of  B.  A.  in  June,  1921,  and  is  now  teach¬ 
ing  at  Tougaloo  College  in  Mississippi.  Morris  and  Ruth  began  their  Senior 
year  at  the  University  of  Minnesota  this  year  and  Grace  will  graduate  from 
the  Central  Park  High  School  in  Minneapolis. 

Clark  C.  Post,  M.D.,  for  nearly  three  decades  one  of  the  best  known  medical 
and  surgical  practitioners  of  Barron  County,  and  one  of  the  founders  and  active 
heads  of  the  Barron  County  Hospital,  at  Barron,  is  one  of  the  substantial,  solid 
citizens  of  this  vicinity,  and  has  the  added  distinction  of  having  served  his 
country  with  the  rank  of  captain  during  the  World  War.  He  was  born  in  Chi¬ 
cago,  Ill.,  March  1,  1867,  the  son  of  Dr.  George  W.  and  Mary  (Crandall)  Post, 
both  descended  from  old  New  York  families.  The  parents  came  west  in  the 
sixties,  and  the  father  practiced  for  many  years  in  Appleton,  Wis.,  and  Chi¬ 
cago,  Ill.  Reared  in  an  atmosphere  of  refinement,  Clark  C.  passed  through  the 
schools  of  Chicago,  and  then  returned  to  his  parents’  state,  and  in  1890  was 
graduated  from  the  Alfred  University,  in  New  York,  with  the  bachelor’s  de¬ 
gree  in  science.  Then  determined  to  follow  in  his  honored  father’s  footsteps, 
he  entered  the  Chicago  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  now  one  of  the 
colleges  of  the  Illinois  State  University,  and  was  graduated  in  1893.  That  year 
he  came  to  Barron,  and  opened  an  office.  In  1901,  he  took  his  brother-in-law, 
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Harry  M.  Coleman,  M.  D.,  as  a  partner,  and  together  they  established  the  Bar¬ 
ron  County  Hospital.  In  1920  they  purchased  the  Jerome  Coe  property  on  La 
Salle  street,  and  fitted  it  up  as  a  modern  hospital,  with  20  beds,  equipped  for 
all  medical  and  surgical  work.  The  partners  also  have  a  large  city  and  coun¬ 
try  practice,  and  are  alive  to  every  good  interest  of  the  city  and  county.  In  ad¬ 
dition  to  his  regular  and  hospital  practice,  Dr.  Post  is  surgeon  for  the  “Soo” 
line,  a  position  he  has  occupied  since  1895.  His  financial  interests  include  stock 
in  the  First  National  Bank  of  Barron,  the  State  Bank  of  Hillsdale,  and  other 
leading  enterprises  of  the  county.  Dr.  Post  takes  a  deep ‘interest  likewise  in 
the  agricultural  development  of  the  county,  he  has  taken  his  share  in  the  prog¬ 
ress  of  the  dairy  interests  here,  and  takes  his  recreation  on  a  fine  dairy  farm 
of  which  he  is  the  owner  and  where  he  is  putting  into  practice  many  of  his 
excellent  theories  of  stock  breeding.  When  the  World  War  broke  out,  he  of¬ 
fered  his  services  to  his  country  in  April,  1917,  and  in  July  of  that  year  was 
commissioned  captain.  He  served  on  the  Camp  Hospital  Staff  at  Camp  A.  A. 
Humphrey,  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  was  honorably  discharged  in  January,  1919. 
To  keep  alive  his  war  interests  he  has  joined  the  Ben  Brown  Post,  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Legion.  Dr.  Post  was  married  July  12,  1899,  to  Jessie  Post,  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dewitt  Post,  of  Barron.  She  was  born  June  9,  1877,  at  Avica, 
Wis.  Dr.  Post  was  one  of  three  children,  the  two  older  being  George  W.,  a 
Chicago  physician,  and  Charles  M.,  formerly  a  physician,  now  deceased. 

Clinton  D.  Coe,  Barron  pioneer  and  banker,  who,  with  his  brother,  J.  F. 
Coe,  were  the  first  to  incorporate  the  C.  D.  and  J.  F.  Coe  Bank  in  1886,  remained 
its  most  efficient  cashier  until  his  death,  February  8,  1894,  nine  years  later. 
In  1887,  the  bank  was  reorganized  as  Bank  of  Barron,  as  such  it  has  remained 
until  the  present  time,  its  stockholders  and  officers,  with  one  exception,  all  being 
Barron  men  of  honesty  and  strong  integrity.  C.  D.  Coe  was  a  friend  to  every¬ 
one,  and  greatly  beloved  by  all  who  knew  him.  He  was  a  man  of  strong  char¬ 
acter,  possessing  a  rich  fund  of  humor,  generous  to  a  fault,  to  anger  un¬ 
known,  but  he  was  intolerant  of  an  oppressor  of  the  weak.  He  was  a  Pres¬ 
byterian  but  later  this  church  was  merged  into  the  Methodist,  which  he  at¬ 
tended,  giving  his  loyal  support  in  both  time  and  money.  He  was  very  public- 
spirited  and  helped  in  all  enterprises  to  promote  the  welfare  of  Barron.  He 
was  elected  the  city’s  second  mayor  in  1889.  He  obtained  a  business  educa¬ 
tion  in  Chicago,  and  the  early  years  of  his  life  were  spent  in  northern  Illinois 
in  the  vicinity  of  Palmyra,  the  Coe  family  coming  from  Rush,  New  York,  in 
1831,  and  settled  in  Whiteside  County  where  they  spent  their  lives  in  agricul¬ 
tural  pursuits.  Coming  from  old  English  stock,  they  date  their  ancestry  back 
to  1342.  The  Coe  forefathers,  who  came  to  this  country,  were  all  patriots  and 
during  the  Revolutionary  War,  they  pledged  their  allegiance  to  the  cause  of 
liberty.  In  Dec.  24,  1872,  Clinton  Coe  married  Alice  Hagerman  of  Woosung, 
111.  Mrs.  Coe  was  a  woman  of  charming  personality,  and  a  wonderful  mother  to 
her  three  children,  who  still  survive.  She  did  a  great  deal  of  good  in  the  com¬ 
munity  and  her  home  was  a  mecca  to  rich  and  poor  alike,  especially  to  the 
ministers  who  were  real  missionaries  in  those  pioneer  days.  She  died  at  the 
early  age  of  forty.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coe  reared  two  daughters  and  a  son.  Aurora 
M.  is  the  wife  of  C.  J.  Borum,  president  of  the  Bank  of  Barron.  Mabel  E.  is 
the  wife  of  D.  F.  Jones,  pharmacist  and  chemist  in  Watertown,  S.  D.  Clinton 
H.  Coe  is  a  business  man  in  Great  Falls,  Mont.,  having  served  his  country  as  a 
sergeant  in  the  World  War. 

William  Bell,  an  early  settler,  was  born  in  England  and  was  there  reared 
and  educated.  He  there  married  Ann  Smith,  the  daughter  of  a  neighbor.  As 
a  young  man  he  determined  to  sometime  make  his  home  in  America.  Accord¬ 
ingly,  he  came  here  in  1852.  In  1855,  however,  he  went  back  to  England.  In 
1872  he  had  his  affairs  in  such  shape  that  he  could  make  his  home  here  per¬ 
manently.  Accordingly,  with  his  family,  he  set  out  again,  and  after  living  in 
Kenosha  for  six  months,  came  to  Barron  County  and  homesteaded  160  acres  of 
wild  land  in  Sections  14  and  23,  33  Township.  He  erected  log  buildings  and 
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started  to  clear  the  land.  In  time  he  developed  as  good  a  farm  as  was  to  be 
found  in  the  neighborhood.  After  many  years  of  hard  work,  he  retired  and 
moved  to  Chetek  City,  where  he  still  lives,  having  reached  the  good  old  age 
of  92  years.  His  wife  died  in  1904.  In  the  family  there  were  eight  children. 
Mary  is  the  wife  of  Thomas  Dixon,  of  Kenosha  County,  this  state.  Fannie  mar¬ 
ried  John  Findley,  of  Chetek,  and  is  now  dead.  John  W.  is  a  promfnent  man  in 
Chetek.  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Pleas,  of  Berkley,  California.  Alice  is 
the  wife  of  C.  A.  Taylor,  of  Olean,  New  York.  Thomas  lives  at  Sand  Point, 
Idaho.  E.  S.  lives  in  Green  Bay,  Wis.  The  family  is  a  highly  respected  one, 
and  the  members  all  stand  well  in  the  communities  in  which  they  reside. 

John  W.  Bell,  real  estate  dealer  and  insurance  man  of  Chetek,  is  one  of 
the  prominent  citizens  of  this  part  of  the  county.  He  was  born  in  Wold  Nek¬ 
ton,  in  the  northern  part  of  England,  Sept.  10,  1863,  the  son  of  William  and  Ann 
(Smith)  Bell.  He  was  brought  to  this  country  in  1872,  and  after  six  months  at 
Kenosha,  in  this  state,  came  to  Barron  County,  where  he  has  since  lived.  His 
youth  and  young  manhood  were  spent  on  the  farm  and  in  the  woods.  In  1883, 
he  became  a  clerk  in  the  general  store  of  Moore  &  Regan  in  Chetek.  He  was 
commissioned  postmaster  in  1897  and  served  eighteen  years  until  1915.  He 
was  a  most  efficient  official,  the  office  grew  under  his  direction,  and  gave  gen¬ 
eral  satisfaction  to  all  the  patrons.  In  1904  he  became  interested  in  the  Chetek 
“Alert”,  and  this  interest  he  still  retains.  About  1915  he  became  interested  in 
real  estate  and  insurance  and  in  this  he  has  since  continued  with  increasing 
success.  He  is  interested  in  a  number  of  public  affairs.  When  the  city  was 
first  incorporated,  in  1891,  he  served  as  the  first  treasurer  and  retained  that 
office  for  several  years.  For  one  term  he  was  mayor.  As  a  friend  of  educa¬ 
tion  he  has  served  for  some  time  as  clerk  of  the  school  board.  He  has  likewise 
been  a  member  of  various  committees  and  delegations.  During  the  war  he  was 
one  of  the  most  active  workers  in  the  various  activities  incident  to  the  home 
work  which  assisted  in  winning  the  conflict.  He  has  been  one  of  the  moving 
factors  in  the  Community  Club.  His  fraternal  relations  are  with  the  Masons 
and  the  Woodmen.  Mr.  Bell  was  married  in  Chetek,  Oct.  5,  1886,  to  Fannie 
Sykes,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Jane  Sykes,  who  were  born  in  England,  came 
to  Canada  as  young  people,  from  there  moved  to  Pepin  County,  this  state,  and 
about  1883  came  to  Barron  County,  where  both  died.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bell  have 
had  three  children:  Bessie,  George  Samuel  and  Margaret.  Bessie  is  a  pro¬ 
ficient  kindergarten  teacher.  George  Samuel  received  his  degree  of  D.  D.  S. 
at  the  Chicago  College  of  Dental  Surgery  in  1912.  During  the  World  War 
he  served  in  the  dental  corps  of  the  311th  Sanitary  Train,  86th  (Black  Hawk) 
Division,  training  at  Camp  Grant,  Ill.,  landing  in  France  in  October,  1918,  and 
receiving  his  discharge  in  July,  1919.  He  married  Irene  Manning,  and  they 
have  one  daughter,  Dorothy  Jean.  Margaret  graduated  from  the  Chetek  High 
School,  and  is  the  wife  of  Raymond  Tiffany,  of  Chetek. 

William  E.  Hunt,  of  the  Badger  Electrical  Co.,  Barron,  was  born  in  Decorah 
Township,  Columbia  County,  Wis.,  March  12,  1891,  the  son  of  William  C.  and 
Anna  Augusta  (Cross)  Hunt.  He  was  brought  to  Barron  County  by  his  par¬ 
ents  and  was  graduated  from  the  Barron  High  School  in  1911,  after  which  he 
taught  rural  schools  in  this  county  for  several  years.  He  was  inducted  into 
the  World  War  service  May  29,  1918,  was  assigned  to  Co.  A,  333rd  Machine 
Gun  Batt.,  and  trained  at  Camp  Grant,  Rockford,  Ill.  He  left  Camp  Grant 
Aug.  25,  1918,  bound  for  overseas.  He  served  for  some  time  in  the  reserve 
lines  and  saw  active  service  at  St.  Mihiel.  In  the  winter  of  1918-19  he  was 
with  the  Army  of  Occupation  in  Luxemburg.  He  sailed  for  home  April  29, 
1919,  and  was  discharged  at  Camp  Grant,  June  8,  1919,  reaching  Barron  a  few 
days  later.  Oct.  1,  1920,  with  David  W.  Lake,  he  bought  the  Badger  Electrical 
Co.  The  company  does  general  electrical  work,  handles  fixtures  and  supplies, 
and  makes  a  specialty  of  the  Delco  Light  products  for  this  territory,  installing 
plants,  wiring  houses,  soliciting  business.  The  show  rooms  and  home  plant  are 
on  La  Salle  street,  Barron. 
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William  C.  Hunt  was  born  in  West  Meriden,  Conn.,  July  24,  1853,  the  son 
of  Isaac  and  Julia  (Cleveland)  Hunt.  The  father  was  born  in  Plattsburg,  N.  Y., 
and  the  mother,  who  was  a  second  cousin  to  President  Grover  Cleveland,  was 
born  in  Bechertown,  Mass.  They  were  married  in  Cleveland.  In  1853  they 
came  to  Chicago,  and  there  the  father  became  chief  of  police.  The  mother  died 
in  1855  and  the  father  returned  with  his  infant  son  to  New  England.  He 
remarried  in  1862.  That  year  he  enlisted  at  Chicopee  Falls,  Mass.,  and  served 
three  years  under  General  Burnside,  being  wounded  at  Roanoke  Island.  He 
died  in  the  fall  of  1865.  William  C.  was  thrown  on  his  own  resources  at  the 
age  of  thirteen.  At  seventeen  he  entered  the  Roxbury  (Mass.)  Business  College, 
but  after  two  years  had  to  abandon  his  studies  by  reason  of  ill  health.  As  a 
young  man  he  learned  the  trade  of  wool  sorter,  and  followed  this  trade  at  Law¬ 
rence,  Mass.  He  was  also  interested  in  railroading,  and  for  some  seven  years 
was  construction  foreman  for  the  Springfield,  Athol  &  New  England  Railroad. 
He  came  west  to  Portage,  Wis.,  in  1876,  and  for  some  years  was  variously 
employed  as  bricklayer,  plasterer,  painter  and  paperhanger.  Mr.  Hunt  was 
married  Sept.  15,  1877,  to  Anna  Augusta  Cross  of  Decorah  Township,  Columbia 
County,  this  state,  born  June  19,  1857,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Angeline  (Peck- 
ham)  Cross.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  two  children:  Ida  Leona,  born 
Dec.  8,  1878,  now  wife  of  Robert  Gerry  of  Madison,  Wis.,  and  William  Edgar, 
born  March  12,  1891,  now  of  Barron. 

Arvid  Erickson,  Cumberland,  of  the  firm  of  Erickson  Brothers,  contractors 
and  builders,  was  born  in  Sweden,  March  15,  1898,  son  of  Gust  and  Sophia 
(Oakerland)  Erickson,  both  of  whom  still  live  in  Sweden,  where  the  father  is 
a  general  contractor  and  builder.  Arvid  attended  the  schools  of  his  neighbor¬ 
hood  and  was  reared  to  the  building  trade,  learning  carpenter  work  from  his 
father.  He  came  to  America  in  1916  and  located  in  Cumberland,  where  he 
entered  the  employ  of  his  brothr,  John  G.  In  1918  they  formed  their  present 
partnership,  and  have  since  successfully  continued  together.  Mr.  Erickson  was 
married  Feb.  21,  1920,  to  Clara  Swanson,  who  was  born  in  Barron  County,  May 
15,  1897,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Hannah  (Carlson)  Swanson,  natives  of 
Norway,  the  former  of  whom  lives  near  Cumberland,  and  the  latter  of  whom 
is  dead.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Erickson  have  one  son,  Lewis,  born  Feb.  19,  1921. 

John  G.  Erickson,  Cumberland,  of  the  firm  of  Erickson  Brothers,  contrac¬ 
tors  and  builders,  was  born  in  Sweden,  Aug.  20,  1885,  son  of  Gust  and  Sophia 
(Oakerland)  Erickson,  both  of  whom  still  live  in  Sweden,  where  the  father  is 
a  general  contractor  and  builder.  John  G.  attended  the  schools  of  his  neigh¬ 
borhood  and  was  reared  to  the  building  trades,  learning  carpenter  work  from 
his  father.  He  came  to  America  in  1909  and  settled  first  at  Solon  Springs. 
Douglass  County,  Wis.,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade  and  was  otherwise  em¬ 
ployed.  In  1911  he  located  in  Cumberland,  and  here  worked  at  his  trade.  His 
good  work  commended  itself,  and  many  people  expressed  the  desire  that  he 
embark  in  business.  Accordingly,  in  1915  he  became  a  contracting  builder. 
Since  then  he  has  enjoyed  a  steady  business  and  has  erected  many  pleasant 
homes.  In  order  to  add  to  the  advantages  of  his  work,  he  has  erected  a  work 
shop  on  Grove  street,  40  by  70  feet,  where  he  turns  out  the  cabinet  and  moulding 
work  needed  in  his  buildings.  His  work  is  known  for  its  stability  and  its  hon¬ 
esty,  and  his  business  is  increasing.  In  1918  he  took  his  brother  as  a  partner. 
Mr.  Erickson  enjoys  an  excellent  reputation  as  a  contractor  and  as  a  citizen. 
Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Scandinavian 
American  Union.  Mr.  Erickson  was  married  Dec.  18,  1913,  to  Minnie  Nelson, 
who  was  born  Feb.  10,  1893,  in  Barron  County,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nels 
Nelson,  natives  of  Norway,  who  now  live  retired  at  Fergus  Falls,  Minn.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Erickson  have  two  children,  Kenneth,  born  May  20,  1916,  and  Virginia, 
born  in  July,  1920. 

Joachim  Gartmann,  early  settler  of  Barron  County  and  now  an  estimable 
farmer  of  section  1,  Stanley  Township,  was  born  in  Switzerland,  Sept.  20,  1845, 
the  son  of  Alexander  and  Fida  (Hunger)  Gartmann,  farming  people  of  that 
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country.  In  the  family  there  were  six  children:  Albert,  Marie,  Elizabeth, 
Joachim,  Theda  and  Anna,  all  of  whom,  except  Elizabeth,  came  to  the  United 
States.  Joachim  started  for  this  country  in  1867,  and  after  seventeen  days 
aboard  a  steamer,  landed  in  New  York  State.  He  lived  for  a  while  at  Wabasha, 
Minn.,  and  for  a  while  at  Chippewa  Falls,  Wis.  In  1869  he  came  to  Barron 
County  and  homesteaded  a  tract  of  land  in  Doyle  Township,  where  he  erected 
a  log  cabin  and  started  developing  a  farm.  He  made  the  trip  here  from  Buffalo 
County,  Wis.,  with  Mike  Bandli,  driving  a  yoke  of  oxen,  and  bringing  his  goods 
and  supplies  in  the  ox  wagon.  The  two  men  encountered  many  interesting 
adventures  on  the  trip.  At  one  place  they  found  the  bridge  out,  and  the  water 
was  over  the  oxen’s  backs.  Accordingly  they  emptied  the  wagon,  swam  the 
oxen  and  floated  the  wagon,  and  then  carried  all  the  contents  of  the  wagon 
across  on  their  backs,  a  hazardous  and  strenuous  proceeding.  In  due  time  they 
reached  their  destination.  Soon  after  Mr.  Gartmann  established  his  home,  one 
of  the  oxen  died.  There  were  also  many  other  discouragements.  But  in  spite 
of  all  drawbacks,  Mr.  Gartmann  persevered,  and  with  the  aid  of  his  brother, 
Albert,  developed  a  good  farm.  He  also  helped  his  brother,  Albert,  develop  a 
good  farm  in  section  1,  Stanley  Township,  where  he  now  lives.  Mr.  Gartmann 
is  one  of  the  estimable  men  of  the  township,  and  is  held  in  the  highest  esteem. 
He  has  proven  an  active  worker  in  the  Reformed  Church  and  has  held  several 
offices  in  that  body.  All  in  all,  he  is  a  believer  in  every  movement  which  he 
believes  to  be  for  the  best  of  the  community  in  which  he  lives. 

Albert  Gartmann,  a  pioneer  of  this  county,  and  for  many  years  a  farmer 
in  section  1,  Stanley  Township,  was  born  in  Switzerland,  April  21,  1839,  the  son 
of  Alexander  and  Fida  Gartmann,  who  lived  on  a  farm  there.  He  came  to 
America  in  the  spring  of  1869  and-  in  the  fall  of  that  year  came  to  Barron 
County  and  located  in  Stanley  Township,  where  he  helped  his  brother,  Joachim, 
develop  a  farm.  In  1870  he  homesteaded  a  tract  of  land  in  section  1,  Stanley 
Township,  where  his  brother,  Joachim,  helped  him  in  making  the  improvements. 
In  time  the  place  became  one  of  the  best  in  the  neighborhood  and  brought  in 
good  returns.  Mr.  Gartmann  took  part  in  everything  that  he  believed  to  be  for 
the  good  of  the  community.  He  did  not,  however,  care  to  mingle  actively  in 
official  or  public  life,  but  gave  all  his  attention  to  his  farm  and  to  his  family. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Reformed  Church.  After  a  long  and  useful  life,  he 
died  June  7,  1901,  and  his  death  was  sincerely  mourned.  Mr.  Gartmann  was 
married  on  the  farm,  May  11,  1884,  to  Christina  Jehli,  who  was  born  in  Switzer¬ 
land,  Oct.  29,  1862,  and  came  to  this  country  in  1881.  She  is  still  living  on  the 
old  homestead.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gartmann  had  two  children:  Christian,  who 
operates  the  home  place;  and  Lena,  who  is  the  wife  of  Lee  Moore  of  Stanley 
Township. 

Christian  Gartmann,  an  energetic  young  farmer  of  section  1,  Stanley 
Township,  was  born  on  the  place  where  he  still  lives,  April  15,  1887,  the  son 
of  Albert  and  Christina  (Jehli)  Gartmann,  early  settlers.  He  was  reared  on 
this  farm  and  attended  the  district  schools.  He  has  continued  the  improve¬ 
ments  made  by  his  father  and  uncle,  Joachim,  and  now  has  what  is  regarded 
as  one  of  the  best  farms  in  this  part  of  the  county.  He  here  successfully  car¬ 
ries  on  general  farming  and  stock  raising  and  makes  a  specialty  of  raising 
Guernsey  cattle.  He  believes  in  modern  methods,  he  takes  his  share  in  the 
affairs  of  the  community,  and  is  well  liked  by  all  who  know  him.  Like  the 
other  members  of  his  family,  he  attends  the  Reformed  Church. 

Oswald  Kurechner,  early  storekeeper  in.  Prairie  Farm  hamlet,  was  born 
in  Germany  and  there  married  Margaret  Kallenbach.  They  came  to  America 
in  the  early  eighties  and  settled  at  Prairie  Farm,  this  county,  where  he  opened 
a  store  which  he  conducted  until  his  death  in  July,  1898.  After  his  death,  his 
wife  conducted  the  store  two  years,  and  then  sold  out  and  went  to  Vanceburg, 
Wis.,  where  she  opened  a  store  and  was  appointed  postmistress.  In  1900  she 
married  William  Roney  and  came  to  Barron,  where  she  died.  By  her  first 
marriage  she  had  four  children:  Laura,  Ida,  Alma  and  Esther  Kurschner;  and 
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by  her  second  marriage  she  had  three  children:  Blanche,  Edward  and  Clar¬ 
ence  Roney. 

Andro  Yurecko,  expert  shoemaker,  repairer  and  dealer,  of  Barron  city,  was 
born  in  Hungary,  Nov.  24,  1882,  son  of  Johan  and  Anna  (Krucsovski)  Yurecko, 
natives  of  that  country,  both  now  deceased.  He  received  his  education  in  his 
native  land  and  there  learned  the  shoemaking  trade.  He  came  to  America  in 
1906,  and  after  landing  in  New  York  went  directly  to  Minneapolis,  where  he 
joined  his  brother.  In  1910  he  came  to  Barron  City,  and  for  a  while  was 
employed  as  a  shoemaker  for  the  merchants.  It  was  in  1912  that  he  started  in 
business  for  himself.  By  hard  work  and  fair  dealing  he  has  built  up  a  good 
trade  and  has  prospered,  now  owning  a  building,  26  by  40  feet,  on  Main  street, 
equipped  with  modern  machinery,  where  he  makes  and  repairs  shoes  and  sells 
a  full  line  of  overshoes  and  rubber  goods.  Mr.  Yurecko  was  married  Dec.  31, 
1913,  to  Esther  Kurschner,  daughter  of  Oswald  and  Margaret  (Kallenbach) 
Kurschner,  and  this  union  has  been  blessed  with  three  children:  Wayne,  born 
Nov.  18,  1914;  Phyllis,  born  Nov.  11,  1916;  and  Wilbur,  born  May  6,  1918. 

Bernard  Moe,  now  deceased,  early  settler  of  what  is  now  Chetek  Township, 
extensive  land  owner,  one  of  the  organizers  and  first  cashier  of  the  State  Bank 
of  Chetek,  postmaster  at  Chetek  Village,  for  a  long  period  secretary  of  the 
Barron  County  Fire  Insurance  Co.,  and  for  some  thirty-three  years  town  treas¬ 
urer,  was  a  man  who  exercised  a  real  influence  over  the  affairs  of  his  com¬ 
munity,  being  one  of  the  best  known  men  in  this  region  and  well  liked  by  all 
who  knew  him.  He  was  born  near  Lillehammer,  Norway,  Dec.  8,  1849,  and  was 
there  reared  and  educated.  In  1873  he  came  to  the  United  States  and  located 
at  Chicago.  He  was  married  there  in  1876  and  a  little  later  came  to  Barron 
County  and  settled  on  160  acres  in  what  is  now  Chetek  Township.  Here  he 
erected  a  log  cabin,  16  by  20,  and  started  farming  with  a  cow,  a  pig  and  a  few 
chickens.  In  time  he  got  a  yoke  of  oxen,  which  he  still  later  traded  for  a  team 
of  horses.  The  furniture  was  made  from  poles  cut  from  the  place.  The  floor 
was  made  from  rough  boards,  through  which  the  snakes  often  stuck  their 
heads.  For  several  years  Mr.  Moe  worked  in  the  woods  during  the  winter  sea¬ 
sons,  as  the  farm  was  not  then  sufficiently  developed  to  be  operated  on  a 
profitable  basis.  Mrs.  Moe  had  brought  her  spinning  wheel  with  her,  and  she 
spun  yarn  from  which  she  knitted  socks,  not  only  for  her  family,  but  to  sell  to 
neighbors,  and  thus  help  out  the  family  funds.  Thus  they  worked  together,  and 
in  time  won  success.  They  erected  a  good  set  of  buildings  and  added  to  their 
holdings  until  they  owned  300  acres.  Much  of  Mr.  Moe’s  activity  centered  in 
the  village,  where  clerked  in  a  store,  and,  as  noted,  served  as  postmaster  and 
as  cashier  of  the  State  Bank  of  Chetek.  After  a  long  and  useful  life,  he  died 
April  10,  1917,  in  the  faith  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church,  in  the  local 
congregation  of  which  he  had  held  a  number  of  offices.  Mr.  Moe  was  married 
at  Chicago,  July  10,  1876,  to  Anna  Martin,  who  was  born  in  Norway,  Oct.  14, 
1850,  the  daughter  of  Martin  Olson  and  his  wife,  Ingeborg  Torgerson,  and  came 
to  America  when  she  was  nineteen.  This  union  was  blessed  with  five  children : 
Inga,  who  died  at  the  age  of  24  years;  Jerome,  who  died  at  the  age  of  thirty 
years;  George  and  Arthur;  and  Bessie,  now  the  wife  of  Leroy  Lockwood  of 
Glasgow,  Mont.  The  son,  George,  now  operates  a  half  of  the  home  farm,  and 
he  and  his  good  mother  live  together.  He  is  a  hard-working,  energetic  man, 
who  thoroughly  understands  farming,  and  is  doing  his  duty  as  a  good  citizen 
in  every  respect. 

Arthur  Moe,  an  influential  farmer  of  section  32,  east,  Chetek  Township, 
was  born  in  a  log  cabin  in  Chetek  Township,  the  son  of  Bernard  and  Anna 
(Martin)  Moe,  early  settlers.  He  was  reared  in  this  vicinity,  attended  the  Che¬ 
tek  High  School,  and  had  the  advantages  of  courses  at  the  Culver  Military 
Academy,  Culver,  Ind.  With  this  preparation,  he  spent  several  years  in  the 
southern  states  engaged  in  railroad  surveying.  Later  he  came  back  and  pur¬ 
chased  the  home  place  in  Chetek  Township.  This  he  sold  in  1919  and  purchased 
his  present  place  of  96  acres  on  the  line  between  Chetek  and  Dovre.  He  has  a 
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well  improved  place,  and  successfully  carries  on  general  farming.  With  the 
advantages  of  a  good  education,  and  somewhat  wider  experience  that  usually 
falls  to  a  pioneer  farmer  boy,  he  is  a  man  of  broad  views  and  wide  information. 
He  keeps  well  abreast  of  the  times  in  the  general  topics  of  the  day,  and  believes 
in  scientific  methods  of  farming.  He  takes  part  in  everything  that  he  believes 
to  be  for  the  good  of  the  community,  and  he  and  his  family  rank  well  among  the 
best  people  of  the  community.  He  married  Mamie  Weeks,  who  was  born  in 
South  Dakota,  the  daughter  of  Chauncey  and  Mary  (Gibson)  Weeks.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Moe  have  three  children :  Gene,  Bernard  and  Frederick. 

Chauncey  Weeks  was  born  in  Adams  County,  Wis.,  Jan.  13,  1851,  the  son 
of  Chauncey  and  Mary  (Armstrong)  Weeks,  natives  of  New  York  State,  who 
came  to  Wisconsin  in  1840.  He  was  married  in  1875  to  Mary  Gibson,  who  died 
in  South  Dakota  in  1900,  leaving  five  children:  Ida,  Maude,  Florence,  William 
and  Mamie.  Mrs.  Mary  Gibson  Weeks  was  born  in  Michigan,  Aug.  25,  1858,  the 
daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Almira  Gibson.  In  1905,  after  the  death  of  her  first 
husband,  she  married  his  brother,  C.  A.  Weeks,  and  they  now  live  in  Chetek, 
this  county. 

Frank  H.  Gilbert,  Chetek  contractor,  who  erected  many  important  buildings 
here,  including  several  of  the  churches,  was  born  in  New  York  State,  came 
west  to  Wisconsin  as  a  young  man  and  married  Carol  Tait,  a  native  of  this 
state.  They  came  to  Chetek  in  the  fall  of  1882,  and  at  once  took  their  place  in 
Barron  County  life.  He  died  July  5,  1919,  and  his  wife  is  now  living  with  their 
daughter,  Mrs.  Harry  E.  Beckwith,  of  Chetek. 

Harry  E.  Beckwith,  president  and  manager  of  the  Chetek  Lumber  &  Supply 
Co.,  was  born  on  section  36,  Barron  Township,  Barron  County,  April  22,  1877, 
son  of  John  C.  and  Anna  (Craig)  Beckwith.  He  was  reared  in  his  native  town¬ 
ship,  attended  the  public  schools,  and  worked  on  the  home  farm.  As  a  young 
man  he  further  perfected  his  education  by  attending  the  Minnesota  School  of 
Business  at  Minneapolis.  Then  he  became  a  traveling  salesman.  In  1902  he 
became  manager  of  his  present  company  and  in  1907  at  the  incorporation  was 
made  president.  His  personality  and  business  ability  hkve  been  real  factors  in 
the  success  with  which  the  firm  has  met.  In  addition  to  his  other  holdings,  he 
is  a  stockholder  in  the  Farmers’  Co-operative  Store  and  in  the  Farmers’  Co¬ 
operative  Creamery,  both  of  Chetek.  He  has  been  active  in  public  affairs,  and 
has  been  mayor  two  years  and  alderman  two  years.  His  fraternal  relations 
are  with  the  Masons  and  the  Modern  Woodmen,  and  he  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Community  Club.  Mr.  Beckwith  was  married  June  24,  1903,  in  Chetek,  to  Edith 
C.  Gilbert,  who  was  born  in  Oregon,  Dane  County,  Wis.,  Aug.  29,  1877,  daughter 
of  Frank  H.  and  Carol  (Tait)  Gilbert.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  two 
children:  Pauline,  who  was  born  Aug.  25,  1905,  and  Kenneth,  who  was  born 
Oct.  19,  1910,  and  di6d  Jan.  25,  1911.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church.  Mrs.  Beckwith  graduated  from  the  Chetek  High  School  and 
taught  school  here  for  ten  years.  She  is  an  active  member  of  the  Eastern  Star, 
the  W.  C.  T.  U.  and  the  Women’s  Relief  Corps. 

The  Chetek  Lumber  and  Supply  Company  was  organized  in  1900  by  Roy 
C.  Burger  and  J.  O.  Gillette.  In  1902  Harry  E.  Beckwith  became  manager.  In 
1907  the  company  was  incorporated  with  Mr.  Beckwith  as  president  and  man¬ 
ager.  The  company  carries  a  full  line  of  building  material  and  fuel,  including 
lumber,  cement,  plaster,  inside  finish  work,  wall  boards  and  coal.  For  a  dozen 
years  the  company  also  handled  farm  implements  and  machinery,  but  that 
department  has  been  sold  to  the  Farmers’  Co-operative  Store  Co.  Branches 
are  maintained  at  Canton  in  this  county  and  at  Spring  Brook,  in  Washburn 
County.  The  branch  formerly  maintained  at  Haugen  has  been  incorporated 
as  a  separate  company,  Mr.  Beckwith  being  the  president  and  Albert  Olson,  the 
former  owner,  being  the  manager.  The  Chetek  company  is  incorporated  at 
$100,000.  In  addition  to  its  yards,  it  has  a  planing  mill  at  Chetek,  and  consid¬ 
erable  real  estate. 
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Capt.  John  C.  Beckwith,  now  deceased,  at  one  time  one  of  the  most  noted 
men  in  Barron  County,  was  born  in  New  York  State  in  1841,  descended  from 
New  England  Colonial  families.  He  was  reared  in  his  native  state  and  as  a 
young  man  learned  the  printing  trade.  Soon  after  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil 
War  he  enlisted  in  Company  B,  66th  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  served 
two  years,  being  promoted  successively  to  corporal,  sergeant,  second  lieutenant 
and  first  lieutenant.  At  this  stage  of  his  service,  being  incapacitated  by  illness, 
he  was  discharged  and  returned  home.  Upon  his  recovery  he  recruited  Com¬ 
pany  D,  187th  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry,  was  commissioned  its  captain 
and  served  in  its  command  until  July  16,  1865,  when  he  was  discharged.  Then 
he  once  more  engaged  in  farming  in  his  native  state.  In  the  meantime  he  had 
married.  About  1870  he  brought  his  family  to  Wisconsin  and  settled  in  Colum¬ 
bia  County.  In  April,  1874,  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  homesteaded  160 
acres  of  wild  land  in  section  36,  Barron  Township,  which  he  developed  into  a 
good  farm,  breaking  the  land  and  erecting  suitable  buildings.  Here  for  many 
years  he  was  engaged  in  general  farming,  stock  raising  and  dairying,  giving 
special  attention  to  the  breeding  of  Holstein  cattle.  At  the  height  of  his  career 
he  was  frightened  by  an  infuriated  bull  and  died  of  heart  failure,  June  6,  1919. 
Mr.  Beckwith  was  a  man  of  strong  personality,  and  was  so  recognized  by  his 
fellow  citizens,  by  whom  he  was  greatly  respected.’  From  January,  1903,  to 
January,  1909,  he  served  as  county  clerk  of  court.  For  over  twenty  years  he 
served  as  clerk  of  the  school  district  to  which  his  name  has  been  given.  He 
also  took  an  active  part  in  helping  to  make  Barron  the  county  seat.  In  many 
ways  Capt.  Beckwith  showed  himself  to  be  a  man  of  action,  efficiency  and 
reliability  and  possessed  of  a  high  degree  of  public  spirit.  As  a  neighbor  and 
friend  he  was  kind-hearted,  loyal,  generous  and  true;  as  an  official  he  was 
genial  and  attentive;  and  a  model,  whether  as  a  husband,  father,  official,  cit¬ 
izen  or  friend.  Captain  Beckwith  was  married  Oct.  3,  1863,  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  to 
Anna  Craig,  whose  father  was  born  in  Scotland  and  the  mother  in  England. 
This  union  was  blessed  with  nine  children:  Mary,  Emma,  George  W.,  Sadie, 
William  J.,  Harry  E.,  J#ennie,  Etta  and  Edward.  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Silas  Cal¬ 
houn  of  Cashton,  Wis.,  and  they  have  three  children:  William,  Alvin  and  Carrie. 
Emma  married  William  M.  Bartlett,  a  farmer  of  Barron  Township,  and  they 
have  three  children:  Maude  (Mrs.  Karl  Klub),  Ray  and  Lyle.  George  W.  lives 
in  Moline,  Ill.,  married  Carrie  Bartlett,  and  has  two  children:  Blanche  (Mrs. 
Lester  West)  and  Donald.  Sadie  lives  on  the  home  farm  with  her  mother. 
William  J.  operates  the  home  farm.  Harry  E.  is  a  business  man  in  Chetek. 
Jennie  and  Etta  (Mrs.  John  Cushing)  are  on  the  home  farm.  Edward,  who  is 
also  on  the  home  farm,  married  Mabel  Jones,  and  has  two  children,  Barbara 
Ann  and  Charles  Burgess. 

William  Sattler  &  Sons,  general  merchants  and  hardware  dealers  of  Cam- 
pia,  have  an  excellent  store,  carry  a  good  line  of  goods,  and  have  won  the 
reputation  throughout  the  neighborhood  of  fair  dealing,  high  quality  and 
reasonable  prices.  The  three  members  of  the  firm  are  all  men  of  long  experi¬ 
ence  in  dealing  with  the  public.  William  Sattler  was  for  many  years  a  promi¬ 
nent  citizen  of  Stanley,  Chippewa  County,  Wis.  With  his  sons  he  conducted 
the  Hotel  Royal  there  for  twenty  years ;  he  was  a  member  of  the  county  board 
for  a  considerable  period,  and  was  a  member  of  the  city  council  for  eighteen 
years.  John  C.  and  Frank  G.  Sattler  were  both  associated  with  the  father  in 
the  hotel  business.  During  the  World  War  John  C.  was  a  foreman  in  the  high 
explosive  department  of  the  E.  I.  duPont  de  Nemours  Co.  at  Newark,  N.  J. 
Frank  G.  was  for  some  years  city  salesman  at  Chicago  for  James  S.  Kirk  & 
Co.  of  that  place.  All  three  stand  well  in  Campia,  and  are  leading  citizens  of 
this  part  of  the  county. 

Michael  O.  Olson,  a  highly-regarded  farmer,  now  retired,  who  has  lived  in 
section  33,  Arland  Township,  for  over  thirty-five  years,  was  born  in  Norway, 
Aug.  25,  1861,  the  son  of  Ole  and  Alice  E.  (Norgard)  Oase,  who  spent  the  span 
of  their  years  in  that  country.  He  was  reared  in  Norway,  attended  school  them 


Digitized  by  GoO^lC 


Digitized  by 


JOHN  C.  BECKWITH  AND  FAMILY 


Digitized  by  L^OOQle 


HISTORY  OF  BARRON  COUNTY 


981 


and  did  farm  work  with  his  parents.  In  1883  he  came  to  America,  landed  at 
Quebec,  and  found  his  way  to  Menomonie,  Dunn  County,  this  state,  where  he 
entered  the  employ  of  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  For  them  he  thereafter  worked  for 
several  years,  in  the  mills,  in  their  lumber  camps,  and  on  the  spring  drives.  He 
first  bought  40  acres  of  wild  land  ir.  section  33,  Arland  Township,  and  to  this 
he  later  added  40  acres  more,  making  in  all  eighty  acres.  When  he  purchased 
the  place  it  was  covered  with  heavy  standing  timber,  and  the  first  tree  he  cut 
was  the  first  ever  cut  on  the  place.  He  cleared  up  a  small  space  and  erected  a 
log  house  and  a  log  hay  shed,  the  latter  of  which  is  still  standing.  Thus  he  start¬ 
ed.  For  some  years,  in  order  to  get  money  to  go  further  with  his  improvements, 
he  continued  to  work  in  the  woods,  and  for  two  seasons  he  worked  in  northern 
Minnesota,  in  harvest  and  threshing  time.  In  the  meantime  he  gradually  built 
up  his  place.  For  a  while  it  was  hard  to  get  along.  He  had  to  bring  provisions 
on  his  back  from  Prairie  Farm.  When  he  started  he  had  two  cows  and  a  few 
chickens.  It  was  eight  years  before  he  managed  to  get  a  horse.  While  devel¬ 
oping  his  own  place,  he  took  his  part  in  the  general  development  of  the  com¬ 
munity,  and  was  specially  active  in  the  building  of  good  roads.  He  has  been 
an  important  man  in  many  ways,  and  in  every  respect  is  a  good  citizen.  In 
1915  he  sold  his  farm  to  his  son,  Ole  J.  Oase,  and  retired.  Mr.  Olson  was  mar¬ 
ried  at  Prairie  Farm,  Nov.  18,  1883,  to  Olive  Mitdal,  who  was  born  in  Norway, 
Oct.  12,  1852,  the  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Sigrid  (Crue)  Olson,  both  now 
deceased.  She  came  to  America  in  1881,  stayed  at  Menomonie,  then  came  to  this 
county  and  lived  with  the  Soland  Hoegaard  family  until  her  marriage.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Olson  have  five  children:  Bertha,  Olena,  Ole  J.,  Sena  and  Ovila  M. 
Bertha  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Anderson  of  Minneapolis.  Olena  lives  in  Everett, 
Wash.  She  is  the  widow  of  J.  J.  Cooper,  who  died  in  1918  while  serving  with 
the  United  States  forces.  Ole  J.  operates  the  home  farm.  Sena  is  the  wife  of 
Otto  Holman  of  Arland  Township.  Ovila  M.  is  the  wife  of  Elijah  Fillmore  of 
Arland  Township. 

Ole  J.  Oase,  an  active  young  farmer  of  section  33,  Arland  Township,  was 
born  on  the  place  where  he  now  resides,  the  son  of  Michael  0.  and  Olive  (Mit¬ 
dal)  Olson.  He  was  reared  on  this  place  and  attended  the  district  school  in 
the  neighborhood.  He  early  began  to  help  his  father  with  the  farm  work,  and 
in  1915  bought  the  home  farm.  He  has  continued  the  improvements  and  has  an 
excellent  place.  Among  his  modern  equipment  may  be  mentioned  a  Frost 
electric  system  and  a  Success  milking  machine.  He  successfully  carries  on 
general  farming  and  dairying  and  has  a  good  herd  of  Guernseys,  several  of 
which  are  full  blooded,  and  headed  by  a  full  blooded  sire.  Mr.  Oase  believes 
in  supporting  everything  that  is  for  the  best  interests  of  the  community.  He  is 
a  stockholder  in  the  Prairie  Farm  Co-operative  Association,  the  Prairie  Farm 
Co-operative  Creamery,  the  Barron  Creamery  Co.  and  the  Hillsdale  and  Western 
Telephone  Co.  He  is  active  in  local  affairs  and  is  well  liked  by  all  who  know  him. 

Edward  Berschneider,  living  in  Haugen,  and  owning  40  acres  in  section 
17,  Oak  Grove  Township,  which  he  purchased  in  1917,  was  born  in  Dodge 
County,  Wis.,  Jan.  30,  1888,  son  of  Herman  and  Ida  (Utch)  Berschneider.  Her¬ 
man  Berschneider  was  born  in  Germany,  came  to  America  as  a  young  man, 
settled  in  Dodge  County,  Wis.,  worked  there  as  a  farmer  and  cheesemaker,  and 
in  1911  came  to  Barron  County,  and  with  his  son,  Edward,  purchased  120  acres 
in  section  19,  Oak  Grove  Township,  where  he  lived  until  his  death,  March  21, 
1912,  since  which  time  his  wife,  a  native  of  Wisconsin,  has  lived  in  Rice  Lake. 
Edward  was  educated  n  Dodge  County,  and  did  general  farm  work  as  a  young 
man.  Upon  purchasing  the  half  interest  in  the  120  acre  farm  in  Oak  Grove 
Township,  with  his  father,  he  started  its  development.  He  repaired  the  build¬ 
ings,  cleared  40  acres,  and  there  carried  on  general  farming  and  dairying  until 
1917  when  failing  health  caused  him  to  sell  out.  Since  then  he  has  been 
variously  employed  at  carpenter  work  and  as  a  section  man  on  the  railroad. 
Mr.  Berschneider  was  married  June  10,  1914,  to  Mrs.  Anna  Heinze,  the  widow 
of - Walter.  She  was  born  in  Vernon  County,  this  state,  June  6,  1882,  the 
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daughter  of  Frank  and  Anna  (Puhl)  Heinze.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  had  two 
children:  Hermina,  born  Oct.  10,  1901,  and  Louisa,  born  March  26,  1903.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Berschneider  have  three  children:  Wallace  and  Walter  (twins),  born 
Aug.  4,  1917,  and  Roy,  born  Feb.  19,  1920.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the 
English  Lutheran  Church. 

Alvah  V.  McKee,  proprietor  of  a  modern  and  prosperous  barbering  estab¬ 
lishment  in  Almena,  was  born  May  20,  1881,  and  was  brought  to  Barron  County 
by  his  parents  in  1888.  He  passed  through  the  common  schools  and  for  a  while 
attended  the  Barron  High  School.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  started  to  learn  the 
barber  trade  at  Barron  and  subsequently  worked  at  his  trade  there  for  a  time. 
In  1908  he  came  to  Almena  and  opened  his  present  place.  He  does  good  work 
and  stands  high  among  the  people  of  the  village  and  the  surrounding  country. 
Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  Mr.  McKee 
was  married  in  June,  1902,  at  Dallas,  Wis.,  to  Alice  Ewer,  daughter  of  Daniel 
and  Emma  (Beleama)  Ewer,  retired  farmers  of  Turtle  Lake  Township.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  McKee  have  four  children:  Mortimer  was  born  Jan.  29,  1906,  and 
is  learning  the  barber  trade  from  his  father.  Hope  was  born  Dec.  25,  1909; 
Roy  C.,  May  1,  1910;  and  Ruth  B.,  July  15,  1914. 

Oscar  Lofquist,  a  well-known  and  popular  resident  of  Almena,  was  born 
in  Sweden,  Dec.  12,  1884,  the  son  of  Jacob  E.  and  Anna  Lofquist,  also  natives 
of  that  country.  He  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native  land  and  in  1892 
came  to  Canada.  There  he  met  a  friend  from  St.  Paul,  and  as  the  result  of  this 
meeting  went  to  that  city  and  spent  several  months.  After  a  time  he  located  on 
40  acres  of  wild  land  in  Clinton  Township.  He  erected  a  log  cabin  and  a  small 
shed  and  then  sent  for  his  parents  and  brothers  and  sisters.  They  moved  into 
the  small  cabin  and  started  farming  with  a  cow,  two  calves  and  a  pig.  They 
all  worked  together,  and  in  time  built  up  a  good  place.  The  father,  who  had 
been  a  shipbuilder  in  Sweden,  was  something  of  a  genius  at  making  things, 
and  he  put  together  a  threshing  machine,  made  entirely  of  wood.  He  attained 
a  position  in  the  community  and  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-three  years,  firm  in 
the  faith  of  the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church.  For  some  years  after  his  death,  the 
son,  Oscar,  operated  the  farm,  and  then  turned  it  over  to  his  brother,  Victor, 
who  is  now  the  manager.  Oscar  then  moved  to  Almena  Village,  where  he  now 
lives  and  where  he  has  various  interests. 

Thomas  H.  Johnson,  an  early  settler,  was  born  in  Norway  and  was  there 
reared  as  a  fisherman  and  a  farmer.  As  a  young  man  he  married  and  started 
housekeeping  in  his  native  land.  But  he  gradually  determined  that  he  would 
seek  the  broader  opportunities  of  the  new  land  to  which  so  many  of  his  neigh¬ 
bors  were  moving.  Accordingly  they  came  to  this  country  in  the  sixties,  and 
after  stopping  a  short  time  at  Chicago,  took  up  farming  in  Capron,  Ill.  In  1872 
he  came  to  Barron  County  and  settled  on  a  farm  of  180  acres  of  wild  land  in 
section  19,  Maple  Grove  Township.  The  township  was  then  little  more  than 
a  wilderness,  with  standing  timber  and  desolate  stumps,  with  here  and  there 
a  lumber  camp  or  a  few  isolated  cabins.  He  cleared  and  developed  a  good  farm, 
erected  suitable  buildings  and  became  one  of  the  representative  and  substantial 
men  of  the  community.  He  died  in  1916.  His  first  wife,  Anna  Johnson,  died 
in  1880.  His  second  wife  was  Mina  Storm.  Mr.  Johnson  had  sixteen  children: 
John  A.  H.  of  Chetek;  Edward  of  Maple  Grove;  Thomas  of  Eau  Claire  County; 
Henry  and  Daniel  of  Maple  Grove;  Esther,  wife  of  John  Simonson  of  Cameron; 
Alma,  wife  of  Fred  Richards  of  Chetek;  Melvin  of  Maple  Grove;  Lena,  wife 
of  John  Wetzel  of  Maple  Grove;  Emily,  a  nurse  in  Minneapolis;  Myrtle,  the 
wife  of  Adolph  Olson  of  Maple  Grove;  Ralph,  living  in  Maple  Grove;  Fred, 
living  in  Chetek;  Viola  of  Chetek;  Marion,  wife  of  Oscar  Malum  of  Maple 
Grove;  and  Emmett,  who  is  on  the  home  farm. 

John  A.  H.  Johnson,  prosperous  farmer,  county  surveyor  and  formerly 
county  sheriff,  is  one  of  the  well  known  men  of  the  county.  His  work  as  public 
official  and  engineer  has  taken  him  into  all  parts  of  the  county,  and  he  knows 
its  contour,  its  history,  its  people  and  its  possibilities.  He  has  been  especially 
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interested  in  the  study  of  the  early  trading  posts  and  the  mounds,  and  has  done 
much  research  on  their  location  in  this  neighborhood.  He  has  been  successful 
in  life,  has  a  pleasant  home  and  a  well-equipped  farm,  and  has  built  what  is 
probably  the  largest  barn  in  the  county.  He  was  born  in  Capron,  Ill.,  May  29, 
1868,  son  of  Thomas  H.  and  Anna  (Johnson)  Johnson.  He  came  to  Maple  Grove 
Township,  this  county,  with  his  parents  in  1872,  and  here  attended  rural  school. 
At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  went  to  live  with  his  grandparents  in  Illinois,  at¬ 
tended  high  school  at  Capron,  and  graduated  from  the  high  school  at  Belvidere. 
Then  he  took  the  engineering  course  at  Dixon  College  in  that  state.  With  that 
preparation  he  became  a  civil  engineer  in  Chicago  for  three  years.  Then  he 
cam  back  to  Barron  County.  He  was  elected  sheriff  in  1900  and  served  one 
term.  Upon  retiring  from  office  he  purchased  his  present  farm  of  274  acres  in 
Chetek  Township,  two  miles  northwest  of  the  city.  He  has  named  the  farm 
“Pleasant  Plain,”  and  has  a  well  developed  place  in  every  particular.  He 
erected  two  sets  of  buildings  and  has  a  large  barn,  garage,  silos,  tool  sheds, 
machine  sheds,  silos,  granary  and  the  like.  He  now  has  a  pleasant  home  in  the 
city  and  occupies  one  of  the  farm  houses  as  a  summer  home,  the  other  being 
used  by  the  tenant.  He  is  county  surveyor  and  devotes  much  of  his  time  to 
civil  engineering.  Mr.  Johnson  was  married  Dec.  25,  1899,  at  Madison,  Wis.,  to 
Louise  March,  daughter  of  Mills  and  Ruth  (Knapp)  March,  of  English-Canadian 
ancestry,  pioneers  of  Juneau  County,  this  state,  where  Mrs.  Johnson  was  born, 
Nov.  25,  1869.  The  father  died  in  Decorah,  Iowa,  in  1898,  and  the  mother  at 
Neillsville,  Wis.,  in  March,  1920.  In  the  March  family  there  were  ten  children: 
Sam  is  in  Wayburn,  Western  Canada.  Mattie  is  the  wife  of  Tom  Conklin  of 
Chester,  Iowa;  Louise  is  Mrs.  John  A.  H.  Johnson  of  Chetek;  Mignon  is  the 
wife  of  Delma  Hull  of  Bellview,  Wis.  Ralph  lives  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.  Edmond 
is  dead.  Myra  is  dead.  Richie  is  the  wife  of  William  Waterman  of  Neillsville. 
She  was  one  of  triplets,  the  other  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 

Ernest  T.  Fischer,  business  man  of  Almena,  was  born  in  Germany,  Sept.  7, 
1861,  only  child  of  August  and  Sophia  (Kettner)  Fischer.  He  was  reared  in 
his  native  land  and  as  a  youth  learned  the  trade  of  miller,  in  which  occupation 
the  father  was  likewise  engaged.  He  came  to  America  with  his  elderly  parents 
in  1883  and  located  in  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  where  he  was  employed  for  nine  years 
as  a  truck  driver.  In  1892  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  located  on  a  tract  of 
100  acres  in  Almena  Township.  There  he  erected  a  log  cabin  and  started  farm¬ 
ing  with  a  horse,  a  cow  and  six  chickens.  He  was  just  getting  a  good  start  when 
everything  he  owned  was  swept  away  in  the  great  forest  fire.  Then  he  .went  to 
Appleton,  Wis.,  for  a  while,  but  again  returned  and  built  up  a  good  place.  Sub¬ 
sequently  he  owned  40  acres  in  Clinton  Township,  and  still  later  40  acres  in 
Cumberland  Township.  Some  time  ago  he  came  to  Almena  and  engaged  in  the 
iheat  business.  He  has  built  up  a  good  trade  and  is  well  liked  by  all  who 
know  him.  He  was  married  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  to  Alvina  Curt,  who  was  born 
in  Germany.  She  died  in  1918,  at  the  age  of  fifty-five,  leaving  three  children: 
Otto,  Metta  and  Ernest.  Otto  trained  at  Camp  Grant,  Rockford,  Ill.,  from  Sept. 
4, 1918,  to  Jan.  15,  1919.  He  married  Margaret  Markmann.  He  is  in  partnership 
with  his  father,  and  is  one  of  the  popular  young  business  men  of  the  village. 
Ernest  trained  at  Camp  Grant  from  Sept.  4,  1918,  to  July  25,  1919. 

Milton  T.  Spencer,  public  official,  former  county  supervisor,  alderman  of 
Barron  and  town  officer  of  Barron  Township,  was  born  in  Columbia  County, 
Wis.,  Sept.  7, 1858,  son  of  Thomas  H.  and  Nancy  M.  (Maynard)  Spencer,  both  of 
whom  are  now  deceased,  the  former  having  been  born  in  Connecticut  Oct.  13, 
1918,  and  the  latter  in  New  York  State  in  1818.  In  the  family  there  were  eleven 
children:  Charles  of  Baraboo;  Julia,  deceased;  Marietta  Aton  of  Sioux  City,  la.; 
Louise,  deceased ;  Jane  Dahl  of  Chicago ;  Laura,  wife  of  Daniel  Welch  of  Bara¬ 
boo,  Wis.;  Cynthia  of  Baraboo,  Wis.;  Martha,  wife  of  John  Castle,  San  Diego, 
Calif.;  Milton  P.  of  Barron,  Wis.;  John,  twin  of  Milton,  deceased;  and  Mary, 
wife  of  William  DeBois  of  Fargo,  N.  D.  It  is  an  interesting  fact  that  of  these 
eleven,  eight  attended  a  reunion  in  June,  1920,  their  combined  ages  being  at  that 


Digitized  by  Google 


984 


HISTORY  OF  BARRON  COUNTY 


time  540  years.  Milton  T.  was  reared  to  hard  work.  He  worked  in  his  native 
county  and  for  a  time  at  Baraboo.  Later  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  bought  a 
farm  of  80  acres  in  Barron  Township.  Little  of  the  land  had  been  cultivated  and 
no  buildings  had  been  erected.  Mr.  Spencer  set  at  work  with  a  will  and  soon  had 
as  good  a  farm  as  could  be  found  in  the  neighborhood,  fully  equipped  with  a 
good  set  of  buildings.  In  1913,  after  many  years  of  hard  work  on  the  farm,  Mr. 
Spencer  sold  and  moved  to  Barron  city,  where  he  has  a  pleasant  home  on 
Division  street.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Barron  Co-operative  Cream¬ 
ery  and  is  still  one  of  its  stockholders.  A  Republican  in  politics  he  early 
became  interested  in  public  affairs,  served  the  township  of  Baraboo  as  treasurer, 
the  town  of  Barron  as  assessor,  treasurer  and  member  of  the  town  board,  the 
city  of  Barron  as  alderman  and  the  county  of  Barron  as  a  member  of  the  board 
of  supervisors.  His  fraternal  relations  are  with  the  Masons,  the  Modern  Wood¬ 
men  and  the  Beavers,  in  the  local  lodge  of  the  last  named  of  which  he  has 
served  as  secretary  and  treasurer  for  the  past  three  years.  Mr.  Spencer  was 
married  Dec.  1,  1882,  to  Carrie  Moore,  daughter  of  William  and  Eliza  (Faucett) 
Moore  of  Baraboo,  Wis.  They  have  one  daughter,  Lulu  B.,  who  was  born 
in  Baraboo  Oct.  16,  1887,  was  married  in  March,  1917,  to  Norman  Roth,  a 
farmer  of  Hillsdale,  Wis.,  and  has  two  children:  Eva,  born  Dec.  23,  1918;  and 
Dorothy,  born  July,  1920.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

Alvin  Clemmons,  drayman  and  veterinary  surgeon  of  Barron,  was  born  in 
Canada  and  came  to  Barron  County  in  1878.  Here  he  took  up  a  homestead  of 
40  acres  in  Prairie  Farm  Township.  He  cleared  25  acres  and  erected  a  good 
set  of  buildings.  These  were  burned  but  by  hard  work  he  soon  replaced  them 
and  continued  his  operations.  In  1887  he  went  to  Dunn  County.  A  year  later 
he  came  to  Barron  and  engaged  in  the  dray  business,  later  becoming  a  vet¬ 
erinary  surgeon.  He  died  Dec.  6,  1909.  Mr.  Clemmons  was  a  well  known  man 
throughout  this  part  of  the  county  and  was  one  of  the  charter  members  of  the 
Modern  Woodmen  at  Barron.  He  married  Sarah  Haynes,  a  native  of  Canada, 
who  was  killed  in  a  railroad  crossing  accident  in  Barron,  May  11,  1913.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Clemmons  are  the  parents  of  eight  children :  Daniel  G.,  Amos,  Chris¬ 
tina,  Commodore,  Alma,  Emma,  Ruby  and  Claude  (deceased). 

Daniel  G.  Clemmons,  barber  of  Barron  city,  is  one  of  the  well  known  men 
of  that  place.  He  has  been  councilman  and  supervisor  four  years,  under-sheriff 
five  years  and  chief  of  the  fire  department  two  years,  being  one  of  the  oldest 
volunteer  firemen  in  point  of  servic  in  the  state.  He  was  born  Nov.  3,  1868,  in 
Portage  City,  Wis.,  son  of  Alvin  and  Sarah  (Haynes)  Clemmons.  He  received 
his  education  in  the  district  schools  and  spent  his  youth  in  the  sawmills  and 
lumber  woods  of  Chippewa  County.  In  1900  he  learned  the  barber  trade  of 
D.  D.  Page  in  Barron  and  a  year  later  he  purchased  his  present  shop.  He  has 
been  successful  in  his  business  and  is  well  liked  in  the  community.  Mr.  Clem¬ 
mons  was  married  Oct.  25,  1891,  to  Ida  J.  Sanders,  who  was  born  in  Menomonie. 
Wis.,  April  1,  1873,  daughter  of  George  and  Mary  (Schaffer)  Sanders,  natives 
of  Germany,  who  came  to  America  in  1864.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clemmons  are  the 
parents  of  eight  children:  Claude  C.,  who  was  born  Aug.  21,  1893,  and  died 
Sept.  9,  1894 ;  Alta,  who  was  born  Sept.  26,  1895,  and  is  now  Mrs.  Sayles  Dodge 
of  Rice  Lake,  this  county.  Clarissa,  who  was  born  March  25,  1897,  and  is  now 
Mrs.  Alfred  Stollar  of  North  Dakota;  Florence  M.,  who  was  born  Sept.  27,  1898, 
and  is  now  teaching.  Laura,  who  was  born  Jan.  7,  1901 ;  Grant,  who  was  bom 
March  13,  1903;  Lloyd,  born  March  21,  1905,  and  Clark  P.,  born  Dec.  1,  1917. 
The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Simeon  F.  Taylor,  local  agent  at  Barron  for  the  Standard  Oil  Company, 
was  born  in  Vernon  County,  Wis.,  March  31,  1866,  son  of  Philo  C.  and  Mary  J. 
(Buckland)  Taylor,  natives  of  New  York  State.  Simeon  F.  received  his  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  district  schools  of  his  native  county  and  worked  with  his  parents 
on  the  farm  until  1890.  In  that  year  he  came  to  Barron  and  was  variously  em¬ 
ployed  as  a  farmer  and  mill  hand  for  several  years.  Then  he  rented  a  farm 
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for  three  years  but  subsequently  returned  to  his  employment  in  the  heading 
mills.  In  1904  he  entered  upon  his  present  employment.  His  territory  includes 
Barron  and  the  surrounding  country.  He  is  well  liked  throughout  the  com¬ 
munity  and  is  giving  satisfaction  both  to  his  employments  and  to  the  people 
whom  he  serves.  Mr.  Taylor  was  married  Oct.  11,  1899,  to  Mary  Thomas,  born 
Nov.  16,  1876,  in  Richland  County,  Wis.,  daughter  of  Jesse  and  Hannah  (Yan- 
ger)  Thomas,  natives  of  Ohio,  who  came  to  Wisconsin  in  1870  and  settled  in 
Richland  County  until  the  time  of  their  death,  Mr.  Thomas  dying  Dec.  28,  1908, 
and  Mrs.  Thomas,  Sept.  19,  1891.  Mr.  Thomas  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War, 
serving  throughout  the  entire  conflict.  He  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  six 
children:  Louisa,  Dora,  William,  Mary,  Eflie  and  Debert.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor 
had  two  children:  Edna  M.,  born  June  29,  1900,  now  attending  normal  school 
at  Eau  Claire,  and  Mary  B.,  born  Jan.  14,  1908,  now  attending  school  in  Barron. 
The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

Arnold  Cleveland,  the  pioneer,  was  born  in  Michigan,  in  pioneer  times,  and 
was  there  reared  and  educated.  He  married  Louisa  Lampman,  a  native  of 
Vermont.  As  young  people  they  came  to  Wisconsin  and  settled  in  Dane  County, 
where  they  developed  a  good  farm.  They  came  to  this  county  in  the  early  sev¬ 
enties  and  settled  in  Chetek  Township,  whre  they  broke  the  land,  erected 
buildings,  and  underwent  all  the  privations  and  experiences  insident  to  pioneer 
life  in  a  timbered  country.  They  later  went  to  Seattle,  Wash.,  where  he  died. 
She  still  resides  there.  Their  children  were:  Frances  A.,  Gladys  (deceased), 
Florence,  Edith,  Bertha,  Edna,  Ella  and  Edward. 

Jason  Monroe  Pelton,  pioneer  of  Barron  County,  one  of  the  two  first  settlers 
of  Dallas  Township,  and  now  living  retired  in  Chetek,  is  one  of  the  most  hon¬ 
ored  and  substantial  men  in  this  part  of  the  county.  He  has  been  active  in 
public  affairs,  he  has  done  his  part  in  the  development  of  the  county,  his  advice 
is  sought  on  many  subjects,  and  he  has  seen  the  county  grow  from  a  heavily 
wooded  wilderness  to  one  of  the  most  prosperous  regions  in  the  state.  He  was 
the  friend  and  companion  of  the  makers  of  the  county,  and  his  memories 
extend  over  nearly  fifty  years  of  Wisconsin  history.  His  stories  of  the  early 
days  are  most  interesting  and  his  reminiscences,  when  he  can  be  persuaded  to 
tell  them,  are  of  the  greatest  value  to  all  who  are  interested  in  the  story  of  the 
county’s  beginnings  and  growth.  He  was  born  in  Athens,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  12,  1848, 
son  of  Calhoun  and  Sarah  (Hinkley)  Pelton,  both  of  old  New  York  families,  the 
Peltons  having  come  from  England  and  the  Hinkleys  from  Scotland.  The 
parents  came  west  about  1849  and  settled  in  Winfield  Township,  Sauk  County, 
Wis.,  where  they  were  pioneers,  and  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their 
lives  in  agricultural  pursuits,  the  father  dying  at  the  age  of  seventy  years 
and  the  mother  at  the  age  of  eighty-four.  In  the  family  there  were  seven  chil¬ 
dren:  Hiram,  George,  Sally  Ann,  Charles,  Hannah,  John  E.  and  Jason  Monroe. 
Hiram,  who  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  Dallas  Township,  died  in  Dallas 
Village.  George  lives  on  a  part  of  the  home  farm  in  Sauk  County  and  is  now 
90  years  old.  Sally  Ann,  Charles  and  Hannah  are  dead.  John  E.  lives  in  Win¬ 
field  Township,  Sauk  County.  Jason  Monroe  Pelton  was  educated  in  the  rural 
schools  of  Sauk  County  and  remained  with  his  parents  until  1869.  Then  he 
engaged  in  lumbering  in  Michigan.  In  February,  1871,  he  came  to  Barron 
County  and  secured  171  acres  in  section  18,  Dallas  Township.  He  started  in 
with  an  ox  team,  a  cow,  a  hog,  a  pair  of  bob  sleds  and  a  few  tools  and  imple¬ 
ments.  He  and  his  family  lived  the  lives  of  real  pioneers.  The  settlers  of  the 
county  were  then  few  and  far  between,  and  the  lumber  camps  were  about  the 
only  centers  of  activity.  Provisions  were  scarce  and  comforts  few.  But  the 
family  were  of  pioneer  stock,  and  they  set  to  work  with  a  will.  In  time  their 
efforts  were  awarded  with  success.  One  hundred  acres  of  land  were  cleared, 
good  buildings  were  erected  and  the  farm  suitably  equipped.  There  he  carried 
on  general  farming  until  1902  when  he  moved  to  the  village  of  Dallas.  He 
came  to  Chetek  in  the  spring  of  1903.  He  now  occupies  a  pleasant  modern 
bungalow  which  he  purchased  March  15,  1920.  An  acre  of  land  surrounds  the 
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bungalow,  giving  ample  lawn  and  garden  space.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Pelton  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  order.  He  has  been  active  in  public  affairs  and  has 
occupied  a  number  of  local  offices.  His  holdings  include  an  interest  in  various 
enterprises.  He  has  rendered  public  service  as  a  member  of  the  county  board 
and  as  chairman  of  the  town  board,  and  is  now  one  of  the  aldermen  of  the 
city  of  Chetek.  Mr.  Pelton  was  married  Jan.  5,  1879,  in  this  county,  to  Frances 
A.  Cleveland,  who  was  born  in  Dane  County,  Wis.,  Nov.  16,  1868,  daughter  of 
Arnold  and  Louisa  (Lampman)  Cleveland.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pelton  have  three 
children:  Edna  M.,  Gladys  L.  and  Rex  M.  Edna  M.  was  born  Nov.  27,  1880, 
developed  into  charming  girlhood  and  died  at  about  fourteen  years  of  age. 
Gladys  L.,  born  Feb.  13,  1895,  was  graduated  from  the  Chetek  High  School  in 
the  class  of  1915.  She  then  entered  the  State  Normal  School  at  Superior  and 
was  there  graduated.  Since  then  she  has  been  engaged  in  teaching  and  has 
shown  proficiency  in  her  profusion.  Rex  M.,  born  Nov.  10,  1897,  was  graduated 
from  Chetek  High  School  in  1915  and,  in  partnership  with  Ben  Gansky,  now 
manages  a  pavilion  where  the  local  dances  and  athletic  events  are  held.  The 
family  is  highly  regarded  throughout  the  community. 

Charles  E.  Myers,  a  property  owner  and  one  of  the  leading  stock  buyers 
of  Barron  County,  residing  in  Barron  city,  was  born  at  Argos,  Ind.,  Oct.  25, 
1872.  His  parents  were  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  Myers,  the  father  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania  and  the  mother  of  Argos,  Ind.  They  were  married  at  the  latter 
place,  May  23,  1870.  In  1874  they  bought  an  80-acre  farm  in  Dunn  County, 
Wis.,  and  operated  it  subsequently  for  ten  years.  Then  in  1884  they  removed 
to  Menomonie,  Wis.,  where  they  engaged  in  the  restaurant  business.  Later 
they  resumed  farming.  In  1900  they  came  to  Barron,  where  for  a  year  Jacob 
Myers  conducted  a  meat  market.  The  next  two  years  he  spent  as  a  renter  on  a 
farm  two  miles  from  Barron.  About  1904  he  bought  ten  acres  in  the  east  part 
of  the  city,  just  within  the  limits,  and  until  1911  was  engaged  in  truck  farming 
there.  He  then  went  to  Dawson  County,  Mont.,  where  he  homesteaded  and 
proved  up  320  acres  of  land,  subsequently  returning  to  Barron.  The  Montana 
farm  he  sold  in  the  fall  of  1919.  He  is  now  living  retired  in  Barron,  where  he 
owns  a  good  residence.  His  good  wife,  a  gracious  lady  of  many  beautiful 
qualities,  was  killed  in  a  railroad  accident  Oct.  31,  1921.  Jacob  and  Elizabeth 
Myers  had  a  family  of  eight  children,  all  of  whom  are  now  living:  Charles  E., 
the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Frank  of  Colfax,  Dunn  County,  Wis.;  Dora,  the  wife 
of  James  L.  White  of  Butte,  Mont.;  George  W.,  a  farmer  of  Poskin,  Barron 
County;  Lettie  M.,  now  Mrs.  Amos  Taft  of  Fowen  Station,  this  county;  Hattie 
L.,  widow  of  John  Webster,  residing  at  Rice  Lake;  Clarence  W.,  of  Maple  Grove 
Township,  Barron  County;  and  Bessie  C.,  now  Mrs.  Warton  Decker  of  Great 
Falls,  Mont.  Charles  E.  Myers  acquired  his  education  in  the  common  schools 
of  Dunn  County,  Wis.  He  remained  at  home  with  his  parents  until  22  years 
old  and  then,  in  1894,  engaged  in  business  as  a  barber  at  Rice  Lake.  After 
remaining  there  two  years  he  went  to  Cedar  Falls,  Wis.,  where  he  was  occupied 
for  two  years  both  as  barber  and  miller.  For  the  next  two  years  he  was  a  bar¬ 
ber  at  Menomonie,  Wis.  Then  he  returned  to  the  old  home  farm  in  Dunn  County, 
which  he  operated  for  two  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  resumed  tonsorial 
work,  being  thus  occupied  for  two  years  at  Rice  Lake  and'for  the  same  length 
of  time  subsequently  at  Eau  Claire.  After  that  he  became  a  farm  hand  on  the 
Sherbourn  farm  in  Dunn  County,  remaining  there  until  the  spring  of  1901, 
when  he  came  to  Barron  city.  Here  for  four  years  he  was  employed  in  the 
heading  mill,  after  which  he  operated  a  barber  shop  one  year.  He  then  turned 
his  attention  to  carpenter  work  and  lathing,  lathing  many  of  the  best  homes 
erected  here  at  that  time,  and  also  in  Cameron  and  Turtle  Lake.  Again  resum¬ 
ing  tonsorial  work,  he  became  a  partner  of  Daniel  G.  Clemmons  in  a  barber 
shop  in  Barron  and  they  continued  together  until  burned  out  by  fire  a  year 
later.  Mr.  Myers  then  bought  a  lot  on  La  Salle  street,  Barron,  and  erected  a 
block,  in  which  he  conducted  a  barber  shop  for  six  years.  During  the  latter 
three  years  of  this  period  he  also  bought  stock  for  S.  M.  Kauer  of  Duluth.  Since 
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disposing  of  his  barber  shop,  he  has  continued  in  the  stock  buying  business, 
from  which  he  derives  a  good  income.  He  is  also  the  owner  of  two  farms,  one 
in  Barron  Township  and  the  other  in  Clinton  Township,  this  county,  besides 
40  acres  of  wild  land  in  Barron  Township.  He  operates  both  farms,  besides 
buying  stock,  and  conducts  a  stock  sale  stable  in  Barron.  He  is  the  owner  of 
a  good  residence  and  two  lots  in  the  city  and  is  in  the  full  tide  of  a  prosperous 
business  career.  On  Dec.  23,  1902,  Mr.  Myers  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Hattie  E.  Wygant,  who  was  born  at  Rock  Falls,  Wis.,  Sept.  5,  1882,  daughter 
of  Charles  A.  and  Ella  G.  (Woodward)  Wygant.  Her  parents  were  natives  of 
Illinois.  The  father,  who  was  brought  to  Wisconsin  when  a  babe,  died  June  5, 
1915.  The  mother  is  still  living,  being  now  "h  resident  of  Mora,  Minn.  Their 
children  were:  Harvey,  Nellie,  Hattie,  George,  Ralph  and  Jack,  all  now  living. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  E.  Myers  have  two  children :  Donald  James,  born  Oct.  3, 
1903,  who  works  for  his  father;  and  Evelyn  L.,  born  Dec.  7,  1913.  The  family 
are  affiliated  religiously  with  the'  First  Baptist  Church  of  Barron,  and  Mr. 
Myers  is  also  a  member  of  Birch  Camp,  W.  M.  A.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat 
and  served  one  year  on  the  Barron  County  board  of  commissioners. 

James  A.  Anderson,  pioneer,  prominent  citizen,  man-of-affairs  and  founder 
of  the  village  of  Dallas,  was  born  in  Norway,  Feb.  2,  1849,  son  of  Isaac  and 
Caroline  (Jenson)  Anderson,  natives  of  Norway,  who  came  to  America  in  1858, 
and  after  living  in  Milwaukee  a  while,  located  at  West  Eau  Claire,  Eau  Claire 
County,  Wis.,  being  the  first  Norwegians  to  locate  there.  Isaac  Anderson  was 
a  boat  builder  and  carpenter.  He  died  in  1878.  The  first  Norwegian  Lutheran 
services  in  Eau  Claire  were  held  in  his  home,  and  as  a  carpenter  he  assisted 
in  erecting  the  first  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church  building  there.  His  good  wife 
lived  until  1918,  dying  at  the  age  of  eighty-nine  years,  after  having  lived  in 
the  same  house  in  Eau  Claire  for  fifty-seven  years.  In  the  family  there  were 
six  children:  James,  Anna,  Matt,  Carl,  Aurelia  and  Jule.  James  A.  Anderson 
received  his  early  education  in  Norway,  Milwaukee  and  Eau  Claire.  As  a  youth 
he  worked  in  sawmills.  In  1878  he  came  to  Barron  County,  purchased  land  on 
the  present  site  of  the  village  of  Dallas,  and  constructed  a  home,  dam  and 
mill.  The  mill  was  at  first  a  grist  mill,  but  later  rollers  were  installed.  This 
mill  is  still  in  operation.  In  1880  Mr.  Anderson  established  a  steam  sawmill, 
to  which  he  later  added  planing  and  shingle  departments,  and  which  he  oper¬ 
ated  for  sixteen  years.  A  hamlet  grew  up  about  his  mill,  and  in  time  he  platted 
the  village.  He  early  began  the  agitation  for  a  railroad,  spent  time  and  money 
in  its  behalf,  and  when  in  1900  his  hopes  were  realized  in  the  opening  of  the 
Rice  Lake,  Dallas  &  Menominee  Railway,  now  a  part  of  th  “Soo”  system,  he 
had  given  the  right  of  way  and  also  a  tract  of  land  for  the  depot  and  the  like. 
About  this  time  in  1900  he  erected  the  Anderson  Hotel.  Later  in  1915  he 
established  the  municipal  electric  light  system,  and  his  mill  still  furnishes  the 
power.  He  also  established  the  local  telephone  system.  In  1900  he  put  in  a 
telephone  exchange  in  his  own  home,  and  th  next  year  constructed  a  long 
distance  line  from  Dallas  to  Colfax.  In  1902  he  put  in  a  local  exchange  at 
Colfax,  and  for  some  years  was  the  owner  and  operator  of  the  whole  system. 
He  sold  out  to  the  Farmers’  Telephone  Co.  When  he  saw  the  need  of  a  local 
financial  institution,  he  established  a  private  bank  which  was  incorporated  in 
1903  as  the  Bank  of  Dallas,  of  which  he  was  the  first  president.  In  addition  to 
his  mill  and  hotel,  he  owned  two  store  blocks,  several  residences  and  other 
buildings.  He  did  much  for  the  schools,  on  the  local  board  of  which  he  served 
for  some  years  as  an  efficient  member,  and  he  was  also  one  of  the  active  factors 
in  the  progress  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church,  donating  a  fine  lot,  a  larger 
part  of  the  timber  of  which  the  church  edifice  is  built,  a  magnificent  pipe  organ 
and  many  other  liberal  contributions.  He  personally  delivered  the  first  load  of 
lumber  on  the  lot.  Being  a  man  of  such  varied  activities,  it  is  natural  that  he 
should  have  been  deeply  interested  in  public  affairs.  In  spite  of  the  earnest 
solicitations  of  his  friends,  however,  he  repeatedly  refused  to  run  for  public 
office,  and  it  was  only  with  reluctance  that  he  accepted  the  office  of  president 
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of  the  village,  in  which  office  he  served  with  much  distinction  and  credit  for 
five  years.  His  business  interests  were  not  confined  to  Dallas.  At  Colfax,  in 
Dunn  County,  this  state,  he  built  the  dam,  erected  a  three-story  stone  flouring 
mill  and  dam,  put  in  the  village  lighting  system  and  the  public  telephone  sys¬ 
tem,  and  owned  considerable  real  estate.  At  Superior,  also  in  this  state,  he  was 
interested  in  real  estate  promotion  and  owned  a  number  ef  dwellings  and 
building  lots.  At  Barron,  in  this  county,  he  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
Normanna  Savings  Bank,  of  which  he  was  president  several  years,  and  he  also 
had  other  interests  there  which  he  disposed  of  a  number  of  years  ago.  Thus 
briefly  is  told  the  life  of  a  man  whose  life  and  work  are  inseparably  woven 
into  the  warp  and  woof  of  the  stof-y  of  the  modern  development  of  this  part  of 
Wisconsin.  He  was  a  man  of  energy  and  vision,  a  man  who  in  building  his  own 
success,  was  also  ever  mindful  of  the  welfare  of  others.  In  fact,  he  valued  his 
success  only  in  so  far  as  it  brought  his  family  comfort,  and  himself  additional 
spheres  of  usefulness.  He  loved  progress,  he  believed  that  humanity  should 
take  every  advantage  of  modern  inventions,  he  believed  that  railroads  and  tele¬ 
phones,  banking  facilities,  electric  illumination,  good  schools,  adequate 
churches,  and  the  opportunity  for  a  comfortable  livelihood  should  be  within 
the  reach  of  all,  and  he  labored  to  the  end  that  these  objects  should  be  obtained 
in  the  regions  where  his  influence  extended.  His  was  a  busy,  active,  useful 
life,  and  the  world  is  truly  the  better  in  that  he  lived  and  wrought.  He  died 
December  10,  1920.  His  memory  will  ever  be  cherished  and  his  life  story  will 
ever  be  an  inspiration.  Mr.  Anderson  was  married  July  3,  1873,  to  Clara  Bue, 
born  in  Lillehammer,  Norway,  Sept.  22,  1860,  the  daughter  of  Ole  and  Inga 
(Rau)  Olson,  natives  of  Norway,  who  came  to  America  in  the  early  sixties  and 
farmed  the  remainder  of  their  lives  in  Trempealeau  County,  this  state.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Anderson  had  four  children  who  grew  to  adult  years:  Oscar  Ingwald 
was  born  Aug.  16,  1878,  and  is  now  in  Colfax,  where  he  is  manager  of  the  Apple 
River  Milling  Co.  hydro-electric  power  plant.  Matthew  A.  was  born  March  29, 
1886,  and  operates  the  mill  and  electric  light  plant  at  Dallas.  Carl,  twin 
brother  of  Matt,  died  Sept.  5,  1913.  Julius  C.  was  born  May  16,  1889,  and  is  an 
automobile  salesman  at  Eau  Claire.  Mrs.  Clara  Bue  Anderson,  a  most  worthy 
woman,  died  June  29,  1913.  On  Aug.  16,  1920,  he  married  Mrs.  Inga  (Amund¬ 
son)  Nelson. 

Matthew  A.  Anderson,  one  of  the  energetic  citizens  of  Dallas,  manager  of 
the  mill  and  electric  light  plant,  was  born  in  the  village  where  he  still  lives, 
March  29,  1886,  the  son  of  James  A.  and  Clara  (Olson)  Anderson.  He  was 
reared  and  educated  in  Dallas  and  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  and  early  became  inter¬ 
ested  in  his  father’s  enterprises,  in  time  taking  over  the  mill  which  he  now 
operates. 

The  Wenzel  Brothers  Manufacturing  Co.,  wood  workers,  manufacturing 
sash  and  doors,  and  doing  general  cabinet  making  and  mill  work,  consists  of 
Herman  L.  and  Charles  Wenzel,  young  men  who  were  born  in  Marathon  County, 
this  state,  and  who  have  both  taken  special  courses  to  fit  them  for  their  work. 
They  came  to  Barron  city  in  the  spring  of  1921,  formed  their  present  partner¬ 
ship,  and  bought  out  Charles  Holtz  &  Son.  They  fixed  up  the  factory  and  are 
now  building  an  addition  and  installing  some  extra  machinery  of  the  most 
modern  type.  They  are  already  building  up  a  good  trade  and  are  winning  the 
confidence  of  the  people.  Their  success  is  assured,  and  their  industry  is  fast 
becoming  one  of  Barron's  commercial  assets. 

Charles  Wenzel,  one  of  the  partners  in  the  Wenzel  Bros.  Mnfg.  Co.,  Barron 
city,  was  born  in  Marathon  County,  this  state,  Dec.  30,  1881,  the  son  of  Charles 
and  Albertine  (Luther)  Wenzel,  natives  of  Germany,  both  now  deceased.  He 
attended  the  schools  of  his  native  town,  took  a  general  course  at  Wittenberg 
Academy,  Wittenberg,  Wis.,  and  studied  the  manual  arts  in  school  at  Wausau, 
Wis.  With  this  preparation,  he  became  a  lumber  scaler  and  worked  in  the 
Wisconsin  woods  until  1914.  Then  he  located  at  White  Lake,  this  state,  in  the 
employ  of  the  Yawley-Bissell  Lumber  Co.  In  March,  1921,  he  came  to  Barron, 
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and  with  his  brother  established  the  present  concern.  His  long  experience  in 
the  lumber  business  has  made  him  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  material  in 
which  he  works,  and  he  is  admirably  suited  for  success  along  the  lines  he  has 
chosen.  Mr.  Wenzel  was  married  April  2,  1910,  to  Mrs.  Jennie  Kaufman,  the 
widow  of  James  Kaufman  and  the  daughter  of  George  and  Jane  (Lilly)  Ham¬ 
line,  both  of  whom  are  now  deceased. 

Herman  L.  Wenzel  of  the  firm  of  Wenzel  Brothers  Manufacturing  Co., 
woodworkers  of  Barron  city,  was  born  in  Marathon  County,  this  state,  June  6, 
1877,  the  son  of  Charles  and  Albertine  (Luther)  Wenzel,  natives  of  Germany, 
both  now  deceased.  He  attended  the  school  of  his  native  county  and  took  a 
thorough  course  in  drafting  by  correspondence.  In  the  state  of  Washington 
he  did  general  contracting  for  eighteen  months.  Then  he  came  back  to  Wis¬ 
consin  and  located  at  Wausau.  There  he  had  charge  of  a  sawmill,  and  also 
engaged  to  some  extent  in  general  contracting.  In  1915  he  became  general 
superintendent  for  the  Owen  Canning  Co.  at  Owen,  Clark  County,  this  state. 
From  there,  in  March,  1921,  he  came  to  Barron  and  formed  the  present  partner¬ 
ship.  His  business  experience,  his  contracting  work  and  his  sawmill  employ¬ 
ment  have  all  fitted  him  for  success  in  this  line  of  endeavor,  and  his  friends 
predict  for  him  a  pleasant  future.  Mr.  Wenzel  was  married  June  30,  1911,  to 
Anna  E.  Johnson,  the  daughter  of  Fredrick  and  Dora  (Laqua)  Johnson,  the 
former  of  whom  is  dead  and  the  latter  of  whom  lives  at  Egger,  Wis.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Wenzel  have  three  children:  Fredrick,  born  April  13,  1912;  Gladys,  born 
Sept.  11, 1913;  and  Rupert,  born  Oct.  16,  1915. 

August  Charles  Kurschner,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  section  34,  Prairie 
Farm  Township,  was  born  in  the  old  homestead  in  this  township,  Dec.  4,  1876, 
the  son  of  Martin  and  Anna  (Kellenbach)  Kurschner,  the  pioneers.  He  was 
reared  to  farm  pursuits  by  his  father  and  attended  the  district  school.  As  a 
youth  he  first  went  into  the  lumber  woods,  and  thereafter  spent  ten  winters 
there.  Later  he  took  over  80  acres  of  the  home  farm.  He  has  built  up  a  good 
place  and  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying  along  approved 
lines.  He  is  a  man  of  sound  sense  and  good  judgment  and  is  highly  regarded 
throughout  the  community.  He  married  Fannie  James,  a  native  of  Michigan. 
She  was  a  gracious  woman  and  of  sterling  qualities,  and  her  death,  Dec.  25, 
1903,  was  sincerely  mourned.  She  left  six  children,  Raymond,  Leonard,  Mildred, 
Lloyd,  Dorothy  and  Alice.  All  are  at  home.  All  the  members  of  the  family  are 
well  liked  by  all  who  know  them. 

John  M.  Kurschner,  a  substantial  citizen  of  section  34,  Prairie  Farm  Town¬ 
ship,  is  a  native  of  this  township,  born  in  a  log  cabin  in  1886,  the  son  of  Martin 
and  Anna  (Kallenbach)  Kurschner,  early  settlers.  He  was  reared  on  the  home 
farm,  attended  district  school  and  learned  farming  from  his  father.  As  a  young 
man  he  took  over  40  acres  of  the  homestead,  and  this  he  has  since  conducted. 
He  has  a  good  set  of  buildings  and  successfully  carries  on  general  farming.  He 
has  taken  an  active  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  community  and  has  done  good 
service  on  the  school  board.  His  home  is  a  hospitable  one  and  he  and  his  wife 
delight  in  extending  a  pleasant  welcome  to  their  friends.  Mr.  Kurschner  mar¬ 
ried  Tena  Hellendrung,  who  was  born  in  Prairie  Farm  Township,  this  county, 
the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Hellendrung.  This  union  has  been  blessed 
with  two  children :  Harry  and  Archie. 

Fred  Wirth,  a  successful  farmer  of  section  35,  Prairie  Farm  Township,  was 
born  on  the  old  homestead  in  section  26,  Oct.  14,  1876,  the  son  of  Daniel  and 
Katherine  (Miller)  Wirth,  the  pioneers.  He  attended  the  district  schools  and 
learned  farming  from  his  father,  while  helping  his  parents  and  brothers  clear 
up  the  home  place.  As  a  young  man  he  rented  the  farm  of  John  Rassbach. 
When  he  bought  his  present  place  of  80  acres  in  section  35  it  was  then  nearly 
all  wild  land,  only  an  acre  or  so  had  been  cleared,  and  no  buildings  had  been 
erected.  By  hard  work  and  intelligent  effort  he  has  developed  this  tract  into 
as  good  a  place  as  is  to  be  found  in  the  neighborhood.  His  dwelling  is  an  eleven- 
room  house,  his  barn  is  commodious  and  the  other  buildings  adequate,  and 
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lighted  and  supplied  with  running  water.  The  equipment  is  excellent  and  well 
cared  for,  and  everything  about  the  place  bespeaks  the  thrift  and  good  judg¬ 
ment  of  the  owner.  Mr.  Wirth  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying  along 
modern  lines,  and  has  a  good  herd  of  Jersey  cattle  and  a  good  drove  of  swine. 
He  and  his  family  stand  well  in  the  community  and  their  house  is  one  of  the 
hospitable  homes  of  the  neighborhood.  Mr.  Wirth  was  married  June  6,  1901, 
to  Tillie  Sander,  who  was  born  in  this  county,  Nov.  6,  1882,  the  daughter  of 
Louis  and  Louisa  (Wagner)  Sander,  and  granddaughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George 
Sander  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Christ  Wagner,  pioneers  of  this  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wirth  have  a  fine  family  of  nine  children:  Romie,  Berthel,  Esther,  Lyle,  Archie, 
Meirl,  Mildred,  Ethelyn  and  Richard. 

Maurice  D.  Manson,  a  business  man  of  Rice  Lake,  was  born  on  a  farm  near 
Bellville,  Dane  County,  Wis.,  Nov.  23,  1875,  the  son  of  Alexander  and  Sarah 
(Ulrich)  Monson.  He  received  a  good  graded  and  high  school  education  and 
as  a  boy  worked  on  the  home  farm  and  in  his  father’s  s£ore.  As  a  youth  he 
learned  the  stone  mason’s  trade  and  followed  it  several  years.  In  1899  he 
engaged  in  the  clothing  business  in  his  native  village.  After  twelve  years  he 
sold  out,  in  1911,  and  came  to  Rice  Lake,  where  he  was  associated  with  Harry 
Whitney  in  the  clothing  business.  Since  June,  1919,  Mr.  Monson  has  repre¬ 
sented  the  Rice  Lake  Grocery  Co.  as  traveling  salesman,  covering  northern 
Wisconsin.  He  is  well  known  and  well  liked  in  Rice  Lake.  In  fraternal  circles 
he  is  a  Blue  Lodge,  Chapter  and  Council  Mason,  and  has  been  through  the 
chairs  of  the  Blue  Lodge.  He  and  his  family  adhere  to  the  faith  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church. 

Alexander  Monson,  now  living  retired  at  Rice  Lake,  was  born  in  New  York 
State,  his  parents  being  natives  of  Ireland,  who  came  to  America  as  young 
people,  and  in  1853  brought  their  family  to  Wisconsin  and  devoted  the  remain¬ 
der  of  their  life  to  farming.  Alexander  was  reared  on  the  farm  and  as  a  young 
man  spent  three  years  in  Texas.  He  opened  a  store  at  Bellview,  Dane  County, 
which  he  operated  for  thirty-five  years,  also  having  a  farm  near  by.  Then  he 
retired  and  took  up  his  home  with  his  son,  Maurice,  at  Rice  Lake,  Wis.  His 
wife,  Sarah  Ulrich,  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  of  German  descent.  She  died 
in  1917.  They  .were  the  parents  of  four  children:  Lillian  is  the  wife  of  Melvin 
Oslundson  of  Madison,  Wis.  Alice  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  Clark  Devine  of  Marshall, 
Wis.  Merle  died  at  the  age  of  six  years.  Maurice  D.  is  a  traveling  man  of  Rice 
Lake,  Wis.  Mr.  Monson  was  married  in  1901  at  Exter,  Green  County,  Wis.,  to 
Mabel  Longhead,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Compton)  Longhead,  the  family 
being  of  old  American  lineage  and  of  original  Irish  origin.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Long¬ 
head  have  devoted  most  of  their  lives  to  farming.  They  have  five  children: 
Bert,  Mabel,  Elizabeth,  Esther  and  Jessie.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Monson  have  given 
parental  love  and  care  to  a  little  girl,  Jean,  now  eight  years  of  age. 

Rev.  Father  Francis  Bourg,  pastor  of  the  parish  of  the  Sacred  Heart, 
Almena;  the  parish  of  St.  Charles,  in  Turtle  Lake  Township;  and  the  parish 
of  St.  John,  Vance  Creek  Township,  was  born  in  Luxembourg,  Europe,  Sept. 
25,  1868,  the  son  of  Peter  Bourg,  a  worthy  and  substantial  farmer.  After  the 
usual  classical,  theological  and  philosophical  studies,  he  was  ordained  to  the 
priesthood  at  the  historic  cathedral  at  Rheims,  France,  on  June  8,  1895,  and 
for  nine  years  was  stationed  there  as  an  assistant.  In  January,  1904,  he  came 
to  the  United  States  and  took  charge  of  the  parish  of  St.  Ann,  at  Saxon,  Iron 
County,  this  state.  In  1906  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  took  charge  of  his 
present  work.  His  rectory  is  at  Almena,  where  his  principal  congregation  is 
located.  The  other  parishes  have  about  twenty  families  each.  In  addition  to 
this  work,  Father  Bourg  was  in  charge  of  St.  Joseph’s  parish  at  Barron  for 
five  years.  Father  Bourg  admirably  fulfills  the  ideal  of  a  village  priest,  the 
true  father  of  his  people,  and  respected  by  all  for  his  learning  and  piety. 
Under  his  guidance,  through  the  blessing  of  God,  spiritual  work  in  his  parishes 
has  flourished,  and  prospered  excellently.  In  1910  under  his  direction  the 
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people  of  St.  Charles  parish  erected  the  Maple  Leaf  parish  in  Turtle  Lake 
Township. 

H.  Walter  Melbye,  an  energetic  and  popular  young  farmer  of  section  9, 
Stanley  Township,  and  a  second  lieutenant  in  the  United  States  forces  during 
the  World  War,  was  born  in  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  May  28,  1894,  son  of  Lauritz  0. 
and  Lizzie  (Halverson)  Melbye,  and  grandson  of  Olaus  and  Ellen  (Jorgenson) 
Halverson,  the  pioneers.  He  attended  the  graded  schools,  and  in  1912  was 
graduated  from  the  Humboldt  High  School  at  St.  Paul.  Then  he  entered  the 
agricultural  department  of  the  University  of  Minnesota  and  was  graduated  in 
1914.  With  this  preparation  he  was  employed  three  years  on  farms  in  Mower 
County,  in  southern  Minnesota,  and  then  for  a  year  did  cow-testing  association 
work  at  Lakefield,  Minn.  He  was  inducted  into  the  United  States  service,  Sept. 
19,  1917,  and  trained  at  Camp  Dodge,  Iowa,  with  Company  I,  361st  Infantry, 
Eighty-seventh  Division.  On  Oct.  14,  1917,  he  was  made  corporal.  Nov.  25, 

1917,  he  was  transferred  to  Camp  Pike,  Ark.,  where  he  trained  with  Company 
I,  346th  Infantry,  Eighty-seventh  Division.  Jan.  10,  1918,  he  entered  the  Third 
Officers’  Training  Camp  at  Camp  Pike,  and  after  completing  the  course,  March 
19,  1918,  was  granted  a  furlough.  Upon  his  return,  May  5,  1918,  he  was  assigned 
as  sergeant  to  Company  K,  345th  Infantry,  Eighty-seventh  Division.  May  25, 

1918,  he  was  assigned  to  the  Infantry  Replacement  Camp  at  Camp  Lee,  Va. 
June  1,  1918,  he  was  commissioned  second  lieutenant  and  went  on  special  duty 
with  Company  L,  146th  Infantry,  Thirty-seventh  Division.  June  19,  1918,  he 
was  transferred  to  the  154th  Depot  Brigade  at  Camp  Meade,  Md.  June  29  he 
was  assigned  to  special  duty  in  the  small  arms  firing  school  at  Camp  Perry, 
Ohio,  where  he  took  up  rifle  and  pistol  practice  and  sniping.  August  15  he 
returned  to  his  command  with  the  154th  Depot  Brigade  at  Camp  Meade.  Dec. 
27,  1918,  he  was  transferred  to  the  Overseas  Convalescent  Detachment,  dis¬ 
charging  wounded  soldiers.  Jan.  11,  1919,  he  was  discharged  at  Camp  Meade. 
He  then  located  on  his  present  farm  of  eighty  acres  in  section  9,  Stanley  Town¬ 
ship,  which  he  had  purchased  in  1917.  Here  he  successfully  carries  on  general 
farming  along  scientific  and  modern  lines  and  makes  a  specialty  of  Guernsey 
cattle,  Duroc-Jersey  swine  and  good  horses.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Cameron 
Live  Stock  Shipping  Association.  Mr.  Melbye  was  married  Oct.  19,  1921,  at 
Cameron,  to  Agnes  Berger,  born  at  Rice  Lake,  Aug.  23,  1894,  the  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jacob  Berger,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work. 

George  Elmer  Swanson,  an  energetic  farmer  of  section  6,  Stanley  Township, 
is  a  native  of  this  county,  born  in  Cameron,  March  14,  1894,  the  son  of  John 
and  Amelia  (Amundson)  Swanson.  John  Swanson  was  born  in  Sweden,  of  a 
good  old  family.  He  came  to  America  as  a  youth  of  sixteen,  and  as  a  young 
man  became  a  bricklayer.  He  came  to  Cameron  in  the  early  days  of  that  vil¬ 
lage,  followed  his  trade,  and  operated  one  of  the  pioneer  stores.  Later  he  moved 
to  a  farm  in  Stanley  Township,  and  there  spent  his  declining  years.  He  died  in 
1920.  He  married  Amelia  Amundson.  She  was  born  on  section  5,  Stanley 
Township,  reputed  to  be  the  first  white  child  born  in  the  township.  She  died 
Nov.  1,  1920.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Swanson  had  three  children:  Raymond,  Clar¬ 
ence  (deceased)  and  George  Elmer.  As  a  young  man,  George  Elmer  started  in 
as  a  farm  renter,  and  later  purchased  his  present  place  of  40  acres  in  section 
6,  Stanley  Township.  This  was  all  covered  with  brush.  He  has  cleared  the 
land  and  has  erected  a  fine  set  of  buildings,  so  that  he  now  has  as  good  a  place 
as  is  to  be  found  in  the  neighborhood.  He  carries  on  general  farming  and 
makes  a  specialty  of  Guernsey  cattle.  Mr.  Swanson  was  married  Nov.  7,  1914, 
to  Clara  Victoria  Hansen,  the  daughter  of  Amund  and  Margaret  (Adams) 
Hansen,  the  former  a  native  of  Norway  and  the  latter  of  Minnesota.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Swanson  have  two  children.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian 
Lutheran  Church. 

Andrew  J.  Peterson,  a  progressive  farmer  of  section  6,  Stanley  Township, 
was  born  in  Sweden,  Aug.  22,  1868,  oldest  of  the  six  children  of  John  and 
Bertha  Peterson,  the  others  in  the  family  being  Peter,  Swan,  Carl  and  Magnus 
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(deceased).  Peter  came  to  the  United  States  first,  followed  by  Andrew  J.  and 
Swan.  Andrew  J.  was  reared  in  his  native  land,  and  there  grew  to  adult  years. 
He  married  Gustina  Westlund,  who  was  born  Aug.  28,  1872,  the  daughter  of 
Elias  and  Carrie  Westlund.  She  was  the  youngest  of  four  children,  the  others 
being  Emil,  Edward  and  Axel.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  came  to  this  country 
in  1893  and  located  for  a  few  weeks  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.  Then  he  came  to  Rice 
Lake  and  entered  the  employ  of  the  Rice  Lake  Lumber  Co.,  with  whom  he 
remained  for  many  years.  He  bought  a  tract  of  40  acres  of  wild  land  in  section 
5,  Stanley  Township,  and  built  a  log  cabin  thereon.  In  1897  he  sent  for  his 
wife  and  daughter  and  they  started  home  making  on  their  farm.  For  some 
years  he  continued  his  employment  at  Rice  Lake,  walking  to  and  from  the 
farm  and  working  early  and  late  in  his  spare  time  to  develop  it.  At  first  he 
had  no  animals  at  all.  The  second  year  he  got  a  cow  and  a  horse.  As  time 
progressed  he  developed  a  good  place.  He  has  built  a  good  set  of  buildings, 
has  cleared  the  land,  purchased  suitable  equipment  and  machinery  and  acquired 
good  stock.  The  hard  work  of  himself  and  his  wife  has  resulted  in  success,  and 
they  and  their  family  are  respected  throughout  the  community.  Mr.  Peterson 
believes  in  conservative  progress  and  supports  the  things  that  he  believes  to 
be  for  the  best  intersts  of  the  community.  He  reads  the  farm  papers  and  the 
daily  papers  and  keeps  well  abreast  of  the  times  both  in  farming  and  in  the 
topics  of  the  day.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peterson  have  five  children:  Helma,  born  in 
Sweden;  and  John,  Ellen,  Bertha  and  Andrew,  born  in  Stanley  Township.  The 
family  is  loyal  in  its  support  of  the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church. 

Edward  Oscar  Hagna,  a  prosperous  and  energetic  young  farmer  who  is 
operating  120  acres  in  section  28,  Stanley  Township,  was  born  on  a  farm  not 
far  away,  Oct.  8,  1889,  the  son  of  Thurgen  E.  (Tom)  and  Lizzie  (Johnson) 
Hagna.  He  attended  the  district  school  and  was  reared  to  farm  work  by  his 
father.  In  1914  he  came  to  his  present  farm,  which  is  one  of  his  father’s  places. 
He  is  a  good  citizen,  he  understands  his  business  thoroughly  and  is  one  of  the 
rising  men  of  the  community.  He  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  and 
makes  a  specialty  of  a  good  herd  of  Guernsey  cattle.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the 
Farmers’  Shipping  Association  at  Cameron.  Mr.  Hagna  was  married  May  16, 
1916,  to  Florence  Moffett,  born  at  Hutchinson,  McLeod  County,  Minn.,  the 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Moffatt,  who  now  live  on  a  farm  near  Weyer- 
hauser,  this  state. 

Oscar  Burgeson,  a  busy  and  modern  farmer  of  section  18,  Stanley  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  Sweden,  Jan.  29,  1872,  the  son  of  Ole  and  Enga  Burgeson,  who 
spent  the  span  of  their  years  in  that  country.  He  was  reared  and  educated 
there,  and  in  1892  came  to  this  country  and  located  in  Minneapolis,  where  he 
was  variously  employed  for  some  years.  For  a  time  he  worked  on  a  dairy  farm. 
Then  he  bought  a  team  and  worked  at  teaming.  About  seventeen  years  ago  he 
settled  on  his  present  place,  which  he  had  purchased  some  ten  years  previous. 
He  had  a  team  of  horses  and  two  cows  and  started  with  a  small  frame  house 
and  log  barn.  At  first  hardships  were  many  and  comforts  were  few.  But  he 
worked  hard,  cleared  up  the  land  and  developed  a  good  place.  The  comfortable 
home  is  furnished  with  electric  lights  and  other  conveniences,  the  barn  is  well 
suited  to  its  purpose,  about  65  acres  of  the  land  has  been  cleared,  and  the  place 
is  well  stocked  with  tools  and  equipment.  The  cattle  are  of  Jersey  breed.  Mr. 
Burgeson  is  well  regarded  in  the  community  and  has  done  good  service  on  the 
school  board.  He  is  a  deacon  of  the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church  at  Rice  Lake 
and  has  been  loyal  in  his  support.  Mr.  Burgeson  married  Louisa  Reed,  a  native 
of  Sweden.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  two  children:  Francis  Oscar 
and  Alice  Louisa. 

Herman  F.  Hinze,  a  progressive  farmer  of  section  31,  Stanfold  Township, 
was  born  in  Wisconsin,  Aug.  17,  1876,  the  son  of  William  and  Minnie  (Ohm) 
Hinze,  natives  of  Germany,  who  came  to  America  in  the  fifties  and  successfully 
engaged  in  business  as  a  contractor  and  builder.  Herman  F.  received  a  good 
education  in  the  common  schools  and  for  a  time  did  various  labor  in  town  and 
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on  farms.  For  a  time  he  was  a  stationary  engineer.  In  1900  he  bought  120 
acres  in  section  31,  Stanfold  Township,  which  was  then  cutover  hardwood 
land.  There  he  built  a  log  house  and  barn,  and  started  clearing  up  the  land. 
As  his  prosperity  increased  he  built  a  good  frame  barn,  granary,  machine 
sheds  and  other  buildings.  In  1917  he  built  a  fine  stucco  house.  House  and 
barn  are  illuminated  with  electricity  and  furnished  with  running  water.  A 
pleasant  lawn  adds  to  tne  sightliness  of  the  place.  The  farm  is  well  tilled  and 
well  fenced,  the  equipment  in  tools  and  machinery  is  excellent,  and  everything 
about  the  place  bespeaks  the  hard  work  and  thrift  of  the  owner.  He  carries 
on  general  farming  and  dairying  and  has  a  good  herd  of  cattle  with  a  full 
blooded  Guernsey  sire.  He  has  been  quite  successful  in  raising  tobacco  and 
believes  that  there  are  great  possibilities  for  that  crop  in  this  region.  In  public 
affairs  Mr.  Hinze  has  served  for  a  few  years  as  a  member  of  the  school  board. 
His  financial  holdings  include  stock  in  the  Terminal  Packing  Co.  of  St.  Paul, 
the  Sales  Pavilion  at  Barron  and  the  Consumers’  Store  at  Rice  Lake.  Mr.  Hinze 
was  married  in  Stanfold  Township,  March  26,  1913,  to  Amanda  Ristow,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  August  and  Anna  (Hummel)  Ristow.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hinze  have  four 
children:  Alva  M.  was  born  June  20,  1916;  Vernon  W.  was  born  Oct.  26,  1917; 
Luvern  was  born  July  1,  1919;  Russell  L.  was  born  April  5,  1921. 

Mathias  Olson,  who  gave  his  life  in  the  cause  of  duty  as  sheriff  of  Barron 
County,  was  born  in  Norway,  Oct.  26,  1870,  the  son  of  Ole  Tollefson.  He  was 
reared  in  his  native  land  and  attended  school  there.  As  a  young  man  he  came 
to  America,  and  located  at  Prairie  Farm  Village.  Here  he  learned  the  black¬ 
smith  trade  from  his  uncle,  Ingebird  Tollefson.  Later  he  operated  a  shop  of 
his  own  in  the  village.  In  the  meantime  he  took  up  a  tract  of  160  acres  in  the 
township.  This  he  cleared  up  and  developed  into  a  good  farm.  As  the  village 
blacksmith  it  was  natural  that  he  should  become  widely  acquainted  in  the  vil¬ 
lage  and  surrounding  townships,  and  his  genial  personality  and  admirable 
qualities  made  him  a  natural  leader.  He  believed  in  everything  that  meant 
progress.  He  was  an  enthusiastic  advocate  of  establishing  electric  light  and 
telephone  service,  and  when  the  local  companies  were  formed,  became  one  of 
their  stockholders.  He  also  worked  early  and  late  in  behalf  of  a  railroad  proj¬ 
ect.  In  public  life  he  served  as  villhge  trustee  and  as  village  marshal.  His 
excellence  as  the  village  peace  officer  caused  his  friends  to  propose  him  for 
county  sheriff,  his  qualities  commended  themselves  to  the  voters  of  the  county, 
and  in  the  fall  of  1915  he  was  elected  sheriff  by  a  good  majority.  He  made  a 
most  excellent  officer,  conscientious  and  efficient,  and  his  friends  predicted  for 
him  many  high  honors.  He  was  shot  in  pursuance  of  duty  while  serving  some 
legal  papers,  on  Jan.  26,  1916.  Mr.  Olson  was  married  July  18,  1903,  at  Prairie 
Farm,  to  Karen  Klomstad,  who  was  born  in  Norway,  Dec.  13,  1883,  the  daughter 
of  Hjostel  and  Ingeborg  Klomstad.  This  union  was  blessed  with  three  children. 
Inga  Marie  and  Olaf  are  at  home.  Triygue  died  in  childhood. 

James  J.  Golden,  proprietor  of  80  acres  of  good  farming  land  in  Turtle 
Lake  Township,  besides  a  more  extensive  farm  just  across  the  line  in  Polk 
County,  and  who  is  carrying  on  a  considerable  farming  and  dairying  business, 
was  born  in  Pierce  County,  Wis.,  near  Spring  Valley,  April  12,  1874,  son  of 
Michael  and  Mary  (Frinor)  Golden.  The  parents,  natives  of  Canada,  came  to 
the  United  States  in  1862,  settling  in  Pierce  County,  Wisconsin,  where  they 
bought  120  acres  of  land  on  which  Michael  Golden  for  many  years  carried  on 
general  farming,  and  where  he  is  still  living,  though  now  at  an  advanced  age. 
His  wife  died  Dec.  12,  1920,  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine.  They  had  twelve  chil¬ 
dren,  of  whom  eleven  still  survive,  namely:  James  J.;  Mary,  who  married  M.  E. 
O’Connell  and  lives  on  a  farm  near  Spring  Valley;  Martin;  Margaret,  wife  of 
John  O’Connell;  Dennis;  Anna,  wife  of  James  O’Connell;  Edward;  Nellie; 
Celia,  wife  of  Pat  J.  Mulhollan;  Walter  and  William.  All  reside  near  Spring 
Valley,  Wis.  James  J.  Golden,  who  was  reared  in  Pierce  County,  attended 
school  at  Olivett.  He  helped  on  the  home  farm  until  22  years  old,  and  then, 
starting  in  for  himself,  worked  at  the  carpenters’  trade  for  a  few  years.  In  1902 
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he  started  in  the  implement  business,  which  for  some  years  he  combined  with- 
dairying.  After  that  for  three  years  he  conducted  a  creamery  at  Lake  City, 
Minn.,  and  one  at  Plum  City,  Wis.,  for  two  years.  He  also  helped  organize  co¬ 
operative  creameries.  Then  he  moved  to  Thorpe,  Clark  County,  Wis.,  and  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  well  drilling  business,  in  which  he  continued  five  years.  At  the 
end  of  that  time  he  came  to  Barron  County,  but  instead  of  buying  within  the 
limits  of  the  county  immediately,  he  purchased  80  acres  of  land  in  Polk  County, 
to  which  later,  by  an  additional  purchase,  he  added  120  acres.  Subsequently, 
he  sold  that  land  and  bought  226  acres,  and  on  Jan.  27,  1921,  bought  80  acres  in 
Turtle  Lake  Township,  Barron  County,  just  across  the  line  from  Almena.  This 
was  all  improved  land  except  20  acres  of  steep  upland.  The  buildings,  however, 
being  old,  Mr.  Golden  tore  them  down  and  built  new  ones,  including  a  house 
containing  nine  rooms  downstairs  and  one  room  forty  feet  square  upstairs. 
The  barn  measures  32  by  64  feet  and  had  a  full  basement  and  Louden  equip¬ 
ment.  The  other  buildings  are  a  silo,  granary,  machine  shed  and  garage.  Mr. 
Golden  carried  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  keeping  a  herd  of  32  pure¬ 
bred,  high-grade,  Guernsey  cows,  with  a  pure-bred  sire  in  the  herd.  He  also 
keeps  Duroc-Jersey  hogs.  A  part  of  his  milk  and  cream  is  sold  to  general  cus¬ 
tomers  in  Turtle  Lake,  the  balance  going  to  the  Turtle  Lake  Creamery.  Mr. 
Golden  was  married  at  Spring  Valley,  Wis.,  Feb.  12,  1901,  to  Katherine  Kiefer, 
daughter  of  John  and  Anna  (Schlitz)  Kiefer.  Her  parents  were  natives  of 
Luxembourg,  where  the  father  died  and  the  mother  is  still  living.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Golden  have  had  eight  children,  of  whom  seven  are  now  living  and 
residing  at  home,  namely:  John  Ralph,  Florence  Gertrude,  Irene,  Francis, 
Martin,  Bernard  and  Loretta.  Mr.  Golden  is  a  man  now  in  the  prime  of 
life,  with  an  abundant  fund  of  energy  and  ambition.  He  is  well  to  do,  his 
prospects  having  been  self-acquired,  and  is  well  known  and  respected  through¬ 
out  Turtle  Lake  Township  and  adjoining  territory. 

Nathan  M.  Nelson,  an  energetic  and  progressive  farmer  of  Section  30, 
Vance  Creek  Township,  was  born  in  Waushara  County,  Wis.,  Aug.  26,  1888,  the 
son  of  Nels  and  Mary  (Jeorgeson)  Nelson,  of  Denmark,  who  settled  in  Wau¬ 
shara  County  in  the  early  eighties,  and  are  now  prosperous  and  respected  resi¬ 
dents  of  that  vicinity.  He  received  a  gbod  education  in  the  public  schools, 
learned  farming  from  his  father,  and  as  a  young  man,  rented  farms.  Later 
he  purchased  his  present  place  of  80  acres.  He  has  fixed  over  the  comfortable 
farm  house,  erected  a  barn,  30  by  38  feet,  a  silo,  12  by  31  feet,  and  other  build¬ 
ings,  and  has  also  repaired  the  fences,  purchased  new  equipment,  and  made 
other  improvements.  He  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairy¬ 
ing  and  has  a  good  herd  of  Holstein  cattle.  He  is  especially  interested  in  the 
Seventh  Day  Adventist  Church  in  the  township,  and  is  now  its  treasurer.  Mr. 
Nelson  married  Pearl  Samples,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Clay  Sam¬ 
ples,  well  known  citizens.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  three  bright  chil¬ 
dren:  Henry  Lewis,  Ina  and  Arden. 

Otis  Herman  Neville,  mason  and  farmer,  Section  29,  Vance  Creek  Town¬ 
ship,  well  known  throughout  this  region,  was  born  in  Steele  County,  Minn., 
June  10,  1864,  the  son  of  John  and  Marie  Neville,  the  former  a  native  of  New 
York,  and  the  latter  of  Beloit,  Wis.  They  were  early  settlers  of  Steele  County, 
going  there  in  1861,  and  there  spending  the  remainder  of  their  days  on  a  farm. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  attended  the  common  schools  and  learned  farming 
from  his  father.  He  was  but  fourteen  years  of  age  when  he  started  working 
with  railroad  construction  crews.  In  this  employment  he  learned  the  stone 
mason  trade.  He  came  to  his  present  place  from  St.  Croix  County,  this  state, 
in  1910.  It  was  then  all  wild.  He  has  developed  it  into  an  excellent  farm.  He 
has  a  comfortable  home,  a  barn,  36  by  60  feet,  and  other  buildings,  and  the  soil 
is  well  tilled  and  the  land  well  fenced.  He  successfully  carries  on  general  farm¬ 
ing  and  stock  raising,  making  a  specialty  of  a  good  herd  of  Guernsey  cattle. 
In  connection  with  his  farming,  he  still  continues  to  work  at  his  trade.  Many 
of  the  foundations  to  the  farm  buildings  throughout  the  region  testify  to  the 
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fidelity  and  skill  with  which  he  labors  and  the  regard  in  which  his  work  is  held. 
Since  1913,  he  has  owned  and  operated  a  30-horse  power  tractor  engine  with  a 
full  threshing  outfit.  He  is  a  busy,  active  man,  who  has  the  interests  of  the  , 
community  at  heart,  and  is  doing  what  he  can  to  promote  its  welfare.  His  work 
has  brought  him  into  contact  with  many  people,  and  all  who  know  him,  hold  him 
in  respect  and  liking.  Being  of  a  fraternal  disposition,  he,  many  years  ago, 
joined  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  of  which  he  is  still  a  member.  As 
the  father  of  children,  he  is  interested  in  education,  and  has  done  excellent 
work  as  a  member  of  the  school  board  of  his  district.  Mr.  Neville  married 
Sarah  Dennis,  and  they  have  three  children:  James,  Cassius  and  Thea. 

John  Weiss,  successful  cheese  manufacturer,  proprietor  of  the  Advance 
Cheese  Factory  in  Vance  Creek  Township,  was  born  in  Baron,  Switzerland, 
April  22,  1881,  son  of  John  and  Anna  Weiss.  The  father  came  to  America  in 
1888  and  located  in  Monroe,  this  state,  where  he  was  joined  by  the  mother  and 
the  four  children  in  1893.  He  still  lives  there  and  the  mother  died  there  in 
August,  1912.  John  was  twelve  years  of  age  when  he  came  to  this  country,  and 
for  a  while  he  attended  school  in  Greene  County.  Soon,  however,  he  began 
working  among  farmers  on  his  own  responsibility.  At  eighteen  he  determined 
to  enter  the  manufacturing  end  of  the  dairy  business.  Accordingly,  he  learned 
cheese  making.  In  1916,  after  looking  over  the  field  with  care,  he  fixed  upon 
Barron  County  as  the  scene  of  his  future  activities,  attracted  here  by  the  won¬ 
derful  dairy  prospects.  He  purchased  the  Advance  Factory  in  Vance  Creek 
Township,  with  the  two  acres  of  land  adjoining,  and  started  operations.  His 
success  was  assured  from  the  start,  and  in  a  short  time  he  had  added  new  ma¬ 
chinery  and  equipment.  The  factory  specializes  in  an  excellent  grade  of  brick 
cheese  which  has  a  daily  capacity  of  12,500  pounds.  The  product  is  in  high 
favor,  and  is  shipped  to  Omaha,  Nebraska.  Mr.  Weiss  is  thoroughly  versed  in 
his  line,  he  has  the  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  does  business,  and  is  an 
estimable  citizen  in  every  respect.  He  is  a  popular  member  of  the  M.  W.  A. 
at  Reeve,  and  of  the  I.  0.  0.  F.  at  Turtle  Lake.  Mr.  Weiss  was  married  March 
3,  1903,  to  Bertha  Stiner,  and  they  have  one  son,  Emil,  a  bright  boy,  born  Aug. 
20,  1906.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

Alexander  Amans,  Section  5,  west,  Maple  Grove  Township,  is  a  native  of 
this  county,  born  in  this  county  April  3,  1891,  son  of  Anton  and  Feleman 
(Perry)  Amans,  natives  of  Canada,  who  came  to  the  States  in  1880,  and  secured 
40  acres  of  wild  land  in  Doyle  Township,  this  county,  which  they  cleared  and 
improved,  and  where  they  continued  to  carry  on  mixed  farming  and  dairying. 
In  the  family  there  were  eight  children:  Max,  deceased;  Raymond,  Alexander, 
Louisa,  Obilne,  Delena  and  Leo.  Alexander  attended  the  district  schools  of 
his  neighborhood,  learned  farming  from  his  father,  and  remained  at  home  un¬ 
til  1910.  Then  for  several  years  he  rented  farms.  In  1919  he  purchased  his 
present  place  of  120  acres.  He  has  named  it  the  Clear  Lake  Farm ;  he  has  good 
buildings  and  equipment,  and  has  been  successful  in  his  operations.  He  was 
married  Feb.  18,  1911,  to  Helen  Oliver,  daughter  of  George  and  Stella  (Hender¬ 
son)  Oliver,  formerly  of  Dunn  County,  this  state,  but  now  of  Rice  Lake,  Bar¬ 
ron  County.  Mrs.  Amans  was  one  of  eight  children:  Irene,  deceased;  Esther, 
Crystal,  Celon,  Dewey,  Lloyd,  George  and  Helen.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Amans  have 
three  children,  Vernon,  Gerald,  and  Lyle.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church. 

Isaac  A.  Anderson,  an  active  and  efficient  farmer  of  Maple  Grove  Town¬ 
ship,  has  a  good  place  of  80  acres  in  Section  8,  east,  which  he  is  cultivating 
and  improving,  and  where  he  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  He  is 
well  liked  in  the  community  and  takes  pride  in  the  growth  and  progress  of  the 
county  which  gave  him  birth,  and  in  which  his  parents  were  early  settlers.  He 
was  born  in  the  township  where  he  still  lives,  Oct.  14,  1886,  and  received  his 
education  in  the  district  school  of  his  neighborhood.  He  thoroughly  learned 
farming  from  his  parents,  Andrew  and  Augusta  (Storm)  Anderson,  and  re¬ 
mained  with  them  until  1918,  when  he  started  in  for  himself  on  a  place  which 
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he  rented.  He  bought  his  present  place  in  1919.  Mr.  Anderson  was  married 
Jan.  1,  1918,  to  Signe  Nelson,  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Anna  (Sanderson)  Nel- 
>  son,  natives  of  Sweden,  who  came  to  America  in  the  early  eighties,  and  now  re¬ 
side  in  Maple  Grove  Township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson  have  one  child,  Or¬ 
ville  A.,  born  Aug.  14,  1918.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Luther¬ 
an  Church. 

Jesse  F.  Lake,  an  enterprising  farmer  owning  40  acres  in  Section  4,  west. 
Maple  Grove  Township,  was  born  in  the  township  where  he  still  lives,  Oct.  8, 
1887,  the  son  of  William  and  Emma  (McDonald)  Lake,  of  this  township.  He 
received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools,  and  learned  farming  from 
his  father.  For  eleven  seasons  he  spent  his  winters  in  the  woods,  part  of 
the  time  in  the  employ  of  the  Ellingson  Lumber  Co.  For  two  years  he  spent 
a  part  of  his  time  operating  a  well  driller,  in  which  he  owned  a  half  interest. 
He  also  worked  in  a  brick  yard  at  Barron,  this  county,  for  a  year.  In  July, 
1914,  he  acquired  eighty  acres,  including  his  present  farm.  Later  he  sold  a 
half  of  it.  He  has  erected  buildings  and  fences,  and  carries  on  general  farm¬ 
ing  and  dairying.  He  is  hard  working  and  energetic  and  is  regarded  as  one  of 
the  rising  young  men  of  the  township.  Mr.  Lake  was  married  March  15,  1909, 
to  Maude  Hanson,  daughter  of  Hans  and  Tena  (Olson)  Hanson,  who  now  re¬ 
side  in  Barron  Township,  this  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lake  have  five  children: 
Dorothy,  born  Sept.  19,  1910;  Eleanor,  born  March  7,  1912;  Leo,  born  April  3, 
1914;  Irene,  born  May  8,  1917;  and  Hazel,  born  Dec.  6,  1919. 

Ralph  J.  Curtis,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Maple  Grove  Township,  has  a 
good  farm  of  97  acres  in  Section  21,  west,  Maple  Grove  Township,  and  is  gradu¬ 
ally  making  improvements  which  are  adding  greatly  to  its  value.  He  has 
cleared  a  part  of  the  land,  has  renovated  the  house,  has  built  a  barn,  machine 
shed  and  garage,  has  repaired  the  fences,  and  is  increasing  its  productiveness 
and  fertility.  His  place  is  equipped  with  Delco  lights  and  other  modern  con¬ 
veniences.  The  good  herd  of  Holsteins  is  headed  by  a  full-blooded  sire.  Fra¬ 
ternally,  Mr.  Curtis  is  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Modern  Woodmen. 
His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  was  born  in 
Sauk  County,  Wis.,  Nov.  30,  1885,  the  son  of  James  G.  and  Leona  (Odell)  Cur¬ 
tis,  natives  respectively  of  Dane  and  Sauk  counties,  who  now  reside  in  Maple 
Grove  Township.  He  received  his  education  in  the  district  schools,  and  worked 
for  his  father  until  1906.  Then  he  drilled  wells  for  a  while  and  later  had  charge 
of  a  cream  route  for  the  Barron  Co-operative  Creamery  Co.  Still  later  he  rented 
a  farm.  He  bought  his  present  place  in  1913.  Mr.  Curtis  was  married  Jan.  1, 
1907,  to  Belle  Dawson,  daughter  of  George  and  Eflfte  (Pomroy)  Dawson,  who 
came  to  Wisconsin  in  1893  and  farmed  until  1919,  when  they  retired  and  moved 
to  Barron,  where  they  now  live.  In  the  family  there  were  six  children:  Jess, 
Bell,  John,  Mabel,  Fred  and  Florence.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Curtis  are  the  parents 
of  four  children.  Earl  A.  was  born  June  21,  1908.  Lloyd  J.  was  born  July  22, 
1910.  Harry  R.  was  born  Nov.  16,  1912.  Eleanor  E.  was  born  March  18,  1917. 

Charles  L.  Brekken,  clerk  of  Chetek  Township,  and  early  settler  of  Bar¬ 
ron  County,  was  born  in  Norway,  July  26,  1858,  son  of  Lars  and  Marit  (Kaagen) 
Brekken,  both  natives  of  that  country.  The  family  came  to  America  in  1868, 
and  located  in  Rock  County,  Wis.,  for  a  year,  then  moving  over  the  line  to  Boone 
County,  Ill.,  where  one  of  the  children  died.  In  1876,  they  came  to  Barron 
County,  and  located  in  Section  22,  Chetek  Township.  This  tract  was  wild  stump 
land.  The  father  at  this  time  was  getting  old,  but  with  the  help  of  the  chil¬ 
dren,  he  grubbed  and  broke  the  land,  erected  buildings,  and  developed  a  farm, 
upon  which  he  and  his  family  were  enabled  to  earn  a  good  living.  The  father 
died  in  1905,  and  the  mother  in  1912.  The  seven  children  in  the  family  were: 
Ole  and  Hans,  who  grew  to  adult  years,  married  and  are  now  dead;  Charles  L., 
town  clerk  of  Chetek  Township ;  Mary,  wife  of  Tosten  Hanson,  of  Chetek  Town¬ 
ship;  John,  of  Turtle  Lake,  North  Dakota;  Lena,  wife  of  L.  J.  Bjorlie,  of  Section 
16,  Maple  Grove  Township ;  and  another,  Lena,  who  died  in  infancy.  Charles  L. 
was  a  boy  in  his  early  ’teens  when  the  family  came  to  America,  and  was  Seven- 
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teen  when  they  located  in  Barron  County.  His  father  was  then  growing  old, 
and  much  of  the  hard  work  of  the  farm  fell  on  Charles  L.  He  helped  grub  and 
develop  the  farm,  and  in  time  became  the  owner,  remaining  on  it  until  1020 
with  the  exception  of  two  years  when  he  tried  his  fortunes  in  Nebraska.  He 
added  to  the  original  acreage  until  he  had  200  acres.  Here  for  many  years  he 
carried  on  general  farming,  making  a  specialty  of  graded  Holstein  cattle, 
Poland-China  swine  and  Shropshire  sheep.  In  the  summer  of  1920  he  sold  the 
place  to  his  three  sons,  Leander,  Olin  and  Harold,  who  are  now  successfully 
operating  it.  In  addition  to  his  other  holdings,  Mr.  Brekken  is  interested  in  a 
number  of  Chetek  enterprises.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Oak  Grove 
Farmers’  Mutual  Insurance  Co.  in  1891,  and  is  still  interested  therein.  He  en¬ 
tered  the  political  arena  shortly  after  he  was  of  age.  He  and  his  wife  have 
both  been  clerk  of  their  school  district.  He  was  elected  town  clerk  in  1891, 
and  is  proving  a  most  capable,  conscientious,  and  accommodating  officer,  in 
high  favor  with  all  the  people.  For  fifteen  years  he  has  done  excellent  service 
as  secretary  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church  at  Chetek.  Mr.  Brekken  was 
married  Nov.  10,  1892,  on  a  farm  in  Chetek  Township,  to  Emma  Larson,  born 
near  Milwaukee,  at  Muskeego,  Waukesha  County,  Wis.,  the  daughter  of  Jorgen 
and  Mari  (Daehlen)  Larson,  who  were  pioneers  of  Waukesha  County,  Wis., 
and  later  moved  to  Waushara  County,  Wis.,  where  they  died.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Brekken  have  six  children:  Maude,  Leander,  Olive,  Harold  (first),  Harold  and 
Conrad.  Maude  was  born  Sept.  7,  1893,  married  John  C.  Sullivan,  and  lives 
in  Sauk  Center,  Minnesota.  Leander  was  born  Oct.  18,  1895,  and  was  there 
reared.  He  enlisted  in  the  regular  army  three  days  before  the  United  States 
entered  the  World  War.  He  was  assigned  to  Co.  G,  18th  Infantry,  First  Divi¬ 
sion,  trained  at  Jefferson  Barracks,  Missouri,  and  at  Douglas,  Arizona,  and 
served  for  a  period  on  the  Mexican  border.  In  June,  1917,  he  embarked  and 
arrived  in  France,  June  28.  He  served  with  the  First  Division,  in  some  of  the 
fiercest  fighting  at  Cantigny  Ridge,  St.  Mihiel  and  the  Meuse-Argonne.  At 
Cantigny  Ridge  he  was  badly  gassed,  but  recovered  sufficiently  to  again  engage 
in  the  conflict.  He  arrived  in  the  United  States  in  1919  with  General  Persh¬ 
ing,  but  did  not  participate  in  the  Triumphal  Parade  in  New  York  because  he 
was  company  supply  sergeant.  He  was  discharged  at  Camp  Grant,  that  fall, 
and  returned  to  the  farm.  Olin  was  born  Nov.  18,  1897.  Harold  (first)  was 
born  Sept.  3,  1902,  and  died  in  infancy.  Harold  was  born  April  4,  1904.  Conrad 
was  born  Aug.  8,  1910,  and  is  doing  well  in  school. 

Sever  L.  Sherwin,  an  enterprising  farmer  of  Section  4,  Oak  Grove  Town¬ 
ship,  came  to  this  county  in  1912,  and  purchased  80  acres  in  Section  15.  He 
there  farmed  for  four  years,  during  which  time  he  continued  the  clearing  and 
breaking.  In  1916  he  purchased  120  acres  in  Section  4,  which  he  has  since  con¬ 
tinued  to  develop  and  operate.  He  has  renovated  the  house  and  barn,  and  put 
up  a  silo  and  granary.  He  has  cleared  20  additional  acres,  and  broken  some  of 
it.  On  this  place  he  industriously  conducts  general  farming,  and  pays  particular 
attention  to  dairying.  His  cattle  are  of  the  Holstein  breed.  Born  in  Norway, 
July  20,  1873,  he  was  the  son  of  of  Lars  Sgurson  and  Martha  Larson,  the  for¬ 
mer  of  whom  died  in  Norway,  and  the  latter  of  whom  still  lives  there.  In  the 
family  there  were  four  children:  Ben,  Lars,  Sever  L.  and  Susan.  Sever  L. 
was  educated  in  Norway,  and  was  reared  to  farm  work  by  his  parents.  He 
came  to  America  in  1893,  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Dane  County,  this  state,  not 
far  from  Madison.  In  1897  he  took  employment  with  the  Fuller  &  Johnson 
Plow  Co.,  and  in  1904  with  the  American  Plow  Co.  He  bought  a  farm  near 
Madison  in  1910,  and  operated  it  two  years  before  coming  to  Barron  County. 
Mr.  Sherwin  was  married  Dec.  3,  1899,  to  Anna  Hedlave,  who  was  born  in 
Norway,  the  daughter  of  Herman  and  Syvina  Hedlave,  the  former  of  whom  is 
dead,  and  the  latter  of  whom  lives  in  that  country.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sherwin  are 
the  parents  of  four  ftae  children :  Leroy,  bora  -May  12,  1902;  Margaret  13., 
born  Aug.  16,  1904;  Agnes  A.,  born  Nov.  5,  1906;  and  Alfred  S.,  born  Aug.  20, 
1908.  Lars  was  born  July  20,  1911,  and  died  Oct.  14,  of  the  same  year. 


Google 


.998 


HISTORY  OF  BARRON  COUNTY 


George  Gagner,  farmer  of  Oak  Grove  Township,  contractor,  carpenter  and 
woodworker,  was  born  in  Sweden,  Sept.  24,  1881,  son  of  John  and  Christina 
>. (Erickson)  Gagner,  natives  of  Sweden,  who  came  to  America  in  1893,  and  set¬ 
tled  in  Rice  Lake,  this  county,  where  the  father  was  employed  by  the  Rice 
Lake  Lumber  Co.  until  1915,  when  he  retired  and  they  moved  to  Oak  Grove 
Township.  George  was  reared  in  his  native  land  and  there  learned  the  cabinet¬ 
making  trade.  He  came  to  America  in  1899,  landed  in  New  York  and,  after 
looking  about  there  for  a  while,  came  to  Rice  Lake  and  entered  the  employ  of 
the  Rice  Lake  Lumber  Co.  In  1906  he  went  to  Duluth,  Minn.,  and  was  em¬ 
ployed  as  a  cabinet  maker  and  stair  builder  in  a  sash  and  door  factory  there. 
While  there  he  attended  evening  school,  and  also  took  a  four-years’  course  by 
correspondence  in  architectural  drawing  and  estimating.  In  1914  he  came  back 
to  Rice  Lake.  A  few  months  later  he  bought  forty  acres  of  land  in  Section  24, 
Oak  Grove  Township,  where  he  still  farms.  He  has  cleared  almost  the  total 
tract,  and  has  himself  erected  a  good  set  of  buildings.  In  the  summer  he  still 
does  carpenter  work  and  general  contracting.  For  four  years  he  worked  for 
F.  D.  Stout  on  his  fancy  stock  farm  in  Cedar  Lake  Township,  and  helped  to  erect 
many  of  the  buildings  there.  Mr.  Gagner  was  married  Aug.  12,  1907,  to  Inga 
Peterson,  who  was  born  in  Norway,  Jan.  8,  1884,  daughter  of  Peter  and  Mar¬ 
tha  (Olson)  Peterson,  both  natives  of  Norway,  and  both  now  deceased.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Gagner  have  three  children:  Esther,  born  Sept.  25,  1908;  Evelyn, 
born  Aug.  3,  1910;  and  Roy,  born  July  31,  1920.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the 
Swedish  Lutheran  Church. 

Lucas  Lexa,  an  energetic  farmer  of  Section  29,  Oak  Grove  Township,  was 
born  in  Bohemia,  Oct.  16,  1881,  the  son  of  Frank  and  Anna  (Svoboda)  Lexa, 
who  spent  the  span  of  their  years  in  that  country.  He  was  reared  and  educated 
in  his  native  land  and  there  remained  until  1895.  In  that  year  he  came  to  the 
United  States,  and  for  a  while  was  employed  on  farms  in  Iowa.  He  first  came 
to  Barron  County  in  1897,  and  worked  on  farms  and  on  the  railroad.  Then  he 
went  to  Chicago,  and  worked  in  a  sash  and  door  factory  for  a  while.  In  1906 
he  once  more  came  to  Barron  County  and  bought  60  acres  in  Section  28,  Oak 
Grove  Township.  Here  he  put  up  a  good  set  of  buildings,  cleared  twenty  acres 
and  stumped  forty,  and  there  carried  on  farming  and  dairying  for  many  years. 
He  bought  his  present  farm  of  80  acres  in  1919.  He  is  working  hard  and  is  build¬ 
ing  up  a  good  place.  As  the  father  of  children,  he  is  interested  in  education  and 
is  doing  good  work  on  the  school  board.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Consumers’ 
Store  at  Rice  Lake.  Fraternally,  he  is  associated  with  the  Bohemian  Workmen. 
Mr.  Lexa  was  married  Nov.  19,  1904,  to  Mary  Tinka,  who  was  born  in  Chicago, 
Aug.  17,  1884,  the  daughter  of  James  and  Mary  (Kaska)  Tinka,  who  were  born 
in  Bohemia,  came  to  America  and  located  in  Chicago,  where  the  father  worked 
in  a  sash  and  door  factory  in  Chicago,  until  his  death,  Aug.  28,  1901,  since 
which  time,  the  mother  has  lived  with  her  daughter.  There  was  one  other 
child  in  the  family,  William,  who  died  Oct.  16,  1918.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lexa  have 
five  bright  children :  Alois,  born  Sept.  12,  1905 ;  Mary,  who  was  born  March 
17,  1907,  and  died  Sept.  24,  1909;  Agnes,  who  was  born  Aug.  24,  1908;  Mary, 
who  was  born  Feb.  22,  1910;  James,  who  was  born  Jan.  22,  1913;  and  Anna,  who 
waa.  born  .Nov.  26,  1915.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church. 

Joseph  Havel,  now  deceased,  one  of  the  first  settlers  near  Tuscobia,  Oak 
Grove  Township,  was  born  in  Bohemia,  and  was  there  educated  and  grew  to 
manhood.  He  married  Amelia  Zbolsky,  the  daughter  of  a  neighbor.  In  1890, 
they  came  to  America,  and  settled  in  Omaha,  Nebraska,  where  he  followed  his 
trade  as  a  carpenter.  In  1896  they  came  to  Barron  County,  and  purchased  60 
acres  in  Sections  28  and  29,  Oak  Grove  Township.  They  cleared  up  a  part  of 
the  land,  erected  a  set  of  buildings,  and  developed  a  farm.  Mr.  Havel  was  a 
man  greatly  respected,  he  was  a  good  family  man,  a  good  farmer  and  a  good 
citizen.  He  was  killed  by  lightning  on  May  12,  1906.  His  widow  has  since 
continued  to  operate  the  place  with  the  assistance  of  her  sons.  In  the  family 
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there  are  nine  children :  Christina,  Mary,  Rose,  Joseph,  Edward,  George,  Anna, 
Helen  and  Frank. 

Frank  Mazel,  a  careful  and  prudent  citizen,  who  owned  and  operated  three 
different  farm  in  Oak  Grove  Township,  was  born  in  Bohemia  and  was  there 
reared  and  educated.  He  married  Ann  Hubacek.  They  came  to  America  in 
the  early  seventies,  and  located  in  Nebraska,  where  they  farmed  for  many  years. 
In  1900  they  came  to  Barron  County  and  located  on  a  farm  in  Oak  Grove  Town¬ 
ship.  Successively  they  owned  two  other  farms.  They  retired  in  1910,  and  took 
up  their  home  with  their  daughter,  Mrs.  Ludvik  B.  Stodola.  Mrs.  Mazel  died 
Jan.  18,  1904,  and  Mr.  Mazel  now  lives  in  Nebraska.  They  were  the  parents  of 
thirteen  children,  of  whom  there  are  now  living  five:  Frank,  Mary,  John  P., 
Louis  and  Anna. 

John  P.  Mazel,  a  well-known  farmer  and  carpenter  of  Section  29,  Oak 
Grove  Township,  was  born  in  Nebraska,  Nov.  30,  1885,  the  son  of  Frank  and 
Anna  (Hubacek)  Mazel,  natives  of  Bohemia.  He  received  his  early  education 
in  his  native  state,  and  was  brought  to  this  county  in  1900  as  a  youth  of  four¬ 
teen  years.  He  remained  farming  with  his  father  until  1905,  when  he  learned 
the  carpenter  trade.  This  occupation  he  has  since  followed.  He  is  a  skilled 
workman,  and  has  assisted  in  constructing  many  of  the  best  farm  buildings  in 
the  township.  In  1919  he  bought  a  farm  of  60  acres  in  Section  29,  Oak  Grove 
Township,  which  he  has  improved  in  various  ways,  and  where  he  carries  on  gen¬ 
eral  farming,  still,  however,  following  his  trade.  Mr.  Mazel  was  married  June 
29,  1915,  to  Mary  Havel,  born  in  this  township,  Jan.  1,  1895,  the  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Amelia  (Zbolsky)  Havel.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  two 
children:  Amelia  H.,  born  April  12,  1918;  and  Edward  J.,  born  March  4,  1920. 

Rev.  Edmund  E.  Savageau,  pastor  of  the  parish  of  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes  at 
Dobie,  rector  of  the  church  of  that  name,  and  preceptor  of  the  parochial  school, 
is  one  of  the  vital  personal  influences  in  the  life  of  the  northeastern  part  of 
Barron  County.  As  a  pastor  of  the  parish  he  has  fulfilled  the  best  traditions 
and  ideals  of  his  calling,  he  is  revered  by  his  own  flock  and  respected  by  those 
not  of  his  faith,  and  his  sermons  and  administrations,  through  God,  are  a 
source  of  inspiration  to  higher  living.  His  scholarship  is  of  a  high  order  and 
shows  not  only  in  his  sermons  but  in  the  success  which  he  has  had  as  an  in¬ 
structor  in  his  school.  Much  as  he  is  cherished  by  the  older  people  and  loved 
by  the  boys  and  girls,  his  greatest  work  has  probably  been  among  the  young 
men,  who,  in  addition  to  their  esteem  for  him  as  a  pastor  and  teacher,  honor 
him  for  the  part  he  played  as  a  man  and  chaplain  during  the  World  War,  and 
find  in  him  one  who  understands  all  a  young  man’s  problems.  He  is  thoroughly 
modern  in  methods,  is  an  enthusiastic  community  worker,  makes  of  his  church 
a  real  community  center,  is  gradually  working  toward  full  recreational  and 
social  equipment,  and  to  this  end  has  organized  a  large  band  and  glee  club,  his 
previous  musical  experience  standing  him  in  especial  stead  in  this  particular 
line  of  work.  He  was  born  in  West  Depere,  Brown  County,  this  state,  Dec. 
21,  1891,  son  of  Severe  and  Delia  (Duaine)  Savageau,  then  well  known  resi¬ 
dents  of  that  place.  He  attended  the  public  and  parochial  schools  of  his  na¬ 
tive  place,  and  with  this  preparation  entered  St.  Norbert’s  College  at  West 
Depere,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  B.  A.  in  1907.  He 
made  a  splendid  record  and  was  at  once  engaged  as  an  instructor,  in  the  same 
institution,  covering  mathematics,  gymnastics,  etc.  He  was  also  placed  in 
charge  of  the  college  band  in  which  he  had  been  greatly  interested  through  all 
his  college  days.  In  1913  his  eyes  began  to  fail  and  he  rested  for  a  while.  He 
then  entered  the  St.  Francis  Seminary  at  Milwaukee  and  there  finished  his 
courses  in  theology  and  other  subjects.  He  was  ordained  at  Superior,  April 
12,  1914,  by  the  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  Koudelka.  He  then  became  assistant  to  the 
scholarly  Rev.  S.  A.  Leinfelder,  D.  D.,  Ph.  D.,  rector  of  St.  Mary’s  parish  at 
Rheinlander,  Wis.  That  pastor  died  Nov.  14,  and  the  assistant  took  charge  of 
the  parish  for  two  months.  On  Jan.  8,  1915,  he  was  appointed  pastor  of  the 
church  at  Lake  Nabagaman,  Wis.,  where  in  addition  to  pastoral  duties  at  the 
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church  he  conducted  mission  services  at  Blueberry,  Winneboujou,  South  Range, 
etc.,  and  at  the  county  workhouse  and  insane  asylum.  In  1915  he  was  appointed 
pastor  of  the  church  of  St.  Joseph  at  Amery,  Wis.,  with  two  missions,  one  at 
Georgetown  and  one  at  Clear  Lake.  In  July,  1917,  he  became  pastor  of  St. 
Louis’  Church  at  Superior,  Wis.,  under  the  learned  Bishop  Koudelka.  From 
there  he  offered  his  services  to  the  United  States  government  as  a  chaplain  in 
the  navy.  He  was  assigned  to  his  present  parish  March  15,  1920.  Upon  enter¬ 
ing  the  naval  service  he  took  preliminary  training  at  Boston.  He  received  an 
order  to  join  the  U.  S.  S.  Pueblo,  then  at  Rio  Janiero,  South  America.  This 
order  was  revoked  in  favor  of  the  battleship  Vermont.  He  traveled  the  high 
seas  during  the  war  period  and  after  the  Armistice  made  an  extended  cruise  of 
the  West  Coast  with  the  Pacific  Fleet.  From  Mare  Island  Navy  Yard,  Cali¬ 
fornia,  he  came  to  his  home,  arriving  there  Feb.  16,  1920,  and  then  received  his 
commission  as  Lieutenant  (J.  G.),  C.  H.  C.,  U.  S.  N.  R.  F.  Father  Savageau 
comes  of  a  good  family  of  substantial  people.  The  father,  Severe  Savageau, 
was  born  in  Canada  of  French  descent,  and  came  to  the  United  States  in  1860, 
settling  near  Green  Bay,  in  Brown  County,  Wisconsin.  There  he  farmed  and 
worked  in  the  logging  woods  for  many  years.  His  good  wife  was  a  native  of 
Wisconsin.  They  came  to  Dobie  in  March,  1920,  to  be  near  their  son.  They 
were  the  parents  of  a  large  family,  the  members  of  which  have  done  well  in 
life.  Emanuel,  Laura,  Clara  and  Edmund  (first)  are  dead.  David,  Odele, 
Mary,  Olive,  Severe,  Rev.  Vincent,  Charles  and  Edmund  E.  are  living. 

Charles  B.  Strandberg,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Section  18,  Prairie  Farm 
Township,  was  born  in  Sweden,  Aug.  14,  1866,  the  son  of  Bandt  and  Johannah 
Strandberg,  who  spent  the  span  of  their  years  as  Swedish  farmers.  The  sub¬ 
ject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  his  native  land  and  attended  school  there  for 
a  while.  As  a  young  man  he  came  to  America,  landing  in  New  York,  May  7, 
1886.  From  there  he  traveled  to  Chicago,  and  thence  to  Menomonie,  in  this 
state,  arriving  in  Prairie  Farm  before  the  end  of  the  month.  For  several  years 
thereafter  he  worked  on  farms  in  the  summer  and  fall,  in  the  woods  winters  and 
on  the  lumber  drives  in  the  spring.  In  all,  he  spent  no  less  than  fifteen  win¬ 
ters  in  lumber  camps.  In  1901  he  settled  on  his  present  farm  of  40  acres  in 
Section  18.  A  set  of  log  buildings  stood  on  the  place,  and  part  of  the  land  had 
been  cleared.  Moving  his  family  into  the  cabin,  Mr.  Strandberg  set  to  work 
with  a  will  to  build  up  a  farm.  At  first  he  had  an  ox  team  and  a  few  cows. 
With  this  beginning  he  has  developed  a  good  farm.  He  has  a  pleasant  home, 
a  barn,  34  by  60  feet,  and  other  good  buildings.  He  successfully  carries  on 
general  farming  and  dairying,  and  raises  a  good  grade  of  stock.  Mr.  Strand¬ 
berg  is  an  hard  working  man  of  solid  worth,  who  believes  in  everything  that  is 
decent  and  good.  He  is  active  in  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church  and  has  been 
a  member  of  its  board  of  trustees  for  some  eleven  years.  Mr.  Strandberg  mar¬ 
ried  Olena  Arnston  Kaetvig.  She  was  born  in  Norway,  Nov.  19,  1859,  came  to 
the  United  States  in  1879  and  married  Olof  Kastvig.  He  died  in  Barron  County 
in  1888,  at  the  age  of  thirty-one,  leaving  three  children,  Anton,  Alma  and  Laura. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Strandberg  have  one  daughter,  Amanda. 

Otto  Olson,  a  successful  farmer  owning  a  place  of  120  acres  in  Section  9, 
east.  Maple  Grove  Township,  was  born  in  Norway,  April  3, 1876,  son  of  Matt  and 
Gunhild  (Olson)  Olson,  natives  of  Norway,  who  spent  the  span  of  their  days 
in  that  country.  Otto  was  educated  in  Norway,  and  in  1892  set  out  for  the 
New  World.  For  some  years  he  worked  on  farms  and  ranches  in  North  Dakota. 
It  was  in  1898  that  that  he  came  to  Barron  County,  and  two  years  later  he  ac¬ 
quired  his  present  place.  He  cleared  and  broke  fifty  acres,  erected  a  complete 
set  of  buildings,  built  fences,  and  purchased  equipment,  and  now  carries  on 
general  farming.  He  has  done  good  work  on  the  school  board  of  his  district, 
has  been  clerk,  and  is  now  treasurer.  Being  of  a  fraternal  nature,  he  has 
allied  himself  with  the  Modern  Woodmen.  He  and  his  family  attend  the  Nor¬ 
wegian  Lutheran  Church.  Mr.  Olson  is  still  making  improvements,  and  re¬ 
cently  installed  the  Delco  lighting  system  in  home  and  barns.  He  is  gradually 
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grading  his  Jerseys  into  an  excellent  herd.  Mr.  Olson  was  married  Dec.  9, 
1897,  to  Sophia  Larson,  daughter  of  Louis  and  Helena  (Olson)  Larson,  natives 
of  Norway,  who  came  to  America  in  the  early  sixties.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Olson  have 
four  children:  Glen,  born  March  2,  1901;  Violet,  born  April  30,  1904;  Clifford, 
born  Aug.  6,  1906;  and  Clayton,  born  Nov.  4,  1916. 

Gilbert  O.  Braaton,  successful  farmer,  Section  35,  west,  Maple  Grove  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  Norway,  Jan.  12,  1860,  and  there  received  his  education  and 
learned  the  trade  of  shoemaking.  In  June,  1886,  he  came  to  America,  and 
after  landing  in  New  York,  found  his  way  to  Granite  Falls,  Minn.,  where  he 
was  a  shoemaker  for  ten  years.  Then  he  opened  a  shop  at  Hanley  Falls,  Minn. 
Next  he  and  his  son,  George,  had  a  shoe  store  and  repair  shop  at  Wood  Lake, 
Minn.  From  there  he  came  to  Barron  County  in  1911,  and  bought  and  sold  three 
different  places  before  acquiring  the  present  farm.  He  now  successfully  car¬ 
ries  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  Mr.  Braaton  was  married  April  9,  1888, 
to  Carrie  J.  Brakke,  whose  parents  were  Minnesota  pioneers.  She  died  at 
Wood  Lake,  Minn.,  March  14,  1900,  after  bearing  her  husband  two  children: 
George,  who  was  born  Dec.  10,  1888,  and  Julius,  who  was  born  Dec.  5,  1892,  and 
died  Nov.  17,  1903. 

George  Braaton,  a  prosperous  young  farmer  of  Section  35,  west,  Maple 
Grove  Township,  was  born  in  Granite  Falls,  Minn.,  Dec.  10,  1888,  son  of  Gil¬ 
bert  O.  and  Carrie  J.  (Braake)  Braaton.  He  lived  with  his  parents  in  Granite 
Falls,  and  Hanley  Falls,  Minn.,  and  at  Wood  Lake,  Minn.,  where  he  completed 
his  schooling  with  a  two-years’  course  in  the  high  school.  He  then  associated 
himself  with  his  father  and  opened  a  shoe  shop  and  repair  shop  in  that  place. 
He  came  to  this  county  with  his  father  in  1911  and  has  since  been  associated 
with  him  in  his  ventures  with  the  exception  of  about  two  years  when  he  clerked 
in  various  stores  in  North  Dakota.  He  is  now  his  father’s  partner  in  the  farm, 
and  is  one  of  the  well-known  young  men  of  the  community. 

Peter  A.  Johnson,  Section  12,  west,  Maple  Grove  Township,  was  born  in 
Sweden,  June  13,  1861,  son  of  John  and  Anna  (Johnson)  Swenson.  He  was 
educated  in  Sweden,  and  did  farm  work  there  until  coming  to  America.  He 
reached  the  United  States  in  1883,  worked  for  a  year  in  a  nursery  in  Connec¬ 
ticut,  and- then  found  his  way  to  Iowa,  where  he  worked  on  a  farm.  In  1895 
he  came  to  Barron  County,  and  bought  a  farm  in  Chetek  Township,  where  he 
remained  two  years.  He  purchased  his  present  farm  of  80  acres  in  1897.  He 
has  cleared  35  acres,  fenced  the  entire  farm,  and  erected  suitable  buildings. 
Here  he  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the 
useful  citizens  of  the  community.  He  and  his  family  worship  at  the  Norwegian 
Lutheran  Church.  Mr.  Johnson  was  married  Feb.  19,  1894,  to  Hanna  Olson, 
a  native  of  Norway.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  nine  children:  Bena 
was  born  Oct.  25,  1894,  and  is  the  wife  of  Christ  Gilbertson.  Oscar  L.  was 
born  June  28,  1896.  George  H.  was  born  Dec.  24,  1898.  Amanda  was  born 
Oct.  25,  1900,  and  is  housekeeper  for  Even  Monson.  Gladys  was  born  Nov.  9, 
1902,  and  died  Nov.  30,  of  the  same  year.  Hilda  C.  was  born  Nov.  14,  1903. 
Elmer  L.  was  born  Dec.  4,  1905.  Alvira  V.  was  born  March  18,  1907.  Martin  A. 
was  born  May  1,  1911. 

Albert  M.  Wilson,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Section  31,  Sumner  Township, 
was  born  in  Brookfield,  Waukesha  County,  this  state,  July  11,  1861,  the  son  of 
Orrin  M.  and  Ladoma  (Grover)  Wilson.  Orrin  Wilson  was  born  in  New  York 
State,  and  came  to  Wisconsin  as  a  young  man.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil 
War,  he  enlisted  in  Co.  A,  28th  Wis.  Vol.  Inf.,  and  served  with  valor,  died  in 
service,  and  is  buried  at  Pine  Bluff,  Arkansas.  He  married  Ladorna  Grover, 
who  was  born  in  Birdsell,  Algoma  County,  New  York,  April  13,  1836,  and  died  in 
Barron  County,  Wis.,  Dec.  24,  1920,  the  daughter  of  Morgan  L.  and  Harriet 
(Barber)  Grover.  Morgan  L.  Grover  was  born  Dec.  10,  1815,  and  was  married 
in  1833,  to  Harriet  Barber.  He  was  the  son  of  Solomon  and  Betsey  (Stowe) 
Grover,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  May  17,  1775,  and  the  latter  Dec.  22, 
1777.  Orrin  Wilson  and  his  wife  had  six  children:  Harriet,  Morgan,  Lamira, 
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Byron,  Albert  M.  and  Arthur  0.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  In  Sauk 
County,  this  state.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  struck  out  for  himself,  and  worked 
on  farms  and  in  the  lumber  woods.  '  As  a  young  man  he  homesteaded  120 
acres  in  what  was  then  Bloomer  Township,  but  which  is  now  Strickland  Town¬ 
ship,  Rush  County,  this  state,  where  he  erected  a  log  cabin,  and  started  clear¬ 
ing  the  land.  By  hard  work  he  developed  a  good  farm  and  erected  a  suitable 
set  of  buildings.  He  attained  prominence  in  his  locality,  and  for  three  years 
was  town  treasurer.  His  first  visit  to  Barron  County  was  made  in  1877,  when 
he  first  started  out  for  himself.  In  1900,  after  selling  his  homestead,  he  bought 
an  improved  farm  of  100  acres  in  Dallas  Township.  A  year  later  he  sold  out. 
At  that  time  he  bought  two  tracts  of  land  in  Chetek  Township,  160  acres  two 
miles  west  of  the  village,  and  80  acres  two  miles  east  of  it.  In  1902,  he  bought 
his  present  place  in  Section  31,  Sumner  Township.  To  make  the  trip  with  his 
goods  from  Sumner  Village  to  his  homestead,  cutting  the  trail  through  the 
woods  as  he  went,  he  took  nine  and  a  half  days.  The  land  upon  which  he  set¬ 
tled  was  entirely  wild,  a  dismal  tract  covered  with  stumps  and  brush.  But  he 
was  accustomed  to  pioneering,  he  knew  the  ppssibilities  of  the  fertile  soil,  and 
he  set  to  work  with  a  will  to  develop  a  farm.  He  now  has  a  good  place,  with 
good  buildings,  and  is  one  of  the  substantial  and  successful  men  of  the  commu¬ 
nity.  He  carries  on  general  farming,  and  makes  a  specialty  of  a  special  strain 
of  full-blooded,  registered  Holstein  cattle.  Mr.  Wilson  is  a  supporter  of  every¬ 
thing  that  is  for  the  betterment  and  progress  of  the  community,  was  one  of  the 
prime  movers  in  putting  the  rural  telephone  line  in  his  neighborhood,  and  holds 
stock  in  the  telephone  company,  the  creamery  and  the  store.  As  the  father  of 
children,  he  is  a  thorough  believer  in  education,  and  has  done  good  service  on 
the  school  board.  Mr.  Wilson  was  married  at  Chetek,  on  Aug.  12,  1894,  to  Phil- 
inea  C.  Howard,  who  was  born  May  28,  1872,  oldest  of  the  six  children  of 
Thomas  J.  and  Ellen  (Ward)  Howard,  natives  respectively  of  Indiana  and 
Maine,  who  came  to  Barron  County  in  1868,  and  located  on  a  homestead  of  160 
acres  in  Dallas  Tdwnship,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  he 
dying  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  and  she  still  living  on  the  homestead.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Wilson  have  five  children:  Madge  Ladorna,  a  teacher;  Myrtle  Elenora 
and  Iva  Pauline,  who  are  training  as  nurses  at  the  Englewood  Hospital,  Chi¬ 
cago;  Grace  Alberta,  who  is  a  student  at  the  Barron  County  Training  School, 
Rice  Lake;  and  Lillian  Lucille,  at  home.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Free 
Methodist  Church. 

John  Ludvigson,  guide  and  fisherman  of  Chetek  Lake,  was  born  in  Nor¬ 
way,  Sept.  15,  1846,  son  of  Hans  and  Helen  (Johnson)  Ludvigson,  who  came  to 
America  in  the  early  fifties,  lived  for  about  eight  years  in  Fond  du  Lac  County, 
Wis.,  and  in  1861  located  in  Elk  Mound,  Dunn  County.  There  the  father  and 
his  brother-in-law,  Mr.  Johnson,  bought  10  forty-acre  tracts  and  started  farm¬ 
ing  on  a  large  scale.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  Mr.  Johnson  enlisted, 
and  lost  his  life  during  that  conflict.  As  a  youth,  John  Ludvigson  worked  for 
about  ten  years  for  G.  A.  Buffington,  being  engaged  at  the  sawmill  in  Eau  Claire 
in  the  summer  time  and  in  the  lumber  woods  in  the  winters.  He  had  many 
interesting  experiences  in  the  woods,  living  in  shanties  built  to  accommodate 
75  lumberjacks,  eating  the  hearty  fare  of  the  woods,  joining  in  the  hilarious 
sports,  and  doing  his  share  in  leveling  the  great  forests  of  this  part  of  the 
state.  With  his  earnings  he  took  some  land  which  his  father  had  acquired  in 
Dunn  County,  and  on  this  he  started  farming.  But  after  eight  years  of  farm¬ 
ing,  he  found  that  he  was  $500  in  debt.  So  he  decided  to  go  back  to  his  former 
life  as  a  woodsman.  He  then  entered  the  employ  of  R.  Le  Seuer,  of  Rice  Lake. 
For  him  he  worked  along  the  Moose  Ear  Creek  in  the  northeastern  part  of  the 
county,  and  in  a  sawmill  four  miles  east  of  New  Auburn.  He  also  helped  to 
develop  for  his  employer  a  farm  near  Rice  Lake,  and  broke  for  him  some  200 
acres.  When  Mr.  Le  Seuer  sold  out  to  C.  Rickard,  Mr.  Ludvigson  continued  in 
his  employ  for  a  while.  About  this  time  he  began  taking  fishing  parties  out  on 
the  lake,  and  is  still  engaged  in  this  occupation.  For  many  years,  however,  he 
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still  continued  to  work  in  sawmills  in  the  winter  time.  For  a  time  he  con¬ 
ducted  a  boat  livery  at  Chetek  which  is  now  owned  by  his  nephew.  He  was  also 
in  the  ice  business  for  a  while,  cutting  the  pure  ice  from  Lake  Chetek,  storing 
it,  and  marketing  it  in  the  city  and  to  the  hotels  and  cottages  along  the  lake. 
This  work  was  a  bit  too  strenuous,  however,  and  he  abandoned  it.  In  the  winter 
of  1919-20,  he  spent  a  few  months  in  fishing  and  other  recreation  at  Corpus 
Christi,  Cal.  He  is  hale  and  hearty,  he  loves  the  outdoors,  he  is  an  expert  in  his 
line,  and  as  a  man  and  citizen  he  is  highly  regarded.  He  has  a  pleasant  home 
in  the  city,  the  main  part  of  which  was  moved  in  to  the  city  from  a  mile  south, 
where  Mr.  Ludvigson  had  erected  it  on  a  small  tract  presented  to  his  wife  by 
his  parents.  Mr.  Ludvigson  was  married  Sept.  1,  1867,  at  Elk  Mound,  Dunn 
County,  this  state,  to  Carrie  Beagle,  who  was  born  in  Vermont  about  1849,  came 
west  shortly  after  the  Civil  War  (in  which  her  father  served)  with  her  par¬ 
ents,  Daniel  and  Adelaine  (Donaldson)  Beagle,  and  settled  with  them  in  Chetek 
Township,  near  the  county  line,  where  both  of  them  died.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lud¬ 
vigson  were  the  parents  of  six  children:  One  daughter  died  in  infancy;  Han¬ 
nah  is  the  wife  of  Clayton  Dodge,  of  Chetek;  Ella  is  the  wife  of  Cecil  Hazel- 
tine,  and  lives  near  Duluth,  Minn.  Lida  is  the  wife  of  Edwin  Williams,  and  also 
lives  near  Duluth.  Edwin  died  at  four  years.  A  son  died  in  infancy.  John 
Ludvigson  was  the  fifth  of  eight  children.  Johannah  Johnson  and  Mary  Strand 
live  in  Menomonie,  Wis.  Martha  and  William  live  in  Elk  Mound,  Wis.  Three 
are  dead. 

Martin  T.  Mogenson,  potato  buyer  and  shipper,  of  Chetek,  is  one  of  the  rep¬ 
resentative  and  substantial  business  men  of  the  place  and  has  been  successful 
in  his  operations.  He  was  born  in  Denmark,  Nov.  22,  1866,  son  of  Carl  and 
Anna  Marie  (Matson)  Mogenson,  who  spent  the  span  of  their  years  in  that 
country.  He  was  reared  in  his  native  land,  and  there  attended  school  for  a 
brief  period.  He  came  to  the  United  States  in  1885,  and  located  in  Northwood, 
Iowa,  where  he  worked  on  a  farm  two  years.  In  1892  he  moved  to  Steele  County, 
Minnesota,  where  he  also  farmed.  He  came  to  Barron  County  in  1896,  and 
bought  an  improved  farm  of  eighty  acres  in  Barron  Township.  Three  years 
later  he  took  up  business  and  moved  to  Chetek.  He  has  since  successfully  con¬ 
tinued  as  a  general  dealer.  He  has  a  good  potato  warehouse  near  the  Omaha 
tracks,  and  deals  extensively  in  potatoes,  machinery  and  implements.  He  also 
handles  other  lines  as  well,  buying  and  selling  farm  produce  as  the  market 
seems  to  warrant.  The  home  in  the  city  is  a  pleasant  one,  and  a  place  of 
hospitality  and  good  cheer  for  all  the  friends  of  the  family.  Mr.  Mogenson  was 
married  in  Iowa,  in  1888,  to  Louise  B.  E.  Johnson,  who  was  born  in  Sweden. 
Her  mother  died  in  Sweden,  and  her  father,  Bertie  Johnson,  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1890  and  died  in  Iowa  four  years  later.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mogenson  have 
had  seven  children,  Louis,  Alma  Charlotte,  Myrtle,  Guy,  Lloyd,  Gladys  and 
Leona.  Louis  was  born  in  Iowa  and  died  in  Minnesota  at  the  age  of  ten  months. 
Alma  Charlotte  was  born  April  17,  1893,  and  married  Arndt  Olson,  who  farms 
south  of  Chetek.  Myrtle  was  born  Nov.  28,  1894,  married  Frank  Newman,  a 
farmer  north  of  Chetek,  and  has  one  child,  Phyllis.  Guy  was  born  July  12, 
1896,  and  was  killed  by  the  falling  of  a  barn,  Aug.  14,  1911.  Lloyd  was  born 
June  20,  1898,  and  married  Olga  Knappen.  Gladys  was  born  Oct.  8,  1900,  and 
was  married  Dec.  6,  1919,  to  Arthur  Nelson,  a  Chetek  barber.  Leona  was  born 
June  5,  1904. 

Salem  Hand,  an  early  settler  of  Barron  County,  was  born  in  Minnesota,  and 
married  Emma  Moore,  a  native  of  England.  They  farmed  for  many  years  in 
Iowa,  and  then  came  to  Barron  County.  In  the  Hand  family  there  were  eight 
children.  Florence  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Cummings,  of  Chetek.  Ida  is  the  wife 
of  Matthew  Mair,  of  Chetek.  Roy  and  Allie  are  in  the  state  of  Washington. 
Rollie  is  in  Iowa.  Winnie  is  the  wife  of  Fred  Holtz,  of  Barron.  Clinton  has 
been  proprietor  of  the  Barron  Hotel,  at  Barron.  Mabel  is  the  wife  of  Ward 
Wells,  of  Barron. 
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Matthew  Mair,  business  man  of  Chetek,  was  born  Oct.  19,  1876,  son  of 
James  and  Margaret  (Elgy)  Mair.  He  was  reared  and  educated  in  Chetek,  and 
has  had  an  active  commercial  career  here.  For  some  time  he  was  a  piano  sales¬ 
man  and  for  several  years  he  conducted  a  restaurant.  Later  he  erected  a  good 
three-story  cement  block  building,  30  by  60  feet,  and  opened  a  general  store 
therein.,  This  business  prospered,  and  in  time  he  established  a  branch  at  New 
Auburn,  on  the  south  line  of  the  county.  In  1920  he  sold  the  two  stores,  and 
took  over  the  management  of  the  Chetek  Auto  Co.  in  which  he  is  a  stockholder 
and  director.  He  also  has  other  extensive  interests  in  and  out  of  the  county. 
His  home  is  a  pleasant  apartment  on  the  second  floor  of  his  brick  block.  Fra¬ 
ternally,  Mr.  Mair  is  a  member  of  the  Beavers,  but  he  has  been  too  busy  with 
other  things  to  mingle  much  in  lodge  life,  although  he  is  possessed  of  those 
qualities  of  friendliness  and  geniality  which  help  to  make  a  popular  fraternity 
member.  He  is  actively  interested  in  public  life  and  for  a  time  did  excellent 
service  as  a  city  alderman.  He  has  also  served  on  various  committees  and  dele¬ 
gations.  He  is  a  solid,  substantial  citizen,  and  a  man  always  to  be  depended 
on.  Mr.  Mair  was  married  April  8,  1900,  in  Barron,  this  county,  to  Mrs. 
Ida  Hand  Andrus,  daughter  of  Salem  and  Emma  (Moore)  Hand.  By  her  first 
husband  she  has  one  son,  Percy,  a  Chetek  barber.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mair  have 
one  son,  Volney,  born  Sept.  17,  1904. 

Thomas  E.  Perry,  a  modern  farmer  of  Section  27,  east,  Chetek  Township, 
was  born  near  Augusta,  in  Eau  Claire  County,  Wis.,  Sept.  26,  1876,  the  son 
of  William  F.  and  Sarah  (Helegar)  Perry.  These  good  people  were  natives  re¬ 
spectively  of  Canada  and  of  New  York  State.  They  came  west  as  young  peo¬ 
ple,  were  married  in  Augusta,  and  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives  as  Eau 
Claire  County  farmers.  Thomas  E.  was  the  third  of  five  children.  He  attended 
the  district  school  at  Otter  Creek,  in  his  native  county,  and  grew  up  on  the 
farm.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one,  he  went  to  Eau  Claire,  and  entered  the  em¬ 
ploy  of  a  sawmill.  A  few  years  later  he  started  work  in  a  flour  mill  there.  In 
1909  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  for  two  years  worked  in  the  canning  fac¬ 
tory  at  Chetek.  He  bought  his  present  farm  of  100  acres  in  1911.  It  was  then 
a  well-improved  place,  and  he  has  continued  the  developments,  erecting  two 
silos,  and  purchasing  new  equipment.  Here  he  carries  on  general  farming, 
making  a  specialty  of  Jersey  cattle,  Poland-China  swine  and  good  horses.  Mr. 
Perry  married  Bertha  Johnson,  a  native  of  Norway,  and  this  union  has  been 
blessed  with  six  children :  Lawrence,  Victor,  Edgar,  Leona,  Ralph  and  Arthur. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Perry  take  their  part  in  the  social  affairs  of  the  community,  they 
have  a  pleasant  home  in  which  their  friends  and  their  childrens’  friends  are 
always  made  welcome,  and  they  are  well  liked  by  all  who  know  them. 

Lynn  Weatherbee  Prideaux,  proprietor  of  the  Oak  Grove  Farm,  Section  7, 
Chetek  Township,  is  one  of  the  progressive  young  men  of  the  community,  and 
is  taking  an  active  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  neighborhood  in  which  he  lives. 
He  believes  in  modern  methods  and  in  doing  everything  possible  to  make  farm 
life  attractive,  and  is  an  enthusiastic  exponent  of  community  effort  along  both 
social  and  business  lines.  He  was  born  in  Murray  County,  Minn.,  Dec.  17,  1890, 
the  son  of  H.  L.  and  Ida  (Weatherbee)  Prideaux.  He  attended  district  school 
and  as  a  young  man  took  a  Farmer’s  Short  Course,  which  has  proved  valuable 
to  him  throughout  his  career,  as  he  has  since  continued  to  read  widely  along  the 
same  lines.  For  a  while,  in  addition  to  farming,  he  was  substitute  carrier  on 
a  route  out  of  Adrian,  Minn.  In  1919  he  came  to  Barron  County,  and  bought 
his  present  farm  of  eighty  acres.  He  has  made  a  number  of  improvements,  in¬ 
cluding  the  erection  of  a  barn,  34  by  40  feet,  with  a  silo.  On  this  place  he  con¬ 
ducts  general  farming  operations,  and  makes  a  specialty  of  Holstein  cattle,  big 
type  Poland-China  swine,  and  Belgian  horses.  His  holdings  include  stock  in 
the  Co-operative  Store  Co.,  and  in  the  Farmers’  Co-operative  Creamery,  both  at 
Chetek.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  Adrian  Lodge,  No.  199,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  at 
Adrian,  Minn.  He  and  his  wife  are  both  active  in  the  Community  Club  of  Sum¬ 
ner  Township,  and  he  is  now  serving  efficiently  at  its  president.  Mr.  Prideaux 
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■was  married  at  Adrian,  Minn.,  to  Genevieve  Robinson,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Thomas  Stewart  Robinson. 

Gustave  H.  Dahl,  an  enterprising  farmer  of  Chetek  Township,  was  born 
near  Christiania  Norway,  Oct.  20,  1866,  and  was  there  reared  and  educated. 
In  1888  he  came  to  the  United  States,  and  upon  reaching  Wisconsin,  was  em¬ 
ployed  for  a  time  on  farms.  For  nine  years  he  was  in  business  in  Menomonie, 
in  Dunn  County.  In  1913  he  came  to  Barron  County,  and  located  in  Dovre 
Township.  In  1920  he  sold  that  place  and  bought  his  present  place.  He  is  a 
good  farmer,  carries  on  his  operations  in  a  business-like  way,  and  being  a 
genial,  kindly  man,  is  well  liked  by  all.  He  is  a  popular  member  of  the  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America.  Mr.  Dahl  was  married  at  Menomonie,  Wis.,  May  5, 
1893,  to  Emma  F.  Barden,  born  in  Chippewa  Falls,  Wis.,  Feb.  7,  1878,  daughter 
of  A.  H.  and  Mary  (Blood)  Barden.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  three 
children:  Grant  C.,  Clarence  H.  and  Evelyn  G.  Evelyn  G.  is  the  wife  of  O.  F. 
Kopp,  of  Chetek  Township. 

Grant  C.  Dahl,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Section  28,  east,  Chetek  Township, 
was  born  in  Menomonie,  Dunn  County,  this  state,  Oct.  14,  1895,  the  son  of  Gus¬ 
tave  H.  and  Emma  F.  (Barden)  Dahl.  He  was  reared  in  his  native  county, 
and  as  a  youth,  learned  fanning.  He  came  to  this  county  with  his  parents,  and 
for  a  time  worked  in  the  canning  factory  at  Chetek.  Then  he  began  renting 
farms  in  this  vicinity.  He  now  operates  a  tract  of  120  acres  in  Section  28,  east. 
He  is  a  hard  working  man  and  is  well  thought  of  by  all  who  know  him.  Mr. 
Dahl  married  Marie  Anderson,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elmer  Anderson.  This 
union  has  been  blessed  with  three  children:  June,  Harry  and  William. 

Amund  Nelson,  contracting  well  driller  and  thresher,  with  headquarters 
at  Cameron,  was  born  in  Norway,  Nov.  10,  1880,  youngest  of  the  three  children 
of  Nels  Olson  and  Zena  Peterson.  He  attended  school  for  a  while,  and  was  but 
eleven  years  of  age  when  he  came  to  America  with  his  brother,  PeterJohnson, 
who  brought  him  at  once  to  Barron  County.  Here  he  spent  his  youth  on  a  farm. 
When  he  became  of  a  suitable  age,  he  began  spending  his  winters  in  the  woods 
logging,  and  his  springs  on  the  rivers  driving  logs.  For  a  short  time  he  farmed 
as  a  renter.  Some  years  ago  he  started  digging  open  wells.  Later  he  acquired 
a  well-drilling  outfit,  and  this  he  now  operates  throughout  this  part  of  the 
state.  He  is  an  expert  in  his  line,  he  thoroughly  understands  underground  wa¬ 
ter  conditions  in  this  region,  and  he  is  a  good  business  man,  known  far  and  wide 
for  integrity  and  far  dealing.  In  the  fall  season  he  operates  his  fine  threshing 
outfit.  His  life  is  a  busy  one,  and  he  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  successful  men 
of  the  village.  Mr.  Nelson  married  Ida  Gilbertson,  the  daughter  of  Lars  and 
Carrie  Gilbertson,  early  settlers  of  this  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nelson  have 
three  children:  Lela,  Clara  and  Marvin. 

Henry  S.  Comstock,  formerly  county  attorney,  formerly  county  judge,  and 
now  a  prominent  attorney  of  Cumberland,  was  born  at  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  Aug. 
15,  1858.  He  attended  school  until  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  then  started  teach¬ 
ing.  Seven  years  later  he  began  the  study  of  law  at  Arcadia,  Wis.,  in  the  office 
of  E.  C.  Higbee,  now  circuit  judge,  residing  at  La  Crosse.  Subsequently,  he 
took  a  course  in  law  at  the  University  of  Wisconsin,  and  graduated  in  the  class 
of  1883.  On  July  1,  of  that  year,  he  formed  a  partnership  with  his  preceptor, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Higbee  &  Comstock.  In  December,  1884,  he  moved  to 
Barron,  this  county,  and  the  following  May  came  to  Cumberland,  where  he  has 
since  maintained  his  home  with  the  exception  of  the  years  when  he  was  at  the 
county  seat  in  county  office.  In  the  fall  of  1886  he  was  elected  district  attor¬ 
ney,  refusing  a  renomination  at  the  end  of  his  term.  In  the  spring  of  1889  he 
was  elected  county  judge,  in  which  position  he  served  with  much  distinction. 
In  local  politics  he  has  filled  a  number  of  offices,  including  that  of  city  attorney 
and  city  clerk.  He  has  also  served  as  member  and  chairman  of  numerous  com¬ 
mittees*  and  delegations  of  the  Republican  party,  being  especially  active  in 
Conventions  before  the  Primary  system  was  adopted.  Judge  Comstock  was  mar¬ 
ried  Nov.  6,  1887,  to  Jennie  Rathbone. 
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August  C.  Boltz,  a  respected  and  well  thought  of  citizen  of  Section  12,  Clin¬ 
ton  Township,  was  born  in  Germany,  Jan.  5,  1868,  the  son  of  John  and  Minnie 
Boltz.  These  good  people  were  born  in  Germany,  were  reared,  educated  and 
married  there,  brought  their  family  to  the  United  States  in  1870,  and  engaged 
in  farming  in  Jefferson  County,  this  state.  There  the  father  died  May  11,  1914, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years.  The  mother,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years,  is 
making  her  home  with  a  daughter,  Emma,  at  Johnson  Creek,  in  Jefferson 
County,  this  state.  In  the  family  there  were  five  children:  Edith;  Hattie,  the 
wife  of  J.  Jones,  of  Milwaukee,  Wis.;  Emma,  the  wife  of  Henry  Stark,  of  John¬ 
son  Creek,  Wis.;  and  Mollie,  who  is  dead.  August  C.  attended  school  in  Ger¬ 
many  until  1870,  when  he  was  brought  to  Jefferson  County,  this  state,  where  he 
continued  his  education.  As  a  youth  he  worked  out  for  a  while,  but  most  of  his 
time  was  spent  at  home,  helping  to  farm  and  clear  up  the  land,  and  chop  wood. 
In  1881  he  came  to  Barron  County,  and  bought  80  acres  in  Section  12,  Clinton 
Township.  He  was  not  yet  ready  to  settle  down  however,  so  he  traveled  through 
Wisconsin,  Minnesota  and  the  Dakotas,  and  finally  learned  the  moulders’  trade 
at  Milwaukee,  specializing  in  making  car  wheels.  In  this  capacity  he  worked 
for  several  railroad  companies,  first  in  Milwaukee,  then  in  Chicago,  and  then 
for  six  years  in  St.  Paul,  Minn.  Later  he  came  back  to  his  farm,  and  started 
clearing  up  the  land.  At  first  he  put  up  a  three-room  house.  To  this  he  has 
added  until  he  now  has  a  comfortable  eight-room  residence.  His  first  barn  was 
of  logs.  Now  he  has  a  frame  structure,  34  by  66  feet,  with  full  basement,  ce¬ 
ment  floor,  and  other  conveniences.  Here  he  successfully  carries  on  general 
farming  and  dairying.  He  has  a  good  herd  of  cattle,  some  full-bloods  and  some 
grades,  with  a  full-blooded  Holstein  sire.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Modern  Woodmen.  Mr.  Boltz  was  married  on  July  2,  1895,  to  Emma  Eilers,  the 
daughter  of  William  and  Mary  Eilers,  natives  of  Germany,  who  came  to  the 
United  States  when  young,  and  lived  for  many  years  in  St.  Paul,  both  being  now 
dead.  Mr.  Eilers  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  having  served  as  a  cook 
throughout  the  entire  conflict.  In  the  Eilers  family  there  are  three  children: 
Frank,  of  St.  Paul;  Selma,  the  wife  of  Charles  Brums,  of  St.  Paul;  and  Emma, 
Mrs.  Boltz.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boltz  have  four  children:  Evelyn  is  a  proficient 
teacher;  Theodore  helps  on  the  home  farm;  Roy  and  Edith  are  doing  well  with 
their  studies  in  the  public  schools.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Baptist 
Church. 

Ralph  W.  Gobs,  blacksmith  of  Dallas,  partner  in  the  firm  of  Goss  &  Rudy, 
was  born  in  Pepin  County,  Wis.,  Aug.  22,  1895,  son  of  John  S.  and  Ida  G. 
(Drinkwine)  Goss,  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  Wisconsin,  respectively.  In 
the  family  there  are  nine  children :  Nora,  John,  Harry,  Lloyd,  Ralph,  Guy,  Ida, 
George,  Frank  (deceased).  Ralph  received  his  education  in  his  native  county 
and  learned  farming  from  his  father.  He  was  inducted  into  the  United  States 
service  May  4,  1918,  and  was  stationed  at  Camp  Custer,  Mich.,  with  Co.  L, 
10th  Infantry,  14th  Division.  He  was  discharged  May  13,  1919.  After  farming 
for  a  while  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  on  Aug.  23,  1920,  formed  a  partner¬ 
ship  with  Elmer  P.  Rudy  in  Dallas.  The  young  men  are  doing  good  business 
and  are  well  liked  in  the  community.  Mr.  Goss  was  married  Aug.  3,  1919,  to 
Lillian  Mawby,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Mary  (Rudy)  Mawby,  natives  of  Wis¬ 
consin.  Her  father  died  April  6,  1907,  and  her  mother  now  makes  her  home 
with  her.  In  the  Mawby  family  there  were  four  children:  Alvina,  Clarence, 
Lillian,  and  Charles. 

Gilbert  Wall,  who  is  living  in  one  of  the  two  pleasant  cottages  which  he 
owns  on  the  banks  of  Lake  Chetek,  in  Chetek  Township,  was  born  in  Norway. 
His  parents  brought  him  to  this  country  when  he  was  nine  years  of  age,  and 
settled  on  a  farm  in  Dane  County,  this  state,  coming  to  Barron  County  in  the 
early  seventies  and  settling  in  Dallas  Township.  Gilbert  attended  common 
school,  and  learned  farming  with  his  parents.  In  1880  he  bought  80  acres  of 
wild  land  in  Section  11.  He  erected  a  set  of  buildings,  cleared  about  60  acres, 
and  successfully  farmed  there  until  1906,  when  he  rented  the  farm  to  his  sons. 
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Ole  G.  and  Henry,  and  bought  some  land  on  the  banks  of  Potato  Lake.  Then 
he  bought  the  two  cottages  on  Lake  Chetek  which  he  now  owns.  His  wife  died 
in  1894.  They  were  the  parents  of  four  children:  Ole  G.;  Henry;  Minnie,  wife 
of  Ed.  Anderson;  and  Emma,  wife  of  William  Jellerma. 

Ole  G.  Wall,  a  successful  farmer  and  experienced  potato  buyer,  living 
on  Section  11,  west,  Dallas  Township,  was  born  on  the  farm  where  he  still  lives, 
March  30,  1888,  the  son  of  Gilbert  and  Olena  (Hanson)  Wall.  He  attended  the 
district  schools  and  learned  farming  from  his  father.  In  1906  he  and  his 
brother,  Henry,  rented  the  home  farm,  and  operated  it  together  for  eight  years. 
In  1914  he  bought  the  place.  He  has  renovated  and  repaired  the  buildings,  and 
has  erected  a  machine  shed,  garage,  silo,  woodshed  and  other  buildings.  He 
has  also  improved  the  land,  and  has  purchased  new  equipment.  He  carries 
on  general  farming  and  dairying  along  the  latest  improved  lines,  and  has  a  good 
herd  of  Guernseys,  headed  by  a  full-blooded  sire.  In  connection  with  his  farm¬ 
ing  he  has  been  an  extensive  buyer  of  potatoes  at  Dallas  since  1913.  He  has 
the  confidence  of  the  producers  and  the  company  for  which  he  buys.  The 
esteem  in  which  his  fairness  and  good  judgment  is  held  is  shown  by  the  fact 
that  he  was  elected  assessor  for  his  town  in  1917  and  has  since  continued  to 
serve.  Mr.  Wall  was  married  Sept.  10,  1914,  to  Olive  J.  Jacobson,  who  was 
born  Feb.  6,  1894,  the  daughter  of  Knute  J.  and  Gurena  (Birchland)  Jacobson, 
natives  of  Norway.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wall  have  three  children.  lone  L.  was  born 
July  16,  1916.  Lowell  B.  was  born  March  29,  1917.  Erwin  L.  was  born  Oct. 
2,  1919. 

Knute  J.  Jacobson,  a  representative  farmer  of  Section  23,  Dallas  Township, 
was  born  in  Norway,  and  was  brought  to  America  in  1871  by  his  parents.  In 
1905  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  bought  his  present  farm  of  160  acres. 
There  he  has  built  up  a  good  place.  He  successfully  carries  on  general  farm¬ 
ing  and  dairying,  and  has  a  good  herd  of  Durham  cattle,  and  a  good  drove  of 
pure-blooded  Duroc-Jersey  swine.  He  is  a  solid,  hard  working  man  who  taxes 
much  pride  in  his  home,  his  farm  and  his  family.  He  married  Gurena  Birk- 
land,  who  was  also  born  in  Norway,  and  was  brought  to  America  by  her  parents 
when  young.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jacobson  have  had  thirteen  children:  Josie,  Homer 
B.,  Olive.,  Agnes,  Carl,  Milton  (deceased),  Kermet  G.,  Everett  T.,  Mabel  B., 
Milton  J.,  Obed  C.  (deceased),  Milfred  L  and  Ardis  E. 

John  O.  Wall,  now  deceased,  for  over  a  quarter  of  a  century  a  prominent 
and  popular  farmer  of  Section  11,  Dallas  Township,  whose  untimely  death  took 
from  the  neighborhood  one  who  was  well  liked  and  highly  esteemed,  was  born 
in  Norway,  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ole  Wall,  who  brought  him  to  this  country 
as  a  child,  and  located  in  Green  County,  this  state,  where  they  remained  about 
two  years  and  then  came  to  Barron  County.  As  a  young  man  he  bought  80 
acres  in  Section  11,  east,  Dallas  Township,  to  which  he  later  added  30  acres 
more.  He  also  acquired  40  acres  in  Section  12,  making  160  in  all.  He  erected  a 
set  of  buildings  and  cleared  about  110  acres  of  land.  He  was  getting  a  good 
start  in  life,  when  he  and  his  daughter,  Selma,  were  killed  by  lightning,  while  in 
the  barn,  July  26,  1906.  His  good  wife,  Oleia  Espeseth,  still  lives  on  the  place. 
In  the  family  there  were  eight  children:  Oscar,  Olger,  Gertrude,  Selma,  Tilda, 
Albert,  Joseph  and  Benjamin. 

Olger  Wall,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Section  11,  west,  Dallas  Township,  was 
born  on  the  place  where  he  now  lives,  May  8,  1886,  the  son  of  John  O.  and  Oleia 
(Espeseth)  Wall.  He  was  educated  in  the  district  school  and  learned  farming 
at  home.  After  his  father’s  untimely  death  in  1906,  he  operated  the  farm  for  a 
while  for  his  mother.  In  1909  he  bought  70  acres  of  the  home  place,  and  later 
added  more,  until  he  now  has  a  good  farm  of  143  acres.  He  has  continued  the 
improvements  started  by  his  father,  and  has  broken  20  more  acres.  In  1914 
he  erected  a  sightly  eight-room  house,  and  he  has  made  repairs  on  the  other 
buildings.  Hiagood  mother  occupies  the  old  home  and  has  reserved  five  acres 
for  lawn  and  gardens.  Mr.  Wall  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and 
dairying.  He  has  a  good  herd  of  Guernseys,  headed  by  a  full-blooded  sire.  He 
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is  doing  well  and  has  already  got  a  good  start  in  life.  In  looking  after  his  own 
interests  he  is  not  neglecting  the  public  welfare,  and  he  is  doing  good  work  on 
the  school  board  of  his  district.  Mr.  Wall  was  married  at  Dallas,  June  26,  1913, 
to  Alma  Kringle,  who  was  born  at  Dallas  on  Aug.  20,  1884,  the  daughter  of 
Nel8  and  Olia  (Branden)  Kringle.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wall  have  four  children. 
Jonathan  was  born  June  24,  1914.  Irene  N.  was  born  June  26,  1916.  Judith  O. 
was  born  Aug.  4,  1919.  Elmer  Silvester  was  born  Sept.  18,  1921.  The  family 
faith  is  that  of  the  Free  Church. 

Norman  Hansen,  an  industrious  and  successful  farmer  of  Section  16,  Dovre 
Township,  was  born  at  New  Auburn,  this  state,  Feb.  4,  1887,  the  son  of  E.  P. 
and  Ingred  (Agen)  Hanson,  natives  respectively  of  Denmark  and  Norway,  who 
settled  on  a  farm  near  New  Auburn  in  the  early  days,  and  became  prominent 
and  substantial  people.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on  the  home 
farm,  attended  school,  and  learned  farming  from  his  father.  In  1917  he  bought 
his  present  farm  of  80  acres.  He  has  made  many  improvements  and  now  car¬ 
ries  on  general  farming  and  dairying.  His  cattle  are  pure-blooded  Jerseys,  his 
sheep  are  pure-blooded  Hampshires,  and  his  horses  are  of  good  grade.  He  is  in 
every  way  a  good  citizen,  he  understands  farming  thoroughly,  and  is  regarded 
as  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  the  community.  Mr.  Hanson  married  Ida 
Carlson,  who  was  born  in  Dovre  Township,  Aug.  4,  1888,  the  daughter  of  Mar¬ 
tin  and  Ingred  (Stegne)  Carlson.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  five  chil¬ 
dren:  Ingrid,  Matilda,  Arthur,  Carl  and  Philip. 

Louis  Thompson,  an  early  settler  of  Dovre  Township,  and  widely  known  at 
one  time  as  an  expert  sawyer,  was  born  in  Hallingdahl,  Norway,  in  1843,  and 
was  there  educated  and  grew  to  young  manhood.  Upon  coming  to  America,  he 
located  in  Eau  Claire,  and  there  secured  employment  in  the  woods.  In  1880,  he 
took  a  homestead  of  160  acres  in  Dovre  Township.  He  started  fanning  with  but 
little  save  his  hands  and  a  few  small  tools.  The  land  was  all  wild,  and  he 
built  his  little  cabin  from  timber  cut  on  the  place.  Provisions  had  to  be  toted 
in  on  his  back  from  Sand  Creek  in  Dunn  County.  Before  the  farm  could  be 
made  productive  he  continued  to  work  during  the  winter  seasons  in  the  woods, 
and  for  many  years  he  was  head  sawyer  for  Lars  Torson.  Gradually  he  im¬ 
proved  his  farm,  and  in  time  built  up  a  good  place.  He  took  his  share  as  a 
good  citizen  in  the  affairs  of  the  community,  and  served  for  some  time  as  a 
trustee  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church.  He  died  May  18,  1898.  He  had 
been  honored  and  respected,  he  had  been  a  faithful  husband,  and  a  kind  and 
considerate  father,  he  stood  high  with  all  who  knew  him,  and  his  loss  was 
sincerely  mourned.  Mr.  Thompson’s  first  wife,  Emma,  came  to  this  country 
with  him  and  died  in  Eau  Claire,  leaving  two  sons,  Anton,  now  of  Superior,  this 
state;  and  Theodore,  now  of  Dallas  Township,  this  county.  His  second  wife 
was  Olea  Olson,  who  was  also  born  in  Norway.  This  union  has  been  blessed 
with  nine  children:  Emma,  Thomas,  Tena,  Sewell,  Oscar,  Nels,  Thora,  and 
Odin  and  Olive  (twins).  Mrs.  Thompson  still  lives  on  the  home  place.  It  is 
operated  by  the  sons,  Sewell  and  Oscar.  They  were  born  on  the  place,  were 
educated  in  the  neighboring  schools,  and  learned  farming  from  their  father. 
They  are  well  known  and  well  liked  throughout  the  community,  and  are  good 
and  useful  citizens  and  hard  working  farmers. 

Thomas  Thompson,  a  representative  farmer  of  Section  14,  Dovre  Township, 
was  born  on  the  home  place  on  Sept.  5,  1882,  the  son  of  Louis  and  Olea  (Olson) 
Thompson.  He  was  reared  on  the  home  place,  and  attended  the  district  school. 
As  a  young  man  he  learned  farming  from  his  father,  and  after  his  father’s 
death,  assisted  his  mother  with  the  farm  work  for  several  years.  In  1916  he 
moved  into  his  present  tract  of  80  acres.  He  has  erected  a  sightly  modern  home, 
with  a  good  barn  and  other  buildings.  Here  he  successfully  carries  on  general 
farming,  and  makes  a  specialty  of  Jersey  cattle.  His  interests  include  stock 
in  the  Co-operative  Mercantile  Co.  of  Chetek,  and  in  the  Spring  Hill  Creamery. 
Mr.  Thompson  is  a  man  of  excellent  judgment  in  all  things,  he  keeps  well 
abreast  of  his  times  in  the  latest  developments  in  agriculture,  and  he  believes 
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in  putting  his  best  energies  into  everything  that  he  attempts.  He  married 
Emma  Pierson.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  four  children :  Alba,  Esther, 
Violet  and  Louis  Truman.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran 
Church,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thompson  are  active  in  the  Young  People’s  Society. 

Martin  A.  Martinson,  a  modern,  energetic  farmer  of  Section  17,  Dovre 
Township,  was  born  on  the  old  homestead  in  Section  20,  June  10,  1890,  the 
son  of  Ole  Martinson.  He  was  reared  on  the  home  place,  learned  farming  from 
his  father  and  older  brothers,  and  attended  the  district  school.  In  1910  he 
started  farming  for  himself  on  the  farm  homesteaded  by  his  uncle,  John  Chris¬ 
tianson  Johnson,  and  now  owned  by  his  brother,  Sivel  L.  Later  he  purchased 
his  present  farm  of  157  acres,  originally  the  Andrew  Wolf  homestead.  He  has 
a  good  home  and  barn,  and  maintains  a  well-kept  farm  in  every  particular.  He 
is  a  wide-awake  young  man,  and  has  the  best  interests  of  the  community  con¬ 
stantly  at  heart.  He  is  very  popular  with  the  young  people  and  is  active  in  the 
social  affairs  of  the  community.  His  sister,  Cora,  keeps  house  for  him,  and  they 
both  delight  in  extending  hospitality  to  their  friends. 

Lew  Thomas,  proprietor  of  the  Cumberland  Hotel,  Cumberland,  is  one  of 
the  popular  men  of  the  city,  and  in  excellent  standing  both  with  his  townspeo¬ 
ple  and  the  traveling  public.  In  public  affairs  he  has  served  two  years  on  the 
city  council.  He  is  a  native  of  this  state,  born  in  Arena,  Wis.,  July  16,  1873, 
son  of  William  C.  and  Sarah  (Hanop)  Thomas.  He  was  reared  and  educated  in 
Dane  County,  and  in  1880  came  to  Cumberland  with  his  father,  who  here  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  dry  goods  business  for  several  years.  In  1895  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  entered  into  the  hotel  business  with  his  mother,  who  for  a  time  operated 
the  Commercial  Hotel  at  Cumberland.  They  bought  the  Shell  Lake  Hotel  and 
operated  it  three  years.  They  bought  their  present  hotel  in  1898,  renovated  it, 
and  have  since  continued  to  operate  it.  Mr.  Thomas  is  a  member  of  Cumber¬ 
land  Lodge,  No.  223,  A.  F.  and  A.  M.  Mr.  Thomas  was  married  June  30,  1909, 
in  Cumberland,  to  Mildred  Lawson,  who  was  born  Nov.  9,  1885,  daughter  of 
John  and  Elizabeth  (Hutton)  Lawson,  natives  of  Wisconsin,  and  now  residents 
of  Cumberland,  the  former  being  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Thomas  have  two  children:  George,  born  Dec.  10,  1911;  and  John  L.  born 
May  1,  1915. 

John  F.  Fuller,  for  many  years  postmaster  of  Cumberland,  and  also  mayor 
and  alderman,  was  in  his  day  one  of  the  most  prominent  men  in  the  eastern 
part  of  the  county.  His  death,  in  1915,  removed  a  good  and  useful  citizen, 
whose  loss  is  still  truly  mourned.  He  was  born  in  Maine,  and  was  there  reared. 
On  both  sides  of  his  family,  he  was  descended  from  long  lines  of  New  England 
ancestry,  the  founders  having  come  to  this  country  some  two  decades  after  the 
Mayflower  landed.  Members  of  the  family  fought,  it  is  said,  in  the  Colonial 
Wars,  the  compaigns  against  the  marauding  New  England  Indians,  the  Revo¬ 
lutionary  War  and  the  War  of  1812.  He  married  Lydia  E.  Michaelson,  who  was 
born  in  Providence,  Rhode  Island.  They  came  to  St.  Croix  County,  this  state, 
in  1866,  and  located  at  Star  Prairie,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade  as  a  carpenter 
and  conducted  a  store.  In  1882  he  brought  his  family  to  Cumberland,  and  there 
conducted  a  store  for  many  years.  His  wife  outlived  him  five  years  and  died 
in  1920.  They  had  two  children,  William  N.  and  Elmer,  who  now  live  in  Polk 
County,  this  state. 

William  N.  Fuller,  practicing  attorney  of  Cumberland,  formerly  third  mu¬ 
nicipal  judge  of  Barron  County,  formerly  district  attorney,  was  born  in  Star 
Prairie,  St.  Croix  County,  Wis.,  April  28,  1870,  son  of  John  F.  and  Lydia  E. 
(Nicholson)  Fuller.  He  attended  the  schools  of  his  native  town  until  twelve 
years  of  age  and  in  1882  was  brought  to  Cumberland  by  his  parents.  Here 
he  finished  the  graded  studies,  and  in  1888  was  graduated  from  the  Cumber¬ 
land  High  School.  He  then  entered  the  law  department  of  the  University  of 
Wisconsin,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  law  in  1890.  In  that  year,  although 
still  under  twenty-one,  he  opened  an  office  in  Cumberland,  and  has  since  con¬ 
tinued  in  active  practice.  Nov.  1,  1919,  he  entered  into  partnership  with  Frank 
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L.  Louison,  and  the  firm  is  now  known  as  Fuller  &  Louison.  Mr.  Fuller,  as 
county  attorney,  made  a  most  excellent  record.  For  several  years  he  was 
municipal  attorney  of  Cumberland.  He  was  also  judge  of  the  Cumberland  city 
court.  For  seven  years  he  was  a  valued  member  of  the  school  board.  Judge 
Fuller  was  married  in  Leon,  Monroe  County,  Wis.,  in  1892,  to  Grace  Pinkerton, 
daughter  of  Adam  and  Nancy  Pinkerton.  Adam  Pinkerton  was  a  man  of  con¬ 
siderable  distinction.  During  the  Civil  War  he  was  major  of  the  Seventy-sec¬ 
ond  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  followed  the  fortunes  of  that  heroic  regi¬ 
ment  throughout  the  War,  including  the  March  to  the  Sea.  He  was  for  many 
years  a  clergyman  of  the  Congregational  faith.  He  and  his  wife  are  both  dead. 
Judge  and  Mrs.  Fuller  have  two  children,  Donald  P.  and  Richard  C.  Donald 
P.  is  a  private  in  the  regular  army.  During  the  World  War  he  was  with  the 
Headquarters  Company,  121st  Field  Artillery,  32nd  Division.  He  served  in 
France  eighteen  months  and  was  under  fire  at  Chateau  Thierry,  Rougemont, 
the  Meuse-Argonne  offensive,  and  in  several  other  sectors.  Richard  C.  is  in  the 
Navy,  and  is  stationed  at  the  Government  Navy  Yard,  Puget  Sound,  Wash.  He 
was  in  France  with  Battery  B,  Seventy-second  Coast  Artillery,  and  was  sta¬ 
tioned  at  Nazairre,  St.  Leonard,  Panilac  and  other  places.  Mrs.  Fuller  died 
April  20, 1920.  She  was  a  good  wife  and  mother,  a  loyal  friend,  and  a  hospitable 
neighbor,  and  her  death  is  sincerely  mourned. 

Ole  J.  Score,  Section  2,  Cumberland,  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Lake¬ 
land  Township,  and  a  man  who  has  perhaps  broken  as  much  wild  land  as  al¬ 
most  any  other  man  in  the  county,  was  born  in  Norway,  and  there  grew  to  man¬ 
hood.  He  came  to  America  in  1873,  and  with  headquarters  at  Menomonie,  Dunn 
County,  this  state,  worked  four  years  for  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  In  1877  he  took 
a  homestead  of  80  acres  in  Section  34,  Lakeland  Township.  He  put  up  a  set  of 
log  buildings  and  cleared  about  40  acres.  For  a  while  he  had  a  hard  time. 
There  were  almost  no  neighbors,  the  region  in  which  he  found  himself  was  prac¬ 
tically  a  wilderness,  there  was  little  to  do  with.  But  he  persevered,  built  up  a 
nice  place  and  carried  on  general  farming.  After  seventeen  years  he  sold  out. 
Subsequently,  he  developed  several  other  farms.  He  now  owns  40  acres  in  Sec¬ 
tion  2,  Cumberland  Township.  He  has  been  active  in  the  development  of  the 
township.  He  helped  to  build  the  first  roads,  he  encouraged  schools  and 
churches,  and  he  has  been  firm  in  his  belief  in  the  future  of  this  region.  For 
some  thirty  years  he  has  done  most  excellent  service  as  a  town  board  mem¬ 
ber,  both  in  Lakeland  and  Cumberland  townships.  Mr.  Score  was  married  Dec. 
3,  1881,  to  Helena  Severson,  the  daughter  of  Sever  and  Helena  (Halverson) 
Berg.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  eight  children:  Enga  B.  (deceased), 
Julia,  Sophia  (Mrs.  Charles  Poulter),  Inga,  Leonard  H.,  Helma  (Mrs.  Leonard 
Tyval),  Anna  and  Oscar. 

Leonard  H.  Score,  an  energetic  farmer  of  Section  1,  Cumberland  Township, 
was  born  in  Lakeland  Township,  Barron  County,  on  May  25,  1892,  the  son  of 
Ole  J.  and  Helena  (Severson)  Score.  He  attended  the  district  schools,  learned 
farming  from  his  father,  and  from  earliest  boyhood  has  experienced  the  break¬ 
ing,  development  and  working  of  farm  land.  In  1917  he  rented  a  farm,  and 
that  fall  bought  his  present  place  of  80  acres.  He  has  made  general  improve¬ 
ments  to  the  buildings,  and  has  continued  the  stumping  and  clearing.  He  suc¬ 
cessfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  and  has  a  good  herd  of  Hol- 
steins,  headed  by  a  full-blooded  sire.  He  is  one  of  the  active  and  popular  men 
of  the  community,  and  is  doing  his  duty  as  a  good  citizen.  He  is  at  present  a 
member  of  the  school  board.  Mr.  Score  was  married  June  20,  1917,  to  Mary 
Steen,  who  was  born  Nov.  2,  1890,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Gunhild  (Rog- 
stad)  Steen,  who  are  farming  in  Stanfold  Township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Score  have 
one  son,  Lawrence  M.,  born  May  20,  1918.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Nor¬ 
wegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Albert  Ekenstedt,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Cumberland  Township,  where  he 
has  made  good  progress  on  the  road  to  affluence,  belongs  to  the  hardy  Scan¬ 
dinavian  race  which  has  done  so  much  to  build  up  and  develop  the  great  North- 
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west.  He  was  born  in  Sweden,  Jan.  5,  1869,  son  of  Johannes  L.  and  Caroline 
(Johnson)  Ekenstedt,  and  was  thirteen  years  old  when  he  came  to  the  United 
States.  He  had  attended  school  to  some  extent  in  his  native  land  and  subse¬ 
quently  learned  farming  from  his  father.  To  this  occupation  he  has  devoted 
much  of  his  life.  He  spent  several  winters  in  the  logging  woods,  and  several 
springs  on  the  river  drives.  For  some  fifteen  seasons  he  and  his  brother,  John, 
operated  a  threshing  outfit.  He  began  farming  for  himself  on  120  acres  in 
Section  4,  Lakeland  Township.  Later  he  began  operations  on  his  present  place 
in  Section  8,  Cumberland  Township,  the  80-acre  tract  being  partially  improved, 
though  for  the  most  part  being  covered  with  stumps,  which  he  subsequently 
cleared  off.  He  has  also  erected  good  buildings  and  is  raising  a  good  grade  of 
stock.  Through  industry  and  perseverence,  coupled  with  intelligent  manage¬ 
ment,  he  has  advanced  in  prosperity  and  now  takes  rank  among  the  substantial 
citizens  of  his  township.  For  a  few  years  he  served  in  the  office  of  path  mas¬ 
ter.  Mr.  Ekenstedt  married  Anna  Sundquist,  who  was  born  in  Sweden,  April 
8,  1869,  daughter  of  Johannas  and  Eva  (Pearson)  Sundquist.  She  came  alone 
to  this  country  in  1888.  She  has  proved  a  good  helpmate  to  him  and  both  are 
popular  in  social  circles. 

Henry  J.  Jacoby,  Haugen,  member  of  the  firm  of  Jacoby  &  Schneider,  hard¬ 
ware  merchants,  furniture  dealers  and  funeral  directors,  was  born  in  Jordan, 
Minn.,  June  25,  1875,  son  of  Philip  and  Gertrude  (Bruhl)  Jacoby,  and  when  he 
was  a  boy,  took  him  to  Itaska  County,  in  the  same  state  where  he  attended 
school.  He  remained  home  until  1900,  when  he  first  came  to  Barron  and  entered 
the  employ  of  John  P.  Schneider,  who  owned  a  meat  market  at  Rice  Lake.  In 
1902  he  went  to  Spooner,  Wis.,  and  worked  in  the  employ  of  Schneider  &  Nelson. 
He  went  to  Sanborn,  Wis.,  in  1904  and  was  there  engaged  in  the  general  mer¬ 
cantile  business  for  nearly  sixteen  years.  Then  he  came  to  Haugen  and  opened 
his  present  establishment.  The  store  is  an  excellent  one  and  equal  to  all  the 
demands  made  upon  it  by  the  people  of  the  village  and  surrounding  country. 
Mr.  Jacoby’s  long  experience  makes  him  a  good  business  man,  his  temperament 
permeates  the  atmosphere  of  the  establishment,  and  he  holds  the  respect  of  all 
with  whom  he  has  ever  had  dealings,  here  and  elsewhere.  Haugen  is  a  grow¬ 
ing  village,  Mr.  Jacoby  is  already  well  established,  he  has  a  good  location  and  a 
good  territory,  and  his  business  will  continue  to  grow  as  the  village  increases 
and  the  rural  districts  still  further  progress.  He  handles  a  good  line  of  goods, 
and  conducts  an  undertaking  establishment  in  a  sane  and  satisfactory  manner. 
His  partner  is  John  P.  Schneider,  a  brother-in-law,  and  an  active  business  man 
of  Rice  Lake.  While  in  Sanborn,  Mr.  Jacoby  was  town  treasurer  for  ten  years. 
Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus.  He  is  active  in  the 
Haugen  Commercial  Club,  which  is  fathering  several  ideas  for  the  progress  of 
the  village.  In  addition  to  his  holdings  here  he  is  the  owner  of  80  acres  in 
Ashland  County,  Wis.,  which  is  increasing  in  value  as  that  county  becomes 
more  thickly  settled.  Mr.  Jacoby  was  married  Nov.  22,  1905,  to  Minnie  E. 
Buxter,  who  was  born  in  Tipton,  Iowa,  in  1887.  This  union  has  resulted  in  four 
children:  Steven,  Leona,  Harold  and  Eunice.  Steven  was  born  April  18,  1907. 
Leona  was  born  March  16,  1909,  and  is  dead.  Harold  was  born  Aug.  8,  1910. 
Eunice  was  born  May  19,  1912.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church. 

Gilbert  J.  Qualley,  manager  of  the  Haugen  department  of  the  Consumers’ 
Store,  is  a  native  of  the  rural  districts  of  the  Northwest,  is  thoroughly  familiar 
with  local  conditions  in  this  region,  and  is  regarded  as  a  most  excellent  man  for 
his,  position,  having  the  confidence  of  the  stockholders  of  his  company,  and  the 
trust  of  the  customers.  The  store  building  just  completed  is  the  largest  in 
Haugen,  and  under  Mr.  Qualley’s  capable  direction  a  good  business  is  done  in 
groceries,  boots  and  shoes,  hardware,  farm  implements  and  machinery,  flour 
and  feed,  automobile  supplies  and  the  like.  Mr.  Qualley  is  a  stockholder  in  the 
company  he  represents,  and  has  cast  his  fortunes  with  its  future  destinies.  He 
was  born  in  Rice  County,  Minnesota,  May  26,  1886,  son  of  John  and  Julia  Qual- 
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ley,  both  now  dead.  He  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools,  fanned  for 
a  time,  and  then  engaged  in  the  automobile  business  in  Faribault  for  live  years. 
He  came  to  Haugen  in  1920.  Mr.  Qualley  was  married  Sept.  25,  1906,  to  Clara  B. 
Streeter,  who  died  July  9,  1912. 

David  W.  Lake,  of  the  Badger  Electrical  Co.,  Barron,  was  born  in  Maple 
Grove  Township,  this  county,  March  23,  1891,  son  of  William  Z.  and  Emma  I. 
(McDonald)  Lake.  He  left  home  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  and  found  his  first 
employment  in  a  paper  mill  at  Ladysmith,  Wis.  From  there  he  returned  to 
Barron,  in  this  county,  and  entered  the  factory  of  the  Barron  Co-operative 
Creamery  Co.  He  first  became  interested  in  electrical  work  when  he  entered 
the  employ  of  the  Barron  County  Telephone  Co.  in  charge  of  their  line  work 
as  superintendent  of  construction  and  repairs.  July  1,  1920,  he  went  to  Mil¬ 
waukee  with  the  Simplex  Electric  Alarm  Co.,  and  on  Oct.  1,  1920,  returned  and 
with  William  E.  Hunt,  bought  the  Badger  Electrical  Co.  from  F.  H.  Stebbins. 
The  company  does  general  electrical  work,  handles  fixtures  and  supplies,  and 
makes  a  specialty  of  the  Delco  light  products  for  this  territory,  installing  plants, 
wiring  houses,  soliciting  business.  The  show  rooms  and  home  plant  are  on  La 
Salle  street,  Barron.  A  popular  man  fraternally,  Mr.  Lake  has  been  through 
the  chairs  of  the  local  lodge  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  he  is  also  an  active  man  in  the 
local  Beavers.  He  was  married  Oct.  20,  1909,  to  Grace  I.  McThurston,  born  in 
Barron,  Oct.  10,  1890,  daughter  of  James  and  Mamie  McThurston,  and  this  union 
has  resulted  in  three  children:  Mamie  I.,  born  July  13,  1910;  William  J.,  born 
July  4,  1912;  and  Helen  J.,  born  Nov.  25,  1914.  The  family  residence  is  a  pleas¬ 
ant  home  on  Division  street.  Mr.  Lake  and  his  family  worship  at  the  Metho¬ 
dist  Episcopal  Church. 

William  Z.  Lake  was  born  in  Indiana,  Sept.  12,  1859,  and  was  there  mar¬ 
ried  to  Emma  I.  McDonald,  who  was  born  in  the  same  state,  May  4,  1875.  They 
came  to  Barron  County  in  the  fall  of  1885,  and  purchased  80  acres  of  wild  land 
in  Maple  Grove  Township.  This  land  they  improved  and  developed,  added  60 
acres  more,  and  erected  good  buildings.  On  this  farm,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lake  still 
live.  They  are  liberal,  hospitable  people,  and  are  well  liked  by  all  their  neigh¬ 
bors.  In  the  family  there  are  eight  children :  Lawrence,  a  Maple  Lake  Town¬ 
ship  farmer;  Arvilla,  wife  of  Alfred  Cobb,  a  Maple  Lake  farmer;  Jesse,  a  Maple 
Lake  farmer;  David  W.,  a  Barron  business  man;  Anna,  wife  of  C.  W.  Olson, 
of  Barron  City;  Cora,  wife  of  George  Raven,  of  Barron  City;  Sherman,  on  the 
home  farm  in  Maple  Lake  Township ;  and  Edith,  who  lives  with  her  parents  and 
brother. 

Anton  Balog,  agriculturists,  Section  22,  west,  Maple  Grove  Township,  was 
born  in  Hungary,  Feb.  13,  1890,  son  of  Anton  and  Margaret  (Lambel)  Balog, 
natives  of  Hungary,  who  came  to  America  in  1905  and  lived  in  Milwaukee  un¬ 
til  1912,  when  they  came  to  Barron  County  and  bought  120  acres  in  Dallas 
Township,  where  they  cleared  some  land,  erected  buildings  and  fences  and  still 
carry  on  mixed  farming  and  dairying.  In  the  family  there  were  four  children : 
Anton,  Ika,  Margaret  and  Charles.  Anton  received  his  education  in  Hungary 
and  joined  his  parents  in  Milwaukee  in  1907.  He  came  to  Barron  County  with 
his  parents  in  1912  and  remained  with  them  until  1919,  when  he  purchased  his 
present  place  of  160  acres,  where  he  successfully  carries  on  general  farming 
and  dairying,  making  a  spcialty  of  Holstein  cattle.  He  is  well  thought  of  and 
highly  regarded.  Mr.  Balog  was  married  Jan.  25,  1919,  to  Lillie  Hoscheit,  who 
lived  in  Dallas  Township,  where  they  settled  in  1899.  In  the  Hocheit  family 
there  are  six  children :  Elma,  Viola,  Andrew,  Elmer,  Clarence,  Lillie.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Balog  have  two  children.  Gustav  and  Philys. 

William  Brownlee,  a  respected  farmer  owning  20  acres  in  Section  28,  west. 
Maple  Grove  Township,  was  born  in  Scotland,  Dec.  24,  1862,  son  of  John  and 
Margaret  (Robinson)  Brownlee,  natives  of  that  county,  who  came  to  America  in 
1870,  and  after  stopping  a  while  in  Chicago,  located  on  a  farm  in  Trempealeau 
County,  this  state,  where  the  father  still  resides,  the  mother  having  died  in 
1874.  In  the  family  there  were  two  sons,  William  and  James.  James  was  edu- 
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cated  in  the  public  schools  of  Chicago,  Ill.,  and  of  Arcadia,  Wis.  As  a  young 
man  he  went  to  Buffalo  County,  Wis.,  and  there  farmed  for  many  years.  In 
1900  he  came  to  Barron  County,  and  purchased  120  acres  in  Dallas.  He  reno¬ 
vated  the  house,  built  an  addition  to  the  barn,  made  general  repairs,  and  farmed 
for  three  years.  Then  he  went  back  to  Buffalo  County.  In  1916  he  again  came 
to  Barron  County,  and  bought  his  present  place.  He  repaired  the  house,  built 
an  addition,  erected  a  barn  and  silo,  and  made  other  improvements.  He  now 
carries  on  truck  farming  and  dairying.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias.  As  a  public  spirited  citizen,  he  has  done  good  service  as  a 
member  of  the  school  board  of  his  district.  Mr.  Brownlee  was  married  April 
10,  1893,  to  Alice  Trowbridge,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Elmira  (Ocain)  Trow¬ 
bridge,  natives  of  New  York  State,  and  pioneers  of  Wisconsin,  having  settled 
in  Sheboygan  County,  Wis.,  in  the  fifties,  and  in  Buffalo  County,  Wis.,  in  1863, 
spending  there  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  the  father  dying  in  1889  and  the 
mother  in  1906.  In  the  family  there  were  three  children:  Charles,  Walter  and 
Alice.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brownlee  are  the  parents  of  four  children:  Margaret  was 
born  Feb.  16,  1894,  and  died  three  days  later.  Harold  L.  was  born  May  19, 
1895,  and  is  at  home.  He  was  inducted  into  the  United  States  service  Sept.  18, 
1917,  was  assigned  to  the  341st  Infantry  of  the  86th  Division,  and  was  dis¬ 
charged  Oct.  9,  1917.  Dorothy  A.  was  born  April  6,  1897,  and  is  now  wife  of 
Ronald  Carlson.  Amie  O.  was  born  Jan.  23,  1902,  and  is  attending  the  State 
Normal  School  at  Superior,  Wis. 

Oscar  Edblod,  a  vigorous  young  farmer,  who  has  a  good  place  of  80  acres  in 
Section  8,  east,  Maple  Grove  Township,  is  gradually  developing  as  good  a  place 
as  is  to  be  found  in  the  neighborhood.  To  the  buildings  on  the  place  when  he 
purchased  it,  he  has  added  a  silo,  granary  and  garage,  and  has  made  other  mod¬ 
ern  improvements,  for  the  betterment  of  his  farming  operations,  and  the  com¬ 
fort  of  his  family.  He  is  carrying  on  general  agricultural  operations  along 
modern  lines,  and  is  well  on  the  road  to  success.  Mr.  Edblod  was  born  in  Swe¬ 
den,  April  3,  1897,  the  son  of  Olaf  and  Sarah  (Lundstrum)  Edblod,  natives  of 
Sweden,  who  still  reside  in  that  country.  He  received  his  early  education  in  his 
native  land,  and  came  to  America  in  1915  as  a  youth  of  eighteen.  For  a  while 
he  was  located  at  Ft.  Dodge,  Iowa,  where  he  was  employed  in  ditching  and  till¬ 
ing  farms.  Then  he  came  to  Barron  County,  and  did  farm  labor  for  a  few 
months.  In  1916  he  bought  a  place  of  80  acres  in  Rice  Lake,  where  he  built  a 
house  and  did  a  little  additional  clearing.  He  bought  his  present  place  in  1919. 
Mr.  Edblod  was  married  April  21,  1917,  to  Elsie  Headstrum,  daughter  of  Axel 
and  Anna  Headstrum,  natives  of  Sweden,  who  came  to  America  in  1895,  and 
settled  first  in  Chicago,  later  coming  to  Barron  County,  where  they  purchased 
land  near  Rice  Lake,  on  which  they  still  reside.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edblod  have  two 
children:  Elroy  H.  was  born  June  30,  1918;  and  Malvin  A.,  March  17,  1919. 

Peter  C.  Anderson,  cashier  of  the  State  Bank  of  Hillsdale,  was  born  in 
Norway,  July  13,  1889,  son  of  A.  P.  and  Hannah  (Edison)  Anderson,  who,  in 
1893,  brought  him  to  Wisconsin,  where  he  was  reared  in  Dane  and  Dunn  coun¬ 
ties.  He  received  the  ground  work  of  his  education  in  the  district  schools, 
and  supplemented  this  with  courses  in  the  Eau  Claire  (Wis.)  Business  College, 
and  the  Wisconsin  State  Normal  School,  at  River  Falls,  Wis.  Determined  to 
carve  his  way  in  the  world  by  his  own  efforts,  he  went  to  Underwood,  N.  D.,  in 
1907,  and  after  a  year  on  a  farm,  became  accountant  for  a  hardware  store.  In 
1909  he  took  a  claim  at  Grass  Range,  Mont.,  where  he  proved  up  on  160  acres 
in  1912.  In  the  meantime  he  worked  as  salesman  and  accountant  in  a  general 
store.  From  there  he  went  to  Minneapolis  in  1912,  as  an  employe  of  Wyman 
Partridge  &  Co.,  wholesale  dry  goods.  It  was  in  1913  that  he  went  to  Colfax, 
where  he  had  previously  lived,  and  became  cashier  of  the  State  Bank  of  Col¬ 
fax.  Upon  the  organization  of  the  State  Bank  of  Hillsdale  in  1915,  he  came 
here  as  assistant  cashier,  and  on  Jan.  1,  1917,  was  elected  cashier  to  succeed 
E.  G.  Brown,  resigned.  After  the  United  States  entered  the  World  War  he  was 
inducted  into  the  service  Sept.  18,  1917,  trained  with  Co.  F,  341st  Infantry,  86th 
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Div.,  at  Camp  Grant,  Rockford,  Ill.,  arrived  in  France,  Sept.  21,  1918,  was  trans¬ 
ferred  to  an  officers’  training  school,  and  there  remained  until  sent  back  to  the 
United  States.  He  was  discharged  at  Camp  Grant,  June  13,  1919,  and  on  July 
1,  1919,  resumed  his  duties  at  the  bank.  He  is  doing  excellent  work,  and  his 
personality  is  a  factor  in  the  success  with  which  the  institution  is  meeting. 
He  has  recently  been  honored  with  the  position  of  treasurer  of  Maple  Grove 
Township.  His  fraternal  associations  are  with  the  Masonic  order  and  the  Odd 
Fellows.  His  religious  affiliations  are  with  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church.  Mr. 
Anderson  was  married  Aug.  29,  1917,  to  Hazel  Christman,  daughter  of  Dr.  E.  S. 
and  Maude  (Conklin)  Cristman,  of  Almena,  Wis.  This  union  has  been  blessed 
with  one  son,  Truman  E.,  born  April  15,  1920.  A.  P.  Anderson,  father  of  Peter 
C.  Anderson,  came  to  this  country  in  1893,  settled  near  Stoughton,  where  he 
worked  at  his  trade  as  a  carpenter  and  also  did  some  farming.  In  time  he 
bought  80  acres  near  Colfax,  Dunn  County.  In  1915  he  retired  and  moved  to 
the  village  of  Colfax,  where  he  still  lives.  In  the  family  there  were  six  chil¬ 
dren:  Inger;  Andrew  E.,  of  Milwaukee;  Olaf  L.,  of  Montana;  Anna,  of  Col¬ 
fax;  Dena,  of  California;  and  Peter  C.,  of  Hillsdale. 

Bernert  Larson,  an  experienced  farmer,  who  lived  in  this  county  nearly 
forty  years,  has  a  good  farm  of  140  acres  in  Section  17,  west,  Maple  Grove 
Township,  and  there  carries  on  mixed  farming  and  dairying,  making  a  specialty 
of  Guernsey  cattle  and  Poland-China  swine.  He  has  been  on  the  school  board 
several  years,  is  a  believer  in  education,  and  has  taken  his  share  in  the  progress 
of  the  community.  He  was  born  in  Norway,  June  15,  1860,  son  of  Lars  and 
Bendikta  Bernert,  who  spent  all  their  days  in  that  country.  He  attended  school 
in  Norway,  learned  the  cabinet-making  trade,  and  became  a  sailor.  He  came 
to  America  in  1881,  and  landed  in  Minneapolis,  where  he  remained  for  a  short 
time.  Then  he  worked  in  Duluth  as  a  railroad  bridge  carpenter.  In  1882 
he  came  to  this  county  and  bought  80  acres  of  his  present  farm,  to  which  he 
later  added  60  acres  more.  For  some  years  he  worked  on  his  farm  in  the  sum¬ 
mer  season,  and  worked  as  a  sailor  on  Lake  Michigan  in  the  winter  seasons. 
He  cleared  95  acres  of  his  farm,  erected  a  set  of  buildings  himself,  and  has 
developed  a  sightly  place.  Mr.  Larson  was  married  Dec.  22,  1891,  to  Amanda 
Konrad,  born  in  Norway,  the  daughter  of  Konrad  and  Ellen  (Helgerson)  Inger- 
son,  who  also  spent  the  span  of  their  years  in  that  country.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lar¬ 
son  are  the  parents  of  eleven  children,  all  living.  Laef  was  born  March  12, 
1894;  Ada  was  born  Sept.  27,  1896;  Bjerne,  July  17,  1897;  Arthur,  June  29, 
1899;  Clarence,  April  27,  1901;  Samuel,  Feb.  15,  1908;  Helma,  March  17,  1905; 
Mamie,  March  23,  1907;  Agnes,  March  20,  1909;  Florence,  July  17,  1911;  and 
Emmett,  June  3,  1913. 

James  Curtis,  retired,  still  living  on  the  old  farm,  eighty  acres  in  Section 
9,  west,  Maple  Grove  Township,  was  born  in  Dane  County,  Wis.,  Nov.  16,  1863, 
son  of  Morgan  and  Julia  (Wright)  Curtis,  natives  respectively  of  Ireland  and 
Pennsylvania.  In  1867  he  moved  with  his  parents  to  Kansas,  and  was  there 
seven  years.  Then  they  came  back,  and  shortly  afterward  died.  In  1876,  at  the 
tender  age  of  twelve,  James  was  adopted  by  J.  T.  Gourgas  of  Sauk  County,  this 
state,  with  whom  he  remained  for  several  years.  Then  he  went  to  North  Da¬ 
kota,  but  after  a  year  or  so  came  back  to  Wisconsin  and  operated  farms  as  a 
renter.  In  1901  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  bought  his  present  farm.  He 
cleared  40  acres,  erected  buildings  and  eked  out  his  income  by  strenuous  work 
in  the  lumber  woods  in  the  winter  season.  After  a  busy  life  filled  with  hard 
work,  he  retired  in  1920  and  turned  the  farm  over  to  his  son-in-law,  M.  L. 
Schaffer,  who  rents  the  farm  and  makes  a  home  for  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Curtis.  Mr. 
Schaffer  is  a  good  farmer  and  is  conducting  the  place  along  the  same  successful 
lines.  Mr.  Curtis  has  been  a  man  of  weight  in  the  community  and  has  been  a 
member  of  the  school  board  for  several  years.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Modern 
Woodmen.  Mr.  Curtis  was  married  Sept.  21,  1884,  to  Leona  Odell,  daughter  of 
Jasper  and  Mary  (Palmer)  Odell,  natives  respectively  of  New  York  and  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Curtis  have  eleven  children:  Ralph  J.  was  born  Nov.  30, 
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1885;  James  R.  was  born  Feb.  28,  1887,  and  lives  in  Kellogg,  Idaho.  Blanche 
M.  was  born  June  2,  1889,  and  is  the  wife  of  Roy  Stalker  of  Barron,  this  county. 
Roland  R.  was  born  Aug.  10,  1890,  and  now  lives  in  Barron.  Iva  was  born  Sept. 
10,  1891,  and  is  now  Mrs.  Paul  Holum  of  Prairie  Farm  Township,  this  county; 
Ruth  L.  was  born  Feb.  4,  1897,  and  is  now  Mrs.  Carl  Hover  of  Maple  Grove 
Township;  Alice  E.  was  born  Nov.  18,  1900,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  M.  L. 
Schaffer.  Crystal  L.,  born  Dec.  24,  1903;  Inez  R.,  Dec.  28,  1906,  and  Anson  C., 
Aug.  20,  1913,  are  all  in  school.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

John  A.  Olson,  Section  7,  west,  Maple  Grove  Township,  was  born  in  Clinton 
Township,  this  county,  June  29,  1890,  son  of  John  and  Anna  (Olson)  Olson, 
natives  of  Norway,  who  came  to  America  in  the  early  eighties,  located  for  two 
years  in  Tracy,  Minn.,  where  the  father  worked  as  a  section  hand  for  the  Chi¬ 
cago  &  Northwestern  Railway,  and  then  came  to  Cumberland,  this  county, 
where  the  father  was  employed  in  the  sawmill  of  the  Sprague  Lumber  Co.,  later 
locating  on  a  farm  in  Clinton  Township,  where  they  still  reside.  In  the  family 
there  were  eleven  children:  Engwart,  Bessie.  Annard,  Mary,  Tillie,  Lizzie, 
Johannas  (deceased),  John,  Ellen,  Albert  and  Thomas  (deceased).  John  A. 
Olson  attended  the  district  school  and  was  reared  to  farm  pursuits.  As  a  young 
man  he  did  farm  work  in  North  Dakota  a  year  and  a  half  and  then  went  to 
Racine,  in  this  state,  where  he  worked  in  the  machine  shops  another  year  and 
£  half.  With  this  experience  he  returned  home  and  worked  with  his  father  for 
a  while.  In  1916  he  rented  a  farm  in  Arland  Township.  In  1917  he  bought  his 
present  place  of  60  acres.  Buildings  had  been  erected  and  the  land  partly 
cleared.  Mr.  Olson  repaired  the  buildings,  cleared  more  of  the  land  and  pur¬ 
chased  new  tools,  equipment  and  machinery.  He  carries  on  general  farming 
and  dairying  and  makes  a  specialty  of  Holstein  cattle  and  Chester  White  swine. 
He  has  served  as  clerk  of  his  school  district  and  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Consum¬ 
ers’  Store  at  Barron.  In  religious  faith  he  is  a  Baptist.  Mr.  Olson  was  married 
in  November,  1916,  to  Martha  Stagstad,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Carrie  (Broud) 
Stagstad,  of  this  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Olson  have  two  children:  Lloyd  J.,  born 
Feb.  9,  1918,  and  Bernadine,  born  Feb.  1,  1920. 

Leroy  S.  Merritt,  an  early  settler  of  Doyle  Township,  was  born  Oct.  25, 
1849,  and  died  in  Rice  Lake  May  2,  1921.  He  was  married  at  Bingham,  Pa.,  to 
Clarissa  A.  Thompson,  who  died  on  the  homestead  in  Doyle  Township,  March 
31,  1908.  They  came  to  Doyle  Township  and  settled  on  a  farm  where  they 
developed  a  good  place.  Of  them,  it  has  been  said:  “Mr.  and  Mrs.  Merritt  were 
generous  and  kind  neighbors,  as  attested  by  the  early  settlers  in  the  wilds  of 
an  unbroken  wilderness,  where  the  hoot  of  the  owl  and  the  scream  of  the 
panther  broke  the  stillness  of  the  night.  They  were  ever  ready  to  help  those 
around  them,  and  to  assist  newcomers  in  every  way  possible.”  Of  their  seven 
children,  three  died  in  infancy.  The  others  are:  Elmer  L.  of  Wellsville,  N.  Y.; 
Milton  L.  of  Cambridge  Springs,  Pa.;  Rose,  wife  of  James  B.  Carter  of  Doyle 
Township;  and  Ruth  C.  There  is  an  adopted  daughter,  Dorothy  P. 

James  B.  Carter,  Ford  car  and  tractor  salesman  and  former  warden  for  the 
State  Conservation  Commission,  was  born  in  Nebraska,  the  son  of  David  and 
Ellen  (Baxter)  Carter.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  received  a  good  common 
school  education.  In  1902  he  started  work  for  the  “Omaha”  line  as  station 
operator.  In  1905  he  took  over  his  father's  farm,  successfully  operated  it  for 
some  years  and  still  continues  to  live  there.  In  1914  he  was  appointed  a  warden 
by  the  Conservation  Commission  and  served  until  1920.  He  is  now  selling  Ford 
tractors  and  cars  for  the  C.  O.  Ronning  &  Co.  of  Rice  Lake.  He  is  a  good  citizen 
and  a  good  business  man,  he  has  the  best  interests  of  the  community  at  heart 
and  he  has  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  all  who  know  him.  Mr.  Carter  was 
married  at  Rice  Lake,  this  county,  July  4,  1905,  to  Rose  Merritt,  who  was  born 
in  Doyle  Township,  tlje  daughter  of  Leroy  S.  and  Clarissa  A.  (Thompson) 
Merritt,  early  settlers.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carter  have  five  bright  children:  Victor 
L.,  Iris  V.,  Lloyd  J.,  Ethan  A.,  and  Cyrus  D. 
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John  Enders,  business  man  and  truck  farmer  of  Mikana,  was  born  in 
Milwaukee,  Wis.,  June  2,  1850,  son  of  John  and  Barbara  (Meisner)  Enders,  both 
of  whom  are  now  dead.  He  was  educated  in  his  native  city  and  at  Hartford, 
Wis.,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  started  to  learn  the  shoemaker’s  trade.  In  1886 
he  went  to  Manitowoc  County  and  had  charge  of  a  shoe  repair  shop  for  a  year. 
Then  he  was  similarly  employed  at  Racine,  Wis.,  for  a  while.  He  settled  in 
Pierce  County  in  1868  and  worked  on  farms  summers  and  in  the  woods  winters. 
Four  years  later,  in  1872,  he  went  back  to  Racine  and  operated  a  shoe  shop 
there  for  two  years.  From  there,  in  1874,  he  again  came  to  Pierce  County  and 
opened  a  shop  at  Plumb  City,  which  he  operated  for  three  years.  He  bought  a 
farm  in  that  county  in  1877  and  successfully  operated  it  until  1895,  nearly 
twenty  years.  In  that  year  he  came  to  Barron  County  and  purchased  200  acres 
in  Section  28,  Cedar  Lake  Township,  which  he  developed.  He  cleared  in  all 
fifty  acres  and  with  a  part  of  the  lumber  thus  obtained,  erected  a  good  set  of 
buildings.  Here  he  carried  on  general  farming  for  a  number  of  years.  He  was 
prominent  in  the  community  and  served  in  such  offices  as  assessor,  pathmaster 
and  member  of  the  school  board.  While  operating  the  farm  he  worked  for 
several  winters  in  the  woods.  In  1901  he  sold  the  farm  and  erected  a  store 
building  in  Mikana,  in  which  his  son  opened  a  hardware  store.  From  1906  to 
1911  Mr.  Enders  was  a  wagon  vender  of  proprietary  articles.  Since  that  time 
he  has  done  truck  farming  on  twenty  acres  within  the  village  limits  and  also 
conducted  a  small  shoe  repair  shop.  Mr.  Enders  was  married  Oct.  1,  1873,  to. 
Gertrude  Trinborn,  who  died  July  9,  1890.  This  union  was  blessed  with  seven 
children:  Anna,  Frank,  Joseph,  Kate,  Elizabeth,  John,  Jr.,  and  Eva.  Anna  was 
born  July  24,  1875,  and  now  lives  in  Fresno,  Cal.  Frank  was  born  Feb.  13, 
1877,  and  died  Jan.  7,  1915.  Joseph  was  born  Dec.  8,  1879,  and  now  lives  in 
Fresno,  Cal.  Kate  was  born  Feb.  10,  1881,  and  is  the  wife  of  Eugene  McDonald 
of  Ashland,  Wis.  Elizabeth  was  born  Oct.  11,  1885,  and  is  the  wife  of  John  Lee 
of  North  Dakota.  John,  Jr.,  was  born  Feb.  23,  1887,  and  is  now  at  Mayville, 
Minn.  Eva  was  born  March  19,  1890,  and  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Wolf  of  Green¬ 
wood,  Wis.  Mr.  Enders  was  married  Feb.  9,  1892,  to  Catherine  Smith,  who  was 
born  in  Ohio,  Sept.  1,  1860,  daughter  of  Peter  and  Catherine  (Schiffhauer) 
Smith,  both  now.  deceased.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  five  children : 
Mary,  Gertrude,  Henrietta,  Agnes  and  Leo.  Mary  was  born  Nov.  29,  1892,  and 
is  the  wife  of  Bernard  Kennedy  of  Doyle  Township,  this  county.  Gertrude  was 
born  Feb.  20,  1894,  and  is  at  home.  Henrietta  was  born  Dec.  4,  1896,  and  is  the 
wife  of  Lester  Cohn  of  Muskegon,  Mich.  Agnes  was  born  Sept.  7,  1900,  and  is 
connected  with  the  Rice  Lake  Hospital.  Leo  was  born  March  20,  1904,  and  is 
at  home. 

Peter  F.  Rogstad,  who  developed  a  good  farm  in  Section  32,  Rice  Lake 
Township,  was  born  and  reared  in  Norway,  there  learned  the  stonemason  trade 
and  there  married  Mary  H.  Oiel.  He  brought  the  family  to  America  in  1871  and 
located  at  Menomonie,  Wis.,  where  he  entered  the  employ  of  Knapp,  Stout  & 
Co.  In  1875  he  came  to  Rice  Lake  in  the  same  employ.  Later  he  homesteaded 
100  acres  in  Section  32,  Rice  Lake  Township.  This  land  was  all  wild  timber. 
He  built  a  log  house,  log  barn  and  other  buildings,  cut  off  the  timber,  grubbed 
out  the  stumps  and  developed  a  farm.  In  the  meantime  he  also  worked  at  his 
trade  as  a  mason.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  in  1889  he  assisted  in  building  the 
foundation  for  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church  at  Rice  Lake.  He  died  in  1896, 
his  wife  having  passed  away  the  year  previous.  The  family  faith  was  that  of 
the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Eing  P.  Rogstad,  a  well  known  farmer  of  Section  32,  Rice  Lake  Township, 
was  born  in  Norway,  July  12,  1870,  son  of  Peter  E.  and  Mary  H.  (Oiel)  Rog¬ 
stad,  who  brought  him  to  Menomonie  in  this  state  in  1871  and  to  Rice  Lake  in 
1875.  He  was  reared  on  the  home  place  and  has  always  lived  there,  having 
purchased  it  after  his  parents’  death.  He  is  one  of  the  hard-working  men  of 
the  community  and  is  well  liked  by  all  who  know  him.  He  is  a  good  citizen  and 
a  good  neighbor.  He  has  reared  a  good  family,  all  the  members  of  which  bear 
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a  most  excellent  reputation.  Eing  P.  Rogstad  was  married  at  Rice  Lake,  Wis., 
to  Carrie  O.  Skarrvold,  daughter  of  Ole  E.  and  Marit  R.  Skarrvold.  This 
union  has  been  blessed  with  eight  children:  Peter  E.,  Ole  E.,  Edward 
R.,  Mabel  H.,  Marit  C.,  Rendina  E.,  Christina  0.  and  Ellen  K.  Peter  E.  was 
born  April  15,  1893.  During  the  World  War  he  trained  in  Texas.  Ole  E.  was 
born  Feb.  16,  1896.  He  was  inducted  into  the  United  States  service  July  5, 
1918,  and  trained  at  Camp  Hancock,  Ga.  The  transport  upon  which  he  sailed 
for  France  was  struck  by  a  torpedo,  killing  six  men  and  wounding  twenty.  In 
France  he  saw  much  active  service.  At  one  time  while  on  a  scouting  party 
between  the  lines  he  was  lost  for  four  days  and  nights,  during  which  time  he 
was  absolutely  without  food.  Edward  R.  was  born  March  10,  1897,  married 
Nora  Wesper  and  has  one  son.  Mabel  H.  was  born  Dec.  23,  1899.  Marit  C.  was 
born  April  11,  1901,  and  married  Sigurd  Lund.  Rendina  was  born  May  18,  1903. 
Christina  was  born  Oct.  24,  1905.  Ellen  K.  was  born  Dec.  26,  1907.  The  family 
faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

Normand  M.  Strand,  a  well-known  and  enterprising  farmer  of  Section  17, 
Doyle  Township,  is  a  native  of  this  township  and  son  of  Andrew  C.  and  Belle 
(Oleson)  Strand.  He  was  reared  in  this  township,  and  as  a  youth  began  work¬ 
ing  on  farms  in  the  neighborhood.  Like  so  many  of  the  other  young  men  of 
the  neighborhood,  he  spent  one  winter  in  the  lumber  woods.  In  1909  he  rented 
a  place  in  Doyle  Township  and  started  farming  on  his  own  responsibility.  Two 
years  later  he  purchased  80  acres  in  Section  17,  Doyle  Township,  which  was 
mostly  wild,  but  some  of  which  had  been  improved.  There  he  made  general 
improvements  and  farmed  until  1919.  Then  he  sold  and  bought  80  acres  in 
Section  17.  This  place  has  good  buildings  and  was  well  tilled.  On  this  place, 
Mr.  Strand  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  making  a  specialty  of  a 
good  herd  of  cattle  headed  by  a  full  flooded  Holstein  sire.  As  a  native  of  the 
township,  he  is  interested  in  everything  that  is  for  the  best  interests  of  the 
community  and  does  his  share  as  a  good  citizen  in  every  public  endeavor.  He 
and  his  wife  delight  in  keeping  open  house  to  their  friends  and  their  home  is 
a  place  of  joy  and  contentment,  brightened  by  the  presence  of  happy  children. 
Mr.  Strand  was  married  at  Rice  Lake,  May  2,  1912,  to  Olga  Skar,  the  daughter 
of  Christ  and  Sarah  (Olson)  Skar,  natives  of  Norway.  The  children  are:  Morris 
A.,  born  Aug.  31,  1913;  Inez,  born  Oct.  1,  1914;  Edna,  born  June  20,  1916;  and 
Merene  E.,  born  Oct.  1,  1920.  The  family  faith  is  that  of  the  Norwegian 
Lutheran  Church. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

EDUCATIONAL  DEVELOPMENT. 

The  educational  development  of  Barron  county  has  about  kept  pace  with 
its  agricultural  progress.  The  county  is  new.  When  older  portions  of  the 
state  were  prosperous  communities,  Barron  county  was  still  a  forest.  Later, 
when  older  portions  of  the  state  were  reaping  a  wealth  of  crops  from  well- 
tilled  acres,  the  lumber  barons  were  devastating  Barron  county,  draining 
its  wealth  of  forest  and  leaving  it  a  waste..  Therefore,  when  Barron  county 
was  organized  in  1869,  its  few  schools  started  about  where  the  older  commu¬ 
nities  had  started  more  than  two  decades  before.  But  with  the  quickened 
strides  in  agriculture  in  Barron  county,  public  school  progress  also  quickened, 
and  the  school  system  of  the  county,  as  a  whole,  is  now  well  abreast  of  the  other 
counties  of  the  state  in  the  splendid  opportunities  given  its  youth. 

Most  of  the  early  schools  were  of  a  most  primitive  variety,  as  were  the 
conditions  under  which  most  of  the  pupils  were  living  at  home.  Some  of  the 
early  schools  were  log  houses  built  for  the  purpose,  some  were  held  in  settlers’ 
abandoned  shacks.  Sometimes  the  seats  and  writing  benches  were  logs  split 
in  two,  and  smoothed  down  with  an  axe.  Sometimes  a  fireplace  furnished  heat, 
sometimes  a  stove.  Janitor  service  was  done  by  the  teacher  or  one  of  the 
older  boys.  Text-books  were  of  a  non-descript  variety,  usually  handed  down 
from  an  older  child. 

None  of  the  teachers  had  special  training,  many  were  without  experience. 
Some  were  extremely  young.  To  have  “gone  through  the  book”  one’s  self,  sup¬ 
posedly  made  one  qualified  to  teach  the  subjects  of  which  the  book  treated. 
Usually  the  teacher  was  the  relative  of  some  prominent  man  in  the  district. 
Some  were  young  men  “working  their  way”  toward  a  higher  education.  Some 
were  married  women. 

Certificates  were  issued  by  the  county  superintendent,  usually  after  a 
most  superficial  questioning.  Fortunate  indeed  was  the  community  which 
secured  a  teacher  who  had  brought  teaching  experience  from  an  older  commu¬ 
nity,  or  even  an  unexperienced  teacher  who  took  a  real  interest  in  the  work, 
and  directed  the  studies  with  real  intelligence.  The  memory  of  several  such 
gracious  ladies  and  enthusiastic  young  men  still  lingers  in  the  hearts  of  mid¬ 
dle  aged  men  and  women  who  attended  school  in  those  days. 

The  first  school  in  Barron  county  was  probably  the  private  school  taught 
at  Prairie  Farm  village  in  1862,  when  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  designated  one  of 
its  cabins  for  the  purpose  and  provided  instruction  for  the  children  of  its 
employes  there. 

Possibly  the  settlers  along  the  line  in  the  southern  part  of  Prairie  Farm 
were  included  in  some  district  created  in  Dunn  county  to  the  southward. 

There  is,  however,  no  record  of  any  districts  created  in  the  county  until 
March  30,  1869,  although  Oliver  Demers,  appointed  county  superintendent  of 
schools  by  the  Governor  in  1868,  had  taken  office  Jan.  1,  1869.  On  March  30, 
1869,  the  first  district  was  created  by  the  town  board  of  Barron.  It  consisted 
of  township  32,  range  13  (now  Prairie  Farm),  except  sections  1,  2,  3,  10,  11 
and  12.  The  records  of  May  28,  1869,  mention  a  schoolhouse  in  section  26,  in 
the  southern  part  of  Prairie  Farm  township,  in  this  district. 

Two  more  districts  were  created  the  same  day,  March  30,  1869.  District 
2  consisted  of  township  33,  range  10  (now  east  Chetek).  District  3  consisted 
of  sections  1  to  12,  township  33,  range  12  (west  Maple  Grove),  and  sections 
13  to  36,  township  34,  range  12  (Barron). 
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No  record  appears  of  the  creation  of  District  4.  District  5  was  the  Young 
district,  in  which  the  old  Young  schoolhouse  in  section  2,  Prairie  Farm,  early 
became  a  landmark.  It  embraced  all  of  township  38,  range  13  (Arland),  except 
sections  6,  7,  18,  19,  30  and  31.  It  also  embraced  sections  1,  2,  3,  10,  11  and  12 
in  township  32,  range  13  (Prairie  Farm),  and  sections  18,  19,  30  and  31,  in 
township  33,  range  12  (west  Maple  Grove). 

When  the  census  of  1870  was  taken,  six  persons  gave  their  occupations 
as  teachers:  Hannah  Newhall,  aged  56,  from  Connecticut;  Alfred  Finley,  aged 
28,  from  Pennsylvania;  Charles  Finley,  aged  21,  from  Pennsylvania;  William 
Van  Waters,  aged  21,  from  Ohio ;  Bertha  Kelsie,  aged  19,  from  Wisconsin ;  and 
Martha  Plato,  aged  19,  from  Vermont. 

Oliver  Demers,  the  first  superintendent,  was  succeeded  in  1874  by  Wash¬ 
ington  Bird,  and  in  1876  by  H.  J.  White,  who  served  until  1882. 

Mr.  White,  writing  from  Canton,  Jan.  25,  1922,  has  the  following  to  say  of 
school  conditions  in  his  day: 

“As  a  matter  of  course,  the  regions  first  settled,  were  the  first  to  have 
schools.  When  the  writer  was  elected  to  the  office  of  superintendent  of  schools, 
he  found  schools  in  towns  of  Chetek,  Dallas,  Prairie  Farm,  Sumner,  Barron, 
Rice  Lake  and  Stanfold.  Other  towns  were  organized  as  they  were  settled  up, 
and  this  went  on  for  a  number  of  years,  the  town  of  Maple  Plain  being  created 
comparatively  recently. 

“He  began  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  office  of  superintendent  in  the  year 
1876.  At  that  time  there  were  27  districts  organized. 

“The  town  system  of  school  government  was  in  operation  in  the  town  of 
Prairie  Farm.  In  a  few  years,  however,  it  was  abandoned  for  the  district 
system.  The  town  of  Stanfold  was,  for  a  short  time,  under  the  town  system. 
The  State  Superintendent  at  that  time  labored  to  make  the  town  system  uni¬ 
versal  throughout  the  state,  claiming  for  it  great  superiority  over  the  district 
system.  However,  he  failed  to  convince  a  majority  of  the  people,  hence  the 
town  system  went  out  of  use,  and  the  towns  which  had  dropped  it  returned  to 
the  district  system.  It  seems  to  have  been  a  matter  of  “home  rule.” 

“The  new  settlers  everywhere  showed  a  lively  interest  in  schools.  As  a 
consequence,  as  soon  as  a  few  families  had  settled  in  a  part  outside  of  an 
organized  district,  they  would  insist  upon  being  organized  into  a  district,  so 
they  could  have  a  school.  Schools  in  some  of  these  early  districts  were  very 
small.  In  some  less  than  a  dozen  were  enrolled.  During  his  incumbency  of 
the  office,  six  years,  50  new  school  districts  were  organized. 

“I  do  not  know  of  any  better  way  to  convey  an  idea  of  the  condition  of 
the  schools  of  the  county  than  by  copying,  in  part  at  least,  my  notes  when  I 
visited  the  schools  in  the  years  1876-77.  A  few  explanatory  remarks  are  occa¬ 
sionally  added: 

“Visited,  January  7,  subdistrict  No.  3,  Sumner.  Number  enrolled,  14; 
present,  10.  Miss  Lelia  M.  Gee,  teacher.  Books  not  uniform,  but,  considering 
the  conditions,  pretty  fair  work  being  done. 

“Subdistrict  No.  1,  Chetek.  Number  enrolled,  26;  average  attendance,  15. 
Miss  Edith  Sacket,  teacher.  Wall  maps.  No  uniformity  in  books. 

“January  10,  visited  district  No.  4,  Sumner.  Miss  Mattie  Youmans,  teacher. 
Number  enrolled,  11;  present,  3.  Most  advanced  pupils  in  fourth  reader. 

“January  12,  visited  subdistrict  No.  1,  town  of  Barron.  Miss  Eva  Roberts, 
teacher.  Number  enrolled,  17;  present,  10.  A  log  house  about  16  by  20.  A 
tier  of  seats  and  desks  projecting  from  the  wall,  capable  of  seating  about  24. 
Provided  with  a  small  blackboard,  which,  with  teacher’s  desk,  is  opposite  the 
door. 

“January  12,  visited  subdistrict  No.  2,  Prairie  Farm.  Miss  Ames,  teacher. 
Number  enrolled,  17 ;  present,  10.  Log  house  about  16  by  26.  A  tier  of  seats 
and  desks  on  each  side,  capable  of  seating  about  30  pupils.  Map  of  United 
States,  of  World,  and  of  Europe.  Blackboard  and  teacher’s  desk  opposite  . the 
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door.*  School  books  in  all  districts  of  this  town  are  uniform  and  free,  for 
which  the  very  efficient  clerk,  Fred  Telke,  deserves  credit. 

“Subdistrict  No.  1,  village  of  Rice  Lake.  Miss  Mary  L.  Beauchene,  teacher. 
Number  enrolled,  23;  present,  15.  Books  not  uniform. 

“Subdistrict  No.  1,  Stanfold.  Mrs.  Cabino,  teacher.  Number  enrolled,  25; 
present,  20.  Log  house  about  16  by  20,  seated  in  various  ways  to  accommo¬ 
date  about  30. 

“The  foregoing  will  indicate  the  kind  of  school  houses  to  be  found  in  the 
county  at  that  time  and  their  provision  in  the  way  of  seats,  desks  and  books. 

“As  has  been  mentioned,  Prairie  Farm  was  the  only  town  that  had  uni¬ 
form  and  free  text-books.  Such  being  the  case,  the  superintendent  labored  to 
remedy  the  condition.  He  urged  school  boards  to  adopt  a  uniform  series  of 
books,  then  have  the  district  purchase  them  and  either  have  them  free  or  sell 
to  pupils  at  cost,  ‘the  plan  of  district  purchase  and  free  distribution  to  pupils 
being  preferred,  but  by  all  means  let  the  district  purchase  them.’ 

“At  the  time  he  retired  from  the  office  he  had  the  satisfaction  of  knowing 
that  nearly  all  the  districts  had  adopted  the  plan  of  district  purchase,  and  in 
most  of  them  they  were  free. 

“It  was  the  custom  to  have  an  institute  once  a  year,  the  late  Professor 
J.  B.  Thayer,  of  River  Falls  Normal,  being  the  conductor. 

“As  to  the  teachers,  it  must  be  said,  in  justice  to  them,  they  were  all 
qualified  for  the  work  they  were  expected  to  do,  and  exhibited  an  intelligent 
interest  therein.  There  were  a  number  of  married  persons  teaching,  and  it 
was  no  detriment  to  the  schools  that  such  was  the  case.” 

The  first  county  report,  now  preserved  in  the  county  superintendent’s 
office,  is  that  of  Mr.  White’s,  for  the  year  ending  Aug.  31,  1876.  At  that  time 
there  were  42  school  houses,  of  which  38  were  reported  in  good  condition. 
None  had  enclosed  grounds.  Free  text-books  were  furnished  in  Prairie  Farm 
and  Rice  Lake  townships.  In  Sumner  township  the  town  purchased  the  books 
and  sold  to  pupils,  at  cost,  thus  securing  uniformity.  The  best  school  house 
was  in  Prairie  Farm  township,  valued  at  $700.  School  apparatus  in  Prairie 
Farm  township  was  valued  at  $390,  in  Rice  Lake  township  at  $110,  and  in 
Sumner  at  $43. 

Ninety-one  teachers  taught  during  the  year,  several  were  as  young  as  16 
years.  Of  the  69  women  teachers,  one  was  given  a  second  grade  certificate  by 
the  superintendent  and  68  were  given  third  grade  ones.  The  22  men  teachers 
each  were  given  a  third  grade  certificate. 

An  attempt  was  made  to  hold  a  teacher’s  institute  in  the  fall  of  1875,  but 
failed  for  lack  of  attendance. 

There  were  706  boys  and  639  girls  of  between  4  and  20  years  in  the  county, 
a  total  of  1,345,  of  whom  825  were  reported  as  attending  school.  One  child 
under  four,  and  five  young  people  over  twenty,  also  attended.  There  was  no 
school  of  over  one  department. 

The  statistics  given  do  not  include  Lakeland,  which  township  then  em¬ 
braced  all  the  northwestern  part  of  the  county,  and  from  which  no  report  was 
received. 

Value  was  placed  on  school  furniture,  registers,  and  the  like,  in  only  four 
townships:  Prairie  Farm,  $122.50;  Rice  Lake,  $76.45;  Dallas,  $7.38;  and  Sum¬ 
ner,  $1.15. 

The  value  of  the  school  houses  in  the  township  is  given  as  follows:  Bar¬ 
ron,  $600;  Chetek  (no  report);  Clinton,  $275;  Dallas,  $900;  Maple  Grove,  $624; 
Prairie  Farm,  $2,100;  Rice  Lake,  $1,200;  Stanfold,  $750;  Sumner,  $1,900; 
Cedar  Lake,  $500. 

The  superintendent  maintained  his  office  at  his  home  in  what  was  then 
Sumner  township,  and  received  $3  a  day  for  actual  time  spent  in  school 
service. 

The  average  monthly  wages  of  female  teachers  ranged  from  $22.60  in 
Dallas  township  to  $32.50  in  Cedar  Lake ;  for  men  teachers,  from  $27  in  Prairie 
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Farm  township  to  $40  in  Maple  Grove  township.  The  highest  monthly  wages 
paid  in  Dallas  township  was  $40;  in  Dallas  and  Stanfold,  $35;  in  Cedar  Lake, 
$32.00;  in  Clinton,  Prairie  Farm,  Rice  Lake,  Chetek  and  Sumner,  $30. 

In  1897,  twenty-one  years  after  Mr.  White’s  first  report,  the  old  logging 
days  were  passing,  and  the  dawn  of  the  modern  agricultural  era  was  already  on 
the  horizon.  In  that  year,  Charles  H.  Museus  makes  the  following  encourag¬ 
ing  report: 

“At  no  time  has  our  educational  system  been  in  better  shape  than  at  pres¬ 
ent.  At  no  time  has  the  supervision  of  our  schools  been  so  well  under  control 
and  the  organization  so  complete.  We  have  thriving  summer  schools,  enthusi¬ 
astic  teachers’  institutes  and  meetings,  and  the  report  of  the  schools  is  re¬ 
quired  of  each  teacher  each  term. 

“Our  teaching  force  at  present,  not  including  Rice  Lake,  numbers  103 
teachers.  Of  these,  five  hold  State  or  Normal  school  certificates,  eleven  hold 
first  grade  certificates,  forty  hold  second  grade  certificates,  and  seventy-eight 
are  teaching  on  third  grade  certificates.  The  teachers  are  distributed  as  fol¬ 
lows:  Cumberland  city,  9;  Barron  city,  6;  Chetek  city,  4;  Cameron  village,  2; 
Turtle  Lake  village,  2;  district  3,  Cumberland,  2;  district  4,  Cumberland,  2; 
district  4,  Maple  Grove,  2;  joint  district  2,  Oak  Grove,  2;  and  one  each  in  the 
103  rural  districts. 

“The  average  wages  paid  to  male  teachers  (including  high  school  prin¬ 
cipals)  is  $42.60  a  month,  and  to  female  teachers,  $28  a  month.  The  teachers 
were  for  the  most  part  employed  for  the  entire  year  in  the  same  school. 

“Our  schoolhouses  with  some  exceptions  are  good,  comfortable  buildings. 
There  are  a  few  places  in  the  county  used  for  school  purposes,  notably  5,  that 
do  not  deserve  the  name  of  schoolhouse,  and  where  it  is  not  only  a  waste  of 
time  and  money  to  attempt  teaching  school,  but  where  the  health  of  both 
teacher  and  pupils  is  threatened  during  the  winter  months.  In  such  miserable 
hovels  we  find  little  if  any  supply  of  material  to  work  with,  and  only  thumb 
worn  and  possibly  dog  eared  text  books. 

“Three  new  buildings  have  been  added  during  the  year;  one  in  the  town 
of  Maple  Grove,  costing  $539 ;  another  in  the  town  of  Cumberland,  costing  $660 ; 
and  a  third  in  the  town  of  Turtle  Lake,  costing  $767.95. 

“There  are  now  in  the  county  110  districts,  the  number  of  departments 
being  132.  There  are  133  teachers,  the  extra  one  being  the  assistant  principal 
at  Cumberland. 

“The  number  of  children  in  the  county  of  school  age,  that  is,  between  four 
and  twenty,  is  3,671  boys  and  3,477  girls,  a  total  of  7,148.  Of  this  number, 
5,273  have  attended  our  public  schools  for  twelve  or  more  weeks  during  the 
past  year.  Of  the  children  between  7  and  13  there  are  3,238.  Of  these,  only 
2,556  attended  our  schools,  leaving  a  large  number  of  children  of  this  important 
school  age  who  are  not  being  educated. 

“One  institute  was  held  during  the  year,  with  an  enrollment  of  114,  and 
an  average  daily  attendance  of  over  90. 

“Fifty-nine  districts  now  furnish  the  use  of  free  text  books  free  to 
pupils.  And  the  schools  now  have  a  library,  ranging  from  8  to  150  volumes. 
There  are  about  3,000  volumes  altogether  in  the  school  libraries,  some  800 
having  been  added  in  the  past  year. 

“Eighty-nine  schools  observed  Bird  and  Arbor  day,  and  Memorial  day.  I 
found  in  my  visits  in  many  places  afterward,  that  fences  had  been  fixed  up, 
rubbish  removed,  trees  planted,  flower  beds  made,  and  the  school  grounds 
beautified  in  other  ways.” 

Mr.  Museus  rendered  another  interesting  report  in  1901.  The  modern 
period  of  agriculture  and  dairying  was  getting  under  way,  and  the  schools 
were  reflecting  the  coming  prosperity  of  the  county.  In  1900  there  were 
eight  log  schoolhouses  in  the  county,  but  five  were  replaced  with  more  modern 
structures  so  that  when  the  report  was  rendered  in  1901  there  were  but  three 
log  schoolhouses  left  in  the  county. 
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A  total  of  $9,681.42  was  reported  as  the  cost  of  new  buildings  during 
the  year,  and  in  addition  there  were  at  least  two  whose  cost  was  not  reported. 
District  6,  Rice  Lake,  cost,  $312.24;  District  3,  Maple  Grove,  cost,  $742.63; 
District  8,  Maple  Grove,  cost,  $360.95;  District  7,  Chetek,  cost  with  equip¬ 
ment,  $600;  and  District  9,  Chetek,  cost  with  equipment.  $460,  were  the 
buildings  which  replaced  log  structures.  Joint  District  6,  Cumberland  town¬ 
ship,  erected  a  large  two-story  building  at  a  cost  of  $1,480.65,  and  had 
used  it  but  two  terms  when  it  was  burned.  Another  building  was  at  once  put 
up.  A  new  district,  No.  17,  in  Cumberland,  also  put  up  a  good  building.  At  the 
time  of  the  report,  District  6,  Dallas  had  a  four-room  building  under  con¬ 
struction,  and  the  city  of  Barron,  Joint  District  1,  a  large  brick  building  of 
four  rooms,  now  the  Ward  school,  so  called,  at  a  cost  of  $6,271.30. 

There  were  120  districts  in  the  county  and  129  buildings,  having  a  total 
seating  capacity  of  6,565  pupils.  This  furnished  accommodation  for  2,000 
pupils  less  than  the  number  in  the  county,  but  as  the  enrollment  was  but 
6,188,  the  schools  furnished  seating  capacity  for  some  400  more  pupils  more 
than  were  enrolled. 

There  were  151  departments  and  when  the  schools  were  in  session  required 
the  services  of  154  teachers. 

The  estimated  value  of  school  property  on  June  30,  1901,  was  $98,545.52. 
For  this  the  bonded  and  general  indebtedness  is  subtracted,  leaving  a  net  valua¬ 
tion  of  $90,630.52. 

During  the  year  1900-01,  52  male  and  152  female  teachers  were  employed. 
Of  these  24  held  state  or  normal  qualifications;  28  held  first  grade  county  cer¬ 
tificates;  47  held  second  grade  county  certificates;  and  103  held  third  grade 
qualifications. 

Teachers’  wages  amounted  to  $36,689.19,  of  which  $11,459.75  was  paid  to 
male  teachers,  and  $25,129.44  to  female  teachers,  giving  an  average  monthly 
salary  to  male  teachers,  including  high  school  principals,  of  $42.25  and  to 
female  teachers,  $30.63. 

Examinations  were  given  at  the  completion  of  the  fall  (1900)  and  spring 
(1901)  term  to  pupils  completing  the  grades.  Of  the  66  who  tried  the 
examinations,  36  pupils  were  given  diplomas. 

Four  graded  schools  in  villages  not  having  high  schools  qualified  for  state 
aid  under  the  Act  of  1901:  First  class  (three  departments),  Cameron  and 
Turtle  Lake;  second  class  (two  departments),  Dallas  and  Prairie  Farm.  Bar¬ 
ron,  Rice  Lake,  Cumberland  and  Chetek  were  doing  high  school  work. 

A  teachers’  institute  was  held  with  a  total  enrollment  of  120  and  an 
average  daily  attendance  of  99.  During  the  year  996  volumes  had  been  added 
to  the  school  libraries.  Complaint  is  made  that  in  some  districts  no  provision 
was  made  for  keeping  the  libraries  at  the  school,  and  that  they  were  kept 
in  many  instances  in  the  home  of  the  clerk  or  other  official  where  they  were 
not  easily  available. 

The  following  statistics  are  given  in  this  1901  report:  Number  of  male 
children  over  4  and  under  20  years  of  age,  4,418;  number  of  female  children 
over  4  and  under  20  years  of  age,  4,205;  total  between  4  and  20  years,  8,623. 
Whole  number  between  4  and  20  enrolled  in  public  schools,  6,188.  Number  of 
children  between  7  and  14  years  of  age,  4,352.  Number  between  7  and 
14  who  attended  school  twelve  weeks  or  more  during  the  year,  3,460. 

At  the  present  time  Barron  county  is  well  in  the  lead  in  educational  mat¬ 
ters  among  the  rural  counties  of  the  state. 

The  Barron  County  Training  school  is  maintained  at  Rice  Lake,  as  is  the 
Rice  Lake  Day  School  for  the  Deaf. 

There  are  six  full  accredited  high  schools;  located  at  Rice  Lake,  Chetek, 
Cumberland,  Barron,  Cameron  and  Turtle  Lake. 

The  first  class  graded  schools  of  three  departments  each  are  at  Prairie 
Farm,  Dallas  and  Canton.  Haugen  has  a  first  class  graded  school  with  four 
departments.  Each  of  these  four  schools  also  do  some  high  school  work. 
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There  are  nine  second  class  graded  schools  of  two  rooms  each:  Almena 
village  (Joint  2,  Almena  and  Clinton),  Comstock  (District  4,  Crystal  Lake), 
Baronett  (Joint  District  8,  Lakeland  and  Washburn  county),  Hillsdale  (District 
3,  Maple  Grove),  District  7,  Crystal  Lake;  District  1,  Prairie  Farm;  District 
3,  Turtle  Lake;  District  2,  Vance  Creek;  District  3,  Vance  Creek. 

One  district.  Joint  1  B,  Dallas,  Dovre,  Sand  Creek  and  Wilson,  has  two 
schoolhouses. 

The  report  of  Miss  Regina  Kohten,  superintendent,  rendered  to  the  county 
board  in  1921,  gives  the  following  interesting  facts : 

Number  of  children  of  school  age,  10,652;  total  number  of  children 
enrolled,  7,587 ;  number  of  one-room  schools,  126 ;  number  of  one-room  schools 
disbanded,  4;  number  of  two-room  schools,  10;  number  of  first  class  state 
graded  schools,  4;  number  of  high  schools,  5;  number  of  teachers  employed, 
221 ;  number  of  teachers  holding  permits,  7 ;  number  of  common  school  diplomas 
issued,  209;  number  of  pupils  having  completed  reading  circle  work,  3,221; 
number  of  teachers  having  completed  reading  circle  work,  110;  number  of 
school  societies  organized,  135;  number  of  schools  serving  warm  lunches,  69; 
number  of  schools  observing  good  school  week,  89;  number  of  schools  taking 
part  in  Junior  Red  Cross,  76;  number  of  library  books  ordered  from  township 
library  fund,  1,521;  cost  of  these  books,  $1,108.90;  total  amount  received  for 
school  purposes,  $559,538.47;  total  expenditures,  $480,830.66;  balance  on  hand 
June  30,  1921,  $78,707.91. 

“During  the  year  eight  teachers’  meetings  beside  the  institute  were  held  at 
various  points  in  the  county  to  which  nearly  every  teacher  in  the  county  came. 
Following  this  was  given  the  Monroe  Form  2  Standardized  Silent  Reading 
Tests  twice  to  every  school  in  the  county  and  the  arithmetic  test  in  the  four 
fundamentals  once.  The  first  reading  tests  showed  that  all  children  were 
below  standard,  especially  the  third,  fourth  and  fifth  grades,  this  being  true  of 
the  city  children  as  well  as  of  the  rural  children.  The  second  test  showed  all 
grades  coming  very  nearly  up  to  standard  and  in  cases  of  the  eighth  grade, 
above.  This  test  concerns  itself  with  the  rate  of  reading  as  well  as  with  com¬ 
prehension.  It  has  been  conclusively  shown  that  in  almost  every  case  the 
children  who  read  rapidily,  understand  more  readily  what  they  read.  Barron 
county  is  the  only  one  in  which  a  test  of  this  kind  was  given  in  every  school.” 

There  are  three  Catholic  parochial  schools  in  the  county,  located  at  Rice 
Lake,  Almena  and  Dobie. 

The  story  of  the  Rice  Lake  Day  School  for  the  Deaf,  and  the  various  city 
and  village  schools  is  told  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 

Of  school  development  in  the  past  decade,  Miss  Regina  Kohton,  county 
superintendent  of  schools,  has  written : 

Barron  County  has  now  148  districts  of  which  number  132  are  rural  dis¬ 
tricts,  12  state  graded  and  five  have  a  high  school  with  grades,  exclusive  of  the 
Rice  Lake  city  schools  which  are  not  under  the  supervision  of  the  County 
Superintendent  and  which  are  not  included  in  the  following  statistics.  Five 
small  rural  schools  are  closed  and  the  children  therein  go  to  adjoining  schools. 
In  the  figures  below  it  will  be  seen  that  during  the  past  ten  years  the  enroll¬ 
ment  in  rural  and  state  graded  schools  has  remained  about  the  same  but  that 
of  the  grades  and  high  schools  has  doubled.  It  follows  that  the  .population 
in  cities  and  villages  has  greatly  increased. 

1912.  Number  of  schools — rural,  126;  state  graded,  10;  city,  3.  Enroll¬ 
ment — rural,  4,381;  state  graded,  1,037;  grades,  784;  high  schools,  292.  Num¬ 
ber  of  teachers — rural,  128;  state  graded,  29;  grades,  23;  high  schools,  12. 
Graduates — rural,  130;  state  graded,  50;  grades,  70;  high  schools,  41. 

1913.  Number  of  schools — rural,  125;  state  graded,  11;  city,  4.  Enroll¬ 
ment — rural,  4,585;  state  graded,  946;  grades,  1,045;  high  schools,  336.  Num¬ 
ber  of  teachers — rural,  127;  state  graded,  28;  grades,  26;  high  schools,  17. 
Graduates — rural,  180;  state  graded,  17;  grades,  102;  high  schools,  67. 
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1914.  Number  of  schools — rural,  127;  state  graded,  12;  city,  4.  Enrollment 
— rural,  4,333;  state  graded,  1,105;  grades,  1,172;  high  schools,  374.  Number 
of  teachers — rural,  129;  state  graded,  28;  grades,  27;  high  schools,  15.  Gradu¬ 
ates — rural,  139 ;  state  graded,  39 ;  grades,  57 ;  high  schools,  39. 

1915.  Number  of  schools — rural,  126;  state  graded,  15;  city,  4.  Enrollment 
— rural,  4,412;  state  graded,  1,291;  grades,  1,167;  high  school,  391.  Number  of 
teachers — rural,  127;  state  graded,  30;  grades,  29;  high  schools,  20.  Graduates 
— rural,  155;  state  graded,  36;  grades,  62;  high  schools,  69. 

1916.  Number  of  schools — rural,  128;  state  graded,  15;  city,  4.  Enrollment 
— rural,  4,491;  state  graded,  1,334;  grades,  1,206;  high  school,  374.  Number  of 
teachers — rural,  129;  state  graded,  37;  grades,  38;  high  schools,  21.  Graduates 
— rural,  152;  state  graded,  53;  grades,  81;  high  schools,  49. 

1917.  Number  of  schools — rural,  128;  state  graded,  16;  city,  5.  Enroll¬ 
ment — rural,  4,370;  state  graded,  1,162;  grades,  1,376;  high  schools,  445.  Num¬ 
ber  of  teachers — rural,  129;  state  graded,  34;  grades,  32;  high  schools,  25. 
Graduates — rural,  173 ;  state  graded,  53 ;  grades,  97 ;  high  schools,  58. 

1918.  Number  of  schools — rural,  128;  state  graded,  16;  city,  5.  Enroll¬ 
ment — rural,  4,414;  state  graded,  1,189;  grades,  1,328;  high  school,  430.  Num¬ 
ber  of  teachers — rural,  128;  state  graded,  37;  grades,  44;  high  schools,  25. 
Graduates — rural,  97;  state  graded,  53;  grades,  93;  high  schools,  64. 

1919.  Number  of  schools — rural,  129;  state  graded,  17;  city,  5.  Enroll¬ 
ment — rural,  4,319;  state  graded,  1,223;  grades,  1,320;  high  school,  467.  Num¬ 
ber  of  teachers — rural,  129;  state  graded,  39;  grades,  35;  high  schools,  25. 
Graduates — rural,  103;  state  graded,  37;  grades,  81;  high  schools,  64. 

1920.  Number  of  schools — rural,  126;  state  graded,  14;  city,  5.  Enroll¬ 
ment — rural,  4,529;  state  graded,  1,086;  grades,  1,354;  high  schools,  506. 
Number  of  teachers — rural,  126;  state  graded,  34;  grades,  36;  high  schools, 
26.  Graduates — rural,  112;  state  graded,  46;  grades,  107;  high  schools,  72. 

1921.  Number  of  schools — rural,  127;  state  graded,  12;  city,  5.  Enroll¬ 
ment — rural,  4,597;  state  graded,  981;  grades,  1,453;  high  schools,  556.  Num¬ 
ber  of  teachers — rural,  127 ;  state  graded,  29 ;  grades,  37 ;  high  schools,  28. 
Graduates — rural,  154;  state  graded,  57;  grades,  118;  high  schools,  86. 

The  number  of  state  graded  schools  have  decreased  because  of  smaller 
enrollment  and  increasing  cost  of  maintenance. 

As  to  graduates,  the  number  in  rural  schools  has  not  materially  increased 
while  that  of  the  high  schools  has  more  than  doubled.  Yet  the  number  of  rural 
graduates  attending  high  school  has  increased  very  much. 

Ten  years  ago  there  were  12  high  school  teachers  and  in  1921  there 
were  28. 

Cameron  had  its  first  high  school  in  1912  and  Turtle  Lake  in  1916. 

Barron  County  has  more  modern  school  buildings  than  any  other  county 
in  the  state.  Ninety-one  are  now  up  to  standard  as  to  lighting,  heating  and 
ventilation.  Twenty  years  ago  there  was  but  one,  the  Third  Ward  building  in 
Barron. 

In  Chetek  and  Barron  there  was  much  of  an  overcrowded  condition  in  the 
high  school  and  in  both  places  new  high  school  additions  were  built  in  1921. 
The  new  Turtle  Lake  High  School  and  grade  building  was  burned  to  the 
ground  in  the  spring  of  1918,  but  by  Christmas  of  that  year  the  building  was 
rebuilt. 

The  last  log  building  of  this  county  was  in  Joint  District  4,  Chetek  and 
Sumner.  It  was  vacated  late  in  the  winter  of  1916  and  the  site  was  removed 
to  the  east  boundary  line  of  the  county  where  a  fine  modern  building  was 
put  up. 

District  No.  7,  Maple  Grove,  known  as  the  Maple  Grove  Center  School,  has 
perhaps  the  best  one-room  building  in  the  county.  It  is  provided  with  a  library. 
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domestic  science  room,  separate  teacher’s  and  pupils’  cloak  rooms,  a  play  room, 
inside  toilets,  and  line  furnace  and  coal  rooms,  beside  the  class  room. 

The  County  Nurse  law  requiring  every  county  to  have  at  least  one  nurse 
went  into  effect  July  1,  1921.  County  Boards  could  employ  one  before  that 
time  and  Barron  County  did  so  in  the  spring  of  1919,  when  Margaret  Thomas 
was  appointed.  On  July  1,  1920,  Ruby  McKenzie,  our  present  nurse,  was  en¬ 
gaged.  During  the  year  150  schools  were  visited  by  her  and  4,333  children  were 
weighed  and  examined.  The  number  having  defects  of  one  kind  or  another 
were  1,994.  Of  this  number,  1,580  has  defective  teeth,  1,236  had  defective  ton¬ 
sils  and  393  had  defective  eyes.  Other  defects  were  found,  but  in  less  num¬ 
bers.  All  were  reported  to  the  parents,  whose  response,  upon  the  whole,  has 
been  encouraging  in  remedying  the  defects.  Much  of  the  poor  work  in  school 
was  traced  to  poor  sight,  adenoids,  and  defective  tonsils.  The  nurse  has  out¬ 
lined  ten  important  health  rules,  which  are  posted  in  nearly  every  school  room. 
They  are  to  be  checked  up  every  day  or  two.  Not  all  teachers  have  felt  the 
importance  of  this  work.  Indifference  at  home  has  often  been  too  much  of  a 
barrier  for  the  teacher  to  secure  interest  in  one  of  the  most  important  duties — 
that  of  the  health  of  the  child.  About  one-fourth  of  the  schools  are  now  serv¬ 
ing  hot  lunches  and  a  number  have  secured  scales.  Any  child  carrying  out  all 
t.He  rules  during  the  year  will  receive  a  credit  of  20  per  cent  toward  his  final 
examination  in  physiology.  Some  very  attractive  health  posters  have  been 
made. 

The  nurse  has  held  baby  clinics  during  the  past  two  summers  and  last 
summer  assisted  with  tubercular  clinics  held  at  Barron  and  Cumberland,  at 
which  places  157  were  examined.  Fifty-five,  or  37  per  cent,  were  found  to  be 
tubercular.  Outside  of  this,  she  has  found  others  having*  tuberculosis  and  in  a 
number  of  cases  has  succeeded  in  getting  them  into  sanatoriums. 

The  law  relating  to  supervising  teachers  was  enacted  and  went  into  effect 
in  1915.  The  county  superintendent  submits  to  the  Committee  on  Common 
Schools,  names  of  teachers  from  which  list  the  Committee  appoints.  During 
the  first  three  years  there  was  one  supervisor,  Regina  Kohten,  during  the  next 
three  years  there  were  two,  and  in  1921-22  there  was  one,  who  is  now  Laura 
Hansen  of  Chetek.  The  salary  and  traveling  expenses  are  paid  by  the  state. 
The  work  deals  largely  with  supervision  in  rural  and  state  graded  schools. 
There  is  no  question  but  that  the  general  character  of  the  work  as  done  by 
the  teachers  has  greatly  improved  through  the  efforts  of  the  supervisor.  Much 
more  attention  is  given  to  the  Course  of  Study,  program,  and  health  conditions. 

Besides  the  help  a  teacher  may  derive  from  a  supervisor,  a  teacher’s  insti¬ 
tute  is  held  every  fall,  and  for  the  past  two  years  eight  local  mid-winter  meet¬ 
ings  were  held  to  take  up  our  special  needs.  Almost  every  month  circular 
letters  are  sent  to  all  teachers,  emphasizing  matters  taken  up  at  meetings  and 
that  which  is  of  immediate  importance.  There  is  therefore  always  close  con¬ 
tact  between  the  teacher  and  the  superintendent.  Teachers  are  also  urged  to 
attend  school  board  conventions.  An  increasing  number  of  them  attend  sum¬ 
mer  school  at  some  normal  in  the  state.  With  the  professional  reading  also  re¬ 
quired,  a  teacher  has  every  opportunity  to  better  herself  and  keep  abreast. 

In  1919  the  teachers’  certification  laws  were  amended  to  the  effect  that  for 
renewal  of  a  certificate,  the  teacher  is  required  to  read  two  professional  books 
prescribed  by  the  State  Reading  Circle  Board  for  each  year  during  the  life  of 
t&e  certificate  held.  If  this  is  not  done  the  applicant  must  pass  an  examina¬ 
tion  upon  all  subjects.  Outlines  are  prepared  by  the  county  superintendent  on 
the  two  books  chosen  by  her  and  sent  to  the  teachers  who  use  them  in  their 
study  and  when  making  the  written  report.  A  record  is  kept  on  file  showing 
books  read  and  year  of  such  reading. 

Every  important  line  of  work  has  its  trade  journals  so  that  all  may  keep 
abreast  with  progress. 

Pupils  in  the  grades  as  well  as  in  the  high  schools  may  and  are  urged  to 
read  library  books.  Even  first  and  second  graders  can  earn  credit  which  is 
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in  the  form  of  a  reading  circle  diploma  or  seal.  The  diploma  is  granted  for 
the  first  year  of  reading  and  a  seal  for  each  subsequent  year.  A  certain  num¬ 
ber  of  books  are  required  each  year,  depending  upon  the  grade. 

The  number  doing  the  required  reading  work  in  1919,  1920  and  1921  was  as 
follows : 

1919.  Rural  pupils,  493;  state  graded  pupils,  64;  city  grade  pupils,  127; 
training  school  pupils,  25;  high  school  pupils,  0;  total,  709.  Rural  teachers,  5; 
state  graded  teachers,  2 ;  city  grade  teachers,  1 ;  total,  35. 

1920.  Rural  pupils,  1,141;  state  graded  pupils,  302;  city  grade  pupils, 
160;  training  school  pupils,  16;  high  school  pupils,  142;  total,  1,761.  Rural 
teachers,  69;  state  graded  teachers,  13;  city  grade  teachers,  11;  total,  118. 

1921.  Rural  pupils,  2,135;  state  graded  pupils,  600;  city  grade  schools, 
389;  training  school  pupils,  36;  high  school  pupils,  36;  total,  3,199.  Rural  teach¬ 
ers,  64 ;  state  graded  teachers,  13 ;  city  grade  teachers,  12 ;  total,  108. 

Since  1916  Barron  County  has  had  a  recommended  list  of  text-books  which 
list  is  sent  to  all  clerks  and  teachers,  and  clerks  urged  to  use  this  list  when 
ordering  books.  Great  care  has  been  taken  to  select  good  text-books  and  it  is 
gratifying  to  know  that  Barron  County  has  perhaps  more  such  and  other  equip¬ 
ment  than  any  other  county  in  the  state.  There  is  also  becoming  more  and 
more  uniformity  in  the  text-books  used.  This  is  of  great  advantage  in  more 
than  one  way.  At  training;  schools,  teachers  may  be  made  familiar  with  them 
before  going  out  to  teach.  ^Pupils  transferred  from  one  district  to  another  will 
not  be  strange  to  the  books. 

Now  there  are  141  districts  in  the  county  furnishing  free  text-books. 

During  the  past  three  years  diploma  examinations  have  been  held  at  var¬ 
ious  centers  in  the  county.  They  are  conducted  by  the  county  superintendent, 
supervising  teachers,  office  clerk,  and  such  teachers  as  are  appointed  by  the 
county  superintendent.  Children  from  the  rural  and  state  graded  schools  come 
to  the  center  most  convenient  to  them.  All  papers  are  marked  by  the  force  at 
the  Superintendent’s  office  and  later  diplomas  are  issued.  Last  year  209  were 
issued.  For  the  past  five  years  credits  for  work  in  the  form  of  maps,  milk, 
sheet  records,  carrying  out  of  health  rules  for  the  year,  arithmetic  accounts  and 
reading  circle  work  have  been  accepted  toward  graduation.  Last  year  755 
sixth,  seventh  and  eighth  grade  children  entered  over  2,200  credits. 

In  November  of  1920  was  the  first  attempt  to  have  what  is  known  as  “Good 
School  Week.”  A  special  effort  is  made  by  teachers,  pupils,  parents,  etc.,  to 
make  good  in  matters  of  attendance,  kind  of  lessons,  health  work,  visiting  and 
talks  by  outsiders,  securing  of  school  and  playground  equipment,  patriotism, 
singing,  etc.  In  1921  there  was  almost  a  100  per  cent  response  from  every 
school.  Such  campaigns  ought  to  impress  the  importance  and  needs  of  an 
education. 

Other  important  legislation  concerns  itself  with  the  teachers’  pension  law, 
since  1910,  superseded  by  a  new  one  in  1921,  school  board  conventions  since 
1907,  and  Committee  on  Common  Schools  since  1907. 

The  Barron  County  Training  School  for  Rural  Teachers  was  established  at 
Rice  Lake  in  1907.  During  the  years  it  has  been  in  operation  its  principal  ob¬ 
ject  has  been  the  training  of  teachers  for  the  country  schools  of  Barron 
County.  How  well  it  has  succeeded  may  be  judged  from  the  fact  that  329 
teachers  have  to  date  graduated  from  this  school.  These  graduates  may  now 
be  found  in  the  rural,  village  and  city  schools  of  the  county.  The  course  of 
study  has  been  changed  from  time  to  time  to  conform  with  the  best  judgment  of 
those  who  are  informed  on  the  rural  school  problem,  and  with  each  increasing 
demand,  the  institution  has  fully  met  its  new  responsibilities  for  training 
teachers  for  higher  standards  in  rural  life  and  for  rural  leadership. 

The  school  furnishes  two  years  of  academic  work  and  one  year  of  profes¬ 
sional  work. 

The  purpose  of  the  school  is  to  offer  the  young  people  of  Barron  County, 
at  the  least  possible  expense,  the  opportunity  to  be  trained  as  teachers,  and 
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to  give  them  this  opportunity  in  their  own  county,  near  their  own  homes  under, 
at  least  partial,  home  influence.  It  should  benefit  the  common  schools  by  pro¬ 
viding  teachers  trained  for  their  specific  tasks  and  is  on  the  ground  to  co¬ 
operate  with  the  other  educational  agencies  in  the  county.  It  offers  prospec¬ 
tive  teachers  an  opportunity  to  meet  the  minimum  requirements  of  the  law  at 
a  minimum  expense.  The  normal  schools  of  the  state  give  credit  for  work  done 
in  this  school. 

John  E.  Hale  was  the  first  principal,  serving  in  1907-13.  George  M.  Snod¬ 
grass  served  in  1913-16  and  G.  E.  Pratt  in  1916-21.  L.  P.  Bunker,  the  present 
efficient  principal,  took  charge  of  the  school  in  1921.  The  first  year  there  was 
one  assistant,  Sarah  Dixon.  The  second  year  there  were  two  members  of  the 
staff  in  addition  to  the  principal,  Margaret  H.  Hutton,  as  assistant,  and  Mar¬ 
garet  I.  Taggart  as  supervisor.  The  first  named  served  until  the  close  of 
the  1910-11  session  when  she  was  succeeded  by  Mabel  Ahlstrom,  who  served  two 
years.  Hope  W.  Mowbry  became  supervisor  in  1910  and  served  until  the  close 
of  the  1912-13  season.  Others  who  have  been  members  of  the  faculty  since 
then  are:  Delia  E.  Kibbe,  1913-14;  L.  Lucile  Haddow,  1913-14;  Annabel  Hut¬ 
ton,  1914-17;  Eva  Gregerson,  1914-1917;  Evangeline  Colburn,  1914-20;  Clara 
Beers,  1917-1918;  Mary  McDonald,  1917-18;  Ruth  McClelland,  1917-20;  Regina 
Kohten,  1918-19;  Alice  Marner,  1919-20;  Fannie  Hunn,  1920-21;  Janet  Johnson, 
1920-22;  Nell  M.  Cashman,  1921-22.  The  present  faculty  consists  of  L.  P.  Bun¬ 
ker,  Nell  M.  Cashman  and  Janet  Johnson. 

The  county  training  school  is  an  institution  supported  partly  by  the  county 
and  partly  by  the  state.  The  members  of  its  faculty  are  persons  of  maturity 
and  are  prepared  for  the  work  both  in  experience  and  in  scholarship.  They 
understand  country  life  and  are  interested  in  its  development.  The  school  has 
a  single  purpose — the  preparation  of  teachers  for  country  schools  and  the  en¬ 
richment  of  country  life  in  general.  It  is  vocational  in  nature  and  has  there¬ 
fore  definiteness  of  purpose.  The  faculty  of  the  training  school  keeps  in  close 
touch  with  its  graduates  not  only  to  assist  them  with  material,  help  and  in¬ 
spiration,  but  that  the  whole  county  may  become  a  laboratory  from  which  the 
faculty  may  draw  lessons  in  the  training  of  new  teachers. 

At  the  present  time  there  are  three  instructors:  L.  P.  Bunker  as  prin¬ 
cipal,  Nell  M.  Cashman,  first  assistant,  and  Janet  Johnston  is  second  assistant. 
Miss  Johnston  also  teaches  domestic  science.  Since  the  founding  of  the  school 
there  have  been  340  graduates,  3  of  which  number  are  boys.  At  the  present 
time  there  are  68  students  enrolled.  This  number  should  be  very  much  in¬ 
creased  since  the  number  graduating  each  year  is  far  from  supplying  the  de¬ 
mand.  Some  of  our  very  best  teachers  are  training  school  graduates.  They  do 
practice  teaching  with  four  grades  under  close  supervision. 

In  the  spring  they  spend  one  week  with  some  rural  teacher  during  part  of 
which  time  they  take  entire  charge  of  the  school.  While  they  are  out  this  week 
some  member  of  the  training  school  staff  or  from  the  county  superintendent's 
office  visits  the  school  and  talks  over  the  work  with  the  student  teacher.  In  the 
fall  the  county  superintendent  takes  out  each  senior  for  one  day  visiting  rural 
schools. 

High  school  graduates  may  complete  the  course  in  one  year  and  receive  a 
year's  credit  at  any  of  the  state  normal  schools.  Eighth  grade  graduates  may 
also  enter  but  their  course  requires  three  years  of  work. 

Upon  presentation  of  the  certificate  of  graduation  the  superintendent  of 
the  county  in  which  the  school  is  located  shall,  and  others  may,  issue  a  certifi¬ 
cate,  the  grade  of  which  depend  on  the  standings  appearing  on  the  certifi¬ 
cate  of  graduation. 

The  school  is  supported  by  appropriations  made  by  the  County  Board  of 
Supervisors  and  the  state  each  contributing  about  equal  amounts. 

The  school  was  originally  established  by  the  county  board  by  a  vote  on 
Nov.  16,  1906.  Under  the  state  law  such  a  school  is  in  charge  of  a  board  of 
three  members,  the  county  superintendent  of  schools  to  be  ex-officio  member  and 
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the  secretary  of  this  board,  and  the  other  two  members,  to  be  elected  for  a 
three-year  term  by  the  county  board  of  supervisors.  On  the  same  day  that  the 
school  was  voted,  T.  T.  Hazelberg  of  the  town  of  Cedar  Lake  and  Dr.  I.  G. 
Babcock  of  Cumberland  were  elected  as  members  of  the  Training  School 
Board.  At  a  special  meeting  of  the  County  Board  held  January  15  and  16,  a 
site  at  the  city  of  Rice  Lake  for  the  training  school  was  selected.  At  a  meeting 
of  the  Training  School  Board,  consisting  of  the  two  members  named  above  and 
T.  H.  Lage,  the  county  superintendent,  held  Jan.  16,  1907,  T.  T.  Hazelberg  was 
elected  president  and  I.  G.  Babcock,  treasurer,  T.  H.  Lage  being  ex-officio,  sec¬ 
retary. 

An  old  building  originally  built  for  a  court  house,  then  used  many  years  as 
a  high  school  building  which  had  been  given  to  the  county  for  training  school 
purposes  on  condition  that  the  school  be  located  at  Rice  Lake,  was  now  repaired 
and  partially  equipped  for  the  work  of  the  training  school  which  was  begun  in 
August,  1907. 

The  members  of  the  Training  School  Board  have  been :  T.  T.  Hazelberg 
served  from  Nov.  16,  1906,  until  Dec.  24,  1919,  at  which  time  he  resigned.  I.  G. 
Babcock  elected  Nov.  16,  1906,  resigned  in  March,  1916.  T.  H.  Lage  became  a 
member  Nov.  16,  1906,  and  served  until  the  first  Monday  in  July,  1909,  when 
he  ceased  to  hold  the  office  of  county  superintendent.  L.  S.  Cheney  became  a 
member  of  the  board  when  he  came  into  the  office  of  county  superintendent  in 
July,  1909,  and  served  eight  years.  Mrs.  Grace  Mason  was  appointed  to  the 
board  March  21,  1916,  and  served  until  November,  1921.  E.  C.  McClelland  was 
appointed  to  the  board  Feb.  13,  1920,  and  served  until  November  of  the  same 
year.  Gertrude  Wahl  became  a  member  of  the  board  by  virtue  of  her  position 
as  county  superintendent,  the  first  Monday  in  July,  1917,  and  continued  there 
until  Oct.  22,  1918,  when  she  resigned  and  was  succeeded  by  Mrs.  Gertrude 
Cuff,  who  served  until  the  first  Monday  in  July,  1919.  At  this  time,  Miss 
Regina  Kohten  became  county  superintendent  and  a  member  of  the  board.  She 
is  still  serving.  G.  J.  Holland  was  elected  to  the  board  in  November,  1920,  and 
is  still  serving.  C.  P.  Stenerson  is  serving  his  first  term  on  the  board,  having 
been  elected  in  November,  1921.  T.  T.  Hazelberg,  E.  C.  McClelland  and  G.  J. 
Holland  have  each  served  as  president  of  the  board,  and  each  for  the  full  time 
of  his  service  on  the  board.  The  treasurers  have  been  I.  G.  Babcock,  Mrs. 
Grace  Mason  and  C.  P.  Stenerson,  each  having  served  in  this  position  during 
his  entire  term  on  the  board.  The  county  superintendents  have  been,  T.  H. 
Lage,  L.  S.  Cheney,  Gertrude  Wahl,  Mrs.  Gertrude  Cuff,  and  Regina  Kohten. 
Each  has  served  as  secretary  during  the  term  of  service  as  superintendent. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

BARRON  COUNTY  JOURNALISM. 

The  first  paper  to  be  published  in  Barron  was  the  Barron  County  Gazette, 
first  published  in  June,  1874,  by  C.  W.  Carpenter  and  W.  L.  Abbott.  This  paper 
was  moved  to  Rice  Lake  in  1875,  and  later  the  name  was  changed  to  the  Rice 
Lake  Chronotype.  The  Barron  County  Shield,  the  next  oldest  paper  in  the 
county,  was  founded  November  1,  1876,  by  A.  Dewey,  who  published  the  paper 
for  three  years,  selling  out  to  Walter  Speed  &  Co.,  November  1,  1879.  While  no 
name  is  given  it  is  generally  understood  that  C.  S.  Taylor  was  the  company. 
With  Walter  Speed  as  editor  the  paper  was  continued  until  July  6,  1893,  when 
the  partnership  was  dissolved,  Mr.  Speed  going  to  the  Chetek  Alert  and  C.  S. 
Taylor  becoming  sole  owner  of  the  Shield.  From  the  notice  of  dissolution  it  ap¬ 
pears  that  this  partnership  had  included  the  publication  of  the  Chetek  Alert, 
which  was  established  in  1882.  May  4,  1883,  the  name  of  H.  H.  Lampman  ap- 
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peared  under  the  firm  name  as  foreman  of  the  office  and  he  continued  irt  this 
capacity  until  May  22,  1885.'  C.  S.  Taylor  continued  as  publisher  until' Novem¬ 
ber  10,  1893,  when  all  names  were  dropped  from  the  paper.  Thi  name  of 
Thomas  Dovery,  who  had  been  an  employe  of  the  office  for  some  time,  Appears 
as  publisher  for  the  first  time  on  January  19,  1894.  August  30*  1895,  a  notice 
to  patrons  of  the  paper  is  signed  by  the  publishers.  January  24,  1896;  the 
Amery  Free  Press  compliments  “Editor”  Dovery  when  he  “comes  out  with  four 
pages  of  home  print  instead  of  two.”  While  there  has  been  ho  notice  of  any 
change  in  management  it  was  generally  understood  that  Mr.  Dovery  became 
the  owner  of  the  Shield  in  January,  1894.  He  continued  as  publisher  of  the 
Shield  until  January,  1905,  when  he  sold  out  to  W.  R.  Hotchkiss  &  Co.,  Mr. 
Hotchkiss  sold  out  to  Frank  B.  Gessler  in  1908  and  went  to  Menombnie.  In 
October,  1909,  Mr.  Gessler  sold  to  Durnal  &  Dretzke,  who  were  the  publishers 
for  three  years,  when  Mr.  Dretzke  retired  and  Mr.  Durnal  continued  as  sole 
owner  until  the  fall  of  1914,  when  he  sold  to  August  F.  Ender.  Mr.  Ender  was 
the  owner  and  editor  of  the  Shield  until  November  1,  1918,  when  the  subscrip¬ 
tion  list  and  all  equipment  was  sold  to  N.  S.  Gordon  and  the  Barron  County 
Shield  and  the  Barron  County  News  were  consolidated  under  the  name  of  the 
Barron  County  News-Shield,  under  which  name  it  is  still  being  published.  Mr. 
Gordon  had  previously  bought  the  Dallas  Index  and  consolidated  it  with  the 
News,  and  the  Cameron  Review  had  recently  been  taken  over  by  the  Shield. 
In  November,  1920,  Mr.  Gordon  bought  the  subscription  list  of  the  Prairie  Farm 
Breeze  and  that  paper  was  absorbed  by  the  Barron  County  News-Shield. 

The  Shield,  now  consolidated  in  the  News-Shield,  has  maintained  a  stand¬ 
ard  of  stability  somewhat  unusual  in  the  history  of  rural  pioneer  journalism 
in  the  Northwest.  From  Nov.  1,  1879,  until  Jan.  1,  1905,  its  destinies  were  in  the 
hands  of  but  three  men,  Walter  Speed,  Charles  S.  Taylor  and  Thomas  Dovery, 
all  men  of  substantial  standing  and  worth.  During  its  latter  years  before  the 
consolidation  it  experienced  the  usual  journalistic  vicissitudes.  But  in  the 
meantime  the  present  editor  had  taken  over  the  News,  July  1,  1904,  and  so  has 
a  continuous  record  of  nearly  eighteen  years.  Thus  four  men,  the  Messrs. 
Speed,  Taylor,  Dovery  and  Gordon,  span  more  than  forty-two  years. 

The  Barron  County  News  dates  its  existence  from  1900,  although  its  first 
name  was  the  Weekly  Call  and  its  first  editor  was  Fred  W.  Haislet.  It  had  a 
somewhat  stormy  existence  for  the  first  four  years  of  its  life.  Many  times  the 
office  force  was  obliged  to  call  for  help  in  getting  the  paper  out  when  Mr. 
Haislet  was  “feeling  too  good  to  work.”  Finally  in  1903  the  paper  was  sold 
under  mortgage  sale  to  C.  W.  Andrews,  and  the  name  was  changed  to  the  Bar¬ 
ron  County  News.  In  February,  1904,  Mr.  Andrews  sold  to  George  C.  Elwood 
and  in  June  of  the  same  year  he  sold  to  N.  S.  Gordon,  who  took  charge  of  the 
paper  the  first  week  in  July  and  who,  as  noted,  has  served  continuously  for  18 
years  now,  a  longer  term  than  any  other  publisher  in  the  county,  except  Walter 
Speed,  who  was  with  the  Chetek  Alert  from  September,  1882,  to  February,  1901. 
The  paper  has  grown  from  the  smallest,  both  in  volume  of  business  and  prestige, 
until  now,  under  the  title  of  the  Barron  County  News-Shield.  It  is  recognized 
as  the  leading  paper  of  the  county. 

Barron  was  for  a  short  time  the  home  of  three  papers.  The  Republican  was 
the  third  paper  to  be  started  in  Barron  by  J.  H.  Williams  &  Son,  in  1888.  J.  H. 
Williams  retired  from  the  paper  in  1890,  when  J.  J.  Smith  became  associated 
with  Jay  Williams  as  publishers.  Burrage  &  Hudson  bought  the  Republican 
in  1897  and  a  few  months  later  W.  A.  Coe  bought  the  interest  of  Mr.  Hudson, 
and  in  six  months  more  took  over  the  interest  of  Mr.  Burrage.  Between  1901 
and  1903  Jay  Williams  appears  again  and  moved  the  paper  to  Dallas,  and  in 
1904  sold  out  to  Harvey  Erickson. 

The  Chetek  Alert  was  started  by  Walter  Speed  on  Friday,  Sept.  15,  1882. 
Mr.  Speed,  who  is  now  living  at  Summit,  Ore.,  was  an  experienced  newspaper 
man,  having  been  previously  connected  with  the  Shield  at  Barron.  He  made 
the  Alert  a  six-column  folio  and  conducted  it  as  a  Republican  paper.  In  his 
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salutatory  notice  he  predicted  the  future  importance  of  the  village,  promised 
to  carry  on  the  paper  in  the  interests  of  truth  and  justice,  and  to  make  no  war 
on  individuals  except  such  as  deserved  public  censure.  He  conducted  the  Alert 
along  those  lines  until  Feb.  15,  1901,  when  he  sold  it  to  George  C.  Elwood.  The 
latter  presided  over  its  destinies  until  February,  1904,  when  it  was  bought  by 
L.  P.  Charles  and  J.  W.  Bell,  the  present  proprietors,  of  whom  Mr.  Charles  is 
the  editor  and  active  manager,  and  also  the  owner  of  the  building.  They  have 
improved  the  plant,  having  installed  a  large  two-revolution  press  and  linotype 
machine.  Besides  carrying  on  the  paper  in  accordance  with  its  original  policy, 
they  operate  a  job  printing  office.  In  February,  1915,  the  concern  was  incor¬ 
porated  as  the  Alert  Publishing  Co.  The  officers  are:  J.  W.  Bell,  president; 
Mrs.  Lillie  A.  Calhoun,  vice-president  ;  and  L.  P.  Charles,  secretary  and  treas¬ 
urer.  The  foreman,  Lyle  Speed,  is  a  nephew  of  Walter  Speed,  the  founder  of 
the  paper.  The  associate  editor  is  Merton  Martenson.  Lyle  Speed  and  Mr. 
Martenson  are  stockholders  in  the  concern. 

Wtihin  six  or  seven  years  after  the  arrival  of  the  first  settlers  in  Cumber¬ 
land,  the  village  was  able  to  boast  of  a  weekly  newspaper.  This  was  the  Cum¬ 
berland  Herald,  established  May  22,  1881,  by  C.  H.  Clark,  with  M.  P.  Morris  as 
editor.  On  Sept.  21, 1881,  C.  A.  Lamoreux  purchased  Mr.  Clark’s  interest  in  the 
property,  and  the  firm  became  Morris  &  Lamoreux.  This  partnership  was  dis¬ 
solved  Dec.  6,  1883,  Mr.  Lamoreux  retiring  and  Mr.  Morris  continuing  the  busi¬ 
ness.  The  latter  disposed  of  it  March  19,  1884,  to  L.  L.  Gunderson,  who  con¬ 
tinued  the  publication  of  the  paper  as  editor  and  proprietor.  On  July  3,  1884, 
A.  F.  Wright  became  associated  with  Mr.  Gunderson  as  one  of  the  publishers 
and  the  firm  name  became  Gunderson  &  Wright,  and  so  remained  until  Nov.  6, 
1886,  when  Mr.  Wright  severed  his  connection  with  the  paper,  the  publication 
of  which  was  continued  for  a  short  time  longer  by  Mr.  Gunderson.  The  next 
proprietor  was  S.  H.  Hull,  who  changed  the  name  of  the  paper  to  the  Cumber¬ 
land  Advocate.  After  Mr.  Hull  had  conducted  it  for  a  year  or  more,  it  was 
purchased  by  a  company  which  had  been  formed  under  the  style  of  the  Cum¬ 
berland  Printing  Co.,  and  by  which  it  was  continued  until  1886.  Then  it  was 
sold  to  H.  S.  Comstock  and  D.  A.  Russell,  who,  under  the  firm  name  of  Com¬ 
stock  &  Russell,  continued  its  publication.  In  the  fall  of  1887,  Mr.  Comstock 
bought  Mr.  Russell’s  interest  and  conducted  the  paper  alone  for  about  a  year, 
when,  in  1888,  he  sold  out  to  T.  F.  Ball.  The  latter,  after  a  while,  associated 
himself  with  F.  F.  Morgan,  of  La  Crosse,  who,  a  year  later,  bought  Mr.  Ball’s 
interest  and  was  the  sole  proprietor  until  1900.  He  then  sold  to  Tom  O.  Mason, 
who  published  the  paper  until  October,  1906.  In  that  month,  H.  S.  Comstock 
again  took  hold  of  it,  buying  out  Mr.  Mason.  Subsequently  he  organized  the 
Cumberland  Advocate  Co.,  selling  a  part  of  the  stock  to  G.  Gunderson.  In 
January,  1915,  Mr.  Gunderson’s  stock  was  purchased  by  R.  B.  Hart,  Judge  Corn- 
stock  retaining  a  controlling  interest  until  the  following  September,  when  his 
interest  was  purchased  by  Mr.  Gunderson.  In  June,  1920,  the  latter  again  sold 
out  to  R.  B.  Hart,  who  has  been  editor  of  the  paper  since  1915.  A  one-third 
interest  in  the  concern  is  owned  by  Mrs.  Hart.  The  Advocate  is  an  eight-page, 
six-column  weekly,  with  a  good  list  of  subscribers. 

While  the  Advocate,  either  under  its  present  name,  or  under  its  former 
one  of  the  Herald,  has  pursued  its  course  for  forty  years  o’er  calm  or  stormy 
seas,  and  under  different  captains,  and  is  still  proudly  sailing  the  journalistic 
main,  several  other  barks  have  been  launched  from  Cumberland  on  that  same 
ocean  and  started  gaily  on  their  voyage,  only  to  meet  with  speedy  shipwreck 
or  to  find  timely  refuge  in  some  other  port. 

One  of  these  was  the  Free  Press,  captained  by  G.  Gunderson,  which  kept 
off  the  rocks  and  braved  the  weather  for  a  few  years,  when  it  was  finally  pur¬ 
chased  by  H.  S.  Comstock,  by  whom  it  was  put  out  of  commission. 

At  another  time,  G.  Gunderson,  then  proprietor  of  a  small  job  printing 
office,  began  the  issue  of  a  little  hand  sheet  which  he  called  The  Eye,  and  which 
contained  items  of  local  news.  It  had,  however,  but  a  brief  existence. 
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From  1910  to  1915,  R.  B.  Hart  and  George  B.  Cook,  conducted  a  newspaper 
in  Cumberland  called  the  Journal,  the  subscription  list  of  which  was  sold  to  the 
Advocate,  when  Mr.  Hart  became  associated  with  Judge  Comstock  in  the  owner¬ 
ship  of  that  paper. 

In  April,  1908,  John  J.  Wearne,  now  proprietor  of  a  meat  market  in  Cum¬ 
berland,  started  a  paper  at  Almena,  called  the  Cloverland  Star.  After  conduct¬ 
ing  it  there  for  a  year,  he  moved  it  in  April,  1909,  including  his  plant,  to  Cum¬ 
berland,  in  order  to  finish  advertising  contracts.  On  August  1,  the  same  year, 
he  sold  the  subscription  list  to  H.  S.  Comstock,  who  also  took  over  the  adver¬ 
tising  contracts,  Mr.  Wearne  then  moving  his  plant  to  Minong,  Wis.,  where 
he  continued  the  paper  for  two  years  as  the  Minong  Star. 

The  Prairie  Farm  Breeze  was  established  Nov.  23,  1909,  by  G.  W.  Van 
Vuren,  who  continued  as  editor  and  publisher  until  May  1,  1918,  when  he  sold 
the  paper  to  Roy  Holman.  Mr.  Holman  continued  the  publication  until  Nov.  1, 
1920,  when  the  subscription  list  was  sold  to  the  Barron  County  News-Shield  and 
the  Breeze  was  discontinued. 

The  first  newspaper  published  in  Dallas  was  the  Republican,  when  that 
paper  was  moved  from  Barron  to  Dallas  in  1903.  Jay  Williams  was  the  editor. 
In  1904  the  paper  was  sold  to  Harvey  Erickson,  and  on  Aug.  31,  1905,  L.  E. 
Joppa  became  the  owner  of  the  paper.  He  sold  to  N.  S.  Gordon,  who  owned 
and  published  the  paper  for  one  year.  Mr.  Joppa  became  the  owner  of  the  paper 
again  Sept.  13,  1907.  The  paper  was  discontinued  March  31,  1911,  and  estab¬ 
lished  again  October  30,  under  the  name  of  the  Dallas  Index.  The  Index  was 
sold  to  N.  S.  Gordon  April  1,  1917,  and  eight  months  later  was  consolidated  with 
the  Barron  County  News.  No  paper  has  been  published  at  Dallas  since  then. 

The  Cloverland  Star,  published  by  J.  J.  Wearne,  served  Almena  and  com¬ 
munity  from  April,  1908,  to  April,  1909,  when  it  was  moved  to  Cumberland  and 
a  few  months  later,  as  noted,  consolidated  with  the  Cumberland  Advocate. 

The  first  newspaper  was  established  in  Turtle  Lake  in  1898,  in  the  early 
spring,  by  Amos  Babcock,  and  was  called  the  Turtle  Lake  Advance.  He  pub¬ 
lished  the  paper  for  a  little  more  than  a  year,  selling  to  M.  A.  Frissell  in  1899, 
who  changed  the  name  of  the  paper  to  the  Turtle  Lake  Bugle.  William  C.  Lyons 
was  installed  as  editor  and  manager  and  he  acted  in  this  capacity  until  Feb.  26, 
1903,  though  for  a  short  time  the  name  of  A.  I.  Averill  &  Son  appeared  at  the 
head  of  the  Bugle’s  editorial  columns  as  publishers.  It  is  thought  they  may 
have  been  conducting  it  for  Mr.  Frissell.  On  Sept.  11,  1902,  William  C.  Lyons 
announced  that  he  had  bought  it  from  Mr.  Frissell.  On  March  5,  1903,  A.  H. 
Nuesse  became  the  proprietor  and  editor  of  the  paper  and  so  continued  for  ten 
years,  except  for  two  brief  periods  during  which  he  rented  it  out,  first  to  Fred 
W.  Haislet,  in  the  latter  part  of  1911,  who  conducted  it  for  a  few  months  until 
the  spring  of  1912,  and  later  for  a  short  time  to  W.  C.  McCormack.  On  Oct.  6, 
1913,  Mr.  Nuesse  sold  out  to  A.  G.  Huhn,  the  present  editor  and  proprietor,  who 
changed  the  name  of  the  paper  to  the  Turtle  Lake  Times,  and  who  is  now  con¬ 
ducting  it  as  a  six-column,  eight-page  paper,  and  also  operating  a  job  printing 
office  in  connection  with  it.  Mr.  Huhn  came  here  from  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  in  which 
city  he  had  experience  in  the  job  printing  trade. 

The  Rice  Lake  Chronotype  is  the  oldest  paper  in  Barron  County,  being  the 
successor  of  the  Barron  County  Gazette,  founded  June,  1874,  at  Barron,  by 
C.  W.  Carpenter  and  W.  L.  Abbott.  It  was  moved  to  Rice  Lake  soon  after  and 
continued  by  Mr.  Carpenter  until  June,  1876.  It  was  then  sold  to  Rice  Lake 
Village  Company  and  was  edited  for  one  year  by  A.  Dewey.  It  was  about  this 
time  that  the  name  was  changed  to  the  Rice  Lake  Chronotype,  which  name  it 
still  bears.  Since  then  the  editors  of  the  paper  have  been  Charles  Nunn,  till 
May,  1877 ;  Fred  Peachman,  for  six  months ;  Charles  F.  Bone,  November,  1877, 
to  1885;  P.  H.  Swift,  1885  to  1894;  H.  M.  Hilliker,  November,  1894,  to  1896; 
E.  N.  Bowers,  December,  1896,  to  September,  1906.  In  1905,  E.  C.  McClelland 
became  editor  of  the  Chronotype,  and  in  1909  the  Leader,  published  by  R.  C. 
Peck,  was  consolidated  with  the  Chronotype,  retaining  the  name  of  the  Rice 
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Lake  Chronotype.  Mr.  McClelland  and  Mr.  Peck. are  the  owners  and  publishers 
of  the  paper  at  this  time. 

Rice  Lake  now  Has  but  one  other  newspaper,  the  Rice  Lake  Times,  pub¬ 
lished  by  E.  E.  Campbell.  This  paper  was  established  in  1887  by  C.  F.  Bone.  In 
1907  Harry  L.  Bone  became  associated  with  his  father  in  the  publication  of  the 
paper  and  continued  it  after  the  death  of  his  father  in  1907  till  he  sold  the 
paper  to  E.  E.  Campbell  in  1909. 

Several  other  papers  have  at  different  times  been  published  in  Rice  Lake. 
The  Leader  was  founded  in  July,  1896,  and  published  by  Ward  L.  Swift  and 
Harry  W.  McCourt  till  January,  1898;  W.  L.  and  P.  H.  Swift,  from  January, 
1898,  to  February,  1899;  P.  H.  Swift,  from  February,  1899,  to  April,  1903;  the 
Leader  Publishing  Company,  Cass  U.  Jenkins,  manager,  for  a  few  weeks,  and 
then  by  the  Swifts  till  August  17,  1904,  when  George  C.  Elwood  bought  the 
plant  and  conducted  the  paper  alone  until  May,  1906,  then  with  R.  C.  Peck  until 
May,  1906.  In  1906,  E.  E.  Campbell  bought  Mr.  Elwood's  interest  and  Peck 
and  Campbell  continued  the  paper  until  March,  1909,  when  it  was  consolidated 
with  the  Rice  Lake  Chronotype,  Mr.  Peck  going  to  the  Chronotype  and  Mr. 
Campbell  buying  the  Rice  Lake  Times. 

T.  C.  Surdson  moved  the  Cameron  Review  to  Rice  Lake  in  1906  and  the 
paper  was  published  by  him  for  one  year  under  the  name  of  Journal  and  Re¬ 
view,  when  it  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  February,  1917,  when  the  Odd  Fellow 
Block  was  burned. 

Fred  W.  Haislet  published  the  Call  in  1917  for  about  a  year,  when  the  name 
of  the  paper  was  changed  to  the  Union  Herald  and  continued  for  some  months 
after  Mr.  Haislet  left  Rice  Lake,  by  Walter  F.  Erickson. 

The  first  paper  published  in  Cameron  was  the  Independent,  established 
in  1887,  S.  'S.  Hull,  editor.  A  year  later  the  paper  was  moved  to  Barron  and 
C.  B.  Dodge  was  the  editor.  In  1897  Amos  Babcock  established  the  Cameron 
Review  and  a  year  later  sold  it  to  H.  H.  Dunn.  In  1901  the  name  of  W.  C. 
Lyons  appears  as  publisher  of  the  Review.  Mr.  Lyons  went  to  Turtle  Lake  in 
1902.  E.  V.  Nevins  became  the  editor  of  the  paper  in  1904,  and  1907,  M.  C. 
Martin  was  editor  of  the  Review.  Then  came  Harvey  Erickson  and  Walter 
Erickson  with  the  name  of  H.  C.  Sweatland  as  publisher.  The  property  was 
virtually  owned  by  the  Bank  of  Cameron  and  to  keep  it  alive,  Cashier  Ingvald 
Egstad  became  a  printers'  devil  and  got  the  paper  out  for  several  weeks.  In 
November,  1911,  the  plant  was  sold  to  T.  C.  Surdson,  who  continued  to  publish 
the  Review  until  April,  1916,  when  he  moved  the  plant  to  Rice  Lake  and  the 
paper  was  continued  as  the  Journal  and  Review  until  February,  1917,  when 
the  plant  was  destroyed  by  fire  when  the  Odd  Fellows’  building,  in  which  it 
was  located,  was  burned.  The  subscription  list  was  then  sold  to  the  Chrono¬ 
type.  During  the  summer  of  1917,  George  C.  Elwood  launched  the  Cameron 
Record,  but  after  a  few  months  the  plant  and  subscription  list  was  sold  to  the 
Barron  County  Shield.  Since  then  no  paper  has  been  published  in  Cameron. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 

MODERN  AGRICULTURE. 

Modern  agriculture  and  dairying  in  Barron  County  dates  back  only  about 
two  decades,  and  it  is  in  fact  only  in  the  last  decade  that  the  county  has 
reached  its  present  pre-eminence  along  these  lines.  Dairying,  and  the  raising 
of  fodder  and  seed  clover  incident  to  it,  is  the  leading  industry.  Potato  grow¬ 
ing  is  also  reaching  large  proportions.  The  Kringle  strain  of  Rural  New  York 
potatoes,  originated  here,  has  a  national  reputation,  there  are  many  prominent 
certified  seed  potato  growers,  and  in  addition  to  this  general  potato  growing 
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for  the  market  is  so  important  that  every  railroad  has  its  potato  warehouses, 
varying  in  number  from  one  to  ten.  Pea  growing  to  supply  the  canning  fac¬ 
tories  is  also  a  profitable  enterprise.  Swine  raising,  which  until  recently,  has 
been  merely  an  adjunct  to  dairying,  is  now  becoming  a  specialty  with  many 
farmers,  and  some  fine  droves  are  to  be  found.  Poultry  raising  flourishes,  and 
Barron  County  poultry  has  won  prizes  at  many  an  important  exhibition.  Here 
and  there  throughout  the  county  there  are  sheep  herds  which,  since  the  eighties, 
have  supplied  the  extensive  woolen  mills  at  Barron  with  wool,  and  provided  a 
little  surplus  to  be  shipped  out.  There  are  a  few  stands  of  ginseng.  General 
farming  is  also  carried  on  in  all  its  branches.  The  principal  crops,  in  addition 
to  potatoes,  hay,  clover  and  rutabagas,  are  corn,  oats,  rye  and  barley.  Tobacco 
and  sugar  beets  are  raised  and  honey  produced.  At  one  time,  herds  of  steers 
were  shipped  in  for  grazing  about  Cumberland,  and  a  little  stock  grazing  is  still 
done  about  Canton. 

Dean  W.  A.  Henry,  of  the  College  of  Agriculture,  University  of  Wisconsin, 
was  early  convinced  that  there  were  wonderful  agricultural  possibilities  in 
Northern  Wisconsin,  including  Barron  County.  In  “A  Handbook  for  the  Home- 
seeker,”  prepared  by  him  and  published  in  1896,  he  states  and  reiterates  his 
faith  in  this  region.  In  his  introduction  we  find  him  expressing  the  mental 
attitude  of  a  great  majority  of  people  in  other  states  and  in  the  Southern  half 
of  our  own  state  at  the  time  he  wrote  it.  “The  possibility  that  Northern  Wis¬ 
consin  may  some  day  become  an  agricultural  region  of  excellence  and  promi¬ 
nence  is  little  realized  and  less  recognized  anywhere,  even  by  the  people  of 
our  own  state,”  and  then  in  the  closing  paragraph  he  voices  some  of  the  faith 
that  is  in  him:  “With  farms  supplanting  the  forest,  Northern  Wisconsin  will 
not  revert  to  a  wilderness  with  the  passing  of  the  lumber  industry,  but  will 
be  occupied  by  a  thrifty  class  of  farmers  whose  well  directed,  intelligent 
efforts  bring  substantial  satisfactory  returns  from  fields,  flocks  and  herds.” 

Regarding  the  successful  growing  of  field  crops,  such  as  clover,  oats,  peas, 
barley,  fodder  corn  and  potatoes,  Prof.  Henry  is  very  sanguine,  but  it  is  when 
he  comes  to  the  consideration  of  the  dairy  industry  that  he  expresses  himself 
most  strongly.  Note  the  following:  “After  careful  study  of  all  the  conditions 
prevailing  in  Northern  Wisconsin,  the  writer  of  this  article  is  firmly  impressed 
with  the  belief  that  this  will  some  day  become  one  of  the  great  dairy  regions 
of  America,  if  only  the  people  will  bend  their  energies  in  the  right  direction 
and  concentrate  their  efforts  upon  the  production  of  high  grade  dairy  prod¬ 
ucts.”  Regarding  the  cheese  industry  he  says:  “The  writer  makes  the  predic¬ 
tion  that  some  day  Northern  Wisconsin  will  rank  as  the  foremost  cheese  district 
in  America,  if  not  in  the  world.”  And  in  closing  his  discussion  of  dairying  we 
have  this  statement:  “With  the  passing  away  of  the  vast  forests  and  the  disap¬ 
pearance  of  the  lumber  industry,  which  has  brought  its  hundreds  of  millions 
to  our  country,  let  there  come  to  Northern  Wisconsin  advanced  methods  of 
farming  with  dairying  as  the  leading  factor,  and  the  prosperity  of  this  region 
is  assured  beyond  all  question.” 

There  were  others,  less  widely  known  than  Professor  Henry,  who,  having 
traveled  widely  in  the  state  and  being  of  an  observing  disposition,  foresaw  a 
great  agricultural  future  for  Northern  Wisconsin  and  Barron  County  especially. 
Some  of  these  have  lived  to  see  this  great  promise  realized  in  a  large  measure. 

About  1886  or  1887  three  pure  blooded  Holstein  bulls  were  brought  into  the 
county  from  Lake  City,  Minn.  Two  were  bought  by  the  Van  Valkenburgs,  on 
Sioux  Creek,  in  the  Northeast  part  of  Dallas.  The  other,  an  aged  bull,  was 
bought  by  Woodbury  S.  Grover,  also  of  Dallas  Township.  This  bull,  which 
weighed  3,200  pounds,  one  of  the  largest  ever  brought  into  the  county,  was 
purchased  for  $200.  Some  of  the  descendants  of  these  three  sires  are  still 
to  be  found  in  the  county. 

Charles  S.  Taylor  started  the  impetus  toward  modern  dairying  in  1896 
when  he  started  bringing  in  Jersey  bulls  from  the  famous  “Brown  Bessie” 
strain  owned  by  a  relative,  H.  C.  Taylor,  of  Orfordville,  Wis.  One  of  these 
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“Choirmaster”,  he  kept,  one  went  to  the  Silas  Speed  farm  east  of  Barron. 
Many  bull  calves  were  given  away  or  sold,  and  the  strain  became  pronounced  in 
many  Barron  County  herds.  A.  Fred  Hanson,  of  Arland  Township,  long  had 
Jerseys  of  this  strain.  Nick  Heintz  of  Rice  Lake  was  also  an  early  Jersey 
breeder  and  he  and  Mr.  Taylor  co-operated  in  many  ways. 

A  few  creameries  and  cheese  factories  were  started  here  and  there  in  the 
county  in  the  early  nineties.  The  farmers  brought  the  milk  to  the  creameries 
where  the  cream  was  separated  and  made  into  butter.  Some  are  still  in  exis¬ 
tence.  Some  ran  for  only  a  few  years.  Some  were  reorganized.  It  was  not 
however  until  the  dawn  of  the  present  century  that  any  of  the  butter  and  cheese 
factories  or  their  product  began  to  attract  more  than  casual  attention. 

The  assessment  of  1901  showed  within  the  county:  17,760  neat  cattle; 
14,685  sheep  and  lambs;  6,332  horses;  3,012  swine,  and  73  mules  and  asses. 

In  1905  when  the  state  census  was  taken,  the  county  was  still  at  the  dawn 
of  the  modern  era.  The  population  was  28,376,  of  whom  21,225  were  native 
born  and  7,161  foreign  born.  Of  the  native  born,  15,732  were  born  in  Wis¬ 
consin,  and  5,493  in  other  states.  Most  of  the  16,732  were  children  and  young 
folks,  the  offspring  of  foreign  parents.  The  Norwegians  continued  to  show 
a  preponderance,  and  about  the  same  ratio  in  regard  to  nativity  was  main¬ 
tained  as  in  previous  years,  although  colonies  from  Italy,  Bohemia,  Austria, 
Poland  and  Switzerland  had  established  themselves  here.  The  7,151  foreign 
born  were  divided  as  follows:  Norway,  2,648;  Germany,  1,226;  Sweden,  911; 
Canada,  713;  Italy,  308;  Bohemia,  288;  Denmark,  205;  Austria,  142;  Russia, 
121;  Hungary,  120;  England,  91;  Switzerland,  70;  Finland,  67;  Ireland,  67; 
Russian  Poland,  44;  Scotland,  41;  German  Poland,  24;  France,  17;  Holland,  14; 
Belgium,  9;  Wales,  6;  Greece,  1;  Austrian  Poland,  1;  other  countries,  17. 

The  county  had  3,425  farms.  The  total  acreage  in  farm  lands  was  351,732, 
of  which  136,332  was  improved,  and  215,400  unimproved. 

There  were  37,740  cattle  and  calves,  of  which  17,767  were  milch  cows. 
During  the  year,  9,666  cattle  and  calves  had  been  sold  or  consumed.  There 
were  16,847  sheep  and  lambs,  of  which  7,696  had  been  sold  or  consumed  during 
the  year.  The  pounds  of  wool  produced  numbered  53,392.  There  were  8,318 
swine,  and  10,361  had  been  disposed  of  during  the  year.  The  horses  and  mules 
numbered  8,866.  The  fowls  counted  numbered  104,090  and  the  eggs  produced 
amounted  to  535,380  dozen. 

The  principal  crops  were:  Hay,  53,808  acres,  80,930  tons;  oats,  31,574 
acres,  1,145,025  bushels;  barley,  3,502  acres,  91,893  bushels;  corn,  3,242  acres, 
76,959  bushels;  wheat,  3,073  acres,  51,542  bushels;  rye,  1,245  acres,  22,706 
bushels;  buckwheat,  1,114  acres,  17,380  bushels;  clover  seed,  838  bushels;  timo¬ 
thy  seed,  565  bushels;  flax  seed,  1,170  bushels;  potatoes,  5,962  acres,  614,336 
bushels;  root  crops,  340  acres,  100,518  bushels;  beans  and  peas,  322  acres, 
5,603  bushels;  sugar  beets,  877  tons.  The  pounds  of  tobacco  raised  amounted 
to  34,940. 

Sixty-one  acres  were  in  berries,  producing  3,769  bushels.  The  apples 
raised  amounted  to  589  bushels,  the  grapes  to  75  bushels.  The  amount  of  maple 
sugar  produced  was  1,655  pounds,  of  syrup  752  gallons.  Honey  produced 
amounted  to  70,151  pounds.  In  Doyle  Township  one  acre  was  planted  to 
sorghum,  yielding  30  gallons  of  syrup,  valued  at  $15. 

The  milk  produced  was  estimated  at  1,185,833  gallons.  The  butter  made 
on  farms  was  estimated  at  745,073  pounds,  and  the  cheese  made  on  farms  at 
1,830  pounds. 

There  were  16  creameries  when  the  census  of  1905  was  taken.  The  cows 
owned  by  the  patrons  numbered  9,756.  The  amount  of  butter  produced 
during  the  year  was  1,413,414  pounds,  valued  at  $278,366.  A  single  creamery, 
that  of  the  Barron  Co-operative  Creamery  Co.,  has  each  year  since  1917  made 
more  pounds  of  butter  than  the  entire  output  of  all  the  sixteen  creameries  in 
1906.  The  same  year,  1905,  there  were  seven  cheese  factories  producing  343,- 
691  pounds  of  cheese. 
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By  1909,  the  creameries  and  cheese  factories  were  already  giving  indica¬ 
tions  of  the  wonderful  success  which  was  to  be  theirs  in  the  next  decade.  The 
official  report  made  to  the  Secretary  of  State  on  August  12,  of  that  year,  showed 
16  creameries  and  10  cheese  factories. 

The  15  creameries  were  as  follows:  Arland  Creamery,  Arland  Township; 
Barron  Co-operative  Creamery,  Barron  City;  Bear  Lake  Creamery,  Oak  Grove 
Township;  Barronett  Creamery,  Barronett  Village;  Brill  Creamery,  Brill  Vil¬ 
lage;  Cameron  Creamery,  Cameron  Village;  Chetek  Creamery,  Chetek  City; 
Comstock  Co-operative  Creamery,  Comstock  Village;  Cumberland  Creamery, 
Cumberland  Township ;  Hillsdale  Creamery,  Maple  Grove  Township ;  Moose  Ear 
Creamery,  Chetek  Township;  Rice  Lake  Creamery,  Rice  Lake  City;  Spring  Hill 
Creamery,  Dovre  Township;  Turtle  Lake  Creamery,  Turtle  Lake  Village; 
Almena  Creamery,  Almena  Village. 

The  ten  cheese  factories  were  as  follows:  Campia  Butter  &  Cheese  Co., 
Doyle  Township;  Crystal  Cheese  &  Butter  Association,  Cedar  Lake  Township; 
Crescent  Cheese  Factory,  Turtle  Lake  Township ;  Pioneer  Cheese  Factory,  Tur¬ 
tle  Lake  Township;  Maple  Leaf  Cheese  Factory,  Turtle  Lake  Township;  Star 
Cheese  Factory,  Cumberland  Township;  Bestlerton  Cheese  Co.,  Cumberland 
Township;  Fairdale  Cheese  Factory,  Dovre  Township;  Good  Hope  Cheese  Fac¬ 
tory,  Bear  Lake  Township;  Bear  Lake  Cheese  Factory,  Bear  Lake  Township. 

In  1916,  Barron  County  factories  produced  1,078,621  pounds  of  cheese 
valued  at  $151,114.39.  In  1919  they  produced  5,321,323  pounds  of  cheese 
valued  at  $1,388,440.67.  In  1915,  Barron  County  creameries  produced  4,798,096 
pounds  of  butter  valued  at  $1,324,603.32.  In  1919  they  produced  5,481,612 
pounds  of  butter  valued  at  $2,190,472.42.  The  total  amount  received  for  butter 
and  cheese  sold  by  the  factories  of  Barron  County  in  1919  amounted  to 
$3,578,913.09. 

In  1920  there  were  44  cheese  factories  in  the  county  and  19  creameries. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  cheese  factories  in  Barron  County  on  April  1, 
1920;  the  name  of  the  factory  being  given  first,  the  mail  address  second,  and 
the  owner  third.  The  initials  indicate  the  style  of  cheese  manufactured,  A 
standing  for  American,  B  for  Brick,  S  for  Swiss  and  L  for  Limburger:  Almena, 
Almena,  B,  Almena  Cry.;  Northwestern,  B,  Almena,  Henry  Bolliger;  Midway, 
B,  Almena,  R.  No.  1,  Midway  Co-op.  Ch.  Fcty.;  Arland,  A  &  B,  Arland,  H.  S.  Ben¬ 
nett,  Clayton,  R.  No.  2;  Angus,  A,  Angus,  Angus  Farm  Prod.  Ass’n;  Clover- 
dale,  A,  Barron,  R.  No.  2,  William  Blazel;  Cameron  Ass’n,  A,  Cameron,  C.  A. 
Carlson  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill. ;  Canton,  A,  Canton,  Fred  M.  Lepley ;  Moose  Ear,  A  & 
B,  Chetek,  Herman  J.  Engelhardt;  Ideal,  A,  Chetek,  R.  No.  4,  Ideal  Ch.  &  Dy. 
Fcty.;  Oakland,  B,  Chetek,  Walter  Zbinden;  Maple  Leaf,  B,  Clayton,  R.  No.  2, 
Christ  Bigler;  Sunny  Side,  B,  Clayton,  Charles  W.  Pahlow;  Crescent,  B,  Clay¬ 
ton,  R.  No.  2,  Peter  Thill;  Weiss,  A,  Clayton,  Fred  Weiss,  Jr.,  and  Fred  Weiss, 
Sr.;  Advance,  B,  Clayton,  John  Weiss;  Bestlerton,  A,  Cumberland,  Bestlerton 
Co-op.  Bt.  &  Ch.  Co.;  Cumberland,  A,  B,  &  L,  Cumberland,  Curt  &  Swingham- 
mer;  Silver  Lake,  A,  Cumberland,  Silver  Lake  Ch.  Co.;  Stanfold,  A  &  B,  Cumber¬ 
land,  Stanfold  Ch.  Co.;  Star,  A,  Cumberland,  Star  Cheese  Co.;  Bear  Lake,  B, 
Haugen,  Ernest  G.  Gross ;  Devil’s  Lake,  B,  Haugen,  Ernest  G.  Gross ;  Hillsdale, 
A,  Hillsdale,  Hillsdale  Ch.  Co.;  Poskin,  A,  Poskin,  Poskin  Dy.  Prod.  Co.;  Herr- 
man,  S  &  B,  Prairie  Farm,  Robert  Herrman,  Dallas,  Wis.;  Independent,  B, 
Prairie  Farm,  Emil  Muehlhausen ;  Pine  Grove,  B,  Prairie  Farm,  Jacob  Rothen- 
buehler;  Long  Lake  Road,  A,  B,  S  &  L,  Rice  Lake,  R.  No.  3,  Badertscher  Bros.; 
Oak  Grove,  B,  Rice  Lake,  R.  No.  3,  Badertscher  Bros. ;  Dobie,  S  &  B,  Rice  Lake, 
R.  No.  3,  John  Badertscher;  Red  Cedar,  A  &  B,  Rice  Lake,  R.  No.  3,  Fred  Baum- 
berger  and  J.  J.  Wampfler;  Campia,  B  &  A,  Rice  Lake,  Campia  Ch.  Co.;  Central, 

A,  Rice  Lake,  R.  No.  1,  Central  Ch.  &  B.  Ass’n;  Good  Hope,  A,  Rice  Lake,  R.  No. 
2,  Good  Hope  Ch.  Co.;  Lakeview,  A,  Rice  Lake,  John  P.  Klossner;  Clover  Leaf, 

B,  Rice  Lake,  Jacob  Mueller;  Swiss  Home  and  Lakeside,  A  &  B,  Rice  Lake,  R. 
No.  6,  Jacob  Mueller;  Rice  Lake,  A  &  B,  Rice  Lake,  R.  No.  6,  Fred  Schneeberger ; 
Tuscobia,  S  &  B,  Rice  Lake,  R.  No.  6,  Gottlieb  Zulliger;  Pioneer,  B,  Turtle  Lake, 
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R.  Noj  2i  Henry  Feller;  Twin  Town,  By  Turtle  Lake,  R.  No.  2,  Twin  Town  Co-op. 
Ch.  Co.;  White  Clover,  B,  Turtle  Lake,  R.  No.  2,  White  Clover  Ch.  F.  Ass'n ; 
making  a  total  of  44  cheese  factories. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  creameries  in  Barron  County  on  April  1*  1920, 
the  name  of  the  creamery  being  given  first;  the  mail  address,  second;  and  the 
operator,  third:  Arland,  Arland,  C.  J.  Benson,  Clayton,  R.  No.  2;  Barron,  Bar¬ 
ron,  Barron  Co-op.  Cry.  Co.;  Barronett,  Barronett,  Barronett  Co-op.  Cry,  Ass’n; 
Brill,  Brill,  Brill  Cry.  Co.;  Cameron,  Cameron,  Eau  Claire  Cry.  Co.,  Eau  Claire; 
Chetek,  Chetek,  Chetek  Co-op.  Cry.  Co.;  Chetek,  Chetek,  Eau  Claire 
Cry.  Co.;  Spring  Hill,  Chetek,  R.  F.  D.;  Spring  Hill  Cry.;  Crescent,  Clayton, 
Peter  Thill;  Comstock,  Comstock,  Comstock  Co-op.  Co.;  Cumberland,  Cumber¬ 
land,  Curt  &  Swinghamer;  Silver  Lake,  Cumberland,  Silver  Lake  Ch.  Co.;  Dal¬ 
las,  Dallas,  Dallas  Cry.  Co.;  Prairie  Farm,  Prairie  Farm,  Prairie  Farm  Cry. 
Co.;  Reeve,  Reeve,  The  Farmers’  Cry.  Co.,  Clear  Lake;  Campia,  Rice  Lake,  R. 
No.  1.  Campia  Btr.  &  Ch.  Co.;  Central,  Rice  Lake,  R.  No.  1,  Central  Ch.  &  Btr. 
Assn;  Rice  Lake,  Rice  Lake,  Conrad  Gerland;  Turtle  Lake,  Turtle  Lake.  Tur¬ 
tle  Lake  Co-op.  Cry.  Ass’n;  making  a  total  of  19  creameries  in  Barron  County. 

The  annual  report  of  the  assessor  of  incomes  for  1921,  showed  14,182 
horses,  mules  and  asses;  63,180  neat  cattle;  8,767  sheep,  and  8,917  swine.  A 
mark  of  modern  progress  is  shown  in  the  fact  that  4,269  automobiles  are  owned 
here. 

Among  the  forces  operating  to  bring  about  the  rapid  agricultural  develop¬ 
ment  of  Barron  County  during  the  quarter  of  a  century  just  elapsed,  probably 
none  has  been  more  important  than  the  Bdrron  creamery.  Not  only  has  this 
institution  served  directly  an  extensive  tract  of  farming  territory  in  the  cen¬ 
ter  of  the  coufity,  but  in  a  very  large  measure  the  dairy  industry  of  the  entire 
county  is  an  outgrowth  of  its  successful  operation.  In  the  beginning,  pioneer 
work  had  to  be  done.  It  was  necessary  to  demonstrate  that  butter  could  be 
made  at  a  profit  in  this  northern  county  of  long,  cold  winters.  This  was  ac¬ 
complished.  Then  came  the  move  for  more  cows,  and  later  the  demand  for 
better  cows.  A  logical  result  of  the  effort  to  increase  the  output  of  the  indi¬ 
vidual  cow  was  the  introduction  of  special  dairy  strains  of  cattle,  Guernseys, 
Holsteins  and  Jerseys. 

In  due  time  the  settlers  in  other  parts  >of  the  county  learned  of  the  suc¬ 
cess  of  the  Barron  Creamery  and  started  creameries  or  cheese  factories  in  other 
localities,  thus  extending  to  all  parts  of  the  county  its  leading  agricultural 
industry.  The  story  of  many  of  these  establishments,  some  of  which  even  ante¬ 
dated  the  Barron  efforts  is  told  elsewhere  in  this  book,  in  connection  with  the 
various  cities  and  villages. 

A  history  of  the  Barron  Creamery  as  it  is  at  the  present  time  would  not 
be  complete  without  some  account  of  earlier  efforts  looking  to  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  such  a  plant.  While  those  efforts  were  not  crowned  with  any  consider¬ 
able  financial  success  they  doubtless  had  great  influence  in  calling  attention  to 
the  possibilities  of  such  an  enterprise.  There  were  those  who  early  in  the  nine¬ 
ties  saw  the  possibilities  for  the  dairy  industry.  Some  of  these  were  willing  to 
back  their  belief  with  their  money,  and  began  agitating  the  proposition  of  start¬ 
ing  a  creamery  at  Barron.  After  canvassing  the  matter  carefully,  articles  of 
organization  were  drawn  up  and  circulated  for  signatures. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  signers  of  the  articles  of  organization  of  the  Bar¬ 
ron  Creamery  Company  was  held  at  the  Normanna  Savings  Bank  in  the  City 
of  Barron  on  the  second  day  of  March,  1898.  At  this  meeting  the  five  incor¬ 
porators,  C.  S.  Taylor,  C.  C.  Coe,  John  Post,  N.  M.  Rockman  and  F.  W.  Timms, 
elected  C.  S.  Taylor  as  chairman  of  the  company,  and  C.  C.  Coe,  secretary. 
Books  were  opened  for  subscriptions  to  the  capital  stock.  In  a  short  time 
$2,350  worth  of  stock  was  subscribed.  This  amount  was  later  increased  to 
$2,650.  Those  who  took  this  stock  were:  C.  S.  Taylor,  John  Post,  F.  W.  Timms. 
J.  W.  Taylor,  C.  P.  Taylor,  N.  M.  Rockman,  Bank  of  Barron,  J.  P.  Kohl, Robert 
Holliday,  E.  N.  Stebbins,  W.  B.  Crawford,  T.  W.  Borum,  DeWitt  Post,  Leo 
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Stroebel,  W.  O.  Hood,  Geo.  Post,  \V.  F.  Horstmann,  W.  A.  Kent,  Noah  Augst, 
Clarence  C.  Coe,  F.  B.  Kinsley,  W.  F.  Grover,  J.  J.  Smith,  Wi  H.  Brandt,  Wm. 
Kolb,  L.  O.  Wold,  John  C.  Aune,  Christ  Wagenbach. 

Permanent  organization  was  completed  March  26,  1895,  by  the  election  of 
directors  as  follows:  C.  S.  Taylor,  C.  C.  Coe,  John  Post,  N.  M.  Rockman  and 
F.  W.  Timms.  On  the  eleventh  day  of  April  following,  these  directors  were 
named  as  the  officers  of  the  concern:  C.  S.  Taylor,  president;  John  Post,  vice- 
president;  N.  M.  Rockman,  treasurer;  W.  B.  Crawford,  secretary. 

A  site,  located  at  the  corner  of  Monroe  and  Fifth  Street,  was  leased  from 
John  Quaderer  and  a  creamery  erected  thereon.  The  manufacture  of  butter 
was  commenced  on  July  10,  1895.  The  plant  was  operated  from  this  date  until 
September  28.  During  these  few  weeks,  3,844  pounds  of  butter  were  made. 
This  brought  the  company  $682.92,  of  which  the  patrons  received  $498.10.  The 
plant  was  operated  from  May  4  to  October  14  in  the  summer  of  1896,  and  15,- 
279  pounds  of  butter  were  made.  This  brought  the  company  $2,292.07,  of 
which  amount  the  patrons  were  paid  $1,496.45.  The  next  summer,  that  of  1897, 
the  factory  run  from  May  3  to  November  17,  and  made  15,279  pounds  of  but¬ 
ter.  It  also  purchased  butter  from  the  Prairie  Farm  Creamery  Company  to  the 
amount  of  $444.00.  For  butter  bought  and  manufactured  the  sum  of  $2,954.90 
was  received,  and  the  patrons -were  paid  $1,762.05  for  butter.  During  the  sum¬ 
mer  of  1898  the  plant  was  operated  from  April  10  to  October  10.  The  amount 
of  butter  made  was  8,827  pounds,  and  $73.81  was  paid  to  the  Prairie  Farm 
Creamery  Company  for  butter.  The  total  amount  received  for  butter  was  $1,- 
480.61  and  the  patrons  were  paid  $1,041.25  for  butter  fat 

During -these  four  seasons  the  stockholders’  meetings  were  held  in  John 
Post’s  hardware  store  and  the  directors’  meetings  were  held  at  the  Normanna 
Savings  Bank.  A  portion  of  the  closing  paragraph  of  the  first  annual  report 
to  stockholders  is  quoted  below.  The  bit  of  prophecy  contained  in  it  seems 
especially  significant  in  the  light  of  the  records  made  by  the  creamery  as  we 
know  it  today:  “We  feel  like  saying  in  conclusion  that  the  future  prospects  of 
thS  creamery  are  good;  that  we  expect  a  much  increased  patronage  the  coming 
year;  and  that  the  business  will  increase  from  year  to  year  until  it  shall  be¬ 
come  of  great  importance  to  our  city  and  the  surrounding  community.” 

The  directors  and  officers  and  their  respective  terms  of  service  are  as 
follows:  C.  S.  Taylor  served  as  director  from  the  time  of  organization  until 
April  7,  1899.  John  Post  was  One  of  the  directors  chosen  at  the  time  of  or¬ 
ganization  and  continued  as  such  until  April  13,  1899.  N.  M.  Rockman  served 
from  the  date  of  organization  until  April  13,  1899,  as  one  of  the  directors. 
C.  C.  Coe  acted  as  a  director  from  March  25,  1896,  until  January  18,  1897. 
F.  W.  Timms  was  one  of  the  first  directors  and  served  until  January  17,  1898. 
J.  W.  Taylor  served  as  director  from  January  17,  1898,  until  April  7,  1899,  and 
W.  B.  Crawford  served  as  director'  from  January  17,  1898,  until  April  13, 
1899. 

The  officers  elected  at  the  time  of  organization,  with  one  exception,  served 
until  April,  1899,  when  the  concern  passed  to  a  different  management:  C.  S. 
Taylor,  president;  John  Post,  vice-president;  N.  M.  Rockman,  treasurer;  and 
W.  B.  Crawford,  secretary.  F.  B.  Kinsley  served  as  secretary  during  the 
year  1897. 

In  the  spring  of  1899,  N.  M.  Rockman,  a  stockholder,  director  and  treasurer 
of  the  company,  made  an  offer  to  the  other  stockholders,  looking  to  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  their  stock.  His  offer  was  accepted  and  on  April  13,  1899,  the  con¬ 
cern  passed  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Rockman,  who  assumed  full  control  and  man¬ 
agement.  It  remained  in  his  hands  through  three  seasons.  During  two  of  these 
it  was  operated,  lying  idle  one  season. 

During  the  years  that  had  elapsed  since  the  organization  of  the  company, 
many  new  farms  had  been  opened  up  by  men  from  older  parts  of  the  state. 
Some  of  these  men  came  from  vicinities  where  dairying  was  becoming  a  profit¬ 
able  feature  of  rural  enterprise.  Several  of  these  men  believed  that  the  time 
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was  ripe  for  co-operative  effort  for  the  promotion  of  the  dairy  interests  of  Bar¬ 
ron  County.  To  put  this  belief  into  operation,  new  articles  of  incorporation 
were  signed  on  December  21,  1901,  by  E.  C.  Joyce,  William  Cuthbert,  F.  A. 
Hulbert,  Charles  Post,  W.  L.  Brown,  J.  E.  Bowen,  and  F.  J.  Wichern,  and  books 
opened  for  subscriptions  to  the  capital  stock  of  the  concern. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  stockholders  held  on  January  18,  1902,  permanent 
organization,  under  the  name  of  Barron  Co-operative  Creamery  Company,  was 
effected  by  the  election  of  the  following  officers  and  directors:  J.  E.  Bowen, 
president;  William  Bartlett,  vice-president;  W.  L.  Brown,  secretary;  George 
Brown,  treasurer.  Directors,  J.  P.  Crawley,  E.  E.  Joyce,  J.  E.  DeWolf,  Paul 
Paulsen,  and  F.  J.  Wichern.  On  February  25,  1902,  the  new  organization  pur¬ 
chased  the  old  creamery  plant  from  N.  M.  Rockman,  and,  on  March  17,  did  its 
first  churning,  making  two  sixty-pound  tubs  of  butter,  which  was  sold  to  Gam- 
ble-Robinson  Company  of  Minneapolis.  One  month  later,  April  17,  a  shipment 
of  600  pounds  of  butter  was  made  to  Gleason  &  Lansing,  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  This 
shipment  was  the  entire  output  of  the  plant  for  a  week.  The  total  made 
for  this  first  year,  1902,  was  70,416  pounds,  for  which  $14,953.55  was  received. 
From  that  time  to  the  present,  1922,  the  concern  has  made  a  steady  and  con¬ 
sistent  growth.  During  the  twenty  years,  18,954,154  pounds  of  butter  have  been 
made.  This  yielded  $6,976,639.61.  Of  this  amount,  $504,370.50  has  been  paid 
for  plant  and  cost  of  operation,  the  remainder,  $6,472,269.11,  has  gone  to  the 
patrons  for  butter  fat. 

Already,  by  the  summer  of  1906,  the  creamery  quarters  were  becoming 
seriously  crowded  and  in  June  of  that  year  the  officers  and  directors  took  pre¬ 
liminary  steps,  looking  to  an  enlarged  plant,  that  should  be  equipped  with  up- 
to-date  machinery.  The  old  building  must  either  be  considerably  enlarged  and 
remodeled  or  replaced  by  a  new  one.  After  careful  consideration  of  the  matter 
it  was  decided  to  recommend  a  new  building.  To  that  end  a  resolution,  authoriz¬ 
ing  the  board  of  directors  to  borrow  the  necessary  funds  and  proceed  at  once 
with  the  erection  of  a  new  building,  was  adopted  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
stockholders,  February  9,  1907.  In  accordance  with  this  resolution  a  modern 
brick  structure,  thought  to  be  large  enough  for  all  time,  was  erected  in  the 
late  summer  of  1907.  The  building  was  accepted  by  the  directors  November  2, 
1907.  The  officers  and  directors  who  had  charge  of  the  construction  of  the  new 
building  were:  J.  E.  Bowen,  J.  H.  Johnson,  W.  L.  Brown,  E.  J.  McKinny,  J.  F. 
Wichern,  W.  H.  Sullivan,  C.  J.  Tholander,  A.  W.  Arndt,  and  L.  S.  Cheney.  At 
this  time  the  beginning  was  made  in  substituting  modern  creamery  appliances 
for  the  old-fashioned  equipment  then  in  use.  The  first  combined  churn  and 
worker  having  been  authorized  October  15,  1906.  Extensive  additions  to  the 
building  were  constructed  in  1913,  1914  and  1917,  and  in  February,  1922,  an¬ 
other  large  addition  was  provided  for  by  the  stockholders. 

The  articles  of  incorporation  were  amended  in  1906,  increasing  the  capital 
stock  from  $3,000  to  $5,000,  and  within  a  year  the  extra  $2,000  was  taken  by  two 
hundred  purchasers  at  one  share  each.  At  first  the  creamery  charged  non¬ 
stockholding  patrons  one  cent  a  pound  for  manufacturing  and  marketing  their 
butter,  but  in  a  few  years  the  regulations  were  changed  and  the  butter  for  this 
class  of  patrons  handled  without  extra  charge,  the  increased  output  thus  se¬ 
cured  being  deemed  sufficient  return  to  the  company  for  the  extra  work. 

In  1918  provision  was  made  for  the  manufacture  of  buttermilk  meal,  and 
during  the  three  years  that  have  followed,  the  amounts  given  below  have  been 
received  for  this  product:  1919,  $6,956.59;  1920,  $7,182.48;  1921,  $6,977.20, 
with  a  considerable  part  of  this  last  year’s  output  still  unsold. 

Perhaps  there  is  no  better  way  and  certainly  no  more  concise  way,  of 
showing  the  continued  growth  and  sound  material  condition  of  the  creamery 
than  the  inclusion  here  of  the  figures  compiled  for  the  anAual  report  of  the 
stockholders : 

In  1902,  made  70,416  pounds  butter,  received  $14,953.55,  paid  to  patrons, 
$13,383.90. 
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In  1903,  made  166,081  pounds  butter,  received  $34,193.79,  paid  to  patrons, 
$30,938.26. 

In  1904,  made  320,149  pounds  butter,  received  $62,807.52,  paid  to  patrons, 
$54,511.10. 

In  1905,  made  609,926  pounds  butter,  received  $109,649.86,  paid  to  patrons, 
$97,656.41. 

In  1906,  made  668,256  pounds  butter,  received  $148,880.83,  paid  to  patrons, 
$134,435.64. 

In  1907,  made  679,448  pounds  butter,  received  $174,070.87,  paid  to  patrons, 
$157,617.89. 

In  1908,  made  642,697  pounds  butter,  received  $157,240.09,  paid  to  patrons, 
$140,506.60. 

In  1909,  made  637,610  pounds  butter,  received  $173,266.77,  paid  to  patrons, 
$158,182.01. 

In  1910,  made  634,238  pounds  butter,  received  $177,485.35,  paid  to  patrons, 
$163,491.92. 

In  1911,  made  665,348  pounds  butter,  received  $167,943.41,  paid  to  patrons, 
$162,962.73. 

In  1912,  made  666,556  pounds  butter,  received  $229,832.60,  paid  to  patrons, 
$212,  288.30. 

In  1913  made  993,069  pounds  butter,  received  $282,943.02,  paid  to  patrons, 
$260,244.06. 

In  1914,  made  1,112,380  pounds  butter,  received  $318,755.52,  paid  to  patrons, 
$295,031.30. 

In  1915,  made  1,319,200  pounds  butter,  received  $364,203.70,  paid  to  patrons, 
$334,601.32. 

In  1916,  made  1,398,820  pounds  butter,  received  $445,180.13,  paid  to  patrons, 
$417,447.11. 

In  1917,  made  1,361,786  pounds  butter,  received  $652,477.19,  paid  to  patrons, 
$524,472.78. 

In  1918,  made  1,501,154  pounds  butter,  received  $718,238.20,  paid  to  patrons, 
$673,708.68. 

In  1919,  made  1,623,562  pounds  butter,  received  $930,834.27,  paid  to  patrons, 
$885,750.28. 

In  1920,  made  1,805,694  pounds  butter,  received  $1,044,617.14,  paid  to  pa¬ 
trons,  $977,550.66. 

In  1921,  made  2,187,765  pounds  butter,  received  $869,075.80,  paid  to  patrons, 
$787,639.26. 

J.  E.  Bowen  was  the  first  president  and  manager,  serving  from  1902  to 
1909.  At  that  time  the  offices  of  manager  and  treasurer  were  combined  and 
Mr.  Bowen  was  elected  to  this  dual  office,  serving  one  year.  A.  W.  Arndt 
was  elected  president  in  February,  1909,  having  served  as  a  director  from  1904 
up  to  this  time.  In  February,  1910,  E.  J.  McKinny  was  elected  president  and 
has  served  continuously  up  to  this  time.  At  the  same  time,  A.  W.  Arndt  was 
made  manager-treasurer  and  is  still  serving  in  this  capacity. 

William  Bartlett  was  the  first  vice-president  and  served  from  1902  to  1906. 
J.  H.  Johnson  was  elected  in  1906  and  served  until  1909.  Mr.  Johnson  was 
elected  on  the  board  of  directors  in  1911  and  served  until  1918.  William  Bart¬ 
lett  was  vice-president  from  February,  1909,  to  February,  1910.  In  1910,  J.  F. 
Wichern  was  elected  vice-president  and  served  until  February,  1914.  Mr. 
Wichern  also  served  on  the  board  of  directors  from  1902  to  1909.  Again  in 
1914,  William  Bartlett  was  elected  vice-president,  and  served  until  February, 
1918.  In  1918  he  served  on  the  board  of  directors.  W.  H.  Sullivan  was  elected 
vice-president  in  1918  and  served  two  years.  Mr.  Sullivan  served  on  the  board 
of  directors  from  1906  to  February,  1911.  F.  J.  Krahenbuhl  was  elected  vice- 
president  in  1920  and  is  still  holding  this  office.  He  also  served  as  a  director, 
1903  to  1906. 
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W.  L.  Brown  was  the  first  secretary  and  served  from  1902  to  1913,  when 
he  was  succeeded  by  J.  A.  Nelson,  who  has  continued  in  this  position  up  to  this 
time.  Mr.  Nelson  also  served  as  a  director  in  1909. 

George  Brown  was  the  first  treasurer,  elected  in  1902,  and  served  one  year. 
He  was  succeeded  by  William  Cuthbert,  who  served  until  1906.  L.  S.  Cheney 
served  as  treasurer  for  one  year,  and  was  a  director  from  February,  1907,  to 
1908.  E.  J.  McKinny  was  elected  treasurer  in  1907  and  served  until  1909,  when 
the  office  of  manager  and  treasurer  was  combined.  Mr.  McKinny  served  as  a 
director  in  1909. 

Other  directors  have  been:  E.  E.  Joyce,  1902-03;  J.  E.  DeWolfe,  1902;  Paul 
Paulson,  1902-03;  C.  B.  Larson,  1903;  N.  P.  Olson,  1904-05;  Wellington  White- 
ford,  1904-05;  C.  J.  Tholander,  1906  to  March  15,  1909,  when  he  resigned. 
Oscar  Halvorson  was  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy  and  served  until  Feb.  11, 
1911;  Louis  Voll,  1906;  William  Bartlett,  1909;  Albert  Brendon,  1910;  Simon 
Erickson,  1910;  Nick  Feidt,  1911-16;  Charley  Place,  1911-13;  Martin  Nagenback, 
1911-17;  G.  J.  Gleiter,  1911,  still  serving;  William  Halvorson,  1913-18;  Charles 
C.  Dickson,  1916,  and  still  serving;  H.  Heinz  was  elected  in  1917,  but  did  not 
serve,  and  A.  J.  Dragseth  was  appointed  in  his  place  and  is  still  serving;  Mark 
Worman,  1918,  still  serving;  C.  O.  Heldstab,  1919,  still  serving. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  narrative  that  during  the  last  twenty 
years,  the  creamery  has  made  a  steady  and,  at  times,  a  remarkable  growth,  as 
it  has  furnished  the  basis  for  much  agricultural  progress,  just  so  has  it  prof¬ 
ited  by  advancement  along  other  lines.  In  conclusion,  it  may  be  safely  said 
that  the  growth  and  development  of  the  institution  furnishes  an  accurate  index 
for  the  general  agricultural  development  of  Barron  County. 

In  a  short  time  after  the  reorganization  of  the  Barron  Creamery  it  became 
evident  to  everybody  that  dairying  could  be  made  a  very  profitable  and  perma¬ 
nent  feature  in  the  agricultural  activity  of  Barron  County.  Those  engaged  in 
dairying  began  to  look  into  the  producing  capacity  of  each  cow,  with  a  result 
that  here  and  there  a  low  producing  individual  was  dropped.  From  this  prac¬ 
tice  a  logical  step  was  the  introduction  of  dairy  strains  of  cattle  into  the 
herds.  It  was  an  easy  step  from  this  to  the  thought  of  co-operative  breeding 
of  one  or  more  of  the  standard  kinds  of  dairy  cattle  on  a  sufficiently  large 
scale  to  produce  good  dairy  stock  to  export  as  well  as  for  local  use.  This  idea 
grew  until  it  seemed  the  time  had  arrived  for  organized  effort. 

A  mass  meeting  of  all  dairy  men  and  others  interested  in  the  betterment 
of  dairy  conditions  was  held  in  Nelson’s  Hall,  in  the  City  of  Barron,  January 
15,  1907,  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  an  association  of  dairy  men  who  would 
pledge  themselves  to  raise  one,  and  one  only,  of  the  standard  dairy  breeds. 
Holstein,  Guernsey  or  Jersey.  A  large  attendance  was  present;  all  parts  of  the 
county  being  represented.  A  vote  was  taken  to  try  to  decide  which  breed  should 
be  selected.  This  resulted  in  a  considerable  majority  for  the  Holstein.  The 
Guernseys  also  had  a  good  showing  of  strong  adherents,  which  included  some 
of  the  leading  dairymen  of  the  county.  The  Jerseys  also  had  several  strong 
supporters. 

The  immediate  result  of  the  mass  meeting  was  the  temporary  organization 
of  the  Barron  County  Holstein  Breeders’  Association,  followed  within  a  few 
weeks  by  the  formation  of  similar  organizations  of  breeders  of  Guernseys  and 
Jerseys. 

The  temporary  organization  of  the  Barron  County  Holstein  Breeders’  Asso¬ 
ciation  was  effected  January  15,  1907,  by  the  election  of  W.  F.  Krippner  tem¬ 
porary  president,  F.  J.  Krahenbuhl  secretary,  and  D.  Rollin  Kline  treasurer. 
Permanent  organization  was  completed  January  26,  1997,  by  making  temporary 
organization  permanent,  adopting  a  constitution  and  by-laws  and  the  election 
of  S.  Pribble  vice-president  at  large.  At  the  same  time  vice-presidents  were 
provided  for  from  each  township  in  the  county  represented  in  the  organiza¬ 
tion. 
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This  organization  continued  until  January,  1921,  when  the  plan  waa 
changed,  providing  for  ten  Holstein  Clubs  throughout  the  county,  each  with  a 
president  and  secretary.  The  Club  officers  together  constitute  the  county  or- 
ganization  and  a  president,  vice-president,  secretary  and  treasurer  are  elected 
from  this  number.  Up  to  this  time  the  officers  of  the  association  have  been: 

President:  W.  F.  Krippner,  1907-12;  Louis  Voll,  1913-14;  Ellsworth  Mc- 
Kinny,  1916-21. 

Vice-President.  S.  Pribble,  1907;  W.  R.  Hotchkiss,  1908;  Fred  Hoxie,  1909, 
and  again  in  1916;  F.  H.  Burdick,  1910;  F.  J.  Krahenbuhl,  1911,  and  again  in 
1920;  Louis  Voll,  1912;  W.  S.  Carpenter,  1913-16;  W.  R.  Cuthbert,  1917;  Dr. 
Sherbon,  1918;  August  Roberg,  1919. 

Secretary:  F.  J.  Krahenbuhl,  1907-8;  Charles  Stair,  1909,  to  October,  1916, 
when  he  resigned  and  M.  M.  Matthys  served  until  1916;  Fred  W.  Hoxie,  1917- 
19;  Karl  T.  Hazelberg,  1920. 

Treasurer:  D.  Rollin  Kline,  1907-9;  G.  J.  Gleiter,  1910-11;  Frank  Barf- 
knecht,  1912-20. 

At  the  fourteenth  annual  meeting  held  February  26,  1921,  the  new  organ¬ 
ization  was  perfected  and  the  following  officers  elected:  E.  McKinny  was 
elected  president,  Karl  T.  Hazelberg  vice-president,  William  Meisegeier  secre¬ 
tary  and  A.  L.  Morken  treasurer.  At  this  time  the  date  for  holding  the  annual 
meeting  was  changed  from  the  winter  months  to  June.  At  the  June,  1921, 
meeting  the  same  officers  were  re-elected,  except  that  N.  P.  Becker  was  elected 
vice-president  instead  of  Karl  T.  Hazelberg.  We  find  from  the  record  that  the 
association  consider  this  their  fifteenth  annual  meeting. 

The  ten  Clubs,  composing  the  county  organization,  has  260  or  300  mem¬ 
bers.  The  Clubs  are  located  at  Almena,  Barron,  Brill,  Cameron,  Chetek,  Cum¬ 
berland,  Dallas,  Rice  Lake  and  Reeve. 

Several  men  who  had  already  made  considerable  progress  in  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  Guernsey  herds,  feeling  that  they  could  not  throw  away  practically 
all  that  they  had  accomplished,  met  Feb.  3,  1907,  pursuant  to  a  call  signed  by 
Wm.  Bartlett,  J.  F.  Wickern,  P.  B.  Matthys,  Archie  Nelson,  C.  J.  Cowles,  Jacob 
Kohten,  C.  J.  Orn,  M.  T.  Spencer,  W.  L.  Brown,  H.  G.  Ellsworth,  W.  H.  Sulli¬ 
van  and  Roy  Cuthburt. 

H.  G.  Ellsworth  acted  as  temporary  chairman  and  N.  S.  Gordon  as  tem¬ 
porary  secretary.  After  an  address  by  A.  J.  Philips,  West  Salem,  Wis.,  a  con¬ 
stitution  was  adopted  and  officers  were  elected. 

The  officers  of  the  association  down  to  the  time  of  re-organization  in  1921 
were:  H.  G.  Ellsworth  was  elected  president  at  the  time  of  organization  and 
served  until  1909.  William  Bartlett  was  president  in  1909,  again  from  1916  to 
1919,  and  again  in  1921,  up  to  the  time  of  reorganization.  He  served  as  first 
vice-president  during  1907  and  1908;  and  as  secretary  during  1910  to  1914. 
J.  E.  Bowen  was  the  third  president,  serving  through  the  years  1910  to  1913, 
inclusive.  Mr.  Bowen  also  served  as  treasurer  from  the  time  of  organization 
to  1909.  In  1914  William  Halvorson  was  president,  having  served  as  first  vice- 
president  the  preceding  year.  He  again  served  as  first  vice-president  during 
1916  to  1918.  F.  D.  Otis  was  president  in  1920,  serving  the  following  year  as 
secretary.  Jacob  Kohten  was  the  first  secretary.  He  served  through  the  years 
1907  to  1909.  In  1916,  A.  E.  Coe  was  secretary;  and  F.  W.  Meyer  served  in  this 
capacity  in  1916  to  1918.  During  1919-1920,  E.  F.  Jones  was  secretary.  J.  A. 
(Archie)  Nelson  was  treasurer  of  the  association  from  1910  to  1918,  inclusive. 
In  1919,  Mr.  Sexton  was  in  this  position,  and  during  the  next  two  years,  1920  to 
1921,  Walter  Matthys  held  the  place.  Others  who  served  as  either  first  or 
second  vice-president  are  C.  J.  Orn,  ten  years;  W.  H.  Sullivan,  five  years;  W.  L. 
Brown,  five  years ;  E.  A.  Thompson,  one  year ;  and  Albert  Halvorson,  two  years. 

In  1921  the  Guernsey  and  Holstein  Breeders’  Associations  reorganized  un¬ 
der  a  new  plan  and  new  constitutions  under  the  new  plan.  The  breeders  are 
grouped  in  township  organizations,  known  as  clubs,  with  presidents  and  sec¬ 
retaries.  The  officers  of  the  various  clubs  constituting  the  central,  or  county, 
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organization.  The  work  of  reorganization  was  so  far  completed  for  the  Guern¬ 
sey  people  that  on  Aug.  13,  1921,  the  central  organization  was  perfected  by  the 
election  of  the  following  named  officers:  William  Halvorson,  President;  Frank 
Huser,  Vice-President;  Frank  D.  Otis,  Secretary’  and  Albert  Dusel,  Treasurer. 

Seven  clubs  completed  their  organization  and  federated  into  the  Associa¬ 
tion.  Barron,  William  Bartlett,  president;  Frank  D.  Otis,  secretary;  Canton, 
Wm.  Halvorson,  president;  Daul  Shearer,  secretary;  Chetek,  Julius  Fostvedt, 
president;  Thom  Barker,  secretary;  Cumberland,  B.  F.  Buccholz,  president; 
W.  A.  Weilip,  secretary;  Comstock,  F.  E.  Huser,  president;  Albert  Dusel,  sec¬ 
retary;  Prairie  Farm,  Geo.  Pederson,  president;  Otto  Kahl,  secretary;  and  Tur¬ 
tle  Lake,  J.  J.  Golden,  president;  J.  R.  Young,  secretary. 

A  Jersey  Breeders’  Association  was  also  organized.  While  this  organiza¬ 
tion  has  never  had  as  many  members  as  either  of  the  others,  it  has  contained 
some  of  the  leading  dairymen  of  the  county.  The  Jersey  breeding  industry  cen¬ 
ters  in  Prairie  Farm  Township,  where  some  of  the  leading  breeders  are,  Frank 
N.  Roemhild,  John  Rassbach,  C.  Henry  Roemhild,  Otto  Kahl,  John  Sather,  Hans 
Auseng,  Schultheiss  Brothers,  Peter  Miller,  Leonard  Lindemer  and  John 
Kurschner.  W.  H.  Clark  and  W.  F.  Krippner  are  in  the  Rice  Lake  region.  The 
present  Jersey  Breeders’  Association  was  organized  in  1921.  Frank  N.  Roem¬ 
hild  is  the  president,  and  Otto  Kurschner  the  secretary  and  treasurer. 

In  closing  the  account  of  dairying  and  breeders’  associations  it  will  not 
be  amiss  to  mention  a  few  who  were  pioneers  in  the  introduction  of  high  bred 
dairy  cattle.  Among  the  Guernsey  fanciers,  John  E.  Bowen  should  be  men¬ 
tioned  as  one  of  the  first  to  bring  in  a  thoroughbred  sire  to  head  his  herd. 
Early  in  1907,  three  other  registered  sires  were  brought  into  the  neighborhood 
of  Barron.  These  were  purchased  by  William  Bartlett,  C.  J.  Orn  and  Jacob 
Kohten,  and  Dickson  Brothers.  In  October  of  the  same  year,  C.  J.  Orn  pur¬ 
chased  and  brought  to  Barron  the  first  registered  female  Guernsey  introduced 
into  the  county.  This  was  Tessie  of  Pinehurst,  purchased  from  Mrs.  E.  W. 
Strawbridge  of  Moorestown,  N.  J.  A  few  outstanding  herds  of  this  breed  are 
those  of  the  William  Bartlett  estate,  Barron ;  Frank  D.  Stout,  at  Mikana ;  Hal¬ 
vorson  Brothers,  at  Canton ;  F.  W.  Meyer,  of  Barron ;  and  C.  J.  Orn,  of  Barron. 
The  present  State  Champion  Guernsey  heifer  in  production,  Bessie  of  Orndale, 
was  bred  by  Mr.  Orn ;  and  sold  by  him  at  eighteen  months  of  age. 

Early  herds  of  grade  Holsteins  in  the  county  were  those  of  W.  H.  Bond  and 
D.  Rollin  Kline.  In  the  early  months  of  1907,  F.  J.  Krahenbuhl  and  G.  J. 
Gleiter  purchased  registered  sires  to  head  their  herds.  In  a  few  months  sev¬ 
eral  additional  registered  sires  were  brought  into  different  parts  of  the  county. 
Some  fine  herds  of  Holsteins  now  in  the  county  are  the  Knight  Meyer  herd  of 
New  Auburn;  the  F.  J.  Krahenbuhl  herd  of  Barron;  that  of  G.  J.  Gleiter  of 
Hillsdale;  the  John  Le  Jeune  herd  of  Bear  Lake,  and  the  C.  A.  Ness  &  Son  herd 
of  Cumberland. 

As  nearly  as  can  now  be  ascertained  the  first  pure-bred  dairy  cattle  to  be 
brought  into  Barron  County  were  Jerseys.  Several  were  in  the  vicinity  of 
Prairie  Farm,  which  is  now  the  Jersey  center  of  the  county. 

Charles  Taylor,  as  already  mentioned,  early  saw  the  dairy  possibilities  of 
the  county  and  took  an  active  interest  in  trying  to  get  the  industry  started. 
To  aid  in  this  work  he  bought  and  brought  to  Barron,  about  1895,  a  registered 
sire.  This  was  the  first  pure-bred  Jersey  sire  brought  into  the  county.  About 
the  same  time,  Mr.  Taylor  bought  several  young  Jersey  animals  which  later 
were  scattered  to  various  farmers  about  the  county.  For  many  years  the 
W.  H.  Clark  Jersey  herd  of  Rice  Lake  was  one  of  the  choice  Jersey  herds  of  the 
state.  This  herd  has  furnished  some  exceptionally  fine  individuals,  including 
one  or  two  state  champions.  Other  good  herds  now  around  in  the  county  are 
those  of  Frank  N.  Roemheld,  Henry  Roemheld  and  Mrs.  August  Miller. 

As  the  years  passed,  after  the  organization  of  the  Dairy  Breeders’  Asso¬ 
ciations,  the  herds  of  pure-bred  or  high-grade  cows  had  increased  in  numbers 
and  size  to  such  an  extent  that  some  organized  agency  for  the  disposal  of 
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surplus  stock  appeared  desirable.  Consequently,  members  of  the  different 
breeders’  associations  and  others  who  are  interested  conceived  the  plan  of  a 
“Sales  Association”  to  advertise  and  hold  public  auction  sales  of  high-grade 
and  pure-bred  animals  of  the  various  standard  dairy  breeds.  This  association 
decided  to  build  a  modern  sales  pavilion  at  Barron,  provided  with  ample  stab¬ 
ling  room  and  a  commodious  sales  room.  The  pavilion  was  completed  in  1921. 
Already  hundreds  of  pure-bred  and  high-grade  animals  have  been  handled  for 
individual  breeders  through  the  sales  association.  A  very  large  percentage  of 
these  were  pure-bred  animals  subject  to  registry.  The  public  sales  conducted 
by  this  association  have  attracted  buyers  from  distant  parts  of  the  country. 

There  are  Co-operative  Live  Stock  Shipping  Associations  at  Cameron,  Bar¬ 
ron,  Poskin,  Almena,  Turtle  Lake,  Hillsdale,  Dallas,  Ridgeland,  Cumberland, 
and  Comstock,  and  one  is  being  organized  at  Rice  Lake.  These  are  connected 
with  the  Central  Selling  Agency  of  South  St.  Paul.  There  is  an  Equity  Live 
Stock  Shipping  Association  at  Chetek,  which  ships  to  Milwaukee. 

In  the  effort  to  improve  the  dairy  cattle  of  the  county,  the  first  big  step 
was  the  use  of  pure-bred  sires  to  head  herds.  The  importance  of  this  was  made 
prominent  in  all  the  early  work  of  the  different  breeders’  associations  and  was 
urged  by  all  progressive  dairymen. 

The  three  men  who  have  served  the  county  as  Agricultural  Agent  have  all 
been  untiring  in  their  efforts  to  make  this  a  one  hundred  per  cent  county  of 
pure-bred  sires.  R.  L.  Cuff  made  a  special  compaign  for  this  purpose. 

However,  such  movements  have  to  come  slowly  if  the  result  is  to  be  perma¬ 
nent.  Dairymen  of  the  county  are  no  longer  content  with  simply  a  pure-bred 
animal.  They  want  to  know  about  his  particular  strain  of  breeding,  and  the 
records  of  his  ancestors.  In  short,  they  are  now  looking  for  the  best.  The 
last  ten  years  have  made  a  wonderful  change  in  the  number  of  such  animals 
and  on  the  farms  of  the  county.  Ten  years  ago  from  eight  to  ten  per  cent  of 
the  dairymen  owned  pure-bred  sires,  while  at  the  present  time  it  is  safe  to  say 
that  more  than  fifty  per  cent  of  the  cattle  breeders  of  the  county  own  pure-bred 
sires  and  an  additional  five  to  ten  per  cent  use  such.  The  goal  of  the  county 
is,  “Nothing  but  pure-bred  sires  used,”  and  it  bids  fair  to  be  reached  at  no 
distant  day. 

Under  the  terms  of  a  state  law  whenever  60  per  cent,  or  more  of  the  cattle 
owners  of  any  county  in  the  state  file  the  proper  petitions  with  the  state  depart¬ 
ment  of  agriculture  this  department  is  authorized  to  test  all  cattle  within  such 
county  for  tuberculosis  without  expense  to  the  owners.  Just  as  soon  as  it  be¬ 
came  known  to  cattle  owners  of  Barron  County  that  they  could  have  this  work 
done  for  them,  a  concerted  effort  was  made  to  have  such  a  test  made.  County 
Agent  R.  L.  Cuff  took  hold  of  the  matter  and  pushed  it  energetically.  Petitions 
were  circulated  and  the  signatures  of  more  than  70  per  cent  of  the  Barron 
County  cattle  owners  secured. 

Active  work  on  the  list  was  begun  in  February,  1920.  With  Dr.  J.  P.  West 
in  charge.  The  actual  testing  work  was  done  by  Drs.  A.  T.  Olson,  W.  R.  John¬ 
son,  J.  B.  Collins,  J.  D.  Eastwold,  C.  B.  Lord,  Charles  Secoy  and  R.  C.  Coulson. 
The  work  was  completed  December  23,  1920,  and  with  its  completion,  Barron 
County  became  the  first  county  in  the  state  and  the  largest  tubercular  tested 
area  in  the  world.  Between  67,000  and  68,000  animals  had  been  tested  with 
less  than  1  per  cent  of  infected  animals  found.  A  result  of  this  work  is  that 
sixty  counties  in  the  United  States  have  since  taken  up  the  work. 

About  six  months  later  a  retest  of  the  area  was  begun  and  carried  through 
to  completion  by  Dr.  R.  C.  Coulson.  This  retest  was  of  herds  that  contained  re¬ 
actors  in  the  first  test.  It  was  practically  completed  before  the  following  win¬ 
ter.  A  small  fraction  of  one  per  cent  of  reactors  was  found.  When  the  work 
of  testing  this  first  county  was  completed,  proper  regulations  to  maintain  the 
tubercular  free  condition  of  the  area  were  worked  out  and  established  by  the 
State  Live  Stock  Sanitary  Board,  and  Dr.  Coulson  was  assigned  to  Barron 
County  as  inspector  in  charge  and  is  now  serving  in  that  capacity. 
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Provision  has  been  made  by  properly  constituted  authorities  that  when¬ 
ever  a  herd  of  cattle  has  been  tuberculin  tested  and  certified  as  free  from  tuber¬ 
culosis,  the  individual  animals  of  such  may  be  shipped  to  other  parts  of  the 
state  or  county  without  further  investigation  for  tuberculosis. 

The  method  employed  in  the  Barron  County  area  test  proved  so  satisfac¬ 
tory  that  the  federal  authorities  accepted,  without  hesitation,  the  work  done  as 
a  part  of  the  required  test  for  admitting  herds  to  the  accredited  list  and  in 
July  of  1921  sent  a  corps  of  federal  veterinarians  into  the  county  to  complete 
the  test  of  individual  herds  upon  application  of  the  owners  for  accreditation. 
This  work  has  resulted,  up  to  date,  in  having  more  than  five  hundred  herds — 
more  than  10,000  cattle — put  on  the  accredited  list. 

In  1910,  D.  B.  Searles,  who  was  employed  by  the  State  Dairymen’s  Asso¬ 
ciation,  came  to  Barron  to  look  over  the  ground  with  a  view  to  getting  the 
dairymen  of  the  county  to  organize  and  have  a  butterfat  test  of  their  cowa 
made;  that  the  poor  producers  might  be  eliminated  and  only  the  paying  ani¬ 
mals  retained.  The  editor  of  the  News,  N.  S.  Gordon,  traveled  with  Mr.  Searlea 
and  worked  with  him  in  securing  members  for  a  testing  association.  As  soon 
as  sufficient  signers  had  been  secured  the  organization  was  completed  with 
William  Bartlett  as  chairman  and  N.  S.  Gordon  as  secretary-treasurer.  Thia 
association  continued  about  a  year,  when  it  ceased  operation.  After  the  lapse 
of  a  few  months,  cow  testing  was  revived  in  the  county  and  soon  there  were 
four  flourishing  associations.  Interest  in  these  associations  has  gradually  in¬ 
creased  until  at  present  there  are  more  cow  testing  associations  in  the  county 
than  ever  before.  The  first  tester  in  the  county  was  John  H.  Clark. 

There  are  now  cow  testing  associations  at  Cumberland,  Turtle  Lake,  Al- 
mena,  Comstock,  Chetek,  Prairie  Farm,  Barron  and  Rice  Lake. 

There  are  three  swine  breeders’  organizations  in  the  county:  the  Duroc- 
Jersey  Clubs  of  Chetek  and  Haugen,  and  the  Poland-China  Club  of  Brill. 

Among  the  leading  swine  breeders  of  the  county  may  be  mentioned  F.  H. 
Hembrook,  A.  G.  Churchward  and  E.  G.  Patchin,  of  Chetek;  William  Bartlett, 
of  Barron;  Fred  Nelson,  of  Haugen;  Andrew  Amdall,  of  Cumberland;  F.  L. 
Stout,  of  Mikana;  H.  W.  Ferguson  &  Son,  Cumberland;  and  Lloyd  Nesbit, 
Barron. 

From  the  earliest  days,  settlers  in  Barron  County  found  that  potatoes  of 
the  finest  quality  grew  from  our  soil,  but  it  was  not  until  in  the  late  eighties 
that  potatoes  were  grown  on  a  large  commercial  scale.  For  many  years,  how¬ 
ever,  no  efforts  were  made  to  combine  for  the  production  of  standard  strains  of 
potatoes  on  a  large  scale.  When  F.  D.  Otis,  the  first  County  Agent,  came  to  the 
county,  a  campaign  was  made  to  induce  the  potato  growers  of  the  county  to 
unite  on  a  few  of  the  better  strains  of  potato,  such  as  Rural  New  Yorkers,  Bur¬ 
banks,  Green  Mountains,  and  Bliss  Triumphs.  This  work  was  continued  by 
Mr.  Cuff,  who  organized  several  local  potato  growers’  clubs,  and  began  the 
agitation  for  growing  pure,  certified  seed  potatoes.  During  several  years  of  his 
stay,  many  fields  of  Rurals,  Green  Mountains,  Burbanks  and  Triumphs  were 
certified.  Since  Mr.  Duffy  came  he  has  planned  and  perfected  a  strong  central¬ 
ized  certified  seed  Potato  Growers’  Association.  This  association  will  devote 
its  energies  to  the  production  of  three  strains,  Rurals,  Green  Mountains  and 
Triumphs.  The  officers  of  this  association  are:  Charles  Ness  of  Cumberland, 
president;  Gus  Kringle  of  Rice  Lake,  vice-president;  Peter  Helgeland  of  Brill, 
secretary. 

The  Barron  County  Certified  Seed  Growers’  Association  is  composed  of 
small  growers,  planting  an  average  of  about  ten  acres,  and  is  organized  for 
the  purpose  of  furnishing  to  the  seed  trade  a  product  noted  for  vigor,  high  pro¬ 
duction  and  quality.  Charles  Ness,  of  Cumberland,  is  the  president;  Gust 
Kringle,  of  Rice  Lake,  the  vice-president;  and  Peter  Helgeland,  of  Brill,  the 
secretary. 

The  members  are  as  follows :  Rice  Lake,  Gust  Kringle,  Ed.  Kringle,  Ralph 
McDonald,  J.  S.  Gabriel,  Peter  Schneider,  William  H.  Cockerill,  Frank  Ebel  and 
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A.  M.  Chrislaw.  Almena,  Fred  Bender,  Dickson  &  Kettleson,  C.  H.  Becker,  F. 
Hotwagner,  William  H.  Miller  and  Louis  Hemaver.  Angus,  Ole  J.  Johnson, 
A.  T.  Johnson  and  George  Gould.  Barron,  J.  Gould,  Albert  Bergeson,  Clifford 
H.  Meyer,  Jos.  Mikulanee,  Ed.  A.  Erickson,  Gunder  Ostenson,  B.  H.  Ellis  and 
Oscar  C.  Johnson.  Barronett,  Oscar  Okerson,  J.  C.  Frerck  and  Charles  Pier¬ 
son.  Cumberland,  Arthur  M.  Eide  and  Charles  A.  Ness.  Dallas,  Ernest  Rogers, 
And.  Stoll  and  Gil.  Gilbertson.  Mikana,  Louis  Frosli  and  J.  A.  Harlow.  Turtle 
Lake,  E.  Pfeifer.  Brill,  George  M.  Keesey,  Gust.  Gagner,  Albert  Johnson,  P.  A. 
Helgeland,  Gilbert  Dahl  and  Daniel  Dinga.  Cameron,  L.  M.  Bergess.  Haugen, 
George  Sanders.  Birchwood,  Jay  Jones  and  R.  Hanson. 

The  Kringle  Brothers  originated  the  strain  of  New  York  Rurals  known  as 
the  Kringle  strain.  This  seed  has  attracted  attention  through  the  Rural  grow¬ 
ing  belt.  All  certified  Rurals  from  Barron  county  are  of  the  Kringle  strain. 

The  story  of  Barron  County  potato  development  carries  with  it  many  an  in¬ 
teresting  story  of  successful  farming. 

The  story  of  the  Kringle  Brothers  is  perhaps  first  in  line.  Gust,  and  Ed. 
Kringle  settled  on  hardwood  lands  in  what  is  now  Cedar  Lake  Township,  with 
the  virgin  timber  standing,  about  twenty  years  ago.  They  “batched”  it  for 
many  years,  working  in  the  lumber  camps  some  of  the  winters,  and  doing  their 
own  logging  and  clearing  at  other  times.  The  clearings  opened,  they  began 
real  farming.  As  time  went  on,  each  brother  married,  and  built  a  home  for 
himself  and  family.  About  twelve  years  ago  they  began  the  development  of  a 
special  strain  of  Rural  New  York  variety  of  potato.  This  strain  of  Rural  soon 
began  to  attract  attention.  It  is  noted  for  vigor,  for  freedom  from  disease,  for 
being  true  to  type,  and  for  productiveness.  The  Kringle  strain  of  Rurals  be¬ 
came  well  known  throughout  the  United  States  and  Kringle  Brothers  became 
noted  as  potato  growers.  The  Kringle  Brothers  are  more  than  “Potato  Kings”', 
they  are  successful  dairy  farmers,  and  have  fine  farms  and  thriving  herds  of 
Holstein  cattle  which  help  to  keep  the  lands  in  the  ideal  condition  for  success¬ 
ful  potato  production. 

The  Mikana  Potato  Growers’  Association,  on  Dec.  4,  1920,  received  from 
the  Milwaukee  Association  of  Commerce,  a  certificate  of  appreciation,  which 
reads  in  part  as  follows : 

“The  Milwaukee  Association  of  Commerce  in  consideration  of  the  gratitude 
of  the  people  of  .the  State  of  Wisconsin,  in  particular,  and  of  the  United  States 
of  America  in  general,  who  realize  great  benefits  as  a  result  of  the  activities 
of  your  Association,  desires  that  you  accept  this  missive  as  a  sincere  apprecia¬ 
tion  of  your  splendid  work  in  the  development  of  a  superior  strain  of  the  Rural 
New  York  variety  of  potato.  Your  work  has  been  recommended  to  us  by  the 
Wisconsin  Potato  Growers’  Association,  and  we  congratulate  you  as  an  organ¬ 
ization  of  helpful  and  progressive  Wisconsin  citizens.” 

Among  the  special  crops  grown  in  Barron  County,  mention  must  be  made 
of  sugar  beets.  In  the  year  1904,  F.  J.  Krahenbuhl,  grew  several  acres  of  beets 
and  shipped  them  to  Chippewa  Falls,  where  a  beet  sugar  factory  had  recently 
been  built.  In  the  following  years  many  farmers  went  into  beet  cultivation. 
Shipping  points  for  the  roots  have  been,  Barron,  Cumberland,  Campia,  Hills¬ 
dale,  Almena,  Cameron  and  Rice  Lake.  The  average  in  favorable  years  has 
run  into  the  hundreds  of  acres.  For  many  years  F.  J.  Krahenbuhl,  while  grow¬ 
ing  beets  on  his  own  farm,  worked  with  the  sugar  factory  people  in  securing 
acreage  contracts  and  superintending  the  planting,  growing  and  shipping  the 
beets. 

Peter  A.  Hong  grew  a  small  plot,  one-third  to  one-half  acre,  of  tobacco  on 
his  farm,  northwest  of  Barron,  several  seasons.  He  was  doing  this  as  early  as 
1902.  He  appears  to  have  been  the  first  to  try  tobacco.  He  came  to  Barron 
County  from  the  neighborhood  of  Viroqua,  Wis.,  where  tobacco  had  been  grown 
for  several  years.  The  Tvedt  Brothers  came  in  shortly  after  Mr.  Hong  and  at 
once  began  the  growing  of  this  crop.  They  likewise  came  from  a  tobacco  grow- 


Digitized  by  Google 


1046 


HISTORY  OF  BARRON  COUNTY 


ing  region,  Stoughton,  Wis.  The  acreage  of  this  crop  usually  runs  from  fifty 
to  one  hundred. 

Almost  as  soon  as  people  began  to  settle  on  the  land  in  Barron  County, 
they  brought  in  a  few  colonies  of  bees  to  help  supply  the  home  tables  with 
sweets,  but  at  this  date  it  is  a  hopeless  task  to  find  out  who  brought  in  the  first 
bees.  However,  a  few  of  the  old  beekeepers  are  known.  Rasman  Kellogg  was 
one  of  the  first  to  introduce  them  in  the  vicinity  of  Prairie  Farm.  J.  P.  Carl¬ 
son  and  Magnus  Olson  were  other  old  time  bee  keepers  near  Prairie  Farm.  A 
little  farther  to  the  north,  on  Dority  Creek,  was  Frank  Millard,  who  produced 
honey  on  a  large  scale.  Not  far  from  him  was  Frank  Hall,  another  large 
keeper. 

D.  C.  Carsley  settled  early  in  the  territory  west  of  Comstock  and  has  had 
a  large  apiary  ever  since.  D.  G.  Harris  was  one  of  the  first  bee  keepers  at 
Barron.  L.  C.  Knutson  of  Cumberland  and  Martin  Stephenson  on  Dority  Creek 
were  extensively  engaged  in  honey  production  fairly  early.  Among  the  present- 
day  bee  keepers  of  the  county  the  following  are  prominent:  George  Stowell 
has  the  largest  apiary  and  is  the  largest  honey  producer.  Others  are  L.  C. 
Knutson  and  L.  W.  Knutson  of  Cumberland.  D.  C.  Carsley  and  daughter,  Isa¬ 
belle  Carsley,  of  Comstock;  Carlson  Sisters  of  Prairie  Farm;  W.  C.  White  of 
Canton;  Stout  Farm  of  Mikana;  Pearl  White  of  Barron;  and  Frank  Garner 
of  Chetek. 

On  October  4,  1918,  a  few  bee  keepers  near  Barron  organized  the  Barron 
County  Bee  Keepers’  Association  with  seven  charter  members  as  follows: 
George  Stowell,  Pearl  White,  George  A.  Garrett,  D.  G.  Harris,  Martin  Stephen¬ 
son,  H.  H.  Chapman,  and  C.  J.  Nelson.  The  officers  elected  at  this  time  were: 
George  Stowell,  president;  Pearl  White,  vice-president;  and  George  A.  Gar¬ 
rett,  secretary-treasurer.  With  one  exception,  these  officers  are  still  serving. 
At  the  annual  meeting  held  in  January,  1921,  Mr.  Stowell  declined  a  re-elec¬ 
tion  as  president  and  L.  S.  Cheney  was  chosen  for  the  place.  At  the  present 
time  there  are  20  members. 

Early  settlers  soon  learned  that  garden  and  field  peas  grew  and  pro¬ 
duced  remarkably  well  in  this  north  country,  yielding  peas  for  the  table  or  for 
stock  feed,  of  a  very  superior  quality.  About  1900  a  few  of  the  citizens  of  Bar¬ 
ron  conceived  the  idea  of  establishing  a  canning  plant  which  should  handle 
peas  and  possibly  sweet  corn.  To  put  the  plan  into  execution  a  company  was 
formed  early  in  1901  and  capital  stock  of  $15,000  subscribed  and  paid.  A  fac¬ 
tory  was  constructed  and  operated  during  the  seasons  of  1901  and  1902.  Four 
hundred  acres  of  land  in  two  tracts  was  purchased  by  the  company  early  in 
1902  to  insure  a  fair  amount  of  acreage  for  growing  peas.  Unlooked  for  diffi¬ 
culties  in  harvesting  and  canning  arose,  and  it  was  soon  realized  that  such  a 
plant  must  be  handled  by  people  experienced  in  the  work  to  make  it  a  paying 
venture.  At  the  close  of  the  season  of  1902  the  company  sold  the  factory  to 
the  Waukesha  Canning  Co.  This  company  enlarged  and  remodeled  the  plant 
and  operated  it  until  the  spring  of  1912,  when  it  passed  into  the  hands  of  the 
present  owners,  the  Inderreiden  Canning  Co. 

The  original  stockholders  in  this  concern  were  C.  S.  Taylor,  George  Parr, 
Coe  Brothers,  T.  W.  Borum,  Geo.  R.  Borum,  C.  J.  Borum,  William  Simpson, 
A.  E.  Hedback,  E.  McKinny,  J.  E.  McKinny,  Henry  Radermacher  and  Mrs.  J.  F. 
Coe.  The  officers  were:  C.  S.  Taylor,  president;  William  Simpson,  secretary; 
and  C.  J.  Borum,  treasurer.  These  stockholders  made  no  money  in  this  un¬ 
dertaking,  on  the  contrary,  they  suffered  considerable  loss;  but  they  set  in 
motion  an  enterprise  which  has  spread  to  all  parts  of  the  county  and  became  a 
fixed  and  profitable  feature  of  the  agriculture  of  the  county.  Since  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  the  plant  at  Barron,  similar  ones  have  been  established  at  Rice 
Lake,  Cumberland,  Chetek  and  Turtle  Lake,  with  vining  stations  at  Floans 
Farm,  Town  of  Stanfold,  Almena,  Besslerton  and  Hillsdale.  A  factory  at  Clear 
Lake  and  vining  station  at  Clayton,  both  outside  the  county,  secure  a  large  part 
of  their  peas  from  Barron  County  farms.  At  times  some  of  these  concerns 
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have  tried  canning  corn  and  string  beans,  but  at  the  present  time  practically 
nothing  but  peas  are  canned.  The  Barron  factory  in  1921  put  out  60,000  cases, 
the  Rice  Lake  factory  between  90,000  and  100,000  cases. 

There  are  several  flourishing  community  clubs  in  the  county,  these  at 
Prairie  Farm,  that  in  Vance  Creek  Township,  centering  at  Reeve,  and  that  at 
Arland  Township,  as  well  as  one  of  unusual  importance  embracing  the  people 
of  Chetek  and  the  surrounding  county. 

Late  in  the  summer  of  1911,  Dean  H.  L.  Russell  of  the  Wisconsin  Agricul¬ 
tural  College  was  visiting  friends  at  Barron,  and  in  conversation  with  L.  S. 
Cheney,  made  the  statement  that  the  College  of  Agriculture  was  then  making 
arrangements  to  provide  for  agricultural  representatives  for  two  counties. 
Mr.  Cheney  requested  Dean  Russell  to  give  Barron  County  a  chance  to  secure 
one  of  the  two  representatives.  During  the  next  few  weeks,  some  members  of 
the  County  Board  and  other  influential  men  were  consulted  concerning  the 
matter.  Most  of  these  were  in  favor  of  requesting  the  state  to  send  a  represen¬ 
tative  to  Barron  County.  One  of  these,  Clarence  C.  Coe,  wrote  to  Dean  Russell, 
asking  if  the  University  of  Wisconsin  could  not  arrange  for  county  agents  in 
Wisconsin.  He  had  done  this  without  knowledge  that  the  matter  was  already 
being  arranged. 

When  the  County  Board  met  in  November,  Mr.  Cheney  talked  with  Super¬ 
visor  Simon  S.  Berg,  a  progressive  man.  He  at  once  fell  in  with  the  plan  and 
offered  to  introduce  a  resolution  to  carry  the  plan  into  effect.  Mr.  Cheney 
formulated  and  drafted  the  resolution  which  Mr.  Berg  introduced.  The  reso¬ 
lution  was  adopted  and  the  necessary  funds  appropriated.  Mr.  Cheney,  as  a 
member  of  the  Training  School  Board,  which  was  to  have  general  supervision 
of  the  activities  of  the  County  Representative,  was  then  sent  to  Madison  to  con¬ 
fer  with  the  college  authorities  concerning  the  man  to  be  sent  to  Barron  County. 
As  a  result  of  this  conference,  Frank  D.  Otis  was  decided  upon  for  the  place. 
Thus,  Barron  County  became  the  second  county  of  the  state  to  provide  for  a 
county  agent  or  representative,  Oneida  County  having  had  the  first  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year.  Mr.  Otis  did  not  get  onto  the  ground  until  August  15,  1912,  and 
for  something  over  two  years  he  did  the  experimental,  pioneering  work  which 
must  always  be  done  for  any  new  enterprise. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  County  Board  in  November,  1914  (Nov.  13), 
it  was  voted  to  discontinue  the  work,  but  at  a  special  meeting  of  the  board, 
held  January  5  and  6,  1915,  it  was  decided  to  continue  the  work  until  the  fol¬ 
lowing  August.  Mr.  Otis  resigned  in  February,  1916,  and  was  transferred  to 
Madison.  At  this  time  the  County  Board  appointed  a  special  committee  to  look 
after  the  work  of  the  County  Agent.  About  March,  R.  L.  Cuff  came  to  the 
county  as  representative.  He  continued  in  the  work  until  September  28,  1920. 
In  the  fall  of  1919  the  County  Superintendent  was  added  to  the  committee  and 
the  committee  empowered  to  elect  County  Agent.  On  October  2,  1920,  the  com¬ 
mittee  held  a  conference  with  W.  A.  Duffy,  at  which  time  he  was  appointed 
County  Agent.  He  is  still  serving  the  county  in  this  position.  An  excellent  ac¬ 
count  of  his  progressive  work  is  to  be  found  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Board 
of  County  Supervisors  for  1921.  From  the  first,  the  county  agents  have  been  a 
chief  factor  in  the  advancement  along  all  lines  of  agricultural  endeavor  in  the 
county. 

The  story  of  the  modern  agricultural  progress  of  Barron  County  as  here 
related  deals  with  the  strictly  local  aspects.  It  should  be  noted,  also,  that  in  a 
general  way,  Barron  County  has  kept  pace,  or  just  a  little  ahead  of  the  agri¬ 
cultural  progress  of  Wisconsin  and  the  United  States,  in  methods,  implements, 
tools  and  equipment.  Modern  machinery  is  to  be  found  on  every  farm,  modern 
conveniences  in  many  homes,  modern  equipment  and  appliances  in  many  barns. 
Homes  are  comfortable  and  well  furnished,  barns  are  large  and  well  arranged, 
lawns  are  well  kept,  fields  well  tilled,  well  fenced  and  well  rotated.  Silos  dot 
the  landscape  everywhere.  The  story  of  the  individual  farms,  and  their  devel- 
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opment  from  a  little  clearing  among  the  stumps  to  the  rich  farms  of  today,  ia 
to  be  found  in  the  story  of  the  individual  settlers  found  in  this  volume. 

The  Barron  County  Farm  Bureau  came  into  existence  as  a  temporary  or¬ 
ganization  on  March  4,  1921.  The  organization  and  election  of  officers  took 
place  in  the  court  house  in  Barron.  The  election  of  officers  resulted  in  making 
Karl  T.  Hazelberg  temporary  county  chairman,  and  Fred  M.  Arndt,  temporary 
county  secretary. 

The  temporary  officers  at  once  began  the  organization  of  the  township 
bureaus.  April  30,  1921,  a  permanent  organization  of  the  county  bureau  was  per¬ 
fected,  the  officers  being  as  follows:  President,  Karl  T.  Hazelberg;  vice-presi¬ 
dent,  William  Bartlett;  secretary,  Fred  M.  Arndt;  treasurer,  E.  J.  McKinney. 

The  Farm  Bureau  was  created  by  the  farmers  and  is  an  organization  of 
themselves.  It  consists  of  the  individual  farmer  and  his  family  as  the  founda¬ 
tion.  It  is  an  institution  brought  into  existence,  managed  and  supported  by 
farm  people. 

Farmers  in  their  respective  townships  meet,  elect  president,  vice-president, 
secretary-treasurer  and  one  co-operator  for  each  school  district,  thus  creating 
the  township  bureau. 

The  objects  of  the  town  units  are:  (1)  To  build  up  and  maintain  agri¬ 
culture  in  the  township.  (2)  To  give  opportunity  for  individual  members  to 
express  their  views  on  all  questions  which  affect  their  interests.  (3)  To  unite 
the  strength  of  all  the  farmers  to  obtain  sufficient  power  to  carry  out  the  pro¬ 
gram  of  greatest  value. 

The  Barron  County  Farm  Bureau  consists  of  the  various  township  farm 
bureaus  in  the  county.  The  county  board  of  directors  consists  of  the  presi¬ 
dent  of  each  township  farm  bureau,  together  with  the  four  county  officers 
elected  by  the  directors  at  the  annual  meeting.  Each  member,  at  once,  belongs 
to  the  County,  State  and  National  Farm  Bureau  organizations. 

The  object  of  the  Barron  County  Farm  Bureau  is  to  advance  and  improve 
agriculture;  to  affiliate  with  the  Wisconsin  Farm  Bureau  Federation  and  the 
American  Farm  Bureau  Federation;  to  employ  county  business  managers,  field 
representatives  or  secretaries  for  the  purpose  of  developing  and  promoting 
systematic  organization,  co-operative  marketing  and  organized  production;  to 
co-operate  with  the  Wisconsin  State  College  of  Agriculture  and  the  State  and 
United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  and  the  Wisconsin  Division  of  Mar¬ 
kets  in  developing  a  definite  program  of  work  that  will  bring  to  Barron  County 
a  better  economic,  social  and  educational  condition  so  as  to  make  farming  more 
profitable  and  country  life  more  attractive. 

The  Barron  Township  Farm  Bureau  was'organized  on  March  21,  1921,  with 
Wm.  Bartlett,  as  president;  G.  Ostenson,  vice-president;  and  E.  J.  McKinney, 
secretary. 

The  Clinton  Township  Farm  Bureau  was  organized  on  March  22,  1921,  with 
J.  J.  Malone,  as  president;  Wm.  Meisegeier,  as  vice-president;  and  Frank  Barf- 
knecht,  as  secretary. 

The  Turtle  Lake  Township  Farm  Bureau  was  organized  on  March  24, 
1921,  with  C.  D.  Cochran,  as  president;  E.  J.  Kruse,  vice-president;  and  L.  A. 
Roberts,  secretary-treasurer. 

Crystal  Lake  Township  Farm  Bureau  was  organized  on  March  25,  1921, 
with  E.  L.  Tait,  president;  C.  P.  Tyvoll,  vice-president;  and  Frank  Williams, 
secretary-treasurer. 

Maple  Grove  Farm  Bureau  was  organized  August  16,  1921,  and  Andrew 
Bolstad  elected  president;  Chas.  Hartzell,  vice-president;  and  Clarence  Cor¬ 
nelius,  secretary. 

Dallas  Township  Farm  Bureau  was  organized  March  29,  1921,  with  An¬ 
drew  Wintrone,  president;  Will  T.  Owens,  vice-president;  and  Ole  G.  Wall,  sec¬ 
retary-treasurer. 

Prairie  Farm  Township  Farm  Bureau  was  organized  March  30,  1921,  and 
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Fred  Kurschner  was  elected  president;  Geo.  D.  Pederson,  vice-president;  and 
Fred  Schultheiss,  secretary-treasurer. 

Stanley  Farm  Bureau  was  organized  March  31,  1921,  with  H.  M.  Hill, 
president;  Herman  Lemke,  vice-president;  and  Karl  Hazelberg,  secretary. 

Sumner  Township  Farm  Bureau  was  organized  March  31,  1921,  with  L.  A. 
Block,  president;  Chas.  M.  Sykes,  vice-president;  and  Albert  Halvorson,  secre¬ 
tary-treasurer. 

Stanfold  Township  Farm  Bureau  was  organized  April  2,  1921,  with  Frank 
Feldkirchner,  as  president;  and  Chris  E.  Jensen,  as  secretary. 

Doyle  Township  Farm  Bureau  was  organized  April  5,  1921,  with  Ed.  Krin- 
.  gle,  president;  and  Robert  J.  Loew,  secretary. 

Cedar  Lake  Township  Farm  Bureau  was  organized  April  5,  1921,  with 
T.  T.  Hazelberg,  president;  and  J.  A.  Harlow,  secretary. 

Oak  Grove  Township  Farm  Bureau  was  organized  April  6,  1921,  with  Geo. 
J.  Sanders,  president;  and  Wm.  H.  Cockrill,  secretary. 

Lakeland  Farm  Bureau  Township,  organized  April  8,  1921,  with  Chas.  Ness, 
president;  and  Oscar  Oldeen,  secretary. 

Cumberland  Township  Farm  Bureau  was  organized  April  9,  1921,  with 
Alfred  Lindquist,  president;  and  Grover  Jacobson,  secretary. 

Arland  Farm  Bureau,  organized  July  28,  1921,  with  Fred  Ostercamp,  pres¬ 
ident;  Sever  Severson,  vice-president;  and  Sever  Anderson,  secretary. 

Almena  Farm  Bureau  was  organized  September  24,  1921,  and  N.  P.  Becker 
was  elected  president;  August  Lemke,  vice-president;  and  James  Beecroft,  sec¬ 
retary. 

Rice  Lake  Township  Farm  Bureau,  organized  November  7,  1921,  and  C.  H. 
Walters  was  elected  president;  Frank  B.  Thomas,  vice-president;  and  R.  P. 
Hall,  secretary. 

Maple  Plain  Township  Farm  Bureau,  organized  August  5,  1921,  with  Henry 
Peterson,  president;  P.  E.  Morey,  vice-president;  and  K.  F.  Heinecke,  secretary- 
treasurer. 

The  Barron  County  Agricultural  Society  was  organized  at  Barron,  on 
June  15,  1877.  The  first  officers  were:  President,  W.  W.  Flinn;  first  vice-pres¬ 
ident,  John  Quaderer;  second  vice-president,  D.  C.  Strong;  secretary,  Fred 
Telke;  treasurer,  E.  C.  Coleman.  The  first  fair  was  held  at  Barron  on  Sept. 
25  and  26,  1877.  The  total  receipts  of  the  first  fair  were  $103.75,  the  disburse¬ 
ments,  $49.45.  Of  this  amount,  $24  was  paid  in  premiums  on  a  total  of  thir¬ 
teen  entries,  which  included  one  stallion,  one  draft  team,  one  pair  of  oxen,  sev¬ 
eral  hogs  and  a  number  of  entries  of  vegetables,  potatoes,  grain  and  apples. 
In  1879  the  Society  purchased  a  small  tract  of  land  at  Barron  for  fair  grounds, 
but  in  1887  sold  it  for  $110.  The  fair  was  held  at  Barron  three  years,  1877, 
1879  and  1880.  It  was  held  at  Sumner  one  year,  1878.  For  eighteen  years,  1881 
to  1898,  it  was  held  at  Chetek. 

In  1899  the  fair  was  moved  to  Rice  Lake  and  located  on  a  forty-acre  tract 
of  land  leased  from  W.  P.  Burrows  of  Madison,  Wis.  In  1911  the  Society  pur¬ 
chased  and  now  owns  the  grounds.  The  fair  grounds  are  desirably  located  in 
the  city  limits,  bordering  on  the  lake,  has  electric  lights,  water  and  sewer  con¬ 
nections.  The  tourists’  free  camp  site  is  also  located  on  a  part  of  the  grounds, 
where  a  fine  grove  of  pine  trees  makes  an  ideal  camping  ground.  In  keeping 
with  the  progress  made  by  the  agricultural  development  of  the  county,  the  fair 
has  advanced  from  year  to  year  and  is  now  ranked  as  one  of  the  leading  county 
fairs  of  Northern  Wisconsin.  At  the  1921  fair,  over  200  head  of  pure-bred  cat¬ 
tle  were  entered  from  Barron  and  adjoining  counties  and  a  correspondingly 
large  number  of  entries  in  the  other  departments. 

The  Society  is  well  equipped  with  buildings  for  exhibition  purposes  but  the 
attendance  has  increased  so  much  that  a  new  and  enlarged  grandstand  is  now 
needed  to  accommodate  the  patrons  of  the  fair. 

In  1913  the  county  made  an  appropriation  of  $2,000  to  erect  an  agricultural 
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exhibit  building  on  the  grounds  and  in  1916  voted  an  additional  $1,000  for  a 
new  cattle  barn. 

Since  the  organization  of  the  fair  the  following  named  persons  have  served 
as  president:  W.  W.  Flinn,  N.  Washburn,  P.  M.  Parker,  J.  W.  Stevenson,  J.  S. 
Crisler,  A.  G.  Strand,  E.  Knudson  and  N.  W.  Heintz.  The  office  of  secretary  has 
been  held  by  Fred  Telke,  A.  S.  Jopp,  N.  E.  Carver,  J.  E.  Cartwright,  E.  N. 
Bowers,  J.  C.  Signor,  V.  H.  Paradis,  W.  A.  Demers  and  J.  G.  Rude. 

The  Society  now  has  a  membership  of  266.  The  present  officers  are: 
N.  W.  Heintz,  president;  W.  F.  Colbert,  vice-president;  A.  M.  Chrislaw,  vice- 
president;  J.  G.  Rude,  secretary;  W.  A.  Demers,  treasurer.  The  board  of  di¬ 
rectors  are:  James  Hanson,  F.  J.  Krahenbuhl,  Wm.  Bartlett,  C.  F.  Stout,  T.  W.  . 
Quinn  and  Chas.  Horn. 

The  Oak  Grove  Farmers'  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Co.  was  organized  April 
18,  1891.  The  first  officers  were:  President,  Joseph  Pecore;  secretary,  F.  C. 
Donnelly;  treasurer,  C.  L.  Brekken.  The  first  directors  were:  C.  S.  Garrett, 
Cumberland;  K.  F.  Houghtaling,  Clinton;  Otto  Thingvold,  Maple  Grove;  F.  C. 
Donnelly,  Oak  Grove;  G.  A.  Eggleston,  Dallas;  A.  Gulickson,  Stanley;  Charles 
Sletten,  Chetek;  W.  R.  Stevens,  Barron;  E.  A.  Finley,  Dallas.  Of  the  first  board 
of  directors,  there  are  now  two  living  in  Barron  County,  G.  A.  Eggleston  and 
A.  Gulickson,  the  last  named  of  whom  is  the  present  secretary. 

The  company  organized  with  a  subscribed  capital  stock  of  about  $60,000 
and  at  the  end  of  the  year,  after  about  nine  months  had  passed,  the  amount  of 
insurance  had  reached  a  little  over  $200,000.  The  business  has  steadily  in¬ 
creased.  The  increase  in  1920  was  more  than  $2,600,000.  Dec.  31,  1921, 
there  were  about  4,000  policyholders,  and  the  amount  of  insurance  in  force  was 
about  $13,000,000. 

The  company’s  business  is  confined  to  Barron  County,  and  is  conducted  by 
a  board  of  directors,  three  of  whom  are  elected  at  each  annual  meeting  for  a 
term  of  three  years.  The  officers  are,  president,  vice-president,  secretary  and 
treasurer,  elected  by  the  board  of  directors  for  a  term  of  one  year. 

The  present  officers  are:  President,  Frank  N.  Roemhild,  Prairie  Farm; 
vice-president,  Robert  Reese,  Cameron;  secretary,  A.  Gulickson,  Cameron; 
treasurer,  J.  A.  Cornwall,  Turtle  Lake.  The  directors,  in  addition  to  these,  are: 

J.  H.  Johnson,  Barron;  Henry  G.  Puls,  Almena;  R.  B.  Phillips,  Cumberland; 
John  Bradseth,  Rice  Lake;  H.  E.  Halverson,  Dallas. 

Editors’  Note:  The  editors  are  greatly  indebted  to  Prof.  Lellen  S.  Cheney, 
of  Barron,  formerly  county  superintendent  of  schools,  and  founder  of  the  Bar¬ 
ron  High  School,  for  assistance  in  compiling  this  chapter.  Portions  of  it  were 
written  by  him,  and  he  also  furnished  information  for  portions  which  he  did  not 
write.  Officials  of  various  farm  organizations,  and  many  leading  farmers  and 
dairymen  have  likewise  been  most  generous  in  furnishing  information. 


CHAPTER  XVII. 

TOWNSHIP  ORGANIZATION. 

Barron  County  embraces  twenty-five  Government  survey  townships,  divided 
into  twenty-three  political  towns.  Each  of  the  political  towns  coincides  with  a 
Government  survey  township,  except  Maple  Grove,  Chetek,  Dallas  and  Dovre, 
which  each  occupy  one  and  a  half  Government  survey  townships. 

The  whole  county  was  at  one  time  called  Dallas  and  afterward  changed  to 
Barron.  Some  of  the  towns  were  created  with  their  present  boundaries.  Others 
were  created  with  much  larger  areas,  and  later  curtailed.  In  the  early  days 
there  was  considerable  shifting  about  of  boundaries  between  the  townships. 
The  present  towns  of  Dallas,  Rice  Lake  and  Lakeland  are  not  the  original  towns 
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created.  The  name  of  the  original  town  of  Dallas,  as  noted,  was  changed  to 
Barron,  the  name  of  the  original  town  of  Lakeland  was  changed  to  Cumberland, 
and  the  name  of  the  original  town  of  Rice  Lake  was  changed  to  Stanley,  and 
the  present  towns  of  Dallas,  Lakeland  and  Rice  Lake  were  created  later. 

In  the  early  days,  townships  were  created  by  the  county  board,  and  boun¬ 
daries  shifted  by  the  board  upon  petition  by  the  voters.  The  more  recent  towns 
were  created  by  the  board  upon  petition,  after  a  favorable  vote  by  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  territory  affected. 

Barron  Township  occupies  Township  34,  Range  12.  The  entire  county 
originally  embraced  but  one  town,  called  Dallas.  Feb.  6,  1869,  the  county 
board  ordered  that  the  name  of  the  town  should  be  changed  to  Barron.  By 
gradual  curtailment  the  present  boundaries  have  been  reached.  The  story  of 
its  early  government  is  told  in  the  chapter  in  the  volume  on  “Early  County 
Government.”  The  present  officers  are  as  follows:  Supervisor,  E.  J.  Mc- 
Kinny  (chairman),  W.  R.  Cuthbert  and  A.  J.  Dragseth;  theasurer,  Olaus  Lee; 
clerk,  Martin  Rockman;  assessor,  H.  M.  Palmquist. 

Chetek  Townsip  occupies  Township  33,  Range  10;  and  the  east  half  of 
Township  33,  Range  11.  The  town  was  created  March  30,  1874.  It  then  con¬ 
sisted  of  Township  32,  Range  10;  the  south  half  of  Township  33,  Range  10;  the 
east  half  of  Township  32,  Range  11;  and  all  of  the  east  half  of  Township  33, 
Range  11,  lying  south  and  west  of  Lake  Chetek.  The  first  town  meeting  was 
ordered  held  at  the  schoolhouse  in  District  2.  In  the  act  creating  the  town¬ 
ship,  the  present  spelling  is  used.  But  for  many  years  the  county  clerks  spelled 
the  name  with  an  “S”  instead  of  a  “C.”  By  official  action  on  Jan.  16,  1883,  by 
the  county  board,  the  present  spelling  was  confirmed.  The  first  town  meeting 
was  held  in  the  schoolhouse  in  what  is  now  the  City  of  Chetek,  April  7,  1874. 
C.  P.  Hepburn,  H.  J.  Dixon  and  W.  R.  Smith  were  appointed  inspectors  of  the 
election,  and  A.  S.  Jopp,  clerk  of  the  election.  Eighty-eight  votes  were  cast,  the 
first  being  that  of  E.  J.  Banks.  The  following  officers  were  elected:  Super¬ 
visors,  Daniel  Beagle  (chairman),  H.  B.  Ross  and  J.  C.  Stewart;  clerk,  W.  R. 
Smith;  treasurer,  P.  Lousley;  assessors,  H.  J.  Dixon  and  C.  P.  Hepburn;  jus¬ 
tices,  W.  Bell,  Washington  Bird,  A.  S.  Jopp  and  D.  Morley;  constables,  Thomas 
Gotham,  Christ  Olesen  and  B.  L.  Eighmey;  sealer  of  weights  and  measures, 
A.  Cleveland.  Washington  Bird,  elected  justice,  did  not  qualify,  and  W.  W. 
Flynn  served  in  his  place.  The  present  officers  are:  Supervisors,  W.  F.  Bar¬ 
ber  (chairman),  Alfred  Joelson  and  Ed.  Solum;  treasurer,  W.  H.  Ross;  clerk, 
C.  L.  Brekken;  assessor,  John  Waldal. 

Sumner  Township  occupies  Township  34,  Range  10.  The  town  was  created 
March  30,  1874,  and  then  consisted  of  the  north  half  of  Township  33,  Range  10; 
Township  34,  Range  10;  the  west  half  of  Township  35,  Range  10;  all  that  part 
of  Township  33,  Range  11,  lying  north  and  east  of  Lake  Chetek;  and  Sections 
23,  24,  25,  26,  35  and  36,  in  Township  34,  Range  11.  The  first  town  meeting  was 
ordered  held  in  the  schoolhouse  in  District  17.  The  books  in  the  possession  of 
the  present  clerk  date  back  to  April  6,  1878.  At  that  time  the  officers  elected 
were:  Supervisors,  A.  J.  Barton  (chairman),  William  White  and  Peter  Olson; 
clerk,  S.  J.  Packard;  assessor,  C.  M.  Covell;  treasurer,  Thomas  McDonald.  The 
present  officers  are:  Supervisors,  J.  B.  Stearns  (chairman),  Albert  Halvorson 
and  John  A.  Werts;  treasurer,  William  Lycke;  clerk,  Wilbur  Stuck;  assessor, 
A.  W.  Kingsley. 

Stanfold  Township  occupies  Township  35,  Range  12.  The  town  was  created 
March  30, 1874.  It  then  embraced  Township  36,  Ranges  10  and  11 ;  the  west  half 
of  Township  35,  Range  10;  the  eastern  third  of  Township  35,  Range  11.  The 
first  town  meeting  was  ordered  held  in  the  schoolhouse  in  District  12.  It  is  in¬ 
teresting  to  note  that  the  town  as  then  created  did  not  embrace  any  of  the 
present  town  of  Stanfold.  By  additions  the  boundaries  were  exended  until  they 
took  in  the  present  town,  and  curtailments  cut  off  all  the  original  area.  The 
early  records  are  not  in  the  possession  of  the  present  clerk.  The  earliest  rec¬ 
ords  in  his  custody  date  back  to  the  town  meeting  of  April  6,  1897,  when  the 
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following  officers  were  elected:  Supervisors,  E.  A.  Selleck  (chairman),  Victor 
Olson  and  Albert  Wiesner;  clerk,  Joseph  Engstrom;  assessor,  George  Austin; 
treasurer,  L.  M.  Knutson.  The  present  officers  are:  Supervisors,  James  Han¬ 
son  (chairman),  George  Larson  and  Peter  H.  Peterson;  treasurer,  John  0. 
Steen;  clerk,  Carl  Frederickson ;  assessor,  Ole  Lokken. 

Rice  Lake  Township  occupies  Township  36,  Range  11.  The  town  was 
created  March  30,  1874.  It  embraced  the  western  two-thirds  of  Township  36, 
Range  11;  all  of  Townships  36  and  36,  Range  12;  Township  36,  Range  13;  and 
all  of  Township  34,  Range  11,  except  Sections  23,  24,  26,  26,  36  and  36.  The 
first  town  meeting  was  ordered  held  in  the  court  house.  The  name  of  the  town 
was  changed  to  Stanley  by  a  vote  of  the  county  board,  on  May  11,  1882.  Then 
for  many  years  there  was  no  Rice  Lake  Township.  At  the  spring  election  of 
1896,  the  voters  of  Township  35,  Range  11,  expressed  themselves  favorable  to  a 
separation  from  the  then  town  of  Stanfold,  and  the  county  board  confirmed  the 
act  Nov.  10,  1896.  The  first  town  meeting  was  ordered  held  at  the  home  of 
Philip  Roux,  on  April  6,  1897.  The  officers  elected  on  that  date  were:  Super¬ 
visors,  Aristide  Mero  (chairman),  Christ  Bauman  and  Louis  E.  Olson;  clerk, 
Ernest  D.  Demers;  assessor,  Louis  Gagner;  treasurer,  James  C.  McLaughlin. 
The  present  officers  are:  Supervisors,  John  Heldstab  (chairman),  Jeff  Roux 
and  Charles  Fligel;  treasurer,  Otto  Siewert;  clerk,  John  Svacina,  Jr.;  assessor, 
Christ  Heldstab. 

Prairie  Farm  Township  occupies  Township  32,  Range  13.  The  town  was 
created  March  30,  1874.  It  then  embraced  Townships  32  and  33,  Range  13;  and 
Townships  32,  33,  34,  35  and  36,  Range  14.  The  first  town  meeting  was  ordered 
held  in  the  hall  of  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.,  in  the  present  village.  The  first  officers 
were  elected  April  7,  1874,  as  follows:  Supervisors,  S.  K.  Young  (chairman), 
Henry  Holmes  and  August  Roemhild;  treasurer,  Isaac  Sprague;  clerk,  Fred 
Telke;  justices  of  the  peace,  S.  K.  Young  and  Ole  Holmen;  assessor,  Ole  Hol- 
men;  sealer  of  weights  and  measures,  Casper  Rassbach;  constables,  L.  C. 
Selvig  and  Lewis  Wart.  The  present  officers  are:  Supervisors,  Frank  N.  Roem¬ 
hild  (chairman),  Albert  O.  Breen  and  M.  T.  Downs;  treasurer,  Carl  J.  Johnson; 
clerk,  Frederick  Paulson;  assessor,  A.  L.  Gumbert. 

Dallas  Township  occupies  Township  32,  Range  12.  Originally  the  whole 
county  was  known  as  Dallas.  The  name  was  changed  to  Barron  on  Feb.  6, 
1869,  and  then  there  was  no  Dallas  Township  until  March  30,  1874,  when  the 
present  Dallas  Township  was  created  with  its  present  boundaries.  The  first 
town  meeting  of  the  present  town  of  Dallas  was  held  in  the  schoolhouse  of  sub¬ 
district  7,  on  April  7,  1874,  and  the  following  officers  elected:  Supervisors, 
B.  B.  Fuller  (chairman),  W.  T.  Cole  and  N.  C.  Gylstad;  clerk,  Charles  Salsbury; 
treasurer,  Joseph  Pecore;  assessor,  D.  Pooler;  justices,  Francis  Finley,  S.  Wy- 
gant  and  D.  A.  Russel;  constables,  T.  Wintrone,  J.  Cottington  and  T.  Brooks; 
sealer  of  weights  and  measures,  G.  M.  Hufnail.  On  motion,  the  town  voted  to 
raise  $80  for  general  town  purposes  and  $20  for  the  poor  fund.  The  clerk's  an¬ 
nual  salary  was  fixed  at  $20.  The  present  officers  are:  Supervisors,  I.  H. 
Baland  (chairman),  J.  S.  Dowd  and  Albert  Bakken;  treasurer,  O.  M.  Borgen; 
clerk,  Willis  Salsbury;  assessor.  Ole  Wahl. 

Lakeland  Township  occupies  Township  36,  Range  13.  It  was  created  Dec. 
30,  1875,  and  embraced  Townships, 34,  35,  and  36  in  Range  14;  Township  35, 
Range  13;  and  Sections  31,  32,  33  and  34  in  Township  36,  Range  13.  It  will 
be  seen  that  the  town  as  thus  created  embraced  but  four  sections  of  the  pres¬ 
ent  township.  The  first  town  meeting  was  ordered  held  at  the  home  of  R.  H. 
Clothier,  in  Section  18,  Township  35,  Range  13.  Jan.  1,  1880,  the  name  of  the 
town  was  changed  to  Cumberland.  For  some  years  there  was  no  Lakeland 
Township.  Nov.  10,  1901,  a  new  Lakeland  Township  was  created,  embracing 
Township  36,  Ranges  13  and  14.  The  first  meeting  was  ordered  held  the  first 
Tuesday  in  April,  1902,  at  the  home  of  W.  L.  Hunter,  in  the  southwest  quarter 
of  the  southwest  quarter  of  Section  32,  Township  86,  Range  13.  The  first  offi¬ 
cers  elected  in  the  old  township  were:  Supervisors,  A.  J.  Cook  (chairman). 
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O.  A.  Ritan  and  G.  W.  Caddy;  clerk,  George  Corsar;  treasurer,  R.  H.  Clothier; 
Assessors,  N.  Wallace  and  William  Horning.  The  officers  elected  April  1,  1902, 
for  the  new  township  were:  Supervisors,  Andrew  Atoll  (chairman),  Ole  J. 
Score  and  A.  W.  Mayberry;  clerk,  William  Robinson;  treasurer,  Herman  A. 
Frey;  assessor,  G.  T.  Anderson.  The  present  officers  are:  Supervisors,  Charles 
A.  Ness  (chairman),  Mike  Paulson  and  Oscar  J.  Okerson;  treasurer,  Anton 
Ballmer;  clerk,  Henry  A.  Anderson;  assessor,  G.  W.  Hatch. 

Cedar  Lake  Township  occupies  Township  36,  Range  10.  It  was  created 
March  21,  1876,  and  then  embraced  Townships  36  and  36,  Range  10.  The 
first  town  meeting  was  held  April  4,  1876,  in  the  schoolhouse  of  District  4,  in 
Township  35,  Range  10.  The  first  officers  were:  Aristide  Mero  (chairman), 
Leroy  S.  Merritt  and  George  McFarland;  clerk,  Joseph  Loveland;  treasurer, 
Joel  Ackerman;  assessor,  Arthur  Richie;  justices,  Herber  Angle,  Thomas  C. 
Jackson  and  C.  E.  Wallace;  constables,  John  Cammiek,  John  H.  Jackson  and 
A.  O.  Dale;  sealer  of  weights  and  measures,  James  McIntyre.  The  present  offi¬ 
cers  are:  Supervisors,  Frank  Morkin  (chairman),  Herman  Thalke  and  Fred 
Mabuse;  treasurer,  August  Mabuse;  clerk,  Joseph  Kringle;  assessor,  John 
Ewen. 

Maple  Grove  Township  occupies  Township  33,  Range  12;  and  the  west 
half  of  Township  33,  Range  11.  It  was  created  with  its  present  boundaries, 
March  22,  1876.  The  first  town  meeting  was  ordered  held  in  the  schoolhouse  of 
District  2,  in  Township  33,  Range  12. 

The  first  town  meeting  was  held  in  Maple  Grove  Township  April  4,  1876. 
Austin  F.  Skinner  was  chosen  chairman  and  John  W.  Harrison  and  William 
Miller  inspectors.  William  J.  Smith  and  William  Hooker  were  chosen  clerks. 
N.  M.  Rockman,  John  Garrett  and  Kennedy  Whitmore  were  chosen  a  commit¬ 
tee  to  recommend  the  amount  to  be  raised  for  general  funds  for  the  ensuing 
year.  Henry  Rose  was  chosen  pathmaster  in  Road  District  No.  3;  A.  D.  Berg- 
land  in  Road  District  No.  1,  and  I.  B.  Timblin  in  Road  District  No.  2.  It  was 
recommended  by  the  committee  that  the  general  fund  to  be  raised  be  $300, 
which  was  put  to  vote  and  carried.  A  poor  fund  of  $50  was  also  voted,  and  in 
the  same  manner  a  highway  fund  was  provided  for  by  a  tax  of  ten  mills  on  the 
dollar.  It  was  moved  that  the  town  clerk's  salary  be  $50  for  the  ensuing  year, 
and  that  the  assessor  be  allowed  $2  per  diem,  both  motions  being  carried  by 
vote.  At  the  election  held  the  same  day,  J.  G.  Johnson  was  elected  chairman  of 
the  board  of  supervisors,  receiving  26  votes  out  of  a  total  of  49  cast,  there  be¬ 
ing  several  other  candidates.  For  supervisor,  A.  O.  Berg  received  36,  T.  H. 
Johnson  44  and  William  Miller  4.  Nels  A.  Kringle  was  elected  town  treasurer, 
receiving  33  votes  out  of  a  total  of  45.  Mr.  Hooker  was  elected  town  clerk, 
receiving  30  votes  out  of  a  total  of  44.  Henry  Whitman  received  30  votes  out 
of  44  cast  for  town  assessor.  For  justices  of  the  peace,  Otto  Thingvald  re¬ 
ceived  35,  A.  F.  Skinner  received  34,  William  Miller  35,  and  William  Hooker  re¬ 
ceived  one.  For  constable,  Elbert  Skinner  received  34,  T.  Amundson  35,  J.  W. 
Harrison  14,  H.  Whitman  15  and  J.  Barnes  one.  For  sealer  of  weights  and 
measures  the  total  number  of  votes  cast  was  36,  of  which  L.  Isaacson  received 
32  and  J.  G.  Johnson  four.  The  town  hall  is  a  small  frame  building  located  on 
the  line  between  Sections  14  and  23,  and  as  near  the  center  of  the  town  as  it 
could  be  conveniently  placed.  It  was  built  not  many  years  ago. 

The  present  officers  are:  Supervisors,  A.  W.  Johnson  (chairman),  Charles 
McAdams  and  Charles  Elmlinger;  treasurer,  Peter  Highes;  clerk,  F.  F.  Ed¬ 
monds  ;  assessor,  Elmer  Hanson. 

Clinton  Township  occupies  Township  34,  Range  13.  It  was  created  March 
22,  1876,  and  then  embraced  the  north  half  of  Township  33,  Range  13,  and  all  of 
Township  34,  Range  13.  The  first  town  meeting  was  ordered  held  in  the  school- 
house  of  District  7,  in  Township  33,  Range  13.  O.  Bayler  was  the  first  chair¬ 
man;  E.  H.  Johnson  and  J.  D.  Rohdes,  supervisors;  and  J.  B.  Thurston,  clerk. 
The  present  officers  are:  Supervisors,  John  J.  Malone  (chairman),  Charles 
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Nyht  and  Peter  Rasmussen;  treasurer,  G.  G.  B.  Dennewith;  clerk,  Arvid  Acker- 
son;  assessor,  C.  Robert  Johnson. 

Turtle  Lake  occupies  Township  83,  Range  14.  It  was  created  May  9,  1879, 
and  occupied  Townships  33  and  34,  Range  14.  The  act  was  to  take  effect  the 
first  day  of  March,  1880,  and  the  first  town  meeting  was  to  be  held  the  first 
Tuesday  in  April,  at  the  schoolhouse  in  District  6.  The  earliest  records  in  the 
possession  of  the  present  clerk  are  those  of  April  6,  1900.  The  officers  elected 
at  that  time  were:  Supervisors,  Jacob  Palm  (chairman),  August  Klockeman 
and  Amable  Delage;  clerk,  August  Belanger;  treasurer,  William  F.  Pabst; 
assessor,  Charles  Sindelar;  justice  of  the  peace,  August  Klockeman;  constable, 
Martin  Anderson.  The  present  officers  are :  Supervisors,  C.  D.  Cochran  (chair¬ 
man),  William  Jones  and  William  Rohlf;  treasurer,  Frank  Sindelar;  clerk, 
August  Meyer;  assessor,  Anton  Leisz. 

Dovre  Township  occupies  Township  32,  Range  10;  and  the  east  half  of 
Township  32,  Range  11.  It  was  created  Nov.  13,  1879,  and  embraced  Township 
32,  Range  10;  and  all  of  Township  32,  Range  11,  east  of  the  Menomonie  (Red 
Cedar)  River.  The  first  town  meeting  was  ordered  held  at  the  Brunker  school- 
house  in  Section  29,  Township  32,  Range  10,  on  March  31,  1880.  No  organiza¬ 
tion,  however,  was  perfected  under  this  act.  The  first  town  meeting  was  held 
in  April,  1891,  and  the  following  officers  elected:  Supervisors,  John  Jorstad 
(chairman),  H.  J.  Myers  and  A.  A.  Dahl;  clerk,  Anton  Anderson;  assessor,  An¬ 
drew  Eng;  treasurer,  J.  M.  Moe.  In  transcribing  these  records,  the  present 
clerk,  J.  H.  Peterson,  adds  the  noteworthy  fact  that  although  this  meeting  was 
held  thirty-one  years  ago,  every  officer  then  elected  is  still  living,  and  all  but 
one,  John  Jorstad,  who  is  at  Elko,  Virginia,  are  still  living  in  the  township. 
The  present  officers  are:  Supervisors,  H.  J.  Myers  (chairman),  P.  A.  Holton 
and  Charles  Osberg;  treasurer,  Anton  Anderson;  clerk,  J.  H.  Peterson;  asses¬ 
sor,  Julius  Knysberg. 

Cumberland  Township  embraces  Township  35,  Range  13.  The  name  as  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  present  Township  dates  from  Jan.  1,  1880,  when  the  board  or¬ 
dered  that  the  old  town  of  Lakeland,  created  Dec.  30,  1875,  would  henceforth 
be  known  as  the  town  of  Cumberland.  Later  another  Lakeland  Township  was 
created.  The  first  officers  are  given  under  the  head  of  Lakeland.  The  present 
officers  are:  Supervisors,  John  Hellstrom  (chairman),  Anton  Erickson  and  Ole 
Jacobson;  treasurer,  James  Carlson;  clerk,  Grover  Jacobson;  assessor,  R.  B. 
Phillips. 

Vance  Creek  Township  occupies  Township  32,  Range  14.  It  was  created 
Jan.  3,  1882,  with  its  present  area.  The  act  was  to  take  effect  March  31,  1882, 
and  the  first  town  meeting  was  ordered  held  at  the  schoolhouse  of  District  3. 

The  present  officers  are:  Supervisors,  Ole  E.  Lien  (chairman),  Anton 
Grote  and  Carl  Fall;  treasurer,  Tom  Stafne;  clerk,  Clint  Wilson;  assessor,  Hans 
Kettleson. 

Stanley  Township  embraces  Township  34,  Range  11.  The  name  came  into 
existence  May  11,  1882,  when  the  board  ordered  that  the  old  town  of  Rice  Lake, 
created  March  30,  1874,  should  henceforth  be  known  as  Stanley.  Later  another 
Rice  Lake  Township  was  created.  The  first  town  meeting  after  the  name  of 
Stanley  was  adopted  was  held  in  the  Wold  Schoolhouse  in  School  District  1,  on 
April  3,  1883.  The  officers  elected  were:  Supervisors,  S.  E.  Washburn  (chair¬ 
man),  Ole  Jorstad  and  H.  W.  Snashall;  clerk,  R.  A.  Wheeler;  assessor,  Hans 
Lunde;  treasurer,  John  P.  Tester.  The  present  officers  are:  Supervisors,  Oscar 
Anderson  (chairman),  Herman  Raawe  and  Henry  Kisling;  treasurer,  Thomas 
Gulickson;  clerk,  F.  C.  Durkee;  assessor,  P.  S.  Scott. 

Oak  Grove  Township  occupies  Township  36,  Range  11.  It  was  created 
Nov.  11,  1884,  to  take  effect  March  31,  1886.  It  embraced  Township  36,  Ranges 
11  and  12.  The  first  town  meeting  was  held  on  April  7,  1886,  the  first  officers 
elected  being:  Supervisors,  H.  J.  Mitchell  (chairman),  Patrick  Russell  and 
Ole  Brain;  clerk,  Patrick  Haughian;  assessor,  John  Kennedy;  treasurer,  Law¬ 
rence  Russell  ;  justices,  A.  S.  Green,  Patrick  Haughian,  Harry  Hains  and  H.  J. 
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Mitchell;  constables,  Peter  Tome,  Michael  McGinnis  and  Thomas  Donnelly. 
The  present  officers  are:  Supervisors,  George  J.  Sander  (chairman),  F.  P. 
Roubal  and  A.  M.  Chrislaw;  treasurer,  Harry  Olson;  clerk,  Charles  J.  Westby; 
assessor,  M.  A.  Parks. 

Almena  Township  embraces  Township  34,  Range  14.  It  was  set  off  from 
Turtle  Lake  on  Nov.  8,  1899.  The  first  meeting  was  ordered  held  in  Weber’s 
Hall,  in  Almena  village,  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  April,  1900.  The  first  town 
officers  were  elected  April  3,  1900,  and  were  as  follows :  S.  W.  Sparlin  (chair¬ 
man),  A.  Breisemeister  and  John  Oakes,  supervisors;  Otto  Heider,  clerk;  Math 
Dold,  treasurer;  Joe  Blechinger,  Louis  Larson  and  S.  W.  Sparlin,  justices;  Math 
Dold  and  Math  Hellev,  constables;  John  A.  Cornwall,  assessor.  The  present 
officers  are:  Supervisors,  Julius  Soltau  (chairman),  W.  F.  Weise  and  Joseph 
Blechinger;  treasurer,  Adolph  Simon;  clerk,  Charles  Wanner;  assessor,  P.  J. 
Reuter. 

Bear  Lake  Township  embraces  Township  36,  Range  12.  It  was  created  from 
Oak  Grove  Township,  Nov.  12,  1901.  The  first  meeting  was  ordered  held  at 
the  schoolhouse  in  District  3,  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  April,  1902.  The  first  offi¬ 
cers  elected  were:  Supervisors,  John  Le  Jeune  (chairman),  Joseph  Dockal  and 
Anton  Sorensen;  clerk,  Peter  Yost;  treasurer,  Anton  Cimfl;  justices,  Peter 
Thome  and  Peter  Yost;  constable,  John  Thome;  assessor,  Joseph  Hobel.  The 
present  officers  are:  Supervisors,  Anton  Cimfl  (chairman),  John  G.  Kolar  and 
James  Vanek;  treasurer,  Joseph  Schleiss;  clerk,  W.  C.  Ellis;  assessor,  John 
Le  Jeune. 

Crystal  Lake  embraces  Township  35,  Range  14.  In  the  spring  of  1902  a 
vote  was  taken  on  the  division  of  the  town  of  Cumberland.  It  would  seem  that 
the  people  who  were  to  remain  in  the  old  town  were  more  anxious  for  the  sepa¬ 
ration  than  the  people  who  were  to  constitute  the  new  town,  for  in  Township 
35,  Range  13,  the  vote  was  200  for  the  proposition  and  75  against  it,  while  in 
Township  35,  Range  14,  the  vote  was  53  for  the  proposition  and  47  against  it. 
The  county  duly  created  the  new  township  on  Nov.  12,  1902.  The  first  meeting 
was  ordered  held  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  April,  1903,  at  the  home  of  Petrio- 
corco,  in  the  southeast  quarter  of  the  northwest  quarter  of  Section  13.  The 
first  officers  elected  were:  Supervisors,  John  Rafferty  (chairman),  Swan  Swan¬ 
son  and  N.  J.  Lilliedale;  clerk,  Paul  Ries;  treasurer,  Joseph  Zaccardi;  assessor, 
J.  A.  Bergstien;  justices,  Paul  Ries,  Richard  Diffore,  Erminio  Ricci,  N.  J. 
Lilliedale;  constables,  Sam  Ranallo  and  Charles  Lee.  The  present  officers  are: 
Supervisors,  Claus  W.  Carlson  (chairman),  James  B.  Peer  and  Antonio  Luciano; 
treasurer,  Martin  Vogt;  clerk,  A.  N.  Levings;  assessor,  S.  B.  Bird. 

Doyle  Township  embraces  Township  35,  Range  10,  west.  The  question  of 
the  division  of  the  old  town  of  Cedar  Lake  was  submitted  to  the  voters  at  the 
regular  spring  election  of  1903.  Seventy-six  of  the  seventy-seven  votes  cast  in 
Township  35,  Range  10,  were  in  favor  of  the  division,  and  twenty-nine  of  the 
thirty-five  votes  cast  in  Township  36,  Range  10,  were  in  favor  of  the  division. 
The  new  town  of  Doyle,  named  for  John  J.  Doyle,  a  pioneer,  was  accordingly 
created  by  the  county  board  on  Nov.  12,  1903,  the  act  to  take  effect  on  the  first 
Tuesday  in  April,  1904,  when  the  first  town  meeting  was  to  be  held  in  the  school- 
house  of  District  2,  Section  9.  The  first  officers  elected  were:  Supervisors, 
John  J.  Doyle  (chairman),  Bert  Smith  and  Ole  N.  Bradseth;  clerk,  Otto  Hanson; 
treasurer,  Holstein  Hanson;  assessor,  John  J.  Oleson;  justice,  Otto  Hanson. 
The  present  officers  are:  Supervisors,  James  G.  Hathaway,  Chris  Orsund  and 
Nels  Larson;  treasurer,  Iver  Tillung;  clerk,  Seymour  Bradseth;  assessor,  L.  B. 
Reed. 

Arland  Township  embraces  Township  33,  Range  13.  It  was  set  off  from 
Clinton  and  Prairie  Farm  by  the  county  board  on  Nov.  16,  1904.  The  act  was 
to  take  effect  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  April,  1905,  at  which  time  a  meeting  was 
to  be  held  at  Hagen’s  Hall.  The  first  officers  were:  Supervisors,  Ole  Johnson 
(chairman),  L.  Hubaseh  and  Fred  Olsen;  clerk,  Henry  Bergstrum;  treasurer, 
Peter  Quam;  assessor,  Peter  A.  Miller.  The  present  officers  are:  Supervisors, 
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F.  W.  Swant  (chairman),  Martin  A.  Miller  and  Nick  Casper;  treasurer,  Henry 
Ness;  clerk,  J.  M.  Thompson;  assessor,  Olaf  Howe. 

Maple  Plain  Township  embraces  Township  86,  Range  14.  It  was  cut  off 
from  Lakeland  by  the  county  board  on  Nov.  15,  1906.  The  act  was  effective  on 
the  first  Tuesday  in  April,  1907,  the  first  town  meeting  being  held  in  the  school- 
house  in  District  4,  Section  27.  The  first  officers  were:  Supervisors,  A.  Stoll 
(chairman),  G.  B.  Anderson  and  Claus  Bloomquist;  clerk,  J.  P.  Ross;  treasurer, 
Jacob  West;  assessor,  0.  M.  Robinson;  justices,  Frank  Mattson  and  J.  P.  Ross; 
constable,  H.  J.  Fritze.  The  present  officers  are:  Supervisors,  Henry  Peterson 
(chairman),  Chris  I.  Larson  and  Oscar  Esplin;  treasurer,  Herman  Luke;  clerk, 

K.  F.  Heinecke;  assessor,  William  Guenther. 

The  county  officers  for  1921-22  are  as  follows:  County  and  juvenile  judge, 
A.  F.  Wright;  registrar  in  probate,  Fern  Wright;  county  clerk,  F.  S.  Woodard; 
deputy  county  clerk,  Ellen  J.  Johnson;  county  treasurer,  S.  R.  Pollock;  sheriff, 
J.  H.  Johnson;  register  of  deeds,  C.  D.  Blassingham;  deputy  register  of  deeds, 
Clara  E.  Ellsworth  Zwicher;  district  attorney,  J.  W.  Soderberg;  clerk  of  cir¬ 
cuit  court,  E.  V.  Babcock;  deputy  clerk  of  court,  C.  M.  Babcock;  county  sur¬ 
veyor,  J.  A.  H.  Johnson,  Chetek;  coroner,  J.  H.  Wallis,  Rice  Lake;  county  super¬ 
intendent  of  schools,  Regina  Kohten;  county  superintendents’  clerk,  Ellen  N. 
Johnson;  supervising  teacher,  Laura  Hanson;  highway  commissioner,  Edward 
Gleason;  county  agricultural  agent,  W.  A.  Duffy;  county,  nurse,  Ruby  McKen¬ 
zie;  county  agent  clerk,  Elizabeth  Hinkle;  divorce  counsel  and  public  adminis¬ 
trator,  H.  G.  Ellsworth;  income  assessor,  Alfred  E.  Emmerson,  Chippewa  Falls; 
sheriff,  J.  H.  Johnson;  under  sheriff,  D.  G.  Clemmons;  deputies,  A.  W.  Mc- 
George,  F.  C.  Lang  and  Walter  D.  Williams;  chairman  of  the  county  board, 
R.  B.  Hart,  Cumberland ;  county  highway  commissioner,  Edward  Gleason ;  state 
road  and  bridge  committee,  F.  W.  Swant,  Arland;  C.  D.  Cochran,  Turtle  Lake; 
and  W.  F.  Barber,  Chetek;  committee  on  common  schools,  W.  A.  Gierhart, 
Almena;  E.  C.  Smart,  Hillsdale;  J.  J.  Burke,  Cameron;  soldiers’  relief  commit¬ 
tee,  Lester  West,  Barron;  R.  C.  Peck,  Rice  Lake;  A.  L.  Miller,  Cumberland. 

The  county  board  is  made  up  as  follows:  Julius  Saltau,  Almena;  F.  W. 
Swant,  Arland;  Ellsworth  McKinny,  Barron;  Anton  Cimfl,  Bear  Lake;  Frank 
Morkin,  Cedar  Lake;  W.  F.  Barber,  Chetek;  J.  J.  Malone,  Clinton;  Claus  W. 
Carlson,  Crystal  Lake;  John  Helstrom,  Cumberland;  I.  H.  Baland,  Dallas;  H.  J. 
Meyers,  Dovre;  J.  G.  Hathaway,  Doyle;  C.  A.  Ness,  Lakeland;  A.  W.  Johnson, 
Maple  Grove;  Henry  Peterson,  Maple  Plain;  George  J.  Sander,  Oak  Grove; 
Frank  Roemhild,  Prairie  Farm;  John  Heldstab,  Rice  Lake;  Oscar  Anderson, 
Stanfold;  James  Hanson,  Stanley;  J.  B.  Stearns,  Sumner;  C.  D.  Cochran,  Tur¬ 
tle  Lake;  Ole  E.  Lien,  Vance  Creek;  A.  Gulickson,  Cameron  Village;  A.  Pecore, 
Dallas  Village;  J.  M.  Rassbach,  Prairie  Farm  Village;  W.  H.  Ryan,  Haugen  Vil¬ 
lage;  Ed.  Pfeifer,  Turtle  Lake  Village;  Barron  City,  C.  P.  Stenerson,  J.  F. 
Wickern,  H.  H.  Denison  and  John  Bowen;  Chetek  City,  E.  E.  Brown  and  George 
J.  Holland;  Cumberland  City,  Bennie  Johnson,  A.  C.  Hunnicutt,  R.  B.  Hart  and 

L.  C.  Tappon;  Rice  Lake,  C.  D.  Nelson,  John  Schneider,  Frank  Henrich  and 
C.  A.  Beggs. 
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CHAPTER  XVIII 
RICE  LAKE  CITY 


Rice  Lake,  a  city  of  5,000  people  is  ninety 
miles  south  of  the  Twin  Ports,  100  miles 
northeast  of  the  Twin  Cities,  and  one  night’s 
ride  from  Chicago  and  Milwaukee.  It  is  on 
the  main  line  of  the  Chicago,  St.  Paul, 
Minneapolis  &  Omaha  Railway  from  Chi¬ 
cago  to  Duluth  and  Superior,  and  on  the 
Ridgeland-Reserve  branch  of  the  Minne¬ 
apolis,  St.  Paul  and  Sault  Ste.  Marie  Rail¬ 
way,  thus  giving  it  access  to  the  main  Twin 
Clty-Sault  Ste.  Marie  line  only  a  few  miles 
away. 

The  city  is  beautifully  located  on  the 
western  shores  of  Rice  Lake,  a  sightly  body 
of  crystal  clear  water.  The  lake  is  really 
an  enlargement  of  the  Menominee  River, 
which  divides  the  city  Into  three  parts. 

The  main  street  is  a  notably  fine  thor¬ 
oughfare,  two  and  a  half  miles  in  length, 
with  a  part  of  the  distance  paved  and  illumi¬ 
nated  with  the  lights  of  a  brilliant  “White 
Way.” 

Originally  settled  and  securing  its  growth 
because  of  the  lumber  industry,  and  still 
having  within  its  limits  the  largest  hard¬ 
wood  lumber  mill  in  the  world,  and  the  larg¬ 
est  excelsior  mill  in  the  world,  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  surrounding  territory  has  pro¬ 
gressed  until  the  city  is  now  the  center  of 
the  summer  resort  district,  in  one  of  the 
best  agricultural  districts  of  the  North. 
Evidence  of  this  is  the  largest  pea  canning 
factory  in  the  world  and  the  largest  potato 
warehouse  machinery  factory  In  the  world 
located  here,  and  the  largest  certified  seed 
potato  growers’  association  in  the  world 
close  to  the  city. 

The  city  is  the  financial  and  trading  cen¬ 
ter  of  a  wide  territory,  and  is  rapidly  becom¬ 
ing  a  manufacturing  city  of  note,  having 
shipping  facilities  to  each  sea  coast  and  to 
all  markets. 

Pure  water,  invigorating  air,  wholesome 
farm  products,  surplus  electric  current, 
plenty  of  raw  material,  good  schools, 
churches,  bathing  beaches,  tourist  camp  site, 
and  a  wide  awake,  congenial  populace,  make 
this  city  an  ideal  place  for  homes,  factories, 
prosperity  and  health. 

The  city  is  well  laid  out  and  contains 
about  100  business  places  in  all  lines,  includ¬ 
ing  three  banks,  special  and  general  stores, 
first  class  hotels,  an  opera  house,  moving 
picture  theaters,  public  library,  city  hall. 
Masonic  hall.  Odd  Fellows’  hall  and  others; 
and  two  well-equipped  hospitals.  There  are 
several  garages,  restaurants  and  cafes;  also 
a  wholesale  grocery,  potato  and  produce 
shipping  houses,  potato  grading  machinery 
factory,  excelsior  factory,  wood  working 
establishments,  planing  mills,  large  flour 


and  feed  mills,  and  one  of  the  largest  lum¬ 
ber  Industries  in  Wisconsin,  comprising  both 
sawmills,  wholesale  and  retail  yards.  The 
city  has  a  large  canning  factory,  creamery 
and  ice  cream  houses,  wholesale  hide  and 
fur  houses,  cigar  factories  and  minor  indus¬ 
tries.  Two  weekly  newspapers,  the  Rice 
Lake  Chronotype  and  Rice  Lake  Times,  are 
published. 

The  educational  system  comprises  several 
ward  schools,  parochial  school,  and  a  $140,- 
000  high  school,  the  latter  having  special 
courses  for  domestic  science,  manual  train¬ 
ing  and  a  course  in  agriculture.  The  County 
Training  School  for  Teachers  and  Day  Oral 
School  are  also  located  in  the  city. 

The  city  is  lighted  by  electric  lights,  has 
a  fine  system  of  waterworks,  sanitary  sewer¬ 
age,  well-equipped  fire  department,  broad, 
well  paved  streets,  and  is  clean,  modern  and 
attractive. 

Rice  Lake  is  destined  to  become  one  of 
the  most  popular  summer  resorts  in  north¬ 
ern  Wisconsin.  Already  a  splendid  begin¬ 
ning  has  been  made  in  the  city  park  and 
broad  driveway  skirting  the  west  shore  of 
Rice  Lake,  while  an  extensively  planned 
park  and  summer  resort  has  been  laid  out 
on  the  east  shore  of  the  same  lake.  Here 
broad  boulevards  and  artificial  lakes  and 
grassy  glades  are  Intermingled  and  numer¬ 
ous  cottages  have  been  erected,  while  on  the 
shore  of  South  Rice  lake  another  park  has 
been  platted  and  many  cottages  built  The 
next  few  years  will  see  hundreds  of  cottages 
erected  on  the  shores  of  the  lake  from  which 
the  city  takes  its  name.  This  lake  and  the 
many  streams  in  the  vicinity  abound  with 
game  fish  and  others  in  greater  quantities 
than  some  lakes  that  are  more  extensively 
advertised,  while  the  hunting  in  the  vicinity 
is  one  of  the  finest  in  the  state. 

The  surrounding  country  is  being  rapidly 
developed  for  all  classes  of  farming  and 
dairying,  and  shipments  of  dairy  and  farm 
produce,  lumber  and  manufactured  products 
are  made  in  quite  large  quantities  to  the 
leading  markets. 

A  flourishing  Commercial  Club  with  C.  F. 
Stout  as  secretary  is  doing  some  notable 
work  in  fostering  a  fraternal  and  civic  spirit, 
in  securing  harmonious  action  by  the  busi¬ 
ness  and  professional  men,  and  in  inducing 
a  number  of  enterprises  to  locate  here,  as 
well  as  in  fathering  a  number  of  municipal 
and  general  improvements. 

Captain  Thomas  Wilson,  a  member  of 
Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.,  and  James  Bracklln,  a 
superintendent  for  that  concern,  who  after¬ 
ward  settled  here  and  became  one  of  the 
leading  citizens  of  the  county,  first  looked 
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over  the  possibility  of  this  region  In  1868. 
At  that  time  there  was  a  large  Indian  village 
here,  and  the  lake  was  the  favorite  resort  of 
thousands  of  the  Indians  who  came  here  to 
gather  wild  rice  and  to  catch  the  wild  fowl 
which  the  wild  rice  also  attracted  here. 

The  village  had  its  real  beginning  in  1868, 
when  Knapp,  Stout  ft  Co.  established  a  log¬ 
ging  camp  south  of  the  Red  Cedar  River  and 
east  of  what  is  now  Main  Street.  With 
headquarters  at  this  camp,  the  loggers  cut 
the  pine  from  the  present  site  of  the  city. 
That  fall  the  camp  was  left  In  charge  of 
Owen  Gillespie,  and  another  camp  estab¬ 
lished  on  Section  15,  on  the  west  side  of  the 
lake,  with  John  Lawler  as  superintendent. 
The  advantages  of  the  site  at  the  outlet  of 
Rice  Lake  were  apparent  to  the  Knapp- 
Stout  people,  and  It  was  determined  to  erect 
a  mill  there.  Accordingly  they  built  the 
dam,  on  the  present  site.  This  transformed 
a  series  of  rice  pools  and  rush  swamps, 
caused  by  the  widening  of  the  Red  Cedar 
River,  Into  the  beautiful  body  of  water  that 
Rice  Lake  Is  today.  In  the  next  few  years 
quite  a  settlement  sprang  up. 

Knapp,  Stout  ft  Co.  established  their  first 
mill  here  In  1871.  It  was  started  by  M.  W. 
Heller,  who  was  the  first  permanent  settler 
to  bring  his  family  here.  He  started  for 
the  Knapp,  Stout  people  not  only  the  first 
mill,  but  also  the  first  store,  hotel  and 
smlthshop.  He  was  the  first  veteran  of  the 
Civil  War  to  die  here. 

By  1872,  the  foot  of  Rice  Lake  was  the 
scene  of  considerable  activity,  mostly  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Knapp-Stout  operations. 
The  sawmill  on  the  present  site  of  the  Wls- 
consln-Minnesota  Light  ft  Power  Co.  power¬ 
house  was  In  operation  with  about  six  em¬ 
ployes.  For  the  accommodation  of  the 
settlers  a  set  of  stones  had  been  put  In,  and 
grist  was  ground  on  Saturday  afternoons. 
A  frame  hotel  had  been  built,  now  a  part 
of  the  Lakeside  Hospital,  and  standing  on 
the  same  site,  south  of  the  dam  and  east  of 
the  street  A  log  shanty  was  standing  be¬ 
tween  the  river  and  the  hotel.  South  of  the 
end  of  the  present  bridge  was  a  log  stable. 
West  of  the  hotel  was  a  large  frame  sleep¬ 
ing  shanty,  popularly  known  as  the 
“Kitchen,"  and  still  further  west  was  the 
frame  horse  barn.  Knapp,  Stout  ft  Co.  store 
was  a  frame  building  on  the  present  site  of 
the  hide  and  fur  warehouse.  To  these  were 
added  in  1872,  a  small  frame  house.  12  by  16 
feet,  for  Mr.  Heller,  the  superintendent.  All 
these  structures  were  south  of  the  river. 

North  of  the  river  there  was  a  black¬ 
smith  shop  on  the  west  side  of  Main  Street, 
a  little  south  of  the  present  Day  Oral  School. 
The  blacksmith  had  his  dwelling  across  the 
street,  a  little  northeast  of  his  shop. 

The  first  resident  physician  was  Dr.  E.  T. 
Whinnery,  a  graduate  of  the  University  of 
Michigan,  who  came  in  1872.  The  next  year, 
Dr.  D.  C.  Strong  located  In  Sumner. 

The  first  attorney  In  Rice  Lake,  and  In 
fact  in  the  county,  was  E.  M.  Sexton,  who 
came  in  1872.  Soon  after  him  came  H.  J. 
Sill,  J.  H.  Ives  and  F.  M.  Angel. 

In  1874,  Knapp,  Stout  ft  Co.  erected  on 
the  site  of  the  present  Odd  Fellows’  build¬ 


ing,  a  structure  Intended  for  a  Courthouse. 
That  year,  G.  H.  Johnson  erected  a  building 
26  by  50  feet,  and  opened  a  store.  The  build¬ 
ing  was  later  sold  to  John  Deere,  who  con¬ 
ducted  a  boarding  house.  Charles  Nunn  in 
1874  erected  the  Rice  Lake  Hotel  on  the 
northwest  corner  of  Main  and  Messenger 
Streets.  This  house  has  been  moved  and 
is  a  part  of  the  present  residence  of  Dr. 
T.  A.  Charron.  Daniel  Dargan  erected  a 
combined  saloon  and  residence.  Residences 
were  also  erected  by  Newton  C.  Abbott  on 
the  corner  south  of  the  present  Tourist 
Hotel,  by  C.  W.  Carpenter  and  George 
Anderson. 

The  Rice  Lake  Chronotype  made  its  first 
appearance  on  Sept.  9,  1874,  with  C.  W. 
Carpenter  as  editor.  William  L.  Abbott 
assisted  In  organizing  the  paper  but  with¬ 
drew  before  the  first  Issue.  The  editor 
frankly  speaks  of  starting  the  paper  ‘in  a 
new  and  almost  unbroken  wilderness."  Com¬ 
plaint  is  made  that  the  mall  service  is 
wretched,  it  taking  two  weeks  to  get  an 
answer  to  a  letter  from  Eau  Claire.  Most 
of  the  advertisements  were  from  outside 
towns,  Menomonle,  Eau  Claire  and  Chippewa 
Falls.  A  few  were  from  Rice  Lake.  Knapp. 
Stout  ft  Co.  advertised  a  saw,  planing  and 
feed  mill.  They  also  had  a  blacksmith  and 
general  wagon  shop  In  charge  of  George 
Anderson.  H.  J.  Sill  and  E.  M.  Sexton,  the 
latter  the  district  attorney,  had  lawyers’ 
cards,  and  Ed.  C.  Coleman  had  a  card  as 
notary  public  and  deputy  county  treasurer. 

In  1876  a  brewery  was  established  by 
Charles  Salle.  It  passed  through  various 
hands  and  flourished  for  several  decades. 
Another  was  started  later. 

Rice  Lake  was  platted  Sept.  25,  1875,  by 
Knapp,  Stout  ft  Co.  The  surveyor  was 
J.  W.  Remington.  South  Rice  Lake  was 
platted  May  22,  1884,  on  land  owned  by 
Andrew  Talnter,  Egbert  B.  Bundy,  Robert 
Macauley,  Edward  B.  Malnwaring  and 
Joseph  H.  Gates.  Louis  W.  Leete  was  the 
surveyor.  It  was  replatted  In  the  name  of 
Robert  Macauley  July  80,  1885,  Thomas 
Parker  being  the  surveyor.  The  plat  was 
partly  vacated  Nov.  6,  1885.  Various  addi¬ 
tions  have  been  made  to  both  plats. 

Charles  S.  Taylor,  writing  from  Rice  Lake, 
July  2,  1876,  says:  "Between  Rice  Lake  and 
Barron,  twelve  miles,  over  half  the  distance 
is  heavily  wooded  with  hard  wood;  part  of 
the  distance  Is  covered  with  pine,  or  has 
been  so  covered. 

"Rice  Lake  is  nicely  situated  in  the  midst 
of  a  level  tract  of  country.  The  soil  in  the 
village  is  rather  light,  but  all  around,  ex¬ 
cept  toward  the  south  and  southwest,  the 
soil  Is  excellent.  The  lake  Is  on  the  east 
The  river,  Red  Cedar,  flows  out  of  it  to  the 
west  for  a  short  distance,  then  south.  The 
village,  except  the  company’s  part  is  on  the 
north  side  of  the  river.  The  place  was 
almost  all  built  last  summer.  The  company 
have  quite  a  large  saw  mill,  also  a  grist 
mill.  They  have  quite  a  store,  the  only  one 
in  town.  They  have  a  large  hotel;  also  a 
large  boarding  house  for  their  own  men. 
The  company  also  has  other  buildings,  large 
and  commodious,  which  I  have  not  men- 
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tloned.  All  their  buildings  are  nicely  paint¬ 
ed.  The  river  and  lake  as  dammed  here, 
furnish  a  large  reservoir  for  the  company's 
logs." 

Knapp,  Stout  ft  Co.  continued  their  opera¬ 
tions  here  for  many  years.  The  sawmill 
and  grist  mill  were  operated  together  until 
the  winter  of  1879-80,  when  the  company 
put  in  improvements  in  the  mill,  increasing 
its  sawing  capacity,  added  a  planing  depart¬ 
ment,  and  erected  a  water  power  grist  mill 
further  down  the  river.  In  1888,  the  stones 
were  taken  from  the  grist  mill,  five  sets  of 
rollers  installed,  giving  It  a  daily  capacity 
of  100  barrels,  and  the  name  Rice  Lake 
Roller  Mills  adopted.  In  1890  the  saw  and 
planing  mill  was  leased  to  the  Rice  Lake 
Lumber  Co.  But  the  logging  operations  of 
the  Knapp,  Stout  ft  Co.  continued,  the 
headquarters  for  some  25  lumber  camps  be¬ 
ing  maintained  here,  as  well  as  a  large  gen¬ 
eral  store,  the  blacksmith  and  general  re¬ 
pair  shops,  and  a  log-sled  manufacturing 
plant.  Logs  were  towed  through  the  lake 
by  the  steamer  “Lady  of  the  Lake”  and 
floated  down  to  the  mills  at  Menomonle. 
The  Rice  Lake  Roller  Mills  continued  to 
operate  until  Oct.  20,  1911,  when  they  were 
burned,  and  never  rebuilt. 

In  1885,  Melkeljohn  ft  Hatten  established 
a  factory  here  for  the  manufacture  of  barrel 
stock.  The  company  was  represented  here 
by  E.  Hartel.  In  the  days  of  its  activity  it 
gave  employment  to  about  forty  men.  It 
had  a  cutting  capacity  of  50,000  staves  in 
24  hours,  or  stock  for  about  1,000  barrels 
daily.  Mr.  Hartel  continued  In  the  stave 
business  until  1907. 

The  Rutter  Hub  ft  Spoke  Co.  was  estab¬ 
lished  in  Rice  Lake  in  1886,  having  been 
originated  in  Kaukauna,  Wis.,  in  1869.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  years  of  its  activity  here  it  had  an 
annual  output  of  some  45,000  sets  of  spokes, 
and  60,000  sets  of  hubs. 

The  Rice  Lake  Lumber  Co.  was  incorpo¬ 
rated  May  28,  1883,  by  O.  H.  Ingram,  W.  P. 
Tearse  and  William  K.  Coffin,  the  original 
capital  being  6500,000;  later  considerably 
Increased.  The  company  acquired  large 
tracts  of  pine  lands  along  the  tributaries  to 
the  Menomonie,  and  also  large  stretches  of 
land  of  mixed  pine  and  hardwood  between 
Long  and  Cedar  Lakes,  and  along  Big 
Chetek,  Slim  Lake  and  Lake  Slssabagama. 
In  1890  this  company  leased  the  sawmill  and 
planing  mill  of  the  Knapp,  Stout  ft  Co. 
They  quickly  built  up  the  biggest  industry 
in  the  city.  They  erected  extensive  saw¬ 
mills  and  planing  works,  with  large  lumber 
yards,  with  a  capacity  of  36,000,000  feet  of 
lumber  annually,  in  addition  to  great  quan¬ 
tities  of  lath  and  shingles.  In  1919  the  plant 
was  sold  to  the  Park  Falls  Lumber  Co.  It  is 
credited  with  having  the  largest  hardwood 
plant  in  the  Northwest. 

The  Rice  Lake  Manufacturing  Co.,  the 
Ashland  Manufacturing  Co.  and  C.  Mercier 
ft  Sons  do  general  woodworking.  The  Ham- 
mond-Olsen  Lumber  Co.  has  an  extensive 
plant.  The  Rice  Lake  Excelsior  Co.  has  a 
large  establishment  The  MacKlnnan  Manu¬ 
facturing  Co.  manufactures  spokes  and 
hubs. 


C.  Mercier  ft  Sons,  consisting  of  Cyrille 
Mercier  and  his  son,  Charles,  had  its  origin 
in  1883,  when  Cyrille  Mercier  came  to  Rice 
Lake,  and  started  in  the  general  carpenter 
and  building  line.  In  1889  he  erected  a  saw¬ 
mill.  In  1916  he  branched  out  along  broader 
lines,  erecting  a  shop  in  which  the  firm 
makes  sash  and  doors,  and  does  general 
cabinet  work.  The  son  Charles,  was  ad¬ 
mitted  as  a  partner  in  1917. 

The  Rice  Lake  Manufacturing  Co.  was 
organized  in  the  spring  of  1893,  by  O.  T. 
Johnson,  J.  H.  Tandberg,  J.  Shelrud  and  A. 
Hanson,  and  for  several  years  manufactured 
bank  and  office  fixtures,  sash,  doors,  blinds 
and  interior  finishing. 

The  F.  MacKinnon  Manufacturing  Co. 
was  organized  at  Wisconsin  Rapids,  this 
state,  in  1879,  by  F.  MacKinnon,  for  the 
manufacture  of  wagon  hubs  and  spokes 
from  Wisconsin  oak.  In  1902  the  company 
entered  into  the  farm  wagon  business,  and 
put  on  the  market  the  MacKinnon  Wagons, 
with  several  distinct  features,  such  as  metal 
covered  hubs,  the  MacKinnon  steel  and 
wood  axel,  and  hollow  steel  stake.  In  the 
meantime  the  company  continued  the  manu¬ 
facture  of  hubs,  spokes,  axels,  and  the  like. 
As  the  supply  of  oak  was  exhausted  in  Wis¬ 
consin,  John  Schnabel,  who  had  been  asso¬ 
ciated  with  Mr.  MacKinnon  from  the  begin¬ 
ning,  experimented  with  various  woods,  and 
finally  succeeded  in  establishing  the  yellow 
birch  hub  as  a  substitute  for  the  oak.  In 
time  the  company  added  a  line  of  steel  con¬ 
tractors’  dump  wagons.  In  1915,  the  com¬ 
pany  bought  a  birch  hub  factory  located  at 
Hannibal,  Wis.  In  1919  it  purchased  another 
hub  factory  located  by  the  Shaw  Company 
at  Crandon,  Wis.  In  1920,  Influenced  by  the 
Park  Falls  Lumber  Co.,  from  which  the  com¬ 
pany  had  purchased  birch  logs  for  several 
years,  and  encouraged  by  the  Rice  Lake 
Chamber  of  Commerce  it  was  decided  to 
combine  the  Hannibal  and  Crandon  fac¬ 
tories,  and  move  them  both  to  Rice  Lake. 
The  Park  Falls  Company  assured  the  Mac¬ 
Kinnon  Company  of  twenty  years'  supply  of 
birch  logs,  gave  co-operation  and  assistance 
in  establishing  the  factory,  and  turned  over 
a  site  and  a  building.  The  MacKinnon  peo¬ 
ple  remodelled  the  building,  put  in  modern 
machinery  of  the  most  efficient  kind,  and 
started  operations  in  the  spring  of  1920. 
The  capacity  of  the  Rice  Lake  plant  is  60,000 
sets  (four  to  a  set)  of  hubs  each  year,  and 
20,000  sets  of  spokes.  Running  at  capacity 
the  plant  will  employ  about  seventy  men. 
John  Schnabel,  vice-president  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  had  much  to  do  with  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  the  plant  at  Rice  Lake.  F.  Mac¬ 
Kinnon,  the  president,  Is  now  practically  re¬ 
tired.  Both  these  men  are  among  the  best 
known  pioneer  woodworkers  in  Wisconsin. 
R.  M.  MacKinnon,  a  son  of  the  president,  is 
the  secretary  and  general  manager.  The 
other  vice-president  Is  J.  W.  Jenkins. 

The  nammond-Olsen  Lumber  Co.,  Inc.,  is 
located  at  the  corner  of  Cornell  and  Evans 
Streets,  where  the  premises  cover  a  full  city 
block,  with  additional  land  along  the  rail¬ 
road  where  are  the  coal  sheds  and  other 
storage  sheds.  In  addition  to  its  extensive 
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general  lumber  yard  and  fuel  business,  the 
company  carries  barn  and  other  equipment 
The  business  was  established  as  a  co-part¬ 
nership  by  the  Hammond-Chandler  Lumber 
Co.  in  1910,  was  Incorporated  in  1915  with  a 
capital  stock  of  $100,000,  and  In  1920  was 
succeeded  by  the  present  company.  B.  S. 
Hammond  Is  president,  A.  V.  Olson,  secre¬ 
tary  and  manager,  and  J.  E.  Rlckerman  Is 
also  actively  Interested.  Ole  Foss  has 
charge  of  a  branch  yard  at  Sarona. 

The  New  Idea  Potato  Machine  Co.  of  Rice 
I<ake  was  Incorporated  In  1918,  with  M.  A. 
Paulson  as  president  and  manager,  Christian 
Frederickson,  the  Inventor,  as  vice-presi¬ 
dent,  and  R.  C.  Chandler  as  secretary  and 
treasurer. 

The  company  started  operations  on  a 
small  scale  April  1, 1918,  in  a  small  one-story 
building.  August  1  of  the  same  year  it 
moved  to  larger  quarters.  The  present  com¬ 
modious  factory  was  occupied  Nov.  1,  1919. 
An  addition  has  since  been  built,  so  that 
there  is  now  a  floor  space  of  something  over 
12,700  square  feet.  The  company  manufac¬ 
tures  the  New  Idea  Potato  Graders  and  Con¬ 
veyor  System  and  other  appliances  and 
equipment. 

The  Chippewa  Falls  ft  Northern  Railway, 
now  operated  by  the  Chicago,  St.  Paul, 
Minneapolis  ft  Omaha  Railway,  started  run¬ 
ning  trains  to  Rice  Lake  In  1882  and  was 
extended  northward  the  next  year.  The 
Rice  Lake,  Oallas  ft  Menomonle  Railroad 
Co.,  now  operated  by  the  Minneapolis,  St. 
Paul  ft  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  was  organized  in 

1893.  J.  E.  Horsman,  now  of  the  Barron 
County  Telephone  Company,  was  the  prime 
mover  in  the  organization.  The  branch 
from  Rice  Lake  to  Cameron  was  built  in 

1894,  the  line  from  Barron  to  Ridgeland  in 

1900,  and  from  Rice  Lake  to  Reserve  in 

1901.  Rice  Lake  was  given  access  to  still 
another  region  in  1901,  when  the  Omaha 
built  a  branch  from  Tuscobia  to  Birchwood, 
and  the  next  year  extended  it  from  Birch- 
wood. 

Rice  Lake  was  incorporated  as  a  city  in 
1887.  The  first  officers  were:  Mayor,  D.  M. 
Monteith;  city  clerk,  F.  M.  Angel:  treasurer, 
Ole  E.  Wangnild;  assessor,  George  Collan; 
city  attorney,  William  P.  Swift.  Aldermen 
— First  ward,  William  Boehmer,  Nelse  Sher- 
vey;  second  ward,  C.  A.  Gesell,  H.  Strehlau; 
third  ward.  August  Boll,  John  Schneider; 
fourth  ward,  Henry  Wilz,  H.  W.  Drake.  Su¬ 
pervisors — First  ward,  W.  C.  Miller;  second 
ward,  H.  M.  Hilliker;  third  ward,  S.  F.  New¬ 
man;  fourth  ward,  A.  M.  Olds. 

The  commission  form  of  government  was 
adopted  in  1912.  The  council  consisted  of 
a  mayor  and  two  commissioners,  who  re¬ 
ceived  a  salary  and  devoted  a  part  of  their 
time  to  city  affairs.  Under  this  system 
there  was  a  Library  Board,  a  Park  Board, 
a  Board  of  Public  Works,  a  Water  and  Light 
Board  and  a  Board  of  Health  appointed  by 
the  council.  The  Board  of  Education  has 
charge  of  the  schools  and  is  elected  direct¬ 
ly  by  the  people.  Late  in  1921  it  was  voted 
to  abolish  the  commission  form  of  govern¬ 
ment,  and  to  return  to  the  old  system. 


The  municipal  improvements  of  Rice  Lake 
consist  of  the  waterworks,  sewer  system, 
electric  lights,  well-kept  bridges  and  streets, 
a  public  market  place,  a  beautiful  park,  and 
a  public  dumping  ground.  Its  buildings  con¬ 
sist  of  the  city  hall,  the  third  and  fourth 
ward  hose  houses,  the  park  buildings,  the 
electric  works  and  the  Isolation  house  for 
contagious  cases.  In  addition  to  its  public 
school  buildings,  the  city  owns  the  Training 
School  Building,  the  School  for  the  Deaf 
building.  It  also  owns  the  beautiful  Car¬ 
negie  Library  building.  Orchard  Beach 
cemetery  is  likewise  owned  by  the  city. 

The  present  city  hall  property,  on  the 
north  side  of  Marshall  Street,  about  half 
way  between  Main  Street  and  the  lake,  was 
acquired  at  the  time  the  city  was  organized. 
At  that  time  a  small  lock-up  was  standing 
thereon.  Thereafter  from  time  to  time  pro¬ 
vision  was  made  for  the  proper  housing  of 
fire  equipment  there.  In  the  meantime  the 
city  rented  from  James  Bracklin  the  upper 
floor  of  a  building  on  the  present  site  of  the 
Odd  Fellow  block,  and  there  the  council 
meetings  were  held.  After  the  “Courthouse 
Building,”  now  occupied  by  the  Barron 
County  Training  School,  was  erected,  it  was 
used  for  some  years  as  a  city  hall.  The 
contract  for  the  main  part  of  the  present 
city  building  to  be  erected  on  lots  6  and  7, 
block  6,  Lakeside  addition,  the  site  of  the 
former  lock-up  and  engine  house,  was  let 
March  25,  1902,  and  work  was  at  once  com¬ 
menced.  The  large  vault,  however,  was  not 
moved  from  the  "Courthouse  Building”  until 
1905.  The  city  hall  is  a  large  building  of 
red  brick,  with  offices  and  the  Are  depart¬ 
ment  equipment  on  the  main  floor,  and  audi¬ 
ence  and  council  chambers  on  the  second 
floor. 

The  building  now  occupied  by  the  Barron 
County  Training  School  was  erected  by  the 
city  in  1890,  and  was  to  be  presented  to  the 
county  as  a  courthouse.  But  the  county 
seat  aspirations  were  not  realized.  So.  as 
already  noted,  it  was  used  for  a  while  as  a 
city  hall.  It  has  also  been  used  as  a  High 
School  and  as  a  library,  and  has  been  de¬ 
voted  to  its  present  purpose  for  several 
years  past.  A  Jail,  not  far  away,  was  also 
erected  at  the  same  time. 

The  Rice  Lake  Volunteer  Fire  Depart¬ 
ment  was  organized  in  May,  1889,  with  the 
following  officers:  Chief.  J.  Horby  Butcher; 
assistant  chief,  S.  S.  Morrison;  secretary, 
F.  H.  Tuttle;  foreman  of  hose,  J.  P.  Schaaf; 
foreman  of  hook  and  ladder,  Joseph  Man- 
helm;  engineer,  D.  W.  McClench.  The 
equipment  consisted  at  that  time  of  a  Wat- 
rous  steamer,  “Rice  Lake  No.  1,”  a  hook 
and  ladder  truck,  a  hand  hose  cart,  800  feet 
of  carbonized  rubber  hose,  200  feet  of  rub¬ 
ber-lined  hose,  and  1,000  feet  of  linen  hose. 

The  waterworks  and  electric  light  system 
of  Rice  Lake  date  back  to  1892.  Long  be¬ 
fore  the  city  was  organized,  Knapp.  Stout 
ft  Co.  installed  a  few  lights  on  the  public 
streets,  furnished  the  oil,  and  provided  a 
lighter  and  tender.  After  the  city  was  or¬ 
ganized,  the  municipality  took  over  the  duty 
of  providing  the  oil.  In  1890,  W.  H.  Willard 
made  a  proposition  to  the  city  in  regard  to 
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establishing  a  waterworks  system,  and  S.  H. 
Pierce  in  regard  to  establishing  an  electric 
light  system.  After  extended  negotiations 
a  franchise  was  granted  on  July  12,  1892,  to 
the  Rice  Lake  Waterworks  Co.  to  supply 
the  city  with  waterworks  and  an  electric 
light  system.  The  waterworks  were  com¬ 
pleted  and  approved  Oct.  29,  1892,  and  the 
electric  current  was  first  turned  on  for  the 
street  lights  May  9,  1893.  Jan.  13,  1902,  the 
city  voted  to  take  over  both  systems.  June 
1,  1909,  a  contract  was  let  with  the  Red 
Cedar  River  Electric  Co.,  incorporated  Dec. 
24, 1908,  by  J.  S.  Crisler,  Oscar  Hooey,  N.  W. 
Bailey  and  N.  O.  Strand,  to  furnish  the  city 
electric  power  from  its  plant  near  the  dam. 
This  was  the  beginning  of  the  twenty-four 
hour  service  in  the  city.  In  1910,  the  con¬ 
tract  was  renewed  for  ten  years.  When  the 
contract  expired  June  1,  1920,  the  city  re¬ 
opened  its  own  plant.  In  the  meantime,  the 
Red  Cedar  River  Electric  Co.,  which  had 
been  supplying  power  to  the  cities  of  Rice 
Lake,  Barron  and  Cameron,  was  sold  in  1916 
to  the  Wisconsin-Mlnnesota  Light  ft  Power 
Co.  This  company  is  still  furnishing  the 
city  power  to  supplement  the  power  fur¬ 
nished  by  the  city  plant 

The  city  water  supply  of  Rice  Lake  is 
obtained  from  a  6-inch  well,  220  feet  deep, 
20  feet  In  the  sand  and  gravel.  200  feet  in 
sandstone,  striking  hard  rock,  probably 
granite  or  the  Barron  quartzite  formation 
at  bottom.  The  elevation  of  the  surface  of 
the  well  is  1,146  feet.  The  water  level  is 
about  16  feet  below  the  surface.  Private 
wells  in  the  city  are  generally  from  15  to 
40  feet  deep  in  the  sand  and  gravel. 

The  White  Way,  consisting  of  four  blocks 
of  five  cluster  lights  on  poles  of  ornamental 
iron  work,  was  installed  by  popular  sub¬ 
scription  in  1912.  Main  Street,  which  the 
White  Way  adorns.  Is  a  beautiful  thorough¬ 
fare,  100  feet  wide,  extending  the  whole 
length  of  the  city.  Four  blocks  of  the  street 
were  paved  with  creosote  blocks  in  1914. 
The  sewer  system,  which  extends  through 
the  principal  streets  of  the  city  had  its  be¬ 
ginning  May  6,  1910,  when  the  first  con¬ 
tract  was  let  The  dumping  grounds  on  the 
north  side  were  acquired  in  1909.  The  iso¬ 
lation  house  for  contagious  cases  is  a  small 
dwelling  purchased  in  1920. 

The  market  place  had  proved  quite  a  con¬ 
venience  to  the  farmers.  It  consists  of  a 
well-located  open  lot.  A  part  of  it  was  pur¬ 
chased  from  Nathan  B.  Noble  Dec.  19,  1890, 
and  a  part  from  John  N.  Thorp,  Aug.  8,  1906. 

Orchard  Beach  Cemetery  was  presented 
to  the  city  in  1890  by  James  Bracklin.  At 
that  time  lots  were  already  owned  by  George 
Colan,  C.  J.  Spaulding,  Mrs.  Wilson  Ward, 
Mrs.  Martha  Hanlel  and  others.  In  making 
the  present,  Mr.  Bracklin  stipulated  that 
reservations  should  be  made  for  the  poor, 
for  all  ex-soldiers,  and  for  himself. 

The  Rice  Lake  Park,  about  three  acres 
in  extent,  is  a  beautiful  piece  of  land,  on 
the  shores  of  Rice  Lake  in  the  center  of 
the  city.  It  is  beautifully  laid  out  with 
trees,  shrubs  and  flowering  plants,  and  has 
a  most  picturesque  hedge.  Cement  walks 
make  all  parts  of  the  park  of  easy  access. 


One  of  the  beauties  of  the  park  is  the  artis¬ 
tic  cement  bandstand  with  pergola  top. 
There  is  also  a  suitable  drinking  fountain. 
Several  small  buildings  have  been  erected 
for  the  convenience  of  the  public.  The  Rice 
Lake  Parts  Association,  now  succeeded  by  the 
Park  Board  of  the  municipal  government, 
was  incorporated,  Aug.  10,  1901,  the  incor¬ 
porators  being  James  Robbins,  E.  L.  Everts, 
E.  Knudson,  Sewell  A.  Peterson,  E.  N. 
Bowers,  John  C.  Signor,  O.  M.  Sattre,  P.  M. 
Parker,  Charles  F.  Nunn  and  E.  Hartel.  The 
park  was  presented  to  the  Association,  by 
Knapp,  Stout  ft  Co.,  Sept.  9,  1901,  with  the 
stipulation  that  it  shall  revert  to  the  owners 
if  it  is  ever  used  for  other  than  park  pur¬ 
poses  for  two  consecutive  years.  It  was  un¬ 
derstood  that  the  park  was  to  be  improved 
within  three  years  without  expense  to  the 
city  treasurer.  Near  the  close  of  this  period 
the  Association  had  but  $9.00  in  the  treas¬ 
ury.  It  was  then  reorganized  with  E.  Knud¬ 
son  as  president,  E.  L.  Everts  as  treasurer, 
and  James  Robbins  as  secretary.  Mr.  Knud¬ 
son  took  active  charge  and  for  the  next  few 
months  devoted  much  of  his  time  to  park 
affairs.  A  celebration  on  July  4,  1904,  con¬ 
ducted  on  an  extensive  scale,  brought  about 
$900.  Other  money  was  raised  by  means  of 
ball  games,  entertainments  and  private  sub¬ 
scriptions,  until  the  sum  of  $1,300  had  been 
gathered.  Under  Mr.  Knudson’s  direction 
the  park  was  improved,  a  dormitory  erected, 
a  fountain  built,  walks  laid  out  and  flowers 
and  shrubs  planted.  Gradual  improvements 
have  since  been  made.  The  present  band¬ 
stand  was  put  up  in  the  summer  of  1920. 

The  first  school  in  Rice  Lake  was  estab¬ 
lished  in  1874,  in  a  Knapp,  Stout  ft  Co. 
building  on  the  south  side.  Miss  Emma 
Cheney  was  the  first  teacher.  About  the 
same  time  two  private  schools  were  taught, 
one  by  Mrs.  Newton  C.  Abbott,  in  her  home, 
on  the  southwest  corner  of  Main  and  Hum- 
bird  Streets,  and  one  by  Miss  Anna  Fisher, 
in  a  private  home  in  one  of  the  Knapp, 
Stout  ft  Co.  tenement  houses  near  the  com¬ 
pany  store.  The  first  schoolhouse  was 
erected  in  1876,  on  West  Newton  street,  on 
what  is  now  the  “Omaha’'  right  of  way. 
This  building  was  moved  to  Humblrd  street 
and  used  as  a  residence.  It  is  now  used 
as  a  woodshed  by  Paul  Siem.  The  first 
teacher  in  this  building  was  James 
Barton.  From  there  the  school  was 
moved  to  the  old  Knapp,  Stout  ft  Co.  build¬ 
ing.  erected  for  a  courthouse,  on  the  corner 
of  Main  and  Messenger  Streets,  the  present 
site  of  the  Odd  Fellow  block.  The  brick 
building,  now  the  First  Ward  School,  was 
erected  in  1880,  and  the  same  year,  F.  D. 
Ensign,  of  the  River  Falls  Normal  School, 
became  the  first  superintendent.  His  wife 
had  charge  of  the  primary  department. 

Since  Mr.  Ensign  the  heads  of  the  city 
schools  have  been:  J.  H.  Gates,  F.  B. 
Hawes,  A.  J.  Hogan,  L.  M.  Roberts,  C.  D. 
Kipp,  J.  W.  Creekmur,  George  McGregor, 
E.  C.  McClelland,  H.  A.  Snowden,  A.  H. 
Cole,  Leo  C.  Schusman,  H.  J.  Steeps  and 
E.  S.  Hirsch.  The  title  of  principal  has 
been  replaced  by  that  of  superintendent. 
Previous  to  this  for  some  years,  the  title 
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of  superintendent  had  rested  in  a  local  man, 
appointed  by  the  school  board,  and  not 
actively  connected  with  the  teaching  staff. 

The  school  was  under  the  district  system 
of  government  until  1890,  when  an  amend¬ 
ment  to  the  city  charter  created  a  city  board 
of  education.  The  first  paid  secretary  of 
the  board  was  Sewell  A.  Peterson,  at  one 
time  treasurer  of  the  state  of  Wisconsin, 
and  for  some  years  a  commanding  figure 
here.  He  was  followed  In  turn  by  B.  I. 
Bliss,  F.  B.  Tomkins  and  C.  I.  Perry. 

The  present  board  of  education  Is  con¬ 
stituted  as  follows:  Mrs.  Katherine  West 
(president),  C.  L.  Perry  (secretary),  John 
Jacobson,  John  Johnson  and  Mrs.  Josephine 
Moe. 

The  educational  plant  of  the  city  now 
consists  of  a  magnificent  high  school  and 
four  ward  schools.  In  the  first  ward  school 
yard,  there  Is  also  a  small  temporary  build¬ 
ing  which  is  likewise  used  for  school  pur¬ 
poses. 

The  first  high  school  class  was  gradu¬ 
ated  in  June,  1882.  The  members  of  the 
class  were:  Rosa  Roan,  Rosa  Washburn 
(French),  Mrs.  C.  B.  (Ruth  Deery)  Foote, 
Ruth  Holbrook  (Horsman),  Kate  Heller 
(Fitch),  Augusta  Peterson,  Nellie  Hathaway 
(McFarlane),  William  Whitaker,  Milton 
Booth,  Clarence  Soper  and  John  Tester.  Of 
these  Mrs.  J.  B.  (Nellie  Hathaway)  McFar¬ 
lane,  Mrs.  J.  E.  (Ruth  Holbrook)  Horsman. 
and  Mrs.  C.  E.  (Ruth  Deery)  Foote  are  the 
only  ones  who  live  in  Rice  Lake  at  the 
present  time. 

Postal  service  in  the  logging  camp  days 
was  In  the  hands  of  Knapp,  Stout  *  Co., 
who  had  the  mail  brought  from  Menomonle 
with  “tote”  teams,  and  distributed  to  their 
loggers  and  other  employes.  In  1874  regular 
mail  service  was  established,  the  trip  being 
made  by  the  carrier  once  a  week  from  Me- 
nomonie,  by  way  of  Prairie  Farm  and  Bar¬ 
ron.  The  following  year,  a  semi-weekly 
service  was  Inaugurated.  In  1877  there  was 
a  tri-weekly  delivery  from  Chippewa  Falls. 
With  the  coming  of  the  railroad  in  1882, 
the  village  was  provided  with  a  daily  mall. 

When  the  regular  mall  service  was  es¬ 
tablished  in  1874,  Dr.  B.  T.  Whinnery,  pio¬ 
neer  physician,  was  made  postmaster.  He 
kept  it  in  the  Knapp,  Stout  A  Co.  store,  lo¬ 
cated  where  the  hide  and  fur  house  is  now 
situated,  south  of  the  river  and  east  of  the 
street.  Since  then  the  successive  postmas¬ 
ters  have  been:  E.  T.  Bodlngton,  Al.  Lath, 
Julius  Peterson,  O.  B.  Wangnlld,  J.  B.  Hors¬ 
man,  Peter  E.  Olsen  and  Dr.  W.  H.  Dunn. 
Peter  E.  Olsen  had  the  longest  term,  serving 
from  1897  to  1916.  During  his  administra¬ 
tion  city  delivery  was  established,  and  six 
rural  routes  Inaugurated.  Dr.  Dunn,  who 
followed  him.  Is  the  present  postmaster.  In 
1922  he  moved  the  office  to  its  present  loca¬ 
tion  in  the  old  Citizens  State  Bank  building, 
southeast  corner  of  Main  and  Newton 
streets. 

Co.  A,  Tenth  Separate  Battalion,  Wiscon¬ 
sin  National  Guard,  was  organized  In  1898, 
v»th  Captain  E.  K.  Braylon,  First  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Charles  Beecher  and  Second  Lieu¬ 
tenant  V.  H.  Paradis  in  charge,  in  1915 


this  company  became  the  Machine  Gun 
Company  of  the  Third  Regiment,  W.  N.  G. 
In  1916  it  was  called  to  the  Mexican  border 
,and  spent  several  months  there. 

In  April,  1917,  it  was  called  into  service 
for  the  World  War,  and  at  first  was  sta¬ 
tioned  at  Superior  to  guard  the  ore  docks. 
In  September  it  trained  at  Camp  Douglas, 
Wls.,  and  then  went  to  Camp  McArthur, 
Texas,  where  it  became  a  part  of  the  32nd 
Division  as  Co.  A,  121st  Machine  Gun  Bat¬ 
talion.  The  company  went  overseas  in  Feb¬ 
ruary,  1918,  and  achieved  great  distinction 
on  the  field  of  battle. 

Since  the  war  the  company  has  been  des¬ 
ignated  as  Co.  H,  128th  Infantry,  and  re¬ 
mains  a  machine  gun  company. 

Since  its  organization,  the  company  has 
had  the  following  captains:  Sewell  A.  Peter¬ 
son,  Herman  Boortz,  Frank  G.  Peterson, 
Dan.  Remington,  John  McCullum  and  James 
8colman.  The  following  have  served  the 
company  as  lieutenants:  Leslie  Everts,  Jas¬ 
per  Olsen,  John  Holtz,  Eugene  Mattlson, 
it.  C.  Peck,  Robert  Phillips,  Ervin  Hurlburt, 
I1  Yank  McCrank  and  Karl  Holt*. 

Beeides  the  Machine  Gun  Company  from 
Mice  Lake,  Barron  County  had  an  Infantry 
company  which  was  organized  in  July,  1917, 
for  World  War  service.  Inis  was  Co.  F, 
Sixth  Wisconsin  Infantry,  with  Captain  R.  C. 
Peck,  First  Lieutenant  Lee  Hoyden  and  Sec¬ 
ond  Lieutenant  Roy  Aune  as  officers. 

This  company  trained  at  Rice  Lake  and 
Camp  Douglas,  Wls.,  then  at  Camp  McAr¬ 
thur,  Texas,  where  they  became  a  part  of  the 
32nd  Division,  the  larger  portion  of  the  com¬ 
pany  being  transferred  to  Truck  Company 
No.  5,  107  Supply  Train,  and  going  overseas. 

Eleven  church  edifices  supply  the  religious 
needs  of  the  people  of  Rice  Lake.  These 
churches  are:  Bethany  Norwegian  Luth¬ 
eran,  Rev.  O.  M.  Kleven,  pastor;  St  Joseph's 
Roman  Catholic,  Rev.  A.  J.  Van  Helden; 
Methodist  Episcopal,  Rev.  C.  E.  Burdon; 
Presbyterian,  Rev.  L.  F.  Badger;  Emanuel 
Swedish  Lutheran,  Rev.  A.  E.  Bomgren; 
Evangelical  Association,  Rev.  A.  F.  Wen- 
dorf;  German  Lutheran,  Rev.  Fritz  Wich- 
ser;  Grace  Protestant  Episcopalian,  Rev. 
M.  B.  Goodall;  Church  of  God;  First  Church 
of  Christ  Scientist 

Four  other  pastors  reside  here.  Rev.  J.  E. 
Nord,  for  many  years  pastor  of  the  Bethany 
Norwegian  Lutheran  Church  and  the  founder 
of  nearly  all  the  Norwegian  churches  in  this 
part  of  the  state,  continued  to  make  this  bis 
home.  Rev.  J.  E.  Kundert  district  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Superior  district  of  the  West 
Wisconsin  conference  of  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  lives  here.  Rev.  J.  N.  Mills 
and  T.  L.  Hancock,  retired  pastors  of  the 
same  denominations,  also  live  here. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  In  the 
year  1836,  Rev.  Alfred  Brunson  was  trans¬ 
ferred  from  Pittsburg  to  the  Illinois  Confer¬ 
ence  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and 
was  appointed  superintendent  of  the  Indian 
Missions  on  the  upper  Mississippi.  He  took 
up  his  residence  at  Prairie  du  Chlen,  and 
from  there  made  a  number  of  Interesting 
trips.  In  1842  he  was  appointed  sub-Indian 
agent  for  the  Bad  River  band  of  Chippewa 
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Indians  of  Lake  Superior,  with  a  station  at 
La  Points  on  Madeline  Island.  The  usual 
route  from  Prairie  du  Chlen  to  La  Polnte 
was  by  way  of  the  Wisconsin  Hirer,  the 
Portage,  Pox  River,  Green  Bay,  Lake  Michi¬ 
gan,  Sault  8te  Marie  and  Lake  Superior.  But 
some  English  miners  in  the  southwestern 
part  of  the  state,  wishing  to  go  to  the  copper 
mines  on  Lake  Superior,  on  hearing  of  Mr. 
Brunson’s  appointment  proposed  to  him  that 
they  join  forces,  secure  the  necessary  teams, 
horses,  oxen  and  wagons  and  make  the  trip 
overland.  There  was  then  no  road  above 
Prairie  du  Chien.  But  the  proposition  was 
accepted  and  the  trip  made.  The  route  fol¬ 
lowed  by  this  expedition  crossed  the  eastern 
part  of  Barron  County.  Mr.  Brunson’s  nar¬ 
rative  of  the  trip  mentions  a  pipe  stone 
quarry  in  what  is  now  Barron  County.  There 
are  three  pipestone  quarries  northeast  of 
Canton.  Mr.  Bronson  therefore  passed  to  the 
eastward  of  that  village.  Which  side  of  the 
Cbetek  lakes  the  party  passed  is  not  known. 
From  the  quarry  the  course  lay  due  north 
some  ten  miles  to  where  they  crossed  the  Red 
Cedar  (Menomonle)  River  below  Cedar 
Lake. 

In  1856  the  Minnesota  conference  was 
formed.  In  1859  at  the  fourth  session  of  the 
Minnesota  Conference,  held  at  St.  Anthony, 
now  Minneapolis,  John  Dyre  was  appointed 
wo  a  circuit  then  known  as  Dunvllle  and 
Menomonle,  and  largely  consisting  of  what 
is  now  Dunn  County. 

He  came  to  the  outlet  of  Rice  Lake  in  the 
summer  of  1860.  Just  what  route  he  fol¬ 
lowed  is  unknown  as  no  mention  is  made  in 
his  narrative  of  any  place  until  he  reached 
what  he  calls  “Grover’s  Camp,”  one  and 
a  half  miles  from  the  outlet  of  the  lake. 
There  he  left  his  horse  in  the  old  lumber 
camp  stable  because  the  trail  was  blocked 
by  fallen  timber.  Prom  this  point  he  pro¬ 
ceeded  on  foot  until  he  reached  the  lake 
about  half  way  to  the  outlet,  where  he  found 
some  Indian  women  fishing.  He  pursuaded 
these  Indians  te  take  him  by  canoe  to  their 
camp  at  the  outlet  where  he  found  about 
twenty  Indians,  but  no  whites. 

That  same  evening  a  French  half  breed 
who  could  talk  no  English  took  him  back  to 
“Grover’s  Camp.”  They  arrived  just  at  the 
beginning  of  a  terrible  thunder  storm.  Dyre 
had  only  a  small  piece  of  bread  and  butter 
for  supper,  slept  on  some  old  hay  in  the 
stable,  and  in  the  morning  with  no  break¬ 
fast  turned  his  face  southward  toward  the 
nearest  settlement  on  the  Hay  River,  which 
was  probably  the  Prairie  Farm  settlement. 

He  says  that  there  had  recently  been  a 
battle  between  the  Sioux  and  the  Chippewa 
near  this  settlement  and  that  the  battle 
scars  on  the  trees  were  still  visible.  There 
he  held  service,  the  first  of  its  kind  in  that 
settlement,  and  probably  the  first  in  what  is 
now  Barron  County.  The  attendance  was 
about  thirty-five,  and  those  present  were  “all 
attention”.  The  congregation  probably  con¬ 
sisted  of  the  Knapp-Stout  employes  at 
Prairie  Farm,  and  the  few  settlers  scattered 
near  the  county  line  to  the  southward. 

Methodism  probably  came  to  Barron 
County  chiefly  through  Chippewa  Falls, 


which  first  appears  in  the  conference  min¬ 
utes  of  1849  as  Chippewa  Mission.  From 
year  to  year  the  outpoints  on  this  charge 
were  steadily  pushed  northward,  and  were 
in  turn  replaced  by  separate  charges.  Van- 
vale,  fifteen  miles  northwest  of  Chippewa 
Falls  was  made  a  separate  charge  in  1868, 
and  Bloomer  in  1869.  In  1874,  H.  H.  bitter 
was  appointed  to  the  Bloomer  charge  in  the 
Chippewa  district.  When  appointed  he  lived 
at  Vanvllle.  He  preached  more  or  less  regu¬ 
larly  at  Rice  Lake. 

In  the  spring  of  18/5,  Mr.  Sllter  resigned 
for  personal  reasons  and  the  Presiding 
Elder,  W.  8.  Wright,  of  Eau  Claire,  appointed 
William  Galloway  to  succeed  him.  At  that 
time  services  were  held  regularly  by  the 
Methodists,  and  occasionally  by  other  de¬ 
nominations,  in  the  old  Court  House,  lo¬ 
cated  on  the  present  site  of  the  Odd  Fellow 
building  at  the  corner  of  Main  and  Messen¬ 
ger  streets.  A  Union  Sunday  school  met 
regularly  in  the  same  building. 

In  the  fall  of  1876,  the  Barron  County  Cir¬ 
cuit  was  created,  to  which  Mr.  Galloway  was 
appointed.  During  Mr.  Galloway’s  service, 
talk  of  a  Methodist  Church  building  com¬ 
menced,  but  the  building  did  not  material¬ 
ise  for  some  years.  The  “Methodist  Society” 
apparently  was  organized  in  1874,  or  prior 
thereto,  but  it  appears  impossible  to  fix  the 
date  accurately. 

In  these  days  the  financial  support  of  the 
pastor  was  a  rather  spasmodic  effort,  “dona¬ 
tions”  and  oyster  suppers  were  familiar  oc¬ 
currences,  the  usual  charge  being  fl.50  a 
couple.  Sometimes  the  supper  was  preceded 
by  an  afternoon  of  sports,  curling  being  a 
favorite  game.  In  the  spring  of  1876  the 
Chronotype  inquired  “When  are  we  to  have 
that  Donation  Party”?  The  editor  then  went 
on  to  say:  “Oliver  Cromwell  said:  ‘The  Lord 
is  on  our  side,  but  we  must  have  shoes.’ 
Brother  Galloway  believes  that  he  has  the 
good  will  of  all,  and  we  know  that  he  must 
have  money.” 

In  June,  1876,  the  Congregational  Church 
was  organized  at  Rice  Lake.  The  Congre- 
gationallsts  and  Methodists  then  alternated 
in  holding  services  in  “the  hall",  this  giving 
Hice  Lake  a  preaching  service  every  week. 

In  the  fall  of  this  year,  the  Barron  charge 
was  transferred  to  the  St.  Croix  District  of 
which  William  Haw  of  Hudson  was  presid¬ 
ing  elder.  W.  P.  Hathaway  was  appointed 
to  this  charge,  but  in  December  was  suc¬ 
ceeded  by  K.  A.  Fulmur  of  Prairie  Farm.  In 
January,  1877,  the  two  churches  joined  in  a 
three  weeks’  series  of  revival  meetings.  In 
April  a  choir  concert  was  held  in  the  hall, 
the  proceeds  to  go  toward  a  new  organ. 
Tickets  were  81.00  a  couple  and  prizes  were 
awarded.  Later  in  the  spring  Mr.  Hathaway 
resigned,  H.  C.  Carter,  also  of  Prairie  Farm 
being  appointed  by  the  conference  of  1877. 
In  1878  W.  8.  Taylor,  and  In  1879  J.  H*.  Mc¬ 
Manus  were  respectively  appointed  to  the 
Sumner  Circuit  which  included  Rice  Lake, 
ror  several  years,  W.  D.  Atwater  had  been 
presiding  elder  but  in  1881  he  was  succeeded 
by  M.  Benson,  then  of  Hudson.  At  the  same 
time  the  Rice  Lake  charge  was  created,  con¬ 
sisting  of  several  preaching  stations. 
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In  1882,  W.  E.  Robinson  was  appointed  to 
Rice  Lake.  The  superior  charge  was  created 
replacing  Rice  Lake  as  the  outpost  of  the 
church. 

The  reports  of  this  time  show  no  prop¬ 
erty  at  Rice  Lake.  The  number  of  proba¬ 
tioners  were  thirty-one,  and  of  full  members 
seventy-three.  The  minister’s  salary  was 
8500  of  which  there  was  a  flu  deficiency.  The 
benevolent  collections  amounted  to  |4o  and 
the  Bishop,  Presiding  Elder  and  Conference 
claimants  apportionments  were  paid  in  full. 
The  Sunday  school  continued  Union  in  name 
but  Methodist  in  fact,  as  were  all  the  Sunday 
schools  in  the  county. 

In  1883  the  St.  Croix  District  was  renamed 
the  Hudson  District,  Rice  Lake  being  made 
a  part  thereof.  The  presiding  elder  lived  in 
Madison.  In  the  meantime  the  number  of 
probationers  at  Rice  Lake  had  decreased  to 
four,  and  of  full  members  to  forty-eight.  Fin¬ 
ances  also  had  fallen  off. 

The  presiding  elder’s  reports  were  first  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  minutes  of  the  Conference  of 
1883.  According  to  Dr.  Benson’s  report  of 
this  year  the  Rice  Lake  charge  then  included 
three  villages. 

James  Conner,  a  local  preacher,  supplied 
at  Rice  Lake  in  the  year  1883  and  during 
the  closing  days  of  the  year  the  cornerstone 
of  the  new  church  was  laid.  The  charge  was 
feeble,  but  had  fine  opportunities  for  devel¬ 
opment  according  to  Dr.  Benson’s  report. 
Membership  and  finances  were  better  and  a 
Sunday  school  was  organized. 

Mr.  Connor  was  continued  by  the  Confer¬ 
ence  of  1884  but  the  charge  was  left  to  be 
supplied  in  1885  and  1886.  John  Haw  had 
charge  during  a  part  of  this  time  and  in 
Maroh,  1886,  the  Rice  Lake  church  was  dedi¬ 
cated,  valued  at  $1,800.  In  1886,  H.  W.  Bush- 
nell  succeeded  M.  Benson  as  presiding  elder, 
and  Barron  was  separated  from  the  Rice 
Lake  charge.  At  the  conference  of  1887,  the 
Ashland  District  was  created  and  Rice  Lake 
was  left  to  be  supplied.  Later  M.  C.  Alley 
was  secured,  and  under  his  direction  the 
membership  tripled  during  the  year.  Fin¬ 
ances  were  very  poor. 

Qeorge  Brown  was  appointed  for  the  year 
1888-90  and  saw  unprecedented  benevolent 
collections  and  large  payments  on  the  church 
debt  as  well  as  increased  membership.  He 
sacrificed  much  himself  financially.  E.  P. 
Sanderson  succeeded  him  in  1890.  Mr. 
Spears  left  late  in  the  year,  and  A.  W. 
Partch  was  secured  to  finish  the  year.  G.  W. 
Pepper  was  appointed  in  1892  and  S.  N. 
Griffith  in  1893,  1894  and  189b.  During  these 
years  the  church  grew  stronger  financially. 
A.  J.  Davis  was  made  presiding  elder  in  1893. 
A  parsonage  was  built  at  Rice  Lake  during 
the  year  1894-95.  W.  P.  Burrows  was  pastor 
in  this  charge  from  1896  to  1901.  In  1898 
the  entire  church  debt  was  removed  through 
a  gift  from  Mrs.  E.  A.  Spencer.  In  1901, 
A.  M.  Pilcher  of  Eau  Claire  being  presiding 
elder,  J.  N.  Mills  commenced  his  two  years' 
pastorate,  during  the  second  year  of  which 
F.  M.  Haight  was  appointed  presiding  elder. 
E.  D.  Johnson  succeeded  Mr.  Mills  and  also 
served  two  years.  During  the  second  year  of 
his  term,  the  old  church  property  on  Douglas 


street  was  disposed  of,  and  the  church  build¬ 
ing  was  moved  to  the  newly  purchased  lot  on 
Messenger  street  where  it  was  enlarged.  At 
the  end  of  these  improvements  the  indebted¬ 
ness  amounted  to  $400. 

In  1905,  L.  E.  Squires  succeeded  Mr.  John¬ 
son  and  in  turn  was  followed  by  H.  B.  Bor- 
tel  who  was  in  charge  two  years.  In  1908 
the  office  of  presiding  elder  was  changed  to 
that  of  district  superintendent  and  J.  W. 
Irish  was  appointed  to  fill  the  newly  named 
office.  In  the  same  year,  William  Philpott 
commenced  his  four-year  pastorate  at  Rice 
Lake.  He  was  followed  by  E.  R.  Little,  dur¬ 
ing  whose  pastorate  of  one  year  the  church 
was  rebuilt,  the  dedication  taking  place 
under  the  direction  of  Bishop  Quayle  in  the 
summer  of  1912. 

In  the  fall  of  1912,  C.  N.  Galloway  was  ap¬ 
pointed  pastor.  In  1914,  tne  Superior  Dis¬ 
trict  succeeded  the  Ashland  District,  and  Dr. 
J.  E.  Kundert  was  appointed  district  super¬ 
intendent  and  E.  L.  Cooper  pastor.  Dr.  Kun¬ 
dert  is  still  serving. 

During  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  E.  L.  Cooper, 
which  lasted  from  September,  1914,  to  Sep¬ 
tember,  1920,  much  advance  was  made  in 
every  direction.  The  church  membership 
was  increased  from  134  to  255;  the  value  of 
me  church  property  from  $12,000  to  $15,000; 
the  Sunday  school  enrollment  from  175  to 
217;  the  membership  in  the  Young  People’s 
Leagues  from  35  to  45;  the  ministerial  from 
$1,138  to  $2,070,  and  benevolent  offerings 
from  $137  to  $1,019.  The  church  indebted¬ 
ness  was  decreased  from  $6,725  to  $4,000. 

In  September,  1920,  the  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  was  held  at  Rice  Lake,  presided  over 
by  Bishop  Charles  Bayard  Mitchell,  D.  D., 
LL.  D.,  and  Rev.  C.  Ernest  Burdon  appointed 
pastor  at  Rice  Lake.  At  once  under  this 
new  leadership,  officials  of  the  various  de¬ 
partments  of  the  church  organised  closely 
for  an  advance  toward  certain  objectives  laid 
down  for  the  year,  and  by  careful  planning 
and  prayerful  working  the  plan,  the  objec¬ 
tive  was  passed  in  almost  every  Instance.  In 
the  one  year,  1920-21,  the  church  membership 
increased  from  255  to  354;  the  value  of  the 
church  property  from  $15,000  to  $22,000;  the 
Sunday  school  enrollment  from  217  to  308; 
to  membership  in  the  Young  People's  Socie¬ 
ties  from  45  to  147;  the  ministerial  support 
from  $2,070  to  $3,000;  and  the  benevolent 
offerings  from  $1,019  to  $2,005. 

The  coming  year  is  expected  to  be  the 
banner  year  in  the  history  of  the  church. 
Some  time  in  the  spring  the  Lakeside  Meth¬ 
odist  Hospital,  built  at  an  outlay  of  $150,000, 
will  be  dedicated.  It  is  expected,  too,  that  in 
the  near  future  a  new  church  plant  will  be 
erected,  fully  in  keeping  with  the  hospital. 

In  addition  to  the  flourishing  Sunday 
school,  and  the  Epworth  and  Junior  Leagues, 
the  church  has  a  flourishing  Ladies  Aid  So¬ 
ciety  and  other  organisations. 

The  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Rice 
Lake  was  constituted  Sept  9,  1883.  with 
Rev.  W.  V.  Chapin,  a  home  missionary,  as 
pastor. 

Mr.  Chapin  had  started  holding  services 
in  Rice  Lake  about  a  year  before,  the  meet¬ 
ings  being  held  in  the  old  building  now 
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standing  south  of  the  School  for  the  Deaf, 
but  then  located  on  the  present  site  of  the 
Odd  Fellows’  Block.  The  building  was  erect¬ 
ed  as  a  Courthouse  In  1874,  and  afterward 
used  for  various  purposes.  For  a  time  the 
upper  story  was  the  City  Hall,  and  for  a 
time  the  lower  story  was  the  postoffice.  The 
first  church  edifice  used  by  the  Presbyterians 
was  a  little  chapel  on  West  Humblrd  street, 
dedicated  Sept.  9,  1883.  Later  this  chapel 
was  moved  to  a  site  opposite  the  present 
cburch.  Mr.  Chapin  was  succeeded  in  1884 
uy  Rev.  S.  Phoenix.  He  was  succeeded  late 
in  1888  by  Rev.  William  Omelvena.  Mr. 
Omelvena  remained  but  a  short  time.  After 
his  departure  services  were  maintained  for 
a  while  by  Alden  Bliss,  a  local  layman.  Late 
in  December,  1889,  Rev.  Thomas  S.  Waller 
was  called  to  the  pulpit.  He  also  had  a 
charge  at  Chetek.  Neither  congregation  was 
self  supporting,  and  the  Home  Mission  So¬ 
ciety  contributed  funds  to  keep  the  churches 
open.  The  present  church  was  erected  in 
1893.  In  1894,  Mr.  Waller  was  succeeded  by 
the  Rev.  D.  C.  Jones,  who  remalnea  until 
1899.  Then  for  a  year  Rev.  Palm  was  pas¬ 
tor.  During  his  pastorate  the  “Manse  ’  was 
erected.  To  complete  this  building  $900  was 
borrowed  from  the  Church  Erection  Board. 
After  Mr.  Palm  left  for  a  while  there  was  a 
vacancy  in  the  pastorate.  Rev.  Lanman 
preached  here  for  a  few  months.  Next  Mr.. 
Koons,  a  student,  was  called,  and  occupied 
the  pulpit  for  a  year.  During  his  pastorate 
the  church  for  the  first  time  became  self 
supporting.  Mr.  Koons  was  succeeded  by 
Mr.  Erickson.  He  died  before  the  expiration 
of  his  first  year,  and  Mr.  Melrose,  a  student, 
was  called.  Under  his  supervision  an  annex 
to  the  church  was  constructed.  Mr.  Melrose 
resigned  and  Mr.  Conger,  a  student,  was 
called.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  he  went 
from  here  to  Russia  to  work  among  the  Ger¬ 
man  prisoners.  After  he  left  here  for  three 
months  there  was  no  regular  pastor  although 
the  pulpit  was  filled  every  Sunday.  Then 
Rev.  U.  G.  Lacey  was  called.  He  was  suc¬ 
ceeded  by  the  present  pastor.  Rev.  L.  F. 
Badger.  The  church  has  an  excellent  La¬ 
dies’  Aid  Society  organised  in  the  spring  of 
1883.  The  Sunday  school  and  the  other 
church  organisations  are  in  flourishing  con¬ 
dition. 

Mrs.  Horace  W.  Drake,  who  has  furnished 
the  Information  for  this  article  has  many 
interesting  stories  to  tell  of  the  work  of  the 
church  and  of  the  Ladies’  Aid  Society  in  the 
early  days.  She  says: 

“In  the  latter  part  of  August,  1882,  Mr. 
Drake  and  myself  started  from  Shell  Lake 
to  Rice  Lake.  After  reaching  Cumberland, 
in  Barron  County,  we  stopped  at  the  Colling- 
wood  House.  Upon  making  inquiry  we 
learned  from  the  proprietor  that  a  traveling 
missionary  was  about  to  start  out  with  a 
team  of  horses  that  Mr.  Montelth,  a  prom¬ 
inent  business  man,  had  left  at  the  hotel  to 
be  returned  to  Rice  Lake  by  some  reliable 
person.  It  was  then  that  we  made  the  ac¬ 
quaintance  of  the  Rev.  W.  V.  Chapin,  who 
consented  to  take  us  with  him.  After  a 
drive  of  eighteen  miles  over  the  rough  roads 
we  reached  Rice  Lake  in  safety  and  went  to 


the  home  of  my  sister.  There  my  mother 
met  the  missionary,  and  it  was  thus  that 
she  became  a  charter  member  of  the  church 
he  was  to  organize.  After  he  had  been 
preaching  here  about  six  months,  the  La¬ 
dies’  Aid  Society  was  organized,  with  about 
ten  members,  the  first  president  being  Mrs. 
Dean.  I  was  one  of  the  members.  We  did 
a  great  deal  of  entertaining.  Our  work  most 
of  the  time  was  giving  dinners  and  fairs, 
piecing  quilts,  making  comforters,  sewing 
carpet  rags  and  manufacturing  paper  flow¬ 
ers.  I  remember  that  I  made  one  bouquet  of 
roses  which  I  sold  to  Mr.  Nunn  for  fifty 
cents.  Our  annual  fairs  were  great  events, 
held  in  vacant  buildings,  and  lasting  from 
two  to  three  days.  The  members  manufac¬ 
tured  everything  sold,  and  sometimes  made 
as  much  as  $200  or  $300.  Our  society  worked 
hard  in  those  days  and  all  the  money  we 
made  we  paid  toward  the  minister’s  salary. 
When  the  first  little  chapel  was  to  be  cleaned 
before  it  was  opened,  we  cleaned  it  of  spat¬ 
tered  lime,  and  took  turns  scrubbing  the 
floors  and  windows.  The  first  heating  stove 
was  donated  by  Judge  Swift.  In  the  summer 
the  mosquitoes  were  a  great  nuisance,  and  In 
the  winter  time  the  pastor,  Mr.  Chapin,  had 
to  dig  a  path  through  the  deep  snow  so 
that  the  congregation  could  get  into  the 
chapel.  Three  of  our  pastors,  the  Rev. 
Messrs.  Koons,  Melrose  and  Conger,  brought 
their  brides  here.  The  church  is  now  in  a 
prosperous  condition,  and  in  watching  the 
eager  workers  of  the  younger  generation  in 
the  various  church  organizations,  we  older 
ones  are  glad  that  such  worthy  hands  are 
taking  up  the  task  of  carrying  on  the  work 
that  we  began  some  four  decades  ago.” 

The  Emanuel  Congregation  of  the  Swedish 
Lutheran  Church  of  Rice  Lake,  Wis.,  was  or¬ 
ganized  June  17,  1886.  Prior  to  this  time, 
Rev.  J.  D.  Nelsenius  of  Ashland,  Wis.,  had 
visited  Rice  Lake,  and  preached  the  gospel 
to  the  Scandinavians  there.  As  there  was 
no  church  building  at  the  time,  the  home  of 
Anders  Knudson  was  used  as  a  “church.” 
The  first  members  of  the  newly  organized 
congregation  were: 

Anders  Knudson  and  wife,  Anders  Sorder- 
strom  and  wife,  Nels  P.  Hornqulst  and  wife, 
A.  J.  Anderson  and  wife,  Jacob  Peterson  (the 
only  one  now  living,  1922)  and  wife. 

Rev.  Nelsenius  was  called  to  the  office  of 
vice  pastor  with  the  understanding  that  he 
should  visit  the  congregation  once  each 
month.  Coming  all  the  way  from  Ashland, 
Wis.,  twelve  times  in  the  year  and  for  tak¬ 
ing  general  charge  of  the  entire  work  he 
was  paid  the  sum  of  seventy-five  dollars. 
Thus  the  faithful  pioneer  continued  to  serve 
the  congregation  until  the  year  1891.  He 
was  succeeded  by  Rev.  August  Bengston, 
who  was  called  to  take  charge  of  the  work 
in  1891.  Rev.  Bengston  served  the  congrega¬ 
tion  but  four  years.  In  April,  1896,  Rev. 
A.  J.  Malmqulst  was  called.  He  served  the 
congregations  at  Rice  Lake,  Cumberland, 
Snell  Lake  and  Hayward,  until  the  early 
spring  of  1903. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  1897,  Anders 
Knudson  offered  to  donate  a  lot  if  the  con¬ 
gregation  would  proceed  to  erect  a  church. 
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This  was  accepted.  In  December,  the  same 
year,  an  extra  congregational  meeting  was 
held,  at  which  It  was  decided  to  erect  a 
church.  The  following  were  elected  to  serve 
on  the  Building  Committee:  Gustave  Flo- 
berg,  Andera  Knudson,  August  Nordeen,  Carl 
Anderson,  J.  Johnson  and  isack  Jon  son.  A 
church  was  finally  built  in  1898.  The  ceme¬ 
tery,  located  three  miles  southwest  of  the 
city,  was  secured  about  this  time. 

Rev.  Erick  Edmund,  M.  D„  succeeded  Rev. 
Malmqulst  in  the  year  of  1903  and  served 
until  spring  of  1906.  He  wall  succeeded  by 
Rev.  Olaf  Nordblad,  who  remained  but  one 
year.  In  1906  xtev.  J.  A.  Forstlund  was 
called.  He  served  the  congregation  for  three 
years  and  was  succeeded  in  1911  by  Rev. 
Elmer,  who  served  his  congregation  until 
his  death  in  1913.  Olaf  F.  Domay,  then  a 
student  in  the  Augustana  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary  at  Rock  Island,  Ill.,  was  called.  He  ac¬ 
cepted  and  served  until  the  spring  of  1918. 
Then  the  present  pastor.  Rev.  A.  E.  Qom- 
grew,  then  a  theological  student,  was  called, 
and  has  since  served. 

The  church  was  rebuilt  in  1920  at  the  cost 
of  approximately  310,000.  The  church  prop¬ 
erty,  the  cemetery  not  included,  is  now 
valued  at  316,600.  The  total  membership  is 
two  hundred  and  fifty  souls. 

The  Evangelical  Church  of  Rice  Lake 
dates  back  nearly  forty  years.  The  work 
of  the  Evangelical  Church  on  the  Rice  Lake 
Mission  started  in  the  year  1883.  Rev. 
David  Schneider  being  pastor  of  tbe  Barron 
County  Mission  and  living  at  Prairie  farm, 
came  over  to  Rice  Lake  and  held  services  in 
a  schoolhouse  two  miles  south  of  Rice  Lake, 
and  at  the  same  time  he  also  started  preach¬ 
ing  nine  miles  northwest  of  Rice  Lake,  what 
is  now  the  WIesner  Cnurch.  In  1894  a 
church  was  built  at  Rice  Lake,  Rev.  H. 
Ninneman  being  pastor.  At  the  Wiesner 
congregation  the  meetings  were  held  for  a 
number  of  years  in  the  houses,  but  during 
the  labor  of  Rev.  G.  E.  Zellmer  in  the  year 
1908,  a  church  was  built.  During  the  same 
year  a  church  was  also  built  five  miles 
north-west  of  Barron  which  is  known  as 
the  Hope  church.  A  parsonage  was  built  in 
Rice  Lake  in  1906. 

The  following  ministers  served  on  the 
field:  David  Schneider,  L.  M.  Slewert,  F.  A. 
Munat,  E.  W.  Gassman,  H.  Ninneman,  W.  F. 
Berg,  G.  H.  Scheible,  F.  Reichert,  David 
Schneider.  H.  P.  Gordan,  H.  Haag,  G.  E. 
Zellmer,  G.  F.  Hack,  B.  O.  Maschmann,  E.  W. 
Marks,  Jacob  Schneller,  and  A.  F.  Wendorf. 

The  first  members  of  the  Rice  Lake 
Church  were  Philipp  Henrich,  Elizabeth 
Henrich,  Frank  Henrich,  Anna  Henrich, 
Carl  Hoffman,  Emille  Hoffman,  Barbara 
Rauchenstien,  Robert  Krueger. 

The  first  members  of  the  Wiesner  Church 
were  Herman  Wiesner,  Ernstine  Wiesner, 
William  Wille,  Augusta  Wille,  Henry 
Weilep,  William  Wiesner.  Alvina  Wiesner. 

The  first  members  of  the  North  Barron 
(Hope)  Church  were  Fred  Schranz.  Bertha 
Schranz,  Edward  Boyk,  Mary  Bcyk,  Chris¬ 
tian  Aellig,  Ursula  Aellig. 

Sunday  Schools  were  organized  and  are 
held  in  all  three  congregations.  Two  La¬ 


dles’  Aid  Societies  were  also  organized,  one 
at  Rice  Lake  and  the  other  at  North  Bar¬ 
ron.  In  the  Wiesner  Church  the  young 
people  have  an  active  Young  People’s 
Alliance. 

St  Joseph’s  Roman  Catholic  Church  was 
started  in  1880,  as  a  mission  from  Our 
Lady  of  Lourdes  at  Dobie,  by  Rev.  J.  Dole. 
Tbe  brick  church  building  was  erected  in 
the  same  year.  The  first  resident  pastor 
was  Rev.  M.  Schoelch.  He  remained  eight 
months,  when  the  church  again  became  a 
mission  of  Stanfold.  This  method  of  min¬ 
istration  was  continued  until  July  9,  1889. 
when  Rev.  P.  Becker  was  appointed  rector. 
Under  his  pastorate  the  parsonage  was 
erected  in  1889,  and  St.  Joseph’s  school 
in  1890.  Both  are  of  brick.  The  latter  is 
30  by  60  feet,  with  two  stories  and  base¬ 
ment. 

The  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  In  Bar¬ 
ron  County.  The  missions  and  parishes  of 
the  church  in  Barron  County  are  part  of  the 
La  Crosse  Convocation  and  are  directly 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Archdeacon 
of  La  Crosse,  Diocese  of  Milwaukee,  Bishop 
W.  W.  Webb  of  Milwaukee  being  the  bishop 
of  this  diocese. 

Charles  Nunn  and  F.  M.  Angel  and  fam¬ 
ilies  settled  in  Rice  Lake  in  1876.  They  were 
the  first  church  families  here.  The  James 
Bracklin  and  S.  S.  Morrison  families  came 
in  1876. 

Strenuous  efforts  were  made  by  these 
families  to  obtain  the  ministrations  of  a 
priest,  but  it  was  not  until  March  23,  1879, 
that  they  had  an  opportunity  of  listening  to 
a  sermon  by  an  Episcopal  minister,  Rev.  P. 
B.  Morrison  of  Eau  Claire.  The  service  was 
held  in  a  building  on  the  site  of  the  present 
Odd  Fellows’  Hall.  Occasional  services 
were  held  in  1879  by  Rev.  E.  R.  Sweetland. 
The  first  missionary  preacher  assigned  to 
the  parish  was  Rev.  A.  P.  Peabody  who  vis¬ 
ited  Rice  Lake  once  a  month,  from  1880  to 

1882.  In  the  fall  of  1880  the  primal  steps 
were  taken  to  obtain  a  lot  for  the  erection 
of  a  church  edifice.  Rt  Rev.  EX  R.  Welles, 
S.  T.  D.,  third  bishop  of  Wisconsin,  made  his 
first  visit  to  the  village  May  10,  1881  and 
confirmed  three  persons.  The  services  were 
held  in  the  old  city  hall  building.  A  mission 
was  organized  in  June,  1881,  and  placed  in 
charge  of  Rev.  S.  J.  Yunt  in  July,  1882,  with 
Rev.  Charles  8.  Sleight  as  assistant.  F.  W. 
Angel  was  warden;  8.  8.  Morrison,  treas¬ 
urer,  and  G.  H.  Baiwalse,  clerk.  Sept.  21. 

1883,  the  corner  stone  of  the  church  was 
laid,  Bishop  Welles  officiating.  The  first 
services  were  held  in  it  June  3,  1884,  when 
the  Bishop  conducted  the  services.  There 
were  four  baptisms  and  four  confirmations. 

Many  very  noted  men  have  been  in 
charge  of  this  parish. 

St.  Mark’s  Church,  Barron,  was  organized 
in  1894  by  the  Rev.  E.  F.  Gee.  Major  EX  N. 
Stebbins  is  really  the  one  to  whom  the 
church  in  Barron  owes  the  most.  He  was 
the  first  churchman  to  settle  at  Barron,  and 
it  was  largely  due  to  his  untiring  efforts 
that  Barron  now  has  one  of  the  prettiest 
and  best  furnished  churches  in  Barron 
County.  St  Mark’s  was  consecrated  by  the 
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Rt  Rev.  L.  A.  Nickolson,  Bishop  of  Mil¬ 
waukee,  In  1901.  St.  Mark’s  Is  now  becom¬ 
ing  one  of  the  important  churches  of  the 
city  of  Barron. 

St.  Phillip’s  Church,  Turtle  Lake,  was 
organized  in  1901.  The  parish  has  a  very 
■fine  little  church  building  properly  fur¬ 
nished  and  the  Archdeacon  of  La  Cross 
sees  that  regular  services  are  held  there. 

There  is  a  church  at  Cumberland  that 
has  been  closed  owing  to  the  lack  of  men 
to  look  after  it.  Plans  are  being  made  to 
open  it  within  the  coming  year. 

St  Hugh’s  Mission  at  Chetek  has  had  a 
long  history  also,  it  has  never  been  organ¬ 
ized  but  services  are  held  there  from  time 
to  time  by  the  missionary  of  Rice  Lake 
and  Chippewa  Falls. 

The  only  resident  rector  in  Barron 
County  is  the  Rev.  M.  B.  Goodall,  who  re¬ 
sides  at  Rice  Lake,  and  is  the  priest  in 
chargo  of  Grace  Church  at  Rice  Lake  and 
St.  Mark's  at  Barron,  as  well  as  of  other 
Barron  County  Missions. 

The  Barron  County  Bank,  located  at  Rice 
Lake,  is  the  oldest  bank  in  Barron  County. 
It  was  organized  In  1882  by  N.  W.  Bailey, 
a  merchant  of  Richland  Center,  Richland 
County,  this  state,  who  saw  in  the  growing 
hamlet  an  opportunity  far  establishing  a 
flourishing  financial  institution.  He  opened 
the  bank  at  the  southeast  corner  of  Hum- 
bird  and  Main  streets,  his  wife,  Mrs.  Anna 
B.  Bailey,  after  his  marriage,  being  his  as¬ 
sistant.  In  1888  the  banking  rooms  were 
moved  to  the  northwest  corner  of  Eau 
Claire  and  Main  streets,  the  present  loca¬ 
tion.  The  building  thus  occupied  was  later 
burned,  but  was  at  once  replaced  with  the 
present  structure.  The  institution  was  in¬ 
corporated  as  a  state  hank,  July  29,  1903, 
with  a  capital  of  $10,000,  the  officers  and 
stockholders  being:  N.  W.  Bailey  (presi¬ 
dent),  Miss  A.  Pauline  Bernard  (vice  presi¬ 
dent),  and  Mrs.  Anna  B.  Bailey  (cashier). 
July  15,  1909,  Edolph  G.  Shervey  became 
assistant  cashier.  A  reorganization  was  ef¬ 
fected  March  2,  1911.  Mr.  Bailey  remained 
president,  D.  F.  Clark  became  vice  presi¬ 
dent,  and  William  D.  Brady  became  cashier. 
Mr.  Shervey  was  still  assistant  cashier.  Oct. 
16,  1914,  the  capital  was  Increased  to 
$25,000.  Aug.  7,  1916,  Mr.  Clark  became 
president,  Mr.  Brady  vice  president,  and 
Mr.  8bervey  cashier.  At  that  time  Henry 
O.  Moe  was  made  assistant  cashier.  Mr. 
Moe  volunteered  the  day  after  the  United 
States  entered  the  World  War,  became  a 
second  lieutenant,  and  was  killed  in  action 
in  France.  Carl  G.  Hagen  became  assis¬ 
tant  cashier  Sept.  6,  1919,  and  was  suc¬ 
ceeded  March  29,  1920  by  Harvey  I.  Amund¬ 
son.  March  16,  1920,  Miss  lone  Quinn  be¬ 
came  bookkeeper,  and  on  Jan.  12,  1921, 
Melvin  Newberg  was  added  to  the  staff  in 
a  similar  capacity. 

The  financial  statement  of  the  bank  is¬ 
sued  Nov.  15.  1920,  was  as  follows:  Re¬ 
sources — Loans,  discounts,  rediscounts  and 
overdrafts,  $444,584.18;  United  States  se¬ 
curities  and  other  bonds,  $16,878.20;  bank¬ 
ing  house,  furniture  and  fixtures,  $8,000; 


cash  and  dne  from  banks,  $67,983.37;  other 
assets,  $2,974.06;  total,  $540,419.80.  Liabil¬ 
ities-Capital  paid  in,  $25,000;  surplus  and 
undivided  profits,  ($16,630.06  less  $10,774.43 
current  expenses  and  taxes  paid)  $14,- 
866.62;  deposits,  $465,664.18;  bills  payable. 
$35,000;  total,  $540,419.80. 

The  First  National  Bank  of  Rice  Lake, 
the  largest  bank  in  Barron  County,  dates 
its  uninterrupted  operation  back  to  the 
fall  of  1888,  when  E.  L.  Everts,  then  a  Rice 
Lake  business  man,  opened  a  private  bank 
in  the  historic  old  Ringllng  building,  so 
called,  at  the  southwest  corner  of  Main  and 
Newton  streets.  A  year  later,  Oct.  28,  1889, 
the  Institution  wad  incorporated  as  the 
Bank  of  Rice  Lake,  with  a  capital  of  $25,000, 
the  incorporators  being:  President,  Louis 
8.  Tainter;  vice  president,  Nathan  B.  No¬ 
ble;  cashier,  Edward  L.  Everts;  assistant 
cashier,  Charles  Nunn.  These  gentlemen 
were  all  from  Rice  Lake,  except  Mr.  Tain¬ 
ter,  who  lived  in  Menomonie.  Mr.  Nunn 
died,  and  on  Nov.  29,  1890,  James  Brack- 
lin  was  appointed  director  in  his  place. 
Jan.  14,  1896,  Mr.  Bracklin  was  made  vice 
president  in  place  of  Mr.  Noble.  F.  T. 
Watson  was  added  to  the  board  of  directors 
Jan.  13,  1894.  B.  I.  Bliss  became  assistant 
cashier  Jan.  19,  1896.  When  the  bank  closed 
its  books  Jan.  2,  1900,  the  officers  were: 
President,  Louis  8.  Tainter;  vice  president, 
James  Bracklin;  cashier,  Edward  L. 
Everts;  assistant  cashier,  B.  L  Bliss;  and 
the  directors  were  the  Messrs.  Tainter, 
Everts,  Noble,  Bracklin  and  Watson.  The 
institution  was  reorganized  Jan.  3,  1900. 
with  a  capital  of  $50,000  as  the  Bank  of 
Rice  Lake.  The  incorporators  were:  Louis 
S.  Tainter,  Menomonie  (president);  James 
Bracklin,  Rice  Lake  (vice  president);  Ed¬ 
ward  L.  Everts,  Rice  Lake  (cashier);  Wil¬ 
liam  H.  Hatten,  New  London;  Nathan  B. 
Noble,  Rice  Lake,  and  O.  H.  Ingram,  Eau 
Claire.  The  three  officers  constituted  the 
board  of  directors*  B.  I.  Bliss  was  made 
assistant  cashier  and  L.  S.  Everts  was  made 
second  assistant  cashier.  On  Jan.  12,  1901, 
Mr.  Bracklin  having  died,  there  was  a  re¬ 
arrangement  of  the  directorate.  O.  H.  In¬ 
gram,  Eau  Claire  lumberman,  was  made 
president  and  W.  H.  Bundy  vice  president 
E.  L.  Everts  was  retained  as  cashier  and 
B.  I.  Bliss  as  assistant  cashier,  and  the 
latter  was  also  made  a  director.  The  fifth 
director  was  C.  A.  Chamberlin.  L.  S. 
Everts  was  continued  as  second  assistant 
cashier.  Jan.  81,  1902,  Mr.  Bliss  resigned. 
William  H.  Hatten  took  his  place  as  direc¬ 
tor,  and  L.  8.  Everts  took  his  place  as  as¬ 
sistant  cashier.  Jan.  6,  1903  it  was  voted 
to  convert  the  institution  into  a  National 
Bank.  In  the  meantime,  Feb.  18,  1892,  the 
bank  had  purchased  two  lots  which  the 
present  bank  occupies,  and  erected  a  bank¬ 
ing  house  thereon. 

The  First  National  Bank  of  Rice  Lake, 
reorganized  from  the  Bank  of  Rice  Lake, 
opened  for  business  April  8,  1903,  the  for¬ 
mer  institution  having  closed  out  the  night 
before.  The  first  board  of  directors  con¬ 
sisted  of:  O.  H.  Ingram  (president),  W.  H. 
Bundy  (vice  president),  E.  L.  Everts  (cash- 
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ier),  C.  A.  Chamberlin  and  W.  H.  Hatten. 
L.  S.  Everts  was  assistant  cashier.  O.  H. 
Ingram  was  succeeded  as  director  Jan.  14, 
1919,  by  William  H.  Hatton,  who  was  suc¬ 
ceeded  Jan.  13,  1920,  by  E.  H.  Bjoin.  W.  H. 
Hatton,  who  was  one  ot  the  original  direc¬ 
tors,  was  succeeded  July  14,  1909  by  Oscar 
Hooey,  but,  as  noted,  resumed  office  again 
tor  a  year  in  1919,  as  O.  H.  Ingram’s  suc¬ 
cessor.  C.  A.  Chamberlin  was  succeeded  as 
director  Feb.  12,  1912,  by  Orrin  Ingram. 
E.  L.  Everts  was  succeeded  as  director  on 
Aug.  1,  1910,  by  Nels  Stolheim,  who  was 
succeeded  Feb.  17,  1914  by  W.  A.  Demers. 
W.  H.  Bundy  was  succeeded  as  director 
May  21,  1909,  by  J.  E.  Horsman.  Jan.  1, 
1914,  O.  M.  Sattre  became  the  sixth  member 
ot  the  board  and  is  still  serving.  Jan.  10, 
1905,  C.  H.  Ingram  became  the  seventh 
member  ot  the  board  and  was  succeeded 
Jan.  8,  1907  by  E.  B.  Ingram.  The  first 
president,  O.  H.  Ingram,  served  until  his 
death  in  1918.  He  was  succeeded  Jan.  14. 
1919,  by  E.  B.  Ingram.  Jan.  13,  1920,  Dr. 
O.  M.  Sattre  became  president.  W.  H. 
Bundy,  the  original  vice  president,  was  suc¬ 
ceeded  July  14,  1909,  by  O.  M.  Sattre,  who 
in  turn,  was  succeeded  Jan.  13,  1920,  by 
J.  E.  Horsman.  E.  L.  Everts,  the  cashier, 
was  succeeded  Aug.  1,  1910  by  Nels  Stal- 
helm.  Nov.  26,  1913,  Mr.  Stalheim  being 
ill,  W.  A.  Demers  was  appointed  secretary 
ot  the  board  ot  directors,  and  on  Oct.  14, 
1914,  atter  Mr.  Stalhelm’s  death,  was  made 
cashier.  L.  E.  Everts  was  the  original  first 
assistant  cashier.  He  resigned  Oct  16, 
1907,  and  ten  days  later  W.  A.  Demers 
was  appointed,  succeeded  Feb.  14,  1914,  by 
Carl  E.  Overby.  Carl  E.  Overby  was  the 
original  second  assistant,  appointed  Oct 
16,  1907.  He  was  succeeded  Jan.  13,  1915, 
by  T.  G.  Hoff.  Henry  O.  Moe  was  ap¬ 
pointed  third  assistant  Nov.  17,  1913,  and 
served  for  a  short  time.  March  21,  1917, 
Peder  Peterson  (Aas)  Jr.,  was  appointed. 
He  served  as  second  assistant  during  Mr. 
Hoff's  service  in  the  United  States  forces, 
July,  1917,  to  June,  1919.  Of  the  present 
staff,  Mr.  Demers  has  been  with  the  bank 
since  Nov.  1,  1907,  Mr.  Overby  since  Feb. 
20,  1902,  Mr.  Hoff  since  Oct.  26.  1911,  and 
Mr.  Peterson  since  March  16,  1915.  The 
Institution  Joined  the  Federal  Reserve  sys¬ 
tem  Feb.  17,  1914.  The  bank  has  the  finest 
banking  house  in  the  county,  fully  equipped 
for  the  best  methods.  The  building  is  of 
Bedford  stone,  two  stories  high,  with  full 
mahogany.  The  banking  house  interior  is 
finished  in  marble  and  mahogany.  A  fea¬ 
ture  is  the  comfortable  space  reserved  for 
the  patrons  to  be  used  as  a  rest  room,  for 
business  appointments  and  committees  and 
board  meetings.  Work  on  remodelling  the 
old  building  was  started  in  the  spring  of 
1916,  but  after  the  work  was  started  the 
plans  were  altered,  so  that  the  present 
building  is  practically  a  new  structure.  It 
was  formerly  opened  Feb.  24,  1917. 

The  growth  of  the  business  of  the  bank 
Is  shown  by  the  following  statements: 

Oct.  31,  1891.  Loans  and  discounts,  |4«.- 
413.51;  cash  and  due  from  banks,  510, 
266  42;  furniture,  51,114.82.  Capital,  515,000; 


surplus  and  undivided  profits,  52,963.36;  de¬ 
posits,  539,831.49.  Total,  557,794.75. 

Dec.  31,  1900.  Loans  and  discounts, 

5146,564.87;  banking  house  and  furniture, 
515,339.69;  cash  and  due  from  banks,  540,- 
216.01.  Capital,  550,000;  surplus  and  un¬ 
divided  profits.  54,058.50;  deposits,  8148,- 
062.07.  Total.  8202,120.57. 

Nov.  10,  1910.  Loans  and  discounts, 
8271,718.29;  banking  house  and  furniture. 
513,735.44;  cash  and  due  from  banks,  545,- 
893.39;  bonds  to  secure  circulation,  825,000. 
Capital,  850,000;  surplus  and  undivided 

profits,  88,355.01;  circulation,  825,000;  de¬ 
posits.  8272,992.11.  Total,  8356,347.12. 

Nov.  15,  1920.  Loans  and  discounts, 

5726,509.32;  bonds,  securities,  etc.,  5341.- 
977.64;  banking  house,  552,860.40;  cash  and 
due  from  banks,  8142,142.58;  interest 
earned  (but  not  collected),  820,708.71;  U.  8. 
certificates  of  indebtedness,  850,000.  Cap¬ 
ital,  850,000;  surplus  and  undivided  profits, 
573,404.03;  circulation.  550,000;  deposits, 
5984,794.62;  bills  payable  and  rediscount, 

8176,000.  Total,  81,334,198.65. 

The  Citizens  State  Bank  of  Rice  Lake 
was  organized  as  a  private  institution  in 
1900.  It  was  incorporated  as  a  state  bank 
in  1903  with  a  capital  of  510,000.  In  May. 
1915,  it  was  reorganized  with  a  capital  ot 
835,000,  and  a  surplus  of  53.500,  with  37 
stockholders,  the  owners  being  local  busi¬ 
ness  men,  retired  farmers  and  neighboring 
farm  owners.  The  first  officers  and  direc¬ 
tors  were:  Martin  Bretl,  president  and  di¬ 
rector;  C.  D.  Nelson,  vice  president  and 
director;  J.  H.  Wilz,  cashier;  A.  G.  Bilo¬ 
deau,  assistant  cashier;  D.  J.  Ryan,  Fred 
H.  Gardner.  Henry  L.  Stout,  John  Plenty. 
James  Hanson,  W.  H.  Clark  and  Ben  Knud- 
son,  directors. 

Connected  with  the  bank  is  the  Rice 
Lake  Farm  Loan  Association  of  which  Mr. 
Wilz  is  secretary.  This  association  is 
connected  with  the  Federal  Land  Bank  of 
St.  Paul. 

The  present  officers,  directors  and  stock¬ 
holders  of  the  bank  are  as  follows:  J.  H. 
Johnson,  president  and  director;  C.  D.  Nel¬ 
son,  vice  president  and  director;  John 
Plenty,  vice  president  and  director;  J.  H. 
Wilz,  cashier  and  director;  Fred  Baum- 
berger,  director;  M.  Flnsterwalder,  direc¬ 
tor;  James  Hanson,  director;  R.  E.  Fin- 
sterwalder,  assistant  cashier;  Griffen  Nel¬ 
son,  assistant  cashier;  Stacer  Martin,  as¬ 
sistant  cashier;  J.  I.  Dahl,  William  A. 
Weilep,  Henry  Wilz,  George  N.  Keesey, 
Peter  Thome,  A.  C.  Robarge,  Zeno  Wilkin¬ 
son,  John  Mallo,  Joseph  Schleiss,  Jake  Sva* 
cina,  Adolf  Knenzl,  Edward  Kuenzi.  J.  P. 
Schneider,  Spooner  Mercantile  Co.,  and 
Otto  Stewert. 

The  bank  has  had  a  steady  and  satisfac¬ 
tory  growth.  In  1915  the  deposits  were 
5107,000,  which  have  increased  to  5500,000. 
There  is  a  surplus  of  83,000  and  undivided 
profits  of  about  87,100.  This  remarkable 
growth  is  due  in  a  large  measure  to  the 
untiring  efforts  of  the  cashier,  J.  H.  Wilz, 
ably  backed  by  the  other  officers  and  direc¬ 
tors,  and  is  also  indicative  of  the  Increasing 
prosperity  of  the  region. 
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For  some  years  the  institution  occupied 
quarters  at  the  southeast  corner  of  Main 
and  Newton  streets.  In  1891  the  present 
modern  banking  house  was  completed.  It 
is  26.4  by  112  feet,  two  stories  and  a  base¬ 
ment,  all  modernly  equipped,  with  the  hank 
offices  finished  in  the  latest  designs,  while 
the  upper  floor  Is  admirably  adapted  to 
its  use  as  a  series  of  professional  offices. 

The  building  is  practically  lire  proof.  Tho 
exterior  is  constructed  of  vitrified,  wire 
cut,  face  brick,  with  Bedford  stone  trim¬ 
mings,  and  the  interior  is  finished  with  Na¬ 
poleon  gray  marble  with  York  Fosel  base, 
and  quarter-sawed  oak  and  Magnestone 
floors  throughout.  It  occupies  the  south¬ 
west  corner  of  Main  and  Newton  streets, 
the  historic  site  where  A.  Rlngling  for  so 
many  years  had  his  harness  shop,  and 
where  the  Rlngling  Brothers,  his  sons,  of 
circus  fame,  had  their  early  dreams  of  the 
success  which  was  later  to  be  theirs. 

The  bank  building  was  designed  by  the 
combined  efforts  of  the  board  of  directors 
and  the  building  committee  which  consisted 
of  J.  P.  Schneider,  John  Plenty,  A.  C.  Ro- 
barge,  Max  Finsterwalder  and  J.  H.  Wllz. 

In  designing  the  building,  not  only  has 
the  absolute  security  of  money  and  val¬ 
uables  of  the  bank’s  customers  been  con¬ 
sidered.  but  also  has  the  convenience  and 
comfort  of  its  patrons  and  employes  been 
deeply  borne  in  mind.  Its  construction 
was  superintended  by  Cashier  J.  H.  Wilz 
and  Max  Finsterwalder. 

The  bank  does  the  customary  business 
of  such  an  institution,  makes  loans  to 
farmers  and  business  men,  handles  check¬ 
ing,  savings  and  general  deposit  accounts, 
attends  to  collections,  does  conveyancing 
and  notary  work,  and  issues  drafts  good 
throughout  the  United  States  and  travelers’ 
checks  good  throughout  the  world.  It  also 
bolds  the  local  agency  for  various  leading 
insurance  companies. 

The  Barron  County  Telephone  Co.  head¬ 
quarters  are  now  located  in  Rice  Lake, 
having  been  moved  from  Barron  in  the 
spring  of  1922.  The  history  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  Including  the  part  which  J.  E.  Hors- 
man  has  played  in  its  success,  will  be  found 
under  the  head  of  Barron  City  in  this 
volume. 

On  Feb.  21,  1922,  when  it  was  decided  to 
move  the  headquarters  from  Barron  to  Rice 
Lake,  the  officers  selected  were:  President, 
Dr.  O.  M.  Sattre,  Rice  Lake;  vice  presi¬ 
dent,  Charles  A.  Taylor,  Rice  Lake;  secre¬ 
tary  and  general  manager,  J.  E.  Horsman; 
treasurer,  W.  A.  Demers,  Rice  Lake.  These 
gentlemen,  with  A.  O.  Strand,  constitute 
the  board  of  directors. 

St.  Joseph’s  Hospital,  at  Rice  Lake, 
opened  its  doors  under  its  present  organi¬ 
zation,  Jan.  8.  1918.  The  first  hospital  in 
Rice  Lake  was  a  private  institution,  started 
in  1914  by  Dr.  Allan  S.  White,  then  a  prac¬ 
ticing  physician  and  surgeon  of  Rice  Lake, 
who  saw  in  his  practice  the  necessity  of 
establishing  a  hospital  where  patients 
might  be  properly  treated.  Accordingly  he 
purchased  a  building  on  Chamberlain 
street,  fitted  it  up  with  modern  equipment. 


and  engaged  suitable  assistants.  Shortly 
afterward  he  conceived  the  idea  of  secur¬ 
ing  a  staff  of  nursing  sisters.  Accordingly 
he  carried  on  an  extensive  correspondence 
with  various  Mother  Houses.  Finally, 
after  long  and  anxious  search,  word  was  re¬ 
ceived  that  the  Mother  Superior  of  the 
Mother  House  of  the  Sisters  of  St.  Francis, 
at  Victoria,  Vancouver  Island,  Canada,  saw 
here  the  opportunity  for  service.  Accord¬ 
ingly,  there  arrived  in  Rice  Lake,  Dec.  31, 
1917,  Sister  Mary  Alphonse  and  Sister  Mary 
Veronica.  In  the  meantime  in  1915,  Dr. 
D.  C.  Whiting  had  opened  the  Rice  Lake 
Hospital  in  the  old  hotel  building,  east  of 
Main  street  and  north  of  the  Red  Cedar 
River.  Later  he  sold  this  hospital  to  Dr. 
O.  M.  Sattre.  The  Sisters,  on  their  arrival 
here,  purchased  the  building  of  the  Rice 
Lake  Hospital  from  Dr.  Sattre,  and  moved 
thereto  the  equipment  from  Dr.  White’s 
hospital.  They  opened  the  doors  of  the 
reorganized  hospital,  Jan.  8,  1918.  In  the 
summer  of  1919,  the  Sisters  purchased  a 
building  at  15  West  Newton  street,  and 
fully  equipped  it  as  a  twelve-bed  hospi¬ 
tal.  The  nursing  staff  now  consists  of  four 
Sisters  headed  by  Sister  Mary  Alphonse, 
Mother  Superior.  In  1920,  three  adjoining 
lots  were  purchased.  Plans  are  now  under 
way  for  the  erection  of  a  fine  forty-bed 
institution,  which  will  be  a  model  of  its 
kind  in  every  way. 

Another  important  institution  is  the  Lake¬ 
side  Methodist  Hospital. 

In  February,  1919,  the  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church  in  the  Western  part  of  Wis¬ 
consin,  first  engaged  in  active  hospital  work 
by  taking  over  the  Stoeber  Hospital  at  Mad¬ 
ison.  At  the  sixty-fifth  session  of  the  West 
Wisconsin  Annual  Conference  of  this 
church,  held  at  Eau  Claire  in  1919,  it  was 
definitely  decided  that  the  Wisconsin  Meth¬ 
odist  Hospital  Association  should  proceed 
to  establish  additional  hospitals  throughout 
the  state  as  might  become  advisable.  Ac¬ 
cordingly  the  officers  of  the  Association 
came  to  Rice  Lake  in  September,  1919,  and 
investigated  the  prospects  for  establishing 
a  hospital  here.  During  the  fall,  there  was 
held  in  -St.  Paul,  a  meeting  of  representa¬ 
tive  pastors  and  laymen  from  the  entire 
Conference  of  the  Methodist  Church,  by 
whom  the  Rice  Lake  hospital  project  was 
thoroughly  discussed  and  approved. 

In  December  of  the  same  year  there  was 
begun  the  actual  organization  of  the  Rice 
Lake  hospital  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Wisconsin  Methodist  Hospital  Association, 
a  Wisconsin  corporation,  authorized  by  the 
West  Wisconsin  Conference  of  the  Method¬ 
ist  Episcopal  Church.  On  Dec.  17,  1919,  a 
meeting  was  called  in  Rice  Lake  to  which 
were  invited  some  of  the  leading  farmers 
and  business  and  professional  men  of  Rice 
Lake  and  vicinity.  The  proposition  was 
then  discussed  and  all  present  agreed  to 
serve  upon  the  Board  of  Managers. 

A  preliminary  canvass  for  funds  was  then 
made  in  order  to  determine  how  the  general 
public  felt  toward  the  project  The  reaction 
was  so  favorable  that  decision  was  at  once 
made  to  erect  a  new  building  as  soon  as 
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possible.  Investigation  showed  that  the 
territory  to  be  served  was  sadly  lacking  in 
hospital  facilities,  and  Inasmuch  as  the 
preparation  of  plans  and  the  erection  of  a 
new  building  would  require  many  months 
of  time  it  was  decided  to  open  a  hospital 
in  temporary  quarters.  Accordingly,  the 
board  leased  and  later  bought  the  building 
which  had  been  erected  by  Knapp  Stout  ft 
Company  for  a  hotel  In  the  early  days  of 
Rice  Lake.  This  building  was  remarkably 
well  arranged  for  hospital  purposes,  having 
been  used  as  a  hospital  before,  and  when 
thoroughly  refinished  and  furnished  with 
the  best  of  hospital  equipment  it  made  a 
convenient  and  efficient  24-bed  hospital.  It 
was  opened  for  business  March  1,  1920. 

In  the  meantime  plans  for  the  new  build¬ 
ing  were  progressing.  A  commanding  loca¬ 
tion  had  been  purchased  at  the  head  of 
Main  Street,  overlooking  the  city  to  the 
south,  and  the  lake  to  the  east  and  north. 
Weeks  were  spent  with  architects,  special¬ 
ists  in  hospital  planning  and  operation.  Con¬ 
tracts  wore  finally  let  to  concerns  familiar 
with  fireproof  hospital  construction.  Ground 
was  broken  May  2,  1920,  by  the  Hon.  Merlin 
Hull,  President  of  the  Wisconsin  Methodist 
Hospital  Association,  then  Secretary  of 
State.  The  cornerstone  was  laid  Sept.  4, 
1920,  by  Bishop  Charles  Bayard  Mitchell, 
during  the  annual  session  of  the  West  Wis¬ 
consin  Conference  then  being  held  in  Rice 
Lake. 

As  this  is  written  (March  24,  1922)  the 
building  is  approaching  completion,  and  will 
be  ready  for  occupancy  in  the  early  sum¬ 
mer.  It  will  furnish  accommodations  for 
60  patients.  The  cost  of  the  completed 
enterprise  will  approximate  (200,000.  The 
result  will  be  an  institution  of  the  highest 
rank.  Hospital  authorities  have  called  the 
site  the  finest  hospital  location  to  be  found 
anywhere.  The  building  is  as  near  perfect 
as  it  could  be.  The  equipment  is  of  the 
very  latest  type.  No  expense  has  been 
spared.  As  a  result  no  better  hospital  can 
be  found  anywhere. 

In  the  fall  of  1921  a  Training  School  for 
nurses  was  opened  in  connection  with  the 
hospital,  and  will  form  an  Important  part  of 
the  work  of  the  institution.  This  will  en¬ 
able  the  young  women  of  this  section  who 
desire  to  take  up  nursing  to  do  so  near 
home. 

The  hospital  is  known  as  Lakeside  Meth¬ 
odist  Hospital.  The  business  management 
is  under  the  direction  of  a  board  of  local 
business  and  professional  men.  It  is  non¬ 
sectarian  both  in  control  and  service.  A 
large  amount  of  free  bed  work  is  done. 
The  intention  is  to  furnish  the  best  of  care 
alike  to  rich  and  poor.  The  medical  staff 
is  organized  and  meets  regularly  for  the  dis¬ 
cussion  of  hospital  problems.  The  staff  is 
now  "closed”  however,  and  all  reputable 
physicians  may  be  admitted  to  practice  in 
the  hospital  upon  complying  with  the  neces¬ 
sary  conditions.  In  short,  every  care  is 
being  taken  to  qualify  Lakeside  Methodist 
Hospital  as  an  institution  equal  to  the  best. 

The  practicing  physicians  and  surgeons 
of  Rice  Lake  are  Dr.  T.  A.  Charron,  who 


came  here  in  1887,  Dr.  O.  M.  Sattre,  who 
came  here  in  1894;  Dr.  B.  N.  Webster,  who 
came  in  1894;  Dr.  T.  C.  Whitney,  who 
came  in  1895;  Dr.  D.  L.  Dawson,  who  came 
in  1914;  Dr.  J.  H.  Wallis,  who  came  in 
1920,  and  Dr.  A.  8.  White,  who  came  in 
1911,  and  Dr.  E.  J.  Knapp. 

The  Carnegie  Library  had  its  beginning 
when  the  Rice  Lake  Public  Library  was 
organized  in  1897,  and  a  one-mill  tax  levied 
by  the  city  for  its  support.  The  first  trus¬ 
tees  were:  F.  T.  Watson  (president),  James 
Robbins  (secretary),  C.  H.  Blystone  (treas¬ 
urer),  Dr.  O.  M.  Sattre,  J.  E.  Horsman. 
M.  P.  Barry,  W.  H.  Bundy,  and  O.  H.  In¬ 
gram  Jr.  The  institution  opened  its  doors 
April  3,  1897,  with  about  400  volumes.  The 
first  librarian  was  Miss  Corinne  Howard. 
In  1898  Mr.  Blystone  resigned  as  treas¬ 
urer,  and  was  succeeded  by  M.  P.  Barry - 
Jan.  1,  1899  the  first  librarian  was  suc¬ 
ceeded  by  Mrs.  James  Robbins.  She  served 
until  April  1,  1913,  when  she  resigned.  She 
Was  succeeded  by  Mildred  Dean.  Miss 
Dean  served  about  one  year,  when  she  re¬ 
signed  to  be  married.  Odllle  Demers  was 
elected  In  her  place,  and  served  for  five 
years.  After  her  resignation,  Helen  Smith, 
of  Fond  du  Lac  was  elected. 

At  the  time  of  Mrs.  Robbins’  resigna¬ 
tion  it  was  said:  “The  resignation  ter¬ 
minates  a  service  that  was  largely  a  work 
of  love,  as  the  salary  paid  has  never  been 
commensurate  with  the  services  rendered. 
During  the  administration  of  Mrs.  Robbins 
the  library  has  grown  from  800  volumes  to 
nearly  5,008  volumes.  Eleven  assistants 
have  served  about  a  year  each.  The  only 
member  of  the  board  still  serving  is  Mr. 
Robbins.  In  commemoration  for  her  four¬ 
teen  years  of  unselfish  service,  it  would 
seem  that  a  life-size  portrait  of  Mrs.  Rob¬ 
bins  placed  on  the  library  wall  would  serve 
as  a  fitting  object  lesson  to  the  people, 
young  and  old.  who  patronize  the  library.” 

The  library  was  first  located  in  what 
is  now  the  Barron  County  Training  School, 
occupying  two  rooms,  each  of  which  was 
provided  with  a  vault.  The  first  room  was 
used  for  the  bookcase  and  the  librarian’s 
desk,  and  the  other  one  for  a  reading  room. 
The  vaults  were  used  for  store  rooms  for 
magazines  and  the  like. 

The  library  was  open  only  on  Wednes¬ 
days  and  Sundays,  afternoon  and  evening. 
When  Mrs.  Robbins  took  charge,  there 
were  about  800  volumes,  unclassified,  sim¬ 
ply  a  miscellaneous  collection  of  books.  In 
March,  1900,  Charlotte  Noble  was  ap¬ 
pointed  assistant  librarian,  serving  without 
pay,  but  with  authority  to  supervise  the 
reading  room.  In  1901,  after  Miss  Noble 
had  taken  library  training  at  Madison,  she 
offered  her  services  to  the  library  board  to 
classify  and  catalogue  all  the  books  of  the 
library.  Mrs.  Robbins  helped  in  this  work. 

In  the  meantime  the  vaults  had  been 
removed  from  the  library  rooms  and  the 
doors  sold  for  enough  to  provide  the  funds 
for  the  necessary  work  of  throwing  the 
two  rooms  Into  one,  and  painting  and  tint¬ 
ing  the  walls.  The  reorganisation  work 
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took  about  a  month  and  was  done  In  the 
room  east  of  the  hall. 

It  was  Judge  James  Robbins  who  laid 
the  plans  tor  starting  the  library  here,  and 
it  was  he  who  attended  faithfully  to  carry¬ 
ing  them  out  He  always  acted  on  the 
important  committees  such  as  committee  on 
book  selection.  He  also  aided  greatly  along 
financial  lines.  In  fact  no  one  can  think  of 
the  library  without  thinking  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Robbins. 

In  the  fall  of  1901,  Jane  Noble,  who  was 
acting  as  secretary  of  the  board,  having 
succeeded  Mr.  Robbins,  offered  her  resigna¬ 
tion,  and  Charlotte  Noble  resigned  her  posi¬ 
tion  at  the  same  time,  both  ladies  being 
about  to  leave  town.  In  October,  1902,  the 
first  paid  assistant,  Mrs.  L.  L.  Constance, 
was  engaged  and  served  for  nearly  a  year. 
Others  have  been  the  Misses  Leo  Me- 
Clench,  Beryl  Campbell,  Ruth  Morrison, 
Louise  Kellogg,  Ray  Mills,  Ruth  McClel¬ 
land,  Marian  Hooey,  Margaret  Daniels  and 
Emma  Frank. 

In  December,  1903,  the  library  board  was 
compelled  to  seek  new  quarters  as  the 
school  board  needed  the  library  room  for 
school  purposes. 

It  was  then  that  the  board  began  a  cor¬ 
respondence  with  the  representatives  of 
Andrew  Carnegie,  with  regard  to  an  ap¬ 
propriation  for  a  library  building.  A  site 
was  obtained  from  the  city  council,  and 
Mr.  Carnegie  granted  a  donation  of  310,000. 
Cornelia  Marvin,  then  connected  with  the 
State  Library  Association,  assisted  the  local 
library  board  greatly  in  the  selection  of 
plans  for  the  new  library  and  made  many 
trips  here  for  that  purpose. 

In  May,  1905,  the  change  was  made  from 
the  school  building  to  the  new  Carnegie 
Library  on  the  corner  of  Main  and  Messen¬ 
ger  streets'.  The  librarian,  Mrs.  Robbins, 
assisted  by  L.  L.  Constance,  and  a  group  of 
school  children,  attending  to  the  removal 
of  the  books  and  magazines. 

In  1908,  the  Fortnightly  club  with  some 
help  from  the  library  board  finished  up  the 
north  room  in  the  library  basement,  and 
the  same  year  the  interior  walls  of  the 
library  were  tinted.  Since  the  Fortnightly 
club  enlarged  its  scope  this  basement  room 
has  been  used  for  its  meetings.  The  city 
has  furnished  the  south  rooms  in  the  base¬ 
ment  for  restrooms. 

The  present  members  of  the  board  are: 
Fred  Tompkins  (mayor),  E.  C.  Hirsch 
(superintendent  of  schools),  L.  P.  Bunker 
(superintendent  of  the  Barron  County 
Training  School),  Mrs.  O.  M.  Sattre,  Mrs. 
Henry  M.  Boll  and  Mrs.  Charles  Stark. 

The  leading  fraternities  of  Rice  Lake 
are  the  Blue  Lodge,  Chapter,  Council  and 
Eastern  Star  of  the  Masons;  the  Lodge, 
Canton,  Encampment  and  Rebekah  degree 
of  the  Odd  Fellows;  the  men’s  and  sisters’ 
lodges  of  the  Scandinavian  fraternity;  the 
Knights  of  Columbus  and  the  Foresters; 
the  Grand  Army,  Relief  Corps  and  Amer¬ 
ican  Legion;  the  Modern  Woodmen  and  the 
Royal  Neighbors;  the  United  Commercial 
Travelers;  the  Beavers,  the  Woodmen  of 
the  World,  the  Maccabees  and  the  Mystic 


Workers.  All  the  churches  also  have  vari¬ 
ous  social  organizations. 

Rice  Lake  Lodge  No.  234,  F.  &  A.  M., 
was  organized  under  dispensation  dated 
Nov.  9,  1886.  The  charter  was  granted  on 
June  16,  1887.  The  charter  members  were: 
Fred  H.  Tuttle,  M.  W.;  James  Sims,  S.  W.; 
Charles  A.  Gesell,  J.  W.;  William  H.  Win¬ 
ter,  S.  D.;  Rufus  L.  Young,  J.  D.;  Ernest 
Hartel,  treasurer;  F.  M.  Van  Bergen,  secre¬ 
tary;  John  F.  Dietz  and  Charles  Nunn, 
stewards;  Ebenezer  Bassett,  tiler;  N.  L. 
Howison. 

The  Masters  of  the  Lodge  have  been: 
Fred  H.  Tuttle,  1887-88;  J.  A.  Sims,  1889,  90, 
92,  93;  C.  C.  Kile,  1891;  M[ark  Eubanks, 
1894,  95,  96,  1904,  05;  Ebenezer  Bassett, 
1897,  98,  99,  1900;  W.  W.  BordweU,  1901; 
D.  W.  McClench,  1902;  Rufus  L.  Young, 
1903;  Ernest  Hartel,  1906;  J.  F.  Coleman, 
1907;  S.  R.  Pollock,  1908;  H.  L.  Gardner, 
1909,  10,  11;  C.  W.  Heideman,  1912;  G.  O. 
Stark,  1913;  F.  H.  Gardner,  1914,  19;  S.  8. 
Brodt,  1915;  M.  D.  Manson,  1916;  G.  A. 
Chinnock,  1917;  C.  A.  Polland,  1918;  G.  L. 
Lyle,  1920;  J.  J.  Jacobson,  1921;  C.  V. 
Sorenson,  1922. 

The  first  meetings  were  held  in 
W.  H.  Phipps  building,  now  the  Jewett 
Drug  Co.  building.  Later  the  Lodge  met  in 
the  Eubanks  building,  now  the  Rice  Lake 
Laundry  building.  Next  it  met  in  the  Fred 
Field  building,  now  the  Golden  Rule  build¬ 
ing;  next  in  the  First  National  Bank 
building. 

The  Masonic  Temple  Association  was  in¬ 
corporated  on  July  28,  1916,  and  capitalized 
at  $7,000.  The  building  committee  was 
Mark  Eubanks,  F.  H.  Gardner  and  C.  A. 
Polland.  The  present  Masonic  Temple  on 
Marshal  street 'was  dedicated  with  a  Past 
Masters’  night,  on  Jan.  10,  1916.  Marshal 
T.  Brekke  took  his  first  degree  in  Masonry 
with  the  following  past  masters  in  the 
chairs:  Mark  Eubanks  as  W.  M.;  Ebenezer 
Bassett  as  S.  W.;  Rufus  L.  Young  as  J.  W.; 
J.  F.  Coleman  as  S.  D.;  G.  O.  Stark  as 
J.  D.;  S.  S.  Brodt  and  F.  H.  Gardner  as 
stewards;  M.  D.  Manson  as  tiler. 

Pokegema  Chapter  No.  67,  R.  A.  M.,  was 
organized  under  dispensation  dated  Feb.  15, 
1894,  and  the  first  meeting  was  held  four 
days  later.  N.  W.  Bailey  was  the  first  Ex. 
High  Priest,  W.  H.  Luce  the  first  King,  and 
G.  B.  Campbell  the  first  Scribe.  The  char¬ 
ter  was  granted  Feb.  20,  1895,  the  charter 
officers  being:  C.  J.  Canning,  Ex.  High 
Priest;  W.  H.  Luce,  King;  and  N.  W. 
Bailey,  Scribe.  The  other  charter  members 
were:  W.  W.  Bordwell,  J.  E.  Horsman, 
Charles  A.  Gessell,  G.  B.  Campbell,  Fred 
J.  Otis,  E.  M.  Bartlett,  M.  P.  Barry  and 
George  Parr. 

The  High  Priests  have  been:  N.  W. 
Bailey,  1894,  1901;  C.  J.  Canning,  1895; 
O.  J.  Anderson,  1906;  Mark  Eubanks,  1897, 
98,  99,  1900,  02,  08,  18;  M.  P.  Barry,  1903; 
Ebenezer  Bassett,  1904,  07,  10,  11,  12,  13; 
W.  W.  Bordwell,  1905;  E.  C.  McClelland, 
1906;  S.  R.  Pollock.  1909,  15;  S.  S.  Brodt, 
1914;  G.  O.  Stark,  1916,  21.  22;  W.  F.  Hood, 
1917;  F.  H.  Gardner,  1919-20. 
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Rice  Lake  Council  No.  27,  R.  &  8.  M.,  re-' 
ceived  its  dispensation  dated  Nov.  6,  1901, 
and  the  first  meeting  was  held  three  weeks 
later.  The  charter  officers  were:  Mark  Eu¬ 
banks,  T.  I.  M.;  N.  W.  Bailey,  D.  M.;  and 
C.  D.  Stockwell,  P.  C.  of  W.  The  other 
charter  members  were:  Ernest  Hartel,  Ru¬ 
fus  L.  Young,  D.  W.  McClench,  Jonas  Man- 
hein,  J.  E.  Horsman  and  Ebenezer  Bassett. 
The  charter  was  granted  Feb.  18,  1902. 

Rice  Lake  Lodge  No.  269,  I.  O.  O.  F. 
was  instituted  May  5,  1877,  and  received  its 
charter  Dec.  7,  of  that  year.  A  duplicate 
charter  was  issued  March  5,  1917.  The 
charter  members  of  the  lodge  were:  I.  C. 
Sergeant,  Elvin  Plxley,  F.  D.  Demars, 
Henry  Sawyer,  William  H.  McDowell  and 
John  Hegan. 

The  living  members,  who  have  been 
members  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  are:  G.  C. 
Soper,  T.  B.  Mltchel,  Silas  Stultz,  Fred 
Prince,  E.  N.  Bowers,  B.  F.  Prince,  C.  H. 
Steltzner,  John  Lee,  Bert  Richardson,  Wil¬ 
liam  Morris,  R.  H.  Waldorf,  O.  A.  Schoon¬ 
over,  Barney  Drook,  Henry  Lee,  L.  E.  Tra¬ 
vis,  H.  R.  Buhrow,  J.  P.  Qualy,  Robert 
Smith.  T.  S.  Ketcham,  U.  S.  Lasey,  Charles 
Mattison,  N.  M.  Shoemaker,  Robert  Phil¬ 
lips,  Chris.  Herning,  C.  A.  Hanneman,  C.  H. 
Hogan,  O.  A.  Rogatad,  J.  P.  Frion,  S.  A. 
Sandberg  and  L.  E.  Olsen. 

The  officers  for  the  term  ending  June  30, 
1921,  were:  Noble  Grand,  E.  J.  Mattison; 
vice  grand,  F.  B.  Davenport;  secretary, 
Chris.  Herning;  financial  secretary,  B.  F. 
Prince;  treasurer,  Chris  Steltzner;  trustees, 
H.  R.  Buhrow,  C.  A.  Hanneman  and  D.  P. 
Hoag. 

Phoenix  Encampment  No.  25,  I.  O.  O.  F. 
was  organized  Feb.  11,  1903.  The  charter 
members  were:  E.  N.  Bowers,  G.  C.  Soper, 

C.  H.  Steltzner,  R.  Rynders,  C.  H.  Jones, 
Chris.  Herning,  B.  C.  Biglow,  J.  H.  Gatos, 
P.  Tournier,  G.  W.  Garvis,  John  Bude  and 
W.  W.  Dietz. 

The  officers  for  the  term  ending  June  30, 
1921,  were:  Chief  patriot,  Ralph  Stark; 
high  priest,  William  Prince;  senior  warden, 
E  J.  Mattison,  Junior  Warden,  Eld.  Falstad; 
scribe,  Chris.  Herning;  financier,  J.  P. 
Frion;  treasurer,  C.  A.  Hanneman;  trustees, 
Chris.  Steltzner  and  H.  R.  Buhrow. 

Wisconsin  Canton  No.  22,  Patriarchs  Mili¬ 
tant,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Rice  Lake,  received  its  war¬ 
rant,  Dec.  21,  1911.  The  charter  members 
were:  E.  N.  Bowers,  J.  A.  H.  Johnson, 
Henry  Lee,  Barney  Droock,  Chris  Herning, 

D.  P.  Hoag,  Nels  Larson,  Th.  S.  Ketcham, 
H.  W.  Weilip,  George  Holman,  C.  L.  Merri- 
man,  W.  H.  Rose,  H.  R.  Buhrow,  G.  C.  Soper 
and  John  Lee. 

J.  P.  Frion,  a  member  of  this  Canton,  is 
major  of  the  Second  Battalion  of  the  Second 
Wisconsin  Regiment.  Lee  Patrow  is  his  ad¬ 
jutant  with  the  rank  of  captain.  Herman  P. 
Buhrow  is  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  same 
regiment.  E.  N.  Bowers  and  L.  W.  Travis 
have  also  held  the  rank  of  major,  and  J.  P. 
Qually  and  J.  A.  H.  Johnson  have  been  cap¬ 
tains. 

The  present  officers  are:  Captain,  C.  H. 
Stelzner;  lieutenant,  Iver  Shervey;  ensign, 


A.  R.  Friberg;  clerk,  J.  P.  Frion;  account¬ 
ant,  C.  H.  Hanneman. 

Hiawatha  Rebekah  Lodge  No.  75,  L  O. 
O.  F.  was  instituted  June  8,  1892.  The 
charter  members  wore:  Caroline  (Mrs. 
George)  Angel;  Ella  A.  (Mrs.  D.  P.) 
Hoag;  Leanna  R.  (Mrs.  William  W.)  Dietz; 
Frank  M.  Angel,  D.  P.  Hoag,  W.  W.  Dietz 
and  Henry  Steltzner. 

The  officers  for  the  term  ending  Dec.  31, 
1921,  are:  Noble  grand,  Mary  (Mrs.  Glenn) 
Hartel;  vice  grand,  Olga  (Mrs.  William) 
Prince;  recording  secretary,  Clara  (Mrs. 
Sam.  R.)  Hanson;  finanaial  secretary, 
Lettie  (Mrs.  Herman)  Coats;  treasurer, 
Nancy  (Mrs.  Jacob)  Lemler. 

For  some  years  the  Odd  Fellows  occu¬ 
pied  the  upper  story  of  the  wooden  build¬ 
ing  on  the  southwest  corner  of  Marshall 
and  Main  streets.  When  they  sold  this 
building,  they  purchased  the  old  Courthouse 
building,  on  the  northwest  corner  of  Main 
and  Messenger  streets.  This  building  had 
been  erected  in  1874  by  Knapp,  Stout  4b 
Co.  as  a  courthouse,  and  was  actually  occu¬ 
pied  as  such  the  few  months  that  Barron 
was  the  county  seat  Later  it  had  been 
used  for  various  purposes.  The  upper  floor 
was  for  several  years  occupied  as  council 
chambers  and  city  headquarters,  and  the 
lower  floor  was  at  one  time  occupied  by 
the  postofflce.  The  Odd  Fellows  fitted  up 
the  upper  floor  as  a  lodge  room,  and  rented 
the  lower  floor  to  B.  Droock,  confectioner 
and  ice  cream  manufacturer.  In  1914  the 
building  was  sold  and  moved  to  a  location 
south  of  the  School  for  the  Deaf  where  it 
now  stands.  The  Odd  Fellows  then  sold 
the  north  part  of  their  land  to  B.  Droock, 
The  Odd  Fellows  and  Mr.  Droock  then 
erected,  two  buildings  at  the  same  time, 
similar  in  general  construction  and  design, 
but  separated  by  a  fire  wall.'  The  Odd 
Fellows  fitted  up  the  second  story  of  their 
building  for  a  lodge  room,  and  equipped  it 
with  modern  facilities  for  entertainments, 
banquets  and  the  like.  The  lower  floor  was 
rented  for  commercial  purposes.  Mr. 
Droock  occupied  the  lower  floor  of  his  build¬ 
ing  and  rented  the  upper  floor  for  offices. 
The  Odd  Fellow  block  was  almost  totally 
destroyed  by  fire  on  Feb.  23, 1917,  and  at  the 
same  time  Mr.  Droock  suffered  a  heavy 
loss  from  smoke.  A  rebuilding  committee 
consisting  of  B.  Droock,  B.  F.  Prince  and 
Louis  E.  Travis  was  then  appointed.  The 
building  was  dedicated  Feb.  6,  1918.  It  is 
practically  a  duplicate  of  the  former  build¬ 
ing.  It  is  31  by  112  feet,  well  equipped  in 
every  way.  The  Droock  building  is  22  by 
112  feet.  The  lower  floor  of  the  Odd  Fel¬ 
low  building  is  occupied  by  the  J.  C.  Penny 
Co.  store.  The  basement  is  occupied  by 
the  printing  plant  of  the  Rice  Lake  Times. 

M.  W.  Heller  Post  No.  166,  G.  A.  R..  was 
instituted  Aug.  1,  1894,  by  Charles  W. 
Moore  and  H.  J.  Dixon,  members  of  the 
Chetek  Post.  J.  A.  Watrous  was  then  the 
department  commander.  The  post  was 
named  from  M.  W.  Heller,  the  first  per¬ 
manent  settler  of  Rice  Lake,  and  the  first 
veteran  of  the  Civil  War  to  die  here.  The 
charter  members  were:  A.  8.  Jopp,  R.  L. 
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Young,  Ephraim  Burby,  John  Deitz,  Sr.,  W. 

B.  Slick,  D.  W.  McClench,  H.  M.  Richard¬ 
son,  Gottlelb  Frlon,  W.  W.  Bordwell,  A.  W. 
Bailey,  C.  Z.  Stevenson,  C.  A.  Bunce,  F.  R. 
Conn,  E.  L.  Everts,  J.  W.  Rogers,  W.  C. 
Porter,  Ebenezer  Bassett,  J.  W.  Henderson, 
T.  E.  Richards,  C.  F.  Bone,  Alfred  Locey, 
W.  H.  Luce,  T.  A.  Ross,  N.  E.  Leach,  M.  P. 
Barry,  J.  H.  Hogeboom,  and  G.  C.  Soper. 

Of  these  twenty-seven  there  are  now  liv¬ 
ing  six:  R.  I*  Young,  W.  W.  Bordwell,  J. 
W.  Rogers,  W.  C.  Porter,  Ebenezer  Bas¬ 
sett  and  G.  C.  Soper.  The  first  officers 
were:  Commander,  A.  S.  Jopp;  senior 

vice  commander,  C.  E.  Bunce;  junior  vice 
commander,  H.  M.  Richardson;  adjutant, 

C.  Z.  Stevenson;  quartermaster,  W.  H.  Luce; 
chaplain,  F.  R.  Conn;  officer  of  the  day, 

D.  W.  McClench;  officer  of  the  guard,  Gott¬ 
lieb  Frion;  quartermaster  sergeant,  W.  W. 
Bordwell.  In  addition  to  the  twenty-one 
charter  members  who  are  dead,  twenty-four 
who  have  since  been  mustered  in  have 
died.  They  are:  Frank  Bulger,  I.  C.  Ser¬ 
geant.  John  Ginder,  R.  D.  Whitier,  Nicho¬ 
las  Weins,  William  Biss,  Chris  Mossman, 
A.  M.  Olds,  Jacob  Rice,  Robert  Kruger,  J. 
P.  Rynders,  Moses  Boudry,  G.  W.  Hicks,  L. 
D.  Parker,  J.  C.  Livingston,  J.  H.  Coats, 
J.  D.  Lent,  Elliot  Ward,  P.  H.  Swift,  Chris 
Heldstab,  W.  K.  West,  C.  E.  Munger,  N. 
W.  Olmstead,  Frank  Rezarch. 

The  present  members  are:  R.  L.  Young, 
G.  C.  Soper,  Ebenezer  Bassett,  W.  W.  Bord¬ 
well,  Joseph  Brown  and  Lewis  Wert.  Only 
the  first  three  are  able  to  attend  the  meet¬ 
ings.  They  still  gather  and  talk  over  old 
times.  While  the  Post  dates  back  to  1894, 
the  organization  is  really  of  much  older 
date.  For  many  years  before  that,  the  old 
soldiers  met  regularly  for  the  purpose  of 
fostering  patriotic  sentiment  especially 
among  the  school  children,  and  reviewing 
the  stirring  events  in  which  they  had  a 
part.  One  such  meeting  was  held  as  early 
as  July  4,  1876,  when  a  grand  celebration 
was  held  in  honor  of  the  Centennial  of  the 
Adoption  of  the  Declaration. 

The  M.  W.  Heller  Corps  No.  109,  W.  R. 
C.,  was  organized  Feb.  18,  1891.  The  char¬ 
ter  members  were:  Martha  Bailey,  Louise 
Brow,  Eliza  Deery,  Margaret  Rice,  Emma 
Whitaker  and  Mary  Young,  now  deceased; 
and  Abbie  McClench,  Emma  Bunce,  Julia 
Colan,  Sarah  Small,  Belle  Washburn,  Lottie 
Abbott,  Abbie  Freight,  Myra  Parker,  Fannie 
Sergeant,  Carrie  Sergeant,  Della  La  Londe, 
Fannie  Munger  and  Anna  Hilliker. 

The  corps  presidents  have  been:  Abbie 
McClencb,  1891-92;  Marcia  E.  Luce,  1893; 
Jennie  Jopp  (deceased),  1894;  Mary  Bas¬ 
sett,  1895;  Sarah  Stark,  1896;  Abbie 
Feight,  1897;  Lillian  Stark,  1898;  Alice 
Tremper  (deceased),  1899;  Ruth  M.  Boll, 
1900;  Hattie  Conn,  1901;  Mary  B.  Young, 
1902;  Mary  Bassett,  1903-04;  Sarah  Stark, 
1905-06;  Martha  Bailey  (deceased),  1907; 
Addie  Whitaker  (deceased),  1908-09;  Sophia 
L.  Qualy,  1910-15;  Ruth  M.  Boll.  1916-17; 
Minnie  Schoonover,  1918-19;  Emma  Young, 
1920-21. 

The  Corps  is  an  active  body  and  is  doing 
much  relief  work,  in  addition  to  holding  so¬ 


cial  gatherings,  inculcating  patriotic  senti¬ 
ment,  and  looking  after  the  interests  of  the 
soldiers  of  the  Civil,  Spanish-American  and 
World  Wars. 

Evergreen  Camp  No.  1842,  Royal  Neigh¬ 
bors,  was  instituted  Sept.  1,  1899,  and  the 
charter  granted  Sept.  14,  1899. 

Rice  Lake  Lodge  No.  303,  Mystic  Work¬ 
ers  of  the  World,  was  instituted  June  25, 
1900. 

Federal  Labor  Union  No.  15284,  A.  F.  of 
L.  was  organized  Sept.  18,  1916,  and  ad¬ 
mitted  to  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
Sept.  18,  1916.  The  charter  members  were: 
Rodger  Drangel,  Peter  Korbstz,  A.  F.  De¬ 
mers,  Andrew  Paulson,  Louis  Black,  Fred 
Halsler  and  Thomas  Hicksy. 

Rice  Lake  Council  No.  332,  United  Com¬ 
mercial  Travelers,  was  Instituted  June  8, 
1906.  The  charter  members  were  the 
Messrs.  Rapp,  Qualy,  West,  Battin,  Morri¬ 
son,  Cresler,  Babcock,  Burke,  Linenfelser, 
Nilssen,  Scott,  Johnson,  Elwood,  Horsman, 
Dahl,  Brown,  Hanson  and  Paradis. 

Valhalla  Lodge,  No.  7,  Independent  Scan¬ 
dinavian  Workingmen’s  Association,  Rice 
Lake,  was  organized  Jan.  9,  1897.  The  char¬ 
ter  officers  were:  President.  John  Trond- 
berg;  vice  president,  John  Samdahl;  secre¬ 
tary,  Louis  Sather;  financial  secretary,  Nils 
Larson;  treasurer,  John  J.  Moe;  instructor, 
Ole  Sockness;  marshal,  Fred  Loe;  inside 
guard.  Peder  Peterson  (Aas);  outside 
guard,  Nils  Hanson. 

Sisters  of  Valhalla  Lodge  No.  12,  Scan¬ 
dinavian  Sisters  Association  of  America, 
Rice  Lake,  was  Instituted  April  10,  1906. 

The  Rice  Lake  Building  and  Loan  As¬ 
sociation  was  organized  in  the  spring  of 
1921.  The  first  officers  were:  N.  W.  Heintz, 
president;  T.  W.  Quinn,  vice  president; 
Oscar  G.  Jensen,  secretary  and  treasurer. 
The  directors:  N.  W.  Heintz,  T.  W.  Quinn, 
L.  V.  Pettit,  D.  L.  Dawson,  O.  G.  Sands, 
J.  P.  Schneider,  A.  M.  Fengler  and  W.  R. 
Swenson. 

The  Rice  Lake  Creamery  and  Cheese  Co. 
was  incorporated  in  1896  with  a  capital  of 
$4,000,  and  began  operations  in  June,  1896. 
The  officers  were:  Dr.  T.  A.  Charron, 
president;  secretary,  J.  E.  Horsman; 
treasurer,  P.  M.  Parker;  manager,  C.  H. 
Jones.  Harold  Hansen  was  the  butter- 
maker.  The  creamery  had  a  daily  capacity 
of  600  pounds  of  butter  and  1,000  pounds  of 
cheese. 

Some  eighteen  years  ago  C.  Gerland  ac¬ 
quired  the  establishment.  It  is  now  the 
only  creamery  operated  at  Rice  Lake.  It  is 
located  at  the  foot  of  Messenger  street,  di¬ 
rectly  opposite  the  Soo  line  railroad  sta¬ 
tion.  The  building  is  50  by  70  feet,  two 
stories.  The  creamery  equipment  consists 
of  four  pasteurizing  vats  with  a  capacity 
of  400  gallons  each,  and  two  combined 
power  churns  and  butter  workers  with  a 
capacity  of  1,000  each.  In  the  busy  season 
the  creamery  can  operate  from  six  to  eight 
churnings  a  day.  The  company  also  does 
a  large  business  in  the  manufacture  of 
Ice  cream.  It  likewise  makes  casein,  a 
skimmed  milk  product.  The  concern  is  now 
known  as  the  Rice  Lake  Creamery  Co.  The 
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making  of  cheese  has  been  abandoned. 

The  story  of  the  Barron  County  Training 
School,  located  at  Rice  Lake  is  told  in  the 
Educational  chapter  elsewhere  in  this 
■  work. 

The  Rice  Lake  Day  Oral  School  for  the 
Deaf  was  organized  in  September,  1907, 
with  an  enrollment  of  four  pupils.  A  month 
or  so  later  two  more  children  were  enrolled, 
and  the  school  closed  with  an  enrollment  of 
seven  pupils — Mrs.  C.  EL  West  (formerly 
Miss  Katherine  Fulton)  being  the  first 
teacher. 

Owing  to  lack  of  room  the  school  has 
been  located  in  different  buildings,  occupy¬ 
ing  at  one  time  a  room  in  the  First  Ward 
School,  later  In  the  County  Training  School, 
and  finally  on  the  second  floor  of  the  City 
Building  on  Main  Street. 

Since  its  organization  fifty-seven  pupils 
have  attended  the  school — the  majority  of 
this  number  being  non-resident  pupils  com¬ 
ing  from  the  surrounding  counties.  Those 
eligible  to  the  school  are  children  between 
the  ages  of  six  and  twenty  years,  that  are 
totally  deaf,  hard  of  hearing,  or  hearing 
children  with  defective  speech.  The  lat¬ 
ter  are  admitted  until  their  speech  defects 
are  corrected,  when  they  return  to  the 
hearing  schools  again. 

In  1917  Sarah  Droock,  totally  deaf,  a 
resident  of  Rice  Lake,  graduated  from  the 
eighth  grade  making  a  very  good  record. 
The  next  year  Sarah  entered  the  local  high 
school  and  attended  classes  with  the  hear¬ 
ing  pupils — she  made  a  very  creditable 
showing  for  the  year,  being  exempt  from 
writing  examinations  in  some  cases,  and  re¬ 
ceiving  a  hundred  in  others. 

The  method  of  teaching  employed  is 
purely  oral — by  this  is  meant  that  the 
pupils  read  the  lips  and  are  taught  to 
speak.  The  manual  alphabet  is  not  used 
at  all,  neither  are  conventional  signs.  The 
work  consists  of  object  lessons,  and  in  the 
teaching  of  verbs,  the  action  of  the  verb, 
after  which  the  action  is  not  referred  to 
again. 

The  school  is  free  to  resident  as  well  as 
non-resident  pupils,  tuition,  board,  and 
transportation  being  paid  for  by  the  state. 
Suitable  boarding  places  are  found  for  the 
children  where  they  are  well  taken  care  of 
and  are  treated  as  one  of  the  family. 

There  has  been  an  enrollment  of  eight 
pupils  during  the  present  year,  five  of  these 
coming  from  Hayward,  Dresser  Junctiop, 
Exeland  and  Bloomer.  With  an  enrollment 
of  ten  or  more  pupils,  the  services  of  an 
assistant  are  required.  There  has  been  as 
high  as  fifteen  pupils  enrolled  at  one  time. 

The  girls  and  boyB  from  the  sixth  grade 
are  taking  cooking  and  manual  training 
with  the  hearing  classes  at  the  high  school. 
(Written  by  Mrs.  Charles  Miller  in  June. 
1921.) 

The  story  of  the  annual  exhibition  of  the 
Barron  County  Agricultural  Society  whose 
beautiful  grounds  are  located  in  Rice  Lake 
is  told  in  the  chapter  on  Modern  Agricul¬ 
ture,  in  this  volume. 

The  French  settlement,  so  called,  in  the 
northern  part  of  Rice  Lake  Township,  and 


the  southern  part  of  Oak  Grove  Township, 
was  the  first  agricultural  settlement  in  this 
part  of  the  county.  The  pioneers  of  this 
settlement  were  John  Le  Brie  Sr.,  John 
Le  Brie,  Jr.,  Charles  Amans  and  Henry  De¬ 
mers  and  Cyrille  Demers,  all  natives  of  the 
Province  of  Quebec,  Canada,  and  all  of 
French  blood.  These  men  had  gone  from 
Canada,  to  Missouri,  and  were  there  en¬ 
gaged  in  lumbering  and  in  railroad  construc¬ 
tion  work.  One  of  the  family,  "Ed.  LeBrle, 
had  left  the  Missouri  settlement  early  in 
1868,  had  visited  Menomonle,  Wis.,  and  en¬ 
tered  the  employ  of  Knapp,  Stout  ft  Co, 
and  had  by  them  been  sent  to  their  camp 
at  Rice  Lake.  He  wrote  to  his  relatives 
in  Missouri,  and  as  a  result,  five  families 
came  here  in  the  tall  of  1868,  and  here 
made  their  permanent  home.  John  Le  Brie 
Sr,  and  John  Le  Brie,  Jr,  located  in  Sec¬ 
tion  84,  Township  36,  Range  11  (Oak 
Grove);  Cyrille  Demers  in  Section  36,  36, 
11;  Charles  Amans  in  Section  12,  36,  11 
(Rice  Lake) ;  and  Henry  Demers  in  8ectlon 
2.  36,  11  (Rice  Lake.)  These  families  spent 
the  winter  of  1868-69  here. 

The  next  spring,  1869,  Aristide  Mlreau, 
later  rendered  Mero,  settled  on  railroad 
land  in  Section  33,  Township  36,  Range  11 
(Oak  Grove).  Near  him  in  Section  36, 
settled  George  Robarge,  Louis  Robarge 
.(“Deaf  Louis’'),  and  Benjamin  Demers. 
Others  who  joined  the  settlement  and  lo¬ 
cated  in  Township  36,  Range  11  (Rice  Lake) 
were:  Oliver  Demers,  Section  1;  Chester 
Fecto,  Frank  Le  Brie  and  Prosper  Corneau, 
Section  3;  Alex  Bergon  and  Trefie  Grand- 
bois,  Section  4;  Leon  Leford  and  Aldolphe 
Leford,  Section  8;  Charles  Michaud  and 
Joseph  LavalUer,  Section  11,  Alex  Beaton 
and  Andrew  Amans,  Section  12;  Prosper 
Forest,  Louis  Boury,  James  Rol  and  Leon 
Roi,  Section  18;  John  B.  Demers.  F.  I.  Do- 
mere,  Julian  Demers  and  Denis  Renville. 
Section  24;  and  Joseph  Roberge,  Richard 
Beruby,  James  Donahue  and  Joseph  Secord, 
Section  26. 

Later  comers  of  French-Canadlan  birth  to 
join  their  countrymen  in  Rice  Lake  Town¬ 
ship  were:  Toussaint  Gibord  and  Toussalnt 
Prudhomme,  Section  1;  Camile  Forest,  Sec¬ 
tion  8;  Joseph  Pigeon,  Section  12;  Antonie 
Roi..  Edmond  Roi  and  Firmln  Deruseau, 
Section  13;  David  Demers,  Alex  Lambert 
and  Hilaire  Demers,  Section  14;  Louis 
Gagner  and  Peter  Gagner,  Section  22;  and 
Leon  Gauthrle,  Section  35. 

In  the  meantime  in  1870,  four  bachelors, 
Michael  Donnelly,  Michael  Dooker,  Michael 
Rilley  and  James  Russell,  had  started  an 
Irish  settlement  in  Oak  Grove  Township, 
north  of  the  French  settlement.  Alone  as 
they  were,  they  found  their  diversion  in 
visiting  the  French  settlement.  They  were 
soon  joined  by  Henry  Burns,  Joseph  Burns, 
Michael  Handlln  and  Peter  Mayo. 

Of  the  men  in  the  French  settlement. 
John  LeBrle,  Sr.,  John  LeBrle,  Jr.,  and 
George  Robarge  were  the  only  ones  who  had 
horse  teams.  Some  had  oxen,  some  had 
mules.  Nearly  all  the  Knapp,  Stout  ft  Co. 
teams  were  mules,  and  the  settlers  were 
enabled  to  purchase  them.  Second-hand 
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carts  were  also  purchased  from  the  same 
company. 

Stanfold  postofflce  was  established  in 
1875  with  Oliver  Demars  as  postmaster. 
It  was  in  Section  1,  Rice  Lake  Township, 
north  of  the  river,  near  the  present  site  of 
Campla.  The  postmaster  brought  the  mail 
from  Prairie  Farm  once  a  week,  making 
the  trip  there  one  day  and  back  the  next. 
After  some  four  years,  John  Le  Brie,  Sr., 
became  the  mail  carrier. 

The  first  school  was  taught  by  May- 
belle  Beauchine  of  Chippewa  Falls,  in  a  log 
house  erected  by  the  settlers  in  Section  2. 

In  1871,  Louis  Madeau  opened  a  small 
trading  post  north  of  the  river  in  Section 
10,  at  a  place  where  the  train  crossed  the 


river.  He  was  a  fur  trader  and  kept  a  small 
stock  of  goods  for  the  Indians  and  Whites. 

When  the  French  settlers  arrived,  a  road 
had  been  cut  through  by  the  Knapp,  Stout 
ft  Co.  people  to  the  logging  camp  at  the 
Rice  Lake  dam.  At  that  time  travelers 
were  able  to  ford  the  river  below  the  dam, 
follow  the  west  shore  of  the  lake,  cross 
Bear  Creek  in  the  western  part  of  Section 
4,  and  follow  the  ridge  between  the  lake 
and  the  swamp.  Along  this  route,  John 
Le  Brie,  Sr.,  and  John  Le  Brie,  Jr.,  and 
Charles  Emans,  later  cut  a  road.  But  when 
the  log  drives  started,  the  river  could  no 
longer  be  forded  at  the  dam,  so  the  settlers 
to  the  north  had  to  travel  down  the  east 
side  of  the  lake,  and  follow  the  road  be¬ 
tween  Rice  Lake  and  Lake  Montanls. 


CHAPTER  XIX. 
BARRON  CITY. 


Barron  city,  with  a  population  in  round 
numbers  of  1,700  people,  is  beautifully  lo¬ 
cated  in  Sections  27  and  28,  Barron  Town¬ 
ship,  between  the  Yellow  River  and  Qua- 
derer’s  Creek,  which  have  their  confluence 
at  the  east  end  of  the  city.  It  is  on  the 
Twin  City-Sault  Ste  Marie  and  the  Rldge- 
land-Reserve  lines  of  the  *Soo'’. 

From  a  logging  camp  the  city  developed 
to  a  lumbering  center,  and  gradually  into 
an  agricultural  trading  center. 

The  city  has  six  churches:  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal,  the  Norwegian  Lutheran, 
the  8t.  Mark’s  Episcopal,  the  Baptist,  the 
St.  Joseph’s  Catholic,  and  the  German  Luth¬ 
eran.  All  the  churches  have  the  usual 
church  organizations. 

Education  is  well  looked  after  in  a  mag¬ 
nificent  high  school  building,  and  a  Ward 
school  for  the  lower  grades. 

The  fraternal  organizations  are  the  Ma¬ 
sons  and  Eastern  Star,  the  Odd  Fellows 
and  Rebekahs,  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and 
Pythian  Sisters;  the  Modern  Woodmen  and 
Royal  Neighbors,  and  the  Yeomen. 

The  patriotic  organizations  ard  the  Grand 
Army  and  the  Relief  Corps,  the  American 
Legion  and  the  Auxiliary. 

The  commercial  organization  is  the  Bar¬ 
ron  Business  Men’s  Club.  The  federated 
women’s  clubs  are  the  Mothers’  Club,  the 
Parent-Teachers’  Association  and  the  Busi¬ 
ness  Girl’s  Club.  The  temperance  organi¬ 
sation  is  the  W.  C.  T.  U.  The  Boy  Scouts  and 
the  Hl-Y  club  are  in  flourishing  condition. 

There  are  three  banks.  The  Bank  of  Bar¬ 
ron,  the  Normanna  Savings  Bank  and  the 
First  National  Bank. 

The  business  industries  are  the  Barron 
Co-operative  Creamery  Co.,  conducting  the 
largest  co-operative  creamery  in  the  world; 
the  Barron  Woolen  Mills  Co.;  the  Inder- 
relden  Canning  Co.;  the  Barron  Red  Pressed 
Brick  Co.;  the  Barron  Woodworking  Co.; 
and  the  Wenzel  Brothers  Manufacturing  Co. 

The  one  newspaper,  the  Barron  County 
News-Shield,  is  a  consolidation  of  the  Bar¬ 
ron  County  Shield,  established  in  1876;  and 
the  Barron  County  News,  established  in  1900. 


There  are  three  hotels:  The  Park  Hotel, 
W.  C.  Ketchnm,  proprietor;  the  Barron 
Hotel,  Mrs.  Emma  Sumter,  proprietor;  and 
the  Shaver  Hotel,  H.  O.  Shaver,  proprietor, 
as  well  as  the  usual  eating  rooms  and  lunch 
counters. 

The  Barron  County  Live  Stock  Sales  As¬ 
sociation  maintains  a  sales  pavillion,  and 
there  are  several  stock-shipping  yards, 
potato  warehouses,  two  lumber  yards  and  a 
number  of  garages. 

There  are  two  hospitals,  the  Barron  City 
Hospital  and  the  Werner  Hospital. 

The  usual  stores  and  business  houses 
flourish  here,  and  the  various  professions 
are  well  represented. 

The  municipal  improvements  consist  of  a 
pretty  forty-acre  park,  the  Library  Park,  a 
city  hall,  water  works,  electric  light  sys¬ 
tem  and  a  fire  company,  and  a  Carnegie 
Library. 

Barron  had  its  beginning  in  1860  when 
John  Quaderer  established  a  lumber  camp 
on  tbe  south  banks  of  Quaderer’s  Creek, 
just  south  of  the  present  courthouse  square. 
Mr.  Quaderer  was  at  first  a  foreman  for 
the  Knapp,  Stout  ft  Co.  firm.  Later  he  was 
a  contractor  for  that  firm.  The  land  about 
Barron  he  acquired  in  his  own  name.  For 
nearly  two  decades  thereafter  the  place 
was  little  more  than  a  lumber  camp.  In 
addition  to  the  buildings  incident  to  the 
lumbering  operations,  a  small  store  was 
opened. 

The  first  death  in  the  city  was  that  of 
a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Phylander  Ball, 
in  1863.  The  mother  died  a  few  days  later, 
and  both  were  buried  in  Section  19,  Town 
34,  Range  11,  on  tbe  banks  of  the  Menom- 
onie,  about  a  mile  north  of  the  “Soo”  rail¬ 
road  bridge,  at  the  locality  long  called 
"Lousberg". 

The  second  mill  in  the  county  was  started 
by  F.  H.  Perkins  in  1863.  It  was  located  on 
the  Yellow  river,  southeast  of  Barron,  in 
Section  6,  Town  33,  Range  11  (Maple  Grove, 
east).  The  third  mill  was  started  on  the 
same  river,  also  southeast  of  Barron,  in 
Section  26,  Township  34,  Range  12  (Bar¬ 
ron),  in  1869,  by  Bracklin,  Neville  Co.,  but 
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was  never  completed.  It  wag  at  this  place 
that  the  first  county  seat  of  Dallas  (Bar¬ 
ron)  County  was  located  by  the  Legislature 
in  1868.  Before  this  there  had  been  a  small 
mill  started  about  1862  at  Prairie  Farm,  by 
Knapp,  Stout  ft  Co. 

In  1874,  Mr.  Quaderer  built  the  frame 
building  8 till  standing  on  the  south  bank  of 
Quaderer  Creek,  southeast  of  the  south  head 
of  Third  street.  This  building,  known  as 
the  Quaderer  House,  waB  used  as  a  hotel 
for  many  years.  Its  upper  chambers  were 
used  as  a  courthouse.  About  this  time 
Baptiste  Quaderer  took  up  his  home  in  a 
small  house  near  the  hotel. 

The  first  courthouse  on  the  site  of  the 
present  county  courthouse  was  built  in 
1876.  The  place  was  still  a  lumber  camp, 
and  N.  M.  Rocbman  and  his  bride  used 
a  part  of  the  courthouse  as  a  residence. 
Charles  S.  Taylor,  that  year  appointed  dis¬ 
trict  attorney,  moved  with  his  wife  into  a 
little  log  cabin. 

Upon  making  his  first  trip  here,  Mr.  Tay¬ 
lor,  writing  to  his  wife  from  Rice  Lake, 
July  2,  1876,  describes  conditions  in  the 
county  as  follows: 

"At  Barron  there  is  a  hotel  (a  good,  large 
one,  painted  white  and  tolerably  furnished 
inside,  in  which  are  the  county  offices,  two 
rooms) ;  and  a  large,  new  barn  belonging  to 
the  hotel.  Across  the  road  is  a  little  store 
in  which  is  also  the  postoffice.  There  are 
two  small,  new  residences,  one  of  hewn  logs 
and  the  other  a  frame,  I  believe.  The  county 
house  is  now  being  erected,  it  is  all  en¬ 
closed.  There  is  a  blacksmith  shop,  small, 
and  about  half  a  mile  away,  a  homesteader’s 
house.  This  comprises  the  sum  total  of 
the  seat  of  Justice  of  the  county  of  Barron. 

"The  place  is  in  the  midst  of  the  woods, 
except  that  the  owner  of  the  place  has, 
perhaps,  cleared. 

"But,  oh,  what  a  difficult  ‘get-at-able’ 
place  it  is.  Sixteen  miles  of  almost  un¬ 
broken  woods  from  Prairie  Farm.  Then 
such  roads,  mud  and  ruts,  pine  stumps  and 
oak.  On  the  way  are  quite  a  number  of 
homesteaders’  little  clearings  and  one 
schoolhouse,  also  the  old  S.  K.  Young  school- 
house,  northeast  of  Prairie  Farm. — Ed.) 

“The  timbered  land  between  Prairie  Farm 
and  Barron  is  considerably  over  half  hard 
wodd,  of  great  density  and  beauty,  the 
rest  is  either  pine  or  pine  and  hardwood 
mixed,  with  considerable  pine  clearing.  A 
marked  peculiarity  of  the  pine  lands  here 
is  that  the  soil  is  excellent  on  most  of  them, 
the  hardwood  lands  are  all  good,  of  course. 

"Between  Rice  Lake  and  Barron,  twelve 
miles,  over  half  the  distance  is  heavily 
wooded  with  hard  wood,  part  of  the  distance 
is  covered  with  pine,  or  has  been  so  cov¬ 
ered,  with  part  of  the  same  pine  land  of  a 
light  ■oil.’? 

Writing  of  the  village  after  she  came 
here,  Mrs.  Taylor  says:  “Picture  to  your¬ 
selves  a  little  hamlet  in  the  woods,  having 
a  hotel  and  a  tiny  store  across  Quaderer 
Creek,  and  on  this  side  a  new  frame  court¬ 
house,  just  ready  for  occupancy,  a  small 
printing  office  where  the  Barron  County 
Shield  was  started  Oct.  10,  1876,  a  saloon, 


and  two  or  three  dwellings.  On  the  court¬ 
house  grounds,  around  the  dwellings  and 
In  the  streets  were  trees  and  pine  stumps. 
All  north  and  east  of  the  courthouse 
square  was  forest,  there  was  not  even  a 
street  opened  there.” 

The  first  schoolhouse  was  built  in  1877, 
on  what  is  now  Division  street,  west  of 
the  tracks.  Margaret  Clary  was  the  first 
teacher. 

M.  C.  Mason  purchased  the  Quaderer 
store  about  March  1,  1877.  It  was  a  few 
rods  from  the  Quaderer  house,  in  a  log 
building  sided  over  and  painted  red.  A 
little  later,  he  started  the  northward  busi¬ 
ness  movement  by  erecting  a  house  and 
store  on  the  north  side  of  the  creek,  on  the 
west  side  of  the  south  head  of  Second  street 

J.  J.  Smith  and  John  Conner  came  from 
Shell  Rock  in  the  fall  of  1878,  and  opened 
a  store  in  a  little  7  by  9  building  on  the 
south  side  of  the  creek,  not  far  from  the 
Quaderer  house.  Shortly  afterward  they 
erected  a  building  on  the  north  side  of  the 
creek,  on  the  west  side  of  the  south  head 
of  Third  street,  opposite  the  Courthouse 
square.  The  building  was  enlarged  from 
time  to  time  and  is  still  standing  on  the 
original  site. 

In  1878  J.  J.  Smith  and  Nelson  Carpenter 
erected  a  mill  on  the  present  site  of  the 
municipal  electric  and  pumping  plant.  They 
sold  to  the  Speed  Brothers.  In  1881,  George 
Parr,  John  Post  and  S.  J.  Parr,  under  the 
name  of  Parr,  Post  Co.,  purchased  the 
site  and  plant.  The  mill  was  entirely  re¬ 
built,  new  water  wheels  and  new  machinery 
furnished  and  the  dam  reconstructed.  This 
work  was  done  under  the  supervision  of 
John  Post,  with  the  millwright  work  in 
charge  of  his  father,  James  Post.  The 
plant  consisted  of  a  double  rotary,  with  a 
capacity  of  30,000  feet  a  day,  a  shingle  mill 
of  36,000  production,  a  planer,  lathe  and 
picket  machines,  a  re-saw  for  the  manufac¬ 
ture  of  siding,  and  a  turning  lathe  for  both 
wood  and  iron.  Thomas  W.  Parr,  son  of 
George  Parr,  purchased  John  Post’s  inter¬ 
est  in  the  property  in  1882,  and  the  firm  be¬ 
came  George  Parr  ft  Son.  In  1884  the  lat¬ 
ter  retired. 

The  Parr,  Post  ft  Co.,  soon  after  acquir¬ 
ing  the  mill  property,  put  up  a  general 
store  on  the  southwest  corner  of  La  Salle 
and  Second  streets,  only  a  block  from  the 
Mason  store.  This  building,  still  standing, 
is  moved  back,  and  the  site  is  now  occu¬ 
pied  by  the  residence  of  Dr.  H.  M.  Coleman, 
MrB.  Coleman  being  a  niece  of  John  Parr. 
In  connection  with  the  general  store, 
Thomas  W.  Parr  had  a  drug  store. 

When  John  Post  sold  his  interest  in  Parr, 
Post  ft  Co.,  in  1882,  he  opened  a  hardware 
store  in  a  building  on  the  northeast  corner 
of  La  Salle  and  Second  streets,  west  of  the 
present  News-Shield  office.  He  built  a  store 
across  the  street,  on  the  northwest  corner  of 
La  Salle  and  Second  streets,  now  occupied 
by  M.  H.  McKee,  merchant  and  city  clerk, 
and  moved  his  hardware  store  there.  A 
little  later  when  De  Witt  Post,  brother  of 
John  Post,  came  to  town,  he  became  a  part¬ 
ner  in  the  hardware  store. 
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Barron  was  platted  In  1876,  on  land 
owned  by  John  Quaderer. 

The  line  of  the  Minneapolis,  St.  Paul  ft 
Sault  Ste  Marie  waa  completed  through 
Barron  in  1884,  connecting  on  the  west 
with  Turtle  Lake,  and  thus  with  St.  Paul, 
and  on  the  east  with  Bruce.'  The  depot 
was  finished  Sept.  1,  1884,  and  was  located 
on  Seventh  street,  near  the  tracks,  four 
blocks  from  its  present  location. 

In  the  meantime,  M.  C.  Mason  had  sold 
his  store  to  Fred  Telke,  county  clerk,  and 
Herman  Telke,  a  Prairie  Farm  farmer,  who 
conducted  it  under  the  name  of  Telke 
Brothers. 

When  the  railroad  came  through,  there 
were  the  three  general  stores,  Telke 
Brothers,  near  the  head  of  Second  street, 
George  Parr  at  the  corner  of  Second  and 
La  Salle,  and  Smith  ft  Conner  near  the 
corner  of  Third  street.  John  Post  had  a 
hardware  store,  also  on  a  corner  of  Second 
and  La  Salle.  The  Quaderer  House,  on  the 
south  bank  of  the  creek  near  the  head  of 
Third  street,  was  being  managed  by  Simon 
Chrlsteeon. 

Several  blocks  to  the  northwest,  prac¬ 
tically  out  in  the  wilds,  was  a  two-depart¬ 
ment  school  on  the  site  of  the  present 
ward  school. 

The  courthouse  was  on  the  site  of  the 
present  building,  the  Jail  on  the  north  side 
of  La  Salle  street,  between  Third  and 
Fourth  street. 

Far  to  the  eastward  were  the  dam,  flour 
mills  and  woolen  mills  of  Charles  S.  and 
Jared  W.  Taylor. 

John  Schonbeck  had  the  Barron  House 
near  the  site  of  the  depot.  C.  Smith  had  a 
barber  shop,  James  Horning  a  boot  and 
shoe  shop. 

The  Barron  County  Shield  was  being 
edited  by  Charles  S.  Taylor. 

Charles  S.  Taylor,  Jerome  F.  Coe  and 
H.  J.  Sill  were  the  attorneys.  Dr.  Charles 
Jenks  was  practicing  medicine. 

Barron  Lodge  No.  220,  F.  ft  A.  M.  with 
George  Parr  as  master;  and  Martin  Wat¬ 
son  Post  No.  172,  G.  A.  R.  with  John  Post 
as  commander,  and  J.  J.  Smith  as  adjutant, 
were  in  a  flourishing  condition. 

The  railroad  addition  was  being  platted 
eastward  along  La  Salle  street,  from  be¬ 
tween  Third  and  Fourth  street,  to  between 
Eleventh  and  Twelfth  street,  and  north¬ 
ward. 

Before  the  trains  started  running,  Cam¬ 
eron  on  the  “Omaha”  was  the  nearest  rail¬ 
road  station.  A.  R.  Thurston  was  operating 
stages  between  Barron  and  Cumberland,  and 
Barron  and  Cameron,  and  carrying  mail. 
William  Bartlett  was  also  running  a  stage 
several  times  daily  between  Barron  and 
Cameron. 

Charles  S.  and  Jared  W.  Taylor,  in  1884, 
completed  a  dam  at  the  east  end  of the  city, 
on  the  Yellow  river,  providing  an  eight-foot 
head  of  water.  Two  sluice  ways,  each 
twenty  feet  wide,  and  each  with  an  eight- 
foot  flow  of  water,  were  provided,  and  each 
equipped  with  a  "Parker”  gate,  then  con¬ 
sidered  a  marvel  of  ingenuity.  A  chute  was 
provided  for  the  passage  through  the  dam 


of  ten  or  twelve  miHion  feet  of  pine  logs 
which  the  Knapp,  Stout  ft  Co.  people  con¬ 
tinued  to  float  down  the  Yellow  river  an¬ 
nually  for  several  years  thereafter. 

Upon  this  water-power,  the  Barron  Woolen 
Mills  and  the  Barron  Roller  Mills  were 
established. 

The  roller  mills  were  established  by 
Jared  W.  Taylor  and  Chas.  S.  Taylor,  and 
the  woolen  mills  by  Charles  S.  Taylor  and 
a  few  associates.  Jared  W.  Taylor  moved 
the  Stanley  mill  machinery  from  old  Cam¬ 
eron,  and  opened  for  business  In  the  fall  of 
1884.  The  power  was  from  a  36-inch  water 
wheel,  manufactured  and  patented  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  newspapers  of  the  time,  by  C. 
C.  Taylor,  of  Appleton,  Wis.,  an  uncle  of 
the  Taylor  brothers.  The  mill  had  a  daily 
capacity  of  from  76  to  100  barrels.  The 
woolen  mills  started  buying  wool  and  mak¬ 
ing  yarn  at  once,  and  in  1886  started  full 
operations.  The  power  was  from  a  twenty- 
four-inch  water  wheel,  of  the  same  type  as 
that  in  the  flour  mills.  Later  It  was  re¬ 
placed  by  a  40-inch  wheel.  The  main  build¬ 
ing  was  40 M  by  60  feet  in  size,  with  an  addi¬ 
tion  of  a  boiler  room,  16  by  20  feet.  B.  O. 
Ashdown  was  the  first  superintendent. 
Later  an  addition  40  by  80  feet  was  put  on 
the  main  building,  and  three  other  build¬ 
ings  erected. 

The  roller  mills  were  operated  by  Jared 
W.  Taylor  until  his  death  in  1917.  The 
property  was  sold  to  Otto  Berg  in  1919. 
and  he  in  turn  sold  to  the  city  of  Barron  in 
1921.  The  city  is  holding  the  property  as  a 
reserve  water  power.  All  outstanding  in¬ 
terests  in  the  woolen  mills  were  gradually 
acquired  by  Charles  S.  Taylor,  the  founder, 
and  are  still  owned  and  operated  by  the 
family. 

The  opening  of  the  depot  at  Barron  car¬ 
ried  the  trend  of  business  eastward.  In 
1886  Telke  Brothers  moved  to  the  north¬ 
west  corner  of  La  Salle  and  Fourth  street, 
and  the  upper  floor  was  fitted  up  as  a  hall. 
Smith  ft  Conner  put  up  a  building  on  the 
northeast  corner  of  La  Salle  and  Fourth 
street.  Thomas  W.  Parr  erected  a  building 
between  the  jail  and  the  Smith  ft  Conner 
building,  and  moved  his  drug  stock  there 
from  the  general  store  of  his  father.  John 
Quaderer  and  Simon  Christeson  put  up  a 
new  Quaderer  House  on  the  southeast 
corner  of  Fifth  and  La  Salle  street.  The 
building,  moved  eastward  to  the  middle  of 
the  block,  is  still  standing.  John  and  De- 
Witt  Post  built  a  store  on  the  northeast 
corner  of  Fifth  and  La  Salle,  and  moved  the 
hardware  store  there.  Ed.  C.  Coleman  and 
Nelson  Carpenter  opened  a  new  store.  Other 
smaller  business  enterprises  were  also 
started.  J.  F.'  and  C.  D.  Coe  put  up  an 
office  building  at  the  northeast  corner  of 
Third  and  La  Salle  streets.  They  fitted  up 
the  upper  floor  as  a  Masonic  hall.  In  Sep¬ 
tember,  1885,  the  Bank  of  Barron  was 
opened  in  this  building.  It  was  in  July  of 
this  year  that  the  Cumberland  stage  was 
discontinued,  the  postoflice  of  Price,  on 
that  route,  being  discontinued  at  the  same 
time. 
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The  Barron  County  Shield  in  the  summer 
of  1886  mentions  the  fact  that  there  were 
then  more  than  100  men  working  on  new 
buildings  in  the  village.  An  articld  pub¬ 
lished  on  Sept.  11,  1886,  says: 

“Barron  is  a  striking  example  of  the  op¬ 
portunities  offered  for  farming,  cattle  rais¬ 
ing,  lumber  or  flour  mills,  or  other  mill  run 
by  water  power.  With  ample  water  power 
from  the  Yellow  river,  where  already  lum¬ 
ber,  flour  and  woolen  mills  are  in  operation, 
about  160  stores  and  dwellings;  with  almost 
every  variety  of  timber,  as  bass,  birch, 
pine,  tamarack,  beech,  cedar  and  the  like, 
and  a  rich  soil,  growing  the  finest  grass 
for  cattle  and  giving  excellent  crops,  it  is 
surrounded  by  a  rich  cattle  raising,  farm¬ 
ing  or  dairying  country.” 

At  the  same  time,  Jerome  F.  Coe  was  run¬ 
ning  advertisements  in  various  papers  tell¬ 
ing  of  the  advantages  of  Barron  and  Barron 
County.  These  advertisements  set  forth  the 
conditions  as  they  were  at  the  time,  and 
spoke  most  enthusiastically  of  the  future. 
Probably  at  that  time  the  advertisements 
seemed  to  be  the  most  extravagant  “boost¬ 
ing”,  but  all  the  predictions  as  to  the  possi¬ 
bilities  of  the  county  have  come  true  in  a 
measure  greater  than  could  have  been  fore¬ 
seen  in  those  days  even  by  the  men  of  the 
broadest  vision. 

The  hardwood  Industry  began  to  take  on 
new  Importance.  George  Parr  ft  Son  con¬ 
tinued  their  mill  with  enlarged  capacity.  In 
May,  1899,  the  firm  became  merged  in  the 
Parr  Manufacturing  Company.  The  mill 
property  was  reduced  to  ashes  Sept.  17, 1890, 
when  the  company  bought  the  entire  ma¬ 
chinery  and  fittings  of  the  steam  sawmill 
at  Turtle  Lake,  formerly  belonging  to  Joel 
Richardson  and  set  it  up  near  the  site  of  the 
old  mill.  The  new  mill  had  a  capacity  of 
40,000  feet  a  day,  and  employment  is  given 
to  about  30  men.  The  company  also  pur¬ 
chased,  in  the  spring  of  1891,  the  shingle 
mill  of  J.  W.  Stone,  of  Turtle  Lake,  and 
erected  it  in  close  proximity  to  their  other 
mill.  It  had  a  capacity  of  40,000  shingles  a 
day.  The  mill  later  passed  through  several 
hands,  and  on  Oct.  26,  1901  was  sold  to  the 
city  of  Barrop. 

In  1886,  W.  B.  Judd  erected  a  large  saw 
and  stave  mill,  having  a  capacity  of  about 
40,000  a  day.  J.  W.  McKesson  put  up  a  stave 
and  heading  factory  the  same  year,  with  a 
daily  capacity  of  26,000  staves,  and  10,000 
headings.  E.  N.  Stebbins,  Sr.,  put  up  a  stave 
and  heading  mill  in  1891.  It  was  several 
times  demolished  and  rebuilt  and  continued 
business  until  the  past  decade.  W.  L. 
Morris  and  E.  N.  Stebbins,  Jr.,  were  asso¬ 
ciated  in  the  business. 

To  the  wood-working  mills  in  Barron,  in 
the  nineties,  came  a  wealth  of  hardwood 
from  the  surrounding  region.  The  news¬ 
papers  of  the  period  speak  of  the  fact  that 
ofien  on  a  bright  winter  morning,  more  than 
a  hundred  loads  of  hardwood  logs  all  in  one 
line  could  be  counted,  bound  for  the  Barron 
mills.  Not  only  did  Barron  get  these  logs, 
but  it  also  became  the  trading  center  of  a 
large  territory  especially  to  the  southward. 

The  building  of  the  Menomonie,  Dallas  ft 


Rice  Lake  branch  of  the  “Soo,”  now  the 
“Blueberry,”  from  Barron  to  Ridgeland,  took 
much  trade  from  the  city  of  Barron,  by 
furnishing  the  farmers  to  the  southward 
with  convenient  shipping  and  trading  points 
nearer  home. 

But  as  the  dairying  Industry  increased. 
Barron  shared  in  the  prosperity  of  all  the 
surrounding  country,  and  it  is  now  a  grow¬ 
ing  and  flourishing  place,  with  its  natural 
advantages  well  developed. 

Brickmaking  has  flourished  in  Barron 
since  the  early  days,  the  various  yards  hav¬ 
ing  been  located  on  the  Hillsdale  road  south 
of  Quaderer  Creek.  The  latest  brickyard, 
quite  a  pretentious  establishment,  is  still  in 
existence  but  has  not  been  operated  for 
several  years. 

The  stories  of  the  creamery  and  canning 
Industry  are  told  in  the  chapter,  “Modern 
Agriculture,”  in  this  volume. 

Barron  was  incorporated  as  a  city  in  1887. 
The  bill  was  Introduced  by  Charles  S.Taylor. 
At  that  time  the  county  seat  question  was  a 
vital  one  in  the  county.  The  friends  of  Rice 
Lake  secured  the  introduction  of  an  act  in¬ 
corporating  that  city  with  four  wards,  thus 
making  four  members  on  the  county  board. 
Mr.  Taylor  at  once  rallied  the  friends  of 
Barron,  and  was  successful  in  securing  the 
incorporation  of  Barron  with  a  like  number 
of  wards,  thus  keeping  the  balance  of  power 
on  the  county  board. 

The  first  election  was  held  April  1,  1887, 
and  the  following  officers  chosen:  Mayor 
Ed.  C.  Coleman;  aldermen  and  super¬ 
visors,  first  ward,  John  Quaderer;  second 
ward,  John  Conner;  third  ward,  George 
Parr;  fourth  ward,  De  Witt  Post;  clerk, 
Henry  Olson;  treasurer,  J.  J.  Smith;  asses¬ 
sor,  A.  M.  Blodgett;  justice  of  the  peace, 
A.  M.  Blodgett  The  first  council  meeting 
was  held  April  19,  1887.  C.  T.  Webster  was 
appointed  marshal;  and  A.  C.  McLain,  street 
commissioner.  A  little  later,  J.  F.  Coe  was 
appointed  city  attorney. 

The  officers  for  1920-21  are:  Mayor, 
Henry  Radermacher;  aldermen  and  super¬ 
visors,  C.  P.  Stenerson,  W.  F.  Wichern,  H.  H. 
Dennison  and  J.  E.  Bowen;  clerk,  M.  H.  Mc¬ 
Kee:  treasurer,  John  West;  assessor,  F.  A. 
Hulbert;  justice  of  the  peace,  F.  B.  Kinsley; 
marshal,  Frank  Burnham.  M.  H.  McKee,  the 
clerk,  went  Into  office  In  1898,  and  has 
served  almost  continuously  since  that  time. 

The  public  water  system  was  established 
in  1894  when  the  first  mains  were  estab¬ 
lished.  J.  W.  Stone  was  then  mayor.  Two 
large  reservoirs  were  constructed,  fed  by 
springs.  The  present  supply  is  from  a  well, 
some  424  feet  deep,  the  water  being  ele¬ 
vated  by  two  pumps,  operated  at  the  pump¬ 
ing  station.  The  system  covers  the  princi¬ 
pal  business  and  residential  portions  of  the 
city. 

Oil  street  lamps  were  established  for 
street  lighting  when  Barron  was  but  a  ham¬ 
let.  The  city  continued  the  system  for  many 
years.  In  1898  the  first  electric  system  in 
Barron  was  established  under  the  mayor- 
ship  of  E.  N.  Stebbins,  Sr.  A  small  brick 
building  was  erected  on  the  banks  of  the 
Yellow  river,  arrangements  made  with  R. 
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Holliday,  then  the  owner  of  the  old  Parr 
Manufacturing  Co.  plant,  to  furnish  the 
power  for  the  electric  lights  and  to  pump 
the  water  for  the  water  works.  A  flfty-volt 
generator  was  established.  At  a  special 
election  held  Sept.  23,  1898,  it  was  deter* 
mined  to  install  a  110  volt  system,  and  in¬ 
augurate  street  lights.  Oct.  4,  1898,  a  con¬ 
tract  for  pumping  water  and  running  the 
dynamo  was  let  to  Gillet  ft  Soderberg,  the 
successors  to  R.  Holliday.  Oct  23,  1901,  the 
city  bought  the  mill  and  mill  site,  including 
the  waterpower  and  six  acres  of  land.  The 
mill  burned,  and  in  1902,  the  city  built  a 
temporary  structure  over  the  flume  to  house 
the  wbeel  and  generator.  New  apparatus 
was  established  at  that  time.  May  20,  1914, 
a  contract  for  purchasing  power  was  made 
with  the  WlBConsin-Minnesota  Light  ft 
Power  Co.,  and  a  day  current  established. 
The  city  now  manufactures  some  of  the 
current,  and  buys  the  rest  from  that  com¬ 
pany.  The  present  building  and  plant  was 
constructed  in  1918  under  the  mayorship  of 
T.  J.  Thompson.  The  present  cement  dam 
was  completed  late  in  1920.  The  plant  is  a 
modern  one  in  every  respect  and  well 
equipped.  July  12,  1920,  the  city  purchased 
the  J.  W.  Taylor  property  at  the  east  end  of 
the  city  half  a  mile  below  the  city  plant. 
The  new  purchase  includes  the  flour  mill 
and  waterpower  of  the  old  Barron  Roller 
Mills. 

The  city  hall,  a  brick  structure  on  east 
side  of  Fourth  street,  between  La  Salle  and 
Division  street,  was  built  in  1907,  when  J.  T. 
Atwater  was  mayor.  The  special  election 
for  the  purpose  was  held  May  16, 1907.  The 
building  houses  the  fire  apparatus  in  its 
lower  story,  while  the  upper  story  is  used 
for  council  chambers.  When  Barron  was  a 
hamlet  a  volunteer  fire  department  was 
established.  After  the  city  was  incorporat¬ 
ed,  the  council  voted  on  July  14,  1887,  to 
organize  a  regular  volunteer  fire  depart¬ 
ment,  and  to  spend  $1,500  for  a  hand  pump 
engine.  The  appropriation  was  confirmed 
at  a  special  election,  8ept.  9.  1887.  A.  N. 
Clemans  was  the  first  chief.  The  first  hand 
pnmp  engine  was  a  crude  affair,  necessi¬ 
tating  the  pumping  of  water  from  the  creek 
or  any  convenient  well.  The  equipment  is 
now  adequate  and  excellently  cared  for.  W. 
Robert  Reed  Is  the  present  chief.  The  fire 
apparatus  for  some  years  was  housed  In 
sheds,  first  on  rented  property,  and  then  In 
a  small  structure  on  the  grounds  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  pound,  now  the  city  hall  site.  A  shed 
was  moved  to  the  same  site  and  converted 
into  a  lock-up.  Part  of  the  time,  the  county 
jail  was  also  used  as  a  detention  place  for 
city  prisoners.  The  city  council  held  its 
meetings  in  the  C.  D.  Coe  law  office  on  the 
upper  story  of  the  old  Bank  of  Barron 
building,  then  standing  on  the  northeast 
corner  of  LaSalle  and  Third  streets,  but 
now  moved  north  on  Third  street. 

The  city  park  is  a  beauty  spot  of  forty 
acres  of  woodland,  lying  along  the  course 
of  the  Yellow  river.  It  is  conveniently  lo¬ 
cated,  and  of  a  picturesque  naturalness. 
Plans  for  its  improvement  have  been  made 
by  a  landscape  artist.  It  is  not  only  a  place 


of  recreation  for  the  people  of  the  city,  but 
also  for  travelers,  a  pleasant  tourist  camp 
with  ample  camping  facilities  having  been 
provided  by  the  city.  The  property  was 
purchased  from  Clarence  C.  Coe  on  Oct  14, 
1918,  when  T.  J.  Thompson  was  mayor.  The 
city  also  owns  a  small  park  of  two  lots, 
Just  north  of  the  Carnegie  library  on  Third 
street.  The  lots  were  purchased  in  1921. 

The  Wayside  Cemetery,  a  beautiful  city 
of  those  who  sleep,  is  located  northeast  of 
the  city,  in  a  place  of  beauty,  peace  and 
repose.  The  cemetery  was  started  by  the 
town  of  Barron  and  later  taken  over  by  the 
city.  A  plan  is  now  being  worked  out  by 
which  the  cemetery  will  be  made  perpetual¬ 
ly  self-sustaining.  The  first  cemetery  was 
started  west  of  the  city  oil  Division  street, 
on  the  rise  of  land  now  being  cut  down,  a 
few  rods  west  of  the  tracks.  Next  a  ceme¬ 
tery  was  started  on  the  south  side  of  La¬ 
Salle  creek,  near  its  eastern  end,  on  the 
banks  of  Quaderer’s  creek.  This  was  later 
abandoned,  and  the  bodies  removed  to  Way¬ 
side  cemetery.  One  of  the  features  of  the 
Wayside  cemetery  is  the  beautiful  monu¬ 
ment  erected  by  the  citizens  of  Barron  to 
the  heroes  of  the  Civil  War. 

The  first  schoolhouse  in  Barron,  as  al¬ 
ready  noted,  was  erected  in  1877,  and  was 
located  on  Division  street,  east  of  the  tracks. 
Margaret  Clary  was  the  first  teacher.  The 
schoolhouse  was  burned  in  1881.  In  its 
place  a  building  was  erected  on  Franklin 
street,  on  the  present  site  of  the  Ward 
school.  In  the  fall  of  1884  it  was  enlarged 
to  two  departments,  with  two  teachers. 
Prof.  Lellen  S.  Cheney  took  charge  of  the 
school  in  1886.  Prof.  Cheney  graded  the 
school  and  established  systematic  courses. 
The  growing  number  of  pupils,  together  with 
the  systematic  grading,  necessitated  more 
room,  and  two  of  the  grade  rooms  were 
housed  in  rented  store  rooms,  a  third 
teacher  being  employed  in  the  fall  of  1886 
and  a  fourth  in  January,  1887.  In  1887,  Prof. 
Cheney  started  giving  instruction  in  the  first 
year’s  work  of  a  three  years’  high  school 
course.  One  of  the  two  staircases  of  the 
building  was  boarded  up  and  partitioned  off. 
and  a  small  room  thus  made  on  the  second 
floor  for  the  new  high  school. 

At  the  end  of  the  1886-87  term,  a  deal  was 
made  for  the  purchase  of  a  lot  on  a  rise  of 
land  in  the  west  end  of  the  city.  The  sum 
of  $400  was  to  be  paid  for  the  lot,  and  the 
sum  of  $1,500  was  to  be  spent  in  construct¬ 
ing  a  schoolhouse.  But  while  the  deal  was 
hanging  fire,  the  people  living  toward  the 
east  end  of  the  city  became  active,  and  at 
a  meeting  held  soon  thereafter  it  was  decid¬ 
ed  to  purchase  a  lot  on  the  south  side  of 
LaSalle  street,  between  Sixth  and  Seventh 
streets,  from  John  Quaderer,  for  $1,600.  The 
sum  of  $4,000  was  appropriated  for  a  new 
school.  A  four  room  frame  building  was 
started.  The  two  lower  rooms  were  finished 
ready  for  occupancy  in  1888. 

The  reviews  in  the  common  branches  were 
continued  and  at  the  close  of  the  winter 
term  of  1888-89,  the  pupils  of  the  grammar 
grades  and  the  high  school  grades  were 
examined,  with  the  result  that  twenty-eight 
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sets  of  papers  were  secured  to  ofTer  to  the 
educational  authorities  as  a  basis  for  the 
establishment  of  a  free  High  school. 

Prof.  Cheney  resigned  after  the  close  of 
the  school  work  of  1888-89,  and  went  to 
Madison.  He  took  the  examination  papers 
and  other  documents  with  him  and  at  once 
interviewed  the  State  Superintendent  of 
Public  Instruction. 

Three  of  the  sets  of  examination  papers 
presented  were  thrown  out  because  they 
were  written  by  non-resident  pupils.  The 
other  twenty-five  were,  passed  and  the  school 
admitted  to  the  list  of  free  High  schools 
with  a  three-year  course  of  study.  When 
the  school  entered  upon  its  next  year’s  work, 
it  was  a  full-fledged  High  School,  with  its 
highest  class  beginning  its  third  or  senior 
year’s  work. 

The  first  class  started  by  Prof.  Cheney 
was  duly  graduated  from  the  three  years’ 
course  in  the  summer  of  1890.  Farlin  F. 
Wood  was  then  the  principal.  The  first 
class  consisted  of  Noble  W.  Mason,  Ralph 
Parr,  Nellie  Blodgett  Skinner  and  George 
Wright  George  Wright  is  dead.  Noble  W. 
Mason  is  a  Barron  business  man,  and  the 
other  two  are  living  elsewhere. 

Classes  continued  to  graduate  annually 
from  the  three  years’  course  until  1894.  In 
that  year  no  graduation  was  held.  The 
course  was  then  changed  to  a  four-year 
course,  and  the  first  class,  consisting  of 
one  student,  was  graduated  in  1895.  In 
1902,  the  High  school  was  Inspected  by 
Prof.  Cheney,  then  assistant  professor  of 
botany  at  the  University  of  Wisconsin,  and 
representing  the  faculty  of  that  institution, 
and  the  English  course  duly  placed  on  the 
accredited  university  list  Later  other 
courses  have  been  accredited. 

As  already  noted.  Prof.  Cheney  was  the 
first  principal  in  1886-1889.  Prof.  Cheney 
was  succeeded  by  Prof.  Farlin  F.  Wood,  who 
was  in  the  school  three  years.  He  was 
followed  by  Professor  Travis,  who  was  here 
one  year. 

From  1893  to  1898  Prof.  T.  H.  Lage,  later 
county  superintendent,  was  principal  of  the 
city  schools.  During  the  first  year  of  this 
period,  the  second  story  of  the  old  High 
school  building  was  finished  and  fitted  up 
for  school  use.  The  High  school  was  moved 
into  the  east  room,  while  the  grammar 
grades  occupied  the  west  room.  The  enroll¬ 
ment  of  the  High  school  at  this  time  was  73. 
Prof.  W.  S.  Freeman  succeeded  Prof.  Lage, 
and  superintended  the  workings  of  the 
school  from  1898  to  1901.  The  High  school 
grew  very  rapidly  so  that  in  1901  an  assist¬ 
ant  was  employed  to  aid  the  principal.  The 
same  year,  the  grammar  grades  were  moved 
to  the  east  room  on  the  first  floor  and  the 
room  vacated  by  that  grade  was  divided 
Into  two  rooms,  one  being  fitted  up  for 
a  recitation  room  and  the  other  for  a  labora¬ 
tory.  On  account  of  this  change  two  grades 
were  obliged  to  be  placed  in  Theater  hall. 

This  year  a  new  brick  ward  school  was 
erected  near  the  old  white  building.  This 
brick  building  is  the  present  ward  school. 

In  the  autumn  of  1901  Prof.  O.  El  Rice 
was  employed  as  principal  of  the  schools 


and  in  1902  Latin  and  German  being  added 
to  the  course,  a  second  assistant  was  neces¬ 
sary  to  teach  these  branches.  After  1903 
Prof.  F.  H.  Swenson  superintended  the 
schools  and  it  was  during  his  first  year  that 
the  work  was  found  to  be  too  heavy  for 
three  teachers  so  a  third  assistant  was 
added  to  the  staff.  By  the  autumn  of  1904 
the  enrollment  had  increased  to  such  an 
extent  that  the  assembly  room  could  no 
longer  accommodate  the  whole  High  school, 
so  the  Freshmen  were  placed  downstairs 
and  given  over  to  the  supervision  of  the 
third  assistant. 

In  1906,  Prof.  G.  M.  Snodgrass  becamo 
principal  of  the  schools. 

Because  of  the  increasing  need  of  the 
schools,  a  new  High  school  building  was  be¬ 
gun  in  the  summer  of  1906,  and  finished  the 
following  April.  This  constitutes  the  front 
part  of  the  present  building. 

Since  then  the  story  of  the  schools  has 
been  one  of  steady  growth,  fully  in  keep¬ 
ing  with  the  general  educational  progress 
of  the  state,  and  the  industrial  progress  of 
Barron  county.  The  principals  have  been: 
1909-10,  Charles  C.  McCormick;  1910-1L 
Margaret  Kennedy;  1911-14,  H.  H.  Hum¬ 
phrey;  1914-18,  L.  L.  Fulton;  1918-20,  P.  L. 
Coon;  1920  to  the  present  time,  F.  T. 
Hansen. 

At  present  a  broad  general  course  is 
given,  with  specialized  lines  in  Agriculture, 
Domestic  Science  and  Manual  Training. 
Nine  instructors,  including  the  principal,  are 
now  engaged  in  the  High  school  alone,  and 
the  enrollment  is  slightly  over  two  hundred 
pupils.  The  faculty  is  composed  as  follows: 
F.  T.  Hansen  (principal),  Lucile  F.  Wood¬ 
bury  (English),  Florence  Pearson  (history), 
Maude  M.  Morrison  (mathematics),  N.  C. 
Llppincott  (science),  Paul  G.  Singleton  (his¬ 
tory  and  civics).  Gladys  Arnold  (domestic 
science),  Philip  Peloquin  (agriculture),  Fred 
Short  (manual  training). 

In  the  early  months  of  1922  an  addition 
to  the  High  school  was  completed,  more 
than  doubling  its  size,  and  making  it  one 
of  the  finest  High  school  buildings  in  this 
part  of  the  state. 

The  Barron  Public  Library  had  its  be¬ 
ginning  in  1909  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Men’s  Club,  an  organization  of  the  leading 
business  and  professional  men  of  the  city. 
Elarly  in  the  year  books  and  papers  were 
solicited  by  a  house  to  house  canvass  and 
funds  for  a  start  raised  by  popular  subscrip¬ 
tion.  Early  in  April,  rooms  in  the  second 
floor  of  the  old  postoflice  building,  near  the 
corner  of  Third  and  La  Salle  streets,  were 
opened  with  a  pile  of  old  Youth’s  Com¬ 
panions,  Saturday  Evening  Posts  and  Amer¬ 
ican  Boy  Magazines  piled  up  in  one  corner 
and  some  chairs  and  reading  tables. 

Mrs.  T.  J.  Powell  was  secured  as  librarian 
and  the  first  afternoon’s  work  for  her  was 
picking  over  that  pile  and  entertaining  the 
interested  ones  who  came  to  see  the  new 
library.  But  books  and  magazines  of  all 
descriptions  came  fast,  also  traveling  li¬ 
braries  and  a  number  of  books  donated  by 
the  state.  Both  city  papers  donated  their 
current  issues  and  Mrs.  J.  E.  Bowen  gave 
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a  year’s  subscription  to  the  Youth's  Com¬ 
panion.  In  October,  the  library  board  saw 
its  way  clear  to  subscribe  for  a  few 
periodicals. 

On  July  1,  1909,  the  city  assumed  the 
maintenance  of  the  library  and  now  an 
annual  appropriation  of  $700  is  made  for 
that  purpose. 

In  January,  1912,  rooms  over  Rader- 
macher’s  store  were  secured  and  the  library 
moved  into  them. 

On  March  17,  1912,  application  was  made 
to  Andrew  Carnegie  for  funds  to  build  a 
permanent  home  for  the  library  and  word 
was  received  a  month  later  that  he  would 
donate  $6,500  for  that  purpose.  Negotia¬ 
tions  for  suitable  lots  and  to  secure  plans 
for  the  building  were  begun  at  once.  A  fine 
location  at  the  corner  of  Third  and  Divi¬ 
sion  streets  at  a  cost  of  $500  was  secured 
and  work  commenced  on  the  building  late 
in  August. 

In  February,  1913,  the  building  was  com¬ 
pleted  and  the  books  placed  in  their  new 
home. 

Mrs.  Powell  continued  as  librarian  until 
1913.  She  was  followed  by  Mrs.  Isabelle 
Young.  The  present  librarian.  Mrs.  Jose¬ 
phine  (J.  H.)  Anderson,  took  the  position 
September  1,  1920. 

The  chairman  of  the  Men’s  Club  at  the 
time  the  library  was  projected  was  Clarence 
C.  Coe;  the  secretary  and  treasurer  was 
J.  W.  Soderberg.  The  arrangement  com¬ 
mittee  consisted  of  J.  T.  Atwater  and  M.  1. 
Berg;  the  financial  committee,  of  G.  H.  R. 
Kershaw,  L.  S.  Cheney  and  W.  A.  McKee. 

Henry  Radermacher,  Julius  C.  Rockman, 
Geo.  Post,  George  R.  Borum,  J.  E.  Bowen, 
Mrs.  J.  P.  McGuan,  Mrs.  J.  H.  Anderson, 
Mrs.  K.  E.  Thompson,  Mrs.  Isabelle  Young 
and  P.  L.  Coon  are  also  names  which  appear 
on  the  early  records. 

When  the  permanent  organization  was 
perfected  November  26,  1910,  Geo.  Post  was 
made  president,  and  Geo.  R.  Borun,  secre¬ 
tary  and  treasurer.  Mr.  Post  was  followed 
as  president  by  John  W.  Soderberg,  who  is 
still  serving.  The  present  members  of  the 
board  are,  in  addition  to  the  two  officers 
mentioned:  J.  E.  Bowen,  Mrs.  J.  P.  Mc¬ 
Guan,  Mrs.  Josephine  Anderson,  Mrs.  K.  E. 
Thompson  and  Prof.  F.  T.  Hansen,  ex  officio. 

The  story  of  the  county  buildings  has 
already  been  told.  Early  meetings  of  the 
county  board  were  held  in  the  Quaderer 
headquarters.  Feb.  8,  1875,  the  county 
board  designated  the  upper  floor  of  the 
Quaderer  House  as  the  courthouse.  In  1876 
the  first  courthouse  was  completed  on  the 
present  courthouse  square  donated  by  John 
Quaderer.  Later  a  small  building  for  the 
register  of  deeds  was  erected  in  the  same 
yard.  In  1879  a  jail  was  completed  on  the 
block  north  of  the  courthouse  on  lot  12, 
near  the  present  postofflce.  In  1891  the 
present  jail  and  sheriff’s  residence  was 
built.  In  1901  the  present  sightly  court¬ 
house  was  completed.  It  is  a  pretty  build¬ 
ing,  occupying  a  commanding  site  on  a  rise 
of  land  overlooking  the  principal  business 
street.  In  its  rear  flows  the  limpid  stream 
of  Quaderer’s  creek,  on  the  north  bank  of 


which  stands  the  humble  frame  house  of 
John  Quaderer  where  the  official  county  ma¬ 
chinery  was  first  set  In  motion. 

The  first  postofflce  was  established  in 
1868.  It  was  kept  in  the  Johnson  House, 
so  called,  on  the  northeast  quarter  of  the 
southeast  quarter  of  section  27,  jhst  north 
of  the  river.  This  house  was  designated  by 
the  county  board  as  the  county  headquar¬ 
ters  the  following  year  and  the  locality  is 
still  known  as  “the  old  county  seat.’’  James 
Bracklin,  superintendent  for  Knapp,  Stout 
&  Co.,  carried  the  mail  to  and  from  Me- 
nomonie.  The  postmaster  was  S.  P.  Barker, 
another  Knapp-Stout  man.  In  1872,  John 
Quaderer  was  appointed  postmaster,  and 
moved  the  office  to  his  house  on  Quaderer’s 
creek,  in  the  present  city.  John  Conner  was 
appointed  postmaster  in  1881,  and  J.  J. 
Smith.  Was  his  assistant.  They  kept  the 
postofflce  in  their  store  at  the  head  of 
Third  street,  and  in  1885  moved  it  to  their 
new  location  at  the  northeast  corner  of 
Fourth  and  La  Salle.  Benjamin  Harrison, 
the  next  postmaster,  moved  the  office  down 
La  Salle  street,  to  near  the  northwest  cor¬ 
ner  of  Fifth  and  La  Salle.  He  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  Jared  W.  Taylor,  who  left  Mrs. 
Harrison  In  charge.  J.  J.  Smith,  the  next 
postmaster,  moved  it  to  a  building  near  the 
northeast  corner  of  La  Salle  and  Third,  a 
few  rods  from  the  Bank  of  Barron.  H.  G. 
Ellsworth  also  kept  it  there.  Fred  B. 
Kinsley  moved  it  to  the  present  location. 
He  Berved  twelve  years,  then  came  K.  E. 
Thompson  who  served  four  years,  and  then, 
A.  J.  Osborne,  who  held  the  office  for  six 
years.  Lester  B.  West  is  the  present  post¬ 
master. 

The  Barron  City  Hospital  is  one  of  the 
excellent  Institutions  of  Barron.  It  occu¬ 
pies  the  beautiful  Jerome  F.  Coe  residence 
on  La  Salle  street,  and  in  addition  to  the 
main  building  has  a  large  separate  sun 
parlor.  Dr.  Clark  C.  Post  came  to  Barron 
in  1893.  In  1895  he  rented  the  Lentz  dwell¬ 
ing,  and  established  a  hospital  with  Mrs. 
Hitchcock  as  matron  and  Mrs.  Ellen 
Forry  as  nurse.  Dr.  Harry  M.  Coleman 
joined  Dr.  Post  in  1901.  The  present  build¬ 
ing  was  secured  in  1920.  Dr.  R.  W.  Adams 
joined  the  firm  and  the  hospital  staff  late 
in  1921.  Dr.  E.  S.  Crisman,  of  Almena,  is 
also  a  member  of  the  staff.  Mrs.  Sophia 
Butler  is  the  matron,  and  there  is  one  regis¬ 
tered  nurse  on  the  staff,  as  well  as  two  stu¬ 
dent  nurses.  The  hospital  admits  both 
surgical  and  medical  cases,  the  members  of 
the  surgical  staff  being  prepared  to  perform 
all  major  and  minor  surgery. 

The  Werner  Hospital,  also  an  excellent 
institution,  has  been  maintained  by  Dr.  Nels 
Werner  for  some  years  past. 

The  Bank  of  Barron  was  established  as 
a  private  Institution,  in  September,  1886,  by 
J.  F.  and  C.  D.  Coe,  and  opened  for  business 
in  the  law  office  of  J.  F.  Coe,  under  the 
name  of  the  Bank  of  C.  D.  and  J.  F.  Coe, 
on  the  present  site,  the  northeast  corner 
of  Third  and  La  Salle  streets.  The  upper 
story  of  this  building  was  fitted  up  as  a 
Masonic  Temple.  This  building  is  still 
standing,  having  been  moved  north  on 
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Third  street.  J.  F.  Coe  was  president  of 
the  Institution.  C.  D.  Coe  was  in  active 
charge  as  cashier.  Before  the  close  of  the 
year,  C.  J.  Borum,  the  present  president  of 
the  institution,  entered  its  employ  as  book¬ 
keeper.  May  2,  1887,  F.  J.  and  W.  C.  Mc¬ 
Lean,  of  Menomonie,  became  Interested  in 
the  concern,  and  it  was  Incorporated  as  a 
state  bank  under  its  present  name,  with 
F.  J.  McLean  as  president,  W.  C.  McLean 
as  vice-president,  C.  D.  Coe  as  cashier,  and 
J.  F.  Coe  as  assistant  cashier.  George  R. 
Borum,  the  present  vice-president,  became 
bookkeeper  in  1892.  C.  D.  Coe  died  in  the 
winter  of  1894  and  J.  F.  Coe  in  the  summer 
of  1895.  Aug.  1,  1895,  C.  J.  Borum  became 
director  and  cashier.  Two  days  later,  on 
August  3,  Thomas  W.  Borum,  the  present 
chairman  of  the  board  of  directors,  pur¬ 
chased  an  Interest  in  the  bank.  January  13, 
1909,  W.  C.  McLean  was  made  president, 
and  J.  P.  McLean,  vice-president;  C.  J. 
Borum  remaining  as  cashier,  and  George 
R.  Borum  as  assistant  cashier.  January  9, 
1912,  Thomas  W.  Borum  became  a  director. 
The  bank  was  reorganised  Sept.  10,  1915, 
at  which  time  the  McLean  interests 
were  purchased  by  C.  J.,  T.-  W.,  George  R. 
and  Aurora  M.  Borum,  J.  H„  Ada  M.,  Clar- 
ance  C.  and  Arthur  E.  Coe;  J.  E.  Bowen, 
De  Wittt  Post  and  Henry  Radermacher; 
all  of  Barron;  and  Mabel  E.  Jones,  of 
Watertown,  South  Dakota.  Thomas  W. 
Borum  was  the  president;  C.  J.  Borum  and 
J.  H.  Coe,  the  vice-presidents,  and  G.  R. 
Borum,  the  cashier.  The  directors  were 
these  four  gentlemen  with  J.  E.  Bowen,  C. 
C.  Coe  and  De  Witt  Post.  The  capital  stock 
was  136,000.  Jan.  20,  1920,  Thomas  W. 
Borum  resigned  as  president,  and  became 
chairman  of  the  board  of  directors.  C.  J. 
Borum  was  made  president  and  George  R. 
Borum,  vice-president;  Fred  Van  Sickle, 
cashier,  and  Sadie  F.  Kirkwood,  assistant 
cashier.  The  capital  was  increased  to  $60,- 
000.  The  present  beautiful  banking  house 
was  first  occupied  Jan.  1,  1906. 

The  report  of  the  condition  of  the  bank 
at  the  close  of  business,  March  10,  1922, 
was  as  follows:  Resources,  loans,  dis¬ 
counts  and  rediscounts,  $403,236.93;  over* 
drafts,  $231.35;  other  bonds,  $8,400;  bank¬ 
ing  house,  furniture  and  fixtures,  $16,992; 
cash  and  due  from  banks,  $121,346.95;  total, 
$550,207.23.  Liabilities:  Capital,  $60,000; 
surplus,  $3,200;  undivided  profits  ($6,030.64) 
less  current  expenses  and  taxes  paid  ($5,- 
155.76),  $874.88;  deposits,  $496,132.35;  total, 
$560,207.23. 

The  Normanna  Savings  Bank  was  estab¬ 
lished  Jan.  4,  1894,  and  opened  for  business 
on  that  date,  the  founders  being  N.  M.  Rock- 
man,  of  Barron;  P.  A.  Moe,  of  Chetek;  J.  A. 
Anderson,  of  Dallas;  Knudt  Espeseth,  of 
Dallas;  and  Nels  Johnson,  of  Chippewa 
Falls.  The  banking  house  was  located  on 
the  north  side  of  La  Salle  street,  between 
Fourth  and  Fifth  streets,  and  N.  M.  Rock- 
man  was  in  active  charge.  After  a  short 
time,  the  Messrs.  Anderson  and  Espeseth 
withdrew.  The  Messrs.  Rockman,  Johnson 
and  Moe  then  continued  as  the  owners  for 
a  while.  Then  Mr.  Johnson  sold  out  to  the 


other  two.  In  the  summer  of  1902,  the  bank 
was  moved  to  the  present  sightly  banking 
house  at  the  northwest  corner  of  La  Salle 
and  Fourth  streets,  the  building  being 
owned  by  N.  M.  Rockman  personally.  July 
15,  1903,  the  institution  was  incorporated  as 
a  state  bank,  the  officers  being  P.  A.  Moe 
(president),  G.  I.  Moe  (vice-president).  N.  M. 
Rockman  (cashier),  and  Elmer  A.  Rockman 
(assistant  cashier).  At  that  time  the  seal 
of  the  institution  was  adopted.  The  device 
is  most  interesting.  Between  the  words 
“The  Normanna  Savings  Bank"  and  the 
words  “Barron,  Wisconsin,"  there  are  on 
opposite  sides  of  the  seal,  two  five-pointed 
stars.  The  star  at  the  left  is  in  honor  of 
the  five  founders  of  the  original  bank;  the 
star  at  the  right  is  in  honor  of  the  five  in¬ 
corporators  of  the  state  bank.  In  the  center 
of  the  seal  is  the  representation  of  a  man 
prying  at  a  stump  which  he  has  succeeded 
in  getting  partly  out  of  the  ground.  This 
is  in  reference  to  the  hardships  of  the  pio¬ 
neers  of  Barron  county  and  of  the  bank. 
Jan.  1,  1909,  Julius  C.  Rockman,  who  had 
been  in  the  bank  since  boyhood,  and  had 
been  a  regular  employee  since  1904,  became 
cashier  and  N.  M.  Rockman  became  vice- 
president.  The  officers  at  the  present  time 
are  P.  A.  Moe  (president),  N.  M.  Rockman 
(vice  president),  and  Julius  C.  Rockman 
(cashier).  The  working  staff,  in  addition  to 
the  cashier,  consists  of  Morris  B.  Johnson, 
teller,  who  entered  the  bank  Sept.  1,  1920; 
Arthur  Mors,  bookkeeper,  who  entered  the 
bank  May  1,  1921;  and  Helga  Nelson,  sten¬ 
ographer,  who  entered  the  bank  March  1, 
1919. 

When  the  State  Bank  was  organised  in 
1903,  the  capital  was  $6,000.  Jan.  1,  1908, 
this  was  Increased  to  $12,000,  the  Increase 
being  taken  from  the  earnings.  There  Is 
now  an  earned  surplus  of  $12,000.  Thus  the 
original  stock  of  $6,000  has  Increased  to  a 
combined  capital  and  surplus  of  $24,000  with¬ 
out  additional  Investment. 

The  report  of  the  condition  of  the  bank  at 
the  close  of  business,  March  10,  1922,  was 
as  follows:  Resources. — Loans  and  dis¬ 
counts,  including  rediscounts,  $251,745.53; 
overdrafts,  $917.66;  United  States  securi¬ 
ties  owned  and  unpledged,  $22,931.23;  other 
stocks  and  securities,  $300;  furniture  and 
fixtures,  $1,671;  cash  and  due  from  banks, 
$112,973.61;  cash  items,  $107.86;  total. 
$336,138.84.  Liabilities.— Capital  stock  paid 
in,  $12,000;  surplus  fund,  $12,000;  undivid¬ 
ed  profits  ($2,987.28)  less  current  expenses 
and  taxes  paid  ($176.16),  $2,811.12;  deposits, 
$309,327.72;  total,  $336,138.84. 

The  First  National  Bank  of  Barron  was 
chartered  Aug.  18,  1916.  The  present  sight¬ 
ly  banking  house  was  erected  at  once,  and 
the  institution  opened  its  doors,  Feb.  3, 1917, 
with  a  capital  stock  of  $25,000.  The  first 
officers  were:  President,  Jared  W.  Taylor; 
vice-president,  Otto  Berg;  cashier,  K.  E. 
Thompson;  assistant  cashier,  N.  O.  Strand. 
Jared  W.  Taylor,  the  founder  of  the  bank, 
died  Feb.  15,  1917,  shortly  after  the  institu¬ 
tion  started  business,  and  Charles  A.  Tay¬ 
lor  became  president.  At  the  same  time, 
C.  P.  Stenerson  became  assistant  cashier. 
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On  Oct  1,  1921,  Otis  Skogstad  succeeded 
Mr.  Stenerson  as  assistant  cashier.  The 
first  directors  were  J.  W.  Taylor,  Otto 
Berg,  C.  A.  Taylor,  N.  O.  Strand,  Nels  Wer¬ 
ner,  William  Bartlett  and  P.  J.  Krahenbuhl. 
Upon  Mr.  Taylor’s  death  he  was  succeeded 
as  director  by  J.  W.  Heffner.  Upon  Mr. 
Bartlett’s  death  in  May,  1921,  he  was  suc¬ 
ceeded  as  director  by  S.  El  Severson. 

The  Barron  County  Telephone  Co.,  the 
first  telephone  company  in  Barron  county, 
with  exchanges  at  Rice  Lake  and  Barron, 
and  with  toll  stations  at  Rice  Lake,  Barron, 
Dallas,  Cumberland,  Mlkana,  Poskin,  Al- 
mena,  Hillsdale,  Haugen,  Doble,  Cameron, 
Angus,  Prairie  Farm,  Chetek,  Campia 
Horseman  and  Tuscobla,  in  this  county; 
Birchwood  in  Washburn  county;  and  Ridge- 
land  in  Dunn  county,  was  organized  Feb.  5, 
1896.  with  a  capital  of  $1,676,  all  paid  in, 
divided  into  63  shares  of  $26  each.  The 
first  officers  and  directors  were:  Presi¬ 
dent,  Dewitt  Post;  vice-president,  N.  M. 
Rockman;  secretary,  W.  H.  Brandt;  treas¬ 
urer,  C.  J.  Borum;  C.  C.  Coe.  July  14,  1896, 
T.  W.  Borum  became  a  director  in  place  of 
C.  C.  Coe.  Feb.  8,  1897,  A.  M.  Fenton  and 
Dr.  C  C.  Post  were  added  to  the  board  in 
place  of  N.  M.  Rockman  and  W.  H.  Brandt. 
At  that  time,  A.  M.  Fenton  became  vice- 
president  in  place  of  N.  M.  Rockman,  and 
T.  W.  Borum  secretary  in  place  of  W.  H. 
Brandt.  April  16,  1901,  J.  E.  Horsman  be¬ 
came  vice-president  in  place  of  A.  M.  Fen¬ 
ton.  Feb.  12,  1906,  J.  E.  Horsman  and  T.  W. 
Borum  reversed  positions,  and  Mr.  Hors¬ 
man,  upon  becoming  secretary,  took  over 
the  active  management  of  the  Barron  ex¬ 
change.  April  27,  1909,  A.  C.  Strand  suc¬ 
ceeded  Dr.  C.  C.  Post  as  director.  With  De¬ 
witt  Post  as  president;  T.  W.  Borum  as 
vice-president;  J.  El  Horsman  as  secretary; 
C.  J.  Borum  as  treasurer;  and  A.  O.  Strand 
as  the  other  director  the  organization  con¬ 
tinued  until  Feb.  21,  1922. 

On  that  date  several  blocks  of  stock 
changed  hands,  and  it  was  decided  to  move 
the  headquarters  from  Barron  to  Rice  Lake. 
The  new  officers  are:  President,  Dr.  O.  M. 
Sattre,  Rice  Lake;  vice-president,  Charles 
A.  Taylor,  Barron;  secretary  and  gen¬ 
eral  manager,  J.  E.  Horsman;  treasurer, 
W.  A.  Demers,  Rice  Lake.  These  gentle¬ 
men  with  A.  G.  Strand  constitute  the  board 
of  directors. 

The  first  exchange  was  established  at 
Barron,  with  thirty  subscribers  and  a  fifty 
drop  board.  The  same  year  the  Cumber¬ 
land  exchange  was  opened.  In  1897  the  ex¬ 
changes  were  opened  at  Rice  Lake  and 
Cameron.  Then  the  lines  were  extended  to 
Dallas,  Prairie  Farm  and  Chetek.  The  sys¬ 
tem  grew  rapidly  until  the  company  had 
local  exchanges  at  Barron,  Rice  Lake,  Cum¬ 
berland,  Cameron,  Chetek  and  Prairie 
E'arm,  and  toll  stations  at  Almena,  Dallas, 
Mikana,  Poskin,  Hillsdale,  Rldgeland,  Haug¬ 
en,  Birchwood,  Dobie,  Angus  and  Tuscobla. 

There  was  at  first  no  outside  connection. 
In  1900,  the  Chippewa  Valley  Telephone 
Co.  built  a  line  from  Eau  Claire  to  Ashland, 
and  thus  gave  Barron  county  telephone 
communication  with  the  outside  world. 


All  the  local  exchanges  have  now  been 
sold,  except  those  at  Rice  Lake  and  Barron, 
and  to  the  development  of  these  exchanges, 
the  company  now  devotes  its  attention. 

The  Rice  Lake  exchange  with  1,716  sub¬ 
scribers,  of  whom  1,004  are  in  the  city,  and 
712  in  the  country,  covers  the  northern  part 
of  the  county;  and  the  Barron  exchange, 
with  704  subscribers,  of  which  402  are  in 
the  city  and  302  in  the  country,  covers  the 
southern  part  of  the  county.  The  earnings 
of  the  company  have  Increased  from  $400 
in  1897  to  $50,000  in  1920,  and  the  pole  line 
mileage  from  100  to  600  miles.  The  suc¬ 
cess  of  the  company  since  its  organization 
has  been  largely  due  to  the  untiring  efforts 
of  DeWitt  Post.  Mr.  Horsman  has  taken 
hold  of  the  Rice  Lake  end  of  the  business 
with  characteristic  energy,  and  has  built 
up  a  remarkable  system.  The  oldest  em¬ 
ployee  in  the  company  is  Zip  Biron,  who 
became  lineman  in  1897,  and  is  now  wire 
chief,  with  headquarters  at  Rice  Lake. 

In  noting  the  recent  change  a  newspaper 
report  In  speaking  of  the  enlarging  of  Mr. 
Horsman’s  management  to  Include  the 
Barron  exchange,  says: 

“It  is  not  necessary  for  us  to  say  that 
J.  E.  Horsman  who  will  be  the  new  general 
manager  and  who  is  well  known  in  this 
city,  will  look  after  the  interests  of  the 
subscribers  equally  as  well  as  his  old  and 
intimate  friend,  DeWitt  Post.  Their  rela¬ 
tionship  in  business  has  been  and  will  con¬ 
tinue  like  brothers,  but  Mr.  Post  who  has 
wished  to  retire  for  the  past  three  years, 
insisted  on  being  relieved  at  this  meeting, 
although  he  consented  to  remain  in  charge 
of  the  Barron  exchange  until  June  1.’’ 

Barron  Woolen  Mill  Co.,  a  reorganiza¬ 
tion  of  the  Barron  Woolen  Mills  Co.,  of 
which  mention  has  already  been  made,  was 
Incorporated  March  30,  1899,  by  Charles  S. 
Taylor.  Upon  Mr.  Taylor’s  death,  his  son, 
Charles  A.  Taylor,  succeeded  him  as  presf- 
dent.  The  estate  of  C.  8.  Taylor  and  Mrs. 
C.  S.  Taylor  are  the  owners.  A.  Crawford 
is  in  active  charge  of  operating  the  mill. 
The  motive  power  is  still  obtained  from  a 
waterwheel. 

The  story  of  the  mills  is  a  most  interest¬ 
ing  one.  The  first  year,  wool  was  bought 
from  the  growers,  and  the  finished  product 
sold  to  the  wholesalers.  Since  the  second 
year  the  sales  have  been  entirely  to  the  re¬ 
tail  trade. 

For  many  years,  the  salesmen  started  out 
with  the  wagons  in  the  fall,  and  called  from 
door  to  door  in  the  rural  districts.  Goods 
were  sold  for  cash,  for  cash  notes  payable 
April  1,  or  for  wool  to  be  delivered  at 
stated  delivery  points  on  June  1.  June  1, 
the  buyers  went  to  these  designated  points, 
and  took  in  this  wool,  and  also  bought  wool 
for  cash.  Most  of  the  wool  was  used  at 
the  mills.  The  surplus  was  graded  and 
sorted,  and  shipped  east.  Some  years  as 
much  as  five  carloads  or  100,000  pounds  of 
wool  was  shipped  out.  In  the  eastern  wool 
markets  the  name  "Taylor’s  matchings’’  is 
still  known. 

Since  1917,  the  wagon  merchandising 
has  been  discontinued  and  the  salesmen 
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now  Hell  from  samples,  but  still  directly  to 
the  consumer. 

The  product  consists  of  flannels,  yarns, 
shawls,  blankets,  mitts,  hoisery,  macki¬ 
naws,  trousers,  underwear,  shirts,  jumpers 
and  automobile  robes.  Some  flfteen  sales¬ 
men  are  employed,  and  the  mills  give  em¬ 
ployment  to  some  twenty  people.  Water¬ 
power  is  still  used. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Bar¬ 
ron  had  its  beginning,  Dec.  3,  1876,  when  a 
few  Barron  people  met  at  the  courthouse 
to  listen  to  a  sermon  by  Rev.  K.  A.  Fulmur, 
of  Prairie  Farm,  who  had  charge  of  the 
Sumner  circuit.  It  was  planned  to  hold 
meetings  every  alternate  Sunday  evening, 
but  the  roads  were  such  that  the  minister 
could  not  always  get  here.  The  first  Sunday 
school  was  organized  May  20,  1877.  There 
were  then  less  than  two  dozen,  children  in 
the  village,  and  some  of  these  were  babies. 
Washington  Bird,  then  county  treasurer, 
was  the  superintendent.  The  first  camp 
meeting  on  this  circuit  was  held  in  June, 
1877,  in  Dallas,  near  the  farm  then  owned 
by  Woodbury  8.  Grover.  The  first  com¬ 
munion  was  administered  by  Rev.  William 
Haw,  who  held  a  quarterly  conference  here 
in  August,  1877.  Rev.  Fulmur  was  followed 
in  1877  by  Rev.  H.  C.  Carter,  and  he  in  1878 
by  Rev.  W.  S.  Taylor.  During  this  year 
there  was  organized  a  Barron  County  Sab¬ 
bath  School  association,  which  existed 
about  three  years  and  has  for  its  successive 
presidents,  Rev.  M.  Taylor,  Mrs.  Charles  S. 
Taylor  and  J.  F.  Coe.  In  1879,  Rev.  J.  H. 
McManus  became  pastor,  followed  in  1880 
by  Rev.  Helms.  About  this  time  the  Mite 
Society  was  organized.  At  first  it  em¬ 
braced  all  the  religious  ladies  of  the  town. 
Later,  as  other  churches  were  organized, 
the  new  churches  formed  their  own  or¬ 
ganizations  and  since  1896  the  Mite  Society 
has  been  strictly  Methodist  In  1881,  Rev. 
F.  W.  Arndt  became  pastor.  Rev.  W.  E. 
Robinson  came  in  1882  and  Rev.  James 
Conner  in  1883.  Services  were  then  being 
held  in  the  schoolhouse.  During  his  pas¬ 
torate,  funds  were  solicited  to  build  a 
church.  Work  was  started  in  1885.  Rev. 
John  Haw  became  pastor  that  year,  and  the 
church  was  dedicated  Aug.  28-29,  1886.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  fall  and  most  of  the  winter  of  1886 
and  1887  Rev.  S.  Phoenix  served  as  a  sup¬ 
ply.  In  the  fall  of  1886  came  Rev.  Barka- 
loo,  followed  in  the  spring  of  1887  by  Rev. 
Moses  C.  Alley.  He  was  the  first  resident 
pastor,  taking  up  his  home  here  in  a  rented 
house.  In  1887  came  Rev.  G.  W.  Pepper. 
Oct.  3,  1890,  the  Epworth  League  was  or¬ 
ganized.  Rev.  Pepper  was  followed  in  1891 
by  F.  M.  Haight,  whose  year  was  filled  out 
by  Rev.  A.  A.  Loomis.  In  1892  came  Rev. 
S.  N.  Griffith,  followed  in  1893  by  Rev.  El¬ 
mer  R.  Sidell.  In  1894  a  parsonage  was 
completed.  Rev.  H.  P.  Blake  came  in  1895. 
The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society 
was  organized  July  10,  1894,  with  Mrs. 
Sarah  Parr  as  the  first  president.  Rev. 
E.  C.  Dixon,  the  next  pastor,  served  until 
the  fall  of  1901;  Rev.  M.  Benson  until  the 
fall  of  1907;  Rev.  G.  H.  R.  Kershaw  until 
the  fall  of  1912  and  then  Rev.  E  Harris. 


He  was  followed  by  Rev.  R.  Harold  G«e. 
The  present  pastor  is  Rev.  William  H.  Penn. 

In  1909  a  pipe  organ  was  installed,  and 
the  following  year,  1909,  the  church  was 
enlarged  and  then  rededicated. 

In  writing  of  early  days  in  the  church 
Mrs.  C.  S.  Taylor  has  said:  “For  a  long 
time  our  meetings  were  held  in  the  court 
room  of  the  courthouse.  After  that  we  met 
in  the  white  frame  schoolhouse  which  stood 
just  in  front  of  where  the  red  brick  Ward 
school  now  stands.  The  building  was  later 
moved  away,  and  is  now  the  Catholic 
church.  We  worshipped  in  the  schoolhouse 
as  early  as  1882.  Fancy  going  there  on  a 
Sunday  evening  when  it  was  so  dark  you 
could  scarcely  find  your  way  on  the  muddy 
paths  through  the  woods.  In  the  late  sev¬ 
enties,  a  friend  of  the  work  loaned  us  an 
organ.  A  few  years  later,  C.  S.  Taylor  pur¬ 
chased  an  organ  for  the  church,  and  sev¬ 
eral  who  were  interested  made  payments 
on  it  until  it  was  nearly  all  paid  for.  After 
a  while  Thomas  W.  Borum  made  the  church 
a  present  of  a  new  organ  for  the  rooms 
below  for  the  Epworth  League  and  other 
services.  Later  still  he  replaced  the  old 
church  organ  with  a  new  one,  which  made 
it  in  a  large  measure  a  gift.  Of  choristers 
we  have  had  but  five  in  forty  years:  Mrs. 
C.  S.  Taylor,  J.  F.  Coe,  L.  S.  Cheney,  W.  B. 
Crawford  and  A.  Crawford.”  To  this  Clar- 
ance  C.  Coe  adds;  “Mrs.  C.  S.  Taylor,  who 
started  the  tunes  for  the  first  services  of 
the  church  in  1876,  has  been  continuously 
and  still  is  a  member  of  the  choir.” 

The  First  Baptist  Church  of  Barron  was 
organized  in  the  town  of  Maple  Grove,  in 
the  Johnson  schoolhouse,  March  3,  1894, 
under  the  name  of  The  Immanuel  Baptist 
Church,  with  six  charter  members:  A.  W. 
Arndt,  Mrs.  A.  W.  Arndt,  W.  H.  Ellis,  Mrs. 
W.  H.  Ellis,  Mrs.  Harry  Young  and  Charley 
S.  Sanderson.  On  March  10  five  more  mem¬ 
bers  were  added  by  baptism.  April  19, 
1895,  a  special  meeting  was  held  and  the 
name  of  the  organization  was  changed  to 
the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Barron,  and 
meetings  were  held  from  that  date  until 
1897  in  different  halls  in  the  city  of  Barron. 
The  first  church  building  was  completed  in 
1897,  largely  through  the  sacrificial  efforts 
of  its  charter  members.  All  the  lumber  for 
the  building,  except  sheeting  and  wainscot¬ 
ing,  including  the  pulpit  and  the  pews,  came 
from  the  farm  of  A.  W.  Arndt  The  church 
was  remodeled  and  enlarged  in  1913,  and 
the  capacity  of  the  church  doubled,  with  a 
seating  capacity  now  of  250.  It  is  a  modern 
and  comfortable  church  home.  The  first 
board  of  trustees  were  S.  R.  Wiley,  A.  W. 
Arndt  and  W.  H.  Ellis.  The  following  pas¬ 
tors  served  the  church  since  its  organiza¬ 
tion:  George  B.  Dissmore,  8.  S.  Hageman, 
A.  E.  Goff.  G.  A.  Wain,  H.  E  Hoare,  E.  J. 
Parsons,  G.  W.  Morton,  H.  A.  Ericson,  J. 
McFarlane,  J.  W.  Bell,  J.  C.  Johnson. 
George  Hamilton,  H.  H.  Savage,  C.  H.  Dins- 
more  and  David  Alexander.  Rev.  Solomon 
M.  Duyzers  is  the  present  pastor.  A.  W. 
Arndt  and  F.  D.  Otis,  senior  deacons.  C.  C. 
Dickson,  chairman  of  the  board  of  trustees. 
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Mrs.  C.  C.  Dickson,  clerk,  and  W.  H.  Lee 
treasurer. 

St.  Mark’s  Protestant  Episcopal  Church 
was  organized  in  1894.  The  moving  spirit 
In  the  organization  was  Major  E.  N.  Steb- 
bins.  He  was  the  first  Episcopalian  to 
settle  In  Barron,  and  It  was  largely  through 
his  efforts  that  the  pretty  little  church  was 
built  in  1901.  The  church  has  been  an  im¬ 
portant  factor  in  the  life  of  Barron,  and 
numbers  in  its  communicants  a  number  of 
the  city’s  leading  citizens.  The  rector  is 
the  Rev.  M.  B.  Goodall  of  Rice  Lake. 

St.  Joseph’s  Catholic  Church  had  its  be¬ 
ginning  about  twenty  years  ago  when 

Father  - Smith  came  over  from  Rice 

Lake  and  held  mass  here  in  homes,  in  halls 
and  in  the  basement  of  one  of  the  banks. 
A  parish  was  organized  and  given  the 
name  of  St.  Joseph’s.  In  1909  the  old 
white  Ward  school  was  purchased  and 
moved  to  the  present  site  on  LaSalle  street, 
where  it  was  fitted  up  as  a  church.  In 
1913  the  building  was  remodeled  into  very 
neat  and  sightly  church  edifice.  The  pas¬ 
tors  have  been  the  Rev.  Fathers  Smith 
from  Rice  Lake,  Berg  from  Almena,  Bourg 
from  Almena,  Novarkie  from  Chetek,  Nouza 
from  Illinois,  Zenislk  from  Illinois,  and 
Tabencki  of  Chetek.  Among  the  names 
prominent  in  the  church  annals  are  those  of 
Kohten,  Crawley,  Ooheen,  Koerner,  Noo¬ 
nan,  Matton,  Schmitz,  Cady,  Matthys,  Hoff¬ 
man,  Burnham,  Salscheider,  Baker,  Pelo- 
quin.  Thill,  Josephson,  Castonie,  St.  Louis, 
Paulson  and  Osborne.  J.  P.  Hoffman  is 
secretary  of  the  church.  The  Ladles  Aid 
Society  was  established  about  the  time  the 
church  was  organized,  with  Mrs.  J.  P.  Hoff¬ 
man  as  president. 

The  German  Lutheran  Church  was  organ¬ 
ized  April  1,  1893,  the  name  used  being  the 
German  Evangelical  Lutheran  Bethlehem 
Church.  A  church  building  was  erect¬ 
ed  the  same  year,  and  also  a  parsonage. 
The  building  committee  was  composed 
of  nine  members:  Carl  Schroeder,  chair¬ 
man,  Julius  Zable,  Christopher  Wagen- 
bach,  Ferdinand  Mieltke,  Fred  Schud- 
lick,  John  Krueger,  Jacob  Wagner, 
Wellington  Fox  and  Fred  Schultz.  An¬ 
drew  Rewey  was  the  architect  and  superin¬ 
tendent.  and  was  assisted  by  Charley  Man- 
nel.  Most  of  the  work  was  done  by  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  committee  and  congregation. 
The  corner  stone  was  laid  by  Rev.  H.  O. 
Rastin,  of  Shell  Lake.  Frederick  Schud- 
lick  and  Carl  Ferdinand  Meisegeier  did  all 
the  mason  work.  The  first  organization  was 
composed  of  fifteen  families:  Carl  Schroe¬ 
der,  Jacob  Wagner,  Frederick  Schudlick, 
F.  Mieltke,  Julius  Zable,  Valentine  Fox, 
Christopher  Wagenbach,  Gottlieb  Kurth, 
Fritz  Schultz,  Otto  Horn,  Willie  Kolb,  Ern¬ 
est  Kolb.  John  Krueger,  Phillip  Wagen¬ 
bach  and  Frank  Barfknecht.  During  t)ie 
building  of  the  church  services  were  held  in 
the  Method  1st  Church  and  at  convenient 
residences,  many  times  at  the  home  of  Gott¬ 
lieb  Krueger.  Rev.  H.  O.  Rastin,  who  was 
located  at  Shell  Lake,  representing  the  Wis¬ 
consin  Synod,  conducted  the  first  services. 
Since  then  the  following  pastors  have 


served  the  church:  Theodore  Thormachlem, 
Oswald  Lugenheim,  H.  J.  Ablemann,  J. 
Freund,  R.  F.  Nammacher,  George  Kerchke, 
Adolph  Lederer,  William  Keturakat,  Julius 
Wagner,  Walter  Motzkus.  The  congrega¬ 
tion  now  numbers  about  thirty  families, 
representing  a  total  membership  of  about 
two  hundred. 

A  Presbyterian  mission  was  formed  here 
in  1881,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Smith.  He  conducted 
the  services  until  1886,  when  a  church  was 
organized  by  his  successor.  Rev.  Mr.  Chapin. 
He  continued  to  minister  to  this  church 
and  the  one  at  Chetek  until  the  fall  of  1887. 
After  that  the  mission  was  discontinued. 

Barron  Lodge  No.  220,  F.  and  A.  M.  was 
organized  on  dispensation  under  date  of 
June  7,  1881.  The  charter  members  were 
the  following:  William  P.  Swift,  W.  M.; 
George  Parr,  S.  W.;  S.  E.  Washburn,  J.  W.; 
James  Sims,  treasurer;  C.  B.  Leach,  secre¬ 
tary;  D.  C.  Strong,  S.  D.,  and  S.  C.  Miles, 
J.  D.  At  this  time  this  lodge  was  the  only 
Masonic  organization  in  Barron  County  and 
it  must  have  been  somewhat  of  a  task  to 
assemble  the  members  for  meetings  as  S. 
E.  Washburn  lived  near  Cameron,  James 
Sims  lived  at  Rice  Lake,  C.  B.  Leach, 
though  having  his  home  at  Barron,  was  at 
Shell  Lake,  D.  C.  Strong  lived  at  Chetek 
and  S.  E.  Miles  lived  at  Prairie  Farm. 

These  same  ofllcers  held  their  offices  the 
following  two  years,  except  that  N.  M. 
Rockman  was  Junior  deacon  and  S.  E. 
Miles  tyler.  At  the  first  meeting  held  in 
June  1881,  N.  M.  Rockman  of  Barron,  and 
Walter  Speed  of  Chetek  were  admitted  to 
membership.  In  1882  and  up  to  June,  1883, 
twelve  more  were  admitted  and  at  the  an¬ 
nual  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  June, 
1883,  the  charter  was  granted. 

The  first  member  to  affiliate  was  R.  L. 
Young  of  Rice  Lake,  who  Joined  in  the  lat¬ 
ter  part  of  1883.  In  1886  four  members  de¬ 
moted  to  Join  Rice  Lake  Lodge  No.  234 
which  had  been  recently  organized  and 
among  these  was  John  F.  Dietz,  of  Cameron 
Dam  fame,  who  had  been  admitted  to  mem¬ 
bership  in  September  of  that  year.  The 
first  death  in  the  membership  occurred  in 
the  year  1888  when  A.  J.  Barton  passed 
away  on  October  14. 

The  Masters  of  the  lodge  have  been  since 
then:  1881-1883,  William  P.  Swift;  1884, 
George  Parr;  1886-86,  S.  E.  Washburn;  1887, 

J.  F.  Coe;  1888,  J.  J.  Smith;  1889-90,  F.  B. 
Kinsley;  1891,  J.  F.  Coe;  1892,  W.  H.  Ellis; 
1893,  C.  A.  Doe;  1894,  F.  B.  Kinsley;  1895, 
W.  H.  Ellis;  1896-1900,  8.  E.  Washburn; 
1904,  A.  E.  Hedback;  1906-07,  Ellsworth 
McKinney;  1908,  S.  E.  Washburn;  1909-10, 
Julius  C.  Rockman;  1911,  E.  W.  Herring; 
1912,  Charles  A.  Taylor;  1913,  C.  C.  Mor¬ 
rison;  1914-15,  J.  W.  Soderberg;  1916-18, 

K.  E.  Thompson;  1919,  T.  T.  Hazelberg; 
1920,  Alvah  McKinney;  1921,  J.  E.  McKain. 
It  will  be  seen  that  S.  E.  Washburn  has 
served  nine  terms;  F.  B.  Kinsley  four 
terms;  William  P.  Swift,  Ellsworth  McKin- 
ny  and  K.  E.  Thompson,  each  three  terms; 
J.  F.  Coe,  W.  H.  Ellis,  Julius  C.  Rockman 
and  J.  W.  Soderberg  each  two  terms. 
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The  first  meetings  were  held  in  the  upper 
story  of  J.  F.  Coe’s  law  office,  which  stood, 
on  the  northeast  corner  of  LaSalle  and 
Third  streets,  the  present  site  of  the  Bank 
of  Barron.  The  building  is  still  standing, 
having  been  moved  north  to  the  next  lot 
on  Third  street.  Sometime  later,  the  exact 
date  of  which  does  not  seem  to  be  on  rec¬ 
ord,  the  lodge  moved  to  the  second  floor  of 
the  building  erected  by  John  Post,  which  is 
still  standing  on  the  northeast  corner  of 
LaSalle  and  Fifth  streets.  While  the 
lodge  occupied  this  building,  the  adjoining 
one  was  burned  and  some  damage  done  to 
the  Post  building  and  the  lodge  equipment, 
enough  so  that  the  charter  of  the  lodge  was 
somewhat  blackened  with  smoke,  but  ac¬ 
tion  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  members 
saved  the  charter  and  prevented  further 
damage  to  the  equipment.  In  the  year 
1903  the  lodge  moved  to  the  quarters  it  now 
occupies,  on  the  second  floor  of  the  N.  M. 
Rockman  block  on  the  northeast  corner  of 
LaSalle  and  Fourth  streets. 

In  addition  to  his  service  as  Master,  Mr. 
Washburn  has  been  Junior  warden  three 
terms,  senior  warden  one  term,  treasurer 
one  term,  and  trustee  for  a  considerable  pe¬ 
riod.  C.  W.  Meadows  served  twelve  terms 
as  treasurer;  W.  T.  Porter  eleven  terms  as 
tyler,  Ellsworth  McKlnny  five  terms  as 
treasurer,  and  Julius  C.  Rockman  four 
terms  as  secretary. 

There  were,  as  mentioned,  seven  charter 
members;  170  have  been  raised  by  the 
lodge,  61  have  affiliated  from  other  lodges, 
making  a  total  of  232  names  on  the  books. 
Of  these  78  have  demitted,  28  have  died, 
and  16  have  been  dropped,  a  total  of  121. 
There  are  now  117  members. 

In  1882-83  ten  were  raised.  From  then  un¬ 
til  1920,  twenty  more  became  members.  Ten 
names  disappeared,  leaving  a  net  gain  of 
20,  thus  making  a  total  membership  of  27 
in  1900.  The  greatest  loss  came  in  1909 
when  eight  demitted.  For  28  of  its  years 
the  lodge  has  gained  in  membership,  for 
eight  years  it  lost,  and  for  five  years  it  re¬ 
mained  even. 

Esther  Chapter  No.  36,  O.  E.  8.,  had  its 
origin  when  a  dispensation  was  Issued,  au¬ 
thorizing  George  Parr  as  worthy  patron, 
Mrs.  LIU  C.  Kinsley  as  worthy  matron,  and 
Mrs.  Ella  Radermacher  as  associate  ma¬ 
tron,  to  form  a  chapter.  The  chapter  was 
duly  instituted  June  12,  1892,  by  Dr.  Bar¬ 
ker,  of  Shell  Lake,  deputy  grand  patron. 
The  following  were  the  charter  members: 
Bertie  E.  Borum,  J.  C.  Beckwith.  Annie 
Beckwith,  J.  F.  Coe,  Ada  M.  Coe,  Clarence 
C.  Coe,  Claudia  M.  Coe,  Ed.  C.  Coleman. 
Isabella  J.  Coleman,  John  Darrow,  Eliza¬ 
beth  Darrow,  Llbble  Ellis,  Ruth  Horsman, 
Lill  C.  Kinsley,  Julia  Leach,  Josephine  Mc¬ 
Donald,  Susan  J.  Parr,  Florence  L.  Ross, 
Ella  L.  Radermacher,  Ellen  Speed,  H.  G. 
Ellsworth,  W.  H.  Ellis,  E.  J.  Horsman.  F.  B. 
Kinsley,  George  Parr,  Henry  Radermacher. 
Silas  Speed  and  Wallace  B.  Crawford.  The 
first  officers  in  addition  to  the  three  al¬ 
ready  mentioned  were:  Secretary,  Claudia 
Coe;  treasurer,  Ada  Coe;  conductor,  Isa¬ 
bella  Coleman;  assistant  conductor,  Ellen 


Speed;  chaplain,  Clarance  C.  Coe;  Adah, 
Florence  Ross;  Ruth,  JuUa  Leach;  Esther, 
Ruth  Horsman;  Martha,  Bertie  E  Borum; 
Electa,  Susan  J.  Parr;  warder,  Elizabeth 
Darrow.  The  first  candidates  initiated  were 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  H.  Brandt,  on  July  28, 
1892.  The  chapter  worked  under  dispensa¬ 
tion  until  March  9,  1893,  when  the  charter 
was  granted.  There  are  now  122  members. 
The  officers  for  1922  are:  Worthy  matron, 
Mae  Walsh;  worthy  patron,  L.  H.  Glddlngs; 
assistant  matron,  Maxine  Stenerson;  sec¬ 
retary,  Mildred  McKinny;  treasurer,  Marne 
Berg;  conductor,  MoUie  Mason;  assistant 
conductor,  Nellie  Jensen;  chaplain,  Eliza¬ 
beth  Crawford;  organist,  Minnie  Garrett; 
Adah,  Nellie  Stlth;  Ruth,  Helen  HufT;  Es¬ 
ther,  Agnes  McKinny;  Martha,  Gladys  Pat¬ 
rick;  Electa,  Nellie  Nelson;  warder,  Mary 
McNurlen;  sentinel.  Alvah  McKinny;  mar¬ 
shal.  Helga  Gulickson. 

Barron  Lodge  No.  38,  I.  O.  O.  F.  was  or¬ 
ganized  July  4,  1887,  with  four  charter  mem¬ 
bers:  Fred  Krombeck,  Will  Judd.  S.  Chrie- 
teson,  J.  W.  Hitchcock,  J.  8.  Collingwood, 
J.  W.  Stone,  Gilbert  Holverson,  J.  W.  Tay¬ 
lor.  The  early  records  of  the  lodge  are 
missing  and  there  is  no  record  of  the  first 
officers.  At  the  first  regular  meeting  held 
38  members  were  initiated.  The  Odd  Fel¬ 
lows’  lodge  is  one  of  the  strongest  frater¬ 
nal  organizations  in  the  city.  The  present 
officers  are:  J.  W.  Heffner,  N.  G.;  L  O. 
Simonson,  V.  G.;  Simon  Christeson,  R.  8. 
to  N.  G.;  Dennis  Walsh.  L.  S.  to  N.  G.;  M. 
Coon,  R.  S.  to  V.  G.;  Harry  DeWolf,  L.  S. 
to  V.  G.;  J.  W.  Thompson,  R.  S.  S.;  J.  R. 
Beckwith,  L.  8.  S.;  A.  E.  Stuerer,  I.  G.; 
Willard  Foss,  O.  G. 

Liberty  Rebekah  Lodge  No.  64,  was  or¬ 
ganized  Sept.  16,  1891,  and  worked  under 
dispensation  until  June  8,  1892,  when  a 
charter  was  granted.  There  were  nine 
names  on  the  petition  for  charter:  Mrs.  E 
J.  Harris,  Mrs.  Frank  8peed,  Mrs.  H.  P. 
Taft,  Mrs.  J.  Pratt,  George  Parr,  S.  Chris¬ 
teson.  E  J.  Harris,  David  McKee.  J.  W. 
Taylor.  There  were  40  charter  members, 
but  the  early  records  of  the  lodge  were 
lost,  and  only  by  scattering  papers  are  we 
able  to  secure  a  partial  list  of  the  first  offi¬ 
cers,  who  were:  Amanda  Horstmann,  N.  G.; 
Hannah  Taylor,  V.  G.;  Gertrude  Taft.  Rec. 
Sec.;  Mrs.  A.  V.  Rouse,  Per.  Sec.;  Mrs.  J. 
J.  Galvin,  treasurer;  Mary  Babcock,  chap¬ 
lain;  Elva  Beckwith,  Warden;  Edith  Speed, 
conductor.  The  lodge  cow  has  an  honorary 
list  of  seven  who  have  been  members  of  the 
order  for  26  years  or  more.  They  are:  Noah 
Augst.  J.  R.  Beckwith,  Elva  Beckwith,  Mary 
Babcock,  Lottie  Lee,  Gertrude  McKee  and 
Edith  Speed.  Mrs.  Mary  Babcock  is  the 
oldest  living  member  of  the  drder.  The 
present  officers  are:  Mrs.  Sarah  Heffner, 
N.  G.;  Tina  Hulbert,  V.  G.;  Susie  Babcock, 
R.*  S.:  Helga  Gulickson,  F.  S.;  Anna  Car¬ 
penter,  T.;  Ella  Hutchins,  Con.;  Kate 
Chambers.  Warden;  Sophie  Bather,  R.  S. 
to  N.  G.;  Etta  Bert.  L.  S.  to  N.  G.;  Clara 
Davis,  R.  S.  to  V.  G.;  Blanche  Coon.  L.  8. 
to  V.  G.;  Eliza  Simonson,  O.  G.;  Blanche 
Stalker,  I.  G.;  Elva  Beckwith,  Chaplin;  Mao 
Walsh,  P.  N.  G. 


igitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  OF  BARRON  COUNTY 


1087 


Emerald  Camp  No.  1850,  Royal  Neighbors, 
was  instituted  on  Sept.  7,  1899,  with  thirty 
charter  members:  Alma  EX  Clemmons,  Ruth 
EX  Nelson,  Christina  M.  Dunham,  Elmena  EX 
Clemmons,  Emma  Gillett,  Ida  J.  Clemmons, 
Ella  Radermacher,  Percey  Rassbach,  Nettle 
Malcolm,  Ada  M.  Kurschner,  Bertha  Slrcher, 
Anna  Kahl,  Matilda  Plngel,  Sophie  Quad- 
erer,  E.  W.  Pierce,  Louise  Pierce,  J.  A.  Nel¬ 
son,  Emma  Nelson,  Emma  M.  Sumter,  Dora 
Johnston,  Hattie  M.  Hogeboom,  Eliza  Do- 
very,  Anna  Blassingham,  Etta  L.  Maxson, 
Lillie  Martin,  Carrie  Jenson,  Martha  Otis, 
Maggie  Haynes,  Matilda  Amundson  and 
Mary  Soderberg. 

United  Colony  No.  218,  Beavers,  was  in¬ 
stituted  on  Jan.  3,  1907,  with  fourteen  char¬ 
ter  members:  William  L.  Brown,  Ella 
Thompson,  Charles  G.  Cowles,  J.  A.  Nelson, 
James  R.  Beckwith,  Bertha  A.  Wichern, 
Mary  E.  McThurston,  Etta  C.  Beckwith, 
Persis  Wolworth,  Claud  E.  Edwards,  Philip 
Wagenbach,  John  P.  Wichern,  John  W.  Jen¬ 
son  and  William  Bartlett 

Ben  Brown  Post  No.  212,  American  Le¬ 
gion,  Department  of  Wisconsin,  was  organ¬ 
ized  Jan.  12,  1920.  The  first  officers  of  the 
post  were:  Dr.  H.  M.  Coleman,  commander; 
Clifford  Chrlsteson,  vice  commander;  Lloyd 
Wahl,  adjutant;  L.  B.  West,  finance  officer; 
Dr.  H.  N.  Huff,  historian;  Harry  Burnham, 
sergeant  at  arms;  Clarence  Cornelius,  chap¬ 
lain.  The  post  now  has  a  membership  of 
126.  The  present  officers  are:  L.  B.  West 
commander;  Oscar  E.  Kolb,  vice  com¬ 
mander;  John  C.  Schiltz,  adjutant;  L.  V. 
Weisensell,  finance  officer;  John  W.  Coe, 
chaplain;  R.  B.  Curtis,  sergeant  at  arms; 
M.  E.  Gordon,  historian;  H.  G.  Horne,  serv¬ 
ice  officer. 

The  Women’s  Auxiliary  of  Ben  Brown 
Post  No.  212,  Department  of  Wisconsin,  was 
organized  March  17,  1921,  with  eleven  char¬ 
ter  members:  Mrs.  Oscar  Kolb,  Miss  Alma 
Ahlstrom,  Mrs.  Ray  Stowell;  Mrs.  John 
West;  Mrs.  L.  B.  West;  Mrs.  F.  T.  Hanson; 
Mrs.  A.  M.  Paulson;  Miss  Regina  Kohten, 
Mrs.  Alma  Bolstad,  Mrs.  H.  M.  Coleman, 
Mrs.  C.  C.  Post  The  first  officers  were: 
Mrs.  Martina  Falkenberg,  president;  Mrs. 
Nellie  Jenson,  vice  president;  Miss  Anna 
Horn,  secretary;  Mrs.  Oscar  Kolb,  treas¬ 
urer;  Miss  Florence  Chrlsteson,  Histo¬ 
rian.  The  Auxiliary  now  has  73  members 
and  hold  meetings  on  the  second  Thursday 
of  each  month.  The  present  officers  are: 


Mrs.  H.  M.  Coleman,  president;  Mrs.  Nellie 
Jenson,  vice  president;  Miss  Anna  Horn, 
secretary;  Mrs.  Oscar  Kolb,  treasurer; 
Mrs.  C.  C.  Post,  historian. 

Martin  Watson  Post  No.  172,  G.  A.  R.  was 
organized  Sept.  6,  1884,  with  sixteen  charter 
members  as  follows:  J.  J.  Smith,  O.  Chris- 
topherson,  J.  B.  Thurston,  J.  P.  Briggs, 
Levi  Miller,  Chas.  Jenks,  J.  A.  Conner,  John 
Post.  J.  C.  Beckwith,  William  Miller, 
Thomas  Bourke,  A.  Blodgett,  and  D.  J. 
Harris.  Of  these  D.  J.  Harris  is  still  an 
active  member  of  the  local  post.  The  others 
are  all  dead.  Eight  members  are  in  good 
standing  on  March  13,  1922.  They  are  as 
follows:  Commander,  M.  C.  Mason;  senior 
vice  commander,  S.  EX  Washburn;  junior 
vice  commander,  D.  G.  Harris;  quartermas¬ 
ter,  Noah  Augst;  officer  of  the  day,  B.  S. 
Kipp;  adjutant,  C.  P.  Taylor;  chaplain, 
George  Lee;  patriotic  instructor,  W.  A. 
Kent. 

Martin  Watson,  W.  R.  C.  No.  130  was  oi> 
ganized  April  16,  1895,  by  Belle  Hanover, 
department  president.  Mrs.  Melissa  Wy- 
gant  was  the  first  president,  Mrs.  EHizabeth 
Clark  the  first  secretary,  and  Mrs.  Abble 
Mason,  treasurer,  all  three  are  now  dead. 
The  other  charter  members  were  the  Mes- 
dames  Rose  Kent,  Ehnily  Mattlson,  Mary 
Rouse,  Sarah  Fry,  Jane  Taylor,  Sarah  Si- 
dell,  Sarah  Timblln  and  Ellen  F\>rrey,  all 
deceased;  and  Mamie  Thurson,  Jennie  Post, 
Irene  Cheney,  Irene  Fry,  Fidelia  Jenks, 
Hattie  Hogeboom,  Mary  Quackenbush  and 
Mary  Babcock,.  now  living. 

There  are  now  20  members.  The  presi¬ 
dent  is  Catherine  Hoffman;  the  senior  vice 
president  is  Mrs.  Helen  Kipp;  the  junior 
vice  president  is  Mrs.  Ida  Hecox,  the  secre¬ 
tary,  Mrs.  Cora  Lee;  the  treasurer,  Mrs. 
Mary  Quackenbush;  press  correspondent, 
Mrs.  Casey  Johnston;  patriot  instructor, 
Mrs.  Casey  Johnston. 

The  corps  since  its  organization  has  done 
everything  possible  to  foster  the  spirit  of 
patriotism  in  Barron  and  to  further  and  aid 
all  the  purposes  of  the  old  soldiers.  Flags 
have  been  presented  to  the  schools,  and  pa¬ 
triotic  publications  furnished  the  school 
children.  A  touching  courtesy  extended  by 
the  ladies  of  the  Corps  is  a  presentation  to 
each  of  the  veterans  still  living  in  Barron 
of  a  basket  of  fruits  and  dainties  on  their 
birthdays. 


CHAPTER  XX. 
CUMBERLAND  CITY. 


Cumberland  is  an  incorporated  city  of 
1528  Inhabitants,  situated  in  the  northwest 
corner  of  Cumberland  Township,  or,  as 
more  exactly  described,  in  Sections  6  and  7. 
Township  35  north.  Range  13  west.  It  is 
entirely  surrounded  by  Beaver  Dam  Lake, 
which  converts  the  site  Into  an  island,  sev¬ 
eral  bridges  giving  access  into  the  surround¬ 
ing  country.  From  this  fact  it  is  sometimes 
called  the  “Island  City."  The  lake  is  a 


beautiful  body  of  water  five  miles  long,  and 
connects  with  a  chain  of  lakes  extending 
about  sixteen  miles  to  the  northwest.  The 
land  is  rolling,  and  in  many  places  covered 
with  small  timber,  the  ancient  forests  hav¬ 
ing  been  cut  years  ago  by  the  different  log¬ 
ging  concerns  which  operated  in  this  region. 

The  site  of  Cumberland  was  occupied  for 
some  years  by  a  tribe  of  Chippewa  Indians, 
whose  headquarters  were  at  the  Couderay 
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reservation.  After  the  white  men  came,  the 
Indians  gradually  returned  to  their  reser¬ 
vation.  The  chief  of  the  band  was  Pon-gee 
Rau-gen,  or  “Little  Pipe”,  commonly  called 
“Cut  Lip”.  He  lived  here  until  his  death, 
about  1895,  when  he  was  drowned  by  being 
tipped  out  of  a  canoe.  Several  of  his  de¬ 
scendants  were  present  at  the  first  pioneer 
reunion  held  at  Cumberland,  in  August, 
1920,  Including  his  grandsons,  Charles  and 
Will  Roberts,  and  their  niece,  Margaret  Bi- 
sonett  of  Cou  deray. 

The  city  of  Cumberland  is  built  on  an 
island  at  the  lower  extremity  of  Beaver 
Dam  Lake,  which  is  encircled  for  the  most 
part  with  rugged  hills,  whose  slopes  and 
summits  are  adorned  from  spring  to  autumn 
with  the  brilliant  foliage  of  a  variety  of 
trees  and  shrubs,  including  the  pine,  oak, 
birch  and  elm;  the  whole  forming  a  series 
of  magnificent  pictures,  the  perfection  of 
nature’s  handiwork,  from  almost  number¬ 
less  points  of  view.  Less  than  five  decades 
ago  this  Island  and  all  the  territory  adja¬ 
cent  to  the  beautiful  Che-wa-cum-ma-towan- 
gok,  or  “Lake  Made  by  the  Beavers”,  as 
Beaver  Dam  Lake  was  called  in  the  Chip¬ 
pewa  language,  was  an  unbroken  wilder¬ 
ness,  save  the  clearings  and  the  cabins  of 
two  or  three  adventurous  pioneers.  In  this 
period  a  city  has  grown  up  that  is  a  sur¬ 
prise  to  the  visitor.  What  was  a  tangled 
forest  of  trees,  shrubs,  wild  creeping  plants 
and  flowers,  is  now  a  business  and  residence 
center  that  demands  volumes  of  praise  for 
the  enterprise  of  the  citizens.  With  wide 
and  graded  streets,  substantial  sidewalks, 
handsome  homes,  fine  stores,  electric  lights 
and  a  complete  system  of  waterworks  in 
operation,  the  city  is  a  model  of  what  can 
be  accomplished  by  the  brain  and  hand  of 
man. 

In  the  fall  of  1874  O.  A.  Rltan,  accompa¬ 
nied  by  R.  H.  Clothier,  visited  this  section, 
both  with  the  intention  of  taking  up  home¬ 
steads.  But  after  looking  over  the  ground 
they  changed  their  minds  and  started  back 
for  tbeir  homes  in  Hersey.  While  on  their 
way  they  met  a  party  of  surveyors,  who 
were  running  lines  for  the  proposed  North 
Wisconsin  railway.  These  surveyors  in¬ 
formed  that  the  road  would  probably  run 
through  or  near  the  homesteads  they  had 
intended  to  file  on.  They,  however,  contin¬ 
ued  their  homeward  Journey.  In  the  fall 
of  the  same  year  they  learned  that  the  rail¬ 
road  would  probably  be  built  through  the 
next  spring,  and  Mr.  Ritan  filed  on  a  home¬ 
stead,  aR  also  did  Gunder  O.  Dahlby. 

The  Ritan  and  Dahlby  families  had  met 
at  Downs’  camp,  near  Turtle  Lake,  to  which 
place  the  Dahlbys  had  driven  from  the 
town  of  New  Richmond,  which  was  then  the 
end  of  the  railroad.  They  arrived  on  the 
island  Dec.  10,  1874,  and  Mr.  Dahlby,  as¬ 
sisted  by  Mr.  Ritan,  at  once  built  on  his 
land  a  rude  log  cabin  of  two  rooms,  the  first 
on  the  island.  It  stood  on  Lot  3,  Section  6, 
or,  in  other  words,  about  300  feet  north  of 
the  site  of  the  present  high  school. 

O.  A.  Rltan’s  homestead  comprised  the 
west  half  of  the  southwest  quarter  of  Sec¬ 
tion  18,  or  about  a  mile  south  of  the  island. 


but  during  the  first  winter,  that  of  1874-75, 
he  and  his  family  shared  the  cabin  of  the 
Dahlbys.  R.  H.  Clothier,  who  arrived  with 
his  family  about  a  month  after  the  others 
had  started  housekeeping,  also  made  his 
temporary  home  there.  They  were  necessa¬ 
rily  crowded  but  made  the  best  of  circum¬ 
stances.  During  the  day  the  men  rolled  in 
huge  blocks  of  white  pine,  which,  in  the 
evening  they  split  with  frows  into  shingle 
size,  later  dressing  them  into  shape  with 
draw-knives.  They  also  prepared  other 
building  material  to  as  to  be  ready  for  the 
spring  activities.  The  lighter  work  was 
done  in  the  cabin. 

In  1877,  when  the  construction  of  the 
North  Wisconsin  railway  was  resumed  at 
Clayton  and  extended  toward  the  Great 
Lakes,  Mr.  Dahlby,  being  the  lucky  posses¬ 
sor  of  an  ox  team,  easily  found  work  haul¬ 
ing  supplies  to  the  various  construction 
camps.  In  1880  he  sold  out  his  interests 
here  and  moved  to  Chandler  (now  Spooner), 
where  he  opened  a  store;  but  after  conduct¬ 
ing  it  a  short  time,  he  resumed  railway  con¬ 
struction  work,  following  the  road  as  it  ad¬ 
vanced  from  place  to  place.  He  died  at 
North  Branch,  Minn.,  in  1901.  His  wife, 
Ellen,  whose  maiden  name  was  Hemming- 
son,  was  present  at  the  pioneer  picnic  in 
Cumberland  in  1920.  They  were  both  na¬ 
tives  of  Norway  and  came  to  America  in 
1872  with  their  firstborn  child,  Edwin  M. 

O.  A.  Ritan,  who  was  also  a  Norwegian, 
built  a  house  on  his  land  in  the  spring  of 
1875.  He  remained  in  this  locality  for  many 
years  and  took  a  prominent  part  in  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  Cumberland,  opening  one  of 
the  early  stores.  He  is  still  living,  being 
now  a  resident  of  Portland,  Ore. 

R.  H.  Clothier  took  a  homestead  in  Sec¬ 
tion  18,  his  farm  in  part  adjoining  Mr. 
Ritan’s  on  the  east,  while  C.  C.  Clausen, 
who  arrived  while  Mr.  Ritan  was  building 
his  house,  in  the  spring  of  1875,  settled  just 
next  to  him  on  the  north.  In  June  the  same 
year,  G.  G.  Hodgkin  arrived,  and  in  the  next 
month  brought  his  family  here  from  their 
old  home  in  Trempealeau.  The  Journey  was 
made  by  wagon  across  the  country,  Mr. 
Hodgkin  cutting  the  first  wagon  road,  or 
rather  trail,  through  the  woods  to  his  new 
abiding  place.  In  an  early  narrative  we 
read:  "On  November  14  of  the  same  year 
A.  J.  Cook  arrived  and  entered  land  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  settlement.  His  son, 
George  B.  Cook,  accompanied  him.  They, 
with  their  family,  consisting  of  Mr.  Cook 
and  his  wife,  their  son,  George,  and  son- 
in-law,  John  Hopkins,  his  wife  and  two  little 
children,  lived  in  a  cloth  tent,  12  by  16 
feet,  through  the  winter  of  1875-76.  They 
secured  homesteads  across  the  lake.”  The 
A.  J.  Cook  residence  was  on  Lot  5.  on  the 
north  half  of  the  southeast  quarter  of  Sec¬ 
tion  6.  That  of  Mr.  Hodgkin  was  on  Lot 
2  in  the  same  section.  Other  settlers  came 
in  about  this  time  or  soon  after.  Including: 
Chris  Finson,  in  Section  8;  Horace  Seward, 
Section  18,  and  J.  C.  Bonett,  after  whom 
the  bridge  at  the  south  end  of  the  Island 
was  named.  Speaking  of  these  settlers,  it 
has  been  said:  "During  the  next  four  years 
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they  experienced  many  hardships,  but  as 
they  had  always  proved  themselves  to  be 
brave  men  and  true  women,  with  the  hope 
ot  a  bright  future  before  them,  it  was  com¬ 
paratively  easy  for  them  to  make  the  best 
of  their  present  circumstances  and  struggle 
on  as  best  they  could.  Fish  and  game  were 
abundant,  including  the  different  species  of 
bass,  pickerel,  wall-eyed  pike,  sunftsh, 
horned-pout,  red-horse,  partridges,  rabbits, 
raccoons,  porcupines,  deer,  bears,  foxes, 
wildcats,  etc.  The  pioneers  were  visited  oc¬ 
casionally  by  the  families  of  Powagams, 
Wabesesh  and  Okka-Tuccom,  who  usually 
came  in  a  body  when  they  favored  their 
neighbors  with  a  call,  which  usually  lasted 
from  three  to  four  hours,  and  was  remark¬ 
ably  entertaining.  Interesting  and  instruc¬ 
tive.  What  seemed  harder  to  bear  than 
anything  else  was  having  to  wait  so  long 
for  letters  and  papers,  but  the  mail  always 
reached  them  if  they  only  waited  long 
enough.  It  would  be  sent  from  one  logging 
camp  to  another  until,  Anally,  some  one 
would  bring  it  to  them.  Sometimes  the  en- 
velopes  would  be  nearly  worn  out,  and  the 
letters  so  defaced  and  dirty  that  it  would 
take  all  the  members  of  a  family  to  deci¬ 
pher  them.  It  was  always  a  gala  day  when 
letters  and  papers  were  received  from  rela¬ 
tives  and  friends.” 

The  settlement  grew  quite  rapidly,  and 
on  Feb.  21,  1879,  the  village  was  platted  on 
land  owned  by  the  North  Wisconsin  Rail¬ 
road  Co.  George  Strong  was  the  surveyor. 
North  Cumberland  was  platted  Nov.  10, 
1879,  having  been  surveyed  by  G.  G.  Hodg¬ 
kin.  East  Cumberland  was  platted  July  13, 
1881,  on  land  owned  by  Henry  M.  Barney. 
Mr.  Hodgkin  was  the  suFVeyor. 

On  Dec.  30,  1875,  the  town  of  Lakeland 
was  organized,  containing  what  are  now  the 
four  townships  of  Cumberland,  Crystal 
Lake,  Almena  and  Maple  Plain,  with  Sec¬ 
tions  31,  32,  33  and  34  of  what  is  now  Lake¬ 
land  Township.  The  officers  elected  were: 
Supervisors:  A.  J.  Cook  (chairman),  O.  A. 
Rltan  and  G.  W.  Caddy;  town  clerk,  George 
Corsar;  town  treasurer,  R,  H.  Clothier,  as¬ 
sessors,  N.  Wallace  and  William  Horning. 

On  Jan.  1,  1880,  the  name  of  the  town¬ 
ship  was  changed  to  Cumberland,  and  in 
March  the  same  year  Almena  was  united 
with  Turtle  Lake  into  one  township  under 
the  name  of  Turtle  Lake.  For  some  years 
after  that  there  was  no  town  of  Lakeland. 
Then,  on  Nov.  10,  1901,  a  new  town  of  Lake¬ 
land  was  created,  consisting  of  the  present 
townships  of  Lakeland  and  Maple  Plain. 
Crystal  Lake  was  set  off  from  Cumberland 
Nov.  12,  1902,  leaving  Cumberland  with  its 
present  outline  and  dimensions. 

During  the  latter  part  of  1875  or  early 
in  1876  a  postoffice  was  established  in  the 
northwest  quarter  of  Section  10,  or  about 
three  miles  east  of  the  site  of  the  city,  L.  I. 
Gunderson  being  appointed  postmaster.  Mr. 
Gunderson  had  arrived  in  the  vicinity  in 
the  fall  of  1874,  having  walked  from  St 
Croix  Falls  in  company  with  his  brother, 
John,  and  their  father,  Lars  Gunderson,  and 
with  Eberhard  Christopherson.  All  home¬ 
steads  of  Ole  A.  Rltan  and  G.  O.  Dahlby. 


The  postofflce  was  at  first  called  Lakeland, 
the  name  of  Cumberland  being  substituted 
during  the  winter  of  1879  at  the  request  of 
John  Humbird,  who  came  from  Cumberland, 
Maryland. 

In  July,  1880,  Dr.  William  B.  Hopkins  ar¬ 
rived  and  established  his  home  here,  being 
at  that  time  the  only  physician  between 
Clear  Lake  and  Lake  Superior.  He  was  a 
native  of  Maine,  and  for  many  years  after 
coming  here  was  an  active  factor  in  prog¬ 
ressive  movements  of  various  kinds. 

There  were  no  religious  institutions  in 
the  city  during  its  Infancy,  but  occasionally 
a  Methodist  preacher  would  visit  the  island 
and  conduct  services.  In  warm  weather  the 
meetings  would  be  held  in  the  open  air,  and 
in  winter  in  one  of  the  log  cabins.  On  one 
occasion  one  of  these  itinerant  ministers 
came  to  the  island  at  night.  It  was  very 
dark  and  the  rain  came  down  in  torrents. 
Not  knowing  his  way  and  seeing  no  light 
to  guide  him,  he  was  compelled  to  remain 
in  the  woods  until  daylight.  Tired,  wet 
and  hungry,  he  reached  a  settler's  cabin  in 
the  morning,  and,  not  in  the  least  discour¬ 
aged,  preached  the  next  evening  before  all 
the  inhabitants  of  the  island  and  surround¬ 
ing  country — not  a  large  congregation. 

The  first  school  built  by  the  settlers  was 
not  on  the  island,  but  Just  across  the  Bon- 
ett  bridge,  and  some  of  the  children  had 
to  walk  several  miles  to  attend  it.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  the  best  information  obtainable,  it 
was  built  during  the  winter  of  1876-77,  but 
previous  to  this  Mrs.  Hodgkin  had  estab¬ 
lished  one  for  her  own  children,  teaching 
them  at  certain  hours  of  the  day.  This  be¬ 
coming  known  to  her  neighbors,  they  asked 
permission  to  send  their  children  to  her  for 
Instruction,  paying  her  one  dollar  a  month 
for  each  pupil.  The  first  district  school 
teacher  was  Miss  Ida  Schofield,  but  after 
months'  work  she  retired,  and  her  term  was 
finished  and  the  next  one  taught  by  Miss 
Carrie  Fay,  of  Prairie  Farm. 

In  the  meanwhile  the  settlers  had  been 
eagerly  awaiting  the  coming  of  the  railroad, 
which  it  was  known  was  to  be  constructed 
by  the  North  Wisconsin  Railroad  Company 
from  Hudson  to  Spooner.  It  was  the  in¬ 
tention  of  the  company  to  build  as  far  as 
Cumberland  during  the  summer  of  1875,  but 
litigation  over  its  land  grant  compelled  it 
to  temporarily  suspend  operations.  Con¬ 
struction  work  was  resumed  in  1877.  Trains 
were  run  to  Cumberland  in  1878,  and  soon 
the  line  was  extended  northward.  In  the 
meanwhile  the  settlers  were  forced  to  ob¬ 
tain  provisions,  clothing  and  everything 
they  needed  from  Rice  Lake,  Barron  or 
Clayton,  the  nearest  trading-points  and  carry 
them  for  the  most  part  on  their  backs. 

With  the  whistle  of  the  first  locomotive 
the  wheels  of  progress  began  to  turn  with 
perceptible  motion.  In  August,  1878,  David 
Ingle,  in  company  with  his  brother,  opened 
a  grocery  store  on  the  island,  in  a  shanty 
erected  by  some  of  the  men  engaged  in 
constructing  the  roadbed  of  the  railway. 

The  rush  of  new  settlers  was  rapidly  in¬ 
creasing  the  population,  and  almost  simul¬ 
taneously  other  business  houses  sprang  into 
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being.  John  A.  Humbird  opened  a  store  on 
West  avenue,  near  tbe  intersection  ot  Lake 
street,  in  the  same  month  as  Mr.  Ingle,  and 
in  September,  1878,  Elmer  Wiener  of  Clear 
Lake,  built  the  first  blacksmith  shop,  which 
was  located  a  short  distance  from  the  Ingle 
store.  L.  L.  Gunderson  erected  a  store 
building  at  the  intersection  of  Lake  street 
and  West  avenue,  and  in  the  following  De¬ 
cember  still  another  store  was  opened,  by 

O.  A.  Rltan  and  C.  C.  Clauson,  who  had 
formed  a  partnership.  Later  Mr.  Rltan 
erected  the  north  halt  of  the  large  store 
now  occupied  by  the  S.  W.  Hines  Mercan¬ 
tile  Co. 

In  a  narrative  of  1893  we  read:  “The 
first  white  child  born  on  the  island  was  Mao 
Jenet  Hodgkin.  This  event  occurred  Sep¬ 
tember  10,  1876.  She  was  christened  by  the 
natives  the  ‘Lily  of  the  Woods,’  and  pre¬ 
sented  when  a  year  old  with  a  pair  of 
beaded  moccasins  by  ‘Little  Pipe.’  Hugh 
McDonald,  fourteen  years  old,  a  son  of  Alex 
McDonald,  was  the  first  person  who  died  on 
the  Island.  A  short  time  afterward  a  young 
man  was  killed  in  Mansfield  A  Lang’s  saw¬ 
mill,  they  having  purchased  Mr.  Dahly’s 
homestead  for  its  site.  The  first  hotel  was 
kept  by  Jack  Collingwood,  who  afterward 
built  the  Collingwood  House,  which  is  still 
in  existence,  and  is  owned  and  managed  by 
Frank  Anderson.  There  are  now  several 
hotels  in  the  city.  Including  the  Merchants’, 
the  Sherman  House,  the  Jaffer’s  House  and 
the  Hotel  Cumberland.  The  last  named  was 
erected  in  1890,  and  completely  furnished 
for  occupation  and  opened  to  the  public  in 
the  spring  of  1891,  by  the  Cumberland  Hotel 
Company,  at  a  cost  of  about  $15,000.  It  has 
been  leased  for  five  years  by  J.  H.  Kahler 
of  Northfleld,  Minn.’’ 

Cumberland  was  incorporated  as  a  village 
November  29,  1881,  upon  petition  of  Thomas 

P.  Stone.  J.  H.  Smith,  A.  D.  Fuller,  O.  A. 
Rltan  and  C.  A.  Lamoreux.  J.  F.  Fuller  was 
the  first  village  president.  This  form  of 
local  government  was  continued  for  but 
three  years,  as  in  the  spring  of  1886  Cum¬ 
berland  was  Incorporated  as  a  city,  with 
three  wards.  The  first  officers  were:  Mayor, 
L.  B.  Royce;  city  clerk,  T.  M.  Purtell  (he 
resigned  the  office  before  the  expiration  of 
his  term  and  was  succeeded  by  A.  J.  Olson) ; 
treasurer,  E.  V.  Benjamin;  assessor,  A.  F. 
Wright;  city  attorneys,  Mead  &  Wright; 
justices  of  the  peace,  R.  H.  Clothier  and  S. 
W.  Alderson.  Aldermen:  First  Ward, 
James  Griswold  and  T.  A.  Johnson;  super¬ 
visor,  J.  H.  Smith;  Second  Ward,  S.  H. 
Waterman  and  M.  D.  Richards;  supervisor, 
J.  F.  Miller;  Third  Ward,  A.  J.  Cook;  super¬ 
visor,  Thomas  H.  Oakes.  Six  years  later, 
on  April  2,  1891,  the  legislature  passed  an 
amendment  which  gave  the  city  practically 
a  new  charter,  and  at  that  time  a  fourth 
ward  was  created. 

The  immense  tracts  of  pine  and  hardwood 
timber,  including  oak,  maple,  basswood  and 
birch,  gave  rise  in  the  vicinity  not  only  to 
extensive  logging  operations,  but  also  to 
some  large  lumber  and  planing  mills,  which 
flourished  until  the  available  supply  of  tim¬ 
ber  had  been  exhausted. 


In  the  spring  of  1880  a  complete  steam 
sawmill,  with  planers,  and  lath  and  shingle 
mills,  was  erected  by  Mansfield  A  Lang  at 
what  was  then  North  Cumberland.  The 
firm  operated  the  plant  for  about  two  years, 
when  it  was  purchased  by  S.  G.  Cook  A  Co. 
They  leased  It  to  E.  G.  Oliver  A  Co.,  who 
managed  it  for  a  brief  period,  when  Cook 
A  Co.  took  possession  of  It.  After  running 
for  nearly  a  season  it  was  destroyed  by  fire 
on  August  15,  1884.  EL  L.  Hunter  then 
bought  the  site,  and  what  was  left  of  the 
plant,  and  built  what  was  known  for  years 
as  the  North  Cumberland  Mill.  It  Included 
a  saw,  planing  and  shingle  mill,  and  Mr. 
Hunter  also  manufactured  furniture  stock, 
employing  a  large  number  of  men.  The  mill 
had  a  capacity  of  60,000  feet  of  lumber  and 
120,000  shingles  a  day.  The  logs  came  from 
a  radius  of  twelve  miles  around  the  chain 
of  lakes. 

In  the  fall  of  1879,  Messrs.  Griggs  A  Fos¬ 
ter  of  SL  Paul,  established  a  large  general 
store  in  Cumberland,  and  early  in  1880  it 
was  placed  in  charge  of  J.  F.  Miller.  The 
firm  also  engaged  largely  in  the  purchase 
of  cordwood,  piling  and  railroad  ties.  In  the 
same  year,  1880,  T.  P.  Stone  and  J.  C.  Max¬ 
well  purchased  about  100,000,000  feet  of  pine 
timber  In  the  vicinity,  and  in  the  fall  bnilt 
a  large  steam  sawmill.  Then,  in  the  sum¬ 
mer  of  1881,  the  two  firms — that  of  Griggs 
A  Foster  and  that  of  Stone  A  Maxwell — 
consolidated  and  became  merged  In  the 
Cumberland  Lumber  Co.,  which  a  few 
months  later  was  transferred  to  the  Beaver 
Lake  Lumbering  Co.,  of  which  the  officer* 
and  principal  stockholders  were:  (H.  E. 
Southwell,  President;  Jeff  T.  Heath,  secre¬ 
tary,  and  L.  B.  Royce,  treasurer.  An  exten¬ 
sive  business  was  transacted,  the  product  of 
the  company  for  five  years  being  as  follows: 
1883,  16,600,000  feet  of  lumber;  1884,  21,- 
500,000  feet;  1886,  21,300,000  feet;  1886.  25,- 
000,000  feet;  1887,  23,450,000.  On  January 
1,  1888,  this  corporation  was  absorbed  by 
the  Beaver  Dam  Lumber  Co.,  which  had  just 
then  organized  with  a  capital  stock  of  $200,- 
000,  and  which  was  composed  of  Messrs. 
Griggs,  Foster  A  Miller  and  L.  B.  Royce. 
An  extensive  tract  of  pine  timber  land  had 
been  purchased  In  the  winter  ot  1887-88.  Im¬ 
provements  were  made  in  the  plant  in  the 
spring  of  1891,  Including  the  erection  of  a 
new  band  mill.  This  brought  its  capacity 
up  to  60,000  feet  of  lumber  and  175,000 
shingles  a  day. 

In  may,  1888,  the  Cumberland  Agricultural 
and  Driving  Park  Association  was  organ¬ 
ized  and  for  several  years  meetings  were 
held  annually  in  September.  Among  the 
chief  promoters  and  officers  were  H.  L.  Wil¬ 
liams,  W.  A.  Hall,  W.  B.  Hopkins  and  G.  H. 
Irwin. 

In  those  days  the  saloon  was  a  recognized 
Institution  and  in  1884  there  were  24  within 
the  limits  of  the  village.  A  liquor  license 
in  1885  cost  two  hundred  dollars.  In  the 
same  year  the  jail  was  repaired,  and  there 
was  already  a  fire  department,  with  N.  D. 
Richards  as  chief.  Another  institution  was 
the  city  pound,  with  John  Kellene  as  pound 
master.  In  the  same  year  (1885)  the  dtl- 
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sens  petitioned  the  council  to  complete  Elm 
street  bridge.  The  council  meetings  at  this 
time  were  held  in  the  old  engine-house,  built 
right  in  the  roadway  on  Lake  street,  just 
west  of  Second  street,  which  part  of  Lake 
street  was  then  regarded  as  “no  thorough¬ 
fare”;  but  soon  afterwards  the  building  was 
moved  to  the  present  site.  The  city  clerk’s 
records  for  date  of  September  19,  1885  con¬ 
tain  the  entry:  "The  proposition  of  Griggs. 
Poster  &  Miller  to  sell  to  the  city  lot  1, 
Griggs,  Foster  &  Miller's  addition,  upon 
which  to  locate  engine-house,  accepted."  In 
November,  that  year,  the  assessed  property 
valuation  of  the  city  was  $173,463,  and  a 
tax  of  one  per  cent  was  levied  for  the  sup¬ 
port  of  the  city  government  for  the  coming 
year. 

In  January,  1886,  a  tax  on  dogs  was  pro¬ 
vided  by  ordinance,  and  in  March,  that  year, 
the  sale  of  liquor  on  Sunday  was  prohibited. 
About  that  time  a  Presbyterian  society  was 
started,  which  was  allowed  the  use  of  the 
engine-house  for  worship,  but  there  were 
few  members  and  the  society  had  but  a 
brief  existence.  In  May  the  number  of  sa¬ 
loon  licenses  was  restricted  to  “five  in  force 
at  any  one  time."  Plans  for  a  new  engine- 
house  were  proceeded  with,  and  In  June  the 
fire  company  was  disbanded  and  a  new  one 
organized.  In  December  an  ordinance  was 
passed  requiring  pack  peddlers  to  pay  a 
license  fee  of  ten  dollars. 

In  February,  1888,  the  sum  of  $300  was 
voted  to  the  Advocate,  then  owned  by  H.  S. 
Comstock,  to  help  defray  the  expense  of  pub¬ 
lishing  a  special  edition  of  that  paper  show¬ 
ing  the  advantages  of  Barron  county  and 
particularly  of  Cumberland,  in  the  form  of 
an  eight-page  supplement,  which  was  subse¬ 
quently  published. 

On  June  4,  1889,  the  council  encouraged  a 
similar  enterprise,  appropriating  money  for 
cuts  (not  to  exceed  $60)  to  illustrate  a 
pamphlet,  or  booklet,  to  be  published  by 
Ball  ft  Morgan,  then  conducting  the  Advo¬ 
cate,  descriptive  of  the  city  of  Cumberland 
and  its  Immediate  surroundings.  Some 
copies  of  this  pamphlet  are  still  in  existence, 
and  it  has  been  found  useful  to  some  extent 
in  the  preparation  of  this  article,  especially 
those  parts  of  it  dealing  with  pioneer  days. 

In  1890  the  council  helped  the  Cumberland 
Cornet  band,  by  a  loan  of  $125,  to  purchase 
needed  instruments,  and  extensive  prepara¬ 
tions  were  made  for  a  O.  A.  R.  reunion  and 
celebration  on  the  second,  third,  fourth  and 
fifth  of  July. 

In  July,  1892,  a  committee  was  appointed 
"in  regard  to  waterworks,"  consisting  of  J. 
Lonquest,  P.  A.  Johnson  and  J.  F.  Fuller. 

In  February,  1893,  the  state  board  of 
health  was  requested  to  send  a  representa¬ 
tive  here  to  investigate  the  sanitary  con¬ 
dition  of  the  Italian  settlement  and  to  place 
it  under  special  quarantine,  and  an  ordi¬ 
nance  was  passed  to  regulate  the  burial  of 
the  dead  and  prevent  the  spread  of  conta¬ 
gious  diseases.  That  the  city  fathers  were 
keeping  careful  watch  of  local  conditions, 
and  endeavoring  to  keep  the  community  well 
up  in  the  van  of  progress,  is  shown  by  the 
various  resolutions  passed,  or  ordinances 


adopted,  from  time  to  time,  providing  for 
the  removal  of  snow  from  the  side-walks, 
the  cutting  of  thistles,  the  preventing  of 
cattle  or  other  animals  from  roaming  at 
large  through  the  streets,  the  preventing  of 
cows  from  wearing  bells  within  the  city 
limits,  the  removal  of  pigstys  from  the  im¬ 
mediate  vicinity  of  human  dwellings,  the 
repairing  of  sidewalks  and  bridges,  street 
grading,  improvement  of  the  cemetery,  the 
prevention  of  bicycle  riding  on  the  side¬ 
walks,  and  many  other  things. 

On  July  10,  1894,  the  committee  on  fire 
and  water  recommended  the  purchase  of  a 
more  suitable  fire-engine  and  other  fire  ap¬ 
paratus. 

On  August  1,  the  same  year,  the  erection 
of  a  system  of  waterworks  being  deemed 
necessary,  which  would  entail  the  borrowing 
by  the  city  of  the  sum  of  $5,900,  it  was  re¬ 
solved  to  call  a  special  election  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  putting  the  question  to  the  voters. 
The  election,  which  was  held  August  13, 
went  in  favor  of  the  proposition  by  a  vote 
of  180  out  of  a  total  vote  of  206.  It  was 
originally  intended  to  issue  bonds  to  cover 
a  period  of  ten  years,  at  the  rate  of  six  per 
cent  per  annum,  but  on  August  24  it  was 
decided  to  borrow  the  necessary  sum  from 
the  state,  under  the  provisions  of  -Chapter 
167,  laws  of  1881,  whereby  the  said  loan 
could  be  made  payable  within  twelve  years 
in  ten  equal  Installments,  at  five  per  cent 
Interest,  and  the  certificates  of  indebtedness 
were  ordered  to  be  prepared  accordingly. 

On  February  26, 1896  the  bid  of  Fairbanks, 
Morse  ft  Co.  for  $6,245,  for  the  construction 
of  the  waterworks  (except  the  water  tower) 
was  accepted,  the  contract  for  the  tower 
being  let  to  M.  C.  Burk  for  $3,500.  The  plans 
for  the  system  were  made  by  C.  F.  Loweth. 
On  March  4  an  assessment  on  owners  of 
lots  was  made. 

On  April  2,  1896,  a  draft  of  an  ordinance 
was  read  granting  S.  W.  Borum  and  Dewitt 
Post  the  right  of  franchise  to  erect  a  sys¬ 
tem  of  telephones  in  the  city  of  Cumber¬ 
land.  The  resolution  passed.  Money  seems 
to  have  been  hard  to  get  at  this  time,  as 
the  city  treasurer  was  authorized  to  borrow 
$2,000  at  eight  per  cent  to  pay  off  indebted¬ 
ness. 

The  city  water  tank,  which  had  been  re¬ 
cently  constructed  at  so  much  expense, 
proved  too  weak  for  its  purpose,  as  it  burst, 
and  on  September  14  the  council  appointed 
a  board  to  assess  the  damage  to  the  prop¬ 
erty  of  Heber  Angell  from  that  cause.  It 
must  have  been  slight,  as  it  was  assessed 
at  only  $15.  A  proposal  of  Fairbanks,  Morse 
&  Co.  to  rebuild  the  tank  for  $920  was  ac¬ 
cepted. 

On  April  7,  1896,  under  Mayor  W.  B.  Hop¬ 
kins,  the  city  voted  against  the  license  of 
saloons.  This  seems  to  have  been  the  first 
public  action  taken  in  Cumberland  in  the 
direction  of  prohibition,  which  as  a  local 
measure  proved  only  temporary,  as  the  wet 
and  dry  forces  were  at  this  time  about  equal¬ 
ly  balanced,  the  city  going  “wet"  again  the 
following  year.  The  records  show  com¬ 
plaints  against  certain  saloon  keepers  for 
running  disorderly  houses,  and  all  such 
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cases  were  investigated  by  the  council  and 
occasionally  a  license  was  revoked.  The 
vote  on  the  license  question  cast  April  6, 
1897,  was  in  favor  of  license  by  139  to  134 
against.  At  this  time  the  cost  of  a  saloon 
license  was  $600. 

On  November  20,  1897,  a  resolution  was 
adopted  for  the  lighting  of  the  streets,  pub¬ 
lic  grounds  and  public  buildings  by  electric¬ 
ity,  and  steps  were  taken  to  provide  the 
necessary  plant  at  a  cost  “not  to  exceed 
$3,000,  the  contract  to  be  let  to  Martin  Peter¬ 
son.  A  contract  was  also  let  to  A.  Shaw  for 
100  poles  at  40  cents  apiece,  and  it  was  de¬ 
cided  to  purchase  of  Mrs.  Angell  a  tract  of 
land  for  an  addition  to  the  grounds  of  the 
water-works  and  electric  light  light  plant. 
The  contract  for  the  construction  of  the 
plant  and  the  installation  of  the  system  was 
awarded  to  the  Fort  Wayne  Electric  Cor¬ 
poration  of  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.  for  $1,808. 

December  14,  1897,  it  was  voted  to  grant 
a  franchise  for  25  years  to  the  Cumberland 
Telephone  Co.,  its  successors  and  assigns. 
The  city  was  now  moving  rapidly  along  the 
road  of  progress,  and  another  forward  step 
was  taken  on  February  28,  1898,  when  "the 
library  committee"  submitted  a  verbal  re¬ 
port  in  favor  of  the  establishment  of  a  state 
free  library.  This  step  ultimately  led  to  the 
establishment  of  the  present  fine  library. 
About  this  time  the  water-works  and  elec¬ 
tric  light  plant  were  finished  and  the  con¬ 
tractors  paid.  Additional  lights  were  put  In 
and  the  water  mains  extended  the  same 
year.  A  motion  was  also  carried  to  provide 
for  the  construction  of  the  Cumberland 
bridge.  In  November  that  year  it  was  also 
provided  that  the  electric  lights  be  run  from 
dark  to  daylight. 

In  January,  1903,  an  ordinance  was  passed 
prohibiting  the  keeping  of  high  explosives 
within  the  city  limits.  In  February,  1905,  it 
was  voted  to  provide  $1,000  annually  for  the 
support  of  the  Carnegie  library. 

On  July  11  1905,  a  resolution  was  adopted 
to  accept  the  bid  of  Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co. 
for  the  installation  of  a  new  boiler  at  tho 
power-house,  to  cost  $2,337.  The  ultimate 
cost  exceeded  the  sum  by  about  $110  but 
was  allowed  by  the  council.  In  November, 
1906,  Mayor  Albert  C.  Uecke,  who  had  been 
elected  in  April  that  year,  resigned,  and  a 
special  election  was  called  for  December  11 
to  elect  a  new  mayor,  when  Charles  F. 
Foote  was  elected.  On  January  29,  1907,  it 
was  voted  by  the  council  that,  beginning 
February  1,  1907.  the  Carnegie  Library  and 
the  high  school  be  required  to  pay  the  reg¬ 
ular  rentals  for  the  use  of  electric  lights  and 
power. 

February  26,  1907,  a  motion  was  presented 
and  adopted  to  the  effect  that  the  “city  was 
in  great  need  of  certain  large  public  im¬ 
provements,"  which  included  street  grading, 
an  adequate  jail,  fire-house  and  council 
chamber  building,  and  improvements  in  the 
fire  and  water  plants  “which  will  make  the 
same  efficient  and  economical,  and  whereas 
it  appears  that  the  city  is  not  in  a  position 
to  make  such  improvements  and  to  pay  for 
the  same  by  the  raising  of  a  direct  tax 
thereon,  and  it  further  appearing  that  it  is 


for  the  best  interest  of  the  city,  as  well  as 
for  the  tax  payers  and  property  owners 
therein  that  these  improvements  be  made 
at  once,  and  that  the  expense  of  the  same 
be  covered  by  a  long  time,  rather  than  by 
a  direct  and  Immediate  tax,”  etc.,  a  com¬ 
mittee  headed  by  the  mayor  was  therefore 
appointed  to  employ  a  civil  engineer,  or 
some  other  suitable  person,  to  investigate 
and  make  report  as  to  the  extent  and  char¬ 
acter  of  the  improvements  needed.  In  April 
it  was  voted  to  employ  an  engineer  to  run 
the  electric  light  plant,  adjust  the  meters 
and  repair  the  electric  light  mains. 

On  June  10,  1908,  it  was  resolved  that  ap¬ 
plication  be  made  to  the  commissioner  of 
public  funds  for  the  loan  of  $25,000  from 
the  trust  funds  for  the  following  purposes: 
The  rebuilding  and  improvement  of  the 
electric  lighting  works  and  mains,  $15,000; 
building  a  city  hall,  $3,000;  extending  the 
water  mains,  $1,000;  improvement  of  streets 
and  building  cement  sidewalks  thereon- 
$6,000;  the  above  question  to  be  submitted 
to  the  voters  at  a  special  election  to  be  held 
July  3,  1908.  The  election  resulted  in  favor 
of  the  proposition  by  a  vote  of  133  to  38, 
and  the  city  attorney  was  instructed  to 
make  application  for  the  loan,  the  said  loan 
to  be  payable  within  20  years  in  18  equal 
installments  of  $1,388.89  each,  with  interest 
at  the  rate  of  three  and  a  half  per  centum 
per  annum,  payable  in  advance  as  provided 
by  law.  On  September  15  the  council  met 
to  consider  bids  for  the  above  work,  at 
which  meeting  it  was  additionally  proposed 
to  include  in  the  Improvements  to  the  elec¬ 
tric  light  plant  a  new  100-horse-power  en¬ 
gine,  “to  be  directly  connected  with  the 
generator  now  in  use  so  as  to  form  two 
complete  units,  all  connections  to  be  made 
and  the  installing  to  be  done  by  the  success¬ 
ful  bidder.  The  bid  of  J.  G.  Robertson  of 
St.  Paul  for  $17,000  was  finally  accepted. 
The  system  thus  provided  remained  in  oper¬ 
ation  until  four  years  ago  when  the  city 
discarded  Its  power  plant,  selling  the  ma¬ 
chinery,  and  has  slnoe  derived  its  power  for 
water  and  lightg  from  the  Apple  River  Mil¬ 
ling  Co. 

The  Farmers  Light  &  Power  Co.,  a  con¬ 
cern  which  supplies  light  and  power  to  the 
farmers  in  this  vicinity,  is  a  sub-station  of 
the  Apple  River  Milling  Co.  It  was  organ¬ 
ized  in  the  early  part  of  1919,  with  John 
Avery  as  president,  Grover  Jacobson  secre¬ 
tary,  and  A.  L.  Morken  treasurer,  which  of¬ 
ficers  are  still  serving.  The  original  amount 
of  stock  Issued  was  $10,000,  which  was  in¬ 
creased  in  the  latter  part  of  1920  to  $30,000 
The  company  has  about  25  miles  of  country 
line  and  about  86  patrons,  and  is  an  impor¬ 
tant  factor  in  the  development  of  the  region 
round  about  Cumberland. 

Having  thus  taken  a  brief  chronological 
view  of  events  connected  with  the  progress 
of  the  city  from  1884  to  a  comparatively  re¬ 
cent  date,  it  remains  to  speak  more  partic¬ 
ularly  of  those  institutions,  whether  pub¬ 
licly  or  privately  owned,  that  may  be  classed 
as  public  utilities,  as  agencies  of  material 
production,  or  of  educational,  social  and  re¬ 
ligious  growth.  Representative  mercantile 
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bouses  may  be  found  mentioned  in  the  bio¬ 
graphical  part  of  this  history. 

The  Are  department  has  been  several 
times  mentioned  in  connection  with  the  acts 
and  ordinances  of  the  city  council.  It  is  a 
voluntary  organization,  and  has  its  quarters 
in  the  city  hall  building,  the  apparatus  con¬ 
sisting  of  a  hose-cart  and  hook  and  ladder. 
No  engine  is  necessary,  as  the  city  stand¬ 
pipe  gives  enough  direct  pressure. 

Early  in  August,  1921,  the  city  began  the 
construction  of  a  modern,  scientific  and  anti¬ 
septic  sewerage  system  of  the  semi-Dorpand 
type,  to  be  completed  in  December  the  same 
year.  By  the  latter  part  of  November  the 
pipes,  ranging  from  16-inch  to  9-inch,  had 
all  been  laid,  and  the  contractors  were  en¬ 
gaged  in  finishing  the  disposal  plant,  the 
last  part  of  the  work.  The  passing  of  the 
sewerage  through  this  plant  renders  it  per¬ 
fectly  inocoous  and  it  is  then  emptied  into 
the  south  part  of  Beaver  Dam  lake.  Three 
sewerage  lifts  are  required  to  raise  the  sew¬ 
erage  from  the  lower  parts  of  the  town,  and 
it  is  carried  down  the  main  channel  by  grav¬ 
ity.  The  maximum  cut,  or  depth  at  which 
the  pipe  was  laid,  was  26  feet.  This  was 
installed  under  the  guidance  of  L.  P.  Wolf 
of  St  Paul,  consulting  engineer,  and  H.  Von 
Hlppel,  resident  engineer. 

A  library  association  was  established  in 
Cumberland  as  early  as  1898,  and  from  the 
first  received  the  endorsement  and  active 
aid  of  the  city  council,  as  the  records  show 
that  on  February  22,  that  year,  “the  library 
committee  submitted  a  verbal  report  that  a 
state  free  library  be  established,  that  the 
committee  be  allowed  to  use  the  engine- 
house  as  a  library  room,  and  that  a  small 
appropriation  be  made  by  the  council  to  de¬ 
fray  necessary  expenses.”  The  report  was 
accepted  and  the  committee  discharged. 
The  sum  of  $50  was  appropriated  for  a  lib¬ 
rary  fund,  and  a  library  board  was  appoint¬ 
ed  by  the  council  consisting  of  eight  mem¬ 
bers,  three  to  serve  for  one  year,  three  for 
two  years,  and  two  for  three  years.  The 
members  of  this  board,  who  were  appointed 
by  Mayor  8.  H.  Waterman,  were  as  follows: 
For  one  year,  D.  E.  Cameron,  Mrs.  H.  H. 
Poukey  and  Mrs.  8.  H.  Waterman;  for  two 
years,  F.  F.  Morgan,  Mrs.  C.  F.  Kalk  and 
Mrs.  H.  8.  Comstock;  for  three  years,  J.  F. 
Fuller,  W.  B.  Hopkins  and  F.  L.  Olcott.  F. 
F.  Morgan  was  made  president.  F.  L.  Olcott 
secretary,  and  Mrs.  C.  F.  Kalk  treasurer. 
It  was  decided  that  the  library  should  be 
located  in  the  city  council  rooms,  that  it 
should  be  opened  to  the  public  as  a  reading- 
room  and  library  every  Saturday.  Mrs.  Fin¬ 
ley  Urquhart  was  appointed  librarian.  For 
a  number  of  years  this  early  library  was 
supported  by  sums  of  money  voted  by  the 
city  council,  usually  in  amounts  of  $50  to 
$75,  as  the  need  arose,  by  private  donations 
and  by  funds  derived  from  parties,  lectures 
and  other  entertainments  arranged  for  that 
purpose.  The  people  of  the  township  were 
privileged  to  draw  books  on  the  same  terms 
as  the  Inhabitants  of  the  city,  including  chil¬ 
dren  from  ten  years  old  up,  these  provisions 
being  established  in  1899.  In  January,  1901, 
it  was  decided  to  allow  each  person  to  draw 


two  books  at  a  time,  provided  that  but  one 
of  them  was  fiction.  On  February  4,  1908, 
Mrs.  O.  E.  Carr  was  appointed  librarian. 
Various  amounts  were  expended  from  time 
to  time  for  books  and  magazines.  A  year  or 
two  later,  owing  to  the  growth  and  increas¬ 
ing  pooularlty  of  the  institution,  the  need  of 
a  special  library  building  became  urgent, 
and  it  was  decided  to  apply  for  assistance 
to  Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie.  Negotiations  were 
accordingly  set  on  foot,  the  prime  movers 
in  this  enterprise  being  Dr.  W.  B.  Hopkins, 
F.  F.  Morgan  and  T.  O.  Mason.  The  applica¬ 
tion  of  the  committee  was  received  favor¬ 
ably  and  on  March  15,  1905,  the  association 
met  to  consider  Mr.  Carnegie’s  proposition 
to  give  $10,000  to  the  city  of  Cumberland 
for  a  library  building  on  the  condition  that 
the  city  should  raise  $1,000  a  year  for  the 
support  of  the  institution.  A  resolution  in 
favor  thereof  was  made  and  adopted,  and 
the  matter  of  procuring  a  suitable  site  dis¬ 
cussed.  At  various  informal  meetings  of  the 
board  plans  and  specifications  were  exam¬ 
ined,  and  a  plan  was  finally  accepted  for  the 
building  corresponding  to  that  of  the  library 
at  Fairmont,  Minn.  C.  H.  Paschke,  of  Fair¬ 
mont,  Minn.,  was  employed  as  architect. 
The  building,  a  substantial  and  ornamental 
structure,  was  erected  in  1905,  the  cost  be¬ 
ing  kept  within  the  amount  appropriated,  the 
site  (a  central  location  on  Second  street) 
being  provided  by  the  city.  In  December, 
1921,  the  library  contained  about  3,700 
books.  It  has  a  very  good  reference  de¬ 
partment,  Including  a  large  number  of  the 
leading  magazines  and  newspapers,  the  back 
files  of  the  magazines  in  some  instances 
extending  back  for  many  years.  There  is 
also  a  Norwegian  traveling  library,  the 
books  being  obtained  from  the  Wisconsin 
Free  Library  Commission;  and  in  addition, 
there  is  a  large  list  of  children’s  book*.  An 
auditorium  in  the  lower  part  of  the  build¬ 
ing  is  used  for  social  meetings.  On  Decem¬ 
ber  12,  1910,  Mrs.  H.  H.  Poukey  was  elected 
librarian,  and  entered  upon  the  duties  of 
the  office  January  1,  1911,  since  which  time 
she  has  continued  to  serve  in  that  capacity. 

One  of  the  oldest  institutions  of  the  city 
is  the  Lakeside  Cemetery,  which  was  laid 
out  in  1880,  the  site  having  been  purchased 
by  the  village.  The  price  of  land  at  that 
time  was  nominal,  being  probably  from  $2 
to  $5  an  acre.  The  ground  covers  ten  acres 
and  is  located  in  the  east  part  of  the  city 
within  the  limits.  A  cemetery  Association 
was  formed  by  calling  a  meeting  of  all  those 
who  owned  lots  in  the  cemetery,  and  an  or¬ 
ganization  was  effected,  of  which  H.  C.  Doo¬ 
little  was  president,  Dr.  C.  E.  Foote  secre¬ 
tary,  and  W.  N.  Fuller  treasurer.  Within 
a  few  years  both  Mr.  Doolittle  and  Dr. 
Foote  moved  away  and  their  places  as  offi¬ 
cers  were  not  filled,  but  Mr.  Fuller  has  con¬ 
tinued  as  treasurer  and  for  the  last  ten 
years  has  been  the  only  officer  of  the  asso¬ 
ciation.  The  cemetery  has  been  maintained 
by  contributions  from  the  city  and  by  the 
sale  of  lots.  A  new  addition  was  platted  in 
1918  and  more  lots  laid  out.  Monument 
salesmen  who  visit  Cumberland  speak  of 
Lakeside  as  one  of  the  finest  cemeteries  in 
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northern  Wisconsin.  A  sexton  Is  maintained 
from  May  1  to  October  1,  each  year,  to  keep 
the  grounds  in  good  condition. 

The  school  kept  by  Mrs.  Hodgkin,  and 
the  first  district  school  house,  that  across 
the  Bonett  bridge,  have  already  been  men¬ 
tioned.  The  latter  continued  in  use  until 
1879  or  1880,  when  it  was  superseded  by  a 
new  school  house  built  on  the  island  on  the 
site  of  the  present  Company  Store  ware¬ 
house.  It  contained  four  or  five  rooms 
and  was  used  as  a  graded  school.  When 
it  became  crowded  the  adjacent  build¬ 
ing  of  the  Masonic  Temple  was  utilized  as 
an  addition,  and  both  buildings  were  in  use 
until  the  erection  of  the  present  large  brick 
school  house  on  Second  street  in  1903.  This 
building,  which  contains  sixteen  rooms  and 
an  auditorium,  cost  about  $50,000  and  the 
site  $3,000.  By  1921,  however,  the  number 
of  pupils  had  so  increased  that  it  was  found 
too  small,  and  in  the  summer  of  that  year 
a  supplementary  building,  of  frame  con¬ 
struction,  was  built  Just  across  the  street, 
at  a  cost  of  $6,500.  It  contains  three  rooms 
and  is  occupied  by  the  first,  second  and 
third  grades.  In  December,  1921,  there 
were  181  pupils  in  the  high  school  and  about 
600  in  the  grades.  Many  of  them  come  from 
the  country.  The  district,  which  Is  No.  2, 
covers  a  part  of  the  township  of  Crystal 
Lake  as  well  as  part  of  the  township  of 
Cumberland.  Ten  teachers  are  employed  in 
the  high  school  and  nine  in  the  grades  and 
another  grade  teacher  is  soon  to  be  em¬ 
ployed.  Plans  are  now  being  considered  for 
the  erection  of  a  still  larger  school  house 
in  the  near  future,  to  cost  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  of  $75,000. 

The  earliest  records  show  that  the  Cum¬ 
berland  postofflce  was  established  in  June, 
1876,  at  the  home  of  L.  L.  Gunderson  in 
section  10,  and  that  he  served  as  postmaster 
from  1876  to  1881.  Some  time  after  he  as¬ 
sumed  the  duties  of  the  office — it  is  not 
known  how  long — he  moved  to  the  village, 
bringing  the  postofflce  with  him.  He  is  still 
living  and  is  now  in  the  U.  S.  Government 
service  in  Alaska.  The  next  postmaster  was 
C.  A.  Lamoreux,  who  served  from  1881  to 

1884,  and  is  now  located  in  Portland  in  tho 
law  business.  Then  L.  L.  Gunderson  again 
became  postmaster  and  served  from  1884  to 

1885.  He  was  succeeded  by  T.  M.  Purtell, 
who  served  from  1885  to  1886,  when  Grover 
Cleveland  became  president  and  appointed 
C.  F.  Kalk.  who  administered  the  affairs  of 
the  office  until  1889.  Then  T.  M.  Purtell  was 
again  appointed  and  served  from  1889  to 
1894.  Mr.  Kalk  died  in  Menomonle,  Wls., 
in  February,  1921,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  99 
years.  T.  M.  Purtell  moved  to  Madison, 
Wis..  where  he  still  resides,  having  been  in 
the  service  of  the  state  of  Wisconsin  in 
several  capacities,  including  service  for  a 
short  time  as  state  treasurer.  W.  C.  Pease, 
now  deceased,  was  appointed  postmaster  at 
Cumberland  in  1894  and  served  until  1899. 
Bennie  Johnson  was  the  next  postmaster, 
having  been  the  successful  candidate  among 
several  worthy  Republicans  in  a  popular 
elimlnary  contest  held  by  that  party  in  the 
city  of  Cumberland.  He  served  from  1899 


to  1903,  and  was  subsequently  county  treas¬ 
urer,  residing  at  Barron.  He  is  now  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  firm  of  Johnson  Ecklie  Co.  of  this 
city.  J.  F.  Fuller  was  postmaster  from  1902 
until  1907  and  died  at  Cumberland  in  1917. 
H.  A.  Pease  succeeded  Mr.  Fuller  in  1907  and 
served  until  1915.  He  is  still  living  in  Cum¬ 
berland  and  is  engaged  in  the  commercial 
printing  business.  William  C.  McMahon 
was  appointed  postmaster  in  June,  1915,  and 
is  still  serving  in  that  capacity  under  a  com¬ 
mission  that  expires  in  1923.  On  July  1, 

1917,  the  Cumberland  postofflce  became  an 
office  of  the  second  class,  and  in  December, 

1918,  moved  into  a  new  building  built  for 
it  at  the  corner  of  Second  and  Lake  streets, 
in  the  center  of  the  city.  The  new  building 
is  of  brick,  has  new  equipment  throughout, 
and  the  space  occupied  is  25  by  72  feet. 
Carroll  B.  Cavanaqgh,  assistant  postmaster, 
is  an  officer  in  the  American  Legion,  having 
served  In  the  World  War.  Miss  Katherine 
Cosgrove  is  despatch  clerk  and  Miss  Grace 
Cosgrove  is  window  clerk  at  the  parcel  post 
and  general  delivery.  There  are  four  rural 
routes  and  one  Star  route,  each  from  26  to 
30  miles  in  length  and  serving  from  106  to 
166  families.  George  F.  Toynbee  is  carrier 
on  Route  No.  1,  having  entered  the  service 
in  October,  1918,  vice  Lewis  C.  Tappon,  who 
resigned  after  thirteen  years’  service  to 
enter  the  employ  of  the  state  bank  of  Cum¬ 
berland.  William  C.  Brown,  World  War 
veteran,  serves  Route  No.  2,  vice  John  H. 
Oren,  who  was  retired  in  August,  1920,  on 
account  of  having  reached  the  age  of  retire¬ 
ment  as  provided  by  law.  August  B.  Eck- 
land  serves  Route  No.  3,  having  succeeded 
C.  E.  Stow,  who  served  the  route  for  over 
ten  years  and  resigned  to  enter  into  busi¬ 
ness  for  himself.  Mr.  Eckland  is  a  World 
War  veteran.  Wilbert  B.  Tewksbury  serves 
Route  No.  4,  which  takes  in  the  Italian  set¬ 
tlement  of  150  families.  He  entered  the 
service  May  1,  1919,  taking  the  place  of  An¬ 
drew  Stoll,  who.  served  for  fifteen  years,  and 
who  resigned  to  go  into  business  for  him¬ 
self.  Patrick  L.  Cosgrove  is  the  contract 
carrier  on  the  Star  Route  which  serves  the 
postofflces  of  Loraine  and  Andrus,  Wls.,  in 
Polk  County.  The  Cumberland  postofflce. 
with  its  several  routes,  serves  between  5000 
and  6000  patrons,  and  at  this  time  it  is  quite 
possible  that  another  rural  route  will  be 
added  in  the  near  future.  It  remains  only 
to  mention  one  more  individual,  who  will  be 
remembered  by  all  the  surviving  old  settlers 
in  this  region.  In  pioneer  days  Lars  Gun¬ 
derson,  who  lived  In  Section  10 — but  who 
was  no  relation  to  L.  L.  Gunderson — though 
not  officially  connected  with  the  postofflce, 
made  himself  extremely  useful  by  carrying 
the  neighbors’  mail  from  Rice  Lake  and  dis¬ 
tributing  it  In  his  community,  making  bi¬ 
weekly  trips  for  that  purpose.  He  contin¬ 
ued  this  practice  for  a  number  of  years 
after  the  establishment  of  the  postofflce  In 
Cumberland.  He  received  no  pay  save  the 
appreciation  and  thanks  of  those  who  bene- 
fitted  by  his  services. 

The  State  Bank  of  Cumberland  was 
started  as  the  Bank  of  Cumberland  by  J.  F. 
Miller  and  Jeff  T.  Heath,  with  a  capital  of 
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$2,500.00.  and  began  business  on  Oct.  8, 1883. 

E.  V.  Benjamin  was  the  first  cashier  and 
acted  in  that  capacity  until  August,  1887, 
when  Mr.  Heath  sold  his  interest  to  Mr. 
Miller,  and  C.  F.  Kalk,  who  came  here  from 
Fond  du  Lac,  Wis.,  became  cashier.  On 
Aug.  25,  1903,  the  bank  was  incorporated  as 
the  State  Bank  of  Cumberland,  and  the  cap¬ 
ital  increased  to  $10,000.00.  On  Sept  6,  1919, 
the  capital  was  again  increased,  this  time  to 
$50,000,  at  which  figure  it  remains.  Mr. 

F.  W  Miller  has  continued  as  president  up 
to  the  present  time  and  is  still  serving 
(November,  1921).  C.  F.  Kalk  remained 
cashier  until  June,  1896,  when  he  was  suc¬ 
ceeded  by  E.  Huser,  who  served  until  Sep¬ 
tember.  1899,  when  he  was  succeeded  by 
A.  H.  Miller,  who  still  holds  that  office.  In 
the  meanwhile  Mr.  Kalk,  who  had  become 
vice  president,  served  in  that  capacity  until 
his  death  in  the  spring  of  1921,  his  succes¬ 
sor  being  E.  L.  Miller.  Miss  E.  M.  Miller 
is  now  assistant  cashier.  The  above  men¬ 
tioned  officers  constitute  the  present  board 
of  directors.  This  institution  is  now  the 
largest  state  bank  in  Barron  County.  Early 
In  July,  1916.  the  bank  moved  into  a  hand¬ 
some  new  building  on  Second  street,  con¬ 
structed  of  fine  tapestry  brick  and  Bedford 
stone,  the  building,  furniture  and  fixtures 
being  valued  at  over  $17,000.00,  and  which 
is  regarded  as  one  of  the  best  buildings  of 
its  kind  and  dimensions  in  the  state.  The 
growth  of  deposits  has  been  a  marked  fea¬ 
ture  in  the  progress  of  the  institution.  On 
Dec.  81,  1900,  these  amounted  to  $69,470.84; 
on  Dec.  31,  1910,  to  $245,962.66,  and  on  Dec. 
31,  1920  to  $757,678.73.  On  the  date  last 
mentioned  the  surplus  fund  was  $12,676.26, 
with  undivided  profits  of  $9,697.71.  The 
bank  operates  a  number  of  different  depart¬ 
ments,  including  the  Commercial  (checking 
accounts),  Savings,  Insurance,  Safety  De¬ 
posits  and  Farm  Loans.  It  has  now  ren¬ 
dered  38  years  of  good  service  and  enjoys 
in  a  high  degree  the  confidence  of  the  com¬ 
munity  and  the  people  of  the  surrounding 
territory. 

The  Island  City  State  Bank  was  estab¬ 
lished  as  a  private  bank  July  1,  1896,  by  O. 
A.  Ritan  and  Jens  Swenson,  the  latter  act¬ 
ing  as  cashier.  The  bank  commenced  busi¬ 
ness  with  d  capital  of  $2,500.00  in  a  frame 
building  at  the  corner  of  Second  and  Grove 
streets.  On  June  1,  1899,  Jay  S.  Hamilton 
succeeded  Mr.  Swenson  as  cashier.  About 
three  years  after  the  organization,  S.  W. 
Hines,  P.  D.  Jacobson,  John  Axilrod  and 
Peter  Wachter  became  associated  with  Mr. 
Ritan,  and  Mr.  Wachter  became  cashier.  At 
this  time  Mr.  Swenson  withdrew  and  went 
to  Minneapolis,  where  he  is  still  living.  On 
Oct.  15,  1901,  Lewis  Larson  became  a  part¬ 
ner  of  Mr.  Ritan,  with  a  half  Interest  in  the 
business  by  purchasing  the  interests  of  the 
other  partners.  In  1902  A.  L.  Morken  be¬ 
came  assistant  cashier.  Less'  than  two 
years  after  that,  on  July  29,  1903,  Mr.  Ritan 
sold  bis  half  interest  to  F.  W.  Miller,  and  the 
institution  was  then  reorganized  and  adopt¬ 
ed  the  name  of  the  Island  City  Bank.  The 
capital  was  placed  at  $5,000.00  and  business 
was  continued,  with  F.  W.  Miller  as  presi¬ 


dent;  Lewis  Larson,  vice  president  and 
cashier,  and  A.  L.  Morken,  assistant  cashier. 
The  three  directors  were  F.  W.  Miller,  Lewis 
Larson  and  Mrs.  Larson.  With  this  working 
force  the  bank  continued  business  until  Aug. 
25, 1905,  when  F.  R.  Townsend  of  Sycamore, 
111.,  bought  the  stock  of  F.  W.  Miller  and  be¬ 
came  president  of  the  bank,  the  other  offi¬ 
cers  remaining  the  same  as  before.  On 
Sept.  1,  1905,  the  capitalization  was  in¬ 
creased  to  $25,000.00,  and  a  new  board  of 
directors  came  in,  consisting  of  F.  R.  Town¬ 
send,  Walter  Langlols  (of  Sycamore,  Ill.), 

S.  W.  Hines,  T.  O.  Mason,  A.  L.  Morken, 
John  D.  Olson  and  Lewis  Larson.  The  board 
then  authorized  Mr.  Larson  to  buy  a  lot 
and  build  a  two-story  brick  and  stone  build¬ 
ing  on  Second  street,  which  was  completed 
in  the  summer  of  1906  and  occupied,  and 
which  has  remained  the  home  of  the  institu¬ 
tion  ever  since.  In  July,  1907,  Tom  O.  Ma¬ 
son  and  Lewis  Larson  bought  the  Interest 
of  F.  R.  Townsend  and  Walter  Langlols,  and 

T.  O.  Mason  thereupon  became  president 
and  continued  as  such  un£U  July  12,  1913, 
when  Lewis  Larson  bought  his  Interest  and 
also  a  controlling  interest  in  the  bank  and 
became  president.  After  this  there  were  no 
changes  in  the  official  board  until  July  10, 
1921,  when  Mr.  Morken  was  advanced  to 
the  position  of  vice  president,  S.  L.  Larson 
(son  of  Lewis)  becoming  cashier.  The  pres¬ 
ent  directors  are  John  D.  Olson,  Albert  John¬ 
son,  O.  A.  Ecklie,  L.  A.  Reese,  A.  L.  Mor¬ 
ken,  Lewis  Larson  and  S.  L.  Larson.  The 
present  surplus  (November  1921)  is  about 
$6,600.00;  undivided  profits,  $4,000.00,  and 
deposits  varying  from  $285,000.00  to  $290,- 
000.00.  The  institution  stands  on  a  sub¬ 
stantial  basis  and  has  for  some  time  ex¬ 
erted  a  beneficial  influence  in  inducing  the 
farmers  of  the  surrounding  territory  to  en¬ 
gage  more  largely  in  raising  pure  bred  live 
stock. 

The  Cumberland  Milling  Co.,  one  of  the 
largest  and  most  substantial  concerns  in  the 
city,  was  Incorporated  Oct.  10,  1890,  the 
prime  movers  in  the  enterprise  being  O.  A. 
Ritan.  O.  W.  Mosher,  S.  W.  Hines  and  Frank 
Algeo,  all  of  whom,  after  a  lapse  of  31  years, 
are  still  interested  in  it,  though  Mr.  Ritan 
is  now  a#  resident  of  Portland,  Ore.  The 
original  stock:  was  $10,000,  but  in  1901  two 
thousand  dollars’  worth  of  additional  stock 
was  issued,  one  thousand  to  Bert  H.  Water¬ 
man  and  one  thousand  to  F.  W.  Miller.  Sub¬ 
sequently  Mr.  Waterman  left  town,  and, 
wishing  to  dispose  of  his  stock,  it  was  taken 
over  by  the  company  at  their  annual  meet¬ 
ing  Aug.  3,  1908,  and  cancelled,  leaving  the 
capital  stock  at  $11,000,  as  it  is  at  present. 
The  company’s  buildings  are  located  at  the 
corner  of  Front  and  Elm  streets,  just  west 
of  the  Omaha  railway  tracks,  and  originally 
consisted  of  the  mill  and  elevator,  a  building 
28  by  60  feet  in  surface  dimensions  and  four 
stories  in  height;  a  storehouse  24  by  60  feet 
and  engine  and  boiler-room  24  by  28  feet. 
Soon  after  starting  the  compsiny  built  a 
hay  storehouse  24  by  50  feet.  The  plant  has 
since  been  considerably  improved.  About 
three  years  ago  steam  power  was  discarded 
in  favor  of  electricity,  obtained  from  the 
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lines  of  the  Apple  River  Milling  Co.  Several 
years  ago  an  addition  was  made  to  the  ele¬ 
vator,  and  in  1922  the  company  will  con¬ 
struct  a  storehouse  40  by  80  feet,  on  the 
south  end  of  the  mill.  They  have  recently 
purchased  a  corn  crusher  of  the  most  mod¬ 
ern  and  improved  type  to  grind  ear  corn. 
The  present  officers  of  the  company  are: 
O.  W.  Mosher,  president;  F.  W.  Miller,  vice 
president;  S.  W.  Hines,  treasurer,  and 
Frank  Algeo,  secretary  and  manager.  The 
company  manufactures  all  kinds  of  flour 
and  feed,  their  brands  of  flour  being  known 
as  "Veribest”  and  “White  Rose". 

The  Cumberland  Fruit  Package  Co.,  an¬ 
other  large  and  Important  enterprise,  was 
organized  as  a  corporation  with  a  capital  of 
$25,000,  In  November,  1909,  by  Julius  Ewald, 
H.  C.  Monstad,  Lewis  Larson,  W.  L.  Hocom 
and  others.  Mr.  Monstad  was  chosen  presi¬ 
dent,  Mr.  Hocom  vice  president,  Mr.  Larson 
treasurer,  and  Mr.  Ewald  secretary  and 
manager.  A  brick  building,  60  by  60  feet, 
was  erected  at  a  cost  of  $3,000,  and  is  lo¬ 
cated  on  the  east  side  of  the  Omaha  rail¬ 
way's  right  of  way,  between  its  tracks  and 
Beaver  Dam  Lake.  The  ground  for  the  plant 
which  now  covers  about  three  acres  was 
donated  by  citizens.  After  organization  and 
the  building  of  their  factory  the  company 
began  the  manufacture  of  fruit  packages, 
general  boxes,  baskets  and  berry  crates. 

In  1911  changes  occurred  in  the  official 
board,  Louis  A.  Reese  becoming  president, 
Andrew  Bachhuber  vice  president,  and  Her¬ 
bert  Ewald  secretary  and  assistant  treas¬ 
urer,  Mr.  Larson  remaining  treasurer.  No 
further  change  in  officers  has  since  oc¬ 
curred.  The  present  board  of  directors  is 
composed  of  Andrew  Bachhuber,  August 
Ewald,  Herbert  Ewald,  William  N.  Hedback, 
D.  D.  S.,  Lewis  Larson  and  Louis  A.  Reese. 

In  1915  the  company  was  reorganized  and 
the  capital  stock  Increased  to  $50,000. 

In  1912  a  two-story  addition  was  made  to 
the  north  side  of  the  factory,  70  by  25  feet 
in  ground  dimensions. 

In  1913  the  company  built  a  one-story 
addition  on  the  west  side  of  the  original 
building,  measuring  24  by  75  feet. 

Another  addition  was  constructed  in  1916, 
on  the  east  side  of  the  original  f&ctory,  two 
stories  in  height  and  with  a  surface 
measurement  of  24  by  80  feet. 

At  the  north  end  of  the  yard  is  a  ware¬ 
house  72  by  12S  feet,  and  two  auxiliary 
sheds,  and  within  the  yard  are  also  176  open 
sheds  which  are  used  for  drying  purposes. 

The  factory  is  well  equipped  with  the 
most  modern  and  effective  machinery  for 
stapling  and  box  and  crate  nailing. 

The  Cumberland  Livestock  Shipping  As¬ 
sociation,  a  co-operative  concern,  was  start¬ 
ed  by  the  farmers  of  the  neighborhood  in 
1918.  The  first  officers  were:  H.  H.  Wil¬ 
liams,  president  and  manager;  J.  B.  Sher- 
bon,  vice  president,  and  L.  C.  Tappon,  sec¬ 
retary  and  treasurer.  In  1919  A.  H.  Solum 
became  president,  Mr.  Williams  remaining 
manager.  In  1920  Mr.  Solum  was  elected 
both  president  and  manager,  A.  L.  Morken 
was  elected  secretary-treasurer,  and  Mike 


Paulson  vice  president.  The  officers  who 
were  elected  in  1921  were:  John  C.  Nelson, 
president;  R.  B.  Phillips,  vice  president; 
A.  L.  Morken,  secretary-  treasurer,  and  A.  H. 
Solum,  manager.  During  the  first  year  of  its 
existence  the  association  handled  40  car¬ 
loads  of  stock,  Including  cattle,  hogs  and 
sheep,  to  an  approximate  value  of  $71,000. 
In  1919,  46  carloads  were  shipped,  the  value 
approximating  $96,000.  A  considerable  in¬ 
crease  was  noticed  in  1920,  when  the  num¬ 
ber  of  carloads  shipped  was  74,  and  the 
value  of  the  stock  $122,000.  The  association 
handles  all  stock  shipped  from  this  point 
and  the  vicinity,  none  going  through  out¬ 
side  buyers. 

The  Barron  County  Holstein  Breeders’ 
Association  has  a  club  in  Cumberland,  and 
there  is  also  a  small  organization  called  the 
Cumberland  Holstein  Bull  Club,  which  is  a 
partnership  concern,  recently  formed,  and 
consisting  of  Ernest  Le  Jeune,  August  Ro- 
bery,  Oscar  Oldeen,  William  Meisegeier, 
John  Busch  and  Bjurman  Brothers,  who  in 
May,  1921,  bought  a  fine  Holstein  sire  for 
breeding  purposes. 

The  Cumberland  Creamery  was  organized 
many  years  ago  by  the  farmers  as  a  co¬ 
operative  concern,  but  as  such  was  not  suc¬ 
cessful.  After  changing  hands  several  times, 
it  was  purchased  in  1911  by  H.  A.  Curt  and 
A.  W.  Swinghamer  (then  of  New  Richmond, 
Wls.),  who  bought  the  plant  from  the  Rice 
Lake  State  Bank.  Mr.  Curt  operated  it  un¬ 
til  June,  1920,  when  Mr.  Swinghamer 
bought  him  out  and  took  charge  of  the  busi¬ 
ness,  which  he  is  now  conducting.  The 
amount  of  business  done  by  the  creamery  in 
1920  was  about  $100,000,  a  figure  that  will 
be  considerably  exceeded  in  1921.  A  new 
plant  is  now  being  constructed  in  the  cen¬ 
tral  part  of  the  city,  one  block  west  of  the 
railway  depot,  the  building  to  be  fireproof 
and  up  to  date  in  every  respect.  It  will  be 
operated  by  a  stock  oompany  and  will 
handle  butter,  cheese,  ice  cream,  poultry, 
eggs  and  general  farm  produce. 

Another  important  concern,  closely  con¬ 
nected  with  the  farming  industry,  is  the 
Fame  Canning  Co.,  which  was  organized  by 
Grafton  Johnson  of  Greenville,  Ind.,  about 
1910.  The  factory  was  built  by  William 
Christenson,  who  became  manager,  and  as 
such  conducted  it  for  four  years.  Then  he 
and  Lewis  Larson  bought  it  and  for  one 
year  conducted  it  as  the  Cumberland  Can¬ 
ning  Co.  They  then  sold  the  plant  back  to 
Mr.  Johnson,  who  thereupon  organized  the 
Fame  Canning  Co.  About  one  year  there¬ 
after  the  stock  of  the  company  was  sold  to 
the  Thomas  E.  Wilson  Co.,  the  well-known 
meat  packers  of  Chicago.  Two  years  ago 
the  stock  was  sold  to  and  owned  by  the  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  Austin  Nichols  Co.,  of  New  York 
City,  a  large  grocery  house,  whose  general 
offices  were  moved  one  year  ago  to  Chicago- 
Of  the  nine  factories  owned  by  this  com¬ 
pany,  three  are  in  Wisconsin,  namely,  at 
Cumberland,  Clear  Lake  and  Ladysmith,  and 
of  these  three  M.  A.  Dunham  is  general  man¬ 
ager.  The  principal  product  handled  is 
peas,  which  are  bought  from  the  farmers  in 
large  quantities,  though  farm  products  suit- 
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able  (or  canning  purposes  are  also  pur¬ 
chased. 

What  is  known  In  Cumberland  as  the 
Pickle  Factory  is  a  receiving  station  of  the 
Magedney  Co.  of  Minneapolis,  which  con¬ 
cern  buys  cucumbers  and  cauliflowers  from 
the  farmers,  and  after  salting  them,  ship 
them  to  Minneapolis,  where  they  are  trans¬ 
formed  into  bottled  pickles. 

There  are  also  several  potato  warehouses 
in  the  city,  two  of  which  are  operated  by 
8.  W.  Hines.  Another  is  operated  by  John¬ 
son  &  Bcklle,  who  also  have  a  hay  ware¬ 
house. 

The  firm  of  Alfred  P.  Ast  &  Co.,  was  or¬ 
ganized  in  1919  by  the  gentleman  whose 
name  it  bears.  Later,  Daniel  Knellwolf  and 
Robert  Hall,  both  of  Cumberland,  were 
taken  into  the  firm.  The  company  buys 
cheese  from  some  25  factories  in  and  adja¬ 
cent  to  Cumberland,  and  ships  it  to  all 
parts  of  the  United  States,  the  primary  mar¬ 
ket  being  the  Twin  Cities.  They  also 
handle  cbeese  accessories,  supplies  and  ma¬ 
chinery.  In  1920  they  sold  about  one  and 
a  half  pounds  of  cheese. 

There  are  three  telephone  companies 
operating  in  Cumberland— the  Cumberland 
^Telephone  Co.,  the  McKinley  Telephone 
Co.  and  the  Bell  Telephone  Co. 

The  Cumberland  Telephone  Co.  was  in¬ 
corporated  Feb.  19,  1898,  under  its  present 
name,  by  Fred  Miller,  8.  H.  Waterman 
and  F.  L.  Alcott.  About  1904  or  1905  it 
was  bought  by  E.  V.  Benjamin,  who  con¬ 
ducted  it  until  his  death,  Jan.  1,  1919.  In 
1898  it  was  incorporated,  with  Mrs.  Ida 
Benjamin  president,  Lilah  Benjamin  secre¬ 
tary,  and  E.  V.  Benjamin  treasurer  and  gen¬ 
eral  manager.  After  the  death  of  EL  V. 
Benjamin,  his  son,  L.  W.  Benjamin,  suc¬ 
ceeded  to  the  office  of  treasurer  and  gen¬ 
eral  manager,  which  he  still  holds,  the 
other  members  of  the  family  being  inter¬ 
ested,  as  before,  in  the  company.  The  com¬ 
pany  has  free  service  with  the  McKinley 
Telephone  Co.,  and  toll  connections  with 
the  Barron  County  Telephone  Co.,  and  the 
Wisconsin  Telephone  Co.  They  have  338 
phones  within  the  city  limits,  and  twelve 
farmer  lines,  which  include  162  phones  in 
the  country. 

The  McKinley  Telephone  Co.  was  estab¬ 
lished  in  1909  with  a  capital  stock  of  $3,000, 
rfhd  with  E.  J.  Pfluger  as  president  and 
C.  J.  Poulter,  secretary.  In  1911  Charles 
A.  Ness  became  president,  and  in  1914  John 
Le  Jeune  became  secretary,  but  the  latter 
was  subsequently  succeeded  by  C.  S.  Gar¬ 
rett,  who  in  turn  was  succeeded  by  J.  H. 
Le  Jeune,  the  present  secretary.  The  cap¬ 
ital  stock  has  been  gradually  increased  and 
is  now  $8,000.  The  company  has  approx¬ 
imately  460  phones,  the  territory  covered 
Including  a  radius  of  from  six  to  ten  miles 
in  all  directions  around  Cumberland.  The 
company  has  connections  with  the  Bell  and 
city  telephone  companies’  lines. 

The  main  street  of  Cumberland,  which 
is  called  Second  street,  is  an  unusually 
long  thorofare  for  a  town  of  this  size,  and 
its  length  might  prove  inconvenient  were 
it  not  for  the  fact  that  the  most  important 


and  frequently  used  buildings,  such  as  the 
city  hall,  the  two  banks  and  the  public 
library  are  all  centrally  located.  The 
schoolhouse  is  several  blocks  farther  north 
and  in  the  same  neighborhood  are  the 
Methodist  and  8t.  Mary’s  Catholic 
Churches.  The  two  Scandinavian  churches 
are  in  the  extreme  south  end  of  town.  All 
these  buildings  are  on  Second  street,  which 
is  given  up  for  two-thirds  of  its  length  to 
business  blocks  and  public  buildings,  the 
north  end  of  the  street  consisting  almost 
entirely  of  residence  property.  The  Epis¬ 
copal  and  Congregational  Churches  are  off 
the  main  thorofare,  but  not  far  from  the 
center  of  the  city.  The  places  of  business, 
not  counting  the  factories,  number  between 
fifty  and  sixty. 

The  Island  City  Hospital  was  estab¬ 
lished  in  Cumberland  in  1914  by  Dr.  George 
A.  Grlnde,  who  has  since  taken  a  partner 
in  its  proprietorship  and  management  in 
the  person  of  Dr.  S.  O.  Lund.  The  insti¬ 
tution  contains  twenty  beds  and  is  fur¬ 
nished  with  modern  equipment,  including 
X-ray  facilities  for  diagnosis  and  treatment. 

There  is  one  newspaper  in  Cumberland, 
the  Cumberland  Advocate,  which  was 
started  as  the  Cumberland  Herald  in  1881. 
The  editor  and  principal  owner  is  R.  B. 
Hart.  Its  more  detailed  history  may  be 
found  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 

The  city  officers  of  Cumberland  in  1921 
were  as  follows:  Mayor,  August  Wolff; 
clerk,  A.  J.  Chubb;  treasurer,  A.  H.  Miller; 
assessor,  H.  A.  Pease;  city  attorney,  H.  S. 
Comstock;  city  marshal,  John  Doar;  chief 
of  fire  department,  L.  A.  Reese;  city  en¬ 
gineer,  A.  E.  Ledgering;  president  of  Coun¬ 
cil,  Ole  Paulson;  health  commissioner,  Dr. 
F.  Babcock.  Aldermen — First  Ward,  Wil¬ 
liam  Nyman,  H.  O.  Jacobson;  Second  Ward, 
A.  W.  McGeorge,  Ervin  Linn;  Third  Ward, 
Ole  Paulson,  R.  E.  Hopkins;  Fourth  Ward, 
August  Schneider,  W.  C.  Jeffery.  Board  of 
Public  Works — August  Wolff,  H.  S.  Com¬ 
stock  and  A.  J.  Chubb. 

The  city  water  supply  is  obtained  from  a 
six-inch  well,  about  616  feet  deep,  located 
near  the  lake.  Its  capacity  is  about  360,- 
000  gallons  a  day.  About  sixty  per  cent  of 
the  houses  are  connected  with  the  water 
supply  system.  The  best  information  that 
can  be  obtained  Indicates  that  the  city 
well  shows  179  feet  of  drift,  and  436  feet  of 
sandstone  and  soft  clay  or  shale,  most  of 
the  shale  being  of  a  soft  red  variety  of 
unusual  character  for  the  Potsdam  forma¬ 
tion.  The  private  wells  in  the  city  vary 
from  20  to  125  feet  in  depth. 

In  the  vicinity  of  Cumberland  there  is 
a  considerable  colony  of  Italians,  numbering 
about  150  families.  When  the  Omaha  rail¬ 
road  was  being  built  through  this  place  a 
strike  occurred  among  the  men  engaged  in 
its  construction.  Whereupon  the  foreman,  a 
man  named  McNaughton,  acting  on  the  au¬ 
thority  of  the  company,  went  to  St.  Paul 
and  engaged  a  number  of  Italians  to  take 
the  places  of  the  strikers.  They  came  here 
and  finished  the  work,  and  some  of  them 
afterwards  remained,  settling  south  of  the 
town,  whore  they  bought  twelve  or  fifteen 
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shanties  which  the  railroad  company  had 
built,  and  converted  them  into  homes.  For 
a  while  some  ot  them  continued  at  rail* 
road  work  in  one  capacity  or  another,  while 
others  bought  a  few  acres  of  land  and 
started  small  farms  averaging,  perhaps, 
ten  or  twelve  acres  each.  Industrious  and 
economical,  they  have  for  the  most  part 
prospered  and  a  few  of  them  have  operated 
business  places  In  the  south  end  of  the 
city.  For  a  number  of  years  their  leading 
representative  was  Sam  Palmer,  though  he 
is  now  less  active  in  public  capacities  than 
formerly. 

There  are  now  seven  active  church  socie¬ 
ties  in  Cumberland  or  its  immediate  vicin¬ 
ity.  This  Includes  St.  Anthony’s  Catholic 
Church,  the  building  of  which,  located  a 
mile  or  so  south  of  the  city,  was  recently 
destroyed  by  Are,  but  is  soon  to  be  rebuilt 
and  the  members  of  which  reside  mostly 
near  the  site  of  the  church,  though  some 
are  residents  of  the  city.  The  other 
churches  are:  St.  Mary’s  (Catholic),  the 
Methodist  Episcopal,  Congregational,  Nor¬ 
wegian  Lutheran,  Swedish  Lutheran  and 
German  Lutheran.  There  is  also  a  good 
church  edifice  belonging  to  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  denomination,  but  no  services 
have  been  held  in  It  for  several  years.  The 
Baptists  had  an  early  organization,  which 
lasted  for  a  number  of  years,  and  during  the 
eighties  an  attempt  was  made  to  start  a 
Presbyterian  Church,  but  it  was  unsuc¬ 
cessful. 

St.  Mary’s  and  St.  Anthony’s  Roman 
Catholic  Churches.  The  history  of  these 
two  churches,  forming,  as  they  do,  one  par¬ 
ish,  is  so  closely  interwoven  that  it  cannot 
be  divided  without  needless  repetition,  and 
hence  will  be  given  in  a  single  article.  It 
extends  back  for  nearly  forty  years.  The 
original  congregation  consisted  for  the 
most  part  of  loggers  employed  by  the  lum¬ 
ber  companies,  and  railroad  construction 
men.  the  latter  being  mostly,  if  not  alto¬ 
gether,  Italians,  who  were  brought  here  to 
take  the  places  of  striking  workmen,  and 
who,  after  the  completion  of  the  railroad, 
remained  in  the  vicinity  and  established  a 
community  of  their  own  race  and  nation¬ 
ality  known  as  the  Italian  Settlement,  that 
has  continued  to  exist  and  to  flourish  up  to 
the  present  time.  The  earliest  Catholic 
services  were  held  in  the  hall  building  now 
occupied  by,  or  forming  a  part  of,  the  large 
"Company  Store,”  and  were  presided  over 
by  missionary  priests  from  New  Richmond, 
Haywood  and  Ashland,  among  them  Fathers 
De  Paradis  and  Oderic.  The  use  of  the 
building  was  permitted  free  of  charge  by 
its  owner,  Fred  Miller.  In  1883  the  con¬ 
gregation,  which,  in  addition  to  the  Ital¬ 
ians,  included  French,  Germans,  Poles  and 
English,  under  the  direction  of  Father  De 
Paradis,  began  the  erection  of  the  church 
edifice  on  Second  street  now  known  as 
St.  Mary's,  and  services  were  occasionally 
held  in  the  building  before  its  completion 
in  1884.  In  1885,  the  Italians,  who  were 
the  most  numerous,  decided  to  build  a 
church  of  their  own,  and  accordingly 
erected  one  about  a  mile  south  of  town, 


which  they  called  St  Anthony’s.  It  stood 
near  the  center  of  the  Italian  settlement, 
and  close  to  it  a  large  cemetery  was  laid 
out,  which  is  now  used  by  both  congrega¬ 
tions.  Among  the  first  members  of  St. 
Anthony's  who  took  an  active  part  in  the 
building  of  the  church,  were  George  Al- 
fonse,  Sam  Palmer,  Martin  D'Nuzzi,  Victor 
Caponi,  Joe  Zappa  and  Lawrence  Donat  el  le, 
besides  a  few  others. 

From  the  beginning  the  two  churches 
have  been  served  by  the  same  priests,  the 
first  of  whom  to  have  regular  charge  as 
resident  pastor  being  the  Rev.  George  Kel¬ 
ler.  He  was  succeeded  by  the  Michael 
Schorlek,  who  came  here  In  1886  and  re¬ 
mained  until  Aug.  30,  1887.  A  rectory  had 
been  built  next  to  St.  Mary’s  Church  In 
1885.  Father  Schorlek  was  succeeded  In 
1887  by  Rev.  Peter  Becker,  the  latter's  suc¬ 
cessors  being  as  follows:  Rev.  Charles  L. 
Jungblut,  of  Eau  Claire,  from  June,  1889,  to 
February,  1892;  Rev.  Sebastian  Rohr,  to 
July,  1892;  Rev.  P.  Dickopf,  to  1896;  Rev. 
N.  Stoltz,  January,  1895  to  September, 
1896;  Rev.  Gerhard  Vadder,  1896  to  1897; 
Rev.  Stephanus  A.  Leinf elder,  Ph.  D.,  July, 
1897  to  1905;  Rev.  Louis  Charron,  (a 
brother  of  Dr.  Charron  of  Rice  Lake),  No¬ 
vember.  1896;  Rev.  P.  Condom,  July,  1906, 
who  served  a  few  months  during  the  ab¬ 
sence  of  Father  Leinfelder  in  Europe;  Rev. 
Stephanus  A.  Leinfelder,  who  returned  and 
again  took  pastoral  charge  in  September, 
1906;  Rev.  A.  M.  Henderson,  June.  1907; 
Rev.  Henrlcus  Thamerling,  Dec.  8.  1907; 
Rev.  Norbert  Scheid,  Dec.  22,  1907;  Rev.  G. 
Reuter,  April,  1908;  Rev.  Louis  Colaganni, 
October,  1909;  Rev.  Joseph  Tognoll,  April, 
1914;  Rev.  Michael  Pulch,  November,  1914; 
Rev.  Bernard  Habraken,  January,  1915; 
Rev.  Louis  Colaganni,  August,  1917  to  1920; 
Rev.  H.  Teuwisse,  who  came  in  July*  1920, 
and  is  still  pastor. 

The  commodious  and  substantial  brick 
rectory  was  built  at  his  own  expense  by 
Father  A.  A.  Leinfelder,  the  old  rectory  at 
that  time  being  sold  and  moved  across  the 
street,  where  it  still  stands,  being  occupied 
as  a  private  residence. 

3t  Anthony’s  Church  edifice  was  re¬ 
modeled  and  enlarged  about  1913,  but  on 
March  19,  1919,  it  was  totally  destroyed  by 
fire.  Plans  are  now  under  way  to  build  a 
new  edifice  to  replace  it,  and  it  is  expected 
that  the  new  building  will  be  completed  by 
May,  1922. 

Several  missions  have  been  served  from 
Cumberland.  In  1887,  Father  Schorlek, 
while  pastor  here,  held  services  once  a 
month  at  Glenwood.  In  1895  the  missions 
at  Almena  and  Spooner  were  served, 
though  now  each  is  a  separte  parish  with 
a  church  edifice  and  a  resident  pastor.  Then 
Barronett  was  served,  first  by  Father  Rohr 
in  1891,  and  is  still  a  mission  served  from 
Cumberland  once  a  month,  the  services 
being  held  in  residences,  halls  or  school- 
houses.  as  most  convenient. 

A  Baptist  Church  was  organised  In  Cum¬ 
berland,  Jan.  29,  1882,  by  Elder  A.  Gibson, 
from  New  Richmond,  the  first  pastor,  and 
started  with  ten  members.  It  continued  as 
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a  regular  organization  until  March,  1884, 
when  Mr.  Gibson  died.  Deprived  of  his 
leadership,  and  with  no  one  to  take  his 
place,  the  members  discontinued  services, 
and  nothing  further  was  done  until  June, 
1890,  when  a  reorganization  took  place  and 
th6  church  entered  upon  a  new  existence 
with  Rev.  W.  H.  Barker  as  minister.  He 
remained,  however,  but  three  months.  The 
church  was  incorporated  in  July,  1890,  and 
in  the  following  April  the  Rev.  E.  D.  Ben¬ 
nett  took  charge  of  it  At  that  time  there 
was  a  membership  of  forty-nine.  Meetings 
were  held  in  the  Good  Templars’  Hall  until 
a  nice  church  edifice  was  built.  A  little 
later,  however  quite  a  number  of  the  influ¬ 
ential  members  moved  away,  and  a  few 
others  dying,  the  society  became  so  small 
that  the  church  was  unable  to  keep  its 
property  and  decided  to  dispose  of  it.  The 
building  was  accordingly  sold  to  Ed  Brand, 
wrho  is  now  using  it  as  a  garage  in  con¬ 
nection  with  his  hotel  business. 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The  church 
building  of  this  society  was  begun  in  the 
summer  of  1882.  and  dedicated  May  20.  1883. 
It  is  said  to  have  been  the  first  church  edi¬ 
fice  erected  on  the  island,  though  the 
Catholics  built  their  church  of  St.  Mary’s 
the  same  year.  The  Rev.  J.  H.  McManus, 
the  first  pastor,  remained  during  1883.  He 
was  succeeded  in  the  following  year  by 
Rev.  M.  J.  Robinson.  The  Rev.  G.  W.  Smith 
had  charge  during  1885,  1886  and  1887.  In 
1888  Rev.  George  Empey  was  pastor  and 
he  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  L.  A.  Willsey. 
After  Mr.  Willsey  left  the  church  was  served 
in  succession  by  the  following  pastors: 
Rev.  Howard  Robinson,  one  year;  Rev.  T. 
H.  Harvey,  three  years;  Rev.  E.  A.  McKin¬ 
ley,  two  years;  Rev.  E.  H.  McKenzie,  one 
year:  Rev.  S.  A.  Hoffman,  one  year;  Rev. 
Charles  H.  Towne,  two  years;  Rev.  J.  A. 
Willey,  three  years;  Rev.  J.  H.  Benson, 
three  years;  Rev.  J.  Henley  Chatterson,  two 
years;  Rev.  T.  H.  Harvey,  five  years;  Rev. 
G.  W.  E.  Hill,  nine  or  ten  months  (served 
out  Rev.  Harvey’s  year);  Rev.  Harold  Gee, 
three  years;  Rev.  Arthur  Dlnsdale,  who 
was  appointed  in  1918,  but  was  called  for 
service  overseas,  when  the  pulpit  was  sup¬ 
plied  by  Dr.  Delos  M.  Tompkins,  a  member 
of  the  Rock  River  conference.  In  1919  the 
present  pastor.  Rev.  J.  T.  Kneen,  took 
charge.  Near  the  close  of  1920  important 
evangelistic  meetings  were  held  here  as 
union  services,  being  led  by  the  conference 
evangelist.  M.  E.  Taylor,  and  Howard  Flem¬ 
ing,  vocalist.  They  resulted  in  many  new 
members,  bringing  the  membership  of  the 
Methodist  Church  up  to  about  200,  and  also 
Increasing  the  membership  of  other 
churches  in  the  city,  especially  the  Scandi¬ 
navian.  During  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  T.  H. 
Harvey  improvements  were  made  in  the 
parsonage,  and  from  time  to  time  the 
church  building  has  also  been  improved. 
The  8unday  school  enrollment,  including 
the  home  department,  is  from  160  to  175. 
The  Epworth  League,  the  Ladies'  Aid  and 
Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society  are 
active  factors  in  the  good  work  of  the 
church. 


The  Swedish  Lutheran  Church  of  Cum¬ 
berland,  belonging  to  the  Augustana  Synod, 
originated  in  the  early  eighties,  and  for 
two  or  three  years  occasional  services  were 
held  in  private  houses.  In  1885  a  more  def¬ 
inite  organization  took  place,  and  soon  after 
the  society  united  with  the  Norwegian 
Lutherans  in  building  a  house  of  worship 
near  the  south  end  of  Second  street.  Here 
all  worshiped  together  until  1907,  when,  on 
account  of  linguistic  differences  which 
caused  difficulties  in  the  singing,  the  con¬ 
gregation  divided,  the  Swedish  members 
building  their  present  brick  church  on  Sec¬ 
ond  street,  which  stands  in  close  proximity 
to  the  Norwegian  Church.  The  building 
cost  $14,000.  In  1918  the  Swedish  Luther¬ 
ans  built  a  good  parsonage  at  a  cost  of 
$4,300.  In  early  years,  when  both  societies 
used  what  is  now  the  Norwegian  Church 
edifice,  services  were  held  alternately,  or 
at  intervals,  by  Norwegian  and  Swedish 
pastors.  The  first  Swedish  pastor  to  serve 
the  congregation  was  the  Rev.  A.  Bengtson, 
and  the  second  the  Rev.  A.  G.  Malnquist, 
the  latter  being  thus  connected  with  the 
church  tor  seven  years.  After  him  the  Rev. 
E.  Edman  conducted  Swedish  services  for 
six  years,  the  Rev.  A.  G.  Hammerberg  for 
two  years,  and  the  Rev.  S.  Hawkins  for 
two  years.  Then  came  the  present  pastor. 
Rev.  G.  E.  Llngsten,  who  assumed  charge 
Oct.  1,  1917.  The  church  is  a  neat  and 
substantial  structure  with  ornamental  win¬ 
dows.  and  has  a  good  bell,  which  was  do¬ 
nated  by  Mrs.  Akenstedt.  In  November, 
1921,  the  church  had  194  communicant 
members,  and  there  was  a  Sunday  school 
roll  of  about  fifty.  The  societies  connected 
with  the  church  and  active  in  its  work  are 
the  Ladies’  Aid,  the  Woman’s  Home  and 
Foreign  Missionary  Society,  and  the  Luther 
League.  An  account  of  the  Norwegian 
Lutheran  Church  may  be  found  in  an  arti¬ 
cle  on  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Churches 
of  the  county,  by  the  Rev.  J.  E.  Nord,  which 
is  printed  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 

Congregational  Church.  In  May,  1888,  a 
Congregational  Sunday  school  was  Insti¬ 
tuted.  and  in  August  of  the  same  year  the 
Rev.  T.  F.  Murphy  came  to  the  city  and 
conducted  services.  In  the  following  Octo¬ 
ber  a  Congregational  Church  was  organ¬ 
ized  with  fourteen  members.  The  services 
were  held  for  a  while  in  Miller’s  Hall.  In 
the  spring  of  1889  the  Society  purchased 
the  building  known  as  Gymnasium  Hall  and 
altered  and  fitted  it  up  for  church  pur¬ 
poses.  The  Rev.  T.  F.  Murphy  was  the 
pastor  for  several  years,  and  since  then 
the  church  has  had  a  number  of  others,  in¬ 
cluding  the  Rev.  E.  D.  Bennett,  Rev.  I.  B. 
Tracy,  Rev.  Julius  Parsons,  Rev.  W.  T. 
Ream,  Rev.  Lewis  H.  Skidmore  and  Rev. 
J.  H.  Bielefleld.  In  1909  the  church  build¬ 
ing  was  remodeled.  The  church  has  now 
abont  50  members.  The  auxiliary  organi¬ 
zations  are  Sunday  school,  the  Ladies’  Aid 
Society,  and  the  Young  Peoples’  Society  for 
Christian  Endeavor. 

The  German  Lutheran  Church  of  Cum¬ 
berland  was  organized  April  15.  1900.  by 
the  Rev.  Theodore  Thormaehlen,  after 
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services  had  been  held  for  some  time  pre¬ 
viously  in  the  homes  of  the  members,  and 
presided  over  by  neighboring  preachers. 
The  congregation  erected  a  small  building 
for  worship  on  what  was  known  as  “Cab¬ 
bage  Hill,''  owing  to  the  locality  being 
chiefly  settled  by  Germans.  Mr.  Thor- 
maehlen  remained  pastor  until  1901,  and 
the  church  then  came  under  the  pastoral 
care  of  Rev.  H.  Meyer,  of  Shell  Lake,  who 
served  it  for  about  three  years.  The  next 
pastor.  Rev.  O.  Steffen,  of  Almena,  as¬ 
sumed  charge  in  1904  and  ended  his  duties 
here  in  the  following  year.  His  successor 
was  Rev.  O.  Neuman,  of  Shell  Lake,  who 
served  from  1905  to  1908,  and  was  suc¬ 
ceeded  by  Rev.  L.  Traub.  The  latter  was 
pastor  but  a  short  time,  as  he  died  here  in 
1908,  and  for  three  years  after  his  death 
the  pulpit  was  vacant,  except  that  occa¬ 
sional  services  were  held  by  neighboring 
preachers.  Then  the  church  secured  the 
services  of  Rev.  Theodore  Martens,  whose 
pastorate  lasted  from  1911  to  December, 
1917.  In  1918  the  Rev.  H.  H.  Wegner 
came  here  from  Phipps,  Wis.,  and  has  since 
remained.  The  present  church  building,  a 
frame  structure  situated  on  the  west  side 
of  town,  on  the  shore  of  Beaver  Dam  Lake, 
was  erected  in  1914  at  a  cost  of  about 
84.000.  The  parsonage,  located  in  town,  on 
Foster  avenue,  was  bought  by  the  congre¬ 
gation  about  seven  years  ago.  The  church 
has  now  about  thirty  voting  members  and 
about  100  communicant  members.  There  is 
a  Sunday  school  and  Ladies’  Aid  Society. 

All  Souls’  Protestant  Episcopal  Church 
was  organized  in  1884,  and  a  church  edi¬ 
fice  erected  shortly  afterward.  The  pastor 
for  a  number  of  years  was  the  Rev.  A.  B. 
Peabody.  Subsequently  services  were  held 
from  time  to  time  by  other  pastors,  among 
them  Arch-deacon  William  F.  Hood,  then 
stationed  at  Shell  Lake.  On  account  of  re¬ 
movals  without  compensating  accessions  of 
membership,  the  congregation  gradually 
diminished  until  it  was  found  necessary,  a 
few  years  ago,  to  suspend  services. 

Several  of  the  best  known  fraternal 
orders  and  societies  have  lodges  or  organ¬ 
izations  in  Cumberland,  Including  the 
Masons,  Knights  of  Pythias,  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America,  the  Scandinavian- 
American  Fraternity  and  the  American  Le¬ 
gion.  A  number  of  years  ago  the  Odd  Fel¬ 
lows  had  a  lodge  here,  but  after  awhile  sur¬ 
rendered  their  charter. 

Cumberland  Ixjdge  No.  223,  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
was  organized  June  12,  1883,  with  fifteen 
charter  members  and  now  has  sixty-five. 
The  lodge  owns  the  building  in  which  it 
meets,  which  is  a  frame  structure  on  Sec¬ 
ond  street,  and  was  purchased  about  ten 
years  ago.  The  American  Legion  meets  in 
a  room  in  the  same  building. 

Cumberland  Lodge  No.  62,  K.  of  P.,  was 
institued  about  March  15,  18&8,  and  now  has 
eighty-five  members.  The  lodge  meets  in 
a  hall  near  the  south  end  of  Second  street 

Hunter  Camp,  No.  1218,  M.  W.  A.,  was 
organized  in  January,  1890,  and  now  has 
eighty-five  members. 


Branch  No.  55  of  the  Scandinavlan-Amer- 
lcan  Fraternity  was  organized  in  Cumber¬ 
land  in  1901  and  is  now  a  strong  society 
with  a  membership  of  114. 

The  Cumberland  Pioneers. — In  the  spring 
of  1920  the  surviving  pioneers  of  Cumber¬ 
land  and  the  vicinity  awoke  to  the  realiza¬ 
tion  of  the  fact  tl}at  the  city  had  long  passed 
its  period  of  youth  and  had  taken  its  place 
among  the  older  settled  communities  of  the 
western  part  of  the  state.  Many  of  the  first 
settlers  had  already  passed  away,  and  those 
that  remained  no  longer  felt  that  youthful 
strength  and  vim  which  had  formerly  car¬ 
ried  them  successfully  through  many  a  hard 
task  in  the  building  of  their  own  fortunes 
or  the  development  of  the  village  and  city. 
Looking  back  over  the  past,  they  recalled 
to  mind  many  interesting  events  in  which 
they  had  themselves  taken  part,  or  which 
were  associated  in  their  minds  with  the 
faces  and  forms  of  old  time  friends  and 
neighbors,  some  still  living  here,  some  who 
had  moved  to  other  parts  of  the  country, 
and  some  who  had  passed  to  the  land  be¬ 
yond  the  grave.  The  survivors  who  remained 
here  began  to  feel  that  it  was  time  to  form 
an  association  whose  purpose  should  be  “to 
revive  and  perpetuate  the  early  history  and 
traditions  of  Cumberland  its  environs,  to 
recall  the  sweet  memories  of  the  lives  of  the 
early  pioneers,  to  give  an  opportunity  to 
renew  old  acquaintances  and  friendships, 
and  to  offer  an  occasion  for  an  annual  as¬ 
sembly  of  all  those  who  were  identified 
with  the  early  history  of  Cumberland.” 

In  response  to  a  call  issued  by  George  L 
Constance,  the  first  meeting  of  the  associa¬ 
tion  was  held  at  the  public  library  on  Feb. 
2,  1920.  The  considerable  number  of  old 
timers  who  attended  the  meeting  showed 
that  the  idea  had  been  timely  and  had  ex¬ 
cited  general  interest  and  approval.  George 
I.  Constance  was  chosen  chairman  and  G.  G. 
Hodgkin  secretary,  with  authority  to  select 
such  other  officers  and  committees  as  might 
be  necessary,  and  under  their  authority  Mrs. 
F.  W.  Miller  was  selected  as  treasurer.  The 
next  meeting  was  held  at  the  same  place 
June  30,  the  same  year,  at  which  time  it 
was  decided  to  have  a  big  picnic  on  August 
26.  Representatives  from  all  parts  of  the 
adjoining  territory  were  present  at  this 
meeting  and  much  enthusiasm  was  mani¬ 
fested.  At  this  meeting  committees  were 
appointed  on  constitution,  advertising,  re¬ 
ception,  sports  and  games,  grounds  and 
guards,  refreshments  and  membership.  The 
picnic  was  held  in  Huser’s  Park,  on  the 
north  shore  of  Beaver  Dam  Lake,  on  August 
25,  as  planned,  and  was  a  great  success,  the 
weather  being  perfect  and  about  1,600  peo¬ 
ple  present.  After  dinner  a  literary  program 
was  carried  out  which  included  the  follow¬ 
ing  items:  Address  of  welcome,  by  Judge 
H.  8.  Comstock,  with  response  by  Judge  A. 
F.  Wright  of  Barron;  president’s  address,  by 
George  I.  Constance;  address  by  Rev.  J.  H. 
McManus  of  Coloma,  Wis.;  song,  America, 
by  the  audience,  Mrs.  H.  8.  Comstock  lead¬ 
er:  reading  of  letters  from  absent  members, 
Mrs.  F.  W.  Miller;  vocal  solo,  Mrs.  H.  & 
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Comstock.  At  the  business  meeting  which 
was  held  after  the  program  a  constitution 
was  adopted  and  the  name  of  the  associa¬ 
tion  was  declared  to  be  “The  Cumberland 
Pioneers.”  The  constitution  provides  that 
the  association  shall  be  non-sectarian  and 
non-political,  and  that  “no  religious  or  po¬ 
litical  speech  shall  be  made,  and  no  religious 
or  political  discussion  or  propaganda  per¬ 
mitted  on  the  assembly  ground  or  the  ap¬ 
proaches  thereto.”  Officers  were  then 
elected,  namely:  President,  George  L.  Con¬ 
stance;  secretary,  G.  C.  Hodgkin;  treasurer, 
Mrs.  F.  W.  Miller;  vice-presidents,  John 
HellBtrom,  H.  H.  Carsley,  Sig.  Jacobson, 
Charles  Oldeen,  Will  Danniger,  J.  H.  Le- 
Jeune,  Matt  Arnes  and  Israel  Ricberg.  A 
resolution  of  condolence  on  the  death  of 
Mrs.  Lydia  Nicholson  Fuller,  widow  of  J.  F. 
Fuller,  the  only  member  who  had  passed 


to  her  reward  since  the  organisation  of  the 
society,  was  adopted;  also  a  resolution  of 
thanks  to  George  L  Constance  for  his  un¬ 
tiring  efforts  on  behalf  of  the  Pioneers.  The 
second  annual  event,  held  Aug.  25, 1921,  was 
also  favored  by  good  weather  and  was  at¬ 
tended  by  about  600  people.  The  officers 
elected  were:  Emil  Huser,  president;  Louis 
Tappon,  secretary;  Bennie  Johnson,  treas¬ 
urer;  vice-presidents,  F.  W.  Miller,  Sig.  Ja¬ 
cobson,  Oscar  Risberg,  Matt  Arnes,  Frank 
Williams,  John  HellBtrom  and  Martin  Paul¬ 
son.  Mrs.  F.  W.  Miller  again  read  letters 
from  absent  pioneers.  C.  A.  Lamoreux  of 
Ashland  was  the  speaker  of  the  day,  and 
Miss  Miller  the  vocalist  The  Cumberland 
Band  furnished  music,  and  there  was  a  girls’ 
baseball  game  played  between  the  girls’ 
teams  of  Cumberland  and  Barronett  which 
was  won  by  the  latter. 


CHAPTER  XXL 
CHETEK  CITY. 


The  Incorporated  city  of  Chetek  lies  in 
Section  30,  township  33  north,  range  10 
west  or  somewhat  more  than  a  mile  south¬ 
west  of  the  center  of  Chetek  Township. 

It  is  situated  on  the  northwest  shore  of 
Chetek  Lake,  a  beautiful  body  of  water  of 
Irregular  outline,  well  stocked  with  bass, 
pickerel  and  other  choice  fish,  and  largely 
frequented  in  the  summer  time  by  tourists 
and  rest  seekers  from  various  and  some 
far-distant  parts  of  the  country.  This  lake 
is  one  of  a  chain  extending  seven  or  eight 
miles  from  northwest  to  southeast,  the  north 
end  of  Chetek  city  touching  the  south  end 
of  Prairie  Lake.  The  country  surrounding 
the  city,  and  especially  that  near  the  shores 
of  the  lake,  presents  many  picturesque  fea¬ 
tures.  It  is  well  adapted  to  stock  raising, 
dairying  and  general  farming,  all  of  which 
are  extensively  carried  on. 

Chetek  was  first  settled  nearly  sixty  years 
ago,  In  1863.  It  was  never  incorporated  as 
a  village  but  became  an  incorporated  city 
in  1891.  It  is  on  a  branch  of  the  Chicago, 
Minneapolis  &  Omaha  Railway,  which  was 
constructed  in  1882. 

Previous  to  white  settlement  the  country 
in  this  vicinity  was  well  wooded,  the  timber 
consisting  mostly  of  White  and  jack  pine, 
with  some  varieties  of  hardwood.  Knapp, 
Stout  &  Co.,  who  began  logging  operations 
here  in  the  middle  of  the  sixties,  cut  only 
the  white  pine,  as  there  was  no  profit  to  be 
made  at  that  Ume  from  the  hardwood.  Wil¬ 
liam  W.  Carey,  now  living  in  Chetek  city, 
arrived  in  this  vicinity  about  1866,  as  a 
boy  of  fifteen,  and  remembers  that  lumber¬ 
ing  operations  were  then  being  actively  car¬ 
ried  on  by  the  above  mentioned  company. 

Among  the  pioneers  who  settled  on  land 
in  the  township  were:  William  Bell,  H.  B. 
Ross,  Charles  Dean  and  Thomas  El  Gotham, 


all  of  whom  arrived  In  1872.  Mr.  Bell  set¬ 
tled  on  land  three  miles  north  of  the  village 
site,  and  abont  a  mile  farther  north  was  a 
man  named  Albert  Morrell,  who  bad  arrived 
about  1870  or  1871.  These  early  settlers  and. 
others  obtained  their  supplies  from  Chip¬ 
pewa  Falls,  EJau  Claire  or  Vanvllle  (now 
Bloomer). 

It  is  not  now  known  who  was  the  first 
white  settler  on  the  site  of  the  city.  In 
March,  1872,  when  B.  L.  Bighmy  arrived, 
with  his  two  brothers,  William  and  O.  W., 
he  found  five  settlers  here,  all  located  in 
what  is  now  the  south  end  of  town,  on  what 
was  subsequently  laid  out  as  the  first  vil¬ 
lage  plat.  These  were  D.  M.  Beagle,  Duane 
Tuller,  C.  P.  Tuller  (usually  known  as 
"Cobe”),  Walter  L.  Morrison  and  W.  B. 
Lampman.  They  were  engaged  mostly  in 
hunting  and  trapping.  Mr.  Eighmy,  who  is 
still  living,  first  settled  on  a  farm  three 
miles  south,  but  before  long  became  a  mer¬ 
chant  in  the  village,  or  on  the  village  site. 
Edward  J.  Banks,  who  arrived  in  1870,  set¬ 
tled  on  what  is  known  as  Banks’  Addition 
in  the  western  part  of  the  city. 

Chetek  was  platted  Oct.  16,  1875,  on  land 
owned  by  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  and  E.  M. 
Sexton.  It  embraced  a  large  tract  including 
much  of  the  present  platted  portion  of  the 
city  and  other  territory  besides.  Dec.  4, 1877, 
all  except  blocks  29  and  30  were  vacated. 
The  present  business  section  is  located 
largely  on  the  Second  Addition,  replatted 
on  a  part  of  the  vacated  land  formerly  occu¬ 
pied  by  the  original  plat.  This  Second 
Addition  was  platted  June  12,  1682,  by 
Knapp.  Stout  ft  Co.,  the  surveyor  being 
Thomas  Parker.  It  occupies  six  blocks  and 
is  bounded  by  Main  and  Fourth,  Douglass 
and  Moore  streets.  The  two  blocks  left  of 
the  original  plat  lie  between  Main  and  Sec¬ 
ond,  Mill  and  Douglass  streets. 
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During  the  earliest  period  in  the  history 
of  the  settlement,  Mr.  Beagle's  log  cabin 
was  the  stopping-place  for  travelers,  but 
John  Barry  was  the  first  to  erect  a  building 
designed  for  hotel  purposes.  It  was  called 
the  Lake  View  House,  and  stood  on  block 
29  on  the  original  plat,  where  the  building 
may  still  be  seen.  Mr.  Barry*  was  proprie¬ 
tor  of  this  hotel  for  some  eight  or  ten  years. 
Some  time  after  the  erection  of  the  Lake 
View  House  Mr.  Beagle  moved  to  a  farm 
across  the  creek  and  about  half  a  mile  to 
the  southeast,  where  he  built  a  large  frame 
hotel,  which  was  quite  a  building  for  itB 
day,  and  is  still  a  notable  landmark,  though 
now  used  as  a  farm  residence.  For  some 
time  town  meetings  were  held  there.  This 
building  is  now  within  the  city  limits. 

John  Townsend  may  be  regarded  as  tbe 
first  storekeper  in  or  near  Chetek,  as  he 
kept  a  few  groceries  for  sale  in  his  dugout 
located  close  to  the  large  Beagle  Hotel.  He 
was  also  accustomed  to  go  to  Long  Lake  to 
busy  fish  from  the  Indians,  which  he  sold 
in  Eau  Claire. 

The  question  as  to  who  started  the  second 
store  "remain  somewhat  in  doubt,  but  it  is 
known  that  a  man  called  Pink  Mattlx,  who 
married  a  daughter  of  Bradford  Lampman, 
had  a  little  store  on  the  bank  of  tbe  lake 
near  the  W.  L.  Morrison  place. 

B.  L.  Eighmy  also  started  a  store  in  the 
early  seventies,  in  which  the  postofflce  was 
kept,  A.  A.  French  being  postmaster.  The 
next  general  store  seems  to  have  been  that 
of  Chase  ft  Elmer,  and  was  conducted  by 
them  for  two  years,  when,  according  to  one 
account,  they  sold  out  to  a  Mr.  Miller,  whose 
daughter  was  the  wife  of  George  Whitman, 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whitman  conducted  it 
for  a  while  in  the  latter’s  name.  Both  the 
Eighmy  and  Whitman,  stores  were  in  oper¬ 
ation  in  1876,  but  the  Whitmans  remained 
but  a  short  time  longer,  as  in  1877  Mrs. 
Whitman’s  father,  Mr.  Miller,  was  conduct¬ 
ing  the  store,  though,  it  is  said,  he  had  very 
little  in  it.  A  Mr.  Parker  also  kept  a  little 
store  about  this  time.  But  by  far  the  largest 
and  most  complete  store  was  started  by 
Knapp,  Stout  ft  Co.  about  1879.  Its  dimen¬ 
sions  were  80  by  26  feet  and  there  was  a 
large  warehouse  built  onto  It.  From  the 
start  it  did  a  large  business,  the  people  find¬ 
ing  there  a  larger  variety  of  goods  than 
they  could  in  places  operated  with  a  small 
capital.  It  was  first  managed  for  the  lumber 
company  by  C.  W.  Moore,  who  had  erected 
the  building,  his  successors  in  the  same 
position  being  J.  W.  Munnell,  J.  Hornby 
Butcher  and  J.  C.  Phillips,  the  last  men¬ 
tioned  of  whom  is  still  a  resident  of  Chetek. 
C.  W  Moore  in  1883  started  a  store  of  his 
own.  He  has  passed  away,  but  is  survived 
by  his  widow,  who  resides  at  St.  Croix 
Falls,  Wl8.  Knapp,  Stout  ft  Co.  also  con¬ 
ducted  a  boarding  house  for  their  men, 
which  was  managed  for  them  first  by  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  John  McGregor  and  later  by  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Cush  Rogers. 

Some  years  before  the  establishment  of 
their  store  Knapp,  Stout  ft  Co.  had  built  a 
large  sawmill  and  planing  mill,  and  later  a 
grist  mill.  The  latter  was  erected  by  •  B.  B. 


Downs,  a  millwright,  whom  they  made  fore¬ 
man  of  the  mill.  Their  store  was  operated 
until  1903  and  then  closed.  The  building  was 
sold,  removed  to  another  site  and  later 
burned  down. 

In  the  fall  of  1881  Robert  Stewart  and  his 
partner,  L.  Francois,  .erected  a  store  build¬ 
ing  in  "Bobtown”  (Stewart’s  Addition),  in 
which  they  opened  for  business  April  15, 
1882,  having  hauled  their  goods  from  Chip¬ 
pewa  and  Vanville  (now  Bloomer).  After 
two  years  Mr.  Francois  sold  his  interest  to 
Mr.  Stewart,  who  conducted  the  store  about 
two  years  longer,  when  he  failed.  He  is  now 
living  in  Superior,  Wis.,  while  Mr.  Francois 
is  still  a  resident  of  Chetek.  John  McGre¬ 
gor  built  a  hotel  called  the  Central  House, 
about  1882,  and  about  the  same  time,  or 
soon  after,  S.  W.  Briggs  erected  the  store 
building  since  occupied  by  the  Southworth 
hardware  store. 

In  the  early  eighties  Hatch  ft  Bird 
opened  a  hardware  store,  and  in  the  spring 
of  1883  a  building  was  erected  where  the 
Moe  store  is  now  and  opened  as  a  hardware 
store  of  Joseph  Hurst  and  Charles  M.  Horel, 
under  the  name  of  Hurst  ft  Horel.  After  a 
short  time  Mr.  Hurst  dropped  out  and  Mr. 
Horel  then  added  furniture  to  his  stock. 
Later  he  sold  his  stock  to  Stewart  ft  Fran¬ 
cois  and  went  to  Rice  Lake  to  manage 
Knapp,  Stout  ft  Co.’s  stock  farm. 

The  almost  simultaneous  appearance  of 
so  many  business  enterprises  at  this  time 
was  due  to  the  coming  of  the  railroad.  A 
construction  train,  with  a  passenger  car  on 
the  end,  passed  through  on  July  4,  1882,  and 
this  event,  combined  with  the  celebration  of 
the  national  holiday,  drew  a  large  crowd 
to  the  village.  Some  of  the  railroad  men, 
after  drinking  more  or  less,  became  boister¬ 
ous  and  were  driven  out  of  the  village  by 
the  farmers.  The  first  passenger  train 
passed  through  the  village  about  October  1, 
that  year.  As  an  incentive  to  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  the  railroad,  the  city  issued  bonds 
to  the  amount  of  five  thousand  dollars. 

In  the  early  eighties,  M.  C.  Hill,  better 
known  as  “Potter”  Hill,  opened  a  black¬ 
smith’s  shop  on  the  site  of  the  present  John¬ 
son  Bros.’  garage,  which  he  carried  for 
about  eight  or  ten  years,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  he  moved  his  shop  to  a  farm  on  the 
east  side  of  the  lake.  The  second  black¬ 
smith  shop  opened  where  the  Co-operative 
Store  is  now  located,  by  Charles  Peterson, 
who  operated  it  until  nine  years  ago,  when 
he  retired. 

In  the  early  eighties,  also,  Andrew  Olson, 
who  had  a  saloon,  opened  a  drug  store  next 
door,  which  was  conducted  for  him  by 
Elner  Kleve.  This  was  opposite  the  site  of 
the  present  Southworth  hardware  store. 

Dr.  William  H.  Robbins  came  to  Chetek 
in  November,  1881,  and  Mrs.  Robbins,  with 
their  son  and  daughter,  arrived  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  spring.  Dr.  Dewitt  C.  Strong  got  here 
a  few  days  previous  to  Dr.  Robbins,  so  the 
village  now  had  two  physicians,  in  addition 
to  which  two  other  physicians,  both  ad¬ 
vanced  in  years,  were  living  some  distance 
out  in  the  country.  Dr.  Bailey  and  Dr.  Nich¬ 
ols,  the  latter  living  east  of  the  lake.  The 


:d  by  Google 


HISTORY  OF  BARRON  COUNTY 


1103 


life  of  a  physician  was  hard  in  those  days, 
especially  in  the  winter  time.  Dr.  Robbins, 
when  called  to  attend  a  patient  in  the  coun¬ 
try,  often  found  himself  unable  to  drive 
up  to  the  house,  but  had  to  leave  his  horse 
and  cutter  standing  in  the  snow  and  proceed 
the  rest  of  the  way  on  snow  shoes. 

D.  M.  Beagle,  who  was  here  in  1872,  if  not 
earlier,  served  for  a  while  as  postmaster 
and,  so  far  as  is  now  remembered,  was  the 
first  to  hold  that  office.  He  was  succeeded 
In  It  by  A.  A.  French,  who  kept  it  in  the 
Eighmy  store.  After  Mr.  French,  C.  W. 
Moore  had  it,  and  after  him  in  succession, 
W.  H.  Bundy,  Bernard  Moe,  Peter  Swansby, 
Bernard  Moe  (second  time),  J.  H.  Bell  and 
Carl  Whitaker,  the  last  mentioned  being  tho 
present  incumbent.  When  J.  W.  Bell  became 
postmaster,  June  1,  1897,  it  was  an  office  of 
the  fourth  class  and  it  was  raised  to  the 
third  class  during  his  incumbency.  He 
served  eighteen  years,  or  until  Aug.  1,  1915, 
and  it  was  he  who  established  the  five  rural 
routeB  now  operated  from  this  office.  The 
early  postmasters  kept  the  office  in  their 
stores,  but  the  quarters  now  occupied  in  the 
Fanners  &  Merchants  Bank  Building  are 
held  by  the  government  on  a  fifteen-year 
lease. 

It  was  as  a  summer  resort  that  Chetek 
first  came  into  widespread  notice.  The 
pleasing  scenery  and  excellent  opportunities 
for  boating  and  fishing  attracted  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  casual  visitors  and  sportsmen,  and 
soon  people  from  Menomonle,  Blau  Claire 
and  Chippewa  Falls  began  building  club¬ 
houses  and  summer  homes  on  the  north  and 
east  shores  of  the  lake.  Later,  on  the  south 
end  of  the  west  side  of  the  lake,  the  Chau¬ 
tauqua  grounds  were  laid  out,  and  the  an¬ 
nual  assemblies  drew  many  people  here, 
some  of  whom  became  recruits  to  the  sum¬ 
mer  colony.  Advertising  booklets  widely 
distributed  also  brought  visitors  from  dis¬ 
tant  parts  of  the  country,  Including  Illinois, 
Louisiana,  Texas  and  other  states.  The 
number  of  summer  cottages  has  increased 
to  about  400  and  more  are  built  every  year. 

Chetek  was  Incorporated  by  the  legisla¬ 
ture  as  a  city  In  1891,  and  on  April  2,  that 
year,  the  following  city  officers  were  elec¬ 
ted:  C.  W.  Moore,  mayor;  A.  F.  Nichols, 
clerk;  J.  W.  Bell,  treasurer;  J.  E.  Cates,  as¬ 
sessor;  H.  J.  Dixon,  justice  of  the  peace. 
The  aldermen  were  as  follows:  First  Ward 
— Andrew  Olson  and  Mike  Ganske;  super¬ 
visor,  Walter  Speed.  Second  Ward — Aider- 
men,  George  A.  Strong  and  Thomas  A. 
Reardon;  supervisor,  Isaac  Bull. 

The  machinery  of  local  government  was 
at  once  put  into  working  order  and  was 
soon  running  smoothly.  Ordinances  were 
passed  pertaining  to  the  licensing  of  spirit¬ 
uous  liquors  and  the  restraint  and  punish¬ 
ment  of  Immoderate  drinking;  also  for  the 
public  health;  to  prevent  the  running  at 
large  of  certain  animals;  the  regulating  of 
the  business  of  hawkers,  auctioneers;  and 
In  general,  everything  having  to  do  with  the 
maintenance  of  public  order.  For  some  years 
tramps  were  a  great  nuisance  and  the  city 
clerk's  records  contain  many  items  showing 


that  their  care  was  a  charge  on  the  city, 
from  ten  to  thirty  being  sometimes  cared 
for  at  one  time.  In  September,  1903,  the 
cost  of  a  saloon  license  was  five  hundred 
dollars. 

The  question  of  establishing  a  waterworks 
system  came  up  early  in  1903,  and  at  an 
election  held  on  June  17  the  proposition  of 
bonding  the  city  to  the  extent  of  $6,000  for 
that  purpose,  the  loan  to  be  payable  in 
twenty  years,  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 
The  money  was  accordingly  borrowed  from 
the  trust  funds  of  the  state,  and  in  August 
Oscar  Claussen  of  St.  Paul  was  engaged  to 
draw  the  plans.  On  September  9  the  bid 
of  W.  I.  Gray  &  Co.  for  the  construction 
work  was  accepted.  The  original  bid  was 
$6,736,  but  an  extension  of  the  water  main 
having  been  decided  on.  this  Increased  the 
final  cost  by  about  $1,200.  In  February,  1905, 
the  plant  was  completed  and  accepted,  the 
council  deducting  $100  from  the  contractor’s 
bill  on  account  of  delay  in  fulfilling  the 
contract.  The  plant  consisted  of  a  water 
tank,  dynamo,  mains  and  hydrants,  and  the 
wells  from  which  the  water  supply  is  ob¬ 
tained.  Since  then  the  mains  have  been 
considerably  extended. 

In  August,  1904,  a  proposal  of  the  Watrous 
Engine  Co.  to  furnish  800  feet  of  fire  hose, 
and  carts,  for  $475  was  accepted.  In  March, 
1908,  the  council  recommended  an  appro¬ 
priation  of  two  mills  on  the  dollar  to  be 
made  for  building  a  fire  hall  and  city  hall, 
and  subsequent  action  resulted  in  the  ereo 
tion  of  the  building  now  in  use  for  those 
purposes. 

The  Chetek  Light  &  Power  Co.’s  plant 
was  built  in  the  summer  of  1906  .by  W.  J. 
Gavin,  who  owned  and  operated  it  himself 
for  about  twelve  years.  About  1918  Mr. 
Gavin  sold  the  plant  to  K.  Rosholt,  A.  T. 
Galby  and  J.  C.  Phillips.  In  1919  some  Im¬ 
provements  were  made  in  the  machinery 
and  a  new  cement  dam  built,  which  gave 
Increased  waterpower.  Two  water-wheels 
are  used  and  one  dynamo,  and  there  are  also 
two  gasoline  engines  which  are  used  to  fur¬ 
nish  additional  power  when  required.  The 
plant  supplies  electricity  for  street  and 
house  lighting,  and  also  the  motive  power 
for  pumping  water  into  the  city  tank,  lo¬ 
cated  several  blocks  to  the  north,  and  also 
motive  power  for  industrial  plants.  The 
present  manager  is  E.  E.  Conrad.  The  large 
mill  building,  to  which  Mr.  Gavin  added  the 
greater  part  of  the  present  powerhouse,  was 
erected  by  K.  Rosholt,  who  had  previously 
bought  the  old  gristmill  and  waterpower  of 
Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.,  which  he  operated  until 
it  burned  down  in  1911.  The  present  mill 
was  at  one  time  operated  as  the  Northwest¬ 
ern  Cereal  Mill  by  outside  parties.  It  was 
also  rented  for  a  time  by  Mr.  Gavin,  who 
used  it  for  the  manufacture  of  breakfast 
food.  The  present  company  is  operating 
it  as  a  feed  mill. 

The  Chetek  Rural  Telephone  Co.  was  or¬ 
ganized  in  1903  by  E.  V.  Babcock,  now  clerk 
of  court  at  Barron,  who  subsequently  sold 
out  to  Grant  Ross.  Mr.  Ross  later  sold  to 
F.  W.  Zlesniss  of  Chetek  who,  after  operat- 
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ing  the  plant  for  some  years,  disposed  of  it 
to  T.  B.  Haskins,  also  of  this  city.  On  April 
1,  1917,  Mr.  Haskins  sold  out  to  the  present 
company,  an  Incorporated  concern,  the  offi¬ 
cers  of  which  are:  George  Thrasher,  presi¬ 
dent;  I.  O.  Sherwood,  vice-president;  O.  R. 
Kienitz,  secretary-treasurer  and  manager. 
The  company’s  lines  cover  the  city  and  prac¬ 
tically  also  the  townships  of  Chetek,  Maple 
Grove  and  Dovre,  also  extending  to  Rusk 
Farm  in  Rusk  County,  northeast  of  Chetek. 
The  company  has  about  200  phones  in  the 
city  and  an  equal  number  in  the  country.  In 
Dovre  and  Maple  Grove  Townships  they  con¬ 
trol  150  additional  phones  belonging  to  mu¬ 
tual  companies,  for  which  the  Chetek  com¬ 
pany  does  switching,  or  operating,  this  being 
equivalent  to  an  additional  subscription  list. 
They  also  have  connections  with  the  Barron 
County  Telephone  Co.’s  lines  and  with  those 
of  the  Bell  (long  distance)  lines. 

The  commercial  activities  of  the  city  were 
given  a  new  Impetus  in  July,  1900,  when  K. 
Rosholt  of  Eau  Claire  established  here  the 
Farmers  and  Merchants  Bank.  It  was  op¬ 
erated  as  a  private  concern  until  Sept.  8, 
1908,  when  it  was  incorporated  as  a  state 
bank  with  a  capital  of  |10,000.  The  incor¬ 
porators  and  officers  were  as  follows:  K. 
Rosholt,  president;  Mrs.  Gusta  Rosholt,  vice- 
president,  and  A.  T.  Galby,  cashier.  Mr. 
Rosholt  continued  as  president  until  his 
death  in  January,  1920,  when  he  was  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  that  office  by  A.  T.  Galby,  who  is 
still  serving.  R.  R.  Rosholt  is  vice-president 
and  W.  R.  Strong  cashier.  In  1910  the  cap¬ 
ital  of  the  institution  was  increased  to  $15,- 
000,  and  in  1920  to  $25,000.  The  directors 
in  December,  1921,  were  A.  T.  Galby,  Mrs. 
Gusta  Rosholt  and  R.  R.  Rosholt.  R.  B. 
Andrews  is  assistant  cashier. 

After  a  number  of  years  It  was  felt  that 
there  was  room  for  another  banking  insti¬ 
tution  in  the  city,  and  in  1913  the  Chetek 
State  Bank  was  organised.  The  stock  was 
sold  to  quite  a  number  of  people,  a  good 
deal  of  it  locally.  The  capital  was  $10,000 
and  the  first  officers  were:  <C.  W.  Dinger, 
president;  F.  A.  Southworth,  vice-president; 
Bernard  Moe,  cashier;  A.  M.  Simpson,  as¬ 
sistant  cashier.  The  directors  were:  J.  W. 
Bell,  W.  K.  Coffin,  C.  W.  Dinger,  B.  F.  Faast, 
T.  B.  Keith,  C.  F.  Museus  and  F.  A.  South- 
worth.  The  bank  at  starting  erected  the 
building  which  they  still  occupy.  In  1916 

B.  M.  Apker  succeeded  Bernard  Moe  as 
cashier  and  still  continues  in  that  office. 
The  capital  stock  has  remained  the  same, 
while  the  present  surplus  (December,  1921) 
is  $2,000  and  the  deposits  about  $180,000. 

C.  W.  Dinger  is  still  president  and  S.  Van 
Gilder  is  now  vice-president.  The  assistant 
cashier  is  Gustave  Johnson. 

Chetek  Cooperative  Creamery  Co.— The 
plant  of  this  company  was  purchased  by  its 
present  owners,  the  farmers,  in  June,  1918, 
it  having  been  formerly  owned  by  John  Mor¬ 
rison  of  Bloomer  and  managed  by  E.  J.  Mor¬ 
rison,  his  father.  In  1920  the  amount  of 
cream  received  was  826,270  pounds;  pounds 
of  butter  fat,  221,180;  pounds  of  butter  made, 
267,016.  The  average  overrun  was  20.72  per 


cent;  the  average  test  of  cream.  267;  the 
average  price  received  for  butter,  $.566;  the 
average  price  paid  for  butter  fat,  $.606.  The 
officers  In  1921  were:  W.  F.  Barber,  presi¬ 
dent;  Elmer  Weldon,  vice-president;  Wil¬ 
liam  Taft,  secretary;  Mrs.  Raymond  Tiffany, 
treasurer,  and  Hole  Harrison,  manager. 

The  Lakeside  Creamery  is  owned  by  Guy 
Speers  of  Eau  Claire,  Wis.,  and  the  plant 
was  built  in  1917.  It  is  now  being  used  for 
the  manufacture  of  concentrated  milk  for 
ice  cream,  about  25,000  pounds  of  milk  a 
day  being  bought  from  the  farmers  in  sum¬ 
mer  and “7, 000  to  8,000  pounds  in  winter.  It 
is  sold  in  Eau  Claire,  Duluth  and  elsewhere. 
Mr.  Speers  represents  the  Eau  Claire  Cream¬ 
ery  Co.,  which  has  factories  in  various  other 
cities  and  villages  of  Wisconsin,  including 
Eau  Claire,  Chippewa  Falls,  Cadott,  Green¬ 
wood,  New  Auburn,  Cameron  and  Bruce. 

The  Chetek  Cooperative  Mercantile  Co. 
was  organized  in  June,  1915,  the  first  officers 
being:  O.  E.  Miller,  president;  Edward  Ot- 
terholt,  secretary  and  treasurer;  and  G.  A. 
Tyler,  manager.  The  officers  for  1920-21  are: 
President,  L.  P.  Charles;  secretary  and 
treasurer,  A.  T.  Galby;  manager,  Louis  Hed- 
en strom;  directors,  Thomas  Henson,  Wil¬ 
liam  Taft  and  Charles  Rehm.  The  company 
purchased  the  large  brick  building  and  the 
business  of  the  Tyler  Mercantile  Co.,  made 
general  improvements  and  in  1920  erected 
a  large  warehouse.  The  store  is  wide  In  its 
scope  and  handles  all  lines  that  can  be  pur¬ 
chased  advantageously,  from  such  heavy 
material  as  farm  machinery  down  to  house¬ 
hold  notions.  There  are  about  400  stock¬ 
holders,  most  of  whom  own  one  share 
apiece,  a  very  few  owning  two,  the  par 
value  being  $100.  A  dividend  of  7  per  cent 
is  paid,  after  which  the  profits  are  divided 
among  the  consumers,  in  proportion  to  the 
consumers’  purchases.  The  manager,  Louis 
Hedenstrom,  is  thoroughly  experienced,  and 
is  carrying  the  store  to  a  decided  success. 

A  small  saw  and  planing  mill  was  started 
in  Chetek  about  15  years  ago  by  George 
Slawson,  who  is  still  operating  it. 

In  1919  Charles  Rich  established  the  Che¬ 
tek  Feed  Mill  which  he  is  now  operating.  It 
is  equipped  with  modern  machinery  and  Mr. 
Rich  manufactures  flour  and  other  cereal 
products,  besides  grinding  feed. 

The  Averlll-Mau  Lumber  Co.  established 
a  well  equipped  lumber  yard  here  during 
the  winter  of  1920-21. 

In  the  north  part  of  town,  near  the  lake, 
there  is  a  pavilion,  which  was  built  in  the 
spring  of  1920  by  Ben  Ganske  and  Rex  Pel- 
ton,  who  are  proprietors,  and  which  is  used 
for  basketball,  summer  dances  and  other 
entertainments.  The  grounds  cover  one 
acre.  . 

There  are  now  two  hotels  in  Chetek,  the 
Yelow  Lodge  and  the  Douglass  House.  The 
former  was  started  by  G.  B.  Rickard  but 
was  subsequently  enlarged  and  sold  to  A. 
Haffie,  who  sold  it  to  the  present  proprietor, 
A.  E.  Cutsforth.  It  is  situated  on  the  bank 
of  the  lake  and  is  provided  with  modern 
conveniences. 
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The  Chetek  Equity  Live  Stock  Shipping 
Association  was  organized  by  the  farmers 
in  1911,  and  all  stock  now  shipped  out  of 
Chetek  passes  through  the  hands  of  the  As¬ 
sociation.  In  the  year  1921  seventy  carloads 
were  handled.  The  Association  numbers 
about  480  shippers,  covering  all  the  territory 
tributory  to  Chetek  and  extending  east  into 
Rusk  County.  In  1921  J.  M.  Krans  was  pres¬ 
ident,  O.  C.  Hanson,  secretary-treasurer,  and 
Ed  Otterholt,  manager.  On  the  board  of  di¬ 
rectors,  in  addition  to  the  officers,  were 
Frank  Pitman,  F.  W.  Barber  and  L.  P.  John¬ 
son. 

The  city  has  also  an  active  Commercial 
Club  with  a  good  membership. 

While  municipal  Improvements,  public 
utility  plants  and  private  business  enter¬ 
prises  were  being  planned  and  constructed, 
other  agencies  of  civilization,  more  or  less 
connected  therewith,  namely,  the  press,  the 
school  and  the  church,  were  doing  their  part 
in  the  work  of  progress. 

The  following  account  of  Chetek  schools 
was  written  by  Amos  B.  Carter: 

"In  1871  Cobe  Tuller,  school  trustee  for 
this  part  of  the  county,  authorized  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  Chetek  to  build  their  first  school- 
house,  which  was  a  log  structure  located  at 
what  Is  now  known  as  the  Dunsmore  Hill. 
Mrs.  D.  Plato  was  the  first  teacher  in  this 
building.  She  had  previously  taught  school 
one  summer  in  her  residence,  for  which  she 
was  paid  by  the  town. 

"About  1878  a  new  frame  building  was 
constructed  some  distance  east  of  the  log 
building.  It  is  now  the  Catholic  Church. 
Mrs.  Cholerton  was  the  first  teacher  in  this 
building.  It  was  used  for  all  the  grades 
until  1883;  then  it  became  too  small  and 
Moore’s  Hall  was  rented  during  the  years 
of  1883  and  1884  for  the  upper  classes  with 
N.  C.  Carver  as  teacher. 

"In  1884  a  four-room  frame  building  was 
erected  on  the  site  of  the  present  school- 
house.  The  two  lower  rooms  were  finished 
and  used  the  first  year,  then  were  added 
the  high  and  grammar  rooms  as  they  were 
needed.  J.  Leidenberg,  the  first  principal, 
taught  for  two  years.  He  was  followed  by 
Mr.  FiBh  and  then  Mr.  Thomas.  Mr.  Leiden¬ 
berg  returned  in  1889,  and  thus  graduated 
the  first  class  from  Chetek  High  in  1890. 
The  members  of  this  class  were  Bennie  Mu- 
Bens,  Joseph  Gilbert  and  Byron  Carter.  A 
two-room  addition  was  built  onto  the  north 
side  of  this  building  in  1902,  but  after  using 
it  a  few  weeks,  fire,  caused  by  a  defective 
chimney,  destroyed  the  entire  building. 

"Soon  after  the  destruction  of  this  build¬ 
ing  plans  were  made  for  a  new  fireproof 
schoolhouse.  and  during  its  completion 
school  was  conducted  in  various  places;  the 
high  school  in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  un¬ 
der  L.  P.  Charles  as  principal,  grammar 
grades  in  the  Methodist  Church,  and  the 
lower  grades  in  the  Knapp,  Stout  ft  Co.'s 
building. 

"In  1903  the  present  brick  schoolhouse, 
which  cost  $16,500,  was  completed.  It  con¬ 
tained  six  rooms  and  several  classrooms  in 
the  beginning,  but  has  been  remodeled  until 


the  high  room  now  occupies  two  rooms  in¬ 
stead  of  one,  and  the  basement  has  been 
made  into  two  grade  rooms.  During  1917 
the  building  became  so  crowded  that  Mr. 
Capener’s  storeroom  across  the  street  was 
leased  for  the  eighth  grade.  During  1919, 
1920  and  1921  the  Capener  Building  has 
housed  both  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades, 
while  the  barracks  erected  in  1920  houses 
the  fifth  and  sixth  grades,  still  leaving  the 
fourth  grade  in  the  basement  and  the  other 
room  is  used  for  hot  lunches. 

"Another  large  brick  building  on  the  west¬ 
ern  part  of  the  present  school  site,  esti¬ 
mated  at  costing  $60,000  and  consisting  of 
a  junior  high  on  the  first  floor  and  high 
school  proper  on  the  second  floor,  is  now 
in  course  of  construction." 

Another  educational  agency  was  the 
Chautauqua  organization,  formed  in  1898. 
Thirteen  acres  of  ground  in  the  southeast 
part  of  the  city  was  purchased  and  a  large 
tent  being  provided  for  the  early  meetings. 
Later  an  •  auditorium  was  built  capable  of 
seating  1,200  people,  and  a  dining  hall  and 
refreshment  stands  were  also  put  up.  The 
assemblies  proved  of  much  Interest  and 
gave  local  residents  and  summer  visitors  the 
opportunity  of  hearing  such  speakers  as 
William  J.  Bryan,  Senator  Robert  La  Fol- 
lette,  T.  De  Witt  Talmadge,  Maude  Balling- 
ton  Booth  and  others,  besides  good  musical 
organizations,  including  vocal  and  instru¬ 
mental  artists.  The  association  was  thus 
kept  up  for  fifteen  years  and  was  then  dis¬ 
solved  on  account  of  the  change  in  the  Chau¬ 
tauqua  system  to  the  present  bureau  plan. 
The  grounds  were  bought  in  1919  by  the 
Chippewa  Presbytery  and  are  being  used  for 
young  people’s  work,  church  conventions, 
boys’  and  girls’  camps  and  Bible  institutes. 
Meetings  are  held  every  year  and  it  is 
expected  that  they  will  be  permanent. 

A  circulating  library  was  established  in 
Chetek  in  1888  by  the  business  and  profes¬ 
sional  men  together  with  other  citizens.  It 
flourished  for  a  while,  and  acquired  over 
2,000  volumes.  But  after  a  time  It  was  dis¬ 
continued  and  the  books  packed.  These 
books  were  moved  from  place  to  place  and 
many  were  lost.  A  few  of  them  are  now  in 
the  possession  of  J.  W.  Bell.  The  new  school 
building  is  provided  with  a  library  room 
for  the  use  of  the  public.  The  books  in  Mr. 
Bell’s  possession  will  be  placed  there  and  an 
effort  made  to  find  some  of  the  others.  This 
will  be  the  nucleus  for  a  future  public 
library. 

The  Presbyterian  Church  of  Chetek  was 
organized  in  January,  1883,  and  a  church 
edifice  was  erected  in  that  year,  the  site 
having  been  donated  by  Knapp,  Stout  ft  Co. 
It  is  a  neat  and  tasteful  frame  building  and 
has  been  kept  in  good  condition.  Among 
the  early  members  of  the  church  are:  Mrs. 
D.  C.  Strong,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  F.  Nickols, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  E.  Finneley,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
M.  L.  Andrews,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  E.  Andrews, 
S.  M.  Blatchford,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  S.  Jopp, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Duncan  C.  McDonell,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  C.  A.  Whittney  and  others.  The  Rev. 
W.  C.  Chapin  was  the  first  regular  pastor. 
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though  before  the  church  was  built  occa¬ 
sional  services  had  been  held.  The  building 
has  since  been  improved  by  the  addition  of 
a  basement,  which  was  put  in  during  the 
pastorate  of  the  Rev.  C.  L.  Merriam,  May  1, 
1910,  to  Jan.  1,  1912.  Another  active  pastor 
who  made  his  influence  felt  was  the  Rev. 
George  E.  Griffiths,  who  served  from  1916  to 
1918.  The  Ladies’  Aid  Society  has  also  ex¬ 
ercised  a  strong  influence  in  the  growth  of 
the  church.  In  1906  this  society  built  the 
manse  and  has  since  kept  it  up,  chiefly  by 
giving  entertainments,  and  without  asking 
one  cent  in  the  way  of  a  direct  pledge.  The 
manse  was  recently  remodeled  at  the  cost 
of  fifteen  hundred  dollars.  The  entire  church 
property  is  now  worth  about  thirty-five  hun¬ 
dred  dollars.  The  church  has  about  eighty 
members,  while  there  is  a  Sunday  school 
enrollment  of  between  sixty  and  seventy. 
The  last  resident  pastor,  Rev.  W.  H.  Sar¬ 
gent,  left  in  July,  1921. 

St.  Boniface  Roman  Catholic  Church. — 
This  society  was  organized  in  1880,  though 
previously  a  few  services  had  been  held  at 
the  home  of  John  Kleve.  Father  J.  Dole, 
then  pastor  of  the  Church  of  Our  Lady  of 
Lourdes  at  Doble,  came  to  Chetek  as  mis¬ 
sionary  to  hold  the  services  at  the  Kleve 
home.  In  1880  the  society  bought  the  pres¬ 
ent  church  property,  the  building  having 
previously  been  a  schoolhouse.  Including  the 
two  acres  of  land,  it  cost  only  $650,  but  so 
small  was  the  society  and  so  poor  its  mem¬ 
bers,  that  it  took  them  fourteen  years  to 
pay  for  it.  In  1881  the  society  was  incorpo¬ 
rated  and  called  the  church  of  St  Boniface 
by  Father  Baker,  then  pastor.  Among  the 
organizers  and  earliest  members  were  John 
Kleve,  August  Quallch,  John  Gregor,  Martin 
Quallch,  Frank  Novek  and  their  families. 
The  society  now  numbers  about  twenty  fam¬ 
ilies.  The  parsonage  is  a  good  brick  build¬ 
ing,  built  six  years  ago  at  a  cost  of  about 
$2,000.  The  present  pastor,  Rev.  W.  Ta- 
bencki,  came  to  the  parish  in  February,  1918. 
He  also  serves  the  Catholic  churches  at  Bar¬ 
ron  and  Cameron,  holding  services  twice  a 
month  in  winter  and  more  frequently  in 
summer. 

As  early  as  1872  the  Rev.  Geo.  J.  New¬ 
comb  of  Rice  Lake,  who  had  parishes  at  Rice 
Lake,  Chetek,  Sumner  and  the  Fox  Settle¬ 
ment,  held  Methodist  services  every  fourth 
Sunday  in  Chetek,  and  it  is  possible  that 
occasional  services  had  been  previously  held 
here  by  itinerant  preachers.  The  first  step 
in  the  direction  of  a  regular  organization 
was  taken  in  the  spring  of  1883,  when  a 
number  of  persons  met  at  the  home  of  Mrs. 
Mattie  E.  Webster,  wife  of  Judson  Webster, 
and  organized  a  Methodist  Episcopal  Mite 
Society,  the  object  of  which  was  to  raise 
funds  for  the  establishment  of  a  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  The  first  officers  elected 
were:  Mrs.  C.  H.  Horel,  president;  Mrs. 
Mattie  E.  Webster,  vice-president;  Mrs.  Phil¬ 
lip  Lousley,  treasurer;  and  Miss  May  How¬ 
ard,  who  later  became  the  wife  of  Robert 
Stewart,  secretary.  Funds  were  raised 
through  membership  dues,  payable  every 
two  weeks,  and  through  suppers  and  other 
entertainments,  which  were  given  from  time 


to  time,  but  the  process  of  raising  tho 
amount  necessary  for  a  building  fund  was 
a  slow  one  and  extended  over  a  number  of 
years.  Among  the  early  members  of  the 
society,  in  addition  to  those  already  men¬ 
tioned,  were  Dr.  and  Mrs.  William  H.  Rob¬ 
bins  and  Mrs.  Nancy  C.  Howard.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  G.  B.  Rickard,  though  not  members  of 
the  society,  rendered  active  aid,  and  subse¬ 
quently  Mrs.  Thomas  E.  Gotham  and  others 
joined  and  did  good  work.  In  the  meanwhile 
religious  services  were  being  held,  at  first 
in  the  school  building  which  is  now  the 
Catholic  Church,  and  later  in  Stewart’s  Hall, 
Elder  Wesley  E.  Robinson  being  the  first 
pastor.  Under  the  subsequent  pastorate  of 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Brown  the  church  edifice  was 
built  and  dedicated,  and  he  himself  took  an 
active  and  enthusiastic  part  in  bringing  the 
matter  to  a  consummation.  The  cornerstone 
was  laid  in  August,  1890,  but  it  was  a  year 
or  more  after  that  before  the  church  was 
finally  completed  and  dedicated.  The  build¬ 
ing  a  .frame  structure  with  a  stone  founda¬ 
tion,  was  improved  in  1914-16  by  the  addi¬ 
tion  of  a  basement.  A  long  succession  of 
pastors  followed  the  Revs.  Robinson  and 
Brown,  but  for  a  number  of  years  there  was 
no  regular  parsonage,  the  ministers  with 
their  families  occupying  rented  houses.  This 
proved  a  great  inconvenience,  as  at  times 
a  forced  removal  became  necessary  on  ac¬ 
count  of  a  change  of  ownership,  and  it  was 
finally  determined  to  build  a  pardbnage. 
Steps  were  accordingly  taken  to  raise  the 
necessary  funds,  which,  like  the  raising  of 
funds  for  the  building  of  the  church,  proved 
a  hard  task.  Mrs.  Eva  H.’  Banks,  wife  of 
E.  J.  Banks,  and  Mrs.  Thomas  E.  Gotham 
made  personal  solicitations,  not  only  in  Che¬ 
tek  but  in  the  surrounding  towns  and  vil¬ 
lages,  but  the  donations  came  slowly  and  In 
small  amounts.  The  Ep worth  League,  of 
which  Mrs.  Banks  was  then  president, 
raised  $75,  and  last,  in  1901,  the  parsonage 
was  built  at  a  cost  of  about  $800,  which 
was  about  half  what  it  would  cost  today. 
The  church  hAS  now  about  fifty  members, 
the  Sunday  school  enrollment  numbering 
about  fifty-five.  The  only  auxiliary  society 
at  present  is  the  Ladles’  Aid.  The  last  pas¬ 
tor,  the  Rev.  James  Irish,  after  serving  one 
year  up  to  August,  1921,  was  returned  and 
continued  here  until  October  when  he  left. 

The  Free  Methodist  Church  of  Chetek. — 
This  society  originated  In  Canton  more  than 
thirty  years  ago,  where,  after  holding  serv¬ 
ices  for  a  while  as  best  they  could,  the 
people  resolved  to  build  a  church  edifice. 
The  prime  mover  and  most  active  worker 
in  the  enterprise  was  the  Rev.  Mr.  Howe, 
who  himself  hauled  logs  from  the  woods, 
trimmed  and  sawed  them  and  did  other 
manual  labor.  Some  expense  was  necessar¬ 
ily  Incurred,  and  it  is  said,  that  when  the 
last  payment  became  due  and  there  was  no 
money  in  the  treasury,  Mr.  Howe  sold  his 
trunk,  watch  and  coat  to  raise  It.  In  course 
of  time  a  number  of  the  members  moved 
away,  and  there  being  not  enough  left  in 
Canton  to  keep  up  the  church  there,  the 
conference  gave  the  building  to  the  class  in 
Chetek,  to  which  place  most  of  them  had 
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come.  This  class  had  been  organized  about 
three  years  previously  by  the  Rev.  William 
Good,  who  served  the  Sioux  Creek  Church, 
and  for  the  first  year  held  its  meetings  in 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  then  for  two 
years  in  a  hall.  The  removal  of  the  building 
from  Canton  to  Chetek  was  not  effected 
without  some  difficulty,  as  the  trustees  of 
the  church,  believing  that  they  had  legal 
rights  in  it  amounting  to  ownership,  pro* 
tested  strongly  and  took  legal  action,  caus¬ 
ing  the  arrest  of  William  Bell,  who  had 
charge  of  the  teams  and  was  managing  the 
work.  He  was  released  by  the  court,  how¬ 
ever,  and  the  case  was  decided  in  favor  of 
the  Chetek  members.  The  building  was  re¬ 
moved  to  Chetek  in  sections,  the  events  thus 
described  taking  place  in  the  summer  of 
1909.  Mr.  Bell,  who  is  still  living,  was  then 
about  eighty  years  old,  and  it  is  said  that 
he  had  to  stand  some  Joking  from  his 
friends,  one  of  them,  R.  A.  Burton  of  Cam¬ 
eron,  remarking  that  he  never  expected  to 
see  an  old  and  respected  citizen  arrested  fon 
stealing  a  church.  At  that  time  the  church 
had  a  lady  pastor,  the  Rev.  Mattie  Stole, 
who  resided  in  Chetek  and  had  charge  of 
the  class  here.  She  remained  for  two  years 
longer  and  was  succeeded  in  the  pastorate 
by  the  Rev.  Edward  O.  Deitzman,  who 
served  one  year.  Then  the  Rev.  George 
Simpson  was  pastor  a  year,  and  after  that 
for  a  year  the  pulpit  was  vacant.  The  next 
pastor,  the  Rev.  W.  Carns,  served  three 
years,  and  his  successor,  Rev.  Edward  Wolff, 
for  the  same  length  of  time.  The  latter  was 
succeeded  by  Rev.  Prank  Wolff,  who  is  now 
in  the  second  year  of  his  pastorate  here. 
Before  the  church  was  removed  to  Chetek, 
a  parsonage  had  been  built  here  to  accom¬ 
modate  the  pastor  who  served  the  Free 
Methodist  Church  at  Sioux  Creek.  This  par¬ 
sonage  burned  down  six  years  ago,  after 
which  the  society  bought  the  building  now' 
in  use  for  that  purpose.  The  church  has  48 
members,  and  there  is  a  large  Sunday  school 
and  a  missionary  society,  the  active  mem¬ 
bers  of  which  are  ladies.  The  Free  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  at  Sioux  Creek,  on  account  of 
diminishing  membership,  finally  disbanded 
and  sold  their  building  to  the  Adventists. 

The  Advent  Christian  Church  of  Chetek 
was  organized  about  1884  or  1885  by  the 
Rev.  Charles  Slocum,  meetings  for  a  number 
of  years  being  held  in  private  houses  or  in 
a  hall.  Then  A.  El  Capener  donated  a  lot 
for  the  site  of  a  church  edifice  which  was 
erected  soon  after  and  is  the  building  now 
in  use.  Mr.  Slocum  remained  pastor  until 
shortly  before  his  death  in  February,  1904, 
and  his  successor  in  the  pastorate  was  the 
Rev.  W.  S.  Bowden,  who  served  one  year. 
Then  Rev.  T.  L.  Stephens  was  pastor  three 
years.  Rev.  C.  E.  Brown  about  two  years, 
and  Rev.  Joseph  A.  Parquette  for  about  two 
years.  Mr.  Parquette  was  succeeded  by  the 
present  pastor.  Rev.  George  J.  Holland,  who 
came  here  in  1916.  The  present  membership 
of  the  church  is  116;  the  Sunday  school  en¬ 
rollment  about  65.  There  is  a  society  of 
Loyal  Workers,  composed  of  young  people, 
and  a  Helpers’  Union,  composed  of  ladies, 
which  performs  the  functions  of  a  ladles’  aid 


society.  The  church  is  enjoying  a  healthy 
growth  and  is  one  of  the  most  active  in  the 
city. 

THe  Advent  Christian  Church  in  Dovre 
Township,  located  seven  miles  from  Chetek 
city,  on  the  line  between  Dovre  and  Dallas 
Townships,  was  organized  about  twelve 
years  ago  by  Rev.  T.  L.  Stephens,  the  build¬ 
ing,  a  small  frame  structure,  being  pur¬ 
chased  from  the  FYee  Methodists.  For  a  few 
years  the  congregation  was  served  by  the 
resident  pastor  of  Chetek,  and  at  one  time 
numbered  about  35  members,  but  in  1918, 
as  a  number  of  the  members  had  moved  to 
the  city,  the  society  disbanded  as  a  church 
organization  and  the  building  is  not  now  in 
use.  Th6  remaining  members,  however,  hold 
Sunday  school  in  the  district  schoolhouse. 
The  church  building,  when  belonging  to  the 
Free  Methodists,  was  sometimes  known  as 
the  Sioux  Creek  Methodist  Church. 

Reorganized  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  and 
Latter  Day  Saints. — This  society  was  organ¬ 
ized  at  Twin  Lakes,  Bloomer  Township, 
Chippewa  County,  Wis.,  July  31,  1893,  the 
first  members  being  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clayton 
Weetei,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Malr,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  James  Mair,  Sr.,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James 
Mair,  Jr.,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  McGinnis,  Le¬ 
roy  Colbert,  Orlando  Colbert,  P.  L.  Richard¬ 
son  and  others.  The  first  services  were  held 
in  schoolhouses  in  that  vicinity  and  were 
continued  there  until  the  church  was  trans¬ 
ferred  to  Chetek  about  fifteen  years  ago,  a 
number  of  the  members  having  come  here 
to  live.  A  lot  close  to  the  railroad  track  was 
donated  by  George  Clark,  Sr.,  and  the  pres¬ 
ent  church  edifice  erected.  In  course  of  time 
the  location  was  found  inconvenient,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  its  close  proximity  to  the  railroad, 
and  accordingly  about  three  years  ago  the 
building  was  moved  to  its  present  site  on  a 
lot  purchased  by  the  society.  At  the  same 
time  a  belfry  was  added  to  the  church  and 
a  basement  put  under  it.  With  these  im¬ 
provements  the  property  is  now  worth  about 
five  thousand  dollars.  Elder  P.  L.  Richard¬ 
son  was  the  first  pastor,  acting  in  that  ca¬ 
pacity  while  the  congregation  was  at  Twin 
Lakes  and  for  a  number  of  years  in  Chetek 
— about  fifteen  years  in  all.  About  three 
years  ago  Leroy  Colbert  became  pastor  and 
still  remains  so.  Other  officers  of  the  church 
are  as  follows:  Deacon,  Charles  Flynn; 
teachers,  James  Mair,  Jr.,  Austin  Johnson, 
George  Clark,  Jr.;  priests,  EYed  Nowak,  Mar¬ 
shall  Shedd,  George  Lafferty  and  M.  O. 
Shedd;  janitor,  Arthur  A.  Rich.  The  Religio 
Department  is  a  young  people’s  educational 
society.  There  is  also  a  Woman’s  Depart¬ 
ment  of  a  similar  character,  and  a  Sunday 
school  with  an  enrollment  of  about  one  hun¬ 
dred.  The  present  church  membership  Is 
237.  In  the  basement  of  the  church  Is  a 
kitchen  for  use  when  suppers  and  other  en¬ 
tertainments  are  held.  The  Sunday  school  is 
divided  Into  primary  and  senior  depart¬ 
ments.  Wednesday  night  prayer  meetings 
are  held  and  there  is  a  young  people’s 
prayer  meeting  at  9  o'clock  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing,  in  charge  of  Elder  F.  A.  Atwood.  In  the 
north  end  of  the  city.  Just  south  of  Long 
bridge,  is  a  piece  of  ground,  10  by  30  rods 
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in  dimensions,  owned  bj  the  Northern  Wis¬ 
consin  District,  which  is  fitted  up  for  a  sum¬ 
mer  meeting  place.  The  buildings  include 
an  auditorium,  refreshment  stand,  dining 
hall  and  a  cottage  for  ministers.  This  place 
is  known  as  L.  D.  S.  Reunion  Park,  and  serv- 
ices  are  held  here  once  a  year,  lasting  ten 
days,  beginning  in  the  latter  part  of  June 
and  continued  so  as  to  include  the  Fourth 
of  July,  when  special  services  are  held.  The 
people  come  from  various  places,  the  elders 
sometimes  from  as  far  as  Missouri  and  Illi¬ 
nois.  The  attendance  averages  about  three 
hundred,  and  as  many  as  forty  tents  are 
pitched  during  the  camping  season.  This 
property  is  valued  at  about  five  thousand 
dollars.  The  auditorium  is  the  largest  in 
town  and  is  used  also  for  large  general 
meetings,  such  as  memorial  services  and 
funerals. 

A  Cemetery  Association  was  organized  in 
Chetek  in  January,  1882.  Its  first  officers 
were:  C.  W.  Moore,  president;  W.  R.  Smith, 
secretary,  and  E.  J.  Banks,  treasurer.  Lake- 
view  Cemetery  is  situated  on  the  bank  of 
the  lake  and  contains  seventeen  and  one- 
half  acres.  It  is  a  place  of  natural  beauty, 
which  has  been  enhanced  by  the  improve¬ 
ments  that  have  been  made.  The  cemetery 
contains  some  very  fine  monuments.  M.  W. 
Hatch  is  now  president  of  the  Association, 
Byron  Carter  secretary  and  W.  J.  Burnham 
treasurer. 

Since  the  reorganization  of  the  National 
Guard  in  1920  a  militia  company  has  been 
organized  in  Chetek,  which  received  Fed¬ 
eral  recognition  and  was  mustered  in  on 
May  17,  1921.  The  organization  consists  of 
41  enlisted  men  commanded  by  First  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Merton  Martenson,  and  is  the  head¬ 
quarters  company  of  the  First  Battalion, 
First  Wisconsin  Infantry.  The  armory  In 
the  Opera  House  building  is  used  for  drill, 
and  the  company  contains  a  number  of 
high  school  boys  who  enjoy  the  drill  and 
profit  by  the  discipline.  The  company  spends 
two  weeks  of  each  year  at  Camp  Douglas. 

Albert  Weatherby  Post,  No.  128,  Chetek, 
was  organized  in  Moore  &  Regan’s  Hall, 
Chetek,  on  Tuesday  evening,  Jan.  16,  1884. 
The  charter  members  were  C.  W.  Moore, 
O.  J.  Hurlburt,  P.  Swansby,  D.  C.  Wood, 
M.  L.  Andrus,  F.  E.  Andrews,  Owen  Brady, 
C.  A.  Whitney,  C.  W.  Meadows,  I*  H.  Nich¬ 
ols,  O.  W.  Eighmy,  F.  J.  Banks,  B.  F.  Tyler, 
S.  W.  Briggs,  B.  L.  Eighmy,  L.  F.  Locke, 
H.  O.  Field,  A.  D.  Stacy,  S.  J.  Packard,  A.  M. 
White,  W.  H.  Hogeboom,  A.  J.  Barton,  G.  W. 
Sines,  A.  Richal,  William  F.  Colbert,  D.  M. 
Morley,  J.  Hanafain,  D.  A.  Russell,  C.  H. 
Swan,  E.  Millard,  H.  J.  Dixon,  M.  L.  Johnson, 
S.  N.  Blatchford  and  A.  S.  Jopp.  The  first 
officers  were  as  follows:  C.  W.  Moore,  P.  C.; 
A.  J.  Barton.  S.  V.  C.;  H.  J.  Dixon,  J.  V.  C.; 
A  S.  Jopp,  Adjt.;  L.  H.  Nichols,  Surg.;  S.  J. 
Packard,  Chap.;  C.  W.  Meadows,  Q.  M.; 
M.  L.  Andrus,  O.  D.;  S.  W.  BriggB,  O.  G.; 
S.  O.  Field,  S.  M.;  A.  M.  White,  Q.  M.  S.  The 
lapse  of  time  has  reduced  this  once  strong 
post  to  about  twenty  members,  fourteen  of 
whom  reside  In  the  city  and  the  rest  in  the 
country.  Those  now  living  in  the  city  are: 


F.  A.  McIntyre,  F.  W.  Barber,  Fred  Muse  us, 
W.  W.  Howard,  M.  Johnson,  W.  W.  Colbert, 
C.  Whitney,  A.  Golsby,  George  Clark,  J.  N. 
Simmons,  Benjamin  Dodge,  Albert  Calkins, 
Matthew  Reardon  and  J.  A.  Beebe.  F.  A. 
McIntyre  has  been  the  post  commander  for 
the  last  six  or  seven  years.  The  post  no 
longer  holds  regular  meetings,  but  is  now 
"on  call.”  It  participates  in  Memorial  Day 
services,  in  which  hereafter  the  American 
Legion  will  take  the  leading  part. 

Albert  Weatherby  Woman’s  Relief  Corps, 
No.  131,  was  organized  Nov.  6,  1897,  the 
charter  members  being:  Lidia  Leese,  Ellen 
Richal,  Mary  H.  Eighmy,  Melvina  Swansby, 
Edna  L.  Meadows,  Agnes  E.  Colbert,  Fannie 
Price,  Flora  Moore,  Ellen  Dixon,  Emily 
Reardon,  Christina  Whitney,  Alvina  Swans¬ 
by,  Alice  Mnseus,  Gertrude  Bull  and  Melvina 
Hewitt. 

Howard -Campbell  Post,  No.  179  American 
Legion,  was  organized  in  Chetek  in  Novem¬ 
ber,  1919,  by  Dr.  John  H.  Prill.  The  post 
derived  its  name  from  two  of  the  boys  who 
gave  their  lives  on  the  battlefields  of  France 
during  1918,  Fred  Howard  and  Oliver  Camp¬ 
bell.  Tbe  post  received  its  charter  on  De¬ 
cember  16,  which  was  signed  by  the  follow¬ 
ing  charter  members:  John  H.  Prill,  Edwin 
Williams,  Harold  Olson,  J.  E.  Harrison,  Ben 
Ganske,  Henry  Tiffany,  Leon  Olsen,  Orrin 
Robinson,  A.  W.  Smith,  Bennie  Knutson, 
Hans  BruBen,  Edwin  Vickery,  Ben  Gehler, 
Earl  Hutzler,  A1  Kraus,  Otto  Kinnitx,  Frank 
Barker,  Ben  Larson,  Loyd  Mogenson,  Arthur 
Nelson,  Claude  Olson,  Oscar  Slettin,  Gerold 
Thalocker,  Ray  Mair,  O.  L.  Frederlckson, 
George  McGinnis,  Henry  Anderson,  Ray¬ 
mond  Tiffany,  Ed  Hatcher,  Peter  Burke, 
William  Strong,  Rex  Pelton,  P.  E.  Andrus 
and  William  Koepp. 

Ben  Ganske  was  elected  commander; 
Emil  Harrison,  vice  commander;  A1  Kraus, 
adjutant;  Claude  Olson,  finance  officer;  Har¬ 
old  Olson,  historian;  Alfred  Smith,  chap¬ 
lain;  Dahl  Anderson,  sergeant-at-arms. 

For  the  next  year  the  post  met  at  Dr. 
Prill’s  offices,  as  no  clubrooms  had  been 
provided.  Tbe  next  year  the  following  offi¬ 
cers  were  elected:  John  H.  Prill,  command¬ 
er;  A.  W.  Smith,  adjutant;  O.  H.  Robinson, 
finance  officer;  Harold  Olson,  historian; 
Henry  Tiffany,  chaplain;  Raymond  Tiffany, 
sergeant-at-arms,  and  Earl  Hatzler,  orderly. 

Since  the  organization  of  the  post  in  1919 
the  membership  has  increased  from  84  char¬ 
ter  members  to  over  100  members.  Tbe 
meetings  have  been  held  the  first  and  third 
Tuesdays  of  each  month,  and  since  the  or¬ 
ganization  of  the  Headquarters  Company, 
First  Infantry,  at  Chetek.  the  American  Le¬ 
gion  holds  its  meetings  at  the  armory.  Since 
the  post  was  organized  they  have  done  much 
good  in  the  community.  They  have  helped 
several  ex-service  men  to  regain  the  foot¬ 
hold  they  had  had  before  the  war,  and  have 
been  of  great  service  to  many  transient  ex- 
service  men.  Several  of  the  bodies  of  the 
Chetek  boys  who  were  killed  overseas  have 
been  returned  to  Chetek  for  burial,  and  the 
burials  were  all  held  under  the  auspices  of 
the  American  Legion.  Several  of  the  G.  A.  R. 
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veterans  have  passed  on  during  the  last  two 
years,  and  the  Legion  assumed  charge  of 
their  services,  owing  to  the  sadly  depleted 
membership  of  the  G.  A.  R.  Albert  Weath- 
erby  Post 

The  Howard-Campbell  Post  put  Chetek  on 
the  athletic  map  last  year  (1920)  by  defeat¬ 
ing  in  basketball  such  cities  as  Rice  Lake, 
Ladysmith,  Barron,  Spooner,  Sparta,  Eau 
Claire,  Thorpe  and  others.  This  year  tho 
Legion  Post  have  defeated  all  the  teams 
they  have  played  against  and  expect  to  have 
another  championship  team.  The  following 
members  of  the  post  represent  the  team: 
Rich  Hoffman.  Ben  Ganske,  Leo  Callahan, 
Leon  Olsen,  Orrin  Robinson,  Fritz  Kinnitz 
and  Hugh  Malr. 

The  following  are  the  service  records  of 
the  two  soldier  boys  for  whom  the  post  was 
named: 

Fred  Winfield  Howard  enlisted  in  the 
United  States  service  May  1,  1917,  and  was 
killed  in  action  May  15,  1918.  His  story  is 
found  in  the  biographical  department  in  this 
work. 

Oliver  Philip  Campbell  enlisted  May  14, 
1917,  and  trained  at  Camp  Douglas,  Wls., 
and  Camp  McArthur,  Tex.  He  was  first  a 
member  of  Company  L,  128th  Regiment 
(Third  Wisconsin)  of  the  National  Army, 
and  as  such  went  overseas,  sailing  for 
France  about  Feb.  20,  1918,  and  landing 
March  4.  There  he  was  transferred  to  Com¬ 
pany  E,  128th  Infantry.  He  was  killed  at 
Soissons,  July  18,  1918. 

Chetek  Lodge,  No.  309,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  was 
organized  Dec.  22,  1879,  the  charter  mem¬ 
bers  being  Dr.  Abel  Bailey,  M.  C.  Hill,  A.  M. 
Hill,  August  Haiden  and  D.  C.  Wood.  Dr. 
Bailey  was  the  first  Noble  Grand.  The  lodge 
was  organized  in  what  is  now  a  part  of  the 
W.  J.  Burnham  furniture  store,  but  later  it 
was  moved  to  the  upper  part  of  the  build¬ 
ing  now  occupied  by  the  Johnson  Bros.' 
garage.  In  1890  the  Odd  Fellows  built  a  hall 
on  the  site  now  occupied  by  the  Tiffany 
garage  and  it  was  used  by  the  lodge,  and 
also  by  the  Rebekahs  until  it  burned  down 
about  1906.  Then  the  Odd  Fellows'  lodge 
took  up  its  quarters  in  the  store  of  Byron 
Carter  In  the  north  end  of  the  town.  Some¬ 
where  between  six  months  and  a  year  later 
the  present  Johnson  garage  building  was 
purchased  and  was  occupied  until  about  four 
years  ago,  when  the  Odd  Fellows  bought  the 
C.  W.  Moore  building,  where  they  have  since 
had  their  quarters.  The  upper  floor  is  used 
for  the  lodge  room  and  the  lower  aB  a  ban¬ 
quet  hall.  Meetings  are  held  every  Thurs¬ 
day  night.  The  present  membership  is  about 
110. 

There  have  been  two  Rebekah  lodges  in 
Chetek,  the  first  of  which  was  institued  in 
1891.  Those  most  active  in  its  organization 
were  Ellen  Richal,  Minnie  Hanson,  Louise 
Peterson,  Catherine  Peterson,  Clara  Gilbert 
and  Bertha  Ganske.  When  the  Odd  Fellows' 
Hall  was  burned  the  Rebekahs  lost  'all  their 
equipment,  which  caused  the  lodge  to  be 
suspended.  The  present  Rebekah  lodge, 
known  as  Lake  View  Rebekah  Lodge,  No.  99, 
was  Instituted  July  18,  1912,  with  the  follow¬ 


ing  charter  members:  Rose  Sines,  Oscar  O. 
Rude,  Eunice  L.  Dodge,  Louis  Francois, 
Minnie  Lata  haw,  David  S.  Wear,  Louise  B. 
Mogenson,  David  W.  Dodge,  Belle  Hunt, 
Grant  U.  Hunt,  Martha  Johnson,  Alma  Rich¬ 
ards.  Dayton  C.  Latshaw,  Laura  Breda,  Ber¬ 
tha  Dodge,  Sarah  Campbell,  Daisy  Wear, 
Alma  Mogenson  and  Laura  Peterson.  This 
lodge  is  an  active  organization  with  48  mem¬ 
bers. 

Lodge  No.  130  of  the  Scandinavlan-Amer- 
lean  Fraternity  was  organized  in  Chetek  in 
1893.  Among  the  organizers  were:  Oscar  C. 
Hanson,  Thom  Thompson,  Frits  Nelson, 
Louis  Paulsrud,  Albert  Tiller  and  Edmund 
Eng.  The  lodge  has  now  nearly  200  mem¬ 
bers  and  is  the  largest  and  best  attended 
lodge  in  the  city.  Meetings  are  held  in  the 
Odd  Fellows’  Hall  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  each  month,  and  are  made 
additionally  Interesting  and  attractive  by 
the  serving  of  refreshments.  Many  of  the 
members  live  in  the  surrounding  country, 
especially  in  Dovre  Township. 

Chetek  Lodge,  No.  274,  Mystic  Workers, 
was  organized  March  26,  1901,  the  charter 
members  being  D.  W.  Dodge,  Sarah  L.  Camp¬ 
bell,  Fred  Hanson,  Byron  Carter,  Eugene 
McCumber,  Warren  C.  Slayton,  Alfred  C. 
Cole,  Fred  W.  Slayton  and  Charles  O.  Cole. 
This  lodge  has  now  about  80  members.  Meet¬ 
ings  are  held  once  a  week  in  a  rented  hall. 

Chetek  Tent,  No.  48,  Knights  of  the  Mac¬ 
cabees,  was  instituted  Jan.  29,  1898,  with 
the  following  charter  members:  F.  W. 
Zieseness,  Byron  Carter,  W.  H.  Ross,  Fred 
Hanson,  W.  G.  Malcolm,  Geo.  Flanders,  Clay¬ 
ton  Dodge,  Rasmus  Johnson,  John  Knight, 
Charles  N.  Strong,  Frank  E.  Elwood  and 
Christ  Johnson.  The  organization  was  un¬ 
usually  strong  for  many  years,  having  more 
than  one  hundred  members,  but  for  the  last 
few  years  has  been  decidedly  inactive,  not 
holding  regular  meetings.  The  membership 
is  about  24. 

Lakeside  Camp,  No.  2347,  Modern  Wood¬ 
men  of  America,  was  instituted  Aug.  27, 
1898,  the  following  members  being  active  in 
its  organization:  J.  W.  Bell,  J.  A.  Patchln, 
Byron  Carter.  C.  J.  Nelson,  E.  F.  Museus, 
Dr.  G.  C.  Devine  and  F.  W.  Ziesenis.  It  has 
been  an  active  organization  and  has  at 
present  115  members. 

Golden  Rod  Camp,  No.  1838,  Royal  Neigh¬ 
bors,  was  instituted  Aug.  31,  1899,  with  Fan¬ 
nie  Bell,  Eliza  Burnham,  Chloe  Patchln, 
Minnie  Bethel,  Mabel  Ross,  Emma  Albrecht, 
Minnie  Tait  and  Charlotte  Babcock  as  char¬ 
ter  members,  besides  some  male  members. 
This  camp  also  is  active  and  holds  regular 
meetings.  Its  present  membership  is  sixty- 
four. 

Chetek  Lodge,  No.  277,  F.  &  A.  M..  was 
organized  June  12,  1902  and  was  institued 
by  S.  E.  Washburn,  W.  M.,  of  Barron  Lodge. 
The  first  ofllcers  were:  Walter  Speed,  W. 
M.;  C.  Bruson,  S.  W.;  J.  C.  Phillips,  J.  W.; 
C.  A.  Flano,  S.  D.;  Fred  Hanson,  J.  D.; 
C.  W.  Meadows,  Sec„  and  C.  F.  Culver. 
Treas.  The  lodge  -has  continued  to  flourish 
and  holds  its  regular  meetings  in  the  opera 
house  building. 
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CHAPTER  XXII. 
TURTLE  LAKE  VILLAGE. 


The  Incorporated  village  of  Turtle  Lake 
Is  situated  in  Sections  30  and  31,  town  34 
north,  range  14  west  (Almena  Township). 
The  ground  on  which  it  stands  is  for  the 
most  part  flat,  though  the  surface  of  the 
surrounding  country  is  rolling.  Close  to  the 
village  on  the  northeast  is  Hillman  Lake, 
which  has  a  width  of  half  a  mile — the  aver¬ 
age  width  of  the  lakes  in  this  vicinity — 
while  more  directly  east  is  Long  Lake, 
markod  on  some  maps  as  a  swamp.  From 
the  north  to  the  southeast,  at  an  average 
distance  of  three  miles  from  the  village, 
there  stretches  a  chain  of  larger  lakes. 
Horseshoe  Lake,  the  farthest  to  the  north, 
and  extending  westward  into  Polk  County, 
Is  a  popular  summer  resort.  Just  to  the  east 
of  it,  in  Section  8,  is  a  smaller  body  of  water 
of  triangular  shape,  which  is  designated  as 
Echo  Lake  on  the  map  but  is  often  called 
Bear  Lake  by  the  old  settlers.  To  the  south¬ 
east  lies  Upper  Turtle  Lake,  two  miles  long, 
and  farther  south  is  Lower  Turtle  Lake,  with 
a  length  of  a  mile  and  a  half,  which  extends 
a  short  distance  into  Turtle  Lake  Town¬ 
ship.  This  region  is  covered  with  fertile 
farms,  on  which  stock  raising,  dairying  and 
general  farming  are  extensively  carried  on. 

Some  forty  years  ago,  or  more,  the  site 
of  the  village  was  surrounded  on  all  sides 
by  forests  of  pine  and  hardwood  timber, 
which  attracted  the  attention  of  Stephen  F. 
Richardson,  who  in  1879  erected  a  sawmill 
here  and  began  lumbering.  In  1884  he  sold 
the  mill  to  his  brother,  Joel  Richardson,  who 
operated  it  until  Allen,  Moon  &  Co.  of  St. 
Paul  and  J.  W.  McCoy  of  New  Richmond 
foreclosed  some  mortgages  they  held  on  the 
plant,  when  it  was  sold  in  1890  to  the  Parr 
Manufacturing  Co.  of  Barron  and  removed 
to  that  city.  While  it  flourished  here  this 
mill  gave  employment  to  a  large  force  of 
workmen. 

In  the  early  eighties  Joel  Richardson 
kept  the  only  store  in  the  village,  the  other 
places  of  business,  aside  from  the  mill, 
being  a  hotel  and  two  saloons.  The  resi¬ 
dence  of  James  R.  Kelly  stood  on  a  hill  to 
the  west,  and  a  few  small  houses  were  scat¬ 
tered  over  the  site  of  the  village.  Stephen 
F.  Richardson  was  the  first  postmaster,  the 
office  being  established  in  1879.  The  first 
hotel  in  the  village  was  erected  by  C.  W. 
Haskins  in  1881  and  bore  his  name.  He 
managed  it  until  it  was  destroyed  by  fire  in 
the  fall  of  1888.  A  new  handsome  frame 
building  was  put  up  in  its  place  by  W.  W. 
Fisk  and  named  after  him. 

In  1890  J.  W.  Stone  erected  a  shingle  mill, 
feed  mill  and  sawmill,  the  last  mentioned 
with  a  capacity  of  30,000  feet  a  day.  The 
shingle  mill  plant  was  sold  to  the  Parr  Man¬ 
ufacturing  Co.  and  removed  to  Barron  in  the 
spring  of  1891. 

In  the  spring  of  1877  the  eastern  terminus 
of  the  “Omaha”  railroad  was  at  Clayton, 
Polk  County,  and  its  construction  was  con¬ 
tinued  north  through  Turtle  Lake  that  sum¬ 


mer.  Trains  were  run  to  Turtle  Lake  and 
northward  to  Cumberland  in  1878. 

The  construction  of  the  “Soo”  railroad 
was  started  from  Turtle  Lake  Village  In 
1884,  headquarters  being  established  here. 
That  year  it  was  built  east  as  far  as  Bruce, 
and  in  the  following  year  It  was  built  west 
to  the  Twin  Cities  and  its  construction  con¬ 
tinued  east  as  far  as  Rhinelander.  The  two 
roads  forming  a  junction  here,  a  joint  depot 
was  built  in  1884  and  J.  H.  Bunker,  now 
postmaster  of  Turtle  Lake,  was  the  station 
agent. 

The  growth  of  the  village  was  slow  and 
devoid  of  "boom”  features,  the  Richardson 
sawmill  for  a  number  of  years  being  the 
principal  industry.  About  one-half  of  the 
loggers  were  Indians,  who  had  their  wig¬ 
wams  chiefly  on  Bear  Lake  and  Lower  Tur¬ 
tle  Lake,  with  some  on  Upper  Turtle  Lake. 
They  sometimes  held  pow-wows,  which  were 
picturesque  and  animated  spectacles,  largely 
attended  from  motives  of  curiosity  and  en¬ 
tertainment  by  the  white  settlers.  Some  of 
the  white  men  married  Indian  women,  and 
some  of  the  halfbreed  stock  resulting  from 
these  marriages  are  still  living  in  the  vicin¬ 
ity  of  the  village.  These  halfbreeds  worked 
in.  the  mill  as  well  as  at  logging. 

On  Jan.  2, 1886,  the  village  of  Turtle  Lake 
was  platted,  on  land  of  Joel  Richardson,  by 
Worthy  A.  Prentice,  surveyor,  now  residing 
in  Clayton.  Polk  County.  A  month  previ¬ 
ously,  on  Dec.  6,  1884,  the  railroad  addition 
had  been  platted  by  the  Sault  Ste.  Marie 
Land  &  Improvement  Company.  The  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  north  near  the  Omaha  tracks 
was  made  several  years  later  on  the  north¬ 
west  quarter  of  the  northeast  quarter  of 
Section  30. 

The  second  store  to  be  opened  in  the 
village  was  that  of  Webb  ft  Wickenburg, 
the  partners  being  Herbert  Webb  and  Frank 
C.  Wickenburg.  About  1886  Mr.  Wickenburg 
bought  out  his  partner  and  conducted  busi¬ 
ness  alone  until  the  following  year,  when 
his  store  took  Are  and  burned  down.  J.  H. 
Bunker,  who  was  then  working  for  Mr. 
Wickenburg  and  was  also  town  clerk,  kept 
the  township  records  in  the  store  and  they 
were  destroyed  in  the  fire.  Turtle  Lake  and 
Almena  were  then  one  township.  The  next 
year  Mr.  Wickenburg  and  Mr.  Bunker  be¬ 
came  partners  and  so  remained  for  fifteen 
years  subsequently.  Mr.  Wickenburg  built 
the  store  now  occupied  by  A.  O.  Blix,  though 
the  building  has  since  been  enlarged. 

Though,  on  the  authority  of  the  poet  "Dis¬ 
tance  lends  enchantment  to  the  view,”  and 
Invests  bygone  scenes  and  events  with  the 
delusive  atmosphere  of  romance,  the  actual 
life  of  the  early  settlers  was  to  them,  as 
it  doubtless  was  to  the  ancient  Greeks  or 
Egyptians,  a  humdrum  affair  of  daily  rou¬ 
tine,  more  or  less  strenuous,  in  the  strug¬ 
gle  for  a  living.  One  of  the  events  which 
occasionally  broke  the  monotony  was  an 
election.  The  two  well  known  lumbermen. 
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Joel  Richardson  and  John  Perley,  were,  as 
a  rule,  on  opposite  sides  of  the  political 
fence  and  each  worked  hard  for  the  candi¬ 
date  he  favored.  It  is  said  that  shortly  be¬ 
fore  election  day  Mr.  Perley  used  to  pass 
the  word  around  to  his  employes  as  to  how 
he  would  like  them  to  vote,  and  that  the  lat¬ 
ter,  alive  to  their  own  immediate  interests, 
rarely  disregarded  his  wishes. 

The  voting  place  was  then  at  Perley,  and 
men  from  Turtle  Lake  used  to  go  there  to 
cast  their  ballots,  driving  in  with  teams 
at  first  and  later  using  the  railroad.  Need¬ 
less  to  say,  those  not  intending  to  vote  for 
the  candidates  favored  by  the  Perley  in¬ 
terests,  literally  found  themselves  in  the 
enemy’s  camp.  This  made  Perley  a  lively 
place.  After  four  or  five  years  the  district 
was  divided  and  each  township — Turtle 
Lake  and  Almena — had  its  own  voting 
place. 

In  1898,  when  the  population  of  Turtle 
Lake  Village,  according  to  a  census  taken, 
was  331,  application  was  made  for  its  in¬ 
corporation.  This  application  was  signed 
by  David  Stratton,  W.  W.  West,  Frank  E. 
Fisk,  Gust  Scheunemann,  F.  A.  Partlow 
and  E.  A.  Palmer.  It  was  presented  to  the 
court  April  12  and  was  favorably  acted 
upon  that  day  by  Judge  A.  J.  Venge,  and 
an  election  ordered.  The  election  was  duly 
held  May  10,  1898  and  everyone  of  the  67 
votes  cast  were  in  favor  of  the  incorpora¬ 
tion.  Thereupon  the  incorporation  went 
into  effect  on  that  date. 

On  April  1,  1901,  there  was  considerable 
excitement  in  the  village  .when  a  “Soo" 
train  struck  an  “Omaha”  train  at  the  cross¬ 
ing,  throwing  it  into  the  station,  which  took 
fire  and  was  burned.  A  few  people  were 
hurt  but  no  one  killed.  The  present  pas¬ 
senger  station,  used  by  both  roads,  like 
the  first,  was  built  immediately  after  the 
accident. 

The  passing  years  brought  an  Increase 
of  population,  both  from  within  and  with- 
tout,  and  broadened  opportunity  through 
the  birth  of  new  interests.  Though  the 
lumber  industry  gradually  dwindled  and 
finally  disappeared,  other  enterprises  took 
its  place,  new  stores  and  business  houses 
appeared,  and  the  village  fathers  found 
occupation  in  ensuring  orderly  government 
and  providing  for  public  utilities  and  gen¬ 
eral  local  Improvement. 

The  water  supply  of  the  village,  prior 
to  the  year  1913,  was  derived  directly  from 
wells,  one  of  which,  known  as  the  “town 
well”,  was  used  for  general  purposes.  The 
only  protection  against  fire  was  a  chemical 
engine.  Then  a  tank  of  36,000  gallon  ca¬ 
pacity  was  erected,  into  which  water  was 
pumped  from  a  well  739  feet  deep  by  a 
gasoline  engine,  and  thence  distributed 
through  mains  and  pipes.  This  tank  is  still 
in  service,  but  an  electric  motor  is  now 
need  for  pumping,  the  gasoline  engine  being 
held  in  reserve  for  emergencies.  The  orig¬ 
inal  cost  of  Installing  the  present  system 
was  about  810,000,  but  much  more  has  been 
since  expended  for  the  extension  of  mains, 
pipes  and  hydrants,  affording  a  good  water 


supply  for  domestic  and  business  purposes 
and  also  for  fire  protection. 

The  fire  department  is  a  voluntary  or¬ 
ganization  of  about  25  members,  with 
James  Gaffney  as  the  present  chief.  No 
regular  fire  engine  is  necessary,  as  sufll- 
cient  pressure  is  derived  from  the  village 
tank.  The  apparatus  includes  a  chemical, 
hose  cart,  and  hook  and  ladder.  The  upper 
part  of  the  building  occupied  by  the  de¬ 
partment  is  used  for  public  meetings. 

The  village  enjoys  the  advantage  of  elec¬ 
tric  lighting,  the  power  being  furnished  by 
the  Apple  River  Milling  Co.,  whose  plant 
is  located  on  Apple  River,  at  Little  Falls, 
Wisconsin. 

Street  grading  has  not  been  forgotten, 
and  in  1920  the  main  streets  were  paved 
with  eight-inch  bedded  gravel.  The  popu¬ 
lation  of  the  village  is  now  about  750. 

The  business  enterprises  of  Turtle  Lake 
include  a  co-operative  creamery  and  cheese 
factory  combined,  a  pea  canning  factory,  a 
pickling  plant,  two  banks,  a  newspaper, 
theatre,  telephone  plant,  three  general 
stores,  two  oil  supply  depots,  five  hotels, 
two  photograph  studios,  a  lumber  yard, 
two  restaurants,  two  real  estate  firms,  two 
meat  markets,  two  hardware  stores,  two 
blacksmith  shops,  two  garages,  a  harness 
and  shoe  shop,  an  undertaking  establish¬ 
ment,  a  tailor  shop,  livery  barn,  drug  store, 
Jewelry  store,  billiard  ball  and  barber  shops. 
On  Hillman  Lake  the  Youngberg  Brothers 
have  an  ice  house  from  which  they  supply 
the  village.  Some  of  the  more  important 
enterprises  deserve  special  mention. 

The  Turtle  Lake  Co-operative  Creamery 
Association,  as  now  constituted,  was  incor¬ 
porated  in  1916,  but  its  real  origin  dates 
back  about  twenty  years,  at  which  time  the 
farmers  in  this  vicinity  met  and  established 
a  creamery  association,  in  which  they  sold 
shares.  Having  built  a  factory  at  an  ex¬ 
pense  of  $5,000,  they  commenced  operations, 
carrying  on  the  business  for  several  years; 
but  as  little  systematic  dairying  had  hith¬ 
erto  been  done  in  this  locality,  they  failed 
to  make  a  success  of  it,  and  in  the  spring 
of  1905  sold  the  plant  for  $2,000  to  Gust 
Scheunemann.  Mr.  Scheunemann,  on  taking 
hold  of  it  made  some  important  improve¬ 
ments,  installing  a  cooler  at  a  cost  of  $1,500, 
and  spending  $500  more  in  raising  the 
boilers  and  making  other  changes.  He  had 
expected  the  aid  and  co-operation  of  the 
farmers,  but  having  lost  confidence  as  the 
result  of  their  own  lack  of  success,  they 
failed  to  help  and  even  discouraged  the  en¬ 
terprise.  He  was  also  handicapped  by  the 
competition  of  the  creamery  at  Almena, 
the  proprietor  of  which,  in  his  solicitation 
of  patronage,  invaded  Turtle  Lake  terri¬ 
tory.  In  order  to  Interest  the  farmers 
around  Turtle  Lake  in  the  home  institution, 
Mr.  Scheunemann  bought  half  a  carload  of 
separators,  of  which  they  then  had  none, 
and  peddled  them  around,  also  selling  them 
at  Almena  and  elsewhere  on  monthly  in¬ 
stallments,  accepting  payment  in  cream.  In 
this  way  he  began  to  get  patronage,  even 
from  territory  around  Almena,  and  was 
soon  making  on  an  average  of  77  tubs  of 
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batter  a  week.  The  farmers  now  began  to 
take  an  Interest  and  sought  to  buy  shares. 
After  operating  the  plant  for  two  years,  Mr. 
Scheunemann  sold  it  for  nearly  $7,000  to 
Bondeson  &  Gerland  of  Rice  Lake,  who 
then  took  hold  of  it,  Mr.  Gerland  furnishing 
the  capital  and  Mr.  Bondeson  acting  as 
manager.  After  a  year  or  two,  Ernst  W. 
Shiel  became  butter  maker  and  manager. 
About  1910-11  Mr.  Shiel  bought  the  plant 
from  Mr.  Gerland  and  for  awhile  did  all 
the  work,  making  a  number  of  improve¬ 
ments,  and  adding  the  manufacture  of  ice 
cream  to  his  other  business. 

In  the  meanwhile  the  farmers  decided  that 
a  co-operative  creamery  could  be  made  to 
pay  if  properly  managed,  took  steps  toward 
creating  a  new  organization  of  their  own, 
and  hired  two  men  to  sell  stock  in  it.  They 
then  approached  him  with  an  offer  to  buy. 
The  sum  he  demanded,  $10,000,  being  con¬ 
sidered  too  high,  they  employed  appraisers 
to  determine  the  value  of  the  property.  The 
result  of  this  move  proved  a  surprise  to 
them,  as  the  appraisers  placed  the  value 
at  $14,000.  On  Dec.  1,  1916,  the  farmers 
purchased  the  creamery  from  Mr.  Shiel, 
and  the  Turtle  Lake  Co-operative  Creamery 
Association  was  incorporated  with  a  cap¬ 
ital  of  $15,000.  The  business  for  the  first 
year  amounted  to  $99,000.  About  three 
years  ago,  when  the  manufacture  of  cheese 
became  profitable,  the  necessary  machinery 
for  its  production  was  put  in,  and  the 
farmers  then  received  more  money  for 
.their  butter  fat.  Anton  Hennlich,  the  last 
cheese  maker  employed,  left  in  the  latter 
part  of  July,  1921,  and  at  present  the  fac¬ 
tory  is  making  only  butter.  During  the 
year  1920,  the  factory  was  operated  only 
six  months,  though  milk  was  received  for 
nine  months,  the  surplus  being  disposed  of 
in  Minneapolis.  The  amount  of  milk  re¬ 
ceived  for  cheese  amounted  to  1,007,433 
pounds,  the  amount  of  cream  received  for 
butter  being  505,696  pounds.  The  amount 
of  cheese  manufactured  was  about  86,000 
pounds,  and  the  amount  of  butter,  177,229 
pounds,  of  which  latter  commodity  48,000 
pounds  were  sold  locally,  the  balance  being 
shipped  to  Chicago  and  New  York.  During 
the  year  the  factory  had  an  average  of  133 
patrons,  who  were  paid  for  milk  and  cream 
delivered  the  total  sum  of  $108,786.43.  The 
total  amount  of  business  for  the  year  was 
nearly  $140,000. 

The  officers  of  the  company  in  1921  were 
•as  follows:  C.  D.  Cochran,  president  and 
manager;  C.  Neuenfeldt,  secretary;  Ed¬ 
ward  Pfeifer  (who  became  connected  with 
the  creamery  in  1918),  assistant  secretary 
and  assistant  manager;  O.  P.  Scheunemann, 
treasurer,  and  William  Nichols,  creamery 
operator.  The  directors  were  C.  D.  Coch¬ 
ran,  C.  Neuenfeldt,  Martin  Schramske,  R. 
Fredericks,  C.  A.  Youngberg  and  Jess 
Young. 

The  Bank  of  Turtle  Lake  was  incorpo¬ 
rated  March  17,  1900,  and  opened  Its  doors 
for  business  July  2,  1900,  in  a  small  wooden 
shack  on  Paul  street.  The  organizers  were 
F.  C.  Wickenberg,  John  H.  Bunker,  L.  M. 
Richardson  and  Francis  G.  McKenzie.  The 


first  officers  were:  President,  L.  M.  Rich¬ 
ardson;  vice  president,  J.  H.  Bunker;  cash¬ 
ier.  Francis  G.  McKenzie.  The  first  board 
of  directors  consisted  of  J.  H.  Bunker,  L. 
M.  Richardson  and  F.  C.  Wlckenburg.  The 
first  officers  are  still  serving.  On  Oct.  2, 
1901,  Katie  Bunker  was  elected  director  to 
succeed  F.  C.  Wlckenburg  who  had  resigned. 
She  has  held  the  position  ever  since.  On 
April  17.  1905,  the  capital  was  reduced  to 
$10,000,  at  which  it  now  stands,  there  being 
a  surplus  of  $2,000.  The  present  sightly 
banking  house  was  erected  in  1901,  and 
opened  for  business  in  November  of  that 
year.  The  bank  carries  deposits  of  about 
a  quarter  of  a  million  dollars. 

The  location  of  this  bank  seems  to  have 
made  a  strong  appeal  to  criminals.  In 
1901,  just  before  the  new  building  was 
occupied,  an  attempt  at  robbery  was  made, 
but  was  frustrated.  On  Oct.  10,  1919, 
burglars  succeeded  in  getting  away  with 
$5,000,  but  the  bank  lost  nothing  as  it  car¬ 
ried  sufficient  insurance.  The  money  was 
obtained  by  blowing  the  safe.  The  vil¬ 
lagers  were  aroused  and  a  number  of  shoU 
were  fired,  but  the  yeggs  succeeded  in  mak¬ 
ing  their  escape.  One  citizen,  Sidney 
Ward,  was  shot  and  killed  by  the  bandits. 

The  Security  State  Bank  of  Turtle  Lake 
was  organized  and  incorporated  in  Novem¬ 
ber,  1916,  by  T.  A.  Birch,  Frank  E,  Fisk 
and  others,  with  a  capital  of  $12,000.  The 
bank  opened  its  doors  for  business  about 
Feb.  1,  1917,  in  temporary  quarters  at  the 
location  of  the  old  Commercial  Hotel.  The 
first  officers  were:  L.  H.  Rivard,  president; 
Axel  Johnson,  vice  president,  and  T.  A. 
Birch,  cashier.  This  official  board  was  con¬ 
tinued  until  May,  1921,  when  T.  A.  Birch 
was  succeeded  as  cashier  by  N.  P.  Swan¬ 
son,  who  now  holds  that  office,  the  other 
officers  being  the  same  as  at  first.  The 
present  board  of  directors  is  composed  of 
L.  H.  Rivard,  Axel  Johnson,  Charles  Hll- 
big,  G.  A.  Peterson  and  Paul  Richter.  No 
change  has  been  made  in  the  amount  of 
capital  stock.  Nov.  1,  1921,  the  surplus 
was  $1,300.  In  the  fall  of  1917  the  bank 
erected  the  one-story  brick  building  which 
it  now  occupies,  situated  at  the  corner  of 
Main  street  and  Railroad  avenue. 

The  telephone  system  of  Turtle  Lake  is 
owned  by  John  Prosser.  The  City  Tele¬ 
phone  Co.  was  Incorporated  Jan.  20,  1904, 
by  Frank  E.  Fisk,  John  Hogan  and  W.  W. 
Fisk.  The  Turtle  Lake  Telephone  Co.  was 
Incorporated  June  19,  1918,  by  L.  H.  Rivard. 
B.  A.  Pieser,  R.  E.  Dusel  and  W.  S.  Da¬ 
vison  for  the  purpose  of  buying  the  City 
Telephone  Co.  The  deal  was  not  carried 
through,  however,  and  the  stockholders  of 
the  Turtle  Lake  Telephone  Co.  withdrew 
their  Investments.  The  City  Telephone  Co. 
was  sold  Feb.  9,  1920;  to  John  Prosser,  the 
present  owner  and  manager.  The  territory 
covered  by  the  system  includes  about  fif¬ 
teen  square  miles,  mostly  in  Almena  and 
Turtle  Lake  Townships,  Barron  County,  and 
Beaver  Township,  Polk  County.  This  rep¬ 
resents  about  eighty  miles  of  pole  lines 
and  about  $36  phones,  with  Turtle  Lake  Vil¬ 
lage  as  the  center.  The  office  is  located  in 
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a  brick  building  owned  by  Mr.  Prosser,  wbo 
came  to  Barron  County  from  Minnesota  in 
1900. 

In  1911  the  Wisconsin  Pea  Canning  Co. 
established  a  factory  at  Turtle  Lake,  the 
plant,  including  the  ground,  covering  two 
and  a  quarter  acres.  The  product  handled 
Is  confined  to  peas,  the  factory  operating 
from  one  month  to  six  weeks  each  year, 
during  which  time  about  125  hands  are  em¬ 
ployed.  The  amount  canned  in  1919  was 
60,000  cases,  and  in  1920,  41,000  cases.  Be¬ 
sides  Turtle  Lake  the  company  has  facto¬ 
ries  at  Amery,  Manitowoc,  Sheboygan  and 
Two  Rivers.  For  the  last  five  years  Bert 
Chambers  has  been  manager  of  the  Turtle 
Lake  factory. 

The  Pickle  Station  located  near  the  rail¬ 
road  depot  is  owned  by  M.  A.  Gedney  of 
Minneapolis,  who  buys  cucumbers  from  the 
farmers,  salts  them  and  sends  them  to  Min¬ 
neapolis,  where  they  are  bottled.  Henry 
Wolff  was  manager  here  for  Beven  years 
until  three  years  ago,  and  since  then  the 
manager  has  been  George  Fowler. 

The  Farmers  Co-operative  Shipping  As¬ 
sociation  of  Turtle  Lake  was  organized  Aug. 
24,  1920,  by  the  farmers  of  the  vicinity  for 
the  purpose  of  shipping  stock  and  handling 
farm  supplies.  During  the  year  1920  the 
Association  shipped  42  cars  of  stock,  the 
gross  receipts  amounting  to  620,000.  The 
cattle  and  hogs  shipped  took  40  cars,  while 
there  were  two  cars  of  sheep.  The  ex¬ 
pense  of  shipping  was  about  fl.900.  includ¬ 
ing  freight  rates  and  commission.  The  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  Association  in  1920  were:  J.  J. 
Golden,  president;  Fred  Klockerman,  vice 
president;  T.  A.  Birch,  manager,  and.O.  F. 
Scheunemann,  treasurer.  In  1921  the  offi¬ 
cers  were  the  same  except  that  Mr.  Bircn 
was  no  longer  connected  with  the  Associa¬ 
tion,  his  duties  as  manager  being  assumed 
by  the  president,  J.  J.  Golden. 

The  village  has  a  weekly  newspaper 
called  the  Turtle  Lake  Times,  the  more  de¬ 
tailed  history  of  which  may  be  found  else¬ 
where  in  this  volume. 

A  small  8choolhouse  was  built  in  Turtle 
Lake  in  1879,  and  the  first  teacher  was 
Mr.  Knight.  A  graded  school  with  two  de¬ 
partments  was  erected  in  1887,  and  the  old 
building  sold  to  Charles  Brown,  who  fitted 
it  up  as  a  dwelling  house. 

In  1903  a  four-room  frame  school  build¬ 
ing  was  erected  on  Main  street,  which  was 
in  use  until  1917,  when,  it  being  found  in¬ 
adequate,  a  new  and  better  building  was 
provided  in  the  northeast  part  of  the  vil¬ 
lage,  constructed  of  brick  and  tile  and  con¬ 
sisting  of  two  stories  and  basement.  It 
had  been  in  use  but  four  or  five  months 
when,  in  the  spring  of  1918,  it  was  destroyed 
by  fire,  nothing  being  saved  except  a  small 
amount  of  material.  Not  discouraged  by 
this  disaster,  the  citizens  put  their  shoul¬ 
ders  to  the  w'heel  and  in  the  following  sum¬ 
mer  erected  the  present  fine  building,  cost¬ 
ing  about  643,000,  which  was  occupied  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  year.  Its  ground  di¬ 
mensions  are  those  of  the  previous  build¬ 
ing,  91  feet,  six  inches  by  56  feet,  four 


inches,  and  it  was  built  on  the  same  site 
and  foundation.  It  is  constructed  of  brick 
and  tile,  with  steel  girders,  and  consists  of 
two  stories  and  a  basement,  the  latter  being 
of  conqrete.  The  equipment  includes  a 
good  electric  signal  system  and  fire  alarm 
system,  with  other  modern  conveniences. 
There  are  ten  class  rooms  including  the 
physics  laboratory,  and,  in  addition,  the 
assembly  room  and  a  library  of  2200  or 
2300  volumes.  The  Institution  is  a  con¬ 
solidated  free  high  school,  accredited  to 
the  state  university  as  a  four-year  high 
school,  and  with  the  usual  eight  grades  of 
the  common  school  department.  In  No¬ 
vember,  1921,  there  were  in  the  high  school 
about  67  pupils  and  in  the  grades  about 
294,  more  than  half  the  pupils  coming  from 
the  rural  districts.  The  high  school  can 
boast  of  good  athletic  teams,  the  boys  hav¬ 
ing  a  baseball  and  a  basketball  team,  and 
the  girls  a  basketball  team  which  has  the 
best  claim  to  the  championship  of  this  re¬ 
gion,  as  last  season  it  met  with  no  defeat, 
though  it  challenged  all  comers,  meeting  all 
the  girl  teams  except  those  of  Rice  Lake 
and  Spooner;  but  as  Rice  Lake  and  Spoon¬ 
er  were  defeated  by  Cameron  and  Minong, 
and  Cameron  and  Minong  were  defeated  by 
Turtle  Lake,  the  claim  of  the  home  team 
would  seem  to  be  well  founded.  From  61200 
to  61500  are  raised  by  the  school  each  year 
to  finance  athletics.  Turtle  Lake  is  the 
only  school  in  the  county  that  publishes  an 
annual.  The  principal,  Lyle  Thomson,  com¬ 
menced  his  duties  here  in  the  fall  of  1919. 
Seven  teachers  are  employed  in  the  grade 
classes  and  three  in  the  high  school  de¬ 
partment.  The  local  opera  house  is  used 
for  basketball  and  other  entertainments. 

St.  Anne’s  Church  of  Turtle  Lake,  Roman 
Catholic,  originated  about  1880,  when  serv¬ 
ices  were  held  in  private  houses  by  visit¬ 
ing  priests.  The  work  of  organization  was 
performed  by  Father  Paradis.  The  Catholic 
population  at  that  time  was  composed  large¬ 
ly  of  French  Canadians  employed  in  the 
lumber  industry.  After  a  while  missionary 
fathers,  who,  it  is  believed,  were  from  Chip¬ 
pewa  Falls,  erected  a  small  church  edifice, 
and  the  Rev.  L.  Darche  became  the  first 
resident  pastor.  After  he  left,,  the  parish 
again  became  a  mission,  and  as  such  was 
served  by  Rev.  John  Klop,  who  came  in 
October,  1900,  and  left  in  August,  1901. 
Under  his  successor,  the  Rev.  Leonard 
Trompeter,  St  Anne’s  again  became  a  par¬ 
ish.  Father  Trompeter  remained  in  charge 
from  August,  1901,  until  April,  1907..  In  1903 
he  built  the  present  parsonage  and  in  1905 
made  a  substantial  addition  to  the  church 
edifice.  When  he  left  he  was  immediately 
succeeded  by  Father  Francis  Luett- 
schwager,  who  remained  until  March,  1908. 
The  Rev.  Louis  Charron,  the  next  pastor, 
served  from  1908  to  January,  1911.  After 
him,  in  February,  1911,  came  the  Rev.  Flo- 
rian  P.  Gerhard t,  who  performed  the  du¬ 
ties  of  pastor  until  April  8,  1914.  The  lat¬ 
ter  was  succeeded  by  the  priest  now  in 
charge,  the  Rev.  Michael  Pulch,  who  has 
improved  the  parish  house  in  installing 
modern  conveniences,  including  a  good  heat- 


j  by  Google 


1114 


HISTORY  OF  BARRON  COUNTY 


log  system,  new  flooring  and  painting.  The 
parish  now  contains  eighty  families,  or 
about  400  souls,  representing  several  dif¬ 
ferent  nationalities.  A  few  of  the  original 
French,  or  their  descendants,  still,  remain, 
but  the  congregation  contains  Germans, 
Hungarians,  Irish  and  others.  A  mission  at 
Amery  was  formerly  attended  from  this 
parish  but  was  detached  in  1920.  St.  Anne’s 
cemetery  is  the  only  one  within  the  limits 
of  the  village. 

St.  Phillip’s  Church  (Protestant  Episco¬ 
pal),  of  Turtle  Lake,  was  organized  about 
1896  at  the  house  of  Mr.  and  Mr*.  Charles 
Everitt,  where  occasional  services  were  held 
for  several  years  by  pastors  from  different 
places,  including  Barron,  the  first  being  the 
Rev.  Francis  Vey.  Later  the  congregation 
met  for  worship  in  the  Odd  Fellows’  hall, 
and  about  the  year  1900  Bishop  Isaac  Lea 
Nicholson  confirmed  the  first  class,  and 
Rev.  James  Trimble  began  holding  regular 
services.  Among  the  other  pastors  who 
served  the  church  from  time  to  time,  and 
for  different  periods  ranging  from  a  few 
months  to  two  or  three  years,  were  the 
Rev.  A.  T.  Young  and  Rev.  Mr.  Harris,  of 
Barron;  Rev.  Jas.  J.  Crawford  of  Shell 
Lake;  Rev.  M.  B.  Goodall,  of  Rice  Lake; 
Arch-deacon  William  F.  Hood,  of  Eau 
Claire;  Rev.  H.  E.  Chase,  of  Spring  Brook; 
Rev.  E.  C.  Whitall,  of  8tar  Prairie;  Rev. 
Richard  G.  Klrkbrlde,  of  Clear  Lake,  and 
the  Rev.  Clyde  Blakeslee,  of  Shell  Lake. 
At  present  the  Rev.  Clarence  Frankel,  of 
Hudson,  preaches  twice  a  month.  In  1906 
the  congregation  erected,  at  a  cost  of  from 
$800  to  $1,000,  the  church  edifice  now  in 
use,  a  frame  building  with  a  stone  base¬ 
ment  and  belfry.  The  lot  was  donated  by 
the  “Soo’’  Railway  Company  at  the  solici¬ 
tation  of  Mr.  Trimble.  The  Ladies’  Guild, 
which  had  been  organized  by  Mr.  Trimble 
on  Feb.  10,  1900,  earned,  by  means  of  en¬ 
tertainments  and  otherwise,  all  but  $165  of 
the  cost  of  the  building,  that  amount  being 
raised  by  the  general  congregation.  The 
ladies  of  the  Guild  also  gathered  some  of 
the  stone  for  the  foundation.  The  bell, 
which  formerly  hung  on  the  village  hall, 
was  bought  by  the  Sunday  school,  which 
also  purchased  and  presented  to  the  church 
the  baptislnal  font  in  memory  of  Bishop 
Nicholson.  The  church  was  free  from  debt 
at  the  time  the  first  service  was  held  in  it 
The  officers  of  the  Ladies’  Guild,  elected 
at  its  organization,  were  as  follows:  Presi¬ 
dent.  Mrs.  Kate  Turner;  vice  president, 
Mrs.  Anna  Pease;  recording  secretary,  Mrs. 
Mildred  McKenzie,  treasurer,  Mrs.  Agnes 
Cornwall.  Mrs.  Anna  Pease,  who  was  not 
a  member  of  the  church,  held  office  but  two 
months,  and  was  succeeded  by  Miss  Winnie 
Everitt,  who  filled  out  her  term.  The  pres¬ 
ent  officers  of  the  Guild  (October,  1921) 
are:  President,  Mrs.  Anna  Wlckenburg; 

vice  president,  Mrs.  Mildred  McKenzie; 
secretary.  Mrs.  Anna  West;  treasurer,  Mrs. 
Myrtle  Solberg.  There  is  a  girls’  club  in 
connection  with  the  Sunday  school. 

In  the  early  eighties  the  United  Brethren 
at  Turtle  Lake  and  the  vicinity  organized 
a  society  fpr  religious  worship  and  for 


a  while — probably  for  several  years — held 
meetings  in  the  schoolhouse.  The  original 
members  were  for  the  most  part  men  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  Richardson  sawmill  in  the 
village,  with  their  families.  At  first  the 
church  was  officially  known  as  Chetek  Mis¬ 
sion,  and  the  church  records,  as  printed  in 
the  Conference  Journal,  show  that  Rev. 
W.  M.  Smith  was  installed  as  the  first  reg¬ 
ular  pastor  in  1884.  In  1886  the  name  was 
changed  to  Turtle  Lake  Mission.  As  soon 
as  the  members  were  abl^  they  erected  a 
small  church  building,  which  was  first  lo¬ 
cated  near  the  top  of  the  hill  southeast  of* 
the  village,  Joel  Richardson,  proprietor  of 
the  mill,  donating  the  site  and  most,  if  not 
all,  of  tbe  lumber.  The  church  was  dedi¬ 
cated  by  the  pastor  and  the  Rev.  A.  J. 
Hood,  according  to  Mr.  Hood’s  recollection, 
in  1887.  During  the  next  few  years,  after 
Mr.  Smith  left,  a  number  of  other  minis¬ 
ters  preached  here.  In  1901  the  Rev.  Ida 
Richards  was  called  to  the  pastorate  and 
remained  until  1908.  While  she  was  here 
— in  November,  1904 — the  church  edifice 
was  removed  to  its  present  location  in  the 
village.  It  was  a  small  frame  building  of 
one  room  and  forms  a  part  of  the  present 
structure,  a  substantial  addition  having 
been  made  to  it  about  1916  during  the  pas¬ 
torate  of  the  Rev.  J.  A.  Richardson.  At  the 
same  time  a  basement  was  put  under  the 
whole  building  and  a  furnace  installed.  In 
1910,  when  the  Rev.  F.  E.  Taylor  was  pas¬ 
tor,  the  present  neat  parsonage  was  built, 
being  completed  June  10.  Mr.  Taylor  has 
as  his  assistant,  a  young  man,  the  Rev. 
W.  H.  Adams,  who  remained  about  a  year 
and  then  left  to  assume  a  separate  charge. 
While  away  he  took  his  seminary  course, 
and  on  May  16,  1918,  he  returned  to  Turtle 
Lake  to  assume  the  office  of  pastor,  in 
which  he  has  since  continued. 

The  present  membership  of  the  church 
(November,  1921)  is  107.  A  Sunday  school 
is  conducted  in  the  church  building  and 
there  is  also  another  held  six  miles  west 
in  the  country,  in  the  Beaver  school  dis¬ 
trict,  composed  of  members  of  the  church, 
and  forming  a  joint  organization.  The  pas¬ 
tor  holds  church  services  there  occasionally 
to  accommodate  those  members  who  are 
unable  to  come  to  the  village.  The  com¬ 
bined  Sunday  school  enrollment  is  about 
160. 

There  are  two  German  Lutheran  Churches 
in  Turtle  Lake  Village,  belonging,  one  to 
the  Missouri  Synod,  and  the  other  to  the 
Ohio  Synod.  They  have,  however,  a  com¬ 
mon  origin  dating  back  about  26  years 
and  placed  geographically  in  Beaver  Town¬ 
ship,  Polk  County,  close  to  the  Almena 
Township  (Barron  County)  line,  which  lo¬ 
cality  Is  scarcely  more  than  half  a  mile  west 
of  Turtle  Lake  Village.  There  the  original 
society  was  formed,  numbering  among  its 
prominent  members  Albert  Engwer  and 
family,  the  Richter  family,  Fred  Scheune- 
mann,  Carl  Jeske  and  Mr.  Llnchman.  A 
frame  building  was  erected  and  services 
were  held  once  in  two  or  three  weeks  by 
ministers  coming  from  Almena,  Deer  Park, 
Barron  and  other  places,  each  of  whom. 
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.  however,  acted  as  pastor  but  a  short  time. 
In  1907  differences  of  opinion  in  the  con¬ 
gregation  caused  a  separation  and  those  of 
the  members  who  adhered  to  the  Missouri 
Synod,  retaining  possession  of  the  build¬ 
ing.  moved  it  into  the  village  of  Turtle 
Lake.  The  other  members,  who  favored 
the  Ohio  Synod,  formed  a  church  under 
that  government  and  erected  a  new  edi¬ 
fice  on  Martin  avenue  near  the  western 
limits  of  the  village,  at  the  same  time  call¬ 
ing  a  pastor.  They  have  since  become  de¬ 
pleted  in  membership  and  are  no  longer 
active.  Their  last  regular  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Henry  Hiltxhausen,  left  in  the  fall  of  1918, 
and  after  that  the  congregation  was  served 
for  a  while  from  Comstock,  but  for  some 
time  there  has  been  no  preaching  in  the 
church. 

The  church  belonging  to  the  Missouri 
Synod  still  has  a  good  organization,  there 
being  at  the  present  time  (November,  1921) 
about  60  voting  members.  Their  first  resi¬ 
dent  pastor  here  was  the  Rev.  R.  Pautz, 
who  served  about  four  years.  After  him 
the  Rev.  John  Viening  was  pastor  for  two 
and  a  half  years,  and  then  came  the  Rev. 
Wilhelm  Brandt,  who  served  eight  years, 


resigning  in  the  fall  of  1921.  The  Rev. 
Otto  Brejtm  was  then  called  to  take  charge 
Nov.  27,  the  same  year.  The  church  prop¬ 
erty  is  valued  today  at  about  three  thousand 
dollars. 

In  the  village  are  lodge  organizations  of 
five  or  six  of  the  principal  fraternal  socie¬ 
ties,  nearly  all  of  which  have  been  estab¬ 
lished  for  quite  a  number  of  years.  They 
represent  respectively  the  Masons,  Odd 
Fellows,  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  Bea¬ 
vers,  Yeomen  and  Catholic  Order  of  For¬ 
esters.  In  connection  with  three  of  these 
lodges  are  the  affiliated  women’s  branches, 
namely:  an  Eastern  Star  lodge  affiliated 
with  the  Masons,  a  Rebekah  lodge  affiliated 
with  the  Odd  Fellows,  and  a  Royal  Neigh¬ 
bors  lodge  affiliated  with  the  Modern 
Woodmen.  The  Eastern  Star  lodge  is  new, 
having  been  organized  in  1921.  The  Odd 
Fellows,  who  established  their  lodge  here 
26  years  ago  or  more,  own  their  own  build¬ 
ing,  in  which  all  the  lodges  in  the  village 
hold  their  meetings,  except  the  Catholic 
Foresters.  The  last  mentioned  order  or¬ 
ganized  their  lodge  here  20  years  ago,  and 
the  Beavers  and  Yeomen  are  also  old 
lodges. 


CHAPTER  XXIII. 
CAMERON  VILLAGE. 


Cameron  is  situated  in  Sections  20,  21, 
28  and  29,  Stanley  Township  (Town  34  N., 
Range  11  W.).  It  is  at  the  junction  of  two 
railroads,  the  Minneapolis,  St  Paul  A  Sault 
Ste.  Marie,  usually  referred  to  briefly  as 
the  “Soo”,  and  the  Chicago,  St.  Paul,  Min¬ 
neapolis  A  Omaha,  in  like  manner  known 
as  the  “Omaha”.  Twelve  passenger  trains 
arrive  and  leave  daily,  and  direct  market 
facilities  are  afforded  with  Duluth  and 
Superior  at  the  head  of  the  lakes,  and  with 
the  Twin  Cities,  as  well  as  with  Milwau¬ 
kee,  Chicago  and  Sault  Ste.  Marie.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  railroads  the  village  is  traversed 
by  the  Yellow  trail  and  trunk  highways 
No.  14  and  No.  11. 

The  village  is  accessible  to  one  of  Wis¬ 
consin’s  best  agricultural  and  dairy  sections, 
the  soil  being  well  adapted  to  the  raising 
of  small  grains,  corn,  potatoes  and  clover 
seed,  and  dairying  is  extensively  practiced. 
The  numerous  lakes  and  trout  streams  in 
the  vicinity,  together  with  an  abundance 
of  game,  attract  many  sportsmen.  Close  by 
is  a  tract  of  low-lying  marsh  land,  1,000 
acres  in  extent,  and  known  from  early  days 
as  Cranberry  swamp,  through  which  runs  a 
stream  called  Cranberry  Creek. 

Cameron  is  supplied  with  all  the  neces¬ 
sities  and  most  of  the  conveniences  of  a 
fair-sized  city.  It  has  waterworks,  a  24- 
hour  light  and  power  service  and  a  well- 
equipped  fire  department,  one  of  the  finest 
high  schools  in  the  county,  four  churches 
of  different  denominations  and  several 


strong  fraternal  lodges.  Its  business  in¬ 
terests  include  a  well-equipped  and  sub¬ 
stantial  bank,  a  telephone  company,  two 
hotels,  a  real  estate  company,  a  creamery, 
cheese  factory,  cheese  storage  warehouse, 
flonr  and  feed  mill,  three  general  stores,  two 
hardware  stores,  three  or  four  garages,  a 
drug  store,  lumber  yard,  implement  com¬ 
pany,  four  restaurants,  a  meat  market, 
tailor  shop,  two  blacksmith  shops  and  a  tire 
vulcanizing  shop.  There  are  also  two  phy¬ 
sicians  and  a  dentist.  The  population  of 
the  village  in  1921  was  about  six  hundred. 

In  the  sixties  the  Knapp-Stout  people  built 
a  logging  dam  at  the  outlet  of  the  Cran¬ 
berry  Marsh,  thus  making  a  large  artificial 
lake.  The  demolishing  of  this  dam  left  the 
lake  bed  in  its  present  condition  as  a 
marsh. 

The  village  was  started  a  mile  and  a  half 
south  of  the  modern  village,  at  the  locality 
now  called  Holman’s  Crossing.  It  was 
started  in  1879,  when  it  became  known  that 
the  Chippewa  division  of  the  Chicago,  St. 
Paul,  Minneapolis  A  Omaha  Railway  was 
about  to  be  constructed  and  pass  through 
that  locality.  The  road  was  completed  as 
far  as  Cameron  in  1882,  and  a  station  was 
built  which  was  formally  opened  on  Sept. 
26,  that  year.  After  a  suspension  of  work 
for  four  weeks  the  rails  were  laid  north  to 
Rice  Lake,  which  place  was  the  terminal 
until  the  following  spring,  when  the  con¬ 
struction  work  was  carried  as  far  as 
Spooner. 
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The  site  of  the  village  was  owned  by 
L.  C.  Stanley,  who  platted  it  in  the  spring 
of  1882.  The  settlement  grew  quickly  and 
flourished  for  several  years,  or  until  the 
construction  of  the  “Soo”  road  in  1884, 
which  passed  a  mile  and  a  half  to  the  north. 
This  caused  a  general  exodus  to  the  Junc¬ 
tion,  which  began  in  the  spring  of  that 
year,  and  continued  until  practically  every¬ 
thing  had  been  moved  to  the  new  site,  in¬ 
cluding  the  postofflce,  scboolhouse,  store 
and  hotel  buildings  and  residence  houses. 
Thus  the  village  had  a  new  birth  and  be¬ 
gan  its  second  and  more  permanent  stage 
of  existence.  The  early  settlement  is  now 
referred  to  as  “old  Cameron.”  Among  the 
buildings  moved  was  the  Omaha  station, 
which  was  enlarged  and  made  into  a  Joint 
station,  the  two  roads  dividing  the  expense. 
The  first  train  on  the  “Soo”  passed  through 
the  village  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year, 
the  line  then  extending  between  Turtle 
Lake  and  Bruce. 

The  first  general  store  at  old  Cameron 
was  opened  by  J.  B.  Shipman,  who  for  a 
while  operated  it  alone  and  then  took 
George  H.  Rapley  as  partner.  Another 
store  was  soon  opened  by  Lancaster  ft 
Parker  in  a  building  owned  by  L.  C.  Stan¬ 
ley.  Henry  Radermacher  started  a  black¬ 
smith  shop,  Stephen  A.  Soost  had  a  saloon, 
hotel  and  butcher  shop,  Elias  and  August 
Nelson  conducted  a  saloon,  Nelson  also 
being  proprietor  of  a  hotel.  The  village 
had  one  physician.  Dr.  Leonard,  who  left, 
however,  before  the  general  removal. 

One  of  the  principal  industries  of  old 
Cameron  was  a  large  flour  and  grist  mill, 
which  was  established  by  Hayes  ft  Witter, 
and  was  operated  by  steam  power.  They 
later  sold  it  to  Jared  W.  Taylor,  of  Barron, 
and  the  latter  made  a  motor  mill  of  it, 
steam  power  having  been  found  too  costly. 

As  soon  as  the  "Soo"  railroad  began  the 
construction  of  their  tracks,  Edward  C. 
Coleman  and  Ole  Frederickson,  with  a  part¬ 
ner  named  Gates,  built  and  opened  a  gen¬ 
eral  store  on  the  site  of  the  new  village. 
The  early  arrival  of  the  stores  and  other 
buildings  from  the  first  settlement  created 
a  scene  of  bustling  activity  which  lasted 
until  they  had  all  been  permanently  located. 
A  sawmill  was  built  here  by  F.  H.  Fay, 
and  was  conducted  by  him  tor  two  years, 
when  he  sold  it  to  other  parties  who  moved 
it  to  Poskin  Lake.  The  hotel  of  August 
Nelson  now  forms  a  part  of  the  Travelers’ 
Hotel  opposite  the  railway  station,  while 
that  moved  here  by  Mr.  Soost  is  now 
known  as  the  East  Hotel.  Henry  Rader¬ 
macher,  who  had  likewise  moved  his  black¬ 
smith  shop,  operated  it  here  for  two  or  three 
years.  He  was  then  elected  clerk  of  court 
and  went  to  live  in  Barron,  where  his  wife 
opened  a  millinery  store.  Later  they  both 
operated  a  general  store  there.  R.  A.  Bur¬ 
ton  was  depot  agent  in  Cameron,  as  also 
in  old  Cameron,  and  the  first  postmaster 
was  R.  A.  Wheeler,  J.  P.,  who  had  also  been 
postmaster  at  old  Cameron.  He  continued 
to  serve  until  the  spring  of  1883,  and  was 
succeeded  by  W.  H.  Snashall,  a  Democrat, 
who  opened  the  first  regular  hardware  store 


here.  Mr.  Snashall  continued  to  handle  tlie 
mall  until  the  fall  of  1888,  when,  fearing 
failure  in  business,  he  left  town  abruptly, 
giving  out  that  he  was  going  to  SL  Paul 
to  hear  ex-President  Cleveland,  then  run¬ 
ning  again  for  the  presidency  against  Ben¬ 
jamin  Harrison,  deliver  a  speech.  He  did 
not  return,  hut  his  postofflce  accounts  were 
found  in  good  order.  He  was  succeeded  a a 
postmaster  by  Andrew  Stacy,  who  held  the 
office  until  the  second  administration  of 
President  Cleveland,  when  Malcolm  Me- 
Naughton  was  appointed  and  served  some¬ 
what  over  four  years.  The  next  appointee 
was  George  H.  Rapley,  who  held  it  less  than 
three  years.  C.  E.  Bartlett,  the  next  post¬ 
master,  continued  as  such  for  fourteen 
years,  and  was  succeeded  by  J.  F.  Samson, 
who  passed  the  office  on  to  Wayne  Begga. 
Mr.  Beggs  was  succeeded  by  Homer  Sam¬ 
son,  who  Is  still  serving.  The  building  now 
in  use  is  leased  by  the  government  and 
was  first  occupied  four  years  ago. 

From  time  to  time  other  stores  and  places 
of  business  were  started  and  the  village 
continued  to  develop  until  it  assumed  its 
modern  aspect.  One  of  the  principal  mer¬ 
chants  here  for  a  number  of  years  was 
Frank  Swanson. 

The  present  village  site  was  platted  as 
North  Cameron,  May  5,  1884,  on  land  of  Ole 
Frederickson  by  Lewis  W.  Leete,  surveyor. 
An  irregularity  having  been  found  in  the 
plat,  it  was  replatted  Jan.  31,  1885,  the 
owners  then  being  Isabella  J.  Coleman  and 
the  Sault  Ste  Marie  Land  and  Improvement 
Company.  Washington  Bird  was  the  sur¬ 
veyor. 

Cameron  was  Incorporated  as  a  village  in 
1894.  A  petition  signed  by  J.  H.  Dunham, 
M.  McNaughton.  D.  C.  Locke,  S.  W.  Co- 
ville,  G.  H.  Rapley  and  M.  C.  Howard  was 
favorably  acted  upon  by  the  court  on  Sept. 
25,  that  year.  At  the  election  held  Nov. 
20,  1894,  all  of  the  39  votes  cast  were  fa- 
tvorable  to  the  incorporation,  which  ac¬ 
cordingly  became  effective  on  that  day. 

The  city  hall  was  built  about  eighteen 
years  ago.  The  fire  depatment  occupies  the 
front  part,  while  the  council  room  is  in  the 
rear.  The  fire  department  was  organized 
in  the  fall  of  1902,  the  equipment  at  the 
time  consisting  of  a  home-made  hose  cart 
( still  in  use  and  in  good  condition)  and 
500  feet  of.  hose.  Three  years  later  an¬ 
other  hose  cart  was  purchased  and  also  a 
hook  and  ladder  truck.  Still  later  a  chem¬ 
ical  engine  was  added.  The  department 
has  now  32  members.  J.  F.  Drost,  after 
serving  a  full  term  of  three  years  as  chief, 
is  now  in  the  first  year  of  bis  second  term. 
The  assistant  chief  is  John  Dryland,  the 
secretary  C.  C.  Allen,  and  the  treasurer 
Magnus  Larson.  All  these  officials  have 
proved  efficient  and  Mr.  Allen  has  held  his 
post  as  secretary  for  about  nine  years. 

A  water  supply  Bystem  was  Installed  in 
Cameron  twenty  years  ago,  consisting  of  a 
tank,  well,  mains  and  hydrants,  the  power 
being  furnished  by  gasoline  engines  pur¬ 
chased  from  the  Falrbanks-Morse  Co.  In 
or  about  the  year  1912  an  electric  system 
was  put  in,  since  which  time  the  power 
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has  been  obtained  from  what  is  now  the 
Wlsconsin-Mlnnesota  Light  ft  Power  Co. 
The  use  of  gasoline  engines  was  abandoned. 
The  present  system  is  one  of  direct  pres* 
sure,  the  tank  not  haring  been  used  for 
lire  or  six  years.  Auxiliary  power  is  ob¬ 
tained  when  needed  from  two  compressed 
air  cisterns  operated  by  an  electric  motor. 

The  first  schoolhouse  in  Cameron  was 
a  frame  building  erected  in  “old  Cameron" 
In  1882,  which  was  mored  to  the  present 
village  in  the  spring  of  1884,  when  the  “Soo” 
railroad  came  through,  being  placed  on  the 
lot  south  of  that  on  which  the  Catholic 
Church  now  stands.  After  being  in  use  for 
about  ten  years  a  new  and  larger  building 
was  found  necessary,  and  a  two-story  frame 
schoolhouse  was  accordingly  erected  on  the 
adjacent  lot  north.  This  latter  building 
was  in  use  for  school  purposes  until  1906, 
by  which  time  the  number  of  pupils  had  so 
increased  that  a  new  building  had  again 
become  necessary.  In  the  fall  of  that  year, 
therefore,  a  two-story  brick  building  with 
basement  was  erected  on  a  two-acre  lot  sev¬ 
eral  blocks  east  It  contained  four  rooms 
in  addition  to  the  class  rooms.  The  frame 
building  was  sold  to  the  Catholics  and  has 
since  been  used  by  them  as  a  church.  In 
1913  the  schoolhouse  was  enlarged  by  a 
considerable  addition,  which  doubled  its 
former  size  and  provided  eight  rooms  in 
addition  to  the  class  rooms.  This  enlarge¬ 
ment  including  the  installation  of  the  heat¬ 
ing  plant  involved  a  cost  of  about  double 
the  original  outlay.  In  1920  a  new  heat¬ 
ing  plant  was  put  in  at  a  cost  of  $8,102.  In 
December,  1921,  there  was  an  enrollment 
of  166  pupils  in  the  grades  and  64  in  the 
high  school,  nearly  all  of  whom  were  resi¬ 
dents  of  the  village.  Seven  teachers  are 
employed.  Including  the  principal.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  usual  high  school  courses,  in¬ 
struction  is  furnished  in  domestic  science, 
manual  training  and  agriculture,  and  the 
school  takes  high  rank  among  the  best  in 
the  county,  or,  indeed,  in  this  part  of  the 
state. 

Many  years  ago  a  co-operative  creamery 
was  started  in  Cameron,  in  which  quite  a 
number  of  people  took  stock.  After  being 
operated  for  about  a  year,  through  poor 
management,  or  otherwise,  it  got  into  bad 
shape,  and  the  stockholders,  having  lost 
their  money,  gave  up  the  enterprise  and 
sold  the  building  to  other  parties,  who 
moved  away.  Later,  about  1894  or  1895, 
J.  A.  Breitenbauch  erected  a  wooden  build¬ 
ing  in  the  west  end  of  town  and  started 
another  creamery,  the  citizens  giving  him 
a  bonus.  This  was  on  the  same  site  as  the 
first  building,  there  being  a  difference  of 
but  a  few  feet  in  exact  position.  Mr.  Brei¬ 
tenbauch  conducted  it  for  some  five  or  six 
years,  and  then  gave  it  up,  being  unable  to 
withstand  the  competition  of  the  more  mod¬ 
ern  and  better  equipped  factory  which  was 
then  established  here  by  the  Eau  Claire 
Creamery  Co.,  and  which  is  still  in  opera¬ 
tion.  In  1920  this  creamery  turned  out 
half  a  million  pounds  of  butter.  For  the 
last  five  years  John  Hanson  has  been  the 
manager. 


The  Bank  of  Cameron  was  established 
and  incorporated  in  1901  under  its  present 
name,  with  a  capital  of  $10,000,  the  incorpo¬ 
rators  being  M.  C.  Howard,  Geo.  G.  Bart¬ 
lett,  L.  L  Roe,  S.  O.  Manse th  and  G.  B.  Soli. 
The  first  officers  were:  M.  C.  Howard, 
president;  L.  L  Roe,  vice  president,  and  G. 
E.  Soli,  cashier.  About  1912,  M.  C.  Howard 
resigned  as  president  and  was  succeeded  by 
L.  I.  Roe,  S.  O.  Mauseth  becoming  vice 
president.  In  1903  C.  H.  Museus  became 
cashier  and  so  remained  until  1910,  when, 
on  account  of  ill  health,  he  temporarily  re¬ 
tired  and  Ingval  Egstad  was  elected  cashier. 
In  September,  1919,  the  capital  of  the  bank 
was  increased  to  $26,000  and  the  bank  was 
reorganized.  The  new  officers  were:  C.  H. 
Museus,  president;  A.  Gulickson,  vice  presi¬ 
dent;  Ingval  Egstad,  cashier,  and  W.  W. 
Pleper  and  Ragna  C.  Romeos,  assistant 
cashiers.  These  officers  are  still  serving. 

The  Cameron  Fanners’  Telephone  Co. 
was  organized  in  1907  as  a  co-operative 
concern.  It  purchased  the  exchange  and 
lines  at  Cameron  from  the  Chippewa  Valley 
Telephone  Co.,  which  in  turn  has  purchased 
them  from  the  Barron  County  Telephone 
Co.  There  were  about  160  stockholders, 
O.  K.  Olson  being  manager.  In  1912  the 
company  was  incorporated  as  a  private  con¬ 
cern,  which  it  has  Bince  remained.  The  ter¬ 
ritory  covered  Includes  the  village  and  the 
surrounding  country  and  the  company  has 
about  280  phones.  Connections  are  made 
with  the  Barron  County  Telephone  Co.  and 
the  Bell  (long  distance)  lines.  In  Decem¬ 
ber,  1921,  the  officers  were:  Christ  Hoi- 
men,  president;  S.  E.  Severson,  vice  presi¬ 
dent;  Miss  Odie  E.  Romeos,  secretary- 
treasurer,  and  O.  K.  Olson,  manager.  The 
directors  were  Herman  Lemke,  Ole  Erick¬ 
son,  T.  O.  Malum,  Ed  Erickson  and  Charles 
Elmlinger.  Martha  Romsos  is  chief  opera¬ 
tor,  the  other  operators  being  Clella  Hoff 
and  Myrtle  Bombarger. 

The  Cameron  Flour  Mill  was  built  and 
the  business  started  by  Edward  Ludwig,  a 
man  who  had  over  twenty  years'  experi¬ 
ence  as  a  miller  and  who  constructed  the 
mill  for  flour  manufacture  and  feed  grind¬ 
ing.  The  building  measures  30  by  54  feet, 
with  a  height  of  50  feet,  and  Is  equipped 
on  all  floors  with  machinery  operated  by 
electric  power,  the  roller  process  being  used 
for  grinding  wheat  flour,  rye  and  buck¬ 
wheat  flour,  and  commeal,  the  capacity 
being  26  barrels  a  day.  There  are  four 
strands  of  rolls,  all  compact,  with  a  good 
feed  mill  in  connection  having  a  capacity 
of  one  ton  of  feed  per  hour.  Mr.  Ludwig 
conducted  the  mill  until  September,  1921, 
when  through  a  business  deal  it  came  into 
possession  of  C.  J.  Holman,  and  it  is  now 
owned  and  operated  by  C.  J.  Holman  ft 
Son,  who  are  doing  a  general  milling  busi¬ 
ness. 

The  C.  A.  Carlson  Co.  of  Chicago,  ope¬ 
rates  a  wholesale  cheese  warehouse  at  Cam¬ 
eron,  occupying  a  building  just  east  of  the 
railroad  depot,  and  measuring  30  by  60  feet, 
with  two  floors.  It  has  a  capacity  of  sev¬ 
eral  carloads.  Both  brick  and  American 
cream  cheese  are  purchased  from  the 
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cheese  factories  and  handled  in  large  quan¬ 
tities,  being  shipped  in  car  lots  to  Chicago 
and  afterwards  distributed  to  the  cheese 
trade  throughout  the  United  States.  The 
business  was  established  at  Cameron  nearly 
four  years  ago.  The  local  manager  is 
Julius  Olson. 

In  the  summer  of  1919  the  C.  A.  Carl¬ 
son  Co.  built  a  cheese  factory  in  the  village 
and  began  its  operation  in  August,  that 
year.  They  make  American  and  Swedish 
style  cheese,  and  in  1920  turned  out  be¬ 
tween  600  and  600  pounds  a  day,  which 
called  for  a  supply  of  6,000  to  6,000  pounds 
of  milk  daily.  Since  January,  1920,  Jo¬ 
seph  Lelsz  has  been  the  manager. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Society  orig¬ 
inated  about  1890,  the  members  holding 
services  for  a  while  in  the  old  frame  school- 
house  which  had  been  moved  from  old 
Cameron,  and  which  was  also  temporarily 
used  by  other  denominations.  Later  they 
met  for  service  in  a  store  near  the  center 
of  the  village.  By  1894  they  had  become 
strong  enough  to  build  a  church  edifice, 
which  was  accordingly  erected  in  that  year 
under  the  direction  of  the  Rev.  L.  Bigger, 
who  was  the  leading  spirit  in  the  enter¬ 
prise.  The  building  is  now  being  remodeled 
and  furnished  with  an  outside  coating  of 
magestone  stucco.  A  basement  is  also 
being  put  underneath,  one  room  in  which, 
26  by  86  feet  and  12  feet  high,  is  designed 
for  a  gymnasium  and  for  community  meet¬ 
ings  by  the  societies  connected  with  the 
church.  These  Improvements,  when  com¬ 
pleted,  will  cost  about  $4,000.  For  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years  in  its  early  period  this  church 
was  an  outpost  of  Chetek,  and  later  of  Rice 
Lake,  being  served  by  pastors  from  those 
places.  The  Rev.  J.  W.  Charitan,  who  was 
pastor  here  about  four  years,  took  an  ac¬ 
tive  part  in  building  the  parsonage,  the 
building,  erected  in  1910,  costing  $2,000.  The 
subject,  however,  had  come  under  discus¬ 
sion  during  the  previous  pastorate,  that  of 
the  Rev.  J.  F.  Franklin.  Other  pastors 
under  whom  the  church  made  considerable 
progress  were  the  Rev.  Charles  P.  Keast, 
who  was  here  in  1906,  and  Rev.  M.  C.  Mc- 
Kibben.  who  served  four  years  at  a  later 
period.  The  present  pastor,  Rev.  J.  B. 
Johnson,  came  here  March  1,  1921.  The 
present  membership  of  the  church  is  46; 
the  Sunday  school  enrollment  110,  while  the 
Epworth  League  has  46  members.  There 
are  also  two  other  active  societies,  the  La¬ 
dies’  Aid  and  the  Woman's  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sionary  Society. 

The  German  Lutheran  Church  of  Cam¬ 
eron.  The  earliest  members  of  this  church 
first  worshiped  with  the  congregation  at 
Sumner  in  the  schoolhouse  on  Sumner 
Prairie.  This  was  about  thirty  years  ago 
or  more,  and,  among  the  earliest  Cameron 
members  were  William  Pieper,  William 
Schultz,  Frank  Spikerman,  Herman  Pieper, 
Ludwig  Tonn,  Carl  Kreclow,  Carl  Lucht. 
Julius  Reese  and  Julius  Voight,  with  their 
families.  The  first  preacher  was  the  Rev 
Answalt  Lugenheim.  After  a  number  of 
years  the  two  branches  of  the  congrega¬ 
tion  separated  and  the  Cameron  members 


bought  the  old  schoolhouse  which  had  been 
moved  from  old  Cameron  and  converted  it 
into  a  place  of  worship.  It  served  as  such 
until  the  present  church  edifice  was  erected 
in  1901.  This  is  a  neat-appearing  building 
with  bell  and  belfry  and  cost  $1600  to 
build.  The  lot  on  which  it  stands  was 
bought  for  $76.  Twelve  years  ago  the 
building  was  remodeled  and  slightly  en¬ 
larged.  The  old  school  building  previous¬ 
ly  used  is  now  a  residence  next  to  the  Cath¬ 
olic  Church.  The  pastors  who  have  served 
the  Lutheran  Church  in  Cameron  are  the 
Rev.  Johannas  Friend,  Rev.  C.  C.  Harten- 
stein,  Rev.  Fred  Motzkus  and  Rev.  Walter 
Motzkus.  The  Rev.  Fred  Motzkus,  father 
of  the  present  pastor,  died  while  serving 
here  three  years  ago.  The  parish  now  con¬ 
tains  32  families.  The  auxiliary  branches 
of  the  church  are  the  Sunday  school  and  a 
Ladies’  Aid  Society. 

St.  Peter’s  Roman  Catholic  Church  in 
Cameron  was  organized  in  1908,  by  the  Rev. 
F.  Schmidt  of  Rice  Lake,  who  served  the 
congregation  on  a  few  occasions.  The  first 
members  were  Henry  Hassel,  P.  H.  St. 
Louis,  Martin  Gass,  Mrs.  Louisa  SL  Louis, 
J.  A.  Breitenbach,  Mrs.  Veasey,  J.  F.  Drost, 
Louis  Wilkins,  Wenzel  Beranek,  Henry 
Reaux,  Joe  St.  Louis,  Andrew  Finley,  Joe 
Vachleda,  Wayne  Bartlett  and  Robert 
Kleve.  All  the  men  mentioned  in  the  fore¬ 
going  list  were  married,  except  Joe  Vach¬ 
leda,  and  their  wives  and  families  were  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  membership,  as  also  was  Joe 
Vachleda’s  mother.  The  two-story  frame 
schoolhouse,  which  had  been  discarded  for 
educational  purposes  in  1906  on  account 
of  not  being  large  enough  for  the  Increased 
school  enrollment,  was  purchased  by  the 
Catholics  and  consecrated  as  a  church  and 
has  been  since  used  by  them  as  such.  After 
being  purchased  it  was  provided  with  a 
steeple  and  the  property  in  general  was 
improved  by  the  laying  of  cement  side¬ 
walks  After  the  Rev.  F.  Schmidt  other 
priests  ministered  to  the  congregation  from 
time  to  time,  including  Father  Jos.  Pllom, 
of  Spooner,  and  Father  Beaudette,  assis¬ 
tant  priest  at  Rice  Lake.  During  the  last 
Tew  years  the  church  has  beent  served 
from  Chetek,  as  it  was  also  for  a  while 
formerly.  The  congregation  now  numbers 
about  fourteen  families. 

A  number  of  years  ago  a  few  people  in 
Cameron  tried  to  form  a  Presbyterian  so¬ 
ciety  but  their  efforts  were  unsuccessful. 

Union  Camp  No.  4028,  M.  W.  A.,  of  Cam¬ 
eron,  was  organized  26  years  ago  or  more, 
its  charter  being  dated  July  9,  1896.  The 
charter  members  were  C.  E.  Bartlett.  Hans 
Bottolfs,  D.  W.  Dodge.  M.  C.  Howard,  Mar¬ 
tin  Larson,  D.  C.  Neeley,  Edward  Peterson. 
George  H.  Rapley,  W.  H.  Ross,  Edward  Vea¬ 
sey,  Frank  Samson,  James  Ward  and  W.  M. 
Witter.  The  camp  has  proved  itself  a  live 
organization  and  has  now  112  members.  It 
holds  its  meetings  in  a  rented  hall. 

Pioneer  Camp  No.  986,  Royal  Neighbors, 
was  organized  In  1898,  its  charter  bearing 
the  date  of  April  23.  that  year.  The  char¬ 
ter  members  were  El  A.  Ward,  Hattie  E. 
Ward,  Geo.  H.  Rapley,  Louella  J.  Rapley, 
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D.  W.  Dodge,  Eunice  L.  Dodge,  Jay  Pack¬ 
ard,  Sadie  Packard,  T.  R.  Hawkins,  Mollie 
Hawkins,  C.  E.  Bartlett,  Annie  C.  Bart¬ 
lett,  C.  D.  Thurber,  Bessie  A.  Thurber, 
James  H.  Packard,  J.  M.  Ward,  William  W. 
Way,  Julius  E.  Way,  A.  B.  Arneson,  Man- 
nie  Arneson,  Elsie  Witter,  Richard  A.  Bur¬ 
ton,  Partha  Burton,  Fritz  Schultz  and 
W.  M.  Witter.  This  camp  has  now  60 
members. 

Cameron  Lodge  No.  237,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  has 
a  charter  bearing  the  date  of  Dec.  12,  1903, 
and  has  therefore  enjoyed  an  existence  of 
eighteen  years.  The  charter  members 
were  Iver  Forsythe,  Elmer  Washburn,  H. 
D.  Bartlett,  A.  L.  Arneson,  H.  C.  Swetland, 
K.  O.  Lofgren  and  C.  H.  Museus.  This 
lodge  has  grown  until  its  membership  now 
numbers  over  one  hundred.  It  uses  the 
same  lodge  room  as  the  Woodmen. 

Camerondale  Lodge  No.  68,  Rebekah  De¬ 
gree.  I.  O.  O.  F.,  is  a  comparatively  recent 
accession  to  the  societies  in  the  village,  its 
charter  being  dated  June  2,  1920.  Thereon 
are  inscribed  the  names  of  Lucinda  Bartlett, 
Mollie  Hawkins,  Martha  Allen,  Mabel  Allen, 
Hattie  Ward,  Partha  Burton,  Lena  Holman, 
Lottie  Burton,  Mary  Kyle,  Margaret  Bion, 
Nellie  Bartlett,  Anna  Dyrland,  Elsa  Hurl- 
hurt,  Martha  Egstad,  Stella  Thompson, 
Rosa  Kissling,  Marie  Saastad,  Josephine 
Martin,  Irene  Martin,  Lillian  E.  Welch, 
Pearl  McClellan,  Veva  “Hiller  and  Effle  A. 
Giles.  The  present  membership  is  about 
sixty. 

Cameron  Homestead  No.  4201,  Brother¬ 
hood  of  American  Yeomen,  was  organized 
April  7,  1913,  with  the  following  charter 


members:  C.  H.  Museus,  C.  E.  Bartlett, 
F.  A.  Van  Allen,  Arnt  Lyse,  Peter  H.  St. 
Louis,  Walter  F.  Erickson,  Ray  R.  Burton, 
Iver  E.  Forsythe,  Frank  J.  Pearson,  Ole 
Simonson,  Maud  Worman,  F.  J.  Roch,  Belle 
St  Louis,  Andrew  Hanson,  M.  McKee,  L.  H. 
Chafee  and  Edward  Peterson.  This  organ¬ 
ization  has  now  38  members  and  holds  its 
meetings  in  the  Odd  Fellows’  hall. 

Some  years  ago  a  Beaver  lodge  was  or¬ 
ganized  in  Cameron  and  is  still  in  exis¬ 
tence,  though  it  no  longer  holds  meetings. 
There  was  also  a  lodge  of  Maccabees,  which 
finally  disbanded. 

Bernard  P.  Pieper  Post,  No.  194,  American 
Legion,  was  organized  in  Cameron  in  No¬ 
vember,  1919,  and  started  with  35  mem¬ 
bers,  but,  owing  chiefly  to  removals,  the 
membership  has  since  diminished  to  about 
26.  Morton  E  Hurlburt  was  elected  as 
the  first  commander  and  has  since  remained 
in  that  office.  The  post  was  named  after 
Bernard  P.  Pieper,  who  was  born  in  Cam¬ 
eron  in  1896,  son  of  William  and  Ernestine 
(Schultz)  Pieper.  His  service  record  was 
in  brief  as  follows:  Enlisted  at  St.  Paul, 
Jan.  4,  1918,  in  the  U.  S.  Marines;  was  sent 
to  Paris  Island,  S.  C.;  later  sailed  for 
France  with  144th  Company,  Third  Replace¬ 
ment  Battalion;  landed  at  Brest;  trained 
and  received  equipment  at  St.  Algnan;  saw 
service  at  Vierzy,  Soissons  sector;  Nance; 
Marabach  sector  holding  the  front  lines; 
Limy,  the  St.  Mihiel  drive,  Toul  and  Mont 
Blanc  Ridge  and  Champaigne  sector,  where 
he  was  killed  by  shell  fire  Oct.  10,  1918, 
during  a  severe  barrage  which  was  being 
put  over  by  the  enemy. 


CHAPTER  XXIV. 
DALLAS  VILLAGE. 


Dallas  Village  is  located  in  the  south- 
central  part  of  the  county,  in  Section  14, 
west,  Dallas  Township,  on  the  Rldgeland- 
Reserve  branch  of  the  Minneapolis,  St 
Paul  ft  Sault  Ste  Marie  Railway.  The  sur¬ 
rounding  country  is  more  or  less  rolling, 
'and  still  has  some  fine  hardwood  groves. 
The  Upper  Pine  Creek  is  here  dammed, 
making  a  pretty  artificial  body  of  water 
known  as  Dallas  Lake. 

In  the  years  1869  and  1870,  three  men, 
all  farmers,  owned  the  greater  part  of  the 
acreage  where  the  village  of  Dallas  now  is, 
and  the  outlying  fields,  each  one  having 
In  the  early  years  a  clearing  and  house 
and  accompanying  buildings. 

The  one  nearest  the  present  village  cen¬ 
ter  was  Ole  Knutson,  whose  old-fashioned 
home  was  near  the  hank  of  Pine  Creek, 
where  the  K.  Espeseth  residence  now 
stands. 

About  half  a  mile  up  stream  on  the  same 
(wqpt)  side  of  the  stream  was  the  home  of 
Nelse  Tollffson.  Midway  between  the 
Knutson  and  Tollffson  residences,  but  about 


half  a  mile  to  the  west,  was  the  home  of 
Mr.  Toliffson’s  son,  Toliff  Nelson. 

For  a  while  one  Joseph  Boyd  had  a 
shack  on  Ole  Knutson’s  land,  but  as  he 
paid  no  rent,  and  was  reputed  to  be  a 
manufacturer  of  counterfeit  money  and 
illicit  whiskey,  he  was  pursuaded  to  depart. 

About  a  mile  or  more  south  of  the  site 
of  the  present  village,  William  Hufnall,  in 
the  early  seventies,  had  a  farm  on  which 
was  a  fine  spring  of  clear  water.  On  this 
farm  a  postofflce  was  established  with  Mr. 
Hufnall  as  postmaster,  to  which  the  name 
of  Sylvan  Springs  was  given.  In  the  spring 
of  1877j_  William  S.  Foster  opened  a  store 
on  the  southeast  corner  of  the  northeast 
quarter  of  Section  22,  Dallas  Township, 
about  a  half  mile  west  and  a  mile  south  of 
the  present  village.  He  was  appointed  post¬ 
master  Oct.  16,  1877,  moved  the  office  to 
his  store,  and  there  maintained  It.  The 
name  of  the  office  was  changed  to  Dallas. 

On  Feb.  29,  1878,  James  A.  Anderson  ar¬ 
rived  on  the  present  site  of  Dallas,  and 
was  thereafter  its  leading  citizen  for  some 
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four  decades.  Attracted  by  the  possibilities 
of  the  region,  and  especially  by 'the  possi¬ 
bilities  of  the  power  which  might  be  con¬ 
served  by  damming  the  still  flowing  Little 
(Upper)  Pine  Creek,  he  purchased  land  and 
water  rights  from  Nelse  Toliffson  and  Ole 
Knuteson  and  started  the  dam  and  mill. 

In  the  spring  of  1879,  Mr.  Anderson  in¬ 
terviewed  Mr.  Foster,  in  regard  to  moving 
the  store  and  postoffice  up  near  the  mill. 
The  suggestion  was  heartily  received  and 
Mr.  Foster  and  his  family,  the  store  build¬ 
ing,  and  the  Dallas  postoffice  were  in  a 
short  time  transplanted  to  a  beautiful  spot 
directly  across  the  square  from  the  mill.  All 
this  was  on  the  west  side  of  the  creek, 
which  by  damming  had  become  a  pretty 
lake. 

Business  on  the  east  side  of  the  pond  was 
started  by  Knute  Espeseth,  who  started  a 
general  store. 

Mr.  Anderson’s  mill  was  at  first  a  grist 
mill,  but  later  rollers  were  installed.  The 
mill  is  still  in  operation  by  the  son.  Matt, 
who  is  following  in  his  father’s  footsteps 
as  one  of  the  active  factors  in  the  life  of 
the  village.  Since  1916  power  has  been 
generated  in  the  mill  for  the  village  electric 
light  system. 

In  1880,  Mr.  Anderson  started  a  sawmill, 
and  later  added  planing  and  shingle  depart¬ 
ments.  In  1894  it  came  into  the  hands  of 
Even  Erickson  and  B.  Amundson.  A  year 
later,  Mr.  Erickson  became  sole  owner.  He 
operated  it  until  1900,  when  it  was  shut 
down,  dismantled  and  sold.  In  that  year  he 
built  the  planing  mill  which  he  is  still  con¬ 
ducting,  also  manufacturing  sash  and  doors 
and  doing  other  woodworking. 

With  the  dam  builh  the  mills  estab¬ 
lished,  the  postofflce  located,  and  the  Fos¬ 
ter  and  Espeseth  stores  running,  the  vil¬ 
lage  began  to  grow.  Blacksmith  shops  wero 
established  at  various  times  by  Louis  C. 
Hoyt,  Even  Erickson,  S.  A.  Severson  and 
John  L.  Fluent.  Mr.  Severson  added  an  en¬ 
gine  and  opened  a  saw  and  planing  mill. 
Pelton  Brothers  opened  a  hardware  store, 
Torger  Olson  a  harness  and  repair  shop. 
Ole  Christianson  a  shoe  shop,  William  S. 
Foster  the  Foster  House,  Martin  Grannie  a 
cabinet  shop,  and  Johnson  Malum  and  Hal- 
vorson  ft  Moe  general  stores. 

In  the  early  days  of  the  village,  the  Pa¬ 
trons  of  Husbandry  was  a  strong  organ¬ 
ization,  and  a  Grange  was  established  in 
Dallas  which  flourished  for  a  number  of 
years. 

The  original  plat  of  Dallas  is  not  on  rec¬ 
ord.  The  records  show  but  one  deed  under 
the  old  plat,  and  in  that  deed  the  lot  trans¬ 
ferred  is  described  in  meets  and  bounds. 
May  12.  1894,  .James  A.  Anderson  platted 
a  part  of  the  present  village,  the  surveyor 
being  D.  A.  Russell.  The  principal  busi¬ 
ness  portions  of  Dallas  are  not  platted,  the 
lots  still  being  described  by  meets  and 
bounds.  West  Dallas  was  platted  Sept.  10, 
1900.  on  land  of  Tolef  Nelson.  The  sur¬ 
veyor  was  H.  Brewer. 

The  Rice  Lake,  Dallas  ft  Menomonle 
Railroad  was  built  from  Ridgeland  to  Rice 
Lake,  through  Dallas,  in  1900,  and  trains 


started  running  in  the  fall  of  that  year. 
This  brought  new  life  to  the  village,  and 
established  it  as  an  important  trading  cen¬ 
ter.  The  depot  is  located  on  a  strip  of  land 
a  half  mile  long  and  260  feet  wide,  presented 
by  James  A.  Anderson. 

When  the  railroad  came  through  James 
A.  Anderson  opened  a  hotel  and  a  number 
of  other  new  industries  were  started. 

Besides  the  woodworking  mill  operated 
by  Even  Erickson.  Knute  Hanson  is  con¬ 
ducting  a  small  steam  sawmill.  Matt  An¬ 
derson  has  a  flour  mill.  There  are  two 
grain  elevators  combined  with  potato  ware¬ 
houses,  and  one  elevator  not  connected  with 
anything  else.  There  are  also  four  potato 
warehouses  not  included  in  those  mentioned 
above.  M.  A.  Gedney  of  St.  Paul,  has  a 
pickling  station  here,  and  among  the  other 
business  interests  are  a  lumber  yard,  black¬ 
smith  shop,  harness  and  shoe  repair  shops', 
a  shoemaker's  (repair  and  sales),  three  ga¬ 
rages,  a  hotel,  a  moving  picture  theatre,  a 
bank,  two  geperal  stores,  a  hardware  store. 
Jewelry  store,  drug  store,  three  confection¬ 
ery  stores  and  restaurants  combined,  and 
a  barber  shop.  There  is  also  a  Farmers’ 
Shipping  Association.  Fire  protection  is 
furnished  by  a  voluntary  department,  the 
apparatus  consisting  of  a  chemical,  pump¬ 
ing  engine,  hose  cart  and  hook  and  ladder. 

The  village  of  Dallas  was  Incorporated  in 
1903,  the  charter  being  dated  June  28,  at 
the  circuit  court  at  Superior,  A.  J.  Vinge, 
circuit  Judge.  The  first  election  was  held 
on  Aug.  16,  that  year,  and  the  officials 
elected  were  as  follows:  President.  R.  J. 
Tuttle;  clerk,  David  A.  Russell;  treasurer. 
J.  A.  Anderson;  trustees.  Even  Erickson, 
A.  P.  Manlon.  S.  A.  Syverson,  E.  A.  Pel- 
ton,  Isaac  Pecore  and  Harry  Halvorson; 
supervisor,  K.  Espeseth;  assessor,  J.  M.  Pel- 
ton;  constable,  J.  E.  Quam;  justices  of  the 
peace,  J.  K.  Johnson  and  F.  F.  Tibbetts; 
police  justice,  D.  A.  Russell. 

After  W.  S.  Foster  had  served  as  post¬ 
master  of  Dallas  for  some  twelve  or  four¬ 
teen  years,  he  was  succeeded  in  that  office 
by  John  G.  Johnson.  Later  Knute  Bs pe¬ 
so  th  had  it,  and  after  him  Torger  Oleson. 
Then  Mr.  Johnson  was  appointed  again  and 
served  for  about  sixteen  years,  or  until 
his  death  in  June,  1914,  when  he  was  suc¬ 
ceeded  by  his  son.  Frank.  The  latter  kept 
it  until  the  fall  of  1916,  when  the  appoint-' 
ment  fell  to  D.  E.  Thatcher,  who  is  still 
serving. 

About  1889  or  1890  a  frame  schoolbouse 
was  built  just  west  of  the  railway  station. 
It  continued  in  use  until  the  erection  of  the 
present  building  in  1903,  when  it  was  sold 
to  the  Methodists  for  a  church  building 
and  moved  to  its  present  site.  The  school 
building  now  in  use  is  two  stories  in  height 
and  contains  three  rooms,  in  which  nine 
grades  are  taught,  three  teachers  being 
employed.  The  building  cost  81,760,  a  loan 
being  obtained  from  the  state. 

No  sooner  was  the  nucleus  of  the  village 
of  Dallas  shaped  on  the  banks  of  the  little 
Pine  Creek  than  there  came  to  an  out-lying 
farm  home  two  women  of  culture  and  their 
Inspiring  influence  Is  well  worthy  of  men- 
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tlon  in  connection  with  the  early  training 
of  the  Dallas  children  and  young  people. 

Just  down  through  the  pines  a  little  way 
to  the  south  and  east  of  the  village,  nestled 
among  a  flr  grove,  were  the  comfortable 
buildings  of  H.  O.  Eggleston,  and  to  this 
home  came  Mrs.  Eggleston’s  sister,  Mrs. 
Scott,  of  Rock  County,  this  state,  and  her 
blind  daughter,  Maria,  Mr.  Scott  having  de¬ 
parted  this  life  some  time  previous. 

Thus  a  season  of  golden  opportunity 
came  to  the  very  door  of  the  pioneers  in 
the  wilderness. 

Here  Mrs.  Scott  called  the  neighbors  to¬ 
gether  each  Sunday  and  conducted  a  real 
live  Sunday  school,  Miss  Scott  presiding  at 
the  organ,  which  they  had  brought  with 
them,  and  alBo  leading  in  the  singing.  For 
some  time  during  the  early  eighties  the 
parents  also  gathered  with  their  children 
each  Sunday  in  Bible  study  and  worship. 

Miss  Scott  was  soon  found  to  be  not  only 
a  church  organist,  but  a  music  teacher  of 
no  small  degree  of  efficiency,  her  education, 
having  been  received  at  the  institute  for 
the  blind  at  Janesville,  Wis.,  which  school 
she  entered  at  nine  years  of  age,  grad¬ 
uating  from  the  same  in  the  year  1876  at 
the  age  of  nineteen.  Not  only  did  she  mas¬ 
ter  the  fundamentals  of  vocal  and  instru¬ 
mental  music,  technique  and  harmony,  but 
graduated  in  common  school  branches  as 
well  as  the  higher  studies. 

Her  ability  to  teach  was  wonderful  and 
the  fruits  of  her  untiring  efforts  directly  or 
indirectly,  are  still  bringing  joy  to  many  a 
home.  She  is  now  spending  her  declining 
years  with  her  sister.  Mrs.  Martha  Cart¬ 
wright  at  Ek  Mound,  Wis. 

At  the  present  time  there  are  two 
churches  in  Dallas,  the  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal.  and  the  Norwegian  Lutheran. 

The  Methodist  society  was  formed  some 
nineteen  or  twenty  years  ago,  and  for  a 
while  meetings  were  held  in  the  school- 
house.  When  in  1903  a  new  school  building 
became  necessary  the  Methodists  seized  the 
opportunity  to  buy  the  building  about  to 
be  discarded.  It  was  in  fairly  good  condi¬ 
tion,  having  been  erected  less  than  fifteen 
years  previously.  A  committee  composed 
of  L.  J.  Keyes,  Thomas  King,  C.  A.  Eggles¬ 
ton,  E.  A.  Pelton  and  the  pastor,  conducted 
the  transaction  on  behalf  of  the  church  and 
the  building  was  moved  from  where  it  then 
stood,  just  west  of  the  railway  depot  to 
its  present  site  and  was  enlarged  by  an  ad¬ 
dition.  The  society  was  associated  at  first 
with  that  at  Prairie  Farm,  the  two  being 
served  by  the  same  pastor,  but  for  years 
no  pastor  was  available  save  an  occasional 
supply.  Then  Ridgeland  and  Hillsdale  were 
included  in  the  charge,  and,  as  a  parson¬ 
age  was  bought  in  Dallas  in  October,  1921, 
the  pastor  now  resides  here.  He  is  the 
Rev.  Lawrence  A.  Lockhart,  who  came  from 
British  Columbia.  The  Dallas  congregation 
is  small,  now  numbering  half  a  dozen 
members. 

An  account  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran 
Church  may  be  found  in  an  article  on  the 
churches  of  that  denomination  in  Barron 


County,  by  the  Rev.  J.  E.  Nord,  elsewhere 
printed  in  this  volume. 

The  Dallas  Creamery  Association  was 
formed  in  1903  for  the  purpose  of  erecting 
a  building  and  starting  a  co-operative 
creamery.  At  a  meeting  held  March  17  that 
year,  of  which  Anthony  Pecore  was  chair¬ 
man,  a  building  committee  was  chosen,  con¬ 
sisting  of  Hans  Borgen,  David  Pecore,  John 
Borgen.  K.  Espeseth  and  L.  J.  Keyes.  The 
first  directors  were  Hans  Borgen,  Harry 
Halverson,  K.  Espeseth,  A.  Pecore,  Johann 
Hutz,  Sophus  Moe  and  Louis  Ellefson.  The 
officers  chosen  were:  K.  Espeseth,  presi¬ 
dent;  Sophus  Moe,  secretary,  and  Harry 
Halvarson,  treasurer.  J.  G.  Johnson  was 
manager.  In  1906  there  was  a  new  board 
of  directors  and  during  subsequent  years 
there  were  a  number  of  further  changes. 
The  enterprise,  as  a  cooperative  movement, 
failed  to  achieve  a  notable  success,  and  In 
January,  1919,  the  sale  of  the  creamery, 
supplies  and  equipment  was  authorized  by 
the  board  of  directors.  The  creamery  was 
bought  by  Ole  Asker,  who  "soon  sold  it  to 
Robert  Mobern,  and  the  latter  on  November 

I,  1919,  sold  to  G.  Hammer,  who,  with  his 
partner,  N.  C.  Ashley,  is  now  operating  it 
as  a  private  enterprise.  In  1920  the  total 
amount  of  cream  received  was  702,638 
pounds;  the  total  amount  paid  for  butter 
fat,  $115,297.60,  and  the  total  amount  of 
butter  made  was  226,435  pounds. 

The  Bank  of  Dallas  was  conducted  as  a 
private  bank,  or  partnership,  for  many 
years  by  L.  Starks,  J.  R.  Beggs,  J.  A.  An¬ 
derson  and  O.  T.  Vorland,  until  on  August 
29,  1903,  the  Bank  of  Dallas  was  incorpo¬ 
rated,  and  Its  directors  voted  on  September 
15,  1903,  to  take  over  the  assets  and  lia¬ 
bilities  of  the  private  bank,  the  Bank  of 
Dallas.  During  this  time,  Erland  Engh  was 
cashier  of  the  bank.  Its  resources  on  Sep¬ 
tember  16,  1903,  were  $20,375.32.  Mr.  Engh 
resigned  as  cashier  of  the  bank  on  August 

II,  1906.  At  that  time  the  directors  of  the 
bank  were  G.  T.  Vorland,  J.  A.  Anderson, 
Harry  Halverson  and  Sofus  Moe.  Upon  ac¬ 
ceptance  of  Mr.  Engh's  resignation  at  a  di¬ 
rectors  meeting  on  August  11,  1906,  Sofus 
Moe  was  elected  as  cashier,  but  did  not 
serve  as  Mr.  Engh’s  appointment  did  not 
expire  until  September  15,  1906,  and  Mr. 
Moe  resigned  as  cashier  on  August  25,  1906 
and  Mr.  Engh  was  again  re-elected  cashier! 
It  is  from  about  this  dat§  that  D.  A  Rus¬ 
sell’s  Identification  with  the  bank  Is  dated 
and  Mr.  Russell  served  either  as  chairman 
of  the  board  of  directors  or  president  of 
the  Bank  of  Dallas  from  that  time  until 
April,  1916,  when  he  sold  out  his  stock  in 
the  bank  to  C.  J.  Borum,  T.  W.  Borum,  G. 
R.  Borum  and  Coe  Bros.,  of  Barron,  Wis! 
In  April,  1916,  F.  L.  Van  Sickle  was  elected 
cashier  to  succeed  Erland  Engh,  which  po¬ 
sition  Mr.  Van  Sickle  held  until  July,  1919, 
at  which  time  Albin  Nystrom  was  elected 
cashier,  and  who  at  present  holds  that  po¬ 
sition.  The  bank  during  all  of  Its  years 
of  existence  has  made  steady  progress,  and 
Increases  in  capital  were  made  several 
times  until  In  1916  it  was  $10,000.00,  and  it 
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was  then  later  on  January  23,  1920,  In¬ 
creased  to  $25,000.00. 

The  present  officers  are  as  follows:  Chas. 
J.  Borum,  president;  F.  L.  Van  Sickle,  vice 
president;  M.  L.  Randall,  vice  president; 
A.  Nystrom,  cashier;  Philip  C.  Brooks,  as¬ 
sistant  cashier. 

The  Farmers  Store  Co.  has  a  prosperous 
establishment  in  a  sightly  and  convenient 
building.  The  company  bought  out  Alfred 
Linschied  in  1914.  The  first  manager  was 
Alfred  Engebrightsen,  who  was  followed  in 
October,  1917,  by  Sam.  Brusen,  of  Chetek, 
the  present  manager,  under  whose  guidance 
a  modern  store  is  being  successfully  con¬ 
ducted. 

The  Farmers  Shipping  Association  of 
Dallas  was  organized  on  March  3,  1917,  and 
has  since  continued  as  a  prosperous  enter¬ 
prise.  I.  H.  Baland  was  the  first  president. 
He  served  three  years.  Then  A.  Wintrone 
served  a  year,  followed  by  W.  Owen,  who 
is  now  in  office.  The  first  manager  was 
8.  Moe.  who  served  three  years.  He  was 
followed  by  GuBt  Wintrone,  who  has  since 
successfully  continued  in  the  position.  O. 
Borgqn  is  treasurer.  Olger  Wahl  is  secre¬ 
tary.  Ole  W’ahl  and  Ed.  Massie  are  the 
directors. 

Dallas  Colony,  No.  210,  Beavers,  was  or¬ 
ganized  May  16,  1907,  with  the  following 
charter  officers:  M.  W.  B.,  Sofus  Moe;  M. 
W.  Q.,  Elsie  Hankin;  W.  C.,  Arthur  Han- 
kin;  W.  Secretary,  Millie  Dahl;  W.  Treas¬ 
urer,  Charles  Swenson;  Q.  of  L.,  Mabel 
Kellar;  Q.  of  T.,  Alma  Pecore;  Q.  of  C., 
Nellie  Randall;  W.  P.,  Amanda  Warner;  W. 
G.,  Willet  Warner;  W.  T.,  Alex  Kellar; 
Trustees.  A.  Hankin,  Dorthea  Severson  and 
David  Pecore;  organist,  Susie  Pecore.  Mrs. 
Elsie  Hankin  has  been  M.  W.  Q.  since  Do- 
cember,  1908,  except  one  year  when  she 
was  in  Rice  Lake.  She  has  been  a  delegate 
to  the  Grand  Convention  at  Antigo  in  1910, 
at  Chippewa  Falls  in  1912,  and  at  Madison 
in  1914,  as  well  as  to  district  conventions. 
There  are  at  present  sixty  beneficent  mem¬ 
bers  in  good  standing,  of  whom  six  live  in 
Montana,  two  in  Washington  and  one  in 
New  York.  There  are  also  seventeen  junior 
Beavers.  The  deceased  members  are  Mar¬ 
tin  Lybeck,  Burton  Bishop,  Mrs.  Verna 
Baland,  Mrs.  Lydia  Marsh  and  Mrs.  Alma 
Hankin. 

A  little  more  than  half  a  century  ago  the 
territory  now  included  in  the  township  of 
Dallas  was  a  wilderness  inhabited  only  by 
Chippewa  Indians,  but  from  the  year  1868 
visited  in  the  fall  and  spring  by  a  white 
hunter  and  trapper,  W.  A.  Kent,  who  finally 
settled  on  a  farm.  He  became  a  prominent 
citizen,  moved  to  Barron  to  take  up  the 
duties  of  the  office  of  register  of  deeds,  and 
afterward  opened  a  hotel  at  Cameron. 

In  the  summer  of  1867  Alfred  B.  Finley 
settlod  on  160  acres  of  land  in  sections  31 
and  32,  and  built  a  log  cabin,  being  the  first 
settler  in  the  southwestern  part  of  the 
township.  A  large  part  of  his  life  was  de¬ 
voted  to  educational  work,  and  he  served 
as  one  of  the  early  superintendents  of  Bar¬ 
ron  County  schools.  The  old  train  from 
the  Washburn  Farms  in  Dunn  County  to  the 


Quadorer  Camp,  now  Barron,  led  past  his 
door. 

In  1868  William  Rafferty  arrived.  Wood¬ 
bury  S.  Grover  came  the  same  year  and 
took  a  homestead  of  160  acres  in  section 
32.  Mr.  Grover  at  once  took  an  active  part 
in  public  affairs.  It  was  he,  who,  as  county 
clerk  in  187.4,  took  the  records  from  Rice 
Lake  to  Barron,  as  related  elsewhere,  thus 
removing  the  county  seat  to  the  place 
where  it  has  since  been  located.  He  also 
served  actively  in  town  office. 

Dallas  Township  was  heavily  wooded  in 
parts,  and  in  other  parts  consisted  of  “oak 
openings"  and  naturally  attracted  the  men 
who  wished  to  establish  farms. 

The  Flanagan  family  came  in  the  summer 
of  1869,  and  Thomas  W.  Blyton  and  family 
came  in  the  same  year,  taking  a  homestead 
in  section  4,  west. 

A  number  of  settlers  arrived  in  1870,  in¬ 
cluding  Hyram  Pelton,  B.  B.  Fuller,  Lee 
Millard,  S.  M.  Pelton,  Swen  Swenson,  Ole 
Knutson,  William  T.  Cole,  Nelse  Toliffson 
(Granum),  Knute  Amundson  and  Christ 
Sorenson. 

Nelse  Toliffson,  who  is  said  to  have  been 
the  first  Norwegian  settler  in  the  township, 
located  in  section  14,  west.  He  is  still 
living,  being  now  92  years  old. 

Joseph  Pecore,  born  In  New  York  State 
in  May,  1820,  took  a  squatter’s  claim  in 
section  16,  west,  in  1871,  but  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  year  moved  to  section  27,  west.  He  is 
still  living,  and  has  now  passed  the  century 
mark.  Among  the  other  settlers  in  the 
township  in  1871  were  Charles  Salsbury  in 
sections  18  and  19;  Trone  Wintrone,  sec¬ 
tion  12,  west;  and  Lens  Arenson,  section 
10,  west  John  G.  Johnson,  who  in  1870 
had  located  in  section  10,  Maple  Grove,  also 
took  land  in  section  14,  Dallas,  which  he 
improved.  Later  he  became  one  of  the 
leading  business  men  of  the  village. 

In  1872  Christian  Oleson  took  a  home¬ 
stead  in  section  24,  and  Thomas  J.  Howard 
in  section  8,  west.  About  the  same  time 
Ole  Ellefson  took  a  piece  of  land  on  Pine 
Creek;  and  Henry  O.  Eggleston,  a  native 
of  England,  settled  on  section  24. 

Up  to  this  time  the  Indians  had  a  camp¬ 
ing  ground  on  the  spot  now  occupied  by 
the  buildings  of  Halver  E.  Halverson,  but 
in  the  spring  of  1872  they  left  to  take  up 
their  home  on  the  Couderay  reservation. 

No  further  obstacle  now  remained  in  the 
way  of  white  settlement  and  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  agriculture.  In  addition  to  the 
“oak  openings”  there  were  some  stands  of 
hardwood,  which  was  gradually  cleared  out 
by  the  settlers. 

In  1873  Easton  Ellefson  settled  in  section 
36;  Dixon  S.  Rogers  and  family  came  in 
1874,  locating  in  section  18;  also  Ole  T.  An¬ 
derson.  who  took  80  acres  in  section  31. 
east,  and  80  acres  adjoining  in  Dunn  County. 

In  1876  Benjamin  F.  Massie  settledin 
section  19.  and  in  the  following  year  Wil¬ 
liam  S.  Foster  and  others  arrived.  From 
this  time  on  the  population  increased  more 
rapidly  until  all  the  best  farm  and  dairy 
land  was  taken  up. 
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The  Pitts  School  District,  Dallas  Town¬ 
ship,  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  county. 
It  was  organized  Oct.  15,  1871.  Henry  M. 
Wlthey  was  the  first  clerk.  The  school- 
house  stood  about  30  rods  north  of  the  pres¬ 
ent  residence,  on  the  west  side  of  the  pres¬ 
ent  road.  In  the  fall  of  1872  Charles  Sals* 
bury  was  elected  clerk.  Of  conditions  in 
those  days  he  says:  The  schools  were  then 
run  on  the  township  system.  When  a  new 
district  was  formed,  it  was  numbered  Sub- 
District  No.  1,  Sub-District  No.  2,  etc.  The 
several  clerks  met  once  a  year.  Each  dis¬ 
trict  estimated  the  cost  of  running  the 
school  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  the  clerk 
presented  this  estimate  to  the  school  clerks 
at  their  annual  meetings,  to  be  accepted  or 
rejected  as  the  school  board  saw  fit  That 
fall,  1872,  the  clerks  met  at  a  logging  camp 
on  the  Red  Cedar  River,  located  on  the 
road  running  from  Barron  to  Rice  Lake. 
We  spent  three  days  in  attending  these 
meetings,  one  day  going,  one  day  attending, 
and  one  day  returning.  We  received  a  com¬ 
pensation  of  $10  for  the  school  year.”  Mr. 
Salsbury  was  again  elected  clerk  in  1873. 
It  was  then  decided  to  move  the  school- 
house  to  the  site  of  the  present  schoolhouse. 
At  the  annual  clerks’  meeting  of  that  year, 
some  of  the  west  side  of  the  Pitts  district 
was  taken  off,  and  the  Pleasant  Creek  dis¬ 
trict  formed. 

The  Free  Baptist  Church. — Rev.  Q.  A. 
Taylor  came  to  Barron  County  from  Maus- 
ton,  Wis.,  in  the  summer  of  1883  in  quest 
of  a  home,  and  purchased  80  acres  of 
heavily  wooded  timbered  land  in  the  north¬ 
western  part  of  Dallas  Township.  Along 
the  western  boundary  of  this  tract  lay  the 
main  road  from  what  was  then  known  as 
the  “Prairie”  to  the  county  seat,  a  highway 
which  was  then  scarcely  more  than  a  trail, 
but  which  is  now  the  well  improved  “Trunk 
Line,  No.  25.”  Selecting  a  slight  raise  of 
ground  along  this  road,  Mr.  Taylor  cut 
away  the  timber  on  a  small  acreage,  and 
with  the  assistance  of  neighbors  "rolled  up” 
a  log  cabin,  which  was  to  serve  as  a  home 
for  himself  and  family  until  prosperity 
might  materialize  his  vision  of  a  more  pre¬ 
tentious  dwelling. 

Later  in  the  season  Mrs.  Taylor  and  eight 
children,  three  sons  and  five  daughters,  ar¬ 
rived.  Thus  O.  A.  Taylor  and  his  family 
became  residents  of  Dallas  Township. 

As  the  year  1883  waned,  happenings  and 
events  incident  to  pioneer  life  filled  the 
shortening  days  until  Dec.  23,  when  an 
event  of  greater  significance  occurred,  as 
evidenced  by  this  item  in  the  clerk's  rec¬ 
ords  of  the  First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
of  Dallas: 

“According  to  previous  arrangement,  a 
Council  met  at  the  home  of  Brother  George 
A.  Taylor,  and  after  enjoying  a  good  cove¬ 
nant  meeting,  in  the  presence  of  the  Master, 
proceeded  to  organize  a  church.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  persons  presented  themselves  for 
membership:  George  A.  Taylor,  Nancy  A 
Taylor,  Irene  M.  E.  Taylor,  Emma  L.  Tay¬ 
lor,  James  L.  Taylor;  and  the  following 
were  received  as  candidates  for  baptism 
and  church  membership:  Adelbert  R. 


Wells,  A.  C.  Deitrick  and  Dora  Deitrick. 
Consecrating  prayer  offered  by  B.  A.  Stowe; 
right  hand  of  fellowship  and  presenting  of 
Bible,  by  Rev.  A  Hathaway.  (Signed) 
Council,  A  Hathaway  and  B.  A  Stowe.” 

The  name  of  “First  Free  Baptist  Church 
of  Dallas”  was  chosen.  The  next  day  being 
Sunday,  services  were  held  in  the  evening 
in  the  "old  log  schoolhouse.”  Elizabeth 
Nicklow,  who  had  previously  been  baptized 
at  Mulcreek,  Indiana,  was  received  into  the 
church  in  full  fellowship,  and  Lucinda  and 
Lilly  Taylor  and  Maggie  Nicklow  as  candi¬ 
dates  for  baptism  and  full  membership. 

A.  C.  Deitrick  was  chosen  clerk  at  the 
first  business  meeting  after  the  church  was 
organized,  and  Rev.  G.  A  Taylor  was 
“chosen”  (the  word  "hired”  is  not  used) 
as  pastor.  March  24,  1884,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Deitrick  received  letters  of  dismissal  from 
the  church  to  unite  with  the  church  at 
Barron,  whither  they  had  moved. 

In  the  spring  of  1884  the  first  baptismal 
services  were  held,  the  persons  baptized 
being:  R.  A.  Wells,  Lucinda  Taylor,  Lilly 
Taylor  and  Maggie  Nicklow.  These  four 
also  received  the  right  hand  of  fellowship 
in  the  church,  making  a  total  membership 
of  nine. 

On  June  1,  1889,  the  'covenant  meeting 
was  held  at  the  schoolhouse,  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  A.  C.  Deitrick,  who  had  returned  from 
Barron,  and  Elizabeth  Nicklow  and  Bessie 
Taylor  were  chosen  delegates  to  the  quar¬ 
terly  meeting. 

In  September,  Elder  Taylor,  with  his  own 
axe,  underhrunhed  a  suitable  piece  of 
ground  near  the  old  schoolhouse  and  In¬ 
vited  the  quarterly  meeting  to  convene 
there,  using  this  shady  grove  for  the  day 
service  and  holding  the  evening  service  in 
the  schoolhouse.  At  this  session,  Marla 
Scott  first  appeared  as  organist  in  West 
Dallas,  and  Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  G.  Peterson 
attended  their  first  services  here. 

Before  this,  in  1887,  at  a  covenant  meet¬ 
ing  held  at  the  home  of  A.  C.  Deitrick,  it 
had  been  voted  that  each  church  member 
should  pay  twenty-five  cents  each  annually 
to  home  missions,  and  five  cents  each  for 
quarterly  meeting  expenses.  Up  to  No¬ 
vember,  1889,  no  other  money  matters  are 
mentioned.  A  note  was  then  made  that  the 
pastor  had  received  $7.25  at  a  "Donation" 
given  at  his  home. 

In  January,  1890,  A.  C.  Deitrick  was  chos¬ 
en  deacon  and  John  Rogers,  clerk.  It  was 
voted  that  the  Lord’s  feast  should  be  ob¬ 
served  every  three  months.  Plans  were 
made  for  the  incorporation  of  the  building 
committee  of  the  church.  In  February  of 
the  same  year  it  was  decided  that  six  trus¬ 
tees  should  be  appointed,  three  from  the 
church  membership  and  three  outside  the 
church  membership.  The  trustees  appointed 
were:  G.  A.  Taylor,  A  C.  Deitrick  and  John 
Rogers  from  the  church,  and  G.  M.  Keller, 
Samuel  Dows  and  Isaac  Cooper  from  out¬ 
side  the  church.  These  trustees  evidently 
constituted  the  building  committee.  In 
March,  1890.  G.  A.  Taylor  reported  on  be¬ 
half  of  tbe  committee  that  a  site  had  been 
selected  "ten  rods  square  in  the  southwest 


d  by  Google 


1124 


HISTORY  OF  BARRON  COUNTY 


corner  of  the  southwest  quarter  of  the 
southeast  quarter  of  section  6,  township  32, 
range  12,  said  site  being  the  property  of 
Jerome  Coe,  of  Barron,  he  agreeing  to  do¬ 
nate  the  same  to  the  church  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  erecting  a  church  thereon."  But 
busy  as  the  members  were,  gathering  means 
and  material,  home  missions  were  not  for¬ 
gotten,  for  in  April,  $4.65  was  forwarded  to 
J.  D.  Batson,  home  missions  treasurer.  Later 
In  the  year  the  records  contain  a  list  of 
the  contributors  toward  the  church  building 
fund,  headed  by  the  Ladies’  Free  Baptist 
Home  Mission  Auxiliary,  $166.45.  Prac¬ 
tically  everybody  in  this  region  contributed, 
either  in  work  or  money.  The  names  of 
J.  Kahl,  A.  W.  Arndt,  E.  S.  Coleman  and 
Jerome  Coe,  of  Barron,  appear  on  the  list, 
as  well  as  Hon.  Woodbury  S.  Grover,  of 
Ridgeland,  and  James  A.  Anderson  and  W. 
S.  Foster,  of  Dallas.  The  contributions 
total  $699.65.  The  trustees  at  the  time  of 
this  report  were  G.  A.  Taylor,  Isaac  Cooper, 
John  L.  Rogers  and  B.  A.  Stowe. 

With  right  good  will  the  people  labored, 
and  in  September,  1890,  the  building  was 
nearing  completion  and  the  September  quar¬ 
terly  meeting  was  held  within  its  doors. 
June  1,  1891,  the  building  was  dedicated. 
J.  D.  Batson,  of  Minnesota,  conducted  the 
service. 

G.  A.  Taylor  was  “hired”  as  pastor  for 
the  ensuing  year  at  a  salary  of  $50.  An 
organ  was  presented  the  church  by  E.  S. 
Conway,  secretary  of  the  Kimball  Company, 
of  Chicago,  and  on  Oct.  3,  1891,  Mattie  L. 
Foster,  now  Mrs.  Perry  V.  Nicklow,  was 
chosen  organist,  a  position  still  tendered  her 
after  thirty-one  years  of  service. 

In  1892  A.  M.  White  became  pastor  at 
$75  a  year.  J.  L.  Rogers,  S.  Dowd  and  A. 
C.  Deltrick  were  appointed  as  finance  com¬ 
mittee,  their  duties  being  to  collect  the 
pastor’s  salary,  mission  dues  and  quarterly 
meeting  dues. 

Covenant  meetings  were  held  every 
month  this  year.  At  the  August  meeting 
sixteen  members  and  seven  visitors  were 
present.  A  movement  was  started  to  with¬ 
draw  from  tho  St.  Croix  Quarterly  Meeting 
and  to  form  a  new  quartely  meeting,  con¬ 
sisting  of  Dallas,  Maple  Grove,  Clear  Lake 
and  Vance  Creek. 

During  the  first  ten  years  from  Decem¬ 
ber,  1883,  to  December,  1893,  the  following 
persons  were  baptized  in  addition  to  the 
four  already  mentioned:  Mrs.  Dora  Deit- 
rlck,  A.  C.  Deltrick,  Archie  Hall,  Bessie 
Tavlor,  Hattie  Nicklow,  Barbara  Hall.  John 
Nicklow,  Mattie  L.  Foster,  Reuben  Taylor, 
Ernest  Taylor,  Zanetta  Deltrick,  S.  C.  Miles 
and  John  Rogers,  making  a  total  of  seven¬ 
teen.  Besides  the  first  six  church  members 
mentioned,  the  following  united  in  fellow¬ 
ship:  R.  A  Wells,  Lucinda  Taylor,  Lilly 
Taylor,  Maggie  Nicklow,  Alanson  Dowd, 
Ursula  Cooper,  B.  A,  Stowe,  C.  M.  Stowe, 
Anna  Wygant,  Mattie  G.  Foster,  Samuel 
Dowd,  D.  Ledyard,  Mrs.  Samuel  Dowd,  S. 
C.  Miles,  Barbara  Hall,  Archie  Hall,  Za¬ 
netta  Deltrick.  Reuben  Taylor,  Ernest 
Taylor  and  Mrs.  D.  Ledyard,  making  a  total 
of  26  taken  In  the  church  in  the  first  ten 


years.  Within  this  time,  however,  five  were 
dismissed  by  letter,  and  the  deaths  of  Irene 
Taylor,  James  Taylor,  Maggie  Nicklow  and 
Alanson  Dowd  appear  in  the  records. 

The  next  ten  years  the  little  church  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  been  a  Chautauqua  center, 
the  following  ministers  filling  the  pulpit  for 
various  periods  of  time.  On  Aug.  6,  1893, 
George  A.  Taylor  was  again  engaged  as 
pastor,  but  owing  to  poor  health  was  forced 
to  resign  the  following  spring.  On  Aug.  4, 
1894,  Rev.  J.  G.  Peterson  became  pastor  at 
a  salary  of  $76  a  year.  The  August  cove¬ 
nant  meeting  reports  fifteen  present  The 
following  September,  Rev.  George  A.  Tay¬ 
lor  was  appointed  a  committee  of  one  to 
interview  the  Free  Baptist  Churches  of 
Barron  County  in  regard  to  withdrawing 
from  the  St  Croix  Quarterly  Meeting  and 
forming  a  new  quarterly  meeting.  March 
16,  1895,  the  minutes  record  “horse  sheds 
mentioned  but  nothing  done.”  June  8,  1895, 
Elder  Taylor  was  appointed  delegate  to  the 
yearly  meeting,  and  ten  cents  levied  on 
each  member  to  pay  the  delegate's  ex¬ 
penses.  During  1895-96,  Mr.  Taylor  acted 
as  pastor,  except  for  three  months  in  the 
fall  of  1896,  when  James  Wilcox  was  pastor. 
The  next  pastor  was  Rev.  A.  M.  White. 
For  his  benefit  the  first  ice  creaqj  supper 
was  given  by  the  church,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Nicklow,  Reuben  Taylor  and  Bessie  Taylor 
being  the  committee  on  materials,  and  J. 
S.  Dowd  being  the  committee  on  program. 

On  Sept.  4,  1897,  G.  A.  Taylor  had  again 
taken  charge  of  the  church.  The  following 
April  Rev.  F.  5*  Moulton  was  chosen  pas¬ 
tor,  and  continued  thus  for  six  months, 
when  he  resigned  to  be  followed  by  Rev. 
B.  A.  Stowe.  Mr.  Stowe  resigned  after  a 
few  months’  service,  leaving  the  burden 
of  the  church  on  Rev.  G.  A.  Taylor  again 
until  June  1,  1901,  when  Rev.  David  Smith 
was  chosen  pastor  for  one  year.  The  im¬ 
possibility  of  securing  a  permanent  pastor 
led  the  church  to  request  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  pastor,  H.  W.  Bedford,  to  preach 
at  tho  Baptist  Church  on  alternate  Sunday 
afternoons. 

During  this  period,  1893  to  1903,  but  two 
more  were  baptized,  G.  M.  Keller  and  Perry 
V.  Nicklow.  and  but  two  members  received 
Into  the  church,  Emma  Hunt  and  Arthur 
Logan.  The  church  was  diminished  by  the 
dismissing  or  dropping  of  five  names,  and 
by  death  of  John  Rogers.  July  1.  1896;  Mrs. 
Anna  Wygant,  June  8,  1891;  John  Nicklow, 
Sept.  28.  1892;  and  Hattie  Nicklow  Sands, 
March  27,  1900. 

The  third  period  was  ushered  in  by  Rev. 
Bedford  continuing  to  supply  for  a  while. 
Then  the  little  band  was  without  a  pastor 
for  some  time.  The  church  letter  of  Sept. 
12.  1906.  reports  four  resident  members, 
Mrs.  Lilly  Dowd,  Bessie  Rogers,  Mrs.  Eliza¬ 
beth  Nicklow  and  Mrs.  Mattie  L.  Nicklow, 
and  one  non-resident  member.  Rev.  G.  A. 
Taylor. 

In  the  spring  of  1906  Rev.  Barton  Addis 
came  to  the  field  and  held  a  series  of  meet¬ 
ings  which  resulted  In  several  conversions 
and  baptisms.  He  was  pastor  of  this  church 
two  years.  During  the  first  year  of  his  min- 
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istry  here,  the  Maple  Grove  and  West  Dal¬ 
las  Free  Baptist  churches  requested  admis¬ 
sion  to  the  Waupon  Quarterly  Meeting.  On 
Sept.  7,  1907,  the  Waupon  Quarterly  Meet¬ 
ing  was  entertained  by  the  Dallas  Free  Bap¬ 
tist  Church  and  the  request  for  union  was 
granted,  at  which  time  the  relations  with 
the  St.  Croix  Quarterly  Meeting  ceased. 
Mrs.  Jewett  and  Rev.  Bridewell  remained 
in  the  field  and  conducted  a  revival  which 
added  several  members  to  the  church. 
While  the  Waupun  Quarterly  Meeting  was 
in  session  here,  Reuben  Taylor,  the  son  of 
Rev.  George  C.  Taylor,  was  licensed  to 
preach  the  gospel. 

On  June  12,  1908,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Xddis, 
having  finished  their  work  here,  were 
granted  church  letters.  While  on  this  field, 
seventeen  persons  were  baptized  by  Mr. 
Addis  and  seventeen  new  members  brought 
Into  the  churcji.  This  brought  the  total  to 
21  resident  members,  and  one  non-resident 
member.  Rev.  Addis  received  about  $125 
a  year,  the  Ladies  Social  Circle  contribut¬ 
ing  toward  his  salary.  Cottage  prayer  meet¬ 
ings  were  held  during  this  period,  the  first 
being  at  the  Lambert  Rogers  residence. 

In  1908  Rev.  J.  G.  Peterson  was  again 
called  to  the  pulpit,  and  thereafter  served 
over  three  years.  The  church  was  repaint¬ 
ed.  It  presented  a  beautiful  appearance, 
with  its  snow  white  coat  resting  as  it  did 
on  a  carpet  of  green,  amid  shadows  of 
darker  hue,  from  nearby  elms.  Each  Sun¬ 
day  morning  found  it  open  for  all  who  came 
that  way,  and  those  who  entered  found  that 
the  outer  appearance  was  but  an  index  to 
the  interior,  as  that  too  had  been  papered, 
carpeted  and  made  new  again.  The  faith¬ 
ful  work  of  all  is  recorded  in  the  books. 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Peterson  being  especially 
mentioned  as  working  three  days  papering 
the  interior.  May  29,  1909,  "Mother  Hall” 
and  "Happy  Jim”  were  present  at  the  quar¬ 
terly  meeting.  Four  weeks  of  meetings 
were  held  by  Rev.  J.  Bascom  McMlnn  in  the 
winter  of  1910.  In  November,  1911,  quar¬ 
terly  meeting  was  again  held  here.  Rev. 
Longfleld  being  present.  In  the  spring  of 
1913  two  regular  Baptist  workers,  Rev. 
Wheeler  and  Rev.  Gales  of  Milwaukee  came 
on  the  field  in  the  interests  of  the  Baptist 
State  Convention.  As  the  result  of  their 
work  the  church  united  with  the  Eau  Claire 
Baptist  Association,  still  retaining,  how¬ 
ever,  its  original  name.  On  June  18,  1913, 
J.  S.  Dowd  and  Rev.  J.  G.  Peterson  repre¬ 
sented  the  church  at  the  Association  meal¬ 
ing  held  at  Augusta,  receiving  the  right 
hand  of  fellowship  in  behalf  of  the  West 
Dallas  church. 

In  the  fall  of  1913  Rev.  Pratt  held  serv¬ 
ices  here.  Charles  Alborn  came  here  as  a 
candidate  March  2,  1913,  and  was  hired  as 
pastor  April  27,  1913. 

From  1903  to  1913  the  church  suffered  its 
greatest  fluctuation  in  membership.  From 
a  resident  membership  of  four  it  grew  to  a 
membership  of  twenty-four.  Soon  fifteen 
names  were  dismissed  or  dropped.  A  little 
»  later  a  report  shows  an  addition  of  fourteen 
members.  During  these  ten  years  twenty- 
two  persons  were  baptized  by  the  pastors. 


The  deacons  during  this  period  were:  G.  A. 
Taylor,  J.  S.  Dowd  and  Mr.  Bailey.  Isaac 
Cooper  was  trustee  from  1892  to  1903,  G.  A. 
Taylor  from  1893  to  1904,  D.  S.  Bishop  from 
1906  to  1909.  Other  names  were  Samuel 
Dowd  from  1893  to  1904,  and  S.  C.  Miles  and 
Reuben  Taylor  for  shorter  periods.  Ursula 
Cooper  died  in  August,  1906,  and  Nancy 
Taylor  in  December  of  the  same  year. 

Rev.  Alborn  tendered  his  resignation  to 
take  effect  Nov.  16,  1914.  Dec.  1  a  call  was 
extended  to  Rev.  W.  A.  Nickerson,  who 
stayed  a  short  time  and  then,  on  account  of 
ill  health,  resigned  in  May,  1916.  During 
this  period  an  individual  communion  set 
was  purchased.  An  event  of  unusual  in¬ 
terest  was  the  marriage  of  the  Rev.  W.  A. 
Nickerson  and  Edna  Leland,  of  Boston,  at 
the  church,  and  the  banquet  and  reception 
at  the  home  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Peterson. 
Dr.  D.  W.  Hulburt  of  Milwaukee  visited  the 
church  in  July  and  in  September.  In  Oc¬ 
tober,  1916,  Rev.  Russell  Hoffman  took  up 
the  work.  May  6,  1917,  Rev.  Ole  P.  Lovik 
came.  During  the  next  three  months  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  B.  R.  McKinney,  of  Eau  Claire, 
Rev.  Allen  of  Cumberland,  and  Dr.  D.  W. 
Hulburt  are  mentioned  as  speakers. 

In  November,  1917,  Rev.  S.  R.  Dunlop  was 
engaged.  The  horse  sheds,  partially  built 
in  the  years  gone  by,  had  decayed.  Accord¬ 
ingly,  through  help  from  the  Ladies  Social 
Circle,  and  the  Progressive  Class  of  the 
Sunday  School,  a  substantial  new  shed  was 
erected.  In  February,  1922,  the  roof  fell 
in,  overburdened  with  snow  and  ice.  During 
Mr.  Dunlop’s  pastorate,  the  church  went 
on  record  as  heartily  reaffirming  the  belief 
of  the  members  in  the  "Confession  of 
Faith”  adopted  by  the  Conference  on  Fun¬ 
damentals,  held  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  in 
June,  1921. 

In  November,  1917,  Rev.  S.  R.  Dunlop  was 
engaged  as  pastor.  During  his  pastorate 
the  church  went  on  record  as  heartily  re¬ 
affirming  the  belief  of  the  members  In  the 
"Confession  of  Faith”  adopted  by  the  Con¬ 
ference  on  Fundamentals  held  at  Des 
Moines,  Iowa,  in  June,  1921. 

From  1913  to  the  present  time,  covering 
a  period  of  nine  years,  thirteen  members 
have  been  added  to  the  church,  and  there 
have  been  four  baptisms.  The  membership 
was  diminished  by  four  dismissals,  and  the 
deaths  of  Elsie  Dowd,  in  April,  1918;  Wal¬ 
ter  Sanford,  Sept.,  1921;  Mrs.  G.  W.  Sher¬ 
wood.  in  1914;  Mrs.  Lydia  Hulburt,  in  1919; 
and  C.  A.  Taylor,  in  1913,  the  last  three 
named  being  non-resident  members. 

From  1883  to  1906,  the  first  twenty-three 
years,  the  clerks  were:  A.  R.  Wells,  A.  C. 
Deitrlck,  John  Rogers,  Lucinda  Taylor, 
Emma  Taylor,  Reuben  Taylor,  Bessie  Rog¬ 
ers,  Ursula  Cooper  and  Bessie  Rogers.  Mat- 
tie  L.  (Mrs.  Perry  V.)  Nicklow  has  filled 
the  office  from  1906  to  the  present  time 
with  the  exception  of  six  months  when  the 
names  of  lea  Dissmore  and  Mrs.  Lilly 
Dowd  appear  as  clerks.  The  present  treas¬ 
urer  is  Mrs.  Dan  Bishop.  The  trustees  are 
Bessie  Rogers,  elected  in  1917;  J.  S.  Dowd, 
elected  in  1904;  and  Perry  V.  Nicklow,  who, 
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with  the  exception  of  three  yean,  has  been 
trustee  since  August  30,  1895,  a  period  of 
twenty-seven  years.  For  more  than  ten 
years  this  church  has  been  a  part  of  a  cir¬ 
cuit,  the  Hillsdale  and  Maple  Grove  Baptist 
churches  co-operating  with  them  in 'engag¬ 
ing  a  pastor. 

The  membership  Oct.  3,  1921,  was  twenty. 
Only  two  of  the  George  A.  Taylor  family, 
Mrs.  Lilly  Dowd  and  Mrs.  Bessie  Rogers,  are 
still  members  in  the  church.  The  rest  are 
In  the  West,  except  Reuben,  who  teaches 
near  Bruel,  this  state.  One  by  one  they 
left  for  homes  in  other  states.  Rev.  Taylor 
moved  to  Ridgeland  twenty  years  ago,  and 
from  there  to  the  state  of  Idaho,  where  in 
1913  he  departed  this  life.  While  other 
pastors  served  this  church,  Elder  Taylor 
was  in  spirit,  pastor  emeritus,  wherever  he 


was,  having  this  little  church  first  in  his 
heart;  he  being  the  founder,  organizer  and 
for  nine  years  pastor.  The  church  organi¬ 
zation  and  building  constitute  a  blessed 
monument  to  his  memory. 

During  all  these  years  a  Sunday  School 
has  been  held  in  the  Free  Baptist  Church, 
and  until  tho  influenza  epidemic,  only  a 
few  sessions  were  missed.  The  member¬ 
ship  has  ranged  from  thirty  to  fifty.  There 
are  at  present  six  classes,  two  of  which  are 
taking  graded  work.  ■  The  young  people’s 
class  has  taken  the  name  of  “Progressive.” 
It  was  organized  in  1912  with  J.  8.  Dowd 
as  teacher.  He  Is  still  serving.  The  school 
is  called  the  Forest  Union  Sunday  School. 
Among  the  early  superintendents  were: 
David  Bishop,  A.  C.  Deitrlck  and  G.  M. 
Keller. 


CHAPTER  XXV. 

PRAIRIE  FARM  VILLAGE. 


Prairie  Farm,  the  oldest  settlement  in 
Barron  County,  and  the  most  important  of 
Its  inland  villages,  is  beautifully  located  in 
Section  28,  Prairie  Farm  Township.  Above 
it,  against  the  western  sky,  towers  a  great 
bluff,  some  200  feet  in  height,  at  the  foot 
of  which  the  picturesque  Hay  River,  ob¬ 
structed  by  a  dam,  widens  into  a  pretty 
artificial  lake.  At  the  north  and  west  are 
rolling  hills,  while  to  the  southward 
stretches  an  ever  widening  prairie  into 
Dunn  County. 

The  three  churches  point  their  spires 
toward  the  heavens  above  the  roofs  of  the 
substantial  residences,  the  principal  store, 
set  amid  a  park,  is  the  finest  in  this  part 
of  the  state,  artistic  in  design  and  con¬ 
struction,  a  sightly  state  bank  looks  after 
the  financial  interests  of  the  vicinity,  and 
the  principal  streets  have  some  excellent 
stores  and  other  business  houses. 

At  the  dam  is  a  saw  mill,  grist  mill,  lath 
and  cheese  box  factory,  electric  light  and 
power  plant  and  lumber  yard.  The  village 
also  has  an  excellent  creamery.  A  Com¬ 
munity  club  and  other  Farmers’  organiza¬ 
tions  flourish  here,  and  the  place  is  a  real 
community  center. 

The  village  is  Incorporated,  and  the  im¬ 
provements  consist  of  a  fire  department, 
electric  light  service  and  a  pretty  park. 
The  school,  set  in  ample  grounds,  improved 
with  recreational  apparatus,  covers  nine 
grades  of  study.  A  soldier’s  monument 
testifies  to  the  patriotism  of  the  people. 
The  annual  Memorial  Day  celebrations 
have  become  a  feature  widely  known 
throughout  this  part  of  the  state,  and  more 
recently  the  Armistice  Day  celebrations 
are  also  assuming  considerable  Importance. 

The  early  history  of  Prairie  Farm  is  in¬ 
separably  interwoven  with  the  history  of 
the  Knapp,  Stout  ft  Co.  operations  in  Bar¬ 
ron  County.  For  many  years  it  was  the 


company  headquarters  in  the  county,  and 
here  its  activities  in  this  county  centered. 

Captain  William  Wilson  selected  the  site 
in  1847,  as  has  already  been  related.  Lum¬ 
bering  operations  were  started  here  in  1848, 
and  with  this  place  as  headquarters  camps 
were  gradually  established  along  the  Hay 
River  and  its  tributaries. 

With  this  beginning  the  place  gradually 
developed,  and  in  time  many  other  camps 
were  established  in  the  region  tributary, 
the  activities  all  centering  at  Prairie  Farm, 
where  the  headquarters  were  maintained 
and  supplies  kept.  At  the  farm  the  mules 
were  stabled,  and  hay,  oats,  potatoes,  other 
vegetables  and  a  little  grain  raised  for  the 
camps. 

After  a  while,  Prairie  Farm  took  on  the 
appearance  of  a  typical  lumber  camp.  Up 
and  down  the  north  and  south  street,  upon 
which  the  churches  are  now  located,  was  a 
fence.  The  present  schoolhouse  square 
was  a  horse  pasture.  The  square  where  the 
big  store  is  now  located  was  occupied  by 
the  barns,  two  granaries,  a  double  corn 
crib,  machine  shed  and  straw  shed.  South¬ 
east  of  this  were  the  mule  and  cattle  barns, 
the  sleeping  quarters,  and  the  farm  house, 
with  the  blacksmith  shop  nearer  the  river. 

Isaac  Sprague  came  to  Prairie  Farm  in 
1862  to  take  charge  of  the  Knapp-Stout  in¬ 
terests.  His  wife  came  with  him  and  was 
the  camp  cook.  Indians  still  ranged  the 
wilds,  and  at  times  Mrs.  Sprague  needed 
a  guard  to  keep  away  the  pilfering  sav¬ 
ages  while  she  cooked.  It  is  said  that  on 
one  occasion  a  sheaf  of  grain  was  har¬ 
vested,  threshed,  ground  and  made  into 
bread  and  served  by  Mrs.  Sprague  all  in 
one  day. 

In  1866,  Knapp,  Stout  ft  Co.  opened  a 
store,  and  placed  Mr.  Sprague  in  charge.  * 
The  building  is  still  standing  south  of  the 
Big  Store  and  is  used  as  the  Holland  lum- 
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ber  office.  Private  mail  was  brought  to 
the  camp  and  distributed,  and  in  time  a  reg¬ 
ular  postofflce  was  established,  probably  at 
the  time  the  store  was  opened.  Under  Mr. 
Sprague’s  management  the  present  dam, 
several  times  since  partially  washed  away, 
was  established  in  1863,  and  a  sawmill  and 
gristmill  put  up.  In  time  the  company  built 
seven  frame  houses,  five  in  the  lot  where 
the  George  E.  Scott  home  is  now  located, 
and  two  just  south  of  that  lot. 

In  1875  Mr.  Sprague  severed  his  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  lumber  company,  and  started 
a  store  and  hotel  of  his  own.  He  contin¬ 
ued  to  be  the  postmaster.  His  place  was 
located  on  the  present  site  of  the  Sprague 
Hotel,  across  the  street  to  the  north  from 
the  First  State  Bank.  It  was  burned  in 
1899  and  replaced  by  the  present  structure. 
In  time  Mr.  Sprague  gave  up  the  store  but 
continued  the  hotel  for  some  years. 

The  farm  had  various  managers,  among 
the  best  known  being  C.  P.  Hepburn,  Sr., 
Henry  H.  Clough  and  William  L.  Sprague. 
Augustus  L.  Best  bought  the  farming  in¬ 
terests  in  1892.  A  portion  of  it,  together 
with  the  farm  house,  still  remains  in  the 
family. 

Jacob  P.  Hoffman  became  the  miller  at 
the  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  mill  in  1877. 

George  E.  Scott  came  to  Prairie  Farm  in 
1883  and  took  charge  of  the  Knapp-Stout 
interests.  With  the  coming  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Scott  the  hamlet  took  on  new  life,  in 
a  business,  social  and  educational  way;  as 
both  were  active  leaders  in  public  affairs. 
In  1891  Mr.  Scott  bought  the  Knapp-Stout 
store  and  other  interests  here.  In  1901  he 
erected  the  Big  Store,  which  will  ever  re¬ 
main  as  his  monument.  This  edifice  with 
its  massive  arches,  ltB  architectural  de¬ 
sign,  and  its  many  other  beauties,  has  the 
appearance  of  a  beautiful  library  rather 
than  of  a  village  store.  The  building  is 
three  stories,  80  by  100  feet,  solid  brick, 
trimmed  with  Dunville  stone,  heated  by 
steam,  brilliantly  illuminated  by  a  gasoline 
gas  plant  and  is  supplied  with  hot  and  cold 
water.  The  interior  Is  a  model  in  design, 
being  finished  in  birch  throughout.  It  is 
provided  with  all  modern  fixtures,  and  well 
lighted  from  large  windows.  There  is  a 
ladies’  waiting  room  and  many  other  con¬ 
veniences,  and  the  private  offices  are  beau¬ 
tifully  finished  and  furnished. 

Mr.  Scott  opened  his  store  in  1902,  the 
first  bill  of  goods  being  sold  on  Feb.  22, 
1902,  to  Mrs.  Scott,  by  C.  P.  Hepburn,  the 
head  clerk.  Goods  at  that  time  were 
hauled  in  from  Wheeler  and  Barron.  The 
Farmers  Store  Co.  of  Bloomer  bought  the 
store  from  the  Scott  estate  on  Oct.  1.  1917. 
The  manager  1b  A.  M.  Ingebrigtsen,  and 
the  head  clerk  is  still  C.  P.  Hepburn. 

In  1883,  the  year  that  Mr.  Scott  arrived, 
a  flood  swept  through  the  valley,  and  car¬ 
ried  away  the  mill  and  a  part  of  the  dam. 
Another  gristmill  and  sawmill  were  put  up 
and  the  dam  repaired.  This  in  turn  was 
swept  away  by  a  flood.  In  1893  the  Prairie 
Farm  Milling  Co.  was  organized,  took  over 
the  mill,  and  converted  it  into  a  roller  mill. 
Jacob  P.  Hoffman,  who  had  been  miller 


since  1877,  was  the  president,  F.  F.  Tibbetts 
was  the  vice  president,  and  George  E. 
Scott  was  secretary  and  treasurer.  Mr. 
Scott  later  acquired  all  the  Interests.  The 
roller  mill  was  washed  away  and  a  buck¬ 
wheat  and  oatmeal  mill  built.  When  this, 
too,  went  out  in  a  flood,  a  feed  mill  was 
put  up.  This  was  burned  and  another 
erected.  To  the  present  mill,  Mr.  Scott 
and  associates  added  the  electric  light 
plant.  J.  A  Holland,  who  succeeded  the 
Scott  estate,  has  added  a  lath  and  cheese 
box  factory. 

The  first  house  built  in  the  village  by 
a  private  individual  was  that  of  Engebret 
Tollefson,  who  came  here  in  1878,  con¬ 
ducted  a  blacksmith  shop  for  Knapp,  Stout 
&  Co.,  and  later  opened  one  for  himself. 
He  is  still  in  business  here.  The  next  pri¬ 
vate  houses  were  those  built  by  Jacob  E. 
Hoffman,  Magnus  Larson,  Dan  D.  Harmony 
and  Noah  S.  Harmony. 

The  third  and  fourth  and  fifth  stores 
were  operated  by  Jacob  P.  Hoffman,  the 
Christianson  firm  and  Magnus  Larson.  Mr. 
Hoffman  closed  out  his  business  when  his 
store  was  burned  in  1910.  Mr.  Larson 
closed  his  store  in  1921.  The  Christiansen 
store  was  operated  by  Charles  Christian¬ 
sen  ana  his  cousin,  Conrad  Christiansen. 
It  was  succeeded  by  the  firm  of  Lien  & 
Telgen,  consisting  of  A.  O.  Lien  and  Hans 
O.  Telgen.  This  firm  was  succeeded  by 
the  Farmers  Store  Co.,  of  Bloomer,  now  the 
owners  of  the  Big  Store.  The  building  was 
bought  in  1917  by  the  Prairie  Farm  Co¬ 
operative  Association,  which  opened  for 
business  In  the  fall. 

The  Prairie  Farm  Co-operative  Associa¬ 
tion  was  organized  July  30,  1917.  The  first 
officers  were:  President,  Otto  D.  Kahl;  vice 
president,  Swen  Anderson;  secretary,  Chris 
Iverson;  treasurer,  William  Rassbach. 
These  and  J.  A.  Nelson  constituted  the 
first  board  of  directors.  A.  B.  Carman,  the 
first  manager,  is  still  serving. 

The  village  has  had  a  gradual  growth.  It 
may  be  said  to  have  developed  from  a  camp 
to  a  hamlet,  when  the  plat  was  laid  out 
Dec.  21,  1883.  About  this  time  the  people  in 
the  surrounding  country  began  to  take  up 
agriculture  as  a  more  important  industry, 
and  a  trading  place  was  needed.  There 
has  been  a  gradual  growth  until  about  the 
close  of  the  World  War,  since  which  time 
there  has  been  a  rapid  development  in  the 
population,  some  forty  farmers  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  having  retired  and  taken  up  their 
homes  in  the  village. 

The  postofflce,  as  already  related,  had  its 
beginning  with  the  distribution  -  of  mail 
brought  from  the  Knapp-Stout  office  at  Me- 
nomonie  for  its  employes.  When  the  store 
was  opened  in  1866,  Isaac  Sprague  was 
made  the  regular  postmaster.  He  moved 
it  to  his  new  store  in  1875  and  continued  as 
postmaster  until  1889.  He  was  followed  by 
John  Richardson,  who  moved  It  west  across 
the  street.  Mr.  Richardson,  waB  succeeded 
by  Dan.  D.  Harmony,  who  moved  k  to  a 
building  north  of  the  Big  Store  and  Just 
east  of  the  present  location.  F.  S.  Wood¬ 
ard  took  office  July  1,  1903,  and  served 
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until  May  1,  1917.  He  kept  It  in  the  same 
building.  Mr.  Woodard  was  followed  by 
Howard  Hepburn,  who  moved  it  to  its  pres¬ 
ent  location. 

Prairie  Farm  was  Incorporated  as  a  vil¬ 
lage  in  1900.  The  petition  presented  to 
the  district  court  on  Oct  9,  1900,  was  signed 
by  Isaac  Sprague,  Charles  Christianson, 
George  E.  Scott  A.  L.  Best  Magnus  Lar¬ 
son,  Olaf  Behrens,  Jacob  Hoffman,  S.  W. 
Campbell,  J.  P.  Hepburn,  J.  B.  Mann,  D.  D. 
Harmony.  Noah  S.  Harmony,  A.  O.  Lien; 
Charles  P.  Hepburn,  L.  Hoyass,  E.  Tollef- 
son,  Allen  Maine  and  Louis  L.  Lindemer. 
The  judge  acted  favorably  upon  the  petition 
and  ordered  an  election  on  the  question. 
The  inspectors  of  election,  George  E  Scott. 
L.  J.  Breen  and  J.  M.  Rassbach,  reported 
that  the  citizens  of  the  proposed  villages 
acted  favorably  on  the  question  of  incor¬ 
porating,  33  votes  being  in  the  affirmative 
and  19  in  the  negative.  The  first  election 
of  officers  was  held  in  the  G.  A.  R.  Hall, 
Nov.  12,  1900.  The  first  officers  were: 
President,  Isaac  Sprague;  trustees,  S.  W. 
Campbell,  D.  D.  Harmony,  Ira  Sincerbeaux, 
A.  L.  Post,  Charles  Christenson,  and  Allen 
Maine;  clerk,  Charles  Christenson;  treas¬ 
urer,  Magnus  Larson,  supervisor,  G.  E. 
Scott;  assessor,  Jacob  Hoffman;  constable, 
S.  G.  Bishop;  justice  of  the  peace,  Ira  Sin¬ 
cerbeaux  and  William  Hagar;  police  justice, 
A.  O.  Lien,  L.  Hoyass  served  as  trustee 
in  place  of  Charles  Christenson.  William 
Downs  was  appointed  first  street  commis¬ 
sioner.  In  the  division  of  property  be¬ 
tween  the  town  and  village,  the  "new  vil¬ 
lage  received  among  other  things,  the  con¬ 
trol  of  the  cemetery. 

The  present  officers  are:  President,  A.  M. 
Ingebrigtsen ;  trustees,  H.  Rogers,  G.  N. 
Brick.  Peter  Holland,  Herman  Anderson 
and  John  Miller,  Sr.;  clerk,  L.  B.  Thomp¬ 
son;  treasurer,  Magnus  Larson;  supervisor, 
John  Rassbach;  assessor,  Peter  Christen¬ 
son. 

The  village  has  a  pretty  park,  a  nar¬ 
row  strip  of  land  along  the  east  bank  of 
the  river,  a  little  north  of  the  schoolhouse. 
It  contains  some  fine  pine  trees  and  can 
be  developed  Into  a  beauty  spot. 

The  fire  department  consists  of  volun¬ 
teers  from  the  able-bodied  citizens.  The 
apparatus  consists  of  a  chemical  engine. 

Lights  are  furnished  by  the  power  plant 
in  the  Scott  mill.  The  Prairie  Farm  Elec¬ 
tric  Co.  was  organized  in  1914,  and  later 
was  purchased  by  the  Scott  estate. 

A  small  school  was  taught  in  one  of  tbe 
Knapp-Stout  log  buildings  in  the  early  days. 
Later  the  children  in  the  vicinity  went  to 
school  in  the  present  Kellogg  district,  north¬ 
east  of  town.  The  first  regular  school  In 
the  village  was  located  between  tbe  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  and  the  Akers  Churches, 
now  remodeled  and  occupied  by  C.  P.  Hep¬ 
burn.  After  some  years  the  south  half  of 
the  present  building  was  erected.  Later 
the  capacity  was  doubled,  making  a  school 
of  four  rooms  of  which  three  are  now  used, 
covering  nine  grades.  The  school  grounds 
are  ample  and  provided  with  suitable  play¬ 
ground  apparatus.  The  schoolhouse  is  used 


for  a  polling  place  for  both  town  and 
village. 

The  first  school  in  District  No.  1,  which 
now  has  a  sightly  two-room  brick  school- 
house  east  of  the  village,  was  held  in  a  pri¬ 
vate  house  on  Section  33,  Township  32, 
Range  13,  south  of  Prairie  Farm  Village  in 
1867,  with  Maggie  Smittle  as  teacher.  The 
next  year,  1868,  the  sturdy  pioneers  erected 
a  log  schoolhouse  on  Section  26,  Township 
32,  Range  13,  east  of  the  village.  This  was 
used  until  1876,  when  a  new  frame  school- 
house,  26  by  36  feet  was  erected  on  the 
same  site.  In  1910  the  present  brick 
schoolhouse  was  erected,  and  tbe  school 
organized  as  a  State  Graded  school.  At 
the  present  time  it  is  doing  most  excel¬ 
lent  work,  and  accommodates  from  75  to  80 
pupils.  Many  of  the  pupils  are  descendants 
of  the  sturdy  pioneers  who  settled  this 
township,  and  who  helped  to  establish  the 
school.  Among  the  teachers  in  the  early 
days  were  George  Roemhlld,  D.  T.  Board- 
man,  ^loseman  Kellogg  and  S.  R.  Finley,  all 
of  whom  were  prominent  in  the  early  *nn*i« 
of  the  county.  In  the  early  days  the  length 
of  the  school  year  was  usually  not  more 
than  five  months,  because  funds  for  holding 
it  longer  were  lacking.  There  were  only 
a  few  pupils.  But  the  fires  of  patriotism 
and  parental  love  burned  brightly  in  tbe 
hearts  of  the  pioneers,  and  they  earnestly 
desired  that  their  boys  and  girls  grow  to 
become  good  and  useful  citizens. 

There  are  three  churches  in  the  village: 
the  Ebenezer  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
for  which  the  corner  stone  was  laid  in  1892; 
the  Akers  Norwegian  Evangelical  Church, 
for  which  the  corner  stone  was  laid  in  1887; 
and  the  Salem  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church 
for  which  the  corner  stone  was  laid  in  1894. 
These  churches  are  all  pleasantly  located 
on  one  street,  only  a  short  distance  from 
each  other. 

The  Ebenezer  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  of  Prairie  Farm  was  organized  in 
1876.  At  that  time  the  circuit  included  a 
large  area.  The  circuit  now  takes  in 
Prairie  Farm,  Hillsdale  and  Dallas.  Ridge- 
land  having  recently  been  dropped.  Tbe 
church  edifice  was  erected  in  1892. 

The  Sunday  school  has  been  in  contin¬ 
uous  operation  since  1883.  Previous  to 
that  attempts  had  been  made,  only  to  be 
abandoned  after  a  few  weeks*  trial.  When 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Scott  came  here,  they 
met  for  five  consecutive  Sundays  with  Mrs. 
C.  P.  Hepburn  before  a  single  scholar  ap¬ 
peared.  Then  the  school  began  to  grow. 
Mr.  Scott  was  the  first  superintendent  and 
Mrs.  Scott  the  first  Bible  teacher. 

The  Ladles’  Aid  Society  was  organized  at 
the  Scott  residence  in  October,  1886.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Scott,  Mrs.  E  E.  Campbell  and 
Mrs.  G.  E  Wing  have  been  active  in  its  up¬ 
building.  There  is  also  a  flourishing  Wom¬ 
an’s  Foreign  Missionary  Society. 

The  First  State  Bank  of  Prairie  Farm  is 
a  sound  financial  Institution.  George  E 
Scott,  merchant  for  many  years,  accommo¬ 
dated  his  patrons  and  friends  by  ac¬ 
cepting  deposits,  issuing  drafts  and  tbe 
like,  but  did  not  have  a  regularly  estab- 


by  Google 


HISTORY  OF  BARRON  COUNTY 


1129 


lished  banking  institution.  The  First  State 
Bank  was  organized  March  18,  1908,  the  di¬ 
rectors  being:  George  E.  Scott  (president), 
F.  J.  McLean  (vice  president),  J.  P.  Mc¬ 
Lean,  Thomas  W.  Bo  rum  and  George  R. 
Bo  rum.  The  charter  was  granted  March  18, 
1908,  and  the  bank  opened  tor  business  on 
that  day  in  the  building  just  across  the 
street,  west  of  the  present  institution. 
Homer  C.  Baer  was  the  cashier  and  J.  H. 
Coe  the  assistant.  In  a  few  weeks  busi¬ 
ness  was  removed  to  the  present  adequate 
and  sightly  banking  house. 

Jan.  25,  1908,  Mr.  Baer,  the  cashier,  be¬ 
came  a  director  in  place  ot  F.  J.  McLean, 
and  Thomas  W.  Borum  became  vice  presi¬ 
dent.  In  1909,  J.  De  Wilde  succeeded  Mr. 
Baer  as  cashier  and  director.  In  1916  Mrs. 
George  E.  Scott  succeeded  her  husband  as 
director,  and  George  R.  Borum  became 
president.  In  1918  J.  P.  McLean,  Mrs. 
George  E.  Scott  and  J.  De  Wilde  retired  as 
directors  and  their  places  were  taken  by 
Oscar  Wilson,  Jerome  H.  Coe  and  C.  J. 
Borum.  Clarance  W.  Mau,  who  had  been 
assistant  since  Aug.  6,  1917,  was  made 
cashier,  and  In  1919  he  was  made  a  direc¬ 
tor  in  place  of  Jerome  H.  Coe.  L.  B. 
Thompson,  the  present  assistant  cashier, 
took  office  on  Jan.  1,  1918.  Mary  Locke 
and  Willard  F.  Mau  are  the  accountants. 
Miss  Locke  having  started  work  July  21, 
1919,  and  Mr.  Mau  on  May  1,  1921. 

The  Prairie  Farm  Milling  Co.,  which  con¬ 
ducts  a  good  business  at  Prairie  Farm  Vil¬ 
lage,  dates  back  over  half  a  century  to  the 
early  mill  started  by  Knapp,  Stout  ft  Co., 
in  connection  with  their  lumbering  opera¬ 
tions.  In  1893  it  was  incorporated  by  Jacob 
P.  Hoffman,  F.  F.  Tibbetts,  George  E.  Scott 
and  others,  and  gradually  Mr.  Scott  ac¬ 
quired  all  the  stock.  James  A.  Helland  is 
the  president  and  manager,  and  his  wife, 
Eula  8cott  Helland,  is  the  secretary  and 
treasurer.  The  original  stock  of  $10,000  is 
retained,  and  the  company  has  a  surplus 
of  $15,000  The  building,  40  by  60  feet,  two 
stories  and  a  basement,  is  on  the  Hay  River 
at  the  foot  of  River  street.  The  milling 
plant  on  the  first  floor  uses  an  attrition 
system,  operated  by  water  power.  Custom 
feed  grinding  is  done  for  the  farmers  for 
miles  around.  The  manufacturing  plant  for 
wood  working  is  in  the  rear  of  the  milling 
plant.  Special  machinery  is  used  for  the 
manufacture  of  cheese  boxes  and  furniture 
material,  most  of  which  is  shipped  to  the 
Twin  Cities,  Minnesota.  Some  500  cords  of 
bolts  are  required  annually  to  furnish  the 
plant  with  raw  material. 

The  Prairie  Farm  Creamery  Co.  was  or¬ 
ganized  Oct.  10,  1892,  the  first  directors 
being  H.  H.  Clough,  Jacob  Hoffman,  Henry 
Wiseman,  F.  N.  Roemhfld  and  Ole  Ruid. 
Previous  to  this  there  had  been  a  cheese 
factory  in  the  village.  The  present  well 
equipped  creamery  building,  at  the  north 
apex  of  the  village,  was  erected  in  1911. 
The  product  is  excellent  and  a  number  of 
notable  prizes  have  been  awarded  its 
butter. 

The  present  officers  are:  President,  Otto 
D.  Kahl:  vice  president,  John  Kallenbach; 


treasurer,  Arthur  Stromstad;  secretary, 
Magnus  Larson;  manager,  George  G.  Pe¬ 
derson;  butter  maker,  Niels  Christenson. 

Magnus  Larson,  secretary  since  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  1921,  and  treasurer  since  1897, 
has  paid  out  more  than  $1,423,011.26  during 
his  term  of  office  as  treasurer,  and  this  in 
spite  ot  the  fact  that  the  creamery  has 
found  strong  competition  in  neighboring 
cheese  factories. 

In  1897  the  total  business  was  $10,450.76, 
of  which  $8,264.76  was  paid  to  patrons; 
$1,830.99  went  for  expenses,  supplies  and 
improvements;  and  $355  for  dividends.  In 
1910  the  total  business  was  $54,167.05,  of 
which  $48,333.25  was  paid  to  patrons; 
$5,613.60  for  expenses,  supplies  and  im¬ 
provements;  and  $220.20  for  dividends.  In 
1920  the  total  business  was  $117,078.14,  of 
which  $106,504.76  was  paid  to  patrons;  and 
$11,573.39  for  expenses,  supplies  and  im¬ 
provements. 

The  Prairie  Farm,  Ridgeland  ft  Dallas 
Co-operative  Telephone  Co.  was  organized 
Sept.  15.  1906,  and  started  business  a  month 
later.  The  organizers  were  C.  S.  Johnson, 
J.  M.  Rassbach,  Sever  O.  Moen,  A.  L.  Best, 
Arndt  O.  Lien,  Fred  Kahl  and  C.  H.  Roem- 
hild.  The  names  of  the  directors  to  whom 
the  incorporation  papers  were  Issued  are: 
Peter  Christenson,  A.  L.  Best,  Andrew  O. 
Lien,  Arndt  O.  Lien  and  S.  O.  Pribble.  The 
first  officers  elected  in  January,  1907  were: 
President,  H.  H.  Clough;  secretary,  treas¬ 
urer  and  manager,  Andrew  O.  Lien;  vice 
president,  Fred  Kahl;  directors,  S.  O.  Prib¬ 
ble,  Ole  H.  Mickelson  and  John  M.  Rass¬ 
bach.  Mr.  Lien  was  succeeded  as  secre¬ 
tary  and  treasurer  in  1908  by  F.  S.  Wood¬ 
ard,  who  was  followed  in  1910  by  Magnus 
Larson.  The  present  officers  are:  Presi¬ 
dent  and  manager,  F.  N.  Roemhild.  Prairie 
Farm;  vice  president,  J.  M.  Rassbach, 
Prairie  Farm ;  secretary  and  treasurer, 
Magnus  Larson,  Prairie  Farm;  directors. 
Charles  Dean,  Colfax;  Sam  Hoveland,  Sand 
Creek;  Frank  Nicklow,  Dallas;  William 
Rassbach,  Prairie  Farm. 

The  first  telephone  service  in  Prairie 
Farm  was  a  toll  station  established  in  the 
postofflce  under  Dan.  D.  Havmony,  by  the 
Barron  County  Telephone  Co.,  and  con¬ 
nected  with  the  central  at  Barron.  When 
the  local  company  was  organized  the  cen¬ 
tral  office  was  established  over  the  post¬ 
offlce  of  F.  S.  Woodard.  Later  the  company 
moved  to  its  present  building.  The  ex¬ 
change  is  on  the  upper  floor,  and  the  lower 
floor,  formerly  the  Breeze  newspaper  office, 
is  now  used  for  supplies  and  equipment. 

In  addition  to  the  Prairie  Farm  exchange 
there  is  one  at  Ridgeland  and  one  at  Sand 
Creek.  The  Prairie  Farm  Exchange  at  the 
close  of  1920  had  390  phones,  the  Sand 
Creek  exchange,  288  phones,  and  the  Ridge¬ 
land  exchange,  176  phones,  making  a  total 
of  804  subscribers.  Of  the  subscribers,  474 
are  shareholders,  and  330  non  shareholders. 
The  company  has  291%  miles  of  poles  and 
652%  miles  of  wire. 

The  patriotic  orders  in  Prairie  Farm  are 
the  August  Roemhild  Post,  No.  237,  G.  A.  R., 
the  Woman’s  Relief  Corps,  the  Elmer  Ho- 
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lum  Post,  No.  259,  American  Legion  and 
its  auxiliary.  The  Sons  of  Veterans  are 
well  represented  but  are  not  organized.  The 
Memorial  Day  Association  is  in  a  flourish¬ 
ing  condition.  The  fraternal  organizations 
are  the  Maccabees,  the  Woodmen,  the 
Royal  Neighbors  and  the  Beavers. 

The  August  Roemhild  Post,  No.  237,  Q. 
A.  R.,  has  erected  a  monument,  commemo¬ 
rating  the  Prairie  Farm  heroes  of  the  Civil 
War.  The  names  Inscribed  on  the  monu¬ 
ment  are:  Dan.  D.  Harmony,  G.  Wing,  I. 
Harmon,  Noah  S.  Harmony,  C.  Quaderer, 
L.  Wert,  J.  C.  Rassbach,  A.  Baardson,  J.  P. 
Hepburn,  S.  W.  Campbell,  J.  A.  Long,  I. 
George,  A.  Miller,  F.  Miller,  I.  Sencerbeaux, 
August  Roemhild,  D.  H.  West,  T.  West,  S. 
C.  Miles,  S.  T.  Best,  C.  J.  Phillips,  G. 
Beiswanger,  J.  B.  Mann,  T.  Blair,  P.  C. 
McCall,  Ole  Swanson,  William  Hager,  J.  R. 
Cummings,  E.  R.  Cummings  and  W.  Miller. 

The  Elmer  G.  Holum  Post,  No.  259, 
American  Legion,  held  its  first  meeting 
8ept.  2,  1920.  The  first  officers  were:  Post 
commander,  Martin  Larson;  vice  com¬ 
mander,  Howard  Buck;  adjutant,  Herman 
Anderson;  finance  officer,  Melvin  Ander¬ 
son;  historian,  Claire  Richards;  master  of 
arms,  Otto  Anderson;  chaplain,  Irvin 
Spitzor.  The  organization  is  a  flourishing 
one  and  is  taking  its  part  in  the  patriotic 
life  of  the  village  and  in  the  various  pub¬ 
lic  celebrations.  Club  rooms  have  been 
fitted  up,  which  are  soon  to  be  enlarged. 

The  Woman's  Auxiliary  of  the  American 
Legion  was  organized  April  5,  1921.  The 
first  officers  were:  President,  Alma  Ander¬ 
son;  vice  president,  Mrs.  C.  W.  Mau;  sec¬ 
retary,  Geneva  Best;  treasurer,  Mrs.  Albert 
Larson.  The  executive  committee  consists 
of  Mrs.  A.  M.  Ingebrigtson,  Mrs.  John  Neck 
and  Mrs.  Ole  Huseby. 

Elmer  G.  Holum,  from  whom  the  Post 
was  named,  was  inducted  into  the  United 
States  service  July  23,  1918,  and  left  Bar- 
yon  with  the  largest  group  of  draftees 
ever  sent  from  the  county.  He  served  in 
France  with  Co.  A,  311th  Infantry,  and  was 
killed  Oct.  19,  1918,  less  than  three  months 
.  after  he  left  Prairie  Farm.  While  his  com¬ 
pany  was  advancing  near  Ferme  des  Loges, 
northeast  of  Grand  Pre,  he  was  struck  in 
the  stomach  by  machine  gun  bullets,  death 
being  almost  instantaneous.  He  was  burled 
on  the  north  side  of  the  road  between 
Grand  Pre  and  St.  Juvin,  France,  about 
1,000  yards  northeast  of  Grand  Pre. 

Victory  Tent  No.  88,  Knights  of  the  Mac¬ 
cabees,  was  chartered  Feb.  24,  1896.  The 


charter  officers  wefre:  Past  Sir  Knight 
Commander:  J.  W.  Howard;  Sir  Knight 
Commander,  E.  B.  Jackson;  Sir  Knight 
Lieutenant  Commander,  Swen  Anderson; 
Sir  Knight  Record  Keeper,  Charles  Chris¬ 
tenson;  Sir  Knight  Finance  Keeper,  Con¬ 
rad  Christianson;  Sir  Knight  Chaplain, 
Thomas  P.  Forehand;  Sir  Knight  Sergeant, 
F.  C.  Richardson;  Sir  Knight  Physician,  E. 
B.  Jackson;  Sir  Knight  Master  at  Arms, 
J.  O.  Kurschner;  Sir  Knight  First  Master 
of  the  Guard,  S.  M.  Swanson;  Sir  Knight 
Second  Master  of  the  Guard,  Fred  Nelson; 
Sir  Knight  Sentinel,  Peter  Christenson; 
Sir  Knight  Picket,  O.  J.  Johnson.  The  first 
meetings  were  held  in  the  old  Sprague 
Hall  in  the  Sprague  grove  in  the  outermost 
northern  portion  of  the  town  and  from 
then  the  meetings  were  held  in  the  second 
story  of  the  Wing  building,  known  as 
Wing’s  Hall. 

Evergreen  Camp,  No.  2002,  Royal  Neigh¬ 
bors,  Prairie  Farm  was  chartered  May  16, 
1903,  with  Mrs.  George  E.  Scott  as  first 
oracle.  The  charter  members  were:  Hattie 
(Mrs.  Daniel)  Waite,  Eugenia  (Mrs.  Dr. 
Olaf)  Behrens,  Harriet  (Mrs.  Silas)  Bishop. 
Mary  (Mrs.  Freeman)  Woodard,  Lilly  (Mrs. 
Hepburn)  Mann,  Sophie  (Mrs.  Carl)  Bor- 
son,  Vedda  (Mrs.  Magnus)  Larson.  Lena 
(Mrs.  Martin)  Olson,  Gina  (Mrs.  Anton) 
Holland.  Eliza  (Mrs.  Samuel)  Campbell, 
Edith  (Mrs.  Greely)  Richards,  Eunice  (Mrs. 
Joseph)  Jean,  Florence  (Mrs.  William) 
Downs,  Martha  (Mrs.  Paul)  Vance,  Alice 
(Mrs.  George  E.)  Scott,  Ella  Sprague,  Ovi- 
dia  Larson,  Margaret  Warren,  Jennie  War¬ 
ren,  Lena  Rassbach,  Charles  Rassbach,  Dr. 
Olaf  Behrens  and  Dr.  C.  W.  Blanchard. 

The  Community  Club  is  one  of  the  active 
factors  in  the  modern  progress  of  Prairie 
Farm  and  vicinity.  It  was  organized  Jan. 
28,  1921,  the  first  officers  being:  President, 
John  Rassbach;  vice  president,  Otto  Kahl; 
secretary,  Arthur  Stromstad;  treasurer,  C. 
H.  Roemhild.  The  present  officers  are: 
President,  Leonard  Llndemer;  vice  presi¬ 
dent,  P.  A.  Martin;  secretary,  Christ  Iver¬ 
son;  treasurer,  C.  H.  Roemhild.  Several 
picnics  and  social  gatherings  have  been 
held,  a  community  fair  was  conducted  in 
September,  1921,  a  poultry  culling  demon¬ 
stration  has  been  given,  a  cow  testing  as¬ 
sociation  has  been  organized,  lime  and  seed 
grains  have  been  ordered  and  distributed, 
several  resolutions  have  been  passed  look¬ 
ing  to  the  still  further  development  of  the 
dairy  industry,  and  a  number  of  distin¬ 
guished  speakers  have  been  brought  here. 


CHAPTER  XXVI 
HAUGEN  VILLAGE. 


Haugen  is  an  incorporated  vilage  with 
a  population  of  about  430,  in  the  upper  part 
of  Section  18,  Oak  Grove  Township,  and  is 
on  the  Chicago,  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  A 
Omaha  railway.  The  surrounding  country 
is  rolling  and  is  dotted  with  many  fine 
farms.  About  a  mile  to  the  northwest,  in 


Bear  Lake  Township,  is  the  beautiful  sheet 
of  water  known  as  Bear  Lake,  having  a 
length  of  several  miles,  on  the  shores  of 
which  are  several  well  patronized  summer 
resorts.  Its  outlet  is  Bear  Creek,  which 
takes  an  irregular  southerly  direction 
through  Oak  Grove  and  Rice  Lake  Town- 
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ships.  touching  the  northeast  corner  ot  Hau¬ 
gen  and  Anally  emptying  into  Rice  Lake.  To 
the  northeast  of  the  Tillage,  distant  a  mile 
or  more,  is  Devil's  Lake,  a  part  of  which 
lies  in  Oak  Grove  Township  and  part  in 
Washburn  County. 

The  village  of  Haugen  was  platted  March 
26,  1895.  The  owner  was  Karl  Rosholt  of 
Eau  Claire,  an  agent  for  Knapp,  Stout  & 
Co.  Charles  A.  Alderman  was  the  surveyor. 
As  deAnitely  described,  the  site  covers  the 
northeast  half  of  the  northwest  quarter, 
and  the  northwest  quarter  of  the  northeast 
quarter  of  Section  18,  Township  36  North, 
Range  11  West  The  land  on  which  the 
village  stands,  and  that  in  the  vicinity, 
was  taken  up  mainly  by  Bohemians,  who, 
after  the  timber  had  been  removed,  began 
the  development  of  farms,  most  of  which 
are  now  well  improved  and  in  a  high  state 
of  cultivation.  Though  people  of  other  na¬ 
tionalities  subsequently  came  in,  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  is  still  largely  Bohemian,  and  a 
few  of  the  early  settlers  are  still  living  in 
the  village  or  on  farms  in  the  vicinity. 

Haugen  became  an  Incorporated  village 
in  1918.  A  petition  signed  by  John  Macak, 
Frank  Babcock,  Rudolph  Sykora,  Joseph 
Konop,  John  J.  Vinopal,  Ignac  Sedy,  Simon 
Hynek,  Frank  R.  Kozlik,  Charles  V.  Bor- 
kovek,  Michael  Phelan,  Albert  J.  Olson  and 
Jerry  Fenel  was  favorably  acted  upon  by 
the  court  on  March  9,  that  year,  and  at  the 
election  held  three  weeks  later,  on  April  1, 
35  of  the  44  votes  cast  were  favorable  to 
the  proposition,  and  the  incorporation  ac¬ 
cordingly  became  effective  on  that  day.  The 
Arst  village  officers  elected  were  as  fol¬ 
lows:  President,  John  J.  Vinopal;  trustees, 
Rudolph  Sykora,  Jas.  Kin,  Ant  Brunclik, 
Simon  Hynek,  Charles  V.  Brockovek,  Eld 
Beischneider;  clerk,  John  Macak;  treasurer, 
Jos.  Vinopal;  assessor.  Eld  Stodola. 

The  Arst  store  in  Haugen  was  opened  by 
James  Smith,  who  also  performed  the  du¬ 
ties  of  postmaster.  After  a  while  he  sold 
out  to  George  Kunesh,  who  then  took 
charge  of  the  postofflce.  A  man  named 
Smith  also  started  a  blacksmith  shop.  In 
the  summer  of  1921  the  Haugen  postofAce 
was  raised  to  an  office  of  the  third  class. 
The  present  postmaster  is  Charles  E.  Juza, 
who  succeeded  George  Kunesh  on  Jan.  4, 
1915. 

The  bnilding  of  the  Omaha  railroad, 
which  was  completed  through  the  village  in 
the  spring  of  1883,  brought  the  settlement 
Into  close  touch  with  the  outside  world 
and  it  began  to  grow.  For  some  time  it 
was  only  a  Aag  station  but  after  a  while 
became  a  regular  stopping  place  for  local 
trains.  Retired  farmers  and  others  moved 
in  and  social  organizations  were  formed 
both  secular  and  religious. 

The  religious  sentiment  of  a  considerable 
part  of  the  Bohemian  population,  follow¬ 
ing  old-time  traditions,  found  expression  in 
the  establishment  of  a  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  now  known  as  Holy  Trinity  Church. 
For  some  years  during  the  early  period 
services  were  held  at  the  home  of  Joseph 
Vinopal.  Previous  to  the  year  1893  these 


services  were  conducted  by  mission  priests 
and  after  that  for  some  years  by  Rev. 
Xavier  Till.  His  successor  was  the  Rev. 
Ad.  Miller,  who  served  the  mission  in  1899 
and  1900.  The  Rev.  J.  F.  Bromllar  came  in 
1901,  and  under  his  pastorate  a  frame 
church  ediAce  was  erected  in  the  northwest 
part  of  the  village,  which  forms  a  part  of 
the  present  building,  an  addition  having 
been  made  in  1916.  The  original  structure 
cost  about  $2,000,  and  the  Arst  mass  in  the 
•new  church  was  held  by  E'ather  J.  E. 
Prucha,  whose  pastorate  lasted  from  1901 
to  1903.  After  him  came  the  Rev.  Anthony 
Bilik,  1904-06;  Rev.  J.  Smith,  1906;  Rev. 
Joseph  Hovorka,  1906;  Rev.  E.  Kostorz, 
1907-08;  Rev.  Tom  Malecki,  1908-09;  Rev. 
Ad.  Novicki,  1909-1910;  Rev.  Joseph  Olesh, 
1910;  Rev.  Ad.  Novicki  (second  pastorate), 
1911;  Rev.  Van  Helden,  1911;  Rev.  John 
Gratza.  1911-12;  Rev.  Joseph  M.  Hynek, 
1912;  Rev.  FYank  Kopecky  (two  months), 
1913-14;  Rev.  Thaddeus  Novacki,  1914;  Rev. 
Adalbert  Janda,  O.  S.  B.,  (the  Arst  resident 
priest),  1914,  and  Rev.  Damian  Kvitek,  O. 
S.  B.,  the  present  pastor,  in  July,  1915. 
Under  the  pastorate  of  E'ather  Hunek  a 
private  residence  near  the  church  was  pur¬ 
chased  for  $2,460  and  has  since  been  the 
pastoral  residence  and  parish  house.  The 
addition  to  the  church  in  1916,  during  the 
present  pastorate,  cost  about  $2,000.  Plans 
are  now  being  considered  for  a  new  and 
larger  building  to  serve  the  purposes  of 
both  church  and  parochial  school,  the  old 
church  building  to  be  used  as  a  hall  for 
parish  meetings.  E’ormerly  the  mission  at 
Sarona  was  served  from  this  parish.  The 
altar  and  furnishings  of  this  church,  in¬ 
cluding  the  pews,  pictures  and  statues,  were 
to  a  large  extent  donated  by  members  of 
the  congregation,  extra  expenses  being  met 
by  collections.  The  Catholic  cemetery,  sit¬ 
uated  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the 
church,  was  laid  out  by  Rev.  E'ather  Till 
at  the  time  the  church  was  regularly  or¬ 
ganized.  The  ground  for  both  the  church 
ediAce  and  the  cemetery  was  donated  by 
Karl  Rosholt.  Among  the  earliest  members 
of  this  church  were  Joseph  Vinopal,  Emma 
Haveka,  Joseph  Hajek,  Anton  TlutistJ,  Jo¬ 
seph  Pekar,  Anton  Cerni,  Bohumll  Stodola, 
Tom  Kaska,  George  Konop,  Joe  Kovar, 
Jim  Harnak,  Joe  Vojta,  Joe  Kadlec,  Peter 
Drabek,  Tom  Lastofka,  Matt  Zajec,  Joe 
Sturza,  Frank  Haneo,  Anton  Dostal,  Matt 
Douda  and  Charles  Juza. 

Not  all  the  Bohemians  who  settled  in 
or  near  Haugen  were  members  of  the  Cath¬ 
olic  Church,  as  there  were  a  number  of 
free  thinkers  among  them,  who  at  an  early 
date  established  a  Bohemian  Free  Thinkers’ 
organization,  which  has  lasted  up  to  the 
present  time,  but  has  now  only  about  Af- 
teen  members.  Their  meeting  place  is  in 
the  country,  about  three  miles  southwest 
of  Haugen. 

In  1900  the  Bohemians  organized  a  so¬ 
ciety  known  as  the  Western  Bohemian 
Brotherhood  Association  and  built  a  large 
hall  in  the  village  opposite  the  schoolhouse. 
This  society  is  strong  and  Aourishing  and 
has  now  a  hundred  or  more  members. 
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There  are  also  lodges  in  the  Tillage  of 
the  Catholic  Order  of  Foresters  and  the 
Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  About  six 
years  ago  a  Commercial  Club  was  organized 
and  is  still  active.  It  has  taken  an  important 
part  in  the  promotion  of  local  Interests. 

The  water  supply  of  the  village  is  derived 
from  wells,  the  water  being  of  good  qual¬ 
ity.  Electric  light  is  furnished  by  the  Wis- 
consin-Minnesota  Light  &  Power  Co.  Street 
grading  was  undertaken  and  carried  out 
during  the  summers  of  1920  and  1921. 

Two  attempts  have  been  made  to  start 
a  newspaper  in  Haugen,  but  each  failed 
after  the  papers  had  had  a  brief  existence. 

The  beautiful  scenery  on  Bear  Lake,  with 
the  fine  fishing  and  boating  facilities  at¬ 
tract  many  summer  visitors  and  have  given 
rise  to  several  well  established  resorts,  each 
with  its  hotel. 

The  business  activities  of  Haugen  now 
Include  a  bank,  box  factory,  lumber  yard, 
cheese  factory,  Farmers'  Produce  ware¬ 
house,  potato  warehouse,  four  general 
stores,  a  flour  and  feed  store,  drug  store, 
two  billiard  halls,  a  meat  market,  restau¬ 
rant,  hardware  store,  garage  and  barber 
shop. 

The  Haugen  State  Bank  was  organized 
Dec.  22,  1914,  with  a  capital  of  $10,000.  The 
first  officers  were:  O.  O.  Kinney,  president; 
John  Macak,  vice  president;  W.  H.  Ryan, 
cashier.  The  bank  has  since  enjoyed  a  very 
substantial  growth.  On  Dec.  31,  1916,  one 
year  after  it  had  started  in  business,  its 
resources  wdre  given  as  $48,109.42.  On 
Dec.  31,  1916,  they  were  f69.068.60,  and  by 
Dec.  31,  1917,  they  had  Jumped  to  $142,- 
062.32,  more  than  double  what  they  had 
been  a  year  before.  On  Dec.  31,  1918,  they 
were  $154,803.04,  and  by  another  year,  Dec. 
31,  1919,  they  had  Jumped  to  $264,104.38,  a 
record  which  showed  that  the  institution 
fully  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  the  public. 
A  good  modern  bank  building  was  erected 
when  building  material  and  labor  did  not 
reach  the  high  mark  of  the  present  time, 
and  those  who  organized  the  bank  had  an 
eye  for  the  future  and  built  a  structure 
that  would  not  soon  become  out  of  date, 
the  material  used  being  brick  and  Colfax 
stone.  The  interior  is  finished  in  the  high¬ 
est  grade  lumber  and  fixtures,  and  is 
equipped  with  a  modern  burglar  proof  Dia- 
bolt  safe.  As  business  increased  it  was 
found  necessary  to  Install  a  new  Burroughs 
adding  and  posting  machine.  This  modern 
system  of  bookkeeping  enables  the  bank  to 
give  any  customer  his  daily  balance  within 
a  few  minutes  and  adds  to  the  efficiency 
of  the  Institution.  Courtesy  and  service, 
also,  have  been  important  factors  in  its 
growth.  All  rural  problems  have  had  its 


support,  as  well  as  all  civic  and  community 
needs.  In  1920  the  bank’s  capital  was  in¬ 
creased  to  $16,000.  At  the  close  of  business 
Sept.  6,  1921,  the  bank's  report  of  condi¬ 
tion  showed  a  surplus  fund  of  $6,000  and 
total  resources  of  $216,404.62.  The  officers 
were:  Tom  O.  Mason,  president;  John  Ma¬ 
cak,  vice  president;  W.  H.  Ryan,  cashier, 
and  Nina  C.  Bates,  assistant  cashier.  The 
directors  were  Tom  O.  Mason,  W.  H.  Ryan, 
John  Macak,  O.  C.  Kinney  and  W.  R.  ZabeL 

The  Farmers  Produce  Co.  was  estab¬ 
lished  about  Sept.  1,  1921,  by  H.  G.  Nich¬ 
olson  and  A.  A.  Bergeron,  the  present  man¬ 
ager  being  J.  H.  Mitchell.  The  concern 
buys  hay,  grain  and  potatoes  from  the 
farmers,  having  a  good  warehouse  close  to 
the  railroad  track.  In  the  Immediate  vicin¬ 
ity  is  a  potato  warehouse  operated  during 
the  season  by  T.  A.  Penny  of  Rice  Lake. 

The  Bear  Lake  Cheese  Factory  is  an  Im¬ 
portant  concern  owned  and  operated  by 
Jacob  Muller,  who  in  the  summer  of  1918 
built  the  present  plant,  which  is  well 
equipped  and  up  to  date. 

A  Box  Factory  was  established  in  Hau¬ 
gen  three  years  ago  by  Ernest  L.  Bru¬ 
nette  and  proved  successful.  In  May,  1921. 
Mr.  Brunette  co-operated  with  James  S.  Lee 
and  O.  H.  Ingram,  both  of  Rice  Lake,  in  the 
construction  and  equipment  of  a  new  fac¬ 
tory  that  should  be  thoroughly  up  to  date 
and  provided  with  the  most  modern  ma¬ 
chinery.  This  factory  is  expected  to  begin 
operations  Feb.  1,  1922.  The  president 
and  treasurer  of  the  company  is  Orrin  H. 
Ingram,  the  vice  president  Ernest  L.  Bru¬ 
nette,  and  the  secretary  James  S.  Dee.  The 
style  of  the  concern  is  The  Haugen  Box 
and  Crating  Co. 

The  Haugen  Lumber  Co.  was  started  in 
1916  by  A.  J.  Olson,  who  operated  it  alone 
until  February,  1919,  when  he  became  as¬ 
sociated  in  partnership  with  the  Chetek 
Lumber  ft  Supply  Co.,  since  which  time 
additions  have  been  made  to  the  plant,  a 
neat  office  building  erected  and  the  capac¬ 
ity  of  the  concern  doubled.  Mr.  Olson  is 
now  manager.  The  concern  handles  all 
kinds  of  lumber,  cement  and  general  build¬ 
ing  materials. 

Prior  to  the  year  1906  public  school  was 
held  in  a  two-room  frame  building;  then, 
when  It  became  Inadequate,  the  present 
building  was  erected.  It  is  a  substantial 
brick  structure  of  two  stories  and  basement 
and  contains  four  rooms.  It  was  con¬ 
structed  in  the  summer  of  1906.  The  school 
includes  all  the  grades  and  is  accredited 
as  a  two-year  high  school.  Four  teachers 
are  employed,  one  of  whom  Is  principal.  In 
November,  1921,  the  enrollment  showed  the 
names  of  about  130  pupils  of  whom  four¬ 
teen  were  in  the  high  school. 
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CHAPTER  XXVII 
OTHER  VILLAGES. 


ALMENA 

The  Tillage  of  Almena  had  lta  beginning 
In  1887.  In  that  year  Theodore  Hamm  of 
St.  Paul,  who  was  contemplating  opening 
In  this  region,  perauaded  hla  relatives,  Al¬ 
bert  H.  Koehler  and  S.  W.  Sparlln,  to  spy 
ont  the  land  and  clear  up  a  townslte.  The 
two  men  alighted  from  the  "800”  train  at  a 
spur  where  Almena  is  now  located,  on  July 
17,  1887.  Mr.  Sparlln  says:  “The  only 
families  that  we  found  dwelling  within  a 
radius  of  about  six  miles  were  those  of 
Sever  Christensen,  John  and  Chris  Retrum 
and  J.  E.  Mays.  Henry  Southhall,  a  colored 
man,  was  occupying  one  of  the  Knapp, 
Stout  A  Co.’s  logging  camps  at  Scott’s 
pond.” 

Messrs.  Sparlln  and  Koehler  wandered 
about  for  three  dayB.  Then  they  decided  to 
wait  for  a  while  before  starting  work,  and 
accordingly  secured  John  Retrum  to  guide 
them  through  the  woods  and  up  Upper  Tur¬ 
tle  Lake  to  Perley,  where  they  could  take 
the  train  back  to  St.  Paul. 

At  Perley  they  found  a  busy  hamlet,  with 
a  large  sawmill  and  monster  piles  of  lum¬ 
ber.  This  changed  their  plans.  They  pur¬ 
chased  two  cars  of  lumber  and  ordered  it 
sent  back  to  the  spur  at  what  Is  now 
Almena. 

On  Aug.  1  Mr.  Sparlln  and  John  Retrum 
started  clearing  the  land  at  Almena,  using 
axes  and  saws.  A  little  hamlet  was  soon 
established.  The  postoffice  was  opened  and 
the  place  was  named  that  fall.  Of  this  Mr. 
Sparlln  says: 

"In  September,  1887,  we  applied  to  the 
postoffice  department  asking  for  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  a  postoffice.  He  proposed  the 
name  of  Lightning  City,  from  Lightning 
Creek  close  by.  But  the  department  sug¬ 
gested  that  we  eliminate  the  ’city’.  Mr. 
Koehler  and  I  therefore  suggested  a  new 
name.  His  first  name  of  Albert  was  short¬ 
ened  to  ‘Al’,  and  his  wife’s  name,  Wilhel- 
mina,  we  shortened  to  “Mena,”  the  names 
by  which  both  were  commonly  called.  Put¬ 
ting  the  two  contractions  together  gave  us 
Almena,  a  truly  distinctive  name.” 

The  village  was  platted  Nov.  23,  1891,  by 
Homer  H.  Hoyt  and  George  A.  Plummer. 

The  location  of  the  vilage  is  on  the  south 
half  of  the  northeast  quarter  and  the  north 
half  of  the  southeast  quarter  of  Section  24, 
Township  34  North,  Range  14  West,  the 
township  and  range  corresponding  to  what 
is  now  known  as  Almena  Township. 

The  surrounding  country  is  rolling,  well 
watered  and  diversified  with  small  timber, 
the  ancient  forests  of  larger  growth  having 
been  removed  for  the  most  part  by  the 
lumbermen. 

Less  than  three  miles  to  the  west  is 
Upper  Turtle  Lake,  and  about  the  same  dis¬ 
tance  to  the  southwest  is  Lower  Turtle 
Lake,  the  former  with  a  length  of  about 
two  miles  and  the  latter  of  about  a  mile 


and  a  half,  whose  shores  less  than  forty 
years  ago  were  dotted  with  Indian  wig¬ 
wams.  These  lakes  are  now  favorite  re¬ 
sorts  of  summer  visitors  and  sportsmen. 
Stock  raising,  dairying  and  general  farming 
Are  extensively  followed  throughout  the 
neighborhood. 

S.  W.  Sparlln,  previously  mentioned  as 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  village,  estab¬ 
lished  the  first  general  store  here  and  was 
also  the  first  postmaster.  His  successor  as 
postmaster  was  George  Panlan,  who  was 
also  a  store  keeper.  Mr.  Panlan  had  charge 
of  the  malls  until  June,  1908,  when  he  was 
succeeded  by  Jos.  Kurchenmeister,  who  has 
remained  postmaster  ever  since.  The  Al¬ 
mena  postofflce  was  elevated  to  the  third 
class  July  1,  1920.  It  has  one  rural  route 
connected  with  it 

When  Mr.  Kurchenmeister  first  came  here 
in  1899,  the  village  contained  two  general 
stores,  operated  respectively  by  George  Pan- 
ian  and  Theodore  Meyer,  and  a  hardware 
store,  the  proprietor  of  which  was  John 
Nimmerfroh. 

With  the  increase  of  population  and  the 
growing  importance  of  the  village  as  a  sup¬ 
ply  center,  new  enterprises  of  various 
kinds  made  their  appearance,  some  of  which 
had  but  a  brief  existence,  but  others  have 
justified  the  faith  of  their  founders.  There 
are  now  in  Almena  about  twenty  business 
places,  including  a  bank,  special  and  gen¬ 
eral  stores,  garages,  hotel,  restaurant,  bil¬ 
liard  hall,  blacksmith  shop,  lumber  yard, 
fur  and  hide  buying  house,  creamery  and 
cheese  factory,  feed  mill,  grain  elevator 
and  several  potato  warehouses.  The  popu¬ 
lation  is  about  450. 

A  Farmers  Co-operative  store  was  start¬ 
ed  in  the  village  In  1905,  and  most  of  the 
surrounding  farmers  became  Interested  In 
It,  but  not  being  properly  managed.  It  failed 
after  an  existence  of  about  three  years. 

The  wcter  supply  of  the  village  is  derived 
directly  from  wells.  There  are  no  water¬ 
works.  There  is  a  voluntary  fire  depart¬ 
ment,  the  apparatus  consisting  of  a  chem¬ 
ical  engine  and  a  hook  and  ladder. 

A  private  creamery  was  started  in  Al¬ 
mena  about  25  years  ago,  and  was  operated 
for  two  years,  or  until  it  burned  down  in 
1898.  In  1900  Charles  Kaemmer  established 
another  institution  of  the  same  kind,  under 
the  name  of  the  Almena  Creamery,  which 
was  located  across  the  tracks  northeast  of 
the  railway  depot.  This  he  operated  for 
sixteen  years,  or  until  Feb.  1,  1916,  when  he 
sold  it  to  Richard  Becker.  The  latter  car¬ 
ried  it  on  until  the  fall  of  1917,  when,  like 
Its  predecessor,  it  was  destroyed  by  fire.  Its 
place  was  taken  by  the  present  building, 
which  stands  on  the  same  site,  Just  north 
of  the  railroad  station,  and  which  waB  built 
In  1918  by  Herman  A.  Curt,  who  is  operat¬ 
ing  it  as  a  creamery  and  cheese  factory. 
The  creamery  department  has  a  cream  pas- 
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teurizing  vat  with  a  capacity  of  400  gallons, 
a  power  churn  and  butter  workers  with  a 
capacity  of  600  pounds,  and  other  conven¬ 
iences.  The  cheese  department  has  two 
vats  with  a  combined  capacity  of  10,000 
pounds,  a  separator  with  a  capacity  of  4,000 
pounds,  cheese  presses  and  the  like,  while 
the  curing  room  has  a  capacity  of  3,000 
pounds.  The  plant  is  operated  by  electric¬ 
ity  and  steam.  The  daily  intake  in  the  busy 
season  is  about  11,000  pounds  of  milk  for 
cheese,  and  about  3,000  pounds  of  butterfat. 
The  butter,  which  is  of  high  grade,  is  put 
up  in  prints  and  in  tubs,  the  prints  being 
sold  mostly  in  this  and  neighboring  vil¬ 
lages,  and  the  tubs  principally  in  the  New 
York  markets.  The  cheese,  which  is  of 
the  brick  variety  exclusively,  is  shipped  to 
supply  the  wholesale  and  retail  trade  in 
Wisconsin  and  Minnesota.  Mr.  Curt  has 
had  long  experience  in  the  dairy  products 
line  and  employs  skilled  helpers.  His 
cheese  and  butter  have  won  a  high  reputa¬ 
tion. 

Almena  Stute  Bank  was  organized  Oct. 
19,  1908,  by  C.  C.  Coe,  M.  C.  Howard,  George 
Panian  and  Charles  Kaemmer.  The  capital 
was  $10,000  and  the  first  officers  were:  C.  C. 
Coe,  president;  Charles  Kaemmer,  vice 
president;  Henry  Peterson,  cashier,  and  O. 

I.  Hanson,  assistant  cashier.  Tfie  directors 
were  M.  C.  Howard,  George  Panian,  C.  C. 
Coe,  Charles  Haemmer,  F.  L.  Olcott,  C.  H. 
Stuck  and  Henry  Peterson.  The  officers 
today  (Dec.  1,  1921)  are  the  same  as  at 
the  beginning,  except  that  Math.  Dold  is 
assistant  cashier  instead  of  Mr.  Hanson. 
The  present  directors  are  M.  C.  Howard,  C. 
C.  Coe,  Charles  Kaemmer  and  Henry  Peter¬ 
son.  The  capital  has  been  increased  to 
$20,000,  the  surplus  and  profits  amounting 
to  $10,000.  The  building  occupied  is  the 
bank’s  property  and  was  built  at  the  time 
of  its  organization. 

The  Almena  Farmers’  Telephone  Co.  was 
first  established  about  1906  by  Julius  Soltau, 

J.  E.  Mays,  W.  D.  Moore  and  Henry  Weise, 
who  started  business  with  five  lines  and 
about  100  phones.  Later  they  became  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Barron  Telephone  Co.  On 
May  12,  1909,  they  reorganized  on  the  co¬ 
operative  plan,  and  were  incorporated  un¬ 
der  the  state  law,  with  a  capital  stock  of 
$8,000.  The  incorporators  were  G.  R.  Wol- 
ter,  Aug.  D.  Miller,  Amund  Moen,  S.  W. 
Sparlin,  Jos.  Ross,  John  Lueck  and  Math. 
Zitzelberger.  There  are  now  about  350 
stockholders.  The  territory  covered  ex¬ 
tends  in  all  directions  nine  or  ten  miles 
from  Almena  Village.  Connections  are  made 
with  the  Bell  long  distance  lines,  and  there 
are  free  connections  with  Cumberland.  Ar- 
land,  Hillsdale.  Prairie  Farm,  Turtle  Lake, 
Dallas,  Sand  Creek,  Colfax,  Ridgeland  and 
Chetek.  The  officers  of  the  company  in  De¬ 
cember.  1921.  were:  Knut  Knutson,  presi¬ 
dent;  Matt  Mathys,  vice  president;  W.  A. 
Gearhart,  secretary  and  treasurer,  and  Ju¬ 
lius  Soltau,  general  manager.  The  first 
general  manager  after  the  incorporation 
was  W.  D.  Moore,  who  served  three  years 
in  that  capacity,  since  which  time  Mr.  Sol¬ 
tau  has  held  the  position. 


About  1917  Will  Caswell  built  a  small 
feed  mill  a  short  distance  southeast  of  the 
railway  station.  After  operating  it  during: 
two  winters,  he  sold  it  in  the  fall  of  1919 
to  W.  Hollerud,  the  present  proprietor,  who 
is  doing  a  general  feed  grinding  business. 

The  public  schoolhouse  now  used  in  Al¬ 
mena  village,  a  tasteful  brick  building  of 
two  rooms,  was  built  in  1912,  the  total  cost 
with  lot  amounting  to  over  $6,000.  It  is 
an  eight  grade  school,  employing  two 
teachers,  and  having  an  average  attendance 
of  about  60  pupils.  This  comparatively 
small  number  for  a  village  the  size  of  Al¬ 
mena  is  owing  to  the  fact  that  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  pupils  attend  the  two  parochial 
schools  in  the  village,  the  Roman  Catholic 
and  the  Lutheran.  Before  the  erection  of 
the  present  building,  the  building  now  used 
for  a  parochial  schoolhouse  by  the  Luther¬ 
ans  was  the  public  schoolhouse  of  the  vil¬ 
lage. 

The  Evangolical  Lutheran  Matthews  Con¬ 
gregation  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Sy¬ 
nod  of  Missouri,  Ohio  and  other  states,  com¬ 
monly  known  as  the  Missouri  Synod,  had 
its  beginning  in  1896,  when  on  Dec.  7,  it 
was  organized  and  incorporated  under  Rev. 
George  P.  A.  Kirschke,  with  Albert  Curt, 
Reinhold  Matthes,  Rudolf  Mueller,  Hans 
Wohlk,  John  Kiefer,  Thomas  Bntner,  Adolf 
Miller,  Adam  Kiefer,  Martin  Harke  and 
Nels  Swansen.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Kirschke  and 
his  successors,  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Thormaeh- 
len.  Nammacher  and  Kleinhaus,  came  from 
near-by  towns  to  serve  this  congregation. 
In  1900,  the  congregation,  together  with  Im¬ 
manuel’s  Evangelical  Lutheran  Congrega¬ 
tion  of  Silver  Creek  called  Rev.  Otto  Stef¬ 
fen  as  their  pastor.  He  served  until  1908 
when  he  was  called  to  St.  Thomas  Evan¬ 
gelical  Lutheran  Congregation  at  Detroit, 
Michigan,  where  he  is  still  pastor.  After 
several  unsuccessful  efforts  to  obtain  a  pas- 
toi,  a  call  was  extended  to  Rev.  E.  Plude- 
mann,  who  filled  the  pastorate  until  early 
in  1917,  when  he  resigned  from  the  ministry 
and  moved  to  Shawano,  his  home  town.  He 
was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Fred  Kersten,  who 
was  installed,  June  24.  1917,  and  is  still 
serving.  The  congregation’s  property  con¬ 
sists  of  the  church,  school,  parsonage,  and 
an  acre  of  real  estate  located  at  the  south¬ 
east  corner  of  the  village.  At  the  end  of 
the  year,  1921,  the  statistics  of  the  congre¬ 
gation  showed  470  souls;  260  communicant 
members,  69  voting  members;  parochial 
school  enrollment,  51;  Sunday  school  en¬ 
rollment,  35;  confirmation  class  enrollment. 
25.  Divine  services  are  held  every  Sunday 
forenoon  in  the  German  language  and  every 
two  weeks  in  the  evening  in  the  English 
language.  The  teacher  in  the  parochial 
school  is  Harold  Dueker. 

The  Sacred  Heart  Congregation  has  been 
an  important  factor  in  the  life  of  Almena 
for  over  thirty  years  past.  The  first  serv¬ 
ices  were  held  in  1890,  in  the  private  house 
owned  by  Wm.  Maryon,  north  of  Almena. 
Later  services  were  held  in  the  private 
house  owned  by  Julius  Welde,  located  on 
Lot  2,  Block  2.  At  that  time  there  wers 
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about  twelve  families  and  the  services 
were  given  by  Rev.  Father  Becker  from 
Rice  Lake.  In  the  fall  of  1892  John  Nimer- 
froh  donated  several  lots  upon  which  was 
erected  the  frame  church  building.  In  years 
following  services  were  held  by  Rev.  Father 
Stolz,  Rev.  Father  Dickopf  and  Rev.  Father 
Vater,  all  resident  priests  of  Cumberland. 
In  the  fall  of  1897  Rev.  S.  A.  Leinfelder 
came  to  Cumberland  and  to  him  was  given 
charge  of  the  little  mission  at  Almena.  In 
the  following  years  new  settlers  arrived  and 
it  came  to  a  point  where  the  old  church 
building  was  too  small.  The  settlers,  being 
poverty  stricken,  it  was  a  hard  task,  but 
with  Rev.  Leinfelder  as  leader,  in  1901,  it 
was  decided  to  start  excavating  for  a  new 
brick  building  48  by  96  feet.  In  1903  the 
beautiful  church  was  completed  and  this 
building  stands  today  as  one  of  the  finest  in 
the  county.  A  large  credit  for  this  under¬ 
taking  rests  with  Father  Leinfelder,  who, 
through  his  untiring  efforts  and  inspiring 
words,  was  successful  completing  this  un¬ 
dertaking.  Rev.  S.  A.  Leinfelder  left  in 
October,  1906,  and  was  succeeded  by  Rev. 
Father  Berg,  who  was  here  for  five  months 
when  he  left  for  Germany.  In  the  year 
1906  the  congregation  bought  the  frame 
building  on  Lot  17,  Block  6.  which  was  re¬ 
modeled  into  a  parsonage.  In  August,  1906, 
Rev.  Father  Francis  Bourg  arrived  and 
took  charge  of  the  congregation.  The  sec¬ 
ond  Sunday  after  his  arrival  he  took  up  the 
matter  of  remodeling  the  old  church  build¬ 
ing  into  a  parochial  school  and  Sisters’ 
dwelling.  This  was  done.  The  Sisters 
started  school  on  Nov.  16,  1906.  In  March, 
1907,  the  congregation  decided  to  build  a 
new  parsonage.  It  was  completed  the  same 
year.  In  the  summer  of  1909  it  was  found 
that  the  school  was  too  small  so  an  addi¬ 
tion  was  built  to  the  present  building.  Both 
school  and  church  are  all  furnished  and 
electrically  lighted.  Through  the  faithful 
and  untiring  work  of  the  Rev.  Father  Bourg, 
the  present  pastor,  during  the  past  fifteen 
years  the  Sacred  Heart  congregation  of 
Almena  stands  today  free  and  clear  from 
debt.  The  present  membership  is  106 
families. 

A  camp  of  Modern  Woodmen  of  America 
was  organized  in  Almena  in  1900,  the  char¬ 
ter  members  being  Frank  Beecroft,  Thomas 
Beecroft,  Jr.,  Alva  P.  Cammack,  Frank  E. 
Dille,  John  C.  Harris,  Edward  Johnson, 
Rheinhold  Matther,  Ira  B.  Mays,  Charles 
Quist.  Martin  Radigan,  George  Taylor, 
James  Sampair,  S.  W.  Sparlin  and  D.  H. 
Von  Bottger.  The  camp  purchased  a  good- 
sized  frame  building,  with  lot,  the  former 
of  which  they  have  since  twice  remodeled. 
In  it  they  hold  their  meetings  and  it  is 
also  used  for  town  meetings,  dances  and 
other  entertainments,  answering  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  a  public  hall.  The  camp  has  now 
about  87  members. 

The  Finnish  settlement  and  church  of 
Arland  and  surrounding  townships,  are  im¬ 
portant  factors  in  the  life  and  growth  of 
the  southwestern  part  of  the  county.  The 
sturdy  Finnish  people  began  to  settle  in 


that  locality  in  the  early  nineties.  Among 
the  leaders  may  be  mentioned  Sam  John¬ 
son  and  Matt  Mykkanen,  who  came  in  De¬ 
cember,  1892;  and  Herman  Lolite,  in  Jan¬ 
uary,  Thomas  Nissila  in  May,  Leanter  Kos- 
ki  in  June,  and  Jacob  Juttila  in  July,  all  in 
1893.  All  brought  families.  Others  joined 
them  until  there  was  quite  a  settlement. 
The  people  were  for  the  most  part  people  of 
devout  faith,  and  felt  the  need  of  religious 
consolation.  To  them  came  Rev.  Kustaa 
Sahlberg,  a  missionary  pastor  from  Minne¬ 
apolis,  who  held  services  in  private  homes. 
As  the  result  of  these  meetings,  Rev.  Sahl¬ 
berg  helped  the  people  to  organize  a  congre¬ 
gation.  Thus  the  Finnish  Lutheran  Congre¬ 
gation  of  the  town  of  Arland,  county  of 
Barron,  came  into  being  on  April  23,  1901, 
under  the  official  name  of  the  Uusl  Waasa 
Congregation  of  the  Suomi  Synod,  of  the 
Finnish  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church.  The 
congregation  at  that  time  consisted  of  nine 
men  and  their  families:  Leanter  Koski, 
Jacob  Wisti,  John  Lolja,  Nick  Lake,  Nels 
Tyni,  William  Wuorenmaa,  John  Tuttila,  A. 
W.  Anderson  and  H.  Kivisto.  At  a  meeting 
held  Jan.  1,  1913,  this  small  but  thriving 
congregation,  then  consisting  of  ten  fam¬ 
ilies,  decided  to  erect  a  church.  A  quarter 
of  an  acre  of  land  was  purchased  in  Section 
7,  Arland  Township,  for  $20,  from  Henry 
Raitanen.  The  church  was  completed  and 
dedicated  on  June  18,  1916.  In  1904  a 
cemetery  was  started,  the  first  burial  being 
that  of  the  infant  child  of  John  Tuttila,  on 
November,  1904.  The  Sunday  school  has 
been  in  existence  since  1904.  A.  W.  Ander¬ 
son,  the  first  superintendent,  is  still  serv¬ 
ing,  and  his  devotion  to  the  work  has  been 
an  important  factor  in  his  success  in  guid¬ 
ing  the  younger  generation  in  the  right 
paths.  Mr.  Anderson  has  also  served  for 
thirteen  years  as  president  of  the  congre¬ 
gation,  and  has  done  good  work  in  other 
capacities  as  well.  He  has  the  welfare 
of  the  church  and  community  deeply  at 
heart,  and  has  given  much  of  his  time  es¬ 
pecially  during  the  building  of  the  church, 
regardless  of  how  pressing  his  personal  du¬ 
ties  might  be,  being  first  and  last  always 
ready  to  lend  a  helping  hand.  For  some 
seasons  past  an  excellent  summer  school 
has  been  conducted  one  month  of  each  year. 
Seven  of  the  good  wives,  on  Dec.  8,  1904, 
organized  a  Ladles’  Aid  Society,  which  has 
taken  an  important  part  in  the  affairs  of 
the  church  laboring  hand  in  hand  with  the 
other  members  of  the  congregation  toward 
the  building  of  the  church,  and  continuing 
its  active  work  toward  its  support.  A 
Christian  Young  People’s  Society  was  or¬ 
ganized  March  19,  1911,  with  a  membership 
of  21,  and  is  also  helping  with  the  church 
work  and  life  in  many  important  ways.  The 
present  officers  of  the  church  are  K.  Jarvi, 
president;  A.  Mlckelson,  secretary;  and  A. 
W.  Anderson,  treasurer.  The  pastors  of 
the  church  have  been:  the  Rev.  Messrs. 
Kuusetaa  Sahlberg,  H.  Sarvela,  P.  Keranen, 
J.  Mantta,  A.  Riippa,  M.  Pesonen,  D.  A. 
Samanen,  A.  Immonen,  N.  Saastamoinen 
and  D.  A.  Samanen.  The  last  named  pastor 
is  now  serving  from  Minneapolis. 
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POSKIN 

Poskln  Village,  an  unincorporated  village 
with  a  population  of  about  250  people,  la 
located  on  the  “Soo”  line  in  Clinton  Town* 
ship,  five  miles  west  of  Barron,  the  county 
seat.  Poskln  Lake,  about  a  mile  to  the 
north,  is  a  favorite  summer  resort  for  tour¬ 
ists,  sportsmen  and  others,  there  being  a 
number  of  cottages  on  the  shores.  The  sur¬ 
rounding  country  is  excellent  for  dairying 
and  general  farming  and  here  and  there 
presents  picturesque  features. 

Poskln  was  originally  platted  about  a 
mile  or  more  to  the  northwest,  on  the  north¬ 
east  quarter  of  the  southeast  quarter  of  Sec¬ 
tion  21,  Town  34,  Range  13.  The  owner  was 
Fronia  L.  H.  Fay,  and  D.  A.  Russell  was  the 
county  surveyor. 

The  present  village  of  Poskln  is  on  the 
village  plat  of  Cosgrove,  which  was  platted 
Aug.  23.  1887,  on  land  of  Peter  Cosgrove, 
by  David  A.  Russell,  surveyor. 

There  has  been  some  confusion  with  re¬ 
spect  to  the  name  of  the  village,  which  oc¬ 
casionally  appears  on  maps  as  Paskin, 
spelled  with  an  "a”.  This  came  about  in 
tbe  following  way.  The  original  settlement 
— that  to  the  northwest  of  the  present  Bite 
— was  named  Poskln,  as  was  also  the  lake, 
the  latter  being  thus  named  in  honor  of 
Mary  Poskln,  the  Indian  or  half-breed  wife 
of  Capt.  Andrew  Taintor,  of  the  Knapp, 
Stout  ft  Co.,  the  lumber  men,  who  had  a 
camp  at  the  lake.  But  Charles  Larson,  who 
had  a  store  and  sawmill  there  and  was  post¬ 
master,  being  an  indifferent  English  scholar, 
called  the  place  Paskfn,  and  his  example 
was  followed  by  others  until  few  people 
knew  the  correct  spelling. 

The  first  sottler  on  the  site  of  the  pres¬ 
ent  village  was  Peter  Cosgrove,  who  built  a 
log  store  here  in  1883,  and  was  postmaster 
in  President  Cleveland's  administration.  He 
•later  moved  to  Centuria,  Polk  County,  Wis¬ 
consin,  where  he  was  postmaster  until  his 
death  one  year  ago. 

In  1885,  two  years  after  Peter  Cosgrove 
laid  the  foundation  of  the  village,  C.  H. 
Strand  built  a  sawmill  here  and  opened  a 
store.  The  mill,  however,  burned  down  four 
yoars  later,  in  1889. 

Some  years  after  Mr.  Strand  had  left,  or  ■ 
probably  about  1897,  Harry  Jacobs,  who  had 
been  operating  a  sawmill  at  the  original 
Poskln,  moved  it  to  the  newer  village,  added 
to  it  a  planing  mill,  and  did  a  large  busi¬ 
ness,  using  from  4,000,000  to  5,000,000  feet 
of  logs  a  year.  He  also  conducted  a  general 
store.  Mr.  Jacobs  was  connected  in  a  busi¬ 
ness  way  with  Dr.  F.  S.  Wade  of  New  Rich¬ 
mond,  who,  it  is  thought,  furnished  the  cap¬ 
ital  for  his  Poskln  enterprises.  Finally  Dr. 
Wade  persuaded  Mr.  Jacobs  to  go  to  Idaho 
to  start  operations  there. 

During  the  first  four  or  five  years  of  its 
existence  the  village  was  known  as  Cos¬ 
grove,  though  the  railway  company  named 
the  station  Poskln  Lake.  At  the  suggestion 
of  the  local  agent,  M.  8.  Deuel,  the  name  of 
the  station  was  shortened  to  Poskln  two 
years  ago. 

A  town  hall  was  erected  in  1900. 


Poskin  is  pleasantly  situated,  the  land 
sloping  down  from  the  business  part  of  town 
to  Vermillion  river.  The  business  enter¬ 
prises  include  two  general  stores,  two  ga¬ 
rages,  a  confectionery  and  lunch  room,  a 
lumber  yard,  blacksmith’s  shop,  grain  ele¬ 
vator  and  feed  mill,  and  three  potato  ware¬ 
houses.  There  is  also  a  cheese  factory, 
though  it  is  not  at  present  in  operation.  It 
was  started  by  C.  M.  Rabbit,  who  manufac¬ 
tured  skimmed-mllk  cheese  until  May,  1921, 
when  he  ceased  operations. 

About  ten  or  eleven  years  ago  an  eleva¬ 
tor  was  erected  in  Poskin  by  "Dick”  Wil¬ 
liams,  of  New  Richmond,  who  called  it  the 
"Farmers’  Elevator,”  though  it  was  not  a 
co-operative  concern  but  merely  a  private 
enterprise.  After  conducting  it  for  two 
years  he  sold  it  to  the  Osceola  Mill  ft  Ele¬ 
vator  Co.,  under  which  name  it  was  con¬ 
ducted  as  one  of  a  chain  of  elevators  owned 
by  C.  C.  Ladd,  of  Minneapolis.  Owing  to 
the  failure  of  certain  New  York  dealers  to 
take  a  large  consignment  of  flour  for  which 
they  had  contracted,  Mr.  Ladd  sustained 
large  losses,  with  the  result  that  the  ele¬ 
vator  at  Poskin  ceased  operations  as  one 
of  his  plants  a  year  ago.  In  the  spring  of 
1921  it  was  taken  over  by  the  Hewitt  Grain 
ft  Provision  Co.,  who  are  now  conducting 
it  as  a  feed  mill. 

The  North  Wisconsin  Farmers  Mutual 
Cyclone  Insurance  Co.,  with  offices  in  Poe- 
kin,  was  organized  in  Poskin  in  1907  by 

F.  E.  Hill,  and  now  has  4,260  members.  Up 
to  the  present  time  the  company  has  writ¬ 
ten  about  six  million  dollars  worth  of  in¬ 
surance  on  farm  property  in  territory  ex¬ 
tending  over  the  northern  part  of  the  state. 
The  officers  of  the  concern  are  as  follows: 
A.  Moen,  president;  James  Peterson,  vice 
president;  F.  EL  Hill,  secretary,  and  J.  A. 
Cornwell,  treasurer. 

The  Farmers  State  Bank  of  Poskin  was 
organized  by  F.  E.  Hill  and  E.  F.  Birch  in 
the  fall  of  1917.  The  capital  stock  was 
$10,000,  at  which  it  still  remains.  The  first 
officers  of  the  institution  were:  F.  E.  Hill, 
president;  E.  F.  Birch,  vice  president;  and 

G.  G.  B.  Dennewith,  cashier.  In  the  tall 
of  1918  C.  J.  Tengbom  became  president 
and  has  since  continued  as  such.  In  July, 
1918.  T.  A.  Birch  became  vice  president, 
Mr.  Dennewith  being  re-elected  cashier.  On 
April  1,  1921,  Mr.  Dennewith  resigned  and 
was  succeeded  as  cashier  by  A.  P.  Mattson; 
and  in  July  tbe  same  year  EL  B.  Johnson 
was  elected  vice  president,  succeeding  Mr. 
Birch.  The  bank  occupies  a  rented  building. 

The  Poskln  school  building  was  erected 
about  1906  at  a  cost  of  two  thousand  dol¬ 
lars.  It  employs  one  teacher  and  is  at¬ 
tended  by  about  forty  pupils.  Instruction 
is  given  in  eight  grades. 

There  is  one  church  in  the  village,  which 
Is  known  as  the  Community  M.  E.  Church. 
The  edifice  was  built  in  1906-07,  a  mile  and 
a  quarter  north,  near  Poskln  Lake,  and 
was  moved  to  the  village  in  the  summer  of 
1920.  The  society  was  organised  Just  short¬ 
ly  before  the  church  was  built,  among  the 
first  members  being  Lars  Fahlgren,  N.  BJnr- 
man,  Frank  Chronquist,  Charles  Orn,  Louis 
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Hedblom,  with  their  families,  besides  sev¬ 
eral  others.  After  the  building  had  been 
moved  to  its  present  site  a  basement  was 
put  under  It  and  a  furnace  installed,  the 
building  with  improvements  representing  a 
total  cost  of  about  $1,100.  The  lot  was  do¬ 
nated  by  Q.  O.  B.  Dennewlth  and  is  large 
enough  to  furnish  a  site  also  for  a  parson¬ 
age,  the  building  now  being  used  for  that 
purpose  being  rented.  Electric  lights  have 
been  installed  in  the  church  by  Delebard 
and  Hawkinson,  garage  men,  wbo  are  now 
making  arrangements  to  furnish  lights  for 
the  village.  The  church  was  first  served 
by  Rev.  A.  G.  Beck,  the  circuit  pastor  from 
Cumberland,  who  preached  here  for  about 
three  years.  The  Rev.  S.  W.  Mattson,  who 
is  now  serving  the  church,  came  here  in 
October,  1920,  and  is  the  first  resident  pas¬ 
tor.  The  auxiliary  societies,  in  addition  to 
the  Sunday  School,  are  the  Ladies’  Aid,  the 
Ep worth  League,  and  the  Woman’s  Foreign 
Missionary  Society. 

Poskin  Camp,  No.  687,  Modern  Woodmen 
of  America,  was  organized  in  Poskin  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  1899,  with  about  34  charter  mem¬ 
bers.  The  camp  holds  meetings  in  a  rented 
hall  known  as  Woodmen’s  Hall. 

Hillside  Camp,  No.  3623,  Royal  Neighbors, 
was  organized  in  1904,  and  now  has  36  mem¬ 
bers.  Meetings  are  held  In  Woodmen’s 
Hall. 

The  Poskin  Shipping  Association,  with 
Charles  J.  Tengbom  as  president,  is  an  in¬ 
tegral  factor  in  the  prosperity  of  the  vil¬ 
lage  and  the  surrounding  country.  It  was 
organized  in  March,  1917,  and  now  has  300 
members. 


CANTON 

Canton  is  an  unincorporated  village  lo¬ 
cated  on  the  north  half  of  the  southwest 
quarter  of  section  18,  township  34  north, 
range  10  west,  the  town  and  range  corre¬ 
sponding  to  the  political  division  of  the 
county  known  as  Sumner  Township. 

The  present  village  owes  its  existence 
and  location  to  the  Minneapolis,  St.  Paul 
4k  Sault  Ste.  Marie  Railway,  which  was  built 
through  the  county  in  1884;  but  the  nucleus 
of  the  village  was  formed  in  a  settlement 
begun  some  ten  or  twelve  years  previously 
on  the  townsite  of  Sumner,  three  miles 
south  of  the  Canton  of  today,  and  which  is 
now  often  referred  to  as  "Old  Canton.” 

The  latter  designation  has  only  a  senti¬ 
mental  application,  for,  as  above  Indicated, 
the  settlement  was  really  called  Sumner, 
and  so,  also,  at  first,  was  the  post  office 
established  there.  After  a  short  time,  it 
having  been  discovered  that  there  was  an¬ 
other  post  office  in  the  state  by  the  name 
of  Sumner,  it  was  discontinued,  or  sus¬ 
pended  for  a  time,  but  was  later  restored  to 
the  village  under  the  postal  name  of  Sloska. 
Among  the  later  postmasters  there  were 
Morris  Witters,  proprietor  of  a  general 
store,  who  held  the  office  at  least  for  sev¬ 
eral  years,  and  Mrs.  Fannie  Malone,  the 
mother  of  R.  E.  Malone  of  Canton. 

The  chief  promoters  and  founders  of  Sum¬ 
ner  were  W.  D.  Edgbert  and  William  Hutch¬ 


inson,  the  latter  of  whom  owned  the  land 
and  had  it  platted.  Mr.  Hutchinson  built 
a  sawmill  on  Pokegema  Creek,  and  W.  D. 
Edgbert  and  Harlow  J.  Youmans  built  and 
operated  a  general  store.  These  events  oc¬ 
curred  between  1870  and  1872,  and  H.  J. 
White,  who  arrived  there  in  1873,  found  the 
sawmill  and  store  in  operation. 

A  still  earlier  settler  there  waB  Silas  J. 
Packard,  who  arrived  and  took  a  home¬ 
stead  in  1871,  and  who  later  for  several 
years  conducted  a  store. 

A  log  schoolhouse  was  built  in  Sumner,  in 
which  Mrs.  Thomas  Gotham,  now  of  Chetek, 
taught  the  first  school.  Soon  afterwards  a 
frame  schoolhouse  was  erected.  The  first 
teacher  In  this  building  was  Judge  H.  J. 
Sill.  The  next  winter,  that  of  1874-75,  he 
was  succeeded  as  teacher  by  H.  J.  White, 
now  a  resident  of  Canton. 

When  the  railroad  was  projected,  it  was 
believed  that  the  line  was  to  be  built 
through  the  village,  and  the  settlers  there 
and  in  the  surrounding  region  were  pur- 
suaded  to  vote  bonds  for  as  much  as  the 
assessed  valuation  of  their  property  would 
admit.  But  when  the  railroad  was  built, 
it  did  not  touch  the  village,  but  passed  three 
miles  to  the  north. 

In  1884,  when  the  people  of  Sumner  saw 
that  the  railroad  was  not  coming  to  them, 
they  resolved  to  go  to  the  railroad,  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  a  general  exodus  took  place  to  the 
site  of  the  present  village  of  Canton.  Build¬ 
ings  were  moved  to  the  new  site,  leaving 
little  or  nothing  behind,  and  the  transplant¬ 
ed  village  began  to  bloom  in  a  new  environ¬ 
ment.  The  village  was  platted  Oct.  6,  1884, 
on  land  of  L.  C.  Stanley,  of  Chippewa  Falls, 
Straw  and  Lyte  were  the  surveyors. 

The  site  was  a  good  one.  The  village 
stands  on  the  prairie,  with  wooded  eleva¬ 
tions  of  land,  resembling  low  hills,  showing 
in  the  distance  on  all  sides  except  the  south 
and  southwest.  Between  Canton  and  Cam¬ 
eron,  which  is  three  miles  or  more  to  the 
southwest,  lies  a  part  of  the  tract  of  land 
which  from  early  days  has  been  known  as 
Pokegama  Prairie.  East  of  the  village  is 
timber  land  somewhat  thickly  sprinkled 
with  hardheads  of  a  size,  reckoned  by 
weight,  of  from  25  to  100  pounds.  This 
tract  is  large  enough  to  accommodate  a 
hundred  more  settlers,  who  would  doubt¬ 
less  have  taken  possession  of  it  ere  this 
but  for  the  disadvantage  above  mentioned. 
The  removal  of  the  stones  and  the  cultiva¬ 
tion  of  the  land  is  a  task  that  may  be  ac¬ 
complished  within  the  next  few  years. 

Silas  J.  Packard,  who  moved  to  Canton 
with  the  rest  of  the  Sumner  people,  opened 
the  first  general  store  here,  which  subse¬ 
quently  passed  through  a  number  of  differ¬ 
ent  hands.  The  second  general  store  was 
started  by  William  Locke  in  1887  or  1888. 
A  man  named  Birkholz  started  a  blacksmith 
shop  and  after  conducting  it  for  a  while 
was  succeeded  by  Robert  Kleve.  Later  Mr. 
Kleve’s  place  as  village  blacksmith  was 
taken  by  F.  Skinner,  who  is  now  conducting 
a  shop  here.  A  hardware  store  was  started 
some  years  ago  by  J.  B.  Fiske,  who  later 
gave  it  up.  His  place  as  hardware  mer- 
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chant  was  taken  by  James  B.  Ward.  In 
1890  the  population  of  the  village  was  about 
50  and  that  of  the  township  365. 

There  are  now  in  the  village  two  general 
stores,  a  hardware  store,  garage,  bank,  feed 
mill,  lumber  yard,  blacksmith  shop,  pickle 
station  and  four  potato  warehouses;  also 
a  school,  church  and  small  hotel. 

In  early  days  a  sawmill  was  built  here, 
for  which  I.  C.  Stanley  probably  furnished 
the  capital,  and  William  Bell,  now  living 
in  Chetek,  operated  it.  As  there  was  not 
much  pine  in  the  vicinity,  Knapp,  Stout  & 
Co.  did  not  work  close  to  the  village.  The 
mill  was  later  operated  for  a  number  of 
years  by  William  Locke,  who  came  to  Can¬ 
ton  in  1885  and  is  still  living  here.  H.  J. 
White,  another  early  settler  still  in  the  vil¬ 
lage,  came  here  at  the  time  of  the  general 
exodus  in  1884,  when  S.  J.  Packard  came. 
Arthur  and  William  White,  at  an  early  date, 
settled  on  a  farm  close  by  and  finally  moved 
into  the  village.  Two  other  pioneers  of 
Canton  are  Nels  Lowell  and  J.  N.  F.  Cain, 
the  latter  living  north  of  the  village.  R.  E. 
Malone,  the  present  postmaster,  was  born 
at  Sumner,  where,  as  already  mentioned, 
his  mother  was  at  one  time  post  mistress, 
but  he  spent  a  number  of  years  out  of  the 
county  before  making  his  home  in  Canton. 

The  first  postmaster  at  Canton  was  Eilas 
J.  Packard,  who  was  succeeded  in  the  office 
by  Frank  Lutz.  Then  Lewis  Walsh  bad  it, 
and  after  him  William  Locke,  J.  Packard 
and  J.  F.  Caldwell.  Mr.  Caldwell  was  suc¬ 
ceeded  by  Raymond  E.  Malone,  who  was 
appointed  in  1910  and  is  still  serving. 

About  1898  or  1899  the  fanners  near  Can¬ 
ton  started  a  cheese  factory  on  the  co¬ 
operative  plan,  which  had  an  existence  of 
four  or  five  years.  Then  a  disagreement  oc¬ 
curred,  some  of  the  fanners  being  in  favor 
of  putting  in  a  creamery  and  others  being 
opposed  to  it.  It  was  finally  turned  into 
a  creamery  and  was  so  conducted  until  its 
destruction  by  fire. 

In  1914  F.  M.  Lepley  started  a  cheese  fac¬ 
tory  at  Canton  and  conducted  it  until  1917, 
when  he  turned  it  over  to  his  son-in-law, 
William  Sandmire.  The  latter  operated  it 
until  it  burned  down  in  1918,  since  which 
time  Mr.  Sandmire  has  been  manager  of  the 
Canton  Lumber  Yard. 

Another  co-operative  enterprise  started  in 
Canton  was  the  Canton  Farmers’  Store  and 
Market  Association,  which  was  organized  in 
September,  1919,  some  fifty  or  sixty  farm¬ 
ers  taking  stock  in  it.  G.  J.  Boortz  was  the 
first  president.  Robert  Miller  vice  president, 
Julius  Krueger  treasurer,  and  J.  B.  Stearns 
secretary.  Later  Thomas  Gullckson  be¬ 
came  president.  The  farmers  bought  stock 
from  Charles  Johnson  and  at  first  used  his 
building  as  their  store,  but  subsequently 
they  established  quarters  opposite  the  gen¬ 
eral  store  of  R.  E.  Malone,  who  was  man¬ 
ager  of  the  Association  during  most  of  the 
time  it  lasted.  Having  started  with  insuffi¬ 
cient  capital,  the  hard  times  and  high  prices 
broke  them  up,  and  aftqr  an  existence  of  a 
year  and  a  half  the  enterprise  came  to  an 
end. 


The  Canton  Farmers  Telephone  Co., 
which  has  always  been  a  co-operative  con¬ 
cern,  was  incorporated  Dec.  31,  1908,  by 
Olaf  Arneson,  F.  E.  Lowell,  L.  E.  Losey, 
William  Locke  and  Fred  Block.  Olaf  Arne¬ 
son  was  president  and  F.  El  Moe  secretary 
and  treasurer.  The  company  has  about  125 
phones  and  in  addition  to  Canton  Village, 
covers  territory  as  far  east  as  Lehigh,  as 
far  south  as  Chetek,  also  a  mile  and  a  half 
to  the  west,  and  to  the  north  and  north¬ 
west  about  half  way  to  Rice  Lake.  Connec¬ 
tions  are  made  with  the  Chippewa  Val¬ 
ley  Telephone  Co.'s  lines  and  with  those  of 
the  Barron  County  Telephone  Co.,  the  farm¬ 
ers’  lines  running  out  of  Chetek  and,  in¬ 
deed,  practically  all  the  farmers’  lines 
throughout  this  region.  The  officers  of  the 
company  in  December,  1921,  were:  Frank 
Pitman,  president,  and  A.  O.  White  secre¬ 
tary  and  treasurer.  The  directors  were 
Frank  Pitman,  Dell  Cowin,  Mat  Huiras, 
John  Halverson,  A.  O.  White  and  Fred 
Locke. 

The  Farmers  State  Bank  of  Canton  was 
organized  in  the  fall  of  1917  by  C.  J.  John¬ 
son  and  others,  with  a  capital  stock  of 
110,000.  The  first  officers  were:  C.  J.  John¬ 
son,  president;  J.  M.  Ward,  vice  president, 
and  Erland  Engh,  cashier.  The  building 
now  occupied  was  erected  at  starting  and 
is  an  ideal  village  banking  house — fireproof, 
with  cement  floors  and  full  basement,  and 
provided  with  a  complete  modern  equip¬ 
ment.  C.  J.  Johnson  sold  the  majority  of 
his  stock  to  David  Russell,  but  later  bought 
it  back.  When  Mr.  Russell  came  in  he  be¬ 
came  president  and  so  continued  for  about 
a  year,  Mr.  Engh  continuing  as  cashier.  Be¬ 
fore  Mr.  Russell  got  out  George  Malcolm  be¬ 
came  president  and  Mr.  Russell  was  then 
vice  president.  With  that  exception  Mr. 
Ward  has  been  vice  president  from  the  be¬ 
ginning.  The  present  officers  (Dec.  1,  1921) 
are:  George  Malcolm,  president;  J.  M. 
Ward,  vice  president;  E.  O.  Johnson,  cash¬ 
ier.  The  directors  are  George  Malcolm, 
Bert  Apker.  Wesley  Winchester,  J.  M.  Ward, 
J.  Packard,  El  O.  Johnson  and  A.  O.  White. 

The  first  schoolhouse  in  Canton  was  a 
frame  building  which  was  put  up  about 
thirty  yoars  ago  on  the  homestead  of  H. 
J.  White,  close  to  the  southeast  corner  of 
the  village.  It  was  used  for  educational 
purposes  for  about  ten  years,  and  at  that 
time  another  school  building  was  erected, 
which  is  now  used  as  a  blacksmith  shop, 
though  when  built  it  was  located  farther 
east,  having  been  subsequently  moved  to 
its  present  site.  When  it  finally  became 
inadequate  to  accommodate  the  increasing 
number  of  pupils,  the  present  building,  a 
concrete  structure  of  two  stories,  was 
erected.  To  this  an  addition  will  soon  have 
to  be  made,  as  it  Is  now  overcrowded.  This 
is  a  grade  school  which  includes  also  the 
first  two  years  of  the  high  school  course. 
Eighty-eight  pupils  were  enrolled  in  Decem¬ 
ber.  1921. 

It  was  thirty  years  ago  or  more  that  the 
religiously  inclined  people  of  Canton  united 
their  resources  and  built  a  church  which 
came  under  the  control  of  the  Free  Meth- 
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odist  society,  though  people  of  different 
denominations  met  there  to  worship.  The 
most  active  worker  in  the  organization  and 
building  was  the  Rev.  Mr.  Howe,  who  him¬ 
self  performed  much  of  the  manual  labor 
and  subsequently  made  personal  sacrifices 
to  clear  the  building  from  debt.  In  course 
of  time  quite  a  number  of  the  members 
moved  away,  mostly  to  Chetek,  until  the 
Canton  congregation  had  dwindled  down 
to  a  few  members.  Then,  in  1909,  with  the 
permission  and  approval  of  the  conference, 
the  building  was  moved  to  Chetek,  where 
a  Free  Methodist  class  had  been  organized 
three  years  before.  This  removal  was  op¬ 
posed  by  the  Canton  members,  who  believed 
that  the  ownership  of  the  building  was 
vested  in  the  Canton  trustees,  and  an  ap¬ 
peal  was  made  to  the  court.  There  the 
matter  was  decided  in  favor  of  the  Chetek 
members  and  the  removal  was  accordingly 
proceeded  with.  Finding  themselves  with¬ 
out  a  place  of  worship,  the  Canton  people 
subsequently  got  together  and  erected  a 
new  edifice.  Joining  the  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  organization.  This  building  is  the  only 
church  in  the  village. 

The  water  supply  of  Canton  is  obtained 
from  wells.  Electric  light  for  general  pur¬ 
poses  has  not  yet  been  installed,  but  the 
J.  M.  Ward  garage  is  provided  with  an  elec¬ 
tric  light  generating  system  for  its  own 
use  and  has  extended  wires  to  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  these  two  buildings  being  at 
present  the  only  ones  in  the  village  lighted 
in  that  manner. 

The  population  of  the  village  is  217. 

HILLSDALE 

The  village  of  Hillsdale  is  located  in  the 
southeast  part  of  the  northwest  quarter  of 
Section  28  west,  Maple  Grove  Township, 
(Town  33,  Range  12).  It  is  on  a  branch  of 
the  Minneapolis,  St.  Paul  &  Sault  Ste. 
Marie  railroad,  which  was  completed  in  the 
year  1900.  The  heavily  rolling  character 
of  the  land  surface  in  this  region  gives  a 
picturesque  aspect  to  the  scenery,  and  the 
quality  of  the  soil  has  been  the  chief  fac¬ 
tor  in  the  development  of  the  rich  and 
flourishing  farms  which  surround  the  vil¬ 
lage  on  every  side. 

The  original  location  of  the  community 
known  as  Hillsdale  was  about  a  mile  south 
of  that  which  it  occupies  today,  and  its 
origin  and  early  growth  were  due  to  the 
lumber  industry.  About  1872  the  Mooney 
family,  the  head  of  which  was  A.  D.  Mooney, 
came  to  this  locality  from  Iowa,  to  which 
state  they  had  emigrated  from  Indiana;  and 
William  Mooney,  one  of  the  most  active  and 
enterprising  representatives  of  the  family, 
built  a  sawmill  around  which  grew  up  a 
small  settlement  known  locally,  and  through 
government  recognition  in  the  shape  of  a 
p08tofflce,  as  Mooney’s  Mill. 

The  next  phase  in  the  evolution  of  Hills¬ 
dale  began  in  1882,  when  Lee  &  Dickinson, 
a  lumber  firm,  came  here  from  Indiana, 
bringing  with  them  their  sawmill  machin¬ 
ery  and  a  force  of  workmen.  This  firm 
not  only  set  up  and  operated  their  own  mill, 


but  also  bought  and  operated  that  of  Mr. 
Mooney,  and  for  some  years  were  engaged 
extensively  in  the  lumber  Industry.  They 
purchased  all  the  railroad  land  in  the  vicin¬ 
ity,  paying  for  it  the  government  price  of 
$1.25  an  acre,  and,  after  cutting  the  timber, 
sold  it  to  their  workmen  and  other  settlers 
at  $2.50  an  acre.  The  Mooneys,  after  part¬ 
ing  with  their  property,  moved  to  Marsh 
Lake  and  Prairie  Farm.  At  the  time  that 
Lee  &  Dickinson  began  their  activities  the 
name  of  Mooney’s  Mill  was  discarded  and 
the  settlement  named  Hillsdale,  at  the  in¬ 
stance,  it  is  said,  of  their  head  sawyer, 
William  Smith.  Most  of  the  early  settlers 
came  from  Indiana,  some  being  old  em¬ 
ployees  of  the  lumber  firm  whom  they  ac¬ 
companied  on  its  removal  to  this  state  and 
county,  and  others  coming  a  little  later; 
but  practically  all  of  them  were  connected 
in  one  way  or  another  with  the  mills. 

Among  these  pioneers  were  John  F.  Goin, 
L.  W.  Goin,  A.  Taber,  D.  F.  Stephenson,  Jo¬ 
seph  Richards,  C.  F.  Burkie,  Kennedy  Whit¬ 
man,  J.  M.  Kilfner,  Henry  Wiseman,  Enos 
Wiseman,  Oliver  Perry,  Alec  Miller,  P.  H. 
Van  Curen,  William  Sellers  and  Ed  Mack- 
lin.  A  store  was  conducted  by  A.  M. 
White,  a  preacher,  who  for  awhile  was  also 
postmaster.  He  was  probably  but  one  of 
those  who  held  that  position,  as  A.  Rou- 
telle  is  also  mentioned  as  storekeeper  and 
postmaster  there,  while  the  last  postmaster 
Is  said  to  have  been  Ned  Smith. 

Thus  matters  went  on  until  about  the 
year  1900,  when  Woodbury  S.  Grover,  the 
pioneer,  built  a  store  on  the  site  of  the 
present  village.  The  superior  advantages  of 
this  location  were  so  apparent  that  a  gen¬ 
eral  exodus  at  once  took  place  from  the 
old  village  to  the  new  site,  and  the  present 
village  of  Hillsdale  began  to  take  visible 
form.  It  was  at  first  called  New  Hillsdale 
to  distinguish  it  from  the  earlier  settle¬ 
ment,  which  was  referred  to  as  Old  Hills¬ 
dale,  but  in  time,  the  old  village  having  be¬ 
come  but  a  memory,  the  word  “New”  was 
dropped  by  common  consent,  and  the  vil¬ 
lage  is  now  known  simply  as  Hillsdale. 
William  Smith,  previously  mentioned  as 
head  sawyer  for  Lee  &  Dickinson,  came 
here  and  built  a  mill  in  the  tamarack 
swamp  north  of  the  village,  which  he  con¬ 
ducted  for  about  four  years  until  he  had 
finished  the  cut,  when  he  removed  with 
his  family  to  Barron. 

In  the  meanwhile  Mr.  Grover  conducted 
his  store  for  two  years,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  he  sold  out  to  Jake  Lemler,  foreman 
for  Lee  &  Dickinson,  who  built  the  brick 
block  which  now  bears  his  name.  The 
completion  of  the  railroad  in  1900  increased 
the  prosperity  of  the  village,  and  grad¬ 
ually  new  stores  and  business  houses 
sprang  up.  George  Smart,  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  village,  started  a  general 
store  here  in  1902,  conducted  it  until  1905, 
then  sold  out  and  purchased  a  hardware 
store,  of  which  he  was  proprietor  until 
191 8,  when  he  retired.  Ole  Vingar  operated 
a  tin  shop  from  1910  to  1916.  The  business 
Interests  of  Hillsdale  now  include  two  gen¬ 
eral  stores,  one  hardware  store,  one  con- 
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fectlonery  and  cigar  store,  a  restaurant,  a 
garage,  a  blacksmith  shop,  a  barber  shop, 
one  bank,  a  lumber  yard,  a  co-operative 
stockyard,  a  hotel,  two  potato  warehouses 
and  a  grain  and  hay  warehouse. 

Elmer  C.  Smart  was  the  first  postmaster 
here,  that  office  being  now  held  by  Fre- 
mon  F.  Edmonds,  who  has  served  since 
1912.  The  former  mail  route  from  Barron 
to  Menomonie  ran  through  this  village.  The 
new  village  has  never  been  Incorporated, 
nor  has  it  evor  been  properly  surveyed  or 
laid  out.  It  just  grew  up,  like  Topsy,  and 
has  kept  on  growing.  The  lack  of  anything 
like  a  regular  survey  has  at  times  caused 
some  confusion  in  the  determination  of 
boundaries  and  the  transfer  of  real  estate 
titles,  but  mutual  good  feeling  on  the  part 
of  buyer  and  seller  has  generally  obviated 
these  difficulties. 

Nearly  all  the  early  settlers  who  came 
from  the  old  village  are  now  dead  or  have 
moved  away,  but  J.  M.  Kilmer  and  P.  H. 
Van  Curen  are  still  here  and  active.  One 
of  the  oldest  men  in  the  ’village  is  Jefler- 
son  Barnes,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  and  a 
veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  now  85  years  old 
but  bale  and  hearty. 

The  Hillsdale  Western  Telephone  Com¬ 
pany  was  organized  in  the  spring  of  1906 
by  Peter  Hughes,  John  Lightner,  M.  W. 
Stephenson,  Charles  Stephenson,  R.  B. 
Coon,  E.  C.  Smart  and  Charles  Cook.  It 
was  incorporated  under  the  above  name 
Jan.  22,  1907.  The  first  officers  were:  M.  W. 
Stephenson,  president  and  general  man¬ 
ager;  R.  B.  Coon,  vice  president;  Peter 
Hughes,  secretary,  and  E.  C.  Smart,  treas¬ 
urer.  The  line  first  extended  from  Hillsdale 
west  to  Daugherty  Creek.  From  time  to  time 
new  lines  were  added  covering  territory 
from  a  mile  and  a  half  east  of  Hillsdale  to 
four  miles  west  of  Turtle  Lake.  The  com¬ 
pany  owns  and  operates  two  centers,  one  at 
Hillsdale  and  the  other  at  Arland.  They 
have  142  miles  of  line  wire,  with  305  instru¬ 
ments,  including  a  few  in  Barron.  The  town¬ 
ships  included  within  the  scope  of  their  ter¬ 
ritory  are  Maple  Grove,  Barron,  Dallas,  Ar¬ 
land  and  Turtle  Lake.  The  present  officers 
are:  F.  H.  Burdick,  president  and  general 
manager;  Henry  Phelps,  vice  president; 
Peter  Hughes,  secretary;  W.  R.  Hansen,  as¬ 
sistant  secretary,  and  A.  J.  Hover  treas¬ 
urer. 

The  State  Bank  of  Hillsdale  was  organ¬ 
ized  in  1914  by  C.  H.  Museus  of  Cameron, 
E.  G.  Brown  of  Hillsdale,  Dr.  C.  C.  Post  of 
Barron,  M.  C.  Howard  of  Cameron,  A.  E. 
Coe  of  Barron  and  J.  Lemler  of  Rice  Lake, 
all  of  whom  were  stockholders.  The  char¬ 
ter  was  dated  Dec.  29,  1914,  the  capital 
stock  was  $10,000.00,  and  the  bank  opened 
its  doors  for  business  Jan.  1,  1915,  with 
C.  H.  Museus  as  president,  J.  Lemler  vice 
president,  and  E.  G.  Brown  cashier.  The 
board  of  directors  was  constituted  of  the 
above  mentioned  officers  with  the  addition 
of  D.  B.  Hulburt,  M.  C.  Howard,  A.  Hob- 
cheit  and  8.  Lemler.  The  present  one-etory 
brick  building  was  erected  by  the  bank  and 
has  been  occupied  since  it  first  began  busi¬ 
ness.  Chas.  H.  Museus  has  continued  as 


president,  E.  G.  Brown  is  now  vice  presi¬ 
dent,  and  J.  F.  Samson  cashier.  Mr.  Sam¬ 
son  has  held  his  present  office  for  about 
a  year,  having  succeeded  P.  C.  Anderson, 
who  succeeded  E.  G.  Brown,  the  first  cash¬ 
ier.  Mr.  Anderson  held  the  position  about 
a  year  and  a  half.  The  capital  stock  has 
remained  the  same,  there  is  a  present  sur¬ 
plus  of  about  $2,000.00,  and  the  deposits 
(Nov.  1,  1921)  are  about  $160,000.00.  The 
institution  has  "made  good",  and  gives  five 
per  cent  interest  on  time  deposits. 

The  Barron-Hillsdale  Stock  Shippers’  As¬ 
sociation  was  organized  as  a  co-operative 
concern  in  1916,  the  first  meeting  being 
Aug.  21.  A  start  was  made  with  37  mem¬ 
bers,  which  number  has  since  been  in¬ 
creased  to  250.  The  first  officers  elected 
were:  Sam  Peterson,  president;  George 
Glelter,  vice  president;  and  Glenn  Kelly, 
secretary.  E.  C.  Smart,  who  was  chosen 
manager,  in  which  capacity  he  served  for 
a  year  and  a  half,  also  acted  as  treasurer. 
The  board  of  directors  was  composed  of 
Sam  Peterson,  George  Glelter,  Glenn  Kelly. 
J.  H.  Kilmer,  W.  R.  Koepp,  Fred  Burdick 
and  C.  A.  Granger.  From  the  organization 
of  the  Association  up  to  Jan.  1,  1920,  the 
total  number  of  cars  shipped  out  of  Hills¬ 
dale  was  131.  For  the  stock  thus  shipped 
the  net  proceeds  paid  the  farmers  was 
$239,499.74.  Since  the  Association  was 
started  it  has  handled  all  stock  shipments 
from  Hillsdale,  nothing  having  been  shipped 
on  the  outside.  The  present  officers  are: 
James  Curtis,  president;  George  Glelter, 
vice  president;  J.  H.  Kilmer,  secretary; 
Charles  Chamners,  treasurer;  the  board  of 
directors  is  composed  of  the  above  men¬ 
tioned  officers,  together  with  John  Prlne, 
William  McKee  and  Ed  Flemming.  O.  C. 
Hansen  is  manager. 

About  fifteen  years  ago  A.  O.  Peterson 
conducted  a  creamery  for  two  or  three  years 
in  the  village  of  Hillsdale,  but  the  pros¬ 
pects  for  a  cheese  factory  looking  better, 
it  was  given  up. 

The  Hillsdale  Cheese  Factory  is  a  suc¬ 
cessful  concern  located  in  the  village.  The 
company  was  organized  in  May,  1914,  on 
the  co-operative  plan,  by  Peter  Hughes,  P. 
H.  Alexander,  George  Klein,  Charles  Hart- 
zel,  W.  R.  Hansen  and  Fred  Berg.  P.  H. 
Alexander  was  made  president,  George 
Klein  vice  president,  W.  R.  Hensen  secre¬ 
tary  and  Charles  Hartzel  treasurer.  The 
board  of  directors  was  composed  of  the 
above  mentioned  officers  with  the  addition 
of  Fred  Berg.  Peter  Hughes  was  manager 
and  has  since  continued  in  that  position. 
The  factory  began  operations  on  July  16, 
1914,  in  the  old  Hillsdale  creamery  build¬ 
ing,  which  had  been  rented  temporarily  for 
the  purpose.  On  the  first  day  the  company 
manufactured  just  one  cheese,  and  that  not 
a  very  large  one.  With  faith  in  a  bright 
future  the  company  erected  in  the  summer 
of  1914  the  well  equipped  factory  which 
they  are  now  using,  and  into  which  they 
moved  on  its  completion.  Subsequent  de¬ 
velopments  have  proved  favorable  and  the 
cheese  factory  is  now  one  of  Hillsdale's 
most  important  business  enterprises.  Its 
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equipment  is  designed  for  the  manufacture 
of  all  styles  of  American  cheese,  the  prod¬ 
uct  being  confined  chiefly,  however  to  twin 
cheese  and  daisies.  The  high  water  mark 
of  production  was  reached  in  1919,  when 
the  total  quantity  of  milk  received  was 
2,631,103  pounds;  the  quantity  of  cheese 
made  (in  round  numbers)  356,000  pounds; 
average  price  of  butter  fat  paid  by  the  fac¬ 
tory,  77  cents,  and  the  total  receipts  of 
the  factory,  $112,243.66.  The  business  for 
the  year  1920  was  as  follows:  Pounds  of 
milk  received,  2,309,603;  pounds  of  cheese 
made,  230,690;  price  per  pound  of  butter 
fat,  66  cents,  or  $2.37  a  hundred  for  milk; 
whole  receipt  for  the  year,  $61,685.59.  The 
quantity  of  milk  received  was  more  than 
double  that  received  in  1916,  which  was 
1,072,106  pounds.  The  present  official  board 
is  composed  as  follows:  C.  R.  Chambers, 
president;  Charles  8nyder,  vice  president; 
W.  R.  Hansen,  secretary;  Charles  Hartzel, 
treasurer.  These  officials,  with  Mr.  Berg 
constitute  the  board  of  directors.  Curtis 
R.  Barker  is  cheese  maker. 

The  Four  Town  Cheese  Factory,  located 
in  the  southwest  corner  of  Maple  Grove 
Township,  is  a  co-operative  concern  and 
was  started  in  the  winter  of  1919-1920. 
Those  associated  in  the  enterprise  were  Eld 
A.  Klein,  Solon  Buxton,  Chris  Hansen,  Mag- 
nes  Hansen,  Irwin  Jones,  M.  W.  Stephen¬ 
son  and  others.  The  first  manager  was  Ed 
A.  Klein.  Twin  and  daisy  cheese  were  first 
manufactured,  but  now  some  brick  cheese 
is  also  made  in  winter  and  Swiss  cheese  in 
the  spring  and  fall.  The  association  erected 
their  present  building.  Some  difficulties 
have  been  met  with  and  the  factory  has 
several  times  suspended  operation*  hut 
at  the  present  time  (November,  1921)  it  is 
being  operated  on  shares  by  Jacob  Roth- 
enbuehler,  an  expert  cheese  maker. 

The  village  of  Hillsdale  has  a  state  grad¬ 
ed  school  with  two  teachers.  The  building, 
which  is  a  neat  one-story  brick  structure 
with  concrete  basement,  was  erected  in 
1913  at  a  cost  of  $5,500,  the  total  expense, 
including  the  ground  approximating  $8,000. 
The  money  representing  the  cost  of  the 
building  was  borrowed  from  the  state.  The 
average  attendance  for  the  school  year  of 
1920  was  68  pupils.  This  district  is  known 
as  No.  3.  The  first  schoolhouse  erected  in 
the  village  now  forms  a  part  of  C.  D.  Rass- 
bach’s  store  building.  After  it  had  outlived 
its  usefulness  a  frame  building  was  con¬ 
structed  on  the  main  road  running  north 
and  south,  and  was  in  use  until  the  present 
schoolhouse  was  built.  It  Is  now  occasion¬ 
ally  used  as  a  hall  for  public  meetings. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Hills¬ 
dale  was  organized  about  1906,  the  first 
members — those  who  took  part  in  the  or¬ 
ganization — being  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Han¬ 
sen,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elmer  Hansen,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Charles  W.  Snyder,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jake 
Lemler,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ed  Machlen,  Mrs. 
Emma  Carr,  Mrs.  E.  G.  Brown,  and  per¬ 
haps  one  or  two  others.  Other  early  mem¬ 
bers,  who  Joined  after  the  organization, 
were  Mrs.  Dawson  and  daughter,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ed  Klein,  Mrs.  Rose  Miner,  Mrs.  Lena 


Sprague  and  C.  D.  Rassbach  and  wife.  For 
a  year  or  two  services  were  held  in  a  hall 
in  the  village,  George  Hansen  acting  as  the 
first  pastor.  As  soon  as  the  financial  con¬ 
dition  of  the  society  permitted,  plans  were 
considered  for  the  erection  of  a  church  edi¬ 
fice,  and  the  present  neat  frame  structure, 
with  stone  basement,  and  a  seating  capac¬ 
ity  of  about  three  hundred,  was  built  at  a 
cost  of  about  $2,000.  It  was  dedicated  Jan. 
10,  1908,  while  Mr.  Hansen,  who  served 
several  years,  was  pastor.  Other  pastors 
who  have  served  the  church  since  bis  time, 
are,  as  now  remembered:  Rev.  J.  H.  Chat- 
terson,  three  years;  Rev.  Mr.  Hunter,  two 
years;  Rev.  Mr.  Holliday,  one  year;  Rev. 
Mr.  Josephson,  two  years;  Rev.  Mr.  O'Neal, 
one  year;  Rev.  Mr.  Colas  and  Rev.  Ray 
Harkness,  who  each  served  less  than  a 
year,  Mr.  Harkness  being  pastor  six  months, 
and  Rev.  L.  A.  Lockhart,  who  came  here 
Sept.  1,  1921,  and  is  still  serving.  He  has 
charge  also  of  the  Methodist  Churches  at 
Dallas  and  Rldgeland,  and  resides  at  Dallas, 
as  there  is  a  parsonage  there.  The  present 
membership  of  the  Hillsdale  church  is  about 
thirty-five. 

First  Baptist  Church  of  Hillsdale.  This 
was  formerly  known  as  the  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Dallas,  and  as  such  was  organ¬ 
ized  Dec.  30,  1876,  the  first  members  being 
William  H.  Logan,  Mrs.  M.  J.  Logan,  Mrs. 
L.  J..  Logan  (Burrell).  Mrs.  Sarah  B. 
Brown,  C.  S.  Millard  and  Mrs.  Rhodah  Mil¬ 
lard.  For  some  time  meetings  were  held 
at  the  homes  of  the  different  members, 
“Brother  Logan"  acting  as  pastor.  In  time, 
as  the  society  increased  in  strength,  the 
members  began  to  consider  plans  for  the 
construction  of  a  church  Edifice.  David 
Ledyard,  owner  of  the  old  Ellmer  Smart 
farm,  had  offered  to  donate  land  as  a  site 
for  the  first  church  to  be  erected  within  the 
village  of  Hillsdale,  and  this  looking  like  a 
good  opportunity,  on  Feb.  20,  1901,  the  so¬ 
ciety  appointed  a  committee  of  two  mem¬ 
bers — the  Rev.  M.  A.  Packer  and  Brother 
R.  B.  Coon — to  receive  the  lot  and  solicit 
subscriptions  for  the  erection  of  a  church 
building.  The  society  also  passed  a  reso¬ 
lution  to  the  effect  that  “this  corporation 
be  changed  from  the  First  Baptist  Church 
of  Dallas  to  the  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Hillsdale.”  It  was  also  voted  that  the  Rev. 
G.  A.  Wain  be  called  as  pastor  to  preach 
every  other  Sunday,  and  to  receive  as  rec¬ 
ompense  fifty  dollars  a  year  in  monthly 
payments.  The  resolution  to  change  the 
name  of  the  church,  however,  was  rescinded 
and  subsequently  came  up  several  times, 
being  voted  on  for  and  against,  and  it  was 
not  until  Jan.  1,  1914,  that  it  received  final 
approval  and  became  an  accomplished  fact. 
It  being  discovered  in  1901  that  the  society 
was  then  unable  to  build,  owing  to  insuffi¬ 
ciency  of  funds,  the  work  was  taken  over 
by  the  Wisconsin  State  Convention,  the 
church  by  resolution  assisting.  A  frame 
building  was  accordingly  erected  on  the 
site  donated  by  Mr.  Ledyard,  and  was  ded¬ 
icated  Nov. ‘P0,  1901,  the  dedication  sermon 
being  preachod  by  Dr.  D.  W.  Hurlburt  of 
Milwaukee.  The  building  was  declared  free 
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of  debt.  It  served  the  purpose  of  the  so¬ 
ciety  for  thirteen  years,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  a  new  and  larger  edifice  be¬ 
came  necessary,  and  accordingly  in  1914, 
the  present,  building  was  erected  at  a  cost 
of  about  $2,600.  In  November,  1921,  the 
church  had  42  members.  Rev.  S.  R.  Dun¬ 
lop,  was  appointed  in  1917.  He  also  served 
the  Dallas  and  West  Maple  Grove  Baptist 
Churches.  Mrs.  S.  M.  Duyzers  is  now  serv¬ 
ing  this  field. 

About  1916  or  1916  some  people  organ¬ 
ized  a  Christian  Church  in  Hillsdale,  serv¬ 
ices  being  conducted  at  intervals  in  a 
small  building  just  north  of  the  schoolhouse. 
The  community  being  unable  to  support 
three  churches,  and  the  Baptists  and  Meth¬ 
odists  having  the  start,  the  “Christian”  de¬ 
nomination  found  itself  beset  with  difficul¬ 
ties,  and  finally,  in  the  spring  of  1921,  its 
services  were  discontinued. 

In  Section  20,  Maple  Grove,  (Town  33, 
Range  11)  there  is  a  church  belonging  to 
the  Swedish  Evangelical  Mission  Covenant 
of  America,  the  headquarters  of  which  are 
in  Chicago.  This  church  was  organized  in 
1892,  and  among  its  earliest  members  were 
A.  W.  Johnson,  John  Frans,  J.  M.  Krans. 
Knut  Amundson,  Nels  Arneson,  Charles 
Kulbek,  Andrew  Anderson,  Hans  Olson,  T. 
H.  Johnson.  Erik  Brenggelson,  Knut  Breng- 
gelson,  Charles  Martenson,  Tom  Nelson. 
Ole  Olson  and  John  Fredikson.  A  church 
building  was  erected  in  1892,  the  year  of 
organization.  Sunday  school  has  been  car¬ 
ried  on  most  of  the  time  from  the  begin¬ 
ning,  and  there  is  also  a  Young  People’s  So¬ 
ciety  whose  special  activity  is  in  Bible 
classes  and  gathering  money  for  the  mis¬ 
sion  field.  A  number  of  years  ago  a  par¬ 
sonage  was  built,  located  20  rods  west  of 
the  church,  but  which  is  at  present  unoc¬ 
cupied.  The  church  is  supplied  with  pas¬ 
tors  from  the  covenant  to  which  it  belongs. 
The  Rev.  Edwin  O.  Solie  has  been  the  pas¬ 
tor  since  May  1,  1921.  For  about  five  years 
this  church  has  also  been  conducting  inter¬ 
denominational  services  and  a  Sunday 
school  at  the  former  dance  hall  known  as 
Wickware  Hall,  about  three  and  a  half 
miles  to  the  northwest  in  Maple  Grove 
Township. 

The  Norwegian  Baptist  Church  in  Sec¬ 
tion  5,  (west),  Maple  Grove  Township,  was 
organized  in  1894,  and  belongs  to  the  regu¬ 
lar  Baptist  denomination.  There  were 
eleven  persons  who  took  part  in  organizing 
the  church,  among  whom  were  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
A.  J.  Cornelius,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ole  Olson,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Andrew  Sundsmoe,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Anton  Taraldson  and  Mr.  Andrew  Olson. 
Of  these,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  J.  Cornelius  and 
Mr.  Anton  Taraldson  are  the  only  ones  now 
left.  The  church  building  was  erected  in 
1897.  With  respect  to  pastoral  supply,  the 
church  has  part  time  service  from  the 
First  Baptist  Church  at  Barron,  and  part 
time  service  from  Rev.  Harold  Olson,  the 
district  missionary,  who  is  employed  by  the 
Norwegian  Baptist  General  Conference  of 
America.  At  the  present  time  (January, 
1922)  the  church  has  41  members.  There 


is  a  Ladies’  Aid  Society  and  a  Joint  Chris¬ 
tian  Endeavor  with  a  neighboring  district. 

CAMPIA 

Campia  is  an  unincorporated  village  in 
the  northeast  part  of  Rice  Lake  Township. 
The  village  was  platted  Feb.  8,  1904,  on 
the  northeast  quarter  of  Section  12,  Town¬ 
ship  35  north,  Range  11  west.  The  owner 
was  N.  W.  Bailey  of  Rice  Lake,  and  the 
surveyor  Sidney  G.  Jones.  The  “Soo”  rail¬ 
road,  which  runs  through  the  village,  had 
been  constructed  several  years  previously, 
in  1901,  about  which  time  George  Monahan 
built  a  store  here,  which  he  conducted  for 
five  or  six  years.  A  depot  was  built  by  the 
railroad  company,  but  for  some  time  the 
place  was  simply  a  supply  and  shipping 
point  for  the  neighboring  farmers. 

Mr.  Monahan  sold  his  store  to  Mons  Lar¬ 
son,  who  was  its  proprietor  for  twelve 
years,  and  who  is  still  living  in  the  village. 
Two  other  stores  were  also  started,  one  by 
C.  A.  Baggs  of  Cameron,  and  the  other  by 
O.  M.  Strand,  but  both  failed  within  two  or 
three  years. 

About  1892  Jake  Recbenthaler  started  a 
blacksmith  shop,  which  he  conducted  for 
about  nine  years,  when  he  sold  the  plant 
and  business  to  Oscar  Henderson,  who  is 
still  its  proprietor. 

In  the  spring  of  1919  Mr.  Larson  sold 
his  store  to  William  Settlers,  who  now  owns 
it.  The  village  can  also  boast  of  a  bank, 
a  sawmill  and  box  factory,  a  lumber  yard, 
grain  elevator,  five  potato  warehouses,  a 
garage,  restaurant,  hotel  and  pool  hall. 

The  Bank  of  Campia  was  established  in 
November,  1918,  by  M.  L.  Russell,  L.  M. 
Randall,  A.  G.  Clarke  and  Mons  Larson.  be¬ 
sides  one  or  two  others  who  held  their 
shares  but  a  short  time.  A  suitable  building 
was  purchased  and  adapted  by  improve¬ 
ments  to  the  needs  of  the  institution.  The 
bank  opened  for  business  with  a  capital  of 
$10,000,  and  with  M.  L.  Russell  as  president, 

L.  M.  Randall  vice  president  and  A.  G. 
Clarke  cashier.  The  additional  directors 
were  Fred  Bumberger  and  Erland  Engh. 
Subsequently  M.  C.  Johnson  succeeded  Mr. 
Clarke  as  cashier,  and  on  Aug.  1,  1919,  L. 

M.  Fairfield  succeeded  Mr.  Johnson  in  the 
same  office.  The  official  board  in  Novem¬ 
ber,  1921,  was  as  follows:  C.  P.  Stenerson, 
president;  Mons  Larson,  vice  president,  and 
L.  M.  Fairfield,  cashier.  There  was  a  sur¬ 
plus  of  $6,000  and  deposits  of  $52,000. 

One  potato  warehouse  in  Campia  is 
owned  and  operated  by  the  local  unit  of 
the  American  Equity  Society.  The  others 
belong  respectively  to  the  D.  R.  Baggs  Co. 
of  St.  Paul,  Albert  Miller  &  Co.  of  Chicago; 
F.  A.  Nicholson,  of  Rice  Lake,  and  Leonard, 
Crossett  &  Riley,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

The  grain  elevator,  which  was  established 
at  the  time  the  railroad  was  constructed, 
belongs  to  the  Northern  Supply  Co.,  of 
Amery,  Wis. 

There  was  formerly  a  stock  shipping  as¬ 
sociation  in  the  village,  which  was  discon¬ 
tinued  after  an  existence  of  two  years,  and 
the  farmers  now  sell  directly  to  the  buyers. 

Nels  B.  Nelson  started  the  lumber  yard 
five  years  ago. 


,y  Google 


HISTORY  OF  BARRON  COUNTY 


1143 


The  telephone  service  of  Campia  is  con¬ 
trolled  by  the  Barron  County  Telephone  Co., 
and  baa  been  for  a  number  of  years.  The 
streets  are  graded  and  there  are  some  ce¬ 
ment  sidewalks.  The  water  supply  is  ob¬ 
tained  from  open  wells. 

There  is  no  church  in  the  village,  but 
in  1876  a  Lutheran  Church  was  started 
about  a  mile  east,  among  the  organisers  and 
early  members  being  K.  N.  Tadness,  O.  A. 
Dale,  T.  J.  Oleson,  O.  J.  Oleson,  K.  J.  Ole- 
son,  Mons  Larson  and  Ole  Anderson.  For 
four  or  five  years  meetings  were  held  in 
the  schoolhouse  on  the  corner  near  the 
church,  the  first  minister  being  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Grove,  who  remained  two  years.  The 
second,  the  Rev.  John  Waage,  served  the 
church  about  ten  years,  driving  up  from 
Sand  Creek.  His  successor  was  Rev.  Chris 
Fubb,  and  then  came  Rev.  John  Kvam,  who 
was  pastor  for  about  eighteen  years.  His 
successors,  in  order,  have  been  thd  Rev. 
John  Skagan,  Rev.  P.  F.  KJorlaug,  Rev.  O. 
M.  Klevem,  and  Rev.  Theodore  Kleppe,  the 
last  mentioned  being  the  present  pastor. 

The  Campia  postoffice  was  established 
July  1.  1918,  previous  to  which  time  the  vil¬ 
lage  was  on  a  mall  route.  The  first  post¬ 
master  was  Gertrude  Aslin.  Then  Ed  For¬ 
est  and  J.  K.  Denson  had  it  for  a  short 
time.  On  July  1,  1921,  Mrs.  Delena  Ger¬ 
maine  became  postmaster  and  is  still  serv¬ 
ing,  with  William  Germain  as  assistant. 

The  village  has  a  population  of  about 
166  and  is  surrounded  by  a  good  farming 
country. 

BRILL 

Brill  is  an  unincorporated  village  in  the 
eastern  part  of  Oak  Grove  Township,  and 
on  the  Chicago,  St.  Paul.  Minneapolis  & 
Omaha  railway.  As  defined  on  the  map  its 
exact  geographical  position  is  on  the  west¬ 
ern  half  of  Section  13,  Town  36  north, 
Range  11  west.  The  site  was  first  platted 
by  the  Interstate  Land  Co.,  of  Minneapolis, 
G.  W.  Peavey,  president,  and  C.  F.  Deaver, 
secretary.  This  company  on  Nov.  28,  1902, 
laid  out  thirteen  blocks  in  what  is  now  the 
western  part  of  the  village.  This  plat  was 
vacated  by  the  Circuit  court  at  Barron  Nov. 
25,  1914.  On  Feb.  13,  1904,  the  Rice  Lake 
Land  and  Realty  Co.,  James  Robbins,  pres¬ 
ident,  and  E.  Knudson,  secretary,  platted 
an  addition  of  four  blocks  on  the  south  part 
of  the  site.  Then  about  1910,  Duncan  Mon¬ 
roe  laid  out  another  plat,  comprising  six 
blocks  in  the  east  end.  The  last  addition 
was  made  in  1916  by  George  N.  Keesey, 
who  laid  out  four  blocks  on  Main  street, 
which  cover  part  of  the  original  platting. 

Before  the  coming  of  the  railroad  in  the 
fall  of  1901  there  was  nothing  here  in  the 
shape  of  a  settlement.  The  railway  com¬ 
pany  built  a  platform  and  later  added  the 
depot.  George  N.  Keesey,  who  arrived  here 
in  1902,  recollects  that  there  was  then  a 
lumber  yard  here  operated  by  the  Rice  Lake 
Lumber  Co. 

Mr.  Keesey  opened  the  first  general 
store  here  in  the  spring  of  1902,  and  has 
since  twice  made  additions  to  it.  He  has 


now  an  up-to-date  and  well  patronized  es¬ 
tablishment.  In  1919  Arnt  Olson  opened 
a  grocery  and  restaurant,  which  he  con¬ 
tinues  to  operate.  A  hotel  was  built  in 
1921,  its  proprietor  being  Leo  Van  Ruth. 
There  is  also  in  the  village  a  garage  and 
auto  tire  repair  shop,  a  blacksmith  shop, 
a  creamery,  bank  and  lumber  yard.  The 
last  mentioned  enterprise  was  established 
a  number  of  years  ago  by  the  Independent 
Lumber  Co.  of  Elk  Mound,  Dunn  County, 
who  continue  to  operate  it. 

The  Brill  Co-operative  Creamery  was  or¬ 
ganized  by  the  farmers  of  the  vicinity  in 
1904.  In  1916  the  building  burned  down, 
and  the  company  was  then  reorganized  un¬ 
der  the  Wisconsin  co-operative  law,  and  a 
new  building  of  cement  blocks  was  con¬ 
structed  on  a  better  site.  The  officers  for 
the  first  year  were:  O.  H.  KJorstad,  presi¬ 
dent;  Mike  McLeod,  vice  president;  George 
N.  Keesey,  secretary,  and  A.  M.  Chrislaw, 
treasurer.  During  the  year  1920  the  amount 
of  cream  received  was  469,583  pounds;  the 
amount  of  butter  made,  162,893  pounds,  and 
the  amount  paid  the  farmers  for  cream, 
$78,854.40.  The  officers  for  1920  were:  Mike 
McLeod,  president;  P.  A.  Helgoland,  vice 
president;  Arnt  Olson,  secretary,  and  W.  H. 
Cockerill,  treasurer  and  manager. 

The  Brill  State  Bank  was  organized  May 
6,  1919,  by  W.  R.  Zabel,  the  other  persons 
Interested  as  stockholders  being  Tom  Ma¬ 
son,  W.  H.  Ryan  (of  Haugen),  Charles  Za¬ 
bel,  B.  J.  Herricks,  George  N.  Keesey,  F.  E. 
Keesey,  William  H.  Cockerill  and  A.  M. 
Chrislaw.  The  officers  were:  W.  R.  Zabel, 
president;  George  N.  Keesey,  vice  presi¬ 
dent,  and  B.  C.  Leonard,  cashier.  These, 
officers  are  still  serving.  The  directorate’ 
is  also  practically  the  same  as  at  the  be¬ 
ginning,  including  W.  R.  Zabel,  B.  C.  Leon¬ 
ard,  George  N.  Keesey,  Tom  Mason,  W.  H. 
Ryan,  A.  M.  Chrislaw  and  B.  J.  Herricks. 
The  hank  was  organized  with  a  capital  of 
$10,000  and  the  required  surplus  of  $1,000. 
The  deposits  now  vary  from  $70,000  to 
$90,000.  The  bank  rented  a  building  for 
temporary  quarters  but  in  the  latter  part  of 
1921  constructed  a  good  brick  and  tile  build¬ 
ing  to  be  occupied  by  the  middle  of  Decem¬ 
ber. 

Until  1903  the  people  in  and  around  Brill 
got  their  mail  through  Dobie,  where  there 
was  a  store  and  postofflce.  In  1902  George 
N.  Keesey  was  appointed  postmaster  at 
Brill  and  has  served  in  that  capacity  ever 
since. 

The  Brill  Union  Chapel,  an  undenomina¬ 
tional  place  of  worship,  was  built  about 
fourteen  years  ago  at  the  crossing  of  two 
roads  about  half  a  mile  north  of  the  village, 
and  has  since  been  served  by  ministers 
from  Rice  Lake  of  the  Presbyterian  and 
Seventh  Day  Adventist  denominations.  The 
chapel  is  now  chiefly  under  Presbyterian  in¬ 
fluence. 

The  village  of  Brill  obtains  its  water  sup¬ 
ply  from  wells.  The  main  street  is  graded. 
One  or  two  local  plants  have  installed  elec¬ 
tric  light  for  their  own  use  but  as  yet  that 
convenience  has  not  extended  to  the  village. 
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What  is  known  as  the  “Irish  Settlement” 
was  started  about  1871  by  a  few  Irish  who 
settled  about  three  miles  north  and  east  of 
Brill.  From  there  to  the  south  line  of  Oak 
Grove  Township  there  were  in  1876  about 
six  Irish  families,  bat  a  number  of  others 
arrived  when  the  Knapp-Stout  Lumber  Com¬ 
pany  began  operations  in  this  vicinity. 
Among  the  first  to  come  were  Frank  Mullen 
and  Mike  Hanlan.  Since  then  the  settle¬ 
ment  has  and  still  from  time  to  time  re¬ 
ceives  accessions.  These  early  Irish  were 
practically  all  in  the  employ  of  the  Knapp- 
Stout  Company  and  had  to  get  their  sup¬ 
plies  at  the  company’s  trading  post,  or 
store.  They  attended  the  Catholic  Church 
at  Dobie,  then  a  small  building  constructed 
of  slabs.  The  schoolhouse  was  in  the  south¬ 
west  corner  of  Section  14.  Those  were 
rough  days  and  the  settlers  saw  hard  times, 
but  most  of  them  were  strong  and  hardy, 
and  after  the  timber  had  been  cleared  off 
bought  land  and  engaged  in  farming,  in 
time  becoming  well  to  do.  Some  still  sur¬ 
vive,  enjoying  comfortable  homes,  and  able 
to  take  an  interest  in  the  progress  of  tbe 
younger  generation. 


COMSTOCK 

The  unincorporated  village  of  Comstock, 
with  a  population  of  about  125,  is  situated 
in  the  northeast  quarter  of  Section  34,  Crys¬ 
tal  Lake  Township,  on  the  Chicago,  St. 
Paul,  Minneapolis  &  Northwestern  railway, 
which  is  now  a  part  of  the  Chicago  &  North¬ 
western  railway  system.  It  is  eighteen 
miles  northwest  of  Barron,  the  county  seat, 
and  is  surrounded  by  an  excellent  farming 
and  dairying  country.  The  water  supply 
is  derived  from  wells. 

The  first  settler  on  the  site  of  the  village 
was  Andrew  Swamby,  who  arrived  here  in 
1874.  Mr.  Swamby  opened  the  first  general 
store  and  in  1875  became  the  first  postmas¬ 
ter  of  Comstock.  Other  early  settlers  here 
were  T.  N.  Stebblns,  R.  Roberts,  E.  Whit¬ 
comb,  Daniel  Kinnil,  J.  Jorgenson,  John 
Jorgenson  and  Frank  Williams. 

The  logging  industry  was  the  first  car¬ 
ried  on  in  the  vicinity  and  a  sawmill  was 
erected  at  an  early  date.  Two  of  the  earli¬ 
est  settlers  at  Crystal  Lake,  a  mile  north¬ 
west  of  the  village,  were  S.  H.  Carsley,  in 
1872,  and  T.  Jacobson,  in  1875.  Mr.  Carsley 
is  still  living  on  the  old  homestead  and  is 
now  84  years  old. 

Mr.  Swamby’s  successor  in  the  postofflce 
was  R.  Corbett,  and  the  latter  was  succeed¬ 
ed  by  S.  Addington.  Then  R.  E.  Schmallng, 
who  conducted  a  general  store*  became 
postmaster  and  continued  as  such  until  he 
sold  out  his  business  in  1905  to  Christ  P. 
Tyvoll.  The  latter  thereupon  became  post¬ 
master,  and  remained  so  for  ten  years  or 
more,  until  Henry  H.  Carsley,  having  bought 
out  the  Lamoureaux  general  store  in  1916, 
in  July  that  year  succeeded  to  the  office  and 
has  since  had  charge  of  the  mails. 

The  village  has  grown  slowly,  but,  in  the 
main,  local  enterprises  have  been  planted 
on  a  solid  foundation.  One  of  the  most  suc¬ 
cessful  creameries  in  the  county  is  located 


here,  and  there  Is  also  a  substantial  bank, 
two  general  stores,  well  stocked  with  all 
goods  demanded  by  a  country  trade,  a  ga¬ 
rage  and  a  lumber  yard.  Two  churches — 
one  Methodist  Episcopal  and  the  other 
Lutheran — provide  opportunities  for  relig¬ 
ious  worship  and  exert  a  wholesome  influ¬ 
ence  on  the  lives  of  the  people. 

The  schoolhouse  now  in  use  is  the  third 
building  that  has  been  erected  here  for 
educational  purposes.  It  was  built  in  1915 
at  a  cost  of  35,000  and  contains  two  rooms, 
in  which  the  usual  grade  studies  are  pur¬ 
sued.  Two  teachers  are  employed  and 
about  fifty  pupils  are  enrolled. 

The  Comstock  Co-operative  Creamery 
was  organized  by  tbe  farmers  and  incor¬ 
porated  in  July,  1907,  with  a  capital  stock 
of  33,000.  The  chief  movers  in  the  enter¬ 
prise  were  W.  A.  Glerhart,  Peter  Olson, 
Charles  Pederson,  Charles  Helbig,  William 
A.  Ebert  and  William  Modersbach.  A  fac¬ 
tory  which  had  been  previously  operated  for 
a  while  as  an  individual  creamery,  was  pur¬ 
chased  and  operations  begun.  The  new  con¬ 
cern  had  a  steady  growth  from  the  start, 
and  shortly  after  business  had  started  the 
capital  stock  was  raised  from  33.000  to 
35,000,  and  the  building  had  to  be  remodeled 
and  enlarged.  In  1917  Ernest  R.  Salsbury 
took  over  the  management,  since  which 
time  the  business  had  considerably  in¬ 
creased  and  the  institution  is  now  one  of 
the  largest  and  most  successful  of  its  kind 
in  Barron  County.  This  result  has  been  ac¬ 
complished  notwithstanding  the  competition 
of  two  neighboring  cheese  factories.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  figures  show  the  amount  of  business 
done  in  the  year  1920;  Pounds  of  cream  re¬ 
ceived,  981,166;  total  amount  of  butter 
made,  354,487  pounds;  total  amount  re¬ 
ceived  for  same,  3188,010.19;  amount  paid 
farmers  in  cash,  3172,231.81;  amount  paid 
farmers  in  butter,  33,730.01;  total  paid  farm¬ 
ers,  3175,961.82.  Tbe  officers  of  the  company 
are  as  follows:  President  and  director,  W. 
A.  Gierhart,  of  Turtle  Lake;  vice  president 
and  director,  Joseph  Dusel,  of  Turtle  Lake; 
treasurer  and  director,  Otto  A.  Olson,  of 
Comstock;  other  directors,  T.  J.  Troan,  of 
Turtle  Lake,  and  Anton  Erickson,  John 
Howe  and  Gust  Peterson  of  Comstock;  sec¬ 
retary  and  manager,  E.  R.  Salsbury;  butter- 
maker.  L.  E.  Leigh t. 

The  Bank  of  Comstock  was  organized 
and  Incorporated  as  a  state  bank  in  Febru¬ 
ary,  1918,  with  a  capital  stock  of  310,000 
and  a  surplus  of  31,000.  The  bank  opened 
for  business  March  23,  1918,  with  F.  W. 
Miller  as  president,  A.  H.  Miller  vice  presi¬ 
dent,  and  Otto  A.  Olson  cashier.  These  offi¬ 
cers  have  since  continued  to  serve  and 
also  act  as  directors.  In  1921  Agnes  J.  Ol¬ 
son  was  made  assistant  cashier.  Tbe  cap¬ 
ital  stock  remains  the  same  as  at  the  be¬ 
ginning.  On  Dec.  31,  1921,  the  surplus  was 
37,100  and  the  total  deposits  356,622.  The 
institution  does  a  general  banking  business. 

The  village  of  Comstock  was  platted  July 
26,  1920.  The  owners  were  Tony  Dabruzzi, 
C.  P.  Tyvoll,  Otto  Amundson,  Charles 
Blanch,  H.  H.  Carsley,  Frank  Dabruzzi,  the 
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Comstock  Co-operative  Creamery  Co.,  (W. 
A.  Gierhart,  president;  &  R.  Salsbury,  sec¬ 
retary)  and  the  Comstock  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church  (William  Modersbach,  Frank 
Williams,  J.  M.  Scribner  and  Benjamin 
Topper).  The  surveyor  was  J.  A.  H.  John¬ 
son. 

In  March,  1920,  nearly  one  hundred  en¬ 
thusiastic  “boosters”  for  Comstock  held  a 
meeting  and  organized  the  Comstock  Com¬ 
munity  Club.  The  organization  is  thorough¬ 
ly  representative  of  all  the  various  lines  of 
activity  to  be  found  in  the  community,  in¬ 
cluding  farmers,  business  and  professional 
men,  bankers,  clerks  and  laborers.  The 
first  officers  were:  Frank  Williams,  presi¬ 
dent;  Frank  Huser,  vice  president;  Otto 
A.  Olson,  secretary,  and  Claus  W.  Carlson, 
treasurer.  The  officers  of  the  club  are  al¬ 
ways  found  working  in  perfect  harmony 
with  the  entire  membership  and  associates 
for  any  cause  pr  project  affecting  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  the  community.  One  of  the  notable 
achievements  of  the  club  is  the  erection  of 
a  fine  and  modern  community  building,  and 
by  the  activity  of  the  members  clean 
amusements  and  entertainments  have  been 
provided  for  alL  This  enterprise  has  been 
well  supported  by  public  sentiment  and 
patronage,  and  Is  visible  evidence  that  Corn- 
stock,  though  not  yet  a  large  village,  pos¬ 
sesses  real  elements  of  growth  in  the  up- 
to-date  character  of  its  people  and  those 
in  the  country  Immediately  surrounding  it. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Corn- 
stock  was  organized  Sept  1,  1910,  among 
the  first  members  being  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ben 
Topper,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  M.  Scribner,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  E.  Falkner,  Bell  Carsley,  Martha 
Gates,  G.  Gates,  Mrs.  C.  F.  Houston,  Hattie 
Williams,  Frank  Williams  and  Grover 
Barnes.  A  frame  building  was  purchased 
for  $700  from  the  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America  and  remodeled  at  a  cost  of  $1,200 
into  a  good  church  edifice.  The  first  pas¬ 
tor  was  Rev.  H.  S.  Goodridge.  The  pres¬ 
ent  pastor,  the  Rev.  Theo.  Mathews,  serves 
both  this  church  and  that  at  Perley.  The 
Comstock  church  has  now  about  thirty 
members. 

The  St.  Paul’s  German  Lutheran  Evangeli¬ 
cal  Church  at  Comstock  was  organized  by 
August  H.  Soltau,  Gustav  A.  Haas  and  Au¬ 
gust  Croehler,  in  August,  1914.  The  Rev. 
Theo.  D.  Martens  was  the  first  pastor.  He 
and  the  members  labored  together  under 
difficult  conditions,  without  an  edifice,  try¬ 
ing  their  best  to  enlarge  their  membership, 
and  holding  meetings  wherever  they  could 
until  March,  1917,  when  August  H.  Soltau 
donated  to  the  church  a  lot  100  feet  square, 
on  the  corner  of  Market  and  East  street. 
On  this  the  members  erected  a  handsome 
church  building.  The  church  has  now  21 
members  with  good  prospects  for  future 
growth.  The  present  pastor  is  the  Rev. 
H.  H.  Wegner,  who  also  serves  similar  con¬ 
gregations  at  Cumberland  (where  he  re¬ 
sides),  Colllngwood  Corners,  Johnstown  and 
McKinley.  He  manages  to  give  regular 
services  in  these  churches  at  least  once 
every  other  Sunday  and  on  holidays. 


BARRONETT 

Barronette,  at  one  time  called  Foster,  is 
a  small  village,  or  hamlet,  in  Section  5, 
Lakeland  Township;  or  the  site  may  be 
more  exactly  described  as  the  east  half  of 
the  northeast  quarter  of  Section  5,  Town¬ 
ship  36  north,  Range  13  west.  Barronett  is 
close  to  the  northern  line  of  the  county,  and 
is  on  the  Chicago,  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  & 
Omaha  railway,  the  building  of  which,  in 
1878,  caused  the  village  to  be  started  soon 
after. 

The  business  interests  of  Barronett  con¬ 
sist  of  a  bank,  two  general  stores,  a  hard¬ 
ware  store,  garage,  lumber  yard,  potato 
warehouse,  creamery,  land  office,  barber 
shop  with  a  watch  repairing  adjunct,  hotel 
and  blacksmith  shop.  There  is  also  a  grade 
school.  A  Catholic  mission  church  was  es¬ 
tablished  here  many  years  ago,  which  has 
been  served  'since  1891  from  Cumberland. 

For  some  years  the  Barronett  Lumber 
Co.,  with  headquarters  at  St.  Paul,  con¬ 
ducted  extensive  lumbering  operations  here 
and  operated  saw,  lath  and  shingle  mills. 
The  annual  output  for  a  time  was  some 
10,000,000  feet  of  lumber.  Not  far  from  the 
village  J.  F.  Fuller,  of  Cumberland,  estab¬ 
lished  extensive  brick  works,  with  an  an¬ 
nual  output  of  4,000,000  brick.  The  village 
was  platted  March  26,  1902,  the  owner  being 
James  H.  Benson,  and  the  surveyor  Henry 
J.  Buck. 

The  Barronett  State  Bank  was  incorpo¬ 
rated  April  25,  1916  by  Lyman  Ashley.  Ma¬ 
thias  Arnes,  Martin  Peterson,  Eld  Anderson 
and  C.  O.  L.  Loomis.  The  capital  stock 
was  $10,000.  The  first  officers  and  direc¬ 
tors  were:  Ed  Anderson,  president;  Mar¬ 
tin  Peterson,  vice  president;  C.  F.  Paxton, 
cashier.  A  building  was  erected  which  was 
opened  for  business  Dec.  13,  1916.  In  1918 
Martin  Peterson  became  president  and  is 
now  serving  in  that  capacity,  with  Ed  An¬ 
derson  as  vice  president,  and  Andrew  Rob¬ 
ertson  cashier.  On  March  1,  1921,  when 
changes  in  officers  were  made,  E.  L.  Robert¬ 
son  became  assistant  cashier,  succeeding 
Henry  Anderson  in  that  office. 


Mlkana  is  a  small  community  center  lo¬ 
cated  in  the  east  half  of  the  northeast  quar¬ 
ter  of  Section  21,  Cedar  Lake  Township 
(township  36  north,  range  10  west).  It  is 
on  the  "Soo”  railroad.  About  half  a  mile 
to  the  east  is  Red  Cedar  Lake,  a  body  of 
water  about  five  miles  long  extending  in 
a  northerly  and  southerly  direction.  Mi- 
kana  had  its  beginning  when  the  "Blue¬ 
berry”  branch  of  the  “Soo”  railway  came 
through  in  1901.  The  trains  started  run¬ 
ning  on  Christmas  Day  of  that  year.  The 
village  was  platted  March  31,  1902  by  the 
Mikana  Improvement  Co.,  of  which  Thomas 
B.  Wilson,  of  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.,  was  the 
president,  and  George  Hubs  secretary.  The 
first  store  was  put  up  that  year  by  Lee  and 
Kringle,  and  a  postoffice  established  with 
George  C.  Kringle  as  postmaster.  There  are 
now  two  general  stores  here  and  a  lumber 
yard  operated  by  the  Independent  Lum¬ 
ber  Co.,  which  also  deals  in  flour,  feed  and 
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other  produce.  There  is  also  a  good  school 
and  a  Methodist  Church.  The  surrounding 
country  is  a  good  agricultural  section. 

Angus  is  a  small  but  important  commu¬ 
nity  center  in  Section  4,  Cedar  Lake  Town¬ 
ship.  It  is  well  located  for  transportation 
service,  as  it  is  on  the  Omaha  railroad  and 
close  to  the  Junction  of  that  road  with  the 
"Soo”.  The  community  was  started  in  May, 
1906,  by  M.  B.  Uren,  who,  after  selecting 
a  site,  cut  down  the  timber  thereon  and 
built  a  store.  He  was  also  the  first  post¬ 
master  and  suggested  the  name  of  the  of¬ 
fice,  which  was  approved  by  the  govern¬ 
ment.  Besides  a  good,  general  store  here, 
the  community  has  a  grade  school,  which 
is  a  frame  building  with  cement  basement. 

Reeve  is  a  flourishing  little  hamlet  in  the 
southern  part  of  Section  20,  in  Vance  Creek 
Township.  It  has  a  United  Brethren 
Church,  a  Modern  Woodmen  lodge,  two  gen¬ 
eral  stores,  a  blacksmith  shop,  a  creamery, 
a  pea  vinery,  and  a  number  of  pretty  resi¬ 
dences.  At  one  time  there  was  a  postoffice 
there,  now  discontinued.  The  village  was 
started  some  twenty  years  ago.  The  cream¬ 
ery  which  was  started  by  the  farmers  is 
now  owned  by  the  Clear  Lake  Creamery 
Association  of  Clear  Lake,  Pol  County. 

Arland  is  a  small  hamlet  on  the  line  be¬ 
tween  Sections  18  and  19,  Arland  Township. 
It  has  stores,  a.  creamery  and  a  feed  mill. 
A  mile  to  the  southward  are  two  Norwe¬ 
gian  Lutheran  Churches,  a  school  and  a 
cemetery.  Two  miles  to  the  southwest 
there  is  a  Lutheran  Church  and  a  school, 
while  there  are  also  schools  a  mile  and  a 
half  to  the  west,  and  a  mile  and  a  halt  to 
the  northeast. 

Lehigh  is  a  railroad  station  on  the  “Soo” 
line  in  the  northeastern  part  of  Sumner 
Township. 

Horseman  is  an  inland  hamlet  in  the  east¬ 
ern  part  of  Doyle  Township. 


In  addition  to  old  Cameron,  old  Poskin, 
Mooney’s  Mills  and  Sumner,  already  men¬ 
tioned,  there  are  several  other  deserted  vil¬ 
lages  in  the  county,  Perley,  Sprague,  and 
Granite  Lake.  There  are  also  a  number  of 
localities  were  stores  and  postofflces  ex¬ 
isted  in  the  early  days. 

Perley.  In  the  mind  of  the  old  resident 
in  the  western  part  of  Barron  County  the 
name  of  Perley  awakes  recollections  of  a 
once  lively  community,  which,  under  more 
favorable  conditions,  might  have  developed 
into  a  permanent  and  good -sized  village; 
but  whatever  early  promise  it  may  have 
had  proved  transitory  and  illusive.  The 
lumber  industry  which  brought  it  into 
being,  passed  on  and  left  it  desolate,  and 
although  its  former  location  may  still  be 
found  on  maps,  as  in  tbe  southern  part  of 
Section  8,  Almena  Township,  the  spot  today 
presents  no  indication  of  its  former  bustling 
activities. 

Somewhat  over  forty  years  ago  the  sur¬ 
rounding  region  was  thickly  timbered,  and 
Andrews  &  Perley,  lumbermen,  were  en¬ 
gaged  there  in  logging.  It  was  the  last 
mentioned  partner,  John  Perley,  who  gave 


his  name  to  the  camp,  and  there,  in  Decem¬ 
ber,  1880,  a  large  sawmill  was  erected 
which  gave  employment,  on  an  average,  to 
about  100  men.  A  boarding  house  was  es¬ 
tablished,  and  was  presided  over  by  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  F.  C.  Wickenburg,  of  Turtle  Lake, 
Mr.  Wickenburg  having  been  engaged  to 
cook  for  the  camp,  a  position  that  he  held 
for  three  years.  The  lumber  firm  built 
houses  for  the  men  and  also  operated  a 
store,  in  addition  to  which  there  was  a 
saloon  that  did  a  flourishing  business.  For 
some  years  previous  to  the  separation  of 
Almena  Township  from  that  of  Turtle  Lake, 
Perley  was  a  voting  place,  and  as  John 
Perley  took  an  active  Interest  in  politics, 
election  day,  which  brought  many  voters 
to  the  camp,  was  a  festival  occasion,  and 
animated  and  even  exciting  scenes  were 
witnessed.  The  “Omaha”  railroad  had  been 
constructed  through  Perley  in  1877,  previous 
to  which  time  visitors  to  the  place  had  to 
drive  there  with  teams. 

The  exhaustion  of  the  timber  supply 
brought  all  this  bustle  to  an  end.  After 
operating  for  five  or  six  years,  the  lum¬ 
bermen  deserted  the  place,  the  boarding 
house  had  burned  down,  the  mill  was  aban¬ 
doned,  and  from  an  active  and  strenuous 
community  in  the  living  and  material  world, 
Perley  took  its  place  as  an  ever-fading 
ghost  in  the  dim  and  silent  halls  of 
memory. 

8prague  was  started  in  1880  on  the 
“Omaha”  line  three  miles  south  of  Cum¬ 
berland.  Sprague  Brothers  owned  and 
operated  a  steam  sawmill.  A  postofflce  was 
established  and  a  church  and  district  school 
organized.  When  the  logging  industry  di¬ 
minished,  the  village  disappeared. 

Granite  Lake  was  platted  Feb.  21,  1879, 
on  land  owned  by  the  North  Wisconsin 
Railroad  Co.  The  plat  was  located  on  the 
southwest  quarter  of  the  northwest  quarter 
of  Section  17,  in  what  is  now  Lakeland 
Township.  For  some  years  a  railroad  sta¬ 
tion  was  maintained  there. 

Doble  is  a  pretty  little  hamlet  of  which 
the  Church  of  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes  is  the 
principal  feature,  located  in  the  southwest 
corner  of  Section  36,  Oak  Grove  Township. 

The  history  of  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes 
Church  dates  back  to  the  year  1869,  when 
mass  was  read  for  the  first  time  by  Father 
Nacli  in  George  Roberge’s  log  cabin.  Suc¬ 
ceeding  him  was  the  well  known  Father 
Goldsmith,  who  came  twice  and  read  mass 
in  John  LaBree’s  cabin.  Father  Nolan  came 
next  and  read  mass  in  Honore  Demers’ 
home.  Father  Keller  marked  the  location 
of  the  first  church.  A  missionary  from 
Chippewa  Falls  read  the  first  mass  in  the 
new  church  which  was  a  rather  crude  af¬ 
fair,  but  sufficient  to  meet  the  demands  of 
the  people.  Aristide  Mireau,  George  Ro¬ 
berge,  Tom  Kearney,  and  Tom  Donnelly, 
assisted  by  several  protestant  families,  did 
most  of  the  carpenter  work.  In  the  year 
1878,  during  the  winter,  Father  Dole  came, 
remaining  here  nineteen  years.  He  found 
the  little  mission  literally  in  the  backwoods 
without  either  roads  or  bridges.  Fifteen 
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missions  were  added  to  his  charge — Rice 
Lake,  Chetek,  Barron,  Prairie  Farm,  Sand 
€reek,  Cartwright,  Shell  Lake,  Turtle  Lake, 
«tc.  At  the  present  time  Rice  Lake  has  a 
beautiful  church,  and  Chetek,  Shell  Lake 
and  Turtle  Lake  have  their  own  respective 
churches  and  pastors.  As  soon  as  he  got 
settled  down  he  set  about  erecting  a  church, 
schoolhouse  and  parsonage  at  Stanfold 
(sometimes  called  Doble — officially  Route 
No.  3,  Rice  Lake,  Wis.),  and  afterwards  at 
various  other  missions.  The  first  man  bur¬ 
ied  in  the  cemetery  was  carried  out  on  poles 
from  Rice  Lake  via  the  Indian  trail.  Father 
Dole  possessed  an  iron  constitution  and  he 
needed  it.  Traveling  by  foot  on  the  Indian 
trail  through  swamps  and  in  all  weather 
conditions  to  answer  a  sick  call  twenty  and 
thirty  miles  away  were  some  of  the  difficul¬ 
ties  he  had  to  encounter.  It  is  said  that 
at  one  time  he  received  news  that  one 
under  his  charge  was  dying  about  twenty 
miles  away.  He  set  out  immediately.  Upon 
arriving  at  the  cabin,  utterly  exhausted,  he 
found  the  sole  occupant  seated  on  his  bench 
calmly  smoking  his  pipe.  Upon  inquiry  as 
to  where  the  dying  person  was  he  received 
the  reply:  "Father,  I  Just  wanted  to  know 
if  you  would  come  if  I  were  really  dying.” 
Nineteen  years  of  zealous  labor  in  an  im¬ 
mense  field  tended  to  weaken  an  otherwise 
strong  constitution  and  when  fire  swept 
down  and  burned  both  his  church  and  house 
his  noble  heart  literally  broke.  "Like  his 
Lord  and  Master”,  says  the  Catholic  Sen¬ 
tinel,  "he  cared  nothing  for  money,  and  on 
the  day  of  his  death  there  was  found  but 
one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  in  his  purse.  On 
his  dying  bed  he  forgot  self  in  his  anxiety 


for  his  congregation  and  was  often  heard 
whispering  prayers  for  their  welfare.  His 
last  words  were :  "  'For  the  love  of  God  let 
all  Christians  pray  for  me’.”  After  the 
death  of  Father  Dole  a  second  church  and 
parsonage  was  built  by  Father  Brouillard, 
who  remained  in  charge  for  seven  years. 

Succeeding  Father  Brouillard  was  Father 
Berrube.  During  his  four  years  as  pastor 
he  built  the  present  church,  50x100  feet, 
of  mineral  red  rock.  The  following  Fathers 
came  in  their  respective  order:  Archam- 
beau.  Colling,  Fitzpatrick,  Van  Helden, 
Shell,  Mlleckl,  Pulch,  LeGulllou,  Dickoff 
(who  built  the  present  brick-veneered  par¬ 
sonage),  Kieffer,  Rochon,  to  the  present 
pastor,  Savageau.  The  congregation,  as  It 
is  today,  numbering  about  110  families,  ex¬ 
tends  about  seven  miles  north,  three  miles 
south,  five  miles  west,  eight  miles  east. 
Four  Sisters  of  Notre  Dame  attend  to  the 
educational  welfare  of  the  school  children. 
Various  societies  have  been  formed  into 
which  are  grouped  the  married  men,  women, 
young  ladies  and  children. 

REV.  E.  E.  SAVAGEAU. 


Cartwright,  a  part  of  New  Auburn,  is  on 
the  south  line  of  Dovre  Township,  the 
thriving  village  of  New  Auburn,  however, 
being  all  in  Chippewa  County.  Ridgeland 
is  Just  south  of  Dallas  Township,  in  Dunn 
County.  Clayton  is  Just  over  the  line  from 
Turtle  Lake  Township,  in  Polk  County. 
New  Auburn,  Ridgeland  and  Amery,  as  well 
as  several  other  towns  near  the  border 
lines,  receive  considerable  trade  from  this 
county. 


CHAPTER  XXVIII. 

THE  NORWEGIAN  LUTHERAN  CHURCH  IN  BARRON  COUNTY. 

By  Rev.  J.  E.  Nord. 


Rev.  A.  Johnson  of  Eau  Claire,  and  Rev. 
C.  J.  Helsem  of  Running  Valley,  Wis.,  were 
probably  the  first  Lutheran  pastors  who  vis¬ 
ited  Barron  County. 

Early  in  the  autumn  of  1869  these  gen¬ 
tlemen  made  a  trip  through  Barron  County, 
finding  a  few  settlers  around  Lake  Chetek 
and  Sumner.  Leaving  these  small  settle¬ 
ments  they  went  north  through  the  forest 
still  finding  settlers  along  the  route;  but 
toward  evening  they  came  to  a  place  north¬ 
east  of  Dobie  where  they  found  no  houses. 
However,  they  found  a  little  hay  meadow 
and  a  hay  stack  where  they  slept  during 
the  night.  The  next  day  they  went  west 
through  the  timber,  at  last  reaching  a 
settlement  called  Lakeland,  where  they  also 
held  services.  From  Lakeland  they  went 
south  through  the  woods  to  Prairie  Farm 
where  they  also  found  settlers  and  held 
services.  From  there  they  went  to  Menom- 
onte.  This  completed  their  first  Journey 
through  the  county.  The  trip  took  them 
a  whole  week. 


During  the  year  1870,  Rev.  Helsem  made 
many  visits  to  the  settlements  east  and 
west  of  Chetek,  on  Pokegema  Prairie,  and 
at  Lakeland,  Rice  Lake  being  then  only  a 
logging  camp.  On  these  visits  Rev.  Hel¬ 
sem  gathered  the  people  on  week  days  for 
religious  services,  baptized  their  children 
and  cared  for  the  sick.  The  settlers  would 
often  come  from  10  to  15  miles  to  attend 
these  services. 

Faaberg  Norwegian  Lutheran  Congrega¬ 
tion  on  Pokegema  Prairie  in  the  town  of 
Stanley,  was  organized  on  Sept.  17,  1871, 
by  Rev.  C.  .T.  Helsem.  The  congregation 
then  numbered  55  communicant  members. 
Officers:  The  Pastor,  president,  ex-officio; 
Ole  Smestad,  secretary;  Hands  Lunde, 
treasurer;  Lars  Holme  and  Hans  Amund¬ 
son,  deacons;  Fredrlk  Lunde  and  Bore 
Bratstigen,  trustees.  In  1880,  the  member¬ 
ship  was  175.  But  in  1883,  those  members 
who  resided  on  the  west  side  of  Prairie 
Lake  withdrew  from  Faaberg  and  Joined  the 
Chetek  congregation,  and  in  1908  those 
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members  who  resided  In  and  around  Cam¬ 
eron  withdrew  and  organized  the  Cameron 
Lutheran  Congregation.  The  present  mem¬ 
bership  is  only  90.  In  1872  the  congrega¬ 
tion  bought  two  acres  at  the  southwest 
corner  of  the  southwest  of  the  south¬ 
west  of  Section  26,  Township  36, 
Range  11,  and  platted  it  for  a  ceme¬ 
tery.  In  1890  a  church  was  built  on 
the  southeast  of  the  southwest  of  Sec¬ 
tion  23.  in  the  same  township.  Pas¬ 
tors:  Rev.  C.  J.  Helsem  from  1871  to  1878, 
Rev.  H.  Z.  Hvld  from  1878  to  1881,  no  pas¬ 
tor  from  1881  to  1883,  Rev.  J.  E.  Nord  from 
1883  to  1889,  Rev.  A.  J.  Orke  from  1889  to 
1896,  Rev.  H.  Lund  from  1896  to  1904;  Rev. 

O.  Refsdal  from  1904  to  1914,  Rev.  H.  Lund 
from  1914,  the  present  pastor,  residing  at 
Chetek,  and  serving  three  congregations. 

Lolland  Scandinavian  Evangelical  Luth¬ 
eran  Congregation,  four  miles  northeast  of 
the  village  of  Chetek,  in  the  town  of  Che¬ 
tek,  was  organized  by  Rev.  C.  J.  Hel- 
sem  on  July  7,  1872,  with  a  mem¬ 

bership  of  68,  26  being  communicants. 
Officers:  Rev.  C.  J.  Helsem,  presi¬ 

dent  ex-officio;  trustees,  Paul  Johnsen,  Nils 
Jensen  and  Nils  Olson;  deacons.  Ole  Olson, 
Mads  Jakobsen  and  Sivert  Solum;  secre¬ 
tary,  Lars  Johnson;  treasurer,  Kristian 
Black.  The  cemetery  in  Section  22  was 
dedicated  in  1872.  Pastors:  Rev.  C.  J.  Hel¬ 
sem  from  1872  to  1878,  Rev.  H.  Z.  Hvid 
from  1878  to  1881.  The  pulpit  was  then  va¬ 
cant  from  1881  until  1883  when  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  this  congregation  with  some  mem¬ 
bers  of  Zion  and  Faaberg  congregations  or¬ 
ganized  the  Scandinavian  Evangelical  Luth¬ 
eran  Congregation  at  Chetek.  At  the  time 
of  the  union  this  congregation  had  67  mem¬ 
bers. 

Solum  Norwegian  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Congregation  at  Prairie  Farm  was  organ¬ 
ized  by  Rev.  K.  Thorstenson  on  Aug.  29, 
1872,  with  a  membership  of  37  in  all.  Offi¬ 
cers:  Rev.  K.  Thorstenson,  president,  ex- 
officio;  secretary,  Peder  Pederson  Holda- 
len;  treasurer,  Christian  S.  Johnson;  dea¬ 
cons,  Johannes  Anderson  and  Joe  Johnson 
Haugen;  trustees,  Peder  Olson  Krogen, 
Nils  Eggen,  Lars  H.  Kanshagen;  precentor, 
Peder  Pederson.  The  cemetery  was  started 
in  1872  in  Sections  17  and  30;  the  first  par¬ 
sonage  was  built  in  1880,  the  church  in  1894, 
and  the  second  parsonage  in  1914.  Pastors: 
Rev.  K.  Thorstensen  from  1872  to  1874,  Rev. 
L  F.  Haakonson  from  1874  to  1878,  Rev. 

P.  A.  Dletrickson  from  1878  to  1879,  Rev.  J. 
Waage  from  1880  to  1884,  Rev.  K.  L.  Gut- 
tebo  from  1884  to  1890,  Rev.  N.  L.  Blom- 
holm  from  1890  to  1892,  Rev.  S.  Svennung- 
son  from  1892  to  1896,  Rev.  P.  A.  Widvey 
from  1896  to  1910,  Rev.  N.  L.  Blomholm 
from  1910  to  1914,  and  Rev.  H.  S.  Rue,  the 
present  pastor,  from  1916.  The  present 
membership  is  140. 

Aker  Scandinavian  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Congregation  at  Prairie  Farm  was  organ¬ 
ized  by  Rev.  C.  J.  Helsem  on  the  9th  day  of 
November,  1872  (after  preaching  there  oc¬ 
casionally  since  1870)  with  a  membership 
of  73.  Officers:  President,  Lars  Selvlg; 
secretary,  Anders  O.  Flaa;  treasurer,  Lars 


Selvig;  deacons,  Martin  Johnson,  Ole  Kast- 
vig,  Johan  Iverson;  trustees,  Ole  Lokken, 
Ole  Hobmen,  Ole  Martell.  The  cemetery 
is  in  the  northeast  corner  of  the  northeast 
of  the  northeast  of  Section  30,  Township 
32,  Range  13  west.  The  church  was  erected 
in  1887  and  the  parsonage  in  1901.  The 
present  membership  is  660.  Pastors:  Rev. 
C.  J.  Helsem  from  1870  to  1874,  Rev.  G. 
Hoyme  from  1874  to  1876,  Rev.  L.  Lund  from 
1876  to  1878,  Rev.  H.  Z.  Hvid  from  1878  to 
1881,  Rev.  J.  E.  Nord  from  1883  to  1893, 
Rev.  J.  A.  Urnes  from  1893  to  1901,  Rev.  J. 

B.  Relnertson  from  1901  to  1904,  Rev.  H. 
Thoreson  from  1904  to  1913,  Rev.  O.  H.  Lund 
the  present  pastor,  from  1914. 

The  Evangelical  Lutheran  Congregation 
of  Rice  Lake  was  organized  on  July  29, 1875, 
with  a  membership  of  15  communicants. 
The  church  was  erected  in  1882  and  the 
cemetery  at  the  northwest  corner  of  the 
southeast  of  the  northwest  of  Section  16, 
Township  35,  Range  11,  was  plotted  and 
dedicated  in  1884.  In  1901  a  building  was 
bought  for  a  schoolhouse.  Officers:  Rev. 

C.  J.  Helsen,  president,  ex-officio;  secre¬ 
tary,  Ole  O.  Lokken;  treasurer,  Anders  A. 
Aune;  deacons,  Halvor  O.  Sather,  Christian 
Erikson;  trustees,  Sven  Wangsgrav,  George 
Anderson  and  Ole  O.  Lokken;  precentor. 
Ole  O.  Lokken.  In  1916  this  congregation 
had  360  members.  The  officers  at  that  time 
were:  Rev.  J.  E.  Nord,  president  ex-officio; 
secretary,  E.  L.  Lockness;  treasurer,  Louis 
Lockness;  deacons.  Reodor  Lee,  Peder  Aas, 
N.  L.  Nilson;  trustees,  Otto  Schesvold,  Iver 
Amundson,  Ole  Flanum,  Ole  Johnson,  Iver 
Johnson,  Carl  Hagen;  precentor,  Otto 
Schesvold.  Pastors:  Rev.  C.  J.  Helsem 
from  1876  to  1878,  Rev.  H.  Z.  Hvid  from 
1878  to  1881,  Rev.  J.  E.  Nord  from  1883  to 
1916,  Rev.  O.  M.  Kleven  from  1916  to  1918, 
when  this  congregation  was  united  with 
Our  Savior’s  Congregation  and  formed  the 
Bethany  Evangelical  Lutheran  Congrega¬ 
tion  of  Rice  Lake. 

Otterholt  Norwegian  Evangelical  Luth¬ 
eran  Congregation,  four  miles  west  of  Che¬ 
tek,  was  organized  on  Jan.  26,  1875,  by 
Rev.  C.  J.  Helsem,  with  a  membership  of 
30  communicants.  Officers:  Rev.  C.  J.  Hel¬ 
sem,  president  ex-officio;  secretary,  Lars 
J.  Dyreland;  treasurer,  Lars  O.  Brekke; 
deacons:  Ole  Otterholt,  Andreas  Nilson, 
Auine  Mortenson;  trustees:  Lars  Otterholt, 
Ole  Johnson  Otterholt,  Erik  Brynhildson; 
precentor,  Lars  Dyreland.  In  1879  the  name 
was  changed  to  Zion  Norwegian  Evangeli¬ 
cal  Lutheran  Congregation,  and  in  1883  this 
congregation  joined  the  Scandinavian  Evan¬ 
gelical  Lutheran  congregation  of  Chetek, 
having  then  68  members.  Pastors:  Rev. 
C.  J.  Helsem  from  1875  to  1878,  Rev.  H.  Z. 
Hold  from  1878  to  1881.  This  congregation 
had  a  cemetery  in  the  southeast  corner  of 
the  southeast  of  the  northeast  of  Section 
28,  Township  33,  Range  11. 

The  New  Scandinavian  Evangelical  Luth¬ 
eran  Congregation  in  the  town  of  Maple 
Grove  was  organized  by  Rev.  H.  F.  Haak¬ 
onson  on  May  11,  1875,  with  a  membership 
of  160.  Officers:  Tron  Vintroen,  president; 
secretary,  Martin  Gjelstad;  trustees,  Tron 
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Vintroen;  Lara  Johnson,  Knud  Hanson 
Syverud.  The  congregation  has  a  ceme¬ 
tery  nod  a  church  lot  In  the  southeast  cor¬ 
ner  of  the  southeast  of  the  northwest  of 
Section  36,  Township  33,  Range  12.  The 
church  was  built  in  1881,  the  parsonage 
in  Dallas  in  1903.  The  present  membership 
is  400.  Pastors:  Rev.  H.  F.  Haakonson 
from  1875  to  1878,  Rer.  J.  Waage  from  1878 
to  1883,  Rev.  K.  L.  Guttebo  from  1883  to 
1887,  Rev.  C.  J.  Helsem  from  1887  to  1889, 
Rev.  A.  J.  Orke  from  1889  to  1895,  Rev.  H. 
Lund  from  1895  to  1913,  Rev.  O.  L.  Kirke- 
berg  from  1913  to  1919,  Rev.  A.  O.  Run¬ 
ning  the  present  pastor  from  1919. 

Lakeland  Norwegian  Evangelical  Luther¬ 
an  Congregation  In  the  town  of  Cumberland 
was  organized  by  Rev.  C.  J.  Helsem  on 
Sept.  12,  1876,  the  congregation  consisting 
of  four  families,  namely:  Andrew  Skaar, 
Ole  Skaar,  L.  L.  Gunderson  and  Ole  Reltan. 
Pastors:  Rev.  C.  J.  Helsem  from  1876  to 
1878,  Rev.  H.  Z.  Hold  from  1878  to  1881. 
There  were  68  members  in  1882.  In  1882 
•this  congregation  was  reorganized  and 
named  East  Cumberland  Norwegian  Danish 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Congregation,  the 
story  of  which  appears  in  this  chapter. 

Poskln  Lake  Norwegian  Evangelical  Luth¬ 
eran  Congregation  was  organized  in  1876 
by  Rev.  H.  F.  Haakonson.  Officers:  Presi¬ 
dent,  A.  Breda;  secretary,  Christian  Han¬ 
sen;  treasurer,  - ;  trustees,  John 

Thompson,  Amund  Halvorson,  John  Halvor- 
son.  A  church  lot  and  cemetery  were 

bought  in  - .  The  church  was  built  in 

1895,  situated  at  the  southwest  corner  of 
the  southeast  of  the  southwest  of  Section' 
14,  Township  34,  Range  13.  Pastors:  Rev. 
H.  F.  Haakonson.  from  1876  to  1878,  Rev. 
P.  A.  Dietrickson  from  1878  to  1879,  Rev. 
J.  Waage  from  1880  to  1884,  Rev.  K.  L.  Gut¬ 
tebo  from  1886  to  1889,  Rev.  N.  L.  Blom- 
holm  from  1890  to  1892,  Rev.  S.  Svenung- 
son  from  1892  to  1896,  Rev.  P.  A.  Widwey 
1896  to  1898,  Rev.  A.  Toft  from  1889  to  1900, 
Rev.  H.  A.  Heyer  from  1900  to  1906,  Rev. 
H.  Lund  from  1906  to  1912,  Rev.  N.  B.  Ursin 
from  1913  to  1919,  Rev.  E.  B.  Swenson,  the 
present  pastor  from  1920.  The  present 
membership  is  100. 

Cedar  Lake  Norwegian  Evangelical  Luth¬ 
eran  Congregation  at  Campia  was  organized 
on  May  9.  1878,  by  Rev.  H.  F.  Haakonson, 
with  27  members.  Officers:  K.  Fadnes, 
president;  Harold  Haakonson,  secretary; 
Ole  Dale,  treasurer;  Ole  Anderson,  Ole  J. 
Olson  and  Th.  Olson,  trustees.  The  ceme¬ 
tery  in  the  northwest  corner  of  Section  8, 
Township  35,  Range  10,  was  dedicated  in 
1878,  and  the  church  in  the  southwest  cor¬ 
ner  of  Section  6,  same  township,  was  built 
In  1897.  The  name  of  this  congregation 
was  changed  in  1920  to  be:  Our  Savior  Nor¬ 
wegian  Evangelical  Lutheran  Congregation 
of  Cedar  Lake.  Pastors:  Rev.  H.  F.  Haak¬ 
onson,  from  1878  to  1879,  Rev.  J.  Waage 
from  1879  to  1883,  Rev.  K.  C.  Foss,  from 
1894  to  1895,  Rev.  I.  J.  Kvam  from  1895  to 
1911,  Rev.  J.  Skagen  from  1911  to  1914,  Rev. 
P.  F.  Kjorlang  from  1915  to  1917,  Rev.  O. 
M.  Eleven  from  1918  to  1921,  and  Rev.  Theo. 


Kleppe,  the  present  pastor,  from  1921.  The 
present  membership  is  130. 

Dovre  Evangelical  Lutheran  Congregation 
was  organized  in  1882  by  Rev.  N.  E.  Wikre 
with  88  members.  In  the  same  year  Chris¬ 
tian  Lundgaard  donated  a  tract  of  land  con¬ 
sisting  of  two  acres  in  the  northwest  of  the 
southeast  of  Section  20,  Township  32,  Range 
10,  for  cemetery  and  church  lot.  The  ceme¬ 
tery  was  dedicated  in  1882  and  the  church 
was  built  the  same  year.  Officers:  Martin 
Carlson,  president;  Christian  Lundgaard. 
secretary;  John  C.  Hole,  treasurer;  Arne 
Jorstad,  Peder  Christensen  and  Christian 
Presrud  deacons;  Micarl  Presold,  Ole 
Martinson  and  Ole  Skabo,  trustees;  precen¬ 
tor,  Ole  Skabo.  Pastors:  Rev.  N.  E.  Wikre 
from  1882  to  1892,  Rev.  A.  J.  Orke  from  1892 
to  1895,  Rev.  Helmer  Lund  from  1896  to 
1905,  Rev.  Olav  Refsdal  from  1905  to  1914, 
and  Rev.  Helmer  Lund,  the  present  pastor, 
from  1914.  In  1894  this  congregation  built 
a  parsonage  at  Chetek  together  with  the 
Chetek  Lutheran  congregation.  The  present 
membership  is  276. 

East  Cumberland  Norwegian  Danish 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Congregation.  With 
the  former  members  of  Lakeland  congre¬ 
gation  and  others  the  East  Cumberland 
Congregation  was  organized  in  1882  by  Rev. 
N.  B.  Olson  with  a  membership  of  230. 
Officers:  Rev.  N.  B.  Olson,  president,  ex- 
officio;  secretary,  Hans  Amble;  treasurer, 
Lars  BenBon;  deacons,  O.  C.  Lovaas,  Hans 
Almaas,  L.  L.  Gunderson;  trustees,  O.  A. 
Reitan,  Fredrik  FinBaas,  Andreas  Geisnos; 
precentor.  Ole  Geisnos.  A  tract  of  land  of 
five  acres  in  the  southwest  corner  of  Sec- 
2,  Township  36,  Range  13,  was  secured  for 
cemetery  and  church  lot  and  a  church  built 
thereon  in  1883.  Pastors:  Rev.  N.  B.  Olson 
from  1882  to  1891,  Rev.  A.  J.  Logeland  from 
1881  to  1906,  Rev.  H.  Ostgulen  from  1907  to 
1912,  Rev.  Carl  Amundson  from  1912  to  1921, 
Rev.  E.  Christianson,  the  present  pastor 
from  1921. 


cnetek  Scandinavian  Evangelical  Luther- 
eron  Congregation  was  organized  Jan.  26, 
1883,  by  Rev.  J.  E.  Nord,  with  a  member¬ 
ship  of  154.  This  was  a  union  of  Lolland 
and  Zion  Congregations  with  some  members 
of  Faaberg  Congregation.  Officers:  Rev. 
J.  E.  Nord,  president,  ex-officio;  secretary! 
Andreas  Fossum;  treasurer,  Peder  8wans- 
by;  deacons,  David  Joelson,  Nils  Jensen, 
Christian  Black;  trustees,  Gulik  Olson, 
Paul  Johnson,  Lars  Otterholt;  precentor, 
David  Joelson.  Two  lots  were  secured  and 
the  church  was  built  in  1884  in  the  village 
of  Chetek.  The  congregation  has  a  ceme¬ 
tery  in  the  southwest  corner  of  the  south¬ 
west  of  the  southeast  of  Section  11,  Town¬ 
ship  33,  Range  11.  and  another  in  Section 
22,  town  of  Chetek.  The  parsonage  was 
built  in  1894.  Pastors:  Rev.  J.  E.  Nord 
from  1883  to  1889,  Rev.  A.  J.  Orke  from 
1889  to  1895,  Rev.  H.  Lund  from  1895  to 
1904,  Rev.  Olav  Refsdal  from  1905  to  1914, 
?®v-  H.  Lund,  the  present  pastor,  from 
1914.  The  present  membership  is  200 
Concordia  Evangelical  Lutheran  Congre¬ 
gation  (originally  Clinton  Norwegian  Evan¬ 
gelical  Lutheran  Congregation)  was  or- 
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ganized  by  Rev.  J.  Waage  in  1883,  with  a 
membership  of  76.  In  1890  the  constitution 
was  changed  and  a  part  of  the  members 
seceded.  Officers  in  1890:  Rev.  J.  E.  Nord, 
president,  ex-officio;  secretary.  Ole  John¬ 
son;  treasurer,  Hans  Ness;  deacons,  Even 
Larson,  John  Solberg;  trustees,  Ole  John¬ 
son,  John  Solberg,  Jan  Aker;  precentor 
and  teacher,  Ole  Nygaard.  The  church  in 
the  southwest  corner  of  Section  20,  Town¬ 
ship  33,  Range  13,  was  built  in  1892.  The 
parsonage  owned  together  with  Aker  con¬ 
gregation,  was  built  in  1901.  The  present 
membership  is  260.  Pastors:  Rev.  J. 
Waage,  from  1883  to  1884,  Rev.  K.  L.  Gut- 
tebo,  1884  to  1890,  Rev.  J.  E.  Nord  from 
1890  to  1893,  Rev.  J.  A.  UrneB  from  1893 
to  1901;  Rev.  J.  B.  Reinertson  from  1901  to 
1904,  Rev.  H.  Thoreson  from  1904  to  1913, 
Rev.  O.  H.  Lund,  the  present  pastor,  from 
1913. 

The  Original  Concordia  Norwegian  Evan¬ 
gelical  Lutheran  Congregation  was  orig¬ 
inally  the  Clinton  Norwegian  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Congregation  which  was  organ¬ 
ized  in  1883,  by  Rev.  J.  Waage,  with  a  mem¬ 
bership  of  75.  Officers:  Johan  Sorum,  sec¬ 
retary;  John  Aker,  treasurer;  Solon  Ost- 
gaard  and  Christ  Hanson,  deacons;  trus¬ 
tees,  Hans  Anderson,  Even  Larsen,  Ole 
Johnson;  precentor.  Ole  Nygaard.  After 
the  change  of  constitution,  in  1890,  the  se¬ 
ceding  members  organized  the  Original 
Concordia  Norwegian  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Congregation.  The  present  membership  is 
150.  The  church  was  completed  in  1910  and 
the  parsonage  was  built  together  with  So¬ 
lum  congregation  in  1914.  Officers  in  1916: 
Secretary,  Peter  Sorum;  treasurer,  P.  Moen; 
deacons,  Frank  Backer,  Martin  Anderson; 
trustees,  Hans  Wold,  Ole  Dillan,  John  A. 
Moen.  Pastors:  Rev.  J.  Waage,  from  1883 
to  1884,  Rev.  K.  L.  Guttebo  from  1884  to 
1890,  Rev.  N.  L.  Blomholm  from  1890  to 
1892,  Rev.  S.  Svennungson  from  1892  to 
1895,  Rev.  P.  A.  Widvey  from  1895  to  1910, 
Rev.  N.  L.  Blomholm  from  1910  to  1914. 
Rev.  H.  S.  Rue,  the  present  pastor,  from 
1915. 

Comstock  Evangelical  Lutheran  Congre¬ 
gation  was  organized  in  1883  by  Rev.  N.  B. 
Olson,  with  a  membership  of  45.  Officers 
in  1883:  President,  Rev.  N.  B.  Olson,  ex- 
officio;  secretary,  A.  Moen;  treasurer,  An¬ 
ders  Svenby;  deacons,  Jacob  Nyhus,  E. 
Neby,  T.  Jackson;  trustees,  John  Rosten, 
Charles  Peterson,  A.  Moen;  precentor,  John 
Rosten.  This  congregation  has  a  cemetery 
in  the  southwest  corner  of  the  southeast 
of  the  southeast  of  Section  31,  Township 
36,  Range  13,  and  the  church  in  the  north¬ 
east  corner  of  the  northeast  of  the  north¬ 
west  of  Section  6,  Township  34,  Range  13, 
was  built  in  1892.  Pastors:  Rev.  N.  B. 
Olson  from  1882  to  1891,  Rev.  A.  J.  Loge- 
land  from  1891  to  1896,  Rev.  H.  Ostgulen 
from  1907  to  1912,  Rev.  Carl  Amundson 
from  1912  to  1921,  Rev.  E.  Christianson,  the 
present  pastor,  from  1921. 

Barron  was  a  Mission  Station  from  1872 
to  1884.  Rev.  C.  J.  Helsem  held  services 
at  Barton  from  1872  to  1878  and  Rev.  H. 
Z.  Hold  from  1878  to  1881.  Rev.  N.  E. 


Wikre  held  services  there  in  1882  and  Rev. 
J.  Waage  in  1883.  The  First  Norwegian 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Congregation  of  Bar¬ 
ron  was  organized  March  29,  1884,  by  Rev. 
T.  O.  Juve,  with  45  members.  Officers: 
Rev.  T.  O.  Juve,  president,  ex-officio;  sec¬ 
retary,  Henry  Olson;  treasurer,  Mr.  Juve; 
trustees,  A.  Breda,  John  Thompson  and 
Olaus  Borgen;  precentor  and  teacher,  Chris¬ 
tian  Larson.  The  cemetery  in  the  south¬ 
east  corner  of  the  northeast  of  the  northeast 
of  Section  30,  Township  34,  Range  12,  was 
dedicated  in  1884.  The  first  church  was 
built  in  1893  an4  ruined  by  storm  in  1899. 
The  second  church  was  built  in  1900  and 
consumed  by  fire  in  1922.  StepB  have  been 
taken  for  the  erection  of  a  new  church  in 
the  near  future.  A  parsonage  was  bought 
in  1913,  but  sold  in  1920.  Pastors:  Rev.  T. 
O.  Juve  from  1884  to  1888,  Rev.  J.  E.  Nord 
from  1888  to  1890,  Rev.  J.  A.  Orke  from 
1890  to  1893,  Rev.  J.  A.  UrneB  from  1893  to 
1900,  Rev.  J.  B.  Reinertson  from  1900  to 
1903,  Rev.  H.  Lund  from  1903  to  1912,  Rev. 

N.  B.  Ursin  from  1912  to  1919,  Rev.  E  B. 
Swenson,  the  present  pastor,  from  1920. 
The  present  membership  600. 

Cumberland  Evangelical  Lutheran  Congre¬ 
gation  was  organized  in  1886  by  Rev.  N.  B. 
Olson  with  a  membership  of  38.  Officers: 
President,  Rev.  N.  B.  Olson,  ex-officio;  sec¬ 
retary.  Hans  Amble;  treasurer,  Lars  Ben¬ 
son;  deacons,  O.  C.  Lovaas,  Hans  Almos, 
L.  L.  Gunderson;  trustees,  O.  A.  Reitan, 
Fred  Finson,  Andrew  Gusness;  precentor. 
Ole  Gusness;  Sunday  school  superintendent, 

O.  C.  Lovaas.  The  church  was  built  in 
1886  and  the  parsonage  in  1896.  The 
church  and  parsonage  are  located  at  the 
City  of  Cumberland.  Pastors:  Rev.  N.  B. 
Olson  from  1886  to  1891,  Rev.  A.  J.  Loge- 
land  from  1891  to  1906,  Rev.  H.  Ostgulen 
from  1907  to  1912,  Rev.  Carl  Amundson 
from  1912  to  1920,  Rev.  E.  Christianson 
from  1920,  the  present  pastor. 

Dallas  Norwegian  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Congregation  was  organized  on  Oct.  8,  1892, 
by  Rev.  A.  J.  Orke  with  a  membership  of 
70.  Officers:  President,  Ole  O.  Berg;  secre¬ 
tary,  H.  E.  Halvorson;  treasurer,  Harry 
Halvorson;  deacons,  Gunder  Lee,  Even 
Erlkson,  Ed  Gilstad;  trustees.  Knud  Eepe- 
seth,  J.  G.  Johnson,  Lars  Larson;  precentor, 
Iver  Moe.  The  church  was  built  in  1893 
and  the  parsonage  in  1903.  The  present 
membership  is  400.  Pastors:  Rev.  A  J. 
Orke  from  1892  to  1895,  Rev.  Helmer  Lund 
from  1895  to  1913,  Rev.  O.  L.  Kirkeberg 
from  1913  to  1919,  Rev.  A.  O.  Running,  the 
present  pastor,  from  1919. 

Our  Savior  Norwegian  Evangelical  Luth¬ 
eran  Congregation  of  Rice  Lake  was  organ¬ 
ized  on  Nov.  6,  1893,  by  Rev.  J.  W.  Preus, 
with  a  membership  of  64.  Officers:  Presi¬ 
dent,  Christian  Overby;  secretary,  Andrew 
Hang;  treasurer,  Christian  Overby;  trustees, 
Christian  Overby,  Andrew  Hang,  Martin 
Kobbervik;  precentor,  Andrew  Hang.  The 
congregation  bought  a  church  building  in 
1896.  Pastors:  K.  C.  Foss  from  1883  to 
1885,  Rev.  I.  J.  Kvam  from  1885  to  1911, 
Rev.  J.  A.  M.  Skagen  from  1911  to  1914. 
Rev.  P.  E.  Kjorlaug  from  1915  to  1917.  In 
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1918  this  congregation  joined  with  the  Evan¬ 
gelical  Lutheran  congregation  of  Rice  Lake 
and  formed  the  Bethany  Evangelical  Luth¬ 
eran  Congregation  of  Rice  Lake,  Wis.  It 
had  then  150  members. 

Stanfold  Scandinavian  Evangelical  Luth¬ 
eran  Congregation  was  organized  on  Dec. 
19,  1902,  by  Rev.  J.  E  Nord,  with  a  mem¬ 
bership  of  62.  Officers:  President,  J.  E. 
Nord,  ex-officio;  secretary,  Jim  Hansen; 
treasurer.  Ole  P.  Olsen;  deacons,  Joseph 
Tverberg,  Martin  Larsen,  Henry  Nilsen; 
trustees,  Ludvig  Eliasson,  Hans  Jensen,  Ja¬ 
kob  Johnson;  precentor,  Sgur  Rolland.  A 
tract  of  2  acres  of  land  was  procured  in 
the  northeast  corner  of  the  northwest  of 
the  northeast  of  Section  22,  Township  35, 
Range  12.  for  cemetery  and  church  lot,  and 
a  church  built  thereon  in  1907.  The  present 
membership  is  160.  Pastors:  Rev.  J.  E. 
Nord  from  1902  to  1916,  Rev.  O.  M.  Kleven 
from  1916  to  1921,  Rev.  Theo.  Kleppe,  the 
present  pastor,  from  1921. 

Cameron  Evangelical  Lutheran  Congrega¬ 
tion  was  organized  Dec.  10,  1908,  by  Rev. 
Olav  Refsdal,  with  a  membership  of  40  of 
which  number  a  majority  had  been  members 
of  Faaberg  congregation  since  1871.  Cam¬ 
eron  had  been  a  mission  station  since  1884, 
Rev.  J.  E.  Nord,  Rev.  A.  J.  Orke  and  Rev. 
Helmer  Lund  having  held  services  there 
occasionally.  Officers:  President,  Rev.  Olav 
Refsdal,  ex-officio;  secretary,  O.  Mauseth; 
treasurer,  Ole  Roe;  deacon,  E  O.  Wang; 
trustees,  M.  Fredrlkson,  Gilbert  Lewis,  L.  O. 
Gilbertson.  The  congregation  secured  a 
lot  and  built  the  church  in  1909.  The  pres¬ 
ent  membership  is  175.  Pastors:  Rev.  Olav 
Refsdal  from  1908  to  1914,  Rev.  N.  B. 
TJrsin  from  1914  to  1919,  Rev.  E.  B.  Swenson, 
the  present  pastor,  from  1920. 


Haugen  Evangelical  Lutheran  Congrega¬ 
tion  was  organized  on  Sept.  12,  1917,  by 
Rev.  J.  E.  Nord,  with  a  membership  of  25. 
Haugen  had  been  a  mission  station  for  sev¬ 
eral  years.  Rev.  Nord  and  Rev.  Ritland 
having  held  services  there.  Officers:  Presi¬ 
dent,  Rev.  J.  E.  Nord,  ex-officio;  secretary, 
A.  J.  Olson;  treasurer.  Eld.  Berschneider; 
trustees,  Fred  Nelson,  Christ  Phillipsen  and 
Ed.  Berschneider.  The  church  was  built  in 
1916.  Pastors:  Rev.  J.  EL  Nord,  Rev.  J. 
Ritland,  Rev.  A.  O.  Running  and  Rev.  C. 
M.  Paulson,  the  present  pastor. 

Bethany  Evangelical  Lutheran  Congrega¬ 
tion,  Rice  Lake,  was  organized  on  Dec. 
17,  1918,  by  Rev.  J.  E.  Nord.  This  was  a 
union  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Congre¬ 
gation  of  Rice  Lake,  organized  in  1875,  and 
Our  Savior  Norwegian  Evangelical  Luth¬ 
eran  Congregation  of  Rice  Lake,  oganlzed 
in  1893.  A  committee  previously  elected 
had  prepared  the  articles  of  agreement, 
which  were  accepted  and  by  the  acceptance 
of  a  constitution  and  the  election  of  officers 
the  consolidated  body  was  organized.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  articles  of  agreement  Rev. 
Kleven  should  be  the  pastor  of  the  congre¬ 
gation  temporarily.  Officers:  President, 
Rev.  O.  M.  Kleven,  ex-officio;  secretary, 
Carl  Haaland;  treasurer,  Louis  Lockness; 
trustees,  A.  O.  ISrstad,  Carl  Pederson,  Hal- 
dor  Anderson,  Andrew  Gregerson,  Olaf 
Stokker,  Axel  Borgens;  deacons:  Hans 
Evenson,  Iver  Amundson,  L.  M.  Engesoter, 
Christian  Pederson,  Ole  Oien,  Hans  Hagen. 
The  membership  at  the  time  of  the  union: 
Our  Savior,  150,  and  the  Evangelical  Luth¬ 
eran,  350,  was  600.  The  present  member¬ 
ship  is  600.  Pastors:  Rev.  O.  M.  Kleven 
from  1918  to  1921,  Rev.  B.  M.  Branford 
from  1922,  the  present  pastor. 
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Erickson,  Edward  A.  434 
Erickson,  Even  827 
Erickson,  George  519 
Erickson,  Hans  967 
Erickson,  John  772 
Erickson,  John  G.  976 
Erickson,  Lars  543 
Erickson,  Ole  435 
Erickson,  Ole  715 
Erstad,  Andrew  O.  186 


Everett,  Charles  484 
Everson,  Nels  797 
Ewald,  Herbert  464 
Ewen,  George  W.  794 
Ewald,  Julius  464 
Falk,  Gnstaf  T.  116 
Falkenberg,  Edward  109 
Faurot,  Isaac  709 
Feldkirchner,  Frank  168 
Fengler,  Albert  240 
Ferguson,  John  190 
Fillmore,  Emmett  915 
Flnstad,  Nels  N.  259 
Fitch,  Ray  210 
Finley,  Alfred  B.  861 
Finley,  Chester  G.  861 
Fischer,  Ernest  T.  983 
Flavell,  D.  O.,  Ernest  J.  247 
Flaw,  John  O.  609 
Flaw,  Ole  J.  610 
Floberg,  Gust  187 
Florer,  George  E.  279 
Folstad,  Andrew  E.  224 
Folstrom,  L.  O.  241 
Folz,  Joseph  350 
Fornell,  John  G.  479 
Forrest,  Camille  729 
Forrest,  John  523 
Forrest,  Louis  N.  730 
Forsell,  Nels  J.  423 
Forseth,  Oscar  477 
Foss,  Adrian  R.  292 
Foss,  Gudmund  133 
Foss,  Hans  P.  499 
Foss,  Martin  133 
Foss,  Ole  G.  134 
Foss,  William  E  292 
Possum,  Andrew  755 
Foster,  William  S.  866 
Frank,  F.  W.  186 
Frankenberg,  Edward  780 
Frazee,  Frank  E.  682 
Frederickson,  Carl  G.  181 
Freiberg,  Edmun  P.  935 
Freier,  Albert  224 
Freitag,  Gustave  A.  361 
Frion,  Gottlieb  190 
Frion,  Joseph  P.  190 
Frlsinger,  Charles  522 
Frisinger,  Louis  522 
Frisle,  Henry  391 
Frisle,  John  397 
Frisle,  Lebold  397 
Froetschl,  Adam  565 
Frolik,  Anton  374 
Frolik,  Frank  374 
Fuller,  John  F.  1009 
Fuller,  William  N.  1009 
Funk,  John  365 
Funk,  Joseph  L.  365 
Flynn,  Benjamin  F.  953 
Flynn,  Earl  M.  954 
Flynn,  James  J.  529 
Gabriel,  Sr.,  Joseph  338 
Gaerth,  George  J.  299 
Gagner,  George  998 
Gagner,  John  493 
Gagner,  Peter  493 
Galby,  Anton  T.  650 
Garner,  Frank  878 
Garret,  George  A.  91 
Gartmann,  Albert  977 
Gartmann,  Christian  977 
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Gartmann,  Joachim  976 
Gasper,  Nicholas  906 
Grant,  Nels  881 
Gehrman,  Fred  447 
Gehler,  Fritz  777 
Gehler,  William  777 
Geltlng,  August  476 
Gelting,  Barney  476 
Geltlng,  William  476 
George,  John  M.  234 
Germain,  William  528 
Glddlngs,  Levi  H.  103 
Glerhard,  William  A.  383 
Gilbert,  Frank  H.  979 
Gilbertson,  Gilbert  857 
Gilbertson,  Markus  404 
Gllseth,  Erick  922 
Gilseth,  John  P.  922 
Glaser,  Fred  W.  579 
Glaser,  Henry  H.  613 
Gleason,  W.  Edward  93 
Gobler,  John  682 
Goff,  Edson  E.  513 
Golden,  James  J.  993 
Goodenough,  Porter  P.  605 
Goodmanson,  John  696 
Gordon,  N.  S.  972 
Goss,  Ralph  W.  1006 
Gotham,  Thomas  E.  064 
Gould,  Hugo  O.  609 
Gould,  Joshua  F.  134 
Granger,  Arthur  871 
Granum,  Anton  865 
Granum,  Edwin  O.  840 
Granum,  Knute  840 
Gravermoen,  Ole  O.  606 
Grebner,  Frank  484 
Green,  Malcolm  622 
Greenwold,  Andrew  348 
Gregerson,  Greger  664 
Gregerson,  Thomas  966 
Gregerson,  Ole  664 
Grilley,  Leander  814 
Grilley,  Dighton  S.  203 
Grinde,  M.  D.,  George  A-  562 
Grinde,  Lars  561 
Gronlund,  John  180 
Grover,  Warren  P.  878 
Grover,  Woodbury  S.  877 
Greech,  William  F.  963 
Guenther,  William  G.  784 
Gulickson,  Andrew  644 
Gulickson,  Barney  784 
Gulickson,  Oliver  104 
Gumbert,  Alvah  L.  677 
Gumm,  August  F.  742 
Gumm,  August  742 
Gustafson,  Gustave  O.  241 
Gustafson,  Victor  241 
Guthbert,  William  151 
Gygli,  John  332 
Gygli,  John  J.  705 
HaagenBen,  Peder  821 
Haaland,  Carl  192 
Hafele,  George  791 
Hafele,  George  J.  791 
Hafsiund,  Gust  295 
Hagberg,  Albert  449 
Hagberg,  Bernard  449 
Hagemeister,  William  C.  152 
Hagna,  Edward  O.  992 
Hagna,  John  775 
Hagna,  Melvin  A.  747 


Hagna,  Ole  923 

Hagna,  Roy  747 

Hagna,  Thurgen  E.  (Tom)  746 

Hagna,  William  O.  747 

Haln,  Joe  904 

Hall,  Horace  127 

Hall,  Owen  968 

Hallerud,  Ole  A.  556 

HalUday,  Frank  W.  499 

Halloway,  Anson  E.  783 

Halvorson,  Albert  716 

Halverson,  Amund  447 

Halverson,  Anton  F.  447 

Halverson,  Halver  E.  864 

Halvorsen,  Hans  804 

Halvorsen,  Henry  804 

Halverson,  Henry  865 

Halvorson,  John  406 

Halvorson,  Martin  918 

Halvorson,  Olaus  407 

Halvorson,  William  408 

Hammond,  Ansel  W.  478 

Hammond,  Eleazer  S.  250 

Hand,  Salem  1003 

Hancock,  Arthur  L.  494 

Hancock,  Rev.  Thomas  L.  493 

Handorf,  Louis  864 

Kankln,  Arthur  871 

Hanson,  Adolph  F.  929 

Hanson,  Carl  O.  661 

Hanson,  Christ  444 

Hansen,  James  179 

Hanson,  Eugene  V.  734 

Hanson,  Ever  448 

Hanson,  Fred  J.  480 

Hanson,  Harold  661 

Hanson,  John  A.  872 

Hanson,  John  M.  950 

Hanson,  Joseph  872 

Hanson,  Henry  O.  841 

Hanson,  Knudt  486 

Hanson,  Michael  950 

Hanson,  Nels  P.  350 

Hansen,  Norman  1008 

Hanson,  Ole  H.  931 

Hanson,  Walter  R.  505 

Harms,  John  C.  372 

Hart,  Bert  J.  161 

Hart,  B.  L.,  LL.  B.,  Royal  B.  294 

Hartel,  Ernest  F.  238 

Hartley,  Harry  El  370 

Hartzell,  Charles  H.  546 

Hatch,  Marcelan  W.  962 

Hathaway,  James  G.  728 

Hauck,  Frank  J.  683 

Hauck,  John  A.  375 

Haugen,  Iver  J.  317 

Haugen,  Sankey  940 

Havel,  Joseph  998 

Hawkinson,  Jacob  903 

Hawley,  James  L.  459 

Hayes,  Robert  923 

Hazelberg,  Tobias  T.  372 

Hedlund,  John  A.  275 

Hedstrom,  Axel  195 

Hedstrom,  Eldwin  A.  683 

Heffner,  Joseph  W.  94 

Hefty,  Markus  528 

Holland,  Henry  C.  193 

Heinze,  Frank  348 

Helnze,  Henry  348 

Heintz,  N.  W.  191 

Heldstab,  Chris  684 
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Heldstab,  John  A.  684 
Helgoland,  Henry  136 
Hellendrung,  Henry  J.  609 
Holland,  James  A.  815 
Hellmann,  Ferdinand  910 
Hellstrom,  John  276 
Hembrook,  Frederick  H.  439 
Hendenatrom,  Louis  963 
Henrich,  Jr.,  Phillip  789 
Henrich,  Sr.,  PhllUp  788 
Hensel,  Albert  Fritz  748 
Hensel,  Frank  747 
Hensel,  Fritz  748 
Hensel,  William  748 
Herrmann,  Robert  390 
Hewitt,  Isaac  663 
Henrichsmeier,  Frank  449 
Heuer,  Theodore  752 
Hewitt,  William  E.  664 
Hiber,  John  926 
Hickey,  George  W.  194 
Hickok,  James  W.  588 
Hickok,  Thomas  W.  688 
Hill,  Freeman  E.  450 
Hill,  Harvey  Martin  749 
Hilson,  Peter  505 
Hill,  William  H.  368 
Hints,  Albert  J.  806 
Hinze,  Herman  F.  992 
Hocking,  Richard  G.  356 
Hocom,  Frank  W.  295 
Hocom,  Peter  295 
Hodgkin,  George  C.  298 
Hodgkin,  G.  Grant  298 
Hoff,  Andrew  B.  746 
Hoff,  Peter  J.  902 
Hoffman,  Jacob  P.  825 
Hoffman,  John  P.  107 
Holm,  Hans  O.  240 
Holman,  Anton  589 
Holman,  Christian  750 
Holman,  John  750 
Holman,  John  J.  128 
Holman,  Ole  E.  917 
Holman,  Otto  W.  128 
Holt,  Arthon  J.  671 
Holt,  Louis  862 
Holtz,  Charles  146 
Hcltz,  Frederick  W.  146 
Holter,  Charles  J.  821 
Hong,  Mathias  136 
Hong,  Peter  136 
Hooey,  Oscar  237 
Hoover,  Albert  J.  504 
Hoover,  Harry  W.  743 
Hopman,  John  J.  351 
Horman,  August  446 
Horsman,  John  E.  239 
Horstman,  Henry  275 
Horstmann,  William  F.  81 
Howe,  Hans  789 
Howe,  John  O.  789 
Howard,  Fred  W.  946 
Howard,  Thomas  J.  839 
Howard,  Walter  W.  946 
Hoyer,  Christian  D.  759 
Hudrle,  James  343 
Hudson,  Arthur  N.  611 
Hudson,  Elisha  B.  611 
Hughes,  Peter  421 
Huhn,  Albert  G.  160 
Hulbert,  Azro  I.  91 
Hulbert,  David  B.  505 


Hulbert,  Frank  A.  557 
Hull,  CharleB  625 
Hunnicutt,  Arthur  C.  297 
Hunt,  Grant  U.  820 
Huseth,  Erick  863 
Hunt,  John  W.  820 
Hunt,  John  W.  504 
Hunt,  William  C.  976 
Hunt,  William  E.  975 
Hurst,  Joseph  961 
Huser,  B.  S.  A.,  Francis  E.  380 
Huser,  Emil  296 
Huset,  Halvor  288 
HuBeth,  Roy  A.  404 
Hyde,  Henry  665 
Hylkema,  Bernard  592 
Hylkema,  Dirk  T.  592 
Hylkema,  Peter  592 
Immerfal,  Albert  M.  813 
Iverson,  Christ  624 
Iverson,  John  623 
Iverson,  Elmer  624 
Iveland,  Thomas  278 
Jackson,  Gunnar  420 
Jackson,  Jacob  893 
Jacobson,  Andrew  455 
Jacobson,  Clarence  H.  290 
Jacobson,  Engel  S.  379 
Jacobson,  Grover  438 
Jacobson,  Gust  438 
Jacobson,  Jake  T.  814 
Jacobson,  John  820 
Jacobson,  John  J.  231 
Jacobson,  Knute  J.  1007 
Jacobson,  Louis  B.  929 
Jacobson,  Mads  654 
Jacobson,  Otto  819 
Jacobson,  Peter  567 
Jacobson,  P.  D.  231 
Jacobson,  Theodore  379 
Jacoby,  Henry  J.  1011 
Jancisln,  John  352 
Jasperson,  Peter  903 
JergenBon,  Andrew  396 
Jeffery,  William  C.  293 
Jenson,  Hans  125 
Jensen,  M.  D.,  Gustavus  635 
Jensen,  Oscar  G.  184 
Jerde,  Andrew  439 
Jewett,  Leon  W.  844 
Joelson,  Alfred  437 
Joelson,  David  436 
Johnson,  Albert  805 
Johnson,  Albert  925 
Johnson,  Albert  E.  291 
Johnson,  Albert  T.  366 
Johnson,  Alfred  374 
Johnson,  Andrew  633 
Johnson,  Andrew  813 
Johnson,  Andrew  927 
Johnson,  Bennie  293 
Johnson,  Bert  A.  402 
Johnson,  Carl  825 
Johnson,  Charles  E.  962 
Johnson,  Daniel  326 
Johnson,  Ervin  O.  656 
Johnson,  Ed  616 
Johnson,  Edward  632 
Johnson,  Edward  M.  627 
Johnson,  Frank  G.  880 
Johnson,  Hans  825 
Johnson,  Henry  361 
Johnson,  Harry  E.  962 
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Johnson,  Jacob  925 
Johnson,  Jens  813 
Johnson,  John  A.  H.  982 
Johnson,  John  B.  452 
Johnson,  John  Q.  879 
Johnson,  John  H.  92 
Johnson,  John  H.  200 
Johnson,  John  J.  610 
Johnson,  John  W.  832 
Johnson,  Julius  K.  387 
Johnson,  Julius  8.  221 
Johnson,  Lars  124  ' 

Johnson,  Lara  911 

Johnson,  M.  C.  524 

Johnson,  Martin  627 

Johnson,  Martin  622 

Johnson,  Nels  440 

Johnson,  Ole  232 

Johnson,  Ole  901 

Johnson,  Ole  906 

Johnson,  Peter  A.  1001 

Johnson,  Peter  A.  437 

Johnson,  Peter  O.  126 

Johnson,  Paul  924 

Johnson,  Ralph  L.  179 

Johnson,  Rasmus  961 

Johnson,  Samuel  617 

Johnson,  Thomas  126 

Johnson,  Thomas  H.  982 

Johnson,  Thor  H.  178 

Johnston,  Ronald  A.  483 

Jones,  Marcus  C.  842 

Jones,  William  H.  161 

Jorgenson,  Andrew  380 

Joratad,  Arne  818 

Jorstad,  Esten  819 

Jorstad,  Ole  A.  673 

Jorstad,  Ole  O.  763 

Jorstad,  William  A.  742 

Juve,  Halvor  O.  786 

Juve,  Henry  419 

Kaemmer,  Charles  381 

Kahl,  Ernest  F.  616 

Kahl,  Frederick  618 

Kahl,  John  624 

Kahl,  John  A.  624 

Kahl,  Otto  D.  942 

Kallenbach,  John  625 

Kamrath,  Sr.,  William  769 

Kane,  Edward  G.  130 

Karker,  Walter  L.  722  \ 

Kearney,  Martin  340 

Keebaugh,  Ore  807 

Keebaugh,  Alpheus  806 

Keesey,  Albert  280 

Keesey,  Fred  E.  727 

Keesey,  George  N.  281 

Kessler,  Peter  855 

Kerber,  Ludwig  373 

Keyes,  Lucius  396 

Keyes,  Lucius  J.  628 

Keyes,  Wesley  V.  628 

Kilmer,  Chauncey  454 

Kilmer,  George  M.  465 

King,  Anton  684 

King,  Harry  216 

King,  Leon  256 

Kingsley,  Artemus  W.  406 

Kinn.  Ole  724 

Kinsey.  William  S.  686 

Kipp,  Benjamin  S.  100 

Kirby,  Francis  M.  274 

Kisling,  Henry  E.  743 


Klein,  Edward  F.  920 
Klein,  George  P.  463 
Klein,  Michael  163 
Kleve,  John  442 
Kleven,  Rev.  O.  M.  256 
Klockeman,  August  163 
Klockeman,  Sr.,  Frederick  163 
Klug,  Adam  W.  378 
Knudson,  Edmund  Milligan  228 
Knudson,  Tollef  329 
Knutson,  Martin  576 
Knutson,  Halver  667 
Knutson,  Louis  M.  576 
Knutson,  John  665 
Knutson,  Tom  432 
Koenig,  Gottlieb  C.  457 
Koepp,  Ernest  R.  153 
Koepp,  Edward  W.  687 
Koerner,  Gregory  A.  126 
Kohel,  Joseph  P.  357 
Kohten,  Jacob  J.  M.  560 
Kohten,  Regina  J.  561 
Kolar,  John  G.  710 
Kolb,  Ernest  120 
Koonce,  Cyrus  S.  235 
Kopp,  Claude  F.  529 
Kovach,  Carl  456 
Kreier,  Elmer  768 
Kretlow,  Carl  704 
Krler,  August  ff.  768 
Kringle,  Alfred  O.  795 
Krlngle,  Edward  734 
Kringle.  Gabriel  797 
Krlngle,  George  G.  797 
Kringle,  Gustavus  735 
Krlngle,  Joseph  359 
Krlngle,  Nels  852 
Kringle,  Ole  795 
Kruger,  Julius  573 
Kruger,  Robert  573 
Kuchenmelster,  Frank  384 
Kuchenmelster,  Joseph  384 
Kuhnly,  Fredrick  603 
Kurschner.  August  C.  989 
Kurschner,  Christopher  124 
Kurschner,  Oswald  977 
Kurschner,  John  M.  989 
Kurschner,  Martin  608 
Kurschner,  Valentine  608 
Kurschner,  Valentine  621 
Kust,  Joseph  J.  357 
Kvam,  Isaac  J.  235 
Kvam,  Julien  A.  S.  236 
Kvltek,  Rev.  Damian  704 
Labree,  George  A.  175 
Ladd,  George  785 
Lake,  David  W.  1012 
Lake,  William  420 
Lake,  William  Z.  1012 
Lake,  Jesse  F.  996 
Lally,  Owen  222 
Lally,  Thomas  P.  222 
Langerud,  Ole  922 
Larson,  Andrew  597 
Larsgard,  Charles  698 
Larson,  Bemert  1014 
Larson,  Borre  722 
Larson,  Christ  123 
Larson,  Christ  169 
Larson,  Christ  B.  599 
Larson,  Christ  I.  785 
Larson,  Edward  924 
Larson,  Erick  911 
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Larson,  Even  924 

Larson,  Oust  A.  124 

Larson,  Halvor  465 

Larson,  Hans  J.  273 

Larson,  Louis  598 

Larson,  Mons  523 

Larson,  Nels  599 

Larson,  Ole  L.  684 

Larson,  Peter  810 

Larson,  Slgvald  L.  306 

Larson,  Walter  B.  811 

Larson,  William  T.  177 

Lee,  Carl  860 

Latshaw,  Dayton  C.  644 

Lawrence,  William  J.  856 

Lear,  Ole  Hanson  823 

Lear,  Peter  O.  824 

Lee,  Ounder  A.  860 

Lee,  Hans  754 

Lee,  Lars  147 

Lee,  Ole  H.  666 

Lee,  Ole  Gulbrandson  600 

Lee.  Olaf  O.  500 

Leen,  Charles  M.  607 

Leen,  Christian  Mlchaelson  606 

Lehman,  Paul  L.  687 

Leibly,  Edward  687 

Leisenring,  John  V.  264 

Leisz,  Joseph  589 

Lemke,  Herman  A.  744 

Lentz,  August  H.  890 

Lentz,  Frederick  E.  483 

Lentz,  John  890 

Lentz,  John  A.  855 

Lentz,  John  C.  856 

Leonard,  B.  C.  534 

Levings,  Asbury  N.  714 

Lewis,  Andrew  P.  338 

Leza,  Lucas  998 

Lien,  Arnt  O.  501 

Lien,  Iver  390 

Lien,  John  O.  501 

Lindberg,  Gust  378 

Ling,  Charles  H.  925 

Ling,  Clarence  926 

Link,  Fred  856 

Libering,  Joseph  E.  123 

Lindquist,  Alfred  F.  273 

Liesner,  William  F.  970 

Lilly,  Willard  443 

Lindemer,  Louis  L.  560 

Lien,  Ole  E.  503 

Lien,  Anders  O.  602 

Lindberg,  Edward  378 

Lindberg,  John  378 

Lindquist,  Andrew  272 

Lichtenwalner,  Harry  H.  150 

Loew,  Robert  J.  728 

Lofgren,  Knut  Q.  587 

Lofquist,  Oscar  982 

Logan,  William  H.  98 

Loomis,  Clarence  A.  L.  718 

Losey,  Lafayette  E.  715 

Lowell,  Albert  778 

Lowell,  Arthur  809 

Lowell,  Charles  W.  726 

Lowell,  Eugene  S.  810 

Lowell,  Harvey  725 

Lowell,  Harvey  809 

Lowell,  Nelson  809 

Lowell,  Percy  810 

Lucas,  John  686 

Lucht,  Carl  741 


Lundstrom,  John  272 
Ludwlgson,  John  1002 
Lueck,  Julius  567 
Lund,  Andrew  700 
Lund,  Nels  700 
Lunde,  Mathles  600 
Lundgard,  Oscar  671 
Lundquist,  William  448 
Lystie,  Thomas  862 
McAdams,  Charles  512 
McAdams,  John  512 
McClelland,  E.  C.  242 
McCluskey,  George  A.  591 
McFarlane,  George  H.  602 
McGinnis,  Michael  735 
McGeough,  Owen  354 
McGeough,  Patrick  355 
McGlade,  James  723 
McIntyre,  Harry  832 
McIntyre,  Sheldon  P.  969 
McKaln,  John  E.  763 
McKee,  Alvah  V.  982 
McKee,  Martin  A.  859 
McKee,  Melvin  H.  105 
McKenzie,  Francis  G.  484 
McLellan,  Charles  A.  808 
McLellan,  Lewis  H.  808 
McLellan,  Robert  808 
McLellan,  Robert  778 
McLellan,  Robert  D.  779 
MacLeod,  George  303 
McLeod,  James  L.  369 
McLeod,  John  591 
MacLeod,  Kenneth  N.  302 
McNeal,  Harley  E.  858 
McMahon,  Peter  553 
McMahon,  William  C.  654 
Maack,  Otto  148 
Mabuse,  August  370 
Macek,  rfohn  702 
Mair,  Matthew  1004 
Malcolm,  James  J.  554 
Malcolm,  M.  D.,  William  G.  633 
Malone,  John  J.  445 
Malone,  John  L.  456 
Malone,  Raymond  E.  406 
Manl,  J.  Frederick  325 
Manson,  Maurice  D.  990 
Manstad,  Otto  J.  972 
Malum,  Oscar  456 
Marino,  Dominick  305 
Marino,  John  T.  305 
Markgren,  Victor  318 
Martin,  Edward  D.  857 
Martinson,  Martin  A.  1009 
Martinson,  Ole  308 
Martinson,  Ole  698 
Martinson,  Sivel  L.  699 
Marx,  Peter  900 
Maskal,  George  515 
Massle,  Benjamin  835 
Massie,  Gomer  R.  836 
Massle,  A.  Bert  859 
Massie,  Edward  860 
Matthys,  Matthew  452 
Matthys,  Peter  149 
Mau,  Clarence  W.  389 
Maug,  Henry  759 
Mauseth,  Sever  O.  762 
Mazel,  Frank  999 
Mazel,  John  P.  999 
Meistad,  Ole  456 
Meisegeler,  Carl  826 
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Meisegeier,  Charles  827 

Meisegeier,  William  444 

Melbye,  H.  Walter  891 

Melgard,  Herbert  N.  302 

Mercler,  Charles  248 

Mercler,  Cyrille  248 

Mero  (Mlreau)  Aristide  315 

Merritt,  Leroy  S.  1015 

Meyer,  Charles  630 

Meyer,  Christopher  C.  630 

Mewes,  Sr.,  Fred  164 

Meyer,  Harry  122 

Meyer,  Herman  883 

Meysembourg,  John  B.  377 

Michaells,  Lawrence  927 

Michaelson,  Christian  (Leen)  606 

Mickel8on,  Sever  760 

Millard,  Eleazer  562 

Miller,  Albert  H.  318 

Miller,  Albert  H.  567 

Miller,  August  621 

Miller,  Mrs.  Charles  230 

Miller,  Frederick  W.  578 

Miller,  Roy  P.  621 

Miller,  Johanes  621 

Miller,  John  F.  677 

Miller,  Martin  A.  891 

Miller,  Martin  P.  891 

Miner,  Peter  622 

Miller,  Sr.,  Peter  A.  892 

Miller,  Peder  A.  892 

Miller,  Thom  569 

MiUer,  William  G.  319 

Mills,  Rev.  John  Nelson  245 

Mlreau,  George  B.  689 

Mlreau,  Gilbert  J.  603 

Mittermeyer,  John  201 

Mizer,  Franklin  858 

Mjelnek,  John  706 

Mlejnek,  Frank  J.  177 

Modersbach,  William  792 

Moe,  Arthur  978 

Moe,  Bernard  978 

Moe,  Gerhard  A.  823 

Moe,  Gulbrand  P.  595 

Moe,  Iver  869 

Moe,  Jens  M.  596 

Moen,  Amund  453 

Moen,  Anton  P.  565 

Moen,  John  N.  676 

Moen,  Peder  P.  916 

Moen,  Ole  Severtson  514 

Moen,  Peter  A.  563 

Moen,  Severt  O.  515 

Moe,  Sofus  833 

Mogenson,  Martin  T.  1003 

Moin,  John  O.  520 

Moin,  Ole  521 

Moltz,  Charles  E.  151 

Monson,  Alexander  990 

Monson,  Even  457 

Morkln,  Frank  P.  367 

Monroe,  Duncan  285 

Moore.  William  D.  415 

Morgan,  Harry  H.  627 

Morneau,  Alfred  J.  688 

Morneaux,  Felix  364 

Morneau,  Telesphore  688 

Morrison,  Albert  S.  548 

Morrison,  Claude  C.  104 

Morrison,  Walter  L.  547 

Moselle,  Anton  147 

Moselle,  Anton  G.  147 


Moseng,  Charles  E.  899 
Moseng,  Ole  899 
Moyer,  Benjamin  H.  306 
Muelhausen,  Emil  614 
Mullen,  Frank  345 
Mullikin,  George  B.  M.  148 
Mullen,  John  346 
Muller,  Rudolph  582 
MuseuB,  Frederick  651 
Museu8,  Charles  H.  651 
Museus,  Charles  F.  966 
Myers,  Charles  E.  986 
Myers,  Homer  J.  672 
Myhers,  Thomas  O.  322 
Mytroen,  Magnus  901 
Mytroen,  Ole  O.  900 
Naess,  Ole  P.  729 
Neau,  Leon  626 
Neby,  Erick  E.  270 
Neck,  John  F.  780 
Nedvidek,  Anthony  816 
Nedvldek,  Arthur  K.  314 
Nedvidek,  Victor  H.  316 
Nellsen,  Henry  166 
Nelson,  Alfred  459 
Nelson,  Amund  1005 
Nelson,  Charles  D.  227 
Nelson,  Christ  458 
Nelson,  De  Wayne  228 
Nelson,  Edward  459 
Nelson,  Erick  141 
Nelson,  Ernest  121 
Nelson,  Henry  459 
Nelson,  John  818 
Nelson,  John  E.  466 
Nelson,  Jr.,  John  A.  568 
Nelson,  Sr.,  John  A.  568 
Nelson,  Nels  P.  174 
Nelson,  Nels  B.  524 
Nelson,  N.  A.  592 
Nelson,  Nathan  N.  994 
Nelson,  Peter  670 
Nelson,  Peter  K.  564 
Nelson,  Peter  W.  670 
Nelson,  Thomas  970 
Nelson,  William  458 
Nelson,  William  A.  227 
Nelson,  William  O.  227 
Ness,  Charles  A.  883 
Nesvold,  John  277 
Neville,  Otis  H.  994 
Nevln,  James  122 
Newberg,  Anton  312 
Newberg,  Claude  812 
Newman,  Andrew  673 
Newman,  A.  Martin  676 
Newman,  August  674 
Newman,  Frederick  846 
Newman,  Fred  E.  846 
Newman  John  675 
Newman,  Lewis  675 
Nichols,  Amos  C.  194 
Nlcklow,  Frank  E.  851 
Nicklow,  Perry  V.  843 
Nlcklow,  Samuel  851 
Nielsen,  Carl  548 
Nleman,  Otto  167 
Nltz,  Ernest  A.  838 
Nordby.  Christian  O.  143 
Nord,  Rev.  J.  B.  188 
Nord,  Lieut.  Samuel  K.  189 
Nordenfoss,  John  312 
Norwick,  Ole  P.  168 
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Nuenfeldt,  Charles  736 

Njrgren,  Fred  286 

Nybus,  Embret  467 

Nyht,  Charles  J.  467 

Nystrom,  Albln  386 

Oase,  John  A.  917 

O’Brien,  D.  D.  S.,  Donovan  A-  171 

Oftedahl,  Ommund  F.  363 

Oftedahl,  T.  EL  226 

O’Flanagan,  Sr.,  John  831 

O’Flanagan,  John  831 

Oien,  Amt  670 

Oien,  Carl  J.  254 

Olen,  Ole  H.  253 

Oien,  Severlne  P.  263 

Okerson,  Oscar  J.  885 

Oldeen,  Charles  A.  884 

Oliver,  Benjamin  H.  737 

Olson,  Carl  Albert  604 

Olson,  Albert  J.  702 

Olson,  Alexander  383 

Olsen,  Alve  O.  530 

Olson,  Andrew  958 

Olson,  Aslak  835 

Olson,  Amt  726 

Olson,  Barney  833 

Olsen,  Carl  772 

Olson,  Charles  519 

Oleson,  Christian  834 

Olson,  Fred  909 

Olson,  Gilbert  458 

Olson,  Gullck  784 

Olson,  Gerhard  786 

Olson,  George  301 

Olson,  Henry  M.  734 

Olson,  John  A.  1015 

Olson,  John  D.  278 

Olson,  John  M.  468 

Olson,  John  V.  225 

Olson,  Jnlius  E.  586 

Olson,  Lars  787 

Oleson,  Lonls  El  110 

Olson,  Mathias  993 

Olson,  Michael  O.  981 

Olson,  Otto  1000 

Olson,  Otto  A.  774 

Olsen,  Peder  771 

Olsen,  Peter  E.  260 

Olson,  Richard  C.  834 

Olson,  William  487 

Olson,  Hans  C.  669 

Omdalen,  Hans  689 

Omdalen,  Ole  690 

Onson,  John  530 

Organ,  Walter  H.  884 

Ora,  Carl  J.  411 

Osberg,  Carl  822 

Osberg,  Charles  823 

Osterkamp,  Frits  D.  918 

Osterkamp,  John  A.  912 

Osterkamp,  Frank  912 

Ostegaard,  Soland  892 

Otto.  Fred  269 

Otterholt,  Ole  460 

Otterholt,  Oscar  460 

Otterholt,  Lars  461 

Overby,  Carl  EL  803 

Overby,  Christian  O.  261 

Overby,  Oscar  C.  261 

Owen,  Thomas  933 

Owen,  William  H.  034 

Pabst,  C.  F.  William  162 

Pahlow,  Charles  W.  164 


Palm,  Charles  693 
Palmer,  Joseph  307 
Palmer,  Samuel  306 
Panlan,  George  386 
Papenheim,  George  375 
Parks,  Michael  A.  286 
Parks,  Thomas  355 
Partridge,  William  543 
Paul,  Joseph  M.  254 
Paulson,  Alfred  M.  116 
Paulson,  John  E.  462 
Paulsen,  Frederick  677 
Paulson,  Mike  886 
Paulson,  Sever  885 
•  Pearson,  Peter  C.  423 
Pease,  Herbert  A.  308 
Pease,  Walter  C.  307 
Peck,  Fred  B.  804 
Peck,  Friend  F.  304 
Peck.  Ray  C.  244 
Pecore,  Anthony  830 
Pecore,  Isaac  830 
Pecore,  Joseph  829 
Pederson,  Charles  250 
Pederson,  Ole  460 
Pelton,  John  M.  985 
Perry,  Thomas  EL  1004 
Peterson,  Alfred  520 
Peterson,  Andrew  J.  991 
Peterson,  Andrew  P.  451 
Peterson,  Carl  V.  740 
Peterson,  Charles  946 
Peterson,  Arthur  257 
Peterson,  Gilbert  257 
Peterson,  Henry  787 
Peterson,  John  H.  246 
Petersen,  Martin  663 
Peterson,  Nels  754 
Peterson,  Raymond  V.  244 
Pettis,  George  I*  716 
Pettit,  Joseph  246 
Pettit,  Louis  A.  246 
Pettit,  Mark  246 
Phelan,  Michael  J.  704 
Phillips,  Jerome  C.  956 
Phillips,  Leslie  J.  N.  D.  955 
Phetteplace,  Jason  A.  989 
Phetteplace,  Welcome  939 
Plchelmann,  Fred  1a  907 
Pichelmann,  John  908 
Plchelmann,  Otto  H.  909 
Pleper,  August  F.  888 
Pieper,  John  811 
Pleper.  William  641 
Pleser,  Benjamin  A.  163 
Plnnerud,  Christ  M.  606 
Plenty,  Robert  J.  695 
Plain,  John  705 
Prideaux,  Lynn  W.  1004 
Prlne,  John  462 
Prill,  M.  D.,  John  Carleton  669 
Prill,  M.  D.,  John  Howard  669 
Prince,  William  D.  255 
Prock,  George  H.  889 
Prosser,  Edward  487 
Prosser,  John  487 
Polland,  Clarence  A.  185 
Post,  James  81 
Post,  M.  D.,  C.  C.  973 
Post,  De  Witt  81 
Post,  D.  D.  S.,  Robert  M.  958 
Posta,  Anton  330 
Poulter,  Charles  W.  269 
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Poulter,  D.  V.  M.,  Samuel  R.  270 
Powell,  John  L.  692 
Puls,  Henry  G.  468 
Quaderer,  John  942 
Qualy,  J.  P.  266 
Qualley,  Gilbert  J.  1011 
Quinn,  James  602 
Quinn,  John  J.  727 
Rabe,  Henry  679 
Rahm,  Anders  G.  176 
Rapley,  George  H.  531 
Rassbach,  Casper  516 
Ra8sbach,  Charles  D.  516 
Rassbach,  J.  Casper  387 
Rassbach,  John  M.  388 
Rasmussen,  Rasmus  721 
Rassmussen,  Hans  P.  789 
Rasmussen,  K.  E.  889 
Rasmussen,  Olaf  419 
Rathke,  Ferdinand  F.  158 
Rauchensteln,  John  761 
Rauchensteln,  Rudloph  H.  761 
Rearden,  Mathew  W.  641 
Reed,  Homer  C.  323 
Reed,  Jesse  100 
Reed,  Robert  100 
Reese,  Robert  771 
Reese,  William  770 
Rewey,  Andrew  D.  106 
Rice,  Thomas  O.  627 
Rich,  Charles  422 
Richards,  Clayton  B.  114 
Richards,  Fred  A.  538 
Richards,  Joseph  537 
Richardson,  Leonard  M.  156 
Richert,  William  971 
Richter,  Bernard  G.  710 
Richter,  Herman  A.  165 
Richter,  Louis  B.-  324 
Rledmer,  John  142 
Rlstow,  Gustav  571 
Ritchie,  Patrick  776 
Ritchie,  Plo  776 
Rivard,  Louis  H.  157 
Rivard,  Theophile  168 
Roark,  Charles  H.  604 
Robbins,  Jam es  205 
Robbins,  Stanley  205 
Robinson,  Thomas  F.  937 
Rockman,  Elmer  A.  96 
Rockman,  Julius  C.  79 
Rockman,  Nicholas  M.  77 
Roemhild,  Frank  N.  612 
Roemhild,  Carl  A.  612 
Roemhild,  Charles  H.  607 
Rogers,  D.  D.  S.,  Eugene  M.  322 
Rogers,  Lambert  W.  838 
Rogers,  D.  V.  S.,  Edgar  M.  323 
Rogers,  Hale  Robert  481 
Rogstad,  Eing  P.  1016 
Rogstad,  Peter  F.  1016 
Rogstad,  Nels  B.  492 
Rogers,  Dixon  S.  39l 
Rolf,  Adolph  669 
Ronnlng,  Carl  O.  202 
Roseth,  Clarence  M.  352 
Ross,  D.  D.  S..  R.  A.  187 
Ross,  Thomas  E.  626 
Roster,  Mathias  234 
Roubal,  Frank  P.  354 
Rousar,  Alois  J.  327 
Rothe,  Leo  A.  696 
Rovle,  Carl  F.  W.  308 


Rowland,  John  C.  178 
Rubesch,  Edward  634. 

Rude,  Martin  J.  633 
Rudell,  George  C.  527 
Rudolph,  Ferdinand  C.  F.  753 
Rudolph,  John  F.  760 
Rudy,  Elmer  P.  862 
Running,  Hans  747 
Russell,  Patrick  334 
Rutsche,  John  155 
Ryan,  W.  H.  701 
Rye,  Ole  O.  496 
Salle,  Charles  634 
Salle,  Sr.,  Charles  634 
St.  Angelo,  Thomas  286 
St.  Angelo,  James  284 
Salisbury,  William  H.  860 
Salsbury,  Charles  893 
Salsbury,  Ernest  R.  816 
Salsbury,  Willis  H.  394 
Salscheider,  John  P.  118 
Samdahl,  John  636 
Samples,  Aubert  508 
Samples,  Henry  C.  506 
Samples,  Henry  607 
Samples,  Sidney  607 
Samson,  Frank  767 
Samson,  John  F.  718 
Sandmire,  William  L.  778 
Sandve,  Ole  J.  425 
Sanford,  William  F.  798 
Sands,  Oliver  G.  650 
Sanns,  George  418 
Sather,  Andrew  S.  299 
Sather,  Christ  722 
Sather,  Ludwig  104 
Sattler,  Wm.  ft  Sons  980 
Sattre,  Olaf  M.  643 
Saugstad,  Arnt  E.  610 
Savageau,  Rev.  Edmund  E.  999 
Scharlau,  Frederick  W.  639 
Scharbillig,  William  970 
Schell,  John  C.  328 
Schenten,  Nicholas  908 
Scheunemann,  Gust  816 
Schiebel,  Fred  A.  290 
Schleffer,  J.  Peter  595 
Schllck,  Relnhold,  209 
Schllck,  Relnhold  L.  209 
Schmellng,  Carl  G.  688 
Schmidt,  Fred  C.  431 
Schmidt,  John  I.  697 
Schnacky,  Alexander  860 
Schnacky,  Lewis  D.  242 
Schneider,  August  W.  290 
Schneider,  Emil  O.  508 
Schneider,  Henry  593 
Schneider,  John  211 
Schneider,  J.  P.  208 
Schleffer,  Arnold  694 
Score,  Leonard  H.  1010 
Score,  Ole  J.  1010 
Scott,  George  E.  478 
Scott,  Perry  S.  741 
Scott,  William  581 
Scovlll,  Henry  H.  672 
Scovill,  Seamon  572 
Searle,  W.  F.  724 
Seeger,  John  490 
Seibolt,  John  114 
SeU,  Henry  969 
Selle,  William  A.  429 
Severson,  Carl  A.  398 
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Severson,  Edward  416 

Severson,  Ingval  912 

Severson,  John  331 

Selvlg,  John  629 

Selvlg,  Lars  C.  651 

Severson,  Ole  911 

Severson,  Sever  912 

Severson,  Sigwall  597 

Severson,  Simon  B.  765 

Severson,  Sophus  669 

Severud,  Norval  828 

Seward,  Alpheus  O.  363 

Shafer,  Fred  511 

Shafer,  James  F.  512 

Shane,  Charles,  M.  D.,  V.  M.  954 

Sherwin,  Sever  L.  997 

Sherman,  Harry  289 

Shervey,  Edolph  Q.  636 

Shervey,  Nels  635 

Shields,  David  427 

Shimon,  Anthony  361 

Shoemaker,  William  E.  426 

Slbbet,  Charles  H.  541 

Siewert,  Otto  F.  692 

Sigler,  Samuel  859 

Slgstad,  Ole  H.  642 

Sill.  Edwin  W.  670 

Sill,  Harvey  J.  86 

Simenson,  Ole  767 

Sines,  Sr.,  George  W.  950 

Sines,  George  Washington  961 

Slrcher,  John  H.  130 

Sirlannl,  Pietro  284 

Slrlnek,  Anton'  O.  693 

Skibeli,  Clarence  868 

Skinner,  Fayette  777 

Skinvlk,  Hans  W.  355 

Skoda,  Ralph  J.  604 

Skogg,  A.  William  157 

Skoug,  Chris  C.  691 

Skoug,  Iver  695 

Slagstad,  Jacob  737 

Slagstad,  Ole  130 

Slagstad,  Gabriel  130 

Slocum,  Rev.  Charles  A.  943 

Smalley,  Frederick  H.  827 

Smart,  Elmer  C.  517 

Smatlak,  Frank  J.  182 

Smith,  Boyd  D.  867 

Smith,  Carl  868 

Smith,  Conrad  869 

Smith,  Edgar  E.  98 

Smart,  George  717 

Smith,  Garrett  C.  828 

Smith,  Jay  F.  732 

Smith,  James  A.  181 

Smith,  John  417 

Smith,  Lon  362 

Smith,  William  H.  98 

Smitke,  John  636 

Snider,  Henry  L.  331 

Snyder,  Alonzo  516 

Snyder,  Ernest  331 

Snyder,  John  C.  367 

Snyder,  Charles  W.  513 

Snyder,  Harry  516 

Soberg,  Henry  600 

Sockness,  E.  L.  317 

Sockness,  Peter  140 

Soderberg,  John  W.  101 

Solberg,  Andrus  914 

Solum,  Edward  545 

Solum,  Edward  753 


Solum,  Hans  T.  425 
Solum,  Nels  183 
Solum,  Severt  545 
Solum,  Severt  937 
Solberg,  John  A.  914 
Soper,  George  C.  214 
Soltau,  Hans  J.  631 
Soltau,  Julius  631 
Speed,  Frank  427 
Speed,  George  426 
Spencer,  Milton  T.  983 
Spielmann,  Gottlieb  630 
Sprague,  Isaac  626 
Stackman,  Christopher  648 
Stackman,  Julius  648 
Stafne,  Engebret  H.  521 
Stafne,  Ole  H.  509 
Stafne,  Ole  O.  509 
Stafne,  Peter  H.  497 
Stafne,  Thomas  497 
Stair,  Charles  G.  638 
Stang,  David  564 
Stang,  Nels  563 
Stark,  Ralph  R.  258 
Stark,  Charles  A.  258 
Statton,  Joseph  430 
SUtton,  William  T.  431 
SUuner,  Joseph  413 
Stearns,  Joseph  B.  807 
Stebbins,  Arthur  P.,  80 
Stebbins,  Jr.,  Edward  N.  81 
Stebbins,  Sr.,  Edward  N.  80 
Steen,  John  O.  167 
Steineck,  Peter  A.  291 
Stelmachowski,  Casper  358 
Steltzner,  Henry  A.  764 
Steltzner,  Louis  W.  764 
Stenerson,  Christopher  P.  110 
Stephenson,  Christian  E.  576 
Stephenson,  Martin  W.  575 
Stewart,  George  W.  157 
Stlllick,  Nathaniel  562 
Stoddard,  Frank  142 
Stodola,  Adolph  J.  349 
Stodola,  Bohmil  349 
Stodola,  Louis  A.  708 
Stodola,  Ludvlk  B.  349 
Stoll,  Andrew  892 
Stoneberg,  Peter  928 
Stout,  Charles  F.  658 
Stout,  Clarence  O.  658 
Stow,  Baron  A.  574 
Stow,  Cecil  E.  574 
Strand,  Anders  G.  639 
Strand,  Arnold  M.  369 
Strand,  Martin  697 
Strand,  Nels  O.  90 
Strand,  Normand  M.  1017 
Strandberg,  Chas.  B.  1000 
Strong.  Charles  N.  540 
Strong,  Sr.,  M.  D.,  D.  C.  952 
Strong,  Dewitt  C.  953 
Strong,  George  A.  952 
Strong,  William  R.  539 
Stucky,  John  333 
Stzesniak,  Louis  638 
Subrt,  Joseph  711 
Sykes,  Grover  215 
Sullivan,  John  809 
Sullivan,  William  H.  417 
Summerfleld,  Ernest  953 
Summers,  Henry  A.  C.  653 
Surdson,  Robert  213 
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Surdson,  Theo  C.  213 
Swanson.  Carl  414 
Swanson,  Geo.  E.  991 
Swanson,  John  416 
Swansen,  John  R.  376 
Swanson,  Ole  627 
Swenson,  Charles  H.  869 
Swenson,  William  R.  323 
Swinghamer,  Ambrose  W.  680 
Taft,  Elisha  936 
Taft,  Elwaln  B.  936 
Taft,  William  936 
Talt,  Ernest  L.  790 
Thalke,  Herman  796 
Tangwell,  August  173 
Tanner,  M.  D.,  Grant  F.  486 
Tanner,  Chester  W.  488 
Taylor,  Charles  A.  76 
Taylor,  Charles  C.  97 
Taylor,  Charles  S.  74 
Taylor,  Cortes  P.  96 
Taylor,  Jared  W.  76 
Taylor,  Simeon  F.  984 
Tengbom,  Charles  J.  481 
Teuwlsse,  Rev.  Henry  b81 
Tharaldson,  Ole  412 
Thlefs,  John  166 
Thlngvold,  Otto  296 
Thomas,  Frank  B.  698 
Thomas,  Lew  1009 
Thompson,  Aslak  683 
Thompson,  Edward  A.  684 
Thompson,  John  C.  919 
Thompson,  Louis  1008 
Thompson,  Ole  882 
Thompson,  Paul  J.  853 
Thompson,  Richard  852 
Thompson,  Thomas  584 
Thompson,  Thomas  1008 
Thompson,  Jr.,  Thomas  428 
Thompson,  Sr.,  Thomas  428 
Thompson,  Thomas  J.  89 
Thorsen,  Ben  136 
Tiffany,  William  H.  947 
Tiller,  Albert  J.  668 
Tiller,  John  S.  668 
Tollefson,  Hans  143 
Tollefson,  Nels  (Granum)  865 
Tollefson,  Ole  329 
Tonolll,  Carl  718 
Tonn,  Ludwig  766 
Torgerson,  Ole  413 
Townsend,  William  P.  689 
Troan,  John  429 
Troan,  Torger  J.  381 
Tvedt,  Cornelius  O.  136 
Tvedt,  Henry  144 
Tvedt,  Nels  O.  108 
Tvedt,  Ole  O.  131 
Tvedt,  Theodore  O.  146 
Tynl,  Nels  920 
Tyvoll,  Christ  P.  776 
Tysdal,  Magnus  J.  646 
Uggern,  Demeter  711 
Unbehaun,  Geo.  H.  966 
Uren,  Lester  H.  796 
Uren,  M.  B.  371 
Uren,  Maurice  H.  371 
Vancuren,  Peter  H.  328 
Vancuren,  Russell  328 
Van  Helden,  A.  James  333 
Vlnger,  Olaf  618 
Vlnger,  Ole  618 


Veit,  Peter  649 
Vergln,  Albert  854 
Vergin,  Emil  A.  864 
Velten,  Joseph  686 
Vinopal,  Joseph  703 
Voelker,  August  763 
Vogt,  Martin  888 
Voll,  Lewis  117 
Wagenbach,  Christ  W.  145 
Wagenbach,  Frederick  145 
Wandri,  August  637 
Walker,  Benjamin  F.  700 
Walker,  Levi  332 
Wall,  Gilbert  1006 
Wall,  Johh  930 
Wall,  John  O.  1007 
WaU,  Ole  G.  1007 
Wall,  Olger  1007 
Wall,  Oscar  J.  930 
Wallace,  E.  646 
Wallis,  M.  D.,  Joseph  H.  191 
Wan  drey,  Frederick  El  282 
Wanner,  Charles  666 
Ward,  Emmett  A.  555 
Wasko,  Stephen  644 
Watson,  Martin  339 
Watson,  Walter  339 
Wear,  David  S.  932 
Wearne,  John  J.  283 
Weber,  Fred  177 
Weber,  Michael  263 
Webster,  Albert  W.  646 
Webster,  John  P.  645 
Weeks,  Chauncey  960 
Ween,  Ingebrlgt  905 
Weilep,  Henry  708 
Weilep,  William  A.  708 
Weiss,  Fred  159 
Weiss,  John  995 
Weldon,  Jackson  542 
Weldon,  Martin  B.  543 
Wells,  Floyd  J.  Ill 
Wells,  Henry  Ambrose  740 
Wensel,  Charles  988 
Wenzel,  Herman  S.  989 
Werts,  John  Q.  812 
Werts,  Orval  G.  812 
Weslen,  Erick  A.  518 
Wesslln*  August  112 
West,  Charles  B.  264 
West,  William  264 
Westby,  Charles  J.  287 
Westby,  Hans  Olson  287 
Westerland,  Carl  E.  356 
Westerland,  Charles  A.  902 
Westln,  John  424 
Westphal,  August  B.  731 
Wetzel,  Albert  433 
Wetzel,  George  433 
Wetzel,  John  F.  546 
Whitaker,  Carl  C.  948 
Whitaker,  Edward  194 
Whitaker,  Rushmore  M.  193 
Whitaker,  John  948 
White,  M.  D.,  Allan  S.  262 
White,  Arthur  O.  779 
White,  Everett  G.  951 
White,  Henry  J.  949 
White,  Mlnnard  H.  916 
White,  William  779 
White,  William  Charles  779 
Whlteford,  James  A.  282 
Whitney,  Charles  A.  964 
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Whitney,  Harry  M.  647 
Whitney,  John  647 
Whitt,  James  279 
Whittier,  Reuben  D.  649 
Wick,  Louis  699 
Wickens,  Charles  E.  795 
Wickham,  Andrew  T.  491 
Wickham,  Herman  D.  492 
Wickham,  Hiram  E.  491 
Wiese,  Gotfried  764 
Wiger,  M.  D.,  Henry  C.  864 
Wilkins,  Nathaniel  746 
Wilkins,  Levi  746 
Wille,  Wilhelm  176 
Williams,  Frank  792 
Williams,  Freeman  W.  138 
Williams,  John  W.  138 
Williams,  Mrs.  Loella  V.  218 
Will,  John  H.  184 
Wilsie,  Giles  H.  284 
Wilson,  Albert  M.  1001 
Wilson,  Clint  H.  494 
Wlls,  Henry  183 
Winchester,  Mrs.  Euseba  M.  217 
Winchester,  Leblnah  S.  815 
Winchester,  Russell  815 
Winterweber,  Philip  855 
Wintrone,  Andrew  394 
Wirth,  Daniel  626 
Wirth,  Fred  989 
Wirth,  John  401 
Wirth,  Frank  580 
Wirth,  Gottlieb  526 
Wirth,  Louis  579 
Wistl,  Jacob  919 
Wlstrom,  Alfred  382 
Wold,  Andrew  601 


Wold,  Andrew  O.  898 
Wold,  Dedrick  399 
Wold,  John  A.  345 
Wold,  Peter  431 
Wolff,  August  281 
Wolf,  David  N.  140 
Wolf,  Perry  U.  140 
Wolverson,  Frank  J.  359 
Wolworth,  Franklin  M.  112 
Wolworth,  Leroy  M.  113 
Woodard,  Fremont  8.  719 
Woolley,  Cyrus  717 
Woolley,  Edwin  C.  717 
Woxen,  Lars  608 
Woxen,  Christian  399 
Woxen,  Conrad  400 
Wright,  Andrew  F.  805 
Wright,  Fred  D.  933 
Wuorenma,  William  907 
Yager,  Edward  J.  731 
Yager,  Martin  165 
Yarabeck,  Frank  496 
Yarabeck,  John  J.  495 
Yndestad,  Abram  K.  610 
Young,  Henry  J.  416 
Young,  Rufus  L.  321 
Youngberg,  Carl  A.  382 
Yousten,  Fred  J.  442 
Yurecko,  Andro  978 
Zabel,  Julius  A.  738 
Zabka,  Anton  712 
Zielke,  Samuel  968 
Zlmmermann,  Richard  644 
Zorn,  Frank  J.  496 
Zuehlke,  August  841 
Zuehlke,  Herman  840 
Zuehlke,  Carl  839 
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